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Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

17/09/2014WRA00450Pyrite Remediation Programme

17/09/2014WRA0050011. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the progress made by the Pyrite Remediation Board in dealing with estates where 
the developer is still trading or legal action is pending, including the number of applications 
involved in these areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34321/14]

17/09/2014WRA00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): Applications from homeowners for inclusion in the pyrite 
remediation scheme must be assessed against the eligibility criteria of the scheme, which in-
clude a requirement that the applicant has no other practicable options, other than under the 
scheme, to secure the remediation of their dwelling. It is not the Pyrite Resolution Board’s poli-
cy to exclude applicants from the scheme solely because the builder is still trading. However, as 
a scheme of last resort, the Board must satisfy itself that applicants under the scheme have taken 
all reasonable and appropriate steps to seek to have those parties who have a responsibility in 
this matter undertake the remediation of their dwellings.

I understand that enquiries are on-going in respect of approximately 160 dwellings where 
legal actions and dispute resolution processes have commenced.  In this context, solicitors and 
builders representatives have been in contact with the Board with a view to progressing actions 
or settlements, getting the necessary cooperation from homeowners and/or finding a mecha-
nism that would contribute towards the pyrite remediation scheme where legally possible.  The 
Board is taking legal advice in some cases and, conscious of the desire of applicants to see 
progress in their applications, is actively working to resolve these issues as quickly as possible.

17/09/2014WRA00650Waste Management

17/09/2014WRA0070012. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will intervene to return the collection of waste in the Dublin City Council area 
to the council when contracts are due for renewal next month; and if he will make a statement 
on any breaches of by-laws and failure to collect waste by the private operators. [34328/14]

17/09/2014WRA00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I presume the Question is referring to the issue of waste collection permits required to be 
held by all waste collectors.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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Waste collection in Ireland is subject to compliance with applicable environmental and other 
relevant legislation, primarily the Waste Management Act 1996 and conditions attached to each 
waste collector’s collection permit issued under the Waste Management (Collection Permit) 
Regulations 2007.  Waste collection in individual local authority areas may also be subject to 
local bye-laws.  Enforcement of waste legislation, a waste collection permit condition or waste 
bye-law is a matter for the relevant local authority.

Section 33 of the Waste Management Act 1996 requires a local authority to collect, or ar-
range for the collection of waste within its functional area.  However, it also provides that this 
requirement does not apply where any of the following conditions are met: 

(a) an adequate waste collection service is available,

(b) the estimated costs of the collection of the waste concerned by the local authority would 
in the opinion of the authority be unreasonably high, or 

(c) the local authority is satisfied that adequate arrangements for the disposal of the waste 
concerned can reasonably be made by the holder of the waste.

In terms of intervening in operational matters concerning the collection of waste, under 
section 60(3) of the Act, as Minister, I am precluded from exercising any power or control in 
relation to the performance by the Agency or a local authority, in particular circumstances, of a 
statutory function vested in it.

I am committed to ensuring that the regulatory regime applying to waste collection is robust 
and delivers quality outcomes for householders and the environment. As part of implementation 
of the Government’s waste policy, A Resource Opportunity, my Department carried out a pub-
lic consultation process earlier this year on options for revising the existing regulatory regime 
which applies to waste collection. Arising from that process, my Department is now develop-
ing a robust new regulatory framework aimed at professionalising and modernising Ireland’s 
system of household waste collection. I expect to finalise the new Regulations in January 2015, 
with a view to the new regime coming into operation on 1 July 2015. 

17/09/2014WRA00850Community Development Initiatives

17/09/2014WRA0090013. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the criteria that will be used in allocating funding under the social inclusion 
community activation programme that is due to replace the local community development pro-
gramme in January 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34332/14]

17/09/2014WRA01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department’s Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) is the largest 
social inclusion intervention of its kind in the State. The current Programme officially ended 
at the end of 2013,  having operated for four years with funding of €281m over that period. It 
is being implemented on a transitional basis for 2014 with a budget of €47m, pending the roll 
out of the new Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) in early 2015.

The new Programme will be managed and overseen by the Local Community Development 
Committees (LCDCs) which have been established in all local authority areas as part of the 
reform of local government.  These Committees, comprising public-private socio-economic 
interests, will play a key role in developing, co-ordinating and implementing a more coherent 
and integrated approach to local and community development.
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In accordance with the Public Spending Code, legal advice, good practice internationally, 
and in order to ensure the optimum delivery of services to clients, the new Programme is subject 
to a public procurement process, which is currently under way.  Stage 1 of the process (Expres-
sions of Interest) has been completed and Stage 2 (Invitation to Tender) will get under way 
shortly. All proposals received will be assessed by the LCDCs in accordance with the assess-
ment criteria which will be notified with the tender documentation. 

SICAP is a key priority of Government and its budget for next year will be decided in the 
2015 Estimates process. It will be the responsibility of each LCDC, with the technical support 
of my Department and Pobal, to allocate the appropriate level of funding to successful tender-
ers to deliver SICAP.  The allocations will be based on the population and deprivation levels 
of each LCDC area and any of its sub-divisions, informed by the Resource Allocation Model 
(RAM). The model used is based on the Pobal-Hasse Deprivation index, based on the Census 
data. The application of this approach means that the funding is allocated equitably in that a 
disadvantaged person in any area of the country will have equality of resources available to 
their areas to support their needs. 

17/09/2014WRA01050Mortgage Arrears Rate

17/09/2014WRA0110014. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide a breakdown of local authority mortgage arrears, including 
the number in arrears of more than 90 days, more than 180 days and more than 365 days; if a 
process is in place for dealing with such arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34313/14]

17/09/2014WRA01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): My Department publishes a wide range of housing statis-
tics, including the number and value of local authority mortgages with a breakdown of those 
in arrears for more than 90 and 180 days. The most recent statistics in respect of Q1 2014 are 
displayed on my Department’s website - the relevant weblink will be circulated with the Of-
ficial Report.

http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/
FileDownLoad,15295,en.xls 

by clicking “Mortgage Data/Arrears in Local Authorities” under the Housing Loans con-
tents.

At end March 2014, the number of local authority housing loans in arrears for over 90 days 
was 6,012, with a corresponding cumulative loan value of almost €246 million; the number of 
loans in arrears for over 180 days was significantly lower at 4,771 with a corresponding cumu-
lative loan value of almost €196 million.

The information requested in relation to loans in arrears for more than 365 days is currently 
not available in my Department. However, it will be available shortly with the return of the lat-
est Quarterly Housing Statistics Return from local authorities.

My Department issued revised guidelines to local authorities for dealing with mortgage ar-
rears within the local authority sector in June 2014. Dealing with Mortgage Arrears – A Guide 
for Local Authorities is available on my Department’s website and the relevant weblink will be 
circulated with the Official Report.

http: / /www.environ. ie /en/Publ icat ions/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/
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17/09/2014WRA01250Departmental Funding

17/09/2014WRA0130015. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an update on the review of the scheme to support national 
organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34325/14]

17/09/2014WRA01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The funding scheme to support national organisations in the community and voluntary sec-
tor aims to provide multi-annual funding to national organisations towards core costs associated 
with the provision of services.

Applications for a new round of funding, which commenced on 1 July 2014, were subject 
to an appraisal process.  My predecessor was anxious to make funding available to as many or-
ganisations as possible within the prevailing resource constraints and approved 55 applications 
for funding for the two-year period from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2016. 

A large number of organisations operating in health-related areas applied for funding and a 
number are included among the 55 organisations being grant- aided under the scheme. In the 
context of reviewing the scheme for the next round of multi-annual funding, my predecessor 
met with the then Minister for Health to initiate a policy discussion on whether or not from a 
public policy point of view, it would be more efficient that organisations receive funding only 
from the Department with lead responsibility for policy in their area, rather than seek funding 
across a number of different Departments.

While it was known that the existing scheme was ending on 30 June 2014 and applica-
tions were sought for the new scheme with no guarantee of continued funding, it is clear that 
organisations had become increasingly dependent on this funding. Against that background, I 
announced, on 18 July 2014, the allocation of bridging funding of €1.4 m to a number of previ-
ously funded health, disability and other organisations for a twelve month period, pending the 
carrying out of a review of the public funding of national organisations in the health and dis-
ability sector. My Department has now commenced a process of engagement with the Depart-
ment of Health in order to advance the review, which is being undertaken in agreement with 
my colleague, the Minister of State at the Department of Health with Special Responsibility for 
Primary Care, Mental Health and Disability. The review is designed to rationalise the funding 
of these organisations to ensure efficiency in the use of public money and avoidance of duplica-
tion, while providing appropriate support to organisations working in the sector. 

The bridging funding in 2014/2015 is a once-off transitional arrangement and will enable 
organisations to plan for their future whether with or without State support such as that pro-
vided under the Scheme to Support National Organisations. 

17/09/2014WRA01450Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

17/09/2014WRA0150016. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he has raised concerns over local authorities’ collection of the non-principal 
private residency tax; his plans to revise the non-principal private residency tax timeframe of 
charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34331/14]

17/09/2014WRA01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
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ly): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative basis for 
the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge. The NPPR Charge, which has since been discon-
tinued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property in which the owner did not 
reside as their normal place of residence. The NPPR charge is based on self-declaration and 
therefore the onus is on the property owner themselves to register their property and make the 
payment. The 2009 Act places the Charge under the care and management of the local authori-
ties and application in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local authority.

Part 12 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 deals with the collection of undischarged 
liabilities relating to the NPPR charge. The Act provided for a period from 2 March 2014 to 
31 August 2014, during which time no new late penalties were applied to existing liabilities. 
I understand that large numbers of individuals were seeking to settle their NPPR liability in 
the days leading up to 31 August and not all could get through to their local authority, due to 
the high volume of calls. The Local Government Management Agency, on behalf of the local 
authorities, has confirmed, in recognition of this, that individuals who made contact with either 
the National Bureau or with their local authority before the expiry of the deadline indicating 
the property for which they wanted to settle the NPPR liability and giving their contact details, 
could have penalties frozen at 31 August 2014 levels.

If such contact was not made or if payment was not made in full or if settlement terms were 
not agreed by the end of that period, an additional late payment fee of €120 per liability date 
applied on 1 September 2014. In addition, the entire NPPR liability is increased by a factor of 
50% and frozen. There are no plans to revise this legislation.

Under section 77 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014, my Department issued guid-
ance to local authorities concerning matters relating to arrears of the NPPR charge and late 
payment fees to ensure that a consistent national approach is adopted. The guidelines encourage 
local authorities to take a proactive approach to ensure that any outstanding NPPR liabilities 
are discharged in the most equitable, efficient and economically beneficial manner, including 
guidance on dealing with issues of financial hardship.  It is expected, in the majority of cases, 
that local authorities will collect the full NPPR charge liability from owners. In some cases, this 
may be by means of arrangement by installment. All non-compliant owners should log on to 
www.nppr.ie or, alternatively, contact their local authority to discuss any matters they wish to 
clarify and to make their outstanding payments.

17/09/2014WRA01650Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

17/09/2014WRA0170017. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to provide long awaited new group water schemes in rural areas 
which under current rules are disenfranchised and without a proper water supply for homes; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34336/14]

17/09/2014WRA01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes fund-
ing for new group water schemes, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997. Generally, 
the selection and approval of individual scheme proposals for advancement and funding under 
the programme is a matter for the local authorities.

The National Rural Water Services Committee, which has a role in advising me in relation 
to policy and investment in rural water services, has been considering issues arising for the es-
tablishment of new group schemes, particularly where the costs involved call into question the 
viability of the scheme. Following a recommendation by the Committee, an increase of €1,000 



17 September 2014

119

in the maximum grant per house applying to new group water schemes was announced in April 
2014. My Department, therefore, now funds 85% of the cost of such schemes, subject to a 
maximum grant per house of €7,475 rather than the previous limit of €6,475 per house.

The National Rural Water Services Committee recently made further recommendations fol-
lowing on from continued review of the matter. My Department is currently considering these 
further recommendations.

17/09/2014WRA01850Building Regulations Qualifications

17/09/2014WRA0190018. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government following on from the recent CIAT meetings, if he will include architectural tech-
nicians and architectural technologists to act as assigned designers-certifiers under SI 9 2014; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34324/14]

17/09/2014WRA02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): I am aware of the valuable contribution to the construction 
industry that is made by architectural technologists.  I welcome and support the recent moves 
made by both the Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland (RIAI) and the Chartered Institute of 
Architectural Technologists (CIAT) to put this important discipline on a professional footing. 
My Department met with both bodies on 17 July 2014  with a view to hearing their plans and 
determining how such plans may be progressed. The main outcome of that meeting was that 
both bodies would work together and with relevant stakeholders to develop an agreed common 
standard for Architectural Technologist in line with the National Qualifications Framework.  
The regulation of professions is in the first instance a matter for industry representatives work-
ing in concert with relevant industry stakeholders.  Neither I, as Minister, nor my Department, 
have any role in the assessment or validation of professional qualifications. Nevertheless, where 
robust arrangements for the regulation of key disciplines such as that of Architectural Technolo-
gist can be achieved, in a manner capable of serving the public interest for quality and safety in 
the built environment at a reasonable economic cost to consumers, I would be happy to sponsor 
legislation to place such arrangements on a statutory footing. 

In relation to the statutory certificates of compliance now required under the Building Con-
trol Regulations 1997-2014, it is entirely appropriate that such certificates must be given by 
relevant, competent, registered professionals.

It should be borne in mind that inclusion on the existing statutory registers of Architect 
and Building Surveyor is open to persons who can demonstrate that they possess the requisite 
competence in the design and oversight of construction projects. Pending developments in the 
regulation of their own discipline, I would encourage Architectural Technologists who have 
acquired the necessary competence to pursue the routes to registration that are currently open to 
them under the Building Control Act 2007. I understand that the statutory registers of architects 
and building surveyors already include a number of RIAI and CIAT technologists who are thus 
now in a position to avail of the significant opportunities to act as design certifiers and assigned 
certifiers on relevant construction projects.

17/09/2014WRA02050Private Rented Accommodation Deposits

17/09/2014WRA0210019. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the reason for his refusal to consider rent controls; his plans to deal with high 
rents; and if he will publish the feasibility report on rent controls.  [34309/14]
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17/09/2014WRA02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The private rented sector is an increasingly important element of the housing market, 
with the proportion of households in the sector almost doubling in the period 2006-2011. I am 
conscious of the difficulties caused by rising rents and the problem of sourcing suitable accom-
modation, especially in Dublin and other urban centres. The most recent published data from 
the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) Rent Index shows the extent of rising rents, 
particularly in Dublin where rents for houses increased by 6.7% annually, while for apartments 
the figure was 10.3%.

The fundamental reason behind the rise in rents is a lack of supply. Increasing both public 
and private housing supply is a critical issue and earlier this year the Government published 
Construction 2020 - A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector. It provides for a strategic 
approach to the provision of housing based on real and measured demand and addresses the 
full range of relevant issues including the planning process, financing, access to mortgage fi-
nance and the construction workforce. A Social Housing Strategy, which will be finalised and 
considered by Government in the coming weeks, will set out a vision for social housing and 
identify ways to increase social housing supply over the next 5 years. 

Resolution of the housing supply situation is the key element in restoring stability to the 
market but this takes time. Consequently, the PRTB was asked to conduct a study to explore 
options to address the difficulties being experienced in segments of the private rented sector due 
to rising rents and to report back to me with policy recommendations.

The report concerned is being finalised and is due to be presented to me in the coming days. 
It is the first of two studies on the future of the private rented sector and focuses on options to 
address the recent escalation in rents, mainly in the Dublin region.

While the report is not yet to hand, I understand it explores a range of issues in regard to rent 
stability ranging from an examination of rent regulation regimes to the tax treatment of the pri-
vate rented sector and the role of rent supplement. It is a significant report that will require care-
ful consideration, together with colleagues in Government, before deciding on the best options 
to address the current difficulties in the market. Our overriding objective is to achieve stability 
and sustainability in the market for the benefit of tenants, landlords and society as a whole.

17/09/2014WRA02250Pyrite Issues

17/09/2014WRA0230020. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on the problems caused by pyrite which led to some 
homes in Drogheda, County Louth, being marked for demolition before the summer; and the 
efforts he has made to support those effected in seeking redress. [34310/14]

17/09/2014WRA02400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Paudie Coffey): Under the European Union (Construction Products) 
Regulations 2013, market surveillance authorities have a wide range of powers to ensure that 
construction products placed on the market comply with the requirements set out in the Con-
struction Products Regulation. On being advised of the problem in April 2014, the relevant 
market surveillance authority has taken, and is continuing to take, appropriate action to deal 
with this issue.  One of the developments involved is a social housing development of some 
25 dwellings located outside of Drogheda, County Louth. Testing of the blocks has confirmed 
the presence of pyrite in 24 of the 25 dwellings.  As a result, demolition and rebuild of the full 
site was agreed between the contracting parties with the associated cost to be met through the 
construction contracts.  I understand that the demolition of the 25 houses is now complete and 
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rebuilding works have commenced with a revised delivery set for the spring/summer of 2015. 
Given that the problems were identified prior to occupation, no one has had to vacate their 
homes; all 25 homes will be replaced and made available to families through the application of 
the building contracts.

My Department will continue to work closely with the relevant building control/market 
surveillance authorities involved in dealing with this particular matter to monitor the situation 
and will continue to provide whatever advice, guidance or clarifications as are required to en-
sure that the necessary actions are taken to resolve the problems identified in County Louth and 
other areas and to safeguard against defective products being placed on the market.

17/09/2014WRA02450Motor Tax Rates

17/09/2014WRA0250021. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will reduce the penal additional charges paid by motor tax customers who, 
due to financial constraints, may only tax their vehicles for three and six month periods; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [34315/14]

17/09/2014WRA02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Motor tax is payable on an annual, half-yearly or quarterly basis. The rates applicable for 
the half-yearly and quarterly options are 55.5% and 28.25% of the annual charge, respectively. 
These relativities have remained generally consistent since the 1960s.

The estimated additional annual income from the increased charges for half-yearly and 
quarterly discs is in the region of €50m. A loss of income from this source would have a nega-
tive impact on the total collected via motor tax, and would have to be borne elsewhere in the 
motor tax system, or through the taxation system generally.   

The differential also takes account of the extra workload for staffing in motor tax offices and 
the National Vehicle and Driver File, and the resultant administrative costs and printing costs 
that arise, including the issuing of renewal notices. Each quarterly renewal of motor tax follows 
the same administrative procedures as the annual renewal process. Consequently, renewing 
on a quarterly basis generates four times the workload of an annual renewal for the equivalent 
period.

I have no plans to review the basis for paying motor tax on a half-yearly or quarterly basis. 

17/09/2014WRA02650Community Development Projects

17/09/2014WRA0270022. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will cease funding the special Traveller projects and the Women’s Network 
as stand-alone projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34308/14]

17/09/2014WRA02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I assume the Question relates to my Department’s Local and Community Development 
Programme (LCDP).

The LCDP is one of the State’s main social inclusion programmes. Its aim is to tackle pov-
erty and social exclusion through partnership and constructive engagement between Govern-
ment and its agencies and people in disadvantaged communities.   

The programme currently provides funding of some €2.5m to 14 Traveller specific projects 
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and some 17 women’s specific groups throughout the country. In addition, my Department also 
supports a number of Traveller projects and Women’s projects under the Scheme to Support 
National Organisations (SSNO). This funding scheme, which supports national organisations in 
the community and voluntary sector, aims to provide multi-annual funding to national organi-
sations towards core costs associated with the provision of services. A new round of funding 
under this scheme commenced on 1 July 2014.

The LCDP is operating on a transitional basis in 2014 pending the roll-out of the succes-
sor programme, the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) in 2015. 
SICAP is one of my key priorities and its budget for next year will be decided in the 2015 Esti-
mates process. The Programme’s target groups are:

- Children and Families from Disadvantaged Areas    

-  Lone Parents   

-  New Communities (including Refugees/Asylum Seekers)   

-  People living in Disadvantaged Communities

-  People with Disabilities   

-  Roma   

-  The Unemployed (including those not on the Live Register)   

-  Travellers 

-  Young Unemployed People from Disadvantaged areas   

In accordance with the Public Spending Code, legal advice, good practice internationally 
and in order to ensure the optimum delivery of the services to clients, the Programme is subject 
to a public procurement process, which is currently under way. Stage one (Expression of Inter-
est) has been completed. Stage two (Invitation to Tender), which will get under way shortly, 
will involve the successful applicants from Stage one being invited to apply to one or more Lo-
cal Community Development Committees to deliver the programme. Contracts for SICAP will 
be determined following the outcome of the procurement process.

The public procurement process is a competitive process that is open to Local Development 
Companies, other not-for-profit community groups, commercial firms and national organisa-
tions that can provide the services to be tendered for to deliver the new Programme. In Stage 
one, joint applications were encouraged and organisations of varying sizes (for example smaller 
organisations working in consortia with larger organisations) were invited to submit joint appli-
cations. When the outcome of Stage one is made known, I will be considering the implications 
of that for the relevant SICAP target groups.

17/09/2014WRA02850Septic Tank Grants

17/09/2014WRA0290023. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of septic tank grants issued to date; the number of inspections under-
taken and the number of failures on a county basis; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [34335/14]

17/09/2014WRA03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
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ly): The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 assigns responsibility to the EPA to make a 
National Inspection Plan for domestic wastewater treatment systems. The National Inspection 
Plan 2013: Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems was adopted and published by the EPA in 
February 2013. The Plan provided for a minimum of 1,000 inspections to be carried out by the 
local authorities in the 12 month period up to July 2014. The EPA subsequently informed the 
local authorities that a further 500 inspections on a pro-rata basis should be carried out during 
the period July to December 2014.  Details of the minimum number of inspections to be carried 
out in each county are included in the Plan. 

My Department does not have any direct role in monitoring the implementation of the EPA’s 
Plan by the local authorities. However, the EPA has conducted an interim review on the imple-
mentation of the National Inspection Plan for the period from July 2013 to February 2014. 
The report, which is available on the Agency’s website at www.epa.ie contains a breakdown 
by county of inspections that have taken place and the number of non-compliant treatment 
systems for which advisory notices were issued.  The Agency has also indicated that it intends 
to carry out a review of the first year’s operation of the inspection plan and I understand that a 
public consultation regarding this review will be undertaken with the aim of developing a new 
inspection plan for the five years commencing in January 2015. The number of inspections to 
be carried out under the new plan is a matter for the EPA.

Applications for grant aid in respect of remediation works are submitted to, and processed 
by, the local authorities who then seek recoupment of the amounts paid from my Department. 
To date, nine applications for recoupment of grants made by the local authorities towards the 
remediation of failing domestic wastewater treatment systems have been submitted to my De-
partment.   

17/09/2014WRA03050Water Services Provision

17/09/2014WRA0310024. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which he anticipates reliable public water supply to become 
available throughout the country, including those areas now affected by boil-water require-
ments; the programme to address the various issues in relation to supply, quality and demand 
that have arisen over the years; if he will set out the expected rate, scale and extent of water 
charges, including allowances for families and-or households catering for persons with disabili-
ties or special needs; when it is expected the first domestic water rate bills will issue; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34319/14]

17/09/2014WRA03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for the delivery of water services capital 
infrastructure. Irish Water has recently published its Proposed Capital Investment Plan for 2014 
– 2016 and this is available on the Irish Water website, www.water.ie

The plan outlines a number of priorities to be delivered including eliminating Boil Water 
Notices, improving water quality, tackling leakage and Investing for economic development.

In addition to this, Section 33 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 requires Irish Water to 
prepare a Water Services Strategic Plan (WSSP). The WSSP is intended to outline the strategic 
direction for Irish Water over the short, medium and long-term time frames up to 2040. The 
WSSP will be a strategic framework which will identify and prioritise the key objectives re-
quired to ensure the public water system can meet the challenges of the future. This framework 
will also allow future capital investment plans to be developed by Irish Water and approved by 
the Economic Regulator.
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Domestic water charges will commence with effect from 1 October 2014 and Irish Water 
will issue the first bills to domestic customers from January 2015. The approach to charging 
was outlined by Irish Water in a water charges plan submitted to the CER in line with the provi-
sions of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013. The CER recently held a public consultation on 
this plan. This consultation covered a range of issues relating to water charges including the 
approach to charging where water quality issues arise. The CER is currently reviewing sub-
missions received on the consultation and a determination will be made by the CER later this 
month. Full details of the CER public consultation are available on www.cer.ie

The CER decision will take account of Government decisions in relation to charges and 
allowances. These include the Government decision to provide a free allowance of 30,000 
litres of water supplied and waste water treated per annum for a primary residence on a public 
supply. The Government has also decided to provide for an additional free allowance to cover 
the normal usage of water services by every child in their primary residence based on the same 
qualifying conditions as child benefit, such that water charges will in effect only apply to adults 
in such households. The CER have also been directed to ensure that the water charges plan 
makes provision for circumstances where the quality of water services provided by Irish Water 
to its customers is impaired or where services are reduced or restricted (eg. boil water notices).

In addition, the Government has decided that charges will be capped for those customers 
with particular medical conditions which necessitate high water usage. The arrangements will 
be announced shortly.

17/09/2014WRA03250Local Authority Housing Provision

17/09/2014WRA0330025. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when he proposes to introduce a new local authority house purchase scheme; if 
he will give an outline of the main features of the scheme; if he will include approved housing 
bodies (voluntary housing agencies) in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [34314/14]

17/09/2014WRA03400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): Part 3 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 
provides for a new scheme for the tenant purchase of existing local authority houses. This 
scheme will replace the 1995 and 2011 tenant purchase schemes under section 90 of the Hous-
ing Act 1966, which closed in June 2014 and June 2013, respectively.  The new scheme will be 
open to local authority tenants in receipt of social housing support for a prescribed period of 
at least one year who have not previously purchased a house under a tenant purchase scheme 
and who have a minimum prescribed annual income. The new scheme will operate along the 
lines of the incremental purchase model currently being applied in purchase schemes for local 
authority apartments and new local authority houses under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 2009, which involve discounts for purchasers linked to household income and a 
discount-related charge on the property that reduces over a period unless the house is resold or 
the purchaser fails to comply with conditions of the sale.

I intend to make the necessary statutory instruments later this year to enable the new scheme 
to come into operation.  

Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) are organisations approved under section 6 of the Hous-
ing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 to provide social housing support in conjunction with 
local authorities. Since the late 1980s, close to 25,000 units of accommodation have been pro-
vided by AHBs under various funding schemes. Under the terms of these funding schemes, 
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AHBs are the de facto  owners of the properties and are required to make them available for 
social renting for the duration of the mortgage or, as the case may be, the availability agreement.  
I have no proposals to include dwellings owned by Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) in the 
new tenant purchase scheme. 

17/09/2014WRA03450Pyrite Issues

17/09/2014WRA0350026. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will engage with the Department of Finance to seek a resolution to the present 
situation whereby homeowners with pyrite are unable to secure a property tax exemption as the 
Pyrite Remediation Board is not carrying out testing on all properties and for a homeowner to 
undertake the test would involve expenditure in excess of the exemption. [34322/14]

17/09/2014WRA03600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): Section 10A of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 
(as amended) provides for a temporary exemption of at least three consecutive years from the 
charge to Local Property Tax (LPT) for residential properties that have been certified as hav-
ing “significant pyritic damage”.  To avail of the exemption, the Finance (Local Property Tax) 
(Pyrite Exemption) Regulations 2013 require that a liable person be in a position to demonstrate 
‘significant pyritic damage’ to his/her property, i.e. the property must –

(a)  have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 or a Damage Condition Rating of 1 (with progres-
sion) established on foot of a Building Condition Assessment carried out by a competent person 
under and in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013, and 

(b)  have sub-floor hardcore material classified, by the appropriate competent person(s), 
as susceptible to significant or limited expansion, established on foot of testing the sub-floor 
hardcore material.   

Given that a Building Condition Assessment does not involve any invasive internal or ex-
ternal inspections to a residential property, it cannot be used to state conclusively that reactive 
pyrite is present in the sub-floor hardcore of the property. It will, however, inform whether 
sampling and testing of the sub-floor hardcore of the residential property should be undertaken 
in order to confirm the presence or otherwise of pyrite. 

Having regard to the above requirements and, more specifically, to the costs associated with 
testing, my Department is engaging with the Department of Finance to explore possible alterna-
tives to the requirement for testing.

17/09/2014WRA03650Housing Adaptation Grant Expenditure

17/09/2014WRA0370027. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when Meath County Council will be notified of and have access to the centrally 
allocated funds for housing adaption and mobility grants; and if these moneys will include an 
allocation for Housing Aid for Older People.  [34338/14]

17/09/2014WRA03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): On 16 January 2014, details were announced of the capital allocations under the suite of 
Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability. Every local authority 
received increased funding for grants compared to the 2013 allocations. 

The schemes are funded by 80% recoupments available from my Department, together with 



Questions - Written Answers

126

a 20% contribution from the resources of the local authority.  The allocation to Meath County 
Council under the grant schemes for 2014 is €715,970, of which €143,194 is to be provided 
from the Council’s own resources.

The detailed administration of these schemes, including the assessment, approval and pay-
ment of grants to applicants, is the responsibility of the relevant local authority. 

In the case of local authority-owned properties, funding is allocated each year in respect of a 
range of measures to improve the standard and overall quality of their social housing stock. On 
5 September 2014, I announced the allocation of €23 million in capital funding for this purpose. 
Of this allocation, €8 million will be provided to local authorities for adaptations and extensions 
to social housing to meet the needs of tenants with a disability or to address serious overcrowd-
ing.  Meath County Council’s allocation for this measure is €369,822.

17/09/2014WRA03850Leader Programmes Expenditure

17/09/2014WRA0390028. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the total project funding provided under the Leader programme 2007-2014; the 
amount spent to date; the amount spent to date in 2014; if he is satisfied that all of this funding 
will be drawn down by the end of the programme; the latest date for the completion of projects 
under the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34307/14]

17/09/2014WRA04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The original value of the LEADER element of the Rural Development Programme 2007 
-2013 was €427 million. In late 2011 the European Commission offered Member States that 
were part of the Financial Stabilisation Mechanism an opportunity to avail of an increased co-
financing rate from 55% up to 85%. The increased rate was to apply to 2012 and 2013 expendi-
ture only. This reduced the Programme value to approximately €370 million and was based on 
the co-financing rate returning to 55% for 2014 and 2015. 

During 2013 Local Action Group allocations were revised in line with the €370 million es-
timate, taking account also of project approvals and spend position at the time. 

In December 2013, the European Commission revised their position and allowed Member 
States to continue to avail of the increased co-financing rate of 85% for 2014 and 2015. That 
had the effect of reducing the value of the LEADER element of the Programme again to ap-
proximately €317 million. 

Accordingly, there are commitments well in excess of what is required to ensure full draw-
down of the EU contribution towards the Programme and I am satisfied that full drawdowns 
will be achieved. Therefore, any project funding which is de-committed at this stage will not 
be re-committed. 

The value of project commitments is €284 million, of which €225.7 million has been paid to 
date. The total paid to date is almost €296 million, which includes €225.7 million for projects, 
€12 million on animation expenses and €58 million on administration. To date in 2014, €55.2 
million has been paid by my Department.

Local Action Group contracts expire on 31 December 2014 and in that context my Depart-
ment has allowed LEADER project promoters’ contracts to be extended to 15 November 2014, 
where necessary. EU Regulations allow for expenditure up to end of 2015 and in that context 
my Department will be keeping a close eye on progress and will make any necessary decisions 
regarding contract extensions and the final dates for project completion on a case by case basis 
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as the need arises.

17/09/2014WRA04050Water Charges Administration

17/09/2014WRA0410029. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on the status of unpaid water charge rates due to local 
authorities in relation to the transfer of functions to Irish Water; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34334/14]

17/09/2014WRA04200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Unpaid non-domestic water charges form part of the Gross Debtor Balance held on the 
local authority accounts. A working group represented by the Water Services Transition Office 
(WSTO), Irish Water and my Department was established to agree an appropriate methodology 
for the valuation of the closing 2013 non-domestic water debtors in the books of the local au-
thorities. Work on this is now at an advanced stage to finalise the debt to transfer from the local 
authorities to Irish water before the end of 2014.

17/09/2014WRA04250Library Services Staff

17/09/2014WRA0430030. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the public sector hiring em-
bargo is leading to library closures; the total number of days per year libraries here are closed 
due to the embargo; his views that a derogation is warranted to keep libraries open; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29848/14]

17/09/2014WRA04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Public Library Authority Statistics – Actuals for the years 2002 to 2011, published by 
the then An Chomhairle Leabharlanna, are available at http://www.askaboutireland.ie/libraries/
public-libraries/publications/public-library-statistics/. 

The audit statistics for 2011 indicate total opening hours of 10,462 as compared to 10,626 
at the end of 2008, constituting a 1.54% decrease.

The Service Indicators in Local Authorities, published by the Local Government Manage-
ment Agency (LGMA) in respect of the years 2005-2012 are available at http://www.lgma.ie/
en/serviceindicators/2004to2012. 

The average (median) public opening hours per week for full-time libraries show a decrease 
of 1.7% from 2008 (38 hours) to 2012 (37.35), and a decrease of 0.4% for average (median) 
number of opening hours per week for part-time libraries from 2008 (15.6 hours) to 2012 (15.54 
hours).

The Service Indicators in Local Authorities 2012 noted “There is limited evidence that re-
duced funding has directly led to a reduction in the number of opening hours provided. How-
ever, a small number of local authorities submitted contextual comment indicating some impact 
on individual library services, for example, some libraries have reduced from full-time to part-
time, or closed during lunchtimes due to staff shortages.” 

My Department’s policy of grant aiding new library development has resulted in the cre-
ation of additional posts, leading in some cases to an increase in opening hours in certain li-
brary authorities during the period.  My Department has implemented Government policy for 
frontline services in sanctioning local authority requests for frontline posts whenever possible. 
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In addition, local authorities have continued to place a priority on the provision of frontline ser-
vices to the public and work to ensure that any impact of reduced resources, including staffing 
and funding, is minimised. As such, while there have been some reductions in opening hours in 
some cases due to the non-filling of posts and financial constraints,  the impact has been mini-
mised to the greatest extent possible.

The moratorium on recruitment and promotion in the public service was introduced in 
March 2009 in response to the financial crisis. My Department operates a delegated sanction 
from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for implementation of the moratorium 
in relation to local authorities, and any exceptions to the moratorium in local authorities require 
sanction from my Department.

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible 
for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authorities for which he or she is responsible.  In this regard, it is a matter for Chief Execu-
tives, in the first instance, to ensure that the moratorium is implemented while the appropriate 
service levels are maintained.

My Department examines all staffing sanction requests on a case by case basis having due 
regard to the continued delivery of key services in the context of staffing and budgetary con-
straints. In considering sanction requests public safety, maintaining key front line services, and 
economic issues are given precedence.

17/09/2014WRA04450Water Charges Administration

17/09/2014WRA0450031. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will use his authority under the Water Services Act 2013 and issue a water 
charges policy direction to the Commission for Energy Regulation in relation to the matter of 
exemptions from water charges for those households in areas affected by the presence of hard 
water; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34337/14]

17/09/2014WRA04600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. 
The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from each 
customer in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility 
for the independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting 
the interests of customers. 

Under the European Communities (Drinking Water) Regulations 2014, a copy of which is 
available in the Oireachtas library, suppliers of drinking water are required to ensure that the 
water supplied is wholesome and clean. Water which is wholesome and clean is defined as 
water which is free from any micro-organisms and parasites and from any substances which in 
numbers or concentrations constitute a potential danger to human health, and which meets the 
quality standards specified in the Schedule to the Regulations.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the supervisory authority with responsibil-
ity for monitoring Irish Water’s compliance with the Regulations. In the event of non-compli-
ance with the quality standards set out in the Regulations, the water supplier will investigate 
the cause in consultation with the EPA and, if a potential risk to human health exists, with the 
Health Service Executive, to ensure that the appropriate remedial action is taken. This may 
include the prohibition or the restriction (e.g. a boil water notice) of the supply by the water 
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supplier. The EPA publishes an annual report on the quality of drinking water supplies in Ire-
land, which sets out details on the numbers of water restrictions and boil water notices. Copies 
of these reports are available in the Oireachtas library or from the EPA website at www.epa.ie.

The Water Charges Policy Direction issued to the CER in July 2014 referred to a number 
of matters relating to domestic water charges including where the quality of water services 
provided by Irish Water to customers is impaired or where services are reduced or restricted. 
Neither hard water nor the substances associated with hard water, such as lime, calcium and 
magnesium, require the restriction of a supply.

The CER recently held a public consultation on the Water Charges Plan submitted to it by 
Irish Water. This consultation covered a range of issues relating to water charges including the 
approach to charging where water quality issues arise. The CER is currently reviewing submis-
sions received on the consultation and will make a final determination later this month. Full 
details of the CER public consultation are available on www.cer.ie.

The Water Services (No.2) Act 2013 requires the CER to perform its functions in a manner 
that best serves the interests of the customers of Irish Water. This is similar to the CER’s statu-
tory role in respect of the gas and electricity sectors. I fully expect that the CER will consider 
compliance with statutory standards by Irish Water in the discharge of its functions.

17/09/2014WRA04650Private Rented Accommodation Costs and Controls

17/09/2014WRA0470032. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 381 of 10 June 2014, if the report into 
the private rented sector to be carried out by the Private Residential Tenancies Board has now 
been completed; the main findings of the report; his views on introducing some form of regula-
tion to control rent levels in private rented accommodation, particularly in Dublin where there 
is an acute shortage of private rented housing stock. [34301/14]

17/09/2014WRA04800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The private rented sector is an increasingly important element of the housing market, 
with the proportion of households in the sector almost doubling in the period 2006-2011. I am 
conscious of the difficulties caused by rising rents and the problem of sourcing suitable accom-
modation, especially in Dublin and other urban centres. The most recent published data from 
the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) Rent Index shows the extent of rising rents, 
particularly in Dublin where rents for houses increased by 6.7% annually, while for apartments 
the figure was 10.3%.

The fundamental reason behind the rise in rents is a lack of supply. Increasing both public 
and private housing supply is a critical issue and earlier this year the Government published 
Construction 2020 - A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector. It provides for a strategic 
approach to the provision of housing based on real and measured demand and addresses the 
full range of relevant issues including the planning process, financing, access to mortgage fi-
nance and the construction workforce. A Social Housing Strategy, which will be considered 
by Government shortly, will set out a vision for social housing and identify ways to increase 
social housing supply over the next 5 years. 

Resolution of the housing supply situation is the key element in restoring stability to the 
market but this takes time. Consequently, the PRTB was asked to conduct a study to explore 
options to address the difficulties being experienced in segments of the private rented sector due 
to rising rents and to report back with policy recommendations.



Questions - Written Answers

130

The report concerned is being finalised and is due to be presented to me very shortly.  It is 
the first of two studies on the future of the private rented sector and focuses on options to ad-
dress the recent escalation in rents, mainly in the Dublin region.

While the report is not yet to hand, I understand it explores a range of issues in regard to 
rent stability ranging from an examination of rent regulation regimes to the tax treatment of the 
private rented sector and the role of rent supplement. It is a major report that will require careful 
consideration, together with colleagues in Government, before deciding on the best options to 
address the current difficulties in the market. Our overriding objective is to achieve stability and 
sustainability in the market for the benefit of tenants, landlords and society as a whole.

17/09/2014WRA04850Water Meters Installation

17/09/2014WRA0490033. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of water meters due to be installed on a county basis; the total number 
installed to date by county; the total number of houses that will not have a water meter installed 
at the end of the process; the way it is intended to deal with apartments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34316/14]

17/09/2014WRA05000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow 
Irish Water to undertake the water metering programme. The meter installation programme 
commenced in August 2013 and Irish Water has indicated to my Department that it expects to 
have 450,000 meters installed by the end of 2014, with at least 1. 1 million properties expected 
to be metered by mid-2016. 

Irish Water has awarded meter installation contracts on a regional basis and to date over 
400,000 installations have been completed. A breakdown of the installations by region is set 
out in the table below.   

Meter installations by region   

Region All North 
West 

West South 
West 

North 
East 

Dublin 
City 

Mid-
lands 

County 
Dublin 

South 
East 

Meter 403,107 46,342 41,278 42,354 49,687 46,818 61,492 72,652 42,484 

Of the domestic properties connected to public water supplies, it is estimated that approxi-
mately 300,000 properties will not be metered as part of the current phase, due to the cost or 
technical difficulty of doing so. This figure will be validated following the completion of the 
Irish Water customer validation exercise and the completion of a pre-installation survey of 
households connected to public water supplies being carried out by local authorities. These 
properties would include apartment blocks, other multi-occupancy buildings and houses with 
shared service connections.

Irish Water has commissioned a study on possible approaches to metering properties that are 
not part of the current metering programme, including apartments and properties with shared 
service connections. On the basis of this report, it has been agreed to incorporate 48,000 apart-
ments, identified by the report as being easily metered, into the current metering programme. 
The advancement of any further phase will be a matter for consideration by the Commission for 
Energy Regulation based on proposals from Irish Water.

The proposed approach to charging has been outlined by Irish Water in a water charges plan 
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which it has submitted to the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) in line with the provi-
sions of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013. The CER is responsible for approving the plan, 
taking account of a Ministerial policy direction issued to the CER in July 2014, in accordance 
with section 42 of the Water Services (No. 2 ) Act 2013. Against this background, the CER are 
proposing to approve a water charges plan which provides that properties not connected to a 
meter would be billed on the basis of a scheme of assessed charges based on occupancy. The 
CER recently held a public consultation on the water charges plan and it is currently reviewing 
submissions received, in advance of making a final determination later this month. Full details 
of the CER public consultation are available on its website, www.cer.ie.

The policy direction of July 2014 requires the CER to review assessed charges in the light 
of emerging data on metered consumption to ensure that the assessed charges remain as close a 
proxy for actual usage as possible.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. They may be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by 
telephone on 1890 278 278.

17/09/2014WRA05050Homeless Persons Supports

17/09/2014WRA0510034. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the actions he has taken to address the homeless crisis here; the action he will take 
to ensure homelessness is ended within two years; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30815/14]

17/09/2014WRA05200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in ad-
dressing homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of ac-
commodation for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities and the purposes 
for which housing authorities may incur expenditure in addressing homelessness are prescribed 
in Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988.

In February 2013, the Government’s Homelessness Policy Statement was published in 
which the aim to end long-term homelessness by the end of 2016 was outlined. The statement 
emphasises a housing-led approach, which is focused on accessing permanent housing as the 
primary response to all forms of homelessness. The availability and supply of secure, afford-
able and adequate housing is essential in ensuring sustainable tenancies and ending long-term 
homelessness.

On 20 May 2014, the Implementation Plan on the State’s Response to Homelessness was 
published in which the Government’s approach to delivery on its objective of ending involun-
tary long-term homelessness by the end of 2016 was outlined. A copy of this plan is available 
on my Department’s website at, 

http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/HomelessPeople/

This plan sets out a range of measures to secure a ring-fenced supply of accommodation to 
house homeless households within the next three years and mobilise the necessary supports. 
Progress in implementing the plan is reported quarterly through the Cabinet Committee on So-
cial Policy and a copy of the Quarter 2 Progress Report is also available on my Department’s 
website at the weblink outlined above.
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17/09/2014WRA05250Waste Management

17/09/2014WRA0530035. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government in view of the controversy regarding the planned incinerator at Poolbeg 
and Greyhound Waste, his views on whether it is now time for elected representatives to take 
back responsibility for waste and recycling management; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34303/14]

17/09/2014WRA05400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In 2001, the Oireachtas considered and approved an amendment to Section 22 of the Waste 
Management Act 1996 to provide that the making of a waste management plan should become 
an executive function of the relevant local authority. The amendment was seen as necessary 
to ensure the timely adoption and implementation of waste management plans, required under 
both national and EU legislation and also required to ensure that waste in Ireland was managed 
in a manner which is environmentally sustainable.

While recent figures published by the EPA for 2012 indicate that Ireland has made consider-
able progress in terms of sustainable waste management, moving from approximately landfill-
ing 90% of our municipal solid waste in 2001 to just 41% in 2012, substantial further progress 
is required in order to fulfil our obligations under the waste hierarchy, whereby prevention, 
preparing for reuse, recycling and other recovery are favoured over the disposal or landfilling of 
waste. There remains a shortage of indigenous treatment capacity in Ireland and we are overly 
reliant on export for recovery. The timely adoption and implementation of waste management 
plans therefore remains a priority, if Ireland is to deliver the infrastructural capacity necessary 
for us to meet our obligations under EU law.

I have no plans to amend the current arrangements.

17/09/2014WRA05450Social and Affordable Housing Provision

17/09/2014WRA0550036. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans concerning the construction of social housing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34329/14]

17/09/2014WRA05600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My overall plans in relation to the future delivery of social housing will be set out in the 
new Social Housing Strategy which is currently in preparation, with the intention that it will 
be considered by Government in the coming weeks. It will contain clear, measureable actions 
to increase the supply of social housing, based on innovative solutions that will harness new 
funding streams, in order to continue to protect the most vulnerable and disadvantaged in our 
society. 

In the meantime, my Department is continuing to oversee the provision of social housing 
for people on the housing waiting list and for homeless persons through local authorities and 
other providers. Overall, I expect some 6,000 social housing units to be delivered across the 
range of programmes this year. For 2014-2015, this includes the planned delivery of 449 new 
units of accommodation for people on the housing waiting list under the Local Authority hous-
ing construction programme and some 416 new homes through support for approved housing 
bodies for the construction and acquisition of housing for persons with specific categories of 
housing need.
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17/09/2014WRA05650Climate Change Policy

17/09/2014WRA0570037. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to bring forward the promised Climate Change Bill.  [34306/14]

17/09/2014WRA05800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): In April 2014, the Government approved the General Scheme of the Climate Action 
and Low-Carbon Development Bill.  The Bill, which is listed among the Bills expected to be 
published during the Autumn Session as part of the Government’s Legislation Programme, is 
currently being drafted within the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel.  Once the final Bill is 
approved by Government, my objective is to introduce the Bill and progress its passage through 
the Oireachtas as quickly as possible, with a view to enactment by end 2014, as set out in the 
Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016.

17/09/2014WRA05850Irish Water Establishment

17/09/2014WRA0590038. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the level of spending on set up costs for Irish Water signed off on 22 October 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34333/14]

17/09/2014WRA06000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 1 on today’s Order Paper.

In advance of the enactment of the Water Services (No.2) Act 2013, the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) did not have full economic regulatory powers in relation to the water 
sector, but did have powers to provide advice to the Minister. In that context on 22 October 
2013, my predecessor approved a request from the Department to seek advice from CER on 
new costs arising in establishing Irish Water. The purpose in seeking this advice was to ensure 
that the costs were of benefit to customers in the long-term and that forecast expenditure was 
reasonable. In relation to the establishment costs, the request included broad headings for ex-
penditure of €150m plus a contingency of €31m, but did not distinguish between in-house and 
external provision. 

The establishment of Irish Water is an integral component of the Government’s water sector 
reform strategy and involves major organisational change. The establishment of a high perfor-
mance utility will lead to lower costs and improved services in the future, providing much bet-
ter outcomes for customers and the environment. There is a need to incur upfront costs in order 
to secure these benefits. The CER has reviewed the establishment costs and in their proposals 
published in July 2014, they have indicated that they propose to allow Irish Water the vast bulk 
- some €172.8 million - of the costs proposed.

17/09/2014WRA06050Wind Energy Guidelines

17/09/2014WRA0610039. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he expects the revised wind energy guidelines to be published; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34300/14]

17/09/2014WRA06200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department commenced a public consultation in December 2013 on proposed “draft” 
revisions to the existing 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines focussing specifically on 
the issues of noise, setbacks and shadow flicker. These draft revisions propose:
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- The setting of a more stringent day and night noise limit of 40 decibels for future wind 
energy developments, 

- A mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres between a wind turbine and the nearest 
dwelling for amenity considerations, and

- The complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings.    

The proposed draft revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006, when fi-
nalised, will be issued by me under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as 
amended. Planning authorities, and, where applicable, An Bord Pleanála must have regard to 
guidelines issued under Section 28 in the performance of their functions under the Planning 
Acts.

It is intended that the revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines will be fi-
nalised as soon as possible.  Account has to be taken of the extensive response to the public 
consultation in framing the final guidelines. My Department received submissions from 7,500 
organisations and members of the public during the public consultation period. Further work is 
also advancing to develop technical appendices to assist planning authorities with the practical 
application of the noise measurement aspects of the Wind Guidelines.

17/09/2014WRA06250Planning Issues

17/09/2014WRA0630040. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will open a full inquiry into planning irregularities in County Wicklow.  
[34302/14]

17/09/2014WRA06400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Certain planning matters in relation to County Wicklow have recently been brought to my 
attention. My Department is currently examining the position with regard to these matters, fol-
lowing which I will respond in respect of the issues raised.

17/09/2014WRA06450Scéim um Chúnamh Tithíochta

17/09/2014WRA0650041. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Seán Kyne den Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil an 
dtabharfaidh sé tuairisc ar dhul chun cinn na scéime nua Íocaíochta Cúnaimh Tithíochta, cén 
líon contaetha ina bhfuil an scéim i bhfeidhm, cén líon daoine atá ag fáil na hÍocaíochta agus 
cén uair atá sé beartaithe an scéim a leathnú chuig contaetha eile. [34311/14]

17/09/2014WRA06600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Cuireann an tAcht na dTithe (Forálacha Ilghnéitheacha) 2014 ar fáil an clár reachtúil ar an 
Íocaíocht Cúnamh Tithíochta (ICT/HAP) a chur in aithne, príomhaidhm atá chun gach seirbhís 
sóisialta tithíochta fadtéarmach atá ar fáil ag an Stát a chónascadh faoi gcóras an údaráis áitiúil.

Tá treoirscéim riarachánach i bhfeidhm i gComhairle Chathair agus Contae Luimneach, an 
t-údarás áitiúil atá i reim an Íocaíocht Cúnamh Tithíochta (ICT/HAP), ó Aibreán 2014. Tá an 
íocaíocht ar fáil ag 118 teaghlaigh i Luimheach faoi láthair mar chuid den treoirscéim seo.

Forálann Alt 50 an t-Acht le tús a chur ar an ICT/HAP in údaráis áitiúla sonraithe ar dhátaí 
éagsúla agus i leith aicmí éagsúla teaglaigh. Cuirfidh Rialacháin faoi Alt 50 ar fail an scéim a 
thabhairt i bhfeidhm i gceantair údaráis áitiúil aonarach.
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Faoin Íocaíocht Cúnamh Tithíochta (Alt 50) Rialacháin 2014, tháinig an Scéim ICT/HAP 
i bhfeidhm sna limistéir Chomhairle Chontae Chorcaigh, Chomhairle Chathair agus Chontae 
Luimneach agus Chomhairle Chathair agus Chontae Phort Láirge ó 15 Meán Fómhair 2014. 
Déanfar Rialacháin eile i dtrath cuí chun an Scéim a leathnú go dtí na hÚdaráis Áitiúla Grúpa 1 
eile, na Chomhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas, Chill Chainnigh, Lú, Mhuineacháin agus Com-
hairle Cathrach, Bhaile Átha Cliath – le fócas ar Leith ar freastail do theaghlaigh gan dídean.

Tar éis na treoirscéime riaracháin i 2014 agus athbhreithniú ar na dhá treoirscéime, tabharfar 
an scéim isteach chuig na rialtais áitiúil i 2015 i gcéimeanna. Bainfear úsáid as ceachtanna a 
foghlaimíodh i rith na chéad chéime chun an leathnú seo a chur in iúl.

17/09/2014WRB00075Social and Affordable Housing Provision

17/09/2014WRB0010042. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government in view of his acceptance of the severity of the housing crisis, his plans 
and the streams of funding he is making available for social housing; the new potential sources 
of funding he has identified for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34304/14]

17/09/2014WRB00200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Increasing both public and private housing supply is a priority for this Government and the 
Construction 2020 strategy, published on 14 May 2014, provides a framework and action plan 
to secure a properly functioning and sustainable construction sector.  It provides for a strategic 
approach to the provision of housing based on real and measured demand and addresses the full 
range of relevant issues including the planning process, financing, access to mortgage finance 
and the construction workforce.     

The preparation and publication of a Social Housing Strategy is a commitment under Action 
8 of Construction 2020 and my Department is currently finalising the Strategy.  The economic 
context in which we must address social housing need is such that innovative solutions must be 
found which will harness new funding streams while continuing to protect the most vulnerable 
and disadvantaged.  My intention is that the Strategy will provide the basis for an enhanced ap-
proach to social housing provision in Ireland.  It with contain clear measurable actions aimed 
at increasing the supply of social housing to meet the needs of households over the next five 
years.  The strategy will be considered by Government in the coming weeks and will be pub-
lished thereafter.   

The level of funding available to housing authorities in 2015 for housing programmes is 
currently being considered in the context of the Estimates process.  In light of budgetary de-
mands and given the centrality of housing to the Statement of Government Priorities 2014 
– 2016, I am working with my colleagues in Government to ensure that appropriate funding 
priority continues to be given to social housing.

17/09/2014WRB00250Waste Management

17/09/2014WRB0030043. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will overrule the four Dublin local authority chief executives’ decision to 
proceed with the Poolbeg incinerator in view of its rejection by elected members of Dublin City 
Council and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [34327/14]

17/09/2014WRB00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-



Questions - Written Answers

136

ly): The project concerned is a Public Private Partnership between Dublin City Council, acting 
on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities, and its private sector partner, and is part of the 
implementation of the Dublin Region Waste Management Plan.  In accordance with the provi-
sions of the Waste Management Act 1996, the preparation and adoption of a waste management 
plan, including in respect of infrastructure provision, is the statutory responsibility of the local 
authority or authorities concerned.  Under legislation introduced in 2001, such matters are an 
executive function of the relevant local authority.   

I have no function in the matter and am precluded, under section 60(3) of the Act, from 
exercising any power or control in relation to the performance by a local authority, in particular 
circumstances, of a statutory function vested in it.

17/09/2014WRB00450Water Charges Administration

17/09/2014WRB0050044. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will share the data, method and findings of research conducted by 
Irish Water that has been cited as evidence for a reduced free water allowance for children; if 
he will specify the full test area used, the number of meters utilised, the timeframe over which 
data were  gathered, the precise formulae applied to the data gathered to determine a result; if 
he will indicate whether the findings were compared with similar studies conducted in other 
jurisdictions and if they were independently verified; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [34318/14]

17/09/2014WRB00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services.  The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its custom-
ers in receipt of water services provided by it.  The Act also provides that responsibility for the 
independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting the inter-
ests of customers. 

In July 2014, a policy direction was issued to the CER in accordance with section 42 of the 
2013 Act on a number of matters relating to domestic water charges including the provision of 
a free allowance to cover the normal usage of water services by every child in their primary 
residence based on the same qualifying conditions as child benefit, such that water charges will 
in effect only apply to adults in such households.  The estimated limit was subject to verification 
through actual consumption data from metering.   

Irish Water has now submitted to the CER the results of surveys of actual metered usage 
which are considered more robust and accurate than previous studies.  I instructed my Depart-
ment to write to Irish Water to underline the critical importance of Irish Water continuing to 
undertake such monitoring on a regular basis, with appropriate independent validation, to en-
sure that the allowance set covers the normal consumption of children.  Data on consumption 
patterns will also be provided by Irish Water to the CER on a regular basis.   

In the context of its consultation on the water charges plan submitted to the CER by Irish 
Water, the CER has published information on its website, www.cer.ie, relating to the consump-
tion surveys undertaken to determine household consumption and consumption by children.  If 
further information is required, this can be obtained directly from Irish Water which has respon-
sibility for all aspects of the metering programme and the consumption surveys undertaken.   

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
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public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie  
or by telephone on 1890 278 278.

17/09/2014WRB00650An Bord Pleanála Appointments

17/09/2014WRB0070045. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on the appointment to the State planning board of persons who 
were previously involved in framing controversial proposals such as the Poolbeg incinerator.  
[34305/14]

17/09/2014WRB00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): It is unclear as to which Board member, or members, of An Bord Pleanala the Deputy is 
referring.

The process for making appointments to An Bord Pleanála is governed by the Planning and 
Development Act 2000.  In terms of its operations, An Bord Pleanála operates under a Code of 
Conduct as required by section 150 of the Act.  One of the purposes of the Code is to ensure 
that any potential conflicts of interest relating to the statutory functions of An Bord Pleanala are 
dealt with in an appropriate manner.  This Code is available for viewing on the Board’s website 
at www.pleanala.ie

Section 13 of the Code contains procedures for dealing with conflicts of interest in the con-
text of meetings of An Bord Pleanála where appeals and other planning cases are determined.  
Section 15.2 of the Code also requires that a Board member shall not deal with any case in any 
capacity on behalf of the Board where the member had any involvement at any time in the mat-
ter, either on a personal basis or on behalf of a previous employer or as a member of any other 
organisation or voluntary body.  Furthermore, section 15.4 of the Code requires that a Board 
member shall not knowingly deal with a file relating to a planning authority or a private practice 
where he/she was previously employed during the previous 2 year period or any voluntary or 
professional organisation of which the person is or was a member during the previous 2 year 
period.

17/09/2014WRB00850Homelessness Strategy

17/09/2014WRB0090046. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if, arising from the recommendation contained in the first report of the homeless-
ness oversight group, a homelessness policy implementation team has been established for 
achieving the objective of ending homelessness by 2016; if so, the composition of the team; and 
the number of occasions on which it has convened.  [34312/14]

17/09/2014WRB01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): On 25 February 2014, the Government approved the establishment of a Homeless ness 
Policy Implementation Team.  The Team is responsible for overseeing and monitoring the de-
livery of actions outlined in the Government’s Implementation Plan on the State’s Response 
to Homelessness, which was published on 20 May 2014.  The Plan outlines the Government’s 
approach to delivering on its objective of ending involuntary long-term homelessness by the 
end of 2016 and gives effect to the recommendations of the Homelessness Oversight Group’s 
First Report.

Progress on the plan’s implementation is reported to the Cabinet Committee on Social Pol-
icy on a quarterly basis.  A copy of the plan and the Quarter 2 Progress Report are available on 
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my Department’s website at, 

http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/HomelessPeople/   

The Homelessness Policy Implementation Team is chaired by my Department and includes 
senior officials from the Department of Social Protection, the Health Service Executive as well 
as the Chief Executives of Dublin City Council and Monaghan County Council.  The Team has 
met on five occasions since its establishment and its next meeting is being held today.

17/09/2014WRB01050Local Authority Funding

17/09/2014WRB0110047. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the formula utilised by his Department in determining the needs and re-
sources model for disbursement of both general purpose grants and equalisation funds from 
local property tax; when the most recent such assessment took place; if he will make available 
a copy of the findings; if he is satisfied that the model employed fully takes into account likely 
demographic changes in specific areas and consequent likely future needs; if variations in staff-
ing requirements form part of the assessed needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34443/14]

17/09/2014WRB01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): General purpose grants from the Local Government Fund have historically been structured 
to bring about equalisation over time; that is a position of balance where the financial needs of 
local authorities are met by their resources and they are able to provide an appropriate level of 
service to their customers.  Local authorities’ cost and income bases vary significantly from one 
another as a result of their size, population, public service demands, infrastructure and income 
sources and calculating an appropriate distribution of these grants has been complex. 

There are significant variances between local authorities in all areas of operation, service 
provision, income generation and service demand, some of which is geographically driven and 
influenced and is subject to fluidity and uncertainty, particularly in the last 5 years.  In these cir-
cumstances, a strict formulaic approach to General Purpose Grant allocations would have limi-
tations.  In determining these grants a number of factors were taken into account as relevant, 
including the overall funding available for local authorities, the estimated cost to each authority 
of providing a reasonable level of service to their customers, the income each authority should 
generate from local sources and the necessity to provide each authority with a baseline allo-
cation that will support its financial stability.  Each local authority’s financial position is kept 
under ongoing review by my Department, through gathering data and meeting local authority 
personnel, where necessary; local authorities’ annual and multi-annual financial performance 
and projections, where available, along with any other relevant information would also have 
been considered as part of the process of allocating General Purpose Grants.   

In 2014 the establishment of Irish Water presented local government with significant or-
ganisational and financial challenges.  Service provision responsibilities are moving from the 
local authorities to Irish Water, infrastructure is being transferred, financing arrangements have 
altered and local authorities are operating on behalf of Irish Water under Service Level Agree-
ments.  These changes impacted directly on the funding model for local authorities, with Gen-
eral Purpose Grants in 2014 reflecting the move of the funding source from my Department to 
Irish Water; the levels of General Purpose Grants received in 2014 are, therefore, not compa-
rable to previous years’ allocations. 

In 2015, in addition to the changes in water services funding, local authorities will be faced 
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with further changes to their funding model as a result of the move to local retention and varia-
tion of Local Property Tax (LPT.  The Government has decided that 80% of LPT will be re-
tained locally to fund vital public services in 2015.  The remaining 20% will be re-distributed 
to provide additional funding to certain local authorities that have lower property tax bases due 
to the variance in property values across the State.  This additional funding will be allocated to 
ensure that no local authority receives less income from LPT in 2015 than they received from 
the General Purpose Grants in 2014. 

Certain local authorities, with stronger property bases, will however receive additional in-
come in 2015 from LPT compared to their 2014 General Purpose Grant.  The Government has 
decided that these local authorities will use this surplus funding in two ways, with a portion 
available for their own discretionary purposes and the remainder, if any, to fund some services 
in the Housing and Roads areas for which they currently receive Central Government fund-
ing.  The portion that will be retained for discretionary purposes by these authorities will be an 
amount equal to 20% of the total expected LPT income in their respective areas (before any 
decision to vary rates) or, in the case where that surplus will be less than 20%, the full amount.  
It will be a matter for the individual local authorities to decide how to spend that discretionary 
funding. 

I have advised local authorities of their individual provisional LPT allocations for 2015.  
This information has been provided at this early stage in the budget process for 2015 in order 
to ensure that local authorities have sufficient detail available to inform their decision-making 
in respect of LPT rate variation for 2015, which must be completed and notified to the Revenue 
Commissioners by 30 September 2014.

17/09/2014WRB01250Social Welfare Benefits Expenditure

17/09/2014WRB0130048. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the ag-
gregate annual costs and cost per household from 2008 to 2013 to the Exchequer of the various 
rent allowance and rent supplement schemes.  [33043/14]

17/09/2014WRB01400150. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the total 
expenditure by her Department on rent supplement and mortgage supplement, respectively, in 
each year since 2010, including 2014 to the end of August; the reasons for the change in the 
amounts paid; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34507/14]

17/09/2014WRB01500157. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
if she will provide in tabular form the number of recipients of rent supplement in the Dublin 
city area for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; the absolute amount of rent 
supplement paid by her Department in each of these periods; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34692/14]

17/09/2014WRB01600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 48, 150 and 157 together.

The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is a targeted scheme catering for the accommo-
dation needs of persons in receipt of Rent Supplement from the Department of Social Protec-
tion, generally for more than 18 months, and who are assessed as having a long-term housing 
need. 

From its inception in 2004 up to the end of June 2014 expenditure totalling some €707.1 
million has been incurred under the scheme, while some 49,788 households with a long-term 
housing need have been transferred from Rent Supplement to RAS and other social housing 
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solutions. 

Transfers from rent supplement are made up of private transfers (that is private rented ac-
commodation provided by private landlords), transfers to voluntary housing and transfers to 
local authority housing.   

The following table sets out the total annual expenditure, the total numbers transferred from 
Rent Supplement between 2008 and end June 2014, and the number of those who transferred to 
Private Rented Accommodation. 

Year Annual Expenditure Annual Total No. of 
Transfers 

Transfers to Private 
Rented Accommoda-
tion 

2008 €53,025,430 6,915 3,012 
2009 €83,394,513 6,802 3,355 
2010 €100,076,430 6,609 3,642 
2011 €115,917,365 6,337 3,630 
2012 €125,429,966 5,451 2,956 
2013 €130,886,608 4,701 2,397 
end JUN 2014 €63,914,366 1,877 1,003 
In the same period, 14,979 households were transferred from Rent Supplement to Local 

Authority Social Housing and 3,718 to Approved Housing Body accommodation.   

The annual expenditure figures in the table above include recoupments to local authorities 
for the contracted rents due to landlords (market rents), the prescribed Rent Supplement limits 
for approved housing bodies, administration costs (annual recurring costs and once off costs 
accrue depending on the housing solution), deposits on newly acquired accommodation and 
payments made in respect of additional units supplied under the Social Partnership Agreement 
Towards 2016.   

My Department does not hold data on the amount directly paid by authorities to private 
landlords in respect of individual lettings under the scheme.  However, based on data provided 
by local authorities, the average monthly rent paid under the scheme in the years 2008 - 2013 is 
set out in the following table, broken down by different types of units.

Year 1 bed unit 2 bed unit 3 bed unit 4 bed unit 
2008 €580 €708 €781 €868 
2009 €522 €619 €707 €771 
2010 €496 €590 €670 €733 
2011 €479 €563 €646 €710 
2012 €467 €557 €639 €709 
2013 €499 €569 €651 €708 
The following table shows the number of housing units provided and the funding recouped 

to housing authorities for the provision of social housing units by means of construction and 
acquisition over the years 2008 to 2013.

Year Number of Units Expenditure 
2008 5,692 €978.6m 
2009 4,089 €670.6m 
2010 2,178 €417.5m 
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Year Number of Units Expenditure 
2011 819 €189.2m 
2012 714 €116.9m 
2013 546 €83.3m 

17/09/2014WRB01650Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

17/09/2014WRB0170049. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the rea-
son families or 22Q11 adults are not receiving the carer’s allowance.  [33146/14]

17/09/2014WRB01800115. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to review the requirement that a person, in order to qualify for carer’s benefit, must have 
been working 16 hours per week or 32 hours per fortnight; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [34019/14]

17/09/2014WRB01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 49 and 115 together.

Carers Benefit is designed to facilitate people, including job-sharers, in full-time employ-
ment to leave the workforce temporarily to care for someone who is need of full-time care and 
attention.  The employment conditions attached to Carers Benefit (including the requirement to 
have been working 16 hours per week or 32 hours per fortnight for at least 8 of the previous 26 
weeks), are intended to ensure that the recipients of Carers Benefit have had a recent attachment 
to the workforce while facilitating the inclusion of those who have an irregular work pattern and 
I have no plans to make any changes in this regard.

Regarding qualification for Carers Allowance, one of the conditions is that the recipient of 
care must be over the age of 16 and so incapacitated as to require full-time care and attention or 
aged under 16 and getting a Domiciliary Care Allowance. 

The person receiving care is deemed to require full-time care and attention where he or 
she is so incapacitated as to require continuous supervision in order to avoid danger to him or 
herself or continual supervision and frequent assistance throughout the day in connection with 
normal bodily functions, and he or she is so incapacitated as to be likely to require full-time care 
and attention for a period of at least twelve months.

The degree and type of medical incapacity of the care recipient must be certified by a medi-
cal doctor and each case is assessed in accordance with the criteria that the person receiving 
care is regarded as requiring full time care and attention, as outlined above.  A decision on en-
titlement is then delivered based on the assessment of the need for full–time care and meeting 
the other criteria for the scheme.

17/09/2014WRB01950Insolvency Payments Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRB0200050. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
actions she will take to redress the difficulties experienced by employees in situations where 
their employer goes out of business but has not been formally wound up, particularly the prob-
lem in relation to such employees not having access to the State’s insolvency fund.  [33338/14]

17/09/2014WRB0210054. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to address the flaws in the Protection of Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act 1984, 
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as amended in 2006, which allowed for rogue employers not to give the necessary support em-
ployees require during an insolvency process.  [34662/14]

17/09/2014WRB02200142. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the dates 
on which she, her Ministers of State or Department officials have met with the Office of the 
Director of Corporate Enforcement, the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation to discuss the exclusion of workers from the insolvency payments 
scheme where a company ceases trading and, in effect, is informally insolvent; and the outcome 
of these meetings.  [34421/14]

17/09/2014WRB02300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 50, 54 and 142 together.

The purpose of the insolvency payments scheme, which operates under the Protection of 
Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act, 1984, which, in turn, derives from EU Council Direc-
tive 987/80, is to protect certain outstanding pay-related entitlements due to employees in the 
event of the insolvency of their employer.  These entitlements include wages, holiday pay, sick 
pay, payment in lieu of minimum notice due under the Minimum Notice and Terms of Employ-
ment Acts, 1973-2001, and certain pension contributions.  Various other statutory awards made 
by the Employment Appeals Tribunal, Rights Commissioners, etc., are also covered by the 
scheme.  

Where a person’s former employer was a limited company, the company must be in liqui-
dation or receivership in order for the person to be eligible to claim under the insolvency pay-
ments scheme.  In such circumstances, the liquidator or receiver becomes the relevant officer 
for submitting claims as he or she has access to the company records and can certify that the 
amounts claimed are in order.   

I am aware that there are cases where companies have ceased trading without engaging in 
a formal winding-up process and that in some such cases those employers may owe monies to 
their employees.  Such employees are not eligible for payments under the insolvency payments 
scheme.  I have asked my Department to review the position to establish what, if anything can 
be done to progress payments to individuals in these situations.    

My Department is consulting with a range of interested parties in this review including the 
ODCE, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and the Revenue Commissioners.  
The Department has received submissions from ICTU on the issue.  In its review the Depart-
ment will also have to have regard to legal issues arising in the general area of insolvency law 
and the potential impacts that any proposed policy development will have in that area of law.  
To date my officials have had one meeting with the various parties mentioned above in connec-
tion with this issue.  

I am not in a position to indicate when this review will be completed.

17/09/2014WRB02350School Meals Programme

17/09/2014WRB0240051. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
costings have been undertaken for providing a daily school meal for all primary and secondary 
school children in the country; what these costs are; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [34447/14]

17/09/2014WRB02500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The school meals 
programme provides funding towards the provision of food services to approximately 1,600 
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schools and organisations which benefits some 205,000 children through two schemes.  The 
first is the statutory urban school meals scheme, operated by local authorities and part-financed 
by the Department.  The second is the school meals local projects scheme through which fund-
ing is provided directly to participating schools and local and voluntary community groups who 
run their own school meals projects.  The Government has provided €37 million for the school 
meals programme in 2014. 

Despite pressure on the social protection budget, the Government allocated an additional €2 
million for the school meals programme in 2013, increasing the total allocation from €35 mil-
lion to €37 million.  The additional €2 million was used to extend the programme to some 100 
additional DEIS and special schools who were not part of the scheme.  

The programme is in place to provide support to disadvantaged children and priority is 
given to schools which are part of the Department of Education and Skills’ initiative for disad-
vantaged schools, ‘Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools’ (DEIS).  Costings are not 
available in respect of extending the scheme to all primary and secondary school children in the 
country.  The cost of extending the scheme to additional schools can only be quantified where 
more specific information is available such as the type of food clubs to be provided.  Any exten-
sion to the scheme could only be considered in a budgetary context.

17/09/2014WRB02550Community Employment Drug Rehabilitation Projects

17/09/2014WRB0260052. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her plans 
to restore the funding for the community employment drug rehabilitation programme in 2015; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34516/14]

17/09/2014WRB02700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Drugs Reha-
bilitation CE schemes have not experienced any reduction in funding in recent years.  The 
significant contribution of resources from the Department of Social Protection to the drugs 
rehabilitation response includes the 1,000 dedicated CE places delivered through the CE Drug 
Rehabilitation Projects (DRP’s).  The focus of the CE DRP places continues to be on training 
and development in support of recovery for those seeking a more stable lifestyle, including a 
path to progression to work.  A CE Drugs Advisory Stakeholders Group, led by the Depart-
ment and including statutory, community, voluntary and scheme representatives is working on 
a framework to further develop and enhance the CE drugs response.

17/09/2014WRB02750Redundancy Payments

17/09/2014WRB0280053. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the amount 
deemed recoverable from employers in respect of redundancy and-or insolvency payable to 
the Social Insurance Fund; the way in which it is treated in the national accounts; if the total 
amount outstanding is included as an asset or if a recoverable amount is treated as an asset in 
the national accounts; the figure included as at 31 December 2013; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [34659/14]

17/09/2014WRB02900143. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her plans 
to publish the 2013 report carried out by internal auditors in her Department which found that 
her Department has no comprehensive policy for pursuing outstanding debt from employers re-
garding redundancy and insolvency-related payments; and the actions she has taken to remedy 
these failures over the past 12 months.  [34422/14]
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17/09/2014WRB03000144. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will indicate, in tabular form, the moneys paid out by her Department from the insolvency 
payment scheme and the redundancy payment scheme in 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date 2014.  
[34423/14]

17/09/2014WRB03100156. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
amounts outstanding from employers in respect of redundancy and-or insolvency and the 
amount of these that are expected to be recovered to provide an aged analysis in respect of the 
outstanding amount; the number of employers involved; the efforts taken to date this year to 
collect this outstanding money; the way this outstanding amount is included the national debt 
finances; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34661/14]

17/09/2014WRB03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 53, 143, 144 and 156 together.

The Department’s Internal Audit unit carries out independent audits across business activi-
ties.  Its purpose is to examine the internal controls in place to guard against the risks associ-
ated with the activities and to provide assurance to management.  Following an audit, Internal 
Audit reports are generated for management and outline issues and make recommendations 
if applicable for improving any deficiencies or shortfalls.  The reports are internal documents 
circulated to senior management and the relevant business areas to assist in obtaining assurance 
and in addressing issues arising.  

A new Compliance and Anti-Fraud Strategy 2014 – 2018 was introduced earlier this year, 
building on the approach and progress made under the Fraud Initiative (2011–2013), and redun-
dancy debt is pursued under this overall Departmental policy. 

To support and enhance its debt recovery approach, the Department is also in the process of 
replacing its current debt management system in order to deliver a more modernised and auto-
mated approach to the recording, accounting and recovery of all debts outstanding.  The new 
system will be operational in the last quarter of 2014.  Redundancy and Insolvency Sections 
will be using this system as part of their debt recovery strategy.

Where a company is continuing to trade, the Department actively engages with such em-
ployers in order to maximise the recovery of debt.  Full recovery of the debt is sought and where 
appropriate, the Department agrees a debt recovery plan with employers which can include 
payment by instalment.   

Where a company has gone into liquidation, the Minister for Social Protection becomes a 
preferential creditor against the assets of the employer.

Redundancy payments, are made to firms which are in financial difficulty, therefore, a very 
significant amount of this debt will not be recoverable.

Since 2011 the Department has introduced a much more rigorous and detailed examination 
of claims submitted.  This includes cross checking wage figures against the P45/P35 returns and 
double checking for breaks in service, periods in receipt of social welfare payments etc.  This 
detailed examination of claims ensures that the correct level of redundancy payment is made in 
each case.

Where employers default in making redundancy lump sums, the full statutory entitlement 
may be made to employees from the Social Insurance Fund (SIF).  In addition where employers 
become insolvent, certain other outstanding statutory entitlements (arrears of wages, holiday 
pay etc.) may also be paid from SIF.  Amounts paid under these circumstances are recover-
able from employers.  However the level of recoveries cannot be accurately estimated and the 
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amount recoverable is recognised as a contingent asset of the SIF.

In accordance with recognised accounting practice (International Accounting Standard 37 
refers) a contingent asset is not recognised in the balance sheet of the SIF but is disclosed by 
way of note to its annual statutory account.  The annual statutory account of the SIF which is 
subject to audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General records full details by way of note of 
Redundancy and Insolvency amounts paid, recovered, written off and outstanding; recoveries 
are brought to account on a cash receipt basis.  The book value of the amount recoverable in 
respect of Redundancy and Insolvency at 31 December 2013 is €460,498,000. 

Expenditure on the redundancy and insolvency payments schemes from 2011 to the end of 
August 2014 and debt recovery details for the period 2011 to June 2014 are set out in the fol-
lowing tables.  

Expenditure on Statutory Redundancy Payments

Year Rebates to Employ-
ers(€ million)

Lump sums to em-
ployees(€ million)

Total (€ million)

2014 Jan to 
Aug(Provisional)

4.93 40.93 45.86

2013 49.5 76.6 126.1
2012 167.4 134.3 301.7
2011 185.3 126.7 311.96

Year Expenditure  on Statutory Insolvency Pay-
ments Scheme(€ million)

2014 Jan to Aug(Provisional) 16.9
2013 22.047
2012 21.664
2011 18.510

Redundancy and Insolvency Payments Schemes

Payments and Recoveries 2011 to June 2014

Debt 2011€m 2012€m 2013€m 2014 to end 
June€m

Redundancy 
Payments 
Scheme
Payments (debt 
incurred)

68.6 95.6 61.2 29.4

Recoveries 3.7 4.09 5.2 6.5
Insolvency Pay-
ments Scheme
Payments (debt 
incurred)

18.5 21.7 22.05 11.8

Recoveries 0.8 1.8 1.8 1.9

Question No. 54 answered with Question No. 50.
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17/09/2014WRB03350Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRB0340055. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
when rent support, including arrears, will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [32912/14]

17/09/2014WRB03500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): All Rent Supple-
ment payments, including arrears, are paid up to date for this client.

