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       Questions Nos. 1 to 24, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 25 to 68, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 69 to 77, inclusive, answered orally.

30/09/2014WRA00550Care of the Elderly Provision

30/09/2014WRA0060078. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce mini-
mum standards with statutory support for the care of elderly persons and vulnerable adults in 
their own homes by public and private care providers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36436/14]

30/09/2014WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Information and Quality Authority is the independent authority established under the Health 
Act 2007 to drive continuous improvement and to monitor safety and quality in Ireland’s health 
and personal social care services.  With effect from 2009 nursing homes for older people have 
been registered and inspected by HIQA and during the course of this Government this function 
has extended to residential services for those with disabilities and child protection services.  
The HSE is progressing a range of measures to improve Home Care provision overall, to stan-
dardise services nationally and to promote quality and safety. This includes a Procurement 
Framework for Home Care Services which came into effect in 2012.  Providers are monitored 
through Service Level Agreements with the HSE.  They are required to provide a prescribed 
range of information in relation to the services they provide.  These are supervised through 
regular local operational meetings and review of care plans.  National Guidelines for the Stan-
dardised Implementation of the Home Care Package Scheme, which set out standard proce-
dures for providers of home supports, were introduced in parallel with this initiative.

The HSE is also developing National Quality Guidelines for home help services for Older 
People which will apply to all home support services, including those procured by the HSE 
from external providers.  The HSE is also currently undertaking a full review of home care 
services with a view to improving services generally.

Government for National Recovery, 2011-2016 commits to developing and implementing 
national standards for home support services which will be subject to HIQA inspection. Pri-
mary legislation and resources will be required for the introduction of a statutory regulation 
system for home care services.  This will be considered by Government on a prioritised and 
phased basis as resources, legislative and planning processes allow.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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30/09/2014WRA00750Diabetes Strategy

30/09/2014WRA0080079. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if there is a national policy guiding 
the Health Service Executive in terms of insulin pump treatment for young persons with diabe-
tes; if it is planned that the policy be applied equally on a national basis; if funding constraints 
are preventing the implementation of the policy outside of Dublin; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36489/14]

30/09/2014WRA00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): National policy for paediatric/adolescent 
diabetes care was informed by the Diabetes Expert Advisory Group.  It recommended that con-
tinuous subcutaneous insulin infusion or pump therapy should be the primary treatment option 
in children, especially those aged less than five years of age.  It also recommended the region-
alisation of care.  The centres envisaged for care were in the major regional hospitals.

On foot of the Diabetes Expert Advisory Group’s Report, the Paediatric Diabetes Working 
Group was established in 2011 under the auspices of the HSE Paediatrics and Diabetes Clinical 
Programmes. In 2012, the Working Group developed a model of care for the provision of insu-
lin pump therapy for children under five years with Type 1 diabetes.  It reported that it viewed 
the model of care as “the first step in a stepwise progression of the evolution of a National Pae-
diatric Diabetes Model of Care”.

The improvement of services under the National Diabetes Programme is being implemented 
on a phased basis. As part of this progress, there are now 5 paediatric diabetes centres in Ire-
land providing insulin pump therapy. These are Cork University Hospital, Limerick University 
Hospital/Galway shared service, Children’s University Hospital at Temple Street, Our Lady’s 
Children’s Hospital at Crumlin, and Tallaght Hospital.   All regional centres have prioritised 
children under five years of age for the provision of therapy. Proposals to deal with any service 
issues outside Dublin - such as those relating to pumps for children over five years at University 
Hospital Galway - will be considered in the context of the annual Service Planning process.

Finally, the HSE has advised that a model for the provision of care to all children under 16 
years of age with Type 1 diabetes is currently being drafted.

30/09/2014WRA00950Medicinal Products Licensing

30/09/2014WRA0100080. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that the extremely 
dangerous MMS and CD are outlawed following numerous attempts at specially organised 
events to push them as a miracle cure for conditions such as autism and the fact that the product 
is toxic industrial strength bleach. [36501/14]

30/09/2014WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Irish and EU 
medicines legislation requires that any product which it is claimed treats a medical condition 
must be authorised as a medicinal product  by the European Medicines Agency or the Health 
Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) before being placed on the market. From the informa-
tion available to me, the product referred to as Master Mineral Solution (MMS) or CD contains 
the substance chlorine dioxide. MMS is not authorised as a medicine for sale or supply in 
Ireland and it is therefore an offence to place this product on the market in Ireland without a 
marketing authorisation.

The HPRA continues to advise consumers not to take this product as its safety and efficacy 
have not been evaluated or accepted by any medicines regulatory agency. The Food Safety Au-
thority and the National Poisons Information Centre of Ireland have also issued a public safety 
warning regarding the use of MMS. 
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The HPRA has confirmed that it is actively following up on this issue as a matter of urgency. 
Consumers experiencing side effects thought to be associated with MMS are advised to consult 
a health care professional.

As Minister I would be very concerned at the promotion of unauthorised products for which 
unfounded claims of medicinal benefits are made. I would strongly advise people not to pur-
chase such products, which may well be harmful to anyone who consumes them.

30/09/2014WRA01150Health Insurance Prices

30/09/2014WRA0120081. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the degree to which he or 
his Department continues to monitor the costs of private health insurance throughout the health 
sector; if conclusions have been reached as to the cause of increased premiums having particular 
regard to the concept of community rating or departures therefrom; if the cost of private health 
insurance in the private and public sectors has been separately examined with a view to prevent-
ing cross subsidisation; if evaluation has been done or comparisons made between the public 
and private sectors in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36507/14]

30/09/2014WRA01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department and the Health Insurance 
Authority (HIA) monitor the factors that contribute to costs on an ongoing basis. The cost of 
private health insurance is influenced by issues such as the number of persons and the age pro-
file of those holding private health insurance and new treatment interventions which can have 
an impact on the cost of care and the cost of claims. 

I am determined to address the issues contributing to increased costs in the sector. Health 
insurers also have an important role to play in keeping health insurance affordable. I welcome 
the 2% reduction in claims costs across the market for 2013 reported by the HIA and urge 
the sector to further build on this positive achievement. As part of the Consultative Forum on 
Health Insurance, Mr. Pat McLoughlin was appointed as Independent Chair to work with insur-
ance companies, my Department and the HIA to identify effective cost management strategies 
for the industry. Mr. McLoughlin’s final report is expected shortly and I will consider how the 
recommendations can best be implemented.  

I am also keen to create the best possible environment within which more people, particu-
larly young people, will want to obtain and retain private health insurance. Under Lifetime 
Community Rating, from 1 May 2015 loadings will be incurred by anyone aged 35 or over tak-
ing out private health insurance for the first time. Loadings can be avoided by taking out health 
insurance before this date. I am also going to address the sharp price increase that younger 
people currently experience when they can no longer avail of student discounts. This has led 
to a substantial reduction in penetration rates in the 20-25 age group, which I will address by 
making legislative provision for the introduction of Young Adult rates in 2015.  

The Deputy refers to the cost of private health insurance in the private and public sectors in 
the context of cross-subsidisation. The Health (Amendment) Act, 2013, provided for the intro-
duction of charges for all private inpatients, including those accommodated in public beds. As 
a result, private patients pay for receiving a private service that, up until now, has been heavily 
subsidised by the taxpayer.

30/09/2014WRA01350Treatment Abroad Scheme

30/09/2014WRA0140082. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied with the operation of 
the treatment abroad scheme department of the Health Service Executive in relation to the mak-
ing of decisions, the appeal process and new E112 forms which remove the right to voluntary 
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and informed consent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36499/14]

30/09/2014WRA01500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Treatment Abroad Scheme, operated by 
the Health Service Executive, provides for the referral of patients to another EU/EEA country 
or Switzerland for a treatment that is not available in Ireland or where undue delay is experi-
enced in accessing necessary treatment in Ireland. Under the Scheme, the HSE provides for the 
cost of approved treatments abroad through the issue of form E112.

There are clear qualifying criteria to access the Scheme set out in EU Regulations and in 
Department of Health Guidelines. Treatment must be medically necessary, must meet the pa-
tient’s needs and may not be an experimental treatment. It is also a requirement that the hospital 
outside the state will accept form E112.  The application must be assessed and a determination 
given before that patient goes abroad. The HSE is not required to approve a treatment which 
is not available in Ireland where an equivalent treatment which will meet the patient’s needs is 
available.

The Scheme is operated on an equitable and transparent basis for all applicants and ensures 
the implementation of the governing statutory framework is applied in a consistent manner.

Each application to the Scheme is reviewed individually on its own merits and there are no 
restrictions on a person making an application to the Scheme for review and decision. Previous 
approvals or declines are not used as an influencing factor on subsequent applications. Each ap-
plication is processed and given a formal written decision. If that decision is one of decline, the 
reason for that decision is clearly outlined and the option of an appeal is afforded. 

The application form does not remove the right to voluntary and informed consent. In fact, 
the application form is specifically designed to secure that consent by notifying the applicant 
that the HSE reserves the right to access medical records.  This access is specific to that required 
for the proportionate administering of the Scheme.  

An application to the Scheme is for the funding of a treatment, not an approval of the treat-
ment sought.  In processing an application the HSE must examine the form to decide if the 
application meets with the rules set for the Scheme.  Of necessity the HSE must ensure it has 
sufficient information to establish compliance with the legislation and guidelines and the verac-
ity of the application.  It is considered that the measures undertaken by the HSE in respect of the 
application process are proportionate, both in ensuring the patient’s right to access the Scheme 
and also in ensuring the Scheme is properly administered.

30/09/2014WRA01550Hospital Appointment Delays

30/09/2014WRA0160083. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the way he proposes to reduce 
waiting times for outpatients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36537/14]

30/09/2014WRA01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): At the end of December 2013, 98% or 
295,815 patients were waiting less than 52 weeks for an outpatient appointment.  This was 
achieved by year-long intervention with a special funded focus from September to December 
which included outsourcing of patients determined to be suitable for such assessment.  Cur-
rently 89% are waiting less than one year for access to outpatients. 

There has been a 13% increase in referrals to outpatients from January to July in 2014 versus 
the same period in 2013.  As a result, there has been an increase in outpatient activity overall,  
This includes an increase in new activity  from January to July 2014 of 8.9% (an extra 43,225 
new patients) compared with the same period 2013.  There has also been a 12.6% increase in 
review activity in that time (an extra 153,209 patients).  The total additional patients seen year 
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to date, compared to same period last year, has been 196,434.

In addition, almost half a million patients failed to attend for a scheduled appointment in 
2013.  Embedding the Outpatient Performance Improvement Programme best practice process-
es in acute hospitals has shown a marked improvement in ‘Did Not Attends’ or DNAs.  Figures 
for January to July 2014 show DNA rates falling from 15% to 13%.  This improvement allowed 
significant added productivity in terms of capacity and capability management of outpatient 
clinic sessions.  

Patients waiting over one year are concentrated in a small number of specialties namely, 
orthopaedics, ENT, ophthalmology, dermatology, general surgery, neurology and urology.  The 
HSE is addressing capacity and capability issues in these specialties and is exploring the poten-
tial to see patients on a group basis to utilise any unused capacity where available.  A number 
of other initiatives are also under way to provide alternative pathways of care that will ensure 
quicker access for patients to a broader range of health professionals.

30/09/2014WRA01750Medicinal Products Licensing

30/09/2014WRA0180084. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health his views on the forthcoming 
seminar scheduled in November by the Genesis II group, in which unregulated products such 
as MMS and CD, which claim to cure autism and cancer and are banned in the US and UK, will 
be sold; if the Health Products Regulatory Authority has the necessary powers to ensure these 
events do not take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36505/14]

30/09/2014WRA01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Irish and EU 
medicines legislation requires that any product which it is claimed treats a medical condition 
must be authorised as a medicinal product by the European Medicines Agency or the Health 
Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) before being placed on the market. From the informa-
tion available to me, the product referred to as Master Mineral Solution (MMS) or CD contains 
the substance chlorine dioxide. MMS is not authorised as a medicine for sale or supply in 
Ireland and it is therefore an offence to place this product on the market in Ireland without a 
marketing authorisation.

The HPRA continues to advise consumers not to take this product as its safety and efficacy 
have not been evaluated or accepted by any medicines regulatory agency. The Food Safety Au-
thority and the National Poisons Information Centre of Ireland have also issued a public safety 
warning regarding the use of MMS. 

The HPRA has confirmed that it is actively following up on this issue as a matter of urgency. 
Consumers experiencing side effects thought to be associated with MMS are advised to consult 
a health care professional.

As Minister I would be very concerned at the promotion of unauthorised products for which 
unfounded claims of medicinal benefits are made. I would strongly advise people not to pur-
chase such products, which may well be harmful to anyone who consumes them.

30/09/2014WRA01950Early Child Care Education

30/09/2014WRA0200085. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will provide special needs as-
sistants for children with disabilities attending pre-schools and crèches. [36157/14]

30/09/2014WRA02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme, which is the responsibility of my col-
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league, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, provides for a free pre-school year to eli-
gible children in the year before they commence primary school.  The objective of this scheme 
is to support early learning in a formal setting in advance of starting school.  I understand that 
certain flexibilities are built into the scheme in an effort to accommodate children with special 
needs, such as an overage exemption, or waiver, for children with special needs who do not 
meet the age criteria and the option to avail of the free pre-school year over two years.  

The Health Service Executive has no statutory obligation to provide assistant supports for 
children with special needs wishing to avail of the free pre-school year.  However, the HSE does 
work at local level and in partnership with the relevant disability service providers to address 
individual needs as they arise.  This is done, for example, by funding special pre-schools that 
cater specifically for children with disabilities.  In some cases at local level, disability services 
have also facilitated children with disabilities to attend mainstream pre-schools by providing 
assistant supports where possible and where resources are available.

At a national level, a dedicated Cross-Sectoral Team, comprising representatives of my 
Department, the HSE, the Department of Education and Skills and the Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs plays a key role in fostering greater collaboration on children’s disability is-
sues and to build on the cross-sectoral working arrangements that are already in place.  A sub 
group of this Cross-Sectoral Team has been set up to examine the issues around the integration 
of children with disabilities into mainstream pre-school settings, building on previous analysis 
in this area.  Representatives of the Departments of Health, Children and Youth Affairs, Educa-
tion and Skills, the Health Service Executive and of the City and County Childcare Committees 
are members of this group and it is chaired by the Department of Health.  The issue of supports 
for children with disabilities in mainstream pre-school settings is being examined by this sub-
group, which is due to report to the Cross-Sectoral Team in the near future.

30/09/2014WRA02150Cancer Screening Programmes

30/09/2014WRA0220086. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
the planned extension of free breast screening to women in the 65 to 69 years age bracket; the 
timeframe now envisaged for its introduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36543/14]

30/09/2014WRA02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As indicated in previous replies, I fully 
support the proposed extension of the Breastcheck screening programme to the 65-69 year age 
cohort.  The timing of the implementation of this priority extension of the service will depend 
on the availability of resources and will be kept under review in this context.

30/09/2014WRA02350Health Insurance Regulation

30/09/2014WRA0240087. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Health the measures he has taken 
or hopes to take to stabilise the private health insurance market; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36496/14]

30/09/2014WRA02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There is a need for much greater cost con-
trol in the private health insurance industry so that premiums are affordable for as many people 
as possible.  My Department and the Health Insurance Authority (HIA) monitor the factors that 
contribute to costs on an ongoing basis. The cost of private health insurance is influenced by 
issues such as the number of persons and the age profile of those holding private health insur-
ance, ongoing medical innovations which can have an impact on the cost of care and the cost 
of claims. 
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I am determined to address the issues contributing to increased costs in the sector. Health 
insurers also have an important role to play in keeping health insurance affordable. I welcome 
the 2% reduction in claims costs across the market for 2013 reported by the HIA and urge 
the sector to further build on this positive achievement. As part of the Consultative Forum on 
Health Insurance, Mr. Pat McLoughlin was appointed as Independent Chair to work with insur-
ance companies, my Department and the HIA to identify effective cost management strategies 
for the industry. Mr. McLoughlin’s final report is expected shortly and I will consider how the 
recommendations can best be implemented.  

I am also keen to create the best possible environment within which more people, particu-
larly young people, will want to obtain and retain private health insurance. Under Lifetime 
Community Rating, from 1 May 2015 loadings will be incurred by anyone aged 35 or over tak-
ing out private health insurance for the first time. Loadings can be avoided by taking out health 
insurance before this date. I am also going to address the sharp price increase that younger 
people currently experience when they can no longer avail of student discounts. This has led 
to a substantial reduction in penetration rates in the 20-25 age group, which I will address by 
making legislative provision for the introduction of Young Adult rates in 2015.  

These measures are designed to encourage more people to join the market at younger ages, 
which is critical to the sustainability of our system of community-rated health insurance.

30/09/2014WRA02550Mental Health Services Provision

30/09/2014WRA0260088. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health in view of the case in 
the High Court at the end of August where no inpatient bed was available for a teenager with 
psychiatric difficulties, if he is satisfied that the welfare of children with such difficulties is 
being adequately catered for considering the new stresses on the system since 16 and 17 year 
olds have been brought into child and adolescent mental health services; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35735/14]

30/09/2014WRA02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Mental 
Health Division of the HSE is committed to ensuring that all aspects of Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health services (CAMHS) are delivered nationally in a consistent and timely fashion.  A 
Vision for Change describes how services should be coordinated and integrated to meet the full 
range of social, psychological and physical care needs of children with mental health problems.

The Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service is a key Service Improvement Project for 
the HSE. The project aims to improve access to and use of CAMHS In-patient, Day Hospital 
and Community based services, particularly in the context of agreed protocols governing the 
area of 16-17 year olds. The first meeting of a multi-disciplinary Group established to progress 
this project took place this month, and it is intended that meetings will be held on a monthly 
basis.  The Group has also met with the Management Teams of all four CAMHS In-Patient 
units, to review various operational issues including eliminating any restrictions inhibiting full 
operational bed usage in certain circumstances.

In June of this year, the operational capacity of the Child and Adolescent Acute Inpatient 
Units was 56 beds. However, due to building works and temporary difficulties arising from 
loss of certain staff in three of the CAMHS Units, capacity nationally has reduced to 46. It is 
planned that these issues will be resolved as quickly as possible, and that capacity will increase 
to 58 by year-end. In addition, construction work is continuing on a new 22 Bed unit at the 
Cherry Orchard Hospital site in Dublin, which will be completed in September 2015. Where 
required, and if no public bed is available, in-patient beds are utilised in private hospitals. There 
are also a small number of children that may require placement outside of the State, where this 
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is deemed to be the best service option in such cases.     

It should be noted also that the HSE Mental Health Division is placing particular focus at the 
moment on overcoming certain issues to improve recruitment and retention rates for Consultant 
Psychiatrists.

30/09/2014WRA02750Departmental Budgets

30/09/2014WRA0280089. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will detail the cur-
rent health budget deficit; the expectation of the final figure for this year’s deficit; the steps he 
is taking to ensure that this deficit will be met in 2014; the services that the current Government 
might restrict if the health budget does not increase sufficiently for next year in line with the 
existing increase and envisioned increased use of services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36542/14]

30/09/2014WRA02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In Vote terms the Health Service Execu-
tive Vote 39 is showing a net current deficit of €260m against profile at the end of September.  
However, receipts from the UK which were profiled for November  were actually received in 
September; when this is excluded, a net current deficit of €432m emerges.

In income and expenditure terms the HSE is reporting a year to date net expenditure of 
€7.039 billion to the end of July against a budget of €6.754 billion, leading to a variance of 
€285 million. The acute hospital sector accounts for €160m or 57% of the overall deficit. Em-
ployment agency costs were €194m, up €63m on last year, a significant element of which was 
incurred in acute hospital services. The Primary Care Division had an overall deficit of €54m 
with local demand-led schemes a key area experiencing excess expenditure.

Undoubtedly, 2014 is proving to be a financially challenging year for the health services.  
While the budgetary targets this year are particularly constrained, it is important to recognise 
that very demanding financial and resource constraints have applied in each of the last number 
of years as a direct consequence of the crisis in the public finances.  The cumulative impact of 
this unprecedented period of financial and resource restraint has resulted in reductions in the 
health service budget of the order of €1.5 billion since 2008 with numbers employed reduced 
by over 14,000 over this period. 

These challenges come at a time when the demand for health services is increasing each 
year which, in turn, is driving costs upwards. Despite these resource reductions the HSE has 
managed to support growing demand for its services arising from such factors as population 
growth, increased levels of chronic disease, the ageing of the population, increased demand for 
prescription drugs, and new costly medical technologies and treatments. 

Currently it is anticipated that a supplementary estimate above €500 million will be required 
to support services in 2014. This is based on costs to the end of July and takes account of the 
HSE’s best estimate of likely expenditure to year end, mitigated by ongoing cost containment 
plans and income generation. It is important to stress that, as with any forecast, there is some 
degree of uncertainty particularly given the scale of the overall HSE cost base, the complexity 
of the services and the lack of a national financial system. This forecast deficit excludes any 
overrun on the State Claims Agency. 

The HSE continues to work closely with my Department to mitigate the projected deficit to 
the greatest degree possible.

The level of funding available for the health budget and the extent of the savings required in 
the health sector are being considered as part of the estimates and budgetary process for 2015 
which is currently underway. Pending completion of the national estimates, budgetary and ser-
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vice planning process for 2015 it is not possible to predict the service levels to be provided next 
year.

30/09/2014WRA02950Maternity Services

30/09/2014WRA0300090. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will withdraw the guidance 
document for the implementation of the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act, which ampli-
fies rather than minimises the flaws in the legislation and leaves Ireland still in breach of the 
European Court of Human Rights, as a woman whose life is in danger cannot effectively access 
her legal right to an abortion. [36497/14]

30/09/2014WRA03100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I welcome the publication of the Guidance 
Document for the Implementation of the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act and it is my 
understanding that this document is in full compliance with the Act.  In addition, the Guidance 
Document identifies referral pathways to fulfil the requirements of the Act, and other relevant 
matters, and this information should assist health professionals in the practical operation of the 
Act.

I wish to thank the relevant professional bodies and all the members of the Committee for 
their expertise, dedication and support in drafting this important Document.

30/09/2014WRA03150National Children’s Hospital

30/09/2014WRA0320091. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
national children’s hospital; the extent the initial preparatory work in terms of planning per-
mission and identification of the scale and size of the project has been identified and agreed; if 
agreement has been reached as to the full extent of services intended within the hospital com-
plex; the extent to which previous expenditure relating to the Mater hospital site in the sum of 
€50 million will be utilised by way of reduction in the capital costs of the current project; when 
he expects to be in a position to arrange for the start of the project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36506/14]

30/09/2014WRA03300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board is the statutory body responsible for planning, designing, building and equipping 
the new children’s hospital.  The new hospital will be co-located with St James’s Hospital, and 
ultimately tri-located with a maternity hospital to be developed on campus. In addition to the 
main hospital, the project includes two satellite centres at the campuses of Tallaght and Con-
nolly Hospitals.

The Project Brief for the hospital, prepared by the Development Board in conjunction with 
the Children’s Hospital Group Board, was approved by the HSE in June 2014, with the prior 
consent of the Minister for Health.  It sets out details of the specialties to be provided and the 
planned accommodation. This will include 384 in-patient beds, all in single en-suite rooms with 
in-room parent accommodation, a further 85 daycare beds and 14 theatres, including three hy-
brid theatres to facilitate access to imaging during surgery,  all in the main hospital.  There will 
be 111 outpatient consulting examination rooms across both the main hospital and the two satel-
lite centres, as well as ED and urgent care facilities. Car parking for 1,000 vehicles is planned at 
the main hospital, while sufficient parking will also be provided at the satellite centres.  

Approximately €39m was spent in the previous phase of this project at the Mater campus. 
Work undertaken for the project on that site, in particular development of activity projections 
and capacity requirements, development of functional requirements and decisions on workflow, 
adjacency planning and logistics, has been built on in developing the Project Brief for the hos-
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pital in its new location.

Following a rigorous  procurement process, the design team for the project has been ap-
pointed and began work on designing the hospital in early August with the aim of submitting a 
planning application in June 2015.  Ahead of this, the Development Board has been engaging 
with both Dublin City Council and An Bord Pleanala over the past number of months in relation 
to all planning issues and will continue to do so. Subject to planning permission, the project is 
expected to be on site at all three locations in January 2016.

30/09/2014WRA03350Services for People with Disabilities

30/09/2014WRA0340092. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the action he and the Health Service 
Executive will take to assist St. Christopher’s Services to continue providing a safe and quality 
service to the residents of Morlea House, County Longford, and Marian Avenue, Ballymahon, 
County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36485/14]

30/09/2014WRA03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Pro-
gramme for Government committed to putting National Standards for Residential Services for 
People with Disabilities on a statutory footing, to ensure that services could be inspected by 
HIQA. This commitment was fulfilled when two regulations, one relating to care and support 
and the second relating to registration issues, were approved and signed by the Minister for 
Health, with the scheme commencing on 1st November 2013. 

The introduction of registration and inspection represents a significant advance in terms of 
delivering consistent and high quality services for people with disabilities in residential ser-
vices.  The purpose of the regulations is to safeguard and support the delivery of person-centred 
care to vulnerable people of any age who are receiving residential care services and ensure that 
their health, well-being and quality of life is promoted and protected. This will empower pro-
viders to deliver even higher quality standards.  

St. Christopher’s Services in Longford delivers services on behalf of the HSE. Like all non-
statutory providers, St. Christopher’s are responsible for the management of their resources 
within their allocated funding. I have been assured by the HSE that it has been working with the 
Board of Directors of St. Christopher’s Services to address their funding concerns.

A number of measures to reduce their funding deficit have been proposed and meetings are 
ongoing in this regard. The HSE will continue to work with St. Christopher’s and assist them in 
finding efficiencies within their service.

30/09/2014WRA03550Orthodontic Service Provision

30/09/2014WRA0360093. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
of the progress being made on the delivery of orthodontic care through orthodontic therapists; 
his plans to extend the remit of the Health Information and Quality Authority to cover those 
practitioners delivering orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36437/14]

30/09/2014WRA03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE 
Dublin North East (DNE) Orthodontic Service has been chosen as the pilot area for this new 
training programme. One member of the dental hygienist staff and one member of the dental 
nursing staff have commenced training in September 2014. In the course of training these stu-
dents will work under the direct supervision of specialist orthodontists currently working in 
HSE units in the treatment of a number of children eligible for HSE-funded orthodontic treat-
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ment. This course is being accredited by Dublin Dental Hospital, Trinity College and is one 
year in duration. 

Practitioners delivering orthodontic treatment are required to be registered by the Dental 
Council. The Council has power, subject in some instances to confirmation by the High Court to 
advise, admonish, censure, suspend, attach conditions to registration or erase a dentist’s name 
from the Register. Extension of the remit of the Health Information and Quality Authority in the 
manner suggested by the Deputy is not considered necessary or appropriate.

30/09/2014WRA03750Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

30/09/2014WRA0380094. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the way he proposes to address 
waiting times for the fair deal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36532/14]

30/09/2014WRA03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE 
operates a national placement list for the Nursing Homes Support Scheme to enable it to oper-
ate within budget.  All applicants who are approved for funding are put on the placement list 
in chronological order by the date of determination of their application. Funding issues to ap-
plicants in this chronological order to ensure equity nationally. Funding is released by the HSE 
on a weekly basis to ensure those on the placement list receive funding as soon as possible.  
Currently, the average waiting time on the placement list following funding approval is 15 
weeks. As of the 23rd  September (latest figures available), there are 2,007 on the placement list 
awaiting funding release.

Funding for these services will be considered in the context of the Estimates Process 2015, 
which is currently underway.  The funding that will be available must be balanced across all 
of the various service areas in a way that achieves the best possible outcomes for the greatest 
number of service users and prioritises areas of greatest need as far as possible.

30/09/2014WRB00150Health Services Staff

30/09/2014WRB0020095. Deputy Liam Twomey asked the Minister for Health the alternatives to agency staff 
available to him in view of the significant cost increases in using agency staff in the Health 
Service Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36492/14]

30/09/2014WRB00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In the Health Sector which provides 24/7 
care 365 days of the year, flexibility is required that allows the use of overtime and agency staff 
to meet agreed and approved service levels. Recourse to overtime or agency is necessary for a 
variety of reasons including, for example, over-runs in operating theatres, sudden increases in 
service demand, to cover for sick leave, annual leave and maternity leave.  However, the HSE 
is focused on reducing current levels of agency usage recognising that the increase in agency 
spending to date this year, up 42% to the end of July compared with 2013, is unsustainable.

In order to mitigate the impact on front-line services of the reduction in employment num-
bers that has been required, the priority is to reform how health services are delivered in order 
to ensure a more productive and cost effective health system.  Agency staff cannot be used to 
substitute for staff losses as a result of the need to reduce health sector employment. The revised 
working arrangements provided for in the Haddington Road Agreement are a pivotal element 
in this regard. The Agreement has made a number of measures available to the HSE to reduce 
agency costs while maintaining existing service levels. These include the Graduate Nurse Ini-
tiative, the Support Staff Intern Scheme and the additional employee hours made available to 
the HSE due to increased working hours.
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In addition, while it is necessary to continue to control public sector employment, arrange-
ments are in place in the HSE to allow the recruitment of staff where it has been established that 
there is an urgent service requirement. The scope for offering temporary contracts to fill posts 
on a temporary basis where it is established that there is a service need and that savings can be 
achieved by direct employment compared with agency usage is also under consideration.

30/09/2014WRB00350Cancer Screening Programmes

30/09/2014WRB0040096. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the programme for Govern-
ment commitment on the extension of BreastCheck will be honoured; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36530/14]

30/09/2014WRB00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As indicated in previous replies, I fully sup-
port the proposed extension of the Breastcheck screening programme to the 65-69 year age co-
hort.  The timing of the implementation of this extension of the service will depend on the avail-
ability of resources and is being considered in the context of the Estimates process for 2015.

30/09/2014WRB00550Hospital Staff

30/09/2014WRB0060097. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied with the 
level of resources allocated to Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9, in particular to its emergency 
department to meet demand for services; and if he will indicate how very severe incidents of 
overcrowding in recent weeks can be adequately addressed so as to guarantee patient safety at 
the hospital. [36463/14]

30/09/2014WRB00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Beaumont Hospital continuously monitors 
staffing levels in the Emergency Department (ED) to meet service demands.  In times of severe 
pressure, additional staff are allocated to the department. The challenges in the ED reflect both 
increased demand for emergency care and a slowing down of patient flow within the hospital.  
A number of factors have impacted on the hospital’s ability to maintain the progress which had 
been evident in its ED activity up to July, including:

- An increase in patients presenting, up to 26% of whom require admission;

- Reduced medical discharges due to age and acuity of patients presenting;

- Delayed discharges (in excess of 80 patients), with reduced access to private nursing 
homes for transitional care due to lack of bed capacity;

- Increased bed requirements for patients receiving radiation oncology services;

- Cleaning and infection control measures leading to temporary closure of 14 beds.

In addition to the general measures employed to promote patient flow, such as frequent ward 
rounds, increased access to diagnostics and fast-tracking referrals to other teams in order to ex-
pedite discharges, a number of initiatives are being pursued to accelerate patient flow through 
the hospital:

- ‘Care of the Elderly’ physicians have extended clinical cover to 32 existing step-down beds 
at Clontarf and 50 existing beds at Lusk to enable discharge and prevention of re-admission;

- A review of processes is being undertaken in the Acute Medical Assessment Unit, in con-
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junction with the SDU, to enable more effective functioning of the ED and patient flow;

- Continued focus on length of stay has enabled reduction of 2 days on average length of 
stay;

- Focus on discharge is being enabled through the use of a simple visual operational tool in 
every ward for management of patient care from admission to medical discharge or transfer.

All of the measures described are focussed on improving patient experiences at Beaumont 
hospital.  Significant work is also ongoing with the primary care and community care sectors to 
promote access to appropriate care at an appropriate location, whether that is in a primary care 
centre, the hospital or a therapeutic or long-term nursing care setting.

30/09/2014WRB00750Mental Health Services Provision

30/09/2014WRB0080098. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the measures that will be put 
in place to tackle the difficulties in the provision of child and adolescent mental health services; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36538/14]

30/09/2014WRB00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Mental 
Health Division of the HSE is committed to ensuring that all aspects of Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health services (CAMHS) are delivered nationally in a consistent and timely fashion.  A 
Vision for Change describes how services should be coordinated and integrated to meet the full 
range of social, psychological and physical care needs of children with mental health problems.

The Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service is a key Service Improvement Project for 
the HSE. The project aims to improve access to and use of CAMHS In-patient, Day Hospital 
and Community based services, particularly in the context of agreed protocols governing the 
area of 16-17 year olds. The first meeting of a multi-disciplinary Group established to progress 
this project took place this month, and it is intended that meetings will be held on a monthly 
basis.  The Group has also met with the Management Teams of all four CAMHS In-Patient 
units, to review various operational issues including eliminating any restrictions inhibiting full 
operational bed usage in certain circumstances.

In June of this year, the operational capacity of the Child and Adolescent Acute Inpatient 
Units was 56 beds. However, due to building works and temporary difficulties arising from 
loss of certain staff in three of the CAMHS Units, capacity nationally has reduced to 46. It is 
planned that these issues will be resolved as quickly as possible, and that capacity will increase 
to 58 by year-end. In addition, construction work is continuing on a new 22 Bed unit at the 
Cherry Orchard Hospital site in Dublin, which will be completed in September 2015. Where 
required, and if no public bed is available, in-patient beds are utilised in private hospitals. There 
are also a small number of children that may require placement outside of the State, where this 
is deemed to be the best service option in such cases.

It should be noted also that the HSE Mental Health Division is placing particular focus at the 
moment on overcoming certain issues to improve recruitment and retention rates for Consultant 
Psychiatrists.

As part of development funding prioritised by this Government since 2012 for mental health 
overall, upwards of 230 new posts have been allocated to Child and Adolescent Community 
Mental Health Teams. This additional investment is intended to enable CAMHS teams to ca-
ter for all age ranges up to 18 years. Area Mental Health Management Teams are now also in 
place across the country, to ensure a more seamless service between CAMHS and Adult Mental 
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Health services.

30/09/2014WRB00950Hospital Staff

30/09/2014WRB0100099. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the total number of con-
sultant posts being filled by agency staff in Letterkenny General Hospital; the total cost in 2014 
to Letterkenny General Hospital of the agency paid consultants; if an allowance will be made in 
the Letterkenny General Hospital budget to reflect this situation; his plans to attract consultants 
to Letterkenny General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36493/14]

30/09/2014WRB01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): To date, there have been significant chal-
lenges in filling medical posts including Consultant posts at Letterkenny General Hospital.  
At present there are 7.5 WTE posts currently being filled by Agency Consultant Staff.  Two 
of these posts commenced in August 2014.  The cost of the remaining 5.5 WTE agency paid 
Consultants to Letterkenny General Hospital as at 31st July 2014 is €933k (January to July), 
inclusive of agency fees and VAT at 23%.

Consultants are only employed via agency when all other opportunities to recruit on payroll 
have been exhausted. As with all recruitment, all efforts to source suitable personnel on payroll 
continue to be exercised.  The determination of the allocation of Budget for Letterkenny Gen-
eral Hospital will be a matter for HSE management to determine, taking account of all relevant 
factors including service delivery and staffing issues.

30/09/2014WRB01150Departmental Correspondence

30/09/2014WRB01200100. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health if his Department has received re-
quests for information from the Ombudsman, concerning the special housing needs of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare, with a deadline for reply of 9 August 2014; and if a reply 
has issued to the Ombudsman. [36438/14]

30/09/2014WRB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department has received a query from 
the Ombudsman and is currently investigating the matters raised.  A reply to the Ombudsman 
will issue shortly.

30/09/2014WRB01350Cancer Screening Programmes

30/09/2014WRB01400101. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Health the progress that has 
been made on extending the free national breast cancer screening programme, BreastCheck, to 
women aged 65 to 69 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36546/14]

30/09/2014WRB01500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As indicated in previous replies, I fully sup-
port the proposed extension of the Breastcheck screening programme to the 65-69 year age co-
hort.  The timing of the implementation of this extension of the service will depend on the avail-
ability of resources and is being considered in the context of the Estimates process for 2015.

30/09/2014WRB01550Health Promotion

30/09/2014WRB01600102. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the progress of the Healthy Ireland project; his priorities in this area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36495/14]

30/09/2014WRB01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Healthy Ireland, A Framework for Improved 
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Health and Wellbeing 2013-2025, was launched in March 2013. It is the national framework for 
action to improve the health and well-being of the country over the coming generation.

The Framework has four goals:

- Increase the proportion of people who are healthy at all stages of life;

- Reduce health inequalities;

- Protect the public from threats to health and well-being; and

- Create an environment where every individual and sector of society can play their part in 
achieving a healthy Ireland.

The priorities for Healthy Ireland address these four overarching goals. 

The initial priority for Healthy Ireland has been to put in place the underpinning architec-
ture to establish clear structures and accountability mechanisms for implementation on which 
current and future progress can be measured, evaluated and reported on. There has also been a 
strong focus on the development of the wider enablers of implementation such as stakeholder 
consultation, building a supportive culture, communication and leadership. This includes dis-
cussions with a range of different organisations and bodies to create awareness and deliver 
information about Healthy Ireland, to build new relationships, and to commence exploratory 
discussions about potential collaborations or initiatives that could be aligned with the Healthy 
Ireland goals and vision.

A number of key projects have been initiated since the publication of the Framework. Priori-
ties are:

- A National Physical Activity Plan, being developed in collaboration with the Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport and other stakeholders, to encourage greater participation in, 
and greater recognition of, the importance of physical activity. This Plan will be an exemplar 
of Healthy Ireland in action and will be a significant opportunity to build a new cross-sectoral 
approach to meeting the goals and vision of Healthy Ireland;

- An annual Healthy Ireland Survey which will gather information to inform the develop-
ment of robust baseline data, at a national level, on a range of health and well-being indicators, 
e.g. tobacco use, alcohol consumption, physical activity, diet, sexual health and well-being etc. 
Ethical approval has been received and preparatory work including cognitive testing of ques-
tions is nearing completion. It is expected that the first wave of the survey will happen in Q4 
2014. This will be the first new data of this type since the SLAN survey of 2007;

-  A Research, Data and Innovation Plan which will provide a coordinated strategic ap-
proach to improve the generation and use of knowledge in areas relevant to Healthy Ireland is 
in development. A prioritised research programme for Healthy Ireland will be agreed, on a cross 
sectoral basis, which will facilitate the incorporation of research into practice, programme and 
policy decisions. It is anticipated that the plan will be completed in Q4 2014;

- An Outcomes Framework is being developed to provide a coherent approach to monitor-
ing, evaluating and reporting on the implementation of the Healthy Ireland framework;

- Key policies and strategies being implemented under the Healthy Ireland umbrella in-
clude: Tobacco Free Ireland, Obesity Policy, a new National Sexual Health Strategy, the Na-
tional Positive Ageing Strategy, Suicide Prevention Strategic Framework, Public Health ap-
proach to Alcohol;
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- Co-operating with and supporting the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in the 
implementation of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures, The National Policy Framework for 
Children and Young People;

- Developing a national ‘Healthy Workplace’ framework across both the public and private 
sector on a collaborative basis;

-  A Healthy Ireland Council, chaired by Mr Keith Wood, has been appointed and the Coun-
cil held its inaugural meeting on 26 June 2014. It was addressed by Dr Margaret Chan, Director 
General of the World Health Organisation. It is scheduled to meet again on 23 October 2014. 
The Council is a key initiative to leverage engagement with whole-of-society and to connect 
and mobilise communities, families and individuals into a national movement with the aim of 
supporting everyone to enjoy the best possible health and well-being; and

- A number of Healthy Ireland co-branded initiatives, including across private sector part-
nerships will roll out in the next 6 to 18 months, supporting the ongoing communication and 
stakeholder engagement strategy to build a supportive culture and environment as envisaged in 
the vision and goals of Healthy Ireland.

I am satisfied with the progress being made by Healthy Ireland. Healthy Ireland is one the 
four pillars of Future Health, the Strategic Framework for Reform of the Health Service 2015-
2015. It emphasises the need to move from simply treating ill people to a new concentration 
on keeping people healthy. I believe that we must prioritise the health and well-being of the 
population and this means that all sectors of society and government must play their part in 
achieving the goals of Healthy Ireland. I am conscious that more effort needs to be invested in 
health and well-being in order to overcome the health inequalities that some communities face 
and to combat the effects of modern diet and lifestyle on health. It will be necessary to substan-
tially develop the concept and practice of cross departmental, cross sectoral working in order to 
embed the concept of ‘Health in all Policies’ across government. This is a key objective of the 
World Health Organisation’s Health 2020 policy on which Healthy Ireland is modelled.

30/09/2014WRB01750Health Promotion

30/09/2014WRB01800103. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health his priorities for implementing 
the Healthy Ireland project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36503/14]

30/09/2014WRB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Healthy Ireland, A Framework for Improved 
Health and Wellbeing 2013-2025, was launched in March 2013. It is the national framework for 
action to improve the health and well-being of the country over the coming generation.

The Framework has four goals:

- Increase the proportion of people who are healthy at all stages of life;

- Reduce health inequalities;

- Protect the public from threats to health and well-being; and

- Create an environment where every individual and sector of society can play their part in 
achieving a healthy Ireland.

The priorities for Healthy Ireland address these four overarching goals. 

The initial priority for Healthy Ireland has been to put in place the underpinning architec-
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ture to establish clear structures and accountability mechanisms for implementation on which 
current and future progress can be measured, evaluated and reported on. There has also been a 
strong focus on the development of the wider enablers of implementation such as stakeholder 
consultation, building a supportive culture, communication and leadership. This includes dis-
cussions with a range of different organisations and bodies to create awareness and deliver 
information about Healthy Ireland, to build new relationships, and to commence exploratory 
discussions about potential collaborations or initiatives that could be aligned with the Healthy 
Ireland goals and vision. 

A number of key projects have been initiated since the publication of the Framework. Priori-
ties are:

- A National Physical Activity Plan, being developed in collaboration with the Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport and other stakeholders, to encourage greater participation in, 
and greater recognition of, the importance of physical activity. This Plan will be an exemplar 
of Healthy Ireland in action and will be a significant opportunity to build a new cross-sectoral 
approach to meeting the goals and vision of Healthy Ireland;

- An annual Healthy Ireland Survey which will gather information to inform the develop-
ment of robust baseline data, at a national level, on a range of health and well-being indicators, 
e.g. tobacco use, alcohol consumption, physical activity, diet, sexual health and well-being etc. 
Ethical approval has been received and preparatory work including cognitive testing of ques-
tions is nearing completion. It is expected that the first wave of the survey will happen in Q4 
2014. This will be the first new data of this type since the SLAN survey of 2007;

- A Research, Data and Innovation Plan which will provide a coordinated strategic approach 
to improve the generation and use of knowledge in areas relevant to Healthy Ireland is in de-
velopment. A prioritised research programme for Healthy Ireland will be agreed, on a cross 
sectoral basis, which will facilitate the incorporation of research into practice, programme and 
policy decisions. It is anticipated that the plan will be completed in Q4 2014;

- An Outcomes Framework is being developed to provide a coherent approach to monitor-
ing, evaluating and reporting on the implementation of the Healthy Ireland framework;

- Key policies and strategies being implemented under the Healthy Ireland umbrella in-
clude: Tobacco Free Ireland, Obesity Policy, a new National Sexual Health Strategy, the Na-
tional Positive Ageing Strategy, Suicide Prevention Strategic Framework, Public Health ap-
proach to Alcohol;

- Co-operating with and supporting the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in the 
implementation of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures, The National Policy Framework for 
Children and Young People;

- Developing a national ‘Healthy Workplace’ framework across both the public and private 
sector on a collaborative basis;

- A Healthy Ireland Council, chaired by Mr Keith Wood, has been appointed and the Council 
held its inaugural meeting on 26 June 2014. It was addressed by Dr Margaret Chan, Director 
General of the World Health Organisation. It is scheduled to meet again on 23 October 2014. 
The Council is a key initiative to leverage engagement with whole-of-society and to connect 
and mobilise communities, families and individuals into a national movement with the aim of 
supporting everyone to enjoy the best possible health and well-being; and

- A number of Healthy Ireland co-branded initiatives, including across private sector part-
nerships will roll out in the next 6 to 18 months, supporting the ongoing communication and 
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stakeholder engagement strategy to build a supportive culture and environment as envisaged in 
the vision and goals of Healthy Ireland.

I am satisfied with the progress being made by Healthy Ireland. Healthy Ireland is one the 
four pillars of Future Health, the Strategic Framework for Reform of the Health Service 2015-
2015. It emphasises the need to move from simply treating ill people to a new concentration 
on keeping people healthy. I believe that we must prioritise the health and well-being of the 
population and this means that all sectors of society and government must play their part in 
achieving the goals of Healthy Ireland. I am conscious that more effort needs to be invested in 
health and well-being in order to overcome the health inequalities that some communities face 
and to combat the effects of modern diet and lifestyle on health. It will be necessary to substan-
tially develop the concept and practice of cross departmental, cross sectoral working in order to 
embed the concept of ‘Health in all Policies’ across government. This is a key objective of the 
World Health Organisation’s Health 2020 policy on which Healthy Ireland is modelled.

30/09/2014WRB01950Health Promotion

30/09/2014WRB02000104. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will co-ordinate a strategy 
between the Health Service Executive and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport to 
promote a healthy lifestyle programme for Irish youths; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35762/14]

30/09/2014WRB02100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Healthy Ireland, A Framework for Improved 
Health and Wellbeing 2013-2025, was launched in March 2013. It is the national framework for 
action to improve the health and well-being of the country over the coming generation. One of 
the priority actions being undertaken under Healthy Ireland is the development of a National 
Physical Activity Plan. My Department and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
are currently co-chairing a working group developing this Plan. The group, which comprises 
key stakeholders with an interest and an expertise in physical activity, is focusing attention on 
operational issues to encourage greater participation in, and greater recognition of, the impor-
tance of physical activity. A draft plan will be circulated for consultation shortly and it is antici-
pated that the plan will be launched early in 2015.

In addition to the development of the physical activity plan, a range of other initiatives 
which support, encourage and promote healthy lifestyles are already in existence, details of 
some of which are available on the HSE’s website at www.hse.ie and on www.healthpromo-
tion.ie. My Department is also working with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in 
the implementation of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures, The National Policy Framework for 
Children and Young People and with the HSE, the Department of Education and Skills and the 
Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST) to strengthen collaboration, streamlin-
ing and simplifying current oversight structures for SPHE in schools. Many other initiatives 
which promote healthy lifestyles are also delivered by a range of community and voluntary 
organisations all around Ireland.

30/09/2014WRB02150Emergency Planning

30/09/2014WRB02200105. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the measures the State has in place to deal with potential epidemics, particularly in view of the 
ongoing ebola crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36494/14]

30/09/2014WRB02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Emergency Planning in Ireland is structured 
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around the “Lead Government Department” principle.  There are currently 41 emergency types, 
each with a Lead Government Department (LGD) set out in Annex ‘A’ to Strategic Emergency 
Planning Guidance.  The Government Department that is responsible for an activity in normal 
conditions retains that responsibility during a major emergency.  When an emergency occurs 
it is the responsibility of the relevant lead Government Department to chair the National Co-
ordination Group (NCG) which deals with the relevant emergency.

The Department of Health is currently the LGD for two emergency types:

- Pandemic influenza and other public health emergencies

- Biological incidents (where incident is primarily a public health incident).

Consequently my Department would be responsible for calling and chairing a meeting of 
the National Co-ordination Group should this be necessary for dealing with issues arising from 
any outbreak of pandemic influenza or other public health emergencies.

EU Decision No 1082/2013/EU of the European Parliament on serious cross-border threats 
to health agreed under the Irish Presidency came into force in November, 2013.  The Decision 
provides a coherent framework for tackling all serious cross-border public health threats by 
addressing three main areas: preparedness and response planning; risk monitoring and assess-
ment; risk management and crisis communication.

The Health Service Executive Emerging Viral Threats Group and the Ebola Scientific Advi-
sory Group have met recently to review the situation and approve national guidance for Ebola 
and other emerging viral threats to health.  The Health Protection Surveillance Centre has is-
sued this guidance to hospitals and GPs, including an algorithm for the assessment of viral 
haemorrhagic fevers (VHFs), clinical assessment forms and advice for health care workers, 
including humanitarian aid workers, returning to or coming to Ireland following travel from an 
area affected by the Ebola Virus Disease.  The situation continues to be monitored.

In conclusion, considerable public health planning is under way with a range of bodies and 
professionals in relation to the implications of the Ebola emergency in West Africa.

30/09/2014WRB02350Universal Health Insurance Provision

30/09/2014WRB02400106. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the next steps towards universal health insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36502/14]

30/09/2014WRB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am committed to a major agenda of health 
reform, in line with the commitments contained in the Programme for Government and our 
policy statement, Future Health. I want to push ahead as soon as possible with key reforms in 
areas such as extending free GP care on a phased basis, improving the management of chronic 
diseases, implementing key financial reforms including Money Follows the Patient, and estab-
lishing hospital groups as a critical enabler of improving patient quality and efficiency.

When I became Minister for Health I reviewed our progress to date and the timescales for 
implementing very important reforms, including Universal Health Insurance, based on univer-
sal entitlement to a single-tier health service, that is based on need, not income.

I remain committed to implementing the important improvements that a UHI system is 
intended to bring. While I believe that it will not be possible to introduce a full UHI system by 
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2019, as envisaged in the White Paper on Universal Health Insurance, I want to emphasise my 
commitment to implementing reforms based on UHI and the White Paper. In order to do this I 
want to examine some key elements further and then to decide on the best way forward.

The Government published the White Paper on Universal Health Insurance in April of this 
year and my Department initiated a consultation process on it. An independent analysis of the 
submissions is under way and I expect to receive this report in the next week.

My Department has also initiated a major costing exercise to estimate the cost of UHI for 
households and the Exchequer and is working closely with the ESRI and the Health Insurance 
Authority and initial costings should be available by the end of quarter one in 2015.

The independent thematic analysis of submissions from the consultation process on the 
White Paper and the results of the major costing exercise on UHI will assist in charting a clear 
course towards the objective of a universal, single-tier health service.

30/09/2014WRB02550Health Insurance Prices

30/09/2014WRB02600107. Deputy Liam Twomey asked the Minister for Health the measures being taken by his 
Department to control the cost of private health insurance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36491/14]

30/09/2014WRB02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department and the Health Insurance 
Authority (HIA) monitor the factors that contribute to costs on an ongoing basis. The cost of 
private health insurance is influenced by issues such as the number of persons and the age pro-
file of those holding private health insurance, ongoing medical innovations which can have an 
impact on the cost of care and the cost of claims.

I am determined to address the issues contributing to increased costs in the sector. Health 
insurers also have an important role to play in keeping health insurance affordable. I welcome 
the 2% reduction in claims costs across the market for 2013 reported by the HIA and urge 
the sector to further build on this positive achievement. As part of the Consultative Forum on 
Health Insurance, Mr. Pat McLoughlin was appointed as Independent Chair to work with insur-
ance companies, my Department and the HIA to identify effective cost management strategies 
for the industry. Mr. McLoughlin’s final report is expected shortly and I will consider how the 
recommendations can best be implemented.

I am also keen to create the best possible environment within which more people, particu-
larly young people, will want to obtain and retain private health insurance. Under Lifetime 
Community Rating, from 1 May 2015 loadings will be incurred by anyone aged 35 or over tak-
ing out private health insurance for the first time. Loadings can be avoided by taking out health 
insurance before this date. I am also going to address the sharp price increase that younger 
people currently experience when they can no longer avail of student discounts. This has led 
to a substantial reduction in penetration rates in the 20-25 age group, which I will address by 
making legislative provision for the introduction of Young Adult rates in 2015.

These measures are designed to encourage more people to join the market at younger ages, 
which is critical to the sustainability of our system of community-rated health insurance.

30/09/2014WRB02750Hospital Staff

30/09/2014WRB02800108. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
the consultant posts which are being filled by agency staff in Letterkenny General Hospital; the 
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length of time that these posts have been filled by agency staff; the total cost to Letterkenny 
General Hospital in 2014 of the agency consultants; the efforts his Department is making to 
ensure that these consultant posts are filled by permanent staff; when he expects the posts to be 
filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36540/14]

30/09/2014WRB02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The HSE have advised that there are cur-
rently 7.5 WTE consultant posts in Letterkenny being filled by agency (hourly rate of pay) 
consultants as follows: 

WTE’s

No. of posts Posts filled Department
2 Have been filled by Agency Staff since August 2014 Paeds and MAU
0.5 Has been filled since June 2009 Radiology
1 Has been filled since April 2011 Radiology
1 Has been filled since July 2013 Medicine
1 Has been filled since 2008 ED
1 Has been filled since October 2013 Oncology
1 has been filled since September 2014 Surgery

The cost of WTE agency paid consultants to LGH in 2014 as at the 31st July 2014 is €933K 
(January to July) inclusive of agency fees and VAT at 23%.  The HSE has advised that every 
attempt has been made to fill these posts on a permanent basis and that consultants are only em-
ployed via agency when all other opportunities to recruit on payroll have been exhausted. Posts 
have been advertised nationally on a number of occasions for the Department of Radiology and 
Emergency Medicine, however, no suitable candidates were identified. Of the 7.5 WTE con-
sultants employed through agency, two of these posts have only recently become vacant, while 
one of the posts is a new consultant post. It is envisaged that all of the posts will be advertised 
for filling on a permanent basis in the foreseeable future and they are currently with the HSE’s 
National Recruitment Service.

Measures are in train to support consultant recruitment and retention. In July 2013 Minis-
ter Reilly established a Working Group, chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, to carry out a 
strategic review of medical training and career structures. One of the recommendations from 
the MacCraith report is that the relevant parties commence a timetabled IR engagement of 
short duration to address the barrier caused by the variation in rates of remuneration that have 
emerged since 2012 between new entrant consultants and their established peers. A number of 
meetings between the management (HSE, Departments of Health and Public Expenditure and 
Reform) and the IMO on this recommendation were facilitated by the LRC. Management pre-
sented a paper setting out a new career and pay structure for consultants. The LRC has made 
related recommendations, involving enhanced pay scales for new entrant consultants, and these 
are currently being considered by the IMO.

30/09/2014WRB02950Hospital Services

30/09/2014WRB03000109. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on 
developments in Cappagh hospital, Dublin; if he will provide an update on the number of 
operating theatres being used in comparison to full availability; his views on reports of work 
activity being severely reduced due to budget restraints (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36541/14]
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30/09/2014WRB03100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Cappagh National Orthopaedic Hospital 
is a tertiary referral centre and receives referrals from all counties in Ireland for complex or-
thopaedic care, in addition to the provision of the national surgical bone tumour service. The 
Hospital has advised that it has experienced an unprecedented increase in demand for in-patient 
treatment throughout 2014. This is consistent with trends in other jurisdictions with similar 
demographic profiles.

The cumulative effect of a reducing allocation, cessation of NTPF funding and reduction 
in income has limited surgical capability.  Cappagh Hospital has a total of 7 operating theatres. 
However, not all theatres have been in use in 2014, which is as a result of both constrained fi-
nancial capability and availability of suitably qualified nursing staff for theatre.

In terms of access, urgent patients continue to be prioritised and Cappagh Hospital has ad-
vised that due to strict chronological booking policies, all patients attending the hospital are be-
ing offered dates for surgery based on their waiting time to surgery, with due regard to clinical 
categorisation. It has also advised that day case and outpatient activity targets will be achieved 
this year.

I understand that the HSE is in active engagement with Cappagh Hospital to examine and 
agree options for optimising the available theatre resources and to ensure patients have timely 
access.  It is expected that the Hospital will be in a position to carry out additional activity be-
fore year end.

30/09/2014WRB03150Psychological Services

30/09/2014WRB03200110. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to issues with regard to the recruitment of psychologists by the Health Service Executive; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36533/14]

30/09/2014WRB03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Professionally 
trained psychologists employed by the health service play an integral role in the delivery of a 
wide range of psychological services. These include:

- working with children and their families who present with developmental, emotional or 
behavioural difficulties and others who have intellectual and physical disabilities;

- working with adolescents with a wide range of difficulties from adjustment problems to 
serious mental health issues;

- working with adults who present with mental health problems including anxiety, depres-
sion and mental disorders. 

Psychologists deliver services in a number of ways: as part of a multidisciplinary team of 
health professionals; as part of a network of health professionals; or as a sole health profes-
sional providing a service to a client. They deliver their services in a range of settings including 
community-based health centres, residential centres, nursing homes and hospitals.

Under Section 22 of the Health Act 2004, the HSE has the authority to appoint persons to be 
its employees and may determine their duties. This includes the appointment of persons to posts 
within the psychology service. With regard to the recruitment of psychologists, in the context 
of significant organisational change and re-alignment, it is the Executive’s intention to review 
the selection criteria for posts within the psychology service. The review will commence in No-
vember and, as part of this process, the views of stakeholders will be invited and consideration 
will be given to developments within the profession.
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This review is timely in order to ensure that the recruitment of professionally trained psy-
chologists continues to meet the needs of our evolving health services. I welcome the review 
and look forward to receiving the report once completed.

30/09/2014WRB03350Mental Health Services Provision

30/09/2014WRB03400111. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he considers the wel-
fare of children with mental health issues is adequately protected considering the chronic short-
age of inpatient beds throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35734/14]

30/09/2014WRB03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Mental 
Health Division of the HSE is committed to ensuring that all aspects of Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health services (CAMHS) are delivered nationally in a consistent and timely fashion.  A 
Vision for Change describes how services should be coordinated and integrated to meet the full 
range of social, psychological and physical care needs of children with mental health problems.

The Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service is a key Service Improvement Project for 
the HSE. The project aims to improve access to and use of CAMHS In-patient, Day Hospital 
and Community based services, particularly in the context of agreed protocols governing the 
area of 16-17 year olds. The first meeting of a multi-disciplinary Group established to progress 
this project took place this month, and it is intended that meetings will be held on a monthly 
basis.  The Group has also met with the Management Teams of all four CAMHS In-Patient 
units, to review various operational issues including eliminating any restrictions inhibiting full 
operational bed usage in certain circumstances.

In June of this year, the operational capacity of the Child and Adolescent Acute Inpatient 
Units was 56 beds. However, due to building works and temporary difficulties arising from 
loss of certain staff in three of the CAMHS Units, capacity nationally has reduced to 46. It is 
planned that these issues will be resolved as quickly as possible, and that capacity will increase 
to 58 by year-end. In addition, construction work is continuing on a new 22 Bed unit at the 
Cherry Orchard Hospital site in Dublin, which will be completed in September 2015. Where 
required, and if no public bed is available, in-patient beds are utilised in private hospitals. There 
are also a small number of children that may require placement outside of the State, where this 
is deemed to be the best service option in such cases.

It should be noted also that the HSE Mental Health Division is placing particular focus at the 
moment on overcoming certain issues to improve recruitment and retention rates for Consultant 
Psychiatrists.

30/09/2014WRB03550Hospital Consultants Contract Issues

30/09/2014WRB03600112. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the steps he plans to 
take to ensure that all hospital consultants are compliant with the terms of their public contract; 
the extent of serial breaches that he and his Department are aware of by hospital site; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [36544/14]

30/09/2014WRB03700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The current consultant contract which was 
negotiated in 2008 provides for the regulation of private practice and includes mechanisms for 
ensuring compliance by consultants with the permitted ratio of public to private practice.

The HSE has advised that appropriate application of the mechanism for monitoring of 
public:private mix levels by individual consultants takes place at local hospital level. Clini-
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cal Directors across all hospitals review the public:private mix ratios of individual consultants 
and where required appropriate meetings and communications with consultants about neces-
sary corrective actions are issued. As part of the process, following appropriate timeframes 
for corrective actions, the HSE will initiate formal procedures with consultants (in line with 
the procedure set out in the Consultants Contract). Every month hospital CEOs and Hospital 
Clinical Directors receive a specific report on each consultants public:private mix ratios for the 
preceding period.

In parallel to hospital monitoring, the HSE receives a national report detailing the total 
number of consultants compliant/non-compliant across each individual hospital. This allows 
the HSE to review with hospitals the requirement for corrective action where necessary. Discus-
sions about public:private mix levels form part of the performance management agenda with 
hospitals on a periodic basis.

It should be emphasised that the Consultant Contract specifies a series of steps and timelines 
that allows a non-compliant consultant to become compliant again. Thus, whilst a number of 
consultants may, according to the monitoring reports be non-compliant, they may also be ac-
tively undertaking steps to become compliant.

Implementation of Consultant Contract 2008 is primarily a matter for the HSE and the Vol-
untary Hospitals and agencies that employ consultants. My Department has written to the HSE 
concerning the need to ensure that consultants’ private work is in accordance with the provi-
sions of the contract and I am aware that the HSE has made contact with all hospitals in relation 
to the matter. As I have no role in compiling data relating to private practice I have directed your 
enquiry concerning breaches by site to the HSE for reply.

30/09/2014WRC00200Abortion Services

30/09/2014WRC00300113. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the way he 
will ensure that psychiatrists are screened to work within the new legislation in view of the fact 
that over 100 psychiatrists have signed an open letter opposing the Protection of Life During 
Pregnancy Act with many stating they would participate in the carrying out of assessments in 
effect to prevent a woman accessing her legal right to an abortion where her life is in danger 
from suicide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36498/14]

30/09/2014WRC00400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy may wish to note that the Guid-
ance Document to assist health professionals in the implementation of the Protection of Life 
During Pregnancy Act identifies clear referral pathways for assessment under Section 9 of the 
Act.

For example, if a GP considers a pregnant woman’s life to be at real and substantial risk 
from suicide, he/she should refer her urgently to the local consultant psychiatrist, or a consul-
tant obstetrician in an appropriate institution or through the appropriate emergency pathway 
depending on her condition and how critical her situation is.  If a GP experiences difficulty in 
accessing the local consultant psychiatrist, he/she can refer to the relevant Executive Clinical 
Director (Mental Health) to organise an appropriate assessment.  The Document clarifies that 
women may also present to a variety of care providers such as crisis pregnancy services, public 
health nurses, counsellors, social workers or other members of the primary care team. Such 
services can either refer the woman to her GP or advise the woman to present as an emergency 
at a hospital where appropriate.
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Provision for conscientious objections is made in Section 17 of the Act.  Section 17(3) states 
that a person who has a conscientious objection shall arrange for the transfer of care of the 
pregnant woman concerned as may be necessary to enable the woman to avail of the medical 
procedure concerned.

30/09/2014WRC00500Misuse of Drugs

30/09/2014WRC00600114. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the current status of the 
amendments to the Misuse of Drugs Act proposing changes to prescribing practice and schedul-
ing regulation of benzodiazepine and Z-drugs which have been in a lengthy consultation phase 
since 2012; when it is planned to enforce the changes which it is hoped will assist in reducing 
the high levels of open street dealing. [36487/14]

30/09/2014WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): My Depart-
ment is reviewing the Misuse of Drugs Regulations with a view to introducing substantial ad-
ditional controls on certain prescription drugs being traded illicitly, such as benzodiazepines 
and z-drugs medicines. The planned measures include introducing import and export controls, 
tighter prescribing and dispensing controls as well as an offence of possession, thereby assisting 
the law enforcement roles of Customs and An Garda Síochána.

Draft amendment Regulations have been prepared following extensive consultation with 
key stakeholders. Some further work is required and the objective is to finalise the text of the 
Regulations later this year.  Once the Regulations are ready, they are subject to a 3 month EU 
notification period under the Technical Standards Directive, because of the implications of the 
proposed regulatory changes on trade in pharmaceutical products.

30/09/2014WRC00800HSE Expenditure

30/09/2014WRC00900115. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the Health 
Service Executive’s financial position; the latest projection for the deficit in 2014; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36528/14]

30/09/2014WRC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In Vote terms the Health Service Execu-
tive Vote 39 is showing a net current deficit of €260m against profile at the end of September.  
However, receipts from the UK which were profiled for November were actually received in 
September; when this is excluded, a net current deficit of €432m emerges.

In income and expenditure terms the HSE is reporting a year to date net expenditure of 
€7.039 billion to the end of July against a budget of €6.754 billion, leading to a variance of 
€285 million. The acute hospital sector accounts for €160m  or 57% of the overall deficit. Em-
ployment agency costs were €194m, up €63m on last year, a significant element of which was 
incurred in acute hospital services. The Primary Care Division had an overall deficit of €54m 
with local demand-led schemes a key area experiencing excess expenditure.

Undoubtedly, 2014 is proving to be a financially challenging year for the health services.  
While the budgetary targets this year are particularly constrained, it is important to recognise 
that very demanding financial and resource constraints have applied in each of the last number 
of years as a direct consequence of the crisis in the public finances.  The cumulative impact of 
this unprecedented period of financial and resource restraint has resulted in reductions in the 
health service budget of the order of €1.5 billion since 2008 with numbers employed reduced 
by over 14,000 over this period.



Questions - Written Answers

132

These challenges come at a time when the demand for health services is increasing each 
year which, in turn, is driving costs upwards. Despite these resource reductions the HSE has 
managed to support growing demand for its services arising from such factors as population 
growth, increased levels of chronic disease, the ageing of the population, increased demand for 
prescription drugs, and new costly medical technologies and treatments.

Currently it is anticipated that a supplementary estimate above €500 million will be required 
to support services in 2014.  This is based on costs to the end of July and takes account of the 
HSE’s best estimate of likely expenditure to year end, mitigated by ongoing cost containment 
plans and income generation.  It is important to stress that, as with any forecast, there is some 
degree of uncertainty particularly given the scale of the overall HSE cost base, the complexity 
of the services and the lack of a national financial system.  This forecast deficit excludes any 
overrun on the State Claims Agency.

The HSE continues to work closely with my Department to mitigate the projected deficit to 
the greatest degree possible.

30/09/2014WRC01100Water Charges Exemptions

30/09/2014WRC01200116. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health the discussions his Department 
has had with the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government with 
regard to water charges and persons with mental health issues; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36534/14]

30/09/2014WRC01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The water 
charges plan submitted by Irish Water, in line with the Commission for Energy Regulation’s 
(CER) requirements, reflects both metered charges and unmetered or “assessed” charges which 
are to be as close as possible a proxy for metered usage under normal consumption circum-
stances.  The policy direction issued to the CER requires that special provision be made in the 
water charges plan for customers of Irish Water who have specific medical conditions, includ-
ing mental health issues, which require increased water consumption, involving capping of 
charges at the relevant assessed charges.

The policy also indicates that the conditions to be covered will be set out following consul-
tations between the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government and the 
Minister for Health.  It is hoped to conclude the necessary consultations shortly.

30/09/2014WRC01400Maternity Services

30/09/2014WRC01500117. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the steps he proposes to take to 
overhaul Irish maternity policy which shows increasing reliance on caesarean sections, which 
is expensive, wasteful, damaging to maternal and foetal outcomes and not in accordance with 
international best practice. [36500/14]

30/09/2014WRC01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department is currently developing a 
new National Maternity Strategy in conjunction with the HSE.  This Strategy will determine 
the future model of services to ensure that women have access to safe, high quality maternity 
care in a setting most appropriate to their needs.  As part of the development of the Strategy, it 
is proposed to review and evaluate current maternity services.  The issue of Caesarian section 
rates will be considered in that context.
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30/09/2014WRC01700Abortion Legislation

30/09/2014WRC01800118. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his views on the results of a 
recent opinion poll (details supplied) in which legislation for abortion here is now widely sup-
ported and deemed urgent by the majority in society; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36440/14]

30/09/2014WRC01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Article 40.3.3 of the Irish Constitution states 
that:

‘The State acknowledges the right to life of the unborn and, with due regard to the equal 
right to life of the mother, guarantees in its laws to respect, and, as far as practicable, by its laws 
to defend and vindicate that right.’

The interpretation of Article 40.3.3 was considered by the Supreme Court in Attorney Gen-
eral v X (the X case [1992] 2 IR 1.).  Further, in December 2009, the European Court of Human 
Rights heard a case brought by three women in respect of the alleged breach of their rights 
under the European Convention on Human Rights in regard to abortion in Ireland (the A,B, and 
C v Ireland case [2010] ECHR 2032.).

The Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013 was enacted in July 2013 and com-
menced in January 2014.  The purpose of this Act is to restate the general prohibition on abor-
tion in Ireland while regulating access to lawful termination of pregnancy in accordance with 
the X case and the judgement in the European Court of Human Rights in the A, B and C v 
Ireland  case.

I do not intend to propose any amendments to the Act or the 8th Amendment of the Constitu-
tion at present.

30/09/2014WRC02000Health Services

30/09/2014WRC02100119. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the action he will take to ensure bet-
ter co-operation and engagement between primary and community carers and the acute sector 
regarding services such as home help; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36486/14]

30/09/2014WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In line with 
Government policy, the Health Service Executive provides a range of community-based ser-
vices aimed at ensuring older people receive safe, timely and appropriate care and treatment at 
the lowest level of complexity, and as close to home as possible.

The establishment of the HSE’s Social Care Division to support the ongoing service require-
ments of older people and people with disabilities is a fundamental step in moving forward with 
the design and implementation of models of care across both these Care Groups.

Older people with care needs must be provided with a continuum of services such as home 
care, day care community support and/or intermediate care beds to avoid unnecessary acute 
hospital admissions and have their required treatments and supports delivered within their local 
community at primary care level in as far as possible.

In this context, all Divisions are working collaboratively to ensure that people receive ap-
propriate care as they move through the care pathway across hospital and community services.
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30/09/2014WRC02300Symphysiotomy Reports

30/09/2014WRC02400120. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health his plans for a new redress 
scheme for survivors of symphysiotomy in view of the fact that the ex gratia compensation 
scheme designed by Judge Yvonne Murphy has been rejected by survivors and criticised by the 
UN Human Rights Committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36504/14]

30/09/2014WRC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In July this year the Government announced 
a comprehensive response to the long standing and sensitive issue for around 350 women who 
have undergone surgical symphysiotomy.  The key response is the establishment of an ex-gratia 
payment scheme, which will cost around €34 million.  In addition, there is a commitment to the 
continued provision of medical services, including medical cards for the women.

This followed Government’s examination of a report carried out by Professor Oonagh 
Walsh, on Practice of Symphysiotomy in Ireland, between 1944 and 1984 and an Independent 
Review of Issues relating to Symphysiotomy by Judge Yvonne Murphy which advised Gov-
ernment, inter alia, on the relative liabilities of insurers, indemnifiers and/or other parties in 
relation to symphysiotomy and on the merits and costs of proceeding with an ex gratia scheme 
relative to allowing the court process to proceed.

Judge Murphy outlined the case for a scheme in her report and her recommendations on 
levels of awards were accepted by Government.  Subsequently, I asked Judge Murphy to draw 
up a detailed draft scheme. I have consulted through the summer with the Judge and have also 
been speaking to relevant parties about the proposed scheme.  Judge Murphy submitted her 
more detailed proposal to me on 11 September, setting out how the scheme should operate.  
In this context I met the support groups representing women who have undergone symphysi-
otomy on 19 September.  I wanted to hear from the support groups how they hope the scheme 
will operate, and to confirm to them that the scheme will be established as quickly as possible.  
Two of the groups (Patient Focus and Survivors of Symphysiotomy Limited) have welcomed 
the establishment of an ex-gratia scheme. The third group (Survivors of Symphysiotomy) has 
advised women to reject the scheme. I hope that when the women see the details of the scheme 
and the efforts made to ensure it is person-centred, simple and non-adversarial many of them 
will opt to join the scheme.

Key aspects of the proposed scheme include:

-  Women who had a surgical symphysiotomy in the State between the years 1940 and 1990 
may apply in accordance with, and subject to the terms of the scheme.

-  The scheme will be run by an independent Assessor.  If women have questions on any 
aspect of the scheme, the Assessor or secretariat, will be available to assist.

-  The scheme will be simple, straightforward and non-adversarial. It will allow women to 
have legal and other advice available to them in preparing to submit an application.  It will re-
sult in awards of between €50,000 and €150,000 for the women.

-  Women who have had a surgical symphysiotomy and have medical evidence to prove it 
may accept an award of €50,000 without further assessment. If no medical records are available 
a medical assessment will be carried out.

-  For those who wish to apply for higher awards (€100,000 or €150,000)  a medical assess-
ment may be necessary if up to date medical records are not available, or if the Assessor decides 
this is needed for final determination of the award.
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-  Women will not waive their rights to take their cases to court as a pre-condition to partici-
pating in the scheme.  Women may opt out at any stage in application and assessment process, 
up to the time of accepting their awards.  However, on accepting the offer of the award under 
the Scheme, women will have to agree to discontinue their legal proceedings against any party 
arising out of their symphysiotomy.

-  The details concerning the scheme and its commencement date will be advertised in na-
tional and other media, as decided by the Assessor.

I intend to finalise the details of the scheme shortly and will bring a Memorandum to Gov-
ernment requesting approval to appoint an Assessor for the scheme instead of it being admin-
istered by the State Claims Agency and to a small number of other amendments to the Govern-
ment decision of last July.

While I am aware of the comments made by the UN Human Rights Committee, the Gov-
ernment believes that the establishment of this scheme is a fair and appropriate response. In 
agreeing to the ex-gratia scheme, the Government has demonstrated its commitment to trying 
to bring a resolution for the women concerned. The Government has acknowledged the pain 
and suffering which the procedure caused to many of the women and is aware also of  the uphill 
battle many of them will face in the courts with uncertainty about the outcome of that process.

30/09/2014WRC02600Ambulance Service Provision

30/09/2014WRC02700121. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the way he will improve the 
ambulance service, especially in rural Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36535/14]

30/09/2014WRC02800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is 
continuing to modernise and reconfigure its services to ensure emergency pre-hospital care is 
delivered in an appropriate and timely manner.  A significant reform programme is underway, 
which will provide a clinically driven, nationally co-ordinated system, supported by improved 
technology.  The National Service Plan 2014 provided additional funding of €3.6 million and 
43 staff  for this process and the NAS has a Performance Improvement Plan in place, focussing 
on areas such as:

 -  processes for call taking, allocation and dispatch;

 -  crew mobilisation times;

-   ED turnaround times;

-  engagement with and development of community first responder schemes. 

Other ongoing performance improvement projects include: 

- the single national control and dispatch system, due to be completed in 2015;

- continuing development of the Intermediate Care Service, for routine and non-emergency 
transfers, allowing emergency vehicles to focus on responding to emergencies;

- the move to on-duty rostering and the development of a national rostering system.

The Deputy will be aware that three separate reviews of ambulance services are underway.  
HIQA is examining the governance arrangements for pre-hospital emergency services; the HSE 
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and Dublin City Council have commissioned a joint review of Dublin ambulance services to de-
termine the best and most cost-effective model of ambulance services for the city; and the UK 
Association of Ambulance Chief Executives is undertaking a comprehensive capacity review of 
the NAS, to determine what level of resourcing, in terms of staff, vehicles, skills and distribu-
tion, is required to deliver a safe and effective service, now and into the future.

I am confident that these reviews will inform the development of a modern, clinically driven 
system, properly resourced, for appropriate and timely provision of services to the benefit of 
patients.

30/09/2014WRC02900Cancer Screening Programmes

30/09/2014WRC03000122. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if the commitment to extend 
BreastCheck to women in the 65-69 age group will be honoured in 2015; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36539/14]

30/09/2014WRC03100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As indicated in previous replies, I fully sup-
port the proposed extension of the Breastcheck screening programme to the 65-69 year age co-
hort.  The timing of the implementation of this extension of the service will depend on the avail-
ability of resources and is being considered in the context of the Estimates process for 2015.

30/09/2014WRC03200Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRC03300123. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36547/14]

30/09/2014WRC03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
provisions of the Health Acts, medical cards are provided to persons who are, in the opinion 
of the Health Service Executive, unable without undue hardship to arrange GP services for 
themselves and their dependants.  Under the legislation, medical card entitlement is not granted 
on the basis of a particular disease or illness. However, if an applicant’s means are above the 
financial limits as set out in the national guidelines, the HSE routinely examines for indications 
of medical or social circumstances which might result in undue financial hardship in arrang-
ing medical services and, exercising discretion, may grant eligibility for a medical card on this 
basis. 

I am advised by the HSE that the person concerned sent in an application which was re-
ceived in the office of PCRS on 24 April 2014.  The application was incomplete as the person 
did not provide the necessary documentation to support their application.  A letter, outlining 
the documentation required, issued to the person concerned on 28 May 2014 which was subse-
quently received by the HSE on 23 June 2014.

The medical card application was assessed under the National Assessment Guidelines but 
the persons’ income was found to be over the income limits to qualify for a medical card under 
this scheme.  In light of medical reports received on the 2 July 2014, the application was also 
reviewed by a Medical Officer.  Having given due consideration to all aspects of the applica-
tion, the outcome of the assessment process was a decision not to grant the applicant a medical 
card or GP visit card.

A letter to this effect issued on the 18 September 2014 notifying the applicant of the out-
come.  An income assessment was provided with the letter, along with details of the reassess-
ment and appeals processes, should they wish to avail of these services.
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The person concerned holds eligibility to the Long Term Illness Scheme. The Long Term 
Illness Scheme entitles the holder to receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appli-
ances directly related to the treatment of their long term illness, free of charge.

30/09/2014WRC03500Medicinal Products Prices

30/09/2014WRC03600124. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide de-
tails of the review of the agreement with the pharmaceutical companies concluded in late 2012; 
his expectations for further savings in view of the continuing serious price differences across 
EU member states; when the review will conclude; if its report will be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36545/14]

30/09/2014WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The 2012 
agreement with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association (IPHA) provided for a mid-
term review in 2014. As the outcome of this review is dependent on negotiations with IPHA 
further comment at this stage would not be appropriate.

30/09/2014WRC03800Medicinal Products Availability

30/09/2014WRC03900125. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health in view of the improvement 
in the symptoms of multiple sclerosis sufferers in the Irish health care setting who have been 
taking the drug Fampyra, if he will consider making the drug available at no cost to all those 
who need it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36439/14]

30/09/2014WRC04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

The HSE received an application for the inclusion of Fampridine (Fampyra®) in the GMS 
and community drugs schemes. The application was considered in line with the procedures 
and timescales agreed by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical 
Healthcare Association  for the assessment of new medicines. In accordance with these proce-
dures, the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) conducted a pharmacoeconomic 
evaluation of Fampridine and concluded that, as the manufacturer was unable to demonstrate 
the cost effectiveness of Fampridine in the Irish healthcare setting, it was unable to recommend 
the reimbursement of the product. The report is available on the NCPE’s website (www.ncpe.
ie).

The HSE assessment process is intended to arrive at a decision on the funding of new medi-
cines that is clinically appropriate, fair, consistent and sustainable. Due to the very difficult and 
challenging economic environment in which the Government targeted additional savings in 
health expenditure of €619 million in 2014, which must be achieved while protecting front line 
services to the most vulnerable to the greatest extent possible, the HSE decided it was not in a 
position to add the drug to the List of Reimbursable Items supplied under the GMS and other 
community drug schemes.

It is open to the supplier, at any time, to submit a new application to the HSE incorporating 
new evidence which demonstrates the cost effectiveness of Fampridine. Biogen Idec’s Irish 
management indicated to the HSE in November 2013 that it intended to re-submit an applica-
tion in April 2014. The HSE has advised it received a revised application from Biogen Idec 
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on Friday 25th July. This application is currently being assessed in line with the agreed proce-
dures and timescales. No further comment is possible at this time as the HSE decision making 
process is ongoing.

30/09/2014WRC04100Unemployment Data

30/09/2014WRC04200126. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Taoiseach the number of people deemed to be eco-
nomically inactive, that is either not working, not being able to work, or otherwise unavailable 
for work; and if he will provide a breakdown of the different categories such as students, those 
with disabilities and so on. [36626/14]

30/09/2014WRC04350The Taoiseach: The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of 
estimates of employment, unemployment and persons not in the labour force in the State. The 
table shows a breakdown of persons aged 15 years and over by ILO economic status, show-
ing those in the labour force broken down by employed and unemployed, and a more detailed 
breakdown of those not in the labour force. The exact information requested by the Deputy on a 
breakdown of those not in the labour force into categories such as students, those with disabili-
ties and so on, is not available. However, additional sub-categories on the reasons persons are 
not in the labour force are included in this table. The table is based on information published by 
the CSO as Table S5 of the QNHS Release (Supplementary Tables) time series, which is avail-
able on the CSO website www.cso.ie.

Persons aged 15 years and over classified by ILO Economic Status (‘000)

Q2 - 13 Q3 - 13 Q4 - 13 Q1 - 14 Q2 - 14
In labour force 2,170.7 2,182.1 2,163.1 2,146.3 2,156.1
In employment 1,869.9 1,899.3 1,909.8 1,888.2 1,901.6
Unemployed 300.7 282.9 253.2 258.1 254.5

Not in labour 
force

1,415.6 1,410.7 1,434.3 1,450.2 1,437.7

Potential ad-
ditional labour 
force

60.0 56.6 49.3 46.0 51.8

Seeking work 
not immediately 
available

16.4 18.7 16.6 17.2 16.9

of which: Ac-
tively seeking 
work not avail-
able

7.2 [4.7] 5.4 5.8 8.5

Passive job-
seekers

6.9 10.7 9.5 9.6 5.8

Job starting 
in less than 
3 months not 
available / Job 
starting in more 
than 3 months 

* [3.3] * * [2.6]

Available not 
seeking work

43.5 37.9 32.6 28.7 34.9
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Q2 - 13 Q3 - 13 Q4 - 13 Q1 - 14 Q2 - 14
of which: 
Discouraged 
workers

23.6 20.6 19.0 18.2 18.1

Others 19.9 17.3 13.7 10.6 16.8

Others 1,355.6 1,354.1 1,385.0 1,404.2 1,386.0

Wants job, not 
available and 
not seeking 
work

87.7 94.8 96.4 84.5 84.1

of which: Not 
seeking work 
because is in 
education or 
training

32.4 31.4 34.6 33.7 32.5

Not seeking 
work because of 
own illness or 
disability

26.2 31.2 27.9 23.6 23.4

Not seeking 
work because 
of looking 
after children, 
looking after 
incapacitated 
adults, or other 
personal or 
family reasons

22.1 22.5 23.5 21.5 21.4

Not seeking 
work because of 
other reasons

7.0 9.8 10.4 5.8 6.9

Does not want 
job

1,035.4 1,025.8 1,052.6 1,082.8 1,064.4

Persons aged 75 
or over

232.5 233.5 236.0 236.9 237.5

Total Persons 
aged 15 years 
and over

3,586.3 3,592.8 3,597.4 3,596.5 3,593.9

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

* Estimates for numbers of persons or averages where there are less than 30 persons in a cell 
are not produced as estimates.

Parentheses [ ] indicate where there are 30-49 persons in a cell, estimates are considered to 
have a wider margin of error and should be treated with caution;

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office.

30/09/2014WRC04400Parliamentary Counsel Staffing

30/09/2014WRC04500127. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form the 
number of vacancies for parliamentary counsel at any grade which were sanctioned but re-
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mained unfilled at the end of 2011, 2012, 2013, and which were sanctioned but remain unfilled 
as of 18 September 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36711/14]

30/09/2014WRC04600128. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form, the 
number of parliamentary counsel who were engaged by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel 
in the years 2011, 2012, 2013, and are currently engaged as of 18 September 2014; if he will 
provide the fees which were paid in respect of each year mentioned; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36712/14]

30/09/2014WRC04700The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 127 and 128 together.

The figures requested by the Deputy are set out in the following tables. 

Permanent Parliamentary Counsel (Employees)

Year Sanctioned Vacancies
2011 1
2012 3
2013 3
As at 18 September 2014 4

Consultant Drafters (On contract)

Year WTE Engaged Actual number of contractors engaged 
over the year

Fees

2011 2.5 4 €342,529.85
2012 1.5 3 €271,538.25
2013 1.5 2 €156,740.46
As at 18 Sep-
tember 2014

0.5 2 €131,105.33

Different contract drafters work different numbers of days during a given year.  All of the 
contract drafters are paid the same daily rate.  The 2014 figure includes fees paid to a second 
contract drafter who ceased to work for the Office in August 2014.  As of 18 September 2014 
there is one contract drafter working on a half-time basis for the Office.