17/09/2014WRB03550National Internship Scheme Data

17/09/2014WRB0360056. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the number 
of participants in each year since its inception in July 2011 in the JobBridge internship pro-
gramme in each county; the number of these placements that have led to full-time employment; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33047/14]

17/09/2014WRB0370093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the reason top-up payments are available for the JobBridge scheme but not the Springboard 
scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33591/14]

17/09/2014WRB0380095. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if a com-
pany is permitted to offer internships under JobBridge when an existing employee of 11 years 
was put on a three-day week in 2011 and, for the past four months, is working four days a week, 
and when this employee wants to work a full five days a week but is told by the employer there 
is not work for five days; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33678/14]

17/09/2014WRB03900102. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the rea-
son special needs assistant positions are being advertised on her Department’s website under 
the JobBridge national internship scheme; if there was prior consultation and an agreement 
drawn up between her Department and the Department of Education and Skills that SNA posts 
previously funded by that Department would now be filled under the JobBridge national intern-
ship scheme at no cost to the Department of Education and Skills; which persons will undertake 
to mentor interns as specified under the JobBridge SNA posts; her plan for these persons once 
they have completed the internship; if they will be required to sign back on the live register and 
if the posts they previously held and for which they cannot reapply will be re-advertised the 
following year for new applicants; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33793/14]

17/09/2014WRB03950169. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the con-
ditions for persons who wish to participate in internships; if there are conditions and stipula-
tions attached thereto; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32899/14]

17/09/2014WRB04000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 56, 93, 95, 102 and 169 together.

Individuals wishing to undertake internships under the JobBridge scheme must be in receipt 
of a relevant Social Welfare payment i.e. Jobseekers Allowance, Jobseekers Benefit, One Parent 
Family Payment, Disability Allowance, or signing for credits for 3 months (78 days) out of the 
last 6 months and have a live claim.  Eligibility of potential interns is assessed by the Depart-
ment once the individuals have been selected by the host organisation.

The following tables set out details of the number of internships since 2011 on a County 
basis.  An independent evaluation of JobBridge found that 61% of former interns moved into 
employment within 5 or more months of finishing their internship.
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The Department pays each JobBridge intern a €50 per week top up in addition to their Social 
Welfare payment to take account of the additional ‘out of pocket’ expenses that may be incurred 
in undertaking an internship.  Springboard is operated by the Higher Education Authority under 
the aegis of the Department of Education and Skills.

Host organisations are not permitted to displace an employee with a JobBridge intern.  Host 
organisations must undertake to provide a high quality real workplace internship experience 
for an intern for at least 30 hours per week.  A robust monitoring system is in place to ensure 
that all internships under the JobBridge scheme are fully compliant.  If the Deputy has specific 
details of displacement or other abuse of JobBridge to give to the Department, the matter will 
be fully investigated.

Internship opportunities, including SNAs, are advertised by the host organisation, in this 
case schools, at their discretion.  When advertising internship opportunities host organisations 
undertake to comply with the stringent criteria that the Department applies for the protection of 
the intern and the integrity JobBridge scheme.  In addition to these requirements, host organisa-
tions must also be mindful of the requirements within their own Sector or governing authority.  
The Department has ongoing liaison with the Department of Education and Skills regarding the 
operation of JobBridge in the Education Sector.

In addition to the initial vetting of advertisements and the requirement for the host organisa-
tion to participate in monthly compliance reporting, the Department has, as outlined, on-going 
monitoring of internships; this includes the regular review of monthly compliance reports and 
random monitoring site visits to facilitate discussions with both parties to the internship.  The 
strict requirements for mentoring also apply to internships within the Education Sector.  

If an intern does not receive an offer of employment at the end of an internship they are 
required to notify their local Social Welfare office and sign back onto the Live Register.  Interns 
are not permitted to undertake a second internship with the same host organisation.

Table 1. JobBridge Internships in 2011 by County

County Finishers
CARLOW               60
CAVAN              38
CLARE         81
CORK 396
DONEGAL              105
DUBLIN 1397
GALWAY 217
KERRY                87
KILDARE           111
KILKENNY             42
LAOIS               37
LEITRIM  16
LIMERICK 177
LONGFORD             32
LOUTH              93
MAYO               73
MEATH                66
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County Finishers
MONAGHAN           58
OFFALY        35
ROSCOMMON            24
SLIGO  85
TIPPERARY    120
WATERFORD 125
WESTMEATH          98
WEXFORD             102
WICKLOW           98
Total 3773

Table 2. JobBridge Internships in 2012 by County

County Finishers
CARLOW               118
CAVAN              122
CLARE         204
CORK 883
DONEGAL              352
DUBLIN 3149
GALWAY 652
KERRY                291
KILDARE           336
KILKENNY             171
LAOIS               151
LEITRIM  44
LIMERICK 483
LONGFORD             73
LOUTH              220
MAYO               218
MEATH                228
MONAGHAN           155
OFFALY        120
ROSCOMMON            69
SLIGO  173
TIPPERARY    308
WATERFORD 341
WESTMEATH          218
WEXFORD             280
WICKLOW           215
Total 9574
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Table 3 JobBridge Internships in 2013 by County

County Finishers Current Total
CARLOW               143 2 145
CAVAN              177 4 181
CLARE         250 1 251
CORK 1038 25 1063
DONEGAL              364 7 371
DUBLIN 3672 73 3745
GALWAY 706 15 721
KERRY                335 5 340
KILDARE           382 11 393
KILKENNY             138 9 147
LAOIS               153 4 157
LEITRIM  53 4 57
LIMERICK 602 13 615
LONGFORD             74 2 76
LOUTH              291 1 292
MAYO               324 4 328
MEATH                259 4 263
MONAGHAN           202 7 209
OFFALY        145 7 152
ROSCOMMON            91 0 91
SLIGO  199 9 208
TIPPERARY    341 17 358
WATERFORD 351 6 357
WESTMEATH          261 10 271
WEXFORD             324 9 333
WICKLOW           197 7 204
Totals 11072 256 11328

Table 4. JobBridge Internships to date in 2014 by County

County Finishers Current Total
CARLOW               20 74 94
CAVAN              33 78 111
CLARE         38 133 171
CORK 179 521 700
DONEGAL              49 160 209
DUBLIN 699 1731 2430
GALWAY 121 374 495
KERRY                49 187 236
KILDARE           64 207 271
KILKENNY             22 97 119
LAOIS               32 82 114
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County Finishers Current Total
LEITRIM  19 46 65
LIMERICK 104 316 420
LONGFORD             12 48 60
LOUTH              55 179 234
MAYO               65 165 230
MEATH                61 152 213
MONAGHAN           21 92 113
OFFALY        30 90 120
ROSCOMMON            19 53 72
SLIGO  32 130 162
TIPPERARY    53 199 252
WATERFORD 42 203 245
WESTMEATH          50 163 213
WEXFORD             53 183 236
WICKLOW           46 124 170
Totals 1968 5787 7755

17/09/2014WRB04100Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

17/09/2014WRB0420057. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
the three-year and six-year time periods for persons on the part-time integration option and 
the part-time job option in the community employment scheme will be extended where future 
participants, especially in rural areas, are difficult to obtain and therefore will impact local com-
munities; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33059/14]

17/09/2014WRB04300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are no plans 
to extend the participation limits beyond that currently available under Community Employ-
ment (CE), i.e. three years maximum cumulative participation for those under 55 years of age 
and up to six years maximum cumulative participation for those of 55 years of age up to State 
Pension age.  Where CE projects are experiencing difficulties in recruitment due to lack of 
eligible candidates in a locality, the local DSP management can exercise a limited degree of 
participation flexibility in terms of sustaining a service until a replacement participant can be 
commenced.

17/09/2014WRB04350Pensions Legislation

17/09/2014WRB0440058. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
changing the name of the Pensions Board to the Pensions Authority in March 2014 directly or 
indirectly amended statements made to Dáil Éireann, details supplied, by the then Minister for 
Social Welfare, Dr. Woods, on Second Stage of the Pensions Bill on 29 May 1990, Debates Vol. 
399, No. 3.  [33103/14]

17/09/2014WRB04500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Pensions Au-
thority was launched 7th March 2014 under S.I. No. 103/2014 - Social Welfare and Pensions 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 (Sections 22(b), 26, 27, 28, 29 and 34) (Commencement) 
Order 2014. 

The name change from the Pensions Board to the Pensions Authority did not directly or 
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indirectly amend the statements recited in this PQ, which were originally made to Dáil Éireann 
at the second stage of the Pensions Bill on 29 May 1990 (Debate Vol. 399 No. 3). 

The Pensions Authority retains all of the Pension Board’s functions under the Pensions Act, 
such as to inspect and investigate schemes and to prosecute offences.  All references to the 
Pensions Board in the Pensions Act 1990 are to be read as references to the Pensions Authority.

17/09/2014WRB04550Pensions Legislation

17/09/2014WRB0460059. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will confirm that a statement, details supplied, made by the legal unit of the Pensions Board 
in its presentation on pensions law to the Ballymun Community Law Centre on Thursday, 18 
July 2013, remains valid following the change in name of the Pensions Board to the Pensions 
Authority in March 2014.  [33104/14]

17/09/2014WRB04700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Pensions Au-
thority was launched 7th March 2014.  The statement made in the presentation to the Ballymun 
Community Centre that “The Pensions Board is the regulator of pension schemes. They super-
vise compliance with the Pensions Act.  They have the power to inspect and investigate pension 
schemes to ensure that they are complying with their statutory obligations” continues to be a 
valid statement following the change of name of the Pensions Board to the Pensions Authority.  

All of the statutory functions and powers of the Pensions Board (including the exercise 
of specific function and power set out in the italicised statement) are retained by the Pensions 
Authority.

17/09/2014WRB04750Guardian’s Payment Applications

17/09/2014WRB0480060. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
progress to date in determination of an application for guardianship payment in the case of a 
person, details supplied, in County Kildare who submitted her application at the beginning of 
June; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33135/14]

17/09/2014WRB04900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A claim for Guard-
ian’s payment was received from the person concerned on 11th June 2014.  The case was re-
ferred to a Social Welfare Inspector for investigation on 19th June 2014. 

Following receipt of the Inspector’s report, the Deciding Officer considered all the informa-
tion available and decided that additional information is required before a decision on eligibility 
can be made.  A request for additional information issued to the person concerned on 28th July 
2014.  

A Deciding Officer will review the application on receipt of the requested information, and 
the person concerned will be informed of the outcome without delay.

17/09/2014WRB04950Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRB0500061. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
correct level of rent support in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [33136/14]
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17/09/2014WRB05100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The client is in 
receipt of their full entitlement to Rent Supplement based on their weekly income and family 
composition.

17/09/2014WRB05150Community Employment Drug Rehabilitation Projects

17/09/2014WRB0520062. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will clarify the resources that will be contributed in the budget to support the work of the DRPs.  
[33164/14]

17/09/2014WRB05300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The significant con-
tribution of resources from my Department to the drugs rehabilitation response includes the 
1,000 dedicated CE places delivered through the CE Drug Rehabilitation Projects (DRP’s).  
The focus of the CE DRP places continues to be on training and development in support of 
recovery for those seeking a more stable lifestyle, including a path to progression to work.  A 
CE Drugs Advisory Stakeholders Group, led by my Department and including statutory, com-
munity, voluntary and scheme representatives is currently working on a framework to further 
develop and enhance the CE drugs response.  This work is ongoing.

17/09/2014WRB05350Social Insurance

17/09/2014WRB0540063. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of persons in each of the past three years who requested to sign on for credits but were not 
allowed do so; if she will provide the reasons this happens and review the situation as these 
persons are not considered as existing even for the live register purposes and are not entitled 
to attend any community employment scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[33171/14]

17/09/2014WRB05500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): PRSI credited con-
tributions (“credits”) are an integral part of the social insurance system.  For the most part they 
are linked to having an underlying entitlement to a social welfare payment while temporarily 
detached from the labour force or having entitlement to statutory leave e.g. parental or materni-
ty leave.  The primary purpose of PRSI credits is to secure social welfare benefits and pensions 
of employees by covering gaps in insurance where they are not in a position to pay PRSI such 
as during periods of unemployment, illness, etc.   

In order to qualify for credits, a person must first have entered insurable employment - he or 
she must have paid at least one PRSI contribution as an employed contributor.  Subsequently, 
insured workers may be awarded credits if they claim a social welfare payment because they 
are out of work, or they are ill or incapacitated, or if they are engaged in certain training or 
educational courses.  If at any stage in their working life, a person has no PRSI paid or credited 
contributions for two full tax years, they cannot be awarded credits again until they return to 
work and pay PRSI contributions for at least 26 weeks.  Statistics are not collected in respect of 
the number of persons who do not qualify for credits.

With regard to the Live Register it should be noted that the register is not designed to 
measure unemployment.  It includes part-time workers (those who work up to 3 days a week), 
seasonal and casual workers entitled to jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance.  Unem-
ployment is measured officially by the Central Statistics Office’s Quarterly National Household 
Survey.  A person is unemployed if, in the week before the survey, they were without work and 
available for work within the next 2 weeks. 
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Persons in receipt of qualifying social welfare payments have access to the full range of ac-
tivation measures available through the State.  Given the scale of unemployment levels, the key 
objective of activation policy and labour market initiatives is to offer assistance to those most in 
need of support in securing work and achieving financial self-sufficiency.  This policy objective 
prioritises scarce resources to those in receipt of qualifying welfare payments.  Accordingly the 
employment services and schemes provided by the Department, such as Community Employ-
ment, are focused in the first instance on this cohort of unemployed people.  However, many 
services are available to persons who are not in receipt of a social welfare payment or qualify-
ing for credits.

Question No. 64 withdrawn.

17/09/2014WRB05575Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRB0560065. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the number 
of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 2013 to 31 
December 2013, and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expect-
ed to leave in 2014, and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
leave in 2015, and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016, 
and the annual savings therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33210/14]

17/09/2014WRB05700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The following table 
shows the actual number of staff who retired, resigned or otherwise departed from their em-
ployment in the Department during the periods requested.  It also includes details of the num-
bers who are due to reach their compulsory retirement age from now to the end of 2016.  It is 
not possible to be definitive on numbers of any other staff that may depart from the Department 
during this period

Definitive figures on savings generated from departures are not available because some of 
these vacated posts are critical and consequently filled.  However, the Department’s salary out-
turn for 2013 was €8m less than 2012.  

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform approved an increased Employment 
Control Framework for the Department for 2014 for the filling of critical posts.  The Depart-
ment is actively working to fill these posts and the salary outturn for 2014 is not yet determined.   

With regard to expected annual savings in 2015 and 2016, the Department is currently in 
discussion on pay budgets for 2015 with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
this will inform future expenditure and savings.   

Period 01/07/13 -   
31/12/13

01/01/14 - 
09/09/14

10/09/14 -  
31/12/14

2015 2016

*Number of 
departures

59 123 26 61 77

*Figures exclusive of Temporary Clerical Officers and staff transferring to other Govern-
ment Departments

17/09/2014WRB05750Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRB0580066. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the number 
of new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual costs 
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arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33227/14]

17/09/2014WRB05900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy will 
be aware there is currently a moratorium on recruitment across the civil and public service.  
Also, like all other Government Departments, the Department has to operate within an employ-
ment control framework (ECF) target determined by the Minster for Public Expenditure and 
Reform.  Therefore, the only sources available to the Department to fill critical vacancies, in-
cluding those arising from retirements, are from redeployment and transfers of staff from other 
Government Departments and the wider Public Service.  

As an exemption to the moratorium the Department received sanction to recruit externally 
to establish a panel of Medical Assessors.  1 Medical Assessor was appointed during the period 
from July 13 to Dec 13, at an approximate cost per annum of €71,554.  In addition the Depart-
ment received sanction from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, outside the 
ECF, to recruit temporary staff for the Public Services Card Programme and the annual Back to 
School Footwear Allowance scheme.  27 Temporary Clerical Officers were recruited externally 
from July 13 to Dec 13 for the purpose of delivering these schemes, at an approximate annual 
cost of €591,732.

The Department is currently 130 posts under the ECF sanctioned posts of 6,476, and is 
working to fill these posts.  Therefore, the Departments staff numbers fluctuate on an on-going 
basis with retirements, staff availing of career breaks and work life balance arrangements etc.  
For these reasons, it will not be possible to provide staff costs for 2014 until the end of the year.

With regard to expected numbers and staffing costs for 2015 and 2016, the Department is 
currently in discussion on pay budgets for 2015 with the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform, and this information will not be available until these discussions are concluded.

17/09/2014WRB05950Community Welfare Services

17/09/2014WRB0600067. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the amount 
that was spent refurbishing the community welfare offices at Edward Street, Tralee, before 
Christmas 2013. [33238/14]

17/09/2014WRB0610068. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of years the community welfare office in Edward Street, Tralee, is open; and the amount it 
cost to move to these offices from Denny Street. [33239/14]

17/09/2014WRB06200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 67 and 68 together.

The new Intreo Centre at Edward Street, Tralee incurred a refurbishment cost of €225,810.84. 

The costs are broken down as follows:

Structural Costs: €173,196

Furniture and Fittings: €47,559.18

Internal Signage: €4,196.46
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External Signage: €859.20

The transfer of the Community Welfare Service from Denny St to Edward St, took place 
before the Department of Social Protection assumed responsibility for the Community Welfare 
Service in 2011.

The Community Welfare Service moved from Denny Street to Edward Street in 2008.  Any 
associated costs would need to be confirmed by the Health Service Executive.

17/09/2014WRB06250Defined Benefit Pension Schemes

17/09/2014WRB0630069. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
reason a holder of a personal retirement bond who was previously a member of a defined benefit 
scheme which was subsequently wound up is not entitled to invest in an approved retirement 
fund; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33283/14]

17/09/2014WRB06400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Personal Retirement 
Bonds, otherwise known as Buy-out-Bonds (BoBs), are approved by the Revenue Commission-
ers on a generic basis under Chapter 1 of Part 30 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  A BoB is 
a pension vehicle designed to receive transfer payments from occupational pension schemes as 
a consequence of a scheme member leaving service, the winding up of a scheme or of pension 
splitting in the context of a Pensions Adjustment Order.  They are not savings vehicles in their 
own right.  An individual with a BoB cannot make contributions to the BoB.

I  understand that it has always been a condition  of the approval of generic BoB policies 
that the benefits to be provided to an individual under such policies be subject to the same re-
strictions and conditions that applies to the occupational pension scheme from which the BoB 
originated.  As you are aware the option of investing in an Approved Retirement Fund (ARF) is 
available to holders of a BoB where the originating scheme was a defined contribution scheme.  
Such an option is not available to holders of a BoB where the originating scheme was a defined 
benefit scheme.

There are fundamental differences between a defined contributions pension scheme and 
a defined benefit pension scheme.  Any consideration of making the ARF option available to 
a holder of a Bob where the origination scheme was a defined benefit pension scheme would 
fundamentally change the defined benefit model and potentially impact both on the promised 
benefits to scheme members and on the funding standard.  Such a proposal will be considered 
in the context of a review of personal pension vehicles with a view to rationalising provision in 
this area.  I expect that this review will be undertaken in the near future.

17/09/2014WRB06450Defined Benefit Pension Schemes

17/09/2014WRB0650070. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
implications of a court ruling (details supplied) on the provision of defined benefit pension 
schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33284/14]

17/09/2014WRB06600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The ruling in this 
case is noted. 

However, I would point out that defined benefit pension schemes are normally established 
under trust and maintained by employers on a voluntary basis.  The obligation imposed on an 
employer and on scheme members is normally agreed and set out in the trust deed and rules of 
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each scheme.  The trust deeds and rules differ from scheme to scheme and reflect the parameters 
on the level of obligation of the parties involved.   

The Pensions Act imposes a requirement on the trustees of a defined benefit scheme to 
maintain sufficient assets in a scheme to meet the liabilities of a scheme.  This is often referred 
to as the funding standard.  The funding standard provides a benchmark against which the 
“health” of a scheme can be tested.  When a scheme fails the funding standard that means that 
unless some action is taken, the scheme will not be able to pay the benefits promised.  The ex-
istence of the funding standard itself is not the central issue in relation to whether a scheme is 
properly funded.  Rather the responsibility rests with the employer and the trustees for ensuring 
that the scheme is properly funded and managed.   

A number of both administrative and legislative changes have been made in recent years to 
assist both employers and the trustees of pension scheme address the funding difficulties facing 
many schemes at this time.  

In 2012, I amended the Pensions Act to require the trustees of pension schemes to maintain a 
additional level of funding in the form of a risk reserve to protect the interests of scheme mem-
bers against future volatility in financial markets.  This requirement will come into effect from 
2016.  The trustees of defined benefit pension schemes were required to inform the Pensions 
Authority of their funding position by June 2013.  The Pensions Authority is working with the 
trustees of defined benefit pension schemes, particularly schemes in a weak funding position, to 
help them achieve a sustainable funding position.

17/09/2014WRB06650Disability Allowance Appeals

17/09/2014WRB0670071. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will approve an appeal in respect of an application for disability allowance in respect of 
a person, details supplied, in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[33304/14]

17/09/2014WRB06800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in 
that office on 22nd July 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

17/09/2014WRC00200Social Welfare Benefits

17/09/2014WRC0030072. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
impact in 2015 of previously announced social protection measures which have not yet come 
fully into effect, including those relating to the one parent family payment and eligibility for the 
State pension contributory; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33322/14]

17/09/2014WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The one-parent fam-
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ily payment (OFP) scheme is in the process of being reformed.  These reforms were introduced 
in the Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2012, and contain provisions to reduce, on a phased 
basis, the maximum age limit of the youngest child at which an OFP recipient’s payment ceases 
to 7 years for recipients from 2 July, 2015.  This reform aims to bring Ireland’s support for lone 
parents in line with other European Union countries.  It also aims to provide the necessary sup-
ports to lone parents to help them to escape poverty by providing them with improved access to 
education, training, and employment programmes.

The last phase of the OFP scheme age reductions, when the maximum age limit of the 
youngest child at which an OFP recipient’s payment ceases will be reduced to 7 years, will take 
effect from 2 July, 2015.  It is expected that approximately 36,000 lone parents will be transi-
tioning from their OFP payment on that date – with the vast majority of them moving to another 
social welfare income support payment.

It is expected that most affected lone parents will transition to the jobseeker’s allowance 
(JA) payment or to the JA transitional arrangement.  Other lone parents will transition to either 
the family income supplement (FIS) or a full-rate carer’s allowance.

The income disregard of the OFP scheme is also being reduced on a phased basis for new 
and existing recipients of the payment.  The income disregard will be reduced to €75 per week 
in January, 2015, and to €60 per week in January, 2016.

With regard to the Deputy’s query about the state pension (contributory), the gradual in-
crease in the state pension age to 68 years was legislated for in the Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act, 2011.  In January, 2014, the state pension age was standardised at 66 years with the ces-
sation of the state pension (transition).  The state pension age will increase to 67 years in 2021 
and to 68 years in 2028.

Currently, a person’s date of entry into insurance is taken as the date used for averaging 
purposes.  To qualify for a state pension, a person must:

- have entered insurance before the age of 66 years;

- have at least 520 paid PRSI contributions; and

- satisfy a yearly average (i.e. a yearly average of 48 PRSI contributions paid and/or credited 
is required for a full-rate pension). 

The main social welfare payment that is available to those who leave employment before 
pension age is jobseeker’s benefit (JB).  People who qualify for the JB payment who are aged 
between 65 and 66 years are generally entitled to receive payment up to the date on which they 
reach pensionable age (i.e. 66 years).  In addition, with effect from 1 January, 2014, fully unem-
ployed jobseekers aged 62 years or over have been placed on yearly signing and given the op-
tion of transferring to EFT payments.  They are not subject to mandatory activation measures, 
but may avail of employment supports, which will continue to be available to them, and they 
will not be subject to mandatory activation-related sanctions.

The Deputy may wish to note that the majority of people who went into receipt of the state 
pension (transition) did not come from work as most of them were already on other social 
welfare schemes.  In December, 2012, there were approximately 14,400 state pension (transi-
tion) claims in payment and, of those; just 12.5% came from work.  Over 50% came from other 
social welfare schemes such as illness benefit, jobseeker’s benefit and assistance, and invalidity 
and carers, indicating that significant numbers of people are leaving the workforce, for a variety 
of reasons, well in advance of state pension age. 
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Finally, social welfare supports will continue to be available to those who need them the 
most and, where a person fails to meet the qualifying conditions of a social insurance-based 
scheme, a means-tested assistance payment may be available to them, provided that they satisfy 
the necessary qualifying conditions.  All short-term social welfare schemes are payable to the 
age of 66 years.

17/09/2014WRC00500Community Employment Schemes Cessation

17/09/2014WRC0060073. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 460 of 27 May 2014 the reason FÁS is not paying the 
enhanced redundancy in accordance with the agreement signed up to by the Department of 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment and the Trade Unions SIPTU and IMPACT in 2002 and 
amended in 2005. [33324/14]

17/09/2014WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department 
(and previously, FÁS) have consistently maintained that the only circumstances in which it will 
fund enhanced redundancy packages to Community Employment (CE) Supervisors is where 
the Supervisor redundancy arises because of the actions of the Department due to restructur-
ing of the CE programme, e.g. mainstreaming schools-based CE schemes to the Department 
of Education in 2001 or the reduction in the overall numbers on CE such as happened in the 
late 1990s/early 2000s due to greatly reduced numbers of long-term unemployed on the Live 
Register. Enhanced redundancy packages under the above circumstances were only funded by 
FÁS/DSP where the Sponsor/employer did not have the ability to fund the enhanced package.

Where a Sponsor’s actions cause the Supervisor redundancy situation to arise, the Depart-
ment does not fund any enhanced redundancy package. Statutory redundancy only would apply 
in this instance.

17/09/2014WRC00800Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRC0090074. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her plans 
to increase the rent supplement levels for families to reflect the real cost of rent; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33327/14]

17/09/2014WRC01000149. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if it 
is intended to revise the rent caps for the receipt of rent supplement in view of the increase in 
rents, particularly in urban areas, since the last review and the difficulty that many persons, in 
need of accommodation, are having renting properties below the current thresholds; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34506/14]

17/09/2014WRC01100158. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if, in view 
of the substantial increase in rental rates particularly in urban areas, and considering that the 
housing assistance payment has not been implemented nationwide, her Department will review 
the limits pertaining to the rent supplement scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [34703/14]

17/09/2014WRC01200166. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding rent supplement; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [34862/14]

17/09/2014WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 74, 149, 158 and 166 together. 

The purpose of the rent supplement scheme is to provide short-term income support to 
assist with reasonable accommodation costs of eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation who are unable to provide for their accommodation costs from their own resources. 
The overall aim is to provide short term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other 
social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer. There are currently approximately 73,800 
rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €344 million for 2014. 

Maximum rent limits are generally reviewed every 18 months. The most recent review was 
completed in June 2013 with revised rent limits introduced on 17 June 2013. Despite pressures 
on the social protection budget, the last review saw rent limits increase in line with market rents 
in some areas, including Dublin and Galway, with Dublin limits increasing by a weighted aver-
age of 9%. 

A new rent limit review has commenced within the Department and will feed into the bud-
getary process.  This review involves a comprehensive analysis of information from a range 
of sources including rental tenancies registered with the Private Residential Tenancies Board 
(PRTB), the Central Statistics Office rental indices, websites advertising rental properties, rel-
evant Departments and Agencies and non-Government organisations such as Threshold, Focus 
Ireland and the Society of St Vincent de Paul. 

The current difficulties in the rental market and the difficulties faced by prospective tenants, 
including those seeking access to rent supplement, is a shortage of supply of suitable properties 
in areas of high demand.  I would be concerned that raising rent limits is not the solution to the 
problem as it is likely to add to further rental inflation and impact, not alone on rent supplement 
recipients, but also on many lower income workers and students. The Government has recently 
launched its Construction Strategy with the aim of increasing housing supply generally.  

I can assure the Deputies that officers administering rent supplement throughout the country 
have considerable experience in dealing with customers and make every effort to ensure that 
their accommodation needs are met. Discretionary powers are available to staff to award a 
supplement for rental purposes in exceptional cases where it appears that the circumstances of 
the case so warrant. A notice reminding staff of their statutory discretionary power to award a 
supplement for rental purposes in exceptional cases, for example, when dealing with applicants 
who are at risk of losing their tenancy, has recently been circulated. 

In view of the current supply difficulties, the Department has agreed a protocol with the 
Dublin local authorities and voluntary organisations so that families on rent supplement who 
are at risk of losing their accommodation can have more timely and appropriate interventions 
made on their behalf. Since the launch of this initiative in mid-June 2014, approximately 115 
families have had their rent supplement claims revised by the Department.  

The Department’s strategic policy direction is to transfer responsibility for recipients of rent 
supplement with a long-term housing need to local authorities under the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP). Officials are working closely with those in the lead Department of Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government, in introducing HAP on a phased basis, initially in 
Cork County, Limerick City and County and Waterford City and County from 15th September 
2014.

17/09/2014WRC01400Social Welfare Benefits

17/09/2014WRC0150075. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 



Questions - Written Answers

160

she has examined the idea of the development of guidelines by her Department for release to 
general practitioners and other medical professionals in relation to the preparation of medical 
reports for inclusion in applications submitted by persons seeking certain social protection pay-
ments. [33333/14]

17/09/2014WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): It is the policy of my 
Department to review application forms for the individual illness related schemes on a regular 
basis, including those parts of forms that relate to the provision of medical evidence. The design 
of the medical evidence part of application forms is undertaken in consultation with the Chief 
Medical Advisor and the Medical Research team. Medical reports which GPs are required to 
complete are designed to gather relevant quality information to assist the Department’s medical 
assessors and decision makers. With regard to certification for illness benefit, evidence-based 
‘Closed Certification’ guidelines have been developed by the Department’s medical team to 
assist GPs in certifying for appropriate durations for patients with common health problems. 
These guidelines are based on extensive international research. A recent 6 month research study 
was conducted involving 128 randomly selected GPs. Responding to a questionnaire survey 
over 80% of participating GP respondents considered these guidelines; to be helpful in their 
interactions with patients, resulted in better health outcomes for their patients and that these 
guidelines should be rolled out nationally. A more detailed statistical evaluation of claim dura-
tion is being conducted by the Department which will decide on future plans for roll-out and 
refinement of ‘Closed Certification’ based on this research.

17/09/2014WRC01700Disability Allowance Eligibility

17/09/2014WRC0180076. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
examine the case of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin whose disability allowance 
and other associated payments have been stopped; and if these allowances might be reinstated. 
[33340/14]

17/09/2014WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
disability allowance was received from the person concerned on 5 July 2013. The application 
was refused on 20 November 2013 as the person’s means were in excess of the statutory limit 
for a person in his circumstances. 

The person subsequently appealed this decision to the Chief Appeals Officer.  On 28 May 
2014 an appeal’s officer disallowed the appeal and the person concerned was notified in writing 
of this decision by the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

An appeals officer’s decision is final and conclusive in the absence of any fresh facts or 
evidence. 

17/09/2014WRC02000Pension Provisions

17/09/2014WRC0210077. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
confirm that all community employment supervisors are now receiving their pension entitle-
ments following the Labour Court recommendations. [33385/14]

17/09/2014WRC02200145. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
if she has met with unions with regard to correspondence received (details supplied) regarding 
pension entitlements; the outcome of these meetings; whether she will change her position on 
the payment of severance to CE supervisors with regard to Labour Court recommendations; and 
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if she will make a statement on the matter. [34435/14]

17/09/2014WRC02300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 77 and 145 together. 

The Labour Court recommended in July 2008 that an agreed pension scheme should be 
introduced for community employment (CE) scheme supervisors and assistant supervisors, and 
that such a scheme should be adequately funded by FÁS.  This matter has been the subject of 
discussions between this Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
the unions representing CE supervisors.  Implementation of the claim is not considered sustain-
able in light of the current and on-going fiscal environment and the requirement to contain and 
reduce public expenditure.  The Deputy should note that the Department of Social Protection, 
formerly FÁS, is not the employer of CE supervisors and such employees are not public ser-
vants.  Neither was FÁS  a party to the Labour Court dispute on this matter at the time it was 
determined.  The responsibilities of the sponsoring organisations and the individuals concerned 
must be recognised when considering pension provision arrangements.  I have no proposals to 
engage with the Unions on this matter at this time. 

17/09/2014WRC02400Budget 2015

17/09/2014WRC0250078. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide an assurance that carers will not be subject to further cuts in the upcoming budget; 
that income supports will be protected for those in receipt of carer’s allowance, carer’s benefit 
and half rate carer’s allowance in budget 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33443/14]

17/09/2014WRC02600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department, 
in line with its income support commitments under the National Carers’ Strategy published in 
2012, provides a range of income supports to assist with the financial burden of caring. These 
include carer’s allowance, carer’s benefit, domiciliary care allowance and the respite care grant.  

Total expenditure by the Department on carers has increased from just under €752 million 
in 2010 to almost €806 million in 2014. This is an increase of €53.9 million or 7.2%. The over-
all number of caring recipients has increased from just over 76,000 in 2010 to almost 84,000 
recipients in 2014.  This is an increase of 7,815 recipients or 10.3%. These increases demon-
strate very clearly that, despite the need to stabilise Government finances, the welfare system 
continues to play a very positive role in protecting, in this instance, family carers in our society.      

Other supports from the Department for carers include free travel for recipients of carer’s 
allowance and, if they are living with the person they are caring for, the household benefits 
package. The associated costs are additional to those already quoted.

The Government, in its Statement of Priorities for 2014 – 2016 published in July, committed 
to increasing the household benefits package by €100 in Budget 2015 partly to compensate vul-
nerable groups for the introduction of water charges. These groups will include those recipients 
of carer’s allowance who also benefit from the household benefits package.

The Government further committed to the full retention of the free travel scheme. This 
commitment recognises the importance of the free travel pass to people with disabilities and 
recipients of carer’s allowance. Since its introduction in the 1960s, the free travel scheme has 
been highly valued as it allows beneficiaries to participate and remain active in the community. 

The appropriate rates of other welfare supports in the year ahead, including payments made 
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to carers, will be considered by Government as part of its deliberations on the next Budget.

17/09/2014WRC02700Social Insurance

17/09/2014WRC0280079. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
conditions or criteria required for a person to qualify for credited contributions while in receipt 
of carer’s allowance or carer’s benefit; to outline the Government’s actions to date to protect 
long term and older carers in relation to their pension entitlements to ensure that carers are not 
disadvantaged due to extended periods of caring; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33444/14]

17/09/2014WRC02900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Credited contribu-
tions (credits) are social insurance contributions designed to protect the social insurance entitle-
ment record of insured workers who are not in a position to make PRSI contributions.

Credits are awarded in circumstances such as unemployment or illness, and their purpose 
is to help protect the social insurance entitlements of insured persons during periods when they 
may not be in a position to pay contributions.

In order to qualify for credits, a person must first have entered insurable employment - he or 
she must have paid at least one PRSI at Class A, B, C, D, E, H or P. 

Credits may enable insured workers to qualify for various social insurance benefits. While 
the contribution conditions applying to the various insurance benefit schemes can vary, a claim-
ant must, in general, have

a. Paid a minimum number of weekly contributions and

b. Have a certain number of contributions or credits over a specified period; in the case of 
short-term benefits this is the relevant tax year, while in the case of long-term benefits (e.g. pen-
sions) this is on the basis of the yearly average number of contributions and/or credits over the 
person’s working life. 

Credits cannot be used to satisfy condition (a). Thus, credits are only of value to a person 
who satisfies this “paid contribution” test.

Credits are awarded to recipients of Carer’s Allowance in the following circumstances:

- if the claimant was employed and paid PRSI contributions prior to receiving Carer’s Al-
lowance s/he may be entitled to credits. If, however, there is a gap of two years in the claimant’s 
insurance record, credits are not valid until at least 26 PRSI contributions have been paid

- if the claimant was in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance (provided s/he has at least one paid 
Class A PRSI contribution) Jobseeker’s Benefit or Illness Benefit immediately prior to claiming 
Carer’s Allowance. 

In addition under the Homemakers Scheme, which was introduced on 6th April 1994, a 
person who gives up work to take care of a child under age 12 or an incapacitated person over 
age 12 can be classified as a homemaker. Complete years spent out of the workforce looking 
after a child or an incapacitated person, are disregarded when working out entitlement to a State 
Pension (Contributory). However, a person may get credits for the tax year he or she becomes a 
homemaker and the tax year he or she stops being a homemaker if the period spent as a home-
maker is not a complete year. These credits are reckoned only for the purposes of State Pension 
(contributory).
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The homemaker’s scheme was introduced in 1994 to make qualification for State pension 
(contributory) easier for those who take time out of the workforce for caring duties. This is 
achieved by disregarding years spent outside the workforce on such duties when calculating the 
average contributions per year on the pensioner’s record. 

The scheme allows up to 20 years spent caring for children under 12 years of age, and/or an 
incapacitated person, to be disregarded when a person’s social insurance record is being aver-
aged for pension purposes. 

However, it is important to note that the scheme will not, of itself, qualify a person for a 
pension. The standard qualifying conditions, which require a person to enter insurance ten years 
before pension age, pay a minimum of 520 contributions at the correct rate and achieve a yearly 
average of at least 10 contributions on their record from the time they enter insurance until they 
reach pension age, must also be satisfied.

For those who do not satisfy these conditions, and have an income need, a means-tested 
State pension may be available. 

It is planned that a total contributions approach to pension qualification will replace the 
current average contributions test for State pension (contributory). The proposed date for the 
introduction of this change is 2020, but this may be subject to change. 

The total contributions approach (whereby the pension payment will be based on the num-
ber of contributions paid and credited) will remove the current anomaly whereby people can 
achieve a higher average contribution rate, and thus a higher level of pension, even where they 
have a lower total number of contributions paid. This move will bring transparency and fairness 
to the eligibility for pension.

17/09/2014WRC03000Social Welfare Benefits

17/09/2014WRC0310080. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to review the habitual residency condition for the carer’s allowance given that it acts as a 
barrier to persons returning to Ireland to care for a loved one. [33445/14]

17/09/2014WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The habitual resi-
dence condition helps protect Ireland’s social welfare system, while at the same time ensuring 
that those whose claim our schemes  have access to supports  when they need them. 

Provided the applicant for a carer’s allowance is legally resident in the State, a decision on 
whether the applicant satisfies the conditions in respect of habitual residence is made based on 
consideration of five factors : 

1. length and continuity of residence in the State or in any other particular country; 

2. length and purpose of any absence from the State;

3 nature and pattern of person’s employment; 

4 the person’s main centre of interest and 

5. the future intentions of the person concerned.

While I have no plans to change the legislation applying to habitual residence and carer’s 
allowance at this time, the Department has, following consultation with carers’ representative 



Questions - Written Answers

164

groups, clarified the application of the guidelines with the relevant deciding officers and en-
sured that deciding officers have access to the most up to date guidelines and receive appropri-
ate training in assessing the habitual residence condition. 

In this regard, I would point out that less than 120 carer’s allowance cases were refused on 
habitual residence grounds in 2013 - down almost 50% on the 2011 figure of 223. This year 
there have been 62 cases refused to the end of August.

17/09/2014WRC03300Social Welfare Benefits Waiting Times

17/09/2014WRC0340081. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
action her Department has taken to reduce and streamline processing times for social protection 
payments with a view to minimising hardship on those awaiting the outcome of applications; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33446/14]

17/09/2014WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department 
is committed to ensuring that claims are processed as expeditiously as possible.  Each scheme 
area is continuously monitored and reviewed to ensure customers are responded to as quickly as 
possible. In this regard, the Department has had major success in clearing backlogs especially 
in the disability related schemes.  The Table below provides details of processing times for each 
of the Department’s schemes in July 2014.  

Processing times vary across schemes, depending on the differing qualification criteria. 
Schemes that require a high level of documentary evidence from the customer, particularly in 
the case of illness-related schemes, can take longer to process. Similarly, means-tested pay-
ments can also require more detailed investigation and interaction with the applicant, thereby 
lengthening the decision making process. 

As part of the Department’s programme of service delivery modernisation, a range of initia-
tives aimed at streamlining the processing of claims, supported by modern technology, have 
been implemented in recent years. Operational processes, procedures and the organisation of 
work are continually reviewed to ensure that processing capability is maximised. 

In addition, the staffing needs of the Department are regularly reviewed, having regard to 
workloads and the competing demands arising, to ensure that the best use is made of all avail-
able resources.  

Table: Claim processing times - July 2014

Scheme Average weeks to award
State Pension (contributory) 5
State Pension (transition) 6
Widow(er)’s Pension (contributory)  1
One Parent Family 15
Household Benefits 1
Bereavement Grant 12
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Scheme Average weeks to award
Invalidity Pension 30 (Average weeks to award figure includes 

claims which are awarded following a re-
view and/or appeal process following initial 
disallowance.  Excluding the effect of these 
claims, the average time taken to decide a 
new Invalidity Pension claim in August is 
estimated as 7 weeks ) 

Family Income Supplement  - New Claims 5 (In general, renewal FIS claims are cur-
rently processed in advance of previous 
claim expiry and new FIS claims are pro-
cessed within 3 weeks of receipt) 

Disability Allowance 25 (Average weeks to award figure includes 
claims which are awarded following a re-
view and/or appeal process following initial 
disallowance.  Excluding the effect of these 
claims, the average time taken to decide a 
new Disability Allowance claim in August 
is estimated as 13 weeks) 

Carer’s Allowance 40 (Average weeks to award figure includes 
claims which are awarded following a re-
view and/or appeal process following initial 
disallowance.  Excluding the effect of these 
claims, the average time taken to decide a 
new Carers Allowance claim in August is 
estimated as 13 weeks) 

Jobseeker’s Benefit  1
Jobseeker’s Allowance 2
Illness Benefit  1
Maternity Benefit 2 (In July 97% of Maternity Benefit claims 

were awarded 2 weeks prior to the com-
mencement of maternity leave)

Child Benefit 1
- Domestic   1
Domiciliary Care Allowance 11
Back to Education Allowance Applicants for BTEA are already in receipt 

of another social welfare payment before a 
decision is made on their entitlement to the 
Allowance

17/09/2014WRC03600Social Welfare Benefits

17/09/2014WRC0370082. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
views on making the carer’s allowance exempt from means assessment; the measures that are 
in place to assist family carers to avail of education and employment opportunities during their 
caring years to help and support them to re-enter the workforce when their caring role ends. 
[33447/14]

17/09/2014WRC03800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Carers Allowance is 
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a means-tested payment for people living in Ireland who are looking after someone who needs 
support because of age, physical or learning disability or illness, including mental illness. It is 
mainly aimed at carers on low incomes who live with and look after certain people who need 
full-time care and attention. 

The means test for carers allowance has been significantly eased over the years, and is now 
one of the most generous means tests in the social welfare system, most notably with regard 
to spouse’s earnings. Since April 2008, the income disregard has been €332.50 per week for a 
single person and €665 per week for a couple. This means that a couple with two children can 
earn in the region of €35,400 and qualify for the maximum rate of carers allowance as well 
as the associated free travel and household benefits. A couple with an income in the region 
of €59,300 can still qualify for a minimum payment, as well as the associated free travel and 
household benefits package. 

Removing the means test would involve changing the nature of the Carer’s Allowance 
scheme from a targeted income maintenance support for those most in need to a universal care 
support, in effect a payment for the provision of care rather than an income support payment for 
people on low incomes. The only eligibility criteria remaining would be that the care recipient 
required full-time care and that the carer was providing that care on a full time basis.  Therefore, 
it is considered  best that the Carer’s Allowance means test should remain to ensure the most 
effective use of resources.

Carers can engage in employment, education or training for up to 15 hours per week and 
still qualify for Carers Allowance. When their caring role comes to an end, advice and support 
in reengaging with the labour market is available through the Department’s employment sup-
port officers at local Intreo Offices.

17/09/2014WRC03900Respite Care Grant Administration

17/09/2014WRC0400083. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans for the future of the respite care grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33448/14]

17/09/2014WRC04100118. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will give consideration to restoring the respite care grant from €1,300 to €1,700 as part of the 
budgetary process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34033/14]

17/09/2014WRC04200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 83 and 118 together. 

The Respite Care Grant (RCG) is an annual payment of €1,375 for carers who look after 
certain people in need of full-time care and attention. The payment is made regardless of the 
carer’s means but is subject to certain conditions, one of which is that the period of full-time 
care and attention must last for at least six months (which must include the first Thursday in 
June when the payment is made automatically to recipients of carer’s allowance/benefit and 
domiciliary care allowance). I have no plans to make any changes in this regard. 

The estimated cost in 2015 of increasing the respite care grant by €325, from €1,375 to 
€1,700, is €29.3 million in a full year. Any change in the rate of Respite Care Grant can only be 
considered in the context of overall Budgetary requirements.

The payment of the RCG for 2014 commenced in June, with automatic payments issuing to 
over 70,000 DSP clients at an estimated cost of €122 million for the full year in 2014. There is 
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no conditionality attached to how the RCG is utilised, so carers can use the grant as they wish. 

I should also mention that the RCG, with no requirement to satisfy a means test, is not avail-
able for any other social welfare group nor indeed is there an equivalent payment for carers in 
any other country in Europe. 

Expenditure on income supports for carers generally has increased from €773m in 2012 to 
an estimated €806m in 2014. The number of people in receipt of carer’s allowance over the past 
decade has also increased from 23,000 to over 57,000 

17/09/2014WRC04300Respite Care Grant Eligibility

17/09/2014WRC0440084. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will consider granting a pro-rata respite payment to carers whose role concludes before the 
completion of a twelve month period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33449/14]

17/09/2014WRC04500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Respite Care 
Grant (RCG) is an annual payment of €1,375 for carers who look after certain people in need of 
full-time care and attention. The payment is made regardless of the carer’s means but is subject 
to certain conditions, one of which is that the period of full-time care and attention must last for 
at least six months (which must include the first Thursday in June, when the payment is made 
automatically to recipients of carer’s allowance/benefit and domiciliary care allowance). I think 
this condition is reasonable and I have no plans to make any changes in this regard. 

I would point out that in the case of bereavement the Department already recognises the 
financial difficulties arising at this time for carers as payment of carer’s benefit/ allowance con-
tinues to be made for a period of 6 weeks after the date of death of the care recipient. 

I am pleased to confirm that payment of the RCG for 2014 commenced in June, with auto-
matic payments issuing to over 70,000 DSP clients earlier this month at an estimated cost of 
€122 million for the full year in 2014. Of course, there is no conditionality attached to how the 
RCG is utilised, so carers can use the grant as they wish. 

I should also mention that the RCG, with no requirement to satisfy a means test, is not avail-
able for any other social welfare group nor indeed is there an equivalent payment for carers in 
any other country in Europe. 

Expenditure on income supports for carers generally has increased from €773m in 2012 to 
an estimated €806m in 2014, €557 million on carer’s allowance, €21.5 million on carer’s ben-
efit, €122 million on the respite care grant and €105 on domiciliary care allowance. 

The number of people in receipt of carer’s allowance over the past decade has also increased 
from 23,000 to over 57,000 

17/09/2014WRC04600Household Benefits Scheme

17/09/2014WRC0470085. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will consider extending the water allowance payment to all full-time carers; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33450/14]

17/09/2014WRC04800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The household ben-
efits package comprises the electricity/gas allowance (€35 per month) and the free television 
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licence scheme (€160 per annum). From 2015 it will also include a quarterly water support 
payment of €25.  The household benefits package is paid to some 411,000 customers, with ex-
penditure estimated at €230 million for 2014.  

The package is available to all those aged 70 or over regardless of means and household 
composition and those in receipt of carer’s allowance who are living with the person for whom 
they are caring. Those between 66 and 70 must be in receipt of a qualifying payment from the 
Department, such as the State pension or satisfy a means test and live alone or only with certain 
exempted persons.  The package is also available to those aged under 66 in receipt of a qualify-
ing payment, such as disability allowance, who live alone or with exempted persons.

The household benefits package was envisaged as a way of providing some additional sup-
port for those who are elderly or on long-term, mostly means-tested welfare payments, includ-
ing the carer’s allowance and disability allowance.  I am not in a position to consider extending 
the household benefits scheme beyond the current group of qualifying payments.

17/09/2014WRC04900Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

17/09/2014WRC0500086. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will consider introducing measures to assist with the transition out of long-term caring 
responsibilities, in particular the extension of the grace period following the death of a caree 
from six weeks to six months and the introduction of a similar grace period for carers whose 
full time caring role has come to an end following the admission of their caree to residential 
care. [33451/14]

17/09/2014WRC05100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The current position 
of retaining Carers Allowance for 6 weeks following the death of the care recipient is consis-
tent with the approach taken by the Department in relation to payment after death across other 
schemes, such as the State Pension. The period gives a reasonable time for the Carer to apply to 
the Department for other benefits to which they might be entitled or where a person returns to 
employment, to rearrange their financial affairs  There are no plans to increase the grace period 
at this time.

17/09/2014WRC05200Free Travel Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRC0530087. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
possibility of extending free travel to all carers in receipt of the respite care grant so as to en-
hance access to services and reduce social isolation, particularly for carers living in rural areas; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33459/14]

17/09/2014WRC05400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The free travel 
scheme is available to people over 66 years, and to people in receipt of certain disability or 
carer type payments.  There are currently almost 800,000 customers in receipt of free travel.  
Since 2007 free travel customers have increased by more than 25%.  The scheme permits travel 
for free on most CIE public transport services, Luas and up to 90 private operators.  

The annual provision for the scheme is €77 million. 

Funding for the free travel scheme was capped by the previous Government as outlined in 
the National Recovery Plan 2011-2014. To implement this funding cap during a time in which 
passenger numbers have been increasing each year the Department has had to impose a freeze 
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on the amounts paid to companies and a complete restriction on the admittance of new compa-
nies or routes to the scheme. This has included new companies taking over previously extant 
routes.  Free travel was envisaged as a way of providing some additional support for those who 
are elderly or on long-term means-tested disability or carers payments.  As the respite care grant 
is not a long-term scheme, free travel is not available.  I am not in a position to consider extend-
ing the free travel scheme beyond the current group of qualifying payments.

Given the increasing number of recipients and the funding pressures, an inter Departmental 
Committee commenced a review of the scheme last year.  This Committee is made up of rep-
resentatives of this Department, the Departments of Transport, Tourism and Sport and Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the National Transport Authority.  It is expected to conclude its 
work shortly.

17/09/2014WRC05500Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

17/09/2014WRC0560088. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding an application for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33466/14]

17/09/2014WRC05700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
domiciliary care allowance was received from the person concerned on the 18th December 
2013.  The application was disallowed as the child was not considered to satisfy the qualifying 
conditions for the allowance. A letter issued on the 21st January 2014 advising of the decision.

A review of this decision was requested and additional information supplied on the child’s 
condition/care needs.  The case was further considered by another medical assessor, who con-
sidered based on the all evidence provided that the child met the medical eligibility for the al-
lowance. A revised decision allowing the application was made by the deciding officer and the 
person concerned was notified of this decision on the 8th September 2014.

17/09/2014WRC05800Disability Allowance Eligibility

17/09/2014WRC0590089. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry 
[33476/14]

17/09/2014WRC06000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
Department received an application for disability allowance from the person concerned on 1 
August 2014. On completion of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the claim a deci-
sion will be made and the person will be notified directly of the outcome.

17/09/2014WRC06100Community Work Initiatives

17/09/2014WRC0620090. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the guide-
lines for conducting Tús interviews; if persons carrying out these interviews receive training; if 
the interviewee can expect a degree of privacy during the interview bearing in mind that finan-
cial matters are discussed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33511/14]

17/09/2014WRC06300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Tús is a community 
work placement initiative which has the aims of providing short-term work opportunities for 
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those who have been unemployed for more than 12 months, and of supporting community or-
ganisations to develop and deliver beneficial services in their areas of operation.  

The initiative is being delivered through the network of local development companies and 
Údarás na Gaeltachta in Gaeltacht areas – referred to as Implementing Bodies. Implementing 
Bodies are engaged to deliver Tús given their experience and knowledge of managing similar 
initiatives and their expertise in supporting and developing community infrastructure and ser-
vices.  

The Department of Social expects that all persons who are dealing with third party organisa-
tions engaged by it for the delivery of services will have their privacy respected and that they 
will be treated in a professional and supportive manner.  Such third party organisations are 
provided with resources to provide for staff training should that be required.  Queries and com-
plaints in respect of individual matters should be addressed to bodies concerned.

17/09/2014WRC06400Social Welfare Appeals

17/09/2014WRC0650091. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding one parent family allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33512/14]

17/09/2014WRC06600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 26th August 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant 
Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 8th 
September 2014 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an 
oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 92 withdrawn.

  Question No. 93 answered with Question No. 56.

17/09/2014WRC06900Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

17/09/2014WRC0700094. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding a domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33617/14]

17/09/2014WRC07100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 13th August 
2014.  This application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for 
their medical opinion.  Upon receipt of this opinion, a decision will be made and notified to the 
person concerned.  It can currently take over 10 weeks to process an application for DCA.

Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 56.
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17/09/2014WRC07300Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WRC0740096. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding a rent support application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33685/14]

17/09/2014WRC07500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The client made an 
incomplete application for Rent Supplement on 25th June 2014. While further information was 
received on the 18th July, more remains outstanding.  A further request issued from the Depart-
ment on the 22nd July.  No response from the client has been received to date.

17/09/2014WRC07600Social Welfare Appeals

17/09/2014WRC0770097. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when an 
oral hearing will be rescheduled in order that an appeal can be determined in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; the reason the date initially scheduled for an oral hearing 
was cancelled; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33723/14]

17/09/2014WRC07800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal from the estate of the person concerned relating to 
an overpayment of  widow’s non-contributory pension  was referred to an Appeals Officer who 
decided to hold an oral hearing in this case.  The oral hearing was scheduled for the 27th August 
2014.  At the request of the Department this oral hearing was postponed as the Deciding Officer 
was unable to attend.  It is likely that the hearing will now take place on the 17th October 2014.  
The person concerned will be notified of the arrangements as soon as these are finalised.    

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

17/09/2014WRC07900Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRC0800098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
correct level of rent support payable in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33724/14]

17/09/2014WRC08100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The client is in 
receipt of their full entitlement to Rent Supplement based on their personal circumstances and 
location.

17/09/2014WRC08200Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

17/09/2014WRC0830099. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
revise the back to education allowance scheme regulations so that the requirement of 234 days 
receiving welfare payments for the third level option and 78 days for the second level option 
does not act as a barrier to gaining access to training and education. [33746/14]

17/09/2014WRC08400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Back to Educa-
tion Allowance (BTEA) scheme is a second chance education opportunity scheme designed to 
remove barriers to participate in second and third level education by enabling those who fulfil 
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the eligibility criteria to continue to receive a payment while pursuing an approved full-time 
education course. 

A person wishing to pursue a course of study under the BTEA scheme will have to satisfy 
a number of conditions such as age, in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment for a 
specific period and pursuing a full time course of study leading to a recognised qualification in 
a recognised college and progressing in the level of education with reference to the National 
Framework of Qualifications among others. 

A person in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment must be in receipt of this payment for a period 
of at least 234 days (9 months if signing full-time) for the third level option prior to the date of 
commencement of the course.  The person detailed has a total of 187 days, as this falls short of 
the 234 required days, the application was refused.

A waiting period is considered essential for the Back to Education Allowance. This scheme 
confers entitlement to income support for a period of education and therefore it is necessary 
to target scarce resources.  Recipients of Jobseeker’s Assistance are required to engage in job 
seeking while exploring other options available to them.  

There are no plans at present to modify the existing BTEA qualifying criteria for persons 
who are not in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment for the required duration.

17/09/2014WRC08500Social Welfare Appeals

17/09/2014WRC08600100. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
decision will be made on an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33755/14]

17/09/2014WRC08700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the avail-
able evidence, has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary 
decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 101 withdrawn.

  Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 56.

17/09/2014WRD00400Pension Provisions

17/09/2014WRD00500103. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the pen-
sion entitlements for persons (details supplied) employed as managers of community employ-
ment schemes. [33805/14]

17/09/2014WRD00600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of 
Social Protection funds the Community Employment (CE) Schemes under the following four 
headings:
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- Participant Allowances;

- Material Costs (running costs/overheads/insurance, etc.);

- Training Costs;

- Supervision Costs.

There are no manager posts under Community Employment and the Deputy may be refer-
ring to the supervisory funding allocated to CE Sponsoring Organisations.  

There is no special arrangement for funding Supervisory pensions under Community Em-
ployment as the Department is not in a position to authorise such provision.

Employers (including CE Sponsoring Organisations) must offer access to at least one Stan-
dard Personal Retirement Savings Account (PRSA) under the Pension (Amendment) Act 2002.  
All CE Sponsoring Organisations were appraised of their responsibilities under this Act.

It should also be noted that this Department is not the employer of CE supervisors and such 
employees are not public servants but are employees of sponsoring organisations. The respon-
sibilities of the sponsoring organisations and the individuals concerned must also be recognised 
when considering pension provision arrangements.

17/09/2014WRD00700Exceptional Needs Payment Eligibility

17/09/2014WRD00800104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
if an exceptional needs payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33818/14]

17/09/2014WRD00900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has 
no record of having received an application for an exceptional needs payment from this client.

17/09/2014WRD01000Disability Allowance Eligibility

17/09/2014WRD01100105. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
decision will be made on a disability allowance application in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Roscommon; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33823/14]

17/09/2014WRD01200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 3rd September 2014. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought. When these papers have been received from the Department, the appeal in question will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 106 withdrawn.
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17/09/2014WRD01400Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

17/09/2014WRD01500107. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion will issue on a domiciliary care allowance application in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33834/14]

17/09/2014WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 24th July 
2014.  This application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for 
their medical opinion.  Upon receipt of this opinion, a decision will be made and notified to the 
person concerned.  It can currently take over 10 weeks to process an application for DCA.

17/09/2014WRD01700Social Welfare Code

17/09/2014WRD01800108. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide a definition of immediate family when referred to in relation to Social Protection 
payments. [33837/14]

17/09/2014WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is no over-
arching definition of the family, whether immediate or otherwise, that is used for the purposes 
of the social welfare code.  

Social welfare entitlements are not based on family relationships, but are determined by 
reference to the circumstances of the claimant, the composition of the household in which the 
claimant resides and the maintenance relationships between the claimant and the members of 
that household and others.  Accordingly, the term family is not used in determining entitlement 
to weekly social welfare payments, other than in the case of the family income supplement 
scheme. 

For weekly social welfare payments in general, a claimant is entitled to a personal rate of 
payment and may also be eligible for increases in respect of a qualified adult and any qualified 
children who are regarded as normally residing with the claimant.

A qualified adult is defined as being the spouse, civil partner or cohabitant of the claimant 
who is being wholly or mainly maintained by the claimant, but generally does not include a 
spouse, civil partner or cohabitant who is in employment or self-employment or who is in re-
ceipt of a weekly social welfare payment in his or her own right.  

In addition, a qualified adult can be a person who is aged 16 years or over, who has the care 
of at least one qualified child and who lives with and is being wholly maintained by the claim-
ant, where the claimant is single, widowed or separated, for example, an older child who looks 
after the younger children of a widowed person.

A qualified child is defined as being a child aged under 18 years or, in the case of recipients 
of long-term social welfare payments, a child aged under 22 years if the child is still in full-time 
education.  A qualified child is normally regarded as residing with both of his or her parents for 
social welfare payment purposes.  However, where the qualified child is living with one par-
ent only or is living on a shared custody basis with both parents who are living apart, there are 
rules to determine which parent the child is to be regarded as normally residing with for social 
welfare payment purposes.  These rules also determine who the qualified child is to be regarded 
as normally residing with where he or she is not living with either parent.

The term “family” is defined for the purposes of qualification for the family income supple-
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ment (FIS) scheme.  However, as in the case of weekly social welfare payments in general, a 
family for FIS purposes is not defined by reference to the family relationships involved, but by 
reference to the composition of the household in which the worker resides and the maintenance 
relationships between the worker and the members of that household and others. 

A family for FIS purposes means a worker who is engaged in remunerative full-time em-
ployment and any children who normally reside with the worker.  Where the worker is living 
with or is wholly or mainly maintaining his or her spouse, civil partner or cohabitant, then the 
family for FIS purposes includes that spouse, civil partner or cohabitant.  In addition to in-
cluding children who reside with the worker, the normal residence rules for FIS purposes also 
enable a child who is not living with the worker to be regarded as normally residing with him 
or her where that worker is wholly or mainly maintaining his or her spouse, civil partner or 
cohabitant and is contributing substantially towards the child’s maintenance.

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2014 contains a number of amendments to strengthen 
and clarify the normal residence rules applying to the FIS scheme.  These amendments are 
subject to commencement by way of Commencement Order.  It is intended to commence these 
provisions shortly, as soon as regulations underpinning the normal residence rules applying to 
the FIS scheme have been finalised.

17/09/2014WRD02000Carer’s Allowance Appeals

17/09/2014WRD02100109. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
when a carer’s allowance file will be forwarded to the appeals office in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33841/14]

17/09/2014WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on the 21st May 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought from the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office on 8th September 2014 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Offi-
cer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 110 withdrawn.

17/09/2014WRD02400Social Welfare Eligibility

17/09/2014WRD02500111. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to review the current system of entitlement to social welfare for those who are self em-
ployed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33943/14]

17/09/2014WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Self-employed per-
sons are liable for PRSI at the class S rate of 4% which entitles them to access long-term ben-
efits such as State pension (contributory) and widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s 
pension (contributory).  
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Self-employed workers may access social welfare supports by establishing eligibility to as-
sistance-based payments such as jobseeker’s allowance and disability allowance.  In the case of 
jobseeker’s allowance they can apply for the means-tested jobseeker’s allowance if their busi-
ness ceases or if they are on low income as a result of a downturn in demand for their services.  
In assessing means from self-employment, income from the previous twelve months is used 
as an indicator of likely future earnings.  Given the variety of self-employment situations, the 
means assessment procedures are applied in a flexible manner to ensure that any circumstances 
that would be likely to lead to a significant variation, either upward or downward, in the level 
of a person’s income from one year to the next are taken into consideration.  It is recognised 
that the downturn in the economy had an impact on many self-employed persons and the con-
sequent reduction in their income and activity levels.  This may be reflected in any assessment 
of their means from self-employment for jobseeker’s allowance purposes.  As in the case of a 
non-self-employed claimant for jobseeker’s allowance or disability allowance, the means of 
husband/wife, civil partner or co-habitant will be taken into account in deciding on entitlement 
to a payment. 

In September 2013, I published the report of the Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare 
on Extending Social Insurance Coverage for the self-employed.  The Group was asked to ex-
amine and report on issues involved in extending social insurance coverage for self-employed 
people in order to establish whether or not such cover is technically feasible and financially 
sustainable, with the requirement that any proposals for change must be cost neutral. 

The Group found that the current system of means tested jobseeker’s allowance payments 
adequately provides cover to self-employed people for the risks associated with unemploy-
ment.  In this context, the Group noted that almost 9 out of every 10 self-employed people who 
claimed the means tested jobseeker’s allowance during the three-year period from 2009 to 2011 
received payment.  Consequently, the Group was not convinced that there was a need for the 
extension of social insurance for the self-employed to provide cover for jobseeker’s benefit. 

The Group found that extending social insurance for the self-employed was warranted in 
cases related to long term sickness or injuries.  To this end, the Group recommended that class 
S benefits should be extended to provide cover for people who are permanently incapable of 
work, because of a long-term illness or incapacity, through the invalidity pension and the partial 
capacity benefit schemes.  The Group further recommended that the extension of social insur-
ance in this regard should be on a compulsory basis and that the rate of contribution for class S 
should be increased by at least 1.5 percentage points. 

This recommendation will require further consideration in conjunction with the findings of 
the most recent Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund which indicated that the self-
employed achieve better value for money compared to the employed when the comparison 
includes both employer and employee contributions in respect of the employed person. 

My colleagues in Government and I will reflect on the findings of the Advisory Group on 
this issue and will further consider the recommendations contained in the report taking into ac-
count future developments in terms of the budgetary and fiscal situation. 

17/09/2014WRD02700Fuel Allowance Payments

17/09/2014WRD02800112. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will consider offering recipients a choice of how they wish to receive the fuel allowance, either 
in a lump sum or on a weekly basis, in view of the fact that those with oil heating need to make 
a once off payment to fill a tank, preferably at the beginning of the winter months, which they 
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are generally unable to afford until they have accumulated a number of weekly payments; if 
this choice is not an option, the reason for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33955/14]

17/09/2014WRD02900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The national fuel 
allowance scheme assists householders on long-term social welfare with meeting the cost of 
their heating needs during the winter season.  The allowance represents a contribution towards a 
person’s normal heating expenses. It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  Fuel allowance 
is currently paid at €20 per week during the winter season.  Some 410,000 customers receive 
the fuel allowance at an annual cost of €208 million.  The allowance is subject to a means test 
and is paid only to those who live alone or with certain exempted people.   

Having examined the possibility of paying the fuel allowance as a lump sum it is clear that it 
could result in a number of difficulties for recipients. In particular, if the payment was given in 
advance as a lump sum, there could be significant over-payments if a recipient’s circumstances 
changed during the payment season.  If it was paid in arrears, it obviously would result in fur-
ther budgeting difficulties for individuals and their families.   

Many energy companies, including oil suppliers, provide budget facilities for making pay-
ment by monthly instalment over a period of time which allows people to plan and budget for 
fuel expenses.  I am satisfied that this arrangement is sufficient to meet the needs of customers.

17/09/2014WRD03000Invalidity Pensions Data

17/09/2014WRD03100113. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form the number of applications for invalidity pension for the years 2011, 
2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; the number of refusals of same; the number of appeals of same; 
the results of these appeals for those years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33976/14]

17/09/2014WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Table 1 shows the 
number of claims received, awarded and disallowed in the period requested. Unfortunately, it 
is not possible to identify, of the number awarded, how many were awarded in the first instance 
and how many were awarded following deciding officer review or appeal. 

Table 2 shows the data in respect of appeals received and decided in the same period, as 
reported by the Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

Table 1.  Invalidity Pension Claims Processed 2011 to August 2014

INVALIDITY PENSION CLAIMS

Year Received Awarded Disallowed Total decided
2011 14621 2107# 4697# 12829
2012 11510 6352** 11423 17775
2013 9640 9494** 9298 18792
2014* 6090 4760** 4304 9064
A breakdown of Invalidity claims awarded and disallowed is not available from Decem-

ber 2010-June 2011.  A dual payments system was in operation from December 2010 until all 
claims were migrated onto a new computer platform in May 2011.

# Breakdown for period June 2011 - December 2011 inclusive
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* 2014 figures up to 31 August

** The award figure includes applications initially awarded and applications that were 
awarded following a successful review/appeal.

Table 2.  Invalidity Pension Appeals 2011 to August 2014

- Appeals 
Re-
ceived(2)

Al-
lowed(3)

Partly Al-
lowed(4)

Revised 
DO Deci-
sion(4)

Disal-
lowed(5)

With-
drawn(6)

To-
tal(3-6)

2285 408 6 345 489 67 1315
(1) 4765 1031 4 474 430 52 1991
(2) 4501 3336 18 2243 1311 60 6968

1985 1783 9 430 619 30 2871

17/09/2014WRD03400Departmental Contracts

17/09/2014WRD03500114. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service her Department is a par-
ty to; if she will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrangement; 
the duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these administra-
tive arrangements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34009/14]

17/09/2014WRD03600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Having regard to the 
information and briefing material supplied on behalf of the Deputy, the Department does not 
have any such administrative arrangements in place.

  Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 49. 

17/09/2014WRD03800Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

17/09/2014WRD03900116. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if ADHD 
is classified as a disability when considering an application for domiciliary care allowance. 
[34020/14]

17/09/2014WRD04000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Domiciliary care 
allowance (DCA) is payable in respect of children under the age of 16 who have  a severe dis-
ability that requires care and attention substantially in excess of another child of the same age.  
The care and attention received must be given by another person, effectively full-time so that 
the child can deal with the normal activities of daily life.  The child must be likely to require 
this level of care and attention for at least 12 months. 

Eligibility for DCA is not decided on the medical or psychological condition, but on the 
resulting disability that necessitates the degree of extra care and attention required.  Each ap-
plication is assessed on an individual basis taking account of all the evidence submitted by the 
parent/guardian, including medical evidence and details on the additional care required by the 
child. Children with ADHD or any other condition, do not automatically qualify for a payment 
under the scheme, but are assessed on an individual basis taking account of the evidence sub-
mitted.

17/09/2014WRD04100Rent Supplement Scheme Administration
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17/09/2014WRD04200117. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
discretion can be applied for rent allowance when acceptance onto a social housing list is re-
fused because the applicant fails to meet the local authorities’ criteria, for a number of reasons 
(details supplied) but still has a housing need; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34032/14]

17/09/2014WRD04300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the 
rent supplement scheme is to provide short-term income support to assist with reasonable ac-
commodation costs of eligible people living in private rented accommodation who are unable to 
provide for their accommodation costs from their own resources. The overall aim is to provide 
short term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes oper-
ated by the Exchequer. There are currently approximately 73,800 rent supplement recipients for 
which the Government has provided over €344 million for 2014. 

It is a condition of rent supplement that a person must have been residing in private rented 
accommodation, or accommodation for homeless persons or an institution (or any combination 
of these) for a period of 183 days within the preceding 12 months of the date of claim for rent 
supplement. A person may also qualify for rent supplement where an assessment of housing 
need has been carried out and the person is deemed by a housing authority to be eligible for and 
in need of social housing support. 

In all other cases, a person who wishes to apply for rent supplement is referred, in the first 
instance, for an assessment of eligibility for social housing support by the housing authority. 
Only when the person has been assessed as being eligible for and in need of social housing 
support, does the person become eligible for consideration for rent supplement. The eligibil-
ity criteria used to determine whether a household is eligible for and in need of social housing 
support, are a matter for the housing authority and should be referred to the Department of the 
Environment, Community and Local Government.

The Department’s strategic policy direction is to transfer responsibility for recipients of rent 
supplement with a long-term housing need to local authorities under the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP). Officials are working closely with those in the lead Department of Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government, in introducing HAP on a phased basis, initially in 
Cork County, Limerick City and County and Waterford City and County from 15th September 
2014.

  Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 83.

17/09/2014WRD04700Household Benefits Scheme

17/09/2014WRD04800119. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will give consideration to restoring the funding for the telephone allowance component of the 
household benefits package; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34034/14]

17/09/2014WRD04900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The overall concern 
of Government in Budget 2014 and previous Budgets has been to protect the primary social 
welfare rates. The largest block of expenditure in the Department in the Estimate for 2014 is on 
pensions which will amount to €6.5 billion, or 33% of overall expenditure.  Because of demo-
graphic change the Department’s spending on older people is increasing year on year. In 2013, 
the Department had to make provision for an additional €190 million for the increasing number 
of pensioners. Maintaining the rate of the State pension and other core payments is critical in 
relation to protecting people from poverty. 
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The decision to discontinue the telephone allowance provided annual savings of €48 million 
and meant that the Department was able to retain the other elements of the household benefits 
package such as the electricity and gas allowance and the television licence. These are valuable 
supports for recipients. The Department will spend €230 million this year on these elements of 
the household benefits package for over 411,000 customers. 

The fuel allowance scheme and the free travel pass were also protected for older people and 
people with disabilities. The living alone allowance was maintained at €7.70 per week. 

As part of the household benefits package, a new water support payment of €25 every three 
months, will be introduced in January 2015 at an annual cost of €42 million.  Existing custom-
ers in receipt of household benefits will not have to make any additional application to receive 
the new payment.  The water support payment will be available for all those in receipt of house-
hold benefits, including those who make provision for their own water supply and sewerage and 
who will not be required to make payments to Irish Water.

The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government operates the seniors 
alert scheme which provides grant support for the supply of equipment such as personal alarms, 
smoke detectors and security lighting to enable older people without sufficient means to con-
tinue to live securely in their homes. The budget allocation for 2013 was €2.35 million. There 
has been no reduction in this funding in Budget 2014.

17/09/2014WRD05000Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

17/09/2014WRD05100120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
reason for the deduction of one parent family allowance payment in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34038/14]

17/09/2014WRD05200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned had been in receipt of a one-parent family payment from 21 June 2012.  As her youngest 
child was over 7 years old on 3 July 2014, she was no longer eligible for a one-parent family 
payment.  

The person concerned had also been in receipt of a half-rate carer’s allowance.  From 3 July 
2014 this has been increased to a full personal rate, with child dependant allowances.  Means 
appropriate to client’s circumstances have been deducted from this payment.

17/09/2014WRD05300Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

17/09/2014WRD05400121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
training allowance is payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [34042/14]

17/09/2014WRD05500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Where a client is in 
receipt of a relevant social welfare payment and is successful in acquiring a training place, a 
training allowance may be payable at the same rate of payment. Under 25 year olds may have 
their payment increased when partaking in training and education.

The availability of and access to training places is a matter in the first instance for my col-
league the Minister for Education and Skills, Deputy Jan O’Sullivan. 
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17/09/2014WRD05600Budget 2015

17/09/2014WRD05700122. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans in budget 2015 to fix an anomaly in the pension system where someone who is contractu-
ally obliged to retire at 65 only receives the jobseeker’s allowance until they turn 66; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34043/14]

17/09/2014WRD05800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Increasing State 
pension age and the abolition of the State pension (transition) are steps that have been taken to 
ensure the sustainability of pensions into the future.  The decision to reform State pension was 
taken in the context of changing demographics and the fact that people are living longer and 
healthier lives.  The  OECD report on the Review of the Irish Pension System confirms that 
the reforms that have been introduced are necessary if we are to continue to put pension provi-
sion on a sustainable footing given increased life expectancy, the deficit in the Social Insurance 
Fund, and the increasing cost of pensions into the future.

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 provides that State pension age will be increased 
gradually to 68 years. State pension age was increased to 66 and will increase further to 67 in 
2021 and 68 in 2028. 

This began in January 2014 with the abolition of the State pension (transition) available at 
65, thereby standardising State pension age for all at 66 years. The State pension (transition) 
was introduced in 1970 when it was known as the retirement pension. It was designed to bridge 
the gap between the standard social welfare pension age, which at that time was 70 years of age, 
and retirement age.  All short term social welfare schemes are payable to age 66. 

The main social welfare payment available to those who leave employment before pension 
age is jobseeker’s benefit. Persons aged between 65 and 66 years who qualify for a jobseeker’s 
benefit are generally entitled to receive payment up to the date on which they reach pensionable 
age (66 years). In the case of a jobseeker’s benefit recipient aged under 65 whose claim spans 
from one benefit year into another, a new relevant tax year requirement is not applied in the case 
of the job seekers entitlement relating to the second benefit year. A further provision states that 
3 waiting days do not have to be served for jobseekers assistance in the case of certain people 
aged between 65 and 66 years who have been in receipt of job seekers benefit within the past 
year. 

I was happy to be able to introduce new arrangements in Budget 2014 for older jobseekers, 
i.e., those aged 62 and over who have left work before reaching the State pension age of 66 and 
who wish to claim a jobseeker’s payment. With effect from 1 January 2014, fully unemployed 
jobseekers aged 62 or over will be placed on yearly signing and will be given the option of 
transferring to EFT payments. Furthermore, they will not be subject to mandatory activation 
measures or activation-related sanctions but may avail of employment support

The Deputy may wish to note there is no statutory compulsory retirement age for employ-
ees in Ireland.  Responsibility for setting retirement age is a matter for the employer/employee 
relationship and the contract of employment.

Finally, social welfare supports will continue to be available to those who need it most and 
where a person fails to meet the qualifying conditions of an insurance based scheme, a means 
tested assistance payment may be available provided they satisfy the qualifying conditions.

17/09/2014WRD05900Social Welfare Appeals
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17/09/2014WRD06000123. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
when a decision will be made on a social welfare appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34072/14]

17/09/2014WRD06100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an 
Appeals Officer who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 24th September 2014.  
The person concerned has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

17/09/2014WRD06200Pensions Legislation

17/09/2014WRD06300124. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will address the concerns regarding the Irish aviation superannuation scheme raised by a person 
(details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34079/14]

17/09/2014WRD06400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): While I am aware 
of the issues arising in relation to this scheme, you will appreciate that it is not appropriate for 
me to comment on developments relating to a particular pension scheme as these are a matter 
for the management of the company and the trustees of the pension scheme.

You will be aware that a number of changes were made to the Pensions Act in recent years 
to assist both the employers and the trustees of defined benefit pension schemes respond to the 
funding difficulties encountered by many schemes at this time.  The Pensions Act was amended 
in 2009 to broaden the options available to the trustees of a defined benefit pension scheme in 
any consideration of a restructure of scheme benefits under section 50 of the Act to include the 
benefits of deferred scheme members and post retirement increases in pension benefits. Prior to 
the 2009 Act, only the benefits of active scheme members could be considered in a restructure 
of scheme benefits.  The Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act 2013 further extended the op-
tions available to the trustees of a scheme to include a portion of benefits payable to pensioners. 

These changes essentially provide for the sharing of the risk of scheme underfunding across 
all scheme members. The issue of how these changes might be applied is a matter for the 
trustees of a scheme who are required under trust law to act in the best interests of all scheme 
beneficiaries. There are no plans to review this legislation further.

I understand that intense efforts have been made over the past months to resolve the issues 
arising in this scheme. These efforts included the introduction of legislation in the State Air-
ports (Shannon Group) Act, 2014 and an examination by an Expert Panel of the complex indus-
trial relations issues that remained to be resolved from the Labour Court recommendations.  I 
understand that the Expert Group engaged with all the parties involved during its investigations.

I recognise the difficult challenges facing all involved and I hope that a solution can be 
found to resolve the issues arising.

17/09/2014WRD06500Social Welfare Eligibility

17/09/2014WRD06600125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
arrangements being made to facilitate payment in the case of a person (details supplied) who 
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has not received their payments for months despite being registered as homeless with Kildare 
County Council which does not have any emergency accommodation available; the steps being 
taken to address their loss of income bearing in mind they have a child with special needs; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [34092/14]

17/09/2014WRD06700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As outlined in previ-
ous responses, the person concerned has been advised on more than one occasion to make an 
application to her Local Social Welfare Office in order to determine her entitlement to the one 
parent family payment.  There is no record of any contact having been made by the person con-
cerned with the Department since she received an emergency needs payment on 07/08/14.  The 
person concerned needs to engage with the Department if she wishes to have her entitlement to 
a payment assessed.

17/09/2014WRD06800Carer’s Allowance Appeals

17/09/2014WRD06900126. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34123/14]

17/09/2014WRD07000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on the 14th April 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought from the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office on the 28th July 2014 and the case was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on the 6th August 2014 who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

17/09/2014WRD07100Pensions Legislation

17/09/2014WRD07200127. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
if her attention has been drawn to the concerns of the deferred members of the Irish aviation 
superannuation scheme about the potential for a 60% cut in their pensions due to a provision 
in the 2009 Social Welfare and Pensions Act; the action she will take in order that the potential 
reduction of 60% does not happen; the communication she has had with either the IASS trustees 
or the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport regarding the potential cuts. [34183/14]

17/09/2014WRD07300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): While I am aware 
of the issues arising in relation to this scheme, you will appreciate that it is not appropriate for 
me to comment on issues relating to a particular pension scheme as these are a matter for the 
management of the company and the trustees of the pension scheme.

You will be aware that a number of changes were made to the Pensions Act in recent years 
to assist both the employers and the trustees of defined benefit pension schemes respond to the 
funding difficulties encountered by many schemes at this time.  The Pensions Act was amended 
in 2009 to broaden the options available to the trustees of a defined benefit pension scheme in 
any consideration of a restructure of scheme benefits under section 50 of the Act to include the 
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benefits of deferred scheme members and post retirement increases in pension benefits.  Prior to 
the 2009 Act, only the benefits of active scheme members could be considered in a restructure 
of scheme benefits. The Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act 2013 further extended the op-
tions available to the trustees of a scheme to include a portion of benefits payable to pensioners. 
These changes essentially provide for the sharing of the risk of scheme underfunding across all 
scheme members. The issue of how these changes might be applied is a matter for the trustees 
of a scheme who are required under trust law to act in the best interests of all scheme benefi-
ciaries. 

I understand that intense efforts have been made over the past months to resolve the issues 
arising in this scheme. These efforts included the introduction of legislation in the State Air-
ports (Shannon Group) Act, 2014 and an examination by an Expert Panel of the complex indus-
trial relations issues that remained to be resolved from the Labour Court recommendations.  I 
understand that the Expert Group engaged with all the parties involved during its investigations.

I recognise the difficult challenges facing all involved and I hope that a solution can be 
found to resolve the issues arising.

17/09/2014WRD07400Free Travel Scheme Review

17/09/2014WRD07500128. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protec-
tion if she will allocate funding support to the provider and licence holder of the Buncrana, 
County Donegal, to Derry city bus route to reinstate the rights of the elderly and disabled free 
bus pass holders who avail of the service in view of the distress and financial strain caused to 
the elderly and disabled who rely on this route. [34198/14]

17/09/2014WRD07600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The free travel 
scheme permits free travel on most CIE public transport services, Luas and a range of services 
offered by some 90 private operators in various parts of the country for those eligible under the 
scheme.  There are currently in excess of 780,000 customers with direct eligibility.

My Department appreciates the important role that free travel plays in promoting social 
inclusion and preventing the isolation of elderly people. However, all of the schemes operated 
by this Department, including free travel, were examined in the context of the Comprehensive 
Review of Expenditure and continue to be kept under review given the on-going need for sav-
ings. The Review continues to inform decisions in relation to future spending while striving to 
ensure that priority is given to the elderly and disabled.  

Under the programme for National Recovery 2011-2014 introduced by the previous Gov-
ernment, expenditure on the free travel scheme was frozen at 2010 levels for the duration of 
the plan leaving a provision for the scheme of €77 million per annum.  As a result of this, the 
Department is not in a position to consider new applications or indeed requests from existing 
operators for increased payments under the Scheme.

However, given the increasing number of recipients and the funding pressures, the Minister 
for Transport, Tourism and Sport and I have established a working group with representatives 
from the two Departments, as well as the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
the National Transport Authority to review the free travel scheme. The work of this group is 
expected to conclude shortly.

17/09/2014WRE00075Disability Allowance Appeals
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17/09/2014WRE00100129. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
determination will be made on an appeal for disability allowance in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34204/14]

17/09/2014WRE00200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the avail-
able evidence, has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary 
decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

17/09/2014WRE00275Exceptional Needs Payments

17/09/2014WRE00300130. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of successful applications for exceptional needs payments in the Dublin 15 and 24 areas 
in the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and the amount that was paid in these years 
and these areas. [34216/14]

17/09/2014WRE00400151. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
expenditure on exceptional needs payments in each year since 2010, including 2014 to the end 
of August; the reasons for the changes in the amount paid; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [34508/14]

17/09/2014WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 130 and 151 together.

Under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a 
single exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off and unforeseen ex-
penditure which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  
The Government has provided €31.3m for ENPs in 2014.

There is no automatic entitlement to a payment.  The ENP scheme is demand led and pay-
ments are made at the discretion of the officers administering the scheme taking into account 
the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant circumstances of the case in order to 
ensure that the payments target those most in need of assistance.  Examples of the main types of 
needs that are met under the scheme include assistance towards new house kit-outs, funeral and 
burial expenses, the purchase of household appliances, clothing and child related items such as 
cots and prams.

A review of the guidelines on exceptional needs payments was carried out during 2012 by 
a working group of staff from the Department’s community welfare service.  One of the rec-
ommendations emanating from this review was to address the different approaches taken, in 
different areas, to the payment of ENPs.  This review has been used as a basis for revised guide-
lines that issued to staff in 2012 and 2013, recommending maximum amounts payable under 
the scheme for a variety of household and personal items, to ensure consistency with regard to 
payment levels on a national basis.

These guidelines assist Departmental staff and do not limit the discretionary powers avail-
able to officers administering the scheme to assist an individual or household in any particular 
hardship situation which may arise.  Officials in the Department continue to review the issue of 
payments under the ENP scheme to ensure consistency and fairness.
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The number of ENP payments and expenditure for Dublin 15 and Dublin 24 for the years 
2011 to 2014 are set out in the following tabular statement.  The tabular statement also sets out 
national ENP expenditure for the period 2010 to end of August 2014.

Tabular Statement

Exceptional Needs Payments - Numbers of Payments and Expenditure

- DUBLIN 15 DUBLIN 15 DUBLIN 24 DUBLIN 24 NATIONAL
YEAR No. of Pay-

ments
Expenditure No. of Pay-

ments
Expenditure Expenditure

2010  -  -  -  - €69.4m
2011 3,944 €1.2m 4,905 €1.7m €62.6m
2012 6,527 €2.6m 7,426 €2.3m €52.7m
2013 4,735 €1.3m 3,505 €1.4m €35.7m 
2014 (to end 
August)

2,493 €0.7m 1,808 €0.7m €19.2m

Note 1: Dublin area details are available from May 2011.

17/09/2014WRE00550Pensions Reform

17/09/2014WRE00600131. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
views on findings in the OECD pensions report (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34283/14]

17/09/2014WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The various find-
ings and recommendations contained in the OECD Review of the Irish Pensions System and 
published last year remain under consideration and continue to inform our development of pen-
sions policy.

The OECD recommended that the single greatest goal in Irish pension policy should be to 
increase pension coverage through the introduction of a mandatory or quasi mandatory earn-
ings related scheme and/or by improving financial incentives.  This key recommendation was 
aimed at improving the adequacy of pensions by increasing coverage in the funded part of the 
pensions system.

Changing demographics will see the ratio of working age to pensioner reduce from 5.3 to 1 
to 2.1 to 1 by 2060 and will result in significant upward pressure on the State finances which are 
required to fund pension provision.  Therefore, there is a need to encourage a long-term savings 
habit by individuals to supplement income from the State pension for those who will otherwise 
not be in a position to enjoy standards of living in retirement similar to those in pre-retirement.

Against this backdrop and in line with the OECD key recommendation and with the Pro-
gramme for Government, the recent 2014-2016 Statement of Priorities confirmed that the Gov-
ernment will agree a roadmap and timeline for the introduction of a new, universal supplemen-
tary pension saving scheme.  This decision has been taken in response to the adequacy and 
sustainability challenges in the Irish pensions system which has become an increasing concern 
in recent years.  Development of this roadmap for a universal pension over the course of 2015 
will involve detailed consideration of policy and operational parameters, and will include co-
operation across a range of Government departments and engagement with all sectoral interests.

A range of other reforms, consistent with the recommendations of the OECD Review, have 
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recently been undertaken or are currently being undertaken.  These include, (but are not limited 
to) –

The State Pension 

- the OECD noted that Ireland’s raising of the State pension age to 66 from 2014, 67 in 2021 
and to 68 in 2028 will bring increased sustainability to the pension system and recognised that 
by international comparison Ireland was ‘ahead of the curve’ in already making hard decisions 
in this area;

- The OECD indicated that the link between social insurance contributions and benefits ob-
tained from the State pension is weak and should be strengthened.  In this regard it noted that 
in April 2012 Ireland began to strengthen this link with the introduction of new rate bands and 
required level of contributions;

- The OECD further noted that this link between contributions and benefits will be further 
strengthened by the planned introduction of the ‘Total Contributions’ approach in 2020

Occupational/Supplementary Pensions

- The OECD referred to the existing tax deferral structure providing greater incentives for 
those with higher incomes to save for retirement.  As committed to in the Programme for Gov-
ernment, the Government subsequently took the necessary measures to cap taxpayers subsidy 
for all future pensions schemes that deliver income in retirement of more than €60,000;

- The OECD recommended reform that would allow for accrued benefits to be cut in the 
case of Defined Benefit (DB) scheme underfunding and for risks to be shared between plan 
members and pensioners, as well as plan sponsors.  The Government subsequently introduced 
the Social Welfare and Pensions (No) 2 Act 2013 which provides for a fairer distribution of the 
assets amongst all members when an underfunded DB pension scheme is in wind up;

- In line with the OECD recommendation to strengthen the Irish legislation regarding the 
protection of DB plan members when plans wind up, the Social Welfare and Pensions (No) 
2 Act 2013 provides further protection to members of a double insolvency (scheme and em-
ployer) in the form of a State guarantee where all of the beneficiaries of the scheme (pension-
ers, current employees and former employees, not yet retired) will receive at least 50% of their 
benefits.  Existing defined benefit pensions in payment in such schemes will be 100% protected 
up to €12,000;

 - Provisions within the Social Welfare and Pensions (No) 2 Act 2013 facilitated the Pen-
sions Authority (PA) introducing tighter regulation to protect DB scheme members.  This en-
tails refusing to accept funding proposals from schemes with less than 50% funding and forc-
ing schemes to take actions to address their very poor funding situations.  It allows the PA 
impose additional obligations to ensure significantly underfunded schemes achieve a base level 
of funding in the short term.

In relation to public service pension provision, whilst this is a policy area proper to my col-
league the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform Brendan Howlin T.D., it is worth noting 
that the OECD referred to the many important changes to public service pension provision in 
recent years and highlighted that in terms of public service pension reform Ireland ‘belonged 
to the group of more advanced countries in this area”.  This analysis by the OECD did not in-
clude the subsequent pension savings achieved by the Government under the Haddington Road 
Agreement.

Restructuring of the Pensions Board 
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In Qtr 1 2014, the governance of the Pensions Board (17 paid members) was restructured.  
This followed a Government decision on the recommendations of the Critical Review Group 
provided for by the Public Service Reform Programme.  The new structure accommodates two 
distinct arms consisting of:

- a three-person Pensions Authority, comprised of an independent chair and 2 ex officio 
members of government bodies, to provide operational oversight of pensions regulation.  The 
Pensions Board changed name to the Pensions Authority.  The new governance structure com-
menced in March 2014 comprising a senior official from each of the Departments of Social Pro-
tection and Finance, and the re-appointment of the former Chairperson of the Pensions Board 
as Chairperson of the Authority; and

- a separate unpaid Pensions Council, with a majority of members representing consumer 
interests, which will advise the Minister on pensions policy.  The selection of candidates for 
positions on the Council is underway and will be completed shortly.

Merger of the Office of the Pensions Ombudsman with the Financial Services Om-
budsman 

- A Steering Group has been established and work is under way to progress the merger rec-
ommended in the Critical Review.  The timeline for implementation has yet to be fully finalised 
but it is hoped to complete the merger by mid-2015.  Legislation will be required to effect the 
merger between the two offices.

17/09/2014WRE00750Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

17/09/2014WRE00800132. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
when a decision will be made in respect of an application for domiciliary care allowance in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13. [34299/14]

17/09/2014WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 9th July 
2014.  This application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for 
their medical opinion.  Upon receipt of this opinion, a decision will be made and notified to the 
person concerned.  It can currently take over 10 weeks to process an application for DCA.

17/09/2014WRE00950Departmental Staff Training

17/09/2014WRE01000133. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will increase training provision for deciding officers working in her Department. [34344/14]

17/09/2014WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Deciding officer 
training is delivered throughout all business areas that process social welfare claims in Head-
quarter Buildings and the network of Intreo/local office centres.  The training comprises a blend 
of formal classroom based training and on-the-job mentoring and is provided by full and part-
time trainers in business divisions and Intreo offices.  These trainers are supported from the 
Department’s central training area, Staff Development Unit.

As part of the rollout of the Intreo service to the Department’s office network, a training 
needs analysis is carried out for each office and, where needs are identified, deciding officer 
training is provided to all relevant staff.  In addition, all deciding officer training requirements 
identified as part of the Performance Management Development System (PMDS) process are 
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notified to the relevant training area to plan and deliver such training.

During 2014, the Department has undertaken a major project to review and redesign train-
ing in the functions performed by frontline roles in the Department, including deciding officers.  
The newly developed deciding officer training modules will be rolled out in 2015.  The ultimate 
objective of this project is to develop a formal programme to provide staff with a suite of con-
sistent, professional standard, accredited training which will equip them with the knowledge 
and technical skills to perform their roles to a high standard.

Formal classroom-based deciding officer training was delivered to 232 officers in 2013 and, 
to date in 2014, 240 officers have received such training.

17/09/2014WRE01150Social Welfare Appeals

17/09/2014WRE01200134. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the number of social welfare appellants who requested an oral hearing of their appeals in the 
years 2013 and to date in 2014; and the number of these requests which were granted resulting 
in an oral hearing of the appeals. [34346/14]

17/09/2014WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office that statistics are not maintained in respect of the number of ap-
pellants who request oral hearings and it is not in a position, therefore, to supply the information 
sought by the Deputy.  Social Welfare legislation provides that an Appeals Officer may deter-
mine an appeal without an oral hearing where s/he is of the opinion that it can be determined 
fairly on the basis of the documentary evidence provided.  However, I am advised that where an 
appellant requests an oral hearing, the request is generally granted unless the Appeals Officer 
is of the opinion that the appeal can be allowed on a summary basis, or where there is clearly 
nothing to be gained by granting an oral hearing, for example where the appeal question relates 
to contribution conditions or means and the underlying means or contribution figures are not 
disputed.

28,062 appeals were finalised by Appeals Officers in 2013, and of these 7,598 (27.1%) were 
decided following an oral appeal hearing.  Of the 17,828 appeals finalised between 1 January 
and 31 August 2014, 5,354 (30%) were following an oral appeal hearing.

17/09/2014WRE01350Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRE01400135. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the correct amount of rent support payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34355/14]

17/09/2014WRE01500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The client has made 
an application for Rent Supplement for his current rental accommodation.  The client has been 
advised the current rent payable is well in excess of the maximum limit appropriate to his fam-
ily composition and location which is €575.  Should he secure a rent reduction or source alter-
native accommodation, the client’s Rent Supplement entitlement can be re-assessed.

17/09/2014WRE01550Pension Provisions

17/09/2014WRE01600136. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
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will provide in tabular form, the number of individuals resident in the State and in receipt of UK 
state pensions for each of the following years, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013, based on infor-
mation provided to her Department by the UK Department for Work and Pensions.  [34383/14]

17/09/2014WRE01700137. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide in tabular form, an analysis of the gross value of UK state pensions received by 
residents here for each of the years 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013, based on information 
provided to the Department by the UK Department for Work and Pensions.  [34384/14]

17/09/2014WRE01800138. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide in tabular form, the number of individuals resident by county and in receipt of UK 
state pensions for 2012 and 2013, based on information provided to the Department by the UK 
Department for Work and Pensions.  [34385/14]

17/09/2014WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 136 to 138, inclusive, together.

Under a Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Social Protection 
(DSP) and the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) in the UK, the DSP has received in-
formation from the DWP regarding their clients, with addresses in the Republic of Ireland, who 
are in receipt of United Kingdom welfare payments.

This information is used solely to identify mutual customers, that is, persons in receipt of a 
UK welfare payment who are also in receipt of a “top-up” Irish non-contributory welfare pay-
ment.  Under the Memorandum of Understanding information is only maintained on mutual 
customers.  As a result the information requested by the Deputy on the total number of individu-
als resident in the State and in receipt of UK State Pensions for each of the following years, 
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013, along with an analysis of the gross value of UK State Pension 
for those years and county details for 2012 and 2013 is not available to the Department.

According to the DWP website the following are the number of DWP clients with addresses 
in the Republic of Ireland who are in receipt of UK welfare payments.

Year: 2009 (Nov) 2010 (Nov) 2011 (Nov) 2012 (Nov) 2013 (Nov)
Per DWP 
website:

115,630 121,400 125,530 128,860 132,070

17/09/2014WRE01950Pension Provisions

17/09/2014WRE02000139. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide in tabular form, the number of individuals resident in the State and in receipt of 
US social security pensions for each of the years, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013, based on 
information requested from or provided by the US social security system. [34386/14]

17/09/2014WRE02100140. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide in tabular form, the number of individuals resident in the State and in receipt of 
state social security pensions from other EU members, Australia and Canada for 2011, 2012 
and 2013 based on information, provided by or requested from the social security authorities of 
those other states. [34387/14]

17/09/2014WRE02200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 139 and 140 together.

The information requested by the Deputy is not available to my Department.  Details of an 
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individual’s income and assets (including any state pensions they may receive from other coun-
tries) are only required by my Department where that person makes an application for a social 
assistance scheme for which a means test must be satisfied.

17/09/2014WRE02250Social Welfare Code

17/09/2014WRE02300141. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to set up an actuarial unit within her Department, staffed by qualified actuaries to ensure 
that reliable independent information is available to her Department in making informed deci-
sions on the setting of both contributions and rates of benefit in the future. [34389/14]

17/09/2014WRE02400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I do not have any 
proposals to set up an Actuarial Unit within my Department staffed by qualified actuaries.  

Staff in the various areas in my Department who are engaged in the formulation of the 
various Budget proposals and ongoing review of schemes have access to a very wide range of 
information.  Staff work closely with the Statistics Unit in my Department and also with the 
relevant areas in the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform to ensure that 
all proposals are based on the most up to date information available.   

Section 10 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 requires that the Minister for So-
cial Protection undertakes an actuarial review of the Social Insurance Fund at five year inter-
vals.  The Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund at 31 December 2010, carried out by 
KPMG Actuarial Services and which was completed during 2012, examined the position of the 
Fund at the end of 2010.

The 2010 review was undertaken to update the results of the 2005 review taking into ac-
count policy and demographic changes in the period since the previous review was undertaken.  
In particular, it provided updated projections in relation to income and expenditure and also 
break-even contributions rates.  The period of the review was 56 years from 2011 to 2066 inclu-
sive.  The evidence from the review was used to inform the decision making process in relation 
to various Budgets and other policy proposals.  One of the deliverables from the 2010 Review 
was the provision of a model to the Department which would enable the long-term costing and 
assessment of possible policy changes.  I am satisfied that this model together with all the other 
sources of relevant information available to my officials enables us to make informed decisions 
on the setting of both contributions and rates of benefit on an ongoing basis.

Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 50.

  Questions Nos. 143 and 144 answered with Question No. 53.

  Question No. 145 answered with  No. 77.

17/09/2014WRE02750Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

17/09/2014WRE02800146. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the posi-
tion regarding a domiciliary care allowance review in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34440/14]

17/09/2014WRE02900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
domiciliary care allowance was received from the person concerned on the 22nd January 2014.  
The application was not allowed as the child was not considered to satisfy the qualifying condi-
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tions for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 31st March 2014 advising of the decision.

The person concerned subsequently requested a review of the decision and supplied addi-
tional information on two occasions.  Her application was reviewed by different Medical As-
sessors, once on the 22nd May 2014 and the other on the 10th September.  Having examined all 
the information supplied, the medical assessors advised that in their opinion the child was not 
medically eligible for the allowance.

Having reviewed the application in its entirety, the deciding officer considered that a revi-
sion of the original decision was not warranted and confirmed this in writing on the 12th Sep-
tember 2014.  The person concerned has also been advised of her right to appeal the decision to 
the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

17/09/2014WRE02950Household Benefits Scheme

17/09/2014WRE03000147. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will provide the total amounts awarded under the telephone allowance portion of the house-
hold benefits package for each year of its operation until its abolition; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [34441/14]

17/09/2014WRE03100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Telephone Al-
lowance was discontinued with effect from 01 Jan 2014.  The costs of the Telephone Allowance 
scheme had risen each year previously until the allowance amount had changed and the number 
of eligible customers had increased significantly.  In 2007 there were some 316,000 people re-
ceiving the Telephone Allowance, at the end of 2013 there are almost 400,000, an increase of 
24%.  Each year almost 10,000 extra customers became eligible for the allowance because of 
the increased number of pension recipients.

In recent years the nature of the telephone market has been transformed with deregulation, 
mobile services and bundled services including television, broadband and telephone.  The origi-
nal notion of an allowance covering handset rental, standing charges and a number of calls is 
now somewhat outdated.  There is a wide variety of deals available.  For example, it is possible 
to get a standard pay-as-you-go brand name mobile telephone for as little as €19.99 in large 
retailers.

Therefore, on examining the Household Benefits Scheme, I felt that retaining the other ele-
ments of the package such as the Electricity/Gas Allowance and the Television Licence as far 
as possible would be more valuable to recipients.  My Department is also protecting the Free 
Travel pass for older people and people with disabilities.

My Department will spend an estimated €229,880,000 in 2014 on the remaining elements 
of the Household Benefits Package for over 400,000 customers.

Telephone Expenditure for 2004-2013

Year 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Telephone 
allowance 
payments 
in mil-
lions

85,697 89,143 90,333 98,855 112,190 120,180 118,579 111,961 113,772 52,227

17/09/2014WRE03150Social Welfare Benefits
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17/09/2014WRE03200148. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
maintain the funding for farm assist in the forthcoming budget; if she will restore income and 
child disregards to their pre-budget 2013 levels and assess the means test on the current income 
position rather than on a historical 12 month basis; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [34446/14]

17/09/2014WRE03300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Farm Assist is a 
means-tested income support scheme for farmers.  To qualify for Farm Assist, a person must 
be a farmer, farming land in the State, aged between 18 and 66 and satisfy a means test.  There 
were just over 10,300 recipients of farm assist at end December last and nearly €99.5 million 
was spent on the scheme in 2013.

The farm assist scheme is based on jobseeker’s allowance and was introduced in 1999 to re-
place ‘Smallholders Unemployment Assistance’ for low income farmers.  Farm assist recipients 
retain all the advantages of the jobseeker’s allowance scheme such as retention of secondary 
benefits and access to activation programmes.

Recent changes to the scheme have brought it into closer alignment with the jobseeker’s 
allowance scheme’s treatment of self-employed persons.

The assessment of means for the purpose of qualifying for farm assist is designed to reflect 
the actual net income from farming.  Income and expenditure figures for the preceding year are 
generally used as an indicator of the expected position in the following year.  However, account 
is taken of any exceptional circumstances so as to ensure that the assessment accurately reflects 
the current situation.

Farm assist is a flexible payment and any farmer experiencing lower levels of income or 
cash-flow issues can ask his/her local social welfare/Intreo office to review the level of means 
applying to their claim.

The scheme, including the recent changes, is kept under review.  Any changes to the scheme 
would be a matter for Government to consider in a budgetary context.

  Question No. 149 answered with Question No. 74.

  Question No. 150 answered with Question No. 48.

  Question No. 151 answered with Question No. 130.

17/09/2014WRE03550Rural Social Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRE03600152. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to cap the period a participant can remain on the rural social scheme to three years; if this 
is under consideration; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34537/14]

17/09/2014WRE03700153. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will double the number of places on the rural social scheme from its current number of 2600 
to 5200 as the RSS continues to be a vital support to low income farmers in areas where job 
opportunities are limited; if she will ensure that the ongoing review of this scheme will allow 
for flexibility in implementation as the training requirements of a social employment scheme in 
agriculture differ from those in more general employment; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [34600/14]

17/09/2014WRE03800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 152 and 153 together.

The rural social scheme provides income support for farmers and those engaged in fishing 
who have an entitlement to specified social welfare payments.  Participants are engaged for 19½ 
hours per week to provide certain services of benefit to rural communities.  The scheme cur-
rently provides work opportunities for around 2,600 participants and 130 supervisory staff.  The 
funds allocated for 2014 amount to €45 million.  This level of funding will allow the scheme to 
continue along the same lines in 2014 as in previous years but does not allow for the recruitment 
above the numbers stated above.

As with all schemes, the Department is required to ensure that the RSS remains effective, 
provides value for money and is in line with other Government policies.  A Focused Policy As-
sessment on the scheme was carried out by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
and the results were published earlier this year.  The Department is examining the conclusions 
made in the Assessment, together with the recommendations contained in the Review of Em-
ployment Support Schemes which was published by the Department in 2013.  This is with a 
view to determining the measures that need to be implemented to improve the delivery and 
focus of the RSS, whilst ensuring continued support for the provision of services across rural 
areas.

The operation of the rural social scheme is governed by a comprehensive set of rules which 
are revised on an on-going basis as a result of changes in the operating environment and the 
introduction of, or changes to, other schemes or other conditions that impact on the scheme’s 
operations.

17/09/2014WRE03850Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

17/09/2014WRE03900154. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
when jobseeker’s allowance will reissue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34616/14]

17/09/2014WRE04000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseekers al-
lowance of the person concerned was suspended on the 17/07/2014 as the Department became 
aware that she was no longer at her address.  She last received a payment from the Community 
Welfare Service in Celbridge on 07/08/2014.  The person concerned should provide proof of her 
current address to her local social welfare office and a review of her claim will be undertaken 
as soon as possible.  If the person concerned is currently homeless she should contact her local 
Community Welfare Officer who will discuss her options with her.

17/09/2014WRE04050Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRE04100155. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the reason rent support has been stopped in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; if rent support will be reinstated as a matter of urgency. [34645/14]

17/09/2014WRE04200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Following a review 
of the client’s rent supplement in September 2013, his rent was found to be in excess of the 
maximum rent limit applicable to his family composition and location.  The client was allotted 
the statutory duration of 13 weeks and an additional 10 weeks, until 31 March 2014, to have his 
rent reduced or seek alternative accommodation.
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Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 53.

Question No. 157 answered with Question No. 48.

Question No. 158 answered with Question No. 74.

17/09/2014WRF00100Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

17/09/2014WRF00200159. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
progress to date in respect of determination of application for domiciliary care allowance in the 
case of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [34724/14]

17/09/2014WRF00300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned was notified on the 15th September 2014 that her domiciliary care allowance application 
was successful and that the allowance has been awarded from 1st July 2014.

Payment of the allowance, along with arrears due, will be available in the nominated bank 
account on the 21st October 2014 and on the third Tuesday of each month thereafter.

Question No. 160 withdrawn.

17/09/2014WRF00500Household Benefits Scheme

17/09/2014WRF00600161. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will permit recipients of carer’s benefit to receive the household benefit package; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [34738/14]

17/09/2014WRF00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The household ben-
efits package comprises the electricity/gas allowance (€35 per month) and the free television 
licence scheme (€160 per annum).  From 2015 it will also include a quarterly water support 
payment of €25.  The household benefits package is paid to some 411,000 customers, with ex-
penditure estimated at €230 million for 2014.

The household benefits package was envisaged as a way of providing some additional sup-
port for those who are elderly or on long-term welfare payments.

As carer’s benefit is not a long-term scheme, household benefits are not payable.  I am not 
in a position to consider extending the household benefits scheme beyond the current group of 
qualifying payments.

Question No. 162 withdrawn.

17/09/2014WRF00900Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme

17/09/2014WRF01000163. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will review the Social Welfare Act 2009 and examine the possibility of reversing the impact of 
the Act on the Irish aviation superannuation scheme deferred members; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [34802/14]
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17/09/2014WRF01100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): While I am aware 
of the issues arising in relation to this scheme, you will appreciate that it is not appropriate for 
me to comment on developments relating to a particular pension scheme as these are a matter 
for the management of the company and the trustees of the pension scheme.

You will be aware that a number of changes were made to the Pensions Act in recent years 
to assist both the employers and the trustees of defined benefit pension schemes respond to the 
funding difficulties encountered by many schemes at this time.  The Pensions Act was amended 
in 2009 to broaden the options available to the trustees of a defined benefit pension scheme in 
any consideration of a restructure of scheme benefits under section 50 of the Act to include the 
benefits of deferred scheme members and post retirement increases in pension benefits.  Prior to 
the 2009 Act, only the benefits of active scheme members could be considered in a restructure 
of scheme benefits.  The Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act 2013 further extended the op-
tions available to the trustees of a scheme to include a portion of benefits payable to pensioners.

These changes essentially provide for the sharing of the risk of scheme underfunding across 
all scheme members.  The issue of how these changes might be applied is a matter for the 
trustees of a scheme who are required under trust law to act in the best interests of all scheme 
beneficiaries.

There are no plans to review this legislation further.

17/09/2014WRF01200Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

17/09/2014WRF01300164. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
her plans to extend eligibility to community employment schemes for those in part-time em-
ployment, in view of the fact that without additional work skills many cannot secure full-time 
employment or increase chances of more opportunities; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [34806/14]

17/09/2014WRF01400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are no plans 
to extend eligibility to community employment (CE) schemes for those in regular part-time 
employment, as the aim of community employment is to enhance the employability and mobil-
ity of long-term unemployed from the Live Register and other specified disadvantaged persons 
through work experience and training.  A person can engage in limited part-time or casual work 
and still qualify for CE provided they have cumulative breaks off the Live Register for 30 days 
or less in the 12-month CE qualifying period.  Persons who are in part-time employment can 
access other training supports and upskilling interventions via their local Education and Train-
ing Board, SOLAS or Skillsnet.  Their local Intreo Office can provide advice on the options 
available.

17/09/2014WRF01500Invalidity Pension Appeals

17/09/2014WRF01600165. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the posi-
tion regarding a social welfare appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County West-
meath in relation to the refusal of their application for invalidity pension; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [34831/14]

17/09/2014WRF01700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 22nd August 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
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evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the appeal in question 
will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 166 answered with Question No. 74.

17/09/2014WRF01900Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRF02000167. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the total number of new appointments made in her Department and those under her remit since 
March 2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed dur-
ing the period. [35126/14]

17/09/2014WRF02100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy will 
be aware there is currently a moratorium on recruitment across the civil and public service.  
Also, like all other Government Departments, the Department has to operate within an employ-
ment control framework (ECF) target determined by the Minster for Public Expenditure and 
Reform.  Therefore, the only source available to the Department to fill critical vacancies is from 
redeployment and transfer of staff from other Government Departments and the wider Public 
Service.

As an exemption to the moratorium the Department received sanction to recruit externally 
to appoint Medical Assessors.  In addition, a small number of Tánaiste and Minister of State’s 
Office staff appointed to the Department are classified as new entrants.

Tables 1 – 4  detail the permanent staff (posts) appointed to the Department and the Agen-
cies for the years 2011 to 2014.

TABLE 1: EXTERNAL PERMANENT STAFF APPOINTED TO DSP

Category Grade 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Transfers & Rede-
ployments

ASEC ** 1.00 1.00 2.00 0.00 4.00

PO 3.00 1.00 1.00 0.00 5.00
 Medical 

Assessor
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

 AP 6.60 3.00 4.00 0.00 13.60
 AO 2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.00
 HEO 23.33 9.00 4.00 1.00 37.33
 EO 52.13 52.00 16.00 1.00 121.13
 SO 7.80 14.10 5.00 1.00 27.90
 CO 68.20 94.53 15.00 18.90 196.63
 SVO 1.00 3.00 0.00 0.00 4.00
 Tánaiste’s 

Special Advisor
0.00 0.00 0.00 2.00 2.00
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Category Grade 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
 Tánaiste’s Personal As-

sistant
0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 1.00

Minister’s Personal Sec-
retary

1.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

Min of State Personal As-
sistant

0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 1.00

 Min of State Personal 
Secretary

0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 1.00

 Total 166.06 177.63 47.00 26.90 417.59
New Entrants Medical Assessor 3.00 3.00 5.00 5.60 16.60

Minister’s Special Advisor 2.00 0.00 1.00 0.00 3.00
 Minister’s Personal As-

sistant
1.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

 Minister’s Personal Sec-
retary

0.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

Minister’s Civilian Driver 2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.00
 Min of State Civilian 

Driver
0.00 0.00 0.00 2.00 2.00

 Total 8.00 4.00 6.00 7.60 25.60
Grand Total  174.06 181.63 53.00 34.50 443.19
** 1 A/Sec appointed in 2012, and 1 A/Sec appointed in 2013, both transferred in following 

promotion competition

TABLE 2: PERMANENT STAFF APPOINTED TO CITIZENS INFORMATION BOARD

Category Grade 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Transfers & PO 0.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00
Redeployment       
 Total 0.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

TABLE 3: PERMANENT STAFF APPOINTED TO PENSIONS AUTHORITY

Category Grade 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
New Entrants PO 1.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00
 AP 3.00 0.00 1.00 0.00 4.00
 HEO 1.00 3.00 0.00 0.00 4.00
 EO 2.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 3.00
 CO 3.00 2.00 2.00 5.00 12.00
 Total 10.00 6.00 3.00 5.00 24.00

TABLE 4: PERMANENT STAFF APPOINTED TO PENSIONS

Category Grade 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Transfers & Redeployments PO 1.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

AP 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Category Grade 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
 HEO 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 2.00
 EO 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
 CO 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
 Total 2.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 3.00

17/09/2014WRF02200Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRF02300168. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in her Department on career 
break at the time of the Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old 
positions; of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the 
number who availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their 
employment; the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after 
being on redeployment lists of over one year; and if she will consider someone on a redeploy-
ment list eligible for benefits; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35150/14]

17/09/2014WRF02400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Entitlement to re-
sume duty following a career break has always been subject to there being a fillable vacancy 
in the relevant organisation.  In this regard the Haddington Road Agreement has had no direct 
impact on employees seeking to resume duty at the end of their career break.  Since the com-
mencement of the Haddington Road Agreement, other factors such as staffing level restrictions 
have impacted on the Department’s ability to facilitate the return to work of a small number of 
staff following the expiration of their career breaks.

Nine staff members were placed on the Redeployment Panel, as the Department was not 
in a position to facilitate their return to work when their career break ended.  Two were subse-
quently facilitated in securing positions in the Houses of the Oireachtas.  Two employees were 
re-employed in supernumerary positions in the Department.  The remaining five employees 
have returned to positions within the Department.

Entitlement to schemes is based on the criteria of the scheme and is subject to the qualifica-
tion conditions.  Each case is decided upon by a Deciding Officer.

  Question No. 169 answered with Question No. 56.

17/09/2014WRF02600Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

17/09/2014WRF02700170. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when an 
application for domiciliary care allowance will be finalised in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32904/14]

17/09/2014WRF02800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned was notified on the 24th June 2014 that his domiciliary care allowance application was 
successful and that the allowance has been awarded from 1st March 2014.

The first payment of the allowance, along with arrears due, issued on 15th July 2014.

17/09/2014WRF02900Employment Support Services
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17/09/2014WRF03000171. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the posi-
tion regarding the procurement of third party providers of employment services for the JobPath 
programme which had a deadline of 28 February 2014 for the receipt of tenders; if the tender 
evaluation process has been completed; the numbers of tenders that were received nationally 
and in each area; the tender applications that were successful in each area; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [32975/14]

17/09/2014WRF03100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The process of eval-
uating these tenders is a confidential process and is being conducted in accordance with EU 
and national public procurement rules.  As a result, no information in relation to the tenders or 
tenderers will be released during the process.

17/09/2014WRF03200Water Charges Introduction

17/09/2014WRF03300172. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance if the forthcoming water 
charges will be chargeable to VAT, and if so at what rate, or will they be zero rated, or exempted; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33011/14]

17/09/2014WRF03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The supply of water by local authori-
ties and Irish Water is exempt from VAT.  This VAT exemption applies to all supplies of water, 
including supplies to domestic households, businesses and others.

Ireland’s long standing VAT exemption for the supply of water is currently contained in 
paragraph 14(2) of Schedule 1 to the VAT Consolidation Act 2010.  The exemption is based on 
a derogation from EU VAT law contained in Article 371 and Annex X of the EU VAT Directive.

17/09/2014WRF03500Customs and Excise Controls

17/09/2014WRF03600173. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views that greater 
effort must be invested by Government agencies to reduce black market activity including to-
bacco smuggling and illicit fuel laundering and that increased surveillance and longer jail terms 
should be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33063/14]

17/09/2014WRF03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am very mindful of the unfair competi-
tive advantage to be gained by those businesses who operate in the shadow economy thereby 
creating an unlevel playing field for tax compliant businesses and undermining the orderly 
functioning of the State.

Shadow economy activity is not just confined to illicit activity such as tobacco smuggling, 
oil laundering and counterfeiting but also ranges from businesses engaging in illegal practices 
(much of which are facilitated within the cash economy) such as suppressing details of some 
sales and purchases, keeping certain cash payments ‘off the books’ and paying employees under 
an ‘off the books’ arrangement to individuals doing ‘nixers’ either in addition to their normal 
taxed employment or whilst also claiming Department of Social Protection payments.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that tackling shadow economy activity, in-
cluding combating the illegal trades in tobacco, cigarettes, alcohol and fuel is, and will continue 
to be, a high priority for them.

Interception of illicit tobacco products, alcohol and fuel is achieved through a combination 
of risk analysis, profiling and intelligence and the screening of cargo, vehicles, baggage and 
postal packages, as appropriate.  Revenue officers also target the illicit trade at the post-impor-
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tation level by carrying out intelligence-based operations and random checks at retail outlets, 
markets and private or commercial premises.  Action against the illicit trade in mineral oils 
includes measures to detect and shut down plants illegally laundering marked mineral oil, to 
detect illicit products in transit and seize both the products and the vehicles transporting them, 
and to prevent the sale of illicit products.

There is extensive cooperation with An Garda Síochána in combating these illicit trades, 
and the relevant agencies in the State also work closely with their counterparts in Northern 
Ireland, through cross-border groups on tobacco and oils enforcement, to target the organised 
crime groups that are responsible for large proportions of these illicit markets.  In addition, 
cooperation takes place with other revenue administrations and with the European Anti-Fraud 
Office, OLAF, in the ongoing programmes at international level to tackle these forms of crime.

Revenue’s work against the illegal tobacco trade includes a range of measures designed to 
identify and target those who are engaged in the supply or sale of illicit products, with a view 
to seizing the illicit product and prosecuting those responsible.  This multi-faceted strategy 
includes ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of the problem, developing and sharing intel-
ligence on a national, EU and international basis, the use of analytics and detection technolo-
gies and ensuring the optimum deployment of resources at points of importation and within the 
country.

Considerable success is being achieved in Revenue’s action against the illicit trades.  The 
total seizures of illicit cigarettes, alcohol products and mineral oils, in each of the last three 
years are set out in the following table:

 YEAR Cigarettes Alcohol Oil
- Quantity(Million) Value(€m) Quantity(Litres) Value(€m) Quantity(Litres)
2013 40.8 18.9 55,755 1.5 874,882
2012 95.6 43.3 33,059 0.7 1,113,142
2011 109.1 46 34,040 0.5 1,044,830

The table shows also the estimated value of the seizures of cigarettes and alcohol products.  
That information is not available in respect of mineral oil products.

Seizures this year include one of some 32.2 million cigarettes, as well as 4.5 tonnes of water 
pipe tobacco, from a vessel at Drogheda Port.  This was the largest seizure to date in Europe this 
year, and was the result of an intelligence-led operation targeting the activities of an interna-
tional organised crime group headed up by Irish and UK nationals and based in Europe.  Action 
against the illicit oil trade in the period since 2011 has led to the detection and shutting down 
of 30 oil laundries and to seizure of some 3 million litres of illicit fuel.  In addition, more than 
120 filling stations were closed for trading without a licence or for breach of licence conditions.

Legislative action has been taken over recent years to ensure that Revenue has the requisite 
powers to respond effectively to the problem of the illegal tobacco trade:

- the Finance Act 2012 clarified the legal basis for Revenue officers to open and examine 
the contents of postal and courier packets that are reasonably believed to contain untaxed excise 
products;

- the Finance Act 2013 introduced new offence and forfeiture measures relating to the il-
licit production of tobacco, including offences of involvement with illicit tobacco production, 
knowingly dealing in or delivering any illicit tobacco product and keeping materials and equip-
ment for the purposes of illicit production;

- provision was made also for the forfeiture of any equipment or materials, including un-
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manufactured tobacco, used for illicit production;

- the Finance Act 2013 also strengthened the offence provisions relating to the sale or deliv-
ery of unstamped tobacco products;

- the Finance (No. 2) Act 2013 provided that a person suspected of an offence of dealing in, 
or with, unstamped tobacco products must provide information to a Revenue Officer or a Garda 
and may be required to present any tobacco product concerned for examination, and makes 
provision for search by a Revenue Officer or Garda of any bag or other receptacle that he or she 
reasonably believes to contain tobacco products that are concerned in the offence.

As well as those changes to primary law, the State, to give effect to EU Directive 2008/118/
EU, introduced a quantitative restriction, with effect from 1 January 2014, on the number of 
cigarettes that may be brought into the State for personal use by individuals travelling from 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania and Romania.  The Excise Duty on Cigarettes 
(Quantitative Restrictions) Order 2013 (S.I. No. 553 of 2013) provides that the number of tax-
paid cigarettes that may be brought into Ireland for personal use by individuals travelling from 
those Member States, without payment of further excise duty in Ireland, is restricted to 300.  
Anyone with cigarettes in excess of that quantity must declare them to a Revenue Officer and 
pay the appropriate excise duty.  This restriction will remain in place until 31 December 2017 
or until such time as the particular Member State has achieved the required EU minimum tax 
levels, whichever is the earlier.

In response to illicit fuel trading, Revenue has implemented a comprehensive strategy to 
tackle the problem through enhanced supply chain controls, the acquisition of a more effec-
tive fuel marker and continued robust enforcement action.  Supply chain controls have been 
enhanced progressively since 2011 with the objective of reducing the capacity of criminals to 
source marked diesel for laundering or to get laundered fuel onto the market.  The supply chain 
controls introduced include new licensing conditions for all fuel traders and the introduction 
from January 2013 of a requirement that all licensed fuel traders, whether dealing in road fuel 
or marked fuel, make detailed monthly electronic returns to Revenue of their fuel transactions.  
Revenue is using this data to identify suspicious transactions and patterns of distribution for 
investigation.  Revenue has also intensified its targeting, in co-operation with other law en-
forcement agencies on both sides of the border, of enforcement action against suspected fuel 
laundering operations.

To support further the integrity of the distribution system and minimise the risk of fraud, I 
introduced a provision in the Finance (No. 2) Act 2013 that will make a supplier who is reckless 
in supplying rebated fuel for a use connected with excise fraud liable for the duty at the standard 
rate of tax.  This new provision will strengthen Revenue’s hand in dealing with those traders 
supplying rebated fuel recklessly to dubious customers and will provide a further disincentive 
to such activity.

Revenue has published guidelines for mineral oil traders which will assist them in identify-
ing and avoiding such transactions.

In addition to the measures implemented to date, Revenue and Her Majesty’s Revenue and 
Customs in the UK completed an Invitation to Make Submissions process to identify a new fuel 
marker and it is expected that a new marker will be introduced in both jurisdictions early in 
2015, following consultation with the oil industry and other stakeholders.

Revenue works very closely with fuel sector representative bodies in tackling the problem 
and they have been very supportive of the measures introduced to combat fuel laundering.  The 
evidence available to Revenue, in terms of feedback from the legitimate trade and increased 
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consumption of road diesel, indicates that this strategy has been very effective.

The Revenue Commissioners will maintain their commitment to acting against all stages of 
the supply chains for illicit oil and tobacco products and will continue to make every effort to 
ensure that those involved in them are brought to account before the Courts for their criminal 
activities.

I understand that the Revenue Commissioners continuously review their methodologies and 
their legislative requirements and where necessary I will of course, give careful consideration 
to any proposal that might be put to me in that regard.

Notwithstanding such work, Revenue is of the view that the interests of compliant business-
es is best served by them playing their part in combating shadow economy activity by knowing 
their suppliers, not engaging in shadow economy activity themselves, producing (including 
anonymously) to Revenue or to other relevant State agencies - either directly or through the 
Hidden Economy Monitoring Group - information relating to those persons who are involved 
in shadow economy activity in their geographical area.  Such information will enable Revenue 
(and other relevant State agencies) make best use of their resources in reducing shadow econ-
omy activity.  In that regard, Revenue has recently launched a dedicated section of its website 
specifically on the shadow economy and this includes an electronic reporting facility for anyone 
who has information about shadow economy practices.

The Deputy will be aware that the Hidden Economy Monitoring Group, chaired by the 
Revenue Commissioners, is a multi-agency group comprising of representatives from business 
groups, trade unions and State agencies who have a common commitment to tackle the shadow 
economy.  The State agencies include Revenue, the Department of Social Protection and the 
National Employment Rights Authority (NERA).

Finally, if the Deputy is aware of, or has specific information relating to, shadow economy 
activity, he should pass that information to my officials who will ensure it is sent to the relevant 
State agency for examination.

17/09/2014WRF03800Insurance Industry Regulation

17/09/2014WRF03900174. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance his views on the situation 
regarding Setanta Insurance and the MIBI; the steps he is taking in view of this issue; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33391/14]

17/09/2014WRF04000214. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 58 of 29 May 2014, if he will provide an update on same in view of recent de-
velopments in relation to the MIBI; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33390/14]

17/09/2014WRF04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 174 
and 214 together.

In the immediate aftermath of the announcement of the liquidation of Setanta, my officials 
were informed by Insurance Ireland that MIBI had indicated that they intended to accept all 
third party claims.  My statements in the Dáil reflected this position which was accurate based 
on the information available at the time.  However, MIBI obtained a legal opinion and, having 
considered it, they advised the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in late July that the 
2009 agreement with him does not require the MIBI to satisfy awards against drivers covered 
by a policy of insurance where the insurer is unable to pay all or part of an award because of 
insolvency.
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Jointly with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have obtained legal advice on 
this matter from the Attorney General. Having considered the Attorney General’s advices, I 
intend to proceed on the basis that MIBI will not be playing a role in compensating claimants 
due awards under Setanta policies.

With regard to the general position with the Setanta liquidation, you will appreciate that a 
liquidation of an insurance company is a legally complex and time consuming process.  In gen-
eral terms, under the Statute of Limitations, claimants are given two years following an accident 
to make an initial claim.  However, it could take several years for a particular case to be settled.  
These are factors that the Setanta Liquidator is currently examining in order to estimate the cost 
of claims, and the extent to which claims can be met in the Setanta liquidation.

The Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF) provides for payments to meet the liabilities of 
insolvent insurers in cases where it is unlikely that claims can be met otherwise than from the 
Fund.  Management and administration of the ICF is under the control of the President of the 
High Court acting through the Office of Accountant of the High Court.  In view of the clarifica-
tions in relation to the MIBI position, it is a matter for the Office of the High Court Accountant 
to finalise arrangements for processing ICF claims.

My officials continue in discussions with the High Court and with the Setanta Liquidator 
with a view to achieving more certainty in relation to the standing of claimants as soon as pos-
sible.

17/09/2014WRF04200Motor Insurance Regulation

17/09/2014WRF04300175. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding 
payment from the Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33439/14]

17/09/2014WRF04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland 
(MIBI) is a non-profit-making organisation registered in Ireland.  All insurance companies un-
derwriting motor insurance in this county must, by law, be members of MIBI and contribute 
to the funding of claims in proportion to their market share.  The principal role of MIBI is to 
compensate innocent victims of accidents caused by uninsured and unidentified vehicles.  This 
is regulated under the terms of an Agreement between the MIBI and the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport.

In the immediate aftermath of the announcement of the liquidation of Setanta, my officials 
were informed by Insurance Ireland that MIBI had indicated that they intended to accept all 
third party claims.  My statements in the Dáil reflected this position which was accurate based 
on the information available at the time.  However, MIBI obtained a legal opinion and, having 
considered it, they advised the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in late July that the 
2009 agreement with him does not require the MIBI to satisfy awards against drivers covered 
by a policy of insurance where the insurer is unable to pay all or part of an award because of 
insolvency.

Jointly with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have obtained legal advice on 
this matter from the Attorney General.  Having considered the Attorney General’s advices, I 
intend to proceed on the basis that MIBI will not be playing a role in compensating claimants 
due awards under Setanta policies.

All Setanta claims, including those which were settled but not paid out by Setanta, now 
fall to be processed as part of the Setanta liquidation.  With regard to the general position with 
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the Setanta liquidation, you will appreciate that a liquidation of an insurance company is a le-
gally complex and time consuming process.  In general terms, under the Statute of Limitations, 
claimants are given two years following an accident to make an initial claim.  However, it could 
take several years for a particular case to be settled.  These are factors that the Setanta Liquida-
tor is currently examining in order to estimate the cost of claims and the extend of cover to meet 
these claims in the Setanta liquidation.

The Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF) provides for payments to meet the liabilities of 
insolvent insurers in cases where it is unlikely that claims can be met otherwise than from the 
Fund.  Under Section 3.6 of the Insurance Act 1964 (as amended) claims by bodies’ corporate 
or unincorporated bodies are not covered by the ICF except where there is a liability to or by 
an individual.  In addition, all ICF payments are subject to a limit of 65% of the amount due 
or €825,000, whichever is the lesser.  Management and administration of the ICF is under the 
control of the President of the High Court acting through the Office of the Accountant of the 
Courts of Justice and it is a matter for the Office of the Accountant of the Courts of Justice to 
finalise arrangements for processing ICF claims.

My officials continue in discussions with the High Court and with the Setanta Liquidator 
with a view to reaching certainty in relation to the status of claimants as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRF04500Property Taxation Collection

17/09/2014WRF04600176. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Finance in order to facilitate persons 
in receipt of Department of Social Protection payments who wish to pay their local property tax 
in full during the year, if he will consider allowing more than one Department of Social Pro-
tection payment to be considered for the deduction in view of the fact that most payments are 
€188 per week and currently only €2 is allowed to be deducted without falling below the €186 
threshold, yet the individual may be receiving other payments such as living alone allowance, 
fuel allowance and so on which increases their weekly payments; his views that it is therefore 
not possible for social welfare recipients to pay their LPT in full at just €2 per week, unless their 
house is valued at the very lowest level, and that every effort should be made to aid those who 
want to clear the charge without a lump sum owing at the end of the year which is currently 
happening; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33956/14]

17/09/2014WRF04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have some sympathy with the matter 
raised by the Deputy, but as I have informed the House on a number of occasions, the concept 
of a ‘de minimis’ amount, which is linked to the supplementary welfare allowance, is enshrined 
in section 189 of the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act 2005.  It was considered at the time of 
the introduction of Local Property Tax (LPT) that it was not appropriate to change the law in 
this regard because the supplementary welfare allowance rate is deemed by the Department of 
Social Protection to be a minimum income rate to meet basic needs.

The question of allowing reckoning of all social welfare payments when calculating the ‘de 
minimis’ is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Social Protection.

However, as I previously advised in my reply to Parliamentary Questions 59 (27613/14) 
and 67 (27777/14) on 26 June 2014, given the rates of DSP payments, it is very important that 
recipients are aware that the LPT legislation provides for full and partial (50%) deferrals of the 
tax within certain specified thresholds.  A person whose only income is a social welfare pay-
ment would be entitled to apply for deferral.
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17/09/2014WRF04800Action Plan for Jobs

17/09/2014WRF04900177. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance the progress to date at achieving 
the objective of assessing technology and innovation opportunities in the financial sector, in-
cluding skills availability and educational requirements as contained in the Action Plan for Jobs 
and with particular regard to workers in the banking sector and the challenges presented by the 
restructuring and or downsizing of some financial institutions; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34220/14]

17/09/2014WRF05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Under the Action Plan for Jobs, the 
Clearing House Group, under the auspices of the Department of An Taoiseach, initiated a series 
of working groups to examine particular aspects of international financial services in Ireland.  
One such working group composed of private and public body representatives, including the 
IDA and EI, has been examining the so-called Fintech sector which employs an estimated 4,000 
people in Ireland - and the opportunities that it offers the country in the future, in particular with 
regard to increasing the number of people employed in the fintech sector; many of the leading 
financial institutions with technology operations in Ireland are actively recruiting in this sec-
tor which has been identified as an area for growth.  A preparatory report has been examined 
and will now be further developed by that working group with the involvement of the newly 
appointed Minister for International Banking (including the IFSC).  In addition, there has been 
a significant focus on establishing supports for entrepreneurs from the Financial Services in-
dustry, by working with the start up ecosystem to set up pre accelerators and accelerators.  One 
such initiative is the NDRC “Fintech Pre-Accelerator” which was set up earlier this year to 
provide an early stage support structure for entrepreneurs.  Sponsors of the initiative included 
Enterprise Ireland, Bank of Ireland, State Street and Mediolanum.

17/09/2014WRF05100Motor Insurance Regulation

17/09/2014WRF05200178. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the measures to be taken to prevent 
the ongoing overcharging and imbalance in the car insurance industry which disproportionately 
discriminates against younger men. [34649/14]

17/09/2014WRF05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On the 1st March 2011 the European 
Court of Justice declared invalid, with effect from 21 December 2012, Article 5(2) of the council 
directive 2004/113/EC of 13 December 2004.  The effect of this ruling is that all private insur-
ance contracts concluded for the first time from 21 December 2012 as well as any  agreements 
between parties to extend contracts from that date are prohibited by law from differentiating 
by gender on price or benefits.  The 2012 amendment to the Equal Status Acts provides in Irish 
law for the mandatory introduction within the EU of unisex premiums and benefits in insurance.

While the exact movement in premiums following the introduction of the amendment is 
difficult to determine, the European Commission has indicated that it intends to monitor the 
evolution of the insurance market and of overall price levels in the years following the removal 
of the insurance derogation in December 2012.

17/09/2014WRF05400Living City Initiative

17/09/2014WRF05500179. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the status of the imple-
mentation of the living city initiative. [34723/14]
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17/09/2014WRF05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My officials met formally with repre-
sentatives from the local authorities and other Government agencies on 31 January last.  Since 
then we have had numerous fruitful contacts with the local authorities and their cooperation in 
this matter is much appreciated.

My officials have also been in contact with the EU Commission on the application for State 
Aid approval for the Initiative and this process is expected to be concluded shortly.

I would expect that I will be in a position to make an announcement in the near future.

17/09/2014WRF05700International Agreements

17/09/2014WRF05800180. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the reason Ireland voted 
against UN Resolution, Item 14 A/68/L.57/Rev.1, toward the establishment of a multilateral 
legal framework for sovereign debt restructuring processes; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34804/14]

17/09/2014WRF05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ireland recognises the importance of an 
appropriate international agreement regarding sovereign debt restructuring due to its significant 
economic, social and financial implications.

In common with other EU Member States, Ireland was unable to support the recent UN 
resolution on a multilateral legal framework for sovereign debt restructuring, and this position 
was based on shared concerns regarding the substance of the resolution and the process fol-
lowed in proposing it, particularly with respect to the pace at which this complex proposal was 
launched, the timing of the proposal at the end of a session of the General Assembly, and the 
pre-determined outcome which it prescribed.

Together with many other UN member states Ireland is actively engaged in ongoing pro-
cesses that address, and seek to identify solutions to, the issue of sovereign debt restructuring.  
Ireland considers that the work being undertaken in other fora such as the IMF and the upcom-
ing third International Conference on Financing for Development in 2015 offer more appropri-
ate and established means to progress dialogue on the matter.

Ireland has always had concern for developing countries experiencing debt problems.  In 
this regard, Ireland continues to support processes aimed at resolving these problems through 
progressing dialogue, in the most appropriate forum and using the most appropriate and effec-
tive mechanisms, to best support these countries.

I would like to draw the Deputy’s attention to the statement made on behalf of the European 
Union to the General Assembly of the United Nations in this matter, which is available at http://
eu-un.europa.eu/articles/en/article_15455_en.htm.

17/09/2014WRF06000Customs and Excise Controls

17/09/2014WRF06100181. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the number of boats-ships 
searched for drugs at harbours on the Mayo coastline in the years January 2012, 2013 and Janu-
ary to June 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32903/14]

17/09/2014WRF06200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that harbours and inlets along the Co. Mayo coastline are monitored on a regular basis.  
The risk of smuggling of all types, including smuggling of drugs, using boats/ships is fully 
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appreciated by Revenue and is the subject of continuous assessment and risk analysis.  The de-
cision on whether or not to board and search a vessel is based on risk analysis, profiling, evalu-
ation of national and international smuggling trends, journey frequency, routes and other risk 
indicators.  It can also be a result of specific intelligence. Vessels with origins and destinations 
with a high risk rating attract particular attention.

While vessels are boarded and searched from time to time to check for any excisable prod-
ucts or prohibited items, including drugs, it is not appropriate for the Revenue Commissioners 
to publish precise details of such enforcement activities as this could prejudice current or future 
operations.  The Commissioners further advise me that crew members on such vessels who en-
ter the State are subject to the same checks as any other arrivals, including individual profiling, 
and are liable to be checked by Revenue Customs staff and screened by a drug, cash or tobacco 
detector dog team.

Revenue enforcement officers undertake regular patrols and physical checks at harbours and 
piers.  Revenue officers liaise with local Gardai, Harbour Masters and the Coastguard regarding 
drugs and with trade interests in respect of fiscal products.  This work is supplemented by Rev-
enue’s Customs Drug Watch Programme, which incorporates a coastal reporting mechanism.  
This allows members of the public, maritime and local communities to report, in confidence, 
suspect or unusual movements at sea or around the coast through a confidential 24/7 free phone 
facility.  All sightings and reports received are actively pursued and brought to a conclusion.

Revenue deploys two Customs Cutters, the RCC Suirbhéir and the RCC Faire, to patrol the 
coastline and undertake maritime intelligence gathering duties.  These vessels support teams of 
land-based enforcement officers involved in anti-smuggling duties.  The cutters are deployed 
to cover potential high-risk areas along the coastline.  Patrols of the coastline by the Cutters are 
kept under constant review to take account of available intelligence and emerging smuggling 
trends.  Revenue works proactively with An Garda Síochána and the Naval Service as part of 
the Joint Task Force on Drugs Interdiction.  Revenue also uses its contacts within international 
law enforcement agencies to proactively profile drug trafficking networks.

I can assure the Deputy that the Revenue Commissioners attach the highest priority to 
combating the smuggling of controlled drugs and are committed to playing an active role, in 
conjunction with other relevant agencies, in working against this criminal activity and those 
responsible for it. 

17/09/2014WRF06300Financial Services Regulation

17/09/2014WRF06400182. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Finance if there is an obligation to en-
sure that mortgage companies who buy loans from regulated mortgage companies are in turn 
regulated. [32928/14]

17/09/2014WRF06500275. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the 
management of Irish mortgages which have been sold by Irish financial institutions to non-
traditional mortgage providers, most of which are not regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. 
[34256/14]

17/09/2014WRF06600276. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the consideration he has 
given to the operation of non-traditional mortgage providers, most of which are not regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland, which have acquired Irish mortgages and which traditionally 
pursue annual returns on investment of in excess of 20%; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34257/14]
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17/09/2014WRF06700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 182, 
275 and 276 together.

I, as Minister for Finance, am committed to bringing forward legislation that protects con-
sumers whose mortgages are sold to unregulated entities.  The Government has reiterated this 
commitment on several occasions.  In July and August of this year, my Department ran a public 
consultation seeking views on its proposed legislation to protect consumers whose loans are 
sold to unregulated entities.

The Department of Finance received 18 submissions from a range of respondents from the 
financial services industry, consumer groups, public representatives and individuals and other 
stakeholders.  Officials in my Department are carefully considering the submissions and it is 
anticipated that legislation will be published by the end of this year.

17/09/2014WRF06800VAT Rate Application

17/09/2014WRF06900183. Deputy Gabrielle McFadden asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering the 
application of 23% VAT to herbal teas in the next budget; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32955/14]

17/09/2014WRF07000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Tea and preparations derived from tea, 
when supplied in non-drinkable form, are liable to VAT at the zero rate.  I consider it appropriate 
that the zero rate should also apply to herbal teas and fruit infusions and I intend to amend the 
VAT Consolidation Act to this effect.  

17/09/2014WRF07100NAMA Property Sales

17/09/2014WRF07200184. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the proposals he has or 
if he will consider changing the National Asset Management Agency’s policy of property dis-
posal, that is to reverse the policy of selling large blocks of property en masse and to allow the 
sale of individual units as part of an initiative to make more housing available for purchase and 
rent, particularly in Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32989/14]

17/09/2014WRF07300205. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance his views that the National As-
set Management Agency should consider selling properties individually or in smaller groups 
as the demand for property grows in view of the fact that the need to sell to investment firms is 
dissipating in recent months as demand grows. [33290/14]

17/09/2014WRF07400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 184 
and 205 together.

The strong improvement in conditions in the Irish commercial and residential property mar-
kets over the past year created opportunities for NAMA to increase the flow of Irish property 
assets and loan sales to the market.  Earlier this year, NAMA announced that, in line with its 
obligations under Section 10 of the NAMA Act, it considered that the best financial outcome for 
the State would be achieved through a managed process of accelerating disposals in an orderly 
way with the target of redeeming 80% of senior debt (a cumulative €24 billion) by end-2016.  
Following on from the Section 227 review of NAMA which was conducted by my Department, 
I endorsed NAMA’s strategy of seeking to take full advantage of strong market conditions to 
reduce the contingent liability on taxpayers represented by NAMA’s senior, State-guaranteed, 
bonds.
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In that context, I am advised by NAMA that, in order to achieve its revised debt redemp-
tion targets, it must arrange for the sale not only of individual assets but also of portfolios of 
loans and property assets to investors.  In addition to over 5,000 individual residential units that 
NAMA debtors and receivers have sold to date, assets will continue to be made available for 
sale, on an individual basis, to potential purchasers.  NAMA’s website includes a list of some 
2,300 properties in Ireland which are either currently for sale or will shortly be offered for sale 
through receivers.

The Deputy should note that, where NAMA arranges for the sale of portfolios of apartments, 
these are typically rented to tenants and there is no question of such tenants being placed at any 
disadvantage as a result of the change of ownership.  Indeed, it would not be fair or reasonable 
to displace tenants in order to offer the apartments for sale to purchasers as either individual 
units or as part of a portfolio.  I would also point out that the purchasers of apartment blocks 
are usually large investors who tend to apply fully professional standards in their capacity as 
landlords.

17/09/2014WRF07500Tax Exemptions

17/09/2014WRF07600185. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications that 
were successful under the start your own business exemption from income tax announced in the 
last budget; and the cost to the Exchequer. [32991/14]

17/09/2014WRF07700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 6 of the Finance (No 2) Act 
2013 introduced the Start Your Own Business initiative which provides an exemption from 
income tax for 2 years for individuals starting a new business where the individuals were previ-
ously long-term unemployed.  The profits of such a business, up to a maximum of €40,000, are 
relieved from income tax in each year of the first two years of trading.  This relief applies to 
new businesses commencing on or after 25 October 2013 and returns for the first year of trading 
will not, in general, be submitted until October 2015.  Accordingly, there will be no information 
available to indicate the number of individuals who are availing of the relief until after that date.

17/09/2014WRG00150Tax Data

17/09/2014WRG00200186. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications that 
were successful under the CGT entrepreneurial relief scheme; and the cost to the Exchequer.  
[32992/14]

17/09/2014WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  Section 45 of Finance (No 2) Act of 
2013 provides for a capital gains tax relief for entrepreneurs who reinvest the proceeds from the 
disposal of assets made on or after 1 January 2010 in certain chargeable business assets. Com-
mencement of the legislative provisions is subject to EU state-aid approval. Discussions with 
the EU Commission about State Aid clearance are ongoing. I hope that these will result in a 
positive outcome in the near future. Notwithstanding that the legislative provisions have yet to 
be commenced, the CGT relief will only apply, among other conditions, where new chargeable 
business assets acquired after 1 January 2014 are disposed of having been held for a minimum 
period of 3 years after that date.

17/09/2014WRG00350Budget Measures
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17/09/2014WRG00400187. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the current status of the living city 
initiative announced in the last budget; and the number of times the interdepartmental group 
dealing with the matter has met.  [32993/14]

17/09/2014WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My officials met formally with repre-
sentatives from the local authorities and other Government agencies on 31 January last. Since 
then we have had numerous fruitful contacts with the local authorities and their cooperation in 
this matter is much appreciated.

My officials have also been in contact with the EU Commission on the application for State 
Aid approval for the Initiative and this process is expected to be concluded shortly.

I would expect that I will be in a position to make an announcement in the near future.

17/09/2014WRG00550Tax Reliefs Application

17/09/2014WRG00600188. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider increasing the 
tax relief available under the home renovation incentive scheme in the forthcoming budget.  
[32994/14]

17/09/2014WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I introduced 
the Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) in Budget 2014. The incentive provides tax relief for 
homeowners by way of a tax credit at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, reno-
vation or improvement work carried out on a principal private residence. In order to qualify 
for the tax credit, the works must be carried out by legitimate contractors and the homeowner 
must also be property tax compliant. A minimum of €4,405 excluding VAT must be spent on 
qualifying works. This threshold can be reached over a number of jobs. Relief is available on 
qualifying expenditure up to a maximum of €30,000, excluding VAT. The tax credit is payable 
over the two years following the year in which the work is paid for.

The aim of the incentive is to stimulate increased activity in the construction sector and 
boost employment. It is aimed at supporting fully tax compliant builders and moving activity 
out of the shadow economy into the legitimate economy as all expenditure and relief claims 
have to be registered electronically with the Revenue Commissioners.

It is a long-standing practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the 
Budget, on any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions. However, as with all 
tax reliefs, the HRI will be considered as part of the forthcoming Budget and Finance Bill and 
any announcements will be made on Budget Day.

17/09/2014WRG00750Tax Reliefs Cost

17/09/2014WRG00800189. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the amount income tax relief 
on pensions has cost the Exchequer in 2012 and 2013; and the percentage that benefited those 
on the higher and lower rates of income tax respectively.  [33040/14]

17/09/2014WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the cost to the Exchequer of income tax relief relating to private pension contribu-
tions for 2012 and 2013 is not yet available. The following table provides a breakdown of the 
estimated cost for 2011, the latest year for which data are available.

It should be borne in mind that the costing of tax and other reliefs in the pensions area may 
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suggest a significant notional loss in terms of tax foregone as compared with the savings that 
might be expected if the tax relief was not available. However, where tax relief arrangements 
are of such significance, the removal of the reliefs would represent a fundamental adjustment 
to the tax system and would have significant economic and behavioural impacts implications. 
These impacts are difficult to model in advance and the costing of tax reliefs should be treated 
with some caution.

I have also been informed by the Revenue Commissioners that a breakdown of the cost of 
tax relief by reference to income tax rates is not readily available. Employers’ returns to the 
Revenue Commissioners of employee contributions to such schemes are aggregated at em-
ployer level.  There is, therefore, no basis for providing the breakdown requested.

Estimate of the cost of certain tax reliefs for 
private pension provision 

2011 - Estimated costs

 **  € Million
 Employees’ Contribution to approved Su-
perannuation Schemes

 584

 Employers’  Contribution to approved Su-
perannuation Schemes

 142

Estimated cost of exemption of employers’ 
contributions from employee BIK

 532

 Retirement Annuity Contracts (RACs)  164
 Personal Retirement Savings Accounts 
(PRSAs)

 72

 TOTAL  1,494

17/09/2014WRG00950Tax Reliefs Cost

17/09/2014WRG01000190. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the cost of mortgage interest 
relief to the Exchequer in 2012 and 2013; the amount of that total benefited those paying the 
higher and lower rates of income tax; and the average annual cost of mortgage interest relief per 
household and per income tax payer.  [33041/14]

17/09/2014WRG01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the cost to the Exchequer of mortgage interest relief for principal private residences 
by way of tax relief at source (TRS) in the years 2012 and 2013 is as follows:

Tax Year        Cost - €m          Number of Claimants
2012                411 508,200 
2013*              353 492,700 
*This figure is provisional and subject to revision.

A breakdown of the above amounts by those paying the higher and lower rates of income tax 
is not readily available. Mortgage interest relief is provided by way of the TRS system, regard-
less of whether the individual has an income tax liability or not. Therefore, information on the 
income of individuals in receipt of mortgage interest relief is not necessary for the administra-
tion of the granting of TRS. An estimate could only be provided by undertaking an extensive 
review of Revenue records and would likely require further development of the Revenue fore-
casting model. Furthermore, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they are unable 
to provide an average annual cost of mortgage interest relief per household.
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17/09/2014WRG01150NAMA Portfolio

17/09/2014WRG01200191. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the number of complete and 
incomplete houses and apartments in the National Asset Management Agency’s portfolio; the 
amount of each that have been made available for social housing; if he will provide a break-
down of the number of these that have been and are being made available directly to local 
authorities, or to approved housing bodies; and if he will provide a breakdown of the approved 
housing bodies concerned.  [33042/14]

17/09/2014WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA acquired a loan portfolio which 
was secured, among other assets, by some 14,000 completed residential units. I am advised by 
NAMA that it has identified 5,445 houses and apartments as being available, through its debtors 
and receivers, for social housing.  Through a process agreed with the Minister for the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government and the Minister for Housing and Planning, NAMA 
provided the Housing Agency with a list of the 5,445 properties and continues to update that 
list as additional, potentially suitable, properties become available.  Local authorities, in turn, 
confirm through the Housing Agency whether or not they have a demand for any given property 
that NAMA has made available.

Through this process, local authorities have confirmed demand for 2,077 of the 5,445 prop-
erties made available by NAMA.  Over 700 of these properties have been delivered to date and 
NAMA expects that it will exceed its target of delivering a total of 1,000 properties for social 
housing by end-2014.  NAMA advises that the remaining properties for which demand has 
been confirmed will be delivered over the following period.  Further detail on this initiative is 
available on the Housing Agency’s website, www.housing.ie/NAMA.aspx and in the NAMA 
Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2013, which is available on the NAMA website, 
www.nama.ie.

NAMA’s exposure to completed residential property in Ireland is limited.  In total, including 
the 5,445 properties made available for social housing, there are currently about 15,000 residen-
tial units within the Agency’s portfolio.  These properties have either been made available for 
social housing as outlined above or are currently let in the private rented market or are for sale.  
In all these instances, the properties are contributing to meeting current housing needs.  As new 
housing is completed, it is immediately brought to the market by NAMA.  NAMA advises that 
it does not withhold completed housing stock from sale or rental.

17/09/2014WRG01350Promissory Notes

17/09/2014WRG01400192. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance his anticipated repayment 
schedule for the debt formerly in the form of promissory notes; the anticipated cost in interest 
payments and the total repayment cost as currently projected; and the preferences of the Euro-
pean Central Bank in this regard.  [33044/14]

17/09/2014WRG01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Subsequent to the liquidation of Irish 
Banking Resolution Corporation the Central Bank acquired €25 billion of Floating Rate Notes 
(FRNs) and €3.46 billion of Government Fixed Coupon 2025 bonds.  The Bank undertook to 
sell the combined portfolio of the FRNs and the fixed rate bond as soon as possible provided 
the conditions of financial stability permit.  The Bank also indicated that, as a minimum, it will 
make sales in accordance with the following schedule: to end 2014 (€0.5 billion), 2015-2018 
(€0.5 billion per annum), 2019-2023 (€1 billion per annum), and 2024 on (€2 billion per annum 
until all bonds are sold).  The Bank’s 2013 Annual Report notes that sales have been made from 
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this combined portfolio, with the Bank selling €350mn of its holdings of the Government 2025 
Fixed Rate Bond in 2013.  The timing of the sales is a matter for the Central Bank which may 
elect to sell bonds at a particular time if it feels that this is the best course of action, for example, 
in order to take advantage of favourable market conditions.

17/09/2014WRG01550Security of the Elderly

17/09/2014WRG01600193. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that many older persons have received notification that they are now liable 
to pay VAT on all personal security alarms, placing an immediate 23% increase on the cost of 
these alarms which are no longer subsidised through the telephone allowance; if these personal 
alarms given under the seniors alert scheme, could be classified as eligible for a refund of VAT 
as a necessary aid for communication and mobility considering these devices are vital for their 
continued mobility, safety and ability to remain at home.  [33056/14]

17/09/2014WRG01700195. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance the way a personal alarm moni-
tor (details supplied) is vatable at a higher rate, due to the fact that it is not a luxury item; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [33110/14]

17/09/2014WRG01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 193 
and 195 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply.  In the cir-
cumstances, the supply of personal alarms is liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%.  
The supply of parts and accessories and monitoring fees are also liable to VAT at the standard 
rate.

I am also advised that, under Value-Added Tax (Refund of Tax) (No. 15) Order 1981, VAT 
paid on qualifying goods may be refunded where the goods are purchased for the exclusive use 
of disabled persons suffering a specified degree of disablement.  The Order applies to goods 
which are aids or appliances, including parts and accessories, which might reasonably be treated 
as constructed or adapted having regard to the particular disablement of the person.  A personal 
alarm for a disabled person may qualify for relief under the Order if it may be considered an aid 
or appliance constructed or adapted for use by a disabled person having regard to the particular 
disablement of that person.  The Order applies only to goods so services, such as a monitoring 
service, are not included in the Order.  A Claim Form VAT 61A is available on the Revenue 
website (www.revenue.ie).

17/09/2014WRG01850Tax Credits

17/09/2014WRG01900194. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason the single person 
child carer credit does not apply to the child and a child living with their parent who is in a 
cohabitation position is exempt from this tax credit (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [33087/14]

17/09/2014WRG02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit (OPFTC) has been replaced with the Single Person Child Carer Credit from 
1 January 2014.   However, the reformed credit is more targeted in that it is, in the first instance, 
only available to the primary carer of the child.
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Given the difficult fiscal environment, it is essential to review all tax reliefs, credits and 
incentives in order to ensure that they are properly targeted and if necessary re-focused in order 
that they can achieve the socio-economic objectives that are set for them.  

The Commission on Taxation acknowledged that the previous One Parent Family Tax Credit 
played a role in supporting and incentivising the labour market participation of single and wid-
owed parents.  However, in its recommendations it concluded that the credit should be retained 
but that it should be allocated to the primary carer only. The restructuring of the credit achieves 
such an outcome.

There is no specific tax credit for children in the tax code. Therefore, married or cohabiting 
couples are unable to avail of any additional credit to assist them in the financial maintenance 
of their children. 

Where a primary carer is married, in a civil partnership or cohabiting they would not be 
entitled to the new credit (or indeed the former one), on the basis that the relevant child is not, 
in the main, being cared for by a single person. In such circumstances the primary carer can-
not relinquish the credit to a secondary carer. In addition, a secondary carer who is married, in 
a civil partnership or cohabiting, would not be entitled to the new credit (or indeed the former 
one) regardless of the marital status of the primary carer.

  Question No. 195 answered with Question No. 193.

17/09/2014WRG02150Pension Provisions

17/09/2014WRG02200196. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider amending leg-
islation to allow persons who are financially struggling to survive to draw down early all or a 
portion of a retirement pension fund which was set aside in better times; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [33133/14]

17/09/2014WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There are a number of reasons why, un-
der existing policies, pre-retirement access to the main benefits from pension plans or schemes 
is not permitted, the principal one being that these arrangements (and the associated tax reliefs 
on contributions and pension fund growth) are designed to be long term savings vehicles based 
on the principle that the benefits will be “locked away” to help fund an adequate income in 
retirement. 

Section 782A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides members of occupational pen-
sion schemes with a once-off opportunity to access their Additional Voluntary Contributions 
(AVCs), pre-retirement. The option is available for a three year period from 27 March 2013, the 
date that the Finance Act 2013 was passed into law.