The Office of the Attorney General of which the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to the 
Government is a constituent part, constantly keeps its staffing levels under review to ensure 
that there are sufficient resources available to carry out the essential functions of the Office.  As 
necessary, it seeks the sanction of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and un-
dertakes recruitment competitions to maintain appropriate staffing levels.  A competition took 
place this year and one candidate took up duty on 29 September. It is expected that all vacan-
cies will be filled before the end of the year.  It should be noted that the figure of 3 vacancies 
at the end of 2012 and 2013 and the figure of 4 vacancies earlier this month are not the same 
vacancies.  Throughout that period there have been two retirements and an increase of six in the 
sanctioned staffing figures.

The requests for an increase in sanctioned numbers was based on the increase in the volume, 
urgency and complexity of drafting work being sought from the Office.

In order to maintain its capacity to meet demands for urgent legislation the Office supple-
ments its permanent staff with skilled drafters who are engaged on a contract basis. As perma-
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nent staff numbers have risen and their skills developed, the reliance on contract staff has been 
reduced. These engagements are temporary and can be terminated as the level of work coming 
into the Office reduces.

30/09/2014WRC04800Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRC04900129. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form all of the 
State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups under his Department’s remit; the 
core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at same; the budget of each for 2013 and 
proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of the agencies or organisations; and the 
legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive their powers. [37212/14]

30/09/2014WRC05000The Taoiseach: The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

Name Core duties 
and func-
tions

Number of 
Staff

Budget in 
2013

Proposed 
Budget in 
2014

Date of Es-
tablishment

Legislation 
from which 
powers are 
derived

Senior 
Officials 
Group on 
Justice 
Reform

Support 
the work of 
the Cabinet 
Committee 
on Justice 
Reform

Supported 
from with-
in existing 
resources 
of my De-
partment

N/A N/A 2014 N/A

Senior 
Officials 
Group on 
European 
Affairs

Working 
group of 
senior of-
ficials from 
across 
Govern-
ment De-
partments. 
It meets 
regularly 
to discuss 
EU issues 
and to 
promote a 
coherent, 
whole-
of-Gov-
ernment 
approach 
in relation 
to such is-
sues.

Supported 
from with-
in existing 
resources 
of my De-
partment

N/A N/A 2003 N/A
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Name Core duties 
and func-
tions

Number of 
Staff

Budget in 
2013

Proposed 
Budget in 
2014

Date of Es-
tablishment

Legislation 
from which 
powers are 
derived

China 
Follow-up 
Group

An inter-
Depart-
mental/
Agency 
group of 
officials, 
established 
to ensure 
a coordi-
nated ap-
proach to 
the follow-
up to the 
Taoise-
ach’s visit 
to China in 
2012

Supported 
from with-
in existing 
resources 
of my De-
partment

N/A N/A 2012 N/A

The Senior 
Officials 
Group on 
Economic 
Recovery 
and Jobs

Supports 
the Cabi-
net Com-
mittee on 
Economic 
Recovery 
and Jobs, 
which is 
tasked with 
ensuring 
that cross-
cutting is-
sues which 
affect 
competi-
tiveness, 
employ-
ment and 
enterprise 
are effec-
tively man-
aged.Key 
Depart-
ments are 
represented 
on the 
Group.

Supported 
from with-
in existing 
resources 
of my De-
partment

N/A N/A 2011 N/A
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Name Core duties 
and func-
tions

Number of 
Staff

Budget in 
2013

Proposed 
Budget in 
2014

Date of Es-
tablishment

Legislation 
from which 
powers are 
derived

The Senior 
Officials 
Group on 
Labour 
Market Is-
sues

Supported 
the Cabinet 
sub-Com-
mittee on 
Pathways 
to Work 
which dealt 
with labour 
market is-
sues. Key 
Depart-
ments are 
represented 
on the 
Group.

Supported 
from with-
in existing 
resources 
of my De-
partment

N/A N/A 2011 N/A

The Monitor-
ing Commit-
tee on the 
Action Plan 
for Jobs

Meets 
regularly to 
monitor the 
delivery of 
the actions 
identified 
in the Ac-
tion Plan, 
and reports 
progress to 
the Cabinet 
Committee 
on Economic 
Recovery 
and Jobs.  It 
also provides 
quarterly 
reports on the 
implemen-
tation and 
targets for 
each quarter. 
It is made up 
of officials 
from my 
Department, 
the Office of 
the Tánaiste, 
the Depart-
ment of Jobs, 
Enterprise 
and Innova-
tion, and the 
Department 
of Public 
Expenditure 
and Reform.

Supported 
from within 
existing 
resources of 
my Depart-
ment

N/A N/A 2012 N/A
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Name Core duties 
and func-
tions

Number of 
Staff

Budget in 
2013

Proposed 
Budget in 
2014

Date of Es-
tablishment

Legislation 
from which 
powers are 
derived

International 
Financial 
Service Stra-
tegic Group 

10 mem-
bers of the 
International 
Financial 
Service 
Strategic 
Group which 
is chaired by 
Minister of 
State Simon 
Harris T.D. 
provides 
strategic 
advice to the 
IFSC Clear-
ing House 
Group.

Supported 
from within 
existing 
resources of 
my Depart-
ment

N/A N/A 2013 N/A

IFSC Clear-
ing House 
Group 
(CHG) 

24 members 
of the IFSC 
Clearing 
House Group 
(CHG) is 
made up of 
representa-
tives of the 
public and 
the private 
sectors and 
industry 
representa-
tive bodies. It 
is chaired by 
the Secre-
tary-General 
of the De-
partment of 
the Taoiseach 
with the 
objective of 
ensuring a 
co-ordinated 
approach to  
the develop-
ment of the 
international 
financial ser-
vices sector 
in Ireland and 
to maximise 
employment 
opportunities.  

Supported 
from within 
existing 
resources of 
my Depart-
ment

N/A N/A 1987 N/A



30 September 2014

145

Name Core duties 
and func-
tions

Number of 
Staff

Budget in 
2013

Proposed 
Budget in 
2014

Date of Es-
tablishment

Legislation 
from which 
powers are 
derived

Senior Of-
ficials Group 
on Climate 
Change and 
the Green 
Economy

An interde-
partmental 
group of se-
nior officials 
that Supports 
the Cabinet 
Committee 
on Climate 
Change and 
the Green 
Economy.

Supported 
from within 
existing 
resources of 
my Depart-
ment

N/A N/A 2012 N/A

Senior Of-
ficials Group 
on Economic 
Infrastructure

An interde-
partmental 
group of se-
nior officials 
that Supports 
the Cabinet 
Committee 
on Economic 
Infrastructure

Supported 
from within 
existing 
resources of 
my Depart-
ment

N/A N/A 2012 N/A

Strategic 
Communica-
tions Work-
ing Group

Chaired by 
the Depart-
ment of the 
Taoiseach, 
includes of-
ficials from 
a range of 
departments 
and agencies 
and meets to 
ensure a co-
ordinated and 
consistent ap-
proach across 
Government 
to improv-
ing Ireland’s 
reputation as 
a location for 
trade, invest-
ment, job 
creation and 
tourism.

None N/A N/A 2012 N/A
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Name Core duties 
and func-
tions

Number of 
Staff

Budget in 
2013

Proposed 
Budget in 
2014

Date of Es-
tablishment

Legislation 
from which 
powers are 
derived

National 
Economic 
and Social 
Develop-
ment Office 
(NESDO) 
/ National 
Economic 
and Social 
Council  
(NESC)

NESDO is 
the corpo-
rate body of 
NESC. The 
National 
Economic 
and Social 
Council 
(NESC) 
provides 
research and 
analysis to 
the Taoiseach 
on strate-
gic policy 
relating to 
sustainable 
economic, 
social and 
environmen-
tal develop-
ments in 
Ireland. 

The total 
staffing 
complement 
of NESDO 
and NESC is 
18.6 (WTE)

Its allocation 
in 2013 was 
€2,012,000. 

Its allocation 
is €1,990,000 
in 2014.

NESC was 
established 
non-statuto-
rily in 1973, 
statuto-
rily under 
the National 
Economic 
and Social 
Development 
Act, 2006.  

The National 
Economic 
and Social 
Development 
Act, 2006.  

Senior Of-
ficials Group 
on Social 
Policy and 
Public Ser-
vice 

Support 
the Cabinet 
Committee 
on Social 
Policy and 
Public Ser-
vice Reform

Supported 
from within 
existing 
resources of 
my Depart-
ment

N/A N/A Part of the 
ongoing  
work of the 
Department

N/A

Senior 
Officials 
Group on 
Health

Support 
the Cabinet 
Committee 
on Health

Supported 
from with-
in existing 
resources 
of my De-
partment

N/A N/A Part of the 
ongoing  
work of 
the Depart-
ment

N/A
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Name Core duties 
and func-
tions

Number of 
Staff

Budget in 
2013

Proposed 
Budget in 
2014

Date of Es-
tablishment

Legislation 
from which 
powers are 
derived

Working 
Group on 
Regulating 
Sponsor-
ship by 
Alcohol 
Companies 
of Major 
Sporting 
Events

To con-
sider the 
value, 
evidence, 
feasibility 
and impli-
cations of 
regulating 
sponsor-
ship by 
alcohol 
companies 
of major 
sporting 
events

Supported 
from with-
in existing 
resources 
of my De-
partment

N/A N/A 2013 N/A

Priory Hall 
Framework 
Agreement 
Imple-
mentation 
Oversight 
Group

To ensure 
that the 
Priory Hall 
Resolution 
Framework 
is fully 
imple-
mented

Supported 
from with-
in existing 
resources 
of my De-
partment

N/A N/A 2013 N/A

Steering 
Group on 
Smart Age-
ing

To agree 
the ap-
proach to 
be taken 
in relation 
to Smart 
Ageing in 
Ireland

Supported 
from with-
in existing 
resources 
of my De-
partment

N/A N/A 2013 N/A

Steering 
Group of the 
National Risk 
Assessment

The Steering 
Group for the 
National Risk 
Assessment 
is responsible 
for over-
seeing the 
process and 
ensuring its 
continuous 
development 
and refine-
ment.

Supported 
from within 
existing 
resources of 
my Depart-
ment

N/A N/A 2014 N/A
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Name Core duties 
and func-
tions

Number of 
Staff

Budget in 
2013

Proposed 
Budget in 
2014

Date of Es-
tablishment

Legislation 
from which 
powers are 
derived

Construc-
tion Strategy 
Implementa-
tion Group

Implemen-
tation of 
the Gov-
ernment’s 
Construction 
2020 Strat-
egy is being 
overseen by 
an inter-
departmental 
group chaired 
by my 
Department, 
meeting 
regularly

Supported 
from within 
existing 
resources of 
my Depart-
ment

N/A N/A 2014 N/A

Europe 2020 
/ European 
Semester

My De-
partment 
convenes 
and chairs 
meetings of 
Departments 
as required to 
ensure coher-
ence and 
consistency 
in Ireland’s 
approach to 
the European 
Semester, 
including 
inputs to the 
Europe 2020 
Strategy and 
preparation 
of Ireland’s 
National 
Reform Pro-
gramme.

Supported 
from within 
existing 
resources of 
my Depart-
ment

N/A N/A 2010 N/A

Pensions My De-
partment 
convenes 
and chairs 
meetings 
of Depart-
ments as 
required to 
ensure a co-
herent and 
consistent 
approach 
on pensions 
policy.

Supported 
from within 
existing 
resources of 
my Depart-
ment

N/A N/A 2011 N/A
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Name Core duties 
and func-
tions

Number of 
Staff

Budget in 
2013

Proposed 
Budget in 
2014

Date of Es-
tablishment

Legislation 
from which 
powers are 
derived

Government 
Legislation 
Committee

To assist the 
Government 
in fixing 
legislative 
priorities 
for the 
forthcoming 
parliamen-
tary ses-
sion and to 
oversee the 
implemen-
tation of the 
Government 
legislation 
programme

None N/A N/A N/A

eLegislation 
Group

To exam-
ine ways 
to improve 
the eISB 
(electronic 
Irish Statute 
Book) in the 
short-to-me-
dium term, 
without 
having to 
commit sig-
nificant staff 
or financial 
resources

None N/A N/A 2008 N/A
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Name Core duties 
and func-
tions

Number of 
Staff

Budget in 
2013

Proposed 
Budget in 
2014

Date of Es-
tablishment

Legislation 
from which 
powers are 
derived

Inter-Depart-
mental Com-
mittee on 
Security for 
Government 
Buildings 
and Leinster 
House Com-
plex

To ensure 
that the secu-
rity needs for 
Government 
Buildings/
Leinster 
House 
Complex are 
adequate, to 
make recom-
mendations 
as necessary, 
and to liaise 
with the 
appropriate 
bodies in 
order to carry 
out any secu-
rity changes/
improve-
ments.

None N/A N/A 1970s N/A

30/09/2014WRC05100Unemployment Levels

30/09/2014WRC05200130. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
recent assessment she has made regarding the level of unemployment here; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [37112/14]

30/09/2014WRC05300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Official figures from 
the CSO show that unemployment is falling and is now approaching 11% compared to a peak 
of over 15% in mid 2012.

In fact, according to the most recent information available from the Live Register the stan-
dardised unemployment rate (SUR) in August 2014 was 11.2%, down from 11.3% in July 2014.  
This equates to a monthly decrease of 2,900 (-0.1%) in the number of persons that are signing 
on (on a seasonally adjusted basis) between July and August 2014, bringing the total number on 
the Live Register (on a seasonally adjusted basis) to 380,100.

The Government’s primary strategy to reduce unemployment has been through policies to 
create the environment for a strong economic recovery by promoting competitiveness and pro-
ductivity. Economic recovery will underpin jobs growth.

Despite the progress that has been made, the Government acknowledges that both youth un-
employment and long-term unemployment remain unacceptably high.  Hence, the Government 
also recognises the need for additional activation measures in the interim while the economy 
recovers. This is the rationale behind the Government’s Pathways to Work strategy and the 
Youth Guarantee.

Pathways to Work includes a wide range of programmes and services to help jobseekers 
back to employment.  These include programmes such as JobBridge, JobsPlus and Momentum 
introduced by this Government and schemes such as Community Employment and TÚS where 
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we have significantly increased the number of places available.

The Statement of Government Priorities 2014 – 2016 commits to the continued roll-out of 
the Youth Guarantee.  The Youth Guarantee offer of training, education or work experience for 
those aged 18-24 years after a four month period will be implemented on a phased basis. Its 
implementation will be facilitated by changes included in recent social welfare legislation.  

30/09/2014WRD00150Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

30/09/2014WRD00200131. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide in tabular form the number of persons in County Meath whose rent supplement 
payment has been withdrawn from 2011 to date; the number of instances where the withdrawal 
of the payment was as a result of a recipient paying a cash balance higher than the supplement 
threshold amount towards their rent; the number of recipients the Department has sought a 
prosecution against in such circumstances; the number of recipients the Department has secured 
a prosecution against in such circumstances; and the actions that the Department has taken 
against the offending landlords in such circumstances.  [36451/14]

30/09/2014WRD00300150. Deputy John Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the reason 
the views of landlords are not represented in her departmental review examining maximum rent 
limits for rent supplement on the same basis as tenants’ views are taken account of through cer-
tain representative bodies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36763/14]

30/09/2014WRD00400180. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
views on targeted rent allowance increases in view of the upward pressure on rents in certain 
locations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37185/14]

30/09/2014WRD00500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 131, 150 and 180 together.

The purpose of the rent supplement scheme is to provide short-term income support to 
assist with reasonable accommodation costs of eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation who are unable to provide for their accommodation costs from their own resources. 
The overall aim is to provide short term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other 
social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer.  There are currently approximately 73,500 
rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €344 million for 2014.  

Maximum rent limits are generally reviewed every 18 months.  The most recent review was 
completed in June 2013 with revised rent limits introduced on 17 June 2013.  Despite pressures 
on the social protection budget, the last review saw rent limits increase in line with market rents 
in some areas, including Dublin and Galway, with Dublin limits increasing by a weighted aver-
age of 9%. 

A new rent limit review has commenced within the Department and involves a comprehen-
sive analysis of information from a range of sources including rental tenancies registered with 
the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB), the Central Statistics Office rental indices, 
websites advertising rental properties, relevant Departments and Agencies and non-Govern-
ment organisations.  Submissions have also been received from the Residential Landlords As-
sociation of Ireland and the Irish Property Owners Association representing the views of land-
lords.  Any changes to social welfare supports have to be considered as part of the forthcoming 
budgetary process.

The current difficulties in the rental market and the difficulties faced by prospective tenants, 
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including those seeking access to rent supplement, is a shortage of supply of suitable properties 
in areas of high demand.  I would be concerned that raising rent limits is not the solution to the 
problem as it is likely to add to further rental inflation and impact, not alone on rent supplement 
recipients, but also on many lower income workers and students.  The Government has recently 
launched its Construction Strategy with the aim of increasing housing supply generally. 

I can assure the Deputies that officers administering rent supplement throughout the country 
have considerable experience in dealing with customers and make every effort to ensure that 
their accommodation needs are met. Discretionary powers are available to staff to award a 
supplement for rental purposes in exceptional cases where it appears that the circumstances of 
the case so warrant.  A notice reminding staff of their statutory discretionary power to award a 
supplement for rental purposes in exceptional cases, for example, when dealing with applicants 
who are at risk of losing their tenancy was circulated in July 2014. 

In view of the current supply difficulties, the Department has agreed a protocol with the 
Dublin local authorities and voluntary organisations so that families on rent supplement who 
are at risk of losing their accommodation can have more timely and appropriate interventions 
made on their behalf.  Since the launch of this initiative in mid-June 2014, approximately 120 
families have had their rent supplement claims revised by the Department. 

The following tabular statement provides details of the number of rent supplement recipi-
ents in County Meath since 2011 onwards.  Statistics in relation to the numbers of rent supple-
ment claims withdrawn are not available.

Rent supplement is calculated to ensure that an eligible person, after the payment of rent, 
has a minimum income equal to the rate of supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) appropri-
ate to their family circumstances, less a minimum weekly contribution of €30 for a single per-
son or €40 for a couple.  Where a person has an additional income above the rate of SWA they 
are, in certain circumstances, required to top up their rent.  It is very difficult for the Department 
to identify under the counter top ups when both the tenant and landlord are in collusion and if 
the top up payment is being made in cash. 

In such cases the Department’s representative will discuss the circumstances of the case 
with the tenant before making any decision in relation to ongoing entitlement.  The primary 
concern in dealing with such cases is to protect the tenant.  The Department has not sought any 
prosecutions in relation to false declarations of rent payable to the landlord and does not main-
tain statistics on the number of rent supplement payments terminated due to this reason.  

The Department’s strategic policy direction is to transfer responsibility for recipients of rent 
supplement with a long-term housing need to local authorities under the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP).  Officials are working closely with those in the lead Department of Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government, in introducing HAP on a phased basis, initially in 
Cork County, Limerick City and County and Waterford City and County from 15th September 
2014.

Rent Supplement Recipients in Meath 2011 to present

Period Recipients
December 2011 2,723
December 2012 2,143
December 2013 1,941
End September 2014 1,777
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30/09/2014WRD00550Carer’s Allowance Appeals

30/09/2014WRD00600132. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when an 
application for carer’s allowance appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36454/14]

30/09/2014WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 10 July 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be re-
ferred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

30/09/2014WRD00750Carer’s Allowance Appeals

30/09/2014WRD00800133. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding a carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36455/14]

30/09/2014WRD00900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the avail-
able evidence, has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary 
decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

30/09/2014WRD00950Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

30/09/2014WRD01000134. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the position regarding a domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36462/14]

30/09/2014WRD01100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
domiciliary care allowance was received from the person concerned on the 23rd May 2014. 
This application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who did not con-
sider that the child met the medical criteria for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 26th August 
2014 outlining the decision of the deciding officer to refuse the allowance. 

The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this decision.  As part of the 
appeal process, the case has been forwarded to another of the Department’s Medical Assessors 
for further consideration, including a review of any new information supplied. 

Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further examined by a 
deciding officer, who will revise the original decision if warranted or alternatively, forward the 
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case for consideration by the Appeals Office.

30/09/2014WRD01150Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

30/09/2014WRD01200135. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion on a supplementary welfare allowance will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36468/14]

30/09/2014WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that a supplementary welfare allowance appeal by the person 
concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 24 September 2014, who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  

An invalidity pension appeal was also made by the person concerned and was registered in 
the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 26 June 2014.  I am advised that following the submis-
sion of additional medical evidence and the review of that evidence by a Medical Assessor, the 
Department has decided to revise the decision to disallow invalidity pension in the case of the 
person concerned and confirmation of this revised decision will issue shortly from the Invalid-
ity Pension Section.  Consequently the invalidity pension appeal will be deemed to have been 
withdrawn.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

30/09/2014WRD01350One-Parent Family Payments

30/09/2014WRD01400136. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
outcome of the review in respect of a one-parent family payment in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [36476/14]

30/09/2014WRD01500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The entitlement to 
the one parent family payment of the person concerned ceased on 2 July 2014 as her youngest 
child was over the age of 10 years.  A review of this decision has been undertaken and it is con-
firmed that there is no entitlement to the one parent family payment.  The person concerned is 
working and also in receipt of family income supplement. The FIS weekly rate of payment has 
increased following the closure of the one parent family payment.

30/09/2014WRD01550Youth Guarantee

30/09/2014WRD01600137. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide an update on the roll-out of the Youth Guarantee; if she will provide in tabular 
form a list of programmes and the corresponding numbers of places to date that have been 
filled on each programme; and if the targeted 28,000 places for 2014 will be filled by year end.  
[36552/14]

30/09/2014WRD01700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Youth Guar-
antee Implementation Plan was published in January.  It provides for over 28,000 programme 
opportunities for unemployed young people in 2014, as set out in the table which follows as an 
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appendix to this statement.  This figure excludes some 24,000 places provided for young people 
through PLC courses and apprenticeships.  These PLC and apprenticeship places, together with 
the wide range of vocational third-level courses provided for the young, although not reserved 
for unemployed jobseekers, nevertheless contribute to the spirit of the guarantee.  

In relation to the 28,500 places for unemployed young people, approximately 9,115 of these 
have been taken up year-to-date.  This is actually an extremely conservative estimate given 
that up-to-date figures are not currently available for a number of schemes (as outlined in the 
table provided).  Some programmes such as the student intake on programmes such as the Back 
to Education Allowance (BTEA) and Vocational Training Opportunity Scheme (VTOS) are 
concentrated in September/October in line with the academic calendar.  A new intake of young 
people to the second iteration of the Momentum programme for long-term unemployed job-
seekers is also scheduled for later in the year.  The table displays the total number of under 25s 
who have started across the various programmes outlined in the Youth Guarantee Implementa-
tion Plan up to the first seven months of 2014. 

In addition, it is important to note that some of the initiatives planned under the guarantee 
required primary legislation to allow positive discrimination on age grounds in the provision of 
employment services and supports.  This legislation was enacted as part of the Social Welfare 
Bill over the summer.  Two employment schemes in particular, the Youth Guarantee develop-
mental internship programme and the JobsPlus variant for young people, were dependent on 
this legislation being passed.  These schemes will be in place no later than October.  The legis-
lation also permits the introduction of earlier and more intensive engagement by INTREO with 
the young unemployed which should also translate increased placement on schemes covered by 
the Youth Guarantee.

Programme 2014 YTD Note
Youthreach/CTC 809 Only CTC starters (end July 

2014)– Youthreach figures not 
available for 2014

JobBridge (including planned reserve) 1848 End July 2014
Tús 1,223 Year to Date
JobsPlus 250 As of  31st July 2014
Momentum 13 As of  31st August 2014
BTEA (excl Momentum) Not available -
BTWEA 139 Including 5 persons on STEA
VTOS Not available -
FAS/Solas 4341 Based on SST, Traineeship, Bridg-

ing and LTI starters YTD (end 
July 2014)

CEB youth Entrepreneurship Training 
and Mentoring supports

 - Not yet commenced

CEB/MFI micro-loans for young 
people

2  -

International Work Experience and 
Training

 - Not yet commenced

Gateway 122 26th September 2014
Community Employment 375                                                           31st August 2014
RSS 8 26th September 2014
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Programme 2014 YTD Note
Total 9,115 Excluding where figures are not 

available

Question No. 138 withdrawn.

30/09/2014WRD01850Carer’s Allowance Appeals

30/09/2014WRD01900139. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion on a carer’s allowance appeal will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36598/14]

30/09/2014WRD02000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 14 July 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be re-
ferred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

30/09/2014WRD02050Departmental Investigations

30/09/2014WRD02100140. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
reason the ESB continues to treat meter readers as self-employed, with all the consequent loss 
of employment rights despite its loss in a High Court appeal on the issue; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [36601/14]

30/09/2014WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This matter is the 
subject of ongoing investigation in my Department.  It would not be appropriate for me to com-
ment on the likely outcome of these investigations at this stage.

Question No. 141 withdrawn.

30/09/2014WRD02350Disability Allowance Appeals

30/09/2014WRD02400142. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
disability allowance appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36615/14]

30/09/2014WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 1 September 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
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documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

30/09/2014WRD02550Disability Allowance Appeals

30/09/2014WRD02600143. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
disability allowance appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36616/14]

30/09/2014WRD02700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 24 July 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be re-
ferred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 144 to 146, inclusive, withdrawn.

30/09/2014WRD02850Disability Allowance Appeals

30/09/2014WRD02900147. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if an 
appeal for disability benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will be 
expedited.  [36726/14]

30/09/2014WRD03000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an 
Appeals Officer who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case. 

Every effort will be made to hear the case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be 
informed when arrangements for the oral hearing have been made.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

30/09/2014WRD03050Departmental Properties

30/09/2014WRD03100148. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if staff 
from her Department are working in a building (details supplied) in County Kildare; if this 
is a permanent arrangement; if rent is being paid on the premises and the value of this rent.  
[36733/14]

30/09/2014WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are currently 
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no Departmental staff members working in the building identified.  However, as part of the 
roll-out of INTREO services across the country, the Office of Public Works has identified this 
building as being suitable for this purpose.  The OPW are negotiating a potential purchase/lease 
of the building, with the Court appointed liquidator, with a view to the Department’s occupation 
in 2015.   

In the meantime, the OPW is progressing plans to adapt the building for future use as an 
Intreo Centre.

30/09/2014WRE00100

Question No. 149 withdrawn.

Question No. 150 answered with Question No. 131.

30/09/2014WRE00350Social Welfare Fraud Investigations

30/09/2014WRE00400151. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
circulars governing the use of investigating social media accounts of persons for social welfare 
fraud within her Department; and the number of times social media profiles were investigated 
in the past four years. [36765/14]

30/09/2014WRE00500152. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
her staff are allowed set up social media profiles in order to access information when investigat-
ing social welfare fraud or if there are specific accounts used for this purpose; and the number 
of times this has occurred. [36766/14]

30/09/2014WRE00600153. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
her Department has purchased services from companies that allow it to view social media 
profiles of persons or services from app companies that allow it to view the same information; 
the amount of money spent on these contracts; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[36767/14]

30/09/2014WRE00700154. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of control reviews undertaken last year using social media accounts; the outcome of 
each review; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36768/14]

30/09/2014WRE00800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 151 to 154, inclusive, together.

The Department’s Information and Communication Technology (ICT) facilities (including 
email and internet) are provided for business purposes.  The Department’s Acceptable Use 
Policy is a framework document that sets out the standards for use of the organisation’s ICT.  
The Department’s Email and Internet Policy sets out how staff should use the email and internet 
facilities.  The policy also sets out that staff have a responsibility to observe the rules regarding 
the Acceptable Use Policy and other relevant policies and guidelines.  Email and internet use 
are considered to be a normal part of DSP’s business tools, techniques and processes.  There-
fore, all of the Department’s policies and guidance apply to their use also, whether explicitly 
stated within the email and internet policy or not.  

The Department recognises the popularity and potential value of social media for com-
municating with customers and acknowledges that these tools can bring benefits.  Whilst not a 
systematic part of the Department’s on-going targeted fraud and control activities, the Depart-
ment’s investigation and control staff will occasionally refer to social media sites as part of their 
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investigations or to follow up on reports from members of the public referring to various sites.  
Social media is actively used in the context of business and advertising and fraud investigators 
have used material in the context of investigations related to concurrent working and claiming.

Staff who have access to social media sites for official purposes are vigilant regarding their 
use of such sites and are responsible for ensuring that at all times their usage is lawful and in 
keeping with the Department’s policies.  The staff using social media sites for control of fraud 
purposes access information publicly available on those sites.  Details obtained from social me-
dia - where available - are examined and where relevant may be used as part of an investigation 
to review a customer’s entitlement.  A payment is not suspended or stopped on the basis of a 
social media site posting.  The Department has not purchased services from companies or app 
companies in order to view social media profiles.  

Statistics are not maintained on the number of times social media sites are used as part of 
control of fraud investigations.

30/09/2014WRE00850Pension Provisions

30/09/2014WRE00900155. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to comply with a Labour Court recommendation on the issue of pension provision for 
community employment supervisors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36780/14]

30/09/2014WRE01000156. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the law 
in relation to mandatory retirement for community employment supervisors; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36781/14]

30/09/2014WRE01100168. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding a matter in relation to community employment supervisors in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36990/14]

30/09/2014WRE01200169. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the issue of retiring community employment supervisors; her plans to 
allow community employment supervisors and assistants to work beyond the age of 66; her 
plans to introduce a pension for retiring community employment supervisors and assistants; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [36995/14]

30/09/2014WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 155, 156, 168 and 169 together.

With regard to the pension issue, in July 2008, the Labour Court recommended that an 
agreed pension scheme should be introduced for Community Employment (CE) scheme su-
pervisors and assistant supervisors (LCR19293) and that such a scheme should be adequately 
funded by FÁS, the agency responsible for CE at that time.  The Department of Social Protec-
tion is now responsible for CE. 

Notwithstanding the position of this Department in rejecting that liability for these costs 
should be met from public funds, this matter has been the subject of discussions with the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform and the unions representing CE supervisors. The 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has stated to the unions that companies con-
tracted by the State to provide a service, including in the community sector, will have to manage 
their expenditure pressures, including labour and pension costs, from within existing funding 
levels.
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Given the level of funding that would be required from this Department, the implementation 
of the claim is not considered sustainable in light of the current and on-going fiscal environ-
ment and the requirement to contain public expenditure. The costs of the introduction of any 
scheme are likely to be of the order of €3m per annum, with retrospective costs of the order of 
at least €39m. In this context, it should be noted that the Supervisors and Sponsors have made 
no contribution towards the cost of the pension arrangements they are currently seeking from 
the Department.

It should also be noted that this Department is not the employer of CE supervisors and 
such employees are not public servants but are employees of the sponsoring organisations. The 
responsibilities of the sponsoring organisations and the individuals concerned must also be 
recognised when considering pension provision arrangements. 

Employers (including CE Sponsoring Organisations) are legally obliged to offer access to at 
least one Standard Personal Retirement Savings Account (PRSA) under the Pension (Amend-
ment) Act 2002.  All CE sponsoring organisations were informed by the Department of their 
responsibilities under this Act at that time.

CE Supervisors may also qualify for the State Pension at 66 years of age. If they have ac-
crued sufficient PRSI contributions (520 contributions @ full rate, equivalent to 10 years con-
tributions) they will qualify for the State Pension (Contributory), which is not means-tested. In 
the event that there are insufficient contributions, the person will qualify for the State Pension 
(Non-Contributory), provided they satisfy the means test.

With regard to the retirement age, the Department does not provide funding for any partici-
pant or supervisor who has reached the State Pension age. This has been Government policy 
since CE commenced in April 1994 as a working-age specific, active labour market interven-
tion. The CE Procedures Manual does not form part of the direct terms and conditions of em-
ployment for supervisors or participants, but they do outline the conditions under which the 
Department will fund the Sponsoring Organisation for the CE positions (under Article 1 of the 
CE Agreement Contract signed by the Sponsor and the Department). The Department reserves 
the right to amend the Procedures Manual as and when required, as per Article 1.

The details of the employment contract issued by the Sponsoring Organisation are a matter 
between the CE Sponsor as the employer and the Supervisor, as the employee. The Depart-
ment advises the Sponsoring Organisation to include retirement arrangements in any contrac-
tual agreements with employees of the scheme, including CE Supervisor, so that all parties are 
aware of the conditions under which funding is provided. Where a Sponsor has other financial 
resources and wishes to continue to retain the employment of a Supervisor who has reached 
State Pension age, the Department has no issue with this arrangement.

Under the Terms of Employment (Information) Act, 1994 and 2001, an employer is legally 
obliged to provide certain information in written form, including:

- In the case of a temporary contract of employment, the expected duration thereof or, if the 
contract of employment is for a fixed term, the date on which the contract expires.

All CE Supervisor contracts are of a temporary, fixed-term nature and legally cannot be of 
indefinite duration, due to the fact that their contracts of employment have been “concluded 
within the framework of a specific public, or publicly supported training, integration or vo-
cational retraining programme” under Section 2 of the Protection of Employees (Fixed-Term 
Work) Act 2003.

The cessation of the funding as outlined above has previously been tested under equality 
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legislation and has been found to be compliant and in accordance with the provisions of Section 
6 of the Employment Equality Acts, 1998-2004.

30/09/2014WRE01350Redundancy Payments

30/09/2014WRE01400157. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the posi-
tion in relation to enhanced redundancy payments in respect of a person (details supplied); the 
reason this payment has not yet been provided; the steps she is taking to expedite this matter; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36875/14]

30/09/2014WRE01500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned was employed by Mid-West Cavan Community Employment Scheme as a Community 
Employment Supervisor between 25th September 1995 and 13th September 2002.  I understand 
that the employment of the person concerned ceased in September 2002 and subsequently in 
2003 the employer, Mid-West Cavan Community Employment Scheme, agreed to pay statu-
tory redundancy.  The normal employer/employee relationship applies between a Community 
Employment Supervisor and their employer and as the payment of enhanced redundancy is a 
matter for the employer, the person concerned should therefore be referred to their former em-
ployer, Mid-West Cavan Community Employment Scheme.

30/09/2014WRE01550Disability Allowance Eligibility

30/09/2014WRE01600158. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 401 of 15 July 2014, the exceptions she was referring to when she 
stated that any income, with some exceptions, belonging to the person and his or her spouse, 
partner or cohabitant is assessable as means for disability allowance purposes. [36876/14]

30/09/2014WRE01700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In general, for dis-
ability allowance, means are assessed from all income in cash and non-cash benefits which the 
claimant or claimant’s spouse, partner or civil partner may reasonably expect to receive during 
the year following the date of their claim.  Some types of income are exempt from assessment 
and these are detailed in Rule 1 (2) in part 2 of Schedule 3 of the Social Welfare Consolidation 
Act 2005.

30/09/2014WRE01750Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

30/09/2014WRE01800159. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the reason a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22 has had a jobseeker’s application suspended; 
the reason the local office has yet to forward the relevant files to the appeals office despite the 
appeal having been submitted over two months ago. [36886/14]

30/09/2014WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As part of a review 
of this case, the person concerned was asked to submit certain documentation in support of her 
jobseekers allowance claim.  The requested documentation was not submitted and her claim 
was suspended on 17 June 2014, and subsequently closed.  The option of appeal does not arise 
in these circumstances.  The claim was reopened on 1 September 2014, following contact from 
the person concerned and she was given additional time to submit the requested documenta-
tion.  As the requested documentation was still not submitted her claim was disallowed on 26 
September 2014.  A disallowance letter issued to the person concerned on that date.

30/09/2014WRE01950Disability Allowance Application Numbers

30/09/2014WRE02000160. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
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reason for the more than 100% increase in the number of recipients of disability allowance 
over a ten-year period between 1996 and 2006, from 37,054 recipients to 83,697 recipients, 
and the subsequent more than 40% increase in recipients over the following eight year period 
until 2014, with an estimated 108,274 recipients expected to receive the allowance this year; if 
there is a precedent in other countries for such an increase; and the way in which the figure of 
108,274 persons on disability allowance, as a percentage of the overall population, compares to 
other countries. [36891/14]

30/09/2014WRE02100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A review of the 
Disability Allowance (DA) scheme, published in 2010, identified a number of factors contribut-
ing to an increase in numbers claiming DA since the scheme was introduced in 1996 (when it 
replaced the Disabled Person’s Maintenance Allowance (DPMA) which had been operated by 
the Health Boards).    

These included:

- demographic factors;

- progressive easing of the means test;

- migration from other Social Welfare schemes (notably in the early years);

- progression from Domiciliary Care Allowance as numbers on that scheme increased;

- extension of DA to people living in institutions and

- improved medical diagnoses etc. 

It is also of relevance that DA is a contingency-based, demand-led scheme (unlike DPMA 
which was budget –driven), so if a person satisfies the statutory qualifying conditions, then DA 
will be awarded. 

In relation to the international context, the OECD have carried out work in this area and 
published a report in 2010 – “Sickness, Disability and Work: Breaking the Barriers”.  This 
report found that the number of people of working age in Ireland who received disability pay-
ments is above the OECD average (in 2008, 6.5% compared to 5.7%) but that spending on 
sickness and disability made up 10% of Ireland’s public social spending, which is in line with 
the OECD average.

30/09/2014WRE02150Illness Benefit Application Numbers

30/09/2014WRE02200161. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
reason for the decrease in the number of recipients of illness benefit from a 20-year high of 
81,253 people in 2010, to an estimated 58,468 recipients in 2014, a ten year low. [36892/14]

30/09/2014WRE02300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Illness Benefit (IB) 
is a demand led social insurance-based scheme and the number of recipients is influenced by a 
range of factors including the number of people in employment, level of health of the working 
population, people’s social insurance records and scheme conditions.

For example, the reduction in the number of people in employment (down 277,400 from 
2008 to 2013) would have had a direct impact on the numbers applying for IB.

In addition a number of policy measures have been introduced in recent years which would 
have contributed to a reduction in the number of recipients.
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In response to the OECD review entitled “Sickness, Disability and Work: Breaking the Bar-
riers” (published in 2008), which identified the structure of the IB scheme as an area of concern 
(notably the fact that many people were receiving the payment on a long-term basis, increasing 
the risk that those people will never return to the labour market), the Department introduced a 
measure in 2009 which capped entitlement to IB at two years.

Also, in Budget 2014 a further measure was introduced which increased the number of 
“waiting days” before payment is commenced on an IB claim from 3 to 6. This is aimed at in-
centivising and assisting employers to actively manage short term absences.

30/09/2014WRE02350Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

30/09/2014WRE02400162. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
when a decision will be made in relation to an application for domiciliary care allowance in re-
spect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway who applied for the allowance in March; 
if she is aware that the applicant on supplying requested documents was told that the case was 
then put to the back of the queue and they could face another wait of up to 12 weeks to have the 
matter determined; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36910/14]

30/09/2014WRE02500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 30th April 
2014.  This application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who did not 
consider that the child met the medical criteria for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 29th 
July 2014 outlining the decision of the deciding officer to refuse the allowance. 

A review of this decision was requested on 15th August 2014 and additional information 
on this child’s condition/care needs has been supplied.  The application together with the new 
information supplied will now be examined by another medical assessor.  Once their opinion is 
received the application will be re-examined by a deciding officer and a revised decision will 
be made, if warranted.  The person concerned will be notified of the outcome of this review as 
soon as it is completed.

30/09/2014WRE02550Departmental Schemes

30/09/2014WRE02600163. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protec-
tion if she will provide full details and guidelines with regards to the JobBridge and Gateway 
schemes operated by her Department; the reasons for two different schemes; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36912/14]

30/09/2014WRE02700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobBridge, the Na-
tional Internship Scheme provides work experience placements for interns for a 6 or 9 month 
period.  The aim of JobBridge is to assist in breaking the cycle where jobseekers are unable 
to get a job without experience, either as new entrants to the labour market after education or 
training or as unemployed people wishing to learn new skills.  The initiative gives people a real 
opportunity to gain valuable experience to bridge the gap between study and the beginning of 
their working lives.

Interns receive an allowance of €50 per week on top of their existing social welfare entitle-
ment. This is payable for the period of the internship by the Department of Social Protection.

Participation on JobBridge is voluntary for both the Host organization and the Interns.  
There are a number of conditions that host organisations must satisfy in order to participate on 
the scheme.  These conditions are designed to ensure that interns receive coaching/mentoring 
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during  the internship and that the internship does not displace paid employment. 

Full details and operational guidelines are available at www.jobbridge.ie.   

Gateway was announced in Budget 2013 and is a County and City Council work placement 
scheme designed to provide short-term working opportunities for unemployed people. The 
scheme is intended to assist the personal and social development of participants by providing 
short-term work opportunities with the objective of bridging the gap between unemployment 
and re-entering the workforce.

The work opportunities are intended to benefit the local area and are identified and provided 
by Local Authorities in both urban and rural areas.  Gateway is managed by Local Authorities.

However, unemployed people who are eligible to participate in the scheme (the main cri-
teria is that candidates must be more than 24 months unemployed) are selected at random and 
contacted by the Department of Social Protection 

To further support the recruitment process, the Department has put arrangements in place 
for jobseekers meeting the scheme criteria to apply to the Department or councils for participa-
tion on Gateway and for Departmental case officers to nominate suitable candidates for recruit-
ment.  This accounts for 20% of the available placements and in certain parts of the country 
there is a strong participant demand to take up places on the scheme.

Full details and operational guidelines can be found at www.welfare.ie.

Question No. 164 withdrawn.

30/09/2014WRE02850Community Employment Schemes Places

30/09/2014WRE02900165. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her plans 
to revisit the policy decision to reduce the participation limits on the community employment 
scheme with a view to restoring previous limits in view of the difficulties which community 
organisations throughout the State are experiencing in keeping schemes in operation due to the 
problem of securing suitable eligible participants; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [36935/14]

30/09/2014WRE03000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There have been no 
changes to the cumulative lifetime participation limits on the Community Employment scheme.  
With effect from 3 April 2000, lifetime participation on Community Employment by an indi-
vidual will be limited to:

- 3 years (156 weeks) for persons under 55 years of age.

- 6 years (312 weeks) for persons of 55 years of age up to State Pension age.

- Eligible persons in receipt of a qualifying disability-linked social welfare payment will 
be eligible for one additional year on CE over the standard maximum participation caps, i.e. 
4 years maximum time on CE for those under 55 years of age (PTJ Option only), and 7 years 
maximum time for those between 55 years of age and State Pension age (PTJ Option only).

Participation on CE prior to 3 April 2000 is not counted. Offshore island residents are exempt 
from this participation cap, subject to the availability of places on island-based CE schemes.

The length of time a person spends on CE in any particular instance depends on their quali-
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fying conditions.  Where a person has been in receipt of a CE-qualifying payment for 12 months 
or more and is 25 years of age or older, they may qualify for 1 year’s participation on CE under 
the Part-Time Integration (PTI) Option of CE. If a person has been in continuous receipt of a 
qualifying payment for 3 years or more and is 35 or over, they may qualify under the Part-Time 
Job (PTJ) Option of CE that allows up to 3 consecutive years participation, subject to annually 
renewable contracts.

WRE03050Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

30/09/2014WRE03100166. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
outstanding documentation required in respect of an application for rent allowance in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; if the letter from Private Residential Tenancies 
Board already provided will suffice as proof of landlord’s ownership; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [36961/14]

30/09/2014WRE03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The client con-
cerned has been requested to provide a housing need assessment, a lease agreement and docu-
mentation confirming proof of ownership.  The PRTB letter provided does not verify the name 
of the landlord of the rental property. On receipt of this information the client’s entitlement to 
Rent Supplement can be assessed.

30/09/2014WRF0010030/09/2014WRF00200Social Welfare Offices

30/09/2014WRF00300167. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her plans to 
address an office facility issue at one of her Department’s offices (details supplied) in Dublin 
11. [36962/14]

30/09/2014WRF00400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): While building reg-
ulations do not require the provision of public toilet facilities in DSP public offices, the Depart-
ment endeavours, where possible, to provide a fully accessible toilet facility for customer use.  

However, in some locations where a toilet was not provided at the time of original building 
construction, it is often not feasible to retrofit such a facility.  This may be due to either lack of 
space or the significant additional cost to provide waste and water services to a suitable loca-
tion in the building.  In relation to the Finglas office specifically, there is insufficient space to 
provide a toilet for customer use. 

However, I am advised that staff generally make the staff toilets available to members of the 
public who request the use of toilet facilities, particularly the elderly or people attending with 
small children.

  Questions Nos. 168 and 169 answered with Question No. 155.

  Questions Nos. 170 and 171 withdrawn.

30/09/2014WRF01200Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRF01300172. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the reason full rent support has not been awarded in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37019/14]

30/09/2014WRF01400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The client con-
cerned is in receipt of their full entitlement to Rent Supplement based on their location, monthly 
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rent, weekly income and family composition.

  Question No. 173 withdrawn.

30/09/2014WRF01550Social Welfare Eligibility

30/09/2014WRF01600174. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 120 of 17 September 2014, if she will indicate the loss 
of income to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare: if she will indicate the way the per-
son is expected to make up the loss of income; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37029/14]

30/09/2014WRF01700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As outlined to the 
Deputy in reply to Parliamentary Question No 120 of 17 September 2014 the client ceased to 
have an entitlement to one parent family payment in July 2014 and the reasons for this have 
been outlined.  The client applied for and has been awarded a carers allowance at the maximum 
entitlement based on their personal circumstances and family composition.

30/09/2014WRF01750Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRF01800175. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 155 of 17 September 2014, her views on the impact of 
the reduction in rent payable to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in the context of 
current market conditions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37030/14]

30/09/2014WRF01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As a result of new 
information received by the Department the rate of Rent Supplement has been increased to 
include arrears as an exceptional measure due to the fact this family have extenuating circum-
stances.

30/09/2014WRG0005030/09/2014WRG00100Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

30/09/2014WRG00200176. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
views on amending the criteria for eligibility for the back to education allowance to make eli-
gible persons who have been out of work for a cumulative period of 180 days over the previous 
three years, as a means of removing an incentive for persons to stay on jobseeker’s allowance 
and also to encourage more persons who are out of work to retrain and reskill to meet the needs 
of the modern economy. [37104/14]

30/09/2014WRG00300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to educa-
tion allowance (BTEA) programme is designed to support certain recipients of social welfare 
payments to pursue courses of education with the objective of improving their chances of ac-
cessing work.  To qualify, a customer must satisfy a number of conditions such as, inter alia, 
being a certain age, in receipt of a prescribed social welfare payment for a specified time period, 
and pursuing a full-time course of study leading to a recognised qualification in a recognised 
college.  A waiting period is considered necessary in the context of targeting scarce resources, 
to prevent exploitation of the scheme, and to meet the policy objectives with respect to activa-
tion.  BTEA should not be seen as an alternative to student income supports provided by the 
Department of Education and Skills.  

With respect to jobseekers, a customer may qualify for BTEA if they have been on a job-
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seeker’s payment for 78 days if they wish to pursue a second level option.  This increases to 234 
days if they wish to pursue a third level option.  Periods on eligible social welfare payments that 
are not broken by more than twelve months can be combined in determining the required quali-
fying period for BTEA.  Given the nature of BTEA, it is possible that the scheme can provide an 
incentive for customers to remain on a jobseekers payment to qualify.  The risk of this occurring 
has been significantly reduced by improved case management of all new jobseekers and new 
selection processes for BTEA which were introduced during 2014.  These include enhanced 
case officer interventions, linking applications to identified skill shortages in the economy, and 
the assessment of a customer’s current skills and education attainment.  

I have no proposals to make further changes to the BTEA eligibility criteria at this time.

30/09/2014WRG00400Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

30/09/2014WRG00500177. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide in tabular form the number of unsuccessful jobseeker applicants under 24 years of 
age whose application was unsuccessful due to the jobseeker’s means assessment of parental 
income at the Nutgrove social protection office, Dublin 14; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [37105/14]

30/09/2014WRG00600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The figures for Nut-
grove Social Welfare Local Office that the Deputy has requested are as follows:

Year No.
2013 26
2014 (to date) 9

30/09/2014WRG00700One-Parent Family Payments

30/09/2014WRG00800178. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
review an allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15. [37160/14]

30/09/2014WRG00900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned has been assessed with means of €135 per week against her normal one parent family 
payment entitlement of €247.60 leaving a balance of €112.60 due to her.  The means calcula-
tion is based on her receiving maintenance payments of €303 per month and the fact that her 
mortgage is being paid by her former spouse.  The person concerned appealed this decision to 
the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office; however her Appeal was disallowed.  

If the person concerned has evidence that the level of maintenance being paid by her ex-
spouse has changed, her means can be reviewed.  She should furnish such evidence to her Intreo 
Office as soon as possible.

30/09/2014WRG01000Social Welfare Appeals

30/09/2014WRG01100179. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when an 
invalidity pension appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37183/14]

30/09/2014WRG01200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal by the person has been withdrawn on the basis of 
a revised decision by Invalidity Pension Section on 26 September 2014 which was favourable 
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to the person concerned.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 180 answered with Question No. 131.

30/09/2014WRG01600Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRG01700181. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups 
under her Department’s remit, the core duties and functions of same, the number of staff at 
same, the budget of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014, the date of establishment of 
the agencies or organisations and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive 
their powers. [37211/14]

30/09/2014WRG01800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am aware that the 
Deputy has clarified that his question relates to the statutory bodies operating under the aegis 
of the Department of Social Protection.  These bodies are the Pensions Authority, the Office of 
the Pensions Ombudsman, the Citizens Information Board, and the Social Welfare Tribunal.  
Details requested by the Deputy in relation to these bodies are outlined in the following table.

Statutory Bodies

Statutory Body Core Duties and 
Functions

Number of Staff 
Serving

Budget Allocation 
2013

Budget Allocation 
2014

Date of establishment 
of the Body

Legislation primary 
or otherwise from 
which they derive 
their powers

The Pensions 
Authority

The Pensions Author-
ity (formerly known 
as the Pensions Board) 
The main functions of 
the Authority are:
To monitor and super-
vise the operation of 
the Pensions Act and 
pension developments 
generally; 
 To issue guidelines 
on the duties and 
responsibilities of pen-
sion scheme trustees 
and Codes of Practice 
on specific aspects of 
their responsibility;  
To encourage the pro-
vision of appropriate 
training for trustees; 
To advise the Minister 
on standards for 
trustees; 
 To investigate 
complaints concerning 
possible non-
compliance with the 
pensions legislation 
and to resolve disputes 
that may arise in rela-
tion to some aspects of 
the legislation and;
To advise the Minister 
for Social Protection 
on pensions matters 
generally

47 The operations of the 
Pensions Authority 
are financed by annual 
fees payable to it by 
occupational pension 
schemes and by 
providers of Personal 
Retirement Savings 
Accounts.

N/A Pensions Board 
1990Pensions Author-
ity 7 March 2014 

The Pensions Acts 
1990 to 2014 

The Office of the Pen-
sions Ombudsman

The Pensions Om-
budsman investigates 
and decides com-
plaints and disputes 
from individuals about 
their occupational pen-
sion schemes, 
Personal Retirement 
Savings Accounts 
(PRSAs) and Trust 
RACs.

6 Established2 
Contracted

€1,005,000 €1,080,000 28 April 2003 The Pensions Acts 
1990 to 2014 
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Statutory Body Core Duties and 
Functions

Number of Staff 
Serving

Budget Allocation 
2013

Budget Allocation 
2014

Date of establishment 
of the Body

Legislation primary 
or otherwise from 
which they derive 
their powers

The Citizens Informa-
tion Board (CIB)

The CIB is the statu-
tory body responsible 
for supporting the 
provision of informa-
tion, advice (including 
money and budgeting 
advice) and advocacy 
services to citizens on 
a wide range of public 
and social services. 

 73.4 whole time 
equivalents (wte’s) as 
at 31/8/2014

€47.45 million € 46 million Commencement order 
of the Comhairle 
Act signed in March 
2000.  Comhairle was 
re-named the Citizens 
Information Board 
under the Citizens 
Information Act 2007.

The  Citizens Informa-
tion Acts 2000 to 2011 

Social Welfare 
Tribunal

The Social Welfare 
Tribunal is a statutory 
body set up to deal 
with cases where en-
titlement to Jobseekers 
Benefit or Allowance 
is refused due to an 
involvement in a trade 
dispute.

5 Board members €2,000 €1,000 1982 Chapter 5 of Part 10 
of the Social Welfare 
Consolidation Act 
2005

30/09/2014WRG01900Employment Investment Incentive Scheme

30/09/2014WRG02000182. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance to state the level of investment 
that has been generated through the employment and investment incentive on an annual basis, 
the number of enterprises that have benefited, the number of jobs that have been created and the 
cost to the Exchequer. [36623/14]

30/09/2014WRG02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the available information regarding the Employment and Investment Incentive 
(EII) is as set out in the following table for the years 2012 and 2013 (the latest years available).

Year Amount Invested - €m Companies Benefitting Tax Cost - €m
2012 13.4 78 4 
2013 41.5 186 12.4

Data in relation to the number of jobs supported should become available at a later stage.  
Under the terms of the scheme, relief in respect of 30% of the amount invested in a qualify-
ing company is granted to the investor in the year of investment while the balance is only due 
where it has been proven that employment levels have increased at the company at the end of 
the holding period (3 years) or where evidence is provided that the company used the capital 
raised for expenditure on research and development.  Claims for the balance of the relief will 
be due from 2015.

30/09/2014WRG02200Seed Capital Scheme

30/09/2014WRG02300183. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance to state the level of investment 
that has been generated through the seed capital scheme on an annual basis, the number of 
enterprises that have benefitted, the number of jobs that have been created and the cost to the 
Exchequer. [36624/14]

30/09/2014WRG02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the available information regarding the Seed Capital Scheme is as set out in the 
table. There are no figures available in relation to the number of jobs created.

Year Amount Invest-
ed €m

Cost to Exche-
quer €m

Companies Investors

1993/94 0.5 0.2 5 8
1994/95 2.2 0.9 39 48
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Year Amount Invest-
ed €m

Cost to Exche-
quer €m

Companies Investors

1995/96 2.1 0.8 39 41
1996/97 5.3 2.1 64 92
1997/98 3.9 1.4 65 85
1998/99 4.9 2.0 70 100
1999/00 2.5 1.1 40 54
2000/01 2.5 1.0 38 47
2001 
(short tax year)

2.8 1.2 34 47

2002 3.4 1.4 44 72
2003 5.5 2.3 60 61
2004 7.7 2.6 74 105
2005 3.4 1.3 42 64
2006 3.1 1.2 42 76
2007 6.1 2.3 63 70
2008 4.5 1.7 56 61
2009 8.1 2.9 78 93
2010 5.0 1.8 54 62
2011 5.7 2.0 65 80
2012 5.5 1.6 67 88
2013* 3.7 1.3 53 59
*provisional

30/09/2014WRG02500Tax Reliefs Application

30/09/2014WRG02600184. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the policy instruments that 
have developed in order to create jobs by way of relief in capital gains tax on an annual basis; 
the level of investment that will be generated; the number of enterprises that will benefit; the 
number of jobs that will be created; and the cost to the Exchequer. [36625/14]

30/09/2014WRG02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The rate of capital gains tax (CGT) is 
currently 33% and has been increased four times since 2008.  These increases were necessary to 
protect the yield from CGT in the context of the rebalancing of the public finances.  An increase 
in the taxation of capital is preferable from the point of view of its impact on the economy as 
compared to an increase in employment taxes such as income tax.  In these various circum-
stances, any reliefs introduced over recent years have had to be targeted and time-bound.

A CGT relief was introduced in Budget and Finance Act 2012 to incentivise the purchase of 
property between 7 December 2011 and the end of 2013 with the intention of stimulating activ-
ity in the property market.  The incentive was subsequently extended to property purchased to 
the end of 2014.  I stated recently that this relief will not be extended further as it has served its 
purpose.

The incentive applies to industrial, farmland, commercial and residential (buy-to-let) prop-
erty (land and buildings) purchased to the end of this year.  If the property is held for more than 
7 years, the capital gains attributable to those 7 years will be exempt from CGT on a proportion-
ate basis relative to the period of ownership. Property sold within the 7 year period subsequent 
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to purchase will not qualify for relief.

Relief for farm restructuring was introduced in Finance Act 2013 on disposals of farm land 
for the purpose of farm restructuring or consolidation.  The relief applies to a sale, purchase or 
exchange of agricultural land in the period from 1 January 2013 to 31 December 2015 where 
Teagasc has certified that a sale and purchase or an exchange of agricultural land was made for 
farm restructuring purposes.

Section 45 of Finance (No 2) Act of 2013 provides for a CGT relief for entrepreneurs who 
reinvest the proceeds from the disposal of assets made on or after 1 January 2010 in certain 
chargeable business assets.  Commencement of the legislative provisions is subject to EU state-
aid approval.  Discussions with the EU Commission about State Aid clearance are ongoing.  I 
hope that these will result in a positive outcome in the near future.  Notwithstanding that the 
legislative provisions have yet to be commenced, the CGT relief will only apply, among other 
conditions, where new chargeable business assets acquired after 1 January 2014 and up to 
end- December 2018 are disposed of having been held for a minimum period of 3 years after 
acquisition in that period.

I am not in a position to say what the level of investment generated or jobs created by these 
reliefs will be as, among other reasons, individuals or companies who avail of them are not 
required to provide that information to my Department or to the Revenue Commissioners.  As 
regards the numbers who will benefit and the cost, the reliefs will be claimed through the tax 
system under self-assessment.  The various reliefs which I have outlined are not long intro-
duced.  Moreover, in the case of the property incentive relief, individuals must hold on to any 
property acquired for a minimum of 7 years in order to claim the relief while the CGT entre-
preneur relief has yet to be commenced and qualifying assets under that relief must be held for 
a minimum of 3 years.

30/09/2014WRH00150Budget 2015

30/09/2014WRH00200185. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance with regard to the forth-
coming budget and the outcome of the agri-taxation review if consideration will be given to the 
introduction of a tax deposit scheme to manage income volatility; and if further consideration 
will be given to the retention of the pay and file deadline of 31 October for self-assessed in-
come tax returns and the simplification of income tax returns for farmers with a low turnover. 
[36445/14]

30/09/2014WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that it is not 
the practice of the Minister for Finance to comment in advance on matters related to the Budget. 
However I can advise him that the review to which he refers will be published around Budget 
Day.

The annual filing date for self-assessed income taxpayers is currently the 31 October. Tax-
payers who file their returns and also make their appropriate payments via the Revenue On-Line 
Service, ROS, receive an extension each year.  This year the ROS extended filing date is up to 
midnight on 13 November 2014.

As regards proposed changes, the Deputy may recall that, following a consultation pro-
cess, I decided not to introduce any changes to that regime for 2014.  The option of bringing the 
annual Pay and File dates forward remains, in order to provide increased certainty around the 
annual tax take and forecasting process following the move to an earlier Budget Day.  However, 
given the success of the forecasting process in relation to Budget 2014 and given the concerns 
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expressed by many stakeholders at the potential disruption that could be caused by such a 
change, I am considering whether it may be feasible to leave the dates unchanged for 2015 also.

Regarding the simplification of income tax returns for farmers with a low income, as I previ-
ously informed the House in my reply to Question 35936/14, the simplification agenda for all 
taxpayers is an issue that the Revenue Commissioners are very strongly committed to.  Their 
strategies involve designing out complexity, providing quality services and minimising compli-
ance costs for all taxpayers.  

In relation to tax returns, there is a suite of simplified paper income tax returns which were 
introduced by the Commissioners in 2011 specifically as part of a customer service initiative 
aimed at reducing the administrative burden on any taxpayer whose tax affairs are not overly 
complex.  These returns include a Form 11S, a short income tax return.  It is acknowledged by 
taxpayers and agents that details required on this form are not overly burdensome and a much 
smaller number of fields have to be completed than for the full Form 11.

The main criteria used by Revenue to issue the Form 11S to taxpayers are:

- the taxpayer is not a mandatory electronic filer on Revenue’s records and is therefore not 
obliged to file and pay using Revenue’s On-Line Service (ROS);

- the previous year’s gross turnover returned by the taxpayer is less than €75,000;

- the taxpayer has only declared 1 or 2 trades in the previous year;

- the total of all other income in the previous year is less than €50,000.

Any taxpayer who meets the above criteria is issued with a Form 11S, while those who do 
not meet the criteria will receive the longer version of the paper return Form 11 or will file elec-
tronically, via ROS, Revenue’s On-Line Service.

There are significant advantages for a taxpayer in filing their tax return using ROS.  These 
include:

- relevant information that is available to Revenue is pre-populated on the return;

- the taxpayer has only to input data to the income panels and accounts details relevant to 
their business and can ignore other non-relevant parts of the return;

- any liabilities in respect of Income Tax, PRSI and USC are automatically calculated within 
the system;

- an extended return filing date is available.

I am advised by the Commissioners that 87% of all farmers who filed their Form 11 in 2012 
did so through the online system, sending a very clear signal that they find the online version 
very user friendly.  This mirrors the experience of other taxpayers who also use the ROS system 
extensively to file their returns.  A further 5% of farmers were provided with a simplified return 
Form 11S for 2012.

I am further advised that the Commissioners have recently been in correspondence with 
farmers’ representatives on the subject of simplified tax returns and they have offered to have 
further discussions with those representatives, if required. 

As previously stated, it appears to me that the Revenue Commissioners have put in place op-
tions for those taxpayers, including farmers, whose tax affairs are not overly complex to make 
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it easier for them to file their returns.  In particular, the ROS return has significant advantages 
for all taxpayers and this is widely acknowledged.  I would strongly encourage taxpayers to file 
their tax returns through ROS.

30/09/2014WRH00350Budget 2015

30/09/2014WRH00400186. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance with regard to the forth-
coming budget and the promotion of on-farm investment, encouraging new entrants, increasing 
land mobility and tackling volatility if consideration will be given to the retention of the 90% 
agricultural relief and capital gains tax retirement relief to support the transfer of viable fam-
ily farms; if further consideration will be given to the relaxation of the CGT retirement relief 
maximum 15 year leased land requirement in exceptional circumstances; and if consideration 
will also be given to the introduction of a phased transfer partnership model providing tax relief 
to farm holders during the period of transfer of farm assets, the extension of the land leasing 
income tax exemption scheme to include incorporated farm companies and the removal of the 
requirement for qualifying lessors to be aged over 40 and the retention of stamp duty consan-
guinity relief for transfers between family members for non-residential transfers. [36446/14]

30/09/2014WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The matters raised are under consider-
ation in the context of the AgriTaxation Review which I announced in my Budget 2014 speech. 
The review is be completed shortly and its report is expected to be published around Budget 
Day. It would not be appropriate for me to comment on the Deputy’s questions in advance of 
the completion of the review.

30/09/2014WRH00550Economic Data

30/09/2014WRH00600187. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
fundamental economic indicators remain positive in each of the past five years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36484/14]

30/09/2014WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The economy recorded GDP growth of 
0.2 per cent in 2013.  Most recently, first estimates of economic activity for the second quarter 
2014 show GDP growing by 1.5 per cent over the quarter and by 7.7 per cent year-on-year in 
the second quarter.  Taken in conjunction with data for quarter one, GDP grew by 5.8 per cent in 
the first half of this year.  The increase in economic activity is broadly-based with both domestic 
sectors and exporting sectors performing strongly.

Key macroeconomic components over the last five years are set out in the following table.

Annual % 
change

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Real GDP -6.4 -0.3 2.8 -0.3 0.2
Real GNP -9.0 1.7 -0.9 2.0 3.3
Private con-
sumption

-5.4 0.9 -1.2 -1.2 -0.8

Government 
consumption

-3.5 -7.1 -2.1 -2.1 1.4

Investment -20.5 -18.0 -2.9 5.0 -2.4
Exports -4.0 6.2 5.5 4.7 1.1
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Annual % 
change

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Imports -9.2 3.0 -0.6 6.9 0.6
Source: Central Statistics Office

Domestic activity contracted sharply following the collapse of the property market, with 
domestic demand decreasing significantly between 2008 and 2012.  This had a severe effect on 
the labour market with the unemployment rate increasing by around 10 percentage points over 
this period. 

However, recent indications have been that domestic demand is stabilising and is moving 
on to a modest recovery path.  Personal consumption was up by 1.9 per cent in the second 
quarter of this year (year-on-year) and healthy retail sales so far this year, along with improving 
consumer sentiment, bode well for the second half of this year.  There has also been a return to 
growth in ‘core’ (excluding aeroplanes) investment, with both construction and machinery and 
equipment growing in recent quarters.

Perhaps the most significant development is that employment has now increased in each 
of the last seven quarters, with employment up 1.7 per cent year-on-year in the second quar-
ter.  Employment has now increased by over 70,000 since the low-point in mid-2012.  In line 
with this, the standardised unemployment rate stood at 11.2 per cent in August, having fallen 
from a peak of 15.1 per cent in February 2012.  While I would stress that more must be done to 
tackle the still high level of unemployment, it is clear that we are moving in the right direction.

Quarterly data show that exports rose by 13 per cent in the year to the second quarter of 
2014.  This was the fastest rate of expansion since 2001 and there is growing evidence that the 
impact of the patent expiry issue in the pharmaceutical sector has passed.  

These encouraging macroeconomic data are mirrored in the revenue receipts which are 8.7 
per cent higher in the period January to August 2014 than for the same period last year.

Through the fiscal adjustment measures that the Government has implemented since 2011, 
stability has been restored to the public finances.  Having met and exceeded all of our deficit 
targets to date, we remain on track to bring our deficit below 3 per cent of GDP in 2015.  In 
addition, the debt-to-GDP ratio is estimated to have peaked and is now on a firm downward 
trajectory.

My Department will publish updated macroeconomic forecasts with the Budget next month.  
It is expected that the pace of economic growth with accelerate this year.  The contribution 
from domestic demand is expected to strengthen, which is encouraging.  On the assumption of 
a pick-up in trading partner growth, exports are set to increase once again.

30/09/2014WRH00750Tax Reliefs Application

30/09/2014WRH00800188. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance his views on introducing tax 
relief on repayments of approved loan products for students on graduate entry medicine pro-
grammes in the State; if legislation will be introduced to provide effect to this tax relief which 
will retain more GEM graduates here rather than heading overseas after graduation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [36575/14]

30/09/2014WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The graduate entry programme pro-
vides undergraduate medical education of four years duration and has been developed to pro-
duce medical graduates with the ability to successfully undertake an internship and thereafter to 
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gain full registration with the Medical Council.  The programme is supported by a combination 
of student fees, State funding and other income.  

While in this case the fees could be considered high, in the majority of cases where third 
level tuition fees are payable they are at much lower levels.  In addition, those participating in 
the programme must already have acquired an undergraduate degree, the fees for which would 
have been covered by the State in the vast majority of cases. 

I would point out that tax relief at the standard rate of 20% is available in respect of quali-
fying fees paid by an individual for a third level education course, including a postgraduate 
course.   

Qualifying fees mean tuition fees in respect of an approved course at an approved college 
and includes what is referred to as the “student contribution”.  No other fees e.g. administra-
tion fees, examination fees, capitation fees, qualify for tax relief.  Tuition fees that are, or will 
be, met directly or indirectly by grant, scholarship, employer contribution or other means are 
deducted in arriving at the net qualifying fees.  A claim for relief may be made in respect of a 
number of students.  

In making a claim for relief for the tax year 2014, the maximum amount of fees that can 
qualify for the relief is €7,000 per student, but an amount set out in the legislation must be dis-
regarded from each claim (whether in respect of one or more students).  Where a claim for relief 
includes fees paid on behalf of at least one full-time student, the disregard is €2,750.  Where a 
claim for relief includes fees solely paid on behalf of a part-time student or part-time students, 
the amount disregarded is €1,375.  Thus, for example, an individual undertaking a graduate en-
try medical course on a full-time basis, where tuition fees of €15,000 per student apply, would 
attract relief of €850 made up as follows:

- €
Tuition fees €15,000
Capped at  €7,000
Less €2,750

€4,250 @ 20% = €850

It is a long-standing practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the 
Budget, on any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.  However, as with all 
tax reliefs, the introduction of tax relief for loans taken out to pursue the graduate entry medical 
programme will be considered in the context of the forthcoming Budget and Finance Bill and 
any announcements will be made on Budget Day.

30/09/2014WRH00950Banking Sector

30/09/2014WRH01000189. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason the Irish Cuba 
support group will have its banking services terminated at short notice by the Bank of Ireland. 
[36599/14]

30/09/2014WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I have no direct 
function in the relationship between banks and their customers.  I have no statutory function 
in relation to banking decisions made by individual lending institutions at any particular time 
as these decisions are taken by the board and management of the relevant institution.  A Rela-
tionship Framework has been specified that defines the nature of the relationship between the 
Minister for Finance and each bank.  These Frameworks were published on 30 March 2012 and 
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can be found at: http://banking.finance.gov.ie/presentations-and-latest-documents/. 

Notwithstanding this, officials in my Department have referred the issue to Bank of Ireland 
and have received the following comment in this regard:

“The US Government has a restrictive trade embargo against Cuba.  The US legislative and 
regulatory measures include an embargo on making or receiving payments from Cuba and/or 
facilitating the making or receiving of payments from Cuba.

Bank of Ireland depends on correspondent banks for the processing of our national, Euro-
pean and international transactions, including our SEPA (Single European Payment Area) trans-
actions.  We are reliant on our correspondent banks because they process and facilitate all such 
transactions on our behalf. The current issue has arisen as a result of the transition to SEPA.  As 
it happens, our principal correspondent bank for SEPA transactions is a leading US bank who 
must comply with its own regulatory requirements and obligations to avoid a possible exposure 
to regulatory sanctions and penalties.

As a result, we are not in a position to process such transactions.  This affects all interna-
tional payments to or from Cuba and also any related SEPA payments.”

30/09/2014WRH01150VAT Rate Application

30/09/2014WRH01200190. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Finance his plans to change the rate of 
VAT applicable to herbal remedies and food supplements; if an economic impact assessment 
of any proposed changes has been carried out; if the impact of such a change on small retail-
ers across the country has been considered; if there has been any consultation in relation to the 
proposals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36649/14]

30/09/2014WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the EU VAT Directive (Council Directive 2006/112/EC) generally provides that 
supplies of goods and services are chargeable to VAT at the standard rate but that lower rates are 
permitted in very limited circumstances.  Food products can only benefit from the zero rating in 
accordance with Article 110 of the VAT Directive which permits the retention of the zero rate 
where the products were liable to VAT at the zero rate on and from 1 January 1991.

A range of food supplements and vitamins that encourage the maintenance of health, through 
the sustenance derived from a normal, healthy diet, benefit from the zero rate.  However, a food 
supplement taken for the purposes of muscle growth or body mass increase, or for the purposes 
of weight reduction or bodily sculpture, cannot benefit from the zero rate.  I would draw the 
Deputy’s attention to Revenue eBrief 70/2011 which contains additional detail in relation to the 
VAT rates of vitamins and food supplements.  

Tea and preparations derived from tea, when supplied in non-drinkable form, are liable to 
VAT at the zero rate.  I consider it appropriate that the zero rate should also apply to herbal teas 
and fruit infusions and I intend to amend the VAT Consolidation Act to this effect.

30/09/2014WRH01350Banking Sector

30/09/2014WRH01400191. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if any State body or State 
owned bank is paying for use of a building (details supplied) in Newbridge, County Kildare. 
[36681/14]
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30/09/2014WRH01500192. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason a building (details 
supplied) in County Kildare has not been put up for sale by the liquidators. [36682/14]

30/09/2014WRH01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 191 
and 192 together.

On 16 December 2013, Mr Jim Luby of McStay Luby Chartered Accountants was appoint-
ed by the High Court as liquidator of Newbridge Credit Union Limited (in liquidation). 

I have been informed by the Central Bank that Permanent tsb is currently operating out of 
the premises of Newbridge Credit Union Limited, under licence from the liquidator.  The details 
of the licence are a commercial matter between the liquidator and permanent tsb.

I have further been informed that the liquidator is engaging with a potential purchaser of 
the Newbridge Credit Union Limited premises.  All matters in relation to the sale of the prem-
ises will be dealt with by the liquidator.

30/09/2014WRH01650Tax Yield

30/09/2014WRH01700193. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of moneys 
accrued to date from the 2009 windfall tax; his assessment on its economic impact; the revenue 
earned to date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36699/14]

30/09/2014WRH01800199. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
have paid the 80% windfall tax on gains from the disposal of development land; the total yield 
from the tax to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36945/14]

30/09/2014WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 193 
and 199 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that on the basis of Income Tax and Corpora-
tion Tax returns for the period 2010-2012 (the latter being the latest tax year for which the nec-
essary information is available), there is no record of any profits or gains to which the windfall 
tax provisions would apply having been returned. 

However, the Commissioners have indicated that the existing database does not include 
details of capital gains returned via the CG1 tax return, as information from these returns is not 
readily available for analysis, and, consequently, that if windfall profits have been returned us-
ing these returns, it is not possible to identify the relevant details.

There is therefore no reliable basis for providing the information requested by the Deputies.

The windfall gains provisions were introduced primarily to discourage overheating of the 
property market by way of speculative transactions involving rezoned land rather than as a 
revenue raising measure.  While the property sector has being showing significant signs of im-
provement in recent times, the windfall tax provisions have largely been in operation at a time 
of reduced activity in the property sector due to challenging economic and market conditions. 
The operation of these provisions are, however, being examined (in the same way as other rel-
evant tax provisions) as part of the normal preparations for Budget 2015 and the consequent 
Finance Bill.

30/09/2014WRH01950Tax Reliefs Availability

30/09/2014WRH02000194. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce tax 



Questions - Written Answers

178

incentives for persons interested in building their own homes in the forthcoming budget 2015; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36714/14]

30/09/2014WRH02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have no plans to introduce a tax relief 
for individuals who wish to build their own homes.  However, I would draw the Deputy’s atten-
tion to the availability of the Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) which came into operation on 
25 October 2013 and will run until 31 December 2015.  

The incentive provides for tax relief for homeowners by way of a tax credit at 13.5% of 
qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, renovation or improvement work, carried out by tax 
compliant contractors, on a homeowner’s only or main residence.  The tax credit is granted over 
the two years following the year the work is carried out and paid for.

As you will appreciate, I receive numerous requests for the introduction of new tax reliefs 
and the extension of existing ones.  You will also appreciate that I must be mindful of the pub-
lic finances and the many demands on the Exchequer.  Tax reliefs, no matter how worthwhile 
in themselves, reduce the tax base and make general reform of the tax system that much more 
difficult.

30/09/2014WRH02150Tax Reliefs Availability

30/09/2014WRH02200195. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of all 
tax breaks for persons and corporate entities. [36716/14]

30/09/2014WRH02300203. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details on 
every tax relief that is afforded to the citizens of the State; and the annual amount of relief that 
has been granted for each of the past three years. [36991/14]

30/09/2014WRH02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 195 
and 203 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that Income Tax and Corporation Tax allow-
ances, reliefs, exemptions and tax credits, for which estimated costs are currently available, are 
shown in Table IT6 on the Revenue Statistical Report, accessible on the Revenue website www.
revenue.ie. The information is located under the “Income Tax” chapter and the most recent Re-
port (the 2012 Revenue Statistical Report) shows the information for the years 2010 and 2011, 
which are the most recent years for which the necessary detailed historical information is avail-
able. Updates will be published in due course.

There are other reliefs, not included in Table IT6, for which estimates of costs are not read-
ily available.  I will arrange for a list of these reliefs to be provided to the Deputy as soon as 
practicable. 

30/09/2014WRH02450Tax Reliefs Availability

30/09/2014WRH02500196. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the tax reliefs available 
for a de facto family with one child in full-time education; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36821/14]

30/09/2014WRH02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Aside from the personal tax credits and 
reliefs available to all taxpayers, depending on their circumstances, I assume the question re-
lates specifically to tax relief for tuition fees available in respect of a child attending full time 
third level education.  

Section 473A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for tax relief at the standard 



30 September 2014

179

rate of income tax (20%) in respect of qualifying fees paid by an individual for a third level 
education course, subject to the terms and conditions set out in that section.  Qualifying fees 
mean tuition fees in respect of an approved course at an approved college and includes what 
is referred to as the “student contribution”.  Full details of the relief, including the terms and 
conditions that apply, are set out in Revenue Leaflet IT 31 which is available on the Revenue 
website www.revenue.ie.

30/09/2014WRH02650Tax Rebates

30/09/2014WRH02700197. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare is due a refund due to unemployment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36849/14]

30/09/2014WRH02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that the refund claimed by the person concerned was processed on the 5 Sep-
tember 2014 and a refund of €227.21 was credited to her bank account on 10 September 2014.  
A letter was sent to the person concerned on the 5 September 2014 which included details of 
the refund due.   

The letter of 18 September 2014 was an advice that all tax and USC deducted to date in 2014 
had been refunded.

30/09/2014WRH02850Property Taxation Application

30/09/2014WRH02900198. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Finance if section 97(2) of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997, where it refers to services rendered to a tenant, should apply in the 
case of local property tax and any other local charges which may be introduced in the future, 
as such services are for the benefit of tenants and not landlords; the difference between local 
property tax and payment of local authority rates in the same section of the Act, particularly as 
local authorities now have the power to vary the local property tax rate; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36893/14]

30/09/2014WRH03000201. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Finance his plans to implement a recom-
mendation of the Thornhill report that the local property tax should be a deductible expense in 
calculating a landlord’s taxable rental income; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36952/14]

30/09/2014WRH03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 198 
and 201 together.

 I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that section 97(2) of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 specifies the expenses that a landlord is entitled to deduct from gross rent in com-
puting rental profits for tax purposes. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2), which refers to services 
rendered, reads as follows:

“(c) the cost to the person chargeable of any services rendered or goods provided by such 
person, otherwise than as maintenance or repairs, being services or goods which-

(i) in the case of a rent under a lease, such person is legally bound under the lease to render 
or provide but in respect of which such person receives no separate consideration, and

(ii) in any other case, relate to and constitute an expense of the transaction or transactions 
under which the rents or receipts were received, not being an expense of a capital nature;”.

 As the payment of Local Property Tax (LPT) under the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
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2012 (as amended) by the “person chargeable”, i.e. the landlord, is not a service rendered by 
that person, a deduction for LPT is not allowable under section 97(2)(c). In the context of prop-
erty rental, examples of such services would include garden maintenance, laundry or house 
cleaning. While it is not possible to be definitive as regards local charges which might apply 
in the future, it is difficult to envisage that their treatment under section 97(2)(c) would be any 
different to the treatment which applies to LPT under that provision.

I am also advised that LPT is an annual self-assessed tax on residential properties in the 
State and is administered by the Revenue Commissioners in accordance with the Finance (Lo-
cal Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) and that the reference to local authority rates in section 
97(2) is, following the removal of rates on domestic property in the late 1970’s, a reference only 
to rates on commercial property payable to local authorities in accordance with the relevant lo-
cal government legislation. Notwithstanding that local authorities can, with effect from 2015, 
vary the rate of LPT in accordance with section 20 of the LPT legislation, LPT is not a rate 
levied by a local authority and is, therefore, not deductible from gross rents under section 97(2). 

As regards the recommendation of the Thornhill Report that the local property tax should 
be a deductible expense in calculating a landlord’s taxable rental income, the Government has 
agreed in principle to accept this recommendation. The Thornhill group recognised the consid-
erable pressures on the public finances and the need to bridge the gap between expenditure and 
revenue, and, for this reason, suggested that consideration be given to phasing in deductibility 
over a period of years. The Thornhill group also considered that it was for Government, having 
regard to the prevailing budgetary situation, to decide on the time span for phasing-in deduct-
ibility and on what percentage of LPT to allow as a deduction from gross rents for tax purposes. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on matters 
that may or may not feature in the Budget.

  Question No. 199 answered with Question No. 193.

30/09/2014WRH03250VAT Rate Increases

30/09/2014WRH03300200. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the partial and full-year 
cost to the Exchequer of raising the VAT registration threshold for small and medium enter-
prises with low turnover from €70,000 to €100,000, €150,000, €200,000 and €250,000, respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36946/14]

30/09/2014WRH03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is assumed that the Deputy is refer-
ring to the VAT registration threshold for goods, which is currently €75,000.  On this basis, I am 
informed by the Revenue Commissioners that it is tentatively estimated that the full year cost 
to the Exchequer of raising the threshold is as set out in the following table.

Change in Threshold Estimate Cost Range
75,000 to 100,000 €80m       -   €110m
75,000 to 150,000 €310m     -   €430m
75,000 to 200,000 €635m     -   €880m
75,000 to 250,000 €1,050m  -    €1,450m

I would point out however, that any increase in the thresholds above the level of inflation 
would require a derogation from EU VAT law and agreement by all 28 Member States before 
it could be introduced.
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  Question No. 201 answered with Question No. 198. 

30/09/2014WRH03550Insurance Costs

30/09/2014WRH03600202. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding insurance costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36972/14]

30/09/2014WRH03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In my role as Minister for Finance I 
have responsibility for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation. 
Neither I nor the Central Bank of Ireland, as regulator, interfere in the pricing of insurance 
products.  The provision of insurance cover and the price at which it is offered is a commercial 
matter for insurance companies and is based on an assessment of the risks they are accepting 
and adequate provisioning to meet these risks.  

The EU framework for insurance expressly prohibits Member States adopting rules which 
require the prior approval or systematic notification of certain matters, including general and 
special policy conditions and scales of premiums. Furthermore, in the context of non-life insur-
ance, which includes public indemnity insurance, the EU framework provides non-life insur-
ers with the freedom to set premiums.  This has been acknowledged by the European Court of 
Justice. 

The Central Bank does not regulate premiums in the insurance market. Insurance companies 
consider a number of risks when determining the premium for a proposed insurance policy, 
whether that is a general insurance policy such as motor or home insurance, or a life assurance 
policy. A premium is based on the actuarial calculation of risk.

Consumers are encouraged to shop around at the time of insurance renewal. The National 
Consumer Agency has information which may assist a consumer to shop around it can be found 
at http://www.consumerhelp.ie/getting-insurance-quotes#Shopping.

30/09/2014WRJ00100

  Question No. 203 answered with Question No. 195.

30/09/2014WRJ00250Banking Sector Redundancies

30/09/2014WRJ00300204. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will support a matter 
(details supplied) regarding employees of an Irish bank losing their jobs due to outsourcing of 
their division; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37084/14]

30/09/2014WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware under the 
Relationship Framework the State does not intervene in the day to day operations of the bank 
or their management decisions regarding commercial matters.  AIB has previously indicated 
that as part of its restructuring plan to reduce costs and increase efficiencies, outsourcing of 
certain functions would be considered in consultation with unions and affected staff.  I have 
been informed by AIB that there are no compulsory redundancies as a result of AIB s recent 
outsourcing activities.

30/09/2014WRJ00450Banking Operations

30/09/2014WRJ00500205. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Finance his plans to amend the Central 
Bank regulations governing the type of employment and financial history required by lending 
institutions; if lending institutions will be allowed to accept employment and financial history 
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from financial institutions outside of the State, the purpose being to allow returning emigrants 
apply for mortgages and not have to wait for six to 12 months; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37086/14]

30/09/2014WRJ00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset, I must confirm to the Dep-
uty that the lending institutions in Ireland, including those in which the State has a significant 
shareholding, are independent commercial entities.  It is not appropriate for me, as Minister for 
Finance, to comment on or become involved in the detailed position of mortgage holders.

The decision on whether or not to grant a mortgage to a borrower must remain a commer-
cial decision for the lending institution concerned.  It is important that each lending institution 
is allowed to assess properly and independently the risks that it is considering when deciding 
whether or not to approve a mortgage.  Mortgage lending must comply fully with the regulatory 
requirements, both in relation to the financial institution itself and also the safeguarding of the 
borrower’s interests.