The pre-retirement access to a portion of AVCs which I introduced in Budget and Finance 
Act 2013 is allowed on a tax-neutral basis.  The contributions were tax-relieved at the indi-
vidual’s marginal rate on the way in and are taxed at the individual’s marginal rate on with-
drawal. The take-up of the measure to date has not been particularly significant. The measure is, 
however, designed to enable rather than incentivise individuals to access part of their pension 
savings beyond their regular or compulsory pension contributions. It is important that individu-
als continue to provide for their retirement and, it would appear, most individuals with AVCs 
have to date decided to preserve their AVC pension savings. For these various reasons, I have 
no plans to extend pre-retirement access to pension savings beyond what is provided for in rela-
tion to AVCs.
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17/09/2014WRG02350Revenue Commissioners Investigations

17/09/2014WRG02400197. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 215 of 8 July 2014, if he will confirm that the importer (details supplied) at no time was 
given the opportunity to facilitate the examination of their container and was simply told to pay 
the fee of €650 plus VAT to have their container released and examined; his views that this is 
acceptable in view of the fact that the customer was entitled to be present when the goods were 
examined; if he agrees with the process whereby the Revenue Commissioners places an arbi-
trary charge for those containers they deem fit to examine even in circumstances when they find 
nothing wrong with the goods; if he will detail the guidelines given to freight compound opera-
tors to determine the fees that they charge in respect of such examinations; if he will consider 
giving the Revenue Commissioners a role in the setting of the charges involved; to detail what 
the Revenue Commissioners considered in this case to be the basis for recommending a physi-
cal examination of this importer’s container and what was the risk criteria relevant to this case; 
if he will consider waiving the fees for physical examinations of such containers and allow the 
Revenue Commissioners to carry out these examinations on the premises of the importer to ob-
tain a better view of the nature of the business they are involved in, and in a similar way that the 
Revenue Commissioners carries out VAT audits of small businesses and having found nothing 
untoward they do not charge for the audit.  [33143/14]

17/09/2014WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Further to my previous response to the 
Question No. 215 of 8 July 2014, the Revenue Commissioners have advised that the importer 
in question employed a Customs clearance agent to handle the import process, as is normal 
practice for the importation of goods. The decision by Revenue to examine this container was 
conveyed to the Customs clearance agent employed by the importer. The decision on whether 
or not the importer (or the declarant) wishes to be present during the examination is a matter 
between the importer and the agent and is not a matter for the Revenue Commissioners. 

In relation to the premises used for examination of goods, Article 239 of Commission Regu-
lation (ECC) No 2454/93 states:

The goods shall be examined in the places designated and during the hours appointed for 
that purpose by the customs authorities.

However, the customs authorities may, at the request of the declarant, authorise the exami-
nations of goods in places or during hours other than those referred to in paragraph 1.

Any costs involved shall be borne by the declarant.

Each freight compound operator is obliged by Revenue, under the terms of his conditions 
of approval to operate such a compound, to have proper examination facilities in place for the 
conduct of Customs examinations. 

The decisions regarding the selection of import agent, the routing of the goods, and the 
freight compound through which the goods were imported are decisions that are made by the 
importer or persons acting on his behalf.

The Customs Code provides that the declarant is responsible for any costs incurred in the 
examination process and compound operators generally raise a charge for this service. As ad-
vised in the reply to Question No. 215 on 8 July, 2014, the costs for the provision of the exami-
nation facilities and for stripping and repacking containers are costs determined by the freight 
compound operators. There are three freight compound operators in Dublin Port. The Deputy 
will appreciate that it would be inappropriate for the Revenue Commissioners to have a role in 
the setting of commercial charges between competing businesses. 
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Officers from Revenue’s Customs Service carry out a wide range of functions and inter-
ventions to ensure that Ireland’s import and export trades are facilitated as effectively and ef-
ficiently as possible, but with due regard to the wide range of control measures in place to 
prevent the illegal importation of goods, and to ensure that the correct customs duties are paid. 
It would not be practicable from cost, resource management or risk management perspectives to 
facilitate the physical examinations of containers at the widely dispersed nationwide locations 
of importers.

Revenue carries out a risk analysis on all consignments coming from outside the EU.  This 
analysis is based on a range of criteria that includes assessing risk such as food and product 
safety, counterfeit goods, fiscal, illicit drugs and tobacco smuggling.  In addition to the risk 
based interventions, Revenue is also obliged under EU legislation (Commission Regulation 
(EEC) No 2454/93, Chapter 5, Article 4f, 2), to implement a program of random interventions. 
The Deputy will understand that the specific risks that trigger interventions in any particular 
case are confidential.

With reference to the Deputy’s reference to VAT audits and other related interventions, these 
are generally inspections of the taxpayers books and  records, and are conducted by correspon-
dence or in the taxpayers place of business.  In general these interventions do not involve in-
spection of goods or stock in transit.  Where costs are incurred in relation to these interventions 
(e.g. accountant or tax advisor charges), such costs are borne by the  taxpayer.

17/09/2014WRG02550VAT Payments

17/09/2014WRG02600198. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will support a matter 
(details supplied) regarding VAT on carbon tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[33186/14]

17/09/2014WRG02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 37(1) of the Value-Added Tax 
Consolidation Act 2010, provides that the amount on which VAT is chargeable is the total 
consideration receivable by the supplier, “including all taxes, commissions, costs and charges 
whatsoever” but not including the VAT itself.  VAT is governed by the EU VAT Directive, with 
which Irish VAT law must comply.  Article 78 of the VAT Directive provides that the taxable 
amount shall include “taxes, duties, levies and charges, excluding the VAT itself”.

In this respect, where a supply of service, such as a gas bill, includes carbon tax, VAT law 
dictates that VAT should be calculated on the carbon tax element of the bill as well as the charge 
for the service.

Guidance in relation to the VAT treatment of the total consideration receivable by a supplier 
is set out in the VAT Guide.  This publication is available on the Revenue website at www.
revenue.ie.

17/09/2014WRG02750Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRG02800199. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff who retired, 
left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 2013 to 31 December 2013, and 
the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2014, 
and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2015, and 
the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016, and the annual sav-
ings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33204/14]
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17/09/2014WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The number of staff who retired, re-
signed or otherwise departed from my Department from 1 July 2013 to 2014 is outlined in the 
following table. My Departments current staffing levels are consistently below the ECF ceiling. 
The filling of any vacancies will be dictated by our strategy and the ECF. Savings, if any, will 
be minimal.

Year Number of Staff
1 July   31 December 2013 18 of which 9 were not on the department’s 

payroll
1 January   12 September 2014 21 of which 3 were not on the department’s 

payroll
13 September   31 December 2014 1 

Staff departures in relation to 2015 and 2016 are difficult to predict. However the following 
number of staff are expected to retire from my Department in 2015 and 2016.

Year Number of staff
2015 3
2016 4

17/09/2014WRG02950Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRG03000200. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of new staff employed 
since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual costs arising therefrom; the 
expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the 
expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the 
expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33221/14]

17/09/2014WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The number of new staff employed 
since 1 July 2013 to 31 December 2013 and the expected number to be employed in 2014 are 
shown in the table. The salaries of all staff within my Department fully adhere to pay guide-
lines issued by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Year Number of Staff
1 July   31 December 2013 8 of which 5 were not on the department’s 

payroll
1 Jan   12 September 2014 19 of which 2 were not on the department’s 

payroll
13 September   31 December 2014  2; In addition 5 positions are currently in 

the recruitment process and it is expected 
that the successful candidates will be in situ 
before the end of 2014

2015 We cannot fully estimate the recruitment 
needs of the Department for 2015 at this 
time

2016 We cannot fully estimate the recruitment 
needs of the Department for 2016 at this 
time
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17/09/2014WRG03150Pension Provisions

17/09/2014WRG03200201. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the approved 
retirement fund options to pensioners with a personal retirement bond; and his views on cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding the issue.  [33256/14]

17/09/2014WRG03300202. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on increasing rev-
enue from the approved retirement fund (details supplied).  [33258/14]

17/09/2014WRG03400208. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider permitting 
the approved retirement fund option, available to most pensioners, accessible to personal retire-
ment bond holders considering that many members of wound up defined benefit schemes had 
their funds transferred to PRBs.  [33300/14]

17/09/2014WRG03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 201, 
202 and 208 together.

As they each relate to the issue of  access to the Approved Retirement Funds (ARFs) option 
for holders of Buy-out Bonds (BOBs).

By way of background, ARFs were introduced by Finance Act 1999 to provide control, 
flexibility and choice to holders of personal pensions and to proprietary director members of 
occupational pension schemes in relation to the drawing down of benefits from their pension 
plans. Prior to that Act, any person taking a pension from a Defined Contribution (DC) scheme 
or a Retirement Annuity Contract had no choice but to purchase an annuity with their remain-
ing pension pot after drawing down the permissible tax-free retirement lump sum. The ARF 
arrangement extended the options at retirement so that, in addition to the annuity option, the 
balance of a pension fund could be taken in cash (subject to tax, as appropriate) or be invested 
in an ARF, subject to certain conditions.

The ARF option was extended, in Finance Act 2000, to the part of an employee’s occu-
pational pension fund built up from Additional Voluntary Contributions (AVCs) and most re-
cently, in Finance Act 2011, it was further extended to cover an employee’s entire pension fund 
where the fund is a defined contribution (DC) occupational pension scheme. The 2011 exten-
sion which applied with effect from 6 February 2011 (the date of passing of the Act), was in 
respect of DC schemes approved by the Revenue Commissioners, on or after that date, under 
Chapter 1 of Part 30 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. Where DC occupational pension 
schemes had been approved by Revenue prior to that date, the legislation provided that the 
extension of the ARF option in such cases was conditional on the scheme rules being amended 
to allow a scheme member exercise the option. Earlier this year, I agreed to a proposal that the 
Revenue Commissioners will allow access to the ARF option for all holders of BOBs, the val-
ues in which have been transferred from DC schemes, regardless of the date of transfer.

The 2011 Finance Act, did not, however, extend the ARF option to the main scheme benefits 
of defined benefit (DB) occupational schemes as this option was not intended for DB scheme 
benefits, generally.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners, that pension retirement bonds, otherwise 
known as Buy-out-Bonds (BOBs), are single premium insurance policies effected by the trust-
ees of an occupational pension scheme on behalf of a scheme member, as an alternative to 
providing a preserved retirement benefit under the scheme for that member. They are used in 
circumstances where a scheme member is leaving service and opts for a transfer value, on the 
wind-up of a scheme or where pension splitting arises in the context of a Pension Adjustment 
Order. BOBs are approved by the Commissioners on a generic, rather than on an individual 
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basis, in the form of a standard bond policy document, under Chapter 1 of Part 30 of the TCA 
1997 as DC products. However, in the view of the Commissioners, BOBs are not occupational 
pension savings vehicles in the normally accepted sense for example, an individual with a BOB 
cannot make contributions to the BOB. Rather, they are a specialist pension vehicle to deal with 
the specific situations described above.

I am further advised by the Commissioners that it has always been a condition of approval 
of generic BOB policies that the benefits to be provided to an individual under such policies be 
subject to the same restrictions and conditions that applied to the occupational pension scheme 
from which the transfer to the BOB originated. This includes access to the ARF option. The 
entitlement to the ARF option, in effect, travels with the transfer value paid into the bond and 
the fact that the BOB is considered a DC pension product does not, of itself, give entitlement 
to the ARF option from the BOB as of right. Thus, prior to the Finance Act 2011 changes, the 
ARF option only applied to benefits under a BOB where the bond holder could have availed 
of the option under the originating occupational pension scheme, e.g. that the bond holder was 
a proprietary director before leaving service or that part of the originating transfer represented 
AVCs. There was no alteration in this position insofar as BOBs originating from DB schemes is 
concerned following the Finance Act 2011 and more recent administrative changes.

The issues around allowing access to the ARF option for BOBs whose values have trans-
ferred from DB pension schemes are broader than the tax policy considerations for which I have 
responsibility and are matters of general pension policy for which my colleague, the Tánaiste 
and Minister for Social Protection, Ms Joan Burton TD, has responsibility. I understand that both 
the Tánaiste and the Pensions Authority have concerns that the extension of the ARF option as 
being suggested could have fundamental implications for the DB model and potentially impact 
both on the Funding Standard and on the benefit promise to DB scheme members.  However, I 
further understand that the issue of ARF access for BOBs originating from DB schemes will be 
considered by the Tánaiste’s Department in the context of a review of personal pension vehicles 
aimed at rationalising provision in this area. It is expected that this review will be undertaken 
in the near future.

17/09/2014WRG03550Betting Regulations

17/09/2014WRG03600203. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if bets on roulette games 
in licensed bookmakers’ premises are subject to VAT; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [33281/14]

17/09/2014WRG03700204. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commis-
sioners are conducting any investigations into potential outstanding liabilities on the part of 
licensed bookmakers in respect of gaming activities on licensed premises; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [33282/14]

17/09/2014WRG03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 203 
and 204 together.

The regulatory framework for betting is provided for in the Betting Act, 1931, which falls 
within the remit of my colleague the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.  Under 
this regulatory framework, licensed bookmakers are not permitted to offer any services other 
than betting in a registered bookmaking premises.  Enforcement of this prohibition is a matter 
for An Garda Síochána. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, in accordance with Chapter 1 of Part 2 
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of the Finance Act 2002, betting duty is payable by a bookmaker who makes, lays or otherwise 
enters into any bet with a person at that bookmaker’s registered premises.    VAT is not payable 
on any transaction subject to betting duty. 

I am also informed by the Revenue Commissioners that, as for all businesses, compliance 
checks are undertaken on bookmakers to ensure that all taxes are declared and paid.  These 
checks form part of Revenue’s Compliance Programme which is constantly reviewed to ensure 
it is focussed on areas of greatest risk.  Cash businesses have been and continue to be a spe-
cific focus for Revenue attention. Revenue have informed me that in 2013 they carried out 156 
compliance interventions into betting and gaming operators yielding €2.8m; in the eight month 
period to end August 2014, 163 interventions were undertaken yielding €5.1m. 

Revenue has also informed me that they are aware of a potential for cross-over between 
betting and gaming in the services offered by bookmakers and that they have been examining 
the issue with a view to providing guidance to the industry. This guidance will be available 
in advance of the application of betting duty to remote bookmaking and betting intermediary 
services following enactment of the Betting (Amendment) Bill, which is currently before the 
Oireachtas.

  Question No. 205 answered with Question No. 184.

17/09/2014WRG03950Mortgage Protection Policies

17/09/2014WRG04000206. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance his views that a universal mort-
gage insurance model should be introduced.  [33292/14]

17/09/2014WRG04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s construction strat-
egy includes a desire for a return to sustainable levels of mortgage lending as part of a healthy 
market. This involves the consideration of measures to stimulate the development of housing. 
In Ireland’s housing market, over the last few years, lending volumes have declined dramatical-
ly. More recently, commentators have been highlighting the lack of supply of houses, in certain 
urban areas, as a contributing factor for the lack of drawdown of approved mortgage facilities.  
The Government is prepared to consider initiatives that would aid  and facilitate the supply of 
new homes, in particular for young families. 

In other jurisdictions, such as the UK and Canada, “mortgage insurance” markets have been 
developed to support bank mortgage lending, particularly to ‘First Time Buyers’. Mortgage 
insurance allows banks to share the risk of mortgage lending, either with public sector or with 
private sector insurance companies with the aim of increasing bank lending in general or to 
target groups. 

My Department is committed, under the Construction 2020 strategy, to examine the con-
cept of a mortgage insurance scheme and how it might benefit new housing completions in the 
Irish market. The objective of any scheme would be to ensure adequate availability of mort-
gage finance on affordable terms for new completions, particularly for ‘First Time Buyers’, as 
the economy recovers. Of particular interest is the means by which such schemes can support 
greater levels of investment in new housing, with the associated benefits for the construction 
sector and ultimately for the consumer.

17/09/2014WRG04150Tax Exemptions
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17/09/2014WRG04200207. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance if the rent a room scheme 
should be altered in order that only income above the €10,100 amount should be taxed and not 
the whole amount if the income exceeds the €10,100 amount. [33293/14]

17/09/2014WRG04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 216A of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 provides for the rent-a-room scheme. This scheme was introduced in Finance Act 
2001 as an incentive to encourage individuals to let rooms in their principal private residence 
in order to bring about an increase in the availability of rental accommodation, particularly for 
the student sector.

The scheme provides an exemption from Income Tax, PRSI and USC on rent received 
where a person rents out a room or rooms in his or her principal private residence and the rent 
received does not exceed €10,000 per year. This was increased from €7,620 in Budget 2008.  

In order to qualify for the exemption, it is necessary for the residential premises to be situ-
ated in the State and occupied by the individual as his or her sole or main residence during the 
tax year.

The relief only applies to individuals. It does not apply to companies or partnerships. In 
addition, an individual cannot avail of the relief in respect of payments for accommodation in 
the family home by a child of the individual. There is no restriction where rent is paid by other 
family members, for example, nieces or nephews.

The latest figures available relate to the tax year 2012 when the cost of the relief was esti-
mated at €5.9 million and was availed of by 4,073 claimants. This equates to rental income of 
€22.9 million. The corresponding 2011 cost was €5.6m and was availed of by 3,920 claimants.  

An exemption from tax of €10,000 equates to rent received of approximately €833 per 
month. Figures provided by the Revenue Commissioners indicate that the majority of claims 
relate to rent received of less than €4,000 per annum or €333 per month:

Rent Receivable Number
€9,001 - €10,000                          512
€8,001 - €9,000                            360
€7,001 - €8,000                            441
€6,001 - €7,000                            332
€5,001 - €6,000                            655
€4,001 - €5,000                             569
€4,000 and lower                        1,204
Therefore, to raise the limit could be unwarranted. However, as with all tax reliefs, the rent-

a-room scheme will be considered as part of the forthcoming Budget and Finance Bill.

  Question No. 208 answered with Question No. 201.

17/09/2014WRG04450Tax Exemptions

17/09/2014WRG04500209. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance in relation to section 18 
of the Finance Act 2013 which amends section 87B of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, in 
the case of sole traders who receive a write-down on development loans or go bankrupt, if it is 
intentional that the full amount of the write-off now becomes taxable at 55% in the year of the 
write-off; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33302/14]
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17/09/2014WRG04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): One of the main purposes of section 
18 of the Finance Act 2013 is to correct an anomaly which, up until that time, allowed land 
dealers and developers to potentially obtain a tax deduction in circumstances where they suf-
fered no real economic loss. The provision applies only in very specific circumstances by ef-
fectively clawing back a tax deduction, which the taxpayer obtained, arising from the decline in 
land and property values where the loans taken out to acquire this land and property have been 
written down by the lending institution and are no longer required to be repaid.  This debt write 
down may have arisen through negotiation with the taxpayer, as a result of bankruptcy or per-
sonal insolvency or by virtue of the terms of the loan agreement itself. In these circumstances, 
it is the lending institution, not the borrower, who has actually suffered the loss.

 The provision only applies to those engaged in the trade of dealing in or developing land. It 
has no relevance to loans used to purchase a person’s principal private residence or to landlords, 
in respect of rental properties, because no tax deduction was available to these people in the first 
place. It only applies to loans used to acquire land held as trading stock.  Where a land dealer 
acquires land with borrowed money and the land subsequently falls in value, the land dealer is 
entitled to a deduction equal to the fall in value, in computing the profits of the landing dealing 
trade. This deduction can reduce the taxable profits of the trade.  Where it results in a tax loss, 
that loss can be carried forward against future profits of the same trade or set off  for tax purpos-
es against other income in the year the loss arises. However, where the land has been purchased 
with borrowed money and the loan is subsequently written off, the trader has not suffered any 
economic loss. Section 18 deals with this by treating the dealer as having received an income 
equal to the write down.  The effect of this is to cancel out the deduction already claimed. This 
is not an additional charge but a clawback of a relief which is no longer justified.  Where the 
fall in the value of the land has resulted in a trading loss which has been carried forward by 
the taxpayer, the loss will cancel the charge imposed by section 18 and no further tax should 
arise. However, if the deduction has been used to reduce tax on other income of the taxpayer in 
previous years, then tax will arise. This represents a clawback of a relief granted in respect of 
a tax loss where there is no economic loss. The rate of tax which will apply will depend on the 
person’s level of income in that year.

17/09/2014WRG04650European Central Bank

17/09/2014WRG04700210. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Ireland will continue to 
be a full voting member of the ECB governing council when Lithuania joins the currency area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33308/14]

17/09/2014WRG04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Lithuania will join the euro in January 
2015.  They will become the nineteenth member of the euro area and this will trigger a change 
in the voting rights as envisaged by the Governing Council in December 2002.  

Currently, the ECB’s Governing Council consists of the six members of the Executive 
Board, plus the governors of the national central banks of the 18 euro area countries.  However, 
once the euro area reaches 19 members, a rotation principle will apply for all national central 
bank governors.   Governors will be allocated to groups based on the size of their economy and 
financial sector.

The first group will comprise of the 5 largest countries which are Germany, France, Italy, 
Spain and the Netherlands and they will share four votes.   The remaining 14 central bank gov-
ernors, which includes Ireland, will be grouped together and they will share 11 votes. 

The Governors take turns using the rights on a monthly rotation.  However, all members of 
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the Governing Council will attend the meetings and have the right to speak.  In addition, most 
decisions of the Governing Council are made on a consensual basis and in a spirit of coopera-
tion.

17/09/2014WRG04850Tax Code

17/09/2014WRG04900211. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the taxation provisions cur-
rently in legislation that are due to expire at the end of 2014; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33320/14]

17/09/2014WRG05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The following provisions are due to 
expire at the end of 2014:

Legislative Provision Brief Description
Section 285A of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 

Provides an acceleration of wear and tear 
allowances for companies in respect of 
energy-efficient equipment that meets cer-
tain energy-efficient criteria and is specified 
on a list of approved products.  

Section 486C of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 

Provides relief from corporation tax for a 
company that commences a new trade and 
is available where the total corporation tax 
payable for an accounting period does not 
exceed €40,000. Marginal relief is available 
where the corporation tax payable is be-
tween €40,000 and €60,000.

Section 486B of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997

Provides tax relief for corporate investment 
in certain renewable energy projects.

Section 531AN of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997

The exemption from the top rate of USC 
for those on medical cards, who’s aggre-
gate income does not exceed €60,000 per 
annum, is due to expire at the end of this 
year. These individuals are subject to USC 
at a reduced rate of 4% on their income 
above €16,016, compared to the general 
taxpayer who pays at 7% on income over 
€16,016. The 3% USC surcharge, which 
imposes a 10% USC rate on self-assessed 
income in excess of €100,000 per annum, 
is also scheduled to expire at the end of this 
year.The expiry of these provisions was 
legislated for by the previous Government. I 
can assure the Deputy that they will be sub-
ject to a full examination, as part of prepara-
tions for the Budget and Finance Bill and 
will not be allowed to lapse without signifi-
cant consideration of the matters involved.
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Legislative Provision Brief Description
Section 604A of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 

Provides relief from capital gains tax on 
future disposals of land or buildings ac-
quired in the period 7 December 2011 to 31 
December 2014. 

Section 823A of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 

Provides for a tax relief by way of a deduc-
tion in respect of income earned by an in-
dividual in certain foreign states (otherwise 
known as the “foreign earnings deduction” 
or FED). This scheme is currently being 
reviewed in the context of the forthcoming 
Budget. 

Section 825C of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 

Provides for a tax relief on income 
earned by an employee who is assigned 
to work in Ireland (otherwise known as 
SARP).   While the relief applies for a 5 
year period, individuals who come to the 
State from the tax year 2015 onwards would 
not qualify for the relief. This scheme is 
currently being reviewed in the context of 
the forthcoming Budget.

 Section 135C of Finance Act 1992 Provides for remission or repayment on 
Vehicle Registration Tax of up to €1,500 in 
respect of hybrid electric vehicles, up to 
€2,500 in respect of plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicles, up to €5,000 in respect of electric 
vehicles while series production electric 
motorcycles are exempt from VRT.

Regulation 16 of the Disabled Drivers and 
Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Regulations 1994

Under the Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers (Tax Concessions) (Amend-
ment) Regulations 2014, I have revoked, 
with effect from 31 December 2014, 
Regulation 16 of the Disabled Drivers and 
Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Regulations 1994 which provides for the 
repayment of excise duty on fuel to qualify-
ing persons.  I propose to introduce a grant 
scheme with effect from 1 January 2015 to 
replace the excise relief.   

Schedule 1 of the Stamp Duties Consolida-
tion Act 1999

Consanguinity relief applies to transfers 
of non-residential property to certain rela-
tives, e.g. parent, grandparent, step-parent, 
child, foster-child, adopted child, brother, 
sister, half-brother/sister, aunt, uncle, niece, 
nephew. Stamp Duty is charged at half the 
normal rate. This relief applies to transfers 
of non-residential property executed on or 
before 31 December 2014 and does not ap-
ply to leases or transfers of shares.
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Legislative Provision Brief Description
Section 481 (film relief) of the Taxes Con-
solidation Act 1997

The current scheme expires at the end of 
2014 but it is being replaced by a new 
scheme in 2015.

17/09/2014WRG05050IBRC Mortgage Loan Book

17/09/2014WRG05100212. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position in relation to 
any unsold Irish Bank Resolution Corporation residential mortgages; if individual borrowers 
will be given the opportunity to bid for their loans; his views on this issue; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [33329/14]

17/09/2014WRG05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators are in the pro-
cess of implementing a sale process for the remaining unsold Irish Bank Resolution Corporation 
residential mortgages. The sales process plan and timeline for the sale of the portfolio has been 
developed following professional advice and in light of requirements for a robust and credible 
sales process. The Special Liquidators have given significant consideration to and have sought 
independent advice in relation to how the unsold residential mortgages are to be dealt with.  

Following that independent advice and the Borrower representations made, the Special Liq-
uidators have decided that the unsold residential mortgage would be sold in two separate port-
folios with a view to maximising market interest and return. This process is ongoing and the 
Special Liquidators have written to borrowers with unsold loans to inform them of the further 
sales process in respect of their loans. 

As such,  I am advised by the Special Liquidators that they will not be accepting any bids 
from individual mortgage holders, however mortgage holders are permitted to buy-out their 
mortgage at par value and that there are no legislative barriers for such Borrowers to do so. 

17/09/2014WRG05250Pensions Levy

17/09/2014WRG05300213. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Finance his plans for reviewing the 
pensions levy; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33351/14]

17/09/2014WRG05400235. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will remove the pension 
levy as many families with special needs children are under immense pressure (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33559/14]

17/09/2014WRG05500240. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the options being con-
sidered by his Department in the context of budget 2015 regarding the complete removal or the 
reform of the pension levy.  [33642/14]

17/09/2014WRG05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 213, 
235 and 240 together.

I announced in my Budget 2014 speech that the 0.6% Pension Fund Levy introduced to 
fund the Jobs Initiative in 2011 would be abolished from the 31st of December 2014. However, 
I introduced an additional levy on pension funds at 0.15% for 2014 and 2015 to, among other 
things, continue to help fund the Jobs Initiative.

The reduced VAT rate of 9% on tourism and certain other services was one of the very sig-
nificant and successful measures introduced by the Jobs Initiative. It was due to end in 2013. 
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In my Budget 2014 speech I announced the continuation of the reduced 9% VAT rate. I also 
announced that the Air Travel Tax is being reduced to zero with effect from 1 April 2014. The 
9% VAT rate has helped to create 15,000 new jobs as well as protecting existing jobs. Since the 
Budget announcement about the reduction in the Air Travel Tax, airlines have announced the 
opening up of new routes resulting in significant increases in passenger numbers with the as-
sociated increase in tourism activity and employment.

The additional 0.15% levy for 2014 and 2015 will also be used to help make provision for 
potential State liabilities which may emerge from pre-existing or future pension fund difficulties 
although funds from the levy will not be hypothecated or specifically set aside for this purpose. 
The Government has decided that such liabilities will be met by the Exchequer as they arise.

I am conscious of the significant contribution of taxpayers, generally, to the rebalancing of 
the public finances and the measures introduced to support and develop the economy. There has 
been progress in these areas. These efforts are ongoing, including the continuation of measures 
in the Jobs Initiative, designed to improve the economic environment by providing the means 
to encourage job creation in areas of our economy most likely to deliver that employment in the 
shortest timeframe possible. 

Preparations for Budget 2015 and the consequent Finance Bill are ongoing. It would not be 
appropriate for me to comment on what changes, if any, are being considered in the pension 
fund levy or any other tax measure.

  Question No. 214 answered with Question No. 174.

17/09/2014WRH00250Property Taxation Application

17/09/2014WRH00300215. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if there is a legislative require-
ment to pay the difference in local property tax should the sale price of a property turn out to 
be more than one band above the declared value, as it appears vendors are now being charged 
for such a difference in value for both 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [33395/14]

17/09/2014WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax is to be administered and how a residential property is 
to be valued.  For Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes, the market value of a property on 1 May 
2013 is valid for 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016.

Recent media coverage associated with increasing sales prices in the property market, par-
ticularly in certain locations, seems to have sown doubt in the minds of property owners about 
how these increases impact on their property’s valuation for LPT purposes and I am pleased to 
have the opportunity to clarify the matter for the Deputy and the House.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the valuation band/valuation for a prop-
erty declared by the owner for LPT purposes based on its 1 May 2013 market value will not be 
affected by any general increase in the value of properties in the period between 2 May 2013 
and 31 October 2016.  As Revenue has made clear at all times, provided the 1 May 2013 de-
clared valuation band/valuation was made in good faith by the property owner based on infor-
mation available from a variety of sources recommended by the Commissioners, that valuation 
band/valuation would remain unchanged until 31 October 2016.
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I am also advised that in order to ensure that the sale of residential properties is not delayed 
because of LPT, I am advised that the Revenue Commissioners have put processes in place to 
assist anyone selling or buying a property satisfy themselves that all LPT requirements have 
been met.   

Outstanding LPT Payments and Returns must be dealt with prior to Sale

The amount of LPT due is based on the declared valuation band/valuation. The LPT liability 
(including household charge) crystallises on the sale of a residential property and must be paid 
in full either in advance of the sale or must be deducted from the proceeds of the sale. In addi-
tion, any outstanding LPT Returns must be submitted to Revenue. Before any sale, the seller, 
or their solicitor, can log-on to Revenue’s LPT online facility and satisfy himself or herself that 
there are no outstanding LPT issues.   

Process where sale price of property exceeds declared valuation for LPT

As the declared valuation band/valuation at 1 May 2013 applies for LPT purposes right up 
to the end of 2016, a person selling a residential property is required to provide the buyer with 
details of the valuation band/valuation that they declared so that the buyer can meet their LPT 
obligations in respect of their newly acquired property.  

It should be very clear to the purchaser and his/her advisers in most cases, whether the ap-
propriate valuation band/valuation was used by the previous owner.  However, where the price 
sought by the seller exceeds the valuation band/valuation declared at 1 May 2013, a purchaser 
may have concerns that they will be left with a residual liability because the seller under-de-
clared the valuation at the valuation date.

Prior to a sale, the person selling the property (the vendor) can obtain clearance from Rev-
enue to prove that there are no outstanding LPT issues. In most cases, clearance can be obtained 
by accessing the LPT online system.  To avoid unnecessary administrative burden, Revenue 
has stated that where the sales price of the property is greater than the declared valuation band/
valuation at 1 May 2013, there will be no need to obtain written clearance from Revenue where 
any of the following conditions are met:

The sales price is within the following “allowable margins”: 

In the case of the first five valuation bands ( i.e. properties with a declared chargeable value 
of up to €300,000), where the sales price falls into the valuation band immediately succeeding 
the band that was declared;

In the case of the remaining fourteen valuation bands, where the sales price is not more than 
15% higher than the upper limit of the band that was declared; and

 In the case of properties where the declared chargeable valuation exceeded €1m on 1 May 
2013, where the sales price is not more than 15% higher than the declared valuation.

Where the increase in the property’s value is due to improvements/repairs carried out by the 
vendor after 1 May 2013, the above allowable margins can be adjusted to take account of the 
cost of the improvements/repairs. 

Where the vendor based the declared valuation band on the known and verifiable sales pric-
es of comparable properties in the area and the vendor has evidence of at least one comparable 
property sold within the period of six months prior to 1 May 2013. 

Where none of these conditions are met and the declared valuation band/valuation at 1 May 
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2013 was made in good faith, the vendor should apply for written clearance from Revenue by 
completing Form LPT5 and including relevant supporting documentation. Revenue will review 
the basis for the declared valuation band/valuation and determine whether clearance should is-
sue. Where Revenue is satisfied that the valuation band/valuation declared by the vendor was 
reasonable, clearance will be provided. 

However, where Revenue is not satisfied that the declared valuation band/valuation was 
reasonable, the vendor will not obtain clearance and will be liable for an additional LPT charge, 
and possible interest and penalties, on the property on foot of a Revenue assessment. 

The Commissioners have confirmed that further information is included in Section 4 of the 
Guidelines for the Sale or Transfer of Ownership of a Relevant Residential Property which were 
prepared by the Revenue Commissioners in consultation with the Law Society and are available 
on the Revenue website and on the Law Society’s website. 

Revenue is currently reviewing these guidelines to take account of increases in property 
values in certain locations since 1 May 2013 and will be consulting with the Law Society in 
that regard.

In conclusion, if a vendor selected a valuation band in good faith in line with comparable 
valuations on 1 May 2013 and sells the property for a higher value in 2014, 2015 or 2016 no 
additional LPT liability arises. If the vendor selected a valuation band for the property that did 
not reflect the market value then he or she should self correct the valuation band before finalis-
ing the sale.

17/09/2014WRH00450Government Deficit

17/09/2014WRH00500216. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the impact that additional 
borrowings taken on by commercial semi-State bodies have on the general Government deficit 
and general Government debt; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33397/14]

17/09/2014WRH00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Government bodies which are consid-
ered to be commercial under government accounting guidelines are not classified within the 
general government sector. Consequently, current or future borrowings made by these entities 
have no effect on the overall government deficit or debt. 

However, there are some bodies which were set up under a commercial remit that are cur-
rently classified within the general government sector which include both RTÉ and Irish Rail. 
Under Eurostat guidelines these may be reclassified outside government should they operate as 
sustainable market entities (greater than 50% of revenue generated from commercial sources) 
for a period of three consecutive years.

A preliminary register of public sector bodies in Ireland is published on the Central Statis-
tics Office (CSO) website (http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/surveysandmethodologies/docu-
ments/pdfdocs/regpublicsectorbodies.pdf  ) with relevant background notes as regards defini-
tions, classifications, and methodologies. Tables 2 and 3 of this register detail the public sector 
bodies classified outside of the general government sector (i.e. commercial semi state bodies).

17/09/2014WRH00650Budget Measures

17/09/2014WRH00700217. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the yield to date from the 
budget 2013 measure allowing pension scheme savings; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter.  [33400/14]

17/09/2014WRH00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that to date 10,398 individuals have availed of the option provided under section 782A 
of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (as inserted by the Finance Act 2013) to access, before 
retirement, up to 30% of their Additional Voluntary Contributions (AVCs) with the amount 
withdrawn being subject to income tax (the withdrawals are exempt from Universal Social 
Charge). I assume this is the measure the Deputy is referring to in his question. In the period up 
to 30 June 2014 (the latest date for which details are available), the funds withdrawn under this 
option amount to €77,217,882.82 and income tax of €30,340,329.74 has been paid. 

17/09/2014WRH00850NAMA Operations

17/09/2014WRH00900218. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of vendor fi-
nance that has been provided by the National Asset Management Agency to date; the number of 
projects financed; the number of housing units that will be provided by these projects; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [33401/14]

17/09/2014WRH01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that it has to 
date advanced €373m in vendor finance across six transactions involving the sale of commer-
cial property securing its loans.   NAMA makes vendor finance available in the context of the 
sale of commercial property by its debtors and receivers.  Transactions to date have involved 
the sale of completed office and retail accommodation.

17/09/2014WRH01050NAMA Property Sales

17/09/2014WRH01100219. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance since the initiation of the Na-
tional Asset Management Agency the number of properties put on the open market; the guide 
price for same; the amount for which they were actually sold; the number of properties that 
were sold without being put on the open market; the guide price for same; for properties sold 
without putting them on the open market, the reason they were sold without being placed on the 
open market; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33441/14]

17/09/2014WRH01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA has a policy of openly mar-
keting all properties by its debtors and receivers wherever feasible. The Deputy may wish to 
consider the Comptroller and Auditor General’s (C&AG) Special Report dealing with NAMA’s 
progress over the period 2010 to 2012, which was published in April 2014.  The Report is avail-
able on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie.  As part of this review, the C&AG examined the 
disposal process for properties with gross proceeds of €1 billion.  The C&AG concluded from 
this analysis that “almost all property disposals reviewed had been sold through an open com-
petitive process or with testing of disposal prices against market valuation”.  This, according 
to the C&AG, “provides reasonable assurance that the prices obtained were the best on offer in 
the market at the time the property was sold”.  It is NAMA’s policy that the sale of loans and the 
sale of assets by debtors and receivers are, wherever feasible, openly marketed so as to ensure 
the best return to the taxpayer.

17/09/2014WRH01250Disabled Drivers Grants

17/09/2014WRH01300220. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance the progress that has been 
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made in the development of a new fuel grant scheme for disabled drivers, to replace the current 
excise relief on fuel allowed under the disabled drivers and disabled passengers scheme (details 
supplied); when this will come into effect; if there will be a seamless transition between the two 
schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33460/14]

17/09/2014WRH01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In April 2013 the European Court of 
Justice ruled that the excise relief on fuel element of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passen-
gers Scheme is incompatible with the EU Energy Tax Directive.  My Department has informed 
the European Commission of my intention to remove the excise relief element of the scheme 
at the end of 2014 and replace it with a fuel grant scheme in 2015.  The European Commission 
has raised no objections.  

In terms of progress on this matter, officials from my Department are continuing to en-
gage with other Departments and the Revenue Commissioners in order to examine all the leg-
islative, financing and payment implications of a new fuel grant scheme.  I have instructed my 
officials to design the new grant scheme in such a way to provide as seamless a transition as 
possible between the two schemes.  

When all the details of the new scheme have been worked out and finalised, the members of 
the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers Scheme will be informed. 

17/09/2014WRH01450Disabled Drivers Grants

17/09/2014WRH01500221. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance in respect of the Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994 if consideration will 
be given to streamlining and modernising the scheme particularly in reference to the six point 
assessment for the primary medical certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33461/14]

17/09/2014WRH01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and Vehicle Registration Tax (up 
to a certain limit), and exemption from motor tax, on the purchase of an adapted car for trans-
port of a person with specific severe and permanent physical disabilities.

The disability criteria for the tax concessions available under the scheme have changed 
over time. When the scheme was first introduced in 1968, the legislation only allowed for one 
medical ground. In 1989, four new medical grounds were added and in 1994, one new medical 
ground was added. 

The current disability criteria, composed of the medical grounds added between 1968 and 
1994, are set out in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regula-
tions 1994. To receive a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of these Regulations and satisfy one of six criteria.

Given the scale and scope of the scheme, any possible changes can only be made after care-
ful consideration and with regard to the existing and prospective cost of the scheme and the 
available resources.  I have no plans to expand the medical criteria at this time. 

17/09/2014WRH01650Property Taxation Exemptions

17/09/2014WRH01700222. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance his views on extending 
local property tax exemptions to include households where high level care is provided; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [33462/14]

17/09/2014WRH01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that while there is no specific exemption from Local Property Tax (LPT) for a house-
hold where high level care is provided, a residential property occupied by an individual who 
is disabled may qualify for a reduction in the market value of the property for LPT purposes.  
Additionally, where a residential property is occupied by an individual who is permanently 
and totally incapacitated, the property may be exempt from LPT.  These two LPT reliefs are 
outlined below. 

Section 15A of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides for a 
reduction in the market value for LPT purposes of a residential property that has been adapted 
for occupation by a disabled person where the adaptation has been grant-aided, or approved 
for grant aid, by a local authority and where the adaptation increases the market value of the 
property. The person with the disability must occupy the property as his or her sole or main 
residence after the adaptation is completed. Under the Disability Act 2005 disability means “a 
substantial restriction in the capacity of an individual to carry on a profession, business or occu-
pation in the State or to participate in social or cultural life in the State by reason of an enduring 
physical, sensory, mental health or intellectual impairment.” 

Section 10B of the LPT Act provides that an exemption from the charge to LPT may ap-
ply to a residential property purchased, built or adapted to make it suitable for occupation by 
a permanently and totally incapacitated individual as their sole or main residence, where an 
award has been made by the Injuries Board (formerly known as the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board) or a court, or where a trust has been established, specifically for the benefit of such 
individuals. In the case of adaptations to a property, the exemption only applies where the cost 
of the adaptation work exceeds 25% of the market value of the property before it was adapted. 

Entitlement to the exemption provided for in section 10B will depend on whether the extent 
of a person’s disability is such that they are permanently and totally incapacitated from being 
able to maintain themselves. “Maintain” in this context means a person’s ability to support 
themselves by earning an income from working. Total incapacity in this context means that the 
individual is not capable of earning a living from any kind of work.  The incapacity must also 
be permanent, that is, there must be no prospect of the individual recovering, or of the condition 
improving, to the extent that they become capable of maintaining themselves.  I am also advised 
that whether households, where high level care is provided, qualify for relief under section 15A, 
or for exemption under section 10B, will depend on the facts and circumstances of each case.

The Deputy may be aware that following representations and a review of the reliefs, I an-
nounced on 2 May 2014 that I intend bringing forward legislation amending section 15A to re-
move the requirement that any adaptation work on the residential property must be grant-aided, 
or has been approved for grant-aid, by a local authority as one of the qualifying conditions for 
the tax relief.  I also intend to remove the requirement, by way of legislation amending section 
10B, that a permanent and totally incapacitated person must have benefitted from a Court or 
Injuries Board award or a public trust fund, to qualify for the exemption.

My officials wrote to the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners advising her of my 
intention to retrospectively amend the legislation. In view of this, the Chairman has advised 
me that Revenue will apply the exemption and the tax relief in line with the proposed revised 
legislation.  The Commissioners have published detailed guidelines which describe how a resi-
dential property qualifies for the reduction in market value or the exemption under the new 
arrangements, and how liable persons should make their application to Revenue. The Guide-
lines are available on their website at: Guidelines on Local Property Tax Relief For Disabled/ 
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Incapacitated Individuals. 

Under the new arrangements, applications for the reduction in market value should be made 
on Form LPT6. Applications for the exemption should be made on  Form LPT7 or, where the 
application concerns a permanently and totally incapacitated child for whom the Department 
of Social Protection pay a Domiciliary Care Allowance  Form LPT8 should be completed. Ap-
plications should be sent to the Revenue Commissioners, LPT Branch, PO Box 1, Limerick. I 
am informed that Revenue will examine each application and may seek additional information 
if considered necessary before determining whether the person is entitled to a reduction in the 
market value of the property or to the exemption, whichever one is being claimed. 

The Commissioners have also advised that no further action is required where a property 
previously qualified for the reduction in the market value under the LPT legislation and the li-
able person declared the reduced valuation when filing the 2013 LPT1 Return. Similarly, no 
further action is required where a property previously qualified for the exemption and the ex-
emption was claimed when filing the 2013 LPT1 Return.  The reliefs will continue to apply for 
all years up to 2016, inclusive.

I have no plans for the further extension of exemptions in relation to the above issues.

17/09/2014WRH01850Credit Unions Regulation

17/09/2014WRH01900223. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of section 90 
reviews of credit unions carried out by the Central Bank of Ireland in each year since 2010; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33480/14]

17/09/2014WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 90 of the Credit Union Act, 
1997, provides that the Central Bank may appoint an authorised officer to carry out an inspec-
tion and to provide a report of the inspection to the Central Bank. Section 24 of the Central 
Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act, 2013 provides that an authorised officer can include 
any officers or employees of the Central Bank or other suitably qualified persons.

In 2011, the Central Bank adopted a risk-based approach to supervision underpinned by a 
credible enforcement deterrent. The Probability Risk and Impact System - PRISM, is a risk-
based system of supervision that applies to financial institutions regulated by the Central Bank 
of Ireland. In 2012 PRISM was extended to credit unions.

Prior to the implementation of PRISM the Central Bank carried out thematic supervisory 
reviews across a number of selected credit institutions. Engagement between the Central Bank 
and credit unions for 2010 and 2011 is set out in the Central Bank’s Annual Performance State-
ment Financial Regulation 2011-2012 as follows:

 -  2010  2011
 Inspections 7  21
 Outsourced Inspections  200  202
 Meetings  84  88
 Year-end Reviews  286  351

From 2012 onwards risk based supervision in the form of PRISM was introduced.    Engage-
ment between the Central Bank and credit unions for 2012 and 2013 is set out in the Central 
Bank’s Annual Performance Statement Financial Regulation 2013-2014 as follows:
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 - 2012 2013
Full Risk Assessment 14 21
Other Meetings (not as part 
of engagement model)

101 109

1-day engagements 70 90
Other Review   non-PRISM 49 9
The Central Bank has informed me that engagement with credit unions for 2014 is on-going 

and details of this engagement will be published in the Annual Performance Statement Finan-
cial Regulation 2014-2015.

17/09/2014WRH02050Credit Unions

17/09/2014WRH02100224. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the fee structure that has 
been agreed with the liquidator of a credit union (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [33481/14]

17/09/2014WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that section 76 of the Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) Act 2011 provides 
that the Companies Acts apply to the winding-up of an authorised credit institution. The ap-
proval of the remuneration of the liquidators in the case of Berehaven Credit Union Limited 
is therefore a matter for the Courts. The matter has yet to be considered and approved by the 
Courts.

17/09/2014WRH02250Credit Unions

17/09/2014WRH02300225. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of an investiga-
tion into reports that certain credit unions employed illegal tactics to obtain personal details 
relating to customers in arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33482/14]

17/09/2014WRH02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Credit unions are expected to fully com-
ply with all legal and regulatory obligations including all data protection requirements. It is 
further expected that all credit unions fully co-operate with the Office of the Data Protection 
Commissioner in relation to any matters raised.

Under Section 27(A)(1) of the Credit Union Act, 1997, a credit union is required to main-
tain appropriate oversight, policies, procedures, processes, practices, systems, controls, skills, 
expertise and reporting arrangements to ensure the protection of members’ savings. Where a 
credit union outsources its activities it must fully comply with the requirements of Section 76(J) 
of the Credit Union Act, 1997 and the outsourcing chapter of the Central Bank’s Credit Union 
Handbook. A credit union remains legally responsible for compliance with requirements im-
posed under financial services legislation in respect of those activities.

 However, as Minister for Finance I am not in a position to comment on the ongoing inves-
tigation being under taken by the Data Protection Commissioner in relation to claims that credit 
unions have hired private investigators to obtain confidential details on customers.

17/09/2014WRH02450EU Directives
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17/09/2014WRH02500226. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when Ireland will comply 
with the transparency directive on disclosure of holdings in contracts for difference and other 
financial instruments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33483/14]

17/09/2014WRH02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ireland, during its Presidency of the EU 
Council, steered the negotiations with the European Parliament on the revised Transparency 
Directive to successful conclusion. The new rules will prevent the secret building up of a hold-
ing ‘hidden ownership’ by requiring the disclosure of holdings of a wider range of instruments 
including contracts for differences, swaps, futures and other cash settled derivatives. The dead-
line for transposing the Transparency Directive is November 2015.

The Deputy will be aware that there is an extensive package of EU Financial Services legis-
lation requiring transposition over the coming months and years. Meeting the various transposi-
tion deadlines will be challenging for Ireland and indeed for all member states. We, like other 
member states, will give immediate priority to transposing Banking Union legislation where the 
single supervisor mechanism needs to be implemented by the end of October and the resolution 
regulation needs to be transposed by the end of the year. Within this context every effort will be 
made to transpose the Transparency Directive in advance of November 2015 deadline.

17/09/2014WRH02650Tax Code

17/09/2014WRH02700227. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on the taxation 
treatment of contracts for difference; his plans to review the matter; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33484/14]

17/09/2014WRH02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that a contract for difference (CFD) is a form of derivative instrument that enables 
an investor to take a position on a share in a company and its likely performance (either a rise 
or fall in share value) without owning the shares.    The contract is between two parties, usually 
described as “buyer” and “seller”, stipulating that the seller will pay to the buyer the difference 
between the current value of the share   and its value at contract time. If the difference is nega-
tive, then the buyer pays to the seller. 

Where a CFD is held in the course of a financial trade, the accounting profit or loss on the 
transaction is taken into account in calculating the profit or loss of the trade for tax purposes.

Where a CFD is held otherwise than in the course of a financial trade, then it is a capital as-
set for CGT purposes. There are no special rules applying to CFDs; they are subject to the same 
rules as any other chargeable asset. Accordingly, any gain realised on a CFD is taxable with a 
deduction for broker fees incurred in entering into the transaction.

CFDs are exempt from VAT.

A CFD does not attract a stamp duty liability.   In general, stamp duty arises on the purchase 
of shares. Where shares are acquired by a person in the course of carrying on a financial trade 
as intermediary, the intermediary is not subject to stamp duty.  This position was reconfirmed 
when the law as it relates to stamp duty on share transactions underpinning CFDs was reviewed 
in 2007 with a view to ensuring that the market in Irish equities would continue to be a liquid 
market conducive to capital acquisition by Irish firms. 

If any issues, which it is considered would justify the current taxation treatment of CFDs 
being reviewed, are brought to my attention they will be examined in consultation with the 
Revenue Commissioners.



Questions - Written Answers

236

17/09/2014WRH02850NAMA Loans Sale

17/09/2014WRH02900228. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will request the Na-
tional Asset Management Agency to take greater consideration of the nature and long-term  
plans of investors who purchase loans from the agency; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33485/14]

17/09/2014WRH03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The issue raised by the Deputy is a 
commercial matter for NAMA. NAMA’s policy is to ensure that assets offered for sale are 
subject to a competitive bidding process with the objective of obtaining the best price available 
in the market for the ultimate benefit of all Irish taxpayers. NAMA does not give preferential 
treatment to particular bidders based on their country of origin or on their investment strategy 
and I fully endorse NAMA’s policy in that respect. I do not propose to place NAMA and, by 
extension, Irish taxpayers, at a competitive disadvantage relative to other deleveraging entities 
through the imposition of restrictions or curtailments on its ability to recover maximum value 
for the State through the sale of loans and the property assets securing those loans. Strategies 
pursued by purchasers after acquisition is a commercial matter for them.

17/09/2014WRH03050NAMA Operations

17/09/2014WRH03100229. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of occasions on 
which he has made a direction to the National Asset Management Agency to carry out certain 
actions under the terms of powers vested in him by the NAMA Act; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33486/14]

17/09/2014WRH03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have made four of the ten direction 
orders to NAMA under the NAMA Act.  I have also made four direction orders to NAMA under 
the IBRC Act 2013.    I have set out the details of each direction below.

A copy of each Direction Order was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and published 
in Iris Oifigiúil at the time.

Directions made by me relating to NAMA under the NAMA Act and the IBRC Act 2013 are 
also publicly available on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie/governance/legislation/     

Directions to NAMA issued under the Irish Bank Resolution Act 2013 

20 Feb. 2013:  Direction that a draft Deed of Assignment and Transfer be entered into be-
tween the Central Bank of Ireland (as seller) and NAMA (as buyer), pursuant to Section 13(1) 
of the Irish Bank Resolution Act 2013.

7 Feb. 2013:  Direction to the Board of NAMA to provide a short-term facility to the Special 
Liquidators of IBRC, pursuant to Section 13(1) of the Irish Bank Resolution Act 2013.

7 Feb. 2013:  Direction to the Board of NAMA that it make a bid for assets of IBRC, pursu-
ant to Section 13(1) of the Irish Bank Resolution Act 2013.

7 Feb. 2013:  Direction that a draft Deed of Assignment and Transfer be entered into be-
tween the Central Bank of Ireland (as seller) and NAMA (as buyer), pursuant to Section 13(1) 
of the Irish Bank Resolution Act 2013.

Directions issued under the NAMA Act

30 Mar. 2012:  Direction to the Board of NAMA to adopt all reasonable measures to facili-
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tate the short-term financing of IBRC issued under Section 14 of the NAMA Act.

7 Mar. 2012:  Direction to the Board of NAMA concerning the operation of a NAMA Advi-
sory Group, issued under Section 14 of the NAMA Act.

11 May 2011:  The Minister for Finance amends the terms and conditions of the Senior 
notes in order to retain the current valuation of the instruments to support the stability of those 
credit institutions that hold the notes. Direction issued under Section 14 of the NAMA Act.

22 Oct. 2010:  The Minister for Finance amends the regulations issued on 3 March 2010 
to allow for the accelerated acquisition of the remaining loans from the participating institu-
tions.  Regulations issued under Section 79 of the NAMA Act.

22 Oct. 2010:  The Minister for Finance directs the Agency to expedite the acquisition of 
remaining loans from the participating institutions. Direction issued under Section 14 of the 
NAMA Act.

22 Oct. 2010: The Minister for Finance confers additional functions on the Agency in order 
to expedite the acquisition of the remaining loans from the participating institutions. Direction 
issued under Section 11 of the NAMA Act.

14 May 2010:  The Minister for Finance makes a Direction concerning the issuance of 
government-guaranteed debt by NAMA.  Direction issued under Section 14 of the NAMA Act.

3 Mar. 2010:  The Minister for Finance issues regulations in relation to the valuation meth-
odology to be applied by NAMA when acquiring loans.  Regulations issued under Sections 75, 
76, and 79 of the NAMA Act.

23 Dec. 2009:  The Minister for Finance issues regulations prescribing certain classes of 
bank assets as eligible for acquisition by NAMA.   Regulations issued under Section 69 of the 
NAMA Act.

21 Dec. 2009:  The Minister for Finance designates 21 December 2009 as establishment day 
for NAMA. Direction issued under Section 8 of the NAMA Act.

17/09/2014WRH03250NAMA Loans Sale

17/09/2014WRH03300230. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the implications of a court 
ruling (details supplied) on the manner in which the National Asset Management Agency con-
ducts future loan sales; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33487/14]

17/09/2014WRH03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am not aware that the ruling has any 
implications for NAMA’s policy of ensuring that assets are offered for sale to the open market 
so as to optimise the proceeds realised for the benefit of Irish taxpayers. It would not be appro-
priate for me to comment any further on matters that are before the Courts other than to say that 
NAMA is not party  to the proceedings to which the Deputy refers. 

17/09/2014WRH03450NAMA Loans Sale

17/09/2014WRH03500231. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Finance the contracts he has had with 
the National Asset Management Agency in connection with the sale of developer loan books; 
if in view of the housing shortage and the stated Government objectives to address this issue 
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he has discussed with NAMA the way the sale of developer loan books should proceed in this 
regard; his view on whether it is desirable to insert conditions of sale to ensure that the purchas-
ers are obliged to proceed with housing construction on land banks within these loan portfolio; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33524/14]

17/09/2014WRH03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The strategy informing the sale of loans 
by NAMA and the sale of properties by NAMA debtors and receivers is a commercial matter 
for NAMA.    More generally, I do not intend to put NAMA and, by extension, Irish taxpayers, 
at a competitive disadvantage relative to other deleveraging entities through the imposition of 
restrictions or curtailments on its ability to recover maximum value for the State through the 
sale of loans and property assets securing those loans.

The Deputy may be aware that NAMA has committed to protecting its ability to ensure the 
timely and coherent delivery of key Grade A office space and new residential development in 
areas of most need.  NAMA has publicly committed to facilitating the delivery of 4,500 new 
homes in the Dublin area in the period to end-2016 and, following a detailed analysis of debtor 
residential development sites, is working with its debtors and receivers to progress residential 
development sites through appraisal, design and planning processes with a potential to deliver 
up to a total of 25,000 new homes in the years after 2016.  I understand that in this context the 
NAMA Board regularly considers the merits of various delivery methods for commercial and 
residential units including funding arrangements, joint ventures, partnerships and the sale of 
development rights.

17/09/2014WRH03650VAT Exemptions

17/09/2014WRH03700232. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance if he intends to reduce the 
VAT rate on defibrillators as a measure to increase their availability to community and sporting 
organisations [33526/14]

17/09/2014WRH03800243. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if there are any legal con-
straints to reducing the VAT charged on defibrillators to 9%; and his plans to reduce the VAT 
rate on defibrillators. [33798/14]

17/09/2014WRH03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 232 
and 243 together.

The VAT rating of goods and services is constrained by the requirements of EU VAT law 
with which Irish VAT law must comply.  Defibrillators, other than implantable defibrillators, 
are liable to VAT at the standard rate of 23%. Parts or accessories and training are also liable to 
VAT at the standard rate.

There is no provision in the EU VAT Directive that would make it possible to exempt from 
VAT or apply a zero rate to the supply of defibrillators. Under the VAT (Refund of Tax) (No.15) 
Order, 1981 it is possible for individuals to obtain repayment of VAT expended on certain goods 
and appliances which assist persons with a disability to overcome that disability.  In this con-
text, a defibrillator purchased by or on behalf of an individual may qualify for a VAT refund.  
However, a defibrillator purchased for general use by a sports body or charity would not qualify 
for such a refund.

17/09/2014WRH03950Government Deficit
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17/09/2014WRH04000233. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the impact that new statisti-
cal methodologies for the national accounts have had on the debt and deficit outturn for 2010 to 
2013, inclusive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33530/14]

17/09/2014WRH04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European System of National and 
Regional Accounts (ESA) define the accounting rules utilised by Member States and are con-
sistent with the United Nations System of National Accounts (SNA) in definitions, accounting 
rules, and classifications. ESA 2010 are an update of the current rules of national accounts (ESA 
95) and must be adopted by all member states by September 2014.

The primary impact of the new rules is a change in the methodology for calculation of GDP 
as a result of which the level of nominal GDP increases thus improving the key ratios (Debt to 
GDP and deficit to GDP). These amended GDP figures were first published by the CSO as part 
of their National Income and Expenditure (NIE) results 2013 on 03 July 2014. This new mea-
surement basis has been widely discussed in Ireland and other EU member states.

The impact of ESA 2010 can be seen in the overall deficit and debt figures and the underly-
ing components of these two measures. The changes which impact on deficit and debt can be 
broken into three categories: sector classification changes; changes in the treatment of the assets 
and liabilities of pension schemes where pension obligations are transferred to government; 
changes in the treatment of interest on swaps and forward rate agreements (FRAs).

The sector classification issue with the greatest level of materiality is in relation to the clas-
sification of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation (IBRC) in the general government sector with 
effect from mid-2011. This is as a result of the technical change from the ESA 95 standards 
whereby entities that were classified as Monetary Financial Institutions were excluded from 
general government. This automatic exclusion no longer applies under ESA 2010.  This inclu-
sion of IBRC will primarily impact the deficit and debt for the period 2011-2013, with little or 
no effect in 2014 due to the progression of the liquidation process, and is set out as follows:

- 2011 2012 2013 2014f
GG Deficit 
impact

-0.2 -0.4 0.7 0.0

(% GDP; - im-
plies deficit 
worsened, + 
implies deficit 
improvement)

~ ~ ~ ~

GG Debt impact 12.2 10.3 7.2  1.0*
(% GDP; + 
implies debt 
increase)

~ ~ ~ ~

*This is a current provisional estimate.

Under ESA 95, the transfer of a pension fund to government was treated as revenue in the 
year that it took place. However, using ESA 2010 rules there is a neutral effect where the assets 
and liabilities are equal and a negative impact on the deficit where the liabilities exceed the as-
sets of the scheme.  

Under ESA 2010 the calculation of interest for government deficit purposes will in future be 
measured pre-swap under ESA 2010 rather than the current post-swap basis. Depending on the 
relevant transactions the exclusion of swaps may have the effect of either improving or worsen-
ing the deficit figures.
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Taking account of the changes above the most recent deficit and debt information published 
under both methodologies are:

ESA 95

- 2010 2011 2012 2013
Deficit % GDP -10.6 -8.9 -8.2 -7.2
Debt % GDP 91.2 104.1 117.4 123.7
Source: CSO, Eurostat (EDP, April 2014)

ESA 2010

- 2010 2011 2012 2013
Deficit % GDP -11.0 -8.6 -8.1 -5.7
Debt % GDP 87.4 111.1 121.7 123.3
Source: CSO (Q1 GFS release)

17/09/2014WRH04150Tax and Social Welfare Codes

17/09/2014WRH04200234. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance If any consideration has been 
given to the unfair treatment of the secondary carer, who is also a major financial contributor 
to the child, being unable to receive the single person child carer credit when the primary carer 
chooses to cohabit and is no longer able to relinquish the credit to the secondary carer; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33534/14]

17/09/2014WRH04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit (OPFTC) has been replaced with the Single Person Child Carer Credit from 
1 January 2014.   However, the reformed credit is more targeted in that it is, in the first instance, 
only available to the primary carer of the child.

Given the difficult fiscal environment, it is essential to review all tax reliefs, credits and 
incentives in order to ensure that they are properly targeted and if necessary re-focused in order 
that they can achieve the socio-economic objectives that are set for them.

The Commission on Taxation acknowledged that the previous One Parent Family Tax Credit 
played a role in supporting and incentivising the labour market participation of single and wid-
owed parents.  However, in its recommendations it concluded that the credit should be retained 
but that it should be allocated to the primary carer only. The restructuring of the credit achieves 
such an outcome.

The person who cares for the child for most of the year is entitled to the credit in the first 
instance. Agreement as to who will be the primary carer of a child is a matter for the parents or 
guardians. However, only the primary carer is entitled to the credit.

For information, it should be noted that where a primary carer is married, in a civil partner-
ship or cohabiting they would not be entitled to the new credit (or indeed the former one), on 
the basis that the relevant child is not, in the main, being cared for by a single person. In such 
circumstances the primary carer cannot relinquish the credit to a secondary carer. In addition, 
a secondary carer who is married, in a civil partnership or cohabiting, would not be entitled to 
the new credit (or indeed the former one) regardless of the marital status of the primary carer.

  Question No. 235 answered with Question No. 213.
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17/09/2014WRH04450Mortgage Data

17/09/2014WRH04500236. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will request the Central Bank 
of Ireland to publish the number of mortgages held in covered institutions that have been con-
verted from a tracker rate to a variable rate in the past five years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33588/14]

17/09/2014WRH04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware there are a 
range of consumer protection measures in place for consumers with tracker mortgages. In the 
case of those in mortgage difficulty  the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears 
(CCMA) sets out requirements for mortgage lenders when dealing with borrowers facing or in 
arrears on a mortgage which is secured on a primary residence. The CCMA provides a strong 
consumer protection framework to ensure that borrowers struggling to keep up repayments on 
a mortgage loan which is secured on a primary residence are treated in a fair and transparent 
manner by their lender, and that long term resolution is sought by lenders with each of their 
borrowers in genuine mortgage difficulty.

With regard to the protections for those mortgage holders who are on a tracker rate and in 
difficulty with their mortgage, the CCMA provides that the lender must not require a cooperat-
ing borrower to change from an existing tracker mortgage to another mortgage type, as part of 
any alternative repayment arrangement offered to the borrower, except in certain limited cir-
cumstances.   However, in the case of an existing tracker mortgage, if, following consideration 
of the options for an alternative repayment arrangement the lender concludes that none of the 
option(s) that would allow the borrower to retain his/her tracker interest rate is/are appropriate 
and sustainable for the borrower’s individual circumstances, the lender may offer the borrower 
an alternative repayment arrangement which requires the borrower to change from an existing 
tracker mortgage to another mortgage type, if that alternative repayment arrangement is: 

a) affordable for the borrower, and 

b) a long-term sustainable solution which is consistent with Central Bank of Ireland policy 
on sustainability. 

With regard to the publication of the information you have sought, I understand that the 
position of the Central Bank is that there is no evidence that the collection of this data from 
the covered institutions would supplement the data currently disclosed publicly by the Central 
Bank.  

17/09/2014WRH04650National Debt

17/09/2014WRH04700237. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance the cost of servicing the national 
debt; the total amount owed and the interest rate paid each year from 2010 to 2014, inclusive; 
the amount of interest he anticipates will be paid in the year 2015; the details of the source of 
funds used to pay the debt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33596/14]

17/09/2014WRH04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A time series on the outstanding stock 
of national debt and the servicing of national debt are available in the Budgetary and Economic 
Statistics published by my Department. However, as general government debt expressed as a 
percentage of gross domestic product is the standard metric internationally for assessing debt 
levels, this is the more appropriate metric to look at.  On that basis, the general government data 
is set out in the following table.
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The national accounts are compiled in the EU according to the European System of National 
and Regional Accounts (ESA) framework.  Since July 2014, the national accounts are being 
presented on a new statistical basis, ESA 2010. The table presents 2010 to 2013 data on an ESA 
2010 basis, as restated by the CSO in the quarterly government  finance statistics published in 
July 2014.  

It should be noted, however, that the latest estimates for 2014 and 2015 are those published 
in my Department’s Stability Programme Update of April 2014, which were prepared on the 
previous ESA 95 basis. The ESA 2010 changes will impact the forecast for interest due on gen-
eral government debt for the years 2014 and 2015 and will be included in the next update of the 
macro-economic and fiscal forecasts, to be published as part of Budget 2015.      

Table 1 Interest, debt and average interest rate 2010 - 2015

 - 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014f1 2015f1
General 
govern-
ment 
interest (€ 
million)

4,920 5,888 7,157 7,658 7,966 8,452

General 
Govern-
ment Debt 
(€ million)

144,163 190,111 210,226 215,538 204,400 209,300

Implied 
average 
interest 
Rate2

4.71% 4.08% 3.76% 3.64% 3.9% 4.1%

Notes:  

1  2014 and 2015 data on an ESA 95 basis  

2  The implied interest rate is calculated by dividing the general government interest in year 
t by the stock of general government debt outstanding in year t1. Because of the break in the 
series, the implied interest rate for 2014 is that published in SPU 2014. 

Regarding the interest rate paid each year, the various elements of general government debt 
can attract a range of different interest rates. A more practical metric would be to calculate an 
average interest for all general government debt. The table above shows the results of these 
calculations.

General government debt is made up of National Debt and debt from all bodies classified 
within Government. Funds to service the National Debt are sourced from the Central Fund and 
are shown on the Exchequer Statement under non-voted current expenditure. The service of 
debt from bodies classified within Government may be paid from own-resource income or from 
funding allocated to those bodies.

17/09/2014WRH04850Credit Unions Restructuring

17/09/2014WRH04900238. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the persons that own the old 
Newbridge Credit Union building now occupied by PTSB; and if PTSB is not the owner, if it is 
paying rent to any State body and the amount of that rent. [33631/14]
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17/09/2014WRH05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed that the legal 
entity Newbridge Credit Union Limited was placed in liquidation following an order of the 
High Court granted on 16 December 2013. The Newbridge Credit Union building remains in 
the ownership of the legal entity Newbridge Credit Union Limited.  The liquidation process is 
ongoing.  

permanent tsb has made arrangements with the Liquidator to continue to have access to the 
building for a period of time on a commercial basis and these arrangements are still in place.

17/09/2014WRH05050Credit Unions Restructuring

17/09/2014WRH05100239. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he is going to proceed as 
previously promised with allowing the common bond areas of Kilcullen, Kildare Town and 
Rathangan Credit Unions be extended to cover the Newbridge area following the loss of the 
town’s credit union. [33632/14]

17/09/2014WRH05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While the Government is absolutely 
determined to support a strengthened and growing credit union movement and has highlighted 
its support for the return of credit union services to Newbridge, my role is to ensure the legal 
framework for credit unions is appropriate for the effective operation and supervision of the 
sector. 

I have been informed by the Central Bank that it previously confirmed its openness to any 
proposals to re-establish credit union services in the Newbridge area.  Any proposal to establish 
a new credit union or to extend the common bond of an existing credit union is subject to regu-
latory approval by the Central Bank.

  Question No. 240 answered with Question No. 213.

17/09/2014WRH05350Tax Code

17/09/2014WRH05400241. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will address the follow-
ing biases in the tax code vis-à-vis self-employed persons (details supplied). [33732/14]

17/09/2014WRH05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that the PAYE allowance, 
as it was then, was introduced in 1980 to improve the tax progression of PAYE taxpayers and 
to take account of the fact that the self-employed generally then had the advantage of paying 
tax on a preceding year basis. The argument was also made at the time that the general scheme 
of allowances for expenses discriminated against employees and in favour of other taxpayers. 

There have been some changes since 1980. For example, the self-employed now pay tax 
on a current year basis. In addition, the PAYE allowance has become a tax credit. However, 
significant timing benefits remain, depending on the accounting period used by the taxpayer. In 
addition, the expenses regime remains somewhat more liberal than that afforded to employees 
and therefore the self-employed can actually pay less tax when compared to a PAYE worker on 
the same income. 

Although employees who earn less than €352 per week are exempt from making an em-
ployee PRSI contribution, employers are obliged to make an employer’s contribution, which 
is currently 8.5%, on their behalf, provided the employee earns in excess of €38 per week. In 
the absence of a similar employer PRSI element to PRSI for the self-employed, the minimum 
self-employed PRSI contribution ensures that a contribution to the Social Insurance Fund is 
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made in respect of all those who work. In return eligibility for certain generous Social Protec-
tion payments is accrued. 

An employer is obliged, on making any payment of earnings or emoluments to an em-
ployee, to deduct from the earnings or emoluments the amount of PRSI which is due in relation 
to the employment with him or her.  If an employee works for different employers in the same 
income tax week, each employer is obliged to make deductions at the correct class of PRSI in 
relation to the employment with him or her only.  

Section 13 (2) (a) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 states “where in any contri-
bution week a payment of not more than €352 per week (or the equivalent thereof) is made to or 
for the benefit of an employed contributor in respect of reckonable earnings of that contributor 
relating to an employment, a contribution shall not be payable by that employed contributor 
in respect of those earning from that employment”. Notwithstanding the above, the employer 
PRSI element remains payable.

17/09/2014WRH05550VAT Exemptions

17/09/2014WRH05600242. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Finance if he has received a copy of the 
recent report for Fáilte Ireland, An Analysis of the Impact of the VAT Reduction on Irish Tour-
ism and Tourism Development; if he has noted its content; if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that the report published by Fáilte Ireland outlined that the lower VAT rate of 9%, which 
was introduced to give the tourism sector a boost in 2011 and which has been maintained ever 
since, is continuing to have significant benefits for the economy; if he has noted that since its 
introduction more than 30,000 jobs have been added to the sector as a result of the measure be-
ing in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33733/14]

17/09/2014WRH05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have received the report from Fáilte 
Ireland as part of the Budget submission from the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport. As 
with all pre-Budget submissions, the proposals will be considered as part of the wider budget-
ary objectives.

The 9% reduced VAT rate for tourism related services was introduced in July 2011 as part 
of the Government Jobs Initiative. The measure was designed to boost tourism and create ad-
ditional jobs in that sector.  In Budget 2014 I announced that the 9% VAT rate would be retained 
indefinitely at a cost of €290 million in 2014 and €350 million in a full year.  The Budget change 
means that the 9% rate is not due to expire, but it is subject to change in the normal course of 
the budgetary and Finance Bill process, as with all taxes.  In this context, there would be no ad-
ditional cost of maintaining the 9% VAT rate in 2015 and subsequent years.

  Question No. 243 answered with Question No. 232.

17/09/2014WRJ00250VAT Rate Application

17/09/2014WRJ00300244. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the State of amend-
ing the VAT directives to allow for a 0% VAT rate on voluntary rescue activities; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33844/14]

17/09/2014WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the VAT rating of goods and services is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law, 
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with which Irish VAT law must comply. While we can maintain the zero rating on those goods 
and services which were zero-rated before 1 January 1991, the goods and services referred to by 
the Deputy do not fall within this category. Similarly, Member States may only apply a reduced 
VAT rate to those goods and services set out in Annex III of the EU VAT Directive (2006/112/
EC). Safety equipment is not included in this annex. Therefore, it is not possible to apply a zero 
or reduced VAT rate to these goods and services.

Organisations involved in rescue at sea may be entitled to specific VAT refunds under the 
conditions set out in Refund Orders S.I 249 of 2013 which replaced S.I 192 of 2005.  The Re-
fund Orders do not apply to mountain rescue organisation.

Notwithstanding the above, it is not possible to cost the proposed change. The information 
to be provided to the Revenue Commissioners on VAT returns does not require the yield from 
particular sectors of trade or categories of goods/services to be separately identified.

17/09/2014WRJ00450Mortgage Arrears Proposals

17/09/2014WRJ00500245. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans to implement the 
Houses of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform’s report 
on hearings on matters relating to mortgage arrears resolution processes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33921/14]

17/09/2014WRJ00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I note the recommendations contained 
in the Report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform in 
relation to mortgage arrears.  The Deputy is aware that the Government has developed a com-
prehensive cross-Departmental strategy in this area in line with the main recommendations of 
the 2011 Keane Report. The implementation of this strategy is overseen at Government level by 
a special sub-committee which is chaired by the Taoiseach and at official level by a mortgage 
arrears steering group which is chaired by the Department of Finance.

The Government has significantly advanced a number of key measures in this regard, in-
cluding;

1. An intensification by the Central Bank of its engagement with mortgage lenders to re-
quire them, under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Targets (MART) process, to propose and 
conclude sustainable and durable alternative arrangements with their customers in mortgage 
arrears. Targets have been set to the end of 2014 and by this date the relevant banks covered 
by the MART process will be required to have proposed sustainable solutions to 85% of mort-
gages which are more than 90 days in arrears and to have concluded solutions with 45% of such 
mortgages;

2. Significant reforms to personal insolvency and the establishment of the Insolvency Ser-
vice of Ireland, to provide more accessible and flexible statutory frameworks for people with 
unsustainable personal and mortgage debt to address their position;

3. Updating the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears to provide additional safeguards to 
cooperating borrowers while also promoting and encouraging efforts by both lenders and bor-
rowers to meaningfully address mortgage arrears or pre-arrears;

4. Mortgage to rent which is now available as a social housing response to allow people to 
remain in their house, where possible; and

5. The provision of an independent mortgage information and advice service.
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The Central Bank’s latest ‘Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics’ publi-
cation for the end of Q2 2014 (http://www.centralbank.ie/press-area/press-releases/Pages/Resi-
dentialMortgageArrearsandRepossessionsQ22014.aspx), shows that the number of mortgage 
accounts for principal dwelling houses (PDH) in arrears, fell for the fourth consecutive quarter, 
and, at the end of June 2014,  90,343 PDH mortgage accounts (11.8 per cent in total) were more 
than 90 days in arrears, representing a decline of 3% over the quarter.   The data also shows that 
almost 102,000 PDH mortgage accounts were classified as restructured and, of these, 81.2 per 
cent were deemed to be meeting the terms of their current restructure arrangement.

Separately from Central Bank quarterly reports, a monthly reporting regime on mortgage re-
structures and arrears for the six main banks covered by the Central Bank’s MART process has 
been put in place by my Department.  The latest publication, with data for the end of July 2014, 
shows that the number of PDH mortgage accounts in arrears of greater than 90 days has fallen 
by over 7,100 accounts when compared to the end of Q1 2014 while the total number of PDH 
mortgage arrears has fallen by 8,845 accounts in the same period.

Taken together, the overall strategy and framework is in place to enable banks to work with 
distressed homeowners to reach sustainable solutions for dealing with their personal indebted 
situations.  Nevertheless, relevant Departments and agencies will continue to keep the position 
under review and can make any further adaptions to the overall framework as considered appro-
priate.  However, early and effective engagement between borrowers and lenders remain key to 
resolving most cases of mortgage difficulty.  Where there is effective and meaningful engage-
ment by all parties regarding a mortgage difficulty, the data shows that an increasing number of 
durable long term mortgage restructures can and is being put in place.

17/09/2014WRJ00650Excise Duties

17/09/2014WRJ00700246. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence (de-
tails supplied) regarding excise duty on alcohol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33963/14]

17/09/2014WRJ00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The correspondence attached to the 
Deputy’s question makes a number of points in relation to excise duty increases in Budgets 
2013 and 2014.  The correspondence also refers to the incentive for cross-border shopping and 
the risks to tourism resulting from increases in excise on alcohol.

The increases to excise duty on alcohol in Budgets 2013 and 2014 must be seen firstly in 
the context of the Government’s need to raise revenue to provide services.  Secondly, these in-
creases should not be viewed in isolation but together with the history of excise rates on alcohol 
in Ireland.  To this end I would remind the Deputy that excise duties on alcohol were reduced 
significantly in Budget 2010 and also that the rate of duty on spirits and beer remained largely 
unchanged between 1993 and 2009.  It should also be noted that the excise, as a proportion of 
the pint, is lower now in 2014 than it was 10 years ago.

In relation to the points raised about tourism, I would point out that in July 2011 I introduced 
a 9% reduced VAT rate for tourism related services as part of the Government Jobs Initiative. 
The measure was designed to boost tourism and create additional jobs in that sector. The 9% 
rate applies to the supply of food and drink (excluding alcohol, soft drinks and bottled water) in 
the course of catering.  I also provided for the abolition of the Air Travel Tax in Budget 2014 to 
further assist the tourism sector.

In relation to cross-border shopping, the most recent cross-border price survey carried out 
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by the Revenue Commissioners in July 2014 can be found online on the Revenue website. The 
survey compares prices in the off-trade rather than the on-trade, and does not support the at-
tached correspondence’s contention that a price difference of 35% in respect of beer, wine and 
spirits exists between prices in Northern Ireland and the State.

17/09/2014WRJ00850Tax Reliefs Application

17/09/2014WRJ00900247. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to include a tax 
relief for persons who were first time buyers and did not purchase buy to let properties but have 
been forced to rent their homes due to negative equity, unemployment or other reasons unfore-
seen when the homes were originally purchased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33974/14]

17/09/2014WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware of, and have sympathy for, 
the difficulties some mortgage holders are encountering as a result of finding themselves in the 
situations which you have outlined in your question.

My officials are currently examining this matter as part of the normal budgetary deliberative 
process. However, there are a considerable number of complex policy issues that would need 
to be examined and addressed before I could consider tax relief as a potential solution to the 
matter.

Notwithstanding the above, it is worth noting that a recent research note from the ESRI, 
shows a reduction of 45,000 approximately (on 2012 figures) in the number of mortgage loans 
in negative equity up to the end of 2013 and a further reduction is forecast for 2014. In addi-
tion, the Deputy will also be aware of the improving situation as regards employment in the 
economy.

17/09/2014WRJ01050Banking Sector

17/09/2014WRJ01100248. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to 
protect from eviction the homeowners living in the homes that are part of Ulster Bank’s sale 
of non-performing home loans, Project Aran; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33987/14]

17/09/2014WRJ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Irish financial services legislation, in-
cluding Codes issued by the Central Bank of Ireland, provide strong protections to borrowers 
when dealing with regulated lenders. In particular, for borrowers facing financial difficulty on 
a mortgage which is secured on a primary residence, the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on 
Mortgage Arrears (“CCMA”) sets out requirements for mortgage lenders dealing with borrow-
ers facing or in mortgage arrears.  The CCMA provides a strong consumer protection frame-
work to ensure that borrowers struggling to keep up mortgage repayments are treated in a fair 
and transparent manner by their lender, and that long term resolution is sought by lenders with 
each of their borrowers who are in genuine mortgage difficulty.

The CCMA applies to the mortgage lending activities of all regulated entities, except credit 
unions, operating in the State, including, inter alia, a financial services provider authorised, 
registered or licensed in another EU or EEA Member State and which has provided, or is pro-
viding, mortgage lending activities in the State. However, the sale of a loan book by a regulated 
entity to an unregulated entity does not require Central Bank approval. Nevertheless, as the 
Deputy will be aware, the Government is currently considering a further legislative proposal to 
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provide that CCMA protections will continue to be available to those consumers whose mort-
gages are sold to unregulated entities.  Furthermore, it should also be noted that, even if a repos-
session case has commenced in the legal system, the Land and Conveyancing (Law Reform) 
Act 2013 now provides a statutory power to the Court, if it considers it appropriate in the par-
ticular case,  to adjourn a repossession proceedings in relation to a principal private residence 
in order to allow the borrower to consult a personal insolvency practitioner (PIP) and, where 
appropriate, to instruct the PIP to make a Personal Insolvency Arrangement (PIA) proposal.  In 
formulating a proposal for a PIA, the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 places an onus on a PIP to 
do so on terms that shall not, insofar as reasonably practicable, require the borrower to dispose 
of an interest or cease to occupy a principal private residence.  

17/09/2014WRJ01350National Debt

17/09/2014WRJ01400249. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance when he will confirm the amount 
by which the national debt was reduced following the transfer of the water-related debt in local 
authorities to Irish Water; the impact this will have on the national debt; the savings expected 
on an annual basis in terms of interest on the national debt; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33994/14]

17/09/2014WRJ01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): One the key benefits of establishing 
Irish Water as a commercial utility is that it will be able to access capital markets to raise the 
funds needed to tackle infrastructure deficit in water services infrastructure in a timely manner.  
So, in the future, the borrowings of Irish Water will not affect the national or general govern-
ment debt.  To access capital markets, Irish Water needs to have credibility in terms of collateral 
and capacity to service its debt.

The identification and quantification of the relevant financial liabilities transferring from 
Local Authorities to Irish Water is one of the key tasks being undertaken as part of the overall 
financial exercise currently being conducted between Irish Water and Local Authorities. My of-
ficials have been informed by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment that a due diligence exercise is underway which, when completed, will clarify the position 
on the non-domestic debtors, along with any unfunded capital balances and any other miscel-
laneous debtors that are to transfer to Irish Water. When the due diligence exercise is completed 
the opening balance sheet take-on from Local Authorities will be known. 

17/09/2014WRJ01550Departmental Contracts

17/09/2014WRJ01600250. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of administrative 
arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service to which the Department is a party; if he will 
provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrangement; the duration of 
these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these administrative arrange-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34003/14]

17/09/2014WRJ01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In replying to this question, I have lim-
ited the response to services received from, or provided to, other Government Departments for 
2014.

Following the split of the Department in July 2011, and the establishment of the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER), my Department entered into an administra-
tive arrangement whereby the Department of Finance continued to organise all accommodation 
arrangements for the two departments and DPER took responsibility for the provision of IT 
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services for the two departments. External costs are shared on a pro-rata basis and will vary 
from year-to-year.  There is no administrative charges for the services we provide or receive.

Services the Department of Finance Pro-
vides

-

Public Expenditure and Reform Facilities Management including mainte-
nance, repairs, and cleaning

 Pay and Pensions 
 File Management
 Printing 

Services Other Departments provide to the 
Department of Finance

-

Office of Public Works Property management and Property Mainte-
nance

Office of the Government Chief Information 
Office 

ICT Services 

My Department also provides accounting and financial management services to the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform (including the Office of Government Procurement and 
the Shared Services Vote), the President’s Establishment and the Office of the Ombudsman. 
Under the guise of the Office of the Paymaster General, the Department provides a banking/
funds transfer service to all other Departments and Offices, except the Office of Public Works, 
and a pension payment service to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and to 
the Department of Education (for VEC retirees), Solas, the Law Reform Commission and the 
National Education and Welfare Board. Since September 2014, the salary and travel expense 
payment service, which the Department previously provided for its own staff and to various De-
partments/Offices and other public sector entities, has been transferred to the Shared Services 
Vote, which is under the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Finally, my Department administers the EU Council Travel Reimbursement Scheme.  This 
scheme operates in all Member States and reimburses for travel costs incurred in respect of at-
tendance at designated EU Council meetings.

17/09/2014WRJ01750Scottish Referendum

17/09/2014WRJ01800251. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has prepared a memo-
randum on the economic implications here of a “Yes” vote in the Scottish independence refer-
endum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34118/14]

17/09/2014WRJ01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s consistent position 
has been that the issue of Scottish independence is a matter for decision by the people of Scot-
land. The Government has adopted a strictly neutral approach to the debate in Scotland and has 
avoided speculation on, or anticipation of, potential outcomes. 

Our impartiality should not however be mistaken for indifference. We fully recognise the 
importance of developments in Scotland and we are monitoring the situation and its implica-
tions in light of our own interests and policy objectives. We maintain regular contacts with 
the relevant authorities and with key people, including through our Ambassador to the United 
Kingdom and our Consul General in Edinburgh. The Government accords high priority to the 
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maintenance and development of strong relations with all our neighbours in these islands and 
will continue to do so.

17/09/2014WRJ01950Banking Sector

17/09/2014WRJ02000252. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Irish banks’ holdings of 
tracker mortgages will be eligible for the recently announced plan by the ECB to buy asset-
backed securities and covered bonds; the potential benefits of this plan for the economy here; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34120/14]

17/09/2014WRJ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed that the detailed 
modalities of the ECB proposal to purchase Asset Backed Securities (“ABS”) and Covered 
Bonds (“ACS”) will not be announced until after the ECB Governing Council meeting on 2 
October 2014.  As a result it is currently unclear whether existing bonds retained as collateral 
or newly created bonds by relevant banks in Ireland will be eligible for the schemes.  However, 
to the extent that the ECB proposals reduce the cost of market funding in the ABS and ACS 
markets then banks could benefit from lower funding costs on any future issuance of such in-
struments.  If tracker mortgages are contained within an eligible ABS and ACS vehicle they will 
be indirectly eligible for the scheme.

It is also worth noting that the ECB is this month commencing a funding scheme, Tar-
geted Long Term Refinancing Operation (“TLTRO”), which aims to incentivise SME lending 
growth amongst Euro area banks.  The details of the scheme are complex but I expect that Irish 
banks involved in SME lending will access the scheme.   

While it is probable that the Irish banks will be able to access market funding at lower costs 
the reduction in ECB base rates will negatively impact the profitability of their tracker mort-
gages.  For consumers the ECB announcement is positive for those holding tracker mortgages, 
a significant proportion of the total mortgage pool, but could be negative for savers if banks 
lower deposit rates.  The impact of these proposals on the economy is uncertain, though I would 
expect  them to be positive for the domestic economy.

17/09/2014WRJ02150Tax Code

17/09/2014WRJ02200253. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the way the apportionment 
exercise to determine the price of a property for stamp duty purposes in mixed sales is carried 
out, monitored and verified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34163/14]

17/09/2014WRJ02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999 (“the Act”) contains specific provisions 
governing the apportionment of the overall consideration in mixed sales  as between residential 
and non-residential parts of properties for the purposes of determining the appropriate rate of 
stamp duty to be applied. These provisions are contained in Section 45 and Schedule 1 to the 
Act.  Essentially, the Act requires that the overall consideration in mixed sales is to be appor-
tioned by reference to the value of the residential and the value of the non-residential parts of 
properties on a basis that is just and reasonable by reference to the facts.

Stamp Duty is a self assessment tax. Accordingly, it is the responsibility of the taxpayer in 
the first instance when making a stamp duty return to apply the appropriate apportionment on a 
just and reasonable basis in accordance with the requirements of the Act.
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The Revenue Commissioners monitor tax compliance by taxpayers generally in accordance 
with their compliance programmes. Cases are selected for compliance checks in accordance 
with various risk criteria applied by Revenue.  Where they consider that a taxpayer has not 
made a just and reasonable apportionment of consideration as between the residential part and 
the non-residential part of a mixed property, they will examine the facts (where necessary, 
obtaining an opinion from a valuer) in relation to the reasonableness of the taxpayer’s appor-
tionment. Where it is considered that a taxpayer’s apportionment is not acceptable, they will 
correspond with the taxpayer with a view to reaching agreement on the correct apportionment. 
If agreement cannot be reached, Revenue may amend a taxpayer’s assessment to reflect the cor-
rect apportionment. A taxpayer may appeal any such amended assessment if he or she disagrees 
with it.

17/09/2014WRJ02350Tax Collection

17/09/2014WRJ02400254. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular 
form the total amount of the local property tax in every local authority area from 2009 to 2014; 
the amount collected in each local authority from 2009 to 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34169/14]

17/09/2014WRJ02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that Local 
Property Tax (LPT) statistics are only available for 2013 and 2014 as LPT was introduced in 
July 2013.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that compliance data in relation to the Local 
Property Tax (LPT) is available broken down by city and county councils nationally and the 
most up to date figures for LPT collected in 2013 and 2014 were published on 18 July 2014 
on the Commissioners’ website at: Local Property Tax Preliminary Compliance Data as at July 
2014 (PDF, 332KB). The Commissioners have confirmed that by the end of December 2013, 
€318m had been transferred by Revenue to the Exchequer in respect of LPT.  Of this amount, 
€242m was in respect of LPT for 2013 and €76m relates to 2014 LPT. By the end of August 
2014, a further €363m was transferred by Revenue to the Exchequer.

17/09/2014WRJ02550Financial Services Ombudsman

17/09/2014WRJ02600255. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) on a personal pension plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34173/14]

17/09/2014WRJ02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset, I should state that primary 
responsibility for pensions policy rests with the Minister for Social Protection. However, the 
services provided by the Financial Services Ombudsman (FSO) supplement the availability of 
the courts to adjudicate on disputes involving financial services products. FSO complaints are 
free of charge to the consumer.

The legislation governing the FSO is clear about the circumstances in which he can decline 
to investigate a complaint. 

According to the relevant legislation, the Financial Services Ombudsman can decide not to 
investigate a complaint or to discontinue an investigation of a complaint on the grounds that 

(a) the complaint is frivolous or vexatious or was not made in good faith or
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(b) the subject-matter of the complaint is trivial or

(c) the conduct complained of occurred at too remote a time to justify investigation or

(d) there is or was available to the complainant an alternative and satisfactory means of re-
dress in relation to the conduct complained of or

(e) the complainant has no interest or an insufficient interest in the conduct complained of.

The legislation is also clear that the Ombudsman is an independent officer and it would not 
be appropriate for me to intervene in an individual complaint or to comment on how the com-
plaint was treated.

Allegations of fraudulent or illegal activity should be brought to the attention of An Garda 
Síochána. It is not the role of the Minister for Finance to act as an intermediary. I understand 
from the details supplied that the correspondent has reported the matter to an Garda Síochána 
and it would not be appropriate for me to comment on an ongoing investigation.

17/09/2014WRJ02750Credit Availability

17/09/2014WRJ02800256. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to pro-
vide for a low cost, low amount social lending facility operated on a non-profit basis to counter 
the growth of moneylenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34215/14]

17/09/2014WRJ02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The legislation governing personal 
loans of €200 and over is the European Communities (Consumer Credit Agreements) Regula-
tions 2010, as amended.  This legislation established common rules on consumer credit aimed 
at harmonising certain aspects of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions on con-
sumer credit in the EU. It increased the transparency of contractual conditions and improved 
the level of consumer protection. 

In addition, moneylenders must comply with the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 
for Licensed Moneylenders and the Consumer Credit Act, 1995.  As the Deputy may be aware, 
the total number of licensed moneylenders has been reducing over the past number of years, 
with 41 operating in the State as at 15 July 2014.  The Central Bank will continue to monitor 
this sector closely and will take action, where necessary, to protect borrowers’ interests.

While I do not have any specific plans to introduce such a lending facility as described by 
the Deputy at present, any proposal in this area would have to considered in conjunction with 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Social Protection.

17/09/2014WRJ02950Universal Social Charge Yield

17/09/2014WRJ03000257. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance the amount of money that has 
been collected through the various rates of the universal social charge since it was introduced in 
tabular form on a yearly basis; the amount would it cost the Exchequer if all rates were reduced 
by 1% based on the current level of contribution; his plans to review the current rates and bands 
in the forthcoming budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34236/14]

17/09/2014WRJ03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The receipts collected under the Uni-
versal Social Charge (USC) are listed in the table. It is important to take into account that these 
figures are based on end-year outturns and are on a Revenue Net Receipt basis. These can differ 
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slightly from Exchequer Receipts for reasons of accounting and timing. 

USC Social Charge 2011 - € m 2012 - € m 2013 - € m
USC Net Receipts 3,114 3,790 3,930

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the necessary data are not compiled in 
such a manner as to enable receipts to be broken down by band. However, the following table 
provides a breakdown by rate of the number of individuals who paid USC in 2012 (the most 
recent tax year for which complete data are available). These figures are rounded to the nearest 
1,000. 

USC Rate No.
Exempt 523,000
4% 267,000
7% 1,444,000

There is a 2% USC rate, applicable to the first €10,036. However where an individual’s total 
income for a year does not exceed €10,036, they are exempt from USC, thus there are effec-
tively no cases where an individual is solely liable to the 2% rate.

I am further informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the first and full year cost to the 
Exchequer, estimated by reference to 2015 incomes, of reducing the USC rates by 1%, would 
be of the order of €590 million and €830 million respectively.  

These figures are estimates from the Revenue tax forecasting model using latest actual data 
for the year 2012, adjusted as necessary for income, self-employment and employment trends 
in the interim. They are provisional and may be revised. Married persons or civil partners who 
have elected or have been deemed to have elected for joint assessment are counted as one tax 
unit.

17/09/2014WRJ03150NAMA Accounts

17/09/2014WRJ03200258. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the cumulative loss in-
curred by the National Asset Management Agency since its inception. [34239/14]

17/09/2014WRJ03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA has reported profits in the last 
three of the four years in which it has been in operation and reported net reserves of over €800m 
at end-2013. The profit and loss position for each year is set out in a series of NAMA annual 
reports and financial statements, which are publicly available on the NAMA website, www.
nama.ie

17/09/2014WRJ03350NAMA Portfolio Value

17/09/2014WRJ03400259. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the value of assets under 
management at the National Asset Management Agency. [34240/14]

17/09/2014WRJ03500264. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the value of assets con-
trolled by the National Asset Management Agency, in both NAMA and par value terms; the 
value of assets that NAMA would need dispose of by the end of 2016, to meet its recently an-
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nounced internal target of disposing of at least 80% of assets by the end of 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34245/14]

17/09/2014WRJ03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 259 
and 264 together.

I am advised by NAMA that the value of NAMA loans and receivables at end-June 2014 
was €15.3 billion.

NAMA has indicated that it will have redeemed 50% (equivalent to €15 billion) of its bonds 
by end 2014 and it proposes to redeem 80% of its senior debt by 2016. It is a matter for NAMA, 
by reference to its independent commercial mandate, to determine how best to meet this target.

17/09/2014WRJ03650NAMA Operations

17/09/2014WRJ03700260. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if the objective of the Na-
tional Asset Management Agency is to break even by the time it concludes its operations and if 
such an objective requires NAMA to generate a profit to offset its cumulative loss, and whether 
the NAMA objective of breaking even equates to a net annual return on assets under manage-
ment of approximately 0.3% per annum for each of the next six years. [34241/14]

17/09/2014WRJ03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In early 2013 after the appointment 
of Special Liquidators to IBRC, the State had a contingent liability of €43 billion, including 
NAMA’s State-guaranteed senior bonds. By the end of 2015, this contingent liability will have 
fallen to €15 billion. 

I am advised that one of NAMA’s key objectives, over its projected life, is to redeem, at a 
minimum, the Senior Bonds issued as consideration for loans in addition to recovery of its car-
rying costs and recovery of working and development capital expenditure advanced to debtors. 
I am advised that, by the time it concludes its operations, based on the assumption that current 
market conditions will be sustained, NAMA expects that it will be in a position to repay its 
senior and subordinated debt and it is optimistic that it may also generate a surplus for the tax-
payer. However, at this point, it is too early to speculate as to the scale of any potential future 
surplus and, by extension, the ultimate return that will be achieved on its acquired assets. 

17/09/2014WRJ03850NAMA Operations

17/09/2014WRJ03900261. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the steps that have been 
taken by his Department or the National Asset Management Agency regarding target rates of re-
turns on investment sought and obtained by asset management companies (details supplied) and 
other organisations which invested significant sums in Irish financial and property assets to en-
sure adequate returns on investment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34242/14]

17/09/2014WRJ04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA engages actively with a broad 
array of investors as part of its market activity. These investors are not homogeneous in their 
objectives and targets; they range from investors with relatively short-term investment horizons 
and high rate of return targets to investors with long-term horizons and requirements for steady, 
less volatile, returns. Their asset preferences will also vary by reference to asset classes and 
regions. Based on prices achieved and the level of competition evident, NAMA is satisfied that 
the diversity of the asset and loan portfolios which it has offered to the market over the past two 
years has been well aligned with the broad range of investor requirements.
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17/09/2014WRJ04050NAMA Operations

17/09/2014WRJ04100262. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the publica-
tion of the report by the Comptroller and Auditor General into the operation of National Asset 
Management Agency on 20 May 2014, which recommended that NAMA adopt a target annual 
rate of return, and following the appearance by NAMA at the Committee of Public Accounts 
on 29 May, when the chief executive officer of NAMA rejected the Comptroller and Auditor 
General’s proposal, his plans to direct NAMA to adopt a target annual return on investment; his 
views on NAMA’s rejection of the Comptroller and Auditor General’s proposal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34243/14]

17/09/2014WRJ04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that NAMA is currently 
reviewing its options with regard to the C&AG’s recommendation. As was pointed out by the 
NAMA Chairman at a meeting of the Public Accounts Committee in May, NAMA already has 
in place a high-quality Management Reporting and Key Performance Indicator (KPI) infra-
structure. In that context, NAMA is assessing what incremental benefit, if any, a potential rate 
of return analysis would yield.

My officials have been in contact with NAMA regarding this issue since the C&AG’s pro-
posal and I look forward to hearing the outcome of NAMA’s considerations in this regard.

17/09/2014WRJ04250NAMA Operations

17/09/2014WRJ04300263. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the statement 
by the chief executive officer of a company (details supplied), if he is concerned that State-
controlled assets are being sold to this and similar organisations at prices which do not reflect 
long-term values; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34244/14]

17/09/2014WRJ04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It would be completely inappropriate 
for me to comment on these third party opinions. I am advised that NAMA’s strategy in each of 
its main markets has been to release assets for sale in a phased and orderly manner consistent 
with the level of demand, the availability of credit and the absorption capacity of each market.  
In Ireland, over the period from 2010 to 2012, NAMA adopted a strategy of limiting asset 
disposals into a market where demand was practically non-existent and where prices were still 
trending downwards. Releasing too many assets for sale could have damaged a very fragile 
market.  

In 2013, the Irish market stabilised and commercial yields were at levels which began to 
attract the attention of serious investors.  The strategy adopted by NAMA in its early years has 
contributed to the robust recovery that is now evident in the market, a recovery which in turn 
has enabled NAMA to increase the flow of assets for sale and to sell loan portfolios and proper-
ties at very competitive prices.  

NAMA’s policy is that the sale of all loans and the sale of properties by debtors and receiv-
ers should be openly marketed to ensure that the best price available in the market is achieved 
in all instances. I fully endorse NAMA’s strategy of taking full advantage of current strong mar-
ket conditions to reduce the contingent liability on taxpayers represented by its senior, State-
guaranteed, bonds.

  Question No. 264 answered with Question No. 259.
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17/09/2014WRJ04550IBRC Liquidation

17/09/2014WRJ04600265. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the process by which 
the special liquidators of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation will attempt to dispose of the 
remaining assets of IBRC; if those assets will be revalued and, if so, on what basis; the sales 
process including expected timescales; the outcome for any assets unsold at the end of the pro-
cess; his plans to direct the National Asset Management Agency to acquire any unsold assets; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34246/14]

17/09/2014WRJ04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators expect that the 
proceeds raised from the sale of IBRC assets to be sufficient to fully repay the IBRC debt to 
NAMA (previously the Central Bank of Ireland). NAMA acquired €12.9bn of senior debt in 
February 2013 as part of the Promissory Note transaction, following repayments by the Special 
Liquidators this has been reduced to €0.1bn at the end August 2014 and is expected to be fully 
repaid by the end of the year. As a result, NAMA will not now be obliged to purchase unsold 
IBRC assets at their independent valuation as previously envisaged. 

The Special Liquidators are devising and managing a further sales process in respect of the 
unsold assets in a manner that maximises the return to all remaining creditors of IBRC, includ-
ing the State. A revaluation process of the unsold assets, using standard valuation methodolo-
gies appropriate to each class of asset, is in the process of being completed by independent 
professional advisors.

Over the last number of months the Special Liquidators corresponded with all remaining 
borrowers of IBRC providing them with an opportunity to make written representations on the 
method of disposal of their loans and the criteria for determining who may bid for loan assets. 
Consideration has been given to these borrower representations and the Special Liquidators are 
in the process of responding to these borrower representations.

The Special Liquidators expect the sales process for the majority of the loan assets to be 
completed before 31 December 2014.

17/09/2014WRJ04750NAMA Debtors

17/09/2014WRJ04800266. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the original number of 
debtor connections managed by the National Asset Management Agency after it had concluded 
the acquisition of loans from the financial institutions from 2010 to 2012; and the number of 
debtor connections currently managed at NAMA, following a number of recent disposals of 
assets by NAMA. [34247/14]

17/09/2014WRJ04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  At the end of 2011, after it had acquired 
all of its loans, NAMA managed 775 debtor connections. Arising from loan and portfolio sales 
and a refinancing of loans by some debtors, NAMA currently manages 676 connections.

17/09/2014WRJ04950NAMA Debtors

17/09/2014WRJ05000267. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the number of debtor 
connections being managed by the National Asset Management Agency whose loans have been 
foreclosed upon. [34248/14]

17/09/2014WRJ05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am advised by NAMA that, as at end-
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August 2014, 427 insolvency appointments had been made across a total of 327 debtor connec-
tions.  Of these debtor connections, 210 debtor connections are fully enforced whilst 117 debtor  
connections are partially enforced.

17/09/2014WRJ05150NAMA Operations

17/09/2014WRJ05200268. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the submission 
for approval in April 2014 to the European Commission of the acquisitions of approximately 
€47 billion of par value loan acquisitions by the National Asset Management Agency, if he will 
provide an update on that approval; if the Commission has communicated any issues or prob-
lems to NAMA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34249/14]

17/09/2014WRJ05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On July 29, 2014 the European Com-
mission published its decision for case SA.38562 regarding the transfer of tranches 3 - 9 of 
assets to NAMA.  As was the case in previous transfers of assets to NAMA, the European Com-
mission raised no objection to the transfer.

The European Commission decision is available on the European Commission website at 
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38562.  The 
European Commission intends to publish the full text of the decision in due course.

17/09/2014WRJ05350NAMA Transactions

17/09/2014WRJ05400269. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an up-
date on the provision of vendor finance by the National Asset Management Agency; the gross 
amount provided to date; the total repaid to date; the total outstanding today; the total available 
for buyers of NAMA assets today; the way in which NAMA’s vendor finance will operate in 
light of recent announcements which anticipate an earlier than planned conclusion to the work 
of NAMA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34250/14]

17/09/2014WRJ05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that it has 
advanced €373m to date in vendor finance and that, taking account of the net impact of cash 
receipts, interest accrued and currency movements, €356m remains outstanding.

As the Deputy may be aware, NAMA indicated in May 2012 its willingness to provide up to 
€2 billion in vendor finance, if required, to facilitate investment in Irish commercial property.  I 
am advised that demand for vendor finance has been less than was initially anticipated and that 
the main reasons for this have been the prevalence of international investors with ready access 
to capital, a gradual increase in domestic bank lending and the introduction of Irish REITS as 
an alternative investment mechanism.   I do not propose to comment on the particular terms and 
conditions of particular vendor finance transactions as this is a commercial matter for NAMA. 
An information document on vendor finance is available on the NAMA website www.nama.ie.

17/09/2014WRJ05550IBRC Liquidation

17/09/2014WRJ05600270. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if any buyers of loans 
from Irish Bank Resolution Corporation have demanded and-or received 100% of par value 
loans soon after buying those loans at discounts from the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34251/14]
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17/09/2014WRJ05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators have been ap-
pointed to maximise the overall return for creditors in the liquidation including the Irish tax-
payer.  I am advised by the Special Liquidators that they are unable to comment on the inten-
tions and/or on the subsequent actions of the third party purchasers of loan assets once the loan 
assets have been sold. 

17/09/2014WRJ05750IBRC Loans

17/09/2014WRJ05800271. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that 
the special liquidators of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation refused an offer, in March 2014, 
to redeem at par a €36 million loan linked to the Galway Clinic; if the loan was subsequently 
sold by the special liquidators of IBRC to a company (details supplied) which then issued a 
repayment demand in July 2014 which was met in full; if such details are not available or are 
commercially sensitive, the controls he has in place to monitor any such occurrences; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34252/14]

17/09/2014WRJ05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators have been ap-
pointed to maximise the overall return for creditors in the liquidation including the Irish tax-
payer.  The Special Liquidators are unable to comment on individual cases or on the subsequent 
actions taken by purchasers of loan assets once the loan assets have been sold.

17/09/2014WRK00150IBRC Loans

17/09/2014WRK00200272. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an up-
date on the financial position of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation which has disposed of 
nearly €20 billion of par value loans in the past 12 months. [34253/14]

17/09/2014WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The latest available update on the finan-
cial position of IBRC is contained in the Progress Report prepared by the Special Liquidators 
in June of this year. On receipt of this report I immediately published it on the Department of 
Finance website.  A copy of the June 2014 Progress Report on the Special Liquidation of IBRC 
can be found at the following link:

http://www.finance.gov.ie/news-centre/press-releases/progress-report-update-successful-
special-liquidation-ibrc

Since that update, the Special Liquidators have been continuing with the sales process plan 
developed for the remaining loans in the bank. Sales processes for three portfolios are currently 
under way and are expected to be completed by the end of this year.

The next update on the financial position of IBRC will be available in early 2015. The Spe-
cial Liquidators will be complying with their obligations and as such the liquidation accounts, 
which will detail the receipts and payments of the liquidation, will be filed in the CRO in Feb-
ruary 2015.

17/09/2014WRK00350NAMA Transactions

17/09/2014WRK00400273. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance his views on the recent 
sale of a site at Nos. 1 to 6 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay to the Hibernia Real Estate Investment 
Trust in an off-market transaction for nearly €18 million, just over 12 months after the National 
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Asset Management Agency sold the site to the Australian student accommodation company, 
Urbanest, for €7 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34254/14]

17/09/2014WRK00500274. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance his views on the recent 
sale of the Forum Building in the Irish Financial Services Centre to the Hibernia Real Estate 
Investment Trust for €38 million, after the property had previously been sold by the National 
Asset Management Agency in December 2012 to Atlas for €28 million. [34255/14]

17/09/2014WRK00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 273 
and 274 together.

Sales of assets and loans under the control of NAMA are a commercial matter for NAMA 
and I do not propose to comment on specific cases. 

As a general comment, I would suggest to the Deputy that the much improved performance 
of the Irish commercial market over the past year is a very welcome development, particularly 
in the context of the very steep price decline which occurred between 2007 and 2013.

NAMA has a policy of openly marketing assets for sale and the prices achieved on asset 
sales to date reflect market prices at the time the sales were agreed.  It is a matter for private sec-
tor purchasers to make their own decisions regarding the timing of their asset sales, their target 
disposal prices and whether or not they wish to sell assets off-market.

The Deputy may be aware that, over the period from 2010 to 2012, NAMA adopted a strat-
egy of limiting asset disposals into the Irish market given the low level of demand and given 
the ongoing downward trend in prices.  By so doing, NAMA ensured that only a small propor-
tion of Irish assets were sold.  I am advised that less than 5% (by value) of the Irish property 
portfolio securing NAMA loans (at acquisition) had been sold by the end of 2012.  Adoption of 
this strategy has left NAMA and its debtors and receivers in a strong position to take advantage 
of the price appreciation evident in the Irish market over the past year.

  Questions Nos. 275 and 276 answered with Question No. 182.

17/09/2014WRK00800NAMA Operations

17/09/2014WRK00900277. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the role the National As-
set Management Agency advisory board had in the production of the recent review into NAMA. 
[34258/14]

17/09/2014WRK01000278. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the work undertaken by 
the National Asset Management Agency advisory board in 2014; if he will provide its predicted 
cost for the 12 months of 2014; if he will further provide an assessment of the continuing rel-
evance and value of the board; and if he has any plans to terminate it.; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34259/14]

17/09/2014WRK01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 277 
and 278 together.

I met with the Chair of the Advisory Group on one occasion in 2014. It is also open to the 
Chair to contact me as issues arise.

As previously stated, the group’s advice to me primarily relates to the strategy of NAMA 
as proposed by the board of NAMA; the remuneration of the senior executives of NAMA and 
any further advice that I may seek on any matter relating to NAMA. The group operates on an 
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informal basis and reports directly to me.

Michael Geoghegan, in his role as a member of the Advisory Group, was also consulted 
by my officials in the context of the Section 227 Review of NAMA.  Mr. Geoghegan provided 
my officials with valuable insights and feedback in relation to certain aspects of this review.  
I would again like to thank Mr. Geoghegan for his contribution to the Section 227 Review of 
NAMA.

Given the progress of NAMA to date and in light of the conclusions reached through the Sec-
tion 227 Review, the work of the NAMA Advisory Group has come to an end and the group has 
been disbanded.  The advisory group has played a valuable role and I am satisfied it has served 
its purpose effectively.  I would again like to extend my gratitude to Michael Geoghegan, Denis 
Rooney and Frank Daly for their time and effort in supporting me through their work on the 
Advisory Group. The knowledge, expertise and advice the Group has provided during this very 
important time in Ireland’s economic history has been very valuable. 

In light of the fact that the Advisory Group will not meet again, I anticipate the total costs 
relating to the NAMA Advisory Group for 2014 will be below €10,000.

17/09/2014WRK01150Credit Unions

17/09/2014WRK01200279. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent 
winding-up of Berehaven Credit Union, the losses, if any, which have been suffered by deposi-
tors at that credit union. [34260/14]

17/09/2014WRK01300281. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the total amount paid to 
date from the Central Bank of Ireland’s deposit guarantee scheme to depositors at Berehaven 
Credit Union; the total value of compensation cheques that have been cashed to date; the total 
value of compensation cheques that have not been cashed; the final date by which compensation 
cheques must be cashed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34262/14]

17/09/2014WRK01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 279 
and 281 together.

I have been informed by the Central Bank, further to the recent winding-up of Berehaven 
Credit Union, that no depositor suffered a loss as a result of the liquidation of this credit union.

The Central Bank has confirmed that the Deposit Guarantee Scheme, DGS, has issued 
compensation payments of €11 million to approximately 3,500 depositors of Berehaven Credit 
Union.  There is no deadline for the cashing of compensation cheques.  However, cheques 
over six months old would not normally be accepted by credit institutions.  In this regard 
cheques over six months old would have to be returned to the DGS for re-dating.  Obligations 
of the DGS have been fulfilled in the issuing of compensation cheques.  The Central Bank has 
informed me that it does not publish information on outstanding cheques that have not been 
presented for payment.

17/09/2014WRK01450Credit Unions

17/09/2014WRK01500280. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the number of depositors 
whose deposits were in excess of €100,000 at Berehaven Credit Union at the end of December 
2011, December 2012, December 2013 and in July 2014 when the credit union was wound up; 
his views on these figures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34261/14]
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17/09/2014WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has informed me that 
detailed information submitted by credit unions in their prudential returns is confidential and 
commercially sensitive.  However, as reported to the Central Bank by Berehaven Credit Union 
Limited in its prudential returns there were a very small number of depositors with savings in 
excess of €100,000 at the end of December 2011 and December 2012 and no depositors with 
saving in excess of €100,000 at the end of December 2013. 

For the purposes of the Deposit Guarantee Scheme - DGS - the relevant balances held in 
Berehaven Credit Union are those held at the time of liquidation in July 2014.  In this regard no 
depositors held over €100,000 at that time.

The Financial Services (Deposit Guarantee Scheme) Act 2009 provides protection to depos-
itors for eligible deposits up to €100,000 and safeguards all eligible deposits in Irish financial 
institutions. While the liquidation of this  entity is a matter for the Central Bank, I am satisfied 
that all eligible depositors in Berehaven Credit Union received payment of their full deposits 
under the DGS.

  Question No. 281 answered with Question No. 279.

17/09/2014WRK01750Credit Unions

17/09/2014WRK01800282. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the way the claims by 
depositors of Berehaven Credit Union will impact upon the Central Bank’s deposit guarantee 
scheme; which organisations will ultimately bear the cost of honouring the guarantee; if banks 
generally should be held liable for losses at credit unions; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34263/14]

17/09/2014WRK01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that compensation payments were made to members of Berehaven Credit Union from 
the Deposit Protection Account, DPA, following liquidation of the credit union. This account 
is operated by the Central Bank and funded by all credit institutions covered by the Deposit 
Guarantee Scheme, including banks and credit unions.  Any sum paid to the Central Bank by 
the liquidators arising out of the liquidation of Berehaven Credit Union will be credited back 
to the DPA.

The Deposit Guarantee Scheme was established to ensure that a depositor with a deposit 
of up to €20,000 was covered where a compensation event occurred in a credit institution. The 
guaranteed amount was increased in September 2009 from €20,000 to €100,000 per eligible 
depositor per institution to provide additional reassurance to depositors in Ireland that their 
savings are safe. The Financial Services (Deposit Guarantee Scheme) Act 2009 confers a leg-
islative imperative on financial institutions, including credit unions, to make a contribution in 
respect of the DGS.

17/09/2014WRK01950NAMA Operations

17/09/2014WRK02000283. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the frequency with which 
the National Asset Management Agency issues running accounts or statements of account to its 
borrowers; the way that frequency compares with traditional lenders such as the banks whose 
loans NAMA has acquired; the practices NAMA adopts in this area; his views on NAMA’s 
practices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34264/14]
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17/09/2014WRK02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that NAMA outsources 
its loan administration activity to participating institutions or third party service providers (col-
lectively termed primary servicers) and that it requires those parties to comply fully with best 
practice when implementing NAMA’s primary servicing or loan account management activity, 
including the issuance of statements to borrowers.  NAMA actively manages the provision of 
services on its behalf by the participating institutions and third party providers.  NAMA’s pri-
mary servicers are obliged to issue statements to borrowers in accordance with standard bank-
ing practice and also in line with the practice that applied in each participation institution prior 
to NAMA’s acquisition of the loans.

17/09/2014WRK02150NAMA Staff Numbers

17/09/2014WRK02200284. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the total number of staff 
employed by the National Asset Management Agency; the number of new staff recruited in 
2014; and the number of staff that have left NAMA in 2014. [34265/14]

17/09/2014WRK02300285. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the staffing requirements 
at the National Asset Management Agency in light of the review in June and July 2014 which 
anticipates an accelerated disposal of NAMA’s assets and a role for NAMA in the construction 
of new homes and commercial property; if there will be redundancies at NAMA; if the exist-
ing skillsets at NAMA are adequate for NAMA’s plans; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34266/14]

17/09/2014WRK02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 284 
and 285 together.

I am advised that the total number of staff assigned by the NTMA to NAMA was 367 as 
at end-August 2014. Some 66 new staff members were recruited for assignment to NAMA in 
2014 and, in the year to date, 36 have left NAMA or are serving their notice period.

NAMA’s future staffing requirements, both in terms of staff numbers and the range of req-
uisite skillsets, are an operational matter for the NAMA Board.  I am advised that the board 
reviews those requirements on an ongoing basis with a view to ensuring that NAMA is well 
positioned to meet its statutory objectives and the various associated targets which have been 
set by the board. 

I am advised that NAMA is currently engaged in detailed planning so as to facilitate deliv-
ery of 4,500 new residential units in Dublin by the end of 2016 and to facilitate planning and 
other preparatory work for the Dublin Docklands SDZ. The additional recruitment outlined 
above reflects, in part, NAMA’s decision to establish a dedicated Residential Delivery team 
and a dedicated Docklands SDZ team to co-ordinate and drive progress on these two important 
initiatives.

17/09/2014WRK02450IBRC Liquidation

17/09/2014WRK02500286. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent dis-
posal by the special liquidators of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation of its interest in the 
Channelside shopping mall in Tampa, Florida for US$7.1 million, and in light of allegations of 
serious malfeasance in the sale of that asset, and the special liquidators’ filing of an intention 
to abandon the asset, if he has conducted any review into how that asset was managed by the 
special liquidators; his views on the actions of the special liquidators; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [34267/14]

17/09/2014WRK02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators are in the pro-
cess of compiling a response to this question which I will forward to the Deputy at the earliest 
opportunity.

17/09/2014WRK02650EU Directives

17/09/2014WRK02700287. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Finance the way the EU directive on 
agreements for consumers relating to residential immovable property is to be transposed into 
Irish law; the timescale for this to happen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34274/14]

17/09/2014WRK02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The EU Directive on credit agreements 
for consumers relating to residential immovable property, commonly known as the Mortgage 
Credit Directive, was formally adopted on 4 February 2014. 

This Directive aims to create a European Union-wide mortgage credit market with a high 
level of consumer protection. It applies to both secured credit and home loans.  Ireland is re-
quired to transpose its provisions into national law by March 2016.

My Department is currently conducting a public consultation on the Directive. This consul-
tation will assist the decision making process in relation to provisions in the Mortgage Cred-
it Directive where Member State’s discretion is provided for.  The consultation document is 
available at http://www.finance.gov.ie/what-we-do/banking-financial-services/consultations/
mortgage-credit-directive-public-consultation

The decision on the mechanism for transposition, whether through Statutory Instrument 
or through  primary legislation, will be made following legal advice and analysis of feedback 
from the consultation process.

17/09/2014WRK02850Pensions Levy

17/09/2014WRK02900288. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his views on matters re-
garding the pension levy on private sector pensions (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34282/14]

17/09/2014WRK03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I announced in my Budget 2014 speech 
that the 0.6% Pension Fund Levy introduced to fund the Jobs Initiative in 2011 will be abol-
ished from the 31st of December 2014.  I have, however, introduced an additional levy on pen-
sion funds at 0.15% for 2014 and 2015. I am doing this to, among other things, continue to help 
fund the Jobs Initiative.

The reduced VAT rate of 9% on tourism and certain other services was one of the very sig-
nificant and successful measures introduced by the Jobs Initiative.  It was due to end in 2013.  
In my Budget 2014 speech I announced the continuation of the reduced 9% VAT rate.  I also an-
nounced that the Air Travel Tax is being reduced to zero with effect from 1 April 2014.  The 9% 
VAT rate has helped to create thousands of new jobs as well as protecting existing jobs. Since 
the Budget announcement about the reduction in the Air Travel Tax, airlines have announced 
the opening up of new routes resulting in significant increases in passenger numbers with the 
associated increase in tourism activity and employment.
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The additional 0.15% levy for 2014 and 2015 will also be used to help make provision for 
potential State liabilities which may emerge from pre-existing or future pension fund difficulties 
although funds from the levy will not be hypothecated or specifically set aside for this purpose. 
The Government has decided that such liabilities will be met by the Exchequer as they arise.

While the pension fund levy does not apply to unfunded public service pension schemes, 
the pensions of public servants, including those of Government Ministers and TDs, have been 
subject to a public service pension reduction (PSPR) since 1 January 2011. The PSPR was in-
troduced on 1 January 2011 under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 
2010. The PSPR is not a levy, but is a pension cut affecting public service pensions.  At the time 
of its introduction, the PSPR was designed to cut all public service pensions above €12,000 in 
payment or awarded up to the end of a “grace period”, which ultimately expired at the end of 
February 2012. The PSPR did not originally apply to any pensions of post-grace period retirees, 
on the basis that their pension awards had otherwise been reduced by being based on actual 
reduced pay rates reflective of the 2010 pay cuts, not “pre-cut” pay rates as applied to retirees 
during the grace period. On introduction, the PSPR was estimated as reducing public service 
pensions by 4% on average, with more severe effects experienced at higher pension levels due 
to the progressive multi-band structure of the reduction.

A change to the PSPR was made on 1 January 2012, when a 20% reduction rate (previously 
12%) was imposed on pension amounts above €100,000. With effect from 1 July 2013, more 
changes were made to the PSPR to deliver on the Government’s commitment to further reduc-
ing those public service pensions above €32,500 by between 2% and 5% in certain circumstanc-
es, including the pensions above that level of individuals who retired after end- February 2012.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is very difficult to determine the precise number of jobs 
that have been created in the economy as result of the Jobs Initiative.  However, I would point 
out that the most up to date data, the Quarterly National Household Survey - Quarter 2, 2014, 
indicates that an additional 40,300 individuals are employed in the economy when compared to 
same period in 2011.  Furthermore, an additional 23,300 individuals are employed in the tour-
ism and hospitality sectors, which were the sectors that specifically benefit from the reduction 
in the VAT rate from 13.5% to 9%.  Similarly, it is not possible to determine the precise net 
benefit to the Exchequer as a result of the additional jobs created since the reduction in the VAT 
rate.  

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that receipts to date from the 0.6% Stamp 
Duty levy on pension fund assets, introduced in the Finance (No. 2) Act 2011, are €463 million 
in 2011, €483 million in 2012 and €535 million in 2013. 

The position is that all of the money raised from the stamp duty levy has been used to fund 
the wide range of measures introduced in the Jobs Initiative to protect existing jobs and cre-
ate new jobs.  These include expenditure measures such as the JobBridge and the Springboard 
schemes, as well as a number of tax and PRSI incentives such as the reduction in the VAT rate 
from 13.5% to 9% for the tourism and hospitality sectors and the halving of the lower employer 
PRSI rate.  

I am conscious of the significant contribution of taxpayers, generally, to the rebalancing of 
the public finances and the measures introduced to support and develop the economy. There has 
been progress in these areas. These efforts are ongoing, including the continuation of measures 
in the Jobs Initiative, designed to improve the economic environment by providing the means 
to encourage job creation in areas of our economy most likely to deliver that employment in the 
shortest timeframe possible. 

Preparations for Budget 2015 and the consequent Finance Bill are ongoing. It would not be 
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appropriate for me to comment on what changes, if any, are being considered to the pension 
fund levy or any other tax measure.

17/09/2014WRK03050Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

17/09/2014WRK03100289. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 31 of 5 June 2014, if the review aimed at streamlining and modernising the 
scheme has concluded; if it will address the concerns regarding the purchase of a suitable 
second-hand vehicle and the concessions for motor tax and fuel; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34290/14]

17/09/2014WRK03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I said in my response of 5 June last, 
I have asked my officials to examine the regulations surrounding the Disabled Drivers and 
Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme.  This process is ongoing. When this exercise 
is completed, I will consider what may be required to streamline and modernise the scheme.

17/09/2014WRK03250Tax Code

17/09/2014WRK03300290. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding inheritance tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34361/14]

17/09/2014WRK03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) is the 
overall name for both gift and inheritance tax.

For the purposes of CAT, the position is that the relationship between the person who pro-
vides the gift or inheritance (i.e. the disponer) and the person who receives the gift or inheri-
tance (i.e. the beneficiary) determines the maximum tax-free threshold known as the “Group 
threshold” below which gift or inheritance tax does not arise.

There are, in all, three separate group tax-free thresholds based on the relationship of the 
beneficiary to the disponer.

Group A: €225,000 - applies where the beneficiary is a child (including adopted child, step-
child and certain foster children) or minor child of a deceased child of the disponer.  Parents 
also fall within this threshold where they take an inheritance of an absolute interest from a child.

Group B: €30,150 - applies where the beneficiary is a brother, sister, a nephew, a niece or 
lineal ancestor or lineal descendant of the disponer.

Group C: €15,075 - applies in all other cases.

Any prior gifts or inheritances received by a beneficiary since 5 December 1991 from within 
the same Group threshold are aggregated for the purposes of determining whether any tax is 
payable on the current benefit.

The CAT tax code includes a specific exemption for gifts and inheritances of residential 
property, subject to certain conditions.

The principal conditions necessary to qualify for this exemption are that:

- The beneficiary must occupy the residential property as his or her only or main residence 
throughout the period of three years immediately preceding the date of the gift or date of the 
inheritance. 
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- The beneficiary must not, at the date of the gift or inheritance, be beneficially entitled to 
any other residential property or to any interest in any other residential property. 

- The beneficiary must continue to occupy the residential property (or its replacement, if 
sold) as his or her only or main residence throughout the period of six years commencing on the 
date of the gift or the date of the inheritance.

On the basis of the information supplied, it is not possible to give a definitive answer regard-
ing the specific case raised by the Deputy. While Revenue has published extensive information 
in relation to Capital Acquisitions Tax on www.revenue.ie, the family may also contact Jacinta 
Hunston, Dublin Regional Office, Dublin Castle, Dublin 2, telephone  (01) 8589268, e-mail 
jacintah@revenue.ie to discuss the matter.

17/09/2014WRK03450Mortgage Interest Relief Eligibility

17/09/2014WRK03500291. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will keep the mortgage 
interest relief ceiling at €10,000 for single people and €20,000 for a couple until 2017, in view 
of the continuing financial difficulties faced by many first-time buyers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34366/14]

17/09/2014WRK03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that mortgage 
interest relief has been abolished for homes purchased since 1 January 2013. Up until 2018, tax 
relief continues to be available for interest paid on all qualifying home loans taken out on or 
after 1 January 2004 and on or before 31 December 2012, regardless of whether the individuals 
concerned are first-time buyers or non-first-time buyers.

This Government is committed to helping address the particular problems faced by those 
that bought homes at the height of the property boom between 2004 and 2008. In this regard, in 
Budget 2012, I fulfilled the commitment in the Programme for Government to increase the rate 
of mortgage interest relief to 30 per cent for first time buyers who took out their first mortgage 
in that period. This was the period during which house prices peaked. This 30% rate will con-
tinue to be applicable to these first-time buyers for the remaining years that mortgage interest 
relief continues to be available. In the absence of this change the mortgage interest relief avail-
able would have gradually reduced to a rate of 15%.

Single individuals and couples that are first-time buyers, qualify for mortgage interest relief 
for the first seven years of their mortgage up to a maximum ceiling of €10,000 and €20,000 
respectively. Thereafter relief is restricted to a ceiling of €3,000 and €6,000 respectively. A 
large cohort of individuals that bought at the peak of the market have already become subject to 
the lower ceilings for interest relief. However, the increased rate of relief introduced in Budget 
2012, has acted to compensate those individuals.

Given that mortgage interest relief has now lapsed in terms of new qualifying loans, I am 
not convinced of the merits of revisiting the provisions.

17/09/2014WRK03650Insurance Industry

17/09/2014WRK03700292. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the practice of some insurers of refusing to quote people for car insurance solely on the 
basis of their address; if he will clarify the grounds on which insurers can refuse to quote po-
tential customers; if he feels such practices are conducive to the promotion of competition and 
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consumer protection in the insurance industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34367/14]

17/09/2014WRK03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The provision of new insurance cover or 
the renewal of existing cover is a commercial matter for insurance companies, which is based 
on a proper assessment of the risks they are accepting and the need to make adequate provi-
sioning to meet these risks.  Neither I, as Minister for Finance, nor the Central Bank of Ireland 
have the power to direct insurers to provide cover to specific individuals or to accept particular 
risks.  Consumer issues are covered by the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code which 
amongst other things sets out a series of general principles about how financial service firms 
(including all insurance companies) should interact with their customers.

Insurance Ireland  operates a Declined Cases Agreement, which is adhered to by all motor 
insurers in Ireland.  Under the agreement, the insurance market will not refuse to provide insur-
ance to an individual seeking insurance, if he or she has approached at least three insurers and 
has not been able to obtain cover from them.  The only grounds on which an insurer can refuse 
cover are where to provide insurance would be contrary to public interest.

This agreement is administered by a Committee comprising representatives of each of the 
companies who have signed the agreement. The Committee also includes a representative of the 
Consumers’ Association of Ireland and the Financial Services Ombudsman’s Bureau as external 
observers.  The Committee can also decide whether a quote is so high or the terms so exces-
sive as to make the quote tantamount to a refusal, in which case it will review the matter.  For 
information on the Declined Cases Agreement contact Insurance Ireland at (01) 676 1914 or by 
email at info@insuranceireland.eu

17/09/2014WRK03850Tax Data

17/09/2014WRK03900293. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of IT 38 forms 
filed with the Revenue Commissioners for the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013. [34369/14]

17/09/2014WRK04000294. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of IT 38 forms 
filed with the Revenue Commissioners in each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013, which 
referred only to gifts. [34370/14]

17/09/2014WRK04100295. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of CA 24 forms filed 
with the Revenue Commissioners in each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013. [34371/14]

17/09/2014WRK04200296. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of IT 32 forms filed 
with the Revenue Commissioners in each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013. [34372/14]

17/09/2014WRK04300297. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of IT 4 forms filed 
with the Revenue Commissioners in each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013. [34373/14]

17/09/2014WRK04400298. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of IT 4, IT 32, IT 
38 and CA 24 forms examined by staff of the Revenue Commissioners with a view to carrying 
out an audit; the number of actual audits carried out; and the yield arising for each of the years 
2008 to 2013 inclusive. [34374/14]

17/09/2014WRK04500299. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of deceased per-
sons in the State in each of the years 2008 to 2013 for whom no CAT return of any type was 
received. [34375/14]
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17/09/2014WRK04600300. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the total net value assets listed 
on form IT 38 returns on death only in each of the years 2008 to 2013. [34376/14]

17/09/2014WRK04700301. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the total net value assets listed 
on forms IT 38 as gifts only in each of the years 2008 to 2013. [34377/14]

17/09/2014WRK04800302. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the gross amounts listed on 
forms CA 24 filed with the Revenue Commissioners as property in the State passing under the 
will intestacy of the deceased and property outside the State passing under the will intestacy of 
the deceased for the years 2008 to 2013. [34378/14]

17/09/2014WRK04900305. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an analysis of 
the capital acquisitions tax take for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012, indicating the value of gifts 
or inheritances under the various thresholds and the tax take under each threshold. [34381/14]

17/09/2014WRK05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 293 to 
302, inclusive, and 305 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that following changes introduced in the Fi-
nance Act 2010, a new computer system for dealing with CAT returns was put in place.  With 
regard to information requested for years prior to 2010 which was stored on a legacy IT system, 
it has not been possible to provide all information in the level of detail requested by the Deputy.

The number of IT 38 forms filed with the Revenue Commissioners for and in the requested 
years of assessment is as follows:

Year of assessment Number of IT38 forms for 
the year

Number of IT38 forms filed 
in the year

2010 18,684 11,545
2011 17,903 18,337
2012 15,183 18,478
2013 6,223 17,792
The number of IT38 forms filed with the Revenue Commissioners for and in each of the 

requested years of assessment referring only to gifts is as follows:

Year of assessment Number of IT38 forms for 
the year

Number of IT38 forms in the 
year

2010 3,647 2,264
2011 4,013 3,626
2012 2,783 4,058
2013 947 3,623
The number of CA24 Forms filed with the Revenue Commissioners in the years 2010, 2011, 

2012, 2013 and 2014  is as follows:

Year Number of CA24’s Filed
2010 9,576
2011 13,548
2012 12,946
2013 12,484
2014 11,064
According to records held by the Revenue Commissioners the total number of IT32 and IT4 

forms filed for years 2011 to 2013 is as follows:
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Year IT32 forms filed IT4 forms filed
2011 96 16
2012 105 25
2013 98 18
The aggregate number of IT4 forms and IT32 forms filed in 2010 was 100. It has not proved 

possible for that year to provide an analysis by reference to the tax year for which these returns 
were filed.

In the years 2008 to 2010 the Forms IT4, IT32, IT38 AND CA24 were paper based returns 
which were input on to Revenue’s computer systems by Revenue staff.  As part of this process, 
the returns were also manually screened and if Revenue staff identified any issues requiring 
further examination these were referred for possible audit.  This approach continues to be the 
case for Forms IT4 and IT32.

Following the introduction of new IT systems in 2010, all of these returns are processed by 
Revenue’s risk analysis computer systems and cases where issues are identified are referred for 
possible audit.  

The number of CAT audits and the resulting yield for the years 2008 to 2013 is set out in 
the following table:

Year No of Audits Yield
2008 61 610,528
2009 52 1,119,030
2010 52 857,616
2011 51 886,266
2012 56 8,973,270
2013 77 2,857,829
Totals 349 15,304,538
Data in relation to the number of deceased persons in the State are not maintained by Rev-

enue and there is no general obligation to file CAT returns.  Revenue’s compliance and risk 
assessment programmes in relation to deceased persons are focussed on the estates of deceased 
persons only where a liability to tax is likely to arise.  Liability to Capital Acquisitions Tax, if 
any, arises to beneficiaries of the estates of deceased persons, taking account for example of 
thresholds and interspousal transfers.

The figures in the following table are the total net value assets listed on forms IT38 in each 
of the years 2008 to 2013 including returns on death and returns of gifts.  Revenue is unable to 
differentiate between assets received on inheritance and by gift.  The figures are drawn from 
returns filed after the changes produced by the Finance Act, 2010.

 - 2008 - 
€000

2009 - 
€000

2010 - 
€000

2011 - 
€000

2012 - 
€000

2013 - 
€000

Market 
value 

434,768 1,564,402 2,381,778 3,242,304 1,866,360 588,828

Reliefs/
exemptions 

21,878 83,018 145,034 243,958 109,535 29,329

 Expenses 10,650 41,580 42,691 37,281 35,901 11,766
 Net value 
of assets 

402,240 1,439,803 2,194,053 2,961,066 1,720,923 547,733

Revenue is, in the time available,  unable to assemble the information requested in respect 
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of the gross amounts listed on forms CA24 filed with the Revenue Commissioners for property 
in the State passing under the will intestacy of the deceased and property outside the State pass-
ing under the will intestacy of the deceased for the years 2008 to 2013.  Revenue is endeavour-
ing to collate this information and I will arrange for the available material to be forwarded to 
the Deputy in due course.

The estimated breakdown of yield from Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) for the years in 
question is as follows:

Year Inheritance Tax 
€m

Gift Tax €m Discretionary 
Trust Tax €m

*Probate Tax 
€m

2010 186.2 46.8 3 0.5
2011 213.5 27.1 2.4 0.2
2012 254.3 25.8 2.9 0.2
*Abolished in respect of deaths occurring on or after 6 December 2000

Information regarding the value of gifts or inheritances under the various thresholds and the 
tax take under each threshold is not available.  However on the basis of the taxable values of 
gifts or inheritances liable to tax, the breakdown of the 2010, 2011 and 2012 yields from Inheri-
tance Tax and Gift Tax by Group Thresholds A, B and C are estimated as follows:

Group threshold 
relationship to dis-
ponor

% of total Inheri-
tance tax and Gift 
tax

- -

 2010 2011 2012
A - Son/Daughter 28 30 37
B - Parent/Brother/ 
Sister/Niece/ Neph-
ew/Grandchild

51 51 46

C - Relationship 
other than Group A 
or B

21 19 17

17/09/2014WRL00150Tax Yield

17/09/2014WRL00200303. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will publish his methodol-
ogy in calculating the expected yield for capital acquisitions tax for 2014 and 2015. [34379/14]

17/09/2014WRL00300304. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the expected yield from capital 
acquisitions tax for the years 2008 to date in 2014; if he will provide details of the assumptions 
made by him under each of the following headings, number of deaths, number of transfers to 
spouses only, total value of the assets of all deceased, total value of assets transferred to spous-
es, total value of assets transferred to those other than spouses, the number of taxable gifts and 
their collective value, the total number of taxable inheritances, the numbers of claims for busi-
ness and agricultural relief and the costs of the exemptions granted such claims, the number of 
claims for favoured nephew status and the number of claims in respect of the relief on dwelling 
houses. [34380/14]

17/09/2014WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 303 
and 304 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the forecasting of capital taxes such as Capital Acquisition 
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Tax (CAT) is quite complex.  This is due to fact that capital taxes do not have as consistent a 
relationship with economic growth as other taxes such as income tax and VAT.  Receipts from 
CAT are dependent on events of a once  off nature such as gifts and inheritance.

In general, the forecasting of CAT receipts is heavily based on actual outturns which is then 
driven by growth in nominal GNP.  This methodology eliminates the need to make forecasts on 
the number of deaths, number of transfers to spouses, total value of assets transferred and the 
various other categories set out by Deputy.  However, my Department does liaise very closely 
with the Revenue Commissioners who are aware of significant developments which will impact 
on the CAT take.  The data provided by the Revenue Commissioners is then incorporated into 
the forecast.   

The following table sets out the actual outturn in CAT receipts for the years 2008 to 2013 
(inclusive).  In addition, the table also sets out the Budget 2014 forecast for CAT receipts for 
this year.     

CAT receipts 2008 to 2014

 €000 2008 
Outturn 

2009 
Outturn 

2010 
Outturn 

2011 
Outturn  

2012 
Outturn 

2013 
Outturn 

*2014 
estimated 
Outturn 

CAT 331,600 254,258 237,769 243,507 282,928 278,632 380,000

Question No. 305 answered with Question No. 293.

17/09/2014WRL00550Tax Reliefs Cost

17/09/2014WRL00600306. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabu-
lar form, the estimated cost of agricultural relief, business relief, favoured nephew status and 
dwelling house relief against CAT, together with the number of claims received for each of the 
years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013. [34382/14]

17/09/2014WRL00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the estimated cost of the reliefs outlined above are as shown in the following table 
in so far as they are available. 

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013
Agricultural 
Relief

    

Claims allowed 1,654 1,499 1,747 1,594
Estimated Cost 
of  Agricultural 
Relief 

€59m €60m €77m €73m 

Business Relief     
Claims allowed 392 504 622 440
Estimated  Cost 
of  Business 
Relief 

€62m €70m €212m €93m 

Favourite 
Nephew Relief
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Claims allowed 107 103 106 92 
Estimated Cost 
of  favourite 
nephew relief 

Not available Not available Not available Not available

Dwelling House 
Relief

    

Claims allowed 441 573 504 545 
Estimated Cost  
of dwelling 
house exemp-
tion 

Not available Not available Not available Not available

 

Note: The estimated cost for the agricultural and business reliefs are particularly tentative 
because of the potential for diluting the cost by the availability of unused exemption from un-
absorbed group thresholds.

The cost of favourite nephew relief and dwelling house relief is not shown as the necessary 
detailed data is not available to provide a basis for estimating these costs.

17/09/2014WRL00750Tax Yield

17/09/2014WRL00800307. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of taxpayers with-
in the high earner restriction in 2012, analysed within income bands of €125,000 to €250,000, 
€250,001 to €500,000, €500,001 to €750,000, €750,001 to €1,000,000 and more than €1 mil-
lion; the estimated extra yield arising in the year because of the restrictions and also the esti-
mated yield because of the restrictions in 2013 and 2014 [34388/14]

17/09/2014WRL00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners prepare 
an annual report on the application of the high income individual’s restriction[1].  The follow-
ing figures on the numbers of individuals who fall within specific bands and the amount of ad-
ditional tax raised are extracted from those reports:

€ € 2009 2010 2011
Up to €250,000 31 767 580
€250,001 €500,000 238 509 362
€500,001 €650,000 42 99 80
€650,001 €800,000 38 63 46
€800,001 €1,000,000 28 38 24
In excess of €1,000,000 75 68 51
Total number of 
individuals

- 452 1,544 1,143

Additional tax - €38,865,420 €80,177,797 €63,598,808
 

With effect from 2010 the income level at which the restriction started to apply was reduced 
from €250,000 to €125,000.   For that reason there are significantly more individuals in the “up 
to €250,000” bracket for 2010 and 2011 than for 2009.

Income tax returns for 2012 were filed in October and November 2013 and a report with an 
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analysis of the yield for 2012 will be published shortly. 

No estimate has been prepared for the additional yield that may arise in 2013 or 2014.    

[1] The 2011 report is available on:  http://www.finance.gov.ie/what-we-do/tax-policy/pub-
lications/reports-research/restriction-reliefs/restriction-reliefs

17/09/2014WRL00950Third Level Fees

17/09/2014WRL01000308. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce a graduate 
entry medicine loan tax relief scheme, given the huge costs of the course and the intensity of it 
which excludes the opportunity for part-time work, and the number of junior doctors who are 
now under severe financial pressure to meet their loan repayments. [34430/14]

17/09/2014WRL01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The graduate entry programme pro-
vides undergraduate medical education of four years duration and has been developed to pro-
duce medical graduates with the ability to successfully undertake an internship and thereafter to 
gain full registration with the Medical Council.  The programme is supported by a combination 
of student fees, State funding and other income.  

While in this case the fees could be considered high, in the majority of cases where third 
level tuition fees are payable they are at much lower levels.  In addition, those participating in 
the programme must already have acquired an undergraduate degree, the fees for which would 
have been covered by the State in the vast majority of cases. 

I would point out that tax relief at the standard rate of 20% is available in respect of quali-
fying fees paid by an individual for a third level education course, including a postgraduate 
course.   

Qualifying fees mean tuition fees in respect of an approved course at an approved college 
and includes what is referred to as the “student contribution”.  No other fees e.g. administra-
tion fees, examination fees, capitation fees, qualify for tax relief.  Tuition fees that are, or will 
be, met directly or indirectly by grant, scholarship, employer contribution or other means are 
deducted in arriving at the net qualifying fees. A claim for relief may be made in respect of a 
number of students.  

In making a claim for relief for the tax year 2014, the maximum amount of fees that can 
qualify for the relief is €7,000 per student, but an amount set out in the legislation must be dis-
regarded from each claim (whether in respect of one or more students).  Where a claim for relief 
includes fees paid on behalf of at least one full-time student, the disregard is €2,750.  Where a 
claim for relief includes fees solely paid on behalf of a part-time student or part-time students, 
the amount disregarded is €1,375.  Thus, for example, an individual undertaking a graduate en-
try medical course on a full-time basis, where tuition fees of €15,000 per student apply, would 
attract relief of €850 made up as follows:

- €
Tuition fees €15,000
Capped at €7,000
Less     €2,750

 €4,250 @ 20% = €850
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I have no plans to introduce tax relief for loans taken out to pursue the graduate entry medi-
cal programme as tax relief is already provided for the tuition fees. In addition, the introduction 
of such an relief would inevitably lead to calls for all other student loans to be similarly tax 
relieved.  However, as with all tax reliefs, the matter will be considered as part of the forthcom-
ing Budget and Finance Bill.

17/09/2014WRL01150Agri-taxation Issues

17/09/2014WRL01200309. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the details of all farmer spe-
cific tax breaks available in 2013; the number of farmers who availed of each tax scheme in 
2013; the estimated cost of each scheme in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[34475/14]

17/09/2014WRL01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In October 2013 I announced the setting 
up of a review of the various agri-taxation measures.  A public consultation process was under-
taken and a number of stakeholder meetings were held. The review is on-going and it is hoped 
that a report will be made available in mid October.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the following tables show farmer spe-
cific tax reliefs, the numbers availing of each scheme and associated cost. These are shown for 
2013 where available.  (Income Tax returns for tax year 2013 are not due to be filed until later 
this year).

There are a number of reliefs where detailed information is not required to be returned to 
Revenue and therefore no costing is readily available without a detailed review of case records 
by the Commissioners.  I am informed that the agri-taxation review referred to above uses in-
formation from a variety of sources to estimate costs for a wider selection of farmer tax reliefs.

Income Tax

Relief available in 2013 Numbers of farmers who 
availed in 2013

Estimated Costs of reliefs in 
2013

Section 666 Taxes Con-
solidation Act 1997 (TCA) - 
25% General Stock Relief 

Not yet available Not yet available

Section 667B TCA - 100% 
Stock Relief for Young 
Trained Farmers

Not yet available Not yet available

Section 667C TCA - 50% 
Stock Relief on Income Tax 
for Registered Farm Partner-
ships

Not yet available Not yet available
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Relief available in 2013 Numbers of farmers who 
availed in 2013

Estimated Costs of reliefs in 
2013

Section 656 TCA - Relief for 
stock transfer due to discon-
tinued farming trade 

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Section 664 TCA- Exemp-
tion of certain income from 
leasing of farm land  

 Not yet available Not yet available

Section 657 TCA - Income 
Averaging

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Section 668 TCA - Compul-
sory Disposal of Livestock: 
Income Averaging and Stock 
Relief 

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Section 658 TCA - Capital 
Allowances Farm Buildings 
and Other Works

 Not yet available Not yet available

Section 669B - Capital Al-
lowances Milk Quota Pur-
chase

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Section 664A TCA - Relief 
for increase in carbon tax on 
farm diesel

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Capital Acquisitions Tax

Relief available in 2013 Numbers of farmers who 
availed in 2013

Estimated Costs of re-
liefs in 2013

Section 89 Capital 
Acquisitions Tax Consolida-
tion Act 2003 - Agricultural 
Relief for gift or inheritance 

of agricultural property.

1,590 €70m

Capital Gains Tax

Relief available in 2013 Numbers of farmers who 
availed in 2013

Estimated Costs of reliefs in 
2013

Retirement relief Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Relief on dissolution of 
farming partnerships

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Relief for farm restructuring Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records

Information not readily 
available from Revenue 
records
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Stamp Duty

Relief available in 2013 Numbers of farmers who 
availed in 2013

Estimated Costs of reliefs in 
2013

Transfers to Young Trained 
Farmers (Section 81AA, 
Stamp Duties Consolidation 
Act 1999)

718 €3.8m

Certain family farm transfers 
(Section 83B, SDCA 1999)

20 €0.1m

  

VAT

Relief available in 2013 Numbers of farmers who 
availed in 2013

Estimated Costs of reliefs in 
2013

VAT rebate on Farm Build-
ings, Land Drainage and 
Reclamation for VAT unreg-
istered farmers

21,890 €50m

17/09/2014WRL01350Home Renovation Incentive Scheme Data

17/09/2014WRL01400310. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons to date 
who have availed of the special new tax relief introduced this year for the upgrading of resi-
dential properties; the estimated tax foregone by this tax relief to date in 2015 and 2016; the 
estimated number of extra jobs created by this tax relief to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [34524/14]

17/09/2014WRL01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) 
was introduced in Finance Act (No 2) 2013.  The Incentive came into operation on 25 October 
2013 and will run until 31 December 2015.  It provides for tax relief for homeowners by way of 
a tax credit at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, renovation or improvement 
work, carried out by tax compliant contractors, on a homeowner’s only or main residence.  The 
tax credit is granted over the two years following the year the work is carried out and paid for.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the first claims for the tax relief will not 
be made until January 2015 when the HRI online claim system is available and it is not possible 
to say at this point how many residential property owners will avail of the relief.

However, I can advise the Deputy that the level of activity is significant with the total 
numbers recorded on the Home Renovation Incentive system (HRI online) as at 15/09/2014 as 
follows:

Upgrade -
Works 10,334
Estimate Value of Works €171 million
Number of Properties 8,286
Number of Contractors 2,751
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Over the last 10 weeks, subsequent to the statistics contained in the reply to Question No. 
29060/14  on 8 July 2014, activity on HRI online has continued to steadily increase  with on 
average over 340 works and over €5.5m estimated value of works per week.

These data are not sufficient to enable precise conclusions to be drawn regarding numbers 
of jobs but I am satisfied that the scheme is an important support for employment and self-
employment in the construction sector and the CIF has cited the scheme among a number of 
factors contributing to an estimated 10,000 extra jobs this year.

17/09/2014WRL01550Mortgage Interest Relief Eligibility

17/09/2014WRL01600311. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence (de-
tails supplied) regarding implications of a write-off of mortgage interest and property owners’ 
ability to move; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34605/14]

17/09/2014WRL01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This question relates to the interest re-
striction applying to residential lettings, whereby the deductibility of interest in computing 
taxable rental income from residential property (insofar as it would otherwise be allowable) is 
limited to 75% of such interest. 

Rental income for tax purposes from such property is the gross rental income less allowable 
expenses incurred in earning that rent, as specified in section 97(2) of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997.  The main deductible expenses are:

- any rent payable by the landlord in the case of a sub-lease;

- the cost to the landlord of any goods provided or services rendered to a tenant;

- the cost of maintenance, repairs, insurance and management of the property;

- the interest paid on borrowed money used to purchase, improve or repair the property 
(which, in the case of residential property, is restricted to 75% of the interest and is subject to 
compliance with PRTB registration requirements for all tenancies that existed in relation to the 
property in the relevant year); and 

- payment of local authority rates. 

In addition, wear and tear capital allowances are available in respect of the capital expen-
diture incurred on fixtures and fittings provided by a landlord for the purposes of furnishing 
rented residential accommodation.  These allowances are granted at the rate of 12.5% per an-
num of the actual cost of the fixtures and fittings over a period of 8 years.

Where the aggregate of deductible expenses in any year exceed the gross rental income, the 
amount of the deficit is set against rental profits of the same year from other property.  Where 
there are no other rental profits in the same year, the deficit is carried forward as a rental loss for 
offset against rental profits in future years. 

The 75% restriction on interest on borrowed money used to purchase, improve or repair 
residential property was introduced in the April 2009 supplementary budget as part of an urgent 
revenue-raising package aimed at stabilising the public finances and I have no plans at this stage 
to amend it.

17/09/2014WRL01750Flood Insurance Cover Issues
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17/09/2014WRL01800312. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance if an insurance company li-
censed here is permitted to include a flood exclusion endorsement in a client’s household insur-
ance despite the area in which the client lives not being designated as a flood risk area but in 
which flooding occurred in the storms of early 2014. [34613/14]

17/09/2014WRL01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am very much aware of the difficulties 
that the absence of flood insurance cover can cause to householders and businesses.  However, 
neither I, as Minister for Finance, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, have the power to direct 
insurance companies to provide flood cover to specific individuals. 

The provision of new flood cover or the renewal of existing flood cover is a commercial 
matter for insurance companies, which is based on a proper assessment of the risks they are 
accepting and the need to make adequate provisioning to meet these risks.  As a matter of 
course, insurance companies carry out reviews of the risks they are prepared to insure against 
and sometimes make decisions to discontinue certain types of cover which they consider high 
risk. Insurance Ireland has indicated that 98% of policyholders have household insurance which 
includes flood cover.

I am advised that in cases where individuals are experiencing difficulty in obtaining flood 
insurance and believe that they are being treated unfairly it is open to them to contact the Insur-
ance Ireland which operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who have queries, 
complaints or difficulties in relation to insurance. Their service can be contacted at (01) 676 
1914 or by email at info@insuranceireland.eu.  

The Office of Public Works (OPW) and Insurance Ireland have agreed on a sustainable 
system of information sharing in relation to completed flood alleviation schemes. The outcome 
of this arrangement is that the insurance industry will have a much greater level of information 
and understanding of the extent of the protection provided by completed OPW flood defence 
works and will therefore be able to reflect this in assessing the provision of flood insurance to 
householders in areas where works have been completed.

Following the severe weather events at the end 2013/early 2014, and on foot of Govern-
ment decision to provide up to €19.6m for storm damages to public coastal protection and 
flood defence infrastructure, the OPW has allocated funding of €18.3m to local authorities for 
programmes of works to repair damaged public coastal protection and flood defence infrastruc-
ture.  The overall response to the severe weather events was co-ordinated by the Department 
of the Environment, Community and Local Government, and the funding for repair of coastal 
defences is part of a total of up to €70 million which the Government has allocated for repair 
and remediation works arising from the storms.

17/09/2014WRL01950Revenue Commissioners Audits

17/09/2014WRL02000313. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 38 of 11 June 2014, the position regarding the Revenue Commissioners audits 
for 2014 in respect of self-employed contractors; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[34630/14]

17/09/2014WRL02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that a comprehensive reply on the National Contractors’ Project was provided to 
the Deputy in response to Question No. 38 of 11 June 2014.  The project is continuing and the 
Revenue Commissioners have provided the following updated figures:  

Since 1 July 2013 to date, audits have been closed in 502 companies, with additional li-
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ability in 405 cases, and 50 settlements in respect of connected individuals.  Additional tax of 
€7,654,492 has been identified, with penalties of €2,186,024 and interest of €2,103,382, giving 
a total of €11,943,898.

In addition, 251 companies remain under audit. 

17/09/2014WRL02150Banks Recapitalisation

17/09/2014WRL02200314. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has prepared an appli-
cation to the ESM for retrospective recapitalisation of the banks; the earliest date on which such 
an application will be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34631/14]

17/09/2014WRL02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Euro-area Heads of State or Gov-
ernment (HoSG) agreed in June 2012 that “it is imperative to break the vicious circle between 
banks and sovereigns.” and that when a Single Supervisory Mechanism, involving the ECB, is 
in place and operational, the European Stability Mechanism, the ESM, could recapitalise banks 
directly. 

On 10 June 2014 the euro area Member States reached a preliminary agreement on the 
operational framework for the ESM’s Direct Recapitalisation Instrument (DRI).  This includes 
a specific provision in relation to the retroactive application of the instrument.  Therefore, the 
agreement, that we were active in negotiating, keeps open the possibility to apply to the Euro-
pean Stability Mechanism for a retrospective direct recapitalisation of the Irish banks, should 
we wish to avail of it. 

What is now required  is a decision by mutual agreement of the ESM Board of Governors to 
create a new ESM instrument in accordance with Article 19 of the ESM treaty and the aim is to 
have this process completed by November this year, subject to completion of national approval 
procedures.  This would allow the ESM DRI to come into effect once the Single Supervisory 
Mechanism is in place and operational which is expected to be in November of this year. 

In relation to retrospective recapitalisation, the preliminary agreement states that the poten-
tial retroactive application of the instrument should be decided on a case-by-case basis and by 
mutual agreement.  Obviously, it will not be possible to make a formal application to the ESM 
for retrospective recapitalisation before the Instrument is in place and it would therefore be 
premature to make any submission in advance of that.

17/09/2014WRL02350Tax Yield

17/09/2014WRL02400315. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular 
form the level of revenue generated for the Exchequer from residential stamp duty in each of 
the past ten years and to date in 2014; the number of individual residential stamp duty cases for 
each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34632/14]

17/09/2014WRL02500316. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular 
form the level of revenue generated for the Exchequer from commercial stamp duty by year in 
each of the past ten years and to date in 2014; the number of individual residential stamp duty 
cases for each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34633/14]

17/09/2014WRL02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 315 
and 316 together.
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The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the yield from Stamp Duty on resi-
dential and non-residential property, together with the numbers of transactions, is as set out in 
the following tables. It is not possible to separately identify commercial property from within 
the broader non-residential category. 

Residential Property

Year €m Number of Transactions**
2004 752 43,492
2005 945 44,799
2006 1,311 52,901
2007 1,018 41,079
2008 445 25,371
2009 150 11,766
2010 107 20,888
2011 45 18,333
2012 57 25,177
2013 66 29,741
2014 to end August* 56 22,104

Non Residential Property

Year €m Number of Transactions**
2004 709 40,572
2005 1,057 43,674
2006 1,678 45,834
2007 1,363 37,900
2008 600 32,847
2009 179 21,895
2010 92 20,815
2011 90 28,697
2012 49 28,045
2013 87 22,260
2014 to end August* 94 18,115
*Provisional estimate

** Prior to 2010, the number of transactions refers only to transactions where Stamp Duty 
was paid.

17/09/2014WRL02650Bank Supervision Arrangements

17/09/2014WRL02700317. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the 
supervision arrangements for Irish investment funds; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34634/14]

17/09/2014WRL02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In replying to the Deputy’s question I 
am assuming that “investment funds” refers to collective investment schemes including under-
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takings in collective investment in transferable securities (UCITS) and alternative investment 
funds (AIFs). 

The Central Bank of Ireland (“the Central Bank”) supervises regulated investment funds 
and the legislative framework for the supervision of investment funds in Ireland derives pri-
marily from European law.  The body of law specifically concerning investment funds includes 
the UCITS Directives, the Alternative Investment Fund Managers Directive and a number of 
other primary, secondary and supplementary measures.  My Department and the Central Bank 
engage with the relevant European institutions and supervisory authorities on a continuing basis 
to ensure that that framework is current, robust and proportionate.

Furthermore, the supervision of investment funds occurs within the broader context of the 
regulation of financial service providers.  The law concerning financial regulation generally 
has seen significant changes in recent years and, in particular, through changes in Central Bank 
legislation.