However, I have been informed by the Central Bank that Chapter 5 of the Central Bank of 
Ireland’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code) contains provisions that require regulated 
entities to gather and record sufficient information from a consumer prior to offering, recom-
mending, arranging or providing a mortgage.  This information must include details of the 
consumer’s personal circumstances employment status and financial situation including, where 
relevant: income, savings, financial products and other assets, and debts and financial commit-
ments (among other things).

Provision 5.6 of the Code provides that, prior to providing a mortgage to a personal con-
sumer, a mortgage lender must either have had sight of all original supporting documentation 
evidencing the personal consumer s identity and ability to repay, or receive from a mortgage 
intermediary a signed declaration that such mortgage intermediary has had sight of all original 
supporting documentation evidencing the personal consumer’s identity and ability to repay.  A 
declaration signed by the personal consumer, (or his or her representative), certifying income 
and/or ability to repay is not sufficient evidence for these purposes. 

Provision 5.7 of the Code provides that a regulated entity must assess the reasonableness of 
the information contained in the documentation submitted by a personal consumer in support of 
a mortgage application and take all reasonable steps to ensure that the documentation submitted 
is legitimate and authentic.

The Code also requires lenders to carry out an assessment of suitability to ascertain the per-
sonal consumer’s likely ability to repay the debt, over the duration of the agreement.

The EU Mortgage Credit Directive on credit agreements for consumers relating to residen-
tial immovable property has been agreed and published.  Article 18 of the Directive contains the 
obligation that Member States shall ensure that, before concluding a credit agreement that falls 
within the scope of the Directive, the creditor makes a thorough assessment of the consumer’s 
creditworthiness.  Work on the transposition of the Directive into national legislation has com-
menced.  The above rules as they relate to the Directive will need to be reviewed as part of the 
transposition process.  The Directive must be transposed by 21 March 2016.

30/09/2014WRJ00650Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Establishment

30/09/2014WRJ00700206. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Finance the timeframe for when the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland will be operational; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37096/14]
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30/09/2014WRJ00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland (SBCI) has been established by the Government as a means of ensuring that SMEs in 
Ireland are provided with sufficient finance for growth.  As the Deputy will be aware, the legis-
lation enabling the establishment of the SBCI was passed by the Oireachtas prior to the Summer 
recess and the SBCI was incorporated as a company in September.  The company is already 
operational with the immediate priorities being the finalisation of the funding arrangements for 
the company and establishing mechanisms to enable credit to flow quickly to the small business 
sector.  This work is well advanced.  Loan agreements with the international funders, KfW and 
the European Investment Bank, will be signed in the coming weeks.  Following that, the SBCI 
will agree lending terms with traditional bank lenders and new credit providers from beyond 
the traditional bank sector allowing for the distribution of SBCI funding to the SME sector in 
Ireland on a prudent basis.  I anticipate that the first SBCI funded loans to SMEs should be 
available for disbursement before the end of this year.

30/09/2014WRJ00850Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Remit

30/09/2014WRJ00900207. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Finance if there will be limits on 
the size of loans given by the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37097/14]

30/09/2014WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland (SBCI) has been established as a means of ensuring that SMEs in Ireland are provided 
with sufficient finance for growth. 

In conducting its operations, the SBCI must adhere to EU State aid requirements.  My of-
ficials have met with Commission State aid officials to ensure that the activities of the SBCI 
conform with the relevant State aid provisions of the EU Treaty.  The initial operations of the 
SBCI can and will commence without the need for formal State aid approval or notification as 
the Commission is satisfied that the design of the initial product offerings being considered by 
the SBCI do not necessitate formal Commission assessment and approval as they will be cov-
ered by the Commission’s “de minimis” State aid regulation.  Given that this regulation allows 
for a cumulative benefit to SMEs of €200,000 over a three year period, the low interest rate 
applying to the SBCI funding will mean that loans of between €3 million and €4 million can be 
availed of in a given three year period under the “de minimis” regime.  Central Bank of Ireland 
research indicates that 90% of outstanding loans to SMEs in Ireland are for amounts of less 
than €100,000.  This same research also highlights that the original loan amounts drawndown 
by the SME’s closely mirrors the profile of outstanding amounts, with again the vast majority of 
loans being for sums under €100,000.  Consequently, the SBCI is satisfied that the “de minimis” 
regime will allow sufficient flexibility to cater for the financing application requirements of the 
vast majority of SMEs. 

Beyond that, other State aid regulations such as the General Block Exemption Regulations 
(GBER) offer further flexibility for product design and the SBCI will, of course, seek formal 
State aid approval for bespoke SME financing schemes should that prove necessary.

30/09/2014WRJ01050Tax Code

30/09/2014WRJ01100208. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the threshold for the higher level of income tax rate of 41% which is calculated at 
earnings of €32,801 and over, which is by far the lowest threshold amount in the OECD, in view 
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of the fact that many countries have a higher rate threshold of over €100,000, for example, and 
although Ireland’s progressive tax system is to be commended, his views that this extremely 
low threshold is victimising the lower middle income earners who have been one of the most 
affected groups in society in recent budgets; his views that there is room for change with regard 
to the threshold amount; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37098/14]

30/09/2014WRJ01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This Government, in recognition of the 
income tax burden shouldered by the Irish people, included a commitment in the programme 
for Government, not to increase income tax rates and to maintain the existing income tax cred-
its and bands.  I am glad to report that this commitment has been achieved.  Furthermore, the 
Deputy will be aware that I am on record stating that I believe that the burden of income tax in 
Ireland is too high and that it is my intention to reduce it when the state of the public finances 
allows me to do so. 

In this regard, the recent Government Statement of Priorities contains a commitment that in 
Budget 2015, a tax reform plan will be announced, to be delivered over a number of budgets, to 
reduce the 52% marginal rate of income tax on low and middle income earners, in a manner that 
maintains the highly progressive nature of the Irish tax system.

30/09/2014WRJ01250Economic Data

30/09/2014WRJ01300209. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the proportion of current il-
licit trade in the latest growth figures in view of the new European Union accounting procedures 
which were introduced here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37124/14]

30/09/2014WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European statistical agency, Euro-
stat, has agreed recommendations on the estimation and recording of illegal economic activi-
ties in recent years and, with effect from September 2014, requires Member States to include 
estimates for illegal economic activities in the National Accounts.  Section 13 of the 1993 
Statistics Act provides that the Director General of the Central Statistics Office (CSO) has sole 
responsibility for, and is independent in, the exercise of the functions of deciding the statistical 
methodology and professional statistical standards used by the Office, as well as the content of 
statistical releases and publications issued by the Office.  Of course there are considerable chal-
lenges facing the CSO in accurately measuring illicit activities.  I am informed by the CSO that 
statisticians use any available data that can produce a repeatable estimate for these activities 
over time.  The illegal nature of these activities makes it particularly difficult to estimate their 
level and value.  Consequently, the estimation methods used can only be expected to deliver 
approximations of the actual levels and value of activity.  Data are obtained from a range of 
sources, including the Gardaí and organisations involved in the welfare of prostitutes or drug 
addicts.  International research in these matters is also reviewed by the CSO. 

Estimates of the impact of the inclusion of these activities are available on the CSO s web-
site (see link below) and were first included in the national income and expenditure release for 
early July.  They have been estimated at around 0.7 per cent of GDP over the last number of 
years.  While the inclusion of these activities increases the estimates of the level of GDP they do 
not necessarily have an impact on year-on-year growth rates. http://www.cso.ie/en/newsande-
vents/pressreleases/2014pressreleases/implementingnewinternationalstandardsfornationalac-
countsandbalanceofpaymentsstatistics/

30/09/2014WRJ01450Tax Code

30/09/2014WRJ01500210. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the significant debts facing the one third of graduating doctors who obtain their quali-
fication through the graduate route and that these medical students can incur debts of up to 
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€100,000; and his views on providing tax credits to doctors so they can manage their debts, 
have a good standard of living and not be drawn to other countries for better paid jobs, as is 
currently happening. [36488/14]

30/09/2014WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The graduate entry programme pro-
vides undergraduate medical education of four years duration and has been developed to pro-
duce medical graduates with the ability to successfully undertake an internship and thereafter to 
gain full registration with the Medical Council.  The programme is supported by a combination 
of student fees, State funding and other income.

While in this case the fees could be considered high, in the majority of cases where third 
level tuition fees are payable they are at much lower levels.  In addition, those participating in 
the programme must already have acquired an undergraduate degree, the fees for which would 
have been covered by the State in the vast majority of cases. 

I would point out that tax relief at the standard rate of 20% is available in respect of quali-
fying fees paid by an individual for a third level education course, including a postgraduate 
course.   

Qualifying fees mean tuition fees in respect of an approved course at an approved college 
and includes what is referred to as the “student contribution”.  No other fees e.g. administra-
tion fees, examination fees, capitation fees, qualify for tax relief.  Tuition fees that are, or will 
be, met directly or indirectly by grant, scholarship, employer contribution or other means are 
deducted in arriving at the net qualifying fees.  A claim for relief may be made in respect of a 
number of students.

In making a claim for relief for the tax year 2014, the maximum amount of fees that can 
qualify for the relief is €7,000 per student, but an amount set out in the legislation must be dis-
regarded from each claim (whether in respect of one or more students).  Where a claim for relief 
includes fees paid on behalf of at least one full-time student, the disregard is €2,750.  Where a 
claim for relief includes fees solely paid on behalf of a part-time student or part-time students, 
the amount disregarded is €1,375.  Thus, for example, an individual undertaking a graduate en-
try medical course on a full-time basis, where tuition fees of €15,000 per student apply, would 
attract relief of €850 made up as follows:

- €
Tuition fees €15,000
Capped at  €7,000
Less €2,750

€4,250 @ 20% = €850

It is a longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the 
Budget, on any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.  However, as with all 
tax reliefs, the introduction of tax relief for loans taken out to pursue the graduate entry medical 
programme will be considered in the context of the forthcoming Budget and Finance Bill and 
any announcements will be made on Budget Day.

30/09/2014WRJ01650Budget 2015

30/09/2014WRJ01700211. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider the pro-
posals in respect of carers and the vital service they provide to the community and health sys-
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tem with the upcoming budget (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37177/14]

30/09/2014WRJ01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, it is not 
the practice of the Minister for Finance to discuss the details of measures which may be under 
consideration as part of the Budget and Finance Bill.

 However I can advise him that to date my Department has received in excess of 500 Pre-
Budget Submissions from a wide range of groups and individuals.  These are being considered 
by the relevant officials in the context of Budget and Finance Bill preparation.

30/09/2014WRJ01850Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRJ01900212. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular form all 
of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups under his Department’s remit; 
the core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at same; the budget of each for 2013 
and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of the agencies or organisations; and 
the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive their powers. [37205/14]

30/09/2014WRJ01950Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The Following is the information re-
quested by the Deputy.

Company Name Strategic Banking Corporation of Irelandwww.sbci.gov.ie
Core Duties In the first instance the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland 

(SBCI) has been established as a means of ensuring that SMEs in 
Ireland are provided with sufficient finance for growth.  It will also 
ensure that credit provided to SMEs meets their needs rather than 
the simply the needs of those who offer the credit. For further de-
tails see section 8 of the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland 
Act 2014

Number of Staff None at present, staff compliment will grow to circa ten full time 
equivalents over the coming weeks, SBCI is being staffed by 
secondees currently pending recruitment and appointments. When 
staff are recruited they will be hired by the NTMA in the first 
instance and assigned to the SBCI.  The SBCI will then reimburse 
the NTMA for all costs associated with staffing of the SBCI. 
Funding for these staff costs will come from the operations of the 
SBCI and no voted monies will be involved nor will other exche-
quer funds be involved.

Budget 2013 Nil
Proposed Budget 
2014

Operational costs of the SBCI are taken from its operations and no 
voted monies are involved it is self-financing.  In accordance with 
the SBCI Act 2014 the Minister did inject €10 million of equity 
capital into the corporation from the NPRF directed portfolio dur-
ing September when establishing the corporation.

Date of establishment 12 Sept 2014
Legislation Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Act 2014
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Company Name Financial Services Ombudsman’s Bureau
Core Duties The Financial Services Ombudsman is a statutory officer who 

deals independently with unresolved complaints from consumers 
about their individual dealings with all financial service provid-
ers.  It is a free service to the complainant.  It is a statutory body 
funded by levies from the financial services Providers

Number of Staff 34
Budget 2013 €6,193,574
Proposed Budget 2014 €6,285,787
Date of establishment April 2005  
Legislation Central Bank and Financial Services Authority of Ireland Act 

2004

Company Name Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal
Core Duties Acts as an appeal body for those applicants refused a Primary 

Medical Certificate by a Senior Medical Officer in respect of the 
Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Scheme.

Number of Staff 2
Budget €330,000 per annum
Date of establishment 21 December 1989
Legislation S. 92 of the Finance Act 1989 authorised the Minister for Finance 

to make provision for the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1994 (S.I. 353 of 1994), 
from which the Medical Board of Appeal derives its power.

 

Company Name The Appeal Commissioners
Core Duties The function of the Appeal Commissioners is to hear appeals 

under the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 and related legislation by 
taxpayers against decisions of the Revenue Commissioners.  The 
Appeal Commissioners hear appeals relating not only to Income 
Tax but also in relation to Corporation Tax, VAT, CGT, Stamp 
Duties, CAT, Local Property Tax, certain Customs and Excise 
Duties, Vehicle Registration Tax and sundry other matters arising 
under the TCA and related legislation.

Number of Staff There are currently two Appeal Commissioners.  They are sup-
ported by two administrative staff.

Budget 2013 €442,000
Proposed Budget 2014 €477,000
Date of establishment The Appeal Commissioners are the successors to the UK Special 

Commissioners of Income Tax who were established in the early 
1800s.

Legislation from 
which they derive 
powers

Appeal Commissioners are appointed under Section 850 of the 
TCA 1997 which provides that the Minister for Finance shall 
appoint persons to be Appeal Commissioners, and the persons so 
appointed shall have authority to execute such powers and per-
form such duties as are assigned to them under the Tax Acts. 
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Company Name Irish Fiscal Advisory Council
Core Duties The role of the Council is to independently assess, and comment 

publicly on, whether the Government is meeting its own stated 
budgetary targets and objectives.  It is required to assess and 
endorse, as it considers appropriate, the official macroeconomic 
forecasts underpinning each Budget and stability programme.  
The Council also assesses the fiscal forecasts and the fiscal 
stance, and monitors compliance with legislated fiscal rules

Number of Staff 5 secretariat staff
Budget 2013 €816,000
Proposed Budget 2014 €820,000
Date of establishment The Irish Fiscal Advisory Council was established in 2011, and 

became a statutory body when the Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012 
came into force on the 31st December 2012.

Legislation from 
which they derive 
powers

Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012

 The state does not fund the administration of the Investor Compensation Company Limited 
or the compensation scheme it operates.  The ICCL and its compensation fund is funded exclu-
sively through membership levies.

Company Name Investor Compensation Company Limited
Core Duties Establishment of a fund(s) from which statutory levels of 

compensation can be paid to eligible investors (retail inves-
tors) of failed investment firms.  Collect levies from specific 
categories of investment firms authorised in Ireland to pro-
vide investment business services.

Number of staff 7.5 Full Time Equivalent
Budget for 1/7/13-31/7/14 €1.642m (Actual outturn was €1.476m)
Budget for 1/7/14-31/7/15 €1.550m (Actual outturn was €1.393m)
Date of establishment August 1998
Legislation Investor Compensation Act, 1998 (as amended)
 

Credit Union Advisory Committee:
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Year Name of 
Body 

Statutory 
provision for 
making  ap-
pointments 

Annual 
Budget

No. of Mem-
bers 

Core duties 
and Func-
tions

2013 Credit Union 
Advisory 
Committee

Appointed by 
the Minister 
for Finance 
under Sec-
tion 180 of 
the Credit 
Union Act 
1997 Term 
ended 30th 
August 2013

Annual Fee 
of €3,705 for 
Chairman 
and €2,470 
for ordinary 
member.

7 (1 Chair-
man and 
6 ordinary 
members)

To advise the 
Minister for 
Finance and 
such other 
persons as 
the Minister 
thinks fit 
regarding: 
-the improve-
ment of the 
management 
of credit 
unions;the 
protection of 
the interests 
of members 
and credi-
tors of credit 
unions; ando-
ther matters 
relating to 
credit unions 
upon which 
the Minister, 
the Central 
Bank or such 
other persons 
as may be 
specified by 
the Minister 
may from 
time to time 
seek the 
advice of the 
Committee.

2014 Credit Union 
Advisory 
Committee

New com-
mittee es-
tablished on 
22September  
2014 by the 
Minister of 
Finance un-
der Section 
180 of the 
Credit Union 
Act 1997

Annual Fee 
of €3,705 for 
Chairman 
and €2,470 
for ordinary 
member

3 (1 Chair-
man and 
3 ordinary 
members)

Same as 
above
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 The Credit Union Restructuring Board (ReBo)

The Credit Union Restructuring Board “ReBo” was established as an independent body by 
the Minister for Finance on 1 January 2013, to facilitate the voluntary restructuring of the credit 
union sector in accordance with the provisions of the Credit Union and Co-Operation with 
Overseas Regulators Act 2012.

Credit Union Restructuring Board Core Duties and Functions
ReBo’s core function is to oversee the restructuring 
of credit unions on a voluntary, incentivised and time 
bound basis so as to support the financial stability 
and long term sustainability of the sector, in accor-
dance with Part 3 of the Credit Union and Co-opera-
tion with Overseas Regulators Act 2012.  
The functions and duties shall include: Engaging 
with credit unions to facilitate agreement on restruc-
turing proposals
Analysing and examining information provided to it 
by the Central Bank, credit unions or other relevant 
3rd parties 
Developing provisional proposals and plans with 
credit unions for the restructuring of the credit union 
sector
Assisting credit unions in the preparation of restruc-
turing plans
Considering and assessing restructuring plans sub-
mitted to it by or on behalf of credit unions including 
any funding requirements under the plan including 
requiring credit unions to engage third parties to 
verify information and provide a report to ReBo
Approving or approving with conditions or rejecting 
those restructuring plans
Recommending the restructuring plans to the Minis-
ter and advising the Bank of its recommendations
Overseeing the implementation of restructuring 
plans, including the provision of post-restructuring 
support to merged credit unions
Making recommendations to the Central Bank that 
credit unions be considered for stabilisation support.

Number of Staff There are currently 9 staff working in ReBo.
Budget 2013 Euro 693 k (actual). 50% of this figure is recoverable 

from credit unions by means of statutory levy.  
Budget Estimate 2014 Euro 2,185 k (estimate).  50% of this figure is recov-

erable from credit unions by means of statutory levy.  
Establishment Date 1 January 2013.
Primary Legislation The Credit Union and Cooperation with Overseas 

Regulators Act 2012
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Company Name Comptroller and Auditor General
Core Duties The Comptroller and Auditor General holds 

office under Article 33 of the Constitution.  His 
constitutional function is to audit on behalf of the 
State all accounts of moneys administered by or 
under the authority of the Oireachtas.  In addi-
tion, certain other functions have been conferred 
on him by law.  He audits the annual financial 
statements of over 330 public bodies and funds. 
As Comptroller of the Exchequer, the C and AG 
authorises the release of funds from the Exche-
quer on foot of requisitions by the Department of 
Finance or the National Treasury Management 
Agency on behalf of the Minister for Finance. 
Funds requisitioned must be for purposes permit-
ted by law and can only be drawn down to the 
extent authorised by Dáil Éireann.

Number of Staff 150 whole time equivalents
Budget 2013 Estimated Expenditure €11,852,000

Estimated Income/A-in-A €5,875,000
Proposed Budget 2014 Estimated Expenditure €11,797,000

Estimated Income/A-in-A €5,875,000
Date of establishment and Legislation Comptroller and Auditor General Acts, 1866 to 

1998
 

Organisation Office of the Revenue Commissioners
Core duties and functions Administration and collection of taxes and duties and imple-

mentation of Customs controls.
Number of Staff ECF 2014: 5,748
Budget 2013 Gross: €394m Net after Appropriations in Aid: €323m
Budget 2014 Gross: €393m Net after Appropriations in Aid: €320m
Date of Establishment 1/4/1923
Legislation from which 
they derive powers

Statutory Instrument No.2, Revenue Commissioners Order, 
1923 
Tax and Customs and Excise Acts, as amended by Finance 
Acts
Criminal Justice ActsVarious European Union Regulations, 
e.g. Regulation 4 of the European Communities (Intrastat) 
Regulations,1993, etc.
Various statutes providing for the undertaking of agency 
services on behalf of other Departments or Agencies, such as 
Mercantile Marine Act, 1955, Waste Management Environ-
mental Levy Regulations, etc. 
Various statutes relating to the Administration of the civil 
service, e.g. Civil Service Regulations Acts, Public Service 
Management Act, 1997, etc.

 

 The National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) was established under the National 



Questions - Written Answers

192

Treasury Management Agency Act 1990. 

The National Pensions Reserve Fund Commission was established under the National Pen-
sions Reserve Fund Act 2000 while the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) was 
established under the National Development Finance Agency Act, 2002. The NTMA is the 
Manager of the NPRF and the NDFA carries out its function through the NTMA.

The National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) was established under the National As-
set Management Agency Act, 2009.  The NTMA assigns staff to NAMA and also provides it 
with business and support services and systems.

Detailed information on the functions and costs of these bodies are set out in the relevant an-
nual reports which can be found at www.ntma.ie, www.nprf.ie, www.ndfa.ie, and www.nama.
ie respectively.  Details of NAMA staffing are contained in the NAMA Annual Report while 
details of all NTMA staffing are set out in the NTMA Annual Report.

30/09/2014WRJ02050Flood Prevention Measures

30/09/2014WRJ02100213. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an update on tackling flooding in an area (details supplied) in County Meath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36758/14]

30/09/2014WRJ02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): Meath County Council expects to appoint consultants shortly with a view to designing 
a feasible, cost-beneficial flood relief solution for the Northlands Estate. 

In the interim, it is planned that the Office of Public Works will carry out maintenance work 
on the channel in the estate on behalf of the Council before the end of this year.

30/09/2014WRJ02250Public Procurement Regulations

30/09/2014WRJ02300214. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to ensure that offshore, non-EU registered companies can be prevented from getting pub-
lic contracts here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37027/14]

30/09/2014WRJ02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under EU 
Directives, and the World Trade Organisation (WTO) Government Procurement Agreement, 
the public procurement of works, supplies and service contracts above certain thresholds must 
be advertised awarded on the basis of objective and non-restrictive criteria. 

For works contracts the threshold is €5.186 million; for supplies and service contracts 
awarded by Government Departments the threshold is €134,000 and for the remainder of pub-
lic bodies the threshold is €207,000.  The threshold for supplies and service contracts of enti-
ties operating in utility sectors (water, energy, transport and postal) is €414,000.  For contracts 
below these thresholds, the general requirement is that they be advertised on the national public 
procurement website www.etenders.gov.ie or, depending on value, awarded on the basis of a 
competitive process of direct invitation to an adequate number of suppliers.

The aim of these European rules is to promote an open, competitive and non-discriminatory 
public procurement regime which delivers best value for money.  It would be a breach of the 
rules for a public body to favour or discriminate against particular candidates on grounds of 
nationality and there are legal remedies which may be used against any public body infringing 
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these rules. 

The Office of Government Procurement (OGP) is responsible for producing annual statisti-
cal information in relation to above-EU threshold procurement activity by the Irish public sec-
tor and for providing these statistics to the European Commission.  The EU average for cross 
border activity in relation to above threshold procurements is 1.4%. I am informed that the 
figure of 28% is not based on OGP data.  The following information has been complied by the 
OGP and is based on data available on above EU threshold awards.

In 2011, 10.55% (valued at €240 million) of the total known awarded contracts above 
threshold by the State went to non-domestic companies.  This represents less than 5% of the 
overall annual public procurement spend (approximately €13.1 billion).  I am advised by the 
OGP that more up to date data on above EU threshold contracts for 2012 and 2013 will be avail-
able shortly.

It is important to remember that open tendering is a two way street and that it provides Irish 
companies with opportunities to compete abroad.  The public procurement market in the EU is 
estimated to be valued in excess of €2.4 trillion.  In this regard, it is worth pointing out that the 
open market regime offers opportunities for Irish companies to win business abroad.

30/09/2014WRJ02450Flood Risk Insurance Cover

30/09/2014WRJ02500215. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will continue to engage with the Irish Insurance Federation to discuss flood insurance for 
those areas where considerable preventative and alleviation works have been carried out; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [37099/14]

30/09/2014WRJ02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): On the 24th of March of this year, my predecessor, Mr. Brian Hayes T.D., an-
nounced details of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Office of Public Works and 
Insurance Ireland (previously known as the Irish Insurance Federation), the representative body 
for insurance companies in Ireland, on the exchange of information on flood defence works.  
The Memorandum of Understanding outlines the principles of agreement between the OPW 
and Insurance Ireland on the information being provided and how it will be used by the insur-
ance industry.  The Office of Public Works has committed to provide Insurance Ireland with 
data on all completed OPW flood defence schemes showing the design, extent and nature of 
the protections offered by these works.  Insurance Ireland members will then take into account 
all information provided by the OPW when assessing exposure to flood risk within these areas 
from 1st June 2014. 

To date, the Office of Public Works has provided information on 12 completed flood relief 
schemes in an agreed format to Insurance Ireland.  The schemes concerned are:

Clonmel (River Suir)

Dublin (River Dodder Tidal)

Dublin (River Tolka)

Dublin Fingal (River Tolka)

Duleek (River Nanny)

Dunmanway ( River Bandon)
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Ennis (River Fergus Upper)

Fermoy (River Blackwater)

Kilkenny City (River Nore)

Meath (River Tolka)

Mornington (River Mornington)

Tullamore (River Tullamore)

The information provided to Insurance Ireland has also been published on the OPW website 
www.opw.ie.  Information on further completed schemes will be made available to Insurance 
Ireland by the OPW before the end of the year, as work on compiling the data in the agreed 
format is finalised.

Officials from the Department of Finance meet, on a regular basis, with Insurance Ireland.  
The Department has recently requested Insurance Ireland to provide information on the spe-
cific actions taken by the industry to meet its obligations under the MoU, the extent to which 
insurance companies are actually using the details provided by OPW on completed schemes to 
re-assess flood risk in the benefiting areas and what impact this is actually having on the avail-
ability of flood cover where not previously available and/or on the cost of that cover to house-
holds or small business.  I will be meeting with Insurance Ireland shortly, and I will be pressing 
for this information to be provided.

Decisions on the provision of flood insurance cover and on the premiums to be charged will 
remain a commercial matter for individual insurance companies but I expect that the operation 
of the MoU and the continuing investment by the State in major flood defence works will lead 
to the greater availability of flood insurance in areas benefiting from those works.

30/09/2014WRJ02650Flood Prevention Measures

30/09/2014WRJ02700216. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plan 
to eliminate flooding in Kilbannivane graveyard, Castleisland, County Kerry; when this work 
will proceed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36627/14]

30/09/2014WRJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The Office of Public Works has recently approved funding of €144,000 to Kerry 
County Council under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for 
flood mitigation works at this location, which will also provide protection to a number of homes 
and a commercial property. 

The progression of these works is a matter for the Council.

30/09/2014WRJ02850Civil Service Accountability

30/09/2014WRJ02900217. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform as part 
of his project of reform, if he has considered restructuring and amalgamating any grades within 
the Civil Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [36643/14]

30/09/2014WRJ03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The need to 
simplify organisational and grade structures so that all roles and responsibilities are clear is 
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recognised as an important element of the civil service reform process.  Restructuring of grades 
will support Departments to become more agile and responsive to demands.  It will also im-
prove decision-making by ensuring that grade does not limit opportunities to make decisions, 
innovate and meet objectives. 

Ensuring that the Civil Service has the capacity and capability to address existing and future 
challenges is a core aim of the work of the Civil Service Renewal Taskforce, and HR reforms, 
including in relation to grading structures, are a key component of that work.  The specific ac-
tions that arise in this context are contained in the Civil Service Renewal Plan which is expected 
to be published very shortly following consideration by Government.

30/09/2014WRJ03050Planning Issues

30/09/2014WRJ03100218. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the Office of Public Works is seeking planning permission on a building (details supplied) in 
County Kildare. [36680/14]

30/09/2014WRJ03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): A Planning Application was submitted to Kildare County Council by the Office 
of Public Works on Wednesday 17th September 2014 for installation of new signage on New-
bridge Credit Union Building.  The application is available for inspection in Kildare County 
Council offices in Naas, Co Kildare and on the Council’s website for 5 weeks from the date of 
submission.

30/09/2014WRJ03250Legislative Programme

30/09/2014WRJ03300219. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the budget allocation for the statute law revision programme for the years 2011 to 2016; the 
amount of expenditure that will be incurred on the specific task of repealing legal instruments 
on the Statute Book since before 1820 and which are now the subject of a public consultation.  
[36743/14]

30/09/2014WRJ03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The work of 
the Statute Law Revision Programme to date in removing obsolete legislation from the statute 
book has been strongly supported by outside observers such as the OECD, and is a key part of 
the Programme for Government 2011-2016 and the Public Service Reform Plan 2014-2016.  
The forthcoming pre-1820 Bill will be the single largest repealing measure in the history of 
either this or any other State and will be an important building block towards an eventually 
fully-revised Statute Book.

Prior to 2012 the Statute Law Revision Programme was located in the Office of the Attorney 
General.  For this reason my Department had no 2011 or 2012 budget allocation for the pro-
gramme.  The outturn for 2012 was €91,821 which reflected a number of work streams during 
that year including the enactment of the Statute Law Revision Act 2012 which completed the 
review of all pre-independence primary legislation. 

In 2013 a budget allocation of €138,000 was provided for, with an outturn of  €125,970.75.  
In July 2013 the Government agreed to pursue several work streams of statute law revision 
across the Statute Book including in relation to post-1922 Acts, secondary legislation both pre- 
and post-1922, and charters. 
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In 2014 a budget allocation of €159,000 was provided for, with an outturn of  €79,784.19 in 
the year to date.  The budget allocation for 2015 and 2016 has not yet been determined and will 
be dealt with in due course as part of the Estimates process.

The Deputy may wish to note that as regards these budget allocations, the Estimates heading 
for Statute Law Revision Programme includes payment for the Legal Adviser to the Govern-
ment Reform Unit who carries out advisory functions in relation to other legislative priorities 
in the Programme for Government  such as the Freedom of Information Bill, the Public Service 
Standards Bill, the Protected Disclosure Act and a number of other measures.  The budget al-
location set out in the following figures therefore does not exclusively relate to statute law revi-
sion as such and includes the full range of services of the Legal Adviser.

In relation to the expenditure on the specific tasks associated with the current Bill it should 
be noted that the pre-1820 Bill is the first in a series dealing with secondary legislation.  It is 
intended that, subject to the passing of this measure, later Bills will deal with later periods of 
secondary legislation.  For this reason, in tandem with the preparation of this Bill, work has 
continued on a number of other areas.  These include the analysis of later secondary instru-
ments, a scoping exercise in relation to a Bill to repeal spent and obsolete primary legislation 
enacted by the Oireachtas post-1922, and recording charters and letters patent.  Because the ac-
tivity of the Programme has been carried out in a number of parallel work streams a breakdown 
of the specific cost attributable to the pre-1820 Bill is not available. 

Finally, in addition to the figures set out about, some permanent staff of the Department 
have at various times also been engaged in the programme on a part-time basis.

30/09/2014WRJ03450Commercial Rates Valuation Process

30/09/2014WRJ03500220. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views 
on reclassifying preschool facilities as educational so that they can have similar status for com-
mercial rates as the education sector.  [36834/14]

30/09/2014WRJ03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Valua-
tion Act, 2001 provides that all buildings used or developed for any purpose are rateable unless 
expressly exempted under Schedule 4 of the Act.  

The Act is quite specific in relation to the exemptions that can be implemented by the Com-
missioner of Valuation.  These are set out in Schedule 4 of the Act and there is no discretion to 
grant exemptions not covered by Schedule 4.  Buildings which qualify for exemption from rates 
under the provisions of Schedule 4 would principally include those used for public worship, 
education and health-care provided on a not-for-profit basis and charitable purposes.

Certain pre-school facilities can be exempt from rates under the terms of paragraph 16 of 
Schedule 4 of the Valuation Act, 2001, where that organisation is a charitable organisation, that 
uses its property exclusively for charitable purposes and otherwise than for private profit.  The 
organisation claiming charitable status for the purpose of qualifying for exemption from rates 
must comply with the definition of “charitable organisation” as stated in PART 1 section 3 of 
the Valuation Act, 2001.

Similarly, certain pre-school facilities can be exempt from rates where the conditions de-
tailed in paragraph 10 of Schedule 4 are met which in summary are:

1. It must be occupied by an educational institution
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2. It must be used exclusively for the provision of educational services

3. Otherwise than for private profit;(a) the institution must not be established or operated for 
the purposes of making a private profit or be financed wholly or mainly from State funds and 
(b) The services in question must be available to the general public with or without a charge 
being levied.

Re-classifying pre-school facilities as educational under Schedule 4 of the Valuation Act 
2001 would not in itself result in these facilities no longer being liable for rates. 

As a matter of course, the Valuation Office examines all claimant cases on their individual 
merits by reference to the relevant statutory provisions governing the operation of the Valuation 
Act as it relates to child-care facilities and all other categories of properties. 

Private childcare facilities form part of the rateable valuation base on a nationwide basis.  I 
have no plans to provide for special treatment of these facilities by their exemption from rate-
ability under the Valuation (Amendment) (No 2) Bill as such a change would be quickly fol-
lowed  by demands for similar treatment from other interests involved in the provision of useful 
services, which in equity, would be difficult to resist.  The process could thus substantially re-
duce local authority revenues, which would have to be made good by imposing a corresponding 
increase on the remaining ratepayers.

30/09/2014WRK00100

30/09/2014WRK00150Public Sector Staff Recruitment

30/09/2014WRK00200221. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in view 
of the improved fiscal circumstances, his plans to lift the embargo on public sector recruitment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36975/14]

30/09/2014WRK00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As I have 
previously stated, there is no embargo on recruitment to the Public Service.  To safeguard front-
line and priority services, the Government has allowed for critical posts to be filled throughout 
the period of consolidation of public service numbers.  In addition to this ongoing recruitment, 
special provision was made in last October’s Budget for the recruitment into key front line sec-
tors, including more than 900 extra resource teachers for the school system.  The Government 
recognises areas of most need, and it is responding to them where it can.  Under the Moratorium 
on recruitment and promotion in the public service there has been a much more careful and 
targeted approach to recruitment, which needs to be understood on two fronts:

Firstly, Government has a responsibility to control the cost of public services.  The savings 
achieved over the last number of years have made an important contribution to the overall im-
provement in the public finances.  These savings need to be maintained.

Secondly, the Government is committed to Public Service reform and is focused on driving 
efficiency and improving how public services are delivered.      

Resource needs over the medium term have been examined as part of the Comprehen-
sive Review of Expenditure, the outcome of which will help inform Budget decisions and 
measures.

30/09/2014WRK00350Departmental Agencies Expenditure

30/09/2014WRK00400222. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
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amount in legal fees incurred by the Commission for Public Service Appointments for the year 
to date and for each of the past three years together with details of the annual budget that it has 
to operate. [36976/14]

30/09/2014WRK00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The legal ex-
penses incurred by the Commission for Public Appointments Service (CPSA) in 2014 amount 
to €130,322.  In 2013, €34,534 was spent on legal fees on behalf of the CPSA, with €1,000 
expended in 2012 and €22,000 in 2011.  The Ombudsman Amendment Act 2012 provided for 
the merging of the Office of the CPSA with the Office of the Ombudsman with effect from 1 
January 2013 and its activities are funded from that Office’s Vote.  That Office’s overall Vote 
allocation for 2014 is €8,140,000 covering the business activities of the Ombudsman, the In-
formation Commissioner, the Commissioner for Environmental Information, the Standards in 
Public Office Commission as well as the CPSA.  Within this a total of €444,000 is budgeted for 
legal expenses for the different Statutory Offices.

30/09/2014WRK00550Commercial Rates Valuation Process

30/09/2014WRK00600223. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if private 
fee paying schools and private nursing homes are subject to commercial rates; and, if so, on 
what basis the rate is calculated. [37033/14]

30/09/2014WRK00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Valuation 
Act, 2001 provides in Schedule 3, Sections 1(a) and (b) that all buildings and lands used or de-
veloped for any purpose including constructions affixed thereto are rateable.  The basic premise 
under the Act is that all interests (including buildings) and all developed land are rateable unless 
expressly exempted under Schedule 4.

In general, the Act maintains the long-standing position that all commercial facilities estab-
lished for the purpose of making a private profit are liable for rates. 

Certain fee charging schools may be exempt from rates by virtue of the provisions of Sched-
ule 4 of the Act.  Specifically, a property occupied by a school and used for educational purposes 
is entitled to exemption from rates if all of the conditions detailed in paragraph 10 of Schedule 4 
are met, regardless of whether a fee is payable or not. In summary, the conditions are:

1. It must be occupied by an educational institution

2. It must be used exclusively for the provision of educational services

3. Otherwise than for private profit;(a) the institution must not be established or operated for 
the purposes of making a private profit or be financed wholly or mainly from State funds and 
(b) The services in question must be available to the general public with or without a charge 
being levied.

Nursing homes established and operated for the purpose of making a private profit are rate-
able under the Valuation Act.  

The rateable valuation of all commercial property is based on net annual value (NAV) i.e. 
the estimated rental value of the property as defined in Section 48 of the Valuation Act.

30/09/2014WRK00750Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRK00800224. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide in tabular form all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups 
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under his Department’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at 
same; the budget of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of 
the agencies or organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive 
their powers. [37210/14]

30/09/2014WRK00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question the following is a list of the State agencies, bodies, organisations 
and working groups under my Department’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the 
number of staff at same; the budget of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of 
establishment of the agencies or organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from 
which they derive their powers.

The material in respect of the Office of Public Works will be forwarded directly to the 
Deputy.

Institute of Public Administration 

Core Duties and 
Functions

Number of 
Staff

 Budget 2013  Proposed Bud-
get 2014

Date of Establishment Legislation 

Promote the study 
and improve the 
standard of public 
administration

80 10,600,000 10,300,000 1957 Companies 
Acts

Valuation Tribunal

Core Duties and 
Functions

Number of 
Staff

 Budget 
2013

 Proposed Bud-
get 2014

Date of Establishment Legislation 

Provision of admin-
istration services to 
facilitate the efficient 
and effective opera-
tion of the Valuation 
Tribunal 

5 693,000 850,000 1988 Valuation 
Act, 2001

State Laboratory

Core Duties and 
Functions

Number of 
Staff

 Budget 
2013

 Proposed Bud-
get 2014

Date of Establishment Legislation 

The State Laboratory 
provides a compre-
hensive analytical and 
advisory service to 
Government depart-
ments and offices, 
thereby enabling them 
to implement and 
formulate the technical 
aspects of national and 
EU legislation. 

87 7,545,000 7,795,000 01-Apr-1924 The State 
Laboratory 
is a sched-
uled office 
under the 
aegis of the 
Department 
of Public 
Expendi-
ture and 
Reform 

Public Appointments Service (PAS)

Core Duties and 
Functions

Number of 
Staff

 Budget 2013  Proposed Bud-
get 2014

Date of Establish-
ment

Legislation 
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PAS provides a 
shared service 
in recruitment, 
selection and 
assessment to or-
ganisations across 
the Civil and 
Public Service.  
PAS conducts 
recruitment cam-
paigns on behalf 
of a wide variety 
of organisa-
tions including, 
Civil Service 
Departments/ 
Offices, An Garda 
Siochána, local 
government sec-
tor, HSE, Irish 
Prison Service. 

88.65 FTE €6.014m(Net 
Expenditure)

€6.757m October 2004 (re-
placed the Office of 
the Civil Service and 
Local Appointments 
Commissioners)

Public Service 
Management 
(Recruitment 
and Appoint-
ments) Act 
2004

Office of the Ombudsman

Core Duties and 
Functions

Number of Staff  Budget 2013  Proposed Bud-
get 2014

Date of Estab-
lishment

Legislation 

The Ombuds-
man’s role is 
to investigate 
complaints about 
administrative 
actions, delays or 
inaction ad-
versely affecting 
persons or bodies 
in their deal-
ings with public 
bodies (includ-
ing government 
departments, local 
authorities, the 
Health Service 
Executive (HSE), 
public voluntary 
hospitals and 
other institu-
tions providing 
services on behalf 
of HSE, third 
level bodies, and 
sectors and bodies 
to which the Dis-
ability Act (2005) 
applies). 

67* 5,200,000 5,141,000 December 1983 Ombudsman Acts 
(1980 and 2012)

* No of staff assigned to the Office of the Ombudsman includes shared services staff (HR, 
IT, Finance and Communications) who provide services for all of the above Offices.

Office of the Information Commissioner/Commissioner for Environmental Informa-
tion
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Core Duties and 
Functions

Number 
of Staff

 Budget 
2013

 Proposed Bud-
get 2014

Date of Estab-
lishment

Legislation 

The role of the Com-
missioner is to review 
(on application) deci-
sions made in relation 
to FOI requests and 
to make binding new 
decisions; to keep the 
operation of the Act 
under review with 
a view to ensuring 
maximum compli-
ance among public 
bodies; to encourage 
the voluntary publica-
tion by public bodies 
of information on 
their activities; and to 
prepare and publish 
commentaries on the 
practical operation of 
the Act.  

The role of the Com-
missioner for Environ-
mental Information is 
to review (on appeal) 
decisions made in rela-
tion to requests made 
to public authorities 
for environmental 
information under the 
Regulations and Direc-
tive 2003/4/EC. 

21 1,665,000 1,682,000.00 April 1998         
May 2007   

Freedom of Informa-
tion Acts (1997 and 
2003)        

Access to Environ-
mental Information 
Regulations (2007 to 
2011) 

Commission for Public Service Appointments**
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Core Duties and 
Functions

Number of Staff  Budget 2013  Proposed Bud-
get 2014

Date of Estab-
lishment

Legislation 

The Commission 
s role is to estab-
lish standards of 
probity, merit, eq-
uity and fairness 
for the recruit-
ment and selec-
tion of appointees 
to (i) all estab-
lished and most 
unestablished 
positions in the 
Civil Service; (ii) 
positions in An 
Garda Síochána 
subject to the 
remit of the Act; 
(iii) the Health 
Service Ex-
ecutive; (iv) the 
Health Informa-
tion and Quality 
Authority; and (v) 
certain manage-
rial, professional 
and technical 
positions in local 
authorities and 
vocational educa-
tion committees 
to which the 
Local Authori-
ties (Officers and 
Employees) Act 
(1926) applies. 

3 October 2004 Public Service 
Management 
(Recruitment and 
Appointments) 
Act (2004)

 ** The budget for the Commission for Public Service Appointments merged with Office of 
the Ombudsman from 1 January 2013.

The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB)

Core Duties and 
Functions

Number of Staff  Budget 2013  Proposed Budget 2014 Date of Establishment Legislation 

The SEUPBs main 
role is to manage 
cross-border 
European Union 
Structural Funds 
Programmes in 
Northern Ireland, 
the border region 
of Ireland and 
parts of Western 
Scotland (PEACE 
and INTERREG 
Programmes)  

57 Total Budget:
€119,264,000*** 
Admin Budget:
€2,501,000

Total Budget:
€120,363,000*** 
Admin Bud-
get:€2,290,000

March 1999 The Special EU 
Programmes 
Body (SEUPB)

 ***This includes Programme expenditure for PEACE and INTERREG which is provided 
by a number of Government Departments in Ireland and Northern Ireland and is subject to sub-
sequent refunds from the EU Commission of up to 75%.  The Administration expenditure of the 
Body is co-funded by the Department of Public Expenditure and the Department of Finance and 
Personnel in Northern Ireland.  
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Standards in Public Office Commission

Core Duties and Functions Number 
of Staff

 Budget 2013 Proposed 
Budget 2014

Date of Estab-
lishment

Legislation 

The Standards in Public Offices 
Commission is an independent body 
established in December 2001 by 
the Standards in Public Office Act, 
2001.  It has a supervisory role under 
the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 
and 2001; the Electoral Act 1997, as 
amended; the Oireachtas (Ministerial 
and Parliamentary Offices) (Amend-
ment) Act 2001; the Electoral (Amend-
ment) (Political Funding) Act 2012; 
and the Oireachtas (Ministerial and 
Parliamentary Offices)(Amendment) 
Act 2001. Further information is avail-
able on the Commission’s website at 
http://www.sipo.gov.ie.  It is proposed 
that the Commission will also have a 
supervisory role under the forthcoming 
Registration of Lobbying Act.  Further 
information in relation to the Registra-
tion of Lobbying Act can be found on 
the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform website at http://www.per.
gov.ie/regulation-of-lobbying/.  The 
Commission also serves as secretariat 
to the Referendum Commission, as 
required.

11 980,000 1,317,000 December 2001 Standards in 
Public Office Act 
(2001), Ethics 
in Public Office 
Acts (1995 and 
2001), Electoral 
Act (1997), Elec-
toral (Amend-
ment)(Political 
Funding) Act 
(2012), Oireach-
tas (Ministerial 
and Parliamentary 
Offices)(Amend-
ment) Act (2001) 
and the forthcom-
ing Registration 
of Lobbying Bill 
(2014).

Valuation Office

Core Duties and 
Functions

Number of Staff  Budget 2013  Proposed Bud-
get 2014

Date of Estab-
lishment

Legislation 

The production 
and maintenance 
of fair and equi-
table valuation 
lists of commer-
cial and industrial 
properties

122 9,828,000 9,345,000 Circa 1850 Valuation Act 
2001    

30/09/2014WRK00950Trade Missions

30/09/2014WRK01000225. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his plans 
to undertake a trade mission to Spain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36885/14]

30/09/2014WRK01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In 2012, the 
value of Ireland’s exports to Spain was €5.43 bn making Spain our 9th largest export market.  In 
2012, the latest year for which full data is available, Ireland’s services exports to Spain reached 
their highest level ever with a value of €2.7 bn.  

Spain is one of the most open and internationalized economies in Europe and holds a privi-
leged position in Latin America and North Africa as an investment platform.  In multiple sec-
tors, several Spanish companies are placed among the largest European firms in terms of turn-
over and market capitalization, such as Telefonica, Santander, BBVA to name but three.  Spain 
enjoys a modern infrastructure network, thanks to heavy investments in infrastructure having 
taken place over the last 20 years, covering highways, rail-way, airports and ports.
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The strategy for Enterprise Ireland, which has an office in Madrid servicing both Spain and 
Portugal, is twofold: 

- to raise the profile of Ireland and the awareness of Ireland as a key supply base in priority 
sectors of opportunity such as the life science, telecommunications, media and entertainment, 
travel and finance sectors

- to maintain the foothold of Irish companies which have a strong presence in Spain in an 
increasingly competitive environment by looking for ways to develop their offering and search 
for new potential customers. 

There are currently no plans to organise a full Trade Mission to Spain.  As part of the Gov-
ernment’s Action Plan for Jobs, Enterprise Ireland are organising 18 ministerial-led in market 
events around the globe this year, ranging from fully-fledged multi-sector trade missions to 
more specific events designed to support companies in a particular sector or addressing a specif-
ic end-market opportunity.  These events are planned and scheduled to maximise the resources 
of Enterprise Ireland and their client companies in addition to gaining the strongest impact from 
the interventions of Ministers from the various Government departments. 

As part of the Government’s 2014 Ministerial-led St Patrick’s Day “Promote Ireland” pro-
gramme, the then Minister of State for Small Business, Mr John Perry T.D., visited Spain be-
tween the 12 and 15 March of this year.  The programme involved multiple bilateral meetings 
with Enterprise Ireland target companies as well as Tourism Ireland and Bord Bia promotional 
events.  

As regards further events planned for 2014, the local Enterprise Ireland office in Madrid will 
host two in-market trade events this October:

- a national stand at the International Maintenance Repair and Overhaul aviation event 
(MRO Europe ) with some 7 Irish companies exhibiting and

- a Travel IT sector conference for some 8 EI client companies seeking business with repre-
sentatives from the Spanish hotel and tourism sector.

I am confident that this job focused trade and investment-related programme has helped 
Enterprise Ireland cement relationships with their Spanish partners and win access to key deci-
sion-makers in target sectors which should facilitate employment growth. 

30/09/2014WRK01150Job Creation

30/09/2014WRK01200226. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will direct Enterprise Ireland and the Industrial Development Authority Ireland to pursue the 
potential for job creation in the former Pretty Polly plant, Killarney, County Kerry, which is 
now in the ownership of Kerry County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37012/14]

30/09/2014WRK01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Pretty 
Polly plant in Killarney is not in the ownership of IDA Ireland.  Following on from the abolition 
of Killarney Town Council I am informed the facility is now owned by Kerry County Council.  
I understand from IDA Ireland that the building itself, which was formerly a manufacturing 
facility, has been unoccupied since 2009 and is not in the best condition.  Therefore, the options 
for the building in its present format are limited.  I am informed that the County Council are 
still investigating potential uses for the building but, as yet, there are no concrete plans for the 
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immediate future. 

Both IDA Ireland and the local Enterprise Office in Tralee have indicated that they are 
happy to engage with Kerry County Council on the matter and both remain available to provide 
assistance regarding potential uses for the building.  

Meanwhile, IDA Ireland continues to promote County Kerry as a location for inward invest-
ment while Enterprise Ireland’s activities in the County are focussed primarily on the develop-
ment of indigenous companies export potential and in the creation of new jobs.  Client compa-
nies of IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland employ over 5,000 in County Kerry.

30/09/2014WRK01350Trade Agreements

30/09/2014WRK01400227. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the dis-
cussions he has had in relation to the Trade in Services Agreement Financial Services Annex, 
covering 50 countries, and being promoted by the EU and US, and the fact that public services 
will be sold permanently for private profit, should there not be a referendum on this matter; his 
views regarding the five year ban that has been put on any information regarding this agree-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [37095/14]

30/09/2014WRK01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Trade in 
Services Agreement (TiSA) is a trade agreement currently being negotiated by 23 members 
of the World Trade Organisation (WTO).  The EU negotiates on behalf of all 28 EU member 
states.  The other twenty-two countries and territories outside the EU that are taking part are: 
Australia, Canada, Chile, Chinese Taipei, Colombia, Costa Rica, Hong Kong, Iceland, Isra-
el, Japan, Korea, Liechtenstein, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, Switzerland, Turkey and the United States of America. Together, these countries account 
for 70% of world trade in services.  

TiSA aims at opening up markets and improving rules in areas such as licensing, financial 
services, telecoms, e-commerce, maritime transport, and workers moving abroad temporarily to 
provide services.  The EU’s position on protecting public services in the TiSA negotiations can 
be found on the EU Commission’s website at the following link:

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/tisa/questions-and-answers/.

Also published on the EU Commission’s website are documents that have been tabled by 
the EU in the negotiations, which clearly exclude public services. These documents can be 
found at the following link: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1133.

Ireland fully supports the EU’s approach in the TiSA negotiations. The exports of services 
are very important to the Irish economy. Last year, the value of Ireland’s exports of services 
reached a new record of almost €95b; and with services imports worth €89b, Ireland had a trade 
surplus of €6b for trade in services in 2013.  An ambitious outcome in the TiSA negotiations is 
therefore very important for our economy.  

The TiSA will be an Agreement within the meaning of Article 29.5.2 of the Constitution.  
Ratification by Ireland will therefore be subject to prior approval of Dáil Éireann.

30/09/2014WRK01550Trade Agreements

30/09/2014WRK01600228. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the way 
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he plans to strengthen the human rights article of the EU-Colombian Free Trade Agreement; the 
efforts he has made to ensure the agreement is consistent with Government policy as set out in 
One World, One Future: Ireland’s Policy for International Development; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37187/14]

30/09/2014WRK01700229. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views that the sustainable development article of the EU free trade agreement with Colombia 
and Peru will be sufficient in ensuring greater protection of human rights in Colombia; and the 
actions he has taken to address the significant human rights concerns documented by Irish non-
governmental organisations which have shown the sustainable development article is insuffi-
cient to ensure the enforcement of rights, citing an absence of adequate monitoring, evaluation 
and compliance mechanisms.  [37188/14]

30/09/2014WRK01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 228 and 229 together. 

Sustainable development and concerns for social and human rights are at the heart of the 
sustainability chapter of the EU-Colombia Free Trade Agreement. This is emphasised by the 
fact that Article 1 of the Agreement stipulates that respect for democratic principles and funda-
mental human rights and for the rule of law is an essential element of the Agreement. 

The inclusion of a sustainable development chapter in the Agreement provides the EU with 
an important means to contribute to supporting positive social reforms and to the greater protec-
tion of human rights in Colombia. During the negotiation of the Agreement, Ireland strongly 
promoted the inclusion of provisions to reflect this essential element.

Furthermore, the setting up of a special committee, with representatives from Colombian 
civil society, to monitor implementation of the sustainability provisions demonstrates how the 
EU can develop real leverage for promoting its values and expectations through this agreement.

The elaboration by Colombia and Peru of roadmaps on human rights, labour rights and envi-
ronmental protection in October 2012 clearly demonstrates how the Agreement can incentivise 
an agenda for change. Against this background, I believe the agreement with Colombia will 
be instrumental in encouraging economic and social progress reinforced by arrangements that 
strengthen the voice and role of civil society in favour of the progressive development human 
and labour rights. This is also recognised by the European Parliament that last year voted to 
approve the Agreement.

My Department is fully mindful of the need for policy coherence in support of global devel-
opment objectives.  To this end, my Department works closely with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade.  In this way, there is full coherence between Ireland’s trade and investment 
policies, and the implementation of Ireland’s development and foreign policy objectives set out 
in One World, One Future: Ireland’s Policy for International Development.

30/09/2014WRK01850Trade Agreements

30/09/2014WRK01900230. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide details of the occasions where it was sought to suspend or terminate any trade 
agreement to which the Irish Government is a signatory due to concerns regarding human 
rights. [37189/14]

30/09/2014WRK02000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am not aware 
that any such action has been taken in relation to the suspension or termination of a trade agree-
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ment to which Ireland is a signatory.  However, all Trade Agreements that the EU concludes 
include binding commitments for the respect of Human Right and the rule of law, with a clear 
suspension clause.  This gives the EU an important means of promoting greater protection of 
human rights.

30/09/2014WRK02050Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRK02100231. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
provide in tabular form all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups 
under his Department’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at 
same; the budget of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of 
the agencies or organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive 
their powers. [37208/14]

30/09/2014WRK02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment currently has the following non-commercial State sponsored bodies supporting us in our 
work.

Name Date established and leg-
islation from which power 
derived

Core duties and functions Staff Nos.

Enterprise 
Ireland (EI)

23rd July 1998, 

Industrial Development (En-
terprise Ireland) Act, 1998 

This Agency is the government organisation responsi-
ble for the development and growth of Irish enterprises 
in world markets.  It works in partnership with Irish 
enterprises to help them start, grow, innovate and 
win export sales on global markets.  The goals of the 
Agency are to support sustainable economic growth, 
regional development and secure employment.

725 WTE (in-
cluding 92.5 lo-
cally appointed 
overseas staff)

IDA Ireland 1st January 1994, 

Industrial Development Act 
1993

The functions of IDA Ireland, as set out in Section 8 of 
the Industrial Development Act, 1993, as amended by 
the Industrial Development (Forfás Dissolution) Act 
2014, are as follows:-
(a) to promote the establishment and develop-
ment, in the State, of industrial undertakings from 
outside the State,
(b) to make investments in and provide supports 
to industrial undertakings which comply with the 
requirements of the enactments for the time being in 
force,
(c) to administer such schemes, grants and 
other financial facilities requiring the disbursement of 
European Community Funds as may from time to time 
be authorised by the Minister with the concurrence of 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, and
(d) to carry out such other functions as may 
from time to time be assigned to it by the Minister.

259.85

Science 
Foundation 
Ireland (SFI)

25th July 2003, 

Industrial Development (Sci-
ence Foundation Ireland) Act 
2003 and Industrial Develop-
ment (Amendment) Act 2013

Developing and assisting the carrying out of oriented 
basic research and applied research in strategic areas 
as defined by the Act and regulations.  Promote study 
of, education in, and awareness of, science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics (STEM).

47 serving at 
end 2013

The National 
Standards 
Authority 
of Ireland 
(NSAI)

The National Standards Au-
thority of Ireland Act, 1996.  
In effect 1 January 1997 
andMetrology Act, 1996.  In 
effect 12 May 1997

Standards: National member of European and In-
ternational standardisation organisations; standards 
elaboration, promotion and dissemination.  Certifica-
tion of products, management systems, processes and 
services.  Metrology – Industrial, i.e. measurement 
traceability and calibration and Legal, i.e. enforcement 
of legal controls for measurements in trade use.

140.5 WTE
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Name Date established and leg-
islation from which power 
derived

Core duties and functions Staff Nos.

National 
Consumer 
Agency 
(NCA)

1st May 2007, 
Consumer Protection Act 
2007

Enforcement of Consumer Law and inspection 42.9 

The Com-
petition 
Authority

1st October 1991,
Competition Acts 2002-2012

To enforce competition law and promote competition 49  

Irish Audit-
ing and 
Accounting 
Supervisory 
Authority 
(IAASA)

IAASA was established 
under the Companies (Audit-
ing and Accounting) Act, 
2003 and conferred with the 
majority of its functions in 
February 2006 when the Act 
was commenced

Its role is to support and enhance public confidence 
in the accountancy profession and financial report-
ing through the exercise of effective, independent 
oversight and the promotion of adherence to high 
standards.  IAASA has four primary functions: 

(i) supervision of how the Prescribed Accountancy 
Bodies (‘PABs’) regulate and monitor their members

(ii) monitoring of the periodic financial reporting of 
certain entities whose securities have been admitted to 
trading on a regulated market in the EU

(iii) promotion of adherence to high professional stan-
dards in the auditing and accountancy profession

(iv) acting as a specialist source of advice to the Min-
ister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation on auditing 
and accounting matters

13 

Personal 
Injuries 
Assessment 
Board

13th April 2004,

Personal Injuries Assessment 
Board Act 2003

The principal functions of the Board are:

(a) to arrange for the making of assessments of rel-
evant claims,

(b) to prepare and publish a document (which shall be 
known as the ‘‘Book of Quantum’’) containing general 
guidelines as to the amounts that may be awarded or 
assessed in respect of specified types of injury,

(c) to cause a cost-benefit analysis to be made of the 
legal procedures and the associated processes (includ-
ing those provided for by this Act) that are currently 
employed in the State for the purpose of awarding 
compensation for personal injuries,

(d) to collect and analyse data in relation to amounts 
awarded on foot of, or agreed in settlement of, civil 
actions to which this Act applies, and

(e) to perform any additional functions conferred on 
the Board under the Act.

67 
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Name Date established and leg-
islation from which power 
derived

Core duties and functions Staff Nos.

The Health 
and Safety 
Authority 
(HSA)

The National Authority for 
Occupational Safety and 
Health (NAOSH) was estab-
lished on 1st November 1989 
by the Safety, Health and 
Welfare at Work Act 1989 
and renamed the Health and 
Safety Authority (HSA) on 1 
September 2005 by the 2005 
Act of the same name

The HSA, which is statutorily independent of the 
Department, is responsible for the administration and 
enforcement of occupational health and safety legisla-
tion in Ireland as well as the implementation, within 
the State, of a number of EU frameworks governing 
chemicals.  It is the national Competent Authority for 
REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and 
Restriction of Chemicals) and a range of other chemi-
cals legislation.  

On 31 July 2014, the Irish National Accreditation 
Board (INAB), the sole national accreditation body for 
Ireland was integrated into the HSA in advance of the 
dissolution of Forfás, its previous parent body.

INAB is also the national monitoring authority for 
Good Laboratory Practice to the OECD principles and 
is the Competent Body for the registration of EMAS 
sites.

170.1 WTEs

In addition to the State Bodies/Boards listed above, the Offices of my Department which 
carry out specific legislative functions are.

Name Date established and leg-
islation from which power 
derived

Core duties and functions StaffNos.

The National Employment 
Rights Authority (NERA)

NERA was established on 
an interim basis in February 
2007, pending the enactment of 
enabling legislation. 

NERA staff derive their powers 
under the following legislation

Industrial Relations Acts, 1946 
to 2004,

Protection of Young Persons 
(Employment) Act, 1996,

Organisation of Working Time 
Act, 1997,

Parental Leave Act, 1998

National Minimum Wage Act, 
2000

Carers Leave Act, 2001

Redundancy Payments Acts, 
1967 to 2003

Employment Agency Act, 1971

Protection of Employment Act, 
1977

Protection of Employees 
(Employers’ Insolvency) Acts, 
1984 to 1991

Payment of Wages Act, 1991

Employment Permits Act 2003, 

Employment Permits Act 2006

NERA’s mission is to drive the achieve-
ment of a national culture of employ-
ment law compliance in order to protect 
sustainable enterprises and statutory 
employment rights.  
NERA promotes and safeguards the 
employment rights of workers through 
the provision of information, the enforce-
ment of employment legislation in the 
workplace and, where necessary, the 
prosecution of offences where there is 
evidence of non-compliance which has 
not been rectified.  The core activities 
include: 
Dissemination of information on em-
ployment rights to employers, employees 
and other interested parties: 
Workplace inspection of employer re-
cords and other checks to ensure compli-
ance with employment legislation;
Development and implementation of 
enforcement and prosecution policy; 
Implementation of corporate governance 
in accordance with the Department and 
the Department of Finance’s procedures.

100.43 WTEs
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Name Date established and leg-
islation from which power 
derived

Core duties and functions StaffNos.

The Patents Office Established 1927 
The Industrial and Commercial 
Property (Protection) Act, 1927.

Statutory functions are set out 
in:
The Patents Act 1992 (as 
amended).
The Trade Marks Act 1996 (as 
amended)
The Industrial Designs Act 
2001
The Copyright and Related 
Rights Act 2000 together with 
various Rules and Regulations 
made under these Acts

Registration and maintenance of intel-
lectual property rights in Ireland (i.e. 
patents, trade marks and designs).Regu-
lation of trade mark and patent agents 
professions.
Regulation of copyright licensing bodies 
and dealing with references and applica-
tions and dispute resolution regarding 
copyright licensing schemes.
Making available information on Intel-
lectual Property Rights

42.1

Office of the Director of Corpo-
rate Enforcement (ODCE)

The Company Law Enforce-
ment Act 2001 established the 
Office of the Director of Cor-
porate Enforcement (ODCE) in 
November 2001.

Enforcing and encouraging compliance 
with company law; 

Investigating suspected offences under 
the Companies Acts;

Prosecuting detected breaches of the 
Companies Acts;

Referring cases to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions for prosecution on indict-
ment; and

Exercising a supervisory role over the 
activities of liquidators and receivers.

At the end of 2013 
staffing was 42.9 
whole-time equiva-
lents, of which 6.6 are 
members of An Garda 
Síochána seconded to 
the Office. 

Companies Registration Office 
(CRO)

The Companies Registration 
Office (CRO) was established 
under Section 368(1) of the 
Companies Act, 1963. 

The CRO is the central repository of 
public statutory information on Irish 
companies and houses the Register of 
Companies, Business Names and Re-
stricted/Disqualified Persons. 

The main functions of the CRO are:-In-
corporation and dissolution of companies

Registration of business names and 
limited partnerships

Registration of post incorporation docu-
ments

Enforcement of the Companies Acts 
in relation to the filing obligations of 
companies

Provision of public access to company 
information

104 full time equiva-
lents at end-2013

Office of the Registrar of 
Friendly Societies

Friendly Societies Acts 1896 
– 2014

Industrial and Provident Societ-
ies Acts1893 – 2014 

Trade Union Acts 1871 - 1990

The Registry of Friendly Societies is re-
sponsible for the assessment and registra-
tion of applications and any subsequent 
amendment of rules which societies are 
obliged to render to the Registrar, and to 
ensure that registered societies meet their 
statutory obligations with regard to filing 
returns, which once registered are made 
available for inspection by the public.

2.4

The Labour Court September 1946  

Industrial Relations Act 1946 

Primarily an industrial relations body 
charged with preventing and resolving 
disputes. 

Now has considerable jurisdiction in ad-
judicating in employment rights disputes

22.2WTEs

The Employment Appeals 
Tribunal (EAT)

1967 
The Redundancy Payments 
Act 1967

The adjudication of employment rights 
disputes

28.93WTEs
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Name Date established and leg-
islation from which power 
derived

Core duties and functions StaffNos.

The Equality Tribunal Established in November 1999.

Employment Equality Acts 
1998 - 2011

Equal Status Acts 2000 -2012

Pensions Acts 1990-2008.

To provide a fair, accessible and impar-
tial forum to remedy unlawful discrimi-
nation in employment and in access to 
goods and services.  The Employment 
Equality Act 1998, which established 
the Equality Tribunal, provides a statu-
tory framework whereby the Tribunal 
mediates and/or investigates claims of 
unlawful discrimination in accordance 
with the provisions of the Employment 
Equality Acts the Equal Status Acts and 
the Pensions Acts.

21WTEs

The Labour Relations Commis-
sion (LRC)

The LRC was established on 21 
January 1991 under the Indus-
trial Relations Act, 1990.

The Mission of the LRC is “To promote 
the development and improvement of 
Irish industrial relations policies, proce-
dures and practices through the provision 
of appropriate, timely and effective 
services to employers, trade unions and 
employees”. 
The Commission carries out this mission 
by providing the following specific 
services:
An industrial relations Advisory Service;
An industrial relations Conciliation 
Service;
A Workplace Mediation Service;
A Rights Commissioner Service;
Assistance to Joint Labour Commit-
tees and Joint Industrial Councils in the 
exercise of their functions.
The Commission undertakes other activi-
ties of a developmental nature relating to 
the improvement of industrial relations 
practices including:
The review and monitoring of develop-
ments in the area of industrial relations;
The preparation, in consultation with 
the Social Partners, of codes of practice 
relevant to industrial relations;
Industrial relations research and publica-
tions;
Organisation of seminars and confer-
ences on industrial relations and human 
resource management issues. 

41.8WTEs

Working groups that come within the remit of my Department include the following - (the 
Secretariat for these working groups is provided by officials from my Department).

Working Group Date established and legislation 
from which power derived

Core duties and functions

High Level Group on Business 
Regulation chaired by Gerald 
Nash T.D., Minister for Busi-
ness and Employment

The Group met for the first time on 26 
July 2007.
- no legislative basis

The High Level Group on Business Regula-
tion (HLG) provides a standing dialogue 
between Departmental officials and business 
and union representatives.  It is tasked with 
identifying ways of reducing the administra-
tive burden on business. The Group acts as a 
clearing house for specific business sugges-
tions for administrative burden reduction 
by identifying administrative solutions and 
simplifications across Government. 

Technology Ireland 2006 
- no legislative basis

The Technology Ireland Forum comprises 
representatives from DJEI, EI, IDA, SFI, 
and HEA.  The aim of this forum is to ensure 
Agencies work collectively to implement 
the enterprise related aspects of the Science, 
Technology and Innovation Investment in a 
coherent and effective way
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Working Group Date established and legislation 
from which power derived

Core duties and functions

Research Prioritisation Action 
Group

2012
- no legislative basis

The Research Prioritisation Action Group 
(PAG) is chaired by my colleague, Damien 
English, Minister for Research, Innovation 
and Skills, and comprises representatives of 
research funding agencies and Government 
Departments.  PAG is tasked with driving 
implementation of the research prioritisation 
agenda.

Advisory Group on Small Busi-
ness (AGSB)

2011
- no legislative basis

The purpose of the Advisory Group on Small 
Business is to give a greater voice in the 
development of policy to SMEs and to advise 
the Minister for Business and Employment 
on issues of relevance to SMEs. 
One of the main functions of the AGSB is 
to provide on-going assistance and advice to 
the Minister for Business and Employment, 
Government Departments and Agencies on 
any issues affecting SMEs by identifying the 
issues impacting on the growth and devel-
opment of SMEs, suggesting priorities and 
examining possible solutions.

Retail Consultation Forum June 2014 
- no legislative basis

The objective of establishing the Retail 
Consultation Forum is to provide a plat-
form for a structured engagement between 
the Retail sector and relevant Government 
Departments/bodies.  Its purpose is to allow 
key issues of relevance to the sector to be 
discussed, with a view to identifying practi-
cal actions which could be taken by govern-
ment (national or local), or by industry itself, 
to support the sector.  The Forum should 
be interactive, participative and solutions-
focused.

Consultative Committee on 
Jobs in the Green Economy

May 2013 
- no legislative basis

The Consultative Committee will be tasked 
with: identifying emerging job opportuni-
ties in different sub-sectors of the Green 
Economy and

identifying any enablers and barriers to 
seizing those opportunities, with a view to 
informing any actions necessary from Gov-
ernment to progress those opportunities. 

Any actions necessary across Government to 
progress these opportunities will be brought 
to the attention of the relevant Departments 
by the Secretariat, including through the Cab-
inet Committee structures where appropriate, 
with a view to their implementation, includ-
ing through the Action Plan for Jobs. 

Expert Group on Future Skills 
Needs

Established in 1997, the EGFSN 
reports to the Minister for Jobs, Enter-
prise and Innovation and the Minister 
for Education and Skills.The EGF-
SN’s budget comes from the National 
Training Fund.

The EGFSN advises the Irish Government on 
skills needs and labour market issues that im-
pact on enterprise and employment growth.

National Competitiveness 
Council 

The NCC was established by Govern-
ment in May 1997 as part of the Part-
nership 2000 Agreement.  It Council is 
a non-statutory body.

The Council reports to the Taoiseach, through 
the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion, on key competitiveness issues facing 
the Irish economy and offers recommenda-
tions on policy actions required to enhance 
Ireland’s competitive position.

In relation to the budgets figure for my Department for 2013 and 2014, I would refer the 
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Deputy to the following detailed material which was also made available in the context of my 
appearance earlier this month at the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation for the mid-year review of my Department’s Vote.

Description 2013 2014
Provisional Outturn - €’000 Estimate - 

€’000
PROGRAMME A - 
Jobs and Enterprise 
Development

INTERTRADEIRELAND
The purpose of this subhead is to provide a con-
tribution towards the programme and operational 
costs of InterTradeIreland, the Trade and Busi-
ness Development Body based in Newry, Co. 
Down.  Funding is provided on a 2:1 ratio with 
the Northern Ireland administration.
Current Pay 1,395 1,338
Current Non-Pay 694 664
Capital 6,017 5,760

Total 8,106 7,762
IDA IRELAND 
This subhead finances IDA Ireland’s adminis-
tration expenses and core marketing activities.  
The allocation covers items such as pay costs, 
marketing, consultancy, promotion and adver-
tising expenses, which are crucial to attracting 
foreign investment.  It also provides funding to 
IDA client companies in the form of employ-
ment grants, grants for fixed assets and R & D 
grants.  While IDA Ireland’s property budget 
is mainly funded from own resources arising 
from the sale of industrial property, a require-
ment for Exchequer funding under this subhead 
arises from timing delays attaching to receipt of 
own resource income and to make an amount 
available to the Agency for cash-flow purposes. 
Funding is generally drawn down early in the 
year to cover certain contractual payments due 
(leases, rates etc.)  
Current Pay 21,500 21,925
Current Non-Pay 18,860 16,682
Capital 79,000 89,000

Total 119,360 127,607
ENTERPRISE IRELAND
This subhead funds the costs of Enterprise 
Ireland’s administration, including pay and other 
staff costs, consultancy, and promotion and 
advertising costs associated with the agency’s 
activities. Monies are also provided under this 
subhead relating to indigenous industry projects 
and are paid out in grants, equity/seed and 
venture capital investments and contributions to 
third party agencies.  Payments are made on the 
basis of full compliance with conditions associ-
ated with the funding approval.  A grant is also 
provided under this subhead in respect of Enter-
prise Ireland’s own building needs (maintenance, 
etc.), and the purchase of technical/computer 
equipment. 
Current Pay 52,179 48,021



Questions - Written Answers

214

Description 2013 2014
Current Non-Pay 28,662 28,197
Capital 36,200 49,000

Total 117,041 125,218
COUNTY ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT                                                                                                                   
This Subhead funds the activities of the 35 
County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs).  
Current Pay 8,118 7,389
Current Non-Pay 3,344 3,499
Capital 18,180 18,500

Total 29,642 29,388
NATIONAL STANDARDS AUTHORITY OF 
IRELAND 
- GRANT FOR ADMINISTRATION AND 
GENERAL EXPENSES  
This subhead provides Exchequer funding 
towards the cost of payroll, administration/gen-
eral expenses and capital costs of the National 
Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI). 
Current Pay 5,092 4,755
Current Non-Pay 49 49
Capital  500 500

Total 5,641 5,304
PROGRAMME B - INNOVATION
PATENTS OFFICE
This subhead provides for the administrative 
costs of the Patents Office
Current Pay 1,840 2,070
Current Non-Pay 515 764

Total 2,355 2,834
SCIENCE and TECHNOLOGY DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAMME
Subhead B4 covers the cost of Science and 
Technology programmes operated by Science 
Foundation Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and 
the Tyndall Institute. It also covers the cost 
of a number of smaller S and T programmes 
including the Discover Science and Engineering 
Programme and funding to the lrish Universities 
Association.
Current Pay 7,581 7,701
Current Non-Pay 6,462 6,362
Capital 265,200 258,040

Total 279,243 272,103
PROGRAMME C - REGULATION
WORKPLACE RELATIONS PROGRAMME
This subhead provides for the administrative 
costs of the Workplace Relations Programme 
which includes the Labour Relations Commis-
sion, the Labour Court, the National Employ-
ment Rights Authority, the Employment Appeals 
Tribunal, the Workplace Relations Project Office 
and the Equality Tribunal (included in 2012 
Estimate for comparison with Outturn and 2013 
REV).
Current Pay 15,240 16,362
Current Non-Pay 2,919 3,301
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Description 2013 2014
Total 18,159 19,663

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF CORPO-
RATE ENFORCEMENT  
The purpose of this Subhead is to provide for the 
administration costs of the Office of the Director 
of Corporate Enforcement.  
Current Pay 2,394 2,465
Current Non-Pay 729 2,207

Total 3,123 4,672
THE COMPETITION AUTHORITY
The purpose of the subhead is to provide the 
Competition Authority with the necessary 
resources to carry out its statutory functions of 
enforcing competition law, promoting compli-
ance with competition law, advocating legisla-
tive change to promote competition and deciding 
on mergers notified to it. 
Current Pay 3,788 4,040
Current Non-Pay 690 915

Total 4,478 4,955
NATIONAL CONSUMER AGENCY – GRANT 
FOR ADMINISTRATION AND GENERAL 
EXPENSES
This subhead provides (i) a grant for the 
administration and general expenses of the 
National Consumer Agency and (ii) a grant for 
its financial information and education functions.  
Under the Central Bank Reform Act 2010, the 
consumer information and education functions 
carried out by the Financial Regulator were for-
mally transferred to the Agency with effect from 
1 January 2011.  The Agency’s financial services 
function is funded by a levy on regulated finan-
cial service entities which is refunded to the 
Exchequer when it is collected. 
Current Pay 2,719 3,625
Current Non-Pay 2,782 3,707

Total 5,501 7,332
COMPANIES REGISTRATION OFFICE 
AND REGISTRY OF FRIENDLY SOCIET-
IES – GRANT FOR ADMINISTRATION AND 
GENERAL EXPENSES
The purpose of the Subhead is to cover the run-
ning costs of the Companies Registration Office 
and the Registry of Friendly Societies.
Current Pay 4,490 4,585
Current Non-Pay 2,205 2,480

Total 6,695 7,065
IRISH AUDITING AND ACCOUNTING SU-
PERVISORY AUTHORITY (GRANT-IN-AID)
The purpose of the Subhead is to part-fund the 
activities of the Irish Auditing and Accounting 
Supervisory Authority (IAASA), established 
under the Companies (Auditing and Accounting) 
Act, 2003. 
Current Pay 1,445 1,562

Total 1,445 1,562
PERSONAL INJURIES ASSESSMENT 
BOARD
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Description 2013 2014
The purpose of this subhead is to make provi-
sion for pension payments made by the Personal 
Injuries Assessment Board to retired staff.
Current Pay 55 153

Total 55 153

I should point out that InterTrade Ireland is not a State Agency.  Rather it is an Implemen-
tation Body established as a result of the Good Friday Agreement and the relevant enabling 
legislation is the British Irish Agreement Act 1999.  The Body is based in Newry, Co. Down, is 
co-funded  by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment in Northern Ireland and  the 
North South Ministerial Council has a prescribed key role in its oversight.

I might also mention that there is a substantial programme of reform underway within my 
Department, which will see the total number of agencies or bodies under my responsibility 
reduced by 41 by the end of 2014. This will occur following the transfer of functions of the 35 
City and County Enterprise Boards to Enterprise Ireland, to be delivered on their behalf by the 
Local Authorities which fall within the remit of the Minister for the Environment, together with 
the other bodies under the remit of my Department which are scheduled to be merged, reformed 
or abolished as set out under the Government’s Agency Rationalisation Programme.

Plans are at an advanced stage to:

- Merge the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority into one single en-
tity.  The new Competition and Consumer Protection Commission is due to be established on 
31 October 2014.

- The transfer of enterprise functions from Shannon Development to IDA, EI and tourism 
functions to Bord Fáilte took place during the last quarter of 2013.  The legislation to merge 
Shannon Development and Shannon Airport into a new commercial state company, State Air-
ports (Shannon Group) Bill 2014, is currently at the Report and Final Stages.

In addition, I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the fact that, following enactment of the 
Microenterprise Loan Fund Act 2012, Microfinance Ireland was established as a private limited 
company in August 2012, as a subsidiary of the Social Finance Foundation and has charitable 
status.

Microfinance Ireland has been funded by the Government to provide loans to newly estab-
lished and growing microenterprises across all industry sectors that do not meet the conven-
tional risk criteria applied by banks.

The Deputy may be aware that the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs), which were estab-
lished, last April on foot of the dissolution of the City and County Enterprise Boards (CEBs), 
operate as Units within the Local Authorities rather than as Agencies or Offices of my Depart-
ment. Under the CEB Dissolution Act 2014, I retain responsibility for policy determination and 
budgets, which is managed by way of a Service Level Agreement between Enterprise Ireland 
and the Local Authorities.

With effect from 1 August 2014, Forfás was integrated into my Department and the Irish 
National Accreditation Board was transferred from Forfás to the Health and Safety Authority, 
pursuant to the Industrial Development (Forfás Dissolution) Act, 2014.

A Reform Programme also underway will deliver a two tier Workplace Relations structure 
by merging the activities of the National Employment Rights Authority, the Labour Relations 
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Commission, the Equality Tribunal and the first instance functions of the Employment Appeals 
Tribunal and the Labour Court into a new Body of First Instance, to be known as the Workplace 
Relations Commission.  The appellate functions of the Employment Appeals Tribunal will be 
incorporated into an expanded Labour Court.

30/09/2014WRK02250Harbours and Piers Development

30/09/2014WRK02300232. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to the destruction of the pier at East End village, Inishbofin, 
County Galway, the focal point of an area of outstanding natural beauty on the Wild Atlantic 
Way; and if proposals have been brought to his attention for the replacement of the pier, the 
essential infrastructure around which the whole East End village has grown up since the pier’s 
construction in the 1870s and an attraction to the tens of thousands of visitors attracted to In-
ishbofin each year. [36988/14]

30/09/2014WRK02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is responsible for the six Fishery Harbour Centres located at Howth, Dunmore East, Cas-
tletownbere, Dingle, Rossaveel and Killybegs. The Fishery Harbour Centres provide essential 
services and facilities to the fishing industry around the coastline of Ireland.  My Department 
also has responsibility for North Harbour at Cape Clear Island and for maintaining a range of 
Piers, Lights and Beacons around the coast in accordance with the 1902 ex-congested Districts 
Board Piers, Lights and Beacons Act.  My Department however provides funding for the de-
velopment and repair of Local Authority owned harbours, piers and slipways under the annual 
Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme subject to the availability 
of exchequer funding.

On 20 March this year, as part of the Governments co-ordinated response to the damage 
caused by the winter storms, I announced €8.5m in funding for a once off programme to repair 
115 publically owned piers, harbours and slipways damaged by these storms. 

As part of this Storm Damage Programme €2m in funding was approved for Galway County 
Council for the repair of 15 piers and harbours in County Galway damaged during the storms 
earlier this year. No application to repair the pier at the East End of Inishbofin was received 
under this programme.

In addition to the above on 1 May 2014 my Department invited all coastal Local Authorities 
to submit, in order of priority, a list of projects for consideration for funding under the 2014 
Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme. The funding approved 
for Galway County Council under this programme amounted to €225,000 which is 75% of the 
combined project costs. No application in respect of the pier at the East End of Inishbofin was 
received under this programme.   

In accordance with my responsibilities under the 1902 ex-congested Districts Board piers, 
lights and Beacons act, I made €40,000 available this year to replace Gun Rock light at the 
entrance to Inishbofin Harbour, which was washed away during the inclement weather.  I am 
happy to inform the Deputy that this work has been completed.   

Any application submitted by Galway County Council in respect of Inishbofin under the 
Capital Programme in future years will be given consideration in the context of available Ex-
chequer funding and overall national priorities.
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30/09/2014WRK02450Special Areas of Conservation Designation

30/09/2014WRK02500233. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the appropriate assessment for Rutland natura site, County Donegal, will be completed 
and the conservation objectives set in order to allow aquaculture licence applications to pro-
ceed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36561/14]

30/09/2014WRK02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Rutland Is-
land and Sound is designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the EU Habitats 
Directive.  The European Court of Justice declared in case C418/04 that, by failing to take all 
the measures necessary to comply with Article 6(3) of Directive 92/43 (Habitats Directive) in 
respect of authorisation of aquaculture programmes, Ireland had failed to fulfil its obligations 
under that Directive. 

In the negotiations to address the judgment a process was agreed with the European Com-
mission which would lead to full compliance by Ireland with the relevant EU Directives.  This 
process includes the following steps:

- a detailed data collection in 91 Bays/Estuaries

- detailed analysis of raw data collected

- setting of Conservation Objectives by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) in 
respect of each site   

- carrying out Appropriate Assessments of each licence application/fishery plan against the 
detailed Conservation Objectives set, and

- determination of Licences/Fisheries on the basis of the Appropriate Assessment and other 
relevant factors.

My Department has been working closely with the Marine Institute, Bord Iascaigh Mhara 
(BIM) and NPWS to achieve full compliance through a multi-annual work programme.   

Conservation Objectives have been set for Rutland Island and Sound SAC.  The next step 
in the process is the carrying out of an Appropriate Assessment by the Marine Institute.  This is 
being progressed taking account of the need to facilitate the use of scientific and other resources 
on a flexible basis across the full range of bays.   

The average timeframe for processing each particular application varies depending on loca-
tion, species, scale and intensity of production, statutory status of sites, potential visual impact 
etc.  Other factors include consideration of any submissions or observations raised during the 
public consultation period.   

My Department continues to make every effort to expedite the determination of all aquacul-
ture applications having regard to the complexities of each case and the need to comply fully 
with all national and EU legislation.

30/09/2014WRK02650Fishery Harbour Pollution Issues

30/09/2014WRK02700234. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
persons responsible for the monitoring and clean-up of pollution incidents in fishery harbour 
centres; the level of incidence that requires a clean-up in the event of a fish kill or wash-up; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [36563/14]

30/09/2014WRK02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Pursuant to 
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the Fishery Harbour Centres Act 1968 (as amended), the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine owns and directly manages six Fishery Harbour Centres located at Howth, Dunmore 
East, Castletownbere, Ros an Mhíl, Killybegs and Dingle/An Daingean.  The Harbour Master 
at each harbour is responsible for the day to day operations of the harbour to which he has been 
appointed and his functions include ensuring compliance with application of all rules and regu-
lations applicable to the Fishery Harbour Centres generally. 

All pollution incidents, including fish spills or wash ups are a matter of concern to my De-
partment. In the event of a pollution incident at a Fishery Harbour Centre, the matter is brought 
to the attention of my Department by the relevant Harbour Master, and an investigation and 
appropriate remedial action is undertaken.  The level and nature of response is governed by 
the type and scale of the pollution in question, and can involve a co-ordinated multi agency 
approach.

30/09/2014WRK02850Aquaculture Licences

30/09/2014WRK02900235. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
level of environmental monitoring on an ongoing basis that takes place in bays that have fin fish 
aquaculture licences; by whom is it carried out; if the results are published; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36564/14]

30/09/2014WRK03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Marine 
Institute carries out environmental monitoring on behalf of my Department in respect of finfish 
aquaculture licences.  This monitoring is very extensive and includes the following:

- Benthic Monitoring: All holders of finfish aquaculture licences at marine sites are required 
to carry out an annual environmental survey for each finfish culture site so that an assessment 
can be made of any impact of the farming operations on the seabed.  Details of the monitoring 
required are set out in my Department’s Monitoring Protocol No. 1 for Offshore Fishfarms – 
Benthic Monitoring which is published on my Department’s website.   

- Sea Lice Monitoring: The Marine Institute carries out regular inspection s of sea lice levels 
on all fish farms in Ireland in accordance with my Department’s sea lice Monitoring Protocol 
(2000) and Strategy (2008).  All stocks of fish are inspected by Marine Institute Inspectors on 
14 occasions throughout the year. Results from the programme are reported each month to 
stakeholders and all the data are published on an annual basis.  This monitoring programme has 
been in operation since 1991 and is widely regarded as international best practice.   

In addition the following monitoring carried out by the Marine Institute is of indirect impor-
tance to the environment:   

 - Fish Health Monitoring:  All marine finfish farms in the country are inspected annually 
for compliance with fish health regulations under the provisions of Council Directive 2006/88/
EC, as transposed into Irish Law by S.I. No 261 of 2008.  The inspections are carried out by 
Veterinary Inspectors from my Department, who work under a Service Level Agreement with 
the Marine Institute. Results are compiled by the Marine Institute.

 - Water Framework Directive Monitoring:  Although not specifically focused on bays that 
have finfish aquaculture activity, as part of the national effort to meet the requirements of the 
EU Water Framework Directive, which seeks to protect, enhance and restore the status of water 
bodies, the Marine Institute carries out elements of the monitoring programme in transitional 
and coastal waters on behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  A number of the 
bays included in the monitoring programme have licensed finfish aquaculture activity.

- Residues Monitoring: The Marine Institute carries out monitoring of chemical residues in 
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farmed finfish on behalf of my Department, as part of the National Residue Control Programme 
(NRCP) which is co-ordinated by the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) in accordance 
with Council Directive 96/23/EC.  The objectives of the Aquaculture National Residue Control 
Plan are to ensure farmed fish are fit for human consumption; to provide a body of data showing 
that Irish farmed fish is of high quality; and to promote good practices in aquaculture.

30/09/2014WRK03050Animal Welfare

30/09/2014WRK03100236. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to recent graphic footage which has appeared online and in a news-
paper (details supplied) apparently showing the torture of a fox at the hands of hunters’ dogs in 
County Waterford; his plans to follow the United Kingdom decision to outlaw the hunting of 
foxes with dogs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36579/14]

30/09/2014WRK03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Incidents of 
animal cruelty are unacceptable and my Department devotes considerable resources to protect-
ing animal welfare and dealing with breaches of animal welfare legislation.  Sections 11 and 12 
of the Animal Health and Welfare Act, which I introduced last year, contain basic rules relating 
to the welfare of animals, namely, that a person having an animal in his or her possession or 
control must safeguard and not threaten the health and welfare of the animal.  In addition, a 
person cannot cause unnecessary suffering or endanger the health and welfare of any animal or 
neglect or be reckless regarding the health or welfare of any animal.  The Act also provides for 
increased levels of penalties.  For major cases taken on indictment, the maximum penalty has 
been raised from €100,000 to €250,000 with a maximum custodial sentence of five years im-
prisonment.  My Department has brought the matter to which the Deputy refers to the attention 
of An Garda Síochána in Waterford.

30/09/2014WRK03250Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

30/09/2014WRK03300237. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding disadvantaged areas scheme payments in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Limerick; if all the documentation for same has been received; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [36582/14]

30/09/2014WRK03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The docu-
mentation referred to has been received by my Department; however, as the person named also 
appears to be in a contract rearing arrangement with a second farmer, an official of my Depart-
ment contacted the person named, requesting that further necessary documentation, relating 
to the second contract rearing arrangement, be provided to my Department.  Immediately on 
receipt of the necessary documentation, the file of the person named will be further processed, 
with a view to payment issuing at an early date thereafter, provided the requirements of the 
Scheme have been satisfied.

30/09/2014WRK03450Land Parcel Identification System

30/09/2014WRK03500238. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on a land parcel identification system appeal submitted by a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; if so, the outcome of this appeal; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36584/14]
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30/09/2014WRK03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
the land parcels declared by the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed 
that a number contained ineligible features. Following an appeal from the person named, a visit 
by a Department official to verify the position was necessary to progress the matter.  The person 
named was notified of the outcome of the inspection in a letter dated 25 May 2014 and advised 
of the right of appeal to the independently-chaired LPIS Appeals Committee.  An appeal to the 
LPIS Appeal Committee has been received and is currently with the LPIS Appeal Committee.

30/09/2014WRL00150Aquaculture Licence Applications

30/09/2014WRL00200239. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding salmon farms; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36589/14]

30/09/2014WRL00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The review 
referred to by the Deputy has been referred by my Department to the Marine Institute for as-
sessment.  All applications for Marine finfish licences are considered by my Department under 
the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable 
EU legislation.   

The assessment process is rigorous and includes a period of statutory and public consulta-
tion. It also reflects the full engineering, scientific, environmental, legal and public policy as-
pects of each application. 

In Ireland the control protocols in respect of sea lice are operated by the Marine Institute 
on behalf of the State and are more advanced than those operated in other jurisdictions for the 
following reasons:

- the inspection regime is totally independent of the industry

- data obtained as a result of inspections is published

- treatment trigger levels are set at a low level   

  These controls, which are evidence based, are widely accepted as representing best prac-
tice internationally.   

The application by Bord Iascaigh Mhara for an aquaculture licence for the cultivation of 
finfish in Galway Bay is currently under consideration by my Department in accordance with 
the applicable legislation.   

There is always a strict separation between my Ministerial role as decision maker in respect 
of aquaculture licence applications and my Ministerial duty to promote the sustainable develop-
ment of the industry. This separation of duties is strictly observed.   

As the application is under active consideration as part of the statutory process it would not 
be appropriate for me to comment further at this time. 

30/09/2014WRL00350Beef Genomics Scheme

30/09/2014WRL00400240. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on an application for the beef genomics scheme in respect of a person 
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(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36629/14]

30/09/2014WRL00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named has registered for participation under the Beef Genomics Scheme and his application 
has been fully integrated on the Department ’ s systems. The selected animals have been tested 
under the Scheme and the samples returned by the herd owner as appropriate. Payments under 
this Scheme will commence later this year.

30/09/2014WRL00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRL00600241. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a disadvantaged area scheme 2014 payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; the reasons for the delay in payment; if they should lodge a 2014 application; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [36651/14]

30/09/2014WRL00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There was 
no delay in the payment issuing to the person named. Nationally, payments under the 2014 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme began issuing, on target, on 24 September; payment issued to the 
nominated bank account of the person named on 24 September.

30/09/2014WRL00750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRL00800242. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a disadvantaged areas scheme 2014 payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; the reasons for the delay in payment; if he or she should lodge a 2014 application; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36652/14]

30/09/2014WRL00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There was 
no delay in the payment issuing to the person named. Nationally, payments under the 2014 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme began issuing, on target, on 24 September; payment issued to the 
nominated bank account of the person named on 24 September.

30/09/2014WRL00950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Appeals

30/09/2014WRL01000243. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
appeal has been lodged for the 2012 agri-environment options scheme 3 in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Tipperary; the reasons for the delay in payment; if they should 
lodge a 2014 application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36653/14]

30/09/2014WRL01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 4 December 2012.  The process of ranking and selecting all AEOS applicants 
was clearly set out in the scheme documentation.   Acceptance into the scheme was established 
using pre-determined selection criteria, which included farm-size and which prioritised smaller 
holdings. Unfortunately, the person named was not successful because his farm-size was outside 
the range selected and on 27 May 2013, a letter issued to him informing him of the outcome and 
setting out the reasons. The person was also informed of his right of appeal to AEOS Section. 

An appeal was received from the person named and following review the original decision 
was upheld. The applicant has been informed of his right to appeal this further to the Agricul-
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ture Appeals Office but to date there is no record of any such appeal having been made. 

The scheme is now closed to applications.

30/09/2014WRM00200Agriculture Schemes Appeals

30/09/2014WRM00300244. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision will be made on an appeal lodged with the agriculture appeals office by a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Wicklow; the reason for the delay in the consideration of this appeal; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36660/14]

30/09/2014WRM00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The delay 
in this case relates to a dual claim on a parcel of land bordering a commonage. An appeal was 
received from the person named regarding a reduction in the eligible payment area. The file has 
recently been returned to the Agriculture Appeals Office and that office is  in the process of ar-
ranging an oral hearing.

30/09/2014WRM00500Fishery Harbour Centres

30/09/2014WRM00600245. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if he will provide the following information in tabular form: grant assistance from his 
Department for investment in piers and harbours in County Donegal for the years 2006 to 2013, 
inclusive, and to date in 2014. [36677/14]

30/09/2014WRM00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Fishery 
Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Capital Development Programme which my Department 
administers on an annual basis provides funding for capital works at the six State-owned Fish-
ery Harbour Centres including Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre. In addition, the programme 
also provides funding, where Exchequer funds allow, for the development and repair of Local 
Authority owned piers, harbours and slipways.  The following table details the expenditure at 
Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre and Donegal Navigational Lights and funding allocated to 
Donegal County Council under the Department’s capital programme from 2006 onwards.   

Year Killybegs FHC and Navigational 
Lights 

Local Authority Programme Donegal Co. 
Co. 

2006 €2,367,570 €942,928 
2007 €490,566 €1,322,268 
2008 €414,868 €4,767,557 
2009 €430,916 €1,202,781 
2010 €562,782 €64,053 
2011 €994,895 €403,743 
2012 €542,313 €243,383 
2013 €803,740 €203,626 

For 2014 a total of €939,000 has been approved for projects at Killybegs Fishery Harbour 
Centre under the Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme.  In ad-
dition a total of €1,267,750 has been approved for Local Authority owned Harbours, Piers and 
Slipways in Co. Donegal, which includes funding for Storm Damage projects.
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30/09/2014WRM00800Fishery Harbour Centres

30/09/2014WRM00900246. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine his plans to allocate funding to enable the completion of the breakwater at Greencastle 
Harbour, County Donegal. [36678/14]

30/09/2014WRM01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Greencastle 
harbour is in the ownership of Donegal County Council and responsibility for its development, 
repair and maintenance rests with the Local Authority in the first instance.  My Department, 
however provides funding for the development and repair of Local Authority owned piers, har-
bours and slipways under the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development 
Programme subject to available Exchequer funding and overall national priorities.

 On 1 May 2014 all coastal Local Authorities were requested to submit applications for 
funding under the 2014 Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme.   

My Department received an application from Donegal County Council for a total of 18 proj-
ects, one of which involved the deployment of 90m of pontoons and 60m of floating breakwater 
at Greencastle.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that this project was approved funding under my Depart-
ment’s Programme. Funding in the amount of €137,500 or 75% of the cost of the project has 
been approved.

Any future application submitted by Donegal County Council in respect of Greencastle 
under the Capital Programme in future years will be given consideration in the context of avail-
able Exchequer funding and overall national priorities.

30/09/2014WRM01100Departmental Investigations

30/09/2014WRM01200247. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
level of costs and expenditure associated with investigations carried out by his Department’s 
special investigations unit for each year since 2004; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [36727/14]

30/09/2014WRM01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion requested for the years concerned is being collated and will be forwarded directly to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

30/09/2014WRM01400GLAS Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRM01500248. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for variance between the rates of payment per hectare under GLAS to farmers of com-
monage land and land in the ownership of a person; if he considers this variance equitable; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36817/14]

30/09/2014WRM01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I presume the 
Deputy is referring to the different rates applying to privately-owned Natura and Commonage.  
The costings for all GLAS actions are based on income forgone, the cost of compliance and 
transaction costs.  The reason a higher rate of payment per hectare for commonage land has been 
proposed is to cover the additional costs associated with the preparation and implementation of 
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a Single Commonage Management Plan.  This plan has to be drawn up for the entire common-
age, by a single agricultural advisor, and it requires the shareholders grazing the commonage 
to work together to deliver its objectives over a five year period.  The extra effort involved, and 
additional overhead in terms of planning, is reflected in the proposed commonage payment rate.  
The payment rates for all GLAS actions have been independently verified by Teagasc.

30/09/2014WRM01700Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRM01800249. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers in counties Mayo and Roscommon who have received letters regarding 
overpayment of disadvantaged areas scheme; the reason for the delay in issuing these letters 
in the context of DAS being paid in October 2013; the total amount of money outstanding in 
counties Mayo and Roscommon; the arrangements that have been made for farmers with large 
repayment demands to spread the cost over time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36846/14]

30/09/2014WRM01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As it is not 
possible to compile the full information requested in the available timescale, I am arranging for 
it to be provided directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

30/09/2014WRM02000Departmental Investigations

30/09/2014WRM02100250. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine with 
regard to recent court cases, civil and criminal, where the operation and conduct of the special 
investigation unit has been subject to critical analysis and adverse comment and where his De-
partment has had to settle a court case (details supplied), the steps he will take to investigate 
SIU with a view to making appropriate recommendations as to the future conduct of investiga-
tions; if he will release all reports carried out to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36854/14]

30/09/2014WRM02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The media 
coverage of the legal settlement with Mr Fleury to-date has contained significant inaccuracies 
in relation to the nature of the settlement, which included a confidentiality clause binding both 
parties not to divulge the details of the settlement.  While respecting the confidentiality clause, I 
want to stress that it did not provide for any compensation whatsoever to be paid to Mr Fleury. 
Furthermore, I can confirm that the Department’s costs in the Fleury case will be a small frac-
tion of the exaggerated figure mentioned in the press coverage.  I want to emphasise also that 
the investigation into the Fleury case by the Department had no bearing on the actual settle-
ment of the case. The settlement was agreed only following an approach by Mr Fleury’s legal 
team seeking a comprehensive settlement to the outstanding legal issues between him and the 
Department. 

  It is also relevant to note that the Department secured a conviction in 2001 against GVM 
Exports Ltd, in which Mr Fleury held 50% ownership and was a Director, in respect of offences 
detected in the course of this investigation. 

 The substance of the Fleury case relates to events in 1999 at a time when Bovine Brucel-
losis was causing great hardship to the farming community and imposing significant costs on 
the Exchequer.  It resulted from an investigation by the Department into the illegal movement 
of cattle in breach of the TB and Brucellosis eradication schemes.  Following the investigation, 
normal legal procedures were followed involving the Office of the Chief State Solicitor and the 
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Courts Service and resulted in Mr Fleury and GVM Exports Ltd being charged with offences 
relating to the illegal movement of cattle (i.e. without a pre-movement Brucellosis test) and 
other offences relating to animal identification. 

The prosecution of the case was delayed for a considerable period of time over the years, 
largely due to challenges to the prosecutions initiated by Mr Fleury, some of which were the 
subject of Supreme Court rulings, the most recent in December 2013.  While the Court ruled 
in substance against all of his challenges, Mr Fleury had recently mounted further legal chal-
lenges to the re-activation of the prosecution and it was in this context that Mr Fleury’s legal 
team sought a settlement. 

  With regard to the other case referred to by the Deputy, the Fannin case arose from an in-
vestigation that took place in 2009 and came before the Courts in 2013. The charges related to 
the alleged interference with the TB test. The investigation in this case was a joint investigation 
between my Department and the Gardai. Following the investigation, a file was submitted to 
the DPP who directed that certain charges be pursued. This case was heard before the Circuit 
Court.  On the eighth day of the trial, the presiding Judge terminated the trial, and directed that 
Mr Fannin be acquitted, criticising the prosecution and the Department in particular.  The key 
factor in concluding the trial appears to relate to confusion concerning the presentation of cer-
tain evidence, whether or not a brucellosis test had been carried out at the time of the TB test 
in March 2009 , and the significance of this.  However, this matter was not part of the Book of 
Evidence or the submitted prosecution case. 

I initiated an internal review into how this particular case was handled within my Depart-
ment.  The position is that the report finds no evidence that Department staff sought in any way 
to mislead the court - a most serious inference carried in some commentary on the subject. A 
number of recommendations were made with regard to staff training, file preparation and to re-
view current procedures of making available biological sample evidence to the defence. These 
recommendations are being examined currently.

With regard to inspections by officials of the Department, it should be noted that the Depart-
ment deploys its general control and inspectorate staff to ensure food safety, animal health and 
welfare and to safeguard expenditure of public funds. These controls underpin and safeguard 
public confidence in Agri-food production and processing in Ireland and contribute to a very 
significant export market. 

In some cases, the outcome of inspections leads to further investigation which may then 
cause charges to be brought before the Courts. The procedures adopted by the Department staff 
in the context of investigations which lead to charges comply with the standard requirements in 
regard to the taking and presentation of evidence and the rights of the person or persons being 
investigated.  They follow the same protocols as are used for criminal investigations carried out 
by the Gardai. 

Separate and distinct from these cases, I recently reviewed the structure and governance 
around the conduct of all investigations by my Department, both internal and external.  As a 
result of this review, I decided on the establishment of a new Investigations Division on 8th July 
2014.  This decision recognises the need for the Department to have in place a strong, cohesive, 
consolidated and effective investigation capability to ensure and protect the reputation of the 
expanding Agri-food industry and indeed public funds. It brings all investigation capability 
into one Division.  The Division is headed by a Senior Superintending Veterinary Officer, sup-
ported by a team of investigators, some of whom are core members of the team and others to 
be drawn from areas where their expertise will be beneficial to the conduct of particular types 
of investigations. Such investigations will be conducted where, for example, there is evidence 
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of suspected fraud, whether internal or external, or serious breaches of food safety or animal 
health and welfare laws and which are of such scale or complexity that requires the type of in-
vestigative capacity that would not be available in the course of normal inspection work. 

The new Investigations Division reports to an Investigations Steering Group chaired by the 
Assistant Secretary General responsible for Corporate Affairs and will comprise the Chief Vet-
erinary Officer, the Assistant Secretary General with responsibility for direct payments, and the 
Heads of Legal Services, Internal Audit and HR. This group will, in all new cases, determine 
whether matters should be referred back to line Divisions for follow through, whether an inves-
tigation is warranted and if so, whether this should be conducted by the Investigations Division 
or referred to the Garda Síochána. Where investigations are being conducted internally, the 
Steering Group will oversee the conduct of investigations and, in conjunction with the Head 
of the Division, determine whether submission of cases for prosecution is warranted. This new 
Investigations Division includes the functions previously undertaken by the Special Investiga-
tions Unit.

In conclusion, my Department seeks to promote the highest levels of legal compliance to 
protect the health of consumers and to promote and sustain a vibrant Agri-food industry in Ire-
land.  This is vital to Ireland’s reputation internationally as a producer of world class products. 
It is also vital to support and protect an industry that employs over 170,000 people and which 
exported €10 billion worth of food and drinks products last year. In this regard, I acknowledge 
the dedication and commitment of the staff of my Department who carry out investigations 
in sometimes very challenging circumstances. These new arrangements provide for expanded 
and coordinated investigative capability for the Department whilst also providing for enhanced 
governance arrangements in respect of investigations carried out. 

30/09/2014WRM02300Agrifood Sector

30/09/2014WRM02400251. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the total 
value of Ireland’s agricultural imports and exports with Canada in the years 2011, 2012 and 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36882/14]

30/09/2014WRM02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The table 
below shows the value of Ireland’s Agri-Food trade with Canada for the three years in question.

Irish Agri-Food Trade with Canada

Irish Exports to Canada 2011 2012 2013
€ Millions 84 92 79

Irish Agri-Food Trade with Canada

Irish Imports from Canada 2011 2012 2013
€ Millions 57 43 61

30/09/2014WRM02600Agrifood Sector

30/09/2014WRM02700252. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the total 
value of Ireland’s agricultural imports and exports with South Africa in the years 2011, 2012 
and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36883/14]

30/09/2014WRM02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The follow-
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ing table shows the value of Ireland’s Agri-Food trade with South Africa for the three years in 
question.

Irish Agri-Food Trade with South Africa

Irish Exports to South Africa 2011 2012 2013
€ Millions 57 62 50

Irish Agri-Food Trade with South Africa 

Irish Imports from South Africa 2011 2012 2013
€ Millions 38 39 40

 

30/09/2014WRM02900Single Payment Scheme Appeals

30/09/2014WRM03000253. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when an agricultural appeal in relation to a person (details supplied) in County Galway will 
be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36906/14]

30/09/2014WRM03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
the land parcels declared by the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed 
that several of the land parcels declared by the person named contained ineligible features. 
While this had an impact on payment under the Single Payment Scheme, as the person named 
was found to have more land after inspection than the maximum payable area under the Dis-
advantaged Area Scheme, this payment was not affected. Similarly, this review did not have a 
bearing on the Grassland Sheep Scheme payment for the person named.  As the person named 
submitted an application for a review of my Department’s decision, a visit by a Department 
official to verify the position was necessary to progress the matter.  This verification visit was 
conducted and the file was processed.  The applicant was informed of the outcome of this in-
spection in a letter dated 26 July 2014 and informed of her right to submit an appeal to the LPIS 
Appeals Committee.

The person named has recently availed of her right of appeal and the LPIS Appeals Com-
mittee are currently considering same.

30/09/2014WRM03200Grassland Sheep Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRM03300254. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their 2014 sheep 
grassland scheme grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36911/14]

30/09/2014WRM03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
governing EU Regulations, payments under the 2014 Grassland Sheep Scheme cannot issue to 
eligible applicants until after 1 December 2014. 

30/09/2014WRM03500Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRM03600255. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Longford will receive their overdue payments for one ani-
mal in 2012 and 12 animals in 2010; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [37006/14]

30/09/2014WRM03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 19 animals under the 2010 Suckler Welfare Scheme.  Payment has issued 
for 9 animals. There was one set of twins registered, and as payment is due only on one of 
the twins, the second twin will not be paid on. Payment on the remaining 9 animals will issue 
shortly.  The person named also registered 10 animals under the 2012 Suckler Welfare Scheme. 
Payment has issued on 9 animals and payment for the remaining animal will also issue shortly.

30/09/2014WRM03800Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

30/09/2014WRM03900256. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Sligo, will receive their 2013 sheep grassland scheme 
payment and 2013 disadvantaged areas payment; the reason for the delay in processing of these 
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37035/14]

30/09/2014WRM04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas/Grassland Sheep scheme was received from the legal 
representatives of the estate of the late Joseph Kenny on 15 May 2013. Payment in respect of 
both the Disadvantaged Areas and Grassland Sheep Schemes cannot issue to the estate of Mr 
Kenny until such time as either a Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration are submitted 
to my Department.

30/09/2014WRM04100Single Payment Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRM04200257. Deputy Dinny McGinley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a decision has been made regarding a review of single farm payment for 2013 in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37159/14]

30/09/2014WRM04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a 2013 Single Farm Payment scheme application on 8 May 2013.  In order to 
comply with EU requirements, the 2013 Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme 
application of the person named was selected for a cross compliance animal identification and 
registration inspection and a ground eligibility inspection.

The cross compliance inspection identified breaches in relation to sheep identification and 
registration requirements. This resulted in a 3% penalty being applied against the 2013 pay-
ments. The person named was notified of this decision on 17 October 2013.   

The ground eligibility inspection identified discrepancies between the area declared and 
the area found resulting in an over-declaration in area of greater than 20%.  This resulted in no 
payment in respect of the 2013 Single Payment Scheme.  The person named was notified of this 
decision on 3 January 2014. 

The person named has appealed these decisions and this request is currently being exam-
ined.  The person named will be notified of the outcome of this review shortly.  In the event that 
the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of this review, the decision can be appealed 
to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months.
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30/09/2014WRM04400Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

30/09/2014WRM04500258. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason for refusal of entry into agri-environment options scheme 3 in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37181/14]

30/09/2014WRM04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 7 December 2012.  The process of ranking and selecting all AEOS applicants 
was clearly set out in the scheme documentation. Acceptance into the scheme was established 
using pre-determined selection criteria, which included farm-size and which prioritised smaller 
holdings. 

Unfortunately, the person named was not successful because his farm-size was outside the 
range selected and on 27 May 2013 a letter issued to him informing him of the outcome and 
setting out the reasons.  The person was also informed of his right of appeal to AEOS Section. 

An appeal was received from the person named and following review the original decision 
was upheld.  He was then informed of the right to appeal this decision to the Agriculture Ap-
peals Office, which he did.  The Agriculture Appeals Office also upheld the original decision.

30/09/2014WRM04700Single Payment Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRM04800259. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the po-
sition regarding a 2013 single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; when payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37184/14]

30/09/2014WRM04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Farm Payment scheme was received from the person named on 25 
April 2013, and following processing of this application, full payment in respect of the entitle-
ments held issued to the person named on 12 November and 2 December 2013.

30/09/2014WRM05000Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRM05100260. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
provide in tabular form all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups 
under his Department’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at 
same; the budget of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of 
the agencies or organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive 
their powers. [37198/14]

30/09/2014WRM05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy can be found in the following table.  
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Name of 
State Agency/
Body/Organi-
sation/ Work-
ing Group 

Core Duties Functions of 
same 

Number of 
staff 

Budget for 
2013 

Budget for 
2014 

Date of estab-
lishment 

Legislative 
Basis 

Aquaculture 
Licensing Ap-
peals Board 

Appeals body 
for aquacul-
ture licensing 
decisions of 
Minister 

Determination 
of appeals 
against aqua-
culture licens-
ing decisions 
of Minister 

1 (seconded 
from the 
Department 
of Agriculture 
Food and the 
Marine 

€0.2m €0.25m 16/06/1998 Fisheries 
(Amendment) 
Act, 1997 

An Bord Bia Role: to pro-
mote, assist 
and develop 
the marketing 
of the Irish 
food, drink 
and horticul-
ture sectors 

Mission: to 
grow the 
success of a 
world class 
Irish food and 
horticulture 
industry by 
providing stra-
tegic market 
development, 
promotion and 
information 
services. 

89.6 WTE GIA € 
28.561m 

GIA : 
€28.690m 

1994 - see 
Bord Bia Act 

An Bord Bia 
Act 1994 (as 
amended) 

Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara 

Sustainable 
development 
of seafood 
industry 

All functions 
conferred un-
der section 15 
of establishing 
Act 

115.1 €16.4m €18.5m 24/04/1952 Sea Fisheries 
Act 1952 

Bord na gCon To control 
greyhound 
racing and to 
improve and 
develop the 
greyhound 
industry. 

  176 (31 De-
cember 2013) 

€11,004,000 
(Amount 
provided 
by DAFM 
to Bord na 
gCon from 
the Horse and 
Greyhound 
Racing Fund 
in 2013) 

€10,844,000 
(Amount 
provided 
by DAFM 
to Bord na 
gCon from 
the Horse and 
Greyhound 
Racing Fund 
in 2014) 

1958 Greyhound 
Industry 
Act 1958, 
Greyhound 
Industry 
(Amendment) 
Act 1993, 
Horse and 
Greyhound 
Racing (Bet-
ting Charges 
and Levies) 
Act 1999, 
Welfare of 
Greyhounds 
Act 2011. 

Name of State 
Agency/Body/
Organisation/ 
Working Group 

Core Duties Functions of same Number of staff Budget for 2013 Budget for 2014 Date of establish-
ment 

Legislative Basis 

Coillte Commercial 
Company operat-
ing in forestry, land 
based businesses, 
renewable energy 
and wood panel 
products 

Responsible for 
the management 
of some 442,000 
hectares of State 
forestry 

913 (in 2013 per 
Coillte Annual 
Report 2013) 

Commercial state 
body - does not 
receive Exchequer 
Grant-in-Aid 

Commercial state 
body - does not 
receive Exchequer 
Grant-in-Aid 

1989 Forestry Act 1988 
as amended 

Horse Racing 
Ireland 

Overall administra-
tion, development 
and promotion of 
the Irish horserac-
ing industry. 

  214 (31 December 
2013) 

€44,016,000 
(Amount provided 
by DAFM to HRI 
from the Horse and 
Greyhound Racing 
Fund in 2013) 

€43,376,000 
(Amount provided 
by DAFM to HRI 
from the Horse and 
Greyhound Racing 
Fund in 2014) 

Horse Racing 
Ireland was 
established in 2001 
in succession to the 
Irish Horse Racing 
Authority 

Irish Horseracing 
Industry Act 1994. 
Horse and Grey-
hound Racing Act 
2001. 
Horse Racing Ire-
land (Membership)
Act 2001.  
Horse and 
Greyhound 
Racing(Betting 
Charges and Lev-
ies) Act 1999. 

Irish National Stud Stud farming, tour-
ism and education 

  50 (31 December 
2013) 

No funding pro-
vided by DAFM 

No funding pro-
vided by DAFM 

1945 National Stud Act, 
1945, 
National Stud Act 
1976, 
National Stud 
(Amendment) Act 
1993,
National Stud 
(Amendment) Act 
2000 
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Name of 
State Agency/
Body/Organi-
sation/ Work-
ing Group 

Core Duties Functions of 
same 

Number of 
staff 

Budget for 
2013 

Budget for 
2014 

Date of estab-
lishment 

Legislative 
Basis 

Marine Insti-
tute 

Marine 
research, 
development 
and advice 

All functions 
conferred 
under section 
4 of establish-
ing Act 

131.7 and 42 
temporary 
contract staff 

€21.9m €23.5m 30/10/1992 Marine Insti-
tute Act 1991 

National Milk 
Agency 

To regulate 
the supply of 
milk for liquid 
consumption 
throughout the 
State and to 
ensure all year 
round supply 

as across 5 Industry 
financed by 
means of a 
levy 

Industry 
financed by 
means of a 
levy 

1994 Milk 
(Regulation of 
Supply) Act, 
1994. 

Sea Fisheries 
Protection 
Authority 

Enforcement 
of legislation 
relating to 
sea-fisheries 
and seafood 
safety 

All functions 
conferred un-
der section 43 
of establishing 
Act 

81.08 €10.5m €10.6m 01/01/2007 Sea Fisheries 
and Maritime 
Jurisdiction 
Act 2006 

Teagasc Provision 
of research, 
advisory and 
education 
services to 
the agri-food 
sector 

To provide a 
wide range of 
educational 
programmes 
to the agri-
food sector 

1,143 €121.838m €119.210m 27/06/1988 Agriculture 
(Research, 
Training and 
Advice) Act, 
1988 

Veterinary 
Council 

Regulation of 
the practice 
of veterinary 
medicines 
and veterinary 
nursing 

The functions 
of the Veteri-
nary Council 
of Ireland are 
prescribed in 
Section 13 of 
the Veterinary 
Practice Act 
2005 

5.5 * * 01-Jan-06 Veterinary 
Practice Act 
2005 

* The Veterinary Council of Ireland is a self financing body and does not receive any mon-
ies from the Exchequer.  The income of the Council is derived mainly from registration fees 
received from veterinary practitioners and veterinary nurses.

The audited accounts of the Veterinary Council of Ireland are each year included in the 
Council’s annual report

Name of 
State Agency/
Body/Organi-
sation/ Work-
ing Group 

Core Duties Functions of 
same 

Number of 
staff 

Budget for 
2013 

Budget for 
2014 

Date of estab-
lishment 

Legislative 
Basis 

Agriculture 
Appeals Of-
fice 

To provide an 
independent, 
accessible, 
fair appeals 
service for 
Department of 
Agriculture, 
Food and 
the Marine 
scheme ap-
plicants and 
to deliver that 
service in a 
courteous 
and efficient 
manner. 

To provide 
an appeals 
service to 
farmers who 
are dissatisfied 
with deci-
sions of the 
Department of 
Agriculture, 
Food and the 
Marine 

15.5 €890,000 €890,000 13-May-02 Agriculture 
Appeals Act 
2001 (as 
amended) and 
Agriculture 
Appeal 
Regulations 
including SI 
193/2002 and 
SI 10/2014. 
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Name of 
State Agency/
Body/Organi-
sation/ Work-
ing Group 

Core Duties Functions of 
same 

Number of 
staff 

Budget for 
2013 

Budget for 
2014 

Date of estab-
lishment 

Legislative 
Basis 

Organic Focus 
Group 

Provide a 
forum for 
discussion 
on issues that 
substantially 
impact the Or-
ganic Sector. 

Identify 
solutions and 
develop 
strategies 
to progress 
the Organic 
Sector for the 
benefit of all. 

Nil Nil except T 
and S 

Nil except T 
and S 

2 July 2012 
- Inaugural 
Meeting 

Nil 

COFORD 
- National 
Council 
for Forest 
Research and 
Development 

Advisory 
body on forest 
research and 
development 
matters 

Provide 
advice to the 
Department of 
Agriculture, 
Food and the 
Marine on 
forest research 
and develop-
ment matters 

0 (serviced by 
Forest Sector 
Development/
COFORD 
Division 

0 (administra-
tive expenses 
€12,000 per 
annum) 

0 (estimated 
administra-
tive expenses 
€12,000 per 
annum) 

1993 Not a state 
body 

Name of 
State Agency/
Body/Organi-
sation/ Work-
ing Group 

Core Duties Functions of 
same 

Number of 
staff 

Budget for 
2013 

Budget for 
2014 

Date of estab-
lishment 

Legislative 
Basis 

Forest Policy 
Review Group 

Review 
national forest 
policy 

Make recom-
mendations 
on forest 
policy to the 
Department of 
Agriculture, 
Food and 
the Marine. 
Policy review 
published in 
July 2014 
as Forests, 
products and 
people 

1 part time 
consultant, re-
maining tasks 
serviced by 
Forest Sector 
Development/
COFORD 
Division 

€5000 (forest-
ry consultancy 
costs) 

€6000 (editing 
and publica-
tion of final 
report) 

April 2010 Not a state 
body; formed 
to undertake 
review which 
was a com-
mitment in 
the Revised 
Programme 
for Govern-
ment 2009 

Centre for 
Veterinary 
Epidemiol-
ogy and Risk 
Analysis 
(CVERA) 
based at UCD 
School of 
Veterinary 
Medicine 
at Univer-
sity College 
Dublin 

Veterinary 
epidemiol-
ogy and the 
conduct of 
research into 
animal diseas-
es to underpin 
and support 
DAFM policy, 
with particular 
focus on 
bovine 
tuberculosis 
research 

  1 Director and 
6 full time 
staff (paid for 
by UCD) + 
7 associates 
(DAFM staff) 

€1.287m €1.217m 1989 None 

30/09/2014WRM05300Defence Forces Strength

30/09/2014WRM05400261. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Defence the current vacancies by rank 
in the Army, Naval Service and Air Corps; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36881/14]

30/09/2014WRM05450Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am advised by the Military Authorities 
that the strength of the Permanent Defence Force, at 31 August 2014, the latest date for which 
figures are available was 9,149, comprising 7,367 Army, 752 Air Corps and 1,030 Naval Ser-
vice personnel.

The following table outlines the establishment, strength and vacancies of the Permanent De-
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fence Force, by Army, Air Corps and Naval Service as at 31 August 2014, based on the agreed 
stabilised strength for the Permanent Defence Force of 9,500.

Promotions are ongoing within the Officer and Non-Commissioned ranks in order to fill 
rank vacancies.  Competitions to fill current and future vacancies in the ranks of Colonel, Lieu-
tenant Colonel and Commandant ranks have already been held this year, while a competition 
for promotion to Brigadier General is scheduled for early October.  As panels which were 
established following the 2012 Non-Commissioned Officer promotion competitions have now 
closed, new NCO promotion competitions to the ranks of Sergeants and above have been ad-
vertised and interviews are currently underway.

In addition, targeted recruitment is currently taking place so as to maintain the level of 9,500 
personnel. It is my intention that promotions along with targeted recruitment will be carried out 
within the resource envelope allocated to Defence. 

PDF Strength by Rank as at 31 August 2014 versus PDF Rank Establishment of 9,500 

- Lt 
Gen

Maj 
Gen

Brig 
Gen

Col Lt 
Col

Comdt Capt Lt SM BQMS CS CQMS Sgt Cpl Pte/
Cadet

Army 
Rank 
Estab-
lish-
ment

1 2* 6 37** 110 255 306 167 29 33 114 170 973 1,437 3,880

Army 
Strength 

1 0 5 33** 104 240 299 226 27 33 108 164 884 1,342 3,899
***

Vacan-
cies 
by 
Rank

0 2* 1 4 6 15 7 -59 2 0 6 6 89 95 -19

Air 
Corps 
Rank 
Estab-
lish-
ment

0 0 1 2 14 36 65 48 8 4 56 14 131 183 324

Air 
Corps 
Strength 

0 1* 1 2 13 32 50 30 8 4 47 14 125 157 269
***

Vacan-
cies 
by 
Rank

0 -1 0 0 1 4 15 18 0 0 9 0 6 26 55

Naval 
Service 
Rank 
Estab-
lish-
ment

0 0 1 2 13 45 81 41 6 7 75 15 226 180 402

Naval 
Service 
Strength 

0 1* 1 1 13 45 50 41 6 7 66 15 171 175 439
***

Vacan-
cies 
by 
Rank

0 -1 0 1 0 0 31 0 0 0 9 0 55 5 -37

Total 
Vacan-
cies 
by 
Rank

0 0* 1 5** 7 19 53 -41 2 0 24 6 150 126 -1

* For administrative record purposes, the two Major General Appointments in the Perma-
nent Defence Force are held against the establishment for the Army. One of these posts is cur-
rently filled by an Air Corps Officer and the other by a Naval Service Officer.

** Within the Establishment figures there is provision for one appointment and one tempo-
rary appointment in the rank of Colonel in the Representative Association of Commissioned 
Officers (RACO) and 10 Colonel Appointments overseas.  However, as the current holders of 
the General Secretary and Deputy General Secretary appointments in RACO are in the rank of 
Commandant and with no requirement to fill 2 of the Colonel overseas appointments no va-
cancy existed in the rank of Colonel in the Army.
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*** Includes 20 Army Cadets, 14 Air Corps Cadets and 15 Naval Service Cadets.

There are an additional 77 personnel on career breaks/secondment, who are not included in 
the strengths in the above table. 

Note:Equivalent Naval Service Ranks

Brigadier General/Commodore

Colonel/Captain

Lieutenant Colonel/Commander

Commandant/Lieutenant Commander

Captain/Lieutenant (NS)

Lieutenant/Sub Lieutenant

Sergeant Mayor/Warrant Officer

Battalion Quartermaster Sergeant/Senior Chief Petty Officer

Company Quartermaster Sergeant/Senior Petty Officer

Company Sergeant/Chief Petty Officer

Sergeant/Petty Officer

Corporal/Leading Seaman

Private/Able Seaman.

30/09/2014WRN00100

30/09/2014WRN00150Defence Forces Review

30/09/2014WRN00200262. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Defence when deliberations on the 
new White Paper on Defence will commence. [36890/14]

30/09/2014WRN00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Green Paper on Defence, published 
in July 2013, set out a range of policy focused questions and initiated a broad public consulta-
tion process.  This generated 122 written submissions from members of the public and other 
interested parties. As part of this consultation process, a number of people who made written 
submissions were invited to meet with civil and military staff of the Department of Defence and 
the Defence Forces.  Discussions were also held with a range of other Government Departments 
on cross-cutting policy issues. The views of international organisations were also sought. These 
discussions are continuing, as required, throughout the White Paper process. 

Working groups comprising civil and military representatives from the Department of De-
fence and the Defence Forces are considering likely future operational demands and the types 
of defence capabilities required to meet these demands. This ongoing work will underpin rec-
ommendations regarding defence provision for the next decade. 

I anticipate that an initial draft White Paper will be submitted to me for my consideration by 
the end of 2014. I will subsequently bring the draft to Government for their consideration and 
approval.
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30/09/2014WRN00350Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRN00400263. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in tabular form 
all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups under his Department’s re-
mit; the core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at same; the budget of each for 
2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of the agencies or organisations; 
and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive their powers. [37202/14]

30/09/2014WRN00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The only body under the aegis of my 
Department with specific budget, staff allocation and established under legislation is the Army 
Pensions Board.  The Army Pensions Board is an independent statutory body established under 
the Army Pensions Act, 1927.  The core duties and functions are to investigate and adjudicate 
on applications for pensions, allowances and gratuities under the Army Pensions Acts, arising 
from the death or disablement of members of the Permanent Defence Force in the course of 
their military service.  The Board determines the question of attributability to service in each 
case; assesses the degree of disability; and reports its findings to the Department which acts on 
the Board’s findings including the grant of appropriate benefits.

The 1927 Act specifies that the Board shall consist of a chairman as well as two ordinary 
members who must be qualified medical practitioners – one a civilian doctor and the other a 
serving officer of the Army Medical Corps.  In addition, one member of staff from the Depart-
ment of Defence is assigned to carry out the functions of Secretary to the Board.  The holder of 
this position is an established civil servant.

The budget for the Board for 2013 was €83,000 and the allocation for 2014 is €70,000.  The 
budget allocated covers the salary of the Board’s Secretary and also the fees and expenses of the 
Board.  The salary of the military member of the Board is borne by the Defence Vote (36), as 
are the associated costs of the civil service staff in the Department of Defence who administer 
the Defence Forces pension code.

30/09/2014WRN00550Departmental Contracts

30/09/2014WRN00600264. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the con-
tract for the privately operated mobile speed-detection vans is due for renewal; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36578/14]

30/09/2014WRN00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The contract for the 
provision of a safety camera network runs for a period of 5 years from November, 2010 to No-
vember 2015, with an option to extend the contract for a further year thereafter.

30/09/2014WRN00750Court Judgments

30/09/2014WRN00800265. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
actions for repossession of houses and-or apartments initiated in the courts in 2013; the number 
initiated to date in 2014; the number of cases in which an order for repossession was granted; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36685/14]

30/09/2014WRN00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is 
the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions, which 
include the provision of information on the courts system.
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However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the information is as provided in the following tables. The 
tables set out the number of actions for possession initiated in the High Court and Circuit Court 
in 2013; the number of actions initiated to date in 2014; the number of cases in which an order 
for possession was granted in 2013 and to end of June 2014.

Circuit Court 2013 Jan - June 2014  
New cases initiated for pos-
session of lands/premises 

2,498 4,315

Possession orders made 343 (*Residential - 310, Non 
Residential - 33)

313 (Residential - 267, Non 
Residential - 46)

*The Courts Service has indicated that the statistics recorded in respect of possession orders 
granted in the Circuit Court reflect residential and non-residential orders. The statistics are not 
maintained to indicate whether the property concerned is a house or apartment. 

High Court 2013 Jan - June 2014  
New cases initiated for pos-
session of lands/premises 

332 82

*Possession orders made 107 52
*The Courts Service has indicated that the orders made by the High Court  are in respect of 

possession of any type of immovable property. The statistics recorded by the High Court are not 
maintained to reflect whether the order was in respect of a residential property. 

It is important to note that orders for possession do not necessarily equate with reposses-
sions as it is up to the person or company who obtained the order for possession to pursue its 
execution.

30/09/2014WRN00950Visa Applications

30/09/2014WRN01000266. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position in 
respect of visa entry to Ireland to a non-EU national who is married to an Irish citizen (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36915/14]

30/09/2014WRN01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The general position is 
as set out in the Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification published by my prede-
cessor on 31 December 2013.

An Irish citizen, in order to sponsor an immediate family member to come to Ireland, must 
not have been totally or predominantly reliant on benefits from the State for a continuous period 
in excess of two years immediately prior to the making of the visa application and must, over 
the three year period prior to the application, have earned a cumulative gross income over and 
above any State benefits of not less than €40k.  The onus is on the applicant to satisfy the immi-
gration authorities as to the level of earnings or financial resources and to provide any evidence 
required in support of the application.  Such economic considerations are a necessary  part of 
family reunification policy in order to ensure that the public purse is not unduly burdened.

I have also been advised by my colleague the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
that the one-parent family payment (OFP) is a payment for persons who are bringing up a child 
or children without the support of a partner.  In order to be eligible for this payment, the person 
must first meet certain qualifying conditions, satisfy a means test, and be habitually resident 
in the State.  In general the OFP payment is payable to persons who are widowed, separated 
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or divorced, unmarried (including a person whose marriage has been annulled or whose civil 
partnership has been dissolved), or whose spouse is imprisoned. Jobseeker’s allowance is a 
means-tested payment made to people who are unemployed and who satisfy the conditions of 
being available for and genuinely seeking work.  I am advised that significant numbers of per-
sons with dependent children satisfy these requirements.

In the absence of specific information it is not possible to provide a more comprehensive 
reply. Could I suggest that the Deputy forward the details of the case in questions to the INIS 
Oireachtas Mail facility so that a more substantive response can be provided.

30/09/2014WRN01150Visa Applications

30/09/2014WRN01200267. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there are any 
conditions under which South Americans who previously lived here on a stamp 1 visa may 
return to live here permanently. [36999/14]

30/09/2014WRN01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Non-EEA nationals who 
wish to reside in the State may only do so on the basis of a valid application for immigration 
permission under one of the immigration streams operated by my Department (work, study, 
family reunion etc).  Whether previous legal residence in the State will have a bearing on that 
application will depend on the nature of the individual case.

In the absence of more substantive information and in order to come to a definitive position, 
I would suggest the Deputy forwards the details of the particular case via the INIS Oireachtas 
mail facility.

30/09/2014WRN01350Departmental Contracts

30/09/2014WRN01400268. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 593 of 15 July 2014, if she will provide the total cost and usage to date 
in 2014; her plans to expand the use of this service; if the tender has been received for the 50 
further devices; the estimated annual cost of this contract; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [36441/14]

30/09/2014WRN01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The cost of the contract 
referred to in Parliamentary Question No. 593 from January to June 2014 is €14,438.97 (includ-
ing VAT) .

Following a competitive tender, Chubb Ireland have since been awarded a new electronic 
monitoring contract for the Irish Prison Service.  The annual cost of this contract will depend 
on the number of prisoners who are monitored throughout the course of the year.  It is expected 
that the average monthly costs will be in the region of €9,500 (excluding VAT).

I have no plans to extend the use of electronic monitoring beyond that being provided for 
in the Sexual Offences Bill currently being drafted.  The General Scheme of the Bill includes 
provisions for the electronic monitoring of convicted sex offenders in specific circumstances.

30/09/2014WRN01550Crime Data

30/09/2014WRN01600269. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current time-
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frame for establishing a European criminal records information system; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [36442/14]

30/09/2014WRN01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Criminal Records 
Information Systems Bill has been approved by Government for drafting.  It is expected that it 
will be published and enacted in 2015.  Pending the enactment of the Bill, an Garda Síochána 
transmits and receives relevant criminal records information with other states on an administra-
tive basis.

30/09/2014WRN01750Liquor Licence Applications

30/09/2014WRN01800270. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
licensing and late night opening of a pub in a residential area (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [36453/14]

30/09/2014WRN01900285. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding licensing and late night closing of a club in a residential area (details supplied) in 
Dublin 5; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36611/14]

30/09/2014WRN02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 270 and 285 together.

While I am not in a position as Minister for Justice and Equality to deal with any specific 
cases, the general position regarding extended opening hours for licensed premises is as fol-
lows.

Section 5 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 1927, as amended, provides that the licensee of 
a public house may apply to the District Court for a special exemption order which permits 
extended opening hours for a special occasion.  However, an applicant for such an order must, 
not less than forty eight hours before making the application, serve on the officer in charge of 
the Garda Síochana for the licensing area concerned a notice of intention to apply for the order 
which contains details of the premises, the special occasion and the extended hours in relation 
to which the order is being sought.

In such cases the District Court may decide to grant the special exemption order to the ap-
plicant if it thinks fit to do so having heard the officer in charge of the Garda Síochana for the 
licensing area concerned.  However, section 5 also states that the Court shall not grant such an 
order in respect of any premises unless it is satisfied that the special occasion concerned will be 
conducted in a manner which will not cause undue inconvenience or nuisance to people resid-
ing in the locality or create an undue threat to public order or public safety in the locality.  Con-
cerned members of the public may therefore convey any concerns they may have in relation to 
possible undue inconvenience or nuisance arising in respect of specified premises to the officer 
in charge of the Garda Síochana for the licensing area concerned.

30/09/2014WRN02050Residency Permits

30/09/2014WRN02100271. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed to update to stamp 4 in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Water-
ford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36464/14]

30/09/2014WRN02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service that the individual in question applied for long-term 
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residency on 23 July, 2010.  The application for long-term residency was approved on 7 March 
2012.  The individual in question was granted Stamp 4 permission to reside in the State for a 
five year period.

This permission was registered with the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) on 21 
March 2012 until the 24 May 2014, which was the expiry date of his passport.  On the 20 May 
2014, the individual in question presented to GNIB with a new passport and their passport was 
endorsed with the remainder of their permission.  The individual currently has permission to 
reside in the State until 7 March 2017.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

30/09/2014WRN02250Naturalisation Applications

30/09/2014WRN02300272. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if requested 
documentation has been received in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare 
in respect of an application for naturalisation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[36475/14]

30/09/2014WRN02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence.  A letter was issued to the person concerned on 14th January 2014 requesting certain 
information, a copy of which was issued on 15th May 2014.  The applicant has been afforded 
a final opportunity to provide the requested information in a letter issued on 10th September 
2014, following which the case will be submitted to me for decision.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

30/09/2014WRN02450Road Traffic Offences

30/09/2014WRN02500273. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if figures are 
available on any prosecutions brought by An Garda Síochána against persons for failing to sur-
render driving licences to the appropriate authorities upon disqualification where the disqualifi-
cation is due to orders having been made by the courts or due to the driver having received the 
maximum number of penalty points. [36477/14]

30/09/2014WRN02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
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from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

30/09/2014WRN02650Road Traffic Offences

30/09/2014WRN02700274. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 560 of 17 September 2014, if she will provide a further breakdown 
of the drivers disqualified from driving by orders of the courts with statistics on the number of 
these drivers who surrendered their licence to the court upon disqualification in each of those 
districts and in each of those years. [36478/14]

30/09/2014WRN02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is 
the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions, which 
include the provision of information on the courts system.

As I indicated in my response to Parliamentary Question No. 455 on 24 June 2014 the ar-
rangements in relation to driving licences changed in January 2013.  Up to then, when a person 
was disqualified by a court, they had to send/hand their driving licence into the court office. The 
disqualification was physically marked on the licence which was then sent to the relevant motor 
tax office where it was held until the period of disqualification was completed or the licence was 
restored by the court.

From January 2013, the person was required to send the licence directly to the licensing 
authority. This coincided with the introduction of the new card type driving licences on which 
details of a disqualification could not physically be entered.  The fines notice which now is-
sues to the person who was fined and disqualified includes the following “Please forward your 
driving licence to the National Driver Licence Service, PO Box 858, Southside Delivery Of-
fice, Cork for the purpose of having the particulars of the conviction of disqualification of the 
District Court endorsed on your driver record”.

Prior to 2013, there were no computerised records of any driving licences which were hand-
ed in so it is not possible to provide figures for 2012.  The Courts Service has advised that fig-
ures should be available from the local motor tax offices for the period up to the creation of the 
National Driver Licence Service in late 2013.  Figures since then should be available from the 
National Driver Licence Service.

30/09/2014WRN02850Road Traffic Offences

30/09/2014WRN02900275. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda 
Síochána retains statistics on the number of demands made by members of An Garda Síochána 
for the production of a driving licence under section 40 of the Road Traffic Act 1961; and if 
statistics are collected regarding the number of occasions members of An Garda Síochána have 
seized driving licences where the member has reasonable grounds for believing that a person 
has been disqualified from driving. [36479/14]

30/09/2014WRN03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.
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30/09/2014WRN03050Departmental Reports

30/09/2014WRN03100276. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 550 of 17 September 2014, if she will publish the first interim re-
port of the criminal justice working group and subsequent reports of the working group; or, in 
the alternative, if she will provide in tabular form a list of the recommendations of the Garda 
Inspectorate considered by the working group to date and actions taken by the working group 
in relation to each of these recommendations. [36483/14]

30/09/2014WRN03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware the first progress report of the Criminal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System) Work-
ing Group is currently being considered by myself and the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport.  Once I have had the opportunity to brief my colleagues in Government on its contents I 
will give consideration to how best to put this information into the public domain.

30/09/2014WRN03250Proposed Legislation

30/09/2014WRN03300277. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the proposed 
mediation Bill will have any relevance either to insolvency legislation or in the context of me-
diation being refused in appeals to the Financial Services Ombudsman; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [36548/14]

30/09/2014WRN03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Mediation Bill, 
which is currently being drafted, will promote mediation as an effective and efficient alterna-
tive to court proceedings in civil law matters, thereby reducing legal costs and speeding up the 
resolution of disputes.  It will introduce an obligation on solicitors and barristers to advise any 
person wishing to commence court proceedings to consider mediation as a means of resolving 
the matter before embarking on such proceedings.  However, it is not intended that the Bill 
will replace mediation or other alternative dispute resolution processes in existing legislation, 
such as the procedures provided for in the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 and those relating to 
the activities of the Financial Services Ombudsman in the Central Bank and Financial Services 
Authority of Ireland Act 2004.

30/09/2014WRN03450Garda Civilian Staff Numbers

30/09/2014WRN03500278. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pub-
lic service vehicle inspectors that are attached to An Garda Síochána, by county; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36559/14]

30/09/2014WRN03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested the 
information sought by the Deputy from the Garda Commissioner and as soon as it is to hand I 
will pass it on to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRN03650Registration of Title

30/09/2014WRN03700279. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding registration by the land registry office in respect of persons (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36560/14]
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30/09/2014WRN03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that under the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, the Property Registration Authority 
(PRA) was established as and from 4 November 2006.  The PRA replaces the Registrar of 
Deeds and Titles as the registering authority in relation to property registration in Ireland and, 
subject to the above Act, is independent in the performance of its functions.

The Deputy will be aware of the service to TDs and Senators which provides information 
on the current status of applications, such as the subject of this question, which was introduced 
in May 2006.  The service provides a speedier, more efficient and more cost effective alterna-
tive to submitting Parliamentary Questions.  It is operated by the PRA and is available all year 
round.

I can further inform the Deputy that his query has been forwarded to the PRA for attention 
and direct reply via the above mentioned service.

30/09/2014WRO00100

30/09/2014WRO00150Legislative Programme

30/09/2014WRO00200280. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Crimi-
nal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012 will be presented for Report Stage; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36562/14]

30/09/2014WRO00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Bill has passed 
Committee Stage in the Dáil, having passed all stages in the Seanad.  However, before the Bill 
could be taken at Report Stage, a 2013 UK Court of Appeal judgment necessitated a review of 
the disclosure provisions in both the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) 
Act 2012 and the Spent Convictions Bill.  That review has been completed and amendments to 
the Vetting Act and consequential amendments to the Spent Convictions Bill are currently being 
drafted.  The Bill will be enacted at the earliest opportunity.  Pending the amendment of the Bill, 
an Administrative Filter for Garda Vetting Disclosures has been introduced, which provides that 
certain minor offences that are over 7 years old are no longer disclosed.

30/09/2014WRO00350Proposed Legislation

30/09/2014WRO00400281. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she has consid-
ered the report and recommendations from the Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equal-
ity regarding prostitution; if she will consider introducing laws targeting sex buyers to end 
exploitation, abuse and trafficking; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36565/14]

30/09/2014WRO00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am examining the 
recommendations made by the Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality, the advices 
of the Attorney General and the views of the Minister for Health regarding a new approach to 
prostitution legislation. 

As you will be aware, prostitution raises a wide spectrum of issues.  When I have had the 
opportunity to complete consideration of the issues, proposals will be brought to Government 
in the usual manner.

I would draw attention to the existing legislative provision addressing the trafficking of 
persons for the purposes of exploitation (including sexual exploitation) which can attract sig-
nificant penalties.  The Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008 prohibits trafficking for 
the purposes of sexual exploitation.  Any person found guilty of such an offence shall be liable 
to imprisonment for life or a lesser term, and at the discretion of the court, to a fine.   
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There are also provisions in our criminal law directed at the public nuisances and exploita-
tion associated with prostitution.  Solicitation, by both the client and the prostitute, living on the 
earnings of prostitution, organising prostitution and running a brothel are all offences under the 
Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 1993.

30/09/2014WRO00550Immigration Data

30/09/2014WRO00600282. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons who have been refused permission to enter here at ports of entry over the past five 
years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36567/14]

30/09/2014WRO00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The legal provisions 
governing the refusal of permission to land are set out in Section 4(3) of the Immigration Act, 
2004.  The number of people who have been refused leave to land at approved ports of entry 
(as prescribed by the Minister in accordance with section 6(2) of the Immigration Act, 2004), in 
the years concerned, 2009 to end July 2014, was: 3,252, 2,491, 2,308, 1,958, 1,844 and 1,248, 
respectively.  A number of persons refused leave to land were subsequently permitted to enter 
the State having made a protection application pursuant to the Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended).

30/09/2014WRO00750Garda Reserve

30/09/2014WRO00800283. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ap-
plicants analysed by Garda division for the Garda Reserve who are waiting to be called into 
training and service; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [36572/14]

30/09/2014WRO00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that the total number of Garda Reserve applicants who have successfully 
completed the application process and are ready to be called for training as a Garda Reserve is 
36.

In addition to this the current number of Garda Reserves in training is 84.

30/09/2014WRO00950Legislative Programme

30/09/2014WRO01000284. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeframe for 
the enactment of the mediation Bill; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36577/14]

30/09/2014WRO01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My intention is to pub-
lish the Mediation Bill early in the next session and thereafter to proceed quickly with enact-
ment of the legislation.

Question No. 285 answered with Question No. 270.

30/09/2014WRO01250Asylum Applications

30/09/2014WRO01300286. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the numbers 
of asylum seekers who are currently waiting on a decision (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36734/14]
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30/09/2014WRO01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised that there 
are no applications for refugee status currently pending in the Office of the Refugee Applica-
tions Commissioner or the Refugee Appeals Tribunal for persons from the countries referred to 
by the Deputy.  I am also advised that there are a very small number of applications for subsid-
iary protection pending in the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner.

30/09/2014WRO01450Crime Prevention

30/09/2014WRO01500287. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will apprise herself of the ongoing spate of criminal vandalism, arson, and break-ins in Carn-
donagh, County Donegal; and if she will request that the Garda superintendent for the Buncrana 
district covering Carndonagh meet local county councillors, as requested, to hear their serious 
concerns and reassure them as to the Garda response. [36754/14]

30/09/2014WRO01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

30/09/2014WRO01625Data Protection Commissioner Appointment

30/09/2014WRO01700288. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will report on 
the appointment of the new Data Protection Commissioner. [35187/14]

30/09/2014WRO01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Following an open pub-
lic competition managed by the Public Appointments Service I am pleased to advise the Deputy 
that the Government has appointed Ms Helen Dixon as the Data Protection Commissioner with 
effect from 10 September 2014.  My Department is in the process of finalising the necessary 
associated administrative arrangements to give effect to the Government’s Decision.

30/09/2014WRO01850Garda Deployment

30/09/2014WRO01900289. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
retirements from An Garda Síochána in County Tipperary from the years 2011 to date in 2014; 
and the total number of gardaí stationed in County Tipperary during these years. [36818/14]

30/09/2014WRO02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, including 
assigning members to Drugs Units, among the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts.  Garda 
management keep this distribution under continuing review in the context of crime trends and 
policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of An Garda 
Síochána and the number of members who retired in the Tipperary Division on 31 December 
2011, 2012, 2013 and on the latest date for which figures are readily available in 2014, was as 
set out in the following table.

Year Strength Retired
2011 376 4
2012 371 12
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Year Strength Retired
2013 371 10
2014 368 (31/07/14) 10 (26/09/14)

30/09/2014WRO02050Garda Transport Provision

30/09/2014WRO02100290. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to purchase 
additional marked motorcycles for the Garda traffic corps; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [36884/14]

30/09/2014WRO02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The provision and al-
location of Garda transport is a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light of identified 
operational circumstances and the availability of resources. 

In that context, I am advised by the Garda authorities that an additional 16 new marked 
motorcycles have been allocated to the Garda Traffic Corps.  I am also informed that the Garda 
Traffic Corps has a current allocation of 106 motorcycles.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the replacement of Garda vehicles is reviewed on 
an ongoing basis in the context of operational priorities and available funding.  There are cur-
rently no plans to purchase additional motorcycles in 2014.

30/09/2014WRO02250Private Security Authority Remit

30/09/2014WRO02300291. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to imple-
ment licensing for private investigators in view of the fact that the legislation currently refers 
to the area in very limited terms and effectively allows for anyone to advertise their services as 
a private investigator, potentially putting a client or a case at risk; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36889/14]

30/09/2014WRO02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Private Security 
Authority (PSA), established under the Private Security Services Act 2004, as amended, is the 
regulatory body with responsibility for regulating and licensing the private security industry 
in Ireland.  The Authority has adopted a phased approach to the licensing of the sector and 
currently licenses in the region of 960 contractors and 28,000 individuals in a range of sectors 
including the Cash in Transit, Door Supervisor and Security Guarding sectors.

I am informed by the PSA that the Authority issued a questionnaire to the industry last year 
to gather information on the Private Investigator sector.  Furthermore, the Authority’s Strate-
gic Plan 2014 - 2017 gives a commitment that a Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) on the 
licensing of Private Investigators will be carried out by the end of this year.  Following comple-
tion of the RIA, a decision will be taken regarding licensing of the sector.

30/09/2014WRO02450Crime Levels

30/09/2014WRO02500292. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of break-ins to dwelling houses in each Garda district in County Kildare in the past two years 
to date; those areas most affected; the extent to which the perpetrators have been successfully 
prosecuted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36916/14]
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30/09/2014WRO02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Síochána Act 
2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated 
unit for this purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.

The Deputy will be aware that An Garda Síochána pursue a range of strategies to counter 
crime trends, including the co-ordinated national strategy targeting burglary crime under Op-
eration Fiacla, which has led to steady reductions in the level of burglary crimes as well as the 
arrest of 9,992 persons and charges being brought against 5,801 persons since it was established 
in early 2012.

Gardaí also continue to work closely with all communities to enhance community safety 
through a wide range of local fora including the Joint Policing Committees and through com-
munity based initiatives such as Community Alert and Neighbourhood Watch.

30/09/2014WRO02650Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal

30/09/2014WRO02700293. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when 
she will appoint new members to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal in order that the 
tribunal may more speedily assess applications. [36938/14]

30/09/2014WRO02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal consists of a Chairperson and six or-
dinary members.  As the Deputy may be aware, a press release issued on 9 April, 2014 seeking 
expressions of interest from suitably-qualified persons who wish to be considered for appoint-
ment as members of the Tribunal.  The closing date for receipt of expressions of interest was 
29 April, 2014.

I can further inform the Deputy that, as part of the on-going appointment process, I have 
considered the expressions of interest received and have in recent weeks appointed five mem-
bers to the Tribunal.

30/09/2014WRO02850Legislative Programme

30/09/2014WRO02875294. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Legal 
Services Regulation Bill 2011 will be enacted; the current status of same; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [36943/14]

30/09/2014WRO03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Report Stage of the 
Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011, which commenced in the Dáil on 11th July 2014, will 
resume in the coming weeks.  The Government’s proposed amendments will be made available 
in advance for consideration.  It remains the intention that the Bill be enacted by the end of this 
year and that the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority come into operation early in 2015.

30/09/2014WRO03050Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

30/09/2014WRO03100295. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the departments within the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service dealing with requests to stay under subsidiary protection and the good to go scheme, 
respectively, are doing so without any co-operation resulting in applicants receiving deportation 
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order letters which are not correct; and if she will work to end this practice which is a waste of 
resources as well as a source of great concern for applicants. [36978/14]

30/09/2014WRO03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that in every instance where 
an application for subsidiary protection is lodged, this application must be concluded by way of 
a formal ministerial decision letter.  Such decision letters are issued, on my behalf, by the INIS 
Ministerial Decisions Unit.  This position will apply regardless of whether an application for 
subsidiary protection is being ‘granted’ or ‘refused’. 

There are a number of outcomes of the subsidiary protection process - refusal following the 
substantive consideration of the application, ‘refused withdrawn’ after the voluntary withdraw-
al of the application by the applicant or ‘refused deemed withdrawn’ where the applicant fails 
to co-operate with the process.  In all such cases, the decision letter will include a notification 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), unless there 
are circumstances where the applicant has a separate permission to remain in the State. 

I am advised that in the cases referred to by the Deputy, leave to remain decisions have yet 
to be made in those cases.  I am also advised that the persons concerned did not lodge applica-
tions for subsidiary protection. 

Given that the persons concerned had no separate valid basis to remain in the State, and 
leave to remain decisions had yet to be made, the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended) were applied to their cases.  However, I have asked my officials in the 
INIS to review the wording of such decision letters.

30/09/2014WRO03250Courts Service

30/09/2014WRO03300296. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the waiting times for 
victims of domestic abuse seeking protection orders and their first District Court hearing; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [36982/14]

30/09/2014WRO03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise that the 
information requested is currently being collated and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRO03450Courts Service

30/09/2014WRO03500297. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the additional ser-
vices and resources she plans to provide the Dublin District Family Law Court in Dolphin 
House to ensure that these courts may operate and function effectively; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [36983/14]

30/09/2014WRO03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is 
the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions; this 
includes the provision of services to and the management of the resources of the Dublin District 
Family Law Court in Dolphin House. 

The position is that the Courts Service continuously works to support the judiciary and as-
sist in so far as is possible and appropriate, within the terms of its mandate, in ensuring that 
cases are dealt with as effectively and as speedily as possible.  Available resources and opera-
tional and organisational structures are under ongoing review to ensure that resources are tar-
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geted and focused on keeping waiting times in the provision of services to a minimum.  Every 
effort continues to be made by the President of the District Court, in the allocation of judicial 
resources, to ensure that delays in the hearing of family law cases and cases involving domestic 
violence, in particular, are kept to a minimum.  I have been assured by the Courts Service that 
the accommodation requirements of the Family Law District Court in Dolphin House are kept 
under review with a view to providing improvements in family law facilities in Dublin in the 
medium to long term. 

As the Deputy is aware, the Programme for Government commits the Government to signif-
icant reform of the courts, including the establishment of a separate family law court structure 
that is streamlined, more efficient and less costly.

A consultation process was initiated with interested parties in relation to the reform of the 
family court system and work is underway in my Department to prepare legislative reforms to 
give effect to this commitment.  This significant initiative, in tandem with other reforms such 
as the introduction of a Mediation Bill, which will promote mediation as a viable, effective and 
efficient alternative to court proceedings, will ensure that our family court system works effi-
ciently and effectively to meet the modern day requirements of the system.

30/09/2014WRP0010030/09/2014WRP00200Visa Applications

30/09/2014WRP00300298. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of a visa application in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [36997/14]

30/09/2014WRP00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The visa application 
referred to by the Deputy was received in the Dublin visa office on 16th September 2014.  The 
application is currently being examined and a decision will be issued shortly.

As advised on the website of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (www.inis.
gov.ie) it is recommended that visa applicants apply for their visas eight weeks before the in-
tended date of travel.

Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to INIS by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek 
information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using 
the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inad-
equate or too long awaited.

30/09/2014WRP00500Asylum Seeker Accommodation

30/09/2014WRP00600299. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on the suit-
ability of Mount Trenchard, County Limerick, as an asylum seeker accommodation centre; the 
reasons for the discontinued use of Mount Trenchard as an accommodation centre in 2006 and 
its subsequent resumption of services in 2007; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37014/14]

30/09/2014WRP00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception and In-
tegration Agency (RIA) of my Department is responsible for the accommodation of protection 
applicants in accordance with the Government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  Direct 
provision provides for full board accommodation supports while a final decision is awaited by 
a person on their protection or any related leave to remain application.  Currently, 4,326 persons 
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are residing in 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract to RIA.

Mount Trenchard accommodation centre in Foynes, Co. Limerick first opened in March 
2005 with a capacity for 100 persons.  This was in response to a rapid rise in the number of 
persons requiring accommodation.  At that time, there were over 8,000 persons residing in RIA 
accommodation.  Within a number of months, that number declined to just over 4,800.  This 
decline was mostly attributable to the revised arrangements applicable to the non-EEA national 
parents of Irish born children born in the State before 1 January, 2005 - more commonly known 
as the IBC/05 Scheme.  RIA is a demand led organisation and must match as closely as possible 
its capacity requirements in line with the ebb and flow of those requiring accommodation.  The 
fall in numbers being accommodated meant a concomitant closure of a number of accommoda-
tion centres, of which Mount Trenchard was one.

When the numbers of persons requiring accommodation began to increase again in mid to 
late 2006, it was necessary for RIA to increase its accommodation capacity.  Mount Trenchard 
was one of five centres that opened in early 2007 to accommodate this increase and it now has a 
capacity for 55 persons.  I am advised by RIA that the continued operation of Mount Trenchard 
is, along with every other centre, kept constantly under review.

30/09/2014WRP00800Citizenship Applications

30/09/2014WRP00900300. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 7; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37036/14]

30/09/2014WRP01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for a 
certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence.  A letter was issued to the person concerned on 9 June 2014 requesting certain infor-
mation.  The person concerned provided some of the requested information.  A further letter has 
been issued requesting the outstanding information.  When all of the requested information has 
been provided the case will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

30/09/2014WRP01100Citizenship Applications

30/09/2014WRP01200301. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (Details supplied) in County 
Longford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37091/14]

30/09/2014WRP01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that this application is 
being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory condi-
tions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful residence, and will be 
submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.
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It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay.  While most cases are now generally processed within six months, the 
nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will 
take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can take 
a considerable period of time.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

30/09/2014WRP01400Crime Prevention

30/09/2014WRP01500302. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the discussions 
she has had with An Garda Síochána regarding the increase in knife crime in Dublin and the 
ways of addressing this problem; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37113/14]

30/09/2014WRP01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can assure the Deputy 
that I am in ongoing contact with the Garda Commissioner in relation to a wide range of crime 
and policing concerns, including knife and other violent crime.

A comprehensive and robust legal framework is in place with respect to knife crime includ-
ing heavy penalties for breaches of the laws concerned.  In recent years the maximum penalty 
for possessing a knife in a public place without good reason or lawful authority has been in-
creased from one to five years, and An Garda Síochána also now have an extended power of 
search without warrant in relation to knives and offensive weapons.

At an operational level, An Garda Síochána pro-actively target public disorder and anti-
social behaviour, including knife related crime through the strategic deployment of Garda re-
sources.  In this regard, areas identified as public order hot-spots by local Garda management 
are the subject of additional foot and mobile patrols.  In addition, Detective Units and Divi-
sional Crime Task Forces may be utilised to provide a high visibility presence in areas such as 
late night bars, clubs etc, particularly when people are exiting, to deter and detect anti-social 
behaviour and possible altercations.  However, it should be noted that many knife crimes occur 
in domestic settings and often with a degree of spontaneity, which increases the challenges for 
preventative policing and enforcement.

In relation to the investigation of specific knife-related crimes, I am assured that all appro-
priate resources, including any necessary technical and forensic facilities are employed by An 
Garda Síochána to secure detections and identify perpetrators of these crimes.

In addition to these enforcement measures, An Garda Síochána are involved in a number 
of awareness measures relating to knife crime, and I understand that the Garda Schools Pro-
gramme is utilised to include talks on knives and other weapons for secondary school pupils, 
emphasising the dangers involved and the need for care, vigilance and social responsibility.



Questions - Written Answers

252

30/09/2014WRP01700Garda Station Refurbishment

30/09/2014WRP01800303. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing the works in a Garda station (details supplied) in County Meath; her position in relation to 
this Garda station; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37120/14]

30/09/2014WRP01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The programme of re-
placement and refurbishment of Garda stations is based on accommodation priorities which are 
established by An Garda Síochána.  The programme is advanced in close co-operation with the 
Office of Public Works (OPW), which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of 
Garda accommodation.

In that context, I am informed by the Garda authorities that maintenance work is currently 
being carried out at the station referred to by the Deputy as part of the Office of Public Works 
ongoing programme of maintenance.

30/09/2014WRP02000Road Traffic Offences

30/09/2014WRP02100304. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence of alcohol from May 2014 to 
date; the number of these drivers whose blood alcohol level did not exceed 100 mg and who 
were served with fixed-charge notices; and of those served with fixed-charge notices for having 
a blood alcohol level not exceeding 100 mg if she will provide the number of drivers who paid 
the fixed-charge notice and accepted the other associated penalties under the Road Traffic Act 
2010. [37163/14]

30/09/2014WRP02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

30/09/2014WRP02300Asylum Applications

30/09/2014WRP02400305. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons who have sought asylum in the State for each of the past five years including this year 
to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37186/14]

30/09/2014WRP02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The number of asylum 
applications received in each of the last five years was 2,689 in 2009, 1,939 in 2010, 1,290 in 
2011, 956 in 2012, and 946 in 2013.  These figures are publically available on the website of 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner, www.orac.ie.  To end of August 2014, a 
total of 854 applications have been made.

There has been a 40% increase in asylum applications in 2014 to date compared with the 
same period last year.

30/09/2014WRP02600Garda Vetting of Personnel

30/09/2014WRP02700306. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if guardians ad litem 
require Garda clearance; if not, the reason; and the person that has responsibility for the regula-
tion of guardians ad litem, the Child and Family Agency or the court appointing the guardian. 
[37190/14]
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30/09/2014WRP02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Guardians ad Litem 
should have Garda clearance in view of the sensitive role that they undertake with children.  
My Department is currently working with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and 
with the Courts Service to ensure that all Guardians ad Litem have up-to-date Garda clearance.  
Separately, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs is preparing proposals for consider-
ation by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs regarding the reform of Guardian ad Litem 
services in proceedings arising under the Child Care Act 1991.  The issue of Garda vetting of 
Guardians ad Litem will be reviewed in this context.

30/09/2014WRP02900Road Safety

30/09/2014WRP03000307. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she is ex-
amining a means of improving co-operation between An Garda Síochána and the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland in the area of the enforcement of road traffic laws, including the monitoring 
of a sentence imposed on a driver in the courts in one jurisdiction where the driver concerned is 
living in the other jurisdiction. [37193/14]

30/09/2014WRP03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that road safety policy, including in the context of cooperation with the Northern Ireland 
authorities is the responsibility of my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  
In that regard, the mutual recognition of driving disqualifications between Ireland and the UK, 
in respect of certain road traffic offences, came into effect from 28 January 2010.  There is of 
course close cooperation between An Garda Síochána and the PSNI on a wide range of policing 
matters, including road traffic enforcement.

30/09/2014WRP03200Road Traffic Offences

30/09/2014WRP03300308. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 490 of 24 June 2014, the actions that were taken against the 59 
drivers detected with a blood alcohol level not exceeding 80 mg per 100 ml of blood who did 
not pay the fine included in the fixed-charge notices served on them during the period Novem-
ber 2011 to 9 May 2014. [37194/14]

30/09/2014WRP03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

30/09/2014WRP03500Road Traffic Offences

30/09/2014WRP03600309. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 490 of 24 June 2014, the actions that were taken against the 81 
drivers detected with a blood alcohol level that exceeded 80 mg but did not exceed 100 mg of 
alcohol per 100 ml of blood who did not pay the fine included in the fixed-charge notices served 
on them during the period November 2011 to 9 May 2014. [37195/14]

30/09/2014WRP03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.
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30/09/2014WRP03800Road Traffic Offences

30/09/2014WRP03900310. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence of alcohol from May 2014 to 
date; the number of these drivers whose blood alcohol level did not exceed 80 mg and who were 
served with fixed-charge notices; and of those served with fixed-charge notices the number of 
drivers who paid the fixed-charge notice and accepted the other associated penalties under the 
Road Traffic Act 2010. [37196/14]

30/09/2014WRP04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

30/09/2014WRP04100Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRP04200311. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide in 
tabular form all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups under her De-
partment’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at same; the budget 
of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of the agencies or 
organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive their powers. 
[37209/14]

30/09/2014WRP04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is set out in tabular form.  I wish to advise the Deputy that I have not 
provided details of any appeal boards in my response as they are but part of the broad process/
function of their main agency.

Name Core duties and 
functions

Number of staff Budget 2013 (€)(M) Budget 2014 (€)(M) Date of establishment Legislation

Awareness Raising 
and Training Working 
Group

Facilitate the 
implementation of the 
National Action Plan 
to Prevent and Combat 
the Trafficking of Hu-
man Beings in Ireland

Composed of 
representatives 
from Government, 
non-Government and 
International organisa-
tions

The budget of this 
body is provided as 
required by the Anti-
Human Trafficking 
Unit

The budget of this 
body is provided as 
required by the Anti-
Human Trafficking 
Unit

2008 N/A

National Referral 
Mechanism Working 
Group

As above As above - - 2008 N/A

Sexual Exploitation 
Working Group

As above As above - - 2008 N/A

Labour Exploitation 
Working Group

As above As above - - 2008 N/A

Child Trafficking 
Working Group

As above As above - - 2008 N/A

Office of the Commis-
sioners of Charitable 
Donations and Be-
quests for Ireland

The Board of the 
Charity Commis-
sioners is mandated 
under the Charities 
Acts, 1961 and 1973 
to provide services to 
trustees of charities 
and to carry out the 
intentions of persons 
making donations and 
bequests to charity.

6 .360 .355 1845 Charities Acts, 1961 
and 1973 

The Irish Film Clas-
sification Office

To examine and certify 
all cinema films and 
videos/DVDs distrib-
uted in Ireland.  To 
provide the public, and 
parents in particular, 
with a modern and 
dependable system of 
classification. 

7 FTE (Full Time 
Equivalents) 

.700 .700 July 1923 Censorship of Films 
Act 1923

Censorship of Films 
Amendment Acts, 
1930, 1970 and 1992

Video Recordings 
Act 1989
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Name Core duties and 
functions

Number of staff Budget 2013 (€)(M) Budget 2014 (€)(M) Date of establishment Legislation

Office of the Data 
Protection Commis-
sioner

To protect the indi-
vidual’s right to data 
privacy by enabling 
people to know, and to 
exercise control over, 
how their personal 
information is used, in 
accordance with the 
Data Protection Acts 
and related legislation.

29.03 FTE 1.74 1.89 July 1988 Data Protection Acts 
1988 and 2003. 

European Communi-
ties (Electronic Com-
munications Networks 
and Services) (Privacy 
and Electronic Com-
munications) Regula-
tions 2011.

Property Registration 
Authority

To provide a system 
of registration of title 
(ownership) to land 
which is comprehen-
sively and readily 
accessible.

To manage and control 
the Land Registry 
and the Registry of 
Deeds and to operate 
the Ground Rents 
Scheme.

498 FTE 31.2 30.1 November 2006 Registration of Title 
Act 1964

Landlord and Tenant 
(Ground Rents) (No. 
2) Act 1978Registra-
tion of Deeds and Title 
Act 2006

Land and Conveyanc-
ing Law Reform Act 
2009

Land Registration 
Rules 2013

Registration of Deeds 
Rules in 2008, 2009 
and 2013.

Property Services 
Regulatory Authority

To control, supervise 
and regulate Property 
Services Providers 
(i.e. Auctioneers/
Estate Agents, Letting 
Agents and Manage-
ment Agents);

To operate a compre-
hensive licensing and 
complaints system in 
respect of Property 
Services Providers;

To establish and main-
tain a Commercial 
Leases Database and 
Public Registers of 
Property Sales Prices 
and Licensed Property 
Services Providers.

17.1 FTE .832 1.07 April 2012 Property Services 
(Regulation) Act 2011.

Insolvency Service of 
Ireland

To restore insolvent 
debtors to solvency in 
a fair, transparent and 
equitable way.

88.2 FTE 7.40 7.20 March 2013 Personal Insolvency 
Act 2012

Bankruptcy Act 1988

The Courts and Civil 
Law (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2013 
(Part 7)

Companies (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) 
Act 2013

Courts Service The role of the Courts 
Service is to manage 
and administer the 
Courts.   

The functions as set 
out in the Courts 
Service Act, 1998, 
are to:

a) Manage the Courts

b) Provide support 
services for the judges

c) Provide information 
on the Courts system 
to the public

d) Provide, manage 
and maintain Court 
buildings and 

e) Provide facilities 
for users of the Courts.

910.86 FTE Gross Budget:        105

Net Expenditure 
Budget (less appro-
priations-in- aid):                                
58

Gross Budget:        105

Net Expenditure 
Budget (less 
appropriations-in- 
aid):                        58

November 1999 Courts Service Act 
1998
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Name Core duties and 
functions

Number of staff Budget 2013 (€)(M) Budget 2014 (€)(M) Date of establishment Legislation

Working Group on 
Efficiency Measures 
in the Criminal Justice 
System (Circuit and 
District Courts)

The Working Group 
on Efficiency Mea-
sures in the Criminal 
Justice System 
(Circuit and District 
Courts) was estab-
lished at the request of 
the Chief Justice and 
previous Minister for 
Justice and Equality. 

The Group has as its 
remit the identification 
of efficiencies and cost 
reduction measures 
across the Justice sec-
tor as a whole. 

The Group is chaired 
by the Department of 
Justice and Equality 
and comprises mem-
bers of the judiciary 
and senior representa-
tives of the Courts 
Service, an Garda Sío-
chána, the Irish Prison 
Service, the Probation 
Service, the Office of 
the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, the 
Office of the Attorney 
General and the Legal 
Aid Board. 

There are no costs, 
additional resources or 
legislation associated 
with the Group. 

No member of the 
Group is in receipt of 
any additional fee or 
payment. 

There are no costs, 
additional resources or 
legislation associated 
with the Group. 

No member of the 
Group is in receipt of 
any additional fee or 
payment. 

November 2011 N/A

Legal Aid Board Provision of legal aid 
and advice to persons 
of modest means.  The 
Board holds responsi-
bility for the following 
schemes:

(i) The Garda Station 
Legal Advice Revised 
Scheme

(ii) The Legal 
Aid-Custody Issues 
Scheme

(iii) The Criminal 
Assets Bureau Ad-hoc 
Legal Aid Scheme

(iv) Family Mediation 
Service 

(v) Service for Asylum 
Seekers

373 (FTE) Grant-in-Aid: 33.759           Grant-in-Aid: 32.574 Established in an 
administrative capac-
ity in 1979 and was 
placed on a statutory 
footing under the Civil 
Legal Act, 1995.

Civil Legal Aid Act, 
1995 (as amended).

Criminal Assets 
Bureau .

Section 4 and 5 of 
the CAB Act (as 
amended) set out the 
statutory objectives 
and functions of the 
Bureau which is 
primarily to identify 
and deprive the assets, 
wherever situated, of 
persons which derive 
or are suspected to 
derive, directly or in-
directly, from criminal 
conduct.

71 6.455 7.037 The Bureau was 
established in 1996 by 
the Criminal Assets 
Bureau Act 1996.

The Criminal Assets 
Bureau Act 1996/2005

The Proceeds of 
Crime (Amendment) 
Act 2005

All Revenue Legisla-
tion, but principally 
the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997

All Social Welfare 
Legislation  - primar-
ily the Social Welfare 
Consolidation Act 
2005

Independent Commis-
sion for the Location 
of Victims’ Remains 
(ICLVR)

The Independent 
Commission for 
the Location of 
Victims’ Remains 
was established by 
an intergovernmental 
agreement between 
the Irish and British 
Governments, signed 
on 27 April, 1999.  