I have brought forward a very wide range of statutory powers under the Central Bank Re-
form Act 2010, which sets out a far-reaching regime for the Central Bank to set out and enforce 
standards of fitness and probity across the financial service sector.  The Central Bank (Super-
vision and Enforcement) Act 2013 also sets out a number of new provisions that are relevant.  
The fitness and probity provisions are reinforced by the whistleblower protections.  The Act 
also provides for the Central Bank to commission, as part of the proper and effective regulation 
of financial service providers, an independent expert report at the cost of the financial service 
provider.  It strengthens the authorised officer regime, enables the Central Bank to secure as-
surances from auditors of regulated financial service providers.  It also strengthens the enforce-
ment powers of the Central Bank and provides for a substantial increase in monetary penalties. 
The Central Bank also has the power to suspend or revoke a regulated entity’s authorisation 
following an inquiry.

17/09/2014WRL02850Exchequer Revenue

17/09/2014WRL02900318. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 229 of 15 July 2014, the way in which the new corporation tax relief scheme for films 
will operate; and the financial implications for the Exchequer. [34642/14]

17/09/2014WRL03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The revised scheme for Film Relief will 
operate through a payable Corporation Tax credit to Producer Companies in the amount of 32% 
of eligible expenditure incurred in the production of a qualifying film or television programme.  
Eligible expenditure is expenditure incurred on the employment of individuals, in so far as such 
employment is exercised within the State, and on the acquisition of goods and services provided 
within the State.  Qualifying productions must meet conditions set both by the Revenue Com-
missioners with regard to the financial structure of the production and by the Minister for Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht with respect to the cultural merit of the production and the genera-
tion of employment. 

The new scheme will replace the current scheme which provides relief to investors in quali-
fying productions at the income tax rate of 41%.  Due to the manner in which the current 
scheme is operated only an estimated 28% of the qualifying expenditure amount actually ac-
crues to the benefit of the qualifying production.  As the full 32% relief under the new scheme 
is payable directly to the film producer company the new scheme will deliver a greater benefit 
to the film industry while reducing the cost to the Exchequer.  
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Preliminary analysis of film relief during 2013 indicates that the cost to the Exchequer for 
2013 of the current scheme will be in the region of €76m.  A similar level of qualifying activity 
under the new scheme would result in a lower annual cost to the Exchequer down from €76m 
to €59m together with an increase from €52m to €59m in benefit received by the film industry.

17/09/2014WRL03050Bank Reports

17/09/2014WRL03100319. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance in view of a published 
report by the Royal Bank of Scotland (details supplied), his views on whether RBS and its sub-
sidiaries have acted appropriately in their treatment of loans and overdrafts provided to busi-
nesses here; his views regarding the operation of Ulster Bank and its West Register subsidiary 
in its management of loans and their taking control of shares and assets of borrowers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34663/14]

17/09/2014WRL03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware of the report by Clifford 
Chance LLP, who was engaged by The Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) to independently review 
the central allegation made by Dr Lawrence Tomlinson in a report entitled Banks’ Lending 
Practices: Treatment of Businesses in distress (the Tomlinson Report).  Clifford Chance was 
instructed to investigate the central allegation made in the Tomlinson Report that the bank, 
through its Global Restructuring Group (GRG), was guilty of “systematic and institutional” 
behaviour in artificially distressing otherwise viable businesses, putting its customers “on a 
journey towards administration, receivership and liquidation”.  The review focused on two 
groups within GRG: the group that deals with SMEs and the group that purchased properties 
(West Register). The Clifford Chance review covered RBS customers in Britain and Ulster 
Bank customers in Northern Ireland.  The review found no evidence to support the central al-
legations but noted that it found it difficult to understand how the bank calculated its fees and 
said greater transparency was needed.

Following the publication of the Tomlinson Report in November 2013, officials from the 
Department of Finance met with Ulster Bank officials.  With regard to the allegations contained 
in the Tomlinson Report about West Register, my officials were assured that West Register 
was involved with a small number of Irish businesses. There is no reference to Ireland in the 
report. There were media reports in January 2014 which stated that Dr Tomlinson was meeting 
with business customers of Ulster Bank in Northern Ireland. Dr Tomlinson stated that some of 
the customers he met with were from the Republic of Ireland.  The Financial Conduct Author-
ity (FCA) in the UK is also conducting an independent review of the treatment of business 
customers by the RBS Group. RBS has stated that it will cooperate fully with the on-going FCA 
inquiry which is looking at all aspects of how the bank works with distressed businesses and 
will ensure that the Clifford Chance report is available to the FCA for their investigation. RBS 
has also commissioned a review for Ulster Bank customers in Ireland into this same allegation.

I would also refer the Deputy to the Central Bank’s revised Code of Conduct for Business 
Lending to SMEs, which came into effect on 1 January 2012.  A copy of the Code is available 
on the Central Bank’s website.  I am informed by the Central Bank that if a customer believes 
that the Code of Conduct has not been applied to his or her case by a regulated entity, a com-
plaint should be made to the Central Bank at fspsupervision@centralbank.ie.

17/09/2014WRL03250NAMA Debtors

17/09/2014WRL03300320. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
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Question 185 of 15 July 2014, where he stated that the National Asset Management Agency is 
currently not aware of any debtors being discharged from bankruptcy in Ireland or the USA, 
if this remains the case, given the discharge from bankruptcy of persons (details supplied); the 
way in which these cases were accounted for by NAMA; his views on whether cases where 
borrowers of the National Asset Management Agency are being declared bankrupt in any ju-
risdiction are being adequately accounted for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34664/14]

17/09/2014WRL03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It would not be appropriate for me or 
for NAMA to comment on the circumstances of any individual debtor or to comment in such 
a manner as would identify an individual debtor.  One of the debtors identified by the Deputy 
as being discharged is not a NAMA debtor.  NAMA advises me that it tracks all its debtors 
which declare bankruptcy.  The Deputy will be aware that the discharge of any individual from 
a bankruptcy process is governed by the provisions of the relevant legislation in the jurisdiction 
concerned.  Depending on the jurisdiction it may take a period after discharge before a debtor’s 
creditors are notified.  I am advised by NAMA that it has procedures in place to monitor the 
discharge from bankruptcy of its debtors in all of the main jurisdictions.

17/09/2014WRL03450NAMA Loans Sale

17/09/2014WRL03500321. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No 195 of 15 July 2014, if, as the sole shareholder in Irish Bank Resolution Corpo-
ration, which 100% owns Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Assurance Company Limited, 
whose asset was seized by a company (details supplied), which had bought the loan securing 
the asset from the special liquidators of IBRC three months previously, the reason he allowed 
a default on the loan and the asset to be seized; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34665/14]

17/09/2014WRL03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Special Liq-
uidators that they will not be commenting on individual cases and that they cannot comment 
on the assets of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Assurance Company Limited as this is a 
separate regulated entity that is outside of the control of the Special Liquidators.

17/09/2014WRL03650Illicit Trade in Fuel and Tobacco Products

17/09/2014WRL03700322. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce addi-
tional measures to deal with the problem of smuggling and illegal trading in diesel and tobacco 
products; if specific measures will be introduced to deal with the mixing of kerosene and petrol, 
commonly referred to as petrol stretching which is resulting in damage to vehicles on a wide 
spread basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34691/14]

17/09/2014WRL03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that tackling fuel fraud and illicit tobacco is, and will continue to be, a high priority for 
them.

The Deputy will be aware of the significant threat posed by fuel laundering since 2011 and 
the successful action taken by the Revenue Commissioners to tackle the problem, including the 
introduction of enhanced supply chain controls, the acquisition of a more effective fuel marker 
and continued robust enforcement action.  Supply chain controls have been enhanced progres-
sively since 2011 with the objective of reducing the capacity of criminals to source marked die-
sel for laundering or to get laundered fuel onto the market. The supply chain controls introduced 
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include new licensing conditions for all fuel traders and the introduction from January 2013 of 
a requirement that all licensed fuel traders, whether dealing in road fuel or marked fuel, make 
detailed monthly electronic returns to Revenue of their fuel transactions.  Revenue is using this 
data to identify suspicious transactions and patterns of distribution for investigation.  Revenue 
also intensified its targeting, in co-operation with other law enforcement agencies on both sides 
of the border, of enforcement action against suspected fuel laundering operations. 

I have introduced the necessary legislative provisions for these new measures, and intro-
duced a further provision in the Finance (No. 2) Act 2013 that will make a supplier who is 
reckless in supplying rebated fuel for a use connected with excise fraud liable for the duty at 
the standard rate of tax. This new provision will strengthen Revenue’s hand in dealing with 
those traders supplying rebated fuel recklessly to dubious customers and will provide a further 
disincentive to such activity. 

Revenue has published guidelines for mineral oil traders which will assist them in identify-
ing and avoiding such transactions.

In addition to the measures implemented to date, Revenue and Her Majesty’s Revenue and 
Customs in the UK completed a joint  Invitation to Make Submissions process to identify a new 
fuel marker and it is expected that a new marker will be introduced in both jurisdictions early 
in 2015, following consultation with the oil industry and other stakeholders.

Revenue has also adopted a comprehensive strategy to tackle illicit tobacco, based on the 
development of improved intelligence on international and domestic distribution networks and 
risk based checks on cargo and passengers.  Revenue officers also target the illicit trade at the 
post-importation level by carrying out intelligence-based operations and random checks at re-
tail outlets, markets and private or commercial premises.   

There is extensive cooperation with An Garda Síochána in combating these illicit trades, 
and the relevant agencies in the State also work closely with their counterparts in Northern 
Ireland, through cross-border groups on tobacco and oils enforcement, to target the organised 
crime groups that are responsible for large proportions of these illicit markets. In addition, 
cooperation takes place with other revenue administrations and with the European Anti-Fraud 
Office, OLAF, in the ongoing programmes at international level to tackle these forms of crime.

Considerable success is being achieved in Revenue’s action against the illicit trades.  Over 
245 million cigarettes have been seized in the period 2011 - 2013. Seizures this year include 
one of some 32.2 million cigarettes, as well as 4.5 tonnes of water pipe tobacco, from a vessel 
at Drogheda Port. This was the largest seizure to date in Europe this year, and was the result of 
an intelligence-led operation targeting the activities of an international organised crime group 
headed up by Irish and UK nationals and based in Europe. 

Action against the illicit oil trade in the period since 2011 has led to the detection and shut-
ting down of 30 oil laundries and to seizure of some 3 million litres of illicit fuel. In addition, 
more than 120 filling stations were closed for trading without a licence or for breach of licence 
conditions.  

The Revenue Commissioners review their strategies in relation to fuel fraud and illicit 
tobacco on a continuous basis and where they identify a need for legislative provisions to 
strengthen the legal framework for tackling illegal activity and protecting legitimate business I 
will consider such proposals very carefully.  

I am satisfied with the progress made by Revenue in tackling fuel fraud and illicit tobacco 
and with the excellent cooperation between Revenue and the fuel sector in implementing very 
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significant supply chain controls over the past three years.  I am also pleased with the posi-
tive feedback from the fuel sector about the positive impact of the measures and the reduced 
incidence of laundered fuel on the market. I look forward to continued cooperation with the 
implementation of the new fuel marker and in tackling continuing problems in the fuel sector, 
including petrol-stretching, which has recently been reported as causing serious damage to car 
engines.  I understand that Revenue, as part of their investigation of this illegal activity, is in 
contact with the fuel and motor trades. Motorists should be encouraged to report their suspi-
cions concerning the source of stretched petrol to Revenue.  

The interests of consumers and compliant businesses are best served by them playing their 
part in combating shadow economy activity by knowing their suppliers and providing infor-
mation, anonymously or otherwise, to Revenue or to other relevant State agencies on persons 
involved in the shadow economy.  In that regard, Revenue has recently launched a dedicated 
section of its website specifically on the shadow economy and this includes an electronic report-
ing facility for anyone who has information about shadow economy practices.

17/09/2014WRL03850Motor Tax Exemptions

17/09/2014WRL03900323. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to 
the financial hardship the current regulation of not permitting an exemption from vehicle regis-
tration tax for mountain rescue teams, as is available for other emergency service providers, is 
having; if the policy will be reviewed particularly as some teams are currently securing vehicles 
for their vital service through a once-off grant from the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34705/14]

17/09/2014WRL04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that section 132(3)(e) of the Finance Act 1992 provides for the charging of a “nil” 
rate of Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) on categories of motor vehicle that are designed and 
constructed in a manner specific to their purpose and that are used for public services such as 
road cleaning, road construction and for the exclusive transport of life boats and their gear or 
any equipment for affording assistance in the preservation of life in cases of shipwreck or dis-
tress at sea.

Apart from these exemptions, there is no provision for relief from VRT for vehicles used in 
emergency services; vehicles are taxed on the basis of ‘type’ rather than ‘use’.   Accordingly, 
commercial vehicles used in mountain rescue services, including vehicles for the carriage of 
goods and vehicles for the carriage of 10 or more persons, are liable to a flat VRT rate of €200. 
Other vehicles are liable to higher VRT rates depending on the specifications of the vehicles in 
question.

 Further information can be accessed on the Revenue website at the following link: 

http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/vrt/vrt-guide.html#section12  

17/09/2014WRL04050Mortgage Data

17/09/2014WRL04100324. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his Department or the 
Central Bank of Ireland has at any stage examined the possibility of introducing non-recourse 
mortgage lending here; if he has considered the implications for property prices, the availability 
of credit and the cost of credit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34719/14]
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17/09/2014WRL04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The provision of mortgage products 
by a financial institution is a commercial decision for the lending institution concerned.  I am 
informed by the Central Bank of Ireland that it does not comment on individual products.

The Construction Strategy sets out a comprehensive strategic approach to housing that is 
being undertaken by Government.  As part of this strategy, I am committed to examining in-
ternational best practice and developing proposals for additional models of mortgage financing 
in Ireland to ensure sustainable levels of mortgage lending in the medium term.  However, my 
officials are not currently researching non-recourse mortgages.  

Mortgage lending decisions must be undertaken on a sustainable and prudential basis.  They 
must also conform fully with the regulatory requirements of the Central Bank, both in relation 
to the financial institution itself, and in particular to the safeguarding of the borrower’s interests.

17/09/2014WRL04250Stamp Duty Arrears Issues

17/09/2014WRL04300325. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Finance if he will expedite the facilita-
tion of a stamp duty arrears resolution (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34734/14]

17/09/2014WRL04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that a deed was executed in the case in question on 7th April 2011, and presented to 
Revenue electronically, on 27th July 2011.  The initial duty calculated in the case was €21,000, 
but a relief was also claimed. 

On the 16 August 2012, Revenue was informed by the solicitor representing the person in 
question that the transaction was not proceeding on the basis that the original transfer was con-
ditional upon the transferee qualifying for Young Trained Farmer Relief.  The initial Deed of 
Transfer as signed by the parties did not have this condition attached, and Revenue replied to 
the solicitor on 5 September 2012 seeking further clarification of the issue.  To date no reply has 
been received by Revenue from the solicitor.  Pending a reply, the person concerned remains 
liable for the Stamp Duty and may also be liable for interest and penalties.

The Revenue Commissioners have further advised that it is important that the person con-
cerned makes contact with the National Stamp Duty Office, Ms Katherine Bourke, Dublin Cas-
tle (Tel: 01. 8589319 or email: kbbourke@revenue.ie) who will assist him further in the matter.

17/09/2014WRL04450Special Savings Incentive Scheme

17/09/2014WRL04500326. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance the number of special savings 
incentives accounts that were opened; the number of accounts that attracted up to 100%, 75%, 
50%, 25% of the available benefit; if data has been gathered in regard to the income levels and 
employment status of participants; the total amount invested in SSIAs; the total amount of inter-
est paid out; the amount an equivalent amount deposited at the prevailing interest rates would 
have attracted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34739/14]

17/09/2014WRL04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the total value of subscriptions made to Special Savings Incentive Accounts 
(SSIAs) from commencement of the scheme in May 2001 until its ending in April 2007 was 
€11,384m and the total tax credit was €2,473m.

I am further advised by Revenue that 1,170,208 SSIAs were commenced by individuals in 
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the period from its introduction up to the closing date of 30 April 2002.

The following table provides a breakdown of account holders’ average monthly subscrip-
tion levels.

Monthly subscription level %
€12.50 (Min) - €59.99 18
€60 - €149.99 25
€150 - €249.99 15
€250 - €254 (Max) 42

Information on the employment status of account holders was not required for the success-
ful administration of the scheme. However, where it was possible to match information on SSIA 
holders with the Revenue income distribution tables for the relevant tax year, the following was 
the estimated position.

Income Range Estimated % of Account Holders
&lt; €20,000 per annum 24
€20,000 - €50,000 per annum 49
&gt; €50,000 per annum 27
(estimates based on 2004 incomes)  

In the time available, it has not proved possible to compile material on the final part of the 
Deputy’s question. I will arrange for a response to be provided to the Deputy as soon as possible 
in that regard.

17/09/2014WRL04650Tax Deduction Systems

17/09/2014WRL04700327. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on the relevant 
contracts tax system being abused by certain building contractors to create a bogus self-em-
ployment situation; if this matter is being examined by the Revenue Commissioners; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34749/14]

17/09/2014WRL04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the electronic relevant contracts tax (eRCT) system is a tax deduction at source 
system that applies to payments made under contracts in the construction, meat processing and 
forestry sectors.  The eRCT system was introduced in 2012 to bring, inter alia, more control and 
oversight to construction sector contracts.  Under the system, contractors are assigned rates of 
tax deduction at source of either 0%, or 20% or 35% depending on their tax compliance record.  
Within the eRCT system, all contracts entered into by principal contractors, and all payments 
made on foot of those contracts, are notified to Revenue on a ‘real-time’ basis.  This information 
is used to drive Revenue’s risk assessment process and allows for more focused and effective 
interventions into abuses of the tax system.  However, the eRCT system, being a tax deduction 
system, does not create a self-employment situation, bogus or otherwise.    

As to claims of individuals in the construction sector being misclassified as self-employed 
such that the eRCT system, rather than the PAYE system, applies to payments made to them 
- I am further informed by the Revenue Commissioners that their officers work closely with 
the Department of Social Protection (DSP) and the National Employment Rights Authority 
(NERA) in assuring continued compliance on all fronts in the construction sector including 
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addressing issues of employment misclassification and other concerns raised.  In this respect, 
a number of joint and multi-agency compliance visits have been made to selected sites and in-
terviews conducted with all contractors and sub-contractors encountered. These joint investiga-
tions into possible misclassification of employment are on-going.  

As regards contracts entered into by persons in the construction sector, the criteria stipulated 
in the ‘Code of Practice for Employment or Self-Employment Status of Individuals’ will assist 
both parties in determining if a contract is, by its nature, either -

- a ‘contract of service’ (that is, an employer and employee arrangement) in which case 
the PAYE system applies to payments made; or

- a ‘contract for service’ (that is, not an employer and employee arrangement) in which 
case the eRCT system applies to payments made.

Employment misclassification issues form a very significant part of the work done by Rev-
enue on construction contracts and they continue, in conjunction with other Departments and 
State Agencies, to be vigilant in that regard.  In addition, Revenue conducts a significant num-
ber of checks on real-time payment information to determine if VAT registration is required and 
it forms part of both desk-based and on-site checks on construction contracts.

If the Deputy has any information on abuses of the tax system, including on misclassifica-
tion of employment status of individuals, it would be appreciated if he would pass such infor-
mation to my officials who will direct same to the Revenue Commissioners.

17/09/2014WRL04850Banks Recapitalisation

17/09/2014WRL04900328. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding Irish debt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34774/14]

17/09/2014WRL05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I take it that the Deputy’s question re-
fers to the issues of the retrospective direct recapitalisation of Irish banks and the early repay-
ment by Ireland of a portion of our IMF loans which are covered in the Irish Times opinion 
piece by Mr. Donal Donovan, dated 10 September 2014, as set out in the details provided with 
this question and in particular the issues of direct recpatialisation and the early repayment of a 
portion of our IMF loan. 

The Euro-area Heads of State or Government (HoSG) agreed in June 2012 that “it is im-
perative to break the vicious circle between banks and sovereigns”, and that when a Single 
Supervisory Mechanism, involving the ECB, is in place and operational, the European Stability 
Mechanism, the ESM, could recapitalise banks directly. 

On 10 June 2014 the euro area Member States reached a preliminary agreement on the 
operational framework for the ESM’s Direct Recapitalisation Instrument (DRI). This includes 
a specific provision in relation to the retroactive application of the instrument. Therefore, the 
agreement, that we were active in negotiating, keeps open the possibility to apply to the Euro-
pean Stability Mechanism for a retrospective direct recapitalisation of the Irish banks, should 
we wish to avail of it. 

What is now required  is a decision by mutual agreement of the ESM Board of Governors to 
create a new ESM instrument in accordance with Article 19 of the ESM treaty and the aim is to 
have this process completed by November this year, subject to completion of national approval 
procedures.   This would allow the ESM DRI to come into effect once the Single Supervisory 
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Mechanism is in place and operational which is expected to be in November of this year. 

In relation to retrospective recapitalisation, the preliminary agreement states that the poten-
tial retroactive application of the instrument should be decided on a case-by-case basis and by 
mutual agreement. Obviously, it will not be possible to make a formal application to the ESM 
for retrospective recapitalisation before the Instrument is in place and it would therefore be 
premature to make any submission in advance of that.

In relation to the planned early repayment of our IMF loan, the proposal is to repay up to 
€18 billion of this loan and to replace it with less expensive market funding. 

For this to succeed we require a waiver of mandatory early repayment clauses which are 
included in each of our loan agreements with the EFSF and the EFSM, and with our bilateral 
lenders, the U.K., Denmark and Sweden.

Our request for such a waiver was discussed at meetings of the Eurogoup and ECOFIN 
Ministers last weekend. There was unanimous political support among the Ministers for the 
proposal. However, a number of countries will have to go through national approval procedures 
before they can approve the waiver sought. This includes Sweden, where parliamentary elec-
tions have just taken place.

The ECB supported this initiative, but raised concerns regarding the IBRC related bonds 
held by the Central Bank of Ireland. However, as the ECB also acknowledged, this is a separate 
issue, which is not related to the early repayment proposal.  

17/09/2014WRL05050Government Bonds

17/09/2014WRL05100329. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the timing of the sale of 
long-term Government bonds as agreed in 2013 when the promissory note was replaced; the 
amounts arising from these bond sales: if there has been any change in the timing of bond sales: 
the amounts to be sold; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34775/14]

17/09/2014WRL05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Subsequent to the liquidation of IBRC 
the Central Bank acquired €25bn of Floating Rate Notes (FRNs) and €3.46bn of Government 
Fixed Coupon 2025 Government bonds.  The Bank undertook to sell the combined portfolio 
of the FRNs and the fixed rate bond as soon as possible provided the conditions of financial 
stability permit.

The Bank also indicated that, as a minimum, it will make sales in accordance with the fol-
lowing schedule: to end 2014 (€0.5 billion), 2015-2018 (€0.5 billion per annum), 2019-2023 
(€1 billion per annum), and 2024 on (€2 billion per annum until all bonds are sold).  The Bank’s 
recent Annual Report notes that sales have been made from this combined portfolio, with the 
Bank selling €350mn of its holdings of the Government 2025 Fixed Rate Bond in 2013.  

The timing of the sales and the management of it’s investment holdings are a matter for the 
Central Bank and it is independent in the exercise of its functions, neither I nor the Department 
of Finance have any role in the matter.

17/09/2014WRL05250Living City Initiative

17/09/2014WRL05300330. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the roll 
out of the living city initiative; the areas of County Cork that will be included in the initiative; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34798/14]

17/09/2014WRL05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Officials from my Department have 
held discussions with the relevant local authorities to identify the areas of the six cities, Cork, 
Dublin, Galway, Kilkenny, Limerick and Waterford, which might fall within the scope of the 
scheme.  Each of the local authorities have now submitted proposals on the areas which they be-
lieve should be included. 

My officials have also been in contact with the EU Commission on the application for State 
Aid approval for the Initiative and this process is expected to be concluded shortly.

I will not be announcing the areas to be designated until this approval has been received and 
the initiative is to be commenced. 

I would expect that I will be in a position to make an announcement in the near future.

It is important to note that I do not see this as a wide-spread Initiative, as it is targeted at 
those areas which are most in need of attention.

17/09/2014WRL06100Departmental Appointments

17/09/2014WRL06200331. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the total number of 
new appointments made in his Department and those under his remit from March 2011 to 
date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed during the period.  
[35121/14]

17/09/2014WRL06300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The total number of appointments to my 
Department from open recruitment since March 2011 are detailed in the following table. Some 
appointments in 2011 occurred before the establishment of the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform.

Title 2011 2012 2013 2014 Grand Total
Secretary 
General

1 1  1 3

Assistant 
Secretary

1 1  1 3

Chief Econo-
mist

  1  1

Chief Fi-
nance and 
Operations 
Officer

  1  1

Principal  1   1
HR Manager 1    1
Assistant 
Principal

  1 1 2

Economist   1 1 2
Banking 
Analyst

  1  1
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Title 2011 2012 2013 2014 Grand Total
Business 
Intelligence 
Analyst

1    1

Credit Ana-
lyst

 1   1

Compliance 
Officer

  1  1

Administra-
tive Officer

 43 1 13 57

Executive 
Officer

  1 1 2

Clerical Of-
ficer

 8 1 1 10

Service Of-
ficer

 1   1

Grand Total 4 56 9 19 88
I am advised by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General that there were 29 new 

appointments made during the period 1 March 2011 to 12 September 2014. These are outlined 
in the following table.

Grade No.
Assistant Secretary/Director of Audit  1

Grade No.
 Assistant Principal Officer/Senior Auditor  2
 Trainee Auditor (nearest CS grade - Execu-
tive Officer)

 26

I understand that the Deputy is referring to open recruitment to the civil service, and in that 
regard, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that during the period 1 March 2011 to 12 
September 2014 a total of 178 new appointments were made to Revenue following open com-
petition The appointments were made under sanction from the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform, and within Revenue’s Employment Control Framework and Budget.  They 
are additional to reassignments following redeployment and internal promotion competitions.  
For completeness, the Deputy may wish no note that approximately 40% of the successful can-
didates were already Revenue Commissioner’s staff.  The appointments were required to fill 
critical posts in a number of areas including audit, investigation, compliance and information 
technology.   The following table provides the grade breakdown:

Recruitment 1/3/2011 to 12/09/2014

Grade 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Revenue 
Commission-
ers (Secre-
tary General 
level)*

0 1 0 0 1



Questions - Written Answers

292

Grade 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Assistant 
Secretary*

2 2 0 1 5

Principal 1 1 1 1 4
Assistant 
Principal

0 5 12 10 27

Solicitor 0 2 0 0 2
Economist 1 0 0 0 1
Administra-
tive Officer

0 20 47 39 106

Clerical Of-
ficer

0 1 0 31 32

Total 4 32 60 82 178
*Following Top Level Appointments Committee open competitions

The NTMA were unable to provide the details required at this time and will reply directly 
to the Deputy.

Please note that the list of offices and bodies under the aegis of my Department are currently 
being reviewed.

17/09/2014WRL06350Public Sector Staff Increment Payments

17/09/2014WRL06400332. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of public sector em-
ployees under his remit who are subject to a freeze on their increment payments in 2014; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [35135/14]

17/09/2014WRL06500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My colleague, Minister Howlin, will be 
responding in respect of all civil servants in each Government Department/Office.  I am advised 
that in relation to the NTMA the response is nil.  Please note that the list of offices and bodies 
under the aegis of my Department are currently being reviewed.

17/09/2014WRL06550Departmental Staff Career Breaks

17/09/2014WRL06600333. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of civil servants, 
public servants and semi-State employees in his Department on career break at the time of the 
Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old positions; of these, the 
number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the number who availed of 
suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their employment; the num-
ber who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after being on redeployment 
lists for more than one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [35146/14]

17/09/2014WRL06700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): No officers on career break from my 
Department lost their right to return to their old positions and hence the responses to the remain-
ing questions are nil.

I am advised by the NTMA and the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General that their 
responses are also nil.

I am advised by the Office of the Revenue Commissioners of the following:
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1. 118 Revenue staff were on career break on 1 July 2013.  Two lost their right to return to 
their old position.

2. Two of the staff on career break on 1 July 2013 were placed on the Public Service Re-
source Panel.

3. One employee placed on the Resource Panel was required to return to a different Rev-
enue location than the one from which they took a career break. This was within 45 km of the 
previous assignment and is within Revenue.

4. 12 of the 118 staff who were on career break on 1 July 2013 have since terminated their 
employment.

5. No staff were accommodated with a return from career break to a supernumerary post.

Please note that the list of offices and bodies under the aegis of my Department are currently 
being reviewed.

17/09/2014WRM00150Commercial Rates

17/09/2014WRM00200334. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will consider abolishing commercial rates from struggling crèche facilities, pre schools and 
montessori type schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32969/14]

17/09/2014WRM00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Valuation 
Act, 2001 provides that all buildings used or developed for any purpose are rateable unless ex-
pressly exempted under Schedule 4 of the Act.  In general, the Act maintains the long-standing 
position that all commercial business properties, including those occupied and used for the 
provision of childcare facilities are liable for rates. Such rateable premises would ordinarily 
include playschools, pre-schools, crèches and Montessori schools. 

The Act is quite specific in relation to the exemptions that can be implemented by the Com-
missioner of Valuation.  These are set out in Schedule 4 of the Act and there is no discretion to 
grant exemptions not covered by Schedule 4.  Buildings which qualify for exemption from rates 
under the provisions of Schedule 4 would principally include those used for public worship, 
education and health-care provided on a not-for-profit basis, and charitable purposes.  

A property used for educational purposes is entitled to exemption from rates if all of the 
conditions detailed in paragraph 10 of Schedule 4 are met which in summary are;

1. It must be occupied by an educational institution

2. It must be used exclusively for the provision of educational services

3. Otherwise than for private profit;

(a) the institution must not be established or operated for the purposes of making a private 
profit or be financed wholly or mainly from State funds and

(b) The services in question must be available to the general public with or without a charge 
being levied.

The position regarding eligibility of operators of childcare facilities for exemption from 
rates is that in order for a property occupied by an organisation to be exempt under the terms of 
Schedule 4 of the Valuation Act, 2001, that organisation must be a charitable organisation, that 
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uses its property exclusively for charitable purposes and otherwise than for private profit. The 
organisation claiming charitable status for the purpose of qualifying for exemption from rates 
must comply with the definition of  “charitable organisation” as stated in PART 1 section 3 of 
the Valuation Act, 2001.

As a matter of course, the Valuation Office examines all claimant cases on their individual 
merits by reference to the relevant statutory provisions governing the operation of the Valuation 
Act as it relates to child-care facilities and all other categories of properties. 

Private childcare facilities form part of the rateable valuation base on a nationwide basis. I 
have no plans to provide for special treatment of these facilities by their exemption from rate-
ability under the Valuation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 2014 as such a change would be quickly 
followed by demands for similar treatment from other interests involved in the provision of 
other useful services, which in equity would be difficult to resist. The process could thus sub-
stantially reduce local authority revenues, which  would have to be made good by imposing a 
corresponding increase on the remaining ratepayers.

17/09/2014WRM00350Public Sector Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRM00400335. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
previous experience in the position advertised or in a similar position will be taken into account 
in the recruitment process for clerical officers in the Revenue Commissioners; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33125/14]

17/09/2014WRM00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Public 
Appointments Service recently advertised a recruitment campaign for Clerical Officers in the 
Civil and Public Service.  

Over 28,000 applications were received by the closing date and the competitive selection 
process is currently underway. 

 The selection process takes account of candidates’ previous relevant experience. Should 
a candidate be invited to interview, due recognition will also be given at that stage to relevant 
work experience a candidate may have.

 The Deputy may wish to note that the competition is not restricted to filling posts in any 
particular public service body. 

17/09/2014WRM00550Semi-State Bodies Dividends

17/09/2014WRM00600336. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on commercial semi State bodies taking on additional borrowings to pay increased divi-
dends to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33398/14]

17/09/2014WRM00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I presume 
that the Deputy is referring to the recent announcement by ESB that it no longer intends to 
proceed with the planned sale of its two peat-fired power plants under the State assets disposal 
programme, but instead will fund the remaining amount of the special dividend requirement for 
the Exchequer from borrowings drawn down within its existing banking facilities. 

This decision of the ESB Board followed detailed analyses undertaken in preparation for 
the sale of the peat plants which indicated that it would be financially more beneficial, for both 
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ESB and the shareholders, if ESB was to retain ownership of the peat plants and instead fund 
the payment of the remaining amount of the special dividend target by drawing down additional 
debt from ESB’s existing bank facilities, with the future cashflows resulting from the retention 
of the assets available to support the additional funding requirements arising from payment of 
the special dividend.   

In this way, rather than selling the physical assets and getting upfront proceeds to enable 
payment of the remaining special dividend, the cash-flows from the assets are now to be utilised 
in a different manner, to yield an overall better financial result, but with the substance of the 
approach being the same as if the assets had been sold.  I am satisfied that this course of action 
is consistent with the Government’s overriding objective of seeking to realise value from non-
strategic assets of ESB, while ensuring that this is done in a manner that maximises the value 
achievable from the assets while also ensuring that the company’s financial strength continues 
to be protected.

17/09/2014WRM00750Flood Prevention Measures

17/09/2014WRM00800337. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding flood damage to property (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33552/14]

17/09/2014WRM00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): It is a matter for Kerry County Council, in the first instance, to investigate and address 
flooding issues in the County.  The Office of Public Works (OPW) has no assets in Ballylong-
ford and, therefore, has no direct responsibility in maintaining or improving existing flood 
defences.  However, Ballylongford was identified through the national Preliminary Flood Risk 
Assessment as an area where the flood risk was potentially significant.  It is therefore designated 
as an area for which detailed analysis is being carried out under the Shannon Catchment Flood 
Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study, which the OPW is currently undertaking 
in partnership with the relevant local authorities including Kerry County Council.

The analysis under the CFRAM project will enable flood maps to be produced in 2014 and 
the identification of flood risk management options for this area in 2015.  There will be public 
consultation on the draft flood maps within the next couple of months and this will be adver-
tised locally. 

Following the significant flood events earlier this year, data collection was undertaken at 
Ballylongford on flood extents, levels and flood mechanism etc.  This information will contrib-
ute to calibrating any flood modelling being produced for the town ensuring any future mitigat-
ing measures proposed are robust and effective.

If Kerry County Council considers that there are some interim flood protection measures 
that could be carried out pending the completion of the CFRAM process then it is open to the 
Council to develop proposals and to submit and application for funding to carry out any such 
measures under  the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.  
Any application received will be assessed under the eligibility criteria, including a requirement 
that any measures are cost beneficial, and having regard to the overall availability of funding.  It 
is also open to local authorities to carry out flood mitigation and coastal protection works using 
their own resources.

17/09/2014WRM00950Construction Contracts
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17/09/2014WRM01000338. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding legislation designed to protect the financial interests of sub contractors on 
building projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33762/14]

17/09/2014WRM01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Construc-
tion Contracts Act 2013 was passed in order to help address the issue of non-payment to con-
struction sector sub-contractors who have completed work on construction projects in accor-
dance with their contract conditions.

The Act achieves this through two elements  

It provides new statutory arrangements for payments under construction contracts, includ-
ing providing for interim payments.  This will reduce sub-contractors’ exposure to non-pay-
ment; and

It introduces new mechanism for the swift resolution of payment disputes through adju-
dication.  This will provide a route for sub-contractors to achieve redress in the event that 
non-payment occurs.  The Act also sets out how a payment claim is to be handled and permits 
suspension under certain circumstances for non-payment.

The implementation of the Act requires the selection and appointment of a panel of adjudi-
cators to effect the dispute resolution aspects of the legislation, and the development of a code 
of conduct for adjudicators of disputes, in consultation with stakeholders.  These tasks are cur-
rently underway, and it is hoped that the Act will be implemented in full by Spring 2015.

17/09/2014WRM01150Minor Works Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WRM01200339. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if fund-
ing will be approved for an application for works (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34077/14]

17/09/2014WRM01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): In February of this year, the Government decided, based on submissions and estimates 
provided by local authorities and other agencies to the Department of the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government, to make available a sum of up to €70 million for a programme 
of repair and remediation works in respect of damage caused by the winter storms. 

Laois County Council was not allocated any funding as part of the Government decision as 
no submission or estimate of damage was received from the Council. 

The Office of Public Works has no responsibility for the wall mentioned by the Deputy and 
has not received any application for funding for the works mentioned.

It is open to the Council to apply to the OPW for funding under the Minor Flood Mitiga-
tion Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.  The scheme generally applies where a solution to 
a localised flooding issue can be readily identified and achieved in a short time frame.  Under 
the scheme, applications are considered for projects that are estimated to cost not more than 
€500,000 in each instance.  Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for approved projects.  
Applications are assessed by the OPW having regard to the specific criteria of the scheme, in-
cluding a cost benefit ratio, and to the availability of funds.   

17/09/2014WRM01350Flood Risk Assessments
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17/09/2014WRM01400340. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
plans the Office of Public Works has to address flood risk (details supplied); if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that there are severe weather projections for this area for this winter; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34102/14]

17/09/2014WRM01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): In 2010 Mayo County Council submitted an application for funding under the 
OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for works to prevent water 
infiltration through the river walls on the left bank of the River Moy at the location referred to. 
The application was not approved as it is OPW’s view that other factors may be contributing 
to flooding at this location.  The identification of these factors is being addressed in the context 
of the ongoing Western Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study 
to ensure that any mitigation measures that are proposed will deal effectively with the flood 
problem.

Flood mapping, indicating the fluvial and coastal flood risk in Ballina, is at draft stage and 
is to be finalised shortly.  A Public Consultation Day is scheduled for mid November 2014 and 
this event will be advertised locally.  Interested parties and individuals will then have the op-
portunity make submissions on the draft flood maps and contribute their knowledge of flooding 
in Ballina to the Western CFRAM study team.

The next stage in the CFRAM process is an option assessment exercise to assess manage-
ment options for any fluvial and coastal flood risk in Ballina.  A Flood Risk Management Plan 
for the Moy catchment will then be completed by 2016. 

Mayo County Council submitted a programme of works on foot of the Government Deci-
sion of 11 February that allocated funding for repairs of coastal protection and flood defence 
infrastructure damaged in the period 13th December to 6th January.  Repair works to parts of 
Ballina quay wall on the opposite, right bank of the river are included in the programme of 
works. These works are being progressed by the Council.

17/09/2014WRM01550Revenue Commissioners Resources

17/09/2014WRM01600341. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
has refused a request from the Revenue Commissioners to hire additional audit inspectors; his 
reasons for so doing in view that the return on such investment would be expected to be be-
tween 12:1 and 15:1, and in view of the need to demonstrate his commitment to tax compliance, 
equity and fairness. [34390/14]

17/09/2014WRM01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): No request 
from Revenue to hire additional audit inspectors has been received or refused.  While Rev-
enue’s staffing levels have decreased in line with Government policy on Public Service Num-
bers, I have given delegated sanction to Revenue to fill critical posts within the Office’s overall 
Employment Control Framework ceiling.  This sanction provides the potential to hire staff to 
meet specific skills deficits, including replacing staff in the area of audit, investigation and 
compliance.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they continue to prioritise their available 
resources to achieve their strategic objective of a more tax and customs compliant society and 
a Revenue administration that fosters economic recovery and development.
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17/09/2014WRM01750Commercial Rates Exemptions

17/09/2014WRM01800342. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform regard-
ing equestrian centres which are clearly agri-based in their activities but are currently levied as 
commercial premises for the purposes of commercial rates/rateable valuation, his views on the 
reclassification of equestrian centres as agricultural premises; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34796/14]

17/09/2014WRM01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Valua-
tion Act, 2001 provides in Schedule 3, Sections 1(a) and (b) that all buildings and lands used 
or developed for any purpose including constructions affixed thereto are rateable.   The basic 
premise under the Act is that all interests (including buildings) and all developed land are rate-
able unless expressly exempted under Schedule 4.

None of the specific exemptions contained in Schedule 4, including those which refer to 
agricultural land and farm buildings, would encompass commercial equestrian centres.  Eques-
trian centres are commercial enterprises and typically include stables for horses, a covered rid-
ing arena and ancillary buildings to support the enterprise.  

While acknowledging the very important contribution which equestrian centres make to the 
economy, I have no plans at present to provide for special treatment of such centres under the 
Valuation Act, which maintains the long-standing position that all property occupied and used 
for commercial enterprises are liable for rates.  Exceptions to this key principle would quickly 
be followed by demands for similar treatment from the providers of other useful services and 
products, which would be difficult in equity to resist.  The process could thus substantially re-
duce Local Authority revenues, which would have to be made good by imposing corresponding 
increases on the remaining ratepayers.

17/09/2014WRM01950Flood Risk Assessments

17/09/2014WRM02000343. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which ongoing action is planned in respect of areas that have previously suffered 
from flooding, coastal erosion or damage from storms and floods with particular reference to 
the need to carry out a proper drainage assessment thereby eliminating the potential for such 
flooding in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34846/14]

17/09/2014WRM02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The matter raised by the Deputy is of the utmost importance and the problem of 
flooding in Ireland is being addressed through the Office of Public Work’s Catchment Flood 
Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme.  This is a major national programme 
under which the most comprehensive assessment of flood risk in the country to date is being 
undertaken.

The purpose of the CFRAM Programme is to:

- assess and map the existing and potential significant flood hazard and risk within the study 
areas,

- build the strategic information base necessary for making informed decisions in relation 
to managing flood risk,

- identify viable structural and non-structural measures and options for managing the flood 
risks for localised high-risk areas and within each river catchment as a whole. 



17 September 2014

299

- There are three main stages in the Programme; each involving public consultation:

- Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment - complete

- Flood Hazard Mapping (2013 - 2014)

- Catchment Flood Risk Management Plans (2015)

The CFRAM Programme will be used to determine national priorities for State investment 
in flood defences on a systematic and objective basis using Multi-Criteria Analysis.  More in-
formation on the Programme is available on www.cfram.ie.

Pending the completion of the CFRAM Programme, the OPW is continuing with its pro-
gramme of major flood relief schemes.  These schemes are focused on locations throughout the 
country where significant flood events have occurred in the past.  Cost benefit analysis is the 
standard methodology used to determine priorities and for selection of major schemes.  Benefits 
are measured in terms of the damage and loss avoided.  Details of major schemes are available 
on www.opw.ie under Flood Risk Management.

Identification and assessment of flood risk at local level within each county is a matter for 
the local authority concerned.  It is open to local authorities to apply for funding under the 
OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme, introduced in 2009.  
The Scheme generally applies to relatively straightforward cases where a solution can be read-
ily identified and achieved in a short time frame.  Applications for funding are considered 
having regard to assessment criteria including a minimum benefit to cost ratio of 1.5:1 and the 
availability of funds.

The Government decided on 11th February 2014 to allocate up to €69.5 million for repair 
and remediation of public infrastructure that was damaged by severe weather in the period 13th 
December 2013 to 6th 2014 January.  

Of the figure of €69.5 million, up to €19.6 million was allocated for repair by local au-
thorities of existing built coastal protection and flood defences in the affected areas, based on 
estimates submitted by them to the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government.  This funding is being made available to the local authorities through the OPW on 
the basis of approved programmes of works.  The commencement and progression of the works 
is a matter for the local authorities.

OPW has been allocated a total of €225m for Flood Risk Management for the period 2012 - 
2016.  This allocation will allow OPW to continue to progress its current programmes including 
major flood relief schemes, the Minor Works and Coastal Protection Scheme and the CFRAM 
Programme.

17/09/2014WRM02150Flood Relief Schemes Data

17/09/2014WRM02200344. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide an update regarding flood relief works (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34857/14]

17/09/2014WRM02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): Repair works to 15m of collapsed sea wall at Strand Road, Sutton were included 
in the programme of works Fingal County Council submitted to the Office of Public Works on 
foot of the Government Decision of 11 February that allocated funding for repairs of coastal 
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protection and flood defence infrastructure damaged in the period 13th December to 6th Janu-
ary.  The Council has indicated that these works are now completed.

The flood defence works on the River Wad at Donnycarney, which are being undertaken 
and managed by Dublin City Council as the Contracting Authority with funding provided by 
the OPW, commenced in late 2013 and are currently approximately 90% complete.  The main 
elements of the works are being carried out on behalf of the Council by the OPW using its own 
labour force.  It is expected that the works will be completed before the end of this year, weather 
permitting.

Dublin City Council is the lead authority in relation to the development of any flood relief 
proposals for Clontarf and the OPW understands that the Council is currently exploring pos-
sible options in this regard.  Should a viable, cost beneficial flood relief scheme emerge which 
meets with the acceptance of the relevant stakeholders, including the public, it will be open to 
the Council to apply for funding from the OPW to undertake such a scheme.

17/09/2014WRM02350EU Directives

17/09/2014WRM02400345. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
his Department is responsible for a directive (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34864/14]

17/09/2014WRM02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): On 28 March, 
2014, the European Commission published three new Directives as a collective reform of the 
existing EU regime for public procurement under the existing provisions of Directive 2004/17/
EU - coordinating the procurement procedures of entities operating in the water, energy, trans-
port and postal services sectors and Directive 2004/18/EU - on the coordination of procedures 
for the award of public works contracts, public supply contracts and public service contracts.  

The three new Directives, including the Directive referred to by the Deputy are:

- 2014/23/EU - on the award of concession contracts

- 2014/24/EU- on public procurement and repealing Directive 2004/18/EU

- 2014/25/EU - on procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and 
postal services sectors and repealing Directive 2004/17/EC

The three Directives require to be transposed into national law by all EU Member States by 
April 2016.  In this regard, the Office of Government Procurement, which is under the aegis of 
my Department, is coordinating the process of transposition into Irish law. 

17/09/2014WRM02550Flood Risk Assessments

17/09/2014WRM02600346. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to address flooding problems at a location (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34978/14]

17/09/2014WRM02700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): It is a matter for Kerry County Council, in the first instance, to investigate and 
address flooding issues in the County.  The Office of Public Works (OPW) has no assets in 
Ballylongford and, therefore, has no direct responsibility in maintaining or improving exist-
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ing flood defences.  However, Ballylongford was identified through the national Preliminary 
Flood Risk Assessment as an area where the flood risk was potentially significant. It is therefore 
designated as an area for which detailed analysis is being carried out under the Shannon Catch-
ment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study, which the OPW is currently 
undertaking in partnership with the relevant local authorities including Kerry County Council.

The analysis under the CFRAM project will enable flood maps to be produced in 2014 and 
the identification of flood risk management options for this area in 2015.  There will be public 
consultation on the draft flood maps within the next couple of months and this will be adver-
tised locally. 

Following the significant flood events earlier this year, data collection was undertaken at 
Ballylongford on flood extents, levels and flood mechanism etc.  This information will contrib-
ute to calibrating any flood modelling being produced for the town ensuring any future mitigat-
ing measures proposed are robust and effective.

If Kerry County Council considers that there are some interim flood protection measures 
that could be carried out pending the completion of the CFRAM process then it is open to the 
Council to develop proposals and to submit and application for funding to carry out any such 
measures under  the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.  
Any application received will be assessed under the eligibility criteria, including a requirement 
that any measures are cost beneficial, and having regard to the overall availability of funding.  It 
is also open to local authorities to carry out flood mitigation and coastal protection works using 
their own resources.

17/09/2014WRM02750Flood Risk Assessments

17/09/2014WRM02800347. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress of work under the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment Management Systems in respect 
of rivers (details supplied) in County Laois; when updated plans will be available and published 
that the public can act upon in view of the fact that many of the areas listed as liable to flooding 
are not based on scientific or accurate information; when this matter will be improved; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33173/14]

17/09/2014WRM02900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): Mountrath was identified through the national Preliminary Flood Risk Assess-
ment (PFRA) as a location where flood risk was potentially significant.  It is therefore desig-
nated as an Area for Further Assessment (AFA) and a detailed assessment is being carried out 
under the South Eastern Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study. 
The Office of Public Works is currently undertaking this in partnership with the relevant local 
authorities including Laois County Council.  

Draft flood maps are currently being produced and there will be public consultation days in 
Mountrath and other AFAs in the South Eastern CFRAM Study area during the coming months 
to allow interested parties and members of the public to provide their observations.  These will 
be advertised locally and on the Study website.  The next phase in the CFRAM Study will be the 
options assessment process.  Following that, Flood Risk Management Plans will be prepared.  
Further information and updates on the South Eastern CFRAM Study are available on www.
southeastcframstudy.ie.

17/09/2014WRM02950Departmental Staff Data
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17/09/2014WRM03000348. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 
2013 to 31 December 2013, and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of 
staff expected to leave in 2014, and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff 
expected to leave in 2015, and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
leave in 2016, and the annual savings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33209/14]

17/09/2014WRM03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The number 
of staff, in my Department, who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 
1 July 2013 to 31 December 2013 and the number to date in 2014 are set out in the following 
table.

 - 2013 2014
Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform

15 20

Shared Services 9 20
Office of Government Pro-
curement

1 2

The following table reflects the number of staff who will be over 60 in 2015 and 2016 and 
may be in a position to retire.  

 - 2015/2016
Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform

25

Shared Services 19
Office of Government Procurement 4
 

There are of course likely to be other exits from my Department in 2015-16 as staff decide 
to pursue other opportunities that may arise.  Although difficult to accurately estimate, as the 
economy improves, it can be expected staff may leave for reasons other than retirement.  Pay-
roll savings arising from staff exits were incorporated into the budgetary arithmetic in 2013 and 
2014, and any future savings arising in 2015 and 2016 will similarly be reflected in the Vote 
allocations in the context of the overall Estimates process.   

Alongside the implementation of the various measures and reforms provided for in the 
Haddington Road Agreement, staff exits are a contributing factor in helping my Department to 
meet its paybill objectives and, in so doing, contribute to the achievement of the Government’s 
overall fiscal and public service numbers targets. 

17/09/2014WRM03150Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRM03200349. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected 
annual costs arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33226/14]

17/09/2014WRM03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 



17 September 2014

303

will be aware, my Department has been engaged in an extensive recruitment exercise over the 
past two years and this will continue into 2015 as progress continues to be made in establish-
ing and resourcing the Shared Services Offices, the Office of Government Procurement and the 
OGCIO.  Although redeployment is being utilised wherever possible,  these new offices also 
require an initial investment in  targeted, strategic recruitment in order to ensure that the neces-
sary skillsets  are available to realise significant savings in the future through more efficient and 
innovative ways of service delivery. 

The following table gives the number of new staff employed from 1 July 2013 to 31 De-
cember 2013 and to date in 2014, in respect of all the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform Votes. 

 - 2013 2014
Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform

6 19

Shared Services 50 189
Office of Government Pro-
curement

3 80

 

Any additional costs arising from staff recruitment were incorporated into the Department’s 
Revised Estimates for 2013 and 2014.   Decisions around future staffing and pay ceilings will, 
as normally is the case, be a matter for Government in the context of forthcoming Budgets and 
any additional costs will be reflected in my Department’s Vote allocation.   

17/09/2014WRM03350Legislative Measures

17/09/2014WRM03400350. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
provisions of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest legislation that are due 
to expire at the end of 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33321/14]

17/09/2014WRM03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under sec-
tion 12 of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2013, I am required as 
Minister  to review the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts 2009-2013 
annually and cause a written report of my findings to be laid before each House of the Oireach-
tas.  As part of that review I am required to consider whether the various measures provided for 
under the legislation continue to be necessary, having regard to the purposes of the legislation. 
My last such report was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas in June 2014.  In that report I 
concluded that the measures continued to be necessary and will continue to apply.  Accordingly, 
there are no provisions within the legislation that are due to expire at the end of 2014.

17/09/2014WRM03550Flood Prevention Measures

17/09/2014WRM03600351. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding works on land (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33344/14]

17/09/2014WRM03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The Office of Public Works is continuing to carry out repair works on damaged 
flood defences on the River Maine Scheme following the serious storms that took place in the 
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region in January and February of this year.  Given the extent of works required and the limita-
tions of available resources, works are prioritised and carried out on a planned phased basis.

I am advised that OPW engineers have visited Ballmacpierce but not, as yet, the property of 
the Flemmings.  An inspection of this property will take place as soon as possible and, should 
repair works be required to flood defences, they will be carried out as soon as is practicable.

17/09/2014WRM03750Coastal Protection

17/09/2014WRM03800352. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the Office of Public Works will provide the necessary funding to provide proper coastal protec-
tion at the area at Kilshannig in Castlegregory, County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33422/14]

17/09/2014WRM03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DoECLG) 
informed Kerry County Council, based on the estimate submitted by the Council to that Depart-
ment, that up to €1,226,920 is available to the Council via the Office of Public Works (OPW) 
to undertake the necessary repair works to coastal protection and flood defence infrastructure 
damaged during the Winter storms.  

The Council submitted overall programmes of works to the DoECLG detailing how it pro-
posed to spend the total allocation and submitted the relevant elements of its programme to 
the OPW.  Separately, the Council submitted a funding application for €500,000 under the 
OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for coastal repair works 
at Kilshannig.  However, as these works were not included in the Council’s programme, there 
is no specific provision for them in the Council’s allocation of €1,226,920.   

The funding application for Kilshannig and other applications submitted by the Council 
that fall outside of the storm damage funding envelope will be considered having regard to the 
relevant eligibility criteria of the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection scheme 
and the overall availability of resources for flood risk management.   

17/09/2014WRM03950Public Sector Debt Management

17/09/2014WRM04000353. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the posi-
tion regarding plans to create a central debt collection agency for the Health Service Executive, 
the Courts Service, local authorities and the Departments of Social Protection and Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33489/14]

17/09/2014WRM04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Depart-
ment commissioned a review of debt management across five sectors: the HSE, Local Govern-
ment, Department of Social Protection, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and 
the Courts Service. The review was conducted by BearingPoint, following a competitive tender 
process, and has been published on my Department’s website.

This review identifies the challenges facing these sectors in terms of debt collection and 
notes that these organisations are currently working to improve their debt collection perfor-
mance. The BearingPoint review contains a number of cross-departmental recommendations, 
one of which is the establishment of a Central Collection Agency.

There has been no decision made by Government to establish a Central Collection Agency. 
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A project manager will shortly be engaged, via the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form, to further investigate and explore the potential impacts and practicalities of each measure 
and detailed proposals will then be brought to Government, if the case merits it.

17/09/2014WRM04150Public Sector Staff Increment Payments

17/09/2014WRM04200354. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of civil servants who are subject to a freeze on their increment payment in 2014; the 
number of public service employees under his remit who are subject to a freeze on their incre-
ment payment in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33491/14]

17/09/2014WRM04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Hadding-
ton Road Agreement provides for a range of increment and related balancing measures depend-
ing on relevant earnings.  Under the terms of the Agreement, those earning under €35,000 will 
have a three month increment pause during the lifetime of the Agreement. For those on salaries 
between €35,000 and €65,000, two three month increment pauses will apply (a total of a six 
month pause), and for those earning above €65,000 to the maximum of the Principal (Higher) 
scale or equivalent, two six month pauses will apply over the course of the Agreement.  Finally, 
incremental progression is suspended for three years for those on salary scales starting over 
€100,000.  Based on the best available data available to my Department, the number of civil 
servants who will have an increment paused or frozen in 2014, including those under the remit 
of my Department, is estimated at some 3,900 (on a head count basis). 

17/09/2014WRM04350Public Sector Staff Data

17/09/2014WRM04400355. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide in tabular form the percentage of all civil servants who are aged under 20, 20-29, 
30-39, 40-49, 50-59 and over 60 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33492/14]

17/09/2014WRM04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The informa-
tion contained in the following table sets out as at end-June, 2014 the percentage of Civil Ser-
vants serving in the age ranges requested by the Deputy.  

Age range (as at end-June, 2014)* % of Civil Servants in the range
 20 0.2
20-29 4.1
30-39 22.7
40-49 28.2
50-59 37.2
 60 7.6
 *  For technical data management reasons this information excludes staff serving in the 

Irish Prison Service and National Gallery.   

17/09/2014WRM04550Departmental Expenditure

17/09/2014WRM04600356. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
funds that his Department has approved in 2013 for Inquiries, Commissions of Investigation, 
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Tribunals or other forms of public interest investigation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33493/14]

17/09/2014WRM04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Similar to all 
expenditure, annual allocations for Tribunals and Commissions are agreed with Departments as 
part of the Estimates campaign.  In addition, this Department receives reports on expenditure 
on Tribunals and Commissions on a bi-monthly basis.  Expenditure, as reported for 2013, is 
detailed in the following table.  

Tribunal/Commission Department Total
Commission to Inquire into 
Child Abuse

D/Education 2,815,834

Commission of Investiga-
tion into the Death of Gary 
Douch

D/Justice 496,114

Morris Tribunal D/Justice 2,331,715
Smithwick (Breen and Bu-
chanon)

D/Justice 1,082,566

Moriarty Tribunal D/Taoiseach 2,513,055
Mahon Tribunal D/Environment 5,320,611
- - 14,559,895

17/09/2014WRN00200Departmental Bodies

17/09/2014WRN00300357. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he has issued guidelines or instructions to commercial semi-State bodies in respect of the divi-
dends they pay to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33593/14]

17/09/2014WRN00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Depart-
ment is working with relevant Departments and NewEra (in respect of the companies for which 
NewEra has responsibility) to review shareholder management and oversight arrangements 
applying in the commercial State sector.  Shareholder expectation letters have been, or will 
be, sent by parent Department Ministers to State companies.  These letters set out the views 
and expectations of Ministers, as shareholders, of the companies’ financial performance which 
includes the matter of an appropriate dividend policy.  The Shareholder expectation letters also 
address the importance of striking the right balance between distribution of dividends and rein-
vestment in the business.

Up to now there has been no explicit guidelines to State companies regarding dividends. In 
recent years, dividends of approximately 30% of profits after tax have been sought from most 
commercial State companies.  An additional €100m was also sought from the sector on foot of 
Budget 2013.

17/09/2014WRN00500Coastal Protection

17/09/2014WRN00600358. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will clarify a matter regarding coastal protection works in County Kerry (details supplied). 
[33668/14]

17/09/2014WRN00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
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mon Harris): The Government Decision of 11 February, 2014 specifically addressed the al-
location of funding for the repair of existing infrastructure damaged by storms in the period of 
13 December to 6 January 2014.  The Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government (DoECLG) wrote to Kerry County Council indicating, based on the estimate sub-
mitted by the Council to that Department, that up to €1,226,920 was being made available to 
the Council via the Office of Public Works (OPW) to undertake the necessary repair works to 
damaged coastal protection and flood defence infrastructure.  

The estimates submitted by Kerry County Council to the DoECLG included for strength-
ening works at Incherea and both repair and strengthening works at Cromane Lower but, as 
stated in the parliamentary reply of 13 May, strengthening works fall outside of the scope of 
the Government Decision.  Only the repair element of projects such as that at Cromane Lower 
are covered under the allocation.  The programme of works the Council submitted to the OPW 
detailing how it proposes to spend the total allocation of €1,226,920 included for repairs to a 
coastal embankment at Cromane Lower.  This programme is approved and it is now open to the 
Council to draw down this funding.  

The Council will need to address their proposals for strengthening works at both Incherea 
and Cromane Lower separately and outside of the current process which is aimed at repairs and 
emergency works.

17/09/2014WRN00800Flood Prevention Measures

17/09/2014WRN00900359. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding flooding (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33760/14]

17/09/2014WRN01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): I am advised that the flooding problem raised in the Deputy’s question is due to 
problems with the surface water drainage infrastructure at this location.  The Office of Public 
Works has no responsibility in this matter.  It is a matter for Fingal County Council in the first 
instance.

17/09/2014WRN01100Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRN01200360. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his plans to hire general operatives for the greater Killarney area to work within the Office of 
Public Works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33868/14]

17/09/2014WRN01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): All recruitment undertaken by the Office of Public Works is governed by the 
necessity to remain within the staffing limits directed by the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform through the Employment Control Framework (ECF), together with level of funding 
made available to meet payroll costs.  Recruitment of additional permanent staff is subject to 
the sanction provided via that Department.

In relation to our State Industrial staff, there are no plans to recruit permanent general opera-
tive staff in the near future.  Any such competitions that would arise would be advertised to the 
public via our website, in local newspapers and through SOLAS, as appropriate.
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17/09/2014WRN01400Departmental Staff Career Breaks

17/09/2014WRN01500361. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in his Department on career 
break at the time of the Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old 
positions; of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the 
number who availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their 
employment; the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after 
being on redeployment lists of over one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33931/14]

17/09/2014WRN01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question I can confirm that, other than one staff member in the Valuation Office, 
no civil or public servant in my Department, or those under my remit, on career breaks at the 
time of the Haddington Road Agreement, lost their right to return to their old positions.

The following table outlines the position regarding the Valuation Office:

Valuation Office

Staff on Career Break at time of Haddington Road Agreement who could not be ac-
commodated

Number of Staff Redeployment 
offered

Redeployment 
Availed of

Terminated Em-
ployment

Accommodated 
with Supernu-
merary position

One Yes Yes No No

17/09/2014WRN01700Departmental Functions

17/09/2014WRN01800362. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service, his Department is a 
party to; if he will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrangement; 
the duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these administra-
tive arrangements. [34008/14]

17/09/2014WRN01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question I have limited the response to services received from, or provided to, 
other Government Departments for 2014.

Following its establishment in 2011 my Department entered into an administrative arrange-
ment with the Department of Finance whereby the Department of Finance continued to organise 
all accommodation arrangements for the two departments and my Department took responsi-
bility for the provision of IT services for the two departments. External costs are shared on a 
pro-rata basis and will vary from year-to-year but staff costs are not charged.

Services provided by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Department - 
Department of Finance OGCIO ICT
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All Departments OPW - flood risk management services, 
construction works, maintenance services, 
rental payments, grants, unitary payments, 
loan repayment collections, architectural 
advice

 Office of the Chief Medical Officer provid-
ing occupational health advice

 The Office of Government Procurement 
commenced operations in 2014 assuming 
responsibility for procurement policy and 
procedures and for sourcing common goods 
and services on behalf of the public service.

 PeoplePoint HR, Payroll and Pensions 
Shared Services to 13 Departments / Offices

Services provided to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Department - 
Department of Finance Facilities Management including mainte-

nance, repairs, and cleaning
 Pay and Pensions 
 File Management
 Printing 
 Accounting and Financial Management 

services
 Banking/Funds Transfer service
 EU Council Travel Reimbursement Scheme

17/09/2014WRN02000Office of Public Works Properties

17/09/2014WRN02100363. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding repair works; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34078/14]

17/09/2014WRN02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): A short stretch of embankment which is the responsibility of the Office of Public 
Works (OPW) is used as an unofficial slipway at this location and hence the crest is slightly 
lower than the rest of the embankment.  It is envisaged that the OPW will have an excavator in 
the locality in the near future and will address the matter that the Deputy refers to then.  With 
regard to the sluice referred to, last year the OPW replaced the two main sluice structures for 
this polder.  The structure referred to is a minor sluice and works were also undertaken to seal 
the pipe, install new hinges and fit a new door.

17/09/2014WRN02300Flood Risk Assessments

17/09/2014WRN02400364. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
arrange in conjunction with Kerry County Council to undertake the necessary flood remedial 
measures to ensure that there is no re-occurrence of the flooding of homes in an area (details 
supplied) in County Kerry which has occurred a number of times in recent years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34131/14]
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17/09/2014WRN02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): It is a matter for Kerry County Council, in the first instance, to investigate and 
address flooding issues in the County.  The Office of Public Works (OPW) has no assets in 
Ballylongford and, therefore, has no direct responsibility in maintaining or improving existing 
flood defences.  However, Ballylongford was identified through the national Preliminary Flood 
Risk Assessment as an area where the flood risk was potentially significant. It is therefore des-
ignated as an area for which detailed analysis is being carried out under the Shannon Catchment 
Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study, which OPW is currently undertak-
ing in partnership with the relevant local authorities including Kerry County Council.

The analysis under the CFRAM project will enable flood maps to be produced in 2014 and 
the identification of flood risk management options for this area in 2015.  There will be public 
consultation on the draft flood maps within the next couple of months and this will be adver-
tised locally. 

Following the significant flood events earlier this year, data collection was undertaken at 
Ballylongford on flood extents, levels and flood mechanism etc.  This information will contrib-
ute to calibrating any flood modelling being produced for the town ensuring any future mitigat-
ing measures proposed are robust and effective.

If Kerry County Council considers that there are some interim flood protection measures 
that could be carried out pending the completion of the CFRAM process then it is open to the 
Council to develop proposals and to submit and application for funding to carry out any such 
measures under  the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.  
Any application received will be assessed under the eligibility criteria, including a requirement 
that any measures are cost beneficial, and having regard to the overall availability of funding.  It 
is also open to local authorities to carry out flood mitigation and coastal protection works using 
their own resources.

17/09/2014WRN02600Coastal Protection

17/09/2014WRN02700365. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount allocated to Kerry County Council for coastal protection works and flood relief mea-
sures following the winter storms and flooding; the expenditure to date of this designated fund-
ing to County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34133/14]

17/09/2014WRN02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): Following on the Government Decision of 11 February 2014, the Department 
of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DoECLG) wrote to Kerry County 
Council indicating that, based on the estimate submitted by the Council to that Department, up 
to €1,226,920 is available to the Council via the Office of Public Works (OPW) to undertake the 
necessary repair works to damaged coastal protection and flood defence infrastructure.  

The Council submitted an overall programme of works to the DoECLG detailing how it 
proposes to spend the total allocation and submitted the relevant elements of its programme to 
the OPW.  The OPW reviewed the programme having regard to related guidance issued by the 
DoECLG to the local authorities and notified the Council that it was approved. 

Kerry County Council has not drawn down any of the allocated funding to date.  The OPW 
understands that repair works are ongoing and that the Council expects to draw down most of 
the allocated funding before the end of the year. 
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17/09/2014WRN02900Coastal Protection

17/09/2014WRN03000366. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the total 
amount of projects identified during January-February 2014 following the storms and flooding 
destruction; the locations of the projects; the position regarding the progress of work on these 
projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34136/14]

17/09/2014WRN03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The Office of Public Works is responsible only for the approval of programmes 
of works and the disbursement to local authorities of the funding allocated by Government for 
repair of damage to public coastal protection infrastructure.  The Departments of the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government, Transport, Tourism and Sport and Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine are responsible for the approval of programmes of work and the disbursement 
of funding for repair of other damaged public infrastructure such as roads, piers, harbours and 
other community facilities and amenities. 

The following table lists the locations of 176 projects included in the programmes of works 
submitted by local authorities to the Office of Public Works and approved by the OPW on foot 
of the Government Decision of 11 February, 2014, which allocated funding of up to €19.6 
million for coastal protection repair works following the coastal storm flood damage from 13 
December, 2013 to 6 January, 2014 based on estimates provided by the local authorities. 

The prioritisation and progression of projects is entirely a matter for the local authorities 
concerned, and they would be best placed to provide the up to date position in relation to each 
project. 

Local Authority Project Location
Clare County Council New Quay

R477 Ballyvaughan
Doolin
Clahane, Liscannor
Liscannor
Lahinch
White Strand, Miltown Malbay
Spanish Point
Seafield Pier
Carrowmore
Rhynnagonnaught, Doonbeg
Whitestrand/ Doonmore, Doonbeg
Baltard (south of Doonbeg)
Kilkee
Ross Bay
Kilbaha
Cloughansavan/Kilclogher
Fodra
Rinevella Beach
Rinevella
Kilcredaun Irish College
Carrigaholt
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Local Authority Project Location
Cappagh, Kilrush
Carrowdotia, N67 Moneypoint     
Knock
Labasheeda

-
Cork County Council Durrus-Ahakista Road- Phase 1

Point Road, Crosshaven
Belvelly, Cobh
Summercove Kinsale
Gerahies Sea Wall- Phase 1
Ballydonegan Beach
Red Strand, Ardfield, Clonakilty
Garryvoe, Midleton
South Harbour, Cape Clear Island
Pier Road, Rosscarbery
Hare Island
Cow Strand Wall Sherkin Island
Saleen- East Ferry, Midleton
Garrahies Sea Wall- Phase 2
Durrus- Ahakista Road- Phase 2

-
Donegal County Council Inver

Ards, Creeslough
Shore Road, Mountcharles
Shore Road, Killybegs
Buncrana Shore Walk
Creey Pier
Bundoran West end Carpark
Bundoran Main Beach
Aranmore
Tory Island
Moville Shore Path
Mill Bay, Inch Island
Keadue Bridge
Melmore
Maghery/Termon Road
White Strand
Rossbeg Pier Road

-
Fingal County Council Portmarnock Beach

Strand Road, Sutton
Portrane Beach
Sea Wall Barnageera, Skerries
South Strand Street, Skerries
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Local Authority Project Location
Burrow Beach, Portrane

-
Galway City Council Silverstrand/ Blackrock to Birdoo/ Black-

rock to Southpark
-
Galway County Council Causeway at Lettermore, Gorumna, Béal an 

Daingean agus Eanach Mheáin
Trá Mor
Trá Heuston, Lettermullen
Ceann Golam, Lettermullen
Aird Mhóir, Carna
Duibhitir, Carna
Ce Loughan Beag, Inverin
Inish Mór, Killeany Road
Foot causeway to Inis an Ghainnimh
Mweenish Island
Inisbofin
Aillebrack
Mainístir Kilmurvey, Inis Mór
Frenchman’s Strand, Inis Mór
Ervallagh Roundstone
South Facing Shore, Inishbofin
Galway approach to An Spideal agus Trá na 
mBan
Inis Oirr
Keerhaun North Errislannin
Sky Road Loop, Clifden
Sean Céibh Area, An Spideál
Ardnagreeva, Clifden
Renvyle Seafront Walk, Oranmore
Beach Road, Cleggan
Streamstown
Ballyconeely, Clifton
Dolan, Roundstone
Dogs Bay, Roundstone
Inis Mheain
Errisbeg/Gurteen Graveyard, Roundstone
Cloonisle Coastal Road
Road at Church between piers, Inisboffin
East End Inisboffin
Mairos Graveyard at Cloch Mór, Baile na 
Habhain
An Spideál linking Trá na mBan to An 
Ceabh Nua
Access road to Loughan Beag Pier, Inverin
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Local Authority Project Location
-
Kerry County Council Fahamore

Bunanear
Ceann Trá
Kenmare
Kenmare
Cromane Lower
Cockleshell Road
Barrow
Kells Beach
Renard
Valentia Island
White Strand
Waterville
Coonanna
Ballinskelligs
Cooscrome
Bunavalla
Brackaharagh
Cush
Maulagullane
R573 Coast Road
Rossbeigh
Fenit

-
Louth County Council Salterstown

R172, Blackrock Sea Wall
Giles Quay
Cruisetown, Clogherhead
Roadstown
Ballagan, Greenore
Corstown, Dunany
Domor’s Green, Drogheda

-
Mayo County Council L-1833 Bertra Beach

Bertra Beach
L-54462 Road to Dooagh Pier
L-54442 Road at Dooagh
L-5437 Road to Roigh Pier
L 5283 Road to Fahy Graveyard
L- 54398 Road to Mallaranny Pier
Newport Quay Wall
Innisbiggle
Faulmore, Blacksod
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Local Authority Project Location
Cartron, Clogher
Uisce
Bayview, Binghamstown
Bindoola on R313 at Belmullet
School Road, Belmullet
Shore Road, Belmullet Town
Doohoma South Coast
Carrowholly, Westport
R335 at Deerpark,
L-801 Quay Road, Westport
L-5839 Rosbeg Road
Carpark at the Point on Roman Island
L-18012 Rosmalley Road
L-5841 Sunnyside, Rosbeg
L-1801 Quay Road, Ardmore
Devlin
Inishnakillew
L-1802 Carrowholly, Rusheen
Carrowholly Lower
Dooagh Carpark
Keel Sandybanks
L-54443 Road at Dooega Pier
Foxpoint
Ballina Quay Wall
Bull’s Mouth Slipway, Achill

-
Meath County Council Laytown
-
Sligo County Council Enniscrone
-
Waterford County Council Back Strand, Tramore

Sea Wall Dunmore East
Cunnigar, Dungarvan

-
Wexford  County Council Clones Road

Ballyhack to Arthurstown
Courtown
Ballinamona Beach

17/09/2014WRN03200Office of Public Works Projects

17/09/2014WRN03300367. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the posi-
tion regarding the proposed remedial work to alleviate the flooding in an area (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34138/14]
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17/09/2014WRN03400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The Office of Public Works received an application from Kerry County Council 
for funding under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for flood 
alleviation works at this location. This application is currently being assessed having regard to 
the eligibility criteria for the Minor Works scheme which requires the proposed works to be 
cost beneficial and to the availability of funding.  The OPW will notify Kerry County Council 
shortly regarding its decision on the application.

17/09/2014WRN03500Office of Public Works Properties

17/09/2014WRN03600368. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
for a programme of restoration to the historical Magazine Fort which occupies a commanding 
location within the Phoenix Park but which is empty, unused and derelict; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34146/14]

17/09/2014WRN03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that their primary focus is 
to protect and conserve the existing buildings and fortifications of the Magazine Fort, which is a 
protected structure. The Fort is regularly inspected for evidence of any unauthorised access and 
routine maintenance works are carried out when required.  I recently inspected the site myself 
as part of a more general visit to the Phoenix Park.

It is planned to carry out certain limited refurbishment works that would facilitate public 
access to sections of the Fort as and when resources become available for this purpose.  Any-
thing like a full restoration programme is not a practical proposition in the current economic 
climate.  However, the Office of Public Works is open to proposals or ideas for restoration of 
the Magazine Fort subject to their being suitable to the site and subject to appropriate funding 
being available.

17/09/2014WRN03800Public Sector Staff

17/09/2014WRN03900369. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the way 
the public sector recruitment moratorium is applied with regard to staff on maternity leave; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34152/14]

17/09/2014WRN04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Morato-
rium on Recruitment and Promotion in the Public Service as necessarily restricted the level of 
new recruitment and promotions in the Public Service in order to help reduce and control the 
Exchequer pay bill.  Persons on maternity leave from the Public Service are, in general, deemed 
to be employees while on maternity leave and as such in the normal course of events return to 
employment in the same job on the completion of maternity leave.

17/09/2014WRN04100Flood Prevention Measures

17/09/2014WRN04200370. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Cork city flood relief scheme, as recently announced, meets the insurance standard of 1:100 
years which is the minimum if insurance is to be viable in a risk area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34281/14]

17/09/2014WRN04300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
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mon Harris): Proposals to deal with the flooding issue in Cork City were placed on display 
in the City Hall on 29 July 2014 at an Information Day undertaken to inform the public of the 
emerging Scheme for the City.  Members of the Design Team were in attendance on the day 
to explain the proposals and to deal with queries from the public. Over two hundred people 
attended on the day. The public were invited to make submissions on the emerging proposals 
which will assist in completing the outline design of the Scheme.  Once the outline design is 
completed it will then be brought forward to formal public exhibition in the next few months. 
At this stage detailed drawings and plans will be available for a period of 4-6 weeks. 

The protection to be provided by the Scheme is the 1:200 year standard for tidal events and 
1:100 year for fluvial (river) events.  These are the current standards to which the Office of 
Public Works completes all of its flood relief schemes.

17/09/2014WRN04400Pension Provisions

17/09/2014WRN04500371. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on a matter regarding a reduction in the public sector pension liability (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34284/14]

17/09/2014WRN04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): An actuarial 
valuation was carried out earlier this year by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
to update the accrued liability in respect of Public Service occupational pensions.

The key result of the exercise is that the total accrued liability in respect of Public Service 
occupational pensions is now estimated at €98bn as at December 2012. This compares with 
the previous estimate of €116bn for 2009 which was arrived at by the Comptroller and Auditor 
General (C&AG). Therefore, over the three years from 2009 to 2012 the liability has fallen by 
€18bn or by 16%. The main reasons for the reduction were the pay and pension cuts since 2009 
and the freeze in pay and pension rates until after the Haddington Road Agreement.

This figure of €98bn represents the present value of all expected future superannuation pay-
ments to current staff and their spouses in respect of service to December 2012, plus the liability 
for all future payments to current and preserved pensioners and to their spouses.  The pension 
payments to discharge this liability will therefore be spread over the next 70 years or so.

A report on the actuarial exercise is contained on the Department of Public Expenditure web 
site at http://www.per.gov.ie/public-service-pensions-accrued-liability/  

17/09/2014WRN04700Public Sector Staff Sick Leave

17/09/2014WRN04800372. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cat-
egories of employees in the public sector that were not included in the recent changes to sick 
leave arrangements; the total number of public sector employees affected and not affected by 
the changes; the reason for excluding certain groups; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34660/14]

17/09/2014WRN04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The new sick 
leave arrangements apply to approximately 278,800 FTE in the public service.  This includes 
public servants in the education sector, the health sector, the local government sector, the civil 
service, An Garda Síochána, and the non-commercial semi-state bodies.   

The main category of public servant to which the new sick leave arrangements do not apply 
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are the Members of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF). There are factors which distinguish 
the PDF from the rest of the public service.  In particular the absence of an occupational injury 
scheme, the high risk environment in which the PDF operates and the low rates of absenteeism 
in that sector meant that the new scheme was not directly applied to them.  Notwithstanding 
this, access to paid sick leave in the PDF is being reduced. There are approximately 9,670 FTE 
in the PDF who are excluded from the new sick leave arrangements.  

There are other groups who are excluded from the Regulations on the basis that the defini-
tion of a public servant is very broad in the legislation that provides for the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform to regulate sick leave in the public service - the Public Service Man-
agement (Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004. 