The purpose of the 
Commission is to 
facilitate the location 
of the remains of 
victims of paramilitary 
violence (The Disap-
peared), who were 
murdered and buried 
in secret arising from 
the conflict in North-
ern Ireland.

1 .419 .611 April 1999 Criminal Justice 
(Location of Victims’ 
Remains) Act 1999

Private Security 
Authority (PSA)

The Private Security 
Authority (PSA) is, an 
independent agency 
and the regulatory 
body with responsibil-
ity for regulating and 
licensing the private 
security industry. 

32 (FTE) 2.254 2.234 Late 2004 Private Security Ser-
vices Acts 2004 and 
2011 and associated 
Regulations.

Criminal Law 
Codification Advisory 
Committee

(currently inactive)

To oversee the 
development of a 
programme for the 
codification of the 
criminal law. 

None  Nil Nil February 2007 Part 14 of the Criminal 
Justice Act 2006
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Name Core duties and 
functions

Number of staff Budget 2013 (€)(M) Budget 2014 (€)(M) Date of establishment Legislation

National Disability 
Authority

The principal function 
of the National Dis-
ability Authority is to 
advise the Minister for 
Justice and Equality 
regarding issues of 
policy and practice 
relating to disability 
and to act as a central 
national body which 
will assist the Minister 
in the coordination and 
development of policy 
in relation to persons 
with disabilities.

30.9 FTE 4.133 3.884 June 2000 The National Disabil-
ity Authority Act 1999 
(as amended by the 
Disability Act 2005).

Human Rights Com-
mission (HRC)

The Human Rights 
Commission was 
established to promote 
and protect the human 
rights of everyone in 
Ireland under the Irish 
Constitution and under 
international agree-
ments, treaties and 
conventions to which 
Ireland is a party. 

The staff number for 
the HRC at the end of 
2013, was 6 plus 3 on 
career break. 

4.34 N/A (see Irish Human 
Rights and Equality 
Commission below)

2000 Human Rights Com-
mission Act, 2000

The Equality Author-
ity.

The Equality Author-
ity is an independent 
body set up under the 
Employment Equality 
Act 1998 and replaced 
the Employment 
Equality agency.  The 
Employment Equal-
ity Act, 1998 and the 
Equal Status Act, 2000 
outlaw discrimina-
tion in employment, 
vocational training, 
advertising, collec-
tive agreements, the 
provision of goods 
and services and 
other opportunities 
to which the general 
public generally have 
access on nine distinct 
grounds.

These are gender; civil 
status; family status; 
age; disability; race; 
sexual orientation, 
religious belief; and 
membership of the the 
Traveller Community. 

The staff number 
at the end of 2013 
was 22. 

The current staff num-
ber for the Equality 
Authority is 28.  This 
figure includes 9 staff 
redeployed during 
2014 in preparation 
for the merger of The 
Equality Authority 
with the Irish Human 
Rights Commission.

2.984 N/A (see Irish Human 
Rights and Equality 
Commission below)

October 1999 Employment Equality 
Act, 1998
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Name Core duties and 
functions

Number of staff Budget 2013 (€)(M) Budget 2014 (€)(M) Date of establishment Legislation

Irish Human Rights 
and Equality Commis-
sion (IHREC)

Legislation to merge 
the Human Rights 
Commission and the 
Equality Authority 
into the Irish Human 
Rights and Equality 
Commission (IHREC) 
was passed by 
both Houses of the 
Oireachtas was signed 
by the President on 
27th July, 2014. 

The functions of the 
Commission are as set 
out in section 10 of the 
Act and includes the 
following: 

(a) to protect and 
promote human rights 
and equality,

(b) to encourage the 
development of a 
culture of respect for 
human rights, equal-
ity, and intercultural 
understanding in the 
State,

(c) to promote 
understanding and 
awareness of the 
importance of human 
rights and equality in 
the State,

(d) to encourage 
good practice in 
intercultural relations, 
to promote tolerance 
and acceptance of 
diversity in the State 
and respect for the 
freedom and dignity of 
each person, and

(e) to work towards 
the elimination of 
human rights abuses, 
discrimination and 
prohibited conduct.

(f) to provide informa-
tion to the public in 
relation to human 
rights and equality 
generally,

(g) to keep under 
review the adequacy 
and effectiveness of 
law and practice in the 
State relating to the 
protection of human 
rights and equality.

In the context of the 
merger of the HRC 
and the Equal-
ity Authority an 
Employment Control 
Framework of 47 has 
been provided for the 
IHREC. 

N/A  6.3 July 2014 Irish Human Rights 
and Equality Commis-
sion Act  2014.

Forensic Science 
Ireland (FSI)

 (Eolaíocht Fhóiréin-
seach Éireann 

To provide a service of 
scientific examinations 
to aid Garda investiga-
tions and verifiable 
results for use in 
Criminal trials.

87.2 8.27 8.61 First established as 
State Forensic Science 
Lab in 1975.  

Given new legal status 
as Forensic Science 
Ireland in 2014.

Criminal Justice 
(Forensic Evidence 
and DNA Database 
System) Act, 2014

An Garda Síochána Provide policing and 
security services for 
the State as detailed 
in Section 7 of the  
Garda Síochána Act 
2005.

12,905 members of An 
Garda Síochána as at 
the 31st July 2014.

There are approx 
14,500 including 
Garda and Civilian 
employees. 

1.46bn 

* * Post supplemen-
tary estimates

1.34bn Established following 
the establishment of 
the Irish Free State 
in 1922, the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police 
merged with An Garda 
Síochána in 1925.

Numerous enactments 
including the  the  
Garda Síochána Act 
2005.

Garda Síochána 
Inspectorate

Examination of the 
effectiveness of the 
resources available to 
the Garda Síochána 
with regards to best in-
ternational practice.

12 .970 1.002 July 2006 Garda Síochána Act 
2005 Part 5

Garda Síochána Om-
budsman Commission 
(GSOC)

The objectives and 
functions of GSOC 
are as specified in sec-
tion 67 of the Garda 
Síochána Act, 2005 (as 
amended).

79.6 (FTE) 8.131 7.924 December 2005 Garda Síochána Act, 
2005 (as amended)
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Name Core duties and 
functions

Number of staff Budget 2013 (€)(M) Budget 2014 (€)(M) Date of establishment Legislation

Garda Síochána 
Complaints Board  

The principal func-
tions of the Garda 
Síochána Complaints 
Board  were to 
generally supervise 
investigations into 
complaints by 
members of the public 
against members of 
An Garda Síochána 
and to adjudicate upon 
such complaints as 
provided for under the 
Garda Síochána (Com-
plaints) Act, 1986.  

Following the estab-
lishment of GSOC 
the Garda Síochána 
Complaints Board’s 
mandate is now com-
plete.  The Department 
is currently arranging 
the repeal of the Garda 
Síochána (Complaints) 
Act, 1986, which will 
bring the Board’s 
existence to an end.

2 Pay: .177
Non-Pay:.018

Pay: .092
Non-Pay:.018

 April 1987 Garda Síochána (Com-
plaints) Act, 1986

Advisory Committee 
on Garda Interviewing 
of Suspects(Smyth 
Committee)

The Terms of 
Reference for the 
Committee are to 
keep the adequacy of 
the law, practice and 
procedure relating to 
the interviewing of 
suspects detained in 
Garda custody under 
review, taking into 
account evolving 
international best 
practice, and to advise 
the Minister and the 
Garda Commissioner 
on any changes that 
may be necessary.  

9 No allocated budget No allocated budget July 2010 The sixth report of the 
Morris Tribunal, pub-
lished in 2008, includ-
ed a recommendation 
that a Committee be 
established to oversee 
policy on interviews in 
Garda custody and to 
consider any changes 
in the law or practice 
as required.  

Task force on the 
Second Report of the 
Convention on the 
Constitution 

To examine issues 
arising from the 
Second Report of the 
Convention on the 
Constitution.

2 staff of the Gender 
Equality Division 
provide a secretariat to 
the task force as part 
of their duties. 

None None October 2013 None

Monitoring Commit-
tee of the National 
Women’s Strategy 
2007-2016

Monitoring the 
implementation of the 
Strategy

As part of their duties, 
3 staff of the Gender 
Equality Division 
provide a secretariat 
to the committee as 
needed.

None None April 2007 None

Office of Refugee 
Applications Com-
missioner

To investigate applica-
tions from persons 
seeking a declaration 
of refugee status or 
subsidiary protection 
and to issue appropri-
ate recommendations 
to the Minister;

To investigate applica-
tions by refugees to 
allow family members 
to enter and reside in 
the State and to report 
to the Minister on such 
applications.

The budget and 
staffing of ORAC is 
included in the overall 
budget and staffing 
allocation for the Irish 
Naturalisation and Im-
migration Service.

- - November 2000 Refugee Act 1996 (as 
amended)

Refugee Appeals 
Tribunal

To consider and 
decide appeals against 
recommendations of 
the Refugee Applica-
tions Commissioner 
that applicants should 
not be declared to be 
refugees or persons 
entitled to subsidiary 
protection and to make 
appropriate recom-
mendations to the 
Minister.

The budget and 
staffing of RAT is 
included in the overall 
budget and staffing 
allocation for the Irish 
Naturalisation and Im-
migration Service.

-  - November 2000 Refugee Act, 1996 (as 
amended)
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functions

Number of staff Budget 2013 (€)(M) Budget 2014 (€)(M) Date of establishment Legislation

Audit committee The role of the Depart-
mental Audit Commit-
tee is as follows:

(i) A source of 
independent advice to 
Accounting Officers; 

(ii) Review the plans 
and reports of the 
Internal Audit Unit 
and quality assure the 
service provided by 
the Unit; 

(iii) Assess whether 
appropriate action is 
taken to deal with key 
issues identified by 
the Internal Audit Unit 
and in external audit 
reports; 

(iv) Examine 
and monitor the 
implementation of 
the Department’s risk 
management strategy; 

(v) Facilitate improve-
ments in internal audit 
and internal control 
through the exchange 
of information 
between

 (i)(a Departments/Of-
fices and 

(b) between the private 
and public sectors. 

5 representatives 
(4 external and one 
internal)

.369 .385 2004 N/A

Interdepartmental 
Working Group on 
Refugee Resettlement

Oversee and 
Co-ordinate the 
Refugee Resettlement 
Programme

3 members of Depart-
ment of Justice and 
Equality staff  and 
staff from other Gov-
ernment Departments

Drawn from existing 
resources

Drawn from existing 
resources

2006 N/A

Cross Departmental 
Working Groupon 
Migrant  Integration

Review Ireland’s 
Strategy on Migrant 
Integration

4 members of Depart-
ment of Justice and 
Equality staff and staff 
from other Govern-
ment Departments

N/A Drawn from existing 
resources

March 2014 N/A

Mental Health (Crimi-
nal Law) Review 
Board

The Board is a statu-
tory, independent body 
whose function is to 
review the detention of 
patients at the Central 
Mental Hospital.

3 Departmental 
support staff4 Board 
Members

.397 .396 September 2006 Criminal Law (Insan-
ity) Act 2006

Criminal Law (Insan-
ity) Act 2010

Irish Prison Service Providing safe and 
secure custody, dignity 
of care and rehabilita-
tion to prisoners for 
safer communities

3271 FTE
Not including 120.45 
HQ staff which are 
DoJ staff

329 325 Operates as an Ex-
ecutive Agency of the 
Department of Justice 
and Equality

 N/A

Inspector of Prisons The key role assigned 
to the Inspector is 
to carry out regular 
inspections of the 14 
Prisons in the State 
and to present his 
report(s) on each 
institution inspected as 
well as an Annual Re-
port to the Minister for 
Justice and Equality.

5 .388 .382 May 2007 The Office of the In-
spector of Prisons is a 
statutory, independent 
office established 
under the Prisons Act, 
2007.

Parole Board The Board’s principal 
function is to advise 
the Minister for 
Justice and Equality in 
relation to the admin-
istration of long-term 
prison sentences.

5 Departmental sup-
port staff

12 Board Members

.338 .335 April 2001 The Parole Board, 
which replaced the 
Sentence Review 
Group, was 
established on an 
administrative basis in 
April 2001.

Probation Service The role of the 
Probation Service 
is to contribute to 
public safety by the 
management of com-
munity sanctions and 
measures, the effective 
assessment and man-
agement of offenders 
and by facilitating 
the re-integration of 
ex-offenders.

395 38.12 37.30 1 January 1908Oper-
ates as an Executive 
Agency of the Depart-
ment of Justice and 
Equality

Probation of Offenders 
Act, 1907
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Number of staff Budget 2013 (€)(M) Budget 2014 (€)(M) Date of establishment Legislation

National Traveller 
Monitoring and 
Advisory Committee 
(NTMAC)

To give concentrated 
attention to achieving 
greater progress for 
Travellers with a spe-
cific remit to advise 
on policy in relation 
to the Traveller Com-
munity.

Both the National 
Traveller Monitoring 
and Advisory Com-
mittee (NTMAC) 
and the High Level 
Group on Traveller 
Issues (HLG) are sup-
ported by the Traveller 
Policy Division of the 
Department of Justice 
and Equality which 
participates in and 
provides a secretariat 
service to both groups.  
NTMAC is chaired 
by Mr Joe Horan, an 
independent chair-
person and includes 
membership from four 
national Traveller or-
ganisations along with 
a number of prominent 
individual Traveller 
representatives, Senior 
Officials from relevant 
Government Depart-
ments and agencies, 
and private sector 
interests. 

 The HLG is chaired 
by the Minister for 
State for Equality 
issues and includes 
membership from 
relevant Government 
Departments and 
agencies, and reports 
to the Senior Officials 
Group on Social 
Policy.

N/A N/A March 2007 N/A

High Level Group on 
Traveller Issues

To ensure that the 
relevant statutory 
agencies involved in 
providing the full 
range of services 
to Travellers, focus 
on improving the 
integrated practical de-
livery of such services 
and to report to the 
Senior Officials group 
on Social Policy.

See above N/A N/A  December 2003 N/A

Logan Report Imple-
mentation Group

To report to the Min-
ister for Justice and 
Equality by the end of 
the year on how the 
recommendations in 
the Logan Report are 
being implemented.

The Logan Report 
identifies a range of 
steps that need to be 
taken, including de-
tailed issues that need 
to be addressed within 
An Garda Síochána 
and the HSE/Child 
and Family Agency 
and others, as well as 
wider issues that relate 
to how public services 
generally engage with 
members of the Roma 
community.  

An Implementation 
Group was estab-
lished, chaired by the 
Department of Justice 
and Equality and 
comprising members 
from relevant Govern-
ment Departments 
and agencies, which 
is supported by the 
Traveller Policy Divi-
sion of the Department 
which participates 
in and provides a 
secretariat service.

N/A Traveller Policy Divi-
sion Budget Allocation 
for 2014:          .305

September 2014 N/A

30/09/2014WRP04400Child Abuse

30/09/2014WRP04500312. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
position regarding the investigation into a child abuse case (details supplied); the reason for the 
delay in forwarding the information from the Health Service Executive and Tusla to the person 
concerned. [36771/14]
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30/09/2014WRP04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I have requested the 
information from the Child and Family Agency and I will revert to the Deputy when this infor-
mation is to hand.

30/09/2014WRP04700Child Care Services Provision

30/09/2014WRP04800313. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the position regarding cases where payments are made to a provider but then inadvertently with-
drawn before the child becomes ineligible on age grounds; if the payments may be claimed or 
applied retrospectively, if the child is attending a preschool that is registered with the scheme; 
if a child is moved from one child care provider to another, the way his Department ensures the 
payments continue, assuming the child is in the correct age cohort and the school is registered 
with the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36848/14]

30/09/2014WRP04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Children are eligible 
to avail of the free pre-school year under the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
programme when they are aged more than 3 years 2 months and less than 4 years 7 months at 1 
September in the relevant year.

The general procedure in relation to capitation payments under the ECCE programme for 
children who move from one childcare provider to another was outlined in my Dáil reply to 
the Deputy on the 17th September 2014.  I understand that the Early Years Policies and Pro-
grammes Unit in my Department has since provided a detailed response directly to your office 
in relation to the procedures that apply to the specific issue that is of concern to you.  This Unit 
will provide further clarification on this matter if required.

30/09/2014WRP05000Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

30/09/2014WRP05100314. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
clarify the terms of reference for the inquiry into the mother and baby homes and if the terms 
of reference will include other inquiries into related institutions which have been deemed as 
having numerous deficiencies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36954/14]

30/09/2014WRP05200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): This Government is 
committed to establishing an effective Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby 
Homes in accordance with the Motion passed by this House on the 11th June.

Considerable progress has been achieved to date, including the publication of the Inter-De-
partmental Group’s Report on the 16th July and the announcement that Judge Yvonne Murphy 
will Chair this independent statutory investigation.  Discussions are being advanced with my 
Government colleagues and the Attorney General with a view to finalising our deliberations on 
the terms of reference in early course.  It is my intention to bring a Memorandum to Govern-
ment as quickly as possible setting out the proposed Terms of Reference and to return to the 
Houses with a draft order to establish the Commission.

Given the breadth and complexity of the issues involved, as evidenced from the Inter-De-
partmental Group’s report, it is clear that precise terms of reference are required to ensure the 
Commission is set up on the most sound footing possible.  The investigation needs to be broad 
enough and inclusive enough to give us an understanding of the issues but precise enough to 
facilitate completion in a timely and cost effective way.
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More generally, our approach should have regard to the facts established through recent 
inquiries into related institutions, and the general experience gained in conducting similar in-
vestigations into matters of public importance.  Establishing an investigation which is capable 
of delivering on public expectations and effectively addressing these important matters in a 
sensitive and timely manner must be our primary concern.

This is a complex task and, at this critical stage in the process to establish a Commission, 
it is appropriate to take the necessary time for detailed consultation and drafting.  I am plan-
ning to have further engagement with a number of stakeholders in the coming weeks in order 
to update them on the emerging issues and to seek their further views as matters progress.  To 
do otherwise would not be in the best interests of the mothers and children most concerned or 
serve the wider public interest.

30/09/2014WRP05300Homelessness Strategy

30/09/2014WRP05400315. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the actions 
he has undertaken to tackle youth homelessness. [36456/14]

30/09/2014WRP05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department com-
missioned the Centre for Effective Services (CES) to undertake a review of the implementation 
of the Youth Homelessness Strategy, 2001 to establish the extent that the strategy has been suc-
cessful and to identify any blockages or challenges to its implementation.  The report found that 
there have been significant improvements in the service response to homelessness of children 
and this has contributed to a decrease in the number of children presenting to services as being 
homeless.

It should of course be noted that policy responsibility for homeless young people, insofar as 
it extends to my Department, relates to children under 18 and any child welfare and protection 
concerns that may arise in the context of the Child Care Act 1991.  Young people who are home-
less, either singly or as part of a family unit and not falling within this category are the respon-
sibility of the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government and local 
authorities.  Young people who were formerly in the care of the State and presently in receipt 
of aftercare services will, as part of this support, have their accommodation needs identified.

Children under 16 who present as being homeless to emergency services are taken into care. 
Children aged 16 and 17 may be taken into care, or provided a service under Section 5 of the 
Child Care Act 1991.  Such children are typically more challenging to care for as they may be 
out of school; have experienced neglect and serious family discord; problematic drug use; have 
mental health or learning difficulties.  These children often wish to be only involved with peers 
and they may be less inclined to engage with social work services.  Services need to provide 
early and flexible options to engage with these children and to support them beyond their 18th 
birthday.

Aftercare is the planning and support put in place to meet the needs of a young person who 
is leaving statutory care at 18 years of age, to assist him/her in making the transition to inde-
pendent living.  The children most vulnerable to homelessness as care leavers are those leaving 
residential care or short term foster care placements.  Children, who come into care late, in their 
mid to late teens, may not have developed the relationships with staff or aftercare workers that 
helps them achieve positive outcomes.  It is essential that these young people have an oppor-
tunity to develop a relationship with a dedicated aftercare worker who will work with them to 
identify their needs and ensure that services are in place to help provide them with the stability 
and support they need.

Furthermore, as the Deputy will be aware, it has been decided to strengthen the legislative 
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provisions regarding aftercare.  This is in response to concerns that there was insufficient focus 
in this area and that such planning was not taking place on a properly structured and consistent 
basis.

The prioritisation of services for young people receiving aftercare is considered in the con-
text of the statutory and administrative criteria and rules relating to State provision of services 
and the requirement of all State bodies to provide services in accordance with resources avail-
able to them.  The Agency and officials of the DCYA have been and continue to explore these 
matters further with the relevant Departments and agencies, on a bi-lateral basis, to continue to 
support the improvement of aftercare for this vulnerable cohort.

The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health and Children, at its sitting on 1 April, considered 
the draft aftercare provisions.  The Committee’s report on the Bill was made available to the 
Department in mid-July and is currently under consideration, prior to refining the text of the 
provisions in conjunction with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel.

30/09/2014WRQ0010030/09/2014WRQ00150Child and Family Agency Staff

30/09/2014WRQ00200316. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 751 of 17 September 2014, if he will provide a breakdown 
on a regional basis of the number of social worker vacancies in each region; and the number of 
the 100 current vacancies which are vacant due to maternity leave. [36470/14]

30/09/2014WRQ00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The following table 
presents details on the number of social work posts at various stages of recruitment and of ma-
ternity leave by region across the Child and Family Agency. It should be noted that the reply to 
Parliamentary Question No. 751 stated there were 100 posts currently on offer to candidates or 
under active recruitment and that in addition there were a further 48 posts awaiting recruitment 
approval.  I have since been advised by the Agency that the full 148 posts are now approved for 
filling and at various stages of the recruitment process.

Child and Family Agency 
(Region)

Posts approved for filling 
and at various stages of the 
recruitment process

Social Work Numbers cur-
rently on Maternity Leave

Dublin Mid Leinster 44 29
Dublin North East 46 23
South 27 17
West 31 14
TOTAL 148 83

30/09/2014WRQ00350Adoption Records Provision

30/09/2014WRQ00400317. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of persons waiting for an appointment with the adoption information and tracing ser-
vice in the years 2013 and to date in 2014, with a breakdown based on each regional team. 
[36471/14]

30/09/2014WRQ00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Child and Fam-
ily Agency has advised that as of the end of June 2014 there were 750 people on the waiting 
list nationally to receive adoption information and tracing services. The Agency advises that 
validated data on waiting times by regional team is unavailable at this time. I have asked the 
Agency to supply this information and will forward it to the Deputy as soon as it is received 
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from the Agency.

30/09/2014WRQ00550Child Detention Centres

30/09/2014WRQ00600318. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will report to Dáil Éireann on the progress achieved to date in refurbishing and extending Ober-
stown House; and the remand arrangements that will be put in place at the newly refurbished 
detention centre. [36472/14]

30/09/2014WRQ00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): There is a commitment 
in the Programme for Government to end the practice of detaining children in adult prison fa-
cilities, which under the Children Act 2001 means all young people up to the age of 18 years.  
This will be met in full later this year when the extension of the Oberstown campus results in 
the transfer of responsibility for 17 year old boys from the adult prison system to the children 
detention schools.  

Following the appointment of a main contractor and a number of sub-contractors, construc-
tion on the Oberstown development project started on site on 23 September 2013.  The project 
will provide sufficient new detention places to enable the extension of the child care model 
of detention to all under 18 year olds ordered to be remanded or committed by the courts on 
criminal justice charges.  I am advised that the first 3 units of residential accommodation are 
scheduled to be delivered by the end of this year, in order to facilitate the transfer of responsi-
bility for 17 year old boys from the adult prison system.  A further 3 residential units, to be de-
livered in 2015, will replace existing detention buildings used by Oberstown Boys School and 
Oberstown Girls School which have reached the end of their useful life.  The Office of Public 
Works (OPW) is overseeing the delivery of the project on behalf of my Department with the 
main contractor involved, BAM Building Ltd.  

Once the new development is in place all children up to the age of 18 on admission who are 
remanded in custody on criminal charges will be detained at the Oberstown Campus.  Remand 
in custody to a children detention facility falls under section 88 of the Children Act 2001.  Sec-
tion 88(8) of that Act provides that those being detained on remand will, as far as is practicable 
and where it is in the best interests of the child, be kept separate from children being detained 
who are serving a sentence of detention.  This provision will inform the location of children on 
an operational basis when the new detention facilities are in use.  Children being detained on 
remand will also have access to medical, educational and recreational facilities appropriate to 
their needs.

30/09/2014WRQ00750Children in Care

30/09/2014WRQ00800319. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide a full breakdown of the number of children placed in institutions outside of Ireland 
under a special care order granted by the High Court during 2013 and to date in 2014 with de-
tails of the various locations and countries in which the children were placed; the duration of 
each placement; and the cost to the State of each placement. [36473/14]

30/09/2014WRQ00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Under the Child Care 
Act, 1991 and the Child and Family Agency Act 2013, the Child and Family Agency has a duty 
to promote the welfare of children who are not receiving adequate care or protection. The policy 
of the Agency is to place children in care settings, preferably in foster care, as close as possible 
to their home and community.

A very small minority of young people under 18 years of age have highly specialised needs 
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arising from severe behaviour difficulties, due to their childhood experiences or in some cases 
as a result of injury, accident or disability. The care needs of these young people are generally 
met by directly provided residential services or services commissioned by the Agency within 
Ireland. 

For a small number of young people, the Agency is on occasion required to make arrange-
ments for their placement in care and treatment facilities outside of the State, primarily in the 
UK, to allow for access to an individually tailored mix of care and therapeutic services and 
psychiatric treatment not currently available in this country. This is done on as infrequent a 
basis as possible and only where such placement is considered to be in the best interest of the 
child.  Placements where a child will be detained are made under the order and supervision of 
the High Court.

The Agency ensures that these placements are suitable and the child’s social worker visits 
regularly and makes arrangements for family or carers of the child to also visit. 

The units in which the children are placed are inspected and regulated by their national au-
thorities and the Agency is attentive to the standards of care delivered in these specialised units.  
The level of requirement for these services is closely monitored by the Agency.  

The Child and Family Agency has provided the following data in relation to the children/
young people who have been placed in secure Out of State placements from 1 January 2014 to 
11 July 2014:

1/1/2014 – 11/7/2014 Age Gender
St. Andrews, Northampton 18 F
St. Andrews, Northampton 17 M
 St. Andrews, Northampton 17 M
 Kibble, Scotland 18 M
 Boystown, Nebraska 18 M
 St. Marys, Scotland 17 M
St. Andrews, Northampton 16 M
St. Andrews, Northampton 17 M
St. Andrews, Northampton 16 M
St. Andrews, Northampton 15 M
St. Andrews, Northampton 16 M
St. Andrews, Northampton 13 M

I have been advised by the Agency that the cost of placements for children on special care 
orders in secure placements out of State can cost up to €8,500 per week.

I have requested the outstanding information requested by the Deputy from the Agency and 
will forward this information once it becomes available.

30/09/2014WRQ00950Child and Family Agency Expenditure

30/09/2014WRQ01000320. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 255 of 12 June 2014, if he will provide in detail the expenses claimed 
by members of staff attending Health Service Executive child care conferences; his views on 
the number of staff attending these conferences; and the section of the HSE to which they are 
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affiliated. [36576/14]

30/09/2014WRQ01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service mat-
ter, I have asked the Child and Family Agency to respond directly to the Deputy with the most 
up-to-date information.

30/09/2014WRQ01150Child Care Services Funding

30/09/2014WRQ01200321. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the funding 
available for the establishment of community after-school services; the application process; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36776/14]

30/09/2014WRQ01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Capital funding in the 
region of €420 million was provided to community and commercial child care providers in 
the period 2000 to 2008 for the refurbishment and development of child care facilities under 
the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP) and the National Childcare Investment 
Programme (NCIP).  Many of these facilities provide after-school child care services.  Because 
of the economic difficulties it has not been possible to provide any substantial capital funding 
to support developments in the child care sector since 2009.

Capital funding of €2.5 million is being provided in the current year under the Early Years 
Capital Programme 2014 for the maintenance and upgrade of community/not-for-profit child 
care services.  The objective of this funding is to ensure that previously-funded community fa-
cilities remain fit-for-purpose, maintain and improve quality, and to make community services 
more efficient and sustainable through improving the energy rating of these facilities.  

There is currently no capital funding available for the establishment of community after-
school services.

Information on the location of facilities providing after-school child care services may be 
obtained from the City or County Childcare Committee in each county.

30/09/2014WRQ01350Family Support Services

30/09/2014WRQ01400322. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his 
plans to provide mainstream revenue funding in respect of a centre (details supplied) in County 
Dublin in 2015 following the termination of start-up funding at the end of 2014. [36831/14]

30/09/2014WRQ01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Balgaddy Child and 
Family Centre has sought to be included within the Family Resource Centre Programme oper-
ated by the Child and Family Agency. The Programme is closed at present to new applications.  
I understand that discussions have been held between the Agency and the Centre and that a 
further meeting is due to take place in October to discuss the matter. 

Balgaddy Child and Family Centre has been in receipt of funding from a philanthropic or-
ganisation and this funding arrangement is due to cease from 2015 onwards.

30/09/2014WRQ01550Bullying of Children

30/09/2014WRQ01600323. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the posi-
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tion regarding bullying allegations by Athletics Ireland and ignoring the code of ethics, Chil-
dren First, and duty of care in respect of a family (details supplied) in Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36859/14]

30/09/2014WRQ01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): At the outset, I wish to 
emphasise that each Government Department retains responsibility for child protection within 
its own sector. While my Department is aware of this family’s complaint against a sporting 
club, and their concerns regarding how it was dealt with by a number of sporting regulatory 
bodies, this complaint is a matter for the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, and that 
Department has been actively engaged in the issues concerned.

My Department is aware of the complaint as members of the family have contacted the 
Children First Interdepartmental Group which is under the aegis of my Department, in rela-
tion to this matter. The family have been advised that the Group does not deal with individual 
complaints and allegations, and that its function relates to cross departmental and cross-sectoral 
matters relating to child welfare and protection. 

My officials have been advised that members of the family have met with officials from a 
number of sporting regulatory bodies in an effort to resolve their complaint. In addition, the 
family have met with officials from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, which 
included that Department’s representative on the Children First Interdepartmental Group. Fol-
lowing this meeting, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport briefed the Children First 
Interdepartmental Group on the issues raised at the meeting, which included quality assuring 
the implementation of, and compliance with, Children First. These broader issues, which do fall 
under the remit of the Interdepartmental Group, are actively being dealt with by the Group on 
an ongoing basis, and the family have been advised of this. 

Finally, I would like to reiterate a general reminder that if any person does develop a con-
cern about the welfare of a child or about the risk any adult may pose to a child, or children, 
these should be reported immediately to the Child and Family Agency, and the family in this 
case have been so advised.

30/09/2014WRQ01750Departmental Functions

30/09/2014WRQ01800324. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in 
view of his decision to transfer questions submitted last week by this Deputy to the Department 
of Health, if he will indicate the areas of child welfare he is responsible for or has an interest in; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36913/14]

30/09/2014WRQ01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I can assure the Deputy 
that concern for child welfare in the broadest sense is at the heart of my responsibilities here 
as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. I lead a small Department and part of my role is to 
bring together the effort across all aspects of Government in achieving better outcomes for chil-
dren. This vision is articulated in Better Outcomes Brighter Futures,the National Policy Frame-
work for Children and Young People, published earlier this year. This whole of government 
policy framework  establishes a shared set of National Outcomes and requires Government De-
partments and State agencies to work together in an integrated way along with non-government 
organisations to achieve better outcomes for children and young people.

My Department is taking a lead role in the cross-sectoral implementation of the Children 
First National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children. A Children First Imple-
mentation Inter-Departmental Group, which involves all of the key Government Departments 
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together with the Child and Family Agency and An Garda Síochána is chaired by officials 
from my Department. The purpose of the Group is to promote the importance of Children First 
compliance across Government and to ensure a consistent approach is adopted. It should be 
noted that the Children First Bill, 2014, which is currently progressing through the Oireachtas, 
includes a provision to place this Group on a statutory basis. 

The establishment of and responsibility for the Child and Family Agency is central to my 
Department’s responsibilities. The Child and Family Agency Act 2013 sets out the Agency’s 
functions as supporting the development, welfare and protection of children and the effec-
tive functioning of families.  I also have a range of responsibilities concerning the welfare of 
children arising from various functions transferred to it on and since the establishment of the 
Department under transfer of functions orders. These include my responsibility through the 
Children Act 2001 for the welfare of children who are detained by order of the Courts in the 
Children Detention Schools at Oberstown. 

My decision to transfer two questions that were submitted by the Deputy last week to the 
Department of Health was simply a factual matter of legal responsibility. The Child and Ado-
lescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) are the responsibility of the Health Service Execu-
tive (HSE) and policy responsibility in respect of CAMHS rests with the Minister for Health. 
CAMHS did not transfer to the newly established Child and Family Agency, Tusla, which was 
established on 1st January 2014.  It simply does not come under my remit and I had no wish 
to waste the Deputy’s time in replying to a question for which I did not have responsibility. By 
transferring his questions to the Department of Health, I would hope that the Deputy received 
the replies that he sought.

30/09/2014WRQ01950Proposed Legislation

30/09/2014WRQ02000325. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
provide an update on his legislative proposals; and the proposals that will be brought before the 
Oireachtas. [36922/14]

30/09/2014WRQ02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I have an extensive 
legislative programme to address child protection issues which fall within my remit as Minister 
for Children and Youth Affairs.

The Children First Bill, which will put aspects of the Children First National Guidance on a 
statutory basis, was initiated in Dail Eireann and the second Stage debate concluded in the last 
Dail session.  It is intended that this Bill will be enacted during this Dail session. 

It is my intention to publish the Children (Amendment) Bill 2014 during this Oireachtas 
term.  The Bill will provide for necessary amendments to the Children Act 2001.  In particular, 
it will provide for the amalgamation of the children detention schools in the interests of cost/
administrative efficiencies and the public interest.  The Bill will also provide for a system of 
remission in the children detention schools for good behaviour, a number of amendments to 
remove references to the detention of children in the adult prison system and other necessary 
legal changes.  A General Scheme for this Bill was approved by Government in April 2013 and 
a revised General Scheme was approved on 10 September 2014.  

I intend to bring forward the Adoption (Tracing and Information) Bill to provide a statutory 
basis for an Information and Tracing Service to applicants seeking information about adoptions 
and a statutory right to as much information as possible within Constitutional parameters.  The 
Heads of Bill and General Scheme is currently being drafted and the policy and legal issues 
arising continue to be considered.  Some legal considerations have given rise to a revised ap-
proach to dealing with some of the complex and sensitives issues being addressed in the Bill.  It 
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is intended that the Heads of Bill and General Scheme will be referred to the Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Health and Children during this Dail session. 

It is also my intention to bring forward the Child Care (Amendment) Bill which aims to 
impose a statutory obligation on the Child and Family Agency to provide an aftercare plan 
for children leaving care. The General Scheme was referred to the joint Oireachtas Commit-
tee on Health and Children earlier this year and the report of the Committee was received by 
my Department in mid July. Consideration is currently being given by my Department to the 
recommendations of the Committee with a view to finalising the policy approach in this matter, 
following which, I will seek Government approval for a revised General Scheme in this matter. 

The General Scheme and Heads of Bill of the Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2012 were pub-
lished in the context of the Children’s Referendum. On the signing of the certificate of the 
31st Amendment to the Constitution, it is my intention to publish this Bill and present it to the 
Oireachtas.

30/09/2014WRQ02150Referendum Expenditure

30/09/2014WRQ02200326. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 186 of 7 November 2012, if he will provide a further breakdown 
of the costs associated with the children’s referendum; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36923/14]

30/09/2014WRQ02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The provision of €3 
million in the Vote of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs for 2012 relating to the 
holding of a Constitutional Referendum on Children’s Rights was utilised as follows:

€1.9 million was allocated to the Referendum Commission for the performance of its statu-
tory functions.  The details of the use of that allocation were set out in its post referendum report 
published by the Commission in May 2013.  There was an unspent balance of €193,477.72 
which was refunded to my Department in 2013 and surrendered to the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform as an Extra Exchequer Receipt.

 The balance of €1.1 million was available to fund my Department’s public information 
activities.  The breakdown of that expenditure is as follows:

Area of Expenditure Cost 
Development and maintenance of the website 11,040.11
Design and printing of the information booklet 235,759.37
Delivery of information booklets 225,027.01
Behaviour and Attitudes research 103,011.98
MKC Communications consultants 32,349.65
Broadcast media production and advertising (KD Nine) 164,725.29
Print media advertising (Brindley Advertising) 247,515.95
Dr Geoffrey Shannon (advice on adoption) 8,237.19
Press Office costs (e.g. transcripts) 7,410.67
Sundries 1,056.88
Total Expenditure 1,036,134.10 

30/09/2014WRQ02350National Lottery Funding Applications

30/09/2014WRQ02400327. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
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position regarding a grant application submitted by a school (details supplied) in Dublin 17. 
[36932/14]

30/09/2014WRQ02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has a 
funding provision this year of some €900,000 in respect of National Lottery Funding. In excess 
of 800 applications for grant support have been received from individuals, groups and organisa-
tions. The current value of these applications amounts to approximately €8 million which far 
exceeds the available resources. The organisation to which the Deputy refers is one of these 
applications.  

I am sure the Deputy will appreciate that, in the circumstances, it will not be possible to 
assist all applications. However, the assessment process is ongoing and all applicants will be 
informed of the outcome as soon as final decisions have been made.

30/09/2014WRQ02550Child Protection Services

30/09/2014WRQ02600328. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the action 
he has taken to address the fact that thousands of cases concerning children at risk have not yet 
been allocated a social worker; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37093/14]

30/09/2014WRQ02700329. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the action 
he has taken following comments by the Ombudsman for Children that safe social work is not 
possible in some parts of the country due to the size of the caseloads facing individual social 
workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37094/14]

30/09/2014WRQ02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 328 and 329 together.

A report prepared by the Child and Family Agency – “Measuring the Pressure” - indicates 
that at the end of June 2014, the Agency was providing 19,766 children with a social work ser-
vice.  The Report also highlights the increasing service challenge facing the Agency, with 9,548 
cases waiting to be allocated to a dedicated social worker.  

Approximately one third of these, (3,240 cases), were deemed to be high priority. These 
cases represent a mix of new referrals that need further assessment and social work input, as 
well as children known to the Agency who need a continuing social work service.  I am assured 
by the Agency that emergency cases are dealt with immediately and that high priority cases are 
kept under review.  We must ensure that the most vulnerable children in our society receive a 
timely and appropriate response.

Currently, 94% of children in care have an allocated Social Worker.

The data and analysis contained in “Measuring the Pressure” provides critical management 
information to assist the Agency in service planning and resource allocation. 

The Agency is in receipt of funding of €6.7m this year to alleviate identified service pres-
sures and to support the continuing implementation of the reform programme across children 
and family services.  

This funding is being targeted at a number of areas, including the replacement of staff on 
maternity leave by way of  a 12 month temporary contract. Latest figures indicate that at the end 
of August, 164 staff were on maternity leave, 82 of whom were social workers. The Agency is 
also finalising proposals for the introduction of a guaranteed and protected one year induction 
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programme for newly qualified social workers. 

The Agency recruited 106 social workers up to the end of August this year and a further 148 
posts are at various stages of recruitment.  

The initiatives described above are designed to assist the Agency in responding to identified 
service pressures and to provide for a targeted response to such pressures, taking account of 
identified need and available resources.

30/09/2014WRQ02850Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRQ02900330. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will pro-
vide in tabular form all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups under 
his Department’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at same; the 
budget of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of the agen-
cies or organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive their 
powers. [37200/14]

30/09/2014WRQ03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The information is set 
out in the following table. 

Agency/Org/
Body

Core Duties/
Functions

Staff Budget 
2013

Proposed Budget 2014 Established Legislation

Child and Fam-
ily Agency

Child Welfare 
and  Protec-
tion Services; 
Services previ-
ously delivered 
by the Family 
Support Agency 
and the National 
Educational 
and  Welfare 
Board; Preschool  
Inspection; Ser-
vices; Domestic, 
sexual and 
gender based 
violence 
services; Com-
munity based 
services related 
to the psycho-
logical welfare 
of children and 
families

3,454 WTEs N/A Agency 
established 
in 2014

The funding allocation 
for the Agency in 2014 
amounts to €609m. 
this includes a current 
provision of €602m and a 
capital allocation of €7m

01/01/2014 The Child 
and fam-
ily Agency 
Act 2013 
was signed 
into law in 
December 
2013

Board of Man-
agement of the 
Children’s De-
tention Schools, 
Oberstown, 
Lusk, Co.Dublin

Management of 
the Children De-
tention Schools 

188 WTEs Current 
€15.9m

Current €17.9mCapi-
tal project €56m over 
2013-15 for construction 
of new national children 
detention facilities at 
Oberstown campus.

Originally 
established as 
reformatory 
schools under 
the Children 
Act 1908 and 
became Children 
Detention 
Schools on 
commencement 
of Part 10 of 
the Children 
Act 2001, as 
amended, on 1 
March 2007

Children Act 
2001
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Agency/Org/
Body

Core Duties/
Functions

Staff Budget 
2013

Proposed Budget 2014 Established Legislation

Ombudsman for 
Children

Promoting the 
welfare and 
rights of chil-
dren; Respond-
ing to individ-
ual complaints; 
Establishing 
mechanisms for 
regular consulta-
tion with chil-
dren; Advising 
the Government 
on policies and 
services

10 WTEs €1.88m €1.88m 2004 Ombudsman 
for Children 
Act 2002

Adoption Au-
thority of Ireland

Implementing 
the Adoption 
Act 2010, public 
policy relating 
to adoption 
and Ireland’s 
adherence  to the 
Hague Conven-
tion in relation 
to inter-country 
adoption.

25 WTEs €2,648m €2,594m 2010 Adoption Act 
2010

In addition, I should mention Gaisce, The Presidents Award.  This is not a State Body as 
such and is not established under Statute but is a limited company set up under the Companies 
Acts. Gaisce was incorporated as a limited company in 1996 and holds charitable status. It is 
governed by its Articles and Memorandum of Association. The Council comprising of 15 mem-
bers, including the Chair, are appointed by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs and it is 
funded through the Department’s Vote with an annual budget of €0.63m for each of 2013 and 
2014.  The current Council was appointed in March 2012 for a 3 year term.

As to the working groups under my Department’s remit, there is a considerable range.  Most 
such groups do not have full time staff but are supported by staff of my and other Departments 
and of partner organisations as part of their wider duties. Many do not have an allocated budget 
and operate on a non-statutory basis. 

The Children First Interdepartmental Group (CFIDG) was established in 2011 to promote 
the importance of compliance across Government with Children First, National Guidance for 
the Protection and Welfare of Children. In 2014, a CFIDG Sub Group on Current and Planned 
Child Protection Measures was established to conduct a review of current and planned child 
protection mechanisms in the school system to assess the extent to which issues identified in the 
Louise O’Keeffe judgement have been addressed in the period since 1973. These groups do not 
have full time staff, annual budgets and were not established by legislation.

To give a range of examples from the Youth area alone:

 -  The National Youth Strategy Task Group was  set up in 2014 in consultation with the 
National Youth Work Advisory Committee to support the Department in the development of the 
National Youth Strategy. It comprises representatives of Government departments, business , 
academic and youth sectors;

-  The National Youth Work Advisory Committee was appointed from January 2013 under 
section 17 of the Youth Work Act 2001. The terms of reference involved advice to the Minister 
in relation to: the Irish EU Youth Presidency Programme; links between Youth Work sector and 
Tusla; and the National Youth Strategy. Its operational costs during 2013 were €9,364.08 and it 
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has a budget of €12k for 2014.

-  The National Working Group on Structured Dialogue was established in 2009 to inform 
and assist in the development of Ireland’s consultation process with young people at local, re-
gional and national level. The consultation process is funded by the EU Commission. DCYA’s 
contribution to operational costs for 2013 amounted to  €19,666.85 and for 2014 was €24,500;

-  The National Quality Standards Framework (NQSF) Implementation Group was estab-
lished in 2010 to provide to the implementation of the NQSF and Quality Standards for volun-
teer-led youth groups;

-  The Quality Standards Training and Resource Development Task Group was set up in 
2011 to assist the Department in ensuring that training supports and resources for the Youth 
Services sector are developed and made available in the most effective and cohesive manner;

-  The National Youth Arts Programme partnership exists since 1999 to inform the direc-
tion of the National Youth Arts Programme and to monitor the implementation plan of the pro-
gramme.  The programme involves training the youth sector in youth arts. Operational Costs 
associated with programme, €63,954 in 2013 and €61,556 in 2014;

-  The National Youth Health Programme partnership exists since 1994 to develop the di-
rection of the National Youth Health Programme and monitor the implementation plan. Opera-
tional Costs associated with the programme were €83,792 in 2013 and €80,792 in 2014.

In relation to the Area Based Childhood (ABC) Programmes, two working groups operate 
without budget and on a non-statutory basis:

-  The Area Based Childhood (ABC) Programme Project Team was set up in February 2013 
to oversee the implementation of the ABC Programme.  

-  The Area Based Childhood (ABC) Programme Working Group was established in March 
2013 to support the work of the ABC Project Team and undertake the evaluation process of the 
ABC Programme.

The recently published National Policy Framework for Children and Young People Better 
Outcomes Brighter Futures involves cross departmental working groups to advance the com-
mitments in the Framework, neither of which have allocated staff or budget and neither of 
which are established under any legislation: 

-  The Children and Young People’s Policy Consortium was set up in April 2013 to have 
oversight and drive cross-Government implementation of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures 
and its supporting strategies, and to report annually to Government on progress achieved.

-  The Sponsors Group is a Sub-group of the Policy Consortium was set up in 2013 to 
actively drive implementation of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures and provide a forum for 
problem-solving.   

The Children and Young People Services Committee Task Group was established by DCYA 
in September 2014 with a view to prioritising key issues to be addressed in the strategic and 
operational development of Children Services Committees. This group has no staff, no budget 
and was not established under any legislation.

I should point out to the Deputy that this is not an exhaustive list but I hope I have conveyed 
sufficient information to respond to the Deputy’s question.
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30/09/2014WRQ03050Medical Card Eligibility

30/09/2014WRQ03100331. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health in respect of qualification for 
a medical card under the EU scheme, whether a person is considered subject to Irish social 
security legislation if that person’s partner or spouse is in receipt of a contributory Irish social 
welfare payment or is engaged in work here and subject to PRSI. [36631/14]

30/09/2014WRQ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Regulation (EC) 883/2004 deals with the 
coordination of social security, including health care, for those moving within the European 
Union.  Under its provisions, persons residing in Ireland who are attached to the social security 
system of another member state, are entitled to receive health care services in Ireland at the cost 
of that member state provided they are not subject to Irish social security legislation. Persons 
in this category are entitled to full eligibility and receive a medical card as evidence of their 
entitlement. 

The Health Service Executive operates under the legislative framework of the Health Act of 
1970, as subsequently amended. In the interest of probity, the HSE is obliged to ensure that a 
person’s eligibility is correctly recorded in line with the eligibility legislation and the national 
guidelines. The HSE aims to ensure that every person who is entitled to a medical card or a GP 
visit card is given the opportunity to avail of his or her entitlement. 

In assessing an application under the EU Regulations the HSE will establish if the person is 
subject to Irish social security legislation.  A person is considered subject to Irish social security 
legislation if s/he is in receipt of a contributory Irish social welfare payment or engaged in work 
in Ireland and subject to PRSI.  If so, the person will not qualify for a medical card under EU 
legislation, but may qualify for a means-tested medical card under national legislation. 

The person applying for the medical card under the EU Regulations may do so in respect of 
themselves alone if they consider they meet the above requirements even where their partner/
spouse is in receipt of a contributory Irish social welfare payment or engaged in work here and 
subject to PRSI.

30/09/2014WRQ03250Emergency Planning

30/09/2014WRQ03300332. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will develop a national 
response plan in respect of the Ebola outbreak which is a global health risk; if such a plan will 
incorporate civil society groups, health professionals and military personnel; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37156/14]

30/09/2014WRQ03400464. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which steps 
have been taken here to prevent an outbreak or the spread of Ebola or other infections; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37143/14]

30/09/2014WRQ03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 332 and 
464 together.

Emergency Planning in Ireland is structured around the “Lead Government Department” 
principle.  There are currently 41 emergency types, each with a Lead Government Department 
(LGD) set out in Annex ‘A’ to Strategic Emergency Planning Guidance.  The Government 
Department that is responsible for an activity in normal conditions retains that responsibility 
during a major emergency.  When an emergency occurs it is the responsibility of the relevant 
lead Government Department to chair the National Co-ordination Group (NCG) which deals 
with the relevant emergency.
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The Department of Health is currently the LGD for two emergency types:

-  Pandemic influenza and other public health emergencies

-  Biological incidents (where incident is primarily s public health incident).

Consequently my Department would be responsible for calling and chairing a meeting of 
the National Co-ordination Group should this be necessary for dealing with issues arising from 
any outbreak of pandemic influenza or other public health emergencies.

EU Decision No 1082/2013/EU of the European Parliament on serious cross-border threats 
to health agreed under the Irish Presidency came into force in November, 2013.  The Decision 
provides a coherent framework for tackling all serious cross-border public health threats by 
addressing three main areas: preparedness and response planning; risk monitoring and assess-
ment; risk management and crisis communication.

The Health Service Executive Emerging Viral Threats Group and the Ebola Scientific Advi-
sory Group have met recently to review the situation and approve national guidance for Ebola 
and other emerging viral threats to health.  The Health Protection Surveillance Centre has is-
sued this guidance to hospitals and GPs, including an algorithm for the assessment of viral 
haemorrhagic fevers (VHFs), clinical assessment forms and advice for health care workers, 
including humanitarian aid workers, returning to or coming to Ireland following travel from an 
area affected by the Ebola Virus Disease.  The situation continues to be monitored.

In conclusion, considerable public health planning is underway with a range of bodies and 
professionals in relation to the implications of the Ebola emergency in West Africa.

30/09/2014WRQ03550Medical Consent

30/09/2014WRQ03600333. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to put the right to informed 
consent and voluntary refusal on a statutory footing in view of the Hamilton v. the Health Ser-
vice Executive ruling, which contradicts a principle already part of the Irish national consent 
policy. [36748/14]

30/09/2014WRQ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Consent refers to the giving of permission 
for an intervention or receipt or use of a service. The principle of informed consent in health 
care practice is set out in the HSE’s National Consent Policy, an extensive body of Irish case 
law, as well as specific guidelines and regulations for individual health care and social care 
professionals.

The HSE National Consent Policy provides one overarching policy to guide all staff in both 
the medical and social care spheres. The HSE National Consent Policy states that consent must 
be obtained before starting treatment and states that this requirement is consistent with funda-
mental ethical principles, with good practice in communication and decision-making, as well as 
with national health and social care policy. This policy was launched in June 2013 by Minister 
James Reilly.

The requirement for informed consent to be obtained for medical examination or treatment 
is well established in Irish case law. In addition, the Medical Council’s Guide to Professional 
Conduct and Ethics outlines detailed requirements in relation to the informed consent process. 
The regulatory frameworks for other health care professionals, including those of the Nursing 
and Midwifery Board of Ireland, include similar arrangements in relation to requirements for 
obtaining informed consent. Further, informed consent is also recognised as a prerequisite to 
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treatment in international and European human rights law as well as under the Irish Constitu-
tion. Knowledge of the importance of obtaining consent is expected of all staff employed or 
contracted by the HSE. I would expect the general principles articulated in the HSE National 
Consent Policy to be upheld. 

In relation to the Hamilton v Health Service Executive case I do not accept the assertion 
from the Parliamentary Question that there is a gap in the existing regulation of the informed 
consent process. While not wishing to comment in detail on individual legal cases, I understand 
Mr Justice Ryan stated that in his view the plaintiff had consented to the procedure. In any 
event, I do not accept that the ruling in the case represents a departure from existing require-
ments to obtain a person’s informed consent prior to a medical examination or treatment and 
have no current plans to legislate in this area.

30/09/2014WRR0010030/09/2014WRR00200Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRR00300334. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
determination of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36452/14]

30/09/2014WRR00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRR00500Nursing Home Accommodation

30/09/2014WRR00600335. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the plans being put in place 
by the Health Service Executive for the Sacred Heart Hospital in Roscommon town, County 
Roscommon, the Plunkett Home in Boyle, County Roscommon, Áras Mháthair Phóil, Cas-
tlerea, County Roscommon, and St. Patrick’s, Carrick-on-Shannon, County Roscommon, in 
view of community nursing units having to comply with new Health Information and Quality 
Authority recommendations coming into effect in 2015. [36457/14]

30/09/2014WRR00700336. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the funding plans being put 
in place by the Health Service Executive for the Sacred Heart Hospital in Roscommon town, 
County Roscommon, the Plunkett Home in Boyle, County Roscommon, Áras Mháthair Phóil, 
Castlerea, County Roscommon, and St. Patrick’s, Carrick-on-Shannon, County Roscommon, in 
view of community nursing units having to comply with new Health Information and Quality 
Authority recommendations coming into effect in 2015. [36458/14]

30/09/2014WRR00800337. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health when discussions will take 
place regarding funding and plans between the Health Service Executive and stakeholders in-
volved with the Sacred Heart Hospital in Roscommon town, County Roscommon, the Plunkett 
Home in Boyle, County Roscommon, Áras Mháthair Phóil, Castlerea, County Roscommon, 
and St. Patrick’s, Carrick-on-Shannon, County Roscommon, in view of community nursing 
units having to comply with new Health Information and Quality Authority recommendations 
coming into effect in 2015. [36459/14]
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30/09/2014WRR00900338. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the criteria used by the Health 
Service Executive in terms of allocating 2014 capital funding for Health Information and Quality 
Authority compliance works for community nursing units, including the Sacred Heart Hospital 
in Roscommon town, County Roscommon, the Plunkett Home in Boyle, County Roscommon, 
Áras Mháthair Phóil, Castlerea, County Roscommon, and St. Patrick’s, Carrick-on-Shannon, 
County Roscommon. [36460/14]

30/09/2014WRR01000339. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
has costed the Health Information and Quality Authority compliance works required to upgrade 
the Sacred Heart Hospital in Roscommon town, County Roscommon, the Plunkett Home in 
Boyle, County Roscommon, Áras Mháthair Phóil, Castlerea, County Roscommon and St. Pat-
rick’s, Carrick-on-Shannon, County Roscommon. [36461/14]

30/09/2014WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 335 to 339, inclusive, together.

All nursing homes are subject to the same core standards and regulations in relation to qual-
ity and safety in order to ensure the well-being of their residents.

All public nursing homes are currently registered with the Health Information and Quality 
Authority.  However given the age of public facilities (25% are over 100 years) a significant 
number of public facilities face particular challenges in relation to their physical structure.  
Given that demand for capital investment far exceeds the funding available investment must be 
allocated as objectively as possible based on the HSE’s assessment of priorities.  Currently the 
funding for the Services for Older People programme focuses on the upgrade and refurbishment 
of existing facilities to achieve HIQA compliance.    

Work is underway on the next multi-annual capital plan for the period 2015-2019 and the 
needs and priorities in relation to the CNU programme will be considered again in this context. 
However there is limited funding available for new projects given the level of commitments and 
the costs to completion already in place.

30/09/2014WRR01200Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRR01300340. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a medical card 
application will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36465/14]

30/09/2014WRR01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRR01500HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

30/09/2014WRR01600341. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if the reported costs 
of €110,000 every 13 weeks to recruit agency consultants to Letterkenny General Hospital, 
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County Donegal, were taken from the hospital’s annual budget; and the action he proposes to 
take to avoid this additional cost in the future. [36549/14]

30/09/2014WRR01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In certain instances it is not possible to fill 
vacant posts through recruitment and it is necessary, in order to support service delivery, to 
employ locums as an alternative. In Letterkenny, there are currently 7.5 WTE consultant posts 
being filled by agency (hourly rate of pay consultants). The costs associated with agency usage 
are part of a hospital’s annual budget. It must be stressed however that consultants are only em-
ployed via agency when all other opportunities to recruit on payroll have been exhausted. The 
HSE has advised that every attempt has been made to fill these posts on a permanent basis and 
steps are continually being taken both nationally and locally to recruit and fill these posts with 
consultants willing to come on HSE payroll on either a temporary or permanent basis. 

Measures are in train to support consultant recruitment and retention. In July 2013 Minis-
ter Reilly established a  Working Group, chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, to carry out a 
strategic review of medical training and career structures. The Group submitted its final report 
in June. My Department, in conjunction with relevant stakeholders, is pursuing implementation 
of the recommendations made by the MacCraith Group to support NCHD and consultant reten-
tion. One of the recommendations from the MacCraith report was that the relevant parties com-
mence a timetabled IR engagement of short duration to address the barrier caused by the varia-
tion in rates of remuneration that have emerged since 2012 between new entrant consultants and 
their established peers. A number of meetings between the management (HSE, Departments of 
Health and Public Expenditure and Reform) and the IMO on this recommendation were facili-
tated by the LRC. Management presented a paper setting out a new career and pay structure for 
consultants. The LRC has made related recommendations, involving enhanced pay scales for 
new entrant consultants, and these are currently being considered by the IMO.

30/09/2014WRR01800Medical Card Data

30/09/2014WRR01900342. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the number of medical card 
holders aged 69 years and younger registered with the primary care reimbursement service-
Health Service Executive as resident in nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36553/14]

30/09/2014WRR02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRR02100Medical Card Data

30/09/2014WRR02200343. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the number of holders of gen-
eral practitioner visit cards aged 69 years and younger registered with the primary care reim-
bursement service-Health Service Executive as resident in nursing homes; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36554/14]
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30/09/2014WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRR02400HSE Properties

30/09/2014WRR02500344. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health his plans to utilise the new 
facility purchased at Mount Carmel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36570/14]

30/09/2014WRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRR02700Appointments to State Boards

30/09/2014WRR02800345. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the process used to recruit and 
appoint the interim board for the University of Limerick Hospital; the process to be used to 
appoint the final board; the number of positions; the terms of appointment; the remuneration of 
each position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36573/14]

30/09/2014WRR02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In May 2012, Professor Niall O’Higgins 
was appointed as chair of the Mid Western Regional Hospital Group, now the University of 
Limerick Hospitals Group (ULHG).  In January and February 2013, a further six members were 
appointed to the Board.  The term of each appointment is three years. 

The HIQA Tallaght Report recommended that boards should be of a sufficient size (up to 
a maximum of 12), and expertise to effectively govern the organisation.  Following the pub-
lication of the Hospitals Group Report in May 2013,  my Department, in consultation with 
the HSE and HIQA, developed a competency framework for hospital group boards.  An as-
sessment of the ULHG Board, against the competency framework, identified two areas which 
could be strengthened, in legal compliance/due diligence and corporate risk.  This matter will 
be addressed through additional appointments to the Board.  The Public Appointments Service 
advertised earlier this year for applicants with specific expertise in these areas and applications 
are currently being considered.

There is no remuneration for acting as a member of the Board.  Travel and subsistence al-
lowances, however, are paid in line with Government guidelines.

30/09/2014WRR03000Medicinal Products Availability

30/09/2014WRR03100346. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to ensure 
that Fampyra (details supplied) is made available to those with multiple sclerosis here; if he will 
review the decision made by the Health Service Executive not to fund Fampyra; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36580/14]
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30/09/2014WRR03200393. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health if and when he will include the drug 
Fampyra on the medical list which is used to help mobility for sufferers of multiple sclerosis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36840/14]

30/09/2014WRR03300422. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the drug Fampyra and its benefits to sufferers of multiple sclerosis; if the Health Service Execu-
tive plans to license the drug here; if the HSE will provide for Fampyra on the medical card or 
serious illness card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36951/14]

30/09/2014WRR03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 346, 393 and 422 together.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing 
and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance 
with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

The HSE received an application for the inclusion of Fampridine in the GMS and commu-
nity drugs schemes. The application was considered in line with the procedures and timescales 
agreed by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare 
Association  for the assessment of new medicines. In accordance with these procedures, the 
National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) conducted a pharmacoeconomic evaluation 
of Fampridine and concluded that, as the manufacturer was unable to demonstrate the cost 
effectiveness of Fampridine in the Irish healthcare setting, it was unable to recommend the 
reimbursement of the product. The report is available on the NCPE’s website (www.ncpe.ie). 
The HSE assessment process is intended to arrive at a decision on the funding of new medi-
cines that is clinically appropriate, fair, consistent and sustainable. Due to the very difficult and 
challenging economic environment in which the Government targeted additional savings in 
health expenditure of €619 million in 2014, which must be achieved while protecting front line 
services to the most vulnerable to the greatest extent possible, the HSE decided it was not in a 
position to add the drug to the List of Reimbursable Items supplied under the GMS and other 
community drug schemes. 

It is open to the supplier, at any time, to submit a new application to the HSE incorporating 
new evidence which demonstrates the cost effectiveness of Fampridine. Biogen Idec’s Irish 
management indicated to the HSE in November 2013 that it intended to re-submit an applica-
tion in April 2014. The HSE has advised it received a revised application from Biogen Idec on 
Friday 25th July. This application is currently being assessed in line with the agreed procedures 
and timescales. No further comment is possible at this time as the HSE decision making process 
is ongoing.

30/09/2014WRR03500Hospital Appointment Delays

30/09/2014WRR03600347. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an ophthalmol-
ogy appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36581/14]

30/09/2014WRR03700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.
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30/09/2014WRR03800Services for People with Disabilities

30/09/2014WRR03900348. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the criteria that are used for evalu-
ation for funding under the Tusla programme for residential care centres for people with dis-
ability. [36592/14]

30/09/2014WRR04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Tusla, the 
Child and Family Agency provides a range of universal and targeted children’s services includ-
ing child protection and welfare services. Tusla is funded by the Department of Children and 
questions in relation to funding programmes operated by Tusla should be directed to my col-
league the Minister for Children.

The Health Service Executive provides specialist health and social care services to people 
with a disability including residential services. In the main residential services for people with 
a disability are provided by voluntary agencies under an agreement with the HSE. The Health 
Information and Quality Authority register and inspect specialist residential services for chil-
dren and adults with disabilities. I am not aware of criteria or a funding programme operated by 
the HSE in respect of the provision of residential services for people with a disability. However, 
specific queries in relation to the provision of residential services for people with a disability 
should be made directly with the HSE.

30/09/2014WRR04100Health Services Staff Remuneration

30/09/2014WRR04200349. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health his views on reviewing 
the pay for graduate nurses and restoring pay parity to all nurses on the new graduate nurses 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36594/14]

30/09/2014WRR04300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Haddington Road Agreement, 
nurses participating in the Graduate Nurse Initiative are paid 85% of the starting pay of a Staff 
Nurse in the first year and 90% in the second year.  In addition these nurses would also be in 
receipt of allowances and other premium payments. There are no plans to review these rates 
of pay. It is noted that the Agreement specifies that any subsequent appointment following 
completion of the Graduate Nurse Initiative will be to the third point of the staff nurse salary 
scales and that, under the Agreement, the January 2011 new entrant salary scales have now been 
assimilated with the scales applicable to those who were in the Public Service prior to January 
2011.

A major objective of the Graduate Nurse Initiative is to put in place more cost-effective 
service delivery arrangements, having regard to the high rates of expenditure on agency staffing 
and overtime. The Initiative enables the health services to offer 1,000 graduate nurse positions 
for two years, at a time when job opportunities in the public service are very limited. Therefore 
it supports the retention of recently qualified graduate nurses and midwives within the Irish 
health system and enables them to gain valuable work experience and development opportuni-
ties post-graduation.

30/09/2014WRR04400Speech and Language Therapy

30/09/2014WRR04500350. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on the crisis in 
speech and language services. [36600/14]

30/09/2014WRR04600446. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to en-
sure that children with speech and language difficulties do not continue to wait over a year for 
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access to speech and language therapy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37110/14]

30/09/2014WRR04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 350 and 446 together.

Health related therapy supports and interventions for children such as speech and language 
therapy can be accessed both through HSE Primary Care and Disability Services, depending 
on the level of need of the person.  It is estimated that up to 95% of people’s health and social 
service needs can be met within a primary care setting.   The Government is committed to the 
development of both Primary Care and Disability Services and to improve access to therapy 
services.

In that context, an additional €20m in funding was allocated in 2013 to strengthen primary 
care services and to support the recruitment of prioritised front-line posts and enhance the ca-
pacity of the Primary Care services.  This will help to significantly address waiting times for 
services.  As part of this initiative, the HSE commenced recruitment last year of over 260 ad-
ditional posts for Primary Care Teams including 52 Speech and Language Therapy posts.  The 
HSE has confirmed that all but one of these speech and language posts has been filled to date.   

In addition, the HSE has introduced a number of initiatives specifically in relation to speech 
and language therapy such as therapists increasing clinic based work instead of domiciliary 
work and providing family centred interventions in a group as opposed to a one-to-one setting, 
whenever possible.  This will also help to address the issue of waiting lists and ensure that ser-
vices are delivered in as equitable a manner as possible, within available resources.

The HSE has recognised that there is a need to standardise early intervention services 
and services for school-aged children with disabilities.  A major reconfiguration of therapy 
resources for children with disabilities aged up to 18 years is currently underway under the 
HSE’s National Programme on Progressing Disability Services for Children and Young People 
(0-18years).  This Programme aims to achieve a national unified approach to delivering dis-
ability health services, so that there is greater equity of access to services, based on need, and 
clearer referral pathways to these services and improved collaboration between sectors.   An 
additional €4million euro has been specifically allocated in 2014 to drive implementation of the 
Programme.  This equates to approximately 80 therapy posts, which have now been allocated 
across the HSE.  Of these, speech and language therapy posts accounted for 31 of the 80 posts 
assigned, which was the largest proportion of the posts allocated.

30/09/2014WRR04800Hospitals Capital Programme

30/09/2014WRR04900351. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the Health Service Executive’s commitments to allocate €750,000 in capital investment to 
upgrade a hospital (details supplied) in County Louth to meet Health Information and Quality 
Authority standards; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that this work was to be 
completed by 2015; if he will provide a progress update on this refurbishment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36603/14]

30/09/2014WRR05000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As with all capital projects the CNU infra-
structure programme must be considered within the overall capital envelope available to the 
health service.  There will always be more projects than can be funded by the Exchequer.  There 
is limited funding available for new projects over the next multi-annual period 2015-2019 given 
the level of commitments and the costs to completion already in place. The HSE is concentrat-
ing on applying the limited funding available for capital works in the most effective way pos-
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sible to meet needs now and in the future.30/09/2014WRS00100

30/09/2014WRS00150Disease Awareness

30/09/2014WRS00200352. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide help and 
advice to persons with Lyme disease; the information available through his Department and the 
Health Service Executive regarding this disease; his plans to meet a group representing those 
with Lyme disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36605/14]

30/09/2014WRS00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
(HPSC) of the HSE is responsible for the surveillance of notifiable diseases such as Lyme Dis-
ease. The HPSC is presently involved in establishing a Lyme Borreliosis Sub-Committee with 
the primary aim of examining best practice in prevention and surveillance of Lyme Disease 
and to develop strategies to undertake primary prevention in order to minimise harm caused by 
Lyme Borreliosis in Ireland. This will involve raising awareness among both clinicians and the 
general public.

The HPSC has undertaken a considerable amount of work in the run-up to the establishment 
of this committee. There is an extensive section on Lyme Disease on the HPSC website aimed 
at ensuring that awareness of Lyme Disease is maintained as a priority. In addition, information 
specifically for clinicians is available on the HPSC website to ensure that diagnosticians remain 
increasingly aware of the issue of Lyme Borreliosis.

The HPSC holds a Lyme Disease Awareness Week each year with this years event having 
taken place in late May. The awareness week proved to be a great success with more than a 
dozen radio interviews and several print media articles resulting from raised awareness during 
the week. This increased activity also resulted in a 100% increase in the amount of web traffic 
to the various Lyme Disease sections of the HPSC website.

The HPSC continues to work with sister organisations and others to ensure that the issue 
of Lyme Disease is brought to as wide an audience as possible. In this regard, the Lyme Bor-
reliosis Sub-Committee will welcome any comments and suggestions from interested parties in 
preparation of a final consultation document.

30/09/2014WRS00350Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

30/09/2014WRS00400353. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reason asthma is not 
included in the long-term illness scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36609/14]

30/09/2014WRS00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Long 
Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 1970 (as 
amended). Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions covered 
by the LTI Scheme, which are as follows: Acute Leukaemia; Mental handicap; Cerebral Palsy; 
Mental Illness (in a person under 16); Cystic Fibrosis; Multiple Sclerosis; Diabetes Insipidus; 
Muscular Dystrophies; Diabetes Mellitus; Parkinsonism; Epilepsy; Phenylketonuria; Haemo-
philia; Spina Bifida; Hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. There 
are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.
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Under the provisions of the Health Acts, medical cards are provided to persons who are, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive (HSE), unable without undue hardship to arrange 
GP services for themselves and their dependants. In the assessment process, the HSE can take 
into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.

30/09/2014WRS00550Palliative Care Services

30/09/2014WRS00600354. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health the progress of the provision of 
services in the palliative care unit in University Hospital Waterford; the timeframe of the pro-
gression to date; when he expects the unit will be operational and offering vital services to the 
local community in the south east; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36622/14]

30/09/2014WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRS00750Hospital Appointment Status

30/09/2014WRS00800355. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health when a hospital appointment 
will be scheduled in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36630/14]

30/09/2014WRS00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.

30/09/2014WRS00950Organ Donation

30/09/2014WRS01000356. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the roll-out of improved organ transplant networks which was provided for as part of budget 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36642/14]

30/09/2014WRS01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An extra allocation of €2.9 million was 
made in 2014 to facilitate an increase in the levels of organ donation and transplantation through 
the appointment of 19 whole-time-equivalent personnel. The appointees will include consul-
tants, organ donation nurse managers, organ procurement officers and quality officers.  They 
will work to foster a strong culture of organ donation, optimise conversion rates and ultimately 
increase the number of life saving transplantations that are carried out each year. 

At this point the quality managers have been recruited and progress is being made towards 
the appointment of the other staff.  It is hoped to fill all posts by early 2015 and to achieve a 
significant increase in transplantation numbers that year.

30/09/2014WRS01150Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRS01200357. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a medical card 
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application will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36655/14]

30/09/2014WRS01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRS01350Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRS01400358. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a medical card 
application will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36656/14]

30/09/2014WRS01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRS01550Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRS01600359. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a medical card 
will issue in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36657/14]

30/09/2014WRS01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRS01750Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRS01800360. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a medical card 
will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36658/14]
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30/09/2014WRS01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRS01950Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRS02000361. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a discretionary 
medical card will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36659/14]

30/09/2014WRS02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRS02150Hospital Appointment Status

30/09/2014WRS02200362. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a medical appointment will be 
expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36661/14]

30/09/2014WRS02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRS02350Medical Card Reviews

30/09/2014WRS02400363. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a medical card 
review will issue in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36664/14]

30/09/2014WRS02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRS02550Medical Card Reviews

30/09/2014WRS02600364. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a medical card 
review will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36665/14]

30/09/2014WRS02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRS02750General Practitioner Services

30/09/2014WRS02800365. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding free 
general practitioner care for children aged under six years; when the scheme will be operational 
nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36668/14]

30/09/2014WRS02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment is committed to the introduction of a universal GP service for the entire population in 
line with the Programme for Government.  As announced in Budget 2014, it was decided to 
commence the roll-out of a universal GP service for the entire population by initially providing 
all children under 6 years with access to a GP service without fees. The Health (General Prac-
titioner Service) Act 2014, which provides an entitlement for all children aged under 6 to a GP 
service without fees, was passed by the Oireachtas in July 2014.  

On 4th June 2014, a Framework Agreement was concluded between the Department of 
Health, the HSE and the IMO. The Framework Agreement sets out a process for engagement 
concerning the GMS/GP contract and other publicly funded contracts involving GPs. Discus-
sions are underway between the Department, the HSE and the IMO under the Agreement in 
relation to the provision of free GP care to children under 6 years. A number of meetings have 
taken place and further meetings have been scheduled.

When discussions on the contract’s scope and content and fee structure have been con-
cluded, the setting of the fee rates will be a matter for the Minister for Health, subject to the 
provisions of legislation and the Framework Agreement. The aim is to have the phase in respect 
of the under 6’s implemented by the end of this year or early next year, subject to the conclusion 
of discussions between the parties. The Government is providing new, additional funding of 
€37 million to meet the cost of this measure which will provide a GP service to approximately 
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240,000 children that must currently pay to see a GP.

30/09/2014WRS02950General Practitioner Services

30/09/2014WRS03000366. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm when free general 
practitioner care will be introduced for children aged under six years and the people aged over 
70 years. [36670/14]

30/09/2014WRS03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment is committed to the introduction of a universal GP service for the entire population in 
line with the Programme for Government. As announced in Budget 2014, it was decided to 
commence the roll-out of a universal GP service for the entire population by initially providing 
all children under 6 years with access to a GP service without fees. The Health (General Prac-
titioner Service) Act 2014, which provides an entitlement for all children aged under 6 to a GP 
service without fees, was passed by the Oireachtas in July 2014.  

On 4th June 2014, a Framework Agreement was concluded between the Department of 
Health, the HSE and the IMO. The Framework Agreement sets out a process for engagement 
concerning the GMS/GP contract and other publicly funded contracts involving GPs. Discus-
sions are underway between the Department, the HSE and the IMO under the Agreement in 
relation to the provision of free GP care to children under 6 years. A number of meetings have 
taken place and further meetings have been scheduled.

When discussions on the contract’s scope and content and fee structure have been con-
cluded, the setting of the fee rates will be a matter for the Minister for Health, subject to the 
provisions of legislation and the Framework Agreement. The aim is to have the phase in respect 
of the under 6’s implemented by the end of this year or early next year, subject to the conclusion 
of discussions between the parties. The Government is providing new, additional funding of 
€37 million to meet the cost of this measure which will provide a GP service to approximately 
240,000 children that must currently pay to see a GP.

The Government has decided to prioritise the over 70’s in the next phase of the roll-out of 
universal GP care.  The Government has approved the drafting of a Bill to provide a GP service 
without fees for all persons aged 70 years and over. Drafting of the Bill has commenced and 
is the subject on ongoing interaction between the Department and the Attorney-General’s Of-
fice.  The expectation is that the Health (General Practitioner Service) (No. 2) Bill 2014 will be 
published shortly. The aim is to have the over 70’s phase implemented this year or early next 
year, subject to the conclusion of discussions between the Department of Health, the HSE and 
the IMO.  The estimated cost is €18 million for 2015. This will mean that almost half of the 
population will have access to GP services without fees.

30/09/2014WRS03150Hospital Services

30/09/2014WRS03200367. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to double the capacity at Our 
Lady’s Children’s Hospital in Crumlin to facilitate up to 120 patients to be treated for spinal 
deformity each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36671/14]

30/09/2014WRS03300387. Deputy Liam Twomey asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to ensure 
that operations for children requiring spinal correction are carried out in the shortest timeframe 
possible; if his attention has been drawn to the significant delays at present regarding these type 
of operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36812/14]
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30/09/2014WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 367 and 
387 together.

Scoliosis in children and young people is managed predominantly at Our Lady’s Children’s 
Hospital, Crumlin (OLCHC). The hospital has an agreed capacity to carry out 58 full spinal 
cases per year as part of its annual Service Level Agreement with the HSE. Children requiring 
repeat procedures and rod lengthenings are excluded from this number, meaning that a total of 
147 spinal procedures were carried out in 2013. The HSE has informed me that a total of 68 full 
spinal surgeries were undertaken in 2013 (10 more than funded).

There has been an increase in the number of OPD referrals of spinal cases, resulting in 
increased conversion to surgical cases and projected growth in clinical demands.  Measures to 
address these demands are being considered as part of the estimates process and in the context 
of overall service needs.

30/09/2014WRS03450Medical Card Delays

30/09/2014WRS03500368. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their medical card application; the reason for 
the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36698/14]

30/09/2014WRS03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRS03650Hospital Waiting Lists

30/09/2014WRS03700369. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will receive a knee replacement having been on the waiting list for many years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36701/14]

30/09/2014WRS03800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy on this matter.

30/09/2014WRT0010030/09/2014WRT00150Medical Card Reviews

30/09/2014WRT00200370. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine and review 
a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36706/14]
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30/09/2014WRT00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRT00350Services for People with Disabilities

30/09/2014WRT00400371. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
regarding the provision of adequate multi-disciplinary therapy services at St. Frances special 
school, Beaufort, County Kerry; if he will ensure that the Health Service Executive will address 
all the deficits that the board of management and parents have highlighted; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36708/14]

30/09/2014WRT00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The particular 
issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to 
the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRT00550Hospital Waiting Lists

30/09/2014WRT00600372. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a date for 
a knee operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36709/14]

30/09/2014WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to her on this matter.

30/09/2014WRT00750Medical Card Reviews

30/09/2014WRT00800373. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on a medi-
cal card review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36721/14]

30/09/2014WRT00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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30/09/2014WRT00950Medical Card Reviews

30/09/2014WRT01000374. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on a medi-
cal card review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36722/14]

30/09/2014WRT01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRT01150Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRT01200375. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a discretionary 
medical card will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36724/14]

30/09/2014WRT01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRT01350Vaccination Programme

30/09/2014WRT01400376. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the influenza 
vaccine rates for the years 2010-11, 2011-12, 2012-13, and 2013-14 claimed by general practi-
tioners and pharmacists. [36730/14]

30/09/2014WRT01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As these are 
service matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.

30/09/2014WRT01550Medical Register Administration

30/09/2014WRT01600377. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been made on 
an application for Medical Council approval in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36735/14]

30/09/2014WRT01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Registration of doctors is a matter for the 
Medical Council.  I have no role in this matter.  I have forwarded your request to the Medical 
Council for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRT01750Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

30/09/2014WRT01800378. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health his plans to include ulcerative 
colitis or Crohn’s disease on the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [36751/14]

30/09/2014WRT01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Long 
Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 1970 (as 
amended). Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions covered 
by the LTI Scheme, which are as follows: Acute Leukaemia; Mental handicap; Cerebral Palsy; 
Mental Illness (in a person under 16); Cystic Fibrosis; Multiple Sclerosis; Diabetes Insipidus; 
Muscular Dystrophies; Diabetes Mellitus; Parkinsonism; Epilepsy; Phenylketonuria; Haemo-
philia; Spina Bifida; Hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. There 
are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

Under the provisions of the Health Acts, medical cards are provided to persons who are, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive (HSE), unable without undue hardship to arrange 
GP services for themselves and their dependants. In the assessment process, the HSE can take 
into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.

30/09/2014WRT01950Prescription Charges

30/09/2014WRT02000379. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that when a person’s medication dose for some drugs is increased on their prescription, 
that is Butrans, from 20 mg to 30 mg they are charged €5 twice because the patch only contains 
20 mg. [36755/14]

30/09/2014WRT02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Medical card 
holders are required to pay a €2.50 charge per item for medicines and other prescription items 
supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of €25 per month for each person 
or family.   

Where a drug or medicine is required to be dispensed in different strengths and different 
containers, a prescription charge applies to each claimed strength of the product.

This raises policy issues surrounding the implementation of prescription charges which I am 
currently considering.

30/09/2014WRT02150Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRT02200380. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
determination of an application for a medical card in the case of persons (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36759/14]

30/09/2014WRT02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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30/09/2014WRT02350Medical Card Administration

30/09/2014WRT02400381. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health the provisions for medical card 
holders seeking to avail of in vitro fertilisation through the public health services. [36760/14]

30/09/2014WRT02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Medical Card 
eligibility entitles medical card holders to receive health and social care services free of charge, 
as provided for under the General Medical Services Scheme. IVF is not a service that comes 
under the General Medical Services Scheme.

Drugs used as part of fertility treatment are, however, covered under the Drugs Payments 
Scheme and High Tech Drug Arrangements. Under the Drugs Payments Scheme, any drug cost-
ing over €144 per calendar month, incurred as part of a person’s fertility treatment, is covered 
by the HSE.

30/09/2014WRT02550Health Services

30/09/2014WRT02600382. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health the entitlements and supports 
available from the Health Service Executive for persons seeking to avail of in vitro fertilisation. 
[36761/14]

30/09/2014WRT02700383. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health the way the provision of in vitro 
fertilisation through the Health Service Executive compares with the provision under the na-
tional health service in the United Kingdom. [36762/14]

30/09/2014WRT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 382 and 
383 together.

In vitro fertilisation (IVF) treatment is not provided by the Irish public health system. Pa-
tients who access IVF treatment privately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the 
tax relief for medical expenses scheme. In addition, a defined list of fertility medicines needed 
for fertility treatment is covered under the High Tech Scheme administered by the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE). Medicines covered by the High Tech Scheme must be prescribed by a 
consultant/specialist and approved by the HSE ‘High Tech Liaison Officers’. The cost of the 
medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under the Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme.

In the UK fertility treatment can be accessed privately where the full cost is borne by the 
couple/person or through the NHS in which case funding is available subject to certain criteria 
being met. NHS funding can cover the costs of in vitro fertilisation (IVF) or intra-cytoplasmic 
sperm injection. The number of cycles available varies from region to region across the UK. 
The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) published a guideline on fer-
tility treatment in 2004, which was updated in February 2013. The guideline covers what levels 
of funding should be available throughout England and Wales. Decision making on the amount 
of funding is made at a local level by Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs). Some CCGs 
in England fund one cycle, some two, and others three cycles. There are a few CCGs who do 
not fund IVF or ICSI at all. The Expert Advisory Group on Infertility in Scotland (EAGISS) 
published a guideline on the care of infertile couples in February 2000. Those who meet the 
eligibility criteria can receive a maximum of three cycles of treatment. In Northern Ireland, 
qualifying couples have access to one cycle of publicly funded treatment.

The Deputy may be interested to know that my Department has undertaken a significant 
amount of work in relation to the area of assisted human reproduction (AHR), which has in-
cluded a comprehensive analysis of best practice in other jurisdictions. On the basis of this 
work, a detailed set of evidenced-based policy proposals has been prepared. These proposals 



30 September 2014

295

deal with the regulation of AHR practices, and eligibility and access to AHR services.  It is my 
intention to bring a memorandum for Government seeking approval to draft a General Scheme 
for AHR in the near future.

30/09/2014WRT02850Medical Card Reviews

30/09/2014WRT02900384. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the review of a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; when a 
decision will be made considering the time the review has taken to date. [36764/14]

30/09/2014WRT03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRT03050Health Services Funding

30/09/2014WRT03100385. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health in respect of the State funding 
given to the Alzheimer’s Society of Ireland on an annual basis if he has sought an explanation 
as to the reason the Labour Court’s recommendation LCR 20827 on the enhanced redundancy 
package for four employees has not been implemented; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36770/14]

30/09/2014WRT03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRT03250Health Strategies

30/09/2014WRT03300386. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an 
update on the roll-out of the national hepatitis C strategy; if the funding-neutral elements will be 
implemented; if funding to fully implement the strategy will be ring-fenced; if the moratorium 
on recruitment of public sector staff to expand the numbers of specialist nurses will be lifted; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36772/14]

30/09/2014WRT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Hepatitis C Strategy 2011-
2014, which was developed by the Health Service Executive, was published on 4 September 
2012.  The Strategy  provides a framework for a coordinated and integrated response to Hepati-
tis C in Ireland.  The National Hepatitis C Strategy Implementation Committee was established 
by the Health Service Executive to progress the recommendations of the Strategy. Funding for 
the implementation of the Strategy in 2015 will be determined in the context of the Estimates 
process.   

The Government has decided that the numbers employed across the public service must be 
reduced in order to meet fiscal and budgetary targets and introduced a moratorium on recruit-
ment in the Public Service in March 2009.  The health sector must make its contribution to that 
reduction.