Members of the Judiciary are excluded as there was no sick leave scheme applicable to the 
judiciary prior to the introduction of the new arrangements.  In any event, Article 35 of the Con-
stitution provides that the remuneration of judges must not be reduced except in the specific cir-
cumstances approved of in the 2011 Referendum on Judges’ Pay.  That referendum amendment 
allowed reductions under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act to be 
applied to the remuneration of the judiciary.  There are approximately 151 FTE in the judiciary.  

Staff of the Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) are excluded from the new arrangements as 
changes to their terms and conditions of employment require the consent of the European Cen-
tral Bank.  However, the CBI has agreed to reduce access to sick leave in line with the Regula-
tions on a voluntary basis.  There are approximately 1,384 FTE in the CBI.  

Members of the Houses of the Oireachtas, comprising TDs and Senators, are excluded 
from the new arrangements.  As elected representatives they have no sick leave scheme - they 
continue to hold their positions until such time as they resign or there is a general election re-
gardless of health, maternity etc.  There are approximately 226 Members of the Houses of the 
Oireachtas.

17/09/2014WRN05000Public Sector Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRN05100373. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of administrative officers recruited to the public service since March 2011 on an 
annual basis, with a breakdown of the Departments in which the AOs have been assigned. 
[34783/14]

17/09/2014WRN05200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Competitions 
to select candidates for appointment to posts as Administrative Officers in the Civil Service 
took place in 2012 and 2013.  In 2012 there were six specialist streams - Banking and Finance; 
Tax Policy; Law; Human Resources; Economics; and Accountancy.  In 2013 there were five 
streams with no recruitment to Accountancy from the 2013 competition. The following tables 
set out details of appointments from the 2012 and 2013 competitions.  No competition was held 
in 2011. 

The figures provided are for the Civil Service only as my Department does not track the 
number of graduate recruits in other areas of the public services.

2013 Administrative Officer Competition  To date a total of 56 assignments have been 
made from the 2013 competition, all of which were to Dublin based posts.
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Dept/Of-
fice

Banking 
andFinance

Tax Policy Law Human 
Resources

Economics Total

Finance 5 3 3 1  12
PER 2 1 2 4 10 19
Revenue  2  1  3
Ombuds-
man

  5 1  6

Health   1 3  4
PAS    1  1
Children 
& Youth 
Affairs

  2   2

Comm, 
Marine & 
NR

  3 1  4

Oireachtas 1 1 3   5
TOTAL 8 7 19 12 10 56
2012 Administrative Officer Competition

Dept/Of-
fice

Banking 
& Fi-
nance

Tax 
Policy

Law Human 
Resourc-
es

Econom-
ics

Accoun-
tancy

Total

Finance 17 6 6 3 12 5 49
PER   4 6 15 4 29
Taoise-
achs

    5    5

Agricul-
ture

    3    3

CENR    1 1    2
Revenue  1 4  1 4 10
AG’s   1      1
TOTAL    17 7 15 10 37 13 99

17/09/2014WRN05300Departmental Appointments

17/09/2014WRN05400374. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the total number of new appointments made in his Department since March 2011 to date in 
2014, with a breakdown of the number of staff appointed and the grade to which they were ap-
pointed during the period. [34786/14]

17/09/2014WRN05500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the following tables outline the total number of new appointments with 
a breakdown of grade, made in my Department, and those under my aegis, from July 2011 to 
date in 2014 as the Deputy will be aware that my Department was only formally established on 
6 July 2011.   

I would also like clarify that as part of the roll-out of our essential reform agenda, my De-
partment numbers now include staff in the Office of Government Procurement and the National 
Shared Services Office which includes PeoplePoint, Payroll Shared Services Offices and Finan-
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cial Management Shared Service. 

Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

New Appointments from March 2011 to date

Grade Number
Deputy Secretary 1
Assistant Secretary 2
Principal Officer 12
Assistant Principal 27
Administrative Officer / Higher Executive 
Officer

61

Executive Officer 11
Staff Officer 1
Clerical Officer / Temporary Clerical Of-
ficer

2

Total 117
National Shared Services Office (NSSO)

New Appointments from March 2011 to date

Grade Number
Assistant Secretary 1
Principal Officer 3
Assistant Principal 14
Administrative Officer / Higher Executive 
Officer

28

Executive Officer 58
Staff Officer 8
Clerical Officer / Temporary Clerical Of-
ficer

308

Total 420
Office of Government Procurement (OGP)

New Appointments from March 2011 to date

Grade Number
Assistant Secretary 1
Director 1
Principal Officer 11
Assistant Principal 21
Administrative Officer / Higher Executive 
Officer

18

Executive Officer 13
Staff Officer 2
Clerical Officer / Temporary Clerical Of-
ficer

23

Total 90
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Public Appointments Service

New Appointments from March 2011 to date

Grade Number
Chief Executive 1
Psychologist 1
Principal Officer 2
Assistant Principal 3
Administrative Officer / Higher Executive 
Officer

4

Executive Officer 3
Clerical Officer / Temporary Clerical Of-
ficer

7

Total 21
 

State Laboratory

New Appointments from March 2011 to date

Grade Number
State Chemist 1
Principal Chemist 2
Senior Chemist 3
Chemist 11 6
Chemist 111 4
Senior Laboratory Analysts 3
Higher Executive Officer 1
Temporary Laboratory Analysts 3
Temporary Clerical Officer 4
Total 27
 

Office of the Ombudsman

New Appointments from March 2011 to date

Grade Number
Director General 1
Principal Officer 3
Assistant Principal 10
Administrative Officer / Higher Executive 
Officer

8

Executive Officer 5
Clerical Officer 4
Total 31
Valuation Office
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New Appointments from March 2011 to date

Grade Number
Principal Officer 2
Assistant Principal 1
Temporary Student Valuer 8
Temporary Student Archivist 1
Total 12
 

Office of Public Works

New Appointments from March 2011 to date

Grade Number
District Inspectors 3
GO Band 2 (Country) 7
GO Band 3 (Country) 1
Engineering Technician Grade 2 3
Engineer Grade 2 1
Foreperson Grade 2 1
Procurement Managers (HEO equivalent) 6
Procurement Buyers (EO equivalent) 6
Park Superintendents 2
Craft Carpenter 1
Supervisor Guide 2
Service Manager 1
Guide 2
Storekeeper Clerk Grade 1 2
Total 38

17/09/2014WRN05600Departmental Appointments

17/09/2014WRN05700375. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the grades of public servants who are permitted to apply for the post of private secretary to a 
Minister. [34788/14]

17/09/2014WRN05800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Depart-
ment of the Public Service Circular 6/1984 - Private Secretaries and Confidential Clerical As-
sistants sets out instructions concerning private secretaries and confidential clerical assistants. 
The circular provides that the persons selected to act as Private Secretary should be drawn from 
the grades of Executive Officer, Higher Executive Officer or Administrative Officer. 

It is my understanding that most, if not all, officials appointed as Private Secretary to a Min-
ister are appointed by way of a lateral transfer of a serving civil servant within the Minister’s 
Department.  The Commissioners for Public Service Appointments (CPSA) do not consider the 
post of Private Secretary to be an appointment as described in the Public Service Management 
(Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004.  The CPSA plays no role in overseeing the appoint-
ments to the post of Private Secretary.
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Selection processes for such appointments are usually confined to staff in the Department 
where the appointment is to be made and run by the Human Resources Unit of that Department. 
Applications are sought from Higher Executive Officer, Administrative Officer, or Executive 
Officers who wish to be considered and a shortlist based on a CV or letter of application is 
drawn up.  In general, those who are shortlisted are interviewed by the Minister or Minister of 
State, as appropriate, and who may be supported in the interview process by the HR Unit.  The 
final decision on appointment will rest with the Minister or Minister of State.

17/09/2014WRN05900Research and Development Funding

17/09/2014WRN06000376. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the percentage of GDP spent on research and development during each of the past four years. 
[33707/14]

17/09/2014WRN06100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following 
table outlines the percentage of GDP spent on research and development during each of the past 
four years.

Year Percentage of GDP spent on R&D 
2010 1.62%
2011 1.53%
2012 1.58%
2013 1.65%

17/09/2014WRN06200Casual Trading Regulations

17/09/2014WRN06300377. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
application process for casual trading permits; if a person is awarded a licence, the length of 
time it is valid; if it has to be re-advertised annually; if the licences are open to competition; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33945/14]

17/09/2014WRN06400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The selling 
of goods in public places is governed by the Casual Trading Act, 1995.  Under this legislation 
the regulation of selling goods in public places is devolved to the 88 local authorities entitled 
to make bye laws under the Act.  Any person selling goods in a public place covered by local 
authority bye laws must be the holder of a casual trading licence issued by the local authority.  

Directive 2006/123/EC [“the Services Directive”] on services in the internal market was 
transposed into Irish law by way of S. I. No. 533 of 2010, European Communities (Provision 
of Services) Regulations 2010 and S. I. No. 555, European Communities (Court Orders for 
the Protection of Consumer Interests) Regulations, 2010.  The Directive is not concerned spe-
cifically with casual trading but with the provision of services in general.  The service in this 
context is the regulation of casual trading by local authorities which results in the provision of 
casual trading licences to traders to sell goods in public places.   

On the 17 December 2009 my Department issued a detailed Notice to all 88 local authorities 
entitled to make bye laws under the Casual Trading Act, 1995 outlining the obligations arising 
for them under the Services Directive.  This Notice was drawn up in my Department follow-
ing consultations with the Office of the Attorney General.  Arising from this Notice a number 
of issues emerged in respect of the local authorities’ obligations under the Services Directive, 
including the validity period for licences and aspects surrounding the application process.  My 
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Department is engaging with the Office of the Attorney General in an attempt to resolve these 
issues.  When these issues have been clarified, my Department will write to all 88 local authori-
ties informing them of the position.  

17/09/2014WRN06500Trade Agreements

17/09/2014WRN06600378. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the negotiations between Canada and the EU on a 
comprehensive economic and trade agreement are almost complete; his views on including 
investor-state dispute settlement, ISDS, provisions in the agreement and that the EU’s sustain-
ability impact assessment on CETA recommended against including an investor-state dispute 
mechanism; and if he will raise concerns and objections about the inclusion of any ISDS provi-
sions in the CETA at EU level. [34179/14]

17/09/2014WRN06700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Political 
agreement on the key elements of a Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) 
between the EU and Canada was announced in October last year, and it is expected that the con-
clusion of negotiations will be announced at the EU-Canada Summit on 26 September, 2014.

The Agreement will cover virtually every aspect of economic activity, and is an extremely 
important one for Ireland.  It is the first comprehensive trade agreement with an historically 
close trade and economic partner of the EU and is a landmark deal between our two transatlan-
tic economies.  It is estimated that the opportunities presented by this agreement could add well 
over €200 million to Ireland’s current €2.7 billion bilateral trade with Canada, thus creating 
more jobs and contributing to our economic recovery. 

The Agreement is intended to cover flows of both trade and investment.  So in addition to 
providing protection to investors, the Agreement also seeks to address the modalities for ad-
dressing any disputes which might arise.  Such Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) provi-
sions will be part of any final Agreement.  The EU’s Sustainability Impact Assessment made a 
number of policy recommendations on the matters of investment, investment protection, and 
ISDS.  The EU Council agreed that ISDS would be included in the negotiations on the Agree-
ment.  A document published by the EU Commission on its website explains the safeguards in 
place in the ISDS provisions.  This document can be found at:

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/november/tradoc_151918.pdf  

17/09/2014WRN06800Trade Agreements

17/09/2014WRN06900379. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the EU, 
Colombia, Peru free trade agreement requires ratification by all member state parliaments be-
fore it is transposed into law; if so, when it will be brought before the Dáil for final ratification 
into Irish law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34348/14]

17/09/2014WRN07000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Free 
Trade Agreement between the European Union and its Member States and the Republic of 
Colombia and the Republic of Peru, is an Agreement within the meaning of Article 29.5.2° of 
the Constitution.  Ratification by Ireland is therefore subject to prior approval of Dáil Éireann.  
It is my intention to seek the necessary approval of Dáil Éireann before the end of 2014.  The 
organisation of Dáil business is a matter for the whips.
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According to the EU Council website - http://www.consilium.europa.eu/policies/agree-
ments/ - 17 member states have notified the completion of national ratification procedures.  
Once all member states have notified the completion of national ratification procedures, the 
Agreement will be formally concluded.   

It is relevant to note that the Agreement provides under Article 330 for provisional applica-
tion, and it has been provisionally applied since 1 March 2013 in the case of Peru and since 1 
August 2013 in the case of Colombia. 

17/09/2014WRN07100IDA Jobs Data

17/09/2014WRN07200380. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will outline in tabular form, by county, the number of industrial development agency created 
jobs and the number of IDA Ireland led visits by investors from 1 January to 30 June 2014; the 
number of IDA Ireland created jobs currently in each county; the initiatives he is taking to ad-
dress the jobless situation in County Kerry regarding providing sustainable full-time jobs for 
the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32907/14]

17/09/2014WRN07300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of the 
total number of IDA Ireland jobs by county along with the number of jobs created for 2013 and 
the number of site visits from 1 January to the end of June 2014 are outlined in the following 
tabular statement.  Job figures for 2014 will not be available until early next year.

There are many complex factors influencing investor location decision-making such as the 
increasing preference of investors globally for cities of scale with 1 million plus population, 
significant challenges from lower cost locations in the UK and Eastern Europe and attractive 
regional aid.

At the end of 2013 there were 12 IDA Ireland supported companies in Kerry employing 
1,638 people.  IDA Ireland has strong relationships with all these companies and works closely 
with them to ensure their long term sustainability and to encourage their growth, development 
and continuing re-investment in their sites.  The primary opportunity for regional locations is 
in respect of the existing client base and potential further investment opportunities from same.  
Approximately 70% of all FDI investments won by IDA Ireland is from the existing client base.  
IDA Ireland works closely with third level educational institutions in the region so that the skill-
sets necessary to attract high value added employment to the Region are being developed.

When marketing Kerry for new inward investment IDA Ireland particularly focuses on the 
ICT (incl. software), International Financial Services and Globally Traded Business sectors. 

The Action Plan for Jobs 2014 includes a commitment to develop a framework for a Re-
gional Enterprise Strategy to better integrate the efforts of the enterprise development agencies 
and other regional stakeholders in supporting enterprises.  My intention is that the framework 
will be developed on a pilot basis initially, focusing on the Midlands region, and involving the 
agencies under the remit of my own Department – Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland and the Local 
Enterprise Offices.  The objective is to enhance synergies between the agencies and their client 
companies and build on the competitive strengths of the region to maximise the potential for 
job creation.  The role which other public bodies in the region can play in working towards this 
objective will also be examined as the project develops.  The aim is that this framework will 
serve as a model for other regions of the country.

IDA Ireland has assured me that it will continue to promote Kerry as part of its marketing 
efforts, in response to specific client queries and also on an opportunistic basis for the purpose 
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of winning FDI projects for the county.  We must also remember that it is the investor in all 
cases who decides where to invest and an investment win for Ireland regardless of the location 
has to be seen as a plus for the country as a whole.

Table shows employment data by County during 2013 and the number of site visits for 
from 1 January to 30 June 2014

County Site Visits 2014 to 
end June 

Total No of Jobs by 
County 2013

No of Jobs created 
by County  2013

Carlow 0 735 91
Cavan 1 1,135 15
Clare 9 1,340 15
Cork 26 27,354 2,143
Donegal 3 2,381 177
Dublin 144 66,323 6,862
Galway 13 13,615 1,098
Kerry 1 1,638 101
Kildare 1 10,172 276
Kilkenny 6 617 80
Laois 0 84 0
Leitrim 1 688 31
Limerick 15 7,284 560
Longford 0 701 25
Louth 5 2,299 595
Mayo 1 3,728 242
Meath 2 1,077 137
Monaghan 0 365 29
Offaly 0 896 21
Roscommon 1 906 28
Sligo 8 2,090 184
Tipperary 0 3,367 201
Waterford 5 5,075 172
Westmeath 4 2,225 132
Wexford 0 2,437 149
Wicklow 4 2,443 72
Shannon Transfers 5,072 185

17/09/2014WRO00200IDA Jobs Data

17/09/2014WRO00300381. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of site visits conducted by IDA Ireland that took place during 2013 and the first six months 
of 2014 in Waterford city and county. [32995/14]

17/09/2014WRO00400382. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of IDA Ireland created jobs that exist in Waterford city and county currently; and the num-
ber that existed ten years ago. [32996/14]

17/09/2014WRO00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
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take Questions Nos. 381 and 382 together.

I am informed by IDA Ireland that during 2013 there were 14 IDA Ireland sponsored site 
visits by potential investors to County Waterford with an additional 5 visits up until the end of 
June 2014.  These site visits were from new companies visiting the location for the first time 
and from senior executives of existing companies. 

There are many complex factors influencing investor location decision-making such as the 
increasing preference of investors globally for cities of scale with 1 million plus population, 
significant challenges from lower cost locations in the UK and Eastern Europe and attractive 
regional aid.

The Forfás Annual Employment Survey reports on the number of jobs gained and lost in the 
enterprise development agencies.  The survey is conducted on an annual basis and aggregated 
at county level.  Details of the total number of jobs in Waterford City and County currently and 
in 2004 are set out in the following tabular statement.

Table shows employment data in Waterford City and County in 2004 and 2014

Year No. of Companies Total no. of Jobs No. of Jobs Created
2004 33 7,380 613
2014 28 5,075 172

17/09/2014WRO00600Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRO00700383. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 
2013 to 31 December 2013, and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of 
staff expected to leave in 2014, and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff 
expected to leave in 2015, and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
leave in 2016, and the annual savings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33207/14]

17/09/2014WRO00800384. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected 
annual costs arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33224/14]

17/09/2014WRO00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 383 and 384 together.

Staffing numbers for my Department are managed having regard to the Employment Con-
trol Framework (ECF), which is the mechanism for the management of the reduction of overall 
public sector staff numbers, administered by the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form.  The ECF sets reducing annual targets for Departments – and other Public Sector Bodies 
– to meet, and Business Units of my Department are organised accordingly.

For the period July to December 2013 there were seven staff departures and one staff mem-
ber assigned to my Department, which taken together represent an associated estimated annual 
cost saving of €300,000.  In 2014 to date, and estimated to year end, there will be 51 departures 
and 55 staff assigned, which when taken together show an associated estimated annual cost of 



Questions - Written Answers

328

€200,000. Of the 55 new assignees, 48 come from the dissolution of Forfás and the integration 
of its policy and related functions into my Department.  In addition, there are also staff on career 
breaks and changes from full-time to part-time work patterns which are reflected in the overall 
staffing figures of any Department.

In calculating the above figures, the number of departures from the employ of my Depart-
ment includes those who have transferred/redeployed, retired or resigned.

It is not possible to estimate staffing departures or new assignments for 2015 and 2016 at 
this time, with the exception of advising there are estimated to be 13 age-related retirements in 
2015 (estimated annual cost saving €650,000) and 7 age-related retirements in 2016 (estimated 
annual cost saving €350,000).  Staffing provision of the Department for 2015 and 2016 is yet 
to be determined but will be influenced by various factors, including business need, available 
finances and Government policy on public sector recruitment generally.

17/09/2014WRO01000Trade Data

17/09/2014WRO01100385. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the total 
value of Ireland’s imports and exports with Russia in each year from 2008 to 2013; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33306/14]

17/09/2014WRO01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The value of 
merchandise exports from Ireland to Russia increased by 85% between 2008 and 2013, with 
2013 exports reaching €637 million.

In the same period the value of merchandise imports from Russia to Ireland increased by 
10% to €148 million in 2013.

Russia accounted for 0.7% of Ireland’s total merchandise exports in 2013.

Russia ranked as Ireland’s 19 largest goods market in terms of exports and 33 in terms of 
goods imports in 2013.

The following tables show the value of Ireland’s merchandise trade with Russia in the years 
2008-2013 and the value of Ireland’s services trade with Russia in the years 2008-2012.  Ser-
vices trade data for 2013 will not be available until later this month.

Merchandise Trade

Year Exports (€m) Imports (€m)
2008 344 134
2009 243 81
2010 377 160
2011 506 122
2012 603 102
2013 637 148
Services Trade*

Year Exports (€m) Imports (€m)
2008 1,244 254
2009 983 135
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2010 1,248 196
2011 -1,563 175
2012 -332 259
* Occasionally, the merchanting component of service exports may have a negative sign as 

data is compiled on a net profit or loss basis rather than actual sales.

17/09/2014WRO01300Legislative Programme

17/09/2014WRO01400386. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
the Low Pay Commission will be established; the terms of reference that will apply; when its 
first report will be issued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33501/14]

17/09/2014WRO01500Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Ger-
ald Nash): There is a commitment in the Statement of Government Priorities 2014/2016 to 
establish a Low Pay Commission (LPC) on a statutory basis as an independent body to make 
annual recommendations to the Government about the appropriate level of the minimum wage 
and related matters.  The Minister for Business and Employment is currently developing pro-
posals to implement that commitment.

Issues being developed to this end include,

- the detailed role and mandate of the LPC

- its size and composition

- resourcing requirements and

- legislative changes to National Minimum Wage Act 2000.

In addition to establishing the LPC on a statutory basis and progressing the legislative pro-
cess, consideration is being given to establishing the LPC on an interim administrative basis to 
ensure that the Commission is in a position to carry out its functions as early as possible.

17/09/2014WRO01600Waste Disposal

17/09/2014WRO01700387. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views on wage developments within the waste sector; when the review by his Department of 
the waste sector will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33502/14]

17/09/2014WRO01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand 
that there are approximately 100 registered domestic waste collection companies operating in 
Ireland and they employ 8,000 workers directly. The indirect labour figure (agency/contract) is 
less clear.  Given the number of companies competing for business, the cost of service delivery 
is a deciding factor in winning customers and the industry is characterised by diversity in wage 
rates and energetic competition on labour rates between companies as part of the effort to com-
pete on cost to the customer.  In these circumstances, it is my understanding that many of the 
companies pay workers at or slightly above the National Minimum Wage.

Mindful that the need for proper compliance with legislation is in the workers and the wider 
public interest, I sought and received initial reports from the relevant Agencies under the ae-
gis of my Department (The Health and Safety Authority, NERA, National Consumer Agency, 
Competition Authority, LRC) on the operation of the wider waste collection sector. These re-



Questions - Written Answers

330

ports have been furnished and, when final reports are received, I intend to report to Government 
on the matter.

In this context, issues arising in relation to disputes around pay rates in the sector will also 
be considered.

17/09/2014WRO01900Departmental Agencies

17/09/2014WRO02000388. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the cur-
rent industry specific investigations that are under way by the National Consumer Agency; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33503/14]

17/09/2014WRO02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Section 7(3) 
of the Consumer Protection Act 2007 provides that the National Consumer Agency shall be in-
dependent in the performance of its functions.  The issue raised by the Deputy relates to the day 
to day functions of the National Consumer Agency in which I, as Minister for Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation, have no direct function. 

17/09/2014WRO02200Consumer Protection

17/09/2014WRO02300389. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the le-
gal requirements a retailer must comply with in describing an item as being on sale at a reduced 
price in terms of the length of time it must have been selling at the stated higher price; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33504/14]

17/09/2014WRO02400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The legal re-
quirements with which retailers must comply with when offering an item for sale at a reduced 
price are set out in the Consumer Protection Act 2007.  The Act prohibits traders from mislead-
ing consumers, by act or omission, about the price of goods or services, the manner in which 
a price is calculated, or the existence and nature of a specific price advantage.  Section 43(6) 
provides that, where a commercial practice involves a representation or creates an impression 
(whether in advertising, marketing or otherwise) that a product was previously offered at a dif-
ferent price or a particular price, consideration shall be given to whether the product was previ-
ously offered openly and in good faith at that price for a reasonable period of time before the 
representation was made.    

The Guidelines on Price Promotions and Related Matters published by the National Con-
sumer Agency in 2009 state that, while what constitutes a ‘reasonable period of time’ will de-
pend on the circumstances, a period of 28 successive days in the previous three months would 
generally be considered reasonable.  Exceptions to this 28 day guideline would apply in the 
cases, first, of perishable products with a short shelf life and, secondly, of seasonal products 
which should be on sale for at least 14 days in the previous three month period. 

17/09/2014WRO02500Departmental Agencies Expenditure

17/09/2014WRO02600390. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
costs that will be incurred in the establishment of the Competition and Consumer Protection 
Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33505/14]

17/09/2014WRO02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Competi-
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tion and Consumer Protection Commission will be established on 31 October 2014 through the 
amalgamation of the Competition Authority and the National Consumer Agency. 

Savings of approximately €1,700,000 over the next ten years will be achieved as there will 
be no fees for a Board or Chairperson to be paid (or associated costs such as travel and sub-
sistence for Board members) while some other savings should be realised in relation to public 
relations and audit activities.

Necessary preparations leading up to the establishment of the Commission have been un-
derway since 2013 and these have intensified this year.  The establishment costs incurred to 
date, or known to be due, are approximately €187,632.  The costs paid to date have been ab-
sorbed by both the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority within current 
budget allocations.

The Competition and Consumer Protection Commission will be bi-located on establishment 
in the current premises of the bodies that are being amalgamated. Once a suitable premises is 
identified for the Commission, there will be unavoidable once-off set-up costs for moving, fit-
out, etc. These costs will depend upon the premises that is selected by the OPW, the final layout 
plans and any connected contractual arrangements for fit out, furniture, etc.  These once-off 
relocation set-up costs would have been incurred irrespective of the establishment of the Com-
mission, as a decision not to renew the leases in both organisations’ current locations was taken 
by the OPW independently of the amalgamation. 

17/09/2014WRO02800Company Closures

17/09/2014WRO02900391. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps being taken to source an alternative employer for the MBNA staff in Carrick-on-Shannon 
who are due to lose their jobs before Christmas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33543/14]

17/09/2014WRO03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A series of ac-
tions has and continue to be implemented by local and national agencies to source an alternative 
employer and find alternative employment for those impacted by the MBNA announcement. 

An inter-agency group, led by Enterprise Ireland, has been formed and its membership in-
cludes representatives of all the relevant State players.  This Group will provide a coordinated 
approach to the needs of the affected staff and ensure that all necessary steps are put in train to 
pursue an alternative investor. 

A series of additional developments have also taken place:

- Details of the staff skills and the capabilities of the facility have been collated, 

- IDA, along with MBNA/Bank of America has produced a marketing pack for potential 
investors.

- The global IDA team continues to market the MBNA facility to a range of potential inves-
tors through its network.

- Enterprise Ireland is marketing the facility to its client base.

- There have been a small number of preliminary enquiries about the facility, both from 
foreign owned and Irish owned businesses but it is too early in the process to be specific about 
their potential.
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The work of the inter-agency group will continue and IDA and Enterprise Ireland will work 
to market the MBNA facility to a range of potential investors and to respond to requests for 
information from potential interested parties.

17/09/2014WRO03100IDA Supports

17/09/2014WRO03200392. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the industrial development agency has been in discussion with the management of a company 
(details supplied) following the purchase of the Covidien plants in Athlone and Tullamore; the 
implications of this sale for employment on the three sites at Athlone, Tullamore and Galway; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33544/14]

17/09/2014WRO03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The proposed 
takeover of Covidien by Medtronic was announced earlier this year but is subject to certain 
conditions such as shareholder approval and regulatory clearances around the world.  The trans-
action is expected to be concluded by the end of 2014 or early 2015.

The acquisition will see the businesses of Medtronic and Covidien combine under a new 
entity entitled Medtronic plc, which will have its principal executive offices in Ireland, where 
Covidien’s current headquarters are located, with its Operations Centre located in Minneapolis, 
USA.  The combined entity will have about 3,600 employees in Ireland.  The company envis-
ages that combining Medtronic and Covidien’s highly complementary product portfolios will 
allow Medtronic plc to address device needs in virtually every major device segment thus en-
abling Medtronic plc to provide more patients with a wider range of products and therapies in 
a greater number of locations worldwide. 

Over 2,000 people are currently employed by Medtronic in Ireland, mostly at the company’s 
Galway facility, which has a Centre of Excellence for the development and manufacture of a 
number of the company’s key medical technologies for the treatment of cardiovascular and 
cardiac rhythm diseases.  It also has a small sales operation in Dublin.  Covidien has significant 
operations in Galway, Athlone Tullamore and Dublin, employing about 1,500.  

IDA Ireland has ongoing close relationships with Medtronic and Covidien, both in Ireland 
and the US.  That Agency will continue to engage with all parties to endeavour to influence a 
positive outcome for Ireland Inc., as the structure of the merger develops and strategic decisions 
are made. 

17/09/2014WRO03400Exports Controls

17/09/2014WRO03500393. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of export licences of military goods for Israel that his Department approved; the type of 
military goods that have been exported; and if, in view of Israel’s recent military attacks on 
Gaza which killed over 2,200 people, the vast majority civilians, and the accusations that it 
committed war crimes, his Department now refuse to approve export licences of military goods 
for Israel. [33773/14]

17/09/2014WRO03600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment is responsible for controls on the export of military items from Ireland. Under Irish law, 
military export licences have to be sought in respect of the goods and technology, and any com-
ponents thereof, listed in the Annexe to the Control of Exports (Goods and Technology) Order, 
SI.216 of 2012 which reflects the EU Common Military List. 
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The EU Common Military List includes military goods and technology, and components 
for such items that should be licensed for export from the Union. Items which are classified 
as “military goods” from an export control perspective and which are exported from Ireland 
involve components rather than military equipment.

The Department consults with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in respect of 
all military export licence applications.  All military licence applications are subject to rigor-
ous scrutiny, and are considered in the light of the spirit and objectives of the 1998 EU Code 
of Conduct on Arms Exports.  This Code, which was subsequently adopted in 2008 as an EU 
Common Position, seeks to safeguard, among other concerns, regional stability and human 
rights. All applications for export licenses are very carefully assessed having regard to the end 
use and the end user and against well-established criteria.  

Eleven licences for the export of Military List items to Israel have been issued from 2011 to 
date. Details are provided as follows:

2011

Three licences for the export of Military List products to Israel were issued in 2011, to 
the total value of €6.138 million. Two licences were issued for Military List (ML) “category 
6” items while one was issued for ML “category 22” items.  The ML “category 6 “refers to 
“Ground Vehicles and Components”, while ML “category 22” refers to “Technology”. “Tech-
nology” is that which is “required for the development, production or use of items or compo-
nents specified in the EU Common Military List”.

2012

One licence for the export of Military List products to Israel was issued in 2012.  The value 
of the licence was €39,525 and it was issued for ML “category 6” items, i.e. “Ground Vehicles 
and Components”.

2013

Five licences for the export of Military List products to Israel were issued in 2013, to the 
total value of €119,971.  Two licences were issued for ML  “category 6” items while three were 
issued for ML “category 10” items.  The ML “category 10” refers to “Aircraft, lighter-than-air 
vehicles, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles “UAVs”), aero-engines and aircraft equipment, related 
equipment, and components”.

2014

Two licences for the export of Military List products to Israel were issued during the first 
quarter of 2014, to the total value of €126,637.  Both licences were issued for ML “category 6” 
items.  No licences for the export of Military List products to Israel have been granted since the 
end of the first quarter of 2014.

The figures provided above represent the maximum value which can be exported under the 
above export licences and not the value of the goods and technology actually exported under 
those licences. It is important to recall that items which were classified as “military goods” from 
an export control perspective and which were exported from Ireland involved components for 
inclusion in, rather than finished military equipment. These components were generally ex-
ported to manufacturers in Israel before being sent to the final end-user in Israel.

17/09/2014WRO03700Exports Controls
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17/09/2014WRO03800394. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of dual-use licences and military-use licences issued for trade with Israel in the years 
2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; if he will provide descriptions of the products that were 
licensed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33781/14]

17/09/2014WRO03900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment is responsible for controls on the export of military items from Ireland. Under Irish law, 
military export licences have to be sought in respect of the goods and technology, and any com-
ponents thereof, listed in the Annexe to the Control of Exports (Goods and Technology) Order, 
SI.216 of 2012 which reflects the EU Common Military List.     

The EU Common Military List includes military goods and technology, and components 
for such items that should be licensed for export from the Union. Items which are classified 
as “military goods” from an export control perspective and which are exported from Ireland 
involve components rather than military equipment.

Eleven licences for the export of Military List items to Israel have been issued from 2011 to 
date. Details are provided as follows:

2011

Three licences for the export of Military List products to Israel were issued in 2011, to 
the total value of €6.138 million. Two licences were issued for Military List (ML) “category 
6” items while one was issued for ML “category 22” items.  The ML “category 6 “refers to 
“Ground Vehicles and Components”, while ML “category 22” refers to “Technology”. “Tech-
nology” is that which is “required for the development, production or use of items or compo-
nents specified in the EU Common Military List”.

2012

One licence for the export of Military List products to Israel was issued in 2012.  The value 
of the licence was €39,525 and it was issued for ML “category 6” items, i.e. “Ground Vehicles 
and Components”.

2013

Five licences for the export of Military List products to Israel were issued in 2013, to the 
total value of €119,971.  Two licences were issued for ML “category 6” items while three were 
issued for ML “category 10” items.  The ML “category 10” refers to “Aircraft, lighter-than-air 
vehicles, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles “UAVs”), aero-engines and aircraft equipment, related 
equipment, and components”.

2014

Two licences for the export of Military List products to Israel were issued during the first 
quarter of 2014, to the total value of €126,637.  Both licences were issued for ML “category 6” 
items.  No licences for the export of Military List products to Israel have been granted since the 
end of the first quarter of 2014.

It is important to recall that items which were classified as “military goods” from an export 
control perspective and which were exported from Ireland involved components for inclusion 
in, rather than finished military equipment. These components were generally exported to man-
ufacturers in Israel before being sent to the final end-user in Israel.    

My Department is also responsible for licensing those dual-use items controlled pursuant 



17 September 2014

335

to Council Regulation (EC) No. 428/2009 setting up a Community regime for the control of 
exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual-use items.  Summary data on dual-use licences 
issued from 2011 to date in respect of exports to Israel is provided below. 

Individual dual-use licences issued in respect of exports to Israel

Year Dual-Use Cat-
egory

Number of Li-
cences Issued

Value of Licenc-
es €0 - €100,000

Value of Li-
cencesAbove 
€100,000

2014 (to date) 3 2 X
5 10 X

Total number of 
licences issued

12

2013 2 2 X 
5 12 X 
7 6 X 

Total issued 20

2012 2 1 X
4 1 X 
5 18 X 

Total issued 20

2011 2 2 X 
3 1 X
5 9 X 

Total issued 12
The dual-use categories correspond to the product category classifications as set out in An-

nex I to the Dual-Use Regulation (Council Regulation (EC) No. 428/2009, as amended):

Category 2: Materials Processing 

Category 3: Electronics 

Category 4: Computers 

Category 5: Telecommunications and “information security” 

Category 7: Navigation and avionics

Israel is also included as a destination on a proportion of the small number of global dual-
use licences issued by my Department each year. These licences are issued subject to a number 
of strict conditions, such as a prohibition on their use for exports to military, police or State 
security forces end users. An application for an individual dual-use licence must be made for 
such exports.

While the term “dual-use” refers to those items that are normally used for civilian or com-
mercial purposes but may also have a military application, the vast majority of dual-use li-
cences issued by my Department are for commercial purposes.

My Department consults with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in respect of all 
military and dual-use export licence applications in respect of Israel. All applications for export 
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licenses are very carefully assessed having regard to the end use and the end user and against 
well-established criteria. Applications for the export of Military List items are considered in the 
light of the spirit and objectives of the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Exports which seeks to 
safeguard, among other concerns, regional stability and human rights.

Finally, it is important to note that the figures provided above represent the maximum value 
which can be exported under the above export licences and not the value of the goods and tech-
nology actually exported under those licences.

17/09/2014WRO04000Industrial Disputes

17/09/2014WRO04100395. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
give a report on the lockout of workers by Greyhound recycling; the steps that are being taken 
to resolve the dispute; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33832/14]

17/09/2014WRO04200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The industrial 
dispute at Greyhound Household has been ongoing since 17 June 2014. This dispute centres 
around the terms and conditions of certain employees of the company linked to cost reduction 
proposals. 

The dispute has been the subject of conciliation efforts in the Labour Relations Commis-
sion, where agreement was not reached, and a subsequent Labour Court recommendation. In its 
recommendation, the Court found that the Company’s current cost base is not sustainable and 
that it required immediate remedial action in order to both protect employment and secure its 
customer base.  Agreement on that remedial action was not possible and the dispute escalated.

On 9 September both sides agreed to take part in renewed talks and a High Court hearing 
into alleged breaches of Court Orders has been adjourned for one week.

While exploratory talks between the parties took place last week under the auspices of the 
Labour Relations Commission, my understanding is that currently the talks are being conducted 
directly between the parties. However, the services of the State’s industrial relations machinery 
are available to assist the parties in the dispute.

It is important to bear in mind that Ireland’s system of industrial relations is voluntary in 
nature and responsibility for the resolution of industrial relations issues lies ultimately with em-
ployers and workers and their respective representatives as appropriate. Over the years, experi-
ence constantly shows us that what often appears to be the most intractable of matters is capable 
of resolution where both sides engage constructively and in good faith in this voluntary process.

17/09/2014WRO04300County and City Enterprise Boards

17/09/2014WRO04400396. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of applications for grant assistance that were received by the Limerick County En-
terprise Board in each month of 2012 and 2013; the number received from the Limerick county 
area in each month since the amalgamation of the city and county enterprise boards under the 
new Limerick LEO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33850/14]

17/09/2014WRO04500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The number of 
grant applications received by both Limerick City and County Enterprise Board for each month 
in 2012, 2013 and from January to March 2014 are shown in the following table. Since the 
establishment of the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) in April LEO Limerick no longer keeps 
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separate records for the City and County areas, as it is now dealing with Limerick as a whole.  

- 2012 2012 2013 2013 2014 2014 2014
CEB Limerick 

City
Limerick 
County

Limerick 
City

Limerick 
County

Limerick 
City

Limerick 
County

LEO 
Limerick

Jan 5 5 3 9 3 10 N/A
Feb 5 2 3 8 1 3 N/A
Mar 1 2 0 0 3 11 N/A
Apr 2 2 0 3 N/A N/A 0
May 4 3 6 1 N/A N/A 3
June 1 4 5 0 N/A N/A 5
July 0 1 0 9 N/A N/A 2
Aug 0 4 3 10 N/A N/A 1
Sept 3 1 1 3 N/A N/A 7
Oct 0 0 3 2
Nov 0 3 0 3
Dec 0 0 0 0
In addition, the LEO Limerick received 38 applications under the Ireland’s Best Young En-

trepreneur (IBYE) competition, under which applicants are competing for investments of up to 
€50,000 at County level and up to €100,000 for the overall national winner.

17/09/2014WRO04600Local Enterprise Offices Remit

17/09/2014WRO04700397. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will support a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on it. [33986/14]

17/09/2014WRO04800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Support for 
job creation and retention for the micro-enterprise sector is provided by the Local Enterprise 
Offices (LEOs). The LEOs are the first-stop-shop front line service assisting in delivering busi-
ness growth and jobs. They pull together all the players – other Government Departments and 
Agencies - to support everyone with a good business idea and strengthen the enterprise sector 
in the local area. The LEOs are the first port of call in terms of advice, direction, training and, 
in certain circumstances, grant support for anyone who wishes to start or expand a business.

In particular, the LEO can advise him about the Department of Social Protection JobsPlus 
Scheme, which is an incentive aimed at encouraging and rewarding employers who offer em-
ployment opportunities to the long term unemployed. Grants of €7,500 and €10,000 are avail-
able to qualifying employers to offset wage costs where they engage jobseekers from the Live 
Register.

The LEOs themselves provide a range of financial and non-financial supports to help en-
terprises at start-up or during business expansion phases. It should be noted that the LEOs 
themselves generally only grant assist enterprises in the manufacturing or internationally traded 
services sector, which over time can develop into strong export entities and graduate to the 
Enterprise Ireland portfolio. However, there are other potential supports available and the LEO 
staff can advise you appropriately.  

For example, any business can use the LEOs as a gateway to accessing finance from Micro 
Finance Ireland (MFI), which offers support in the form of loans of up to €25,000 to start-up, 
newly established or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 people with viable busi-



Questions - Written Answers

338

ness propositions that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by the banks. The Fund 
available to MFI has a significant entrepreneurship focus and is open to anyone with a viable 
business proposal. Applications for the Microfinance Fund should be channelled through the 
local LEO.

For an enterprise located in the Dublin 9 area, the LEO Dublin City would be the relevant 
Office, contact details for which are as follows: Local Enterprise Office Dublin City, Block 4, 
Floor 1, Civic Offices, Wood Quay, Dublin 8, tel: 01-222 5611/2, email: info@leo.dublincity.
ie, website: www.localenterprise.ie/dublincity.

The businessman concerned can also access the new online search tool for SME business 
supports that was launched last May. The Supporting SMEs Online Tool is a cross-govern-
mental initiative to help Irish start-ups and small businesses navigate the range of Government 
business supports for which they could be eligible. 

By answering the 8 questions in the Tool, a small business will, in one location be able to:

- Find out which of the over 80 Government business supports from 27 different Govern-
ment Departments, Agencies and Initiatives are available to them

- obtain information on the range of Government supports for accessing credit

- identify their nearest Local Enterprise Office where they can discuss the outcomes of 
the guide further

- download all these filtered results into a document for their further use.

The Supporting SMEs Online Tool is available at: www.localenterprise.ie/smeonlinetool.

17/09/2014WRO04900Departmental Functions

17/09/2014WRO05000398. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service his Department is a 
party to; if he will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrangement; 
the duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these administra-
tive arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34006/14]

17/09/2014WRO05100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand 
that the Deputy is seeking confirmation relating to services which are provided to my Depart-
ment in the absence of a tendering process.  Having regard to the example provided by the 
Deputy, my Department does not have in place any administrative arrangements, of this nature, 
as opposed to contracts for service.  

It should be noted that my Department does avail of certain centralised services within the 
Government system such as property management services from the Office of Public Works 
and legal services from the Chief State Solicitors Office.  My Department also receives certain 
Pensions administration services from one of its own non-commercial State Agencies (Enter-
prise Ireland), at no cost to my Department.  

My Department will also participate fully in centrally provided HR, Payroll, Pension and 
Financial shared services, as these become available.

17/09/2014WRO05200IDA Supports
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17/09/2014WRO05300399. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the posi-
tion regarding a company (details supplied) in County Louth; if he will provide in tabular form 
the aids or supports given to this company by the industrial development agency or Enterprise 
Ireland over the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34125/14]

17/09/2014WRO05400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The recent 
public announcement by Rexxam Electronics, based in Drogheda, that it had made the decision 
to close later this year with the loss of all 67 jobs, is very much regretted and I sympathise with 
the  employees affected, who have given loyal service to the company.  

This Japanese-owned company is a manufacturer of printed circuit boards (PCBs) and 90% 
of its business was from one customer, another Japanese company. Following a cost-cutting ex-
ercise by that customer, Rexxam lost its contract to a competitor in Asia.  It is a hard economic 
reality that, over recent decades, the production of PCBs has been shifting from Europe to Asia 
for cost reasons.  

Over the years, IDA Ireland has maintains a strong relationship with the Irish and Japanese 
management team and has assisted with support for Green Cards and the Intra-Company Trans-
fer process. The IDA have been very conscious of the challenges facing the company and over 
recent years it has worked with them,  both at local management level and with its parent com-
pany in Japan, to seek to effect change in its Irish operations.  Various proposals were developed 
by the IDA to explore restructuring and to pursue a range of business opportunities to diversify 
operations in Drogheda but the company decided they were not in a position to proceed with 
these possible initiatives. 

Over recent months Minister of State Nash has been engaged with the company in relation 
to the threatened closure and has arranged for the IDA to maintain close communication with 
Rexxam to profile the company from a perspective of marketing the business as a going concern 
or an investment opportunity, both overseas and within Ireland.  He has also asked Enterprise 
Ireland to pursue whether or not the plant might be of interest to any of that Agency’s client 
companies. 

In the past 5 years Rexxam received one payment of €136,500 through IDA Ireland, under 
the Employment Subsidy Scheme, and this was made in 2009. 

On the wider issue of job creation in Louth, we are very pleased with the level of Foreign 
Direct Investment secured by IDA Ireland there in recent years.  The companies involved in-
clude Pay Pal, eBay, National Pen, Becton Dickinson, YapStone and Prometric.  Very signifi-
cant numbers of jobs have been created in the county as a result, over the last three years. Work 
is ongoing to build on this success.

17/09/2014WRO05500Employment Rights

17/09/2014WRO05600400. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the break entitlements for outdoor workers working eight hour shifts and ten hour shifts; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34180/14]

17/09/2014WRO05700Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Ger-
ald Nash): The Organisation of Working time Act, 1997 sets out rights of employees in respect 
of minimum rest times and breaks during the working day.

In general employees are entitled to a minimum of:
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- 11 consecutive hours rest in a 24 hour period called the daily rest period

- One period of 24 hours rest in a week preceded by a daily rest period

- 15 minutes when working four and a half hours or more, 30 minutes when working six 
hours or more which may include the first break.

There is no specific definition of ‘outdoor worker’ under the legislation.  Certain sectors can 
be exempt from holding to the strict rest breaks regime providing a satisfactory compensatory 
rest regime is in place.  These are defined under S.I. No. 21/1998. Organisation of Working 
Time (General Exemptions) Regulations 1998. The exemptions apply to some specific sectors 
including agriculture and the production, transmission or distribution of gas, water or electric-
ity. These sectors may include workers that might fall within the common understanding of 
‘outdoor worker’.  

Crucially, while the timing of the rest breaks in the course of the day and week are more 
flexible for those exempted sectors this is subject to implementing a satisfactory alternative rest 
and breaks regime.

Where a dispute arises in relation to breaks or the compensatory rest regime an employee 
can take a complaint to the Rights Commissioners Service.  To make a complaint the employee 
may use the on-line complaint form available on www.workplacerelations.ie which also allows 
for electronic submission of the complaint.

17/09/2014WRO05800Proposed Legislation

17/09/2014WRO05900401. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the progress 
to date of the analysis of the independent Copyright Review Committee’s report, Modernising 
Copyright; his plans to legislate in this regard; and if the principle of fair use will be prioritised; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34224/14]

17/09/2014WRO06000Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Da-
mien English): The Report of the Copyright Review Committee Modernising Copyright was 
published on 29 October 2013.  The Report contains in excess of 60 recommendations covering 
a diverse range of copyright issues which are being reviewed and evaluated in my Department.  
A number of the recommendations touch also on areas of responsibility outside of my Depart-
ment’s remit and these Departments have also been consulted.  

My Department has sought legal advice from the Office of the Attorney General on a num-
ber of recommendations that have the potential to raise significant legal issues and which there-
fore need to be carefully considered in advance of shaping any proposals for legislative reform.

The intention is to complete the Department’s analysis of the Report’s recommendations, 
including that on fair use, with a view to bringing forward proposals for legislative reform in 
2014. 

17/09/2014WRO06100Departmental Strategy Statements

17/09/2014WRO06200402. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide his Department’s statement of strategy 2014 to 2016. [34394/14]

17/09/2014WRO06300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  My Depart-
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ment’s current Statement of Strategy which covers the period 2011-2014 is available on my 
Department’s website.  Under the Public Service Management Act 1997 Departments are re-
quired to produce a new Statement of Strategy every three years and within six months of the 
appointment of a new Minister.  Over the coming months my Department will develop a new 
Statement of Strategy.  After the strategy statement has been approved, I will arrange for it to 
be laid before each House of the Oireachtas in accordance with Section 5 of the Public Service 
Management Act 1997.  Following publication it will also be made publicly available on my 
Department’s website.

17/09/2014WRO06400Proposed Legislation

17/09/2014WRO06500403. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will amend the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 to include all those in statutory apprentice-
ships. [34395/14]

17/09/2014WRO06600Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Ger-
ald Nash): Section 5 of the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 provides that the Act does not 
apply, inter alia, to the remuneration of a person who is an apprentice within the meaning of 
the Industrial Training Act, 1967 and Labour Services Act, 1987. The decision to exclude statu-
tory apprentices from the scope of the Act was based on the recommendation contained in the 
Final Report of the Inter-Departmental Group on the Implementation of a National Minimum 
Wage that apprentices serving statutory apprenticeships should be exempted in recognition 
of the unique nature of such apprenticeship and the fact that a long-established practice for 
determining rates, which adequately protected apprentices, already existed.  Prior to the 2013 
decision of the Supreme Court in the McGowan case, Registered Employment Agreements for 
the Construction and Electrical Contracting sectors made provision for rates of remuneration 
of apprentices that were legally binding and enforceable in those sectors. The effect of the Su-
preme Court decision was to invalidate the registration of employment agreements previously 
registered under Part III of the Industrial Relations Act, 1946. All such agreements no longer 
have any application beyond the subscribing parties and are not enforceable in law.   

Having considered the legal advice from the Attorney General on the implications of the Su-
preme Court ruling, and given the importance of the issue for employers and their employees, 
particularly in relation to rates of pay and tendering for contracts the Government decided on 
23 July to bring forward legislation to address the ruling and to provide for a revised legisla-
tive framework that would be fully informed by the Supreme Court judgment and be expected 
to withstand constitutional challenge in the future. In this context, it is proposed that the new 
framework governing sectoral rates of remuneration will provide that rates of remuneration to 
cover apprentices to be provided for in legally binding Ministerial Orders, if appropriate.

17/09/2014WRO06700Legislative Measures

17/09/2014WRO06800404. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
Workplace Relations Bill 2014 is fully compliant with EU anti-discrimination law and the EU 
Charter of Fundamental Rights. [34396/14]

17/09/2014WRO06900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am commit-
ted to delivering a world-class workplace relations service. The Workplace Relations Bill 2014 
will give statutory effect to the reforms which I am currently introducing to the State’s existing 
employment rights and industrial relations structures. 
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This legislation provides a statutory basis for a new structure which will see the existing 
five workplace relations bodies replaced by two. The Labour Relations Commission (LRC), the 
National Employment Rights Authority (NERA), the Equality Tribunal, the first instance func-
tions of the Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) and the first instance functions of the Labour 
Court will be replaced by the new Workplace Relations Commission (WRC), and the appellate 
functions of the EAT will be transferred to a new expanded Labour Court.

The aim of the Bill is to create a modern, user-friendly, world-class employment workplace 
relations system that will provide significant benefits for its users and society as a whole. The 
focus will be on resolving the workplace disputes as quickly and inexpensively as possible.  The 
Bill does not propose any alterations to the substantive equality law laid down in the Employ-
ment Equality Act, the Equal Status Act and the Pensions Act, which is already fully compliant 
with EU anti-discrimination directives.

Ireland has an excellent record in relation to equality matters. Ireland was in fact one of 
the first countries to create a wide-ranging equality law which pre-dated most of the European 
Equality Directives. The reforms that will be given legislative effect by the Workplace Rela-
tions Bill will modernise and enhance the redress mechanisms available to those who believe 
they have been discriminated against on the grounds set out in the Equality Acts. In addition 
to enhancing the equality redress mechanisms, I am satisfied that the new workplace relations 
structures and processes which will be given statutory effect by the legislation fully embody 
the spirit of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and the European Convention on Human 
Rights.  

17/09/2014WRO07000Legislative Measures

17/09/2014WRO07100405. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide a detailed breakdown of the annual saving of €2 million arising from the new 
workplace relations bodies following the enactment of the Workplace Relations Bill 2014. 
[34397/14]

17/09/2014WRO07200406. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
current number of whole time equivalents working across the workplace relations bodies; and 
the number that will be employed in the two replacement bodies following enactment of the 
Workplace Relations Bill 2014.  [34398/14]

17/09/2014WRO07300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 405 and 406 together.

In addition to enhancing the service provided to users, the reform of the Workplace Rela-
tions Bodies will reduce staff numbers and the associated costs of delivering the service. 

At the end of 2010, before the beginning of the reform process, there were 249.06 whole 
time equivalents in the workplace relations bodies. The current staffing strength of the bodies is 
218.64 whole time equivalents. While there will be further staff reductions due to the continu-
ing reform programme, it is not possible to say at this stage what the final staffing complement 
of the new bodies will be. 

It is expected that the savings achieved by the reform programme will amount to €2 million 
per annum, mainly due to staff reductions, reduced per diem costs and efficiencies achieved. 
The main drivers of the reduction in staff costs will be the centralisation of administration and 
case management services and the automation of business processes. There will also be savings 
in travel and subsistence costs due to the centralisation of hearings in regional locations and a 
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reduction in room hire costs due to the provision of hearing facilities in Workplace Relations 
Commission regional offices where feasible. Further savings will arise from the implementation 
of the new Customer Relationship Management System which is currently being developed. 

The Employment Appeals Tribunal will continue in existence for a period after the estab-
lishment of the new bodies to finalise its outstanding cases and the final savings arising from the 
reform programme will not accrue until it has been dissolved. The 2014 allocation for the EAT 
is €3.5m and allowing for the cost of an additional Division in the Labour Court, the dissolution 
of the EAT will contribute very significantly to the overall €2m saving projected.

17/09/2014WRO07400Employment Rights

17/09/2014WRO07500407. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if an 
employee is entitled to trade union representation when attending the Early Resolution Service, 
Mediation Service and the Workplace Relations Commission as set out in the Workplace Rela-
tions Bill 2014. [34399/14]

17/09/2014WRO07600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm 
that the enactment of the Workplace Relations Bill 2014 will not change the current position 
whereby employees using the services of the various workplace relations bodies can avail of 
trade union representation if they so choose.

17/09/2014WRO07700Workplace Relations Services Issues

17/09/2014WRO07800408. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
he will complete the revision of The Code of Practice: Grievance and Disciplinary Procedures, 
S.I. No. 146 of 2000, under the Industrial Relations Act 1990, to take into consideration the 
small owner-managed business as stated in the Blueprint to Deliver a World-Class Workplace 
Relations Service of April 2012. [34404/14]

17/09/2014WRO07900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The initial 
consultation that I undertook in relation to my proposals to reform the State’s employment 
rights and industrial relations structures was completed in September 2011. The many positive 
suggestions that emerged from that process influenced the proposals set out in the Blueprint 
to Deliver a World-Class Workplace Relations Service (Blueprint) which I published in April 
2012. 

During this consultation process many respondents’ acknowledged the existence of S.I. No. 
146 of 2000, The Code of Practice: Grievance and Disciplinary Procedures and the view was 
expressed that its benefits should be strengthened to take into consideration the small owner-
managed business. The Blueprint acknowledged that the Code should be looked at again, in 
the context of the reform programme which has delivered already substantial efficiencies and 
improvements for small business in terms of their interactions with the bodies including the 
provision of advice and early resolution of disputes. 

Since the publication of the Blueprint, the publication of the Workplace Relations Bill has 
brought clarity with regard to the transfer of functions which are currently vested in the Labour 
Relations Commission.  

The functions of the soon to be established Workplace Relations Commission will include 
the review and preparation, in consultation with the social partners, of current and perhaps new 



Questions - Written Answers

344

codes of practice relevant to industrial relations including that given effect under S. I. No. 146 
of 2000.

17/09/2014WRO08000Workplace Relations Services Issues

17/09/2014WRO08100409. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
workplace relations commission registrar can dismiss any case for any reason seeking submis-
sion for a hearing by either party involved. [34405/14]

17/09/2014WRO08200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Workplace 
Relations Commission (WRC) will have statutory jurisdiction for facilitating the resolution of 
disputes under approx. 40 separate pieces of employment, equality and industrial relations leg-
islation, in accordance with best international practice and in compliance with international hu-
man rights standards. To ensure that the WRC delivers its services to the highest standards, the 
Director General will be assisted by a suitably qualified and experienced lawyer as Registrar. 
The Registrar will act as legal advisor to the Director General of the WRC and will perform a 
range of functions that are similar to those of the Legal Advisor to the Equality Tribunal.

Nobody who has an entitlement to an adjudication hearing will be denied a hearing. How-
ever, a percentage of employment rights complaints are inevitably flawed on technical grounds: 
they may be filed well outside the statutory time limit; they may not disclose any cause of action 
or they may fail to name any respondent. One of the functions to be fulfilled by the Registrar 
will be to inform complainants of any such infirmity in their complaint at as early a stage as 
possible. It is in the interest of both parties and the State that efficiency is introduced into the 
system by obviating the need to convene a full hearing to deal with such procedural matters. 

Such complaints may therefore be referred by the Registrar for determination by an Adjudi-
cation Officer of the WRC without a hearing being held.  The Bill provides that an Adjudication 
Officer will have the power to dismiss a complaint in circumstances where he or she forms the 
opinion that it is frivolous or vexatious.  Such a decision can be appealed to the Labour Court. 

The words “frivolous or vexatious” are legal terms, they are not pejorative in any sense.  It 
is merely a question of saying that as far as the complainant is concerned if he or she has no 
reasonable chance of succeeding then the law says that it is frivolous to bring the case.  Simi-
larly, it is a hardship on the defendants to have to take steps to defend something which cannot 
succeed and the law calls that vexatious.

The current regime operated by the Director of the Equality Tribunal provides a very good 
example of the effective filtering of complaints on receipt. Under the Employment Equality 
Acts and the Equal Status Acts, the Director of the Equality Tribunal has the power to ‘dismiss 
a complaint at any stage if of opinion that it has been made in bad faith or is frivolous, vexa-
tious or misconceived or relates to a trivial matter.’  It is entirely logical that a similar power be 
vested in the Director General of the Workplace Relations Commission.

The Director of the Equality Tribunal’s exercise of his power under section 22 of the Equal 
Status Act 2000 in such circumstances was unsuccessfully challenged by the claimant/appel-
lant in Fitzgerald v. Minister for Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs [2011] IEHC 180, 
which came before the High Court by way of an appeal on a point of law from a judgment of 
the Circuit Court.

17/09/2014WRO08300Equality Issues
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17/09/2014WRO08400410. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
details of the meetings that have taken place between his Department and the Department of 
Justice and Equality since 2011 to discuss the inter-relationship between the Workplace Rela-
tions Commission and the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission and the safeguards, 
checks and balances that have been put in place to ensure equality rights eroded as a result of 
the subsuming of the Equality Tribunal into the WRC. [34406/14]

17/09/2014WRO08500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the 
existing workplace relations structures the Equality Tribunal has jurisdiction to investigate 
and decide upon complaints of discrimination under equality legislation (i.e. the Employment 
Equality Acts, the Equal Status Acts and the Pensions Acts). The Equality Tribunal is indepen-
dent in the exercise of its quasi-judicial function and I have no direct involvement in its day to 
day operations.

While responsibility for the Equality Tribunal was transferred from the Minister for Justice 
and Equality to the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation with effect from 1 January, 
2013 as part of the ongoing reform of the State’s employment rights and industrial relations 
structures, the Minister for Justice and Equality retains responsibility for equality policy. The 
responsibility for policy and administrative matters concerning the establishment of the new 
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission is also a matter for the Minister for Justice and 
Equality.  

My Department has engaged extensively with the Department of Justice and Equality since 
2011 to ensure that the transition of the Equality Tribunal into the Department of Jobs, Enter-
prise and Employment (and the new Workplace Relations Commission upon its establishment) 
has taken place in an effective and smooth manner without any diminution in service or rights 
to stakeholders.

The Workplace Relations Bill provides a statutory basis for a new structure which will see 
the existing five workplace relations bodies replaced by two. The Labour Relations Commis-
sion (LRC), the National Employment Rights Authority (NERA), the Equality Tribunal, the first 
instance functions of the Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) and the first instance functions 
of the Labour Court will be replaced by the new Workplace Relations Commission (WRC), and 
the appellate functions of the EAT will be transferred to a new expanded Labour Court.

Under the new structures all complaints under equality legislation will be adjudicated upon 
at first instance by the WRC Adjudication Service with the right of appeal to the Labour Court 
(except in the case of the Equal Status Act where appeals will continue to be dealt with by the 
Circuit Court). There will not be any diminution of rights under equality legislation upon es-
tablishment of the WRC and complaints under that legislation will have equal priority with all 
other employment related matters in the new system. 

17/09/2014WRO08600Legislative Measures

17/09/2014WRO08700411. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
award due to an employee arising from a Labour Court decision will be affected in any way 
by the introduction of fixed payment notices as set out in the Workplace Relations Bill 2014. 
[34407/14]

17/09/2014WRO08800412. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
further action that will be taken by the Labour Court in the event that an employer pays in full 
with the specified time frame a fixed payment notice but does not in part or in full discharge the 
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award to a current or former employee to which the notice relates to. [34408/14]

17/09/2014WRO08900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 411 and 412 together.

I believe that for a workplace relations system to have credibility it must be supported 
by proportionate, effective and efficient compliance and enforcement measures. The current 
system of enforcement of employment rights awards is cumbersome, expensive and not fit for 
purpose. For this reason, provision has been made in the Workplace Relations Bill 2014 for a 
range of enhanced compliance measures, including the use of Compliance Notices, Fixed Pay-
ment Notices and a new mechanism for enforcing awards of the WRC Adjudicators and Labour 
Court Determinations. 

Section 35 of the Bill makes provision for the use of Fixed Payment Notices in respect of 
a specified range of acts of non-compliance on the part of employers. The matters in respect 
of which a Fixed Payment Notice may be issued are specified in subsection 5. The use of this 
mechanism is intended to encourage compliance with employment law and reduce the need to 
rely on expensive and time consuming prosecution procedures for the scheduled acts of non-
compliance. 

Where an inspector detects suspected non-compliance in respect of one or more of the 
scheduled offences, he or she shall serve a Fixed Payment Notice. If the person on whom the 
notice is served pays the charge the matter does not proceed to Court. However, if the person 
fails or refuses to pay the charge the matter can be progressed to the District Court where the 
defendant can defend their position in the normal way.

The Fixed Payment Notice process, as provided for in the Bill, is being introduced as a 
measure to achieve a more effective system of compliance with employment law.  This mea-
sure will be an entirely separate mechanism from the new structures being established in the 
legislation for the adjudication of employment rights disputes. The Bill provides that all first in-
stance complaints under employment rights and equality legislation will be dealt with by WRC 
Adjudicators with a right of appeal to the Labour Court (except appeals under the Equal Status 
Acts which will continue to be dealt with by the Circuit Court). Under the legislation neither 
the WRC Adjudication Service nor the Labour Court will have any role in the Fixed Payment 
Notice process. The Bill also makes provision for the introduction of a more effective and 
streamlined system for the enforcement of awards from WRC Adjudicators and/or the Labour 
Court under employment rights legislation via the District Court. 

I am satisfied that these new compliance and enforcement measures will provide for more 
proportionate, efficient and effective enforcement of employment law. 

17/09/2014WRO09000Legislative Measures

17/09/2014WRO09100413. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
decision to conduct Workplace Relation Commission mediation and adjudication hearings oth-
erwise than in public is in contravention of Article 47 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
of the European Union which states that everyone has a right to a fair and public hearing. 
[34409/14]

17/09/2014WRO09200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The aim of the 
Workplace Relations Bill is to create a modern, user-friendly, world-class employment work-
place relations system that will provide significant benefits for its users and society as a whole. 
The focus will be on resolving the workplace disputes as quickly and inexpensively as possible.
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The legislation makes provision for the establishment of a range of services (including 
mediation) to facilitate the resolution of employment rights disputes where possible at an early 
stage and without recourse to adjudication. Mediation is a voluntary, confidential process that 
allows two or more disputing parties to resolve their conflict in a mutually agreeable way with 
the help of a neutral third party, a mediator.  The mediation service provided by the Workplace 
Relations Commission (WRC) will be akin to the mediation service which is currently provided 
by the Equality Tribunal under equality legislation. Should mediation yield a compromise or 
settlement between the parties or a withdrawal of the complaint, the outcome will be confiden-
tial to the parties. Likewise, if the mediation is unsuccessful, anything divulged by the parties 
in the process cannot be used subsequently in the adjudication or inspection process. Given the 
confidential nature of the mediation process, the decision to conduct WRC mediation otherwise 
than in public, is not in contravention with Article 47 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of 
the European Union.

Where employment rights complaints cannot be resolved at local level or with the assistance 
of the WRC dispute resolution services, parties will have access to a professional and trusted 
adjudication service.  My objective is to ensure that stakeholders have confidence that cases 
dealt with by the Adjudication Service of the WRC will be heard in a fair and transparent man-
ner in accordance with the law and that the principles of natural justice apply.  The Workplace 
Relations Bill makes provision for the replacement of the existing complex system of five dif-
ferent bodies with a straightforward two-tier system for the adjudication of employment rights 
disputes. The WRC Adjudication Service will deal with all disputes of right in the first instance 
and the Labour Court will deal with all such cases on appeal. 

Private hearings are not contrary to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union. The vast majority of employees and employers do not want the details of their relation-
ship, or the personal details which may arise in the course of a hearing, aired in public. There 
does not appear to be any great demand for public hearings from employers or employees. Cur-
rently, for example, all Labour Court hearings are held in private. However, parties may request 
public hearings under certain Acts. 

As regards the right under the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU to have one’s rights 
determined in public, either party will be able to appeal a WRC decision to the Labour Court. 
This appeal hearing will be in public. That – and the fact that the WRC and Labour Court will 
be subject to the supervision of the High Court by way of Judicial Review – means that the 
requirements of the Charter are satisfied.  This view is supported by the Attorney General.

Having given due consideration to the State’s obligations under Article 47 of the Charter 
of Fundamental Rights, and the relevant case law of the European Court of Human Rights, 
and bearing in mind in particular the unique nature of the employment relationship, the Bill 
provides expressly that employment rights and equality complaints should be heard in private 
at first instance. Appeals to the Labour Court will be heard in public, thus ensuring compliance 
with the requirements of Article 47 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights. Disputes of interest 
will continue to be heard in private (both at first instance and on appeal).

17/09/2014WRP00150Trade Agreements

17/09/2014WRP00200414. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to seek the necessary approval of Dáil Éireann for the free trade agreement between the 
European Union and Colombia. [34410/14]

17/09/2014WRP00300415. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if there 
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will be a Dáil Éireann debate on the proposed free trade agreement between the EU and Co-
lombia. [34411/14]

17/09/2014WRP00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 414 and 415 together.

The Free Trade Agreement between the European Union and its Member States and the 
Republic of Colombia and the Republic of Peru, is an Agreement within the meaning of Article 
29.5.2° of the Constitution.  Ratification by Ireland is therefore subject to prior approval of Dáil 
Éireann.  It is my intention to seek the necessary approval of Dáil Éireann before the end of 
2014. The organisation of Dáil business is a matter for the whips.

According to the EU Council website - http://www.consilium.europa.eu/policies/agree-
ments/ 17 member states have notified the completion of national ratification procedures. Once 
all member states have notified the completion of national ratification procedures, the Agree-
ment will be formally concluded.

It is relevant to note that the Agreement provides under Article 330 for provisional applica-
tion, and it has been provisionally applied since 1 March 2013 in the case of Peru and since 1 
August 2013 in the case of Colombia.

17/09/2014WRP00450Trade Agreements

17/09/2014WRP00500416. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the sta-
tus of the transatlantic trade and investment partnership negotiations; if he has sought the exclu-
sion of public services from the free trade agreement investor-state dispute settlements, ISDS, 
mechanism; and if he will call for the full exclusion of ISDSs from the agreement. [34412/14]

17/09/2014WRP00600418. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
State’s right to regulate is protected in the transatlantic trade and investment partnership free 
trade agreement; and if so, if he will illustrate the way. [34414/14]

17/09/2014WRP00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 416 and 418 together. 

The 6th round of the TTIP negotiations took place in Brussels from 14  – 18 July, and a sum-
mary of the state of play of the negotiations after that round is available at:

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/july/tradoc_152699.pdf.

The 7th round of the TTIP negotiations is scheduled to take place in the US from the 29 
September to 3 October. This will be the last round before the current European Commission 
ends its term on 30 October, and the US midterm elections, scheduled for 4 November, take 
place. It is expected that the 8th round of the negotiations will be held in December, with dates 
yet to be confirmed.

Concerning Investor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS), the scope of the EU Commission’s 
negotiating mandate for TTIP includes ISDS. The EU Commission earlier this year decided to 
conduct a formal public consultation on ISDS in TTIP, and negotiations on ISDS under TTIP 
have been suspended since then.  The formal consultation closed in July, and the EU Commis-
sion is now examining the submissions received, with a view to making recommendations in 
due course.  The EU Commission’s preliminary report can be found at:  http://trade.ec.europa.
eu/doclib/docs/2014/july/tradoc_152693.pdf.
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Trade agreements are intended to cover flows of both trade and investment. Investment pro-
tection provisions in EU agreements are important because they are aimed at helping to insure 
against unfair and discriminatory treatment faced by EU business abroad. So in addition to 
providing protection to investors, agreements also seek to address the modalities for addressing 
any disputes which might arise. These are principles that underpin the rule of law in the EU and 
are the benchmarks that we would like to see well established in countries where our businesses 
trade and invest. It is for this reason that bilateral investment protection agreements are very 
common, not only in the EU where over 1,400 are in place, but also around the world where 
over 2,800 are in place among both developed and developing countries alike.

I believe that, where investor state dispute settlement provisions are part of any final agree-
ments, it is possible to have the appropriate safeguards for public policy making, and possible to 
strike the right balance between providing redress for business where there is unfair treatment, 
and rules and procedures that prevent abuse and claims that are frivolous or without merit.  

A document published by the EU Commission on its website explains the safeguards in 
place in the ISDS provisions in the EU-Canada Agreement.  This document can be found at 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/november/tradoc_151918.pdf.

For background information, the EU Commission has produced a very useful factsheet en-
titled “Investment Protection and Investor-to-State Dispute Settlement in EU agreements”, in 
which it explains why investment protection provisions are important, and sets out the approach 
to improve on international experience.  The factsheet can be found on the EU Commission’s 
website at http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/november/tradoc_151916.pdf.

As regards the right to regulate, the EU Commission’s statement on protecting public ser-
vices in TTIP and other EU trade can be found at http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.
cfm?id=1115 and underpins the continued right of member states to regulate in the public inter-
est.

17/09/2014WRP00750Trade Agreements

17/09/2014WRP00800417. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide in tabular form the number of meetings he has held with civil society groups and 
the number of meetings with corporations, lobbyists and other business representative groups 
regarding the transatlantic trade and investment partnership free trade agreement. [34413/14]

17/09/2014WRP00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): According 
to my Department’s records, since the start of Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partner-
ship (TTIP) negotiations in July last year, I have met on two occasions representatives of the 
agri-food sector, and hosted a seminar in Dublin Castle on the 20th June 2014.  All members 
of the Oireachtas Committees on EU Affairs, Foreign Affairs and Trade and Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation; all Irish MEPs and business, trade unions and farm representative groups were 
invited.  

Question No. 418 answered with Question No. 416.

17/09/2014WRP01050Trade Agreements

17/09/2014WRP01100419. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
reason he supports the inclusion of investor-state dispute settlements in free trade agreements 
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signed up to by Ireland or the EU. [34415/14]

17/09/2014WRP01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The EU Com-
mission is responsible for negotiating free trade agreements, including investment provisions, 
which comprehends investor state dispute settlement.  While there are no such agreements yet 
concluded and signed, the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement, the 
end of the negotiations on which is expected to be announced at next week’s EU-Canada Sum-
mit, will be the first EU trade agreement to include such provisions.

Trade agreements are intended to cover flows of both trade and investment. Investment pro-
tection provisions in EU agreements are important because they are aimed at helping to insure 
against unfair and discriminatory treatment faced by EU business abroad.  So in addition to 
providing protection to investors, agreements also seek to address the modalities for addressing 
any disputes which might arise. These are principles that underpin the rule of law in the EU and 
are the benchmarks that we would like to see well established in countries where our businesses 
trade and invest. It is for this reason that bilateral investment protection agreements are very 
common, not only in the EU where over 1,400 are in place, but also around the world where 
over 2,800 are in place among both developed and developing countries alike.

I believe that, where investor state dispute settlement provisions are part of any final agree-
ments, it is possible to have the appropriate safeguards for public policy making, and possible to 
strike the right balance between providing redress for business where there is unfair treatment, 
and rules and procedures that prevent abuse and claims that are frivolous or without merit.  

A document published by the EU Commission on its website explains the safeguards in 
place in the ISDS provisions in the EU-Canada Agreement.  This document can be found at 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/november/tradoc_151918.pdf.

The EU Commission has produced a very useful factsheet entitled “Investment Protection 
and Investor-to-State Dispute Settlement in EU agreements”, in which it explains why invest-
ment protection provisions are important and sets out the approach to improve on interna-
tional experience.  The factsheet can be found on the EU Commission’s website at http://trade.
ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/november/tradoc_151916.pdf.

17/09/2014WRP01250Job Creation Data

17/09/2014WRP01300420. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide, in tabular form, the number of jobs created here directly as a result of each of the 
EU free trade agreements to which the State has signed up. [34416/14]

17/09/2014WRP01400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): EU studies 
point to long term evidence from the EU which shows that a 1% increase in the openness of the 
economy leads to an increase of 0.6% in labour productivity. They also show that more trade 
is essential to job creation:  About 30 million jobs in the EU depend on sales to the rest of the 
world, and on average, each additional €1 billion of exports supports 15,000 additional jobs 
across the EU.  For Ireland, as an economy shaped and reshaped over the last 50 years by trade 
liberalisation, this is important evidence that export-led job creation in the longer term is the 
right policy choice.  

It is estimated that 90% of world demand will be generated outside the EU over the next 
10-15 years, so it makes absolute sense that the EU would be engaged in free trade agreement 
negotiations with other major trading blocs.  It is important that we create better market access 
for Irish based firms in such rapidly growing economies.  
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The Action Plan for Jobs contains commitments, including as regards our programme of 
overseas trade missions, to taking specific measures that will help Irish businesses to get a 
foothold and compete in international markets, taking full advantage of free trade agreements, 
which in turn will create jobs.

17/09/2014WRP01450Enterprise Ireland Funding

17/09/2014WRP01500421. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
Enterprise Ireland grant to an organisation (details supplied) in County Kerry will be made 
available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34442/14]

17/09/2014WRP01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Matters around 
decisions on whether to provide grant aid to the organisation concerned are a day to day opera-
tional matter for Enterprise Ireland.  As such, I have no role in that regard.

In particular, information about grants to companies cannot be disclosed, for commercial 
reasons, until a grant has been paid. 

Nevertheless, I understand from Enterprise Ireland that they are liaising with the organisa-
tion concerned.

17/09/2014WRP01650Trade Agreements

17/09/2014WRP01700422. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
provide the timeframe for ratification of the EU-Colombia free trade agreement; and if Dáil 
Éireann will be given an opportunity to debate the implications of such an agreement as per the 
recommendation of the Joint Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. [34445/14]

17/09/2014WRP01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Free 
Trade Agreement between the European Union and its Member States and the Republic of 
Colombia and the Republic of Peru, is an Agreement within the meaning of Article 29.5.2° of 
the Constitution.  Ratification by Ireland is therefore subject to prior approval of Dáil Éireann.  
It is my intention to seek the necessary approval of Dáil Éireann before the end of 2014.  The 
organisation of Dáil business is a matter for the whips.

According to the EU Council website - http://www.consilium.europa.eu/policies/agree-
ments/ 17 member states have notified the completion of national ratification procedures. Once 
all member states have notified the completion of national ratification procedures, the Agree-
ment will be formally concluded.

It is relevant to note that the Agreement provides under Article 330 for provisional applica-
tion, and it has been provisionally applied since 1 March 2013 in the case of Peru and since 1 
August 2013 in the case of Colombia.

17/09/2014WRP01850Departmental Strategy Statements

17/09/2014WRP01900423. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
consultations that he has undertaken with other Departments and agencies concerning the terms 
of reference of a new science strategy statement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34460/14]



Questions - Written Answers

352

17/09/2014WRP02000424. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
consultations he has undertaken with researchers and institutions concerning the drawing up 
of a new science strategy statement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34461/14]

17/09/2014WRP02100425. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
process of drawing up a new science strategy statement will not be unduly influenced by a small 
number of funding agencies at the expense of a fair and open process; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34462/14]

17/09/2014WRP02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 423 to 425, inclusive, together. 

I recognise that consultation is an important component of best practice in policy-making.  
Policy development is an ongoing process and my Department has a range of mechanisms and 
processes to ensure continuous feedback on the efficiency and effectiveness of our Science, 
Technology and Innovation (STI) system, all of which will help to inform the next Strategy for 
STI.

The National Research Prioritisation Exercise was an inclusive process involving all stake-
holders. The inception and development of the concept involved a cross sectoral Steering 
Group comprising members from academia, the research community, the enterprise sector and 
research funding Government Departments and agencies.  The implementation phase involved 
all research funders in the development of the action plans which were then validated by stake-
holders across the system. In addition, the identification of the fine-grained research needs of 
enterprise was validated by similar stakeholders.  Furthermore, a panel of independent experts 
will be appointed shortly to conduct an external assessment of implementation of research pri-
oritisation.

There are also a range of initiatives and specific studies underway which will feed into the 
new Strategy, each involving extensive stakeholder consultation in their own right.  These in-
clude a number of studies being undertaken by the Strategic Policy Division in my Department 
e.g. the study into Medium Term Development of the Irish Market Focussed Element of the 
Irish Research Centre Landscape Ecosystem; and the study into Optimising Policy Interven-
tion to Strengthen the Impacts of Enterprise RD&I in Ireland.  Similarly, the Copyright Review 
Group Report, the Entrepreneurship Forum Report, the IP Protocol as well as the mechanisms 
which Knowledge Transfer Ireland (KTI) has established to elicit views of stakeholders through 
the Industry Advisory Board and Stakeholder Forum all involve considerable stakeholder en-
gagement.