In order to mitigate the impact on frontline services of the reduction in employment num-
bers, the priority is to reform how health services are delivered in order to ensure a more pro-



Questions - Written Answers

296

ductive and cost effective health system.  The revised working arrangements provided for in 
the Haddington Road Agreement are a pivotal element in this regard. It should be noted that, 
subject to approval by senior managers, arrangements are in place in the HSE to allow the re-
cruitment of staff where it has been established that there is an urgent service requirement.

I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to 
progress achieved to date in the implementation of the recommendations of the Hepatitis C 
Strategy.

  Question No. 387 answered with Question No. 367.

30/09/2014WRU0010030/09/2014WRU00150Health Services Provision

30/09/2014WRU00200388. Deputy Liam Twomey asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to provide 
a routine dermatology service in the south east; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36813/14]

30/09/2014WRU00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.

30/09/2014WRU00350Health Services Expenditure

30/09/2014WRU00400389. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in full the 
amount spent by the State on medicines in the years 2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013 and the esti-
mated expenditure for 2014; if he will provide a detailed breakdown of this figure in respect 
of expenditure on each of the community drugs scheme, professional fees and expenditure on 
medicines in the hospital sector in each of these years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36820/14]

30/09/2014WRU00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is not routinely available in the Department, therefore I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRU00550Health Services

30/09/2014WRU00600390. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health his priorities over the next 18 
months. [36823/14]

30/09/2014WRU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As I said on my appointment, for the re-
mainder of this Government’s term of office I will concentrate on achieving a small number of 
realistic goals while laying the ground work for further Health reform.

Firstly, I want to achieve a realistic budget for the Department. That will allow for the main-
tenance of the existing level of services and for some improvements.

After securing a budget, I will focus on introducing universal GP care without fees. The leg-
islation to extend it to under 6s is in place and the legislation to extend it to the over 70s should 
be in place by the end of the year.  I also want to continue the work of my predecessor Minister 
Reilly in further developing and building the Hospital Groups by putting in place Boards, CEOs 
and Senior Management Teams and the developments of strategic plans.  I also want to take an 
active role in promoting healthy living. Changes in lifestyle can prevent many diseases such as 
diabetes, heart disease and lung disease.

Other priorities for the remainder of the Government term include the following:
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1. Stabilise cost of health insurance

2. Reduce cost of medicines

3. Retaining doctors and nurses

4. Five Major Capital Projects 

5. Delayed Discharges 

6. Universal Patient Registration

30/09/2014WRU00750Medical Card Eligibility

30/09/2014WRU00800391. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when the expert medical review 
group will report on the medical conditions that should be included for discretionary medical 
card applications. [36824/14]

30/09/2014WRU00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment decided that, in consultation with the Office of the Attorney General and the Department 
of Public Expenditure, the Minister for Health would revert to Government with options for 
providing eligibility for a range of health services on the basis of specific and defined medical 
conditions. The Government has not specified that a person with a particular medical condition 
would qualify for a medical card per se. Instead, it will take into consideration the recommenda-
tions of  specific medical conditions by an expert panel examining the issue.

In support of this work, the Director-General of the Health Service Executive established 
an Expert Panel to examine and recommend the range of medical conditions that should be 
considered as a basis of eligibility. The Expert Panel is chaired by Professor Frank Keane, past-
president of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland and clinical lead of the National Clinical 
Programme for Surgery. The panel includes a range of 23 clinical experts from primary care, 
specialist services and therapies. The panel also includes a patient representative to ensure that 
the views of patients are central to the process.  The Expert Panel is to report to the Director 
General of the HSE, who will then advise the Minister of the outcome of the deliberations of 
the Expert Panel. The completion of the report is a matter for the Expert Panel and the HSE and 
I await their report on its completion.

30/09/2014WRU00950Home Help Service Provision

30/09/2014WRU01000392. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will allocate adequate 
home help hours in respect of persons (details supplied) in counties Longford and Westmeath. 
[36832/14]

30/09/2014WRU01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As these are 
service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 393 answered with Question No. 346.

30/09/2014WRU01250Patient Safety Agency Establishment

30/09/2014WRU01300394. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of the patient safety 
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authority; the planned remit of same; when it will be put on a statutory basis; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36842/14]

30/09/2014WRU01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The establishment of a Patient Safety Agen-
cy is under review in the context of the strategic reform of the health services and the measures 
that are being taken to strengthen patient safety, including advocacy and related services, within 
the Health Service Executive.

30/09/2014WRU01450General Practitioner Services

30/09/2014WRU01500395. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the ne-
gotiations with the Irish Medical Organisation regarding delivery of free general practitioner 
care to children aged under six years; and when he expects delivery of same. [36843/14]

30/09/2014WRU01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): On 4 June 
2014, a Framework Agreement was concluded between the Department of Health, the HSE and 
the IMO in relation to the draft contract for the provision of services to children under 6 years 
of age.  The Framework Agreement sets out a process for engagement concerning the GMS/
GP contract and other publicly funded contracts involving GPs.  A number of meetings have 
already taken place between the parties.  The objective is to have universal GP care without 
fees for children under 6 years in place in the coming months, subject to the conclusion of the 
present discussions and the completion of a fee-setting process.

30/09/2014WRU01650Symphysiotomy Reports

30/09/2014WRU01700396. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
redress scheme recently announced for survivors of symphysiotomy; the timeframe for its es-
tablishment; the process of applications; the anticipated results; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36844/14]

30/09/2014WRU01800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In July this year the Government announced 
a comprehensive response to the long standing and sensitive issue for around 350 women who 
have undergone surgical symphysiotomy.  The key response is the establishment of an ex gratia 
payment scheme, which will cost around €34 million.  In addition, there is a commitment to the 
continued provision of medical services, including medical cards for the women.  This followed 
Government’s examination of a report carried out by Professor Oonagh Walsh, on Practice of 
Symphysiotomy in Ireland, between 1944 and 1984 and an Independent Review of Issues relat-
ing to Symphysiotomy by Judge Yvonne Murphy which advised Government, inter alia, on the 
relative liabilities of insurers, indemnifiers and/or other parties in relation to symphysiotomy 
and on the merits and costs of proceeding with an ex gratia scheme relative to allowing the court 
process to proceed.

Judge Murphy outlined the case for a scheme in her report and her recommendations on lev-
els of awards were accepted by Government.  Subsequently, I asked Judge Murphy to draw up a 
detailed draft scheme. I have consulted through the summer with the Judge and have also been 
speaking to relevant parties about the proposed scheme.  Judge Murphy submitted her more 
detailed proposal to me on 11 September, setting out how the scheme should operate.  In this 
context I met the support groups representing women who have undergone symphysiotomy on 
19 September. I wanted to hear from the support groups how they hope the scheme will operate, 
and to confirm to them that the scheme will be established as quickly as possible.
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Key aspects of the proposed scheme include: 

- Women who had a surgical symphysiotomy in the State between the years 1940 and 1990 
may apply in accordance with, and subject to the terms of the scheme. 

- The scheme will be run by an independent Assessor.    If women have questions on any 
aspect of the scheme, the Assessor or secretariat, will be available to assist. 

- The scheme will be simple, straightforward and non-adversarial. It will allow women to 
have legal and other advice available to them in preparing to submit an application.  It will re-
sult in awards of between €50,000 and €150,000 for the women.

- Women who have had a surgical symphysiotomy and have medical evidence to prove it 
may accept an award of €50,000 without further assessment. If no medical records are available 
a medical assessment will be carried out.

- For those who wish to apply for higher awards (€100,000 or €150,000) a medical assess-
ment may be necessary if up to date medical records are not available, or if the Assessor decides 
this is needed for final determination of the award.

- Women will not waive their rights to take their cases to court as a pre-condition to partici-
pating in the scheme.  Women may opt out at any stage in application and assessment process, 
up to the time of accepting their awards.  However, on accepting the offer of the award under 
the Scheme, women will have to agree to discontinue their legal proceedings against any party 
arising out of their symphysiotomy.

I intend to finalise the details of the scheme shortly and will bring a Memorandum to Gov-
ernment requesting approval to appoint an Assessor for the scheme instead of it being admin-
istered by the State Claims Agency and to a small number of other amendments to the Govern-
ment decision of last July.  The details concerning the scheme and its commencement date will 
be advertised in national and other media, as decided by the Assessor.  I hope that when the 
women see the details of the scheme and the efforts made to ensure it is person-centred, simple 
and non-adversarial many of them will opt to join the scheme.  In agreeing to the ex gratia 
scheme, the Government has demonstrated its commitment to trying to bring a resolution for 
the women concerned. The Government has acknowledged the pain and suffering which the 
procedure caused to many of the women and is aware also of  the uphill battle many of them 
will face in the courts with uncertainty about the outcome of that process.

30/09/2014WRU01850Hospital Appointment Status

30/09/2014WRU01900397. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a hospital ap-
pointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford. [36847/14]

30/09/2014WRU02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to him on this matter.
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30/09/2014WRU02050Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

30/09/2014WRU02100398. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an electric 
wheelchair in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36850/14]

30/09/2014WRU02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRU02250Medical Card Eligibility

30/09/2014WRU02300399. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the treat-
ment of prize bonds in the over 70s medical card assessment; if they are considered savings 
in view of the fact they generate no interest; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36851/14]

30/09/2014WRU02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRU02450Primary Care Reimbursement Service Payments

30/09/2014WRU02500400. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Ser-
vice Executive has not provided a direct reply to Parliamentary Question No. 633 of 24 June 
2014; and if he will ensure that the requested information is provided as a matter of urgency. 
[36852/14]

30/09/2014WRU02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As previ-
ously advised, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is responsible for the administration of the 
primary care schemes, therefore, the HSE has been asked to examine the issue raised by the 
Deputy and to reply to her as a matter of urgency.

30/09/2014WRU02650Patient Files

30/09/2014WRU02700401. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Service 
Executive has not provided a direct reply to Parliamentary Question No. 570 of 10 June 2014; 
and if he will ensure that the requested information is provided. [36853/14]

30/09/2014WRU02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): A response to 
the question raised by Deputy Shortall on 10 June 2014 was issued from Minister White’s office 
on 8 July 2014.  The content is copied as follows.

The Data Protection Act 1988 and (Amendment) Act 2003 was passed to deal with pri-
vacy issues arising from the increasing amounts of information being kept about individuals 
by organisations. The 1988 Act was only concerned about the protection of personal data in 
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electronic format. Since the introduction of the (Amendment) Act on the 1 July 2003, Data 
Protection is now concerned with the protection of personal data of living individuals held in 
both electronic and manual form.

All information provided to the HSE in support of an application and/or a review of eli-
gibility for a medical card or GP visit card is securely maintained in accordance with Data 
Protection legislation.  Staff have been trained regarding Data Protection legislation and the 
HSE Data Protection policies, procedures and guidelines, in order to increase staff awareness 
of the importance of data protection and to provide clear standards for all staff to ensure that the 
personal information of clients is used appropriately.  On each log on to the HSE computer sys-
tem, a detailed personal declaration is presented to each user setting out the importance of data 
security. This declaration must be  acknowledged and accepted, before the user can progress to 
use the medical card database. 

Access to the all of the components which comprise the medical card system is strictly con-
trolled and monitored at all times. These components include the premises, specific offices, data 
centre, computer systems and library systems.  Processing of phone calls, application cases and 
other aspects are subject to quality assurance monitoring including data protection concerns. 
Access to systems are subject to periodic review and auditing procedures. This ensures there is 
high visibility of the controls which are in place.  The systems involved are subject to security 
review from a data protection perspective on a periodic basis.  The key measures outlined above 
are a part of the set of measures and controls which give assurance from a data protection point 
of view.

30/09/2014WRU02850Motorised Transport Grant Eligibility

30/09/2014WRU02900402. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if persons who previously qual-
ified for the motor transport grant prior to its discontinuation will be considered retrospectively 
for vehicles purchased during the time between its discontinuation and the announcement of the 
replacement scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36864/14]

30/09/2014WRU03000403. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a replacement for the moto-
rised transport grant has reached finalisation; when it is expected to be open to applicants; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36865/14]

30/09/2014WRU03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 402 and 403 together.

Conscious of the reports of the Ombudsman regarding the legal status of the Mobility Al-
lowance and Motorised Transport Grant Schemes in the context of the Equal Status Acts, the 
Government decided to close both schemes on 26 February 2013.  The Government subse-
quently decided that the preparatory work required for a new travel subsidy scheme and associ-
ated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for Health. Work is ongoing on 
the policy proposals to be brought to Government for the drafting of primary legislation for a 
new scheme. Decisions in relation to eligibility criteria have yet to be made in relation to any 
potential new scheme.

30/09/2014WRU03150Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRU03200404. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal is still awaiting a decision for their medical card on a discretionary 
basis since it was submitted on the 9 May 2014, despite his Department having the requested 
supporting documentation in its possession since the end of June; if he is satisfied with the 
length of time it is taking to process this application; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [36866/14]

30/09/2014WRU03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRU03350Hospital Admissions

30/09/2014WRU03400405. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his views on the imple-
mentation of a system, similar to other countries, whereby alcohol-drug related admissions 
to accident and emergency departments would be treated outside of the general admissions 
department which would make the hospital environment a less hostile place for other patients; 
and if he will consider a pilot testing of this during particularly problematic weekend hours. 
[36878/14]

30/09/2014WRU03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the detailed query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRV0010030/09/2014WRV00200Primary Care Centre Provision

30/09/2014WRV00300406. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when the next stage of 
the tendering process for the long-proposed Mountainview-Summerhill primary community 
care facility Dublin 1 will be completed; the latest proposed opening date of the centre; and if 
services such as the Alzheimer’s club will be facilitated to host meetings and workshops for the 
growing number in need of support with the condition in the catchment area. [36879/14]

30/09/2014WRV00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The proposed 
Summerhill primary care centre project is one of the fourteen included in the PPP project.  The 
National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) issued the Invitation to Negotiate (ITN) docu-
ments for this PPP project early last week.  Tender returns are due in February 2015, following 
which they will be assessed and evaluated.  It is expected that the project will be completed by 
Q1 2017.  

It is proposed that there may be limited access to meeting room accommodation for com-
munity groups on a discretionary basis. These arrangements will be facilitated where possible 
and can be organised directly with the local Primary Care Centre Manager. 

Additional information is available on this website - http://www.ndfa.ie/TenderCompeti-
tions/PrimaryCareCentresPPPProgramme.htm.

30/09/2014WRV00500Speech and Language Therapy

30/09/2014WRV00600407. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide a speech 
and language therapy service at St. Patrick’s rehabilitation unit in Waterford; when the current 
vacancies will be filled; if temporary replacement staff are being put in place to cover maternity 
leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36887/14]

30/09/2014WRV00700408. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide a speech 
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and language therapy service in County Waterford at St. Patrick’s rehabilitation unit; when the 
current vacancies will be filled, if temporary replacement staff are being put in place to cover 
maternity leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36896/14]

30/09/2014WRV00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 407 and 408 together.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRV00900Hospital Transfers

30/09/2014WRV01000409. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the trans-
fer of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny to a hospital in County Carlow as re-
quested by their family. [36899/14]

30/09/2014WRV01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRV01200Hospital Waiting Lists

30/09/2014WRV01300410. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early date will be set 
for a hip operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny as their case is 
urgent and they are assessed as a public patient; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36903/14]

30/09/2014WRV01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.

30/09/2014WRV01500Hospital Waiting Lists

30/09/2014WRV01600411. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an operation will be sched-
uled in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36904/14]

30/09/2014WRV01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Bariatric services are provided in two pub-
lic hospitals – St Vincent’s University Hospital in Dublin and Galway University Hospital.  
Bariatric surgery was originally provided by St. Columcille’s Hospital and, as part of the recon-
figuration of hospital services, was transferred to St Vincent’s Hospital last year. Funding was 
agreed to ensure the continuity of service provision as part of the transfer of services.

 In relation to the particular query in relation to waiting lists for bariatric surgery raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to you on this matter.
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30/09/2014WRV01800Services for People with Disabilities

30/09/2014WRV01900412. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
plans to alter the roll-out of clinical services for children and adults with physical disabilities in 
the constituencies of Dublin Mid-West, Dublin South-West , Kildare North and Kildare South. 
[36917/14]

30/09/2014WRV02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRV02100Services for People with Disabilities

30/09/2014WRV02200413. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health the clinical services to be pro-
vided to a school (details supplied) in Dublin 22 after the alterations to the roll-out of clini-
cal services in the wider geographic area; and the persons to whom they will be available. 
[36918/14]

30/09/2014WRV02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The particular 
issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.

Accordingly I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive 
for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRV02400Health Services Staff Recruitment

30/09/2014WRV02500414. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health his position regarding the mor-
atorium on filling any health worker posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36919/14]

30/09/2014WRV02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet fiscal and budgetary 
targets.  The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction.

In order to mitigate the impact on frontline services of the reduction in employment num-
bers, the priority is to reform how health services are delivered in order to ensure a more pro-
ductive and cost effective health system.  The revised working arrangements provided for in 
the Haddington Road Agreement are a pivotal element in this regard. It should be noted that, 
subject to approval by senior managers, arrangements are in place in the HSE to allow the re-
cruitment of staff where it has been established that there is an urgent service requirement.

30/09/2014WRV02700Universal Health Insurance Provision

30/09/2014WRV02800415. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health the way he will move to a situ-
ation whereby this country creates a fair and equal health service where persons receive health 
care on the basis of need rather than income. [36920/14]

30/09/2014WRV02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am committed to a major agenda of health 
reform, in line with the commitments contained in the Programme for Government and our 
policy statement, Future Health. I want to push ahead as soon as possible with key reforms in 
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areas such as extending free GP care on a phased basis, improving the management of chronic 
diseases, implementing key financial reforms including Money Follows the Patient, and estab-
lishing hospital groups as a critical enabler of improving patient quality and efficiency.

When I became Minister for Health I reviewed our progress to date and the timescales for 
implementing very important reforms, including Universal Health Insurance, based on univer-
sal entitlement to a single-tier health service, that is based on need, not income.

I remain committed to implementing the important improvements that a UHI system is 
intended to bring. While I believe that it will not be possible to introduce a full UHI system by 
2019, as envisaged in the White Paper on Universal Health Insurance, I want to emphasise my 
commitment to implementing reforms based on UHI and the White Paper. In order to do this I 
want to examine some key elements further and then to decide on the best way forward.

The Government  published the White Paper on Universal Health Insurance in April of this 
year and my Department initiated a consultation process on it. An independent analysis of the 
submissions is underway and I expect to receive this report in the next week.

My Department has also initiated a major costing exercise to estimate the cost of UHI for 
households and the Exchequer and is working closely with the ESRI and the Health Insurance 
Authority and initial costings should be available by the end of quarter one in 2015.

The independent thematic analysis of submissions  from the consultation process on the 
White Paper and the results of the major costing exercise on UHI will assist in charting a clear 
course towards the objective of a universal, single-tier health service.

30/09/2014WRV03000Hospital Waiting Lists

30/09/2014WRV03100416. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
hospital waiting lists. [36921/14]

30/09/2014WRV03200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRV03300Obesity Strategy

30/09/2014WRV03400417. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if his Department carried out 
research into the way a fat tax could be imposed and, if so, if he will provide this research. 
[36934/14]

30/09/2014WRV03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As part of the work of the Special Action 
Group on Obesity, consideration was given to the imposition of a levy on Sugar Sweetened 
Drinks.  Before any decision in the matter could be taken, the Institute of Public Health in 
Ireland (IPH) was requested by the Department of Health to undertake a Health Impact Assess-
ment (HIA) of a proposed levy on Sugar Sweetened Drinks (SSDs).  The HIA Report is avail-
able on the Department of Health website.

30/09/2014WRV03600Audiology Services Provision

30/09/2014WRV03700418. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
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tion No. 652 of 17 July 2014, if he will provide an update; if approval has been obtained for 
the project; the current status of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36940/14]

30/09/2014WRV03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
been asked to examine the issue raised by the Deputy, which relates to the soundproofing of an 
audiology room, and to reply to him directly.

30/09/2014WRV03900Vaccination Programme

30/09/2014WRV04000419. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when the national immunisa-
tion advisory committee will be making a decision regarding immunisation against meningitis 
B; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36942/14]

30/09/2014WRV04100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The immunisation programme in Ireland is 
based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC).  The NIAC is 
a committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland comprising of experts in a number of 
specialties including infectious diseases, paediatrics and public health.  

The NIAC has not made any recommendation in relation to the use of Meningitis B vaccine 
in the primary childhood immunisation programme in Ireland.  However NIAC has issued guid-
ance in relation to the use of the Meningitis B vaccine in the control of clusters or outbreaks of 
Meningococcal B disease.  Deliberation regarding the introduction of Meningococcal B into the 
primary immunisation schedule continues.  New parameters as used by the UK Joint Commit-
tee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) are being included.

30/09/2014WRV04200Medical Card Reviews

30/09/2014WRV04300420. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if the medical card re-
views for people aged over 70 years, which were suspended last May, have been recommenced; 
if so, if he will publish the new framework for awarding medical cards which was due to be in 
place before the review recommenced; if he will provide details of the estimated cost of this 
review and if he will explain the rationale for the review considering the plans to introduce free 
general practitioner care for people aged over 70 years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36947/14]

30/09/2014WRV04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
arrangements effected by the Health Act 2008, a simplified system of assessment for eligibility 
was made available to persons aged 70 or over, based on the significantly higher gross income 
limits rather than the net income thresholds under the standard means test. 

In Budget 2014, it was announced that this gross income limit for a medical card for persons 
aged over 70’s was set at €500 per week for a single person and at €900 per week for a couple.

However, persons aged 70 or older may also have their eligibility assessed under the stan-
dard means test, where they wish to take account of high expenses, e.g., nursing home or medi-
cation costs. This assessment is based on net income and assessable outgoing expenses and the 
qualifying income thresholds under this test are lower than over 70’s gross income limits.   

In May of this year, the HSE decided to suspend reviews of medical cards held on a discre-
tionary basis only, not reviews of over 70’s medical cards. The suspension of the reviews of dis-
cretionary cards is still in place.  The Government has decided to prioritise the over 70’s in the 
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next phase of the roll-out of free access to GP care.  The Government has approved the drafting 
of a Bill to provide a GP service without fees for all persons aged 70 years and over. Drafting of 
the Bill has commenced and is the subject on ongoing interaction between the Department and 
the Attorney-General’s Office.  The expectation is that the Health (General Practitioner Service) 
(No. 2) Bill 2014 will be published shortly. The aim is to have the over 70’s phase implemented 
this year or early next year, subject to the conclusion of discussions between the Department of 
Health, the HSE and the IMO.  

Under the current legislation, persons who do not hold a medical card can benefit from the 
Drugs Payment Scheme which caps the monthly payments, for an individual or family, at €144 
per calendar month for approved prescribed medicines.

30/09/2014WRV04500Hospital Facilities

30/09/2014WRV04600421. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the supports offered to Cork 
University Hospital in rectifying the continuing laboratory information management system 
problems; if financial assistance will be made available; the alternative arrangements that have 
been put in place to ensure accurate and timely blood test results; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36948/14]

30/09/2014WRV04700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

  Question No. 422 answered with Question No. 346.

30/09/2014WRV04900Dental Services Provision

30/09/2014WRV05000423. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of Health Ser-
vice Executive dentists and dental services that have been withdrawn from local health cen-
tres, by town and county, in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36964/14]

30/09/2014WRV05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is not routinely available in the Department.  I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to collate the information and reply directly to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRW00100 
30/09/2014WRW00200HSE Properties

30/09/2014WRW00300424. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant rooms 
left by the cessation of Health Service Executive provided local services within local health 
centres; his proposals for these empty spaces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36965/14]

30/09/2014WRW00400425. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant rooms 
left by the cessation of Department of Social Protection provided community welfare officer 
services within local health centres; his proposals for the use of these empty spaces; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [36966/14]

30/09/2014WRW00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 424 and 425 together.

The HSE has responsibility for the provision of Primary Care Centres and the operation and 
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maintenance of existing health centres.  Therefore, this matter has been referred to the HSE for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRW00600Health Services Provision

30/09/2014WRW00700426. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of chiropody 
services that have been withdrawn from local health centres, by town and county, in the past 
five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36967/14]

30/09/2014WRW00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is not routinely available in the Department.  I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to collate the information and reply directly to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRW00900Health Services Provision

30/09/2014WRW01000427. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to chiropody services being provided out of local pharmacies instead of vacant health 
centre suites; that the patients, including lifelong diabetics, are then charged a €20 rental fee; his 
plans to re-accommodate the chiropody services to the local health centres; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36968/14]

30/09/2014WRW01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): While there is 
no statutory obligation to provide a chiropody/podiatry service, such services are provided by 
the HSE to medical card patients with the greatest needs.  The HSE has  been asked to examine 
the specific queries raised by the Deputy and to reply to her as soon as possible.

30/09/2014WRW01200Hospital Appointments Administration

30/09/2014WRW01300428. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a 
hospital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin. [36969/14]

30/09/2014WRW01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.

30/09/2014WRW01500Dental Services Waiting Lists

30/09/2014WRW01600429. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
dental examination in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36974/14]

30/09/2014WRW01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Dental ser-
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vices for children with special needs are provided by the Public Dental Service of the HSE.

The HSE has  been asked to examine the specific query raised by the Deputy and to reply to 
him as soon as possible.

30/09/2014WRW01800Hospital Waiting Lists

30/09/2014WRW01900430. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [36977/14]

30/09/2014WRW02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.

30/09/2014WRW02100Hospital Services

30/09/2014WRW02200431. Deputy Dinny McGinley asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstate the rheu-
matology clinics at Letterkenny General Hospital, County Donegal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36980/14]

30/09/2014WRW02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRW02400Hospital Appointments Administration

30/09/2014WRW02500432. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Waterford will receive treatment for Dupuytren’s contractures; the format this treat-
ment will be, for example, injection or surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36986/14]

30/09/2014WRW02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRW02700Health Services

30/09/2014WRW02800433. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of outpatient assessments sent to private hospitals in the past 12 months, by origi-
nating public hospital, private hospital referred to and department-speciality; the cost of these 
referrals; the number of these outpatients who have been referred back to their respective public 
hospitals for treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36992/14]

30/09/2014WRW02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the detailed information sought 
by the Deputy, as these are service matters they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.



Questions - Written Answers

310

30/09/2014WRW03000Medical Card Reviews

30/09/2014WRW03100434. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a review 
for a discretionary medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37005/14]

30/09/2014WRW03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRW03300Hospital Appointment Status

30/09/2014WRW03400435. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37037/14]

30/09/2014WRW03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRW03600Medical Card Administration

30/09/2014WRW03700436. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card, which 
had been previously granted on discretionary grounds but since removed, will be reinstated in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37040/14]

30/09/2014WRW03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRW03900Hospital Appointment Status

30/09/2014WRW04000437. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if an orthopaedic appointment 
will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37043/14]

30/09/2014WRW04100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
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is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRW04200Medical Card Administration

30/09/2014WRW04300438. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason documentary evi-
dence of savings, shares, investments and so on are required to process an application for a 
medical card under EU regulations when the applicant is not subject to the welfare system here 
and is in receipt of a UK pension (details supplied) and has provided documentary proof of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37080/14]

30/09/2014WRW04400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The HSE Primary Care Reimbursement 
Service aims to ensure that every person who is entitled to a medical card or a GP visit card is 
given the opportunity to avail of his or her entitlement. The HSE also has a responsibility to 
ensure that eligibility for services under the GMS schemes is properly assessed before being ap-
proved or refused. Medical card application forms and medical card review forms are designed 
with the intent of capturing all relevant information necessary to assess eligibility for a medical 
card. 

The provisions of the relevant EU Regulations entitle a person to a Medical Card from this 
state if they meet all of the following requirements:

- ordinarily resident in the Republic of Ireland

- insured under the social security legislation of another EU/EEA member state or Swit-
zerland; i.e. receiving a social security pension from that state or working and paying social 
insurance in that state

- not subject to Irish social security legislation. A person is subject to Irish social security 
legislation if s/he is receiving a contributory Irish social welfare payment or is subject to PRSI 
in the Irish State.

As part of the assessment process it is not necessary for an individual to provide evidence of 
shares and investments. In completing an application for a medical card it is necessary to fur-
nish information on wages and pensions, if applicable, in order for the HSE to determine if such 
income is subject to PRSI. An application for eligibility for a medical card under EU regula-
tions must also furnish details of social welfare payments from the EU state with a confirmation 
letter from the awarding authority and an E121/SI form. Under the bi-lateral agreement with 
the UK, no E-form is required and the applicant must provide proof that they are in receipt of a 
qualifying payment from the UK authorities, i.e. a UK social security pension.

30/09/2014WRW04500Hospitals Funding

30/09/2014WRW04600439. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will allocate money to the 
South Infirmary Victoria Hospital, Cork, to allow it to undertake orthopaedic operations and 
begin to clear the backlog that has been created by the lack of funding; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37085/14]

30/09/2014WRW04700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
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ferred to the HSE for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRW04800Medical Card Reviews

30/09/2014WRW04900440. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card review application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford in April 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37092/14]

30/09/2014WRW05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRW05100Hospitals Funding

30/09/2014WRW05200441. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the 
funding for Cappagh hospital to deal with the huge waiting list for hip operations where patients 
are being told that it will be eight months minimum before they will be reached regardless of 
the severe pain they are experiencing and that they are being told by their employers that they 
cannot continue to employ them as they are not fit to perform the functions required to do their 
jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37100/14]

30/09/2014WRW05300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Cappagh National Orthopaedic Hospital 
is a tertiary referral centre and receives referrals from all counties in Ireland for complex or-
thopaedic care, in addition to the provision of the national surgical bone tumour service. The 
Hospital has advised that it has experienced an unprecedented increase in demand for in-patient 
treatment throughout 2014. This is consistent with trends in other jurisdictions with similar 
demographic profiles. 

In terms of access, urgent patients continue to be prioritised and Cappagh Hospital has ad-
vised that due to strict chronological booking policies, all patients attending the hospital are be-
ing offered dates for surgery based on their waiting time to surgery, with due regard to clinical 
categorisation. It has also advised that day case and outpatient activity targets will be achieved 
this year.

I understand that the HSE is in active engagement with Cappagh Hospital to examine and 
agree options for optimising the available theatre resources and to ensure patients have timely 
access.  It is expected that the Hospital will be in a position to carry out additional activity be-
fore year end.

30/09/2014WRX0010030/09/2014WR00150Hospital Waiting Lists

30/09/2014WRX00200442. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the waiting list in Cappagh Hospital for hip replacements to date; the number of hip operations 
that have been preformed since January 2014; his plans to deal with this waiting time; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37101/14]
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30/09/2014WRX00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRX00350Health Strategies

30/09/2014WRX00400443. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to establish a chil-
dren’s future health fund to deliver a package of measures that will protect children’s health, 
including tackling under age smoking and ending under age drinking, as outlined by the Irish 
Heart Foundation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37106/14]

30/09/2014WRX00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Heart Foundation proposes the in-
troduction of a tax on sugar-sweetened drinks and the hypothecation of part of this revenue for 
a proposed ‘Children’s Future Health Fund’.  A proposal to introduce a tax on sugar-sweetened 
drinks remains under consideration.

The measures outlined to tackle underage smoking and drinking reflect those contained in 
Tobacco Free Ireland and the Report of the Steering Group on a National Substance Misuse 
Strategy, 2012.  

30/09/2014WRX00550Childhood Obesity

30/09/2014WRX00600444. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a tax 
on sugar sweetened drinks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37107/14]

30/09/2014WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department of Health’s Special Ac-
tion Group on Obesity (SAGO) is considering a range of measures to tackle obesity, includ-
ing calorie-posting on menus and Healthy Eating Guidelines. A proposal to introduce a tax on 
sugar-sweetened drinks remains under consideration.

30/09/2014WRX00750Accident and Emergency Services Provision

30/09/2014WRX00800445. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to ad-
dress problems with overcrowding at Beaumont Hospital accident and emergency department 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37109/14]

30/09/2014WRX00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the detailed information sought 
by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 446 answered with Question No. 350.

30/09/2014WRX01050Medical Card Administration

30/09/2014WRX01100447. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the apparently inordinate number of documents that go missing while processing applica-
tions for medical cards within the Health Service Executive; if an International Organisation 
for Standardisation is used to measure the performance of processing of applications within the 
HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37121/14]

30/09/2014WRX01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
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cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRX01250HSE Staffing

30/09/2014WRX01300448. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a social worker will be 
assigned to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37123/14]

30/09/2014WRX01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRX01450Cancer Screening Programmes

30/09/2014WRX01500449. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will extend BreastCheck 
to women aged between 65 and 69 years of age as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37126/14]

30/09/2014WRX01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As indicated in previous replies, I fully 
support the proposed extension of the Breastcheck screening programme to the 65-69 year age 
cohort. The timing of the implementation of this extension of the service will depend on the 
availability of resources.

30/09/2014WRX01650Health Services Funding

30/09/2014WRX01700450. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if he will sanction additional 
funding in respect of a resource centre (details supplied) in County Longford which is facing a 
deficit. [37129/14]

30/09/2014WRX01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/09/2014WRX01850Medical Card Application Numbers

30/09/2014WRX01900451. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the total number of medical 
card applications in respect of those under and over 70 years of age currently in the system and 
awaiting decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37130/14]

30/09/2014WRX02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
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response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRX02050Medical Card Administration

30/09/2014WRX02100452. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which it is 
possible to streamline the system of assessment for medical cards with a view to achieving a 
dramatic reduction in the time taken to assess; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37131/14]

30/09/2014WRX02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRX02250Health Insurance Prices

30/09/2014WRX02300453. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which his De-
partment continues to monitor the various issues affecting the cost of private health insurance; 
if particular contributing factors have been identified; if specific action is likely to be taken aris-
ing therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37132/14]

30/09/2014WRX02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department and the Health Insurance 
Authority (HIA) monitor the factors that contribute to costs on an ongoing basis. The cost of 
private health insurance is influenced by issues such as the number of persons and the age pro-
file of those holding private health insurance, ongoing medical innovations which can have an 
impact on the cost of care and the cost of claims. 

I am determined to address the issues contributing to increased costs in the sector. Health 
insurers also have an important role to play in keeping health insurance affordable. I welcome 
the 2% reduction in claims costs across the market for 2013 reported by the HIA and urge 
the sector to further build on this positive achievement. As part of the Consultative Forum on 
Health Insurance, Mr. Pat McLoughlin was appointed as Independent Chair to work with insur-
ance companies, my Department and the HIA to identify effective cost management strategies 
for the industry. Mr. McLoughlin’s final report is expected shortly and I will consider how the 
recommendations can best be implemented.  

I am also keen to create the best possible environment within which more people, particu-
larly young people, will want to obtain and retain private health insurance. Under Lifetime 
Community Rating, from 1 May 2015 loadings will be incurred by anyone aged 35 or over tak-
ing out private health insurance for the first time. Loadings can be avoided by taking out health 
insurance before this date. I am also going to address the sharp price increase that younger 
people currently experience when they can no longer avail of student discounts. This has led 
to a substantial reduction in penetration rates in the 20-25 age group, which I will address by 
making legislative provision for the introduction of Young Adult rates in 2015.

30/09/2014WRX02450National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

30/09/2014WRX02500454. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
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costs associated with previous preparations for the national children’s hospital will be offset and 
utilised as part of the preliminaries in respect of the currently proposed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37133/14]

30/09/2014WRX02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board was established in 2007 as the body with statutory responsibility for the planning, 
design, building and equipping of the new children’s hospital. As shown in the Board’s finan-
cial statements for 2012, an amount of €39.98m in respect of construction work-in-progress is 
included in the balance sheet, relating to expenditure on the project at its previous location at 
the Mater campus.

Much of the work undertaken for the project on that site is transferable to the project in 
its new location. This includes in particular development of activity projections and capacity 
requirements, development of  functional requirements, and decisions on workflow, adjacency 
planning and logistics. This work has been built on in developing the Project Brief for the hos-
pital on the St James’s campus, which was approved in July 2014. As noted in the accounts, the 
Board is to complete a process to review expenditure to date in the context of determining the 
value transferable to the new site.

30/09/2014WRX02650Hospital Waiting Lists

30/09/2014WRX02700455. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the total number of patients 
on waiting lists for various procedures in all hospitals throughout the country as recorded at 
specific times throughout the course of each year in the past five years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37134/14]

30/09/2014WRX02800461. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which research 
has been done into the causes of waiting lists, with particular reference to identification of what 
may be regarded as management issues or initiatives needed to minimise the risk of backlogs 
resulting in waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37140/14]

30/09/2014WRX02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 455 and 
461 together.

In relation to the detailed information sought by the Deputy, as these are service matters 
they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRX02950Orthodontic Service Waiting Lists

30/09/2014WRX03000456. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the total number of chil-
dren currently listed as awaiting orthodontic treatment; the extent to which the waiting list has 
fluctuated in each of the past five years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37135/14]

30/09/2014WRX03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE pro-
vides orthodontic treatment to those who have been assessed and referred for treatment before 
their 16th birthday.  It should be noted that the nature of orthodontic care means that immediate 
treatment is not always desirable. It is estimated that in up to 5% of cases it is necessary to wait 
for further growth to take place before treatment commences.  Patients are assessed by the HSE 
Orthodontic Service under the modified Index of Treatment Need. Patients with the greatest 
level of need  are provided with treatment by the HSE. The information sought by the Deputy 
is as follows:
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Year No. of Patients awaiting treatment
2009 11,519
2010* 11,604
2011** 9,493
2012** 9,824
2013 15,540
2014 (Q2) 16,518
* Figures for the former Western Area not available; 

** HSE Figures for former Western and South Eastern Areas not available.

30/09/2014WRX03150Hospital Services

30/09/2014WRX03200457. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the full 
scale of services continues to be provided at Naas General Hospital, County Kildare; the extent 
to which equipment continues to be upgraded; if adequate staff remain available in all depart-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37136/14]

30/09/2014WRX03300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the detailed query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to 
him directly.

30/09/2014WRX03350Hospital Services

30/09/2014WRX03400458. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the comparisons he con-
tinues to make between the costs associated with hospital care in the public and private sectors 
with a view to ensuring achievement of the maximum efficiency and cost benefit for the public 
sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37137/14]

30/09/2014WRX03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is not currently possible to undertake 
direct comparisons between the cost of hospital care in the public and private sectors because 
neither my Department, nor the HSE, have access to private hospital cost data.  However, steps 
are being taken to help ensure that public hospitals have a better understanding of the costs 
involved with the provision of services.  Such an understanding is essential for hospitals to op-
erate effectively under the new funding model for the health service called Money Follows the 
Patient (MFTP).  Implementation of MFTP commenced in January and the new model is being 
rolled-out in phases over the coming years.

A new Patient Level Costing (PLC) system is being implemented in public hospitals to 
help them to analyse and interpret their operating costs.  Although a pilot PLC project has been 
underway since 2010, the PLC function must now be embedded across all hospitals. This will 
require investment in skills and also in PLC IT systems and feeder IT systems to improve the 
collection and analysis of cost data.  The data provided by the PLC pilot is being used in con-
junction with the current speciality costing methodology to set prices for services and this will 
continue when rolled out to more hospitals.  

The HSE published an Invitation to Tender for a PLC System, to include knowledge transfer, 
in July of this year with a closing date of 26 August.  The tenders are currently being evaluated 
and this process is expected to be completed by October.  Assuming a successful outcome, it is 
intended to establish a contract for the provision of the solution in the fourth quarter of this year.  
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I believe that the combination of the MFTP funding model and a better understanding of 
costs will help to deliver improved efficiency and effectiveness in public hospitals.

30/09/2014WRX03550Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors Recruitment

30/09/2014WRX03600459. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which ar-
rangements are in hand to ensure an adequate supply of junior hospital doctors throughout the 
country in the public health sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37138/14]

30/09/2014WRX03700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The question raised by the Deputy is a mat-
ter for the HSE and I have requested that they respond directly to you.

30/09/2014WRY0010030/09/2014WRY00200Narcolepsy Issues

30/09/2014WRY00300460. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which services 
are currently available for children and parents suffering from narcolepsy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37139/14]

30/09/2014WRY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Service Executive and the De-
partment of Education and Skills continue to provide a range of services and supports to indi-
viduals diagnosed with narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination regardless of age, on an ex 
gratia basis.  These services and supports which are co-ordinated by the HSE National Advo-
cacy Unit are intended to provide that individuals receive tailored assistance to address their 
specific requirements, where appropriate.  It is acknowledged that treatment and individual 
medical needs may need to be reassessed over time to take account of changes in their condition 
or circumstances.  

The ex gratia health supports include clinical care pathways to ensure access to rapid diag-
nosis and treatment, multi-disciplinary assessments led by clinical experts, counselling services 
for both the individuals and their families, discretionary medical cards for those who have 
been diagnosed have been provided to allow unlimited access to GP care and any prescribed 
medication, ex gratia reimbursement of vouched expenses incurred in the process of diagnosis 
and treatment, including travel expenses for attending medical appointments; physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy assessments, dental  assessments and dietary services all on a needs basis.  
Regional co-ordinators have been appointed to assist individuals to provide advice, information 
and access to local services.

On the education side, the National Educational Psychological Services (NEPS) engaged 
with all of the schools being attended by children with narcolepsy to provide guidance and as-
sistance on the condition and the supports available.  These include special education home tu-
ition, the provision of supplemental learning support/resource teaching support on a needs basis 
and the provision of Special Needs Assistants (SNA) support if required.  Furthermore, reason-
able accommodations, including special examination centres and rest breaks were provided for 
students who sat state exams in June.  Similar arrangements will be available on a needs basis 
to students sitting state exams in future years.  The Department of Education and Skills issued 
circulars providing information to schools on the nature, likely symptoms, possible effect of the 
condition of narcolepsy on students and the supports available for students.

With regard to third level, students diagnosed with narcolepsy following pandemic vaccina-
tion can access the Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) scheme, which is a college/
university scheme which offers enhanced access routes to third level education.

All health and educational services and supports will continue to be provided on an ex gra-
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tia basis.  Those services and supports will be reassessed on an ongoing basis to take account of 
the individual’s condition and circumstances.

  Question No. 461 answered with Question No. 455.

30/09/2014WRY00600Universal Health Insurance Provision

30/09/2014WRY00700462. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the current position in 
regard to achievement of universal health insurance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37141/14]

30/09/2014WRY00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am committed to a major agenda of health 
reform, in line with the commitments contained in the Programme for Government and our 
policy statement, Future Health. I want to push ahead as soon as possible with key reforms in 
areas such as extending free GP care on a phased basis, improving the management of chronic 
diseases, implementing key financial reforms including Money Follows the Patient, and estab-
lishing hospital groups as a critical enabler of improving patient quality and efficiency.

When I became Minister for Health I reviewed our progress to date and the timescales for 
implementing very important reforms, including Universal Health Insurance, based on univer-
sal entitlement to a single-tier health service, that is based on need, not income.

I remain committed to implementing the important improvements that a UHI system is 
intended to bring. While I believe that it will not be possible to introduce a full UHI system by 
2019, as envisaged in the White Paper on Universal Health Insurance, I want to emphasise my 
commitment to implementing reforms based on UHI and the White Paper. In order to do this I 
want to examine some key elements further and then to decide on the best way forward.

The Government  published the White Paper on Universal Health Insurance in April of this 
year and my Department initiated a consultation process on it. An independent analysis of the 
submissions is underway and I expect to receive this report in the next week.

My Department has also initiated a major costing exercise to estimate the cost of UHI for 
households and the Exchequer and is working closely with the ESRI and the Health Insurance 
Authority and initial costings should be available by the end of quarter one in 2015.

The independent thematic analysis of submissions  from the consultation process on the 
White Paper and the results of the major costing exercise on UHI will assist in charting a clear 
course towards the objective of a universal, single-tier health service.

30/09/2014WRY00900Patient Safety

30/09/2014WRY01000463. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the ongoing steps taken to 
ensure patient safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37142/14]

30/09/2014WRY01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Patient safety has become both a national 
and international imperative in recent years, with increased emphasis on patient safety in policy 
reform, legislative changes and development of standards of care driven by quality improve-
ment initiatives.  The Commission on Patient Safety and Quality Assurance was established in 
Ireland in January 2007 and published its report in August 2008.  The Commission’s report pro-
vides the roadmap to developing a national culture of patient safety and recommends increased 
leadership and accountability throughout the service through new governance, management 
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and reporting structures.  The Commission made a wide range of detailed recommendations in 
the following areas:

- Involvement of Patients, Carers and Service-Users in the system which covers communi-
cations, open disclosure etc.

- Leadership and Accountability in the system which includes governance, management and 
reporting structures, education, training, research etc.

- Organisational and Professional Regulatory Framework which includes licensing of 
healthcare facilities, regulation of healthcare professionals and credentialing;

- Quality Improvement and Learning Systems which includes evidence-based practice, clin-
ical audit, adverse event reporting, medication safety, health information and technology. 

Since the publication of the Commission’s Report the Department and its Agencies have 
continued to work towards improving patient safety. 

In addition, a number of HIQA Reports and investigations including the HIQA Investiga-
tion into UHG  (2013) and the CMO’s Report on Perinatal Deaths (2006-to date) in Portlaoise 
Regional Hospital earlier this year have informed policy on patient safety and demonstrate that 
we still face many challenges to ensure that our  health and social care services are truly safe 
and of the highest quality.

The HSE, in its National Service Plan 2014 has threaded through the Plan a requirement 
that at a time of further financial contraction, it is especially important to ensure that providing 
the best level of care for patients and service users, must be at the forefront of planning for and 
management of services. This commitment is also a central theme of Future Health - A Strategic 
Framework for Reform of the Health Service 2012-2015.  To this end, the HSE has emphasised 
specific measures focused on quality and patient safety in the Service Plan including HCAIs, 
Medication Safety and implementation of Early Warning Score Systems.  My officials meet 
with the HSE each month on the Service Plan and patient safety is a standing item on that 
agenda. 

There are many facets to the patient safety agenda and several initiatives underway have 
the potential to drive significant change throughout  health service provision over the coming 
years.  The leadership of this change from a governance and management perspective will be a 
key dimension of progressing towards this goal. 

I will just detail briefly below some of the key initiatives introduced to progress patient 
safety: 

- The establishment of the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) which is the 
independent authority responsible for driving quality, safety and accountability in residential 
services for children, older people and people with disabilities in Ireland.  HIQA also sets, 
monitors and inspects against healthcare standards. 

- Approval and publication of HIQA’s National Standards for Safer Better Healthcare   in 
June 2012.  

- Clinical effectiveness is a key component of safe, quality care.  To this end the Minister for 
Health established the National  Clinical Effectiveness Committee (NCEC) in 2010 to provide 
a framework for national endorsement of clinical guidelines and audit to optimise patient care. 
To date, three National Clinical Guidelines have been  launched: the National Early Warning 
Score for Ireland (NEWS), the Prevention and Control Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus 
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aureus (MRSA) and Surveillance, Diagnosis and Management of Clostridium difficile Infec-
tion in Ireland.     Each guideline has been subject to an economic evaluation and implementa-
tion will be monitored through the HSE’s monthly Performance Assurance Reports, compliance 
with HIQA’s National Standards for Safer Better Healthcare and increased alignment with the 
clinical indemnity scheme. 

- An additional four guidelines were commissioned by my predecessor, arising out of the 
HIQA report into the Halappanavar case: Sepsis, Paediatric Early Warning Score (PEWS), Ma-
ternal Early Warning Score (MEWS) and Clinical Handover.   It is planned to launch the Sepsis 
and MEWS Guidelines in November. 

- A National Patient Safety Advisory Group   has been established to support my Depart-
ment in providing national leadership on patient safety and quality and to advise on the devel-
opment of policy in the area of patient safety and quality.

- Legislative proposals are at an advanced stage of development by my Department for the 
introduction of a national licensing system.  This will provide for a mandatory system of licens-
ing for public and private health service providers. 

- Much of the legislation governing healthcare professionals has been extensively updated 
and amended in recent years with the publication of a number of relevant Acts including the 
Medical Practitioners Act 2007 and the Nurses and Midwives Act 2011. 

- ‘Patient Safety First’ is an awareness raising initiative through which healthcare organisa-
tions declare their ongoing commitment to patient safety.   The overall branding was supported 
by a new Patient Safety First logo and the launch of anew website (www.patientsafetyfirst.ie).

- The  establishment by the HSE of the Directorate of Quality and Patient Safety in order to 
strengthen the HSE’s internal quality and risk framework.   

Establishment of HSE’s National  Incident Management Team.

- The establishment by the HSE of its  Advocacy Unit, the publication of the HSE’s Patient 
Charter ‘You and Your Health Service’ and the launch of the WHO’s Patient Safety Champion’s 
Network  .  

-   A National Policy on Open Disclosure was developed jointly by the HSE and the State 
Claims Agency and launched in November 2013.  Implementation of the policy across all health 
and social services has now commenced by the HSE. 

- The Royal College of Physicians in Ireland and the HSE have jointly set up the Clinical 
Programmes   to provide strategic leadership to develop and roll out models of best practice in 
clinical care nationally.

- The upgrading by the Clinical Indemnity Scheme of the national confidential web-based 
clinical incident reporting system, STARSweb to the National Adverse Event Management 
System (NAEMS).  

Many of these patient safety initiatives have made significant progress in terms of legisla-
tive, regulatory and structural changes.  Changing culture and developing processes for patient 
safety are critical to delivery of a quality safe healthcare service.  A quality and safety culture 
ensures that quality and safety is seen as fundamental to every person working within that 
service, including clinical and non-clinical staff, healthcare managers and the Board, or equiva-
lent, of an organisation. 
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Question No. 464 answered with Question No. 332.

30/09/2014WRY01300Health Services Staff Data

30/09/2014WRY01400465. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the costs associated with 
the employment of agency staff at all levels throughout the health sector, the degree to which 
savings may be made by the appointment of temporary, part-time or full-time staff in lieu 
thereof; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37144/14]

30/09/2014WRY01500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In the Health Sector which provides 24/7 
care 365 days of the year, flexibility is required that allows the use of overtime and agency staff 
to meet agreed and approved service levels. Recourse to overtime or agency is necessary for a 
variety of reasons including, for example, over-runs in operating theatres, sudden increases in 
service demand, to cover for sick leave, annual leave and maternity leave.  However, the HSE 
is focused on reducing current levels of agency usage recognising that the increase in agency 
spending to date this year, up 42% to the end of July compared with 2013, is unsustainable. 

In order to mitigate the impact on frontline services of the reduction in employment num-
bers that has been required, the priority is to reform how health services are delivered in order 
to ensure a more productive and cost effective health system.  Agency staff cannot be used to 
substitute for staff losses as a result of the need to reduce health sector employment. The revised 
working arrangements provided for in the Haddington Road Agreement are a pivotal element 
in this regard. The Agreement has made a number of measures available to the HSE to reduce 
agency costs while maintaining existing service levels. These include the Graduate Nurse Ini-
tiative, the Support Staff Intern Scheme and the additional employee hours made available to 
the HSE due to increased working hours. 

In addition, while it is necessary to continue to control public sector employment, arrange-
ments are in place in the HSE to allow the recruitment of staff where it has been established that 
there is an urgent service requirement. The scope for offering temporary contracts to fill posts 
on a temporary basis where it is established that there is a service need and that savings can be 
achieved by direct employment compared with agency usage is also under consideration.

The specific data requested by the Deputy will be issued to the HSE for direct reply.

30/09/2014WRY01600Health Services

30/09/2014WRY01700466. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the areas throughout the 
health service currently experiencing the greatest pressure/demand in the public health sector; 
the measures/steps required to address any such issues; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37145/14]

30/09/2014WRY01800468. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which budget-
ary provisions for his Department have been adequate to meet requirements to date; and the 
extent to which such requirements and resources are likely to be compatible in the coming year 
without loss or reduction in services.  [37147/14]

30/09/2014WRY01900469. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which on a 
monthly basis his Department has monitored expenditure and costs throughout the health ser-
vice; the areas which have shown to have difficulties staying within budget; the action taken or 
needed in such circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37148/14]



30 September 2014

323

30/09/2014WRY02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 466, 468 
and 469 together.

Officials from my Department continuously monitor expenditure and costs throughout the 
health service and meet on a monthly basis with officials from the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) to discuss the monthly Performance Assurance Reports and Management Data Reports 
produced by the HSE.  These monthly reports detail activity and financial performance in the 
HSE under each of its Divisional Areas and provide an assessment of the key expenditure trends 
across the health services.

This year is, undoubtedly, proving to be a particularly challenging year for the health ser-
vices and this is reflected in the overrun to end July of €286 million.  The Department of Health 
has already signalled that the health service is facing a possible financial overrun of around 
€500 million this year.  Areas which are showing particular difficulty staying within budget in-
clude the Acute Hospital sector (57% of the overall deficit) and the Primary Care sector (19%).

Much comment has been made about waiting lists following the publication of the latest 
Performance Assurance Report.  The success of the Outpatient waiting list initiative, facilitated 
in part through appointments during additional working hours, made available through the Had-
dington Road Agreement, has had the consequence of increasing in-patient and day-case wait-
ing lists, as people who have been seen as out-patients are referred on to such lists for further 
treatment as required.

Hospitals have endeavoured to respond to these developments, in addition to managing 
service demands arising from admissions through Emergency Departments; this is evident in 
higher in-patient and day case discharge activity to date in 2014.  Measures to make use of all 
available capacity and to drive evidence-based best practice health-care for optimum outcomes 
are being developed by the HSE, in collaboration with acute hospitals, the SDU and the NTPF.  
These include:

· Strict observation of the National Waiting List Protocol (2014), including strict adherence 
to chronological scheduling and bi-annual validation of lists for all patients waiting more than 
3 months

-  Adherence to relevant HSE National Clinical Programme guidelines

-  Flexible usage of theatre capacity within specialties

-  Prioritising Day-of-surgery admission where clinically appropriate

-  Implementation of pre-admission clinics to ensure that patients are fit for surgery 

In addition, the availability of acute hospital beds is significantly constrained in that a sig-
nificant number of patients who are deemed medically fit for discharge are awaiting alternative 
care arrangements in the community in the form of long term nursing home care, respite care 
or transitional care.  A co-ordinated approach to delayed discharges between Acute and Social 
Care Divisions of the HSE is underway to reduce the number of people awaiting placements to 
nursing homes or home, depending on their personal requirements.  Despite this initiative, the 
HSE indicates that the numbers of patients awaiting discharge will continue to increase over the 
next number of months thus reducing in-patient capacity for winter months.

The funding pressures in primary care are mainly related to local demand led schemes, 
PCRS and legacy child-care expenditure.  However, positive developments include the fact that 
waiting times for physiotherapists and occupational therapists have decreased and there has 
also been improvement in end of life care and childhood health surveillance. 
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There has been understandable focus recently on the challenging resource constraints within 
which the health services are operating.  While the budgetary targets this year are particularly 
constrained, it is important to recognise that financial and resource constraints have applied in 
each of the last number of years as a direct consequence of the emergency financial situation 
the Government has had to address during its period in office.  These challenges come at a time 
when the demand for health services is increasing each year which, in turn, is driving costs 
upwards.  However, despite these resource reductions and increasing service demands the HSE 
has managed to support growing demand for its services arising from such factors as population 
growth, increased levels of chronic disease, the ageing of the population, increased demand for 
prescription drugs, and new cost intensive medical technologies and treatments.  The HSE and 
its staff are to be commended for their ongoing efforts to meet these increased demands on its 
services since 2008.

I have already stated that I am hopeful that next year things will be improving in regards to 
HSE waiting times and budget overruns.  Any improvements will of course be contingent on 
getting a realistic budget in place for next year.  I will continue to engage with the HSE and the 
Department of Public Expenditure with a view to putting in place a budget for 2015 which will 
stabilise the health service.

30/09/2014WRY02100Primary Care Centre Provision

30/09/2014WRY02200467. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number and location 
of primary care centres already provided throughout the country; those pending; the extent to 
which the latter are ready to go; when they will be ready for use; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37146/14]

30/09/2014WRY02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
responsibility for the provision of Primary Care Centres.  The folllowing table sets out the loca-
tion of Primary Care Centres in operation throughout the country.

The part of the question relating to Primary Care Centres not yet in operation has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

Primary Care Centres in Operation

- HSE Region County Location In Operation Method of Delivery

1 DML Dublin Irishtown Prior to March 2011 Direct Build

2 DML Dublin Pearse Street Prior to March 2011 Direct Build

3 DML Dublin Balally/ Milltown Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

4 DML Dublin Killiney Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

5 DML Dublin Ballogan/Leopardstown Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

6 DML Kildare Naas Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

7 DML Laois Mountmellick Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

8 DML Offaly Banagher/Kilcormac Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

9 DML Offaly Clara Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

10 DML Offaly Daingean Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

11 DML Offaly Moneygall/Shinrone Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

12 DML Westmeath Kinnegad Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

13 DML Wicklow Newtownmountkennedy Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

14 DNE Cavan Virginia Prior to March 2011 Direct Build - Existing Health 
Care Facility Refurbished

15 DNE Dublin Ballymun Prior to March 2011 Direct Build

16 DNE Meath Dunboyne Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

17 DNE Meath Trim Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease
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- HSE Region County Location In Operation Method of Delivery

18 South Carlow Carlow Town Shamrock 
Plaza/South Carlow/Ba-
gnlestown

Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

19 South Cork Dunmanway/Dri-
moleague

Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

20 South Cork Rosscarbery Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

21 South Cork Skibbereen Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

22 South Cork Mallow Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

23 South Cork Mitchelstown Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

24 South Tipperary Cashel Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

25 South Waterford Waterford City West Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

26 South Wexford Gorey (The Palms) Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

27 West Donegal Letterkenny Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

28 West Galway Inis Oir Prior to March 2011 Direct Build

29 West Galway Inis Mór, Aran Islands Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

30 West Galway Ballinasloe Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

31 West Galway Moycullen Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility.  
Expansion Required

32 West Roscommon Strokestown Prior to March 2011 Direct Build - Existing Health 
Care Facility Refurbished

33 West Mayo Achill Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

34 West Mayo Charlestown Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

35 West Limerick Ballylanders Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

36 West Limerick Hospital Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

37 West Limerick Limerick City/Ballynanty Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

38 West Clare Limerick City at West-
bury

Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

39 West Tipperary Nenagh Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

40 West Roscommon Roscommon Town Prior to March 2011 Operational Lease

41 West Sligo Sligo Town Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

42 West Sligo West Sligo Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

43 West Donegal Fanad/Rosguill Prior to March 2011 Existing Health Care Facility

44 DML Dublin Inchicore Post March 2011 Direct Build

45 DML Dublin Ballyfermot Post March 2011 Direct Build

46 DML Dublin Churchtown Post March 2011 Operational Lease

47 DML Dublin Dublin City at James 
Street/Pimlico/Liberties

Post March 2011 Operational Lease

48 DML Dublin Bride St/Liberties (Old 
Meath Hospital Campus)

Post March 2011 Operational Lease

49 DML Dublin Rathfarnham Post March 2011 Short Term Lease

50 DML Kildare Newbridge Post March 2011 Operational Lease

51 DML Kildare Clane Post March 2011 Operational Lease

52 DML Laois Portarlington Post March 2011 Operational Lease

53 DML Longford Longford Town Post March 2011 Operational Lease

54 DML Westmeath Athlone at Clonbrusk Post March 2011 Operational Lease

55 DNE Cavan Cootehill Post March 2011 Direct Build

56 DNE Cavan Cavan Town Post March 2011 Operational Lease

57 DNE Cavan Kingscourt Post March 2011 Operational Lease

58 DNE Cavan Cavan Town at Connolly 
Court

Post March 2011 Operational Lease

59 DNE Dublin Blanchardstown/Grove 
Court/Blakestown/
Mountview

Post March 2011 Operational Lease

60 DNE Louth Carlingford Post March 2011 Direct Build - Existing Health 
Care Facility Refurbished

61 DNE Louth Ardee Post March 2011 Direct Build - Existing Health 
Care Facility Refurbished
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- HSE Region County Location In Operation Method of Delivery

62 DNE Meath Dunshaughlin Post March 2011 Direct Build - Existing Health 
Care Facility Refurbished

63 DNE Meath Ashbourne Post March 2011 Operational Lease

64 DNE Meath Summerhill Post March 2011 Operational Lease

65 DNE Meath Enfield Post March 2011 Refurbishment to existing 
Health Care Facility

66 DNE Cavan Bailieborough Post March 2011 Direct Build - Existing Health 
Care Facility Refurbished

67 South Kerry Kenmare/Sneem Post March 2011 Operational Lease

68 South Kerry Dingle/West Kerry Post March 2011 Direct Build - Existing Health 
Care Facility Refurbished

69 South Kilkenny Callan Post March 2011 Operational Lease

70 South Kilkenny Kilkenny at Grange’s 
Road/Ayrfield 

Post March 2011 Operational Lease

71 South Cork Macroom (North Lee) Post March 2011 Operational Lease

72 South Cork Cork City at Mahon/
Blackrock (South Lee)

Post March 2011 Operational Lease

73 South Cork Kinsale Post March 2011 Operational Lease

74 South West Cork Schull/Mizen Post March 2011 Operational Lease

75 South Waterford Tramore Post March 2011 Operational Lease

76 South Wexford Gorey (Gorey Medical 
Centre)

Post March 2011 Operational Lease

77 West Donegal Glenties Post March 2011 Direct Build

78 West Galway Galway City East/Bal-
lybane

Post March 2011 Operational Lease

79 West Galway Athenry Post March 2011 Operational Lease

80 West Galway Loughrea Post March 2011 Direct Build

81 West Leitrim North Leitrim/West Ca-
van at Manorhamilton

Post March 2011 Direct Build

82 West Limerick Limerick City - Abbey/St 
Mary’s/King’s Island

Post March 2011 Operational Lease

83 West Mayo Ballina Post March 2011 Operational Lease

84 West Roscommon Castlerea Post March 2011 Operational Lease

85 West Roscommon Monksland/South 
Roscommon

Post March 2011 Operational Lease

  Questions Nos. 468 and 469 answered with Question No. 466.

30/09/2014WRY02500Hospital Acquired Infections

30/09/2014WRY02600470. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the steps taken or needed to 
be taken to prevent hospital bugs and infections throughout the public health sector; the extent 
to which comparisons have been made with the private sector in this regard; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37149/14]

30/09/2014WRY02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The prevention of Healthcare Associated 
Infections (HCAIs) and colonisation/infection of  patients with antimicrobial-resistant organ-
isms (AMR) is one of my Department’s priorities in protecting patient safety.  HCAIs represent 
a major cause of preventable harm and increased healthcare costs. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the prevalence of MRSA has dropped considerably in recent 
years.  There has been a decrease of 62.5% in reported cases of MRSA from 2006 to 2013; first-
quarter returns for 2014 see a minor rise compared to quarter 1 of 2013 but it must be  stressed 
that these figures are provisional.  There are, however, concerns about the rates of resistance 
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of other organisms as detailed in the EARS- Net Report referenced below.  While the reduc-
ing trend in reported rates of MRSA in Ireland is welcome, MRSA rates are comparably high 
with other countries and we must systematically build our actions and processes to continue to 
reduce the prevalence of MRSA in this country. 

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) collates information from acute public 
and private hospitals on healthcare associated infections and antimicrobial resistant organisms 
such as MRSA, Clostridium difficile etc.  The most recent European Antimicrobial Surveillance 
System Report (EARS - Net) for Quarter 1, 2014 was published on June 17th.  The full Report 
is available at http://www.hpsc.ie/hpsc/A-Z/MicrobiologyAntimicrobialResistance/European-
AntimicrobialResistanceSurveillanceSystemEARSS/EARSSSurveillanceReports/2014Reports/.

The HSE has implemented a number of national initiatives in the control and prevention of 
HCAIs over many years, more recently the HSE’s National Clinical Programme for the preven-
tion and control of HCAIs and AMR which commenced in late 2010 and is supported by the 
national RCPI/HSE Clinical Advisory Group on HCAIs which provides expert guidance and 
leadership to the health system.  The overall aim of the National Clinical Programme is that 
every healthcare worker and all parts of the healthcare system recognise that the prevention 
and control of HCAIs and AMR is a key element of clinical and non-clinical governance.  The 
programme focuses on getting three basic practices right every time patients are cared for; these 
are hand hygiene,  using antimicrobials appropriately (antimicrobial stewardship) and prevent-
ing medical device-related infections i.e., IV lines/drips, urinary catheters.  If the above three 
measures are applied consistently and reliably every time healthcare workers care for their 
patients/residents/client then a significant proportion of HCAIs, including that caused by AMR 
will be prevented. 

Public reporting of HCAIs and AMR in Irish acute hospitals includes:

- HCAIs Prevalence Study 2006 and 2012

 - S. aureus bloodstream infection (reported quarterly since 2007) – this includes public re-
porting of MRSA rates per hospital.  Arrangements have now been made for monthly collection 
of new cases of C. Difficile and - Staphylococcus bloodstream infection rates which will inform 
future HSE Service Plans 

- Alcohol hand rub consumption (reported bi-annually since 2007)

- Antibiotic consumption (reported bi-annually since 2007)

- Hand hygiene compliance (reported bi-annually since 2011)

In December last my predecessor launched and endorsed the second National Clinical 
Guideline, Prevention and Control Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA).   This 
National Clinical Guideline provides practical guidance on prevention and control measures for 
MRSA to improve patient care, minimise patient morbidity and mortality and to help contain 
healthcare costs.  The guideline has been developed for all healthcare staff involved in the care 
of patients, residents or clients who may be at risk of or may have MRSA in acute hospitals, 
obstetrics and neonates, nursing homes/long stay residential units and the community.  

The Department is ensuring that Patient Safety remains a priority within the HSE’s Annual 
Service Plan through specific measures focused on quality and patient safety including HCAIs, 
Medication safety and implementation of Early Warning Score systems.  My officials meet the 
HSE each month on the Service Plan and patient safety is a standing item on that agenda.

There are no comparative statistics for the private sector regarding initiatives to prevent 



Questions - Written Answers

328

hospital infections; reporting of HCAIs to the HPSC covers all acute hospitals, both public and 
private, in Ireland.   

30/09/2014WRY02800Ebola Outbreak

30/09/2014WRY02900471. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if his Department, along with 
the Health Service Executive, are putting in place systems to enable health professionals to 
work on a short-term basis in west Africa to assist in the efforts to deal with the Ebola outbreak; 
if similar arrangements will be put in place to those established by the NHS in Britain; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37158/14]

30/09/2014WRY03000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Ireland is very supportive of measures to 
fight the Ebola outbreak in West Africa.  My colleague the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade has provided significant additional resources through Irish Aid to help the measures to 
control the outbreak.  To date a number of Health Service Executive staff have spent periods 
of time working with Aid Agencies such as Médecins Sans Frontières and  the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in a number of West African countries during this outbreak.  The exact 
arrangements to allow them to undertake this work is a matter for the individuals concerned and 
the Health Service Executive.  I support any initiatives to facilitate these and others to work in 
the affected countries.

30/09/2014WRY03100Hospital Services

30/09/2014WRY03200472. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the number of registered gyn-
aecologists and registered psychiatrists here; the number of these that have indicated that they 
wish to be available under the terms of the Protection of Life in Pregnancy Act; the numbers 
that have indicated that they wish to be excluded on the grounds of conscientious objector or 
other grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37164/14]

30/09/2014WRY03300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is aware, the Protection Dur-
ing Pregnancy Act was enacted in July 2013 and commenced in January 2014. This is the law 
that now regulates access to lawful termination of pregnancy in Ireland and, as such, it is ex-
pected that all medical professionals will comply with it.  

The registration of medical professional is a matter for the Medical Council.  I have been 
advised that   in the Specialist Division of the Register of Medical Practitioners there are 257 
doctors in the speciality of Obstetrics and Gynaecology and 704 doctors in the specialty of Psy-
chiatry.  There is no requirement for medical professionals to issue notifications to me or my 
officials of the kind the Deputy has referred to.

In the case of conscientious objection, medical professionals can refer to Section 17 of the 
Act.  Section 17 provides that medical practitioners, nurses and midwives will not be obliged 
to carry out, or to assist in carrying out medical procedures under the Act if they have a consci-
entious objection. A doctor who has a conscientious objection shall arrange for the transfer of 
care of the pregnant woman concerned as may be necessary to enable the woman to avail of the 
medical procedure concerned.  

30/09/2014WRY03400National Positive Ageing Strategy Implementation

30/09/2014WRY03500473. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the National Positive Ageing Strategy launched on 25 April 2013 with a guarantee that 
an implementation plan would follow within six months; the date on which the implementation 
plan will be completed; the date on which the implementation plan will be published; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [37167/14]

30/09/2014WRY03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The National 
Positive Ageing Strategy provides a vision for an age-friendly society and includes four Na-
tional Goals and underpinning Objectives to provide direction on the issues that need to be 
addressed to promote positive ageing. The Strategy commits to the preparation of an Implemen-
tation Plan to facilitate the translation of the Goals and Objectives of the Strategy into action 
on the ground. Preparation of this Plan involves a wide range of  Departments and agencies all 
of which must operate within the resources  available to them. Progress is being made and the 
objectives  of the Strategy will be progressed as soon as possible.

In parallel to the development of an implementation plan, a number of initiatives are in train 
to  implement  components of the Strategy under all four National Goals. In the area of older 
people’s services and supports, for example, the Review of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme 
is under way, the Single Assessment Tool has been developed and will be rolled out, measures 
are being taken to ensure integrated care for older patients, and palliative care services are be-
ing improved. 

As part of the implementation process, a Healthy and Positive Ageing Outcomes Initiative 
has been established as a joint initiative of the Department of Health, the HSE’s Health and 
Wellbeing Programme and the Atlantic Philanthropies. The Initiative will run from October 
2014 to December 2017, and will include the development of indicators to monitor changes in 
older people’s health and wellbeing at national and local level associated with the implementa-
tion of the National Positive Ageing Strategy and the Healthy Ireland Framework.

30/09/2014WRY03700Medical Card Applications

30/09/2014WRY03800474. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37171/14]

30/09/2014WRY03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

30/09/2014WRY04000Health Services

30/09/2014WRY04100475. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
pilot scheme in the area of orthodontics currently in place in Dublin north east which involves 
using orthodontic therapists; and the number of patients who will be treated under this pilot 
scheme in 2014 and in 2015.  [37172/14]

30/09/2014WRY04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE 
Dublin North East (DNE) Orthodontic Service has been chosen as the pilot area for this new 
training programme. One member of the dental hygienist staff and one member of the dental 
nursing staff have commenced training in September 2014. This course is being accredited by 
Dublin Dental Hospital, Trinity College and is one year in duration. 
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In the course of training these students will work under the direct supervision of specialist 
orthodontists currently working in HSE units in the treatment of a number of children eligible 
for HSE-funded orthodontic treatment. It is only when the students have successfully complet-
ed their course in September 2015 that they may be allocated patients to themselves, working 
under a treatment plan as designed by a specialist or consultant orthodontist. The programme is 
on a pilot basis only and not considered a routine part of the service. 

30/09/2014WRY04300Health Services Provision

30/09/2014WRY04400476. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of patients 
waiting for an assessment and the number of children waiting for treatment with the orthodon-
tics service of the Health Service Executive with a breakdown based on each HSE region, in-
cluding Dublin north east; and if he will report on the average waiting times for patients seeking 
referrals and treatment with the orthodontics service. [37173/14]

30/09/2014WRY04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE pro-
vides orthodontic treatment to those who have been assessed and referred for treatment before 
their 16th birthday.  It should be noted that the nature of orthodontic care means that immediate 
treatment is not always desirable. It is estimated that in up to 5% of cases it is necessary to wait 
for further growth to take place before treatment commences.  Patients are assessed by the HSE 
Orthodontic Service under the modified Index of Treatment Need. Patients with the greatest 
level of need i.e. Grade 5 or Grade 4 are provided with treatment by the HSE. Information on 
waiting times is collated by the HSE by region and for the intervals as shown below.  The most 
recent information on assessment and treatment waiting lists relates to the second quarter of 
2014.

Waiting time for 
assessment 

1 - 6 months 7 - 12 
months 

13 - 24 
months

>24 months TOTAL

HSE Dublin 
Mid-Leinster 

2,030 1 0 0 2,031

HSE Dublin 
North East

397 556 0 0 953

HSE South 1,203 396 109 12 1,720
HSE West 1,606 268 62 18 1,954
TOTAL 5,236 1,221 171 30 6,658

Waiting time from assess-
ment to commencement 
of treatment 

1 - 6 
months

7 - 12 
months 

13 - 24 
months

25-48 
months

Over 48 
months

TOTAL

HSE Dublin Mid-Leinster 1,133 779 1,060 1,261 87 4,320
HSE Dublin North East 163 626 997 1,252 748 3,786
HSE South 650 439 946 1,333 9 3,377
HSE West 1,257 1,220 1,496 1,010 52 5,035
TOTAL 3,203 3,064 4,499 4,856 896 16,518

30/09/2014WRY04600Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRY04700477. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form all 
of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups under his Department’s remit; 
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the core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at same; the budget of each for 2013 
and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of the agencies or organisations; and 
the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive their powers.  [37207/14]

30/09/2014WRY04800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There are eighteen agencies and bodies 
which operate under the aegis of the Department which have a role in delivering health ser-
vices. Some are involved in delivering services while others are regulatory or advisory.  This 
information is available on the Department’s website http://health.gov.ie/about-us/agencies-
health-bodies/.

The name, function, establishing legislation, date of establishment, employment control 
ceiling and funding status for these agencies and other groups under the remit of the Depart-
ment, is being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy when it is available.

30/09/2014WRZ0010030/09/2014WRZ00150Overseas Development Aid Expenditure

30/09/2014WRZ00200478. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans 
towards honouring the commitment to spending 0.7% of national income on overseas develop-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36588/14]

30/09/2014WRZ00300480. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
set out a revised plan to achieve Ireland’s international target of allocating 0.7% of GNP for 
overseas aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36924/14]

30/09/2014WRZ00400485. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his position 
on meeting Ireland’s overseas aid target of allocating 0.7% of GNP. [37176/14]

30/09/2014WRZ00500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock): I propose to take Questions Nos. 478, 480 and 485 together.

The Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s overseas aid programme, which is at 
the heart of our foreign policy. Our policy on International Development, “One World, One Fu-
ture”, which was launched last year, clearly states our commitment to the UN target of provid-
ing 0.7% of Gross National Product (GNP) for Official Development Assistance (ODA), and to 
making further progress towards it when economic circumstances permit.  

Despite the extremely difficult economic circumstances, we have successfully managed to 
stabilise the budget for development assistance over the past three years.  Since 2011 we have 
allocated a total of over €2.5 billion for ODA.  We provided €657 million in 2011, €629 million 
in 2012, and €637 million in 2013.  For 2014 we will spend some €600 million on ODA.  These 
are substantial allocations of public funds and represent a genuine investment on behalf of the 
Irish people in assisting those less fortunate than ourselves.  They are also clear evidence of the 
Government’s strong commitment to the aid programme.

The estimates process for Budget 2015 is now in its finals stages. As with allocations to 
all Government Departments, Budget 2015 allocations for ODA will be framed in the context 
of our policy commitments and the overall budgetary circumstances we face.  The final 2015 
Budget allocation, which is ultimately a decision for Government, will be announced by the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform on 14 October.  As I have stated publicly, and in 
response to earlier Questions, I and the Minster for Foreign Affairs and Trade have made, and 
will continue to make, the strongest case possible for the allocation to the development assis-
tance programme.
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30/09/2014WRZ00550International Agreements

30/09/2014WRZ00600479. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he is satisfied 
with the level of input by his Department to the proposed Irish ratification of the EU free trade 
agreement with Colombia and Peru; the degree to which his Department has been consulted in 
formulating the Government position; the extent to which he believes the ratification complies 
with the One World, One Future document signed off by the Cabinet in May last year which 
commits the Government to greater coherence across Government policy in support of develop-
ment objectives; if he will support further debate in Dáil Éireann on the issue before deciding to 
ratify the agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36830/14]

30/09/2014WRZ00700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Free Trade 
agreement between the European Union and its member states on the one part and the Repub-
lic of Colombia and the Republic of Peru on the other is an agreement within the meaning of 
Article 29.5.2° of the Constitution. Ratification by Ireland is therefore subject to prior approval 
of the Dáil. My colleague, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation Richard Bruton 
T.D. has previously informed the House that it is his intention to seek the necessary approval of 
Dáil Éireann during the course of this year in respect of the EU-Colombia and Peru Free Trade 
Agreement.

As with all trade and investment agreements between the EU and third countries, my De-
partment has worked closely with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation from the 
beginning of the process of negotiations between the EU and Colombia and Peru on this agree-
ment right through to the ratification phase. This work has included close coordination between 
the officials of the two Departments to promote and support the inclusion of provisions in the 
agreements to reflect the importance of human rights, in particular labour and environmental 
rights and sustainable development.

Since the signing of the agreement and the entry into force of the EU-Colombia element in 
August 2013, officials from both Departments and from Ireland’s Embassy in Mexico, which 
is accredited to Colombia, have maintained an ongoing dialogue regarding progress made in 
implementing the Agreement, including in relation to the provisions on labour and environmen-
tal rights and on mechanisms for dialogue with civil society.

As Deputy Nolan notes, policy coherence in support of global development objectives is a 
cornerstone of Ireland’s foreign policy and one to which this government is strongly committed. 
I am satisfied that the close cooperation between both Departments on the EU-Colombia and 
Peru Free Trade Agreement is a good example of whole-of-government coherence in support-
ing Ireland’s development and foreign policy objectives and my officials will continue to work 
together with their counterparts in the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation as the 
ratification process is progressed. The organisation of Dáil business is a matter for the whips.

  Question No. 480 answered with Question No. 478.

30/09/2014WRZ00850Humanitarian Aid

30/09/2014WRZ00875481. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has 
discussed with the Italian Presidency of the European Union the need to have a rapid and co-
ordinated approach by the European Union to assist in dealing with the crisis arising from the 
ebola outbreak in west Africa; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [37153/14]

30/09/2014WRZ00900482. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
put forward at the European Union Foreign Affairs Council the need for the establishment of a 
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Europe-based rapid reaction force to help with the humanitarian crisis in west Africa following 
the ebola outbreak; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37154/14]

30/09/2014WRZ01000483. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
consider urgently the proposals put forward by GOAL and Doctors Without Borders at the re-
cent meeting of the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs on the need to provide an adequate and 
urgent response to assist in dealing with the ebola outbreak in west Africa; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37155/14]

30/09/2014WRZ01100484. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the propos-
als to provide additional humanitarian aid to assist in the response to the ebola outbreak in west 
Africa; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37157/14]

30/09/2014WRZ01200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock): I propose to take Questions Nos. 481 to 484, inclusive, together.

The Ebola outbreak in West Africa and is now recognised as an international public health 
emergency.  On 21 September the World Health Organisation estimated the total number of 
cases in the region at over 6,200, with more than 2,900 deaths so far.  The epidemic shows no 
signs of abating and the UN has stated that, in addition to the devastating affect it has already 
had on economic development in the most-affected countries, it is also a threat to security, gov-
ernance and political stability in the region.

Ireland is strongly supporting the efforts of the international community to provide a speedy, 
comprehensive and effective response to this crisis.  Ireland was one of the co-sponsors of a 
UN Security Council resolution on Ebola adopted on 18 September, which led to the establish-
ment of a new UN Mission for Ebola Emergency Response - UNMEER.  Under the auspices 
of UNMEER, the UN Secretary General has now launched the UN Ebola Multi-Partner Trust 
Fund in order to unite the efforts of the international community and UN organisations and to 
act as a platform for the global control of the Ebola outbreak.  The Secretary General’s Special 
Envoy on Ebola, David Nabarro, issued a call on 24 September for funding of €1 billion.  On 
25 September, a High Level Meeting was held at the UN in New York to focus world attention 
on the crisis.

The European Council considered the crisis at its special meeting on 30 August and called 
for increased response co-ordination across the Member States.  A comprehensive EU response 
framework is now in place and the EU has so far pledged €180 million for the fight against 
Ebola, in addition to individual Member State contributions.  EU mobile laboratories are al-
ready deployed in the region to help with the diagnosis and confirmation of cases and to train 
laboratory technicians.  EU funding will also be used to strengthen local healthcare systems and 
improve food security, water and sanitation.  

During the UN High Level Event on the 25 September it was stressed that medical evacu-
ation and transport are two major bottlenecks in the Ebola response effort.  The EU is also ac-
tively considering the coordination of Member State military and civilian assets to support the 
evacuation of patients from the region.

The two countries most seriously affected by the Ebola crisis, Liberia and Sierra Leone, 
are partner countries for Ireland’s development aid programme.  We have already provided 
humanitarian funding of €350,000 direct to NGOs working on the Ebola response.  Last week 
I announced additional funding of €660,000 for UNICEF to enable it to provide life-saving 
nutritional supplies to children who have been affected by the crisis.  

My Department has also been working through the UN Humanitarian Response Depot in 
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Accra, Ghana, to mobilise 42 tonnes of pre-positioned Irish humanitarian supplies for distribu-
tion to those most affected, including survivors and vulnerable children.  A member of Ireland’s 
Rapid Response Corps has also been deployed to Dakar, Senegal, and is working with the World 
Food Programme in setting up an air transit centre for use by the UN Humanitarian Air Service.

This funding and support is in addition to our ongoing development programmes in Sierra 
Leone and Liberia, where we are providing a total of some €10 million, a considerable propor-
tion of which will be re-directed to fighting the spread of the virus and establishing further treat-
ment facilities.  We are also providing very significant funding for the long term development 
work of our NGO partners in the countries, last year amounting to over €6 million.  

I fully share the serious concerns about this crisis and I am satisfied that the international 
community is now fully seized of the need to act quickly, decisively and generously in bringing 
the outbreak under control and eventually eliminating the disease.  I am planning to visit Free-
town this week to gain a personal understanding of the local and regional impact of the Ebola 
crisis.  I will also be reviewing the Irish Aid programmes in Sierra Leone and Liberia and con-
sidering what more Ireland can do to help these countries and people that are so badly affected.

  Question No. 485 answered with Question No. 478.

30/09/2014WRZ01325Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRZ01350486. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will provide 
in tabular form all the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups under his De-
partment’s remit; the core duties and functions of each; the number of staff in each; the budget 
of each for 2013 and the proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of the agencies or 
organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive their powers. 
[37206/14]

30/09/2014WRZ01375Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There are no State 
agencies, bodies or organisations under the aegis of my Department. There are seven ad hoc 
advisory groups/committees to which I make appointments. These are: the Emigrant Services 
Advisory Committee; the Advisory Group of the Global Irish Network; the Irish Aid Expert 
Advisory Group; the NGO Standing Committee on Human Rights; the Standing Committee on 
Holocaust Education, Research and Remembrance; the Monitoring Group on Ireland’s National 
Action Plan for the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 and the 
Consultative Group on Ireland’s Second National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security. 
Officers from my Department provide secretariat and other supports to the aforementioned 
groups; they have no staff of their own. 

I am also responsible for making appointments to the Ireland–United States Commission 
for Educational Exchange (The Fulbright Commission). The Commission is jointly financed by 
the Irish and US Governments and enjoys autonomy of management and administration, in ac-
cordance with the Educational Exchange (Ireland and the United States of America) Act, 1991. 
The Commission has a staff of four.
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Group/Committee Core duties Budget 2013 Budget 2014 Year Established Legislative 
basis 

Emigrant Services Advisory 
Committee (ESAC)

Provides advice 
on the alloca-
tion of grants to 
Irish community 
organisations in 
Britain under the 
Emigrant Support 
Programme.

N/A N/A 1984 N/A

Advisory Group of the 
Global Irish Network

Charged with 
overseeing the 
implementation, 
where appro-
priate, of the 
initiatives which 
emerge from 
the Global Irish 
Economic Forum 
and coordinating 
the overall work 
programme for 
the Global Irish 
Network

N/A N/A 2012 N/A

Irish Aid Expert Advisory 
Group

Offers indepen-
dent expert advice 
to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade and 
the Minister for 
Development, 
Trade Promotion, 
and North South 
Co-operation 
on the strategic 
direction of the 
Ireland’s overseas 
development aid 
programme

N/A N/A 2010 N/A

NGO Standing Committee Provides a 
framework for a 
regular exchange 
of views between 
my Department 
and representa-
tives of the NGO 
community on 
human rights 
issues.

N/A N/A 1995 N/A

Standing Committee on 
Holocaust Education

Provides a mecha-
nism to help co-
ordinate Ireland’s 
engagement with 
the Interna-
tional Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA) 
which Ireland 
joined in 2011.

N/A N/A 2012 N/A

Monitoring Group on Ire-
land’s National Action Plan 
on UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325, 2011 - 
2014

Oversees the 
regular and 
systematic review 
of progress on the 
National Action 
Plan.

N/A N/A October 2012 (Ex-
pires end 2014)

N/A
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Group/Committee Core duties Budget 2013 Budget 2014 Year Established Legislative 
basis 

Consultative Group on 
Ireland’s Second National 
Action Plan on Women, 
Peace and Security

Inputs into the 
development of 
Ireland’s Second 
National Action 
Plan which details 
the actions to be 
undertaken in 
implementing the 
Women, Peace 
and Security 
Resolutions of the 
United Nations 
Security Council.

N/A N/A June 2013 N/A

Ireland-United States Com-
mission for Educational 
Exchange (Fulbright Com-
mission)

Administration 
of cultural and 
educational ex-
changes between 
Ireland and the 
United States of 
America

€1,088,091 total 
budget, of which  
€254,000  provided 
from my Depart-
ment

€1,176,542 total 
budget, of which 
€254,000 provided 
from my Depart-
ment

1991 Educational 
Exchange (Ire-
land and the 
United States 
of America) 
Act, 1991

30/09/2014WRZ01388Pupil-Teacher Ratio

30/09/2014WRZ01400487. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the student-teacher ratio at a school (details supplied) in County Galway; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [36447/14]

30/09/2014WRZ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Department of Education 
and Skills Circular 0007/2014 sets out the criteria for the allocation of teaching posts to primary 
schools for the 2014/2015 school year.  The key factor for determining the level of staffing re-
sources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year 
and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September.  The Staffing arrangements for primary 
schools includes the provision where schools experiencing rapid increases in enrolment can 
apply for additional classroom posts on developing grounds.  Donaghpatrick National Schools 
has been provisionally approved for 1 developing classroom post based on the projected enrol-
ment of 125 pupils provided by the school.  This post will be substantiated if the school reaches 
a minimum of 123 pupils enrolled on the 30 September, 2014.  If substantiated, this will bring 
the total classroom teaching posts in the school  to five.  The staffing schedule also includes an 
appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under certain criteria, including developing 
grounds, to an independent Appeals Board.

In addition, the staffing appeals process at primary level has been extended to allow schools 
that are not gaining an additional teaching post under the developing schools criterion to sub-
mit an appeal to the Primary Staffing Appeals Board.  This appeal criterion is targeted at those 
schools that make a significant contribution to the provision of school places and so assist the 
response to demographic growth within their area and, as a result, are under significant pressure 
on their class sizes at infants level.  Circular 0007/2014 provides details for schools wishing 
to make an appeal.  Donaghpatrick National School submitted an appeal to the February, 2014 
meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board under this new criterion – alleviating some 
of the pressures on class sizes.  The Appeal Board considered the application on 26 February 
2014 and determined that the application did not satisfy all of the published criteria as set out 
in circular 0007/2014.  The next meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board will be held in 
October, 2014. The closing date for schools to submit an appeal application to the Department’s 
Primary Allocations Section is Friday 3 October, 2014.
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30/09/2014WRZ01550Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

30/09/2014WRZ01600488. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills the financial sup-
port options available to an Irish citizen who has just completed the leaving certificate and is 
studying in a university in England; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36590/14]

30/09/2014WRZ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the terms of the stu-
dent grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions 
of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, approved course, previous 
academic attainment and means.

Under my Department’s student grant scheme, eligible candidates may receive funding pro-
vided they are attending an approved course at an approved institution, an approved course is 
defined as a full-time undergraduate course of at least two years duration or a full-time post-
graduate course of not less than one year duration pursued in an approved institution.  Students 
who are attending undergraduate courses in an EU Member State, can apply for a maintenance 
grant in respect of an approved course which is being pursued in an approved institution.  The 
student grant scheme does not extend to postgraduate courses pursued outside of Ireland.

To determine eligibility, a student may submit a fully completed online grant application to 
SUSI, via studentfinance.ie.  The application process for the 2014/15 academic year currently 
remains open.

30/9/2014WRZ01750Schools Building Projects Applications

30/09/2014WRZ01800489. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary that has applied for major capital fund-
ing; the timeframe for completion of works; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[36613/14]

30/09/2014WRZ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, this school has made an application to my Department for large scale capital funding for 
an extension.  The current status of all projects on the school building programme, including the 
school in question, may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.  In view 
of the financial constraints imposed by the need, as outlined in the Five Year Plan, to prioritise 
available funding for the provision of essential additional school places to meet demographic 
demand, the Deputy will appreciate that it is not possible to indicate at this point when a major 
project for the school in question will be progressed.  However, it is open to the school, should 
additional teaching posts be allocated, to apply to my Department for additional accommoda-
tion to meet its immediate accommodation needs.

30/09/2014WRZ01950Third Level Institutions Mergers

30/09/2014WRZ02000490. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the development of a new technological university for the south east; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36669/14]

30/09/2014WRZ02100508. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide a 
progress report on the proposed merger of IT Carlow and Waterford IT to form the new techno-
logical university of the south east.  [36833/14]

30/09/2014WRZ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take questions 
490 and 508 together.
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A formal expression of interest was received by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) 
from Waterford Institute of Technology and Carlow Institute of Technology in applying for 
designation as a Technological University. The group has now passed the first stage of a four 
stage process and criteria for designation and can proceed to the second stage where detailed 
plans for merger and meeting the robust performance criteria have to be developed. In the third 
stage, evaluation of these plans by an international expert panel will take place followed by a 
legal merger and eventual designation.  The General Scheme of a Technological Universities 
Bill was published by my predecessor in early 2014. It is envisaged that the Bill will be enacted 
in 2015 to ensure that there is a legislative framework in place to allow for mergers and for the 
establishment of Technological Universities where merged institutes pass the quality and per-
formance bar that has been clearly set out.

The timeframe for a complete merger and designation as a Technological University will 
depend on the capacity of the proposed institutions to meet the criteria for designation.  It is a 
matter for the institutes involved as to when they are ready to submit their detailed plans to-
wards merger to the HEA for consideration.

30/09/2014WRZ02250School Playgrounds

30/09/2014WRZ02300491. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if amenity grants are 
available to a school (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [36686/14]

30/09/2014WRZ02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy is aware, 
my Department approved a significant devolved grant for the school in question to provide an 
extension which I understand was completed earlier this year.  However in view of the need to 
prioritise available funding towards the provision of essential mainstream classroom accom-
modation, my Department is currently not in a position to consider applications from schools, 
including the school referred to by the Deputy, for the development of playspace at this time.

30/09/2014WRZ02450School Curriculum

30/09/2014WRZ02500492. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the pro-
posed politics and society course will be available for the leaving certificate cycle; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [36691/14]

30/09/2014WRZ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Politics and Society 
subject will be made available to schools once the NCCA has advised my Department on a 
number of outstanding issues. No date has been set for its implementation in schools, pending 
the receipt of advice from the NCCA.

30/09/2014WRZ02650Teacher Training Provision

30/09/2014WRZ02700493. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans 
to change the implementation of the policy in the professional development service for teachers 
with regard to the need for staff within the service to retire or return to the classroom within five 
years, whereby they lose experience built up in the service throughout the years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36692/14]

30/09/2014WRZ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department, through 
the teacher support services, engages teachers on a full time basis annually for the provision 
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of continuing professional development (CPD) through secondment from their schools.  These 
secondments are subject to annual review.  The arrangements provide flexibility and ensure that 
the in-service needs of teachers and other support priorities of the school system can be met 
within the resources available.  Having teachers with relevant and recent teaching experience 
and expertise is a key requirement for the role.  It is a condition therefore that the maximum 
length of time that a teacher may be on secondment is five years, following which they return to 
their teaching roles within their schools. In this way, their expertise and knowledge is not lost to 
the system.  The support services, including the Professional Development Service for Teachers 
(PDST)  must engage in succession planning as a key strategy in ensuring continued support 
for teachers and school leaders in implementing national education policy priorities and CPD 
and which allows for continuity, quality planning and management.  Therefore I have no plans 
to change the policy of the five year limit.

30/09/2014WRZ02850Visiting Teacher Service

30/09/2014WRZ02900494. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the review carried out into the visiting teacher service; when the review 
will be concluded; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36694/14]

30/09/2014WRZ03000497. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the review carried out into the visiting teacher service; when the review 
will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36736/14]

30/09/2014WRZ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 494 and 497 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the review of the Visiting Teacher Service was carried out 
in response to policy advice from the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) in May 
2013, which recommended that the service should be reviewed.  Accordingly, my Department 
commissioned an independent review of the service in line with the NCSE recommendations.

The review has now been concluded and a report has been submitted to my Department. 
The report is currently being considered by my officials.  When this process has been concluded 
the question of publication of the report and implementation of the Report’s recommendations 
will be considered.  I can confirm however that my Department is committed to continuing to 
provide appropriate high quality resources to schools for the education of children with special 
educational needs, including children with hearing and visual impairment.

30/09/2014WRZ03150Apprenticeship Programmes

30/09/2014WRZ03200495. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps she is 
taking to implement the review of apprenticeship training here; the recommendations made in 
the said review; if in particular she will establish an apprenticeship council and new apprentice-
ships across the multiple trades; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36723/14]

30/09/2014WRZ03300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
An implementation plan for the recommendations of the Review of Apprenticeship Training 
in Ireland was published on the 30th June 2014.  The Plan sets out how a new Apprenticeship 
Council will make a call for proposals from consortia of employers and education and training 
providers for the development of new apprenticeships.  I have sought nominations from the 
relevant stakeholders to participate in this Apprenticeship Council. I expect to announce the 
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membership of the Council shortly and this will facilitate the progression of a call for proposals 
for new apprenticeships.

30/09/2014WRAA0010030/09/2014WRAA00150Fee Paying Schools

30/09/2014WRAA00200496. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will ensure 
that fee charging schools (details supplied) are provided with adequate funding in budget 2015; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [36728/14]

30/09/2014WRAA00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that I have been in discussions with all the education partners, which included Pre-Budget mat-
ters.

I met with the Joint Managerial Body which represents all voluntary secondary schools, 
including fee charging schools.

I received their Pre-Budget 2015 submissions, which covered the matters raised by the 
Deputy. 

The Deputy will appreciate that I cannot at this stage anticipate any specific decisions the 
Government may take in the next Budget.

  Question No. 497 answered with Question No. 494.

30/09/2014WRAA00375Industrial Disputes

30/09/2014WRAA00400498. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her at-
tention has been drawn to an industrial dispute at a site under the school building programme 
(details supplied) in County Dublin; and her views on the allegations that the use of sub-con-
tracting work on some sites has led to a substantial loss of pay and conditions for workers on 
the site and in some other sites under the school building programme.  [36742/14]

30/09/2014WRAA00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am aware of an issue at 
the school site referred to by the Deputy. I would encourage all parties involved to use the ap-
propriate industrial relations channels to resolve this current matter.

School building projects which are funded from public monies, including the school project 
in question, are required to use the forms of contract provided under the Capital Works Man-
agement Framework which includes a suite of public works contracts, standard conditions of 
engagement, model forms, suitability assessment questionnaires and guidance notes published 
by the Office of Government Procurement (OGP). The OGP is an office within the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform which has been tasked with centralising public sector pro-
curement arrangements for common goods and services.

A building project is a complex arrangement of contractual relationships between the client, 
the main contractor, specialist sub-contractors, domestic sub-contractors, suppliers of materi-
als, suppliers of plant etc. In general all sub-contractors employed on education sector building 
projects are employed directly by the Main Contractor or indirectly by the Main Contractor 
through other sub-contractors. It is a matter for all sub-contractors to agree terms and conditions 
and a schedule of payments with the Main Contractor as their direct employer.

Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board is the Client/Employer under 
the Contract for the particular project to which the Deputy refers. While my Department is the 
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funding authority for the project, it is not a party to the Contract and, as such, my Department 
has had no direct dealings with the Contractor regarding this particular project.

30/09/2014WRAA00550School Staffing

30/09/2014WRAA00600499. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views 
that two temporary teachers allocated to a school (details supplied) in Dublin 17 will remain in 
their posts this academic year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36744/14]

30/09/2014WRAA00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department has been 
in contact with the school referred to by the Deputy and has clarified the staffing arrangements 
for the 2014/15 school year.

30/09/2014WRAA00750Youthreach Programme Funding

30/09/2014WRAA00800500. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the to-
tal amount of funding provided by her Department for the Youthreach programme per year 
from 2010 to date in 2014; and her views with respect to the Youthreach programme for 2015.  
[36756/14]

30/09/2014WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The funding provided by my Department for the Youthreach programme in the years 2010 to 
2013 was as follows:

YEAR FUNDING
2010  €71m
2011  €74m
2012  €71m
2013 €69.6m

SOLAS, the Further Education and Training Authority, has taken over the funding of all 
further education programmes with effect from 1 January 2014.  I understand from SOLAS that 
funding of €69m has been allocated to the Youthreach programme in 2014 and the process of 
identifying the funding requirements for 2015 will commence shortly with the Education and 
Training Boards.

30/09/2014WRAA00950Youthreach Programme Reviews

30/09/2014WRAA01000501. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
conduct a review of the Youthreach programme; and, if so, if the Joint Committee on Education 
and Skills will be involved in this review. [36757/14]

30/09/2014WRAA01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
SOLAS, the Further Education and Training Authority, is responsible for planning, co-ordinat-
ing and funding Further Education and Training programmes.  As part of the Further Education 
and Training Strategy 2014-2019, SOLAS will undertake a review of all further education and 
training programmes, including the Youthreach programme.  My understanding is that this pro-
cess will begin with a review of the Post Leaving Cert (PLC) Programme in 2015 and that the 
review of Youthreach will take place in the latter years of the Strategy period.
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30/09/2014WRAA01150Teaching Qualifications

30/09/2014WRAA01200502. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
for teachers who wish to register with the Teaching Council and the requirement to have com-
pleted 300 teaching hours before registration; if any of these hours may be voluntary, under-
taken for the purposes of qualifying for registration; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [36769/14]

30/09/2014WRAA01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I take it that the Deputy is 
referring to the 300 hours Post-Qualification Employment (PQE) requirement, which is applied 
as a condition to all post-primary school teachers after registering under Regulation Four of the 
Teaching Council Registration Regulations 2009. 

As the Deputy is aware, the Teaching Council is the body with statutory responsibility for 
the procedures and criteria for the probation of teachers including periods of probation. 

In order to satisfy the condition of PQE, applicants must provide evidence of 300 hours’ 
teaching employment in a recognised post-primary school and have three years to address this 
condition. Employment as a substitute teacher is acceptable for the purposes of fulfilling this 
condition. However, I am advised by the Teaching Council that voluntary hours are not reckon-
able against Post-Qualification Employment as they are not deemed to be employment, for the 
purposes of Post-Qualification Employment.

The Deputy may also wish to note that, under circular 46/2011, the Department allowed 
schools and ETBs to participate in the National Internship Scheme, JobBridge, administered 
by the Department of Social Protection. JobBridge can provide valuable teaching experience 
to teachers and assist them in securing employment subsequently. A JobBridge internship may 
allow a newly qualified teacher to undergo the probation/PQE process required to become fully 
registered. 

30/09/2014WRAA01350Teacher Training Provision

30/09/2014WRAA01400503. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her De-
partment changed the criteria for eligibility of primary teachers to be trained as reading recov-
ery teachers; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [36777/14]

30/09/2014WRAA01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Reading Recovery is a li-
censed programme which has been made available to primary schools through the Professional 
Development Service for Teachers (PDST). 

There are over 500 schools currently participating in the programme. My Department, 
through the PDST, continues to prioritise support for DEIS Band 1 and DEIS Band 2 schools as 
well as maintaining ongoing support for other schools already participating in the programme. 

All schools can continue to access support in the area of literacy as part of the roll out of a 
programme of continuing professional development for “Literacy and Numeracy for Learning 
and Life - The National Strategy to Improve Literacy and Numeracy for Children and Young 
People 2011 - 2020”.

30/09/2014WRAA01550Reading Recovery Programme

30/09/2014WRAA01600504. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her De-
partment has carried out an evaluation of the effectiveness of the reading recovery programme 
in primary schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36778/14]
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30/09/2014WRAA01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Reading Recovery is a li-
censed programme which has been made available to primary schools through the Professional 
Development Service for Teachers (PDST). 

Emerging evidence from work carried out by the Educational Research Centre (ERC) is 
positive on the range of interventions including Reading Recovery in place for DEIS schools. 
An evaluation by the Inspectorate in 2011 also demonstrated that the effectiveness of specialised 
programmes is maximised when they are integrated into the overall programme in a school.

Support for all schools provided by the PDST takes this into account as part of the ongoing 
continuing professional development programme for “Literacy and Numeracy for Learning and 
Life - The National Strategy to Improve Literacy and Numeracy for Children and Young People 
2011 - 2020”.

30/09/2014WRAA01750Student Grant Scheme Payments

30/09/2014WRAA01800505. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their Student Universal Support 
Ireland grant application. [36782/14]

30/09/2014WRAA01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the application of the stu-
dent referred to by the Deputy is currently under consideration and a decision will issue when 
the assessment is complete.  

30/09/2014WRAA01950School Accommodation

30/09/2014WRAA02000506. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 216 of 18 September 2014, if she will outline in tabular form the 
latest demographic data referred to in her reply relating to County Wicklow; the sources of the 
data; the methodology involved in its compilation; the specific areas where the data indicates 
that further school accommodation may be needed from 2015; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [36783/14]

30/09/2014WRAA02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Forward Planning Sec-
tion of my Department uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to analyse demographic 
data in order to determine the areas where additional school accommodation may be required. 
A variety of data sources are used in this analysis, including census data, school enrolment data, 
and child benefit data obtained from the Department of Social Protection. 

An analysis of the relevant data is currently ongoing on a nationwide basis.  Until the exer-
cise is completed, it is too early to say where additional primary school accommodation might 
be needed from 2015 onwards.

30/09/2014WRAA02150Proposed Legislation

30/09/2014WRAA02200507. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the proposed admissions Bill (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [36814/14]

30/09/2014WRAA02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Government gave approval in March of this year for drafting the Education (Admissions to 
Schools) Bill 2014. The General Scheme has since been referred to the Office of the Parliamen-
tary Counsel to the Government for drafting. Drafting of the Bill is currently underway.
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The objective of the Admissions to School Bill is to provide an over-arching framework to 
ensure that how schools decide on who is enrolled and who is refused a place in schools is more 
structured, fair and transparent.

A key objective in designing the framework is to create greater confidence for parents that 
the admission criteria laid down by schools are legitimate, reasonable and fair.

  Question No. 508 answered with Question No. 490.

30/09/2014WRAA02375Special Educational Needs Service Provision

30/09/2014WRAA02400509. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will acquire 
the Rosmini facility (details supplied) in Gracepark Road, Dublin 9, as a specific centre for the 
education of blind and autistic children. [36838/14]

30/09/2014WRAA02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will note that 
the primary school and Pobalscoil Rosmini post-primary school buildings are not included in 
the property which is on the market. With regard to the property for sale, I wish to advise that 
when the proposed sale was brought to the attention of the Department, officials from my De-
partment met with the Rosminians (Institute of Charity). My Department has sought and has 
been provided with assurances from the Rosminians (Institute of Charity) in relation to the 
future use of the campus and securing the interests of the educational provision for the children 
and continuity of other existing services there. 

30/09/2014WRAA02550Youthreach Programme Funding

30/09/2014WRAA02600510. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
allocated in 2013 and 2014 for Youthreach projects; the number of Youthreach projects in op-
eration in 2013 and 2014; the number of students in Youthreach programmes in 2013 and 2014; 
the agreed or preferred funding allocation from her Department per capita for each Youthreach 
project in 2013 and 2014; the agreed or preferred allocation from her Department to be held by 
the education and training board for administration of the individual Youthreach projects; and 
if she will provide a comparison for 2013 and 2014 of the total and actual spend per student in 
a Youthreach course compared to the total and per capita funding for a student in comparable 
secondary school.  [36845/14]

30/09/2014WRAA02700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The funding provided for the Youthreach Programme was €69.6 million in 2013 and €69 mil-
lion in 2014. The number of centres in operation in 2013 and 2014 was 110. There were 3,692 
places available on the Youthreach Programme in 2013 and again in 2014. 

Funding for the Youthreach programme is allocated by SOLAS to Education and Training 
Boards who operate the centres in their region. It is a matter for each ETB to decide on the fund-
ing arrangements for the Youthreach Programme under their remit. My Department does not 
have data on the costs of administering the programme by the ETBs per centre or on the cost of 
the programme per centre.

There is no comparable provision in second level education to the Youthreach programme. 
The Youthreach programme provides two years integrated education, training and work experi-
ence for unemployed early school leavers without any qualifications or vocational training who 
are between 15 and 20 years of age. Learners in Youthreach receive a weekly training allowance 
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and can access childcare supports.

30/09/2014WRAA02750School Staffing

30/09/2014WRAA02800511. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
review the decision to remove one mainstream class teacher from a school (details supplied) in 
County Galway on the basis that it is short one pupil for the 86 pupil cut-off point this year; if 
her attention has been drawn to this decision that will mean students being taught in multi-grade 
classes and a number of classrooms lying idle; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[36868/14]

30/09/2014WRAA02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The criteria used for the 
allocation of teachers to primary schools is published annually. The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. The staffing arrange-
ments for the 2014/15 school year are set out in Circular 0007/2014 which is available on the 
Department website. There is no change to the staffing of the school referred to by the Deputy 
for the current 2014/15 school year. The school has a mainstream staffing of Principal teacher 
and 3 classroom teachers based on an enrolment of 86 pupils at 30 September, 2013.

Data in relation to enrolment figures in primary schools in the current school are not yet 
available to my Department. The number of pupils enrolled in individual schools is provided in 
the National School Annual Census and refers to the number of pupils enrolled as of the 30th 
of September in the given academic year. The National School Annual Census is generally re-
turned by schools to the Department by end October. 

The staffing arrangements for the 2015/16 school year will be published early in 2015 and 
this will enable schools to determine their staffing levels for the 2015/16 school year. 

30/09/2014WRAA02950Job Initiatives

30/09/2014WRAA03000512. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if JobBridge intern-
ships for special needs assistants comply with JobBridge criteria, particularly regarding the 
prospect of paid employment after the internship has ended; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [36870/14]

30/09/2014WRAA03100513. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention has 
been drawn to the job description of JobBridge special needs assistants internships include 
general helping out duties in the school, such as administration and classroom assistance which 
are not job descriptions for SNAs according to her Department circular 0030/2014; the reason 
there are disparities between the job descriptions and responsibilities for JobBridge SNA intern-
ships and existing SNAs employed by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [36871/14]

30/09/2014WRAA03200514. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the members of school 
staff who will be responsible for the mentorship for JobBridge special needs assistants during 
their internship; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36872/14]

30/09/2014WRAA03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 512 to 514, inclusive, together.

Circular Letter 46 of 2011 issued by my Department in October 2011 authorised recognised 
schools and Vocational Educational Committees (VECs) now Educational Training Boards 
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(ETBs) to participate in the National Internship Scheme- JobBridge which is administered and 
funded by the Department of Social Protection. The mentoring of the JobBridge intern is a mat-
ter for the employer. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network 
of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating a quantum of Special 
Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school taking into account the assessed care needs of 
children qualifying for SNA support. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in 
allocating such support. The criteria by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in 
my Department’s Circular 0030/2014. 

Once an SNA allocation has been made, the recruitment and deployment of SNAs are mat-
ters for the individual employer. The allocation of SNA support can change from year to year 
and may increase or decrease as students who qualify for SNA support enrol, leave or care 
needs change. 

The aim of JobBridge is to assist in breaking the cycle where jobseekers are unable to get a 
job without experience, either as new entrants to the labour market after education or training 
or as unemployed workers wishing to learn new skills. Participation in the JobBridge scheme is 
entirely voluntary and schools may apply for internships in whichever area they deem appropri-
ate.  Participating schools must comply with Department of Social Protection requirements for 
Host Organisations and also with the guidelines issued by my Department.

The Department of Social Protection have informed me that in order to protect the Job-
Bridge intern and to ensure the integrity of JobBridge, they have introduced a variety of control 
measures and criteria. These ensure that the internship does not displace an existing position; 
that it provides appropriate training and development experience; and that appropriate mentor-
ing and support is provided to the intern.  In addition to the initial vetting of advertisements 
and the requirement for the host organisation to participate in monthly compliance reporting, 
the Department of Social Protection has on-going monitoring of internships.  This involves the 
regular review of monthly compliance reports and the conducting of monitoring site visits to 
facilitate discussions with both parties to the internship.  These monitoring visits comprise a 
combination of randomised visits/inspections with host organisations and of the investigation 
of complaints received from interns or concerned individuals.

The Department of Social Protection also applies a six-month cooling off period to host 
organisations upon the completion of an internship. This cooling off period prohibits organisa-
tions from taking on an intern in the same area of activity as the previous internship for a period 
of six months, except where the intern moves directly into employment. This prevents organisa-
tions from perpetually filling a role with consecutive interns.

30/09/2014WRBB00100

30/09/2014WRBB00250Special Educational Needs Service Provision

30/09/2014WRBB00300515. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria which 
are being adhered to by the National Council for Special Education special educational needs 
organisers when allocating special needs assistant support for special educational needs pupils; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36873/14]

30/09/2014WRBB00400516. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the research processes 
which were followed by her Department in regard to the drafting of Circular 0030/2014; if rel-
evant parties or groups were involved or consulted in advance of the circular being issued; if 
the circular has been sufficiently circulated to relevant parties; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [36874/14]
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30/09/2014WRBB00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 515 and 516 together.  The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, 
through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating a 
quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into ac-
count the assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  
Where children have significant care needs whereby they may need additional support to be 
able to attend school, the NCSE may make an allocation of SNA support to the school to as-
sist that child.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.  
The criteria by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 
0030/2014, which issued to schools on 10th April 2014 and is available on my Department’s 
website at www.education.ie.

This Circular clarifies and restates the purpose of the SNA scheme i.e. to provide schools 
with additional adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who 
also have additional and significant care needs.

The circular is based on recommendations contained in my Departments Value for Money 
and Policy Review of the SNA scheme and also the National Council for Special Education 
Policy Advice on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools.

Both reports concluded that the SNA scheme has been highly successful in supporting the 
care needs of children with special needs in schools, and with assisting to facilitate their inte-
gration and inclusion.  However, the reports also concluded that the intended purpose of the 
scheme was not always generally well understood by parents or schools and that the scope and 
purpose of the scheme should be clarified for schools.

In developing both of these policy review papers my Department and the NCSE consulted 
widely with education partners and stakeholders, including parents of children with special 
educational needs.

The Circular was developed taking into account the recommendations contained in these 
policy advice papers and in conjunction with the NCSE, the National Educational Psychologi-
cal Services and my Department’s Inspectorate division.

Following the publication of the circular, officials at my Department held a series of meet-
ings with stakeholders, including parents of children with special needs, to discuss this Circular 
with them and to clarify any concerns that they may have had.

My Department has also asked the NCSE to prepare an Information Booklet for parents in 
relation to the SNA scheme which it is hoped will be available shortly.

30/09/2014WRBB00550Schools Building Projects Applications

30/09/2014WRBB00600517. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which she has received submissions from the authorities at Hewetson School, Millicent Road, 
Clane, County Kildare, in respect of extra facilities required thereat; if a schedule and time-
frame have been agreed; the full extent of the proposed provisions by way of upgrading the 
existing school facilities or replacement on the existing site; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [36877/14]

30/09/2014WRBB00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school to which he refers has an application with my Department for large scale capital 
funding. The current status of all schools on the school building programme may be viewed on 
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my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

The Deputy will be aware of the demographic challenge facing the education system in the 
coming years.  Given the current financial constraints within which my Department is currently 
operating, priority is being given to applications for essential mainstream classroom accommo-
dation in areas of significant demographic growth and where additional teaching staff has been 
allocated.  This will continue to be the main focus for my Department in the coming years to 
ensure that every child has access to a physical school place.

The Five Year Construction Plan, announced in March 2012, priorities new school build-
ing projects as well as major extensions in areas where significant demographic need has been 
established.  A project for the school in question is not contained on the Plan and it is therefore 
not possible at this point to indicate when a building project for the school will be progressed.

30/09/2014WRBB00750English Language Training Organisations

30/09/2014WRBB00800518. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools which have applied for recognition from the Accreditation and Co-ordination of 
English Language Services under Quality and Qualifications Ireland in the years 2012, 2013 
and to date in 2014; the average waiting time for an application for recognition to be assessed; 
the number of the applications which have been accepted and refused during this period; and 
the number of applications on which a decision is pending. [36926/14]

30/09/2014WRBB00900519. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools which have applied for recognition from the Accreditation and Co-ordination of 
English Language Services under Quality and Qualifications Ireland during the period of 17 
October 2013 to 31 January 2014; the number of these applications which have been accepted 
and refused by the ACELS; and the number of these applications on which a decision is pend-
ing. [36927/14]

30/09/2014WRBB01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 518 and 519 together.

Between 1 January and 31 August 2012, QQI/ACELS processed 13 applications for ACELS 
recognition, of which 7 were successful and 6 were refused.

In the light of the necessary preparations for the establishment of QQI through the amalga-
mation of HETAC, FETAC and the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland (NQAI), new 
applications for ACELS recognition ceased to be accepted from 1 September 2012.  However, 
given the expected timeframe for the establishment of the International Education Mark and 
related Code of Practice, which will supersede the ACELS recognition regime, QQI decided to 
re-open access to ACELS recognition for a temporary period from 17 October 2013 to 31 Janu-
ary 2014.  The purpose of this period was to enable those English Language Training Organisa-
tions (ELTOs) which were ready to apply, and which had expressed a strong interest in gaining 
recognition for 2014, to do so through a revised and strengthened process.

During that period, QQI/ACELS received a total of 35 applications for recognition.  As of 
25 September, 5 of those applications had been successful, 1 application had been refused and 
10 applications ceased due to closure, suspension or a change of circumstances post-applica-
tion.  The remaining 19 applications are still in process, with 14 of those applications being 
close to completion.

With regard to the processing time for applications, the process of assessing application for 



30 September 2014

349

ACELS-recognition has two stages.

Stage 1 involves the submission of relevant documentation by the provider concerned and 
its assessment for compliance with ACELS standards.  Where applications are complete and ac-
curate this stage is completed in a maximum of 10 weeks.  However, the provider may be asked 
for additional information and is given a period of 30 working days to respond.  This can hap-
pen twice. Therefore, where a provider is asked for additional information on two occasions and 
on both occasions takes the full 30 working days, the process can be lengthened considerably.

Stage 2 involves a site visit and inspection report.  The date of the inspection is agreed with 
the provider within 10 days of the completion of Stage 1 and, once completed, the provider has 
10 working days to comment on the factual accuracy of the report.

30/09/2014WRBB01050English Language Training Organisations

30/09/2014WRBB01100520. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of English language schools which have closed in 2013 and to date in 2014; and the number of 
these schools which were accredited with the Accreditation and Co-ordination of English Lan-
guage Services under Quality and Qualifications Ireland. [36928/14]

30/09/2014WRBB01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As ACELS is a voluntary 
scheme, English Language Schools may operate outside the scheme and may close without 
coming to the attention of the Department or its agencies.  For that reason it is not possible to 
provide definitive figures.  For 2013, the Department is aware of the closure of a single school 
offering English language tuition.  The school concerned had had its recognition withdrawn by 
ACELS in advance of its closure.  The Department is aware of 8 schools offering English lan-
guage tuition which have closed in 2014, none of which were recognised by ACELS at the time 
of their closure. However, two of those schools had recently had their recognition withdrawn 
by ACELS. 

30/09/2014WRBB01250English Language Training Organisations

30/09/2014WRBB01300521. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when regu-
lations underpinning the establishment of the international education mark which will apply to 
educational providers including English language schools will be published; and when provid-
ers seeking recognition under the IEM will be permitted to submit applications for recognition. 
[36929/14]

30/09/2014WRBB01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Qualifications 
and Quality Assurance (Education and Training) Act, 2012, QQI is responsible for the estab-
lishment of an International Education Mark and related Code of Practice for the provision of 
education to international learners.

QQI published its White Paper on the International Education Mark in May and will be 
publishing a draft Code of Practice, developed in cooperation with relevant stakeholders, in the 
coming weeks.  The final Policy on the International Education Mark and the Code of Practice 
will be published by QQI before the end of the year. QQI will begin to accept applications for 
authorisation to use the International Education Mark from English Language Training Organi-
sations at the beginning of 2015 and higher education providers will then be able to apply in the 
second half of the year.



Questions - Written Answers

350

30/09/2014WRBB01450English Language Training Organisations

30/09/2014WRBB01500522. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her De-
partment has carried out an impact analysis in conjunction with the Department of Justice and 
Equality to determine the number of English language schools and other educational providers 
which may close due to the new system of regulation for educational providers coming into ef-
fect as set out in the policy statement published in September 2014, entitled Regulatory Reform 
of the International Education Sector and the Student Immigration Regime. [36930/14]

30/09/2014WRBB01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In developing the reforms 
of the international education sector, the two Departments had regard to a range of issues in-
cluding protecting the consumer and education interests of genuine international students, the 
labour market implications, the integrity of the immigration regime as well as impacts on the 
sector, particularly high quality Irish education providers.

On the establishment of the Taskforce on Students Affected by the Closure of Private Col-
leges, it was indicated that my Department and the Department of Justice and Equality were 
working on producing a strong quality framework for the international education sector to en-
sure that only genuine international students study in Ireland, to protect the learners that choose 
to study here and to ensure our international reputation was not undermined.

In this context, the Report of the Task Force noted along with the introduction of a new 
International Education Mark and Code of Practice, that strengthened regulations could lead to 
further college closures which would need to be managed in the short term.  In the event of any 
further college closures in the coming period, it was noted in the Report that arrangements al-
ready in place for reasonable accommodation for students displaced by the closures which have 
already occurred, are designed to have some scalability to accommodate such an eventuality.

The impact of possible college closures, if negative, must be measured against the damage 
done to Ireland’s reputation and the integrity of our immigration system of maintaining the 
status quo.  The reform, along with the introduction of a new International Education Mark and 
Code of Practice, are ulimately to the benefit of the sector, with particular regard to the quality 
of offering and protection for learners.

30/09/2014WRBB01650English Language Training Organisations

30/09/2014WRBB01700523. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
a decision has been made to restrict eligibility for recognition under the new regulatory system 
for the international education sector to bodies accredited to Irish accreditation bodies only as is 
provided for in the policy statement published in September 2014, entitled Regulatory Reform 
of the International Education Sector and the Student Immigration Regime. [36931/14]

30/09/2014WRBB01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The reforms referred to by 
the Deputy are necessary to protect the consumer and educational interests of genuine interna-
tional students, to tackle abuse of the labour market and the immigration regime and to safe-
guard the strong international reputation of high-quality Irish education providers. The Policy 
Statement launched by the Minister for Justice and Equality and I on 2 September provides 
further detail on this issue and can be accessed on the Department’s website at the following 
link: http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/Regulatory-Reform-of-the-Inter-
national-Education-Sector-and-the-Student-Immigration-Regime.pdf.
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30/09/2014WRBB01850School Equipment

30/09/2014WRBB01900524. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
available to primary schools to replace books with tablets; if there is provision under the book 
rental scheme for funding towards the capital outlay; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [36941/14]

30/09/2014WRBB02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The decision to use tablet 
devices is a matter for the Board of Management of a school.  Where the introduction of new 
technology is planned, it is advisable that there should be consultation with members of the 
school community including parents.  The cost and other implications must be fully considered 
by the Boards of Management before a decision is made.

An advice sheet on the adoption of tablets in schools is available on the PDST-Technology 
in Education (PDST - TIE) website.  The PDST-TIE promotes and supports the integration of 
ICT into teaching and learning for schools.  This advice sheet covers areas such as what tablets 
can offer a school, educational considerations, purchasing considerations and software.

A new digital strategy for teaching and learning in schools is under development at present 
and the use of new technologies will be considered again in this context.

Schools may choose to allocate the existing book rental grant provided by the Department 
towards the purchase of electronic books if they wish.

30/09/2014WRBB02050Schools Building Projects Status

30/09/2014WRBB02100525. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 60 of 5 February 2014, the further progress that has been made regard-
ing the acquisition of a site required for the development of a new school (details supplied) in 
County Cork included on her Department’s five year school building programme and due to go 
to construction this academic year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36949/14]

30/09/2014WRBB02150Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that the acquisition of a site for permanent accommodation for the school to which he 
refers is at an advanced stage.  The site acquisition is subject to satisfactory completion of the 
conveyancing process. 

Once the site acquisition is completed, officials from my Department will be in contact with 
the relevant school authorities with a view to progressing the project.

30/09/2014WRBB02225English Language Training Organisations

30/09/2014WRBB02300526. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application for ACELS-QQI recognition for a training centre (details supplied) in 
Dublin 1; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36953/14]

30/09/2014WRBB02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am informed by QQI that 
the application referred to by the Deputy has been processed by ACELS/QQI and the provider 
concerned has been informed of the outcome.
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30/09/2014WRBB02450Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

30/09/2014WRBB02500527. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills in relation 
to Caranua,if she will undertake a review of the level of the service provision in view of re-
cent representations from survivors of institutional abuse to examine if Caranua is sufficiently 
staffed and resourced to deal with the level and the nature of the incoming queries; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [36955/14]

30/09/2014WRBB02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Caranua, the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund Board, is an independent statutory body established pursuant to the 
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012.  It is a matter, in the first instance, for Caranua 
to plan for the delivery of its services and to ensure that its resources are adequately deployed 
so as to enable it to meet the demands being placed on it.  I am aware that there has been a delay 
in processing applications received by Caranua, which arose due to the number of applications 
and calls received being higher than expected and the time taken to recruit staff. With the ap-
pointment of Caranua’s four Application Advisors in late May the organisation has reached its 
full staffing complement of 10 staff.  In addition Caranua is utilising the services of an agency to 
provide additional administrative support with one person currently engaged on that basis.  My 
Department also approved Caranua’s request to engage an agency to provide 6 temporary advi-
sors for 12 weeks to assist it to clear the backlog of applications.  My Department is continuing 
to engage with Caranua in relation to the resources required to enable it to deal with the level 
of demand being experienced.

30/09/2014WRBB02650Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

30/09/2014WRBB02700528. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide detailed financial information on Caranua, publicly and to survivors of institutional 
abuse, which would detail, for example, levels of remuneration, details of the way the fund has 
been invested and the performance of those investments, current cash balance, and outstanding 
moneys that are yet to be paid into the funds and the sources of those moneys; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36956/14]

30/09/2014WRBB02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Caranua, the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund Board, is an independent statutory body established pursuant to the 
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012.  The organisation’s annual accounts, which 
it is required to prepare under section 31 of the 2012 Act, will set out the position in regard to 
its financial affairs.  I understand that Caranua’s 2013 accounts are currently being examined 
by the Comptroller and Auditor General.  The levels of remuneration for the 10 staff employed 
by Caranua were set out in response to Parliamentary Question number 78 answered by my 
predecessor on 2nd July.

As the Deputy will be aware it is intended that cash contributions, of up to €110m, offered 
by the religious congregations will be available to Caranua.  To date, some €78.3m, comprising 
contributions from congregations and associated interest has been lodged to the special invest-
ment account opened by the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) in accordance 
with section 29 of the Residential Institution Statutory Act, 2012.  Two congregations have yet 
to complete their contributions and I will be continuing to press them to give clear timeframes 
for the completion of their contributions with a view to ensuring that Caranua has access to the 
full €110 million committed to it for the benefit of former residents.

Responsibility for the management and investment of the funds available to Caranua rests 
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with the NTMA in accordance with the 2012 Act.

30/09/2014WRBB02850Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

30/09/2014WRBB02900529. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills in relation to 
Caranua her plans to widen the criteria to include a quality of life provision as existed in earlier 
versions of the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36957/14]

30/09/2014WRBB03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): It is a matter for the Board 
of Caranua to determine the range of approved services it will provide in accordance with sec-
tion 8 of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012.  The Act sets out the following 
four classes of approved services - mental health services, health and personal social services, 
educational services and housing support services.  Section 8(3) provides that I, as Minister, 
may prescribe a class of service other than those listed above to be an approved service.  This 
power can be exercised following a recommendation of the Board or following consultation 
with it and any such regulations require a positive motion of both Houses of the Oireachtas.  
While I am aware that the Board is considering making a recommendation to me in this regard, 
I have not as yet received a recommendation from it.

The criteria by which Caranua will determine decisions in relation to applications made to 
it, are a matter for determination by the Board in accordance with section 9 of the 2012 Act.

30/09/2014WRBB03050Gaelscoileanna Issues

30/09/2014WRBB03100530. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if any study 
has been completed by her Department in relation to the need for another second level Irish 
language school to cater for the demand for places in an area (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36958/14]

30/09/2014WRBB03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is currently 
analysing demographic data on a nationwide basis to determine where additional school accom-
modation might be needed from 2015 onwards.  The areas to which the Deputy refers will be 
examined as part of this process at both primary and post-primary level.

As part of the arrangements for establishing new post-primary schools, an initial decision 
is made by my Department, before seeking applications for patronage, on whether the schools 
will operate through the medium of Irish or English.  This will apply for all new post-primary 
schools being established into the future.

The Deputy will be aware that my Department’s current five-year construction plan is fo-
cused on meeting demographic demands to ensure that every child will have access to a physi-
cal school place and that our school system is in a position to accommodate increasing pupil 
numbers.

The establishment of any new school is, therefore, considered in the context of the overall 
need for additional school places to meet future demographic demands and new schools are 
advanced in line with an objective process and criteria for determining patronage and language 
medium of instruction.

In this regard, two new post-primary schools opened in the area referred to by the Deputy 
this September and each will cater for 1,000 pupils when fully developed.
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30/09/2014WRBB03250Schools Building Projects Status

30/09/2014WRBB03300531. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
address an issue involving workers at a site (details supplied) in County Dublin; her plans to 
rectify the situation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36960/14]

30/09/2014WRBB03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am aware of an issue at 
the school site referred to by the Deputy.  I would encourage all parties involved to use the ap-
propriate industrial relations channels to resolve this current matter.

School building projects which are funded from public monies, including the school project 
in question, are required to use the forms of contract provided under the Capital Works Man-
agement Framework which includes a suite of public works contracts, standard conditions of 
engagement, model forms, suitability assessment questionnaires and guidance notes published 
by the Office of Government Procurement (OGP).  The OGP is an office within the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform which has been tasked with centralising public sector pro-
curement arrangements for common goods and services.

A building project is a complex arrangement of contractual relationships between the client, 
the main contractor, specialist sub-contractors, domestic sub-contractors, suppliers of materi-
als, suppliers of plant etc. In general all sub-contractors employed on education sector building 
projects are employed directly by the Main Contractor or indirectly by the Main Contractor 
through other sub-contractors.  It is a matter for all sub-contractors to agree terms and condi-
tions and a schedule of payments with the Main Contractor as their direct employer.

Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board is the Client/Employer under the 
Contract for the particular project to which the Deputy refers.  While my Department is the 
funding authority for the project, it is not a party to the Contract and, as such, my Department 
has had no direct dealings with the Contractor regarding this particular project.

30/09/2014WRCC00100

30/09/2014WRCC00200Schools Building Projects Administration

30/09/2014WRCC00300532. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to in-
crease the number of new schools being built; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37001/14]

30/09/2014WRCC00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Generally, the delivery of 
major school projects to meet significant demographic demands nationally will be the main 
focus for capital investment in schools in the coming years.  The Department’s Five Year Con-
struction Plan is focused on meeting those demographic needs and sets out the school projects 
that are planned to proceed to construction over the duration of the Plan.  My Department will 
also consider applications from schools for funding for additional classrooms where an imme-
diate enrolment need is arising.

As part of the Five Year School Plan, some 40 new schools are to be established across the 
country to cater for increasing demographics.  Many of these schools have already commenced 
operation and the remainder will commence operation between now and 2016.

My Department is currently analysing demographic data on a nationwide basis to determine 
where additional school accommodation might be needed from 2015 onwards and to ensure 
that this is provided in a timely manner.
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30/09/2014WRCC00500School Accommodation

30/09/2014WRCC00600533. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 463 of 23 September 2014, the date on which she expects the 
primary school in Craddockstown to be in an actual school rather than prefabs; the stage the 
process of moving the school out of prefabs is at; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [37031/14]

30/09/2014WRCC00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In view of the financial con-
straints imposed by the need to deliver on the Five Year Plan, the Deputy will appreciate that it 
is not possible to provide an indicative timeframe for the provision of a permanent building for 
the school referred to by the Deputy.  As I advised the Deputy in my response to Parliamentary 
Question No. 463 on 23 September, my Department’s over-riding objective is to ensure that 
every child has access to a physical school place and that our school system is in a position to 
cope with increasing pupil numbers.  This can necessitate the use of temporary accommodation, 
as in the case of this school, until my Department is in a position to provide a permanent build-
ing.  My Department will however continue to liaise with the school authorities regarding their 
long term accommodation needs.

30/09/2014WRCC00800Special Educational Needs Staffing

30/09/2014WRCC00900534. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of special needs assistants who have been made redundant in each year since 2008; the number 
of special needs assistants employed during each of those years; the number of children each 
of those SNAs was working with; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37087/14]

30/09/2014WRCC01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs As-
sistants (SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating 
such support.  The criteria by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Depart-
ment’s Circular 0030/2014.  A school by school breakdown of current SNA allocations for the 
2014/15 school year is available at www.ncse.ie.

It should be noted that where individual SNAs are made redundant due to the fact that some 
schools may have received a reduced SNA allocation because a pupil with special needs has 
left the school, or because pupils have declining care needs as they grow older, this should not 
be represented as a cut.  Where such posts are freed up they are then allocated to other schools 
who may have enrolled new pupils with special educational care needs.  Most redundancies or 
reductions in SNA support are balanced by new allocations elsewhere.  Details on the number 
of SNAs who received a redundancy payment for the years 2008 to date is contained in the fol-
lowing table. These figures include both full redundancy payments and compensation for loss 
of hours (‘partial redundancies’).

The specific information requested by the Deputy in relation to the number of SNAs em-
ployed from 2008 to present is set out in the following table.

I will arrange for the question to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and direct re-
ply to the Deputy in respect of information regarding the number of pupils supported by SNAs 
from 2008 onward.

Part A: Number of Special Needs Assistants as provided by the NCSE



Questions - Written Answers

356

End Calendar Year Number of Special Needs Assistants 2008 - 2014
2008 10,442
2009 10,342
2010 10,543
2011 10,117           
2012 10390            
2013 10,585           
Sept 2014 Allocation being finalised

Part B: Number of Special Needs Assistants who received a redundancy payment

 Year Number of SNAs who received a redundancy payment
2008 261
2009 304
2010 419
2011 620
2012 1,252
2013 634
2014 to date 233

30/09/2014WRCC01100School Transport Provision

30/09/2014WRCC01200535. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the provision that 
will be made for the students (details supplied) in County Longford who have not yet been 
provided with transport to their designated secondary school; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [37089/14]

30/09/2014WRCC01300536. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will sanc-
tion an additional bus transport service for persons (details supplied) in County Longford not 
provided with secondary school transport to their designated school; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [37090/14]

30/09/2014WRCC01400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 535 and 536 together.

The closing date for receipt of applications for school transport was 25 April 2014; the clos-
ing date for receipt of payments or submission of Medical Card details was 25 July 2014 and 
this was subsequently extended to 1 August.

It is understood that these children were late applying/and or making payment for the 
2014/2015 school year.  However, I have asked Bus Éireann to verify the factual position in 
relation to the children in question. I will then contact the Deputy directly to outline the position 
on this matter.  I would stress the importance of families ensuring that their applications and 
payments for school transport are submitted in a timely manner, before the appropriate closing 
dates.

30/09/2014WRCC01500School Curriculum

30/09/2014WRCC01600537. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consider-
ation has been given to introducing a driver’s education class to the secondary school curricu-
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lum, particularly to be taught in transition year, similar to classes offered in US high schools; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37118/14]

30/09/2014WRCC01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A Road Safety programme 
for Transition Year has been available to schools since September 2008.  It was developed 
by the Road Safety Authority in collaboration with my Department, the National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment and the Professional Development Service for Teachers.  The pro-
gramme features inputs from agencies such as the ambulance service, fire service and An Garda 
Síochána, as well as providing for visiting speakers, trips out of school, projects and case stud-
ies.  The programme provides for an introduction to road safety for pedestrians, cyclists, mo-
torcyclists and motorists, and covers such issues as seatbelts and airbags, driver fatigue, drink/
drug driving, enforcement, basic first aid at road crashes, emergency services and rehabilitation.  
The programme is also supported by digital resources, including DVD support and access to 
international websites on road safety issues.  Relevant Driver Theory Test learning is included 
at the end of each module.  The programme does not include driving lessons.  Under the revised 
Junior Cycle framework, schools will need to ensure that their students cover 24 Statements of 
Learning.  One of the Statements of Learning is that the student should “take action to safeguard 
and promote their wellbeing and that of others”.  It is a matter for schools to determine how 
this might be implemented.  It is, for example, open to schools to develop short courses at local 
level addressing this Statement of Learning including, should they so wish, curricular activities 
in relation to road safety.  My Department will continue to work with the Road Safety Authority 
to strengthen the role of schools in promoting road safety even further.

30/09/2014WRCC01800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

30/09/2014WRCC01900538. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a special 
needs assistant will be provided in the case of a child (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [37125/14]

30/09/2014WRCC02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support 
for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for 
SNA support enrolled in the school.  Where children have significant care needs whereby they 
may need additional support to be able to attend school, the NCSE may make an allocation of 
SNA support to the school to assist that child.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s cri-
teria in allocating such support. The criteria by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set 
out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.  The deployment of SNAs within schools is then 
a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Management.  SNAs should be deployed by the 
school in a manner which best meets the care support requirements of the children enrolled in 
the school for whom SNA support has been allocated.  It is a matter for schools to allocate sup-
port as required, and on the basis of individual need, which allows schools flexibility in how the 
SNA support is utilised.  It is important to note that each school’s allocation of SNA support can 
change from year to year and may be increased or decreased as students who qualify for SNA 
support enrol or leave a school. New students with care needs may, or may not, enrol to replace 
students who have left, for example, or SNA allocations may be decreased where a child’s care 
needs have diminished over time. There is always a significant churn of posts within the system.

The NCSE has allocated over 10,900 Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts to schools to 
support students with special needs for the 2014/2015 school year.  A school by school break-
down of SNA allocations for 2014/15 school year is available at www.ncse.ie.  However, the 
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SNA allocation process is still ongoing.  Should a school wish to make an application for ad-
ditional SNA support for a child who was not previously considered for SNA support or who is 
due to enrol to a school, they may do so to the NCSE.  All schools have the names and contact 
details of their local SENO.  Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their 
child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

30/09/2014WRCC02100Proposed Legislation

30/09/2014WRCC02200539. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the implementation of the Equality of Access (Down’s syndrome) Bill; if she will pro-
vide for the recent improvements for all pupils with Down’s syndrome in our national schools; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37127/14]

30/09/2014WRCC02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Equality of Access (Down’s syndrome) Bill has been referred to the Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Education and Social Protection, where it can be considered in the context of forth-
coming proposals to establish a new model for the allocation of resource teaching supports in 
mainstream schools.

I wish to advise the Deputy that all children with Down Syndrome will have access to 
resource teaching support for the coming year, either through a schools General Allocation 
Model, if the child has Mild General Learning Difficulties, or via an allocation made to school 
by the National Council for Special Education, if the child is in the low incidence special edu-
cational needs range, as defined by my Departments Circular 02/05.

The NCSE report on Supporting Students with Special Educational Needs in Schools has 
now been published and is available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.  The report recom-
mends that under the new resource allocation model proposed by the NCSE in its report, chil-
dren should be allocated additional resources in line with their level of need, rather than by 
disability category.

The NCSE report states that the NCSE is confident that the introduction of a new allocation 
model will overcome the difficulty posed by all children with Mild General Learning Disabili-
ties, including children with Down syndrome, who have additional difficulties and who can be 
supported according to their level of need and in line with their learning plan process.

In the meantime, schools are reminded that they can differentiate the level of learning sup-
port granted to ensure that available resources are used to support children in line with their 
needs.

30/09/2014WRCC02400School Transport Provision

30/09/2014WRCC02500540. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has received 
correspondence from the Galway section of the schools transport section of Bus Éireann relat-
ing to problems being experienced in the Oranmore area whereby children are consistently late 
for schools because of the addition of a new school and the effect this has had on the old school 
transport timetable which has not been updated to reflect the additional numbers; if on receipt 
of such correspondence she will provide the necessary direction to Bus Éireann to immediately 
reconfigure the services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37152/14]

30/09/2014WRCC02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien Eng-
lish): Bus Éireann, which operates the School Transport Scheme on behalf of my Department, 
is responsible for the timetabling and scheduling of services.  Officials in my Department are 
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aware of the issues outlined by the Deputy and have requested that Bus Éireann address the 
timetabling issues as a matter of urgency.

30/09/2014WRCC02700Schools Building Projects Status

30/09/2014WRCC02800541. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
a timeframe for the completion of stage 2A design in respect of a school (details supplied) 
in Dublin 15; and when the much needed building development programme will conclude. 
[37161/14]

30/09/2014WRCC02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project referred to by 
the Deputy is currently at Stage 2A (Developed Sketch Design Stage) of Architectural Plan-
ning. My officials have recently written to the Board of Management and their Design Team 
authorising the project to complete Stage 2A and to propose a date for the Stage 2A Stakehold-
ers meeting.  Following this meeting, and subject to no issues arising, the project will then be 
authorised to proceed to Stage 2B which includes the application for statutory approvals and 
the preparation of tender documents.  Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital 
budget imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of ad-
ditional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not pos-
sible to include this project in the 5 year construction programme announced in March 2012.  
School building projects, including the project for this school, which have been initiated but 
not included in the current five year construction programme will continue to be progressed to 
final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to my 
Department in the future.

30/09/2014WRCC03000School Accommodation

30/09/2014WRCC03100542. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to devel-
op a Gaelcholaiste in Dublin 15 to service the needs of west Dublin and east Meath. [37162/14]

30/09/2014WRCC03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is cur-
rently analysing demographic data on a nationwide basis to determine where additional school 
accommodation might be needed from 2015 onwards.  The areas to which the Deputy refers 
will be examined as part of this process at both primary and post-primary level.  As part of 
the arrangements for establishing new post-primary schools, an initial decision is made by my 
Department, before seeking applications for patronage, on whether the schools will operate 
through the medium of Irish or English.  This will apply for all new post-primary schools being 
established into the future.

The Deputy will be aware that my Department’s current five-year construction plan is fo-
cused on meeting demographic demands to ensure that every child will have access to a physi-
cal school place and that our school system is in a position to accommodate increasing pupil 
numbers.

The establishment of any new school is, therefore, considered in the context of the overall 
need for additional school places to meet future demographic demands and new schools are 
advanced in line with an objective process and criteria for determining patronage and language 
medium of instruction.

In this regard, two new post-primary schools opened in Dublin 15 this September and each 
will cater for 1,000 pupils when fully developed.

30/09/2014WRCC03300Minor Works Scheme Applications

30/09/2014WRCC03400543. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the minor 
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works grant for the school year 2014-15 will be granted; if she will provide details on the re-
search her Department has undertaken on the effect of the funding cut on schools; if her Depart-
ment has made any recommendations to schools as to the way they should handle the shortfall 
in funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37166/14]

30/09/2014WRCC03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Circular Letter 0062/2013 
which was published as the Minor Works Grant for the school year 2013/2014 issued last No-
vember states “the grant will only be paid in future years as funding permits”. The focus under 
the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme 2012-2016 is on meeting the demand for 
additional school places. Consequently, there is no funding provided at this time in the 2014 
capital allocation for the payment of a Minor Works Grant.  Funds transferred to schools under 
the Minor Works Grant must be spent on the physical infrastructure of the school or on items 
of furniture and equipment for educational use including IT related equipment.  As the Minor 
Works Grant may not be used for items of a non-capital nature, it has no role to play in the 
day-to-day running costs of a primary school such as the payment of electricity and telephone 
accounts, the purchase of fuel and other current expenses.  I am aware that whenever my De-
partment is in a position to issue a Minor Works Grant (to all primary schools with permanent 
recognition) that it is welcomed by school communities and management bodies as a valuable 
contribution towards the cost of maintaining school infrastructure.

30/09/2014WRCC03600Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

30/09/2014WRCC03700544. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a student (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry is entitled to a student field trip grant; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [37169/14]

30/09/2014WRCC03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy was awarded a Postgraduate Fee Contribution of €2,000 in respect of attendance on 
a Postgraduate Diploma in Primary Education in Mary Immaculate College.  As this award type 
does not contain a provision for field trip expenses the student is not eligible for same.

30/09/2014WRCC03900Legislative Programme

30/09/2014WRCC04000545. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the proposed 
admissions Bill plans to remove educational choice (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [37179/14]

30/09/2014WRCC04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Government gave approval in March of this year for drafting the Education (Admis-
sions to Schools) Bill 2014. The General Scheme has since been referred to the Office of the 
Parliamentary Counsel to the Government for drafting. Drafting of the Bill is currently under-
way.  The objective of the Admissions to School Bill is to provide an over-arching framework 
to ensure that how schools decide on who is enrolled and who is refused a place in schools is 
more structured, fair and transparent.  A key objective in designing the framework is to create 
greater confidence for parents that the admission criteria laid down by schools are legitimate, 
reasonable and fair.

30/09/2014WRCC04200Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRCC04300546. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide in 
tabular form all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups under her De-
partment’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at same; the budget 
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of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of the agencies or 
organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive their powers. 
[37203/14]

30/09/2014WRCC04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Information is cur-
rently being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

30/09/2014WRCC04500Construction Regulations

30/09/2014WRCC04600547. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to support Irish steel fabrication companies in meeting the require-
ments of the Construction Products Regulation I.S. EN 1090-1:2009 and covering some of the 
very significant cost of implementing this regulation; if his attention has been drawn to the 
serious potential for job losses in companies that do not have the resources to comply with the 
regulation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36449/14]

30/09/2014WRCC04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department has been working with a broad range of stakeholders to ensure the industry 
was aware of, and prepared for, the implementation of the Construction Products Regulation 
in Ireland. I also understand that a significant number of steel fabricators operating in the State 
have already established the systems necessary to comply with their obligations under the Con-
struction Products Regulation and, more specifically, the requirements of I.S. EN 1090-1.

Local Enterprise Offices have been established within each local authority and can offer a 
wide range of experience, skills and services to provide assistance in establishing or growing 
a business in Ireland. The Local Enterprise Offices are committed to delivering an enhanced 
and more integrated support service for micro and small business and may be in a position to 
provide support to structural steel fabricators on how they can achieve compliance with the 
requirements of I.S. EN 1090-1.

Under the Construction Products Regulation, which came into full effect across the EU on 
1 July 2013, all construction products covered by a harmonised European standard require a 
Declaration of Performance and must be CE marked before such products can be placed on the 
market. There are more than 420 harmonised standards relating to construction products.

The European Commission gave industry an additional 12 month period, until 1 July 201 
4, for the introduction of the requirements of the Construction Products Regulation applied to 
steel fabricators c overed by I.S. EN 1090-1. This was in recognition of the fact that a large 
number of small steelwork fabricators would benefit from extra time to adapt and prepare.

I would urge all structural steel fabricators who have not done so already to make the ar-
rangements necessary to comply with their obligations under both the Construction Products 
Regulation and I.S. EN 1090-1 at the earliest possible opportunity.

My Department will continue, of course, to work with all stakeholders to support and facili-
tate the implementation of the Construction Products Regulation in Ireland.

30/09/2014WRCC04800Housing Issues

30/09/2014WRCC04900548. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 1575 of 17 September 2014, if 
he will provide details on the membership of the housing supply co-ordination task force for 
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Dublin, including the number of members of the task force and the agencies they represent; the 
number of times the task force will meet on an annual basis. [36469/14]

30/09/2014WRCC05000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Dublin Housing Supply Task Force has 11 members.  It is chaired by the Chief Execu-
tive of South Dublin County Council, and consists of:

- 1 representative of my Department;

- the Director of Service for Planning from each of the four Dublin local authorities;

- 1 representative from the Department of Finance;

- 1 representative from the Housing Agency;

- 1 representative from Irish Water;

- 1 representative from the National Transport Authority; and

- 1 representative from the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA).

The Task Force meets approximately every two months in progressing its work under Ac-
tion 2 of the Government’s Construction 2020 – A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector.

30/09/2014WRCC05100Environmental Policy

30/09/2014WRCC05200549. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will consider legislation similar to that in the United Kingdom limiting 
the height of trees in small suburban gardens; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36474/14]

30/09/2014WRCC05300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): There is currently a civil remedy available concerning branches or roots of neighbouring 
trees encroaching on one’s property.  I will, however, give consideration to the proposal con-
cerned with regard to trees acutely impacting on neighbouring properties in the context of the 
forthcoming review of legislation in this area within my Department.  The UK model is one 
legislative option in this regard and will be taken into account in that context.

30/09/2014WRDD0010030/09/2014WRDD00175Water Charges Administration

30/09/2014WRDD00200550. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the consequences of a person not registering with Irish Water by not 
returning the application form sent to their household with their personal and billing details in 
view of the concerns about sharing personal data with a commercial company. [36550/14]

30/09/2014WRDD00300571. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding non-disclosure of information to Irish Water (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36925/14]

30/09/2014WRDD00400580. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Communi-
ty and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 499 of 23 September 2014, 
where he stated Irish Water is currently fully compliant with data protection requirements, and 
further to written confirmation from the Data Protection Commissioner’s Office which states it 
is likely that Irish Water will be asked to make certain amendments, and in relation to marketing 
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preferences an amendment to the marketing reference in the data protection notice is likely to 
be required, if he will ensure that Irish Water liaises with the Data Protection Commissioner to 
ensure all required changes are made before any citizen is asked to hand over information, or 
incurs any cost for non-compliance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37077/14]

30/09/2014WRDD00500581. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the steps that will be taken by Irish Water’s agents or employees, for 
example, calls or e-mails to the Revenue Commissioners or the Department of Social Protec-
tion in relation to the use of PPS numbers to process household allowances relating to water 
charges; the information Irish Water’s employees or agents will request from bodies or Depart-
ments; the legality of this sharing of information in relation to the Official Secrets Acts; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [37078/14]

30/09/2014WRDD00600582. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will instruct Irish Water to delete all PPS numbers as soon as the 
verification process in relation to household allowances for which the numbers are required has 
been completed. [37079/14]

30/09/2014WRDD00700587. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if under legislation Irish Water is permitted to store PPS numbers of children; 
and if so, if it can be passed on to a third party.  [37119/14]

30/09/2014WRDD00800594. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if householders are legally obligated to complete the water application form 
considering that the estimated charges are on usage and not on the size of the household; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37178/14]

30/09/2014WRDD00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 550, 571, 580 to 582, inclusive, 587 and 594 together.

Under the Water Services Acts 2007 -2013, Irish Water may request its customers and cer-
tain specified persons or bodies, including the Minister for Social Protection, to provide it 
with information so that the Company can perform its functions under these Acts.  The Water 
Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water is responsible for public water services 
and can collect charges from its customers in receipt of water services provided by it.  The Act 
also provides that responsibility for the independent economic regulation of the water sector is 
assigned to the Commission for Energy Regulation, the CER, which has been given statutory 
responsibility for protecting the interests of customers of Irish Water.

In advance of the introduction of domestic water charges, the Government made certain 
decisions on 6 May 2014 relating to the structure of water charges including, inter alia, a free 
allowance per household and an additional free allowance for children on the same qualifying 
conditions as the Child Benefit payment from the Department of Social Protection.

As these allowances are to be funded by Government, Irish Water needs to ensure it has the 
appropriate and sufficient information to reflect these entitlements.  Irish Water is a specified 
body under the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, as amended by Section 20 of the Social 
Welfare and Pensions Act 2014, and is therefore permitted to request PPS numbers to authenti-
cate the identity of the person being provided with an allowance.

Irish Water will treat applicants’ personal data in accordance with the Data Protection Acts 
1988 and 2003.  In complying with these Acts, Irish Water must ensure that the data is only used 
for the purpose it was collected and must also ensure that any data collected is stored securely. 
The collection of Personal Public Services (PPS) numbers allows Irish Water to confirm and 
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validate the entitlement to allowances for each customer.  This information will not be shared 
with any organisation other than the Department of Social Protection for the purpose of veri-
fication, to ensure that each household receives the allowances it is entitled to, be it the free 
allowance per household or any additional allowance for children in receipt of Child Benefit at 
that address.  It will also allow Irish Water to provide lower charges to owners who have unoc-
cupied dwellings.

With charges effective from 1 October 2014 Irish Water is in the process of compiling the 
relevant data to ensure that customers can be billed accurately based on the tariff structure ap-
proved by the CER.  Throughout September, Irish Water has been sending application packs to 
approximately 2 million households, which refer to the effective charging date and the fact that 
billing for domestic customers in receipt of public water services will start in January 2015.  
The application process will enable customers to confirm their details for billing and, by pro-
viding the relevant PPS numbers, claim the allowances that they are eligible for.  Irish Water 
have confirmed that there will be no repercussions for withholding telephone numbers or email 
addresses on the application. 

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) has today made a determination on the wa-
ter charges plan, submitted to it by Irish Water, which sets out the position if customers do not 
validate their details. In these circumstances, a default charge which does not include the free 
allowances will be applied to such customers.  The relevant details of the determination are 
available on its website (www.cer.ie).

Irish Water has an ongoing engagement with the Data Protection Commissioner and has 
advised my Department that it has been asked to provide clarity on some aspects of the legal 
language of its data protection notice as published on its website, www.water.ie.

It has confirmed that this notice was, and is, fully compliant with data protection require-
ments. However, by providing additional clarity, it will reassure customers that data is held se-
curely, used properly and not shared with third parties, except where necessary for the delivery 
of water services such as contractors repairing leaks. Any advice given to Irish Water from the 
Data Protection Commissioner will be further incorporated into its data protection notice.

30/09/2014WRDD00950Local and Community Development Programme Project Funding

30/09/2014WRDD01000551. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to ring-fence funding to support the National Collective of Commu-
nity Based Women’s Networks to deliver the only programme specifically targeted at women 
from disadvantaged communities; and his further plans to provide support for this most margin-
alised group who are not named under the SICAP programme.  [36555/14]

30/09/2014WRDD01100552. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to engage with the National Collective of Community Based Wom-
en’s Networks to resolve the difficulty that has arisen in view of that organisation creating a 
national structure to meet the requirement of the community development programme which 
now precludes it from securing funding post-2014 under the new SICAP. [36556/14]

30/09/2014WRDD01200553. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to support the voluntary board of the National Collective of Com-
munity Based Women’s Networks with its responsibilities to 17 local women’s projects, 44 staff 
members and approximately 200 non-directly employed staff.  [36557/14]

30/09/2014WRDD01300554. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
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cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that marginalised women are not a 
target group of the new SICAP programme; and in view of this if he will provide reassurance 
to the National Collective of Community Based Women’s Networks that an alternative funding 
stream will be made available to continue this valuable work (details supplied).  [36558/14]

30/09/2014WRDD01400557. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to ring-fence funding to support the National Collective of Commu-
nity Based Women’s Networks to deliver the only programme specifically targeted at women 
from disadvantaged communities; and his plans for providing support for this most margin-
alised group who are not named under the SICAP programme.  [36673/14]

30/09/2014WRDD01500558. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to engage with the National Collective of Community Based Women’s 
Networks, which engaged with 35,580 marginalised women across 17 communities throughout 
Ireland in 2013 alone, to resolve the difficulty that has arisen because that organisation created 
a national structure to meet the requirement of the community development programme, which 
now precludes it from securing funding post-2014 under the new SICAP.  [36674/14]

30/09/2014WRDD01600559. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to support the voluntary board of the National Collective of Com-
munity Based Women’s Network with its responsibilities to 17 local women’s projects, 44 staff 
members and approximately 200 non-directly employed staff.  [36675/14]

30/09/2014WRDD01700560. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that marginalised women are not a 
target group of the new SICAP programme; and if he will provide reassurance to the National 
Collective of Community Based Women’s Networks that an alternative funding stream will be 
made available to continue this valuable work.  [36676/14]

30/09/2014WRDD01800579. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding the funding for the National Collective of Community 
Based Women’s Networks which does valuable work in supporting disadvantaged women at 
national and local level; if he will ensure that the current level of funding allocated to NCCWN 
is guaranteed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37034/14]

30/09/2014WRDD01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 551 to 554, inclusive, 557 to 560, inclusive, and 579 
together.

My Department’s Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) is the largest 
social inclusion intervention of its kind in the State. The current Programme officially ended 
at the end of 2013 having operated for four years with funding of €281m over that period.  It 
is being implemented on a transitional basis for 2014 with a budget of €47m pending the roll 
out of the new Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) in April 2015.

Some 17 Women’s Projects under the remit of the National Collective of Community 
Based Women’s Networks (NCCWN) currently receive annual funding of €1.3 million under 
the LCDP. In addition, my Department also supports a number of Women’s projects under 
the Scheme to Support National Organisations (SSNO). This funding scheme, which supports 
national organisations in the community and voluntary sector, aims to provide multi-annual 
funding towards core costs associated with the provision of services. A new round of funding 
under this scheme commenced on 1 July 2014, under which the NCCWN  was allocated some 
€160,122 for the two year period of 1 July 2014 – 30 June 2016.
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The SICAP is one of my key priorities and its budget for next year will be decided in the 
2015 Estimates process. The Programme’s target groups are:

  - Children and Families from Disadvantaged Areas

  - Lone Parents

  - New Communities (including Refugees/Asylum Seekers)

  - People living in Disadvantaged Communities

  - People with Disabilities

  - Roma

  - The Unemployed (including those not on the Live Register)

  - Travellers

- Young Unemployed People from Disadvantaged areas   

In accordance with the Public Spending Code, legal advice, good practice internationally 
and in order to ensure the optimum delivery of the services to clients, the Programme is subject 
to a public procurement process, which is currently underway.  Stage one (Expression of Inter-
est) has been completed. Stage two (Invitation to Tender), will get underway in October and 
will involve the successful applicants from Stage one being invited to apply to one or more Lo-
cal Community Development Committees, in Local Authority areas, to deliver the programme. 
Contracts for SICAP will be determined following the outcome of the procurement process.

The public procurement process is a competitive process that is open to Local Development 
Companies, other not-for-profit community groups, commercial firms and national organisa-
tions that can provide the services to be tendered for to deliver the new Programme. In Stage 
one, joint applications were encouraged and organisations of varying sizes (for example smaller 
organisations working in consortia with larger organisations) were invited to submit joint ap-
plications. That said, I understand that some small groups, such as the groups under the remit of 
the NCCWN, faced a number of challenges in competing in the Stage one process. The results 
of Stage one were released on 24 September and I can confirm that none of the NCCWN groups 
expressed an interest either as lead applicants or as part of a consortium. I am now considering 
the implications of that for NCCWN and will conclude that consideration as soon as possible.

30/09/2014WRDD01950Wind Energy Guidelines

30/09/2014WRDD02000555. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will set a new limit on the distance between wind turbines and places 
of residence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36568/14]

30/09/2014WRDD02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department commenced a public consultation in December 2013 on proposed “draft” 
revisions to the existing 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines focusing specifically on 
the issues of noise, setbacks and shadow flicker. These draft revisions propose:

 - The setting of a more stringent day and night noise limit of 40 decibels for future wind 
energy developments,

 - A mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres between a wind turbine and the nearest 
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dwelling for amenity considerations, and

 - The complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings.     

My Department received submissions from 7,500 organisations and members of the public 
during the public consultation period. The issue of setback distances was raised in a number of 
submissions and it is a matter to which I am currently giving urgent consideration.

The proposed draft revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006, when fi-
nalised, will be issued by me under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as 
amended. Planning authorities, and, where applicable, An Bord Pleanála must have regard to 
guidelines issued under Section 28 in the performance of their functions under the Planning 
Acts.

30/09/2014WRDD02175Homeless Accommodation Provision

30/09/2014WRDD02200556. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to extend the extra funding granted to the Dublin Regional Home-
less Executive to immediately adjacent high-pressure areas like north eastern Kildare, south 
eastern Meath and north Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36628/14]

30/09/2014WRDD02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in ad-
dressing homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of ac-
commodation for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities and the purposes 
for which housing authorities may incur expenditure in addressing homelessness are prescribed 
in Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988. My Department does not fund any service directly but 
provides funding to housing authorities towards the operational costs of homeless accommoda-
tion and related services under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988. Housing authorities provide 
additional funding from their own resources.

The total Section 10 funding being provided by my Department to housing authorities on a 
regional basis for 2014 is €45 million and this amount has been fully allocated to the 9 regions. 
Details of these allocations are set out in the protocols for the delegation of Section 10 homeless 
funding between my Department and the lead housing authority in each of these regions and a 
copy of these protocols is available on my Department’s website at http://www.environ.ie/en/
DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/HomelessPeople/.

The regional approach is considered more appropriate as it helps to bring a more strategic 
perspective to bear on action to address homelessness, including avoidance of over-concentra-
tion of homelessness services in certain centres and promoting appropriate regional availability 
of services, consistent with need. 

Under the funding arrangements, responsibility for rigorous assessment, appraisal and deci-
sion making in relation to proposals for funding of particular services within the current bud-
getary allocation rests with the statutory homelessness Management Group of the respective 
region.

The level of funding available to housing authorities in 2015 for housing programmes in-
cluding homelessness is currently being considered in the context of the Estimates process. In 
light of budgetary demands, I am working with my colleagues in Government to ensure that 
appropriate funding priority continues to be attached to homelessness.
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Questions Nos. 557 to 560, inclusive, answered with Question No. 551.

30/09/2014WRDD02450Water Charges Administration

30/09/2014WRDD02500561. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the water supply of persons living in areas in County Donegal which is often 
cut off due to burst pipes will still have to pay Irish Water a full service rate or will a system 
be in place to refund customers for times of non-existent service to their homes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36679/14]

30/09/2014WRDD02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its custom-
ers in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility for the 
independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting the inter-
ests of customers.

The Act also requires that Irish Water prepare codes of practice on a range of matters, in-
cluding standards in relation to the performance by Irish Water of its functions. Irish Water will 
also be required to prepare a code of practice on any matter considered necessary by the CER. 
Following public consultation, the CER has recently published its decision on the Irish Water 
customer handbook.  These codes of practice form part of this handbook. The customer hand-
book sets out the obligations on Irish Water in relation to both planned and unplanned interrup-
tions to public water supplies. Full details on the customer handbook are available on the CER 
website (www.cer.ie).

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. They may be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by 
telephone on 1890 278 278.

30/09/2014WRDD02650Voluntary Housing Sector

30/09/2014WRDD02700562. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to change the criteria for the buying out of houses for volun-
tary housing groups (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36683/14]

30/09/2014WRDD02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Approved housing bodies (AHBs) are organisations approved under section 6 of the Hous-
ing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 to provide social housing support in conjunction with 
local authorities. These organisations include voluntary housing associations.

Since the late 1980s, close to 25,000 units of accommodation have been provided under 
capital funding schemes underpinned by mortgages. More recently, a scheme was introduced 
that provides an up-front capital payment of up to 30% of the property value to facilitate AHBs 
in raising private finance to acquire or build new social housing units. The capital advanced is 
repayable at the end of a payment and availability agreement, usually after 30 years.

Under the terms of these various funding schemes, AHBs are the de facto owners of these 
properties and are required to make them available for social renting for the duration of the 
mortgage or, as the case may be, the availability agreement.  My Department cannot unilaterally 
make provision for their sale to tenants. Any such decision would have to involve the AHB con-
cerned and have regard to the mortgage on the property. On expiry of the mortgage period and 
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subject to compliance with the terms of the funding agreement, the AHB becomes the owner of 
the property.

Section 45 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 does provide for the sale 
by housing authorities and AHBs of designated new houses to eligible households, subject to 
specified terms and conditions. However, any such sales would have to be done in consultation 
with AHBs. There are no plans to change the current arrangements.

30/09/2014WRDD02850Hydraulic Fracturing

30/09/2014WRDD02900563. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide the names of all organisations and consortiums who sub-
mitted a bid to undertake the joint Northern Ireland Environment Agency-Environmental Pro-
tection Agency research into unconventional oil and gas; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [36690/14]

30/09/2014WRDD03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Following an announcement in November 2013, the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) invited tenders for a joint programme of research into the potential environmental im-
pacts from hydraulic fracturing or ‘fracking’ as a means of extracting natural gas from under-
ground reserves. 

The procurement process for the appointment of the consultants was carried out by the EPA. 
As the EPA is an independent Agency, any queries with regard to its procurement process, in-
cluding details of tenderers, are a matter for the Agency itself. However, I understand that the 
tender was awarded to a consortium led by CDM Smith Ireland Limited, which also includes 
Queens University Belfast, British Geological Survey, University College Dublin, University 
of Ulster, AMEC and Philip Lee Solicitors.

30/09/2014WRDD03050Leader Programmes Funding

30/09/2014WRDD03100564. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a decision will be made on projects submitted to Mayo north east 
Leader by a company (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36697/14]

30/09/2014WRDD03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development, there are 35 Local Action 
Groups (LAGs) contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the LEADER elements of 
the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) throughout the country.

The relevant LAG in respect of the projects referred to is Mayo North East LEADER Part-
nership (MNELP), which is the principal decision-maker in relation to the allocation of project 
funding in that area of Mayo. I understand that MNELP has received a number of applications 
from the promoter in question. Decisions regarding which projects to fund will be made in line 
with Programme Operating Rules and EU regulations and in the context of the local develop-
ment strategy. Decisions are also dependent on the availability of funding. I understand that 
final decisions regarding these applications will be made shortly.

30/09/2014WRDD03250Leader Programmes Funding

30/09/2014WRDD03300565. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government when a company (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their Lead-
er grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [36705/14]

30/09/2014WRDD03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I understand that there have been a number of issues with respect to the project in question 
which have taken some considerable time to resolve. However, I understand that all outstand-
ing issues have recently been resolved and that a payment is due to issue to Mayo North East 
LEADER Partnership (MNELP) shortly.

30/09/2014WRDD03450Planning Issues

30/09/2014WRDD03500566. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if any planning application for lithium mining in the Carlow-Wicklow region, or 
any region, will be subject to the normal local authority planning process to ensure full transpar-
ency.  [36836/14]

30/09/2014WRDD03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Development works generally require planning permission unless specifically exempted 
from this requirement. Section 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and 
Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, set out various 
exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission, subject in many cases to spe-
cific conditions.  

Class 5 of Part 3 of Schedule 2 of the Planning Regulations provides that the carrying out of 
works on any land for the purpose of minerals prospecting and the erection or placing on land 
of any structures required for that purpose, where the prospecting is carried out pursuant to and 
in accordance with the terms and conditions of a licence, lease or permission granted by the 
Minister for the Marine and Natural Resources under the Minerals Development Acts, 1940 to 
1999 shall be exempted development. 

However, section 4 of the Planning and Development Act provides that development shall 
not be exempted development if an environmental impact assessment (EIA) or an appropriate 
assessment (AA) of the development is required. 

Projects requiring EIA are listed in Schedule 5 of the Planning Regulations. Point 2(c) of 
Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Planning Regulations provides that all extraction of minerals within 
the meaning of the Minerals Development Acts, 1940 to 1999 shall be subject to environmental 
impact assessment. 

Accordingly, proposals relating to lithium mining are required to be subject to a planning 
application and to an environmental impact assessment.

30/09/2014WRDD03650Water Meters

30/09/2014WRDD03700567. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding a shared water meter and assessing individual liabil-
ity in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36858/14]

30/09/2014WRDD03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 33 of 17 September 2014. The position is unchanged.
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30/09/2014WREE00100

30/09/2014WREE00150Leader Programmes Applications

30/09/2014WREE00200568. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the status of a Leader funding application for a community project (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; the reason for the delay in processing the application; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36880/14]

30/09/2014WREE00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): There are 35 Local Development Companies (LDCs) contracted, on my Department’s be-
half, to deliver the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) 
throughout the country. In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development the LDCs 
are the principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding. Such decisions 
are made in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line 
with Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations.

The only exception to this is the requirement to seek final approval from my Department in 
respect of projects that request funding of €150,000 or more. The assessment of these higher 
value projects usually involves detailed consultations between my Department and the relevant 
local development company.

The specific project referred to is currently with my Department for assessment and I expect 
a decision will issue shortly.

30/09/2014WREE00350Social and Affordable Housing Provision

30/09/2014WREE00400569. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 5 of 17 September 2014, in which he states 
that he expects some 6,000 social housing units to be delivered across the range of programmes 
in the calendar year 2014, if he will provide a breakdown of this delivery by number, in each 
category; if the 6,000 contains the number of additional payments of rent supplements and-or 
housing assistance to tenants in private accommodation expected in 2014; if so, the number of 
additional payments; if the number contains new leasings of privately owned accommodation 
units; if so, the number; if it contains the number of refurbishments of existing social housing 
units; if so, the number; if it contains new houses to be built in 2014 by local authorities and 
approved housing associations; if so, the number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36894/14]

30/09/2014WREE00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I expect some 6,000 units will be provided for social housing in 2014, the breakdown for 
which is as follows:

- 275 new units for people with special housing needs, provided by approved housing bodies 
with support under the Capital Assistance Scheme;

- 150 new units, to be provided specifically for people with disabilities leaving institutional 
care through leasing arrangements;

- an additional 200 new homes developed by local authorities under the Social Housing 
Investment Programme;

- a target of 1,960 units, supported through the construction stimulus package, for a pro-
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gramme of returning vacant properties to productive use;

- up to 100 new transfers under the Mortgage to Rent Scheme;

- approximately 1,100 new units through leasing arrangements; and

- a further 2,500 new transfers under the Rental Accommodation Scheme.

The figure of 6,000 social housing units does not include cases where housing need is met 
under the new Housing Assistance Payment. Households supported through rent supplement, 
which is a matter for the Minister for Social Protection, are also not included.

30/09/2014WREE00550Planning Issues

30/09/2014WREE00600570. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the status of independent investigations into planning irregularities launched in 
2013; the status of investigations into planning irregularities in County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36895/14]

30/09/2014WREE00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): MacCabe Durney Barnes Consultants were appointed in February 2014 to carry out an 
independent planning review on the performance of planning functions in six selected plan-
ning authorities (Carlow, Cork, Galway and Meath County Councils and Cork and Dublin 
City Councils) in accordance with section 255 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as 
amended. I expect to receive the final report from the consultants in the coming weeks and I 
subsequently intend to publish it having considered its contents.

My Department is currently considering legal advice received from the Attorney General’s 
Office on the matter of Donegal and the course to be pursued. I expect to consider proposals 
shortly informing the next steps to be taken in this case.

Question No. 571 answered with Question No. 550.

30/09/2014WREE00850Water Charges Administration

30/09/2014WREE00900572. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on increasing the free domestic water allowance (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36936/14]

30/09/2014WREE01000589. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if persons with a water softener system in place at their property will re-
ceive an increased allowance in their water allocation as a result of costs they have incurred 
to improve the quality of their water supply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37128/14]

30/09/2014WREE01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 572 and 589 together.

With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its custom-
ers in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility for the 
independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy 
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Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting the inter-
ests of customers.

The proposed approach to charging was outlined by Irish Water in a water charges plan 
which it submitted to the CER in line with the provisions of the Act. The CER recently held a 
public consultation on this plan which covered a range of issues relating to water charges and 
allowances. The CER has today issued a determination on the water charges plan and details are 
available on the CER website (www.cer.ie).

In making its determination on the water charges plan, the CER had to take account of the 
decisions made by the Government on the funding model for Irish Water and a direction made 
under Section 42 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act in July 2014. This policy direction ad-
dressed a number of matters relating to domestic water charges including the provision of a free 
allowance of 30,000 litres of water supplied and waste water treated per annum for a primary 
residence on a public supply and a free allowance to cover the normal usage of water services 
by every child in their primary residence based on the same qualifying conditions as the child 
benefit allowance while customers with specific medical conditions which require increased 
water consumption will have their charges capped. There are no plans to provide additional al-
lowances, other than those announced in the Government decision.   

Under the Water Services Act 2007, responsibility for repair and maintenance of the internal 
water distribution system from the main stopcock to the house and within the house rests with 
the homeowner. However, the Government has agreed to provide additional funding to Irish 
Water for their capital investment to include a free first fix scheme.  As part of the water charges 
plan, approved today by the CER, customers will be capped at the relevant unmetered charge 
for an initial period after their water meter is installed. This will ensure that those with meters 
installed, and an identified leak external to the dwelling, will not be penalised pending the car-
rying out of the first fix.

Irish Water has recently submitted a draft first fix policy to the CER for approval. It is un-
derstood that the CER intend to hold a public consultation in advance of a decision and imple-
mentation of this scheme in January 2015.

30/09/2014WREE01150Unfinished Housing Developments

30/09/2014WREE01200573. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 137 of 27 March 2014, if he will provide 
an update; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36944/14]

30/09/2014WREE01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Budget 2014 contained a special provision, in the form of a targeted €10m Special Resolu-
tion Fund (SRF), to assist further in addressing the legacy of unfinished housing developments. 
The SRF is designed to encourage the resolution of the remaining tranche of unfinished devel-
opments identified in the National Housing Development Survey 2013 and, particularly, those 
developments not likely to be resolved in the normal way through solely developer/owner/
funder action because of the presence of specific financial barriers.

On 2 May 2014, allocations from the Special Resolution Fund were announced and 86 de-
velopments were approved for funding. The following link contains a list of all developments 
approved for SRF funding: http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/
MainBody,37940,en.htm.

€250,000, the maximum amount of SRF funding payable in respect of any one estate, was 
approved for the particular development referred to.
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It is hoped that the SRF will enable very substantial progress to be made in resolving as 
many of the remaining unfinished developments as possible.

30/09/2014WREE01350Water Charges Administration

30/09/2014WREE01400574. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government with regard to Irish Water and allowances for children if he will indicate 
the way in which the allowances will apply where a child spends half the time with one parent 
and half with the other; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36970/14]

30/09/2014WREE01500588. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider extending the under 18s water allowance to third-level 
students living in the family home. [37122/14]

30/09/2014WREE01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 574 and 588 together. 

With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its custom-
ers in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility for the 
independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting the inter-
ests of customers.

The proposed approach to charging was outlined by Irish Water in a water charges plan 
which it submitted to the CER in line with the provisions of the Act. The CER recently held a 
public consultation on this plan which covered a range of issues relating to water charges and 
allowances. The CER has today issued a determination on the water charges plan and details are 
available on the CER website (www.cer.ie). The water charges plan provides that the children’s 
water allowance will only apply to the address at which a child is registered for the purposes of 
receiving child benefit, unless the registered occupier provides approval to transfer.

In making its determination on the water charges plan, the CER had to take account of the 
decisions made by the Government on the funding model for Irish Water and a direction made 
under Section 42 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act in July 2014. This policy direction ad-
dressed a number of matters relating to domestic water charges including the provision of a free 
allowance of 30,000 litres of water supplied and waste water treated per annum for a primary 
residence on a public supply and a free allowance to cover the normal usage of water services 
by every child in their primary residence based on the same qualifying conditions as the child 
benefit allowance. There are no plans to provide additional allowances, other than those an-
nounced in the Government decision.

30/09/2014WREE01650Legislative Programme

30/09/2014WREE01700575. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans for good neighbour legislation as exists in many other coun-
tries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36971/14]

30/09/2014WREE01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): It is unclear which specific “good neighbour” legislation and in which other jurisdictions 
the Question is referring to, and the particular issues that such legislation addresses. In the event 
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of more detailed information being provided, I will be better able to respond.

30/09/2014WREE01850Irish Water Remit

30/09/2014WREE01900576. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on concerns regarding tampering with a water supply (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36973/14]

30/09/2014WREE02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow 
Irish Water to undertake the water metering programme.     

Irish Water has procured meters that comply with all relevant European and international 
standards designed to protect the health and safety of customers and the public. As the meter 
boxes are not sealed, it is possible for a customer to access the meter to verify readings if neces-
sary.

In common with meters for other utility services, once installed the meters remain the prop-
erty of Irish Water. Section 74 of the Water Services Act 2007 provides that it is an offence to 
damage or otherwise impair a water meter and a person convicted of an offence under section 
74 is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €5,000 or imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding 3 months or both.  Section 57 of the 2007 Act makes it an offence to cause pollu-
tion to water in any waterworks or service connection. A person convicted of an offence under 
section 57 is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €5,000 or imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding 3 months or both, or if convicted on indictment, to a fine not exceeding 
€15,000,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5 years or both.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. They may be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by 
telephone on 1890 278 278.

30/09/2014WREE02050Departmental Funding

30/09/2014WREE02100577. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide the amount of money his Department has given to the Or-
ange Order in the years 2012 and 2013; if he will provide in tabular form each grant provided 
and what it was provided for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36994/14]

30/09/2014WREE02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department has not made any direct payments to the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland 
in respect of the years concerned.  

The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) manages, inter alia, cross-border European 
Union Structural Funds in Northern Ireland, including programmes under the PEACE III initia-
tive.  Some €5,646,138 in funding has been allocated by the SEUPB to projects involving the 
Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland/related body under PEACE III.  Of this, my Department has 
contributed funding of €2,047,289 (representing 36.3% of the total allocation); details are set 
out in the following tables.  The EU Commission supports the PEACE III initiative of which by 
refunding 54.5% of allocated funding.
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Table 1 Lead Project level

Programme 
Theme

Lead Part-
ner

Project 
Name

Year Award-
ed

Total Pro-
gramme 
Funding 
Award (€)

DECLG 
Contribu-
tion

1.1B The Grand 
Orange 
Lodge of 
Ireland

Orange Inter-
pretative and 
Education 
Resource 
(REACH)

2012 €4,522,007 €1,639,679

2.1 The Grand 
Orange 
Lodge of 
Ireland

Stepping To-
wards Rec-
onciliation 
In Positive 
Engagement 
(STRIPE)

2012 €1,094,131 €396,732

Table 2 Sub Project level

PEACE Ac-
tion Plan

Lead Part-
ner

Project 
Name

Year Award-
ed

Total Pro-
gramme 
Funding 
Award (€)

DECLG 
Contribu-
tion

Cavan Peace 
Partnership

Brakey Or-
ange Lodge

Brakey Or-
ange Lodge

2012 €30,000 €10,878

30/09/2014WREE02250Water Supply

30/09/2014WREE02300578. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the total spent between 2011 and 2013 in repairing and replacing leaking water 
pipes. [37003/14]

30/09/2014WREE02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 built on the invest-
ment which had taken place on water conservation in previous programmes.  In total, over €290 
million was spent by my Department on water conservation measures between 2003 and 2013 
with over €122m being spent in the period 2011-2013.

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water servic-
es planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.  This includes water 
mains rehabilitation to repair leaks and to replace pipes in the public water supply.

Irish Water has published its Proposed Capital Investment Plan (CIP) for 2014 – 2016 and 
this is available on the Irish Water website, www.water.ie.  The further progression and funding 
of all water services capital projects, including those for water conservation, is now a matter 
for Irish Water.  Irish Water has confirmed to my Department that it has established a dedicated 
team to deal with representations and queries from public representatives.  The team can be 
contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278.

  Question No. 579 answered with Question No. 551.



30 September 2014

377

  Questions Nos. 580 to 582, inclusive, answered with Question No. 550.

30/09/2014WREE02650Pyrite Remediation Programme Implementation

30/09/2014WREE02700583. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in relation to the implementation of the pyrite remediation scheme, if he will en-
sure that homeowners are not left out of pocket at any stage and that the €6,000 costs associated 
with moving and alternative accommodation which they are entitled to is made available as 
the expenses are incurred, or on a monthly basis, as no family could be without this money for 
months. [37083/14]

30/09/2014WREE02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The pyrite remediation scheme applies to dwellings which are affected by significant dam-
age attributable to pyritic heave in the counties of Kildare, Meath, Offaly and the administrative 
areas of Fingal County Council and Dublin City Council.  The scheme is one of “last resort” and 
to be included in the scheme applicants must be able to demonstrate to the Pyrite Resolution 
Board that they have no practicable options other than under the scheme to secure the remedia-
tion of their dwelling.

As set out in the scheme, each application must first be validated by the Board which in-
volves an assessment of the application against the relevant eligibility criteria, and may include 
an audit of the Building Condition Assessment. Following validation, the application is referred 
to the Housing Agency for the assessment and verification stage which involves confirmation 
that the damage recorded in the Building Condition Assessment in respect of a dwelling is at-
tributable to pyritic heave. The verification stage may involve physical inspection of the dwell-
ing and the testing of the hardcore material.   

Once a dwelling has been approved by the Board for inclusion in the pyrite remediation 
scheme, following completion of the assessment and verification process, the scheme partici-
pant may recoup the vouched cost of the Building Condition Assessment from the Housing 
Agency, subject to a maximum limit of €500 (including VAT). While the validation, assessment 
and verification processes, of their nature, take some time to complete, the Board is keen to 
ensure that there will be no undue delay in the processing of applications.

The scheme also provides for the recoupment of the vouched cost of alternative accom-
modation, furniture removal and storage subject to limits of €3,000 and €2,500 (inclusive of 
VAT), respectively.  However, where a scheme participant can satisfy the Housing Agency, in 
advance, that suitable rental accommodation cannot be obtained for €3,000 or less, the expenses 
for the accommodation and furniture removal can be combined, subject to the overall limit of 
€5,500.  In addition, earlier payment in part or in whole may be made where a scheme partici-
pant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Housing Agency, in advance, that payment of 
these costs on completion of the works would cause financial hardship.

I am satisfied that the scheme provides the necessary flexibility to enable advance payments 
to be made to scheme participants in respect of alternative accommodation and the removal of 
furniture where the case for financial hardship has been made to the satisfaction of the Housing 
Agency.

30/09/2014WREE02850Water Charges Administration

30/09/2014WREE02900584. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the responsibility for paying a water tax bill falls on a landlord when the 
tenant defaults on payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37115/14]
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30/09/2014WREE03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides Irish Water with the power to charge 
customers in respect of the services provided. The Act also provides that responsibility for the 
independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting the inter-
ests of customers. The Act defines the customer as the occupier of the premises in respect of 
which the water services are provided. It also provides, unless the contrary is proved, that the 
owner of a premises is also the occupier of the premises. Irish Water is currently undertaking a 
customer verification exercise to obtain the details of customers in receipt of services from Irish 
Water.  In order to identify occupiers of property who are not the owners for billing purposes, 
Irish Water can utilise the powers that are provided to it in the water services legislation and it 
must also ensure it acts in accordance with data protection legislation.

The Act also requires that Irish Water prepare codes of practice on a range of matters, in-
cluding standards in relation to the performance of its functions and the billing of persons in 
respect of water services provided.  The CER recently held a public consultation which covered 
a range of issues, including a number of proposed payment options.  The CER has today issued 
a determination on the water charges plan and details are available on the CER website (www.
cer.ie).

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. They may be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by 
telephone on 1890 278 278.

30/09/2014WREE03050Planning Issues

30/09/2014WREE03100585. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding plans for the Dublin docklands strategic development 
zone; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37116/14]

30/09/2014WREE03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): A Ministerial Order announcing details of the designation of a Strategic Development Zone 
for the Dublin Docklands area was signed on 18 December 2012. This designation is intended 
to provide for the continued fast-tracking of planning in the Dublin Docklands area and to help 
develop a comprehensive planning framework for the area. 

Subsequently, a Strategic Development Zone planning scheme was prepared and approved 
by the Members of Dublin City Council. This was appealed to An Bord Pleanála, which earlier 
this year granted approval (with modifications) for the scheme. 

Accordingly, the Dublin Docklands Strategic Development Zone is now the statutory plan 
for the SDZ area.  Dublin City Council is the designated Development Agency for the area and 
is now assessing and determining planning applications for the area in accordance with the SDZ 
planning scheme.

30/09/2014WRFF00100

30/09/2014WRFF00150Local Authority Housing

30/09/2014WRFF00200586. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to change the laws regarding succession of tenancy in council 
housing (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37117/14]

30/09/2014WRFF00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
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ly): It is a matter for each housing authority, as part of its housing management functions under 
section 58 of the Housing Act 1966, to determine its own policy in relation to successi on to 
local authority tenancies. However, I will consider whether there is a case for making specific 
provision relating to tenancy succession in the next Housing Bill to be advanced by my Depart-
ment.   

  Question No. 587 answered with Question No. 550.

  Question No. 588 answered with Question No. 574.

  Question No. 589 answered with Question No. 572.

30/09/2014WRFF00650Septic Tank Inspections

30/09/2014WRFF00700590. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if, in consideration of the new obligations on persons with homes with septic 
tanks, a fast-track planning process may be implemented for the purposes of securing permis-
sion for upgrades and alterations necessary to be in compliance with new regulations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37151/14]

30/09/2014WRFF00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Under planning legislation, development works generally require planning permission un-
less specifically exempted from this requirement. Section 4 of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000, as amended, and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, 
as amended, set out various exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission, 
subject in many cases to specific conditions.  

Article 7 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Regulations 2013 amended Class 
41 of Schedule 2, Part 1 of the Planning Regulations to provide that the carrying out of remedial 
works in compliance with an advisory notice issued under section 70H(5) of the Water Services 
Act 2007 (as inserted by section 4 of the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012) is exempted 
development. 

Accordingly such remedial works would normally be exempt from the requirement to ob-
tain planning permission and would only, under section 4 of the Planning Act, require permis-
sion if an appropriate assessment of the works was required, having regard to possible impacts 
on a protected habitats site.

Planning permission is required for remedial works to septic tanks carried out outside of an 
advisory notice issued under 70H(5) of the Water Services Act 2007.  

Section 34(8) of the Planning and Development Act provides that a planning authority shall 
make its decision on a planning application within the period of 8 weeks beginning on the date 
of receipt by the planning authority of the application. Accordingly, planning authorities nor-
mally decide planning applications within 8 weeks, unless further information is required. 

Where an appeal is lodged with An Bord Pleanala in relation to a planning decision by a 
local authority, the Board has a statutory objective under section 126(2) of the Planning and 
Develpoment Act to determine the matter within 18 weeks. The compliance rate with the statu-
tory objective period for normal planning appeals stood at 81% for the period January to August 
2014, and the average time taken was 16 weeks.  

I do not consider these timeframes unduly long and I have no plans to provide a fast track 
planning application process for remedial works to septic tanks at this time.
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30/09/2014WRFF00850Water Charges Exemptions

30/09/2014WRFF00900591. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if dementia will be considered for inclusion on the list of medical condi-
tions for which water charges will be capped; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37165/14]

30/09/2014WRFF01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Following the completion of consultation in the matter with the Minister for Health, I have 
decided that Irish Water customers with high water consumption due to medical conditions will 
have their bills capped at the relevant assessed charge, on the basis of self-declaration of eligi-
bility.  This will apply even where a water meter has been installed and will ensure that those 
customers will not be liable for additional costs arising from their medical conditions.

This is an inclusive approach and there is no list of qualifying medical conditions. There 
is no requirement for the customer to state on the Irish Water application form the particular 
medical condition giving rise to the need to use additional water. Customers simply need to 
request the registration form and information on special and priority services from Irish Water. 
Those who have already completed the application form but who did not request the additional 
registration form should make contact with Irish Water.

To ensure that the scheme is not subject to abuse, Irish Water may selectively audit a cus-
tomer’s circumstances, including requiring supporting evidence from a medical practitioner 
and it may also investigate instances of high usage to determine if there is other water use or 
leakage at the property. 

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. They may be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by 
telephone on 1890 278 278.

30/09/2014WRFF01050Water Services Provision

30/09/2014WRFF01100592. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on the protocols that are being developed and 
procedures to be followed in the taking in charge of housing estates by local authorities and 
the subsequent transfer of waste services infrastructure to Irish Water; when such protocols are 
expected to be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37170/14]

30/09/2014WRFF01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, sets out the process 
by which local authorities can take in charge housing estates. When taking an estate in charge 
under the terms of this provision, a planning authority must take in charge any roads, open spac-
es, car parks, sewers, water mains or drains within the attendant grounds of the development.

The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides for the transfer of responsibility for the pro-
vision of public water services from local authorities to Irish Water. In addition, it provides a 
mechanism whereby water services infrastructure may be taken in charge by local authorities 
and be subsequently transferred by Ministerial Order to Irish Water. Contrary to certain mis-
understandings that may exist, there is no specific legal impediment to the taking in charge of 
water services infrastructure by local authorities.

In Circular Letter PL 21/13 issued by my Department to planning authorities on 30 De-
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cember 2013 in the light of the transfer of certain statutory water services functions from local 
authorities to Irish Water with effect from 1 January 2014, it was stated that legislative amend-
ments to further clarify the existing provisions on the taking in charge of housing estates would 
be made in 2014.  

My Department, in consultation with Irish Water and the local authorities, is also currently 
developing a guidance circular for issue to local authorities to provide clarification in relation 
to water services infrastructure issues and the taking in charge of housing estates arising from 
the establishment of Irish Water. It is intended that this advice will be issued to local authorities 
in the near future.

30/09/2014WRFF01250Irish Water Establishment

30/09/2014WRFF01300593. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide a full breakdown in tabular form of the expenses 
incurred by his Department in establishing Irish Water including the various headings under 
which expenditure was incurred out of the €172.8 million allocation approved by the Commis-
sion for Energy Regulation in October 2013 following a request for approval from his predeces-
sor and his Department; the amount of this overall expenditure related to consultancy fees; and 
if he will provide the recipient organisations of this expenditure. [37175/14]

30/09/2014WRFF01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The establishment of Irish Water is an integral component of the Government’s water 
sector reform strategy and involves major organisational change. The establishment of a high 
performance utility will lead to lower costs and improved services in the future, providing much 
better outcomes for customers and the environment. 

In advance of the enactment of the Water Services (No.2) Act 2013, the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) did not have full economic regulatory powers in relation to the water 
sector, but did have powers to provide advice to the Minister. In that context on 22 October 
2013, my predecessor approved a request from the Department to seek advice from CER on 
new costs arising in establishing Irish Water, which were to be funded by the Company. The 
purpose in seeking this advice was to ensure that the costs were of benefit to customers in the 
long-term and that forecast expenditure was reasonable. In relation to the establishment costs, 
the request included broad headings for expenditure of €150m plus a contingency of €31m, but 
did not distinguish between in-house and external provision.

The CER reviewed the establishment costs and in their decision confirmed today, they have 
indicated that have allowed Irish Water the vast bulk - some €172.8 million - of the costs pro-
posed. I understand from Irish Water that some €83.8m million has been expended on external 
service providers in relation to the establishment of the company. Full details of the proposed 
expenditure on external providers was outlined by Irish Water to the Joint Oireachtas Commit-
tee on the Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht on 14 January 2014 and this document is 
available at www.water.ie.

Costs incurred by my Department and Local Authorities in relation to the Water Sector Re-
form Programme have been met from the Departmental Vote. These costs amounted to €15.5m 
in 2013. The majority of this expenditure related to the domestic metering programme (€7.7m) 
and the local authority staffing costs of the Water Services Transition Office (€5.7m), which 
was put in place to ensure appropriate arrangements for engagement with the local authority 
sector during the reform process.  In addition, Departmental costs which included the staffing 
of the Water Sector reform Project Management Office in my Department, amounted to some 
€1.3m in 2013.
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The balance of the costs incurred in 2013 includes €0.76m paid to the Commission for En-
ergy Regulation in respect of their expanded functions in becoming the independent economic 
regulator for the public water sector and €55,000 paid to the Economic and Social Research 
Institute in respect of providing research and advice on affordability issues associated with the 
introduction of domestic water charges. Expenditure totalling some €179,000 was also incurred 
by my Department in 2012 in respect of the independent assessment carried out by PWC.   

It is estimated that some €2m will be spent on my Department’s Programme Management 
office and the Transition Office during 2014. It is also expected that some €5m will be recouped 
to local authorities in connection with road-opening licence work associated with the national 
domestic metering programme.

Question No. 594 answered with Question No. 550.

30/09/2014WRFF01550Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRFF01600595. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in tabular form all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations 
and working groups under his Department’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the 
number of staff at same; the budget of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of 
establishment of the agencies or organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from 
which they derive their powers. [37204/14]

30/09/2014WRFF01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/09/2014WRFF01750Mining Licences

30/09/2014WRFF01800596. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he held a meeting or meetings with the Chinese ambassador or his officials this 
year regarding lithium mining in the Carlow-Wicklow region, or any other region; if a commit-
ment has been given to make the mining process more efficient as part of an approach to boost 
lithium production; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36837/14]

30/09/2014WRFF01900600. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the position regarding the possibility of lithium mining in the Carlow-Wicklow region, 
or any region; if licences have been applied for or are already issued; if some of these licences 
have been sold to a Chinese mining company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36835/14]

30/09/2014WRFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions Nos. 596 and 600 together.

I am advised that Blackstairs Lithium Ltd. is a subsidiary, incorporated in Ireland, of TNR 
Gold Corporation of Vancouver, Canada which was issued with 8 prospecting licences in Au-
gust 2009, following public notification, over an area covering almost 300 sq kms in Counties 
Carlow and Wicklow (details of which are published in the biannual report to the Oireachtas 
by the Minister for Communications Energy and Natural Resources in accordance with the 
Minerals Development Acts). The licences are for the standard period of six years and may be 
renewed under the same terms if the company has complied with all the conditions. While the 
licences cover a suite of metals, the focus of the exploration is on lithium. I would emphasise 
that the licences permit exploration activity only, not mining. 
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The licences have been assigned to Blackstairs Lithium Ltd., under the relevant provisions 
of the Minerals Development Acts 1940 to 1999, which is carrying out the exploration work 
on the ground. While I understand that TNR Gold Corporation has a Chinese business partner, 
this company does not hold the licences. It is not permissible to sell or to trade in prospecting 
licences. 

I am advised that if in the future, following comprehensive exploration and in the event 
that a viable and commercially feasible resource is identified, Blackstairs Lithium Ltd should 
wish to apply for a State permission to mine, then it will have to follow a separate application 
procedure under the Minerals Development Acts, including that of the local planning authority 
and permitting by the Environmental Protection Agency.

I have not had any meetings with the Chinese Ambassador or others in regard to these li-
cences.

30/09/2014WRFF02050Broadband Service Provision

30/09/2014WRFF02100597. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will ensure that the Borlin Valley-Coomhola areas in County Cork be in-
cluded for the roll out of fibre optic broadband, along with Ballylickey, County Cork, which is 
already identified as an area where intervention is required; if same will be prioritised as there 
are no other options for the 40 businesses and 380 households in these areas for any other type 
of broadband access; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36612/14]

30/09/2014WRFF02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our commitment 
to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas. Through the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP) the Government aims to ensure that high speed broadband is available to all citizens 
and businesses in Ireland. This is being achieved through measures designed to accelerate com-
mercial investment and the development of a State-led intervention for non-commercial areas.

A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my Department to identify those areas 
that require a State intervention. An initial list of areas has been identified and includes 105 ar-
eas in County Cork, including Ballylickey. I am also aware of an extensive rollout of high speed 
broadband services in County Cork by at least one commercial operator. 

As part of the mapping process, an initial stakeholder consultation on certain technical as-
pects of the proposed Plan was launched in June with a deadline of 15th September. 31 submis-
sions were received as part of this process and non-commercially sensitive versions of these 
responses will be published over the coming weeks. 

I expect to publish the maps for public consultation later this year. These will include details 
of the areas requiring State intervention. These maps will be dynamic and will be subject to 
change if new commercial investments are announced in the future. 

A further public consultation on a proposed comprehensive intervention strategy will be 
launched in mid-2015. 

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the proposed State intervention. My Depart-
ment will be working closely with the European Commission on this important aspect of the 
programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
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tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality broadband services are available to all citizens 
regardless of where they are located.

30/09/2014WRFF02250Broadband Service Provision

30/09/2014WRFF02300598. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the position regarding broadband (details supplied) in County Louth; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36704/14]

30/09/2014WRFF02400599. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the progress to date in the provision of broadband for rural areas in County Louth; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36752/14]

30/09/2014WRFF02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 598 and 599 together. 

The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our com-
mitment to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas. Through the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) the Government aims to ensure that high speed broadband is available 
to all citizens and businesses in Ireland. This is being achieved through measures designed to 
accelerate commercial investment and the development of a State-led intervention for non-
commercial areas.

Under EU State Aid Guidelines Member States cannot intervene where commercial inves-
tors have plans to roll out services. A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my 
Department to identify those areas that require a State intervention. An initial list of areas has 
already been identified and includes 15 areas in County Louth. I am also aware of plans to 
rollout high speed broadband services in County Louth by a number of commercial operators. 

As part of the mapping process, an initial stakeholder consultation on certain technical as-
pects of the proposed Plan was launched in June with a deadline of 15th September. 31 submis-
sions were received as part of this process and non-commercially sensitive versions of these 
responses will be published over the coming weeks. 

I expect to publish the maps for public consultation later this year. These will include details 
of the areas requiring State intervention. It is important to note that these maps will be dynamic 
and will be subject to change if new commercial investments are announced in the future.

A further public consultation on a proposed comprehensive intervention strategy will be 
launched in mid-2015.

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the proposed State intervention. My Depart-
ment will be working closely with the European Commission on this important aspect of the 
programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
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ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality broadband services are available to all citizens 
regardless of where they are located.

  Question No. 600 answered with Question No. 596.

30/09/2014WRFF02650Broadband Service Provision

30/09/2014WRFF02700601. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources his views surrounding the discontinuation of the national broadband scheme; 
if a new subsidy will be introduced to help keep down the cost of broadband services for rural 
dwellers in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36855/14]

30/09/2014WRFF02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The provision of telecommunications services, including broadband services, is a matter in the 
first instance for private sector service providers operating in a liberalised market, regulated by 
the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg). Developments in the broadband 
market over recent years means that there is now a choice of commercial operators offering 
broadband services over a diverse range of technology platforms throughout much of rural 
Ireland, including the area previously covered by the National Broadband Scheme. Details of 
commercial services available in each county can be found on a number of websites, including 
the websites of individual operators.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband 
Scheme (NBS). Following a competitive tendering process, my Department entered into a con-
tract in late 2008 with Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd (“3”) for the delivery of the NBS. The Scheme 
offered a basic and affordable broadband service to fixed residences and businesses located 
within certain designated rural areas where the extent of broadband coverage by commercial 
operators, at the time the Scheme was launched in 2008, was deemed to be inadequate. EU State 
Aid approval was granted for a scheme of limited duration. As a consequence, following a 68 
month operational period, the Scheme expired on 25th August 2014.

“3” have confirmed that, following the expiry of the Scheme, they will continue to provide 
coverage throughout NBS areas on a commercial basis offering consumers the same choice of 
Broadband plans and tariffs as those offered to consumers outside of the NBS areas. Further-
more, they have also informed my Department of their plans to extend 4G coverage across all 
of the NBS Coverage Areas within the next 3 years.

The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our com-
mitment to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas. Through the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) the Government aims to ensure that high speed broadband is available 
to all citizens and businesses in Ireland. This is being achieved through measures designed to 
accelerate commercial investment and the development of a State-led intervention for non-
commercial areas.

Under EU State Aid Guidelines Member States cannot intervene where commercial inves-
tors have plans to roll out services. A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my De-
partment to identify those areas that require a State intervention. 

As part of the mapping process, an initial stakeholder consultation on certain technical as-
pects of the proposed Plan was launched in June with a deadline of 15th September. 31 submis-
sions were received as part of this process and non-commercially sensitive versions of these 
responses will be published over the coming weeks. 
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I expect to publish the maps for public consultation later this year. These will include details 
of the areas requiring State intervention. It is important to note that these maps will be dynamic 
and will be subject to change if new commercial investments are announced in the future. 

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the proposed State intervention. My Depart-
ment will be working closely with the European Commission on this important aspect of the 
programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality broadband services are available to all citizens 
regardless of where they are located. 

30/09/2014WRFF02850Broadband Service Provision

30/09/2014WRFF02900602. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources in view of the concerns surrounding the lack of broadband in rural areas 
if he will provide an update on the mapping process currently being undertaken as part of the 
national broadband plan; and the timeline for completion of this. [36856/14]

30/09/2014WRFF03000603. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the position regarding the roll out of high speed broadband to rural areas of 
County Cork; the steps he will take to compel private broadband service providers to signifi-
cantly improve broadband coverage in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36857/14]

30/09/2014WRFF03100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 602 and 603 together.

The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our com-
mitment to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas. Through the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) the Government aims to ensure that high speed broadband is available 
to all citizens and businesses in Ireland. This is being achieved through measures designed to 
accelerate commercial investment and the development of a State-led intervention for non-
commercial areas.   

Under EU State Aid Guidelines Member States cannot intervene where commercial inves-
tors have plans to roll out services. A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my 
Department to identify those areas that require a State intervention. An initial list of areas has 
already identified and includes 105 areas in County Cork. I am also aware of extensive rollout 
of high speed broadband services in County Cork by at least one commercial operator. 

As part of the mapping process, an initial stakeholder consultation on certain technical as-
pects of the proposed Plan was launched in June with a deadline of 15th September. 31 submis-
sions were received as part of this process and non-commercially sensitive versions of these 
responses will be published over the coming weeks. 

I expect to publish the maps for public consultation later this year. These will include details 
of the areas requiring State intervention. These maps will be dynamic and will be subject to 
change if new commercial investments are announced in the future. 
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A further public consultation on a detailed intervention strategy will be launched in mid-
2015. 

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the State intervention. My Department will be 
working closely with the European Commission on this important aspect of the programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality broadband services are available to all citizens 
regardless of where they are located.

30/09/2014WRGG0010030/09/2014WRGG00150Inland Fisheries

30/09/2014WRGG00200604. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to introduce a set-aside scheme for eel fishermen who have been unable to 
fish for the past number of years due to the ban; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36907/14]

30/09/2014WRGG00300605. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will take into account information and statistics showing eel and elver numbers 
in rivers, from sources outside Inland Fisheries Ireland, IFI, such as suitably qualified profes-
sionals, researchers and consultants who have been contracted by local fishermen; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36909/14]

30/09/2014WRGG00400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions Nos. 604 and 605 together.

I would refer the Deputy to the response to Question No. 486 of 27 May and number 358 
of 10 June last which addressed comprehensively many of the issues raised in these questions.

The scientific advice for eels, which underpinned Ireland’s Eel Management Plan (EMP) 
under the EU Eel regulation (1100/2007) and the comprehensive scientific assessment of eel 
stocks nationally, referred to in the response of 27 May, were compiled by Ireland’s statutorily 
independent Standing Scientific Committee on eels.

This independent committee includes scientists from Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), ESB, 
the Loughs Agency, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Bio-Sciences Institute (AFBI) Northern Ire-
land and the Marine Institute.

I can advise that the overall requirement and objective of Ireland’s EMP is to provide, with 
high probability, a long-term 40% escapement to the sea of the biomass of silver eel, relative to 
pristine conditions (i.e. if the stock had been completely free of man-made influences including 
commercial fishing).

In 2011, the status of the European Eel in Ireland was defined by the United Nations as 
critically endangered.  The International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) advice 
is that the eel stock continues to decline and urgent action is needed.  ICES advice is that all an-
thropogenic mortality (e.g. recreational and commercial fishing, hydropower, pollution) should 
be reduced to as close to zero as possible until there is clear evidence that both recruitment and 
the adult stock are increasing.  In 2011, glass eel recruitment fell to 5% of their 1960-1979 level 
in the Atlantic region and less than 1% in the North Sea area, and showed no sign of recovery.
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In 2012, as required by the EU, who approved Ireland’s EMP in 2009, a review of the man-
agement of eel in Ireland, including a scientific review by the independent Scientific Commit-
tee, was undertaken.  This process included a robust public consultation during which many 
issues were raised and considered.  Full details of the outputs of the public consultation are 
available on the IFI website.

While I fully recognise the difficulty facing eel fishermen, the review of scientific and man-
agement advice and inputs from the public consultation informed a decision to continue with 
the cessation of the commercial eel fishery and closure of the market for the period from 2012 
to 2015. Ireland’s EMP will again be fully reviewed in 2015 from both scientific and manage-
ment perspectives.

The very significant decline in the stock dictated that closure of the fishery be applied for 
conservation reasons under the Fisheries Acts and there is no property right attaching to public 
eel licences and consequently the issue of compensatory payment is not relevant.

Given that context, in the current national economic circumstances it is unlikely that fund-
ing will be available to the Government to provide for such payments.

30/09/2014WRGG00450National Postcode System Establishment

30/09/2014WRGG00500606. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will provide an update regarding the geo-coding project; when he expects it 
to be operational and the cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37032/14]

30/09/2014WRGG00600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The design for the National Postcode System was approved by Government last April.  The 
brand ‘Eircode’ was launched for the National Postcode System on 28 April 2014.  The project 
is currently in implementation phase and is scheduled to roll out nationwide by the middle of 
2015. Every Irish address will receive a unique Eircode.

The cost to the Exchequer of the National Postcode System over the 10 year cycle of the 
contract is expected to be €26m (ex VAT) with costs covering design, database upgrades, media 
and postcode distribution. Additional information about Eircodes is now available on the web-
site www.eircode.ie.

30/09/2014WRGG00650National Postcode System Establishment

30/09/2014WRGG00700607. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of different proposals that were submitted as part of the tendering pro-
cess for the postcode system subsequently awarded to Eircode; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37102/14]

30/09/2014WRGG00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Department commenced the procurement process for a National Postcode System in 2011.  
An open and competitive procurement process was conducted in accordance with Department 
of Finance and EU procurement frameworks.

A pre- qualification questionnaire was issued on www.etenders.gov.ie on 17 January 2011.  
This invited interested parties to tender for the contract as a postcode management licence 
holder for a period of 10 years to design, provide, disseminate and maintain a National Postcode 
System.  This procurement process followed the Negotiated Procedure under the relevant EU 
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Regulations.  Given the technical complexity of the project, the Department ran the procure-
ment following a competitive dialogue procedure provided for in the Public Supply and Works 
Directive.

Three parties qualified following Stage 1 of the procurement process. Landmark, a UK 
company, withdrew from the process at the final tender stage.  The Department subsequently 
received two final bids from consortia led by Capita and An Post. In December 2013 a ten-year 
contract with Capita Business Support Services Ireland Limited was signed.

30/09/2014WRGG00850Post Office Network

30/09/2014WRGG00900608. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if there is a business plan for An Post on the future of post offices; if so, whether he 
will engage and discuss this plan with An Post; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37192/14]

30/09/2014WRGG01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
It is Government policy that An Post remains a strong and viable company, in a position to 
provide a high quality postal service and maintain a nationwide customer focussed network of 
post offices in the community.

A whole-of-government review of the scope for providing additional public services through 
local post offices is currently underway under the auspices of the Cabinet Committee on Social 
Policy.  I recently updated the Committee that my Department is examining the responses re-
ceived from other Departments and engaging in further discussions with relevant Departments, 
as necessary, with the aim of bringing a proposal on a proposed way forward to the Committee 
as soon as possible.

An Post is aware that this review is ongoing and engagement with the company is being 
undertaken when and as appropriate.

30/09/2014WRGG01050NewERA Projects

30/09/2014WRGG01100609. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will publish the NewERA report into RTE; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [37197/14]

30/09/2014WRGG01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
On foot of the Five Year Review of the Funding of Public Service Broadcasters under Section 
124 of the Broadcasting Act 2009, NewEra was tasked by Government with conducting an in-
dependent assessment of the scope for further efficiencies within RTÉ.

NewEra’s Report has been received and I am currently considering its recommendations, 
prior to bringing the Report to Government.  It is expected that a redacted version of the Report 
will be made public following its consideration by Government.

30/09/2014WRGG01250Departmental Agencies

30/09/2014WRGG01300610. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will provide, in tabular form, all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and 
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working groups under his Department’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the num-
ber of staff at same; the budget of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of 
establishment of the agencies or organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from 
which they derive their powers. [37201/14]

30/09/2014WRGG01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Departmental remit includes complex policy areas and oversight of State regulation and 
provision of key strategic services such as energy and public broadcasting.  In this context, the 
number of Commercial State Bodies and Non-Commercial State Bodies, including Regulators, 
currently under the aegis of my Department is 18.  Of these 18 Bodies, The Ordnance Survey 
of Ireland (OSI) will be merged with the Property Registration Authority and the Valuation 
Office which will, over the next number of months, see it transfer to the Department of Justice 
and Equality, who are leading on the transfer process.  The Digital Hub Development Agency 
(DHDA) will transition to Dublin City Council (DCC) pending the enactment of legislation.  
Arrangements for the transitioning of DHDA to DCC are underway with a view to completing 
the transition as quickly as possible.

The budgets of State Agencies and Bodies under the aegis of this Department are comprised 
of income from services provided, direct Exchequer provision in a number of instances (as set 
out in the annual Estimates volume), and fees or other revenue generated by individual bodies.  
Full details in each case are set out in the annual reports and accounts published by the relevant 
body, which are generally available online and in the Oireachtas library.

I have set out in the following table the list of Bodies under the aegis of my Department, 
together with the core duties and functions of each Body, the date of establishment of each 
Body and the legislation governing each Body.  In relation to the number of staff in each Body, 
I will ask the agencies under the aegis of my Department to provide the requested information 
directly to the Deputy. 

Agency 1. Date of Establishment 2. Core duties and functions 3. 
Legislation governing

An Post (1) 1984
(2) An Post is Ireland’s national postal service provider.  It is 
a major commercial organisation providing a wide range of 
services which encompass postal, communication, retail and 
money transmission services.  It is one of Ireland’s largest 
companies directly employing over 9,600 people through its 
national network of retail, processing and delivery points. 
(3) The Postal and Telecommunications Act, 1983 and Com-
munications Regulation (Postal Services) Act, 2011 

Ervia (1) 1976
(2) Bord Gáis Éireann was established under the Gas Act, 
1976 to develop and maintain a system for the supply of 
natural gas that is both economical and efficient. BGÉ’s main 
strategic objective in recent years has been to develop as an 
all-island energy company providing transportation and sup-
ply services for natural gas and generation and supply service 
for electricity. 
(3) The Gas Acts 1976 to 2002
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Agency 1. Date of Establishment 2. Core duties and functions 3. 
Legislation governing

Bord na Móna (1) 1946
(2) Bord na Móna is the supplier of products and services 
based principally on peat. The Company is also providing 
products and services in the environmental, renewable energy, 
electricity generation and waste management business sectors. 
(3) Turf Development Act, 1998

Eirgrid (1) 1 July 2006
(2) EirGrid plc was established to act as the independent 
Transmission System Operator (TSO), in line with the require-
ments of the EU Electricity Directive and became operational 
as the TSO on 1 July 2006. 
(3) Regulation 50 of the European Communities (Internal 
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2000, S.I. 445 of 2000 

ESB (1) 1927
(2) The Electricity Supply Board was set up in accordance 
with the Electricity Supply Board Acts 1927 – 2001. It was set 
up as a corporate body to control and develop Ireland’s elec-
tricity network.
(3) The Electricity Supply Board Act of 1927 The suite of leg-
islative measures governing ESB is available at:http://www.
irishstatutebook.ie/pdf/2001/en.act.2001.0009.pdf

RTE (1) 1960
(2) RTÉ is the national public service broadcaster and is 
required to provide a comprehensive range of programmes on 
its radio and television services.
(3) Broadcasting Act 2009

TG4 (1) 2007
(2) TG4 is an Irish Language television station based at Baile 
na hAbhann, Co. Galway. TG4 was established as an indepen-
dent statutory body in 2007 under the Broadcasting Act, 2001.
(3) Broadcasting Act 2009

BAI (1) 01/10/2009
(2) The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland was established on 
1st October 2009 to regulate content across all broadcasting, 
assuming the roles previously held by the Broadcasting Com-
mission of Ireland (BCI) and the Broadcasting Complaints 
Commission (BCC). 
(3) Broadcasting Act 2009 

Digital Hub Development 
Agency (DHDA)

(1) 21/07/2003
(2) The Digital Hub Development Agency was established 
under the Digital Hub Development Act 2003 to oversee the 
development of the Digital Hub, Ireland’s flagship in the digi-
tal media sector. 
(3) Digital Hub Development Agency Act, 2003
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Agency 1. Date of Establishment 2. Core duties and functions 3. 
Legislation governing

Inland Fisheries Ireland 
(IFI) 

(1) 01/07/2010
(2) Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) was established under the In-
land Fisheries Act 2010. IFI is the agency responsible for the 
protection, management and conservation of Ireland’s inland 
fisheries and sea angling resources. 
(3) Inland Fisheries Act 2010 (S.I. No. 10 of 2010)

National Oil Reserves 
Agency (NORA)

(1) Established in 1995 as a private limited company and on 
01/08/2007 as a stand-alone state body under the NORA Act 
2007.
(2) The National Oil Reserves Agency Act 2007 established 
NORA as a non-commercial state body under the aegis of the 
Department. Its function is to maintain strategic stocks of oil 
in line with the State’s oil stockholding obligations to the EU 
and the International Energy Agency (IEA).
(3) http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2007/en/act/pub/0007/in-
dex.html

Ordnance Survey Ireland 
(OSI)

(1) 04/03/2002
(2) Ordnance Survey Ireland is the national mapping agency 
of the State and was established as a statutory body on 4 
March 2002. Its functions include the creation and mainte-
nance of the definitive national mapping and related geograph-
ic records of the State.
(3) Ordnance Survey Act, 2001 and Section 25 of the Markets 
in Financial Instruments and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 
2007 which is available athttp://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2007/
en/act/pub/0037/sec0025.html

Sustainable Energy Au-
thority Ireland (SEAI)

(1) 01/10/2002
(2) Sustainable Energy Authority Ireland (SEAI), formerly 
SEI, was established in 2002 to promote and assist the devel-
opment of sustainable energy.
(3) Sustainable Energy Act, 2002

Foyle, Carlingford and 
Irish Lights Commission 
(Loughs Agency)

(1) 02/12/1999
(2) Its responsibilities include (a) the promotion and develop-
ment of Lough Foyle and Carlingford Lough for commercial 
and recreational purposes in respect of marine, fishery and 
aquaculture matters (b) the management, conservation, protec-
tion, improvement and development of inland fisheries; (c) the 
development and licensing of aquaculture; and (d) the devel-
opment of marine tourism.
(3) British Irish Agreement No. 1 of 1999

Irish National Petroleum 
Corporation

(1) 1979
(2) Following the sale of its business and commercial assets 
(Whitegate Refinery and Bantry storage terminal) in July 
2001, the INPC has no operational capacity/ employees.  Its 
current activities are limited to its rights and obligations under 
the Sale and Purchase Agreement attaching to the 2001 trans-
action
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Agency 1. Date of Establishment 2. Core duties and functions 3. 
Legislation governing

Mining Board (1) Established under S33.1 of the Minerals Development Act 
1940 enacted on 14th November 1940.
(2) An independent quasi-judicial board set up under the Min-
erals Development Act 1940. Its main function is to determine 
various types of compensation provided for under the Miner-
als Development Acts 1940 to 1999, mainly to private mineral 
owners.  It was also charged with deciding what minerals are 
exempted from the State’s exclusive right to work minerals 
under the Minerals Development Act 1979.

Commission for Energy 
Regulation

(1) 14/07/1999
(2) The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is Ireland’s 
independent energy regulator of the natural gas and electric-
ity markets in Ireland, with a range of economic, customer 
protection and safety regulatory functions. CER is also the 
economic regulator of Ireland’s public water system.
(3) Electricity Regulation Act 1999 No. 23 of 1999

Commission for Commu-
nications Regulation

(1) 01/12/2002
(2) ComReg is charged with the regulation of the communi-
cations market in Ireland. Its remit covers all kinds of trans-
mission networks from the traditional telephone wire service 
through to operators providing TV services and from mobile 
phone networks to the postal service.
(3) Communications Regulations Act 2002 No. 20 of 2002

30/09/2014WRGG01450Penalty Points System

30/09/2014WRGG01500611. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1671 of 17 September 2014, the reason for the very 
low number of drivers surrendering their driving licences in circumstances where they have 
been disqualified from driving after having received the maximum number of penalty points. 
[36480/14]

30/09/2014WRGG01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In circumstanc-
es where a person reaches the penalty point threshold of 12 points, or 7 points or more for first 
time learner permit holders from 1 August 2014, a notification issues to the person from the 
National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) of my Department informing them that they must 
surrender their driving licence to the National Driver Licensing Service (NDLS).  In addition 
to this notification, a notice is issued to the licensing authority and An Garda Síochána inform-
ing them of each individual penalty point disqualification to ensure that they are aware of the 
disqualification as well as the driver.

It is a matter for the Road Safety Authority, as the licensing authority to ensure that those 
drivers who have been disqualified surrender their licence to the NDLS.  I will however ensure 
that this matter be considered in the context of the Penalty Points working group with a view 
to ensuring that the most effective arrangements are put in place to ensure that all licences are 
surrendered.

I have also forwarded the Deputy’s question to the RSA and have asked it to respond to 
the Deputy directly.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been 



Questions - Written Answers

394

received within ten days.

30/09/2014WRGG01650Penalty Points System

30/09/2014WRGG01700612. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1671 of 17 September 2014, in respect of the reference 
to the fact that the non-surrender figures may be overstated because driving licences may have 
been surrendered to motor tax offices, if he will indicate where statistics might be available on 
the number of driving licences which were surrendered to motor tax offices in each year; and 
if there is a system of liaison in place between the national vehicle driver file and the motor tax 
office network to keep track of all driving licences surrendered. [36481/14]

30/09/2014WRGG01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In accordance 
with Section 5 of the Road Traffic Act, 2002 my Department issues notification to licence hold-
ers in relation to the endorsement of penalty points and if the number of points equals or ex-
ceeds 12 the notice specifies the period of disqualification from driving and directs the licence 
holder to submit his/her licence to the licensing authority that granted the licence.

At the same time, by administrative process, my Department issues a notice concerning the 
disqualification to An Garda Síochána and the relevant licensing authority.  It is a matter for the 
licensing authority to pursue the licence holder with regard to the surrender of the licence in 
similar fashion to the arrangements where surrender is required in respect of other non-penalty 
points related disqualifications.

The NVDF system facilitates entry of licence surrender details directly by licensing au-
thorities.  My Department is in communication with motor tax offices with a view to obtaining 
details of any surrendered licences which may not have been recorded on the NVDF system 
and arrangements will be made to supply the Deputy with the information provided.  It will  
be appreciated that motor tax offices are no longer licensing authorities for driving licences 
and many of the disqualifications are now historic.  The RSA is now the single licensing author-
ity for driving licences for the country since October 2013 and this will facilitate more precise 
monitoring with regard to surrendered licences.

30/09/2014WRGG01850Penalty Points System

30/09/2014WRGG01900613. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1671 of 17 September 2014, in instances where the na-
tional vehicle driver file does not contain a record of licences surrendered by drivers to motor 
tax offices, the way these drivers are informed when their driving licences are due to be returned 
to them. [36482/14]

30/09/2014WRGG02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In all instances 
where driving licences are surrendered to a licensing authority, at the end of the period of dis-
qualification matters regarding the return of the driving licence are appropriate to the relevant 
licensing authority.  In accordance with Section 3(2) of the Road Traffic Act 2002 my Depart-
ment issues a notice to the relevant drivers on the ending of the period of disqualification and of 
the removal of the penalty points from the records on the NVDF system.

30/09/2014WRGG02050Taxi Licences Renewals

30/09/2014WRGG02100614. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the means of facilitating a person who lost their taxi licence in the past number of years due to 
the licence lapsing in very difficult personal circumstances; and if it is possible for the National 
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Transport Authority to grant a renewal of a taxi licence on a discretionary basis in very excep-
tional and limited circumstances. [36551/14]

30/09/2014WRGG02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The National 
Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the regulation of the small public service  ve-
hicle (SPSV) industry under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013 including vehicle 
licensing.

Section 13 of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013 provides for appeal procedures to the District 
Court of licensing decisions made by the NTA.

30/09/2014WRGG02250Sports Capital Programme Applications

30/09/2014WRGG02300615. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding a sports capital grant for an organisation (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36569/14]

30/09/2014WRGG02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The organisation referred to by the Deputy was party to a joint application for a grant 
under the 2014 Sports Capital Programme.

When the 2014 Programme was advertised my Department issued a guide to filling out the 
application form which clearly set out the Department’s minimum requirements that applicants 
had to meet to be considered for funding.  Unfortunately this application was found to be in-
valid.

I do not consider it appropriate to publish details of why individual applications were 
deemed invalid.  However, Minister Donohoe recently received correspondence from the club 
referred to by the Deputy seeking detailed information on why the application was deemed 
invalid.  Accordingly, a repIy will issue to the club shortly explaining clearly why their applica-
tion was invalid.

30/09/2014WRGG02450Sports Capital Programme Eligibility

30/09/2014WRGG02500616. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding sports grants; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36731/14]

30/09/2014WRGG02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The Sports Capital Programme is the Government’s primary vehicle for supporting the 
development of sports facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment.  Alloca-
tions under the 2014 round of the SCP were announced in July 2014.  No decision has been 
made on the timing of the next round of the Programme.  The SCP does not provide grants for 
the purchase of land or buildings.  However, it may be possible for the club to raise funds via the 
‘Tax Relief for Donations to Certain Sports Bodies’ scheme (section 847A of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act, 1997).  This is a Revenue operated scheme which offers tax benefits to individuals 
or companies who make donations to sports clubs.  Further details on this scheme and how it 
operates can be found on the Revenue Commissioners website.

30/09/2014WRGG02650Sports Capital Programme Data

30/09/2014WRGG02700617. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the overall allocation for sports grants for 2014; if he will provide a breakdown of the amount 
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received in each county; and the amount received in each administrative area of Dublin, includ-
ing Dublin 3, 5, 13 and 17. [36745/14]

30/09/2014WRGG02800618. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide a breakdown of the grants awarded to sports clubs and local community groups 
by his Department for 2014 in the new constituency of Dublin Bay North, including a break-
down of the amount received by each recipient organisation. [36746/14]

30/09/2014WRGG02900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 617 and 618 together.

Details of all allocations under the Sports Capital Programme in 2014 are available on my 
Department’s website www.dttas.ie.  The Department does not compile such information on the 
basis of Dáil constituency or postcode.

30/09/2014WRGG02950Ports Development

30/09/2014WRGG03000619. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his Department has any information regarding the filling in of Dublin Port dry dock; his views 
on this matter. [36779/14]

30/09/2014WRGG03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Dublin Port 
Company published a Masterplan in 2012 to guide the development of Dublin Port in the period 
to 2040. The Masterplan is available on its website www.Dublinport.ie.

Dublin Port has committed in its Masterplan to utilise the existing footprint of the port to 
the greatest extent possible.  The company currently has an application with An Bord Pleanála 
under the Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006 for the redevelopment 
of Alexander Basin encompassing infill of the dry dock area.

I do not consider it appropriate to comment on the matter while that independent statutory 
planning process continues.

30/09/2014WRGG03150Integrated Ticketing

30/09/2014WRGG03200620. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son Leap cards cannot be used in a touch-on, touch-off manner on Dublin Bus; his plans to 
introduce this practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36825/14]

30/09/2014WRGG03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Responsibility 
to develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the Leap Card system is a function of the 
National Transport Authority (NTA).

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  He should 
please advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 working days.

30/09/2014WRGG03350Road Projects

30/09/2014WRGG03400621. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
of fulfilling the commitment to part-fund the A5 improvement project in Northern Ireland; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [36826/14]

30/09/2014WRGG03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since the judi-
cial review decision last year quashing consent for the construction of two sections of the A5 
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the Department for Regional Development has been reviewing and updating the Environmental 
Statement for the scheme, the draft Vesting Order and the draft Direction Order.  That Depart-
ment has put three of the proposed four environmental impact reports out to public consultation 
and public consultation on the fourth report is due shortly with consultation on the draft Orders  
planned for November.  I understand that consideration will also be given to whether to hold a 
new Public Inquiry in Spring/Summer 2015.

The Irish Government’s £22 million contribution to the A5 project to date was based on an 
agreed expenditure profile linked to specific project milestones.  Given the delays to the proj-
ect arising from the outcome of the judicial review proceedings, a revised project programme 
needs to be prepared for consideration by both the Irish Government and the Northern Ireland 
Executive.

30/09/2014WRHH00100 30/09/2014WRHH00150Public Transport Provision

30/09/2014WRHH00200622. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consider making all bus lanes in our cities operational 24 hours, seven days a week; the further 
capital investment that will be made in bus lanes this year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36827/14]

30/09/2014WRHH00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Responsibility regarding the development of bus lanes is a function of the 
National Transport Authority (NTA).

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  He should 
please advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 working days.

30/09/2014WRHH00350Departmental Expenditure

30/09/2014WRHH00400623. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form the partial and full year monetary effect of his Department’s budget 
2014 reductions to expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36828/14]

30/09/2014WRHH00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment’s gross allocation for 2014 is €1.67bn. This represents a 2% reduction on the 2013 alloca-
tion. As set out in tabular form in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s 2014 
Expenditure Report, €72m is the full year impact of cuts on the gross current expenditure side 
of my Department’s Vote and this is in line with commitments made in the 2011-2014 Compre-
hensive Review of Expenditure. I expect this overall reduction will be met by year end.

My capital allocation increased by 3% from €950m to €982.5, mainly by virtue of the Stim-
ulus funding announced in Budget 2014. I expect this will be increased further by virtue of 
the Stimulus funding announced in May and additional allocations for Storm damage as agreed 
by Government earlier this year. I expect these additional allocations, once approved by the 
Dail, will increase my Department’s capital spend this year by a further €37m.

30/09/2014WRHH00550Road Safety Statistics

30/09/2014WRHH00600624. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to set out 
the number of fatalities on roads here this year; the comparison with the same period last year; 
the actions he will take to reduce fatalities on roads here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36829/14]
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30/09/2014WRHH00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As at 26 Sep-
tember 2014, the total number of fatalities on our roads in 2014 was 138.  That is a decrease of 
2 on the same period last year.  From 415 deaths on our roads in 2001, we have seen a dramatic 
reduction to 190 deaths in 2013. However I am concerned that in the year 2013 there was an 
increase in road deaths from 2012.

My officials and I meet regularly with all of the bodies and agencies that have responsibil-
ity for road safety, including the Gardaí and the Road Safety Authority (RSA) to ensure that all 
necessary measures are identified and taken to improve safety on our roads.

The Road Safety Strategy 2013 to 2020 was launched last year. This contains 144 Actions 
to be implemented by the various agencies involved in order to build on the previous Strategies 
with the objective of making Ireland among the safest countries for road safety.

Aside from the Strategy, the Road Traffic Act 2014, was signed into law by the President 
on 25th February.  This legislation introduces measures which will further contribute to road 
safety in the years to come. The Act provides for further Graduated Driver Licensing measures, 
adjustments to the penalty points system, increasing demerits for the most dangerous offences 
such as speeding and operating a mobile phone while driving.

My officials are also in the early stages of drafting the Road Traffic Bill 2014 which will 
contain further measures to improving safety on our roads.

I am satisfied that the actions set out in the Road Safety Strategy will be sufficient to allow 
Ireland to continue to make progress towards the objectives of reducing road deaths set out in 
the Strategy.

30/09/2014WRHH00750Bus Éireann Services

30/09/2014WRHH00800625. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to set out his 
views on an application to amend Bus Éireann Expressway route number 7, which is intended 
to abandon historic population centres such as Ballyporeen, Moneygall, Clogheen, Castlecom-
er, Crettyard, Ardfinnan and others, and which is before the National Transport Authority at 
present; his further views on whether the route in question is the only publicly operated con-
nection between those population centres and Dublin and Cork cities; and if he will undertake 
to prevent this further act of abandonment and isolation of rural communities by guaranteeing a 
level of service which the communities themselves find acceptable. [36959/14]

30/09/2014WRHH00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue raised 
is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply.  He should please advise my private office if he does not receive 
a reply within 10 working days.

30/09/2014WRHH00950Public Sector Staff Recruitment

30/09/2014WRHH01000626. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
there will be an end to the freeze in taking on permanent staff in Iarnród Éireann; and if he has 
a role in the matter. [36984/14]

30/09/2014WRHH01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue raised 
is a human resources matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to 
the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.



30 September 2014

399

30/09/2014WRHH01150Tourism Promotion

30/09/2014WRHH01200627. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
in view of the fact that more than 180,000 persons work directly in the tourism industry and 
in view of the decline in tourism, especially from overseas, if he will expand the marketing of 
Ireland abroad, especially in emerging countries facing a surge in outward tourists due to eco-
nomic development since the turn of the century; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36987/14]

30/09/2014WRHH01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): CSO figures 
show that, while visitor numbers to Ireland fell significantly in 2009 and 2010, there has been a 
strong recovery in the performance of the tourism sector from 2011 onwards.  In 2011, the total 
number of overseas visits to Ireland was 6.505 million, rising slightly to 6.517 million in 2012, 
followed by a substantial rise to 6.986 million in 2013, up 7.2% on 2012.  The positive trend 
has continued into 2014, with trips to Ireland for the first eight months of this year up by 9.4 % 
compared to the corresponding period in 2013. There were 5,200,700 overseas visits to Ireland 
during the eight-month period.

My Department’s role in relation to tourism is concerned primarily with national policy. Re-
sponsibility for the marketing the island of Ireland as a visitor destination in overseas markets is 
a day-to-day matter for Tourism Ireland, a cross-border body established under the Good Friday 
Agreement.  The agency is active in a range of developing markets, and I am forwarding the 
Deputy’s question to Tourism Ireland for further information.  Please contact my private office 
if a reply is not received within ten working days.

I am currently completing a review of tourism policy, which is intended to set out the overall 
direction for tourism up to 2025.  A draft of the new Tourism Policy Statement was published 
by my predecessor in July.  I expect to publish the finalised Tourism Policy Statement in the 
coming weeks.

30/09/2014WRHH01350Disability Support Services Provision

30/09/2014WRHH01400628. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the difficulties many agencies representing persons with dis-
abilities and reduced mobility are having while using public transport, often with no customer 
service staff at DART stations to assist persons and ramps on Dublin Bus broken regularly; 
in view of the European regulation 181/2011, which states that public transport agencies are 
obliged to provide services to persons with disabilities, his views on these concerns; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [36989/14]

30/09/2014WRHH01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): EU Regulation 
181/2011 came into force on 1 March 2013 and establishes certain rights for passengers when 
travelling by bus or coach. Much of the regulation applies to journeys greater than 250km, how-
ever the regulation does allow for a number of core rights applicable to all regular services re-
gardless of distance.  These include non-discriminatory transport conditions, access to transport 
for disabled and mobility impaired persons at no additional cost and also financial compensa-
tion for loss or damage to mobility equipment.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) is the 
designated National Enforcement Body for this Regulation  and checks that all transport bodies 
comply with the Regulation. All state transport bodies publish their policies in this regard.

My Department’s Sectoral Plan  under the Disability Act 2005 “Transport Access for All” 
which was updated in 2012, sets out a series of policy objectives and targets for accessible 
public transport across all modes. This includes making all suburban and Inter-city passenger 
trains, as well as urban and Intercity public transport buses/coaches accessible for people with 
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mobility, sensory and cognitive impairments. This is being done as extensively as possible hav-
ing regard to the availability of resources and while more work remains to be done, significant 
progress has been made in recent years across all modes.

Accessibility is built into all new public transport infrastructure projects and vehicles from 
the design stage and new systems such as the Luas are fully accessible.

In relation to existing public transport infrastructure and facilities, the NTA funds a pro-
gramme of accessibility improvement grants to upgrade existing public transport infrastructure 
and facilities.

Under this programme the refurbishment of 255 access ramps on buses operated by Dublin 
Bus is underway and will shortly be completed.  I am also assured by Dublin Bus that a ramp 
check is included in the daily drivers first use bus check.

In relation to Iarnrod Eireann’s fleet  all operational rolling stock is internally accessible 
with the use of a portable wheelchair ramp at all stations. I understand that if assistance is re-
quired Iarnród Eireann will ensure that a member of staff is available to help a wheelchair user 
once they receive 24 hours’ notice of the times of both the inward and outward journeys. In the 
future procurement of new trains the technical specifications will include the incorporation of 
an automatic wheelchair ramp.

I am committed to the on-going improvement of access to public transport for persons with 
disabilities and will continue to provide capital funds for this purpose as part of the relevant 
capital plans.

30/09/2014WRHH01550Sports Capital Programme Administration

30/09/2014WRHH01600629. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
application process will be open for the next round of sports capital grants; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37000/14]

30/09/2014WRHH01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): No decision has been taken on the timing of the next round of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme.

30/09/2014WRHH01750Tourism Industry

30/09/2014WRHH01800630. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to explain 
the reason there is a 25% increase in membership fee to Fáilte Ireland homes approval scheme 
for 2015. [37041/14]

30/09/2014WRHH01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The setting of 
fees for the listing of accommodation is a matter for the Board and management of Fáilte Ire-
land.

Accordingly, I have referred the question to the agency for direct reply. He should please 
advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 working days.

30/09/2014WRHH01950Tourism Promotion

30/09/2014WRHH02000631. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to explain 
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the reason for the lack of marketing of the south east, midlands and east coast in 2014; and his 
plans to promote these areas in 2015. [37042/14]

30/09/2014WRHH02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Responsibility 
for marketing the island of Ireland as a visitor destination in overseas markets is a day-to-day 
matter for Tourism Ireland, a cross-border body established under the Good Friday Agreement.

In 2014, Tourism Ireland has undertaken extensive promotional activity to promote the 
South East, Midlands and East Coast regions as it seeks to build on the return to growth in 
overseas tourism achieved in recent years.  This includes:

- participation by tourism enterprises from the regions concerned at major consumer and 
travel trade fairs, and travel trade missions;

- familiarisation visits to the South East, Midlands and East Coast regions for influential 
travel and lifestyle journalists from around the world; and

- a programme of fact-finding visits to the South East, Midlands and East Coast regions for 
overseas tour operators, travel agents and business tourism buyers.

Fáilte Ireland is the agency with responsibility for the development of the tourism industry 
in Ireland.  The agency is currently developing a unifying tourism proposition for those coun-
ties in the east and south of Ireland. These areas share a rich historic built environment, for 
example Viking Waterford, Medieval Kilkenny and Brú na Boinne.  This project will group the 
cultural and heritage tourism assets of Ireland’s East and South via a network of routes, trails 
and journeys into a new tourism experience that will appeal to overseas visitors. The project is 
expected to be launched in early 2015.

In terms of other activities to promote tourism to these areas, I am also referring the Dep-
uty’s question to Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland for further information.  He should please 
advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 working days.

30/09/2014WRHH02150Airport Security

30/09/2014WRHH02200632. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a permit 
was issued to a company (details supplied) to carry munitions or dangerous cargo through 
Shannon Airport on 21 September 2014, in view of the fact that it has been the largest provider 
of commercial airlift in the wide-body cargo segment for the United States Air Mobility Com-
mand for the past seven years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37082/14]

30/09/2014WRHH02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There was no 
munitions permit issued for a flight landing at Shannon on 21 September.

However, I am aware that an Atlas Air aircraft routing Miami to Amsterdam diverted to 
Shannon on the 21 September due to a suspected technical fault. The aircraft landed safely and 
following a technical check departed on 22 September. I understand from the Shannon Airport 
Authority that the aircraft that diverted was transporting a large consignment of flowers.

30/09/2014WRHH02350Pension Provisions

30/09/2014WRHH02400633. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
deferred members of the pension fund in Aer Lingus will be put under the protection of the So-
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cial Welfare and Pensions Act 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37111/14]

30/09/2014WRHH02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Resolution of 
the funding difficulties of the IASS is primarily a matter for the Trustee, the companies partici-
pating in the scheme, the scheme’s members and the Pensions Authority. The process currently 
underway involves all these stakeholders.

Pension schemes are closely regulated under Irish and European pension law and the Pen-
sions Authority is the national statutory regulatory authority in Ireland. There are prescribed 
protections, procedures and limitations in place governing any reductions in pension rights 
introduced to address funding difficulties in a scheme such as the IASS. Legislation in this area 
including, the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2013, is a matter for my colleague the Tánaiste 
and Minister for Social Protection.

30/09/2014WRHH02550Pension Provisions

30/09/2014WRHH02600634. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
to set out his views on whether deferred members of the Irish aviation superannuation scheme 
could potentially lose 60% of their potential benefits under revised proposals for the scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37174/14]

30/09/2014WRHH02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Resolution of 
the funding difficulties of the IASS is primarily a matter for the Trustee, the companies partici-
pating in the scheme, the scheme’s members and the Pensions Authority. The process currently 
underway involves all these stakeholders.

There are over 5,000 deferred members of the scheme and I do understand their concerns 
in relation to the funding of the scheme. However, such matters are governed by the Pension 
Acts, which fall under the responsibility of my colleague the Tánaiste and Minister for Social 
Protection.

Pension schemes are closely regulated under Irish and European pension law and the Pen-
sions Authority is the national statutory regulatory authority in Ireland. There are prescribed 
procedures and limitations in place governing any reductions in pension rights introduced to 
address funding difficulties in a scheme such as the IASS.

The Pensions Acts have been amended over recent years to provide for the sharing of the 
risk of scheme underfunding across all scheme members. The issue of how these changes might 
be applied in the case of the IASS is a matter for the Trustee of the scheme, which is required 
under trust law to act in the best interests of all scheme beneficiaries.

The principal employers have recently written to the members of the scheme, including 
the deferred members, informing them that an agreement has been reached with the Trustee on 
comprehensive pension changes. The letter outlines the various stages of the process going for-
ward with a target date for implementation of the proposals of 31 December 2014.

A set of clear proposals is being put forward, which offers the best chance to resolve the 
long-standing problems of the scheme and give the members certainty about their future pen-
sion entitlements, and I would urge all parties to accept them.

30/09/2014WRHH02750State Bodies Data

30/09/2014WRHH02800635. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will pro-
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vide in tabular form all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups under 
his Department’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the number of staff at same; the 
budget of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establishment of the agen-
cies or organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which they derive their 
powers. [37213/14]

30/09/2014WRHH02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy regarding the agencies, bodies, organisations and working groups 
under the Department’s remit, their core duties and functions, the date of establishment and the 
legislation from which they derive is available in the following table.

The staff numbers of each agency are available in the Annual Reports of the Agencies while 
the 2013 budget of each and the proposed 2014 budget are available in the book of estimates.

Name of Agency/
Body/Working 
Groups

Core Duties/functions Date of 
Establishment

Legislation (primary or 
otherwise

Port of Cork Com-
pany

Management, control, operation and de-
velopment of harbour/port

03/03/1997 Harbours Act 1996 
(No.11/96)

Drogheda Port 
Company

 Management, control, operation and 
development of harbour/port      

03/03/1997 Harbours Act 1996

Dublin Port Com-
pany

 Management, control, operation and 
development of harbour/port               

03/03/1997 Harbours Act 1996

Dun Laoghaire 
Harbour Company

 Management, control, operation and 
development of harbour/port             

03/03/1997 Harbours Act 1996

Shannon/Foynes 
Port Company

 Management, control, operation and 
development of harbour/port             

11/09/2000 Harbours Act 1996

Galway Harbour 
Company

 Management, control, operation and 
development of harbour/port              

03/03/1997 Harbours Act 1996

New Ross Port 
Company

 Management, control, operation and 
development of harbour/port             

03/03/1997 Harbours Act 1996

Port of Waterford 
Company

 Management, control, operation and 
development of harbour/port             

11/01/1999 Harbours Act 1996

Wicklow Port 
Company

 Management, control, operation and 
development of harbour/port               

26/04/2002 Harbours Act 1996

Marine Casu-
alty Investigation 
Board (MCIB)

The function of the MCIB is to carry out 
investigations into marine casualties that 
take place in Irish waters or involve Irish 
registered vessels.

June 2002 Merchant Shipping (Inves-
tigation of Marine Casual-
ties) Act, 2000. 

Railway Safety 
Commission

(1)To foster and encourage railway 
safety(2) to enforce the Railway Safety 
Act 2005 and any other legislation relating 
to railway safety(3) To investigate and 
report on railway accidents and incidents 
for the purposes of determining compli-
ance with safety management systems and 
safety targets.

1 January 2006 Railway Safety Act 2005
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Name of Agency/
Body/Working 
Groups

Core Duties/functions Date of 
Establishment

Legislation (primary or 
otherwise

Medical Bureau of 
Road Safety

The functions of the Bureau include:- The 
receipt and analysis for intoxicants of 
specimens of blood and urine forwarded 
to the Bureau.- The issue of certificates 
of analysis.- The provision of equipment 
for the taking or provision of specimens 
of blood and urine.- Approval, supply 
and testing of equipment or apparatus for 
indicating the presence of alcohol in the 
breath.- Approval, supply and testing of 
equipment or apparatus for determining 
the concentration of alcohol in the breath.- 
Research on drinking and drugs in relation 
to driving, including the methods of deter-
mining the amount of alcohol or drugs in 
a person’s body and the    epidemiology of 
driving under the influence of intoxicants. 

November 
1968 

Road Traffic Acts 1968 
–2014

Road Safety Au-
thority

The functions of the Authority include:-         
Developing and implementing informa-
tion and education campaigns to increase 
awareness of road safety and promote 
safer driving-         Improving vehicle 
standards-         Establishing and moni-
toring a standard for driver instruction-         
Overseeing the system of driver licens-
ing and undertaking certain enforcement 
activities-         Working with stakeholders 
to ensure a co-ordinated response and 
ensure our collective resources are used 
wisely and efficiently-         Undertak-
ing accident and road safety research in 
order to develop measures and recommen-
dations to improve road safety-         Ad-
vising the Minister for Transport on road 
safety policy-         Producing road safety 
strategy documents and monitoring their 
implementation 

September 
2006 

Road Safety Authority Act 
2006.

Air Accident 
Investigation Unit 
(AAIU)

Responsible for the investigation of 
aircraft accidents, serious incidents, and 
incidents (Occurrences) that occur within 
Ireland.  In addition the AAIU provides 
assistance to foreign safety investigation 
authorities who conduct investigations 
into occurrences of Irish registered and / 
or operated aircraft abroad. Furthermore, 
in some cases Foreign States may delegate 
Investigations back to the AAIU as the 
state of registry/operator.Furthermore the 
AAIU is responsible for the investigation 
of accidents to Irish registered/operated 
aircraft that crash in international waters.

AAIU was 
formed in 1994 
within the then 
Department of 
Transport, En-
ergy and Com-
munications. It 
coincided with 
the formation 
of the Irish 
Aviation Au-
thority (IAA) 
as the aviation 
regulator.  

Statutory Instrument 
(SI) No. 205 of 1997 Air 
Navigation (Notifica-
tion and Investigation of 
Accidents and Incidents) 
Regulations, 1997 came 
into effect on the 25 July 
1997.  SI No. 205 has 
since been replaced by SI 
No. 460 of 2009, Air Navi-
gation (Notification and 
Investigation of Accidents, 
Serious Incidents and In-
cidents) Regulations, 2009 
and came into effect on 
9th December 2009.   The 
AAIU is also subject 
to EU Regulation  No. 
996/2010 and International 
Convention Annex 13
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Name of Agency/
Body/Working 
Groups

Core Duties/functions Date of 
Establishment

Legislation (primary or 
otherwise

Irish Aviation Au-
thority (IAA) 

The Irish Aviation Authority is responsible 
for the management of Irish controlled air-
space, the safety regulation of Irish civil 
aviation and the oversight of civil aviation 
security in Ireland 

1993 Irish Aviation Authority 
Act, 1993. 

Commission 
for Aviation 
Regulation(CAR)

Commission is responsible for: - regulat-
ing Dublin Airport Authority’s airport 
charges at Dublin Airport. - regulating 
the Irish Aviation Authority’s aviation 
terminal services charges.           -approv-
ing ground handlers. - licensing Irish air 
carriers. - enforcing consumer protection 
regulations which focus on the rights 
and entitlements of passengers travelling 
by air. - implementing certain aspects of 
community legislation in relation to slot 
allocation and schedule coordination, and 
- licensing travel agents and tour operators 
in Ireland

2001 Aviation Regulation Act, 
2001

Dublin Airport 
Authority

Management, operation and development 
of Dublin and  Cork airports.

21.07.04 State Airport Act 2004 
(No. 32)                   

Cork Airport Au-
thority

Management, operation and development 
of Cork airport.

21.07.04 State Airport Act 2004 
(No. 32)

Shannon Group plc Oversee the exercise by Shannnon Airport 
and  Shannon Commercial  Enterprises of 
their  functions, promote the development 
of aviation and other business activities  
around Shannon airport.

05.09.14 State Airports (Shannon 
Group) Act 2014 (No. 27)

National Facilita-
tion Committee

This Committee was established to bring 
together the main players operating at 
Irish airports to provide a forum to ulti-
mately improve the passenger experience.

25.04.12 The need for the commit-
tee arises from a provi-
sion of Annex 9 of the 
ICAO (International Civil 
Aviation Organisation) 
Convention which requires 
the establishment of a 
National Facilitation Com-
mittee. 

Sub-Group on Air-
port Immigration 
Matters

Sub-group was been established to deal 
with the full range of issues concerning 
immigration at airports, including the in-
troduction of new technology and passport 
matters.

19.11.13 None - Sub-group of the 
National Faciliation Com-
mittee

Railway Procure-
ment Agency

Responsible for managing the construc-
tion and operation of Luas, to procure 
new light rail lines and Metro through a 
number of means including Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) 

2001 Transport (Railway Infra-
structure) Act 2001 
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Name of Agency/
Body/Working 
Groups

Core Duties/functions Date of 
Establishment

Legislation (primary or 
otherwise

National Transport 
Authority  

Responsible  for securing the provision of 
public passenger land transport services, 
including the provision of subvented bus 
and rail services by Bus Éireann, Dublin 
Bus and Irish Rail. The NTA also has 
responsibility for the regulation of the taxi 
industry.   In the Greater Dublin Area the 
NTA has the functions relating to Strategic 
Planning of transport and investment in 
public transport infrastructure.

December 2009 Dublin Transport Author-
ity Act 2008 as amended 
by the Public Transport 
Regulation Act 2009

Córas Iompair 
Éireann 

Through its subsidiaries, CIÉ is the main 
provider of land public transport ser-
vices within the State.   The organisation 
structure is a holding company and three 
major operating companies – Bus Átha 
Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann.
Each of the three CIÉ operating subsid-
iaries have PSO contracts with the NTA 
under the provisions of the DTA Act 2008 
as amended.

January 1945 Transport Act 1950 and 
the Dublin Transport Au-
thority  Act 2008  

Bus Átha Cliath-
Dublin Bus  

The principal objectives of BÁC are to 
provide passenger services by road for the 
city and county of Dublin.  BÁC is also 
required to operate commercially to the 
maximum extent possible taking account 
of the public service obligations of the 
company.

1986 Transport (Re-Organisa-
tion of CIE) Act 1986  

Bus Éireann-Irish 
Bus  

BÉ is empowered to provide a wide range 
of bus and coach services throughout 
the country including expressway coach 
services linking major cities and towns; 
local bus services in rural areas; city bus 
services in Cork, Galway, Limerick and 
Waterford.  They are also responsible for 
the operation of the national school trans-
port scheme on behalf of the Department 
of Education and Skills.

1986 Transport (Re-Organisa-
tion of CIE) Act 1986  

Iarnród Éireann-
Irish Rail 

The principal objectives of IÉ are to pro-
vide a railway service and a road freight 
service.  It is the general mandate of the 
company to operate commercially to the 
maximum extent possible, taking account 
of the public service obligations of the 
company and to manage, maintain and 
develop the rail network infrastructure.

1986 Transport (Re-Organisa-
tion of CIE) Act 1986 

National Roads 
Authority (NRA)

General duty to secure the provision of 
a safe and efficient network of national 
roads, overall responsibility for the plan-
ning and supervision of works for the 
construction and maintenance of national 
roads and other functions assigned to it 
under the Roads Act 1993, as amended.

23 December, 
1993

Roads Act, 1993, as 
amended and Statutory 
Instruments made under 
the Act, as amended and 
relevant EU Directives.
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Name of Agency/
Body/Working 
Groups

Core Duties/functions Date of 
Establishment

Legislation (primary or 
otherwise

Irish Sports Coun-
cil

Improving standards in high performance 
sport; increasing participation rates in 
sport; facilitating standards of fair play; 
combating doping; producing research and 
communicating information on sport.

1 July 1999 Irish Sports Council Act, 
1999

National Sports 
Campus Develop-
ment Authority

Develop a sports campus on the Abbot-
stown site; Furnish and equip the sports 
campus; Manage, operate and maintain 
the sports campus; and Encourage and 
promote the use of the sports campus by 
professional and amateur sports people 
and members of the public.

June 2006 National Sports Campus 
Development Authority 
Act 2006 

Failte Ireland Encourage Promote and Support Tourism 28 May 2003 National Tourism De-
velopment Authority Act 
2003

Tourism Ireland 
Limited

Tourism Ireland is the all-island tourism 
marketing company established under 
the Good Friday Agreement. Tourism 
Ireland’s role is to help grow overseas 
tourism revenue and visitor numbers to 
Ireland, and to help Northern Ireland to 
realise its tourism potential.

Tourism 
Ireland Ltd 
was formally 
incorporated on 
11th December 
2000.

Its Memorandum and 
Articles of Association 
govern its operations and it 
is accountable to the North 
South Ministerial Council 
(NSMC) established under 
the Good Friday Agree-
ment.  

30/09/2014WRHH02975National Parks Projects

30/09/2014WRHH03000636. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to set out 
her views on a matter relating to Killarney National Park and the issue of rhododendron infesta-
tion (details supplied). [36619/14]

30/09/2014WRHH03100637. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to explain 
the position regarding the continued reliance of her Department on the unsuitability for wider 
dissemination of the long-term strategic programme for the control of rhododendron ponticum 
in Killarney National Park (details supplied). [36620/14]

30/09/2014WRHH03200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 636 and 637 together.

My Department carries out an annual targeted programme of works to manage the spread 
of the invasive species Rhododendron ponticum in Killarney National Park. The extent of the 
problem varies from area to area within the National Park and the programme and the control 
methods used are regularly reviewed and refined to respond to the dynamic and vigorous nature 
of the plant in order to mitigate its impact throughout the Park. While a wide range of control 
methods are considered for this purpose, those chosen are generally selected on the basis of 
optimum efficacy, having regard to the most effective use of available resources.

Since 2011, my Department has invested c. €500,000 in this programme, with an additional 
€100,000 invested in the programme this year. Approximately 3,000 of the 10,000 hectares in 
the Park were, to some extent, affected by Rhododendron infestation. My Department’s man-
agement programme has made significant inroads into the problem and now approx. 2,000 of 
those hectares, involving some 40 different sites, are under effective control.
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The work involved is arduous and resource intensive and is carried out by outside specialist 
companies, Department staff and by volunteer groups under staff direction and supervision. In 
this regard, my Department recognises the past and continuing important contribution of volun-
teer groups to this work, and also the innovative work of Department staff in Killarney National 
Park who have been instrumental in developing new methods to control this plant.

Ultimately, the plan is to clear all Rhododendron from the Park. The management pro-
gramme is intended to create conditions in the Park that are conducive to the protection and 
re-establishment of native species and, particularly, Ireland’s native woodlands. My Depart-
ment is committed to this important and challenging work and will continue to engage with 
volunteer groups who are willing to assist my Department with its Rhododendron management 
programme.

30/09/2014WRHH03250National Monuments

30/09/2014WRHH03300638. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to explain 
the position regarding jointly funding the purchase of the Motte in Granard, County Longford; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36693/14]

30/09/2014WRHH03400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Although 
in private ownership, Granard motte and bailey is a national monument in the guardianship of 
the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, under the National Monuments Acts 1930-
2004.  As such, it enjoys the full range of protections afforded by those Acts, including a re-
quirement that any works at, or in proximity to it, are subject to my prior written consent.  My 
Department and Longford County Council have agreed to a joint approach to the potential 
acquisition of this national monument for the State.  My Department has requested the Office 
of Public Works to enter negotiations with the landowner to establish if agreement could be 
reached on the proposal.  These negotiations must, however, be conducted within the confines 
of the Office of Public Works’ site valuation and the limited capital funding available to my 
Department and the Council for the proposed acquisition.

30/09/2014WRHH03450Departmental Bodies Data

30/09/2014WRHH03500639. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she will 
provide in tabular form the names of all of the State agencies, bodies, organisations and work-
ing groups under her Department’s remit; the core duties and functions of same; the number of 
staff at same; the budget of each for 2013 and proposed budget for 2014; the date of establish-
ment of the agencies or organisations; and the legislation, primary or otherwise, from which 
they derive their powers. [37199/14]

30/09/2014WRHH03600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A list of 
the bodies and agencies funded from my Department’s Vote Group along with details of the 
individual websites is contained in the following table.  These websites contain details on the 
core duties and functions of these bodies and agencies and also the details relating to the date 
of establishment and, where applicable, any relevant legislation from which they derive their 
powers.

Bodies and Agencies funded from the Department’s Vote Group:

Body Website Address
An Coimisinéir Teanga www.coimisineir.ie
Údarás na Gaeltachta www.udaras.ie
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Body Website Address
Arts Council www.artscouncil.ie
National Archives www.nationalarchives.ie
Irish Manuscripts Commission www.irishmanuscripts.ie
National Museum of Ireland www.museum.ie
Irish Museum of Modern Art (IMMA) www.modernart.ie
National Gallery of Ireland www.nationalgallery.ie
Crawford Gallery www.crawfordartgallery.com
National Concert Hall www.nch.ie
National Library of Ireland www.nli.ie
Chester Beatty Library www.cbl.ie
Irish Film Board www.irishfilmboard.ie
Heritage Council www.heritagecouncil.ie

Cross Border Implementation Bodies under the aegis of the Department:

Body Website Address
Waterways Ireland www.waterwaysireland.org
An Foras Teanga, which comprises:
1. Foras na Gaeilge www.gaeilge.iewww.forasnagaeilge.ie
2. Tha Boord o Ulstèr-Scotch www.ulsterscotsagency.com

Details of the expenditure allocations made available to the bodies in question are published 
each year in the annual Revised Estimates Volume (REV) and the Appropriation Account.  The 
REV also includes Agency Statements, which provide details in relation to staff numbers and 
expenditure on administration and pay in the previous year. These publications are available on 
the website of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform at www.per.gov.ie and on the 
website of the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General at www.audgen.gov.ie.

The Deputy may note that this reply does not include organisations, other than those listed 
above, which receive grants from my Department, or indeed routine working groups estab-
lished within my Department to support the delivery of its goals.
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