In reality a key component element of a new national STI Strategy will have to be the 
drawdown targeted under the EU Research Funding Programme, HORIZON 2020, which, at 
€1.25 billion, is ambitious but crucial to our economic and societal development. In this regard, 
a broad based group of stakeholders meets every 4 to 6 weeks, under the chairmanship of my 
Department, to oversee the implementation and further development of the national strategy 
for HORIZON 2020. The group includes the Higher Education Sector (including the Irish Uni-
versities Association and the Institutes of Technology Ireland) as well as representatives of all 
Government Departments and research funders/agencies.

The views of the higher education system are a critical element in the development of our 
new Strategy and my colleague, the Minister for Skills, Research and Innovation, Damien Eng-
lish, T.D., intends to meet with the Presidents of the Higher Education Institutes along with their 
VPs/Deans of Research to hear their perspectives on their interaction with the innovation eco-
system. The feedback from these meetings will be considered in the context of the development 
of the new Strategy. I am also informed that AMCHAM are developing their policy document 
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for research and innovation which I look forward to receiving.  I also intend to seek the inputs 
from other industry groups.

While much of the underpinning work is underway, drafting of the Strategy is still at an 
early stage. Once it has progressed sufficiently, I will consider the need to consult further with 
specific stakeholders on specific elements. 

17/09/2014WRP02250Exports Controls

17/09/2014WRP02300426. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
total amount of export licences that were issued in the past three years for the export of military 
goods; the countries of export to which these licences related and the amount involved in each 
case; if there is any policy to refuse such licences to export to countries involved in current 
conflicts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34512/14]

17/09/2014WRP02400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment is responsible for controls on the export of military items from Ireland. Under Irish law, 
military export licences have to be sought in respect of the goods and technology, and any com-
ponents thereof, listed in the Annex to the Control of Exports (Goods and Technology) Order, 
SI.216 of 2012 which reflects the EU Common Military List.     

The EU Common Military List includes military goods and technology, and components 
for such items that should be licensed for export from the Union. Items which are classified 
as “military goods” from an export control perspective and which are exported from Ireland 
involve components rather than military equipment.

I have provided below details of the licences that were issued in the past three years for the 
export of Military List items. 

It is important to note that the figures provided below represent the maximum value which 
can be exported under the below export licences and not the value of the goods and technology 
actually exported under those licences.

My Department consults with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in respect of 
all military export licence applications. All applications for export licences are very carefully 
assessed having regard to the end use and the end user and against well-established criteria. Ap-
plications are considered in the light of the spirit and objectives of the EU Code of Conduct on 
Arms Exports which seeks to safeguard, among other concerns, regional stability and human 
rights.

Military Licences by Destination 2013

Country Licence Number of Licences Licence Value €
Australia 12 567,325
Canada 8 1,535,609
Denmark 2 581,975
Finland 1 145,600
France 2 626,560
Germany 12 9,696,985
Ireland* 2 9,300,000
Israel 5 119,971
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Country Licence Number of Licences Licence Value €
Italy 1 730,630
Kuwait 1 115,949
Luxembourg 1 100,000
New Caledonia 1 720
New Zealand 4 118,277
Norway 1 25,590
Pakistan 1 0
Russia 1 6,360
Saudi Arabia 9 3,277,921
South Africa 1 400
South Korea/Republic of 
Korea

3 36,616

Sweden 2 122,800
United Arab Emirates 2 128,004
United Kingdom (incl 
Northern Ireland)

8 202,774

United States 28 34,385,102
Total 108 61,825,168
*Exports in respect of which Ireland is the destination relate to temporary exports, where 

items are sent to another destination for a trade exhibition or to be repaired, and then returned to 
Ireland.  While all requisite export control checks are made, the final destination for the export 
is recorded as Ireland. 

Military Licences by Destination 2012

End-User Destination Number of Licences Licence Value €
Australia 9 2,608,196
Canada 1 2,293,104
Croatia 2 65,000
Denmark 1 311,650
Egypt 1 14,000
Finland 2 789,100
France 2 1,229,286
Germany 12 10,359,181
India 1 29,347
Ireland* 1 262,175
Israel 1 39,525
Italy 1 1,805,000
Kenya 1 2,899
Kosovo 1 100,058
Kuwait 3 2,510,592
Luxembourg 1 100,000
Namibia 1 2,000
Netherlands 2 1,500,000
New Caledonia 1 1,550
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End-User Destination Number of Licences Licence Value €
New Zealand 2 2,410,637
Pakistan 1 500
Republic of Korea 3 121,463
Saudi Arabia 9 10,533,852 
Singapore 1 33,511
South Africa 1 400
Sweden 3 1,264,032
United Kingdom (incl 
Northern Ireland)

19 865,077

United States 46 7,865,411
Total 129 47,117,546
*Exports in respect of which Ireland is the destination relate to temporary exports, where 

items are sent to another destination for a trade exhibition or to be repaired, and then returned to 
Ireland.  While all requisite export control checks are made, the final destination for the export 
is recorded as Ireland.     

Military Licences by Destination 2011

End-User Destination Number of Licences Licence Value €
Australia 10 423,147
Canada 1 3,521
Finland 1 750,000
Germany 8 7,426,304
Israel 3 6,137,875
Kuwait 1 98,534
Netherlands 3 2,002,500
New Zealand 2 520
United Kingdom (incl 
Northern Ireland)

9 271,657

Oman 2 16,573
Pakistan 1 0
Paraguay 2 560
Russia 1 2,722
Saudi Arabia 3 6,918,673 
Singapore 1 22,788
South Korea/Republic of 
Korea

2 131,650

Sweden 1 7,341
United Arab Emirates 1 285,500
United States 20 2,592,696
Total 72 27,092,561

17/09/2014WRP02450Arms Trade

17/09/2014WRP02500427. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
role in the development of policy for the armaments industry in the EU; if he has supported the 
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development of such a policy or opposed it; if he voted against any proposals at the EU minis-
ters’ Council he attends to strengthen this industry; if he has proposed an EU ban on armaments 
sales to countries that do not adhere to the highest EU standards on human rights or are subject 
to sanctions from the UN; the work he has done to encourage his EU colleagues to develop al-
ternative industries that would be of more benefit to people throughout the world; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34513/14]

17/09/2014WRP02600428. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
current EU policy in relation to the armaments industry; if he supports this policy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34514/14]

17/09/2014WRP02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 427 and 428 together. 

The European Commission is seeking to reverse the declining role of industry in Europe as 
a mechanism for growth and economic recovery. Increased industrial competitiveness can be a 
strong driver of growth and employment and is one of the stated objectives of European integra-
tion under the Lisbon Treaty.

The 2010 European Commission Communication “An integrated industrial policy for the 
globalisation era”, a flagship initiative of the Europe 2020 strategy, sets out a strategy that aims 
to boost growth and jobs by maintaining and supporting a strong, diversified and competitive 
industrial base in Europe offering well-paid jobs while becoming more resource efficient.

The Commission’s initiative to strengthen the EU defence and security sector is one of sev-
eral being explored under this drive to increase industrial competitiveness. The Commission 
has produced a report on this initiative which is due for consideration at the European Council 
in June 2015. The report has been presented to the Competitiveness Council which I attend. I 
continue to monitor any developments with the initiative.

The initiative seeks to strengthen the internal market for defence, to promote a more com-
petitive defence industry and to foster synergies between civil and military research. It also 
seeks to explore options in other areas such as energy, space and dual-use capabilities. 

Discussions to date have focussed on opportunities for enhancing research and development 
and industrial competitiveness. Research in this area provides indirect impacts in other sectors 
such as electronics, key enabling technologies, space and civil aviation. 

Ireland purchases defence equipment and is an exporter of dual-use goods. Through Science 
Foundation Ireland my Department seeks to build and strengthen scientific and engineering re-
search initiatives. This initiative to strengthen the internal market for defence and to foster syn-
ergies between civil and military research has potential to improve Ireland’s competitiveness.

Ireland does not have a specialised Defence industry and there are no plans to develop one. 
However, jobs are sustained through the synergies that can be achieved from civil and military 
actors working together to support and create jobs and growth in our economy. Defence is a 
large industry sector within the EU employing directly or indirectly up to 1.4 million people 
across the Union with a turnover of €92 billion in 2012.  As a key industry sector, the Commis-
sion has a role in applying internal market rules to the defence industry.

Troops on operations, including our own Defence Forces engaged on UN mandated opera-
tions, require effective force protection and defensive equipment.  If the European Union is 
to be an effective security actor, it needs a defence industry which can deliver the necessary 
capabilities/equipment required for Common Security and Defence Policy missions, which is 
innovative, competitive and sustainable.  
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As a procurer of defence equipment for our Defence Forces, initiatives which deliver great-
er efficiency and reduce the cost of defensive equipment are of interest to Ireland.  

The Deputy will be aware of the careful analysis undertaken by my Department of export 
licence applications. My Department considers all applications in the light of the spirit and 
objectives of the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Exports and requests the observations of the 
Department of Foreign and Affairs and Trade on all military licence applications.

Alongside this scrutiny of export licence applications, Ireland is at the forefront in promot-
ing responsible exports of armaments and controlled materials not only by other Member States 
but internationally. We were one of the first countries to sign the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). 
This followed a decade of efforts to bring regulation to the global trade in conventional arms. 
Ireland, through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, argued for a strong and robust 
ATT from the very beginning, working with other countries and with civil society to achieve 
that goal.

The treaty is the first legally binding instrument to regulate the international trade in con-
ventional weapons. States which sign up to the Treaty are prohibited from exporting arms to 
countries if they know those weapons will be used to commit gross violations of human rights. 
It prohibits a State from authorising arms exports where it has knowledge that the weapons will 
be used in the commission of genocide, crimes against humanity, grave breaches of the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 or other war crimes. It will also oblige States to minimise the risk that 
weapons would be diverted into the wrong hands or to the illicit market, and to adhere to robust, 
comprehensive and legally-binding standards.

This work, combined with input to sanctions related discussions in the area of arms embar-
goes that take place in the appropriate UN and EU fora, demonstrates Ireland’s commitment to 
ensure the safe sale and export of armaments.

17/09/2014WRP02750Trade Agreements

17/09/2014WRP02800429. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the negotiations between Canada and the EU on a 
comprehensive economic and trade agreement, CETA, are almost complete; if he has raised 
any concerns about including investor state dispute settlements, ISDS, provisions in the agree-
ment; if his attention has been drawn to the EU’s sustainability impact assessment on CETA, 
which recommended against including an investor state dispute mechanism; and if he will raise 
concerns and objections about the inclusion of any ISDS provisions in the CETA at EU level. 
[34629/14]

17/09/2014WRP02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Political 
agreement on the key elements of a Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) 
between the EU and Canada was announced in October last year, and it is expected that the con-
clusion of negotiations will be announced at the EU-Canada Summit on 26 September, 2014.

The Agreement will cover virtually every aspect of economic activity, and is an extremely 
important one for Ireland. It is the first comprehensive trade agreement with an historically 
close trade and economic partner of the EU and is a landmark deal between our two transatlan-
tic economies. It is estimated that the opportunities presented by this agreement could add well 
over €200 million to Ireland’s current €2.7 billion bilateral trade with Canada, thus creating 
more jobs and contributing to our economic recovery. 

The Agreement is intended to cover flows of both trade and investment. So in addition to 
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providing protection to investors, the Agreement also seeks to address the modalities for ad-
dressing any disputes which might arise. Such Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) provi-
sions will be part of any final Agreement.  The EU’s Sustainability Impact Assessment made a 
number of policy recommendations on the matters of investment, investment protection, and 
ISDS.  The EU Council agreed that ISDS would be included in the negotiations on the Agree-
ment.  A document published by the EU Commission on its website explains the safeguards in 
place in the ISDS provisions.  This document can be found at:

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/november/tradoc_151918.pdf  

17/09/2014WRP02950Unified Patent Court

17/09/2014WRP03000430. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the prog-
ress made regarding the siting of a local division of the Unified Patent Court; when it is envis-
aged that a decision will be taken. [34706/14]

17/09/2014WRP03100Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Da-
mien English): As the international Agreement on a Unified Patent Court (UPC) entails the 
transfer of jurisdiction in respect of certain European patent litigation from the Irish courts to 
the Unified Patent Court, the issue of Ireland’s participation in the Court is, as the Deputy will 
be aware, subject in the first instance to the carrying of a Referendum.

The nature of Ireland’s proposed participation in the Court, assuming the Referendum is 
passed, was initially considered by Government in July 2014 and is expected to be considered 
further by Government later this month in the wider context of other Referendums that are 
planned for 2015.  Thereafter, an announcement of the Government’s decision on Ireland’s 
participation in the Court can be expected.

17/09/2014WRP03150Ministerial Appointments

17/09/2014WRP03200431. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the total number of new appointments made in his Department and those under his remit since 
March 2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed dur-
ing the period. [35124/14]

17/09/2014WRP03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Information 
relating to the appointments made by me and the Ministers of State at my Department since 
March 2011 is set out in the following tables. In all cases these appointments were replacements 
for departing postholders and were not additional posts.

Current Ministers’ Offices:

Appointments made by Minister Richard Bruton (Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation)

Grade Number Appointed
Personal Assistant 1 March 2011 – to date
Personal Secretary 1 March 2011 – to date
Special Adviser 2 March 2011 – to date
Civilian Driver 2 May 2011 – to date
Appointments made to Minister Ged Nash’s Office (Minister for Business and Em-
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ployment)

Title Number Appointed
Personal Assistant 1 July 2014 – to date
Personal Secretary 1 July 2014 – to date
Civilian Driver 2 July 2014 – to date
Former Ministers’ Offices:

Appointments made to Minister Sean Sherlock’s Office (former Minister for Research 
& Innovation at DJEI)

Title Number Appointed
Personal Assistant 1 March 2011 – July 2014
Personal Secretary 1 March 2011 – July 2014
Civilian Driver 2 April 2011 – July 2014
Appointments made to Minister John Perry’s Office (former Minister for Small Busi-

ness at DJEI)

Title Number Appointed
Personal Assistant 1 March 2011 – July 2014
Personal Secretary 1 March 2011 – July 2014
Civilian Driver 2 April 2011 – July 2014
Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement

Grade Number Appointed
Director 1 August 2012
Labour Court

Grade Number Appointed
Member 3 1 in Jan 20111 in August 

20111 in March 2014

17/09/2014WRP03350Departmental Staff Career Breaks

17/09/2014WRP03400432. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in his Department on career 
break at the time of the Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old 
positions; of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the 
number who availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their 
employment; the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after 
being on redeployment lists of over one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35148/14]

17/09/2014WRP03500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The number 
of staff of my Department on career break at the time the Haddington Road Agreement came 
into force was 29.  While on Career Break, staff continue to be made aware of redeployment 
opportunities at the relevant grade. Of the aforementioned 29, 16 are still on career break.  In 
the context of the staffing limits set under the Employment Control Framework  (ECF), only 
three staff members returned to the Department once one year had elapsed after they initially 
signalled their desire to return to work.  A further three staff members redeployed to other Pub-
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lic/Civil Service organisations.  Five staff chose to resign and two chose to retire.    

With regard to the Agencies under the aegis of my Department, I have asked them to advise 
me of the response to the Deputy’s question, and I will communicate that information to the 
Deputy as soon as it is available.

17/09/2014WRP03550Competition Law

17/09/2014WRP03600433. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation if listing fees are allowed under the Irish Competition Act; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32957/14]

17/09/2014WRP03700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Competi-
tion (Amendment) Act 2006 prohibits certain practices by grocery goods undertakings (defined 
as an undertaking that is engaged for gain in the production, supply or distribution of grocery 
goods).

Under the Programme for Government, the Government committed to enact legislation to 
regulate certain practices in the grocery goods sector. The recently enacted Competition and 
Consumer Protection Act 2014 (which will come into force on 31 October 2014) delivers on 
this commitment. The Act gives me the necessary powers (as Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation) to bring forward regulations to regulate such practices. I hope to bring these regu-
lations into force as soon as practicable after 31 October 2014, after the requisite consultation 
that I promised during the passage of the legislation through the Oireachtas has taken place. The 
new Competition and Consumer Protection Commission will have responsibility for enforcing 
the regulations. 

17/09/2014WRP03750Trade Relations

17/09/2014WRP03800434. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total value of Ireland’s agricultural imports and exports with Russia in each year from 2008 to 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33307/14]

17/09/2014WRP03900482. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
effect that the prohibition on the export of certain agricultural products to Russia will have on 
farmers and processors here; the discussions he has had with the Russian ambassador on this 
matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34500/14]

17/09/2014WRP04000486. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
compensation will be payable to farmers and processors by his Department or the EU for losses 
incurred due to the ban imposed by Russia on certain agricultural products as a retaliation 
against sanctions imposed by the EU against Russia; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34521/14]

17/09/2014WRP04100511. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
market support measures he will introduce to support pig farmers whose incomes are being im-
pacted severely by the Russian ban on pig meat; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34685/14]

17/09/2014WRP04200515. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
discussions that have been held at official and political level since the end of June with the Rus-
sian authorities in respect of restrictions imposed on the export of offal products from Ireland; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34689/14]

17/09/2014WRP04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 434, 482, 486, 511 and 515 together.

The value in € million of Ireland’s trade in agricultural products with Russia since 2008 is 
set out in the table below.   

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Exports 70 42 120 154 176 235 
Imports 8.7 4.1 4.3 1.7 7.0 12.6 
The main products exported to Russia in 2013 were tea extracts, pigmeat, dairy products, 

seafood, beverages, beef offal and pedigree animals (mainly pigs). Imports from Russia were 
largely made up of cereals and animal feed.

Not all agricultural products were affected by the Presidential ban. Tea extract, infant for-
mula, casein and beverages are not subject to the trade restrictions. Moreover, Russia had al-
ready imposed a blanket ban on exports of pig-meat from the EU earlier in the year arising 
from an African Swine fever outbreak in Eastern Europe. There were also existing temporary 
restrictions in place on certain Irish plants producing dairy products, beef, beef offal and sea-
food arising from a Russian audit visit earlier this year so that the effect of the Presidential ban 
was incremental. My Department and the Irish Embassy in Moscow have been heavily engaged 
with the Russian authorities on this matter and are submitting the required corrective actions to 
have these temporary restrictions lifted as soon as possible.   

Having said that, the closure of the Russian market is clearly a matter of concern for Irish 
producers. Last year Irish agri-food exports to this market accounted for 2.5% of our total agri-
food exports. We had identified Russia as a major strategic market for Irish dairy produce in 
particular. Indeed we had seen significant increases of all food and drink exports to Russia over 
the past four years and we had hoped to build on this trade in the coming years. Coming on 
top of the series of restrictive measures taken by the Russian authorities earlier in 2014 which 
affected our exports of pigmeat, in particular, to Russia, the Presidential ban was a significant 
setback to our strategic plans. 

Apart from the direct effect of the loss of the Russian market, the big issue for Ireland is 
the displacement effect on European exports and the need to find alternative markets.  There 
is no doubt that the loss of a market as large as Russia will have knock-on effects for all EU 
producers. While the impact on some sectors is immediate, I am alert to the potential impact of 
a longer-term ban across all sectors including beef and pigmeat.   

The response to the Russian restrictions is being taken at a number of different levels.   

Immediately upon announcement of the Presidential ban, I asked Bord Bia to establish an 
advice line to make the most up to date information available to Irish companies exporting to 
Russia. This dedicated support unit is assisting companies with regard to the trading situation 
and in progressing opportunities elsewhere. I and my Department are making strenuous efforts 
to create other market opportunities for Irish agri-food exports and last month we were success-
ful in securing the opening of the Philippines to exports of Irish beef, pigmeat and sheepmeat 
and the Vietnamese market for Irish pigmeat. These are key markets in South East Asia which 
have been identified by Irish exporters as being of major strategic importance. This is, of neces-
sity, a long-term strategy. Later this year I will be undertaking a trade mission to China. China is 
a crucially important growth market for Irish food and drinks with vast import potential across 
a number of agricultural sectors. 
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In the meanwhile, my officials, including the agricultural attaché I appointed to Moscow 
last year continue to liaise at official level with the Russian authorities to resolve any techni-
cal issues still outstanding so that exports can flow freely once the current political situation is 
resolved and relations normalised.   

As the Presidential ban applies to the EU as a whole, an EU-wide response is warranted.  
At the beginning of the month I attended an extraordinary meeting of EU agriculture ministers 
to discuss the matter. In that regard, I would acknowledge the prompt efforts made by the EU 
Commission to date to address the immediate problems caused by the market closure, both in 
the fruit and vegetables and dairy sectors. For Ireland, the expanded timeframe for application 
of aids to private storage for butter and skimmed milk powder and the extension of this facil-
ity to cheese will certainly help to stabilise the situation. My Department is currently working 
closely with the Irish dairy industry to ensure that it is well placed to avail of the supports. I 
also welcome the additional allocation of €60 million of EU funding for CAP promotion pro-
grammes I hope that these programmes will be targeted at finding replacement markets. 

I have asked the Commission to continue to monitor the situation closely and to take prompt 
action, where appropriate. I also made clear at Council that there a number of tools available 
to us at EU level under the new Common Market regulation which we must be ready to deploy 
where required and where appropriate.  I have also called on the Commission to increase the ad-
vance payment, payable to farmers from 16th October next under the Direct Payments Scheme 
from the current 50%.

17/09/2014WRP04350Departmental Properties

17/09/2014WRP04400435. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the maintenance of a car park (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33828/14]

17/09/2014WRP04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The extent 
of my Department’s legal authority in respect of the property in question is not clear from the 
records currently available.  My Department is investigating all aspects of this matter including, 
but not limited to, current usage of all parts of the property. This investigation involves consul-
tation with other Government Departments and the Local Authority.   

My Department is making every effort to bring this matter to a conclusion as soon as pos-
sible.   

17/09/2014WRP04550Departmental Agencies Funding

17/09/2014WRP04600436. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount the Teagasc budget has been cut in the past four budgets. [32968/14]

17/09/2014WRP04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Teagasc is 
funded from annual exchequer grant in aid allocations and own generated income. Grant in aid 
is utilised for pay and pension costs, non-pay current expenditure, provision of training and 
education programmes and capital investment in buildings and equipment.  The following table 
profiles grant aid allocations over the past 4 budgets.   

Year €m 
2011 132.156 
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2012 128.460 
2013 121.838 
2014 119.210 
The savings in grant in aid expenditure largely reflect lower payroll costs due to reductions 

in staff numbers. 

Own income of approximately €40m per annum is earned from fees for research, advisory 
and training services; income from national and EU competitive research programmes; and 
revenue from farming activities and commodity levies. 

17/09/2014WRP04750Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRP04800437. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of recipients of the single farm payment in County Waterford and nationally; and the 
average payment that is received in County Waterford and nationally; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33002/14]

17/09/2014WRP04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data 
requested by the deputy are set out in the following table for 2013.  

 - No of Cases Paid Average Payment 
Waterford 2,377 €16,090.57 
Nationally 123,165 €9,712.83 

17/09/2014WRP04950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRP05000438. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive their agri-environment option 
scheme payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33034/14]

17/09/2014WRP05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 3) with 
effect from 1st May 2013.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. These 
checks have been successfully completed in respect of the 2013 Scheme year and full payment 
has issued to the person named - 75% payment issued on the 7th August 2014 and the balancing 
25% payment issued on the 8th September 2014.

17/09/2014WRP05150Agricultural Colleges Courses

17/09/2014WRP05200439. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to cater for the anticipated increase in demand for places for young farmers in agricul-
tural training colleges identified by Teagasc in order for young farmers to acquire the necessary 
qualifications to be eligible for various measures in the Common Agricultural Policy from 2015 
onwards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33082/14]

17/09/2014WRP05300454. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to the demand for an online distance learning course (details 
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supplied) which is designed for graduates who already hold a non-agricultural major award at 
FETAC level 6 or higher; the action he will take to meet this demand; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33808/14]

17/09/2014WRP05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 439 and 454 together.

Under the Agricultural (Research, Training and Advice) Act, 1988, Teagasc has statutory 
responsibility for the delivery of education and training programmes to the agriculture sector. 

The configuration of the new Single Farm Payment Scheme to prioritise support for young 
farmers has resulted in a temporary additional demand for Teagasc FETAC Level 6 Courses 
from applicants for the National Reserve and Young Farmer Scheme this autumn.   

Given the exceptional nature of the demand, my Department in consultation with the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform has agreed that Teagasc can recruit 20 temporary 
teaching staff over 24 months to enable young farmers attain the necessary qualifications and 
thus qualify for payment under the National Reserve and Young Farmers Scheme. 

It is expected that recruitment costs would be fully self financed from student education 
fees. Teagasc will also explore other available options to meet demand including the use of 
education sub-contractors to deliver specific course modules.   

In addition to the above posts, my Department has approved a number of other mission criti-
cal appointments in the Teagasc education function over the past few years to enable Teagasc 
maximise student participation in agricultural education. 

17/09/2014WRP05450Animal Welfare

17/09/2014WRP05500440. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on whether Wicklow County Council overstepped its remit under the Control of Horses Act on 
4 December 2013 by seizing 63 horses from private lands, in the National Asset Management 
Agency, at a cost of approximately €60,000 to the taxpayer, where the owner of the horses had 
used that land for 25 years by agreement with the previous landowner and the animals were not 
causing any nuisance or danger. [33105/14]

17/09/2014WRP05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Control of Horses Act 1996 the Oireachtas has given Local Authorities extensive powers, in-
cluding powers for the enactment of bye-laws for the control and welfare of horses in the local 
authorities’ functional area and, by extension, protection of persons and property. My Depart-
ment provides financial support to local authorities to assist their work in implementing the Act. 
In the case in question, Wicklow County Council acted within its powers under the Control 
of Horses Act. Matters relating to land ownership should be taken up directly with Wicklow 
County Council. 

17/09/2014WRP05650TB Eradication Scheme

17/09/2014WRP05700441. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine not 
to spend €2 million killing badgers and research properly the cause of the spread of bovine TB; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33150/14]

17/09/2014WRP05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s TB 
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Eradication Programme has for many years incorporated the results of broad-based scientific 
research on all aspects of the disease including, but not limited to, the role of badgers. In par-
ticular, my Department has and continues to sponsor relevant research by the Centre for Veteri-
nary Epidemiology and Risk Analysis (CVERA) based within the University College Dublin 
School of Veterinary Medicine. In addition, my Department, together with CVERA, has devel-
oped long standing collaborative links with research institutions in Australia, New Zealand and 
North America and conducts and publishes research on many aspects of tuberculosis surveil-
lance, tuberculin testing and the effectiveness of various policies. CVERA’s scientific publi-
cations are available on their website: http://www.ucd.ie/cvera/biennialreports/.  The wildlife 
policy itself has been developed in response to such research conducted over the years which 
has demonstrated that the eradication of the disease is not a practicable proposition until the 
reservoir of infection in badgers is addressed. Capturing of badgers takes place in areas where 
serious outbreaks of TB have been identified in cattle herds and where Department veterinar-
ians have found following an epidemiological examination that badgers are the likely source of 
infections. 

In tandem with this, my Department continues to sponsor research and trials into developing 
a vaccination programme to control TB in badgers, thus improving the overall health status of 
that species, and break infection link to cattle. The research to date has demonstrated that oral 
vaccination of badgers in a captive environment with BCG vaccine generates high levels of 
protective immunity against bovine TB. Current research continues with a view to confirming 
that such a protective effect holds true in the wild population. 

The ultimate objective is to incorporate badger vaccination into the TB eradication pro-
gramme when data is available to ensure that it can be incorporated in an optimally effective 
and sustainable manner. A number of field trials are ongoing with this objective in mind, but it 
is anticipated that it will be a number of years before a viable oral delivery method can be put 
in place and, therefore, targeted badger removals will continue in the medium term. 

17/09/2014WRP05850Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRP05900442. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 
2013 to 31 December 2013, and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of 
staff expected to leave in 2014, and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff 
expected to leave in 2015, and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
leave in 2016, and the annual savings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33197/14]

17/09/2014WRP06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment between 1 July 2013 
and 31 December 2013 was 34 (31.20 full time equivalents ), with an expected annual saving 
of €1,549,035. The number of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employ-
ment between 1 January 2014 and 31 August 2014 was 72 (69.79 full time equivalent ), with a 
expected annual saving of €3,856,257.  The number of staff expected to retire between 1 Sep-
tember 2014 and 31 December 2014 will be 19 with an expected annual saving of €1,262,108.  
In 2015, 46 members of staff will retire due to age regulations, and in 2016, 58 members of staff 
will retire due to age regulations. It is currently not known how many other staff members may 
leave the Department during this two year period. It is not possible therefore to give an estimate 
on numbers and cost for 2015 and 2016.

While a saving is attributable to each year’s retirements, some, if not all these vacancies, 
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will need to be filled.   

‘ Does not include staff transferred or redeployed to other Departments.

17/09/2014WRQ00150Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRQ00200443. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected 
annual costs arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33214/14]

17/09/2014WRQ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
of new staff hired in the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine for 1 July 2013 to 
31 December 2013 was 14 Full Time Equivalents (FTE) with a current annual cost of €546, 
821.520, and for January – August 2014 was 11 FTE with a current annual cost of €384,590.74.  
This Department is currently involved in a Workforce Planning process in which the future 
staffing needs for DAFM will be forecasted for 2015 – 2017. The Workforce Plan will take into 
account any potential changes in the nature of work carried out by the Department in the com-
ing years, which is likely to impact on the level of staffing required.   

To assist with succession planning, the Workforce Plan will look at the relevant skills and 
competencies needed for each post and consideration will be given to methods other than re-
cruitment, when considering how to fill posts e.g. training, mobility etc. Until the Workforce 
Planning process has been completed it is difficult to assess the level of recruitment which will 
be necessary in 2015 - 2016. 

17/09/2014WRQ00350Farm Inspections

17/09/2014WRQ00400444. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 300 of 15 October 2013 if he will review the answer given 
in view of the fact that it has now been proven to be incorrect; the reason a fine was adminis-
tered in this case in view of the fact that it was subsequently repaid; the way it was determined 
that there was an intentional over-declaration of 20% in this case; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33253/14]

17/09/2014WRQ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 2012 
Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme application was selected for a Ground Eli-
gibility inspection.  This inspection initially identified discrepancies between the area declared 
and the area found resulting in an intentional over-declaration in area of greater than 20% being 
determined. This resulted in no payment being made in respect of the Single Payment Scheme 
and in addition an administrative fine was applied.

The person named sought a review of this decision and during this review process the ap-
plication of the administrative fine was examined. Following a review of the applicable EU 
legislation and the receipt of legal advice from my Department’s Legal Services Division, it 
was determined that the application of the administrative fine was incorrect given that the area 
of the intentional non-compliance was less than 3%.  Following this determination, arrange-
ments were immediately put in place to refund the value of the administrative fine applied.  The 
amount of €56,640.64 issued to the person named on 20 December 2013. 
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17/09/2014WRQ00550Turbary Rights

17/09/2014WRQ00600445. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the timeline in which he expects to bring to conclusion the ownership entitlement of bog plot 
holders in a scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33415/14]

17/09/2014WRQ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Preliminary 
work was commenced a number of years ago on the formulation of a scheme for the allotment 
of over one hundred turbary plots in Kilbride Bog.  Considerable resources are required both 
administratively and on the ground to fully operate a scheme of this kind and completion of 
the scheme has not been possible in the last number of years.  Available resources are currently 
deployed in the most efficient manner possible but it is not possible to provide a timeline for the 
completion of this turbary scheme at the present time. 

17/09/2014WRQ00750Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRQ00800446. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding land payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33424/14]

17/09/2014WRQ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Land de-
clared under the Single Payment Scheme is required to be eligible, as defined, in the given year 
of application.  Applicants are advised to only apply on eligible land; furthermore, in order to 
receive full payment, an applicant is required to declare one eligible hectare in respect of each 
payment entitlement held.  Land which previously had been deemed ineligible in one Scheme 
year may, of course, be deemed eligible in a subsequent Scheme year, where the necessary re-
medial works have been completed. 

17/09/2014WRQ00950Agriculture Schemes Appeals

17/09/2014WRQ01000447. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied). [33549/14]

17/09/2014WRQ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): To date, no 
appeal against the overpayment notified has been received by my Department. The applicant 
has been informed of this and has been made aware of the procedures to follow in order to make 
an appeal. 

17/09/2014WRQ01150Beef Industry

17/09/2014WRQ01200448. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the action that will be taken to help farmers involved in the suckler herd (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33550/14]

17/09/2014WRQ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am acutely 
aware of the challenges faced by suckler farmers in Ireland and the impact which declining 
beef prices have had on farm incomes in the sector in recent months.  Against this backdrop, I 
announced details of an investment package worth up to €40m in 2014 aimed at sustaining a 
critical mass in the suckler cow herd, the seedbed for our beef industry.  This package includes:
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- €23m for the Beef Genomics Scheme;   

- €10m for the Beef Data Programme;   

- €5m for the Beef Technology Adoption Programme; and

- €2m in residual payments under the Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme. 

I also invited key stakeholders, including farm organisations, beef processors and relevant 
state agencies, to a round table discussion on the future development of the beef sector on 17 
April and 3 June last. I am currently finalising a date for the autumn meeting of this roundtable.     

The Beef Roundtable discussions will reconvene quarterly to exchange intelligence on 
market developments and forecasts, including in relation to supply, demand, prices, product 
specifications, and retail changes. Resulting from the discussions in the Roundtable, I launched 
a public consultation on the possibility of legislating for the recognition of producer organisa-
tions in the beef sector, while I will also shortly launch a ‘Beef Pricewatch’ online tool to make 
price information more accessible and free of charge to farmers.

I am also mindful of reviewing the progress we have made in delivering on the Food Har-
vest strategy and developing new areas of strategic engagement into the future. With this in 
mind, I requested Mr. Michael Dowling, Chairman of the Beef 2020 Activation Group, to re-
view the implementation of the Activation Group’s report. Mr. Dowling’s report has been deliv-
ered, and I have asked roundtable participants to reflect on its recommendations. I have again in 
recent weeks met with farmers and processors, and I shortly expect to receive a comprehensive 
response to the Dowling report from the Meat industry. 

From a longer term strategic perspective, the need to maintain a viable suckler herd into the 
future is a core component of the draft €4 billion draft Rural Development Programme for the 
period to 2020. Under the new RDP, suckler farmers will be eligible for participation under a 
range of measures, including:

- a substantial new agri-environment/climate scheme (GLAS), which will build on the prog-
ress made under REPS and AEOS. This will provide for a maximum payment of €5,000 for up 
to 50,000 farmers and a further payment of up to €2,000 for a limited number of farmers who 
take on particularly challenging actions;

- continued strong support for disadvantaged areas (now known as Areas of Natural Con-
straint) to the tune of about €195 million per year;

- knowledge transfer and innovation measures, aimed at underpinning farm viability, sus-
tainability and growth through the adoption of best practice and innovative solutions in the beef 
sector;

- a new beef data and genomics measure worth up to €52 million per year aimed at improv-
ing the genetic quality of the suckler beef herd; and

- a separate strand of the support for on-farm capital investment will be ring-fenced for 
young farmers at a higher rate of aid intensity of 60%.

I am confident that this combined focus on both the immediate and longer term, together 
with ongoing engagement by state agencies such as Bord Bia and Teagasc, will ensure the sec-
tor remains on a sustainable footing.

17/09/2014WRQ01350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments
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17/09/2014WRQ01400449. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the 
balance of the agri-environment option scheme 3 will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33679/14]

17/09/2014WRQ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 3) with 
effect from 1st May 2013.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. These 
checks have been successfully completed in respect of the 2013 Scheme year and full payment 
has issued to the person named - 75% payment issued on the 11th July 2014 and the balancing 
25% payment issued on the 8th September 2014.   

17/09/2014WRQ01550Forestry Premium Payments

17/09/2014WRQ01600450. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
forestry payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33680/14]

17/09/2014WRQ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 2014 
annual forestry premium for this contract was paid 8th August 2014 and payments under the 
contract are now up to date. 

17/09/2014WRQ01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRQ01800451. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when out-
standing agri-environment option scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33681/14]

17/09/2014WRQ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 3) with 
effect from 1st May 2013.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. These 
checks have been successfully completed in respect of the 2013 Scheme year and full payment 
has issued to the person named - 75% payment issued on the 7th May 2014 and the balancing 
25% payment issued on the 8th September 2014.   

17/09/2014WRQ01950Single Payment Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WRQ02000452. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
decision on single farm payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33682/14]

17/09/2014WRQ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Single Payment scheme, in order to receive full payment, an applicant must declare one eligible 
hectare for each entitlement held.  Under the 2013 scheme, while the person named held 34.93 
entitlements, as he only declared 26.82 hectares of eligible lands, payment was made on the 
basis of the declaration made.  A review of the land parcels declared by the person named under 
the Single Payment Scheme in both 2012 and 2013 revealed that a number of the land parcels 
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declared contained ineligible features.  In order to clarify the position regarding the ineligible 
features my Department undertook a ground verification check.  The outcome of this check 
reduced the over-declaration in area in respect of the 2012 Scheme and the minor reduction in 
respect of the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was removed.  A letter detailing the outcome of 
the verification check issued to the person named on 7 July 2014; the person named was also 
informed of the right to appeal this decision to the independent LPIS Appeals Committee. I 
understand that no such appeal has been received to date.   

17/09/2014WRQ02150Single Payment Scheme Appeals

17/09/2014WRQ02200453. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if all area 
aid moneys due have been paid to a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. [33715/14]

17/09/2014WRQ02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
the land parcels declared by the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed 
that a number of the land parcels declared by the person named contained ineligible features.  
Following an appeal from the person named, a visit by a Department official to verify the posi-
tion was necessary to progress the matter. The person named was notified of the outcome of the 
inspection in a letter dated 26 May 2014 and advised of the right of appeal to the independently-
chaired LPIS Appeals Committee.  The results of the verification visit were processed and the 
SPS payment due issued on 16 June 2014.  To date, no appeal to the LPIS Appeal Committee 
has been received. 

  Question No. 454 answered with Question No. 439.

17/09/2014WRQ02550Fodder Crisis

17/09/2014WRQ02600455. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment under the imported fodder transport scheme will issue in respect of an organisation (de-
tails supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33820/14]

17/09/2014WRQ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In excess of 
18,000 farmers benefited under the Imported Fodder Transport Scheme, under which, to date, 
payments worth in excess of €2.7 million have issued, with total expenditure expected to be in 
the region of €2.9 million.  In light of the difficulties experienced by farmers in sourcing fodder 
supplies in April/May 2013, I announced the allocation of funding for an imported fodder trans-
port scheme, designed to reduce the cost to farmers of imported forage (hay, silage, haylage) 
from outside the island of Ireland.  The aid substantially covered the cost of transport into the 
country, thus reducing the cost to farmers of a bale of hay by approximately one third.  

While the Scheme operated through the co-operatives, marts and other approved agencies, 
the actual beneficiaries are the individual farmers and primary producers who needed urgent 
supplies of feed.  Operating the scheme in this manner was the quickest and most effective way 
of getting the fodder to those who needed it.

Of the 80 different concerns which participated in the Scheme, to date, all have submitted 
claims, of which 71 have been fully processed and paid in full, with a further 3 having received 
a 75% advance payment with the balancing payment due to issue to these concerns once all out-
standing issues are resolved.  The remaining 6 concerns are due payment are in direct contact 
with my Department and are working to resolve all outstanding issues.
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The advance payment did issue to the concern named and the balancing payment is in the 
process of being finalised and is expected to issue shortly.   

17/09/2014WRQ02750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRQ02800456. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an outstanding payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon; 
the reason for the delay in payments under this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33842/14]

17/09/2014WRQ02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 3) with 
effect from 1st May 2013.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  These 
checks have been successfully completed in respect of the 2013 Scheme year and full payment 
has issued to the person named - 75% payment issued on the 21st May 2014 and the balancing 
25% payment issued on the 8th September 2014.   

17/09/2014WRQ02950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRQ03000457. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) will receive their agri-environment option scheme 2 balancing pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33848/14]

17/09/2014WRQ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 
2) with effect from the 1st September 2011 and full entitlements have issued in respect of the 
2011 and 2012 Scheme years.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehen-
sive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, 
must be completed before any payment can issue. 

The checking process in respect of the 2013 Scheme year has been completed and 75% pay-
ment issued to the person named on the 10th March 2014. During these checks an issue was 
identified regarding the Natura action which Department officials are working to resolve. A 
review of the land declared by the person named under the Single Payment Scheme is currently 
being processed. Once these issues have been finalised, the application will be further pro-
cessed with the intention of issuing the balancing payment for 2013 at the earliest opportunity. 

17/09/2014WRQ03150Animal Welfare

17/09/2014WRQ03200458. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will respond to a query from a person (details supplied). [33932/14]

17/09/2014WRQ03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Control of Horses Act 1996, the Oireachtas has given Local Authorities extensive powers, in-
cluding powers for the enactment of bye-laws for the control and welfare of horses in the local 
authorities’ functional area and, by extension, protection of persons and property.  My Depart-
ment provides financial support to local authorities to assist their work in implementing the 
Act. In the case in question, Louth County Council has made bye-laws declaring the Cooley 



Questions - Written Answers

372

commonage a “control area” where all horses are required to be micro-chipped and licensed, 
with the objective of assisting with control of horses, particularly with regard to horses that are 
straying and or abandoned, so as to prevent injury or nuisance to persons, particularly hill walk-
ers or damage to property. 

17/09/2014WRQ03350Single Payment Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WRQ03400459. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding a single farm payment application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33967/14]

17/09/2014WRQ03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to 
comply with EU requirements, the named person’s 2013 Single Farm Payment /Disadvantaged 
Areas’ Scheme application was initially selected for a cross-compliance inspection. This in-
spection identified breaches in relation to sheep identification and registration requirements 
and also Good Agricultural & Environmental Conditions requirements.  This resulted in a 5% 
penalty being applied against the 2013 payments. The person named was notified of this deci-
sion on 2 September 2014 and of the right to seek a review of the decision.  In the event that the 
person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of any review the decision can be appealed to the 
independent Agriculture Appeals Office.  A 2013 ground eligibility inspection was subsequent-
ly carried out on the holding of the person named in July 2014. The outcome of the inspection 
is currently being processed and once completed the person named will be notified of any issues 
that may arise. This process will be finalised shortly and any 2013 scheme payments due will 
issue as soon as possible thereafter. 

17/09/2014WRQ03550Departmental Expenditure

17/09/2014WRQ03600460. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service, to which his De-
partment is a party; if he will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative 
arrangement; the duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of 
these administrative arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33996/14]

17/09/2014WRQ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is not party to any such administrative arrangements. 

17/09/2014WRQ03750Single Payment Scheme Appeals

17/09/2014WRQ03800461. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding an application under the single farm payment scheme in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and when payment will issue; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34070/14]

17/09/2014WRQ03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
the land parcels declared by the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed 
that one of the land parcels declared by the person named contained ineligible features.  Fol-
lowing an appeal from the person named, a visit by a Department official to verify the position 
was necessary to progress the matter, the results of which are now being finalised.  In the event 
of a successful outcome to this appeal a re-calculation of the application of the person will take 
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place and if applicable, payment will subsequently issue.  In the event that the person named 
is dissatisfied with the outcome of this verification check, the decision can be appealed to the 
independently-chaired LPIS Appeals Committee. 

17/09/2014WRQ03950Land Parcel Identification System

17/09/2014WRQ04000462. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide details on the number of overclaim cases currently with the land parcel iden-
tification section; the average processing time in resolving these cases; the number of County 
Tipperary farmers awaiting a decision in their cases; his views that these delays are acceptable; 
if he will take steps to tackle these backlogs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34153/14]

17/09/2014WRQ04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data 
sought by the Deputy are currently being compiled and will be furnished directly to the Deputy 
immediately it becomes available.  Under the Terms & Conditions of the Direct Aid Schemes, 
which includes the Single Payment Scheme, farmers are obliged to declare only eligible land 
when making their applications, are to exclude ineligible features such as roads, buildings, 
farmyards, dense scrub, etc.  These claims are then recorded on the Department’s Land Parcel 
Identification System (LPIS).  Given the importance of the LPIS database in underpinning di-
rect aid payments worth in excess of €1.5 billion annually, my Department is obliged under EU 
Regulations to ensure its accuracy.   

Following consultation with the EU Commission, as part of the normal Accounting process, 
my Department was requested to undertake a complete review of the LPIS database.  This has 
resulted in the necessity to adjust parcels of a significant number of applicants, where it was 
established that some ineligible features had been included. In certain circumstances these ad-
justments are giving rise to penalties.   

A comprehensive review and appeals process has been implemented to ensure that the cases 
of individual farmers are fully scrutinised. In the first instance, a farmer, who finds himself or 
herself in this position, can seek a review of the original decision by Department officials. If 
they are not happy with the outcome of the review, they can submit an appeal to the indepen-
dently-chaired LPIS Appeals Committee.   

The LPIS Review process initiated by my Department consisted on a review of all of the 
eligible land parcels in the LPIS database, as declared by farmers under the 2013 Single Pay-
ment Scheme, the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes. In total, 
the Review covered in excess of 132,000 applicants and the land parcels declared by them as 
eligible for payment under one of more of the above-mentioned Schemes.   

It is important to note that there are some positive outcomes of the current Review from 
a farmer’s point of view. In the first instance, as I already announced, the number of payment 
entitlements which farmers will be granted under the Basic Payment Scheme in 2015 will be 
based on the 2013 eligible land or in 2015 if it is lower.  This means that farmers, who have 
ineligible land deducted in 2013 as part of this Review, will be protected under the new Regime 
as their entitlements will be based on the actual eligible land in 2013. In addition, it also means 
that farmers, who are contributing to the convergence process by having reductions applied to 
their entitlements, will not see part of the funds used to make payments on ineligible lands. 

A deliberate decision was taken late last year not to delay payments to those farmers whose 
payments were due to be subject to reduction following the outcome of the Review; rather, the 
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payments issued with the sums in question deducted, the farmers concerned being then advised 
of the reductions and the appeals process.  This course of action was specifically designed to 
ensure that there was no undue delay in issuing payments, while also ensuring that farmers were 
aware of the appeals process.

17/09/2014WRQ04150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRQ04200463. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the 
balance of 25% payments of the agri-environment option scheme will issue to farmers; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34161/14]

17/09/2014WRQ04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Area-based 
schemes under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-13, are subject to EU Regulations 
which require detailed administrative checks on all applications, including cross checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, to be completed before payments can issue.  These rig-
orous procedures, together with on-farm inspections, apply to a number of scheme payments 
including the Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS), and are necessary to ensure that 
applications meet the scheme conditions and cross-compliance requirements.  In line with the 
governing Regulations, payments issue in two tranches, 75% payment and 25% payment.  Pay-
ments have been made under both tranches for 2013 and continue to issue on an ongoing basis.  
Any outstanding payments are largely due to unresolved queries associated with applications 
and in most instances officials in my Department will have contacted the applicants concerned 
with the intention of issuing payment as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRQ04350Coillte Teoranta Lands

17/09/2014WRQ04400464. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of land at Kilcooley Estate, County Tipperary that Coillte owns or has owned in the past 
ten years; and the details of leasing or sales arrangements on any Coillte lands at that address. 
[34165/14]

17/09/2014WRQ04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as the management of their forest estate, are the responsi-
bility of the company.  The company has, however, advised that Coillte disposed of its leasehold 
of 402.92 hectares of land and trees at Kilcooley Estate, County Tipperary.  Coillte further ad-
vised that contracts were issued in March 2011 and the transaction completed on 16th Decem-
ber 2013.     

17/09/2014WRQ04550Coillte Teoranta Staff

17/09/2014WRQ04600465. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide details of the property advisers used by Coillte; the measures in place to prevent a 
conflict of interest in their roles as auctioneers, solicitors and so on and in their role as Coillte 
advisers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34166/14]

17/09/2014WRQ04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as the engagement of advisors as outlined in the question, 
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are the responsibility of the company.  The company has, however, advised that Coillte uses a 
panel of property advisors across its business to ensure that the company secures the best return 
on any transaction in which it is involved.  The company also advised that the roles and remit of 
such advisors are clearly defined and described in the commercial arrangements Coillte make 
with them to advise and support Coillte in its business.

17/09/2014WRQ04750Forestry Sector

17/09/2014WRQ04800466. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans regarding the expansion of the forestry industry for the development of a domestic bio-
mass supply chain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34167/14]

17/09/2014WRQ04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Domestic 
forest-based biomass makes a significant contribution to renewable energy provision.  My De-
partment has estimated that in 2013, 1.2 million cubic metres, or 34% of the annual harvest 
was used for energy purposes, an increase of 14% on the 2012 figure.  Our projections are that 
by 2020 the forest-based biomass contribution will rise to 1.5 million cubic metres per annum.  
There are a number of measures in place to support the expansion of the biomass supply chain, 
including grant aid for forest road construction to support early thinning and biomass mobilisa-
tion, as well as funding for the forest energy research programme based at Waterford Institute 
of Technology.  My Department also provides grant aid to support the Wood Fuel Quality As-
surance Scheme, which aims to provide consumers with quality assured wood fuels. On the 
demand side the REFIT tariff for biomass CHP and the carbon tax provide incentives for the 
use of wood fuels. We are also working in close collaboration with the Department of Commu-
nications, Energy and Natural Resources regarding plans to expand forest-based biomass use. 
The recently published Draft forestry programme also includes a proposed grant aid measure 
called forestry for fibre, which is aimed at the establishment and maintenance of forests geared 
towards forest-based biomass production. At the wider level, the continuation of grant aid sup-
port for afforestation, and for thinning of broadleaves will also contribute to the development 
of domestic biomass supply chains. 

17/09/2014WRQ04950Bovine Disease Controls

17/09/2014WRQ05000467. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding compensation for calves diagnosed with bovine viral diarrhoea, BVD, 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34227/14]

17/09/2014WRQ05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment provides support measures for farmers under the Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) pro-
gramme.  In view of the limited financial resources available and the early payback in dairy 
herds it was decided in 2013 to focus the support measures on second and subsequent persis-
tently infected (PI) calves removed from suckler herds. In the case of the farmer (details sup-
plied) an application was received in August, 2013 seeking compensation for removal of P.I. 
calves from his herd.  The application was processed and as the dams of the animals in question 
were from dairy breeds no compensation was payable. 

17/09/2014WRQ05150Beef Industry

17/09/2014WRQ05200468. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if in 
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view of the serious income crises in the beef sector, he will consider bringing forward payment 
of the single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34228/14]

17/09/2014WRQ05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The timing 
of the Single Farm Payment is of critical importance to farmers and the wider rural economy, 
given that it represents in excess of €1.2 billion of the €1.6 billion that is paid out annually in 
direct aid.  The SFP forms a significant part of the annual income of farmers in Ireland, in many 
cases it is used to subsidise the running costs of the farming enterprise and is, therefore, greater 
than the net farm income in those cases.  I am particularly conscious of the need to improve the 
cash flow on these farms.  In the case of the Single Farm Payment, I can confirm that advance 
payments valued at over €500,000 million will commence on 16th October.  My Department 
will make every effort to maximise the number of applicants cleared for payment on that date 
and will continue regular payment runs for cases as they are fully processed for payment there-
after.  As in previous years the balancing payment will commence on 1st December.   

17/09/2014WRQ05350Land Parcel Identification System

17/09/2014WRQ05400469. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide an update on the land parcel identification system; the number of appeals made; 
the number of cases completed as at 1 September 2014; the number of cases currently been 
examined and the number of cases still waiting for their review to commence on a county basis; 
the principal reasons for the delay and the timescale for completion of all outstanding reviews 
and payments; the amount of money being withheld from applicants on a county basis; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34233/14]

17/09/2014WRQ05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data 
sought by the Deputy are currently being compiled and will be furnished directly to the Deputy 
immediately they become available.  Under the Terms & Conditions of the Direct Aid Schemes, 
which includes the Single Payment Scheme, farmers are obliged to declare only eligible land 
when making their applications, are to exclude ineligible features such as roads, buildings, 
farmyards, dense scrub, etc.  These claims are then recorded on the Department’s Land Parcel 
Identification System (LPIS).  Given the importance of the LPIS database in underpinning di-
rect aid payments worth in excess of €1.5 billion annually, my Department is obliged under EU 
Regulations to ensure its accuracy.   

Following consultation with the EU Commission, as part of the normal Accounting process, 
my Department was requested to undertake a complete review of the LPIS database. This has 
resulted in the necessity to adjust parcels of a significant number of applicants, where it was 
established that some ineligible features had been included.  In certain circumstances these ad-
justments are giving rise to penalties.   

A comprehensive review and appeals process has been implemented to ensure that the cases 
of individual farmers are fully scrutinised. In the first instance, a farmer, who finds himself or 
herself in this position, can seek a review of the original decision by Department officials. If 
they are not happy with the outcome of the review, they can submit an appeal to the indepen-
dently-chaired LPIS Appeals Committee.   

The LPIS Review process initiated by my Department consisted on a review of all of the 
eligible land parcels in the LPIS database, as declared by farmers under the 2013 Single Pay-
ment Scheme, the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes. In total, 
the Review covered in excess of 132,000 applicants and the land parcels declared by them as 
eligible for payment under one of more of the above-mentioned Schemes.   
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It is important to note that there are some positive outcomes of the current Review from 
a farmer’s point of view. In the first instance, as I already announced, the number of payment 
entitlements which farmers will be granted under the Basic Payment Scheme in 2015 will be 
based on the 2013 eligible land or in 2015 if it is lower. This means that farmers, who have 
ineligible land deducted in 2013 as part of this Review, will be protected under the new Regime 
as their entitlements will be based on the actual eligible land in 2013. In addition, it also means 
that farmers, who are contributing to the convergence process by having reductions applied to 
their entitlements, will not see part of the funds used to make payments on ineligible lands. 

A deliberate decision was taken late last year not to delay payments to those farmers whose 
payments were due to be subject to reduction following the outcome of the Review; rather, the 
payments issued with the sums in question deducted, the farmers concerned being then advised 
of the reductions and the appeals process. This course of action was specifically designed to 
ensure that there was no undue delay in issuing payments, while also ensuring that farmers were 
aware of the appeals process.   

17/09/2014WRQ05550Employment Data

17/09/2014WRQ05600470. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the increase that has taken place in employment in agriculture, forestry and marine in the two 
years to the second quarter of 2014 broken down by NUTS 2 and NUTS 3 regions; the sectors 
in which this increase has occurred; the causes of this increase; the steps taken to sustain this 
increase in employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34473/14]

17/09/2014WRQ05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The CSO’s 
Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) shows that there was an annual increase in em-
ployment of 1.7%, or 31,600, in the year to the second quarter of 2014, bringing total employ-
ment to 1,901,600. Employment increased in ten of the fourteen economic sectors over the year 
and fell in four.  The published annual increase recorded in Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing was 
+6.2%, or 6,400, giving a total of 109,800.  However, the CSO has advised that due to neces-
sary changes in the sampling framework introduced incrementally to reflect the 2011 Census of 
Population, the first fully valid year-on-year comparisons for the agriculture sector will only be 
available from Q4 2014.   

The table below sets out the employment figures for the total agri-food sector (including 
primary agriculture, forestry and fishing, as well as food, beverage and wood processing) and 
calculates its share of total employment by NUTS 2 and NUTS 3 region for Q2 2014.  This 
shows, for example, that while the agri-food sector accounted for 9% of total employment in 
the State, it accounted for 14% of employment in the BMW region. 

These figures underline the importance of the sector at a regional level, as well as the op-
portunities for further development which the implementation of Food Harvest 2020 will bring. 

QNHS data, Q2 2014   

- All Employment Agri-Food Sector* % of Total 
Border 185 27.2 15% 
Midland 114 16.5 15% 
West 178 22.1 12% 
Border, Midlands & 
Western 

477 65.8 14% 
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Dublin 576 9.7 2% 
Mid-East 229 16.2 7% 
Mid-West 148 16.5 11% 
South-East 199 28.7 14% 
South-West 273 31.2 11% 
Southern & Eastern 1,425 102.4 7% 
State 1,902 168.2 9% 
* NACE 01, 02, 03, 10, 11, 16    

17/09/2014WRR00150Rural Development Programme Funding

17/09/2014WRR00200471. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total profiled expenditure for 2014 for the REPS and AEOS schemes broken down by scheme; 
the expected expenditure under these schemes and the GLAS scheme next year broken down 
by scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34474/14]

17/09/2014WRR00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The total 
profiled expenditure for 2014 for REPS is €123m and for AEOS is €61m and it is expected that 
the entire allocation for these Schemes will be spent in 2014.  The budgetary process for 2015 
is currently underway and the allocation of monies for REPS, AEOS and GLAS will be decided 
as part of that process.   

17/09/2014WRR00350Agriculture Schemes Eligibility

17/09/2014WRR00400472. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
farmers with commonage that is classified as marginal land will be required to prove that they 
keep stock on this commonage in order to receive payment under the areas of natural constraint, 
ANC, scheme in 2015 and subsequent years; the nature of the proof of stocking commonages 
that will be required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34476/14]

17/09/2014WRR00500483. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
estimated number of farmers who have commonage land at present, which had commonage 
framework plans prepared on them, and are in receipt of the single farm payment and the dis-
advantaged payment and do not put stock on the commonage; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34509/14]

17/09/2014WRR00600492. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
farmers with commonage and marginal land will have to carry stock on this land; the period of 
the year that will be required to entitle them to the single farm payment and the disadvantaged 
area payment or areas of natural constraint, ANC, from next year on; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34531/14]

17/09/2014WRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 472, 483 and 492 together. 

Commonage lands form an important part of the farming enterprises of many farmers, in ad-
dition to being crucial from the point of view of bio-diversity, wildlife, amenities and tourism. 
A total of some 14,936 farmers declare commonage land under the Single Payment Scheme and 
the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme.   
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They form a significant area of the lands declared annually by farmers in Ireland for the pur-
poses of claiming the Single Farm Payment, the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other Direct 
Payment Schemes, with approximately 7% of the lands declared are commonage lands. How-
ever, there is a growing risk of land abandonment on commonages as under-grazing becomes 
more of a problem. Farming of commonages is a complex matter, with issues about the legal 
right to claim, in addition to regular disputes about the grazing of the commonages. 

In the case of the treatment of commonage lands under the 2014 Direct Payment Schemes, 
the situation remains unchanged. From 2015 onwards, a minimum grazing requirement, equiv-
alent to at least one ewe per 1.5 hectares, will be required of all those applicants declaring mar-
ginal lands including commonage under the Basic Payment Scheme and the Areas of Natural 
Constraints Scheme. A lower grazing level will be fixed for marginal lands where it is necessary 
on environmental grounds. These requirements will be expected to be met by all claimants by 
end December 2015. The extent of this task should not be underestimated and my stated in-
tention is that this will be only achieved by working with the farmers concerned and all other 
stakeholders.

With a view to having a system to meet the requirements of the Basic Payment Scheme 
and Areas of Natural Constraint, which will be implemented in 2015, my Department will be 
writing to all commonage claimants in the coming weeks setting out their individual grazing 
requirements for marginal lands. The claimants will have the right, if they consider that the fig-
ures provided would not meet the requirements of their commonage, to submit an assessment 
by a professional planner providing alternative figures.   

Above the minimum stocking level of one ewe per 1.5 hectares, the management of the 
grazing requirement is a matter for the individual claimants, provided that the commonage is 
kept in good agricultural and environmental condition and meets all the requirements for both 
the BPS and ANC schemes. 

17/09/2014WRR00750Rural Development Programme Funding

17/09/2014WRR00800473. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in 
view of the concerns raised in the draft Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 regarding 
the relative position of farmers and the major multiples, the measures proposed in the pro-
gramme to address this imbalance; the other steps that he is proposing in this regard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34477/14]

17/09/2014WRR00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The process 
of developing the draft RDP has been a lengthy and complex one. As part of this process a 
comprehensive Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) analysis, a needs 
assessment, and multiple stages of stakeholder consultations were carried out. This analysis 
served to provide a comprehensive outline of the policy context and environment underpinning 
the draft RDP submitted to the EU Commission in July, 2014.  One particular issue which arose 
as part of this process is the position of farmers and primary producers in the market place. In 
recognition of this issue, the draft RDP includes provision for support to artisan food produc-
ers, regional product development, and marketing and processing support for particular sectors. 
These supports are to be delivered via the LEADER mechanism, and an allocation of €15m has 
been set aside for them.   

Similarly, an initiative which has the potential for strengthening the position of producers in 
the supply chain is the development of Producer Organisations. Producer Organisations provide 
a vehicle for producers to co-ordinate and collaborate in areas such as quality improvement, 
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product development, promotion and marketing. In addition to providing for the possibility to 
recognise Producer Organisations in the dairy sector in the near future, my Department has also 
initiated a consultation process to consider how Producer Organisations might also contribute 
to a more sustainable supply chain in the beef sector. The deadline for receipt of comments 
through this consultation process is 19th September 2014, and I would welcome a contribution 
from any stakeholder to that process.   

It is also important to note that the Consumer Protection and Competition Bill will com-
mence on 31 October 2014. This Bill provides for the statutory regulation of certain practices 
in the grocery sector in the form of regulations with associated sanctions and new investigation 
and enforcement powers.  The regulations will prohibit many unfair practices including the 
compelling of payments for the allocation and retention of shelf space and compelling a sup-
plier to obtain any goods or services from particular third parties.  

17/09/2014WRR00950Rural Development Programme Projects

17/09/2014WRR01000474. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
participants in the GLAS scheme will be required to take part in the knowledge transfer pro-
gramme; if they do participate in the two schemes, if they will be entitled to the full payment 
under both schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34478/14]

17/09/2014WRR01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Knowledge 
Transfer, as proposed in Ireland’s draft Rural Development Programme is a scheme that will 
result in the transfer of expertise to farmers across six different sectors. Participating farmers 
will attend a minimum number of knowledge exchange meetings and also complete a Farm Im-
provement Plan in conjunction with a qualified advisor. This is a separate scheme to GLAS and 
if farmers are involved in both, they will receive the appropriate payment under both.  However, 
there is also a separate requirement under GLAS for all participants to attend dedicated training 
courses on the various environmental actions laid out in the new GLAS scheme. Participants 
will receive separate payment for such training, to cover the cost of attendance, and this will be 
over and above what is paid to them under GLAS itself.

17/09/2014WRR01150Rural Development Programme Funding

17/09/2014WRR01200475. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
schemes that could have had an advance payment to beneficiaries of up to 50% of funding as 
part of their provisions if assistance as provided for in Article 45(4) had been included in the 
RDP; the reason this was not provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34479/14]

17/09/2014WRR01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Article 45(4) 
of the Rural Development regulation states that: “Beneficiaries of investment related support 
may request the payment of an advance of up to 50% of the public aid related to the invest-
ment from the competent paying agencies if that option is included in the rural development 
programme.”   

The provision applies to investment related support under Article 17 of the Rural Develop-
ment regulation. This includes the Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme II (TAMS II), 
the Bioenergy scheme, and possibly the GLAS Traditional Farm Buildings Scheme.  This op-
tion is currently not provided for in Ireland’s draft Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2014 
-2020.
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Under TAMS, entitlement to payment of the grant only arises when the investment item is 
purchased and full compliance with the provisions of the Scheme has been verified.   Payment 
of an advance prior to that date would probably require the provision of a financial security by 
a farmer to ensure recoupment of the advance in case the item was not purchased.  This would 
not be a feasible option.   

Historically the Department has not issued advanced payments to beneficiaries for on farm 
capital investment schemes, either for EU or nationally funded capital investment schemes. Al-
lowing for this option would result in an increase in administrative and control requirements. 
Nevertheless it is intended to keep this possibility under review as the new Programme is rolled 
out and in the light of practical experience in operating the new measures.   

17/09/2014WRR01350Natura 2000

17/09/2014WRR01400476. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason that there is a minimum stocking level of 0.5 LU per hectare laid down in the organic 
farming scheme; his plans to give a derogation from this requirement to farmers farming moun-
tain type land as defined for the purposes of the disadvantaged areas scheme and proposed 
ANC scheme or where stocking prescriptions of less than 0.5 LU are laid down by the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service in Natura 2000 sites; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34480/14]

17/09/2014WRR01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland is 
self-sufficient in the production of organic red meat for the home market but there is clear po-
tential to develop the export market further. For example, in the conventional sector 90% of the 
beef produced is exported and in the organic sector there is clearly scope to export a multiple 
of what we consume at home. The challenge is to increase the scale and regularity of supply 
from producers here at home.  It is for this reason that my Department has included a minimum 
stocking level of 0.5 LU per hectare in the Organic Farming Scheme to encourage producers to 
respond to the market demand for organically produced food. This is not a new requirement – 
the exact same provision formed part of the Organic Farming Scheme under the previous Rural 
development Programme. 

However, the over-riding objective of the Organic Farming Scheme is to promote systems 
of farming which are in harmony with the environment. Where it is clear that a stocking density 
of 0.5 LU per hectare is not in the best environmental interest, my Department is prepared to 
look at these instances on a case-by-case basis. 

17/09/2014WRR01550Agriculture Schemes Data

17/09/2014WRR01600477. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
any examination was carried out using standard output data from the Central Statistics Office 
Census of agriculture and data from Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine data bases 
to determine relative disadvantage on a district electoral division, DED, basis; whether this in-
formation could be used to calibrate the payment rates for areas of natural constraint, ANC, and 
the disadvantaged areas scheme between more severely handicapped, lowland, less severely 
handicapped, lowland, and mountain type land in a similar way to the method used in relation 
to this data to determine payment rates for the overall ANC scheme by comparing the same data 
between DEDs containing designated land with DEDs containing no designated lands; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34481/14]
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17/09/2014WRR01700478. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
relative rates of areas of natural constraint, ANC, payment in the three types of designation for 
the ANC scheme, namely, more severely handicapped, less severely handicapped and mountain 
type grazing; if the payments in each designated area was paid out on the same basis as is used 
to calculate the overall level of disadvantage in these areas allowing that the overall allocation 
for the ANC scheme would remain as provided for in the plan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34482/14]

17/09/2014WRR01800479. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
objective criteria based on natural constraint used to determine the proposed rates of areas of 
natural constraint, ANC, and the disadvantaged areas scheme payments in 2014; if he is satis-
fied that the rate of payment reflects the relative natural constraint in each type of designated 
area, namely, severely, less severely and mountain type; if the methodology outlined in the 
rural development plan was used for the purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34483/14]

17/09/2014WRR01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 477 to 479, inclusive, together. 

Following a review at EU level the Less Favoured Areas Scheme was replaced as part of 
the overall agreement on the CAP Reform Package. The new Scheme, to be known as Areas 
of Natural Constraint, is to be delineated by Member States using soil and climatic criteria, as 
proposed by the Commission, as follows:

-  Climate, including Low Temperature and Heat Stress;

-  Soil, including Drainage, Texture & Stoniness, Rooting Depth and Chemical Properties;

-  Soil & Climate, including Soil Moisture Deficit (SMD);

-  Terrain, including Slope.   

In Ireland’s case, the three most relevant criteria are SMD (soil saturation), shallow/stony 
soils and slopes.   

An area (administrative unit) would be delineated as an area of Natural Handicap, when it 
meets the proposed threshold set for one of the above criteria only. The Commission are sug-
gesting the delineation be carried out a LAU2 level – DED in Ireland’s case. To qualify under 
the new system, an area will need to show that at least two-thirds of its utilised agricultural land 
meets at least one of these eight criteria.   

The resultant Areas of Natural Handicap would be subject to a fine-tuning process. These so 
called Second Stage Criteria are designed to remove areas which, although they meet the bio-
physical criteria, are deemed to have overcome the natural disadvantage and, therefore, should 
not benefit under the Scheme. 

The Review is an involved process, and, as such, will take some time to complete. Insofar 
as Ireland is concerned, our ability to delineate as required was dependent on the completion 
by Teagasc of their national Soil Survey, which was only recently finalised by Teagasc and of-
ficially launched this week. A process will be initiated by my Department of using the relevant 
data from the soil map, supplemented by climatic data to do the initial delineation. The outcome 
of this process must be subjected to significant and robust verification giving the importance 
of an area losing or gaining designation under the ANC Scheme. This verification will include 
ground truthing. It will be very important to ensure the final decisions are as accurate as pos-
sible given that it is not an exact scientific process. There is the provision that a Member State 
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could designate an area up to 10% of its land mass as areas of specific constraints. These could 
be areas that do not meet the two thirds threshold using one of the 8 criteria but exceeds that 
threshold when the impact of two criteria is accumulated. In any event, an appeals process will 
have to be in place to deal with appeals from any area that was not designated where it considers 
that it should have been. The delineation process is, therefore, likely to take some time before 
it is finally concluded.   

The ANC Scheme will be introduced in 2015 and will be subject to the provisions of the 
new RD Regulation (1305/2013). Pending the outcome of the Review and the implementation 
of the new designations, the aid can continue to be paid to farmers situated in the existing Less 
Favoured Areas pending the new delineation using the bio-physical criteria. It has provisionally 
being decided that the ANC Scheme will have a funding of €195 million per annum, which is 
the same as the 2013 and 2014 level of funding.

17/09/2014WRR01950Rural Development Policy

17/09/2014WRR02000480. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if it 
is permissible for farmers at present to be receiving payments under both the REP scheme or the 
AEOS scheme and the Burren farming for conservation scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34484/14]

17/09/2014WRR02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Participants 
in receipt of payments under the Burren Farming for Conservation Scheme may also partici-
pate in the Rural Environment Protection Scheme or the Agri-Environment Options Scheme. 
However if an identical commitment is carried under more than one Scheme it will be funded 
under one Scheme only. 

17/09/2014WRR02150Rural Development Plan

17/09/2014WRR02200481. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason there is no attributed cost to the cost for farmers in completing the carbon navigator with 
an approved advisor as this is an obligatory requirement of the RDP; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34485/14]

17/09/2014WRR02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The draft 
RDP was finalised by my Department and submitted to the European Commission on the 3rd of 
July 2014.  The shape of the various schemes proposed under the draft programme has not yet 
been finalised. This draft will now form the basis for a period of discussion with the Commis-
sion and the subsequent formal adoption of the RDP. Finalising the details of each scheme and 
securing approval for the Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 will be a priority for my 
Department in the coming months. It’s important to note that the RDP is of course co-funded 
by the European Commission and therefore all decisions on scheme design and implementation 
must be taken jointly with them. The role of the carbon navigator in emphasising the credibil-
ity of the Beef Data and Genomics Programme scheme to the European Commission will be 
crucial in helping to secure their support for the implementation of the scheme.  The SWOT 
analysis conducted as part of the Rural Development programming process clearly identified 
opportunities to build on Ireland’s green reputation internationally, and to capitalise on our high 
levels of carbon efficiency. At the same time, due to our high dependence on animal production 
systems, there are pressures to further reduce GHG emissions from the agriculture sector and 
to meet binding emission reduction targets established under the EU Effort Sharing Decision. 
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These opportunities and threats identified in the SWOT analysis are addressed through a 
variety of measures in the RDP, including the addition of the Carbon Navigator to the proposed 
Knowledge Transfer Groups and the Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP). The Car-
bon Navigator, developed by Teagasc and Bord Bia, allows farmers to understand how their 
farms produce greenhouse gases, identify mitigation capacity, and set targets and a pathway 
to reduce emissions. I believe the Carbon Navigator has a very positive contribution to make 
by bringing the science of climate change mitigation down to the level of the farm in a user 
friendly format. Crucially it also underlines the link between improving farm profit margins and 
climate change actions. The Carbon Navigator clearly demonstrates, to the farmer, the consid-
erable economic savings that can be achieved through climate change mitigation actions such 
as a longer grazing season or increased calving rates. 

The cost calculations developed for both the Knowledge Transfer groups and the BDGP 
are based on the cost incurred and income foregone for farmers involved in these measures. 
Under EU rules, and in line with good budgetary management, it is precluded from paying 
farmers for doing the same activity under two separate schemes. Given that all farmers in the 
Beef Knowledge Transfer groups will also be required to be in the Beef Data and Genomics 
Programme, there is a risk of double funding if the cost of the Carbon Navigator is included in 
the cost calculations under both measures. Therefore, the Carbon Navigator is only included in 
the cost calculation under the Knowledge Transfer Groups. Having said that, it is important to 
emphasise that the proposal still remains to grant €80 per animal for each set of actions carried 
out under the BDGP. 

  Question No. 482 answered with Question No. 434.

  Question No. 483 answered with Question No. 472.

17/09/2014WRR02650Agriculture Schemes Administration

17/09/2014WRR02700484. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to ensure that there are sufficient planners in place to prepare GLAS plans for commonage 
areas; the method by which the shareholders will be expected to agree and select a planner for 
the development of a GLAS plan for farmers with commonage holdings; if public procurement 
rules will apply as these contracts could involve the preparation of over 100 individual GLAS 
plans for the individual shareholders in the same commonage; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34510/14]

17/09/2014WRR02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My officials 
have held meetings with the Agricultural Consultants Association and with Teagasc regarding 
the preparation of GLAS Commonage Management Plans and I believe there should be a suf-
ficient complement of agricultural advisors available to carry out this important work. Only one 
Plan will be submitted for the entire commonage, which may be contributed to by a number of 
planners, so the question of public procurement does not apply. It is for the shareholders to se-
lect their planner and to work together to draw up the best possible plan for their Commonage. 

17/09/2014WRR02850Rural Development Programme Funding

17/09/2014WRR02900485. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
payments under the new GLAS scheme are based totally on standard costings or if receipts will 
be required to receive any payments by farmers under the scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34511/14]
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17/09/2014WRR03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s 
draft Rural Development Programme for the period 2014-2020 was submitted to the European 
Commission for approval in July and one of the things we have sought in the context of GLAS 
is greater flexibility with regard to the use of standard costs.  It is proposed to use standard costs 
for non-productive capital investments carried out under GLAS and the submission of receipts 
will not be required in order to activate payment. However, all relevant paper work – including 
receipts – must be retained by the farmer. My Department will continue to assess compliance 
by means of on-the-spot inspections and, if necessary, evidence of receipts may be required at 
that time.   

It should be stressed, however, that this remains a proposal and is subject to approval by the 
EU. 

  Question No. 486 answered with Question No. 434.

17/09/2014WRR03150Aquaculture Licence Applications

17/09/2014WRR03200487. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision will be taken on the application by Bord Iascaigh Mhara for a fish farming licence in 
Galway Bay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34526/14]

17/09/2014WRR03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) for an aquaculture licence for the cultivation of finfish near 
Inis Oirr in Galway Bay was received by my Department in 2012.  The application and its ac-
companying Environmental Impact Statement are being considered under the provisions of the 
1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and the 1933 Foreshore Act.  A determination in respect of 
the application will be made as soon as possible following completion of the necessary assess-
ment process. This assessment process will take full account of all national and EU legislative 
requirements and will reflect the full engineering, scientific, environmental, legal and public 
policy aspects of the application.   

The fullest consideration is being given to all submissions received as part of the statutory 
and public consultation stages of the process.   

There is always a strict separation between my Ministerial role as decision maker in respect 
of aquaculture licence applications and my Ministerial duty to promote the sustainable develop-
ment of the industry. This separation of duties is strictly observed.   

As the application is under active consideration as part of the statutory process it would not 
be appropriate for me to comment further at this time.   

17/09/2014WRR03350Direct Payment Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRR03400488. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of reviews of the land parcel identification system alleged over claims that were sought 
by farmers; the numbers decided; the number subsequently appealed to the special appeals 
committee and the number decided to date by this committee; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34527/14]

17/09/2014WRR03500489. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers who had over claims confirmed of over 20%, over claims of between 3% and 
20% and over claims of less than 3% arising out of the land parcel identification system review 
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in the last year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34528/14]

17/09/2014WRR03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 488 and 489 together.  

The data sought by the Deputy is currently being compiled and will be furnished directly 
to the Deputy immediately is becomes available.  Under the Terms & Conditions of the Direct 
Aid Schemes, which includes the Single Payment Scheme, farmers are obliged to declare only 
eligible land when making their applications, are to exclude ineligible features such as roads, 
buildings, farmyards, dense scrub, etc. These claims are then recorded on the Department’s 
Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS). Given the importance of the LPIS database in under-
pinning direct aid payments worth in excess of €1.5 billion annually, my Department is obliged 
under EU Regulations to ensure its accuracy.   

Following consultation with the EU Commission, as part of the normal Accounting process, 
my Department was requested to undertake a complete review of the LPIS database. This has 
resulted in the necessity to adjust parcels of a significant number of applicants, where it was 
established that some ineligible features had been included. In certain circumstances these ad-
justments are giving rise to penalties.   

A comprehensive review and appeals process has been implemented to ensure that the cases 
of individual farmers are fully scrutinised. In the first instance, a farmer, who finds himself or 
herself in this position, can seek a review of the original decision by Department officials. If 
they are not happy with the outcome of the review, they can submit an appeal to the indepen-
dently-chaired LPIS Appeals Committee.   

The LPIS Review process initiated by my Department consisted on a review of all of the 
eligible land parcels in the LPIS database, as declared by farmers under the 2013 Single Pay-
ment Scheme, the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes. In total, 
the Review covered in excess of 132,000 applicants and the land parcels declared by them as 
eligible for payment under one of more of the above-mentioned Schemes.   

It is important to note that there are some positive outcomes of the current Review from 
a farmer’s point of view. In the first instance, as I already announced, the number of payment 
entitlements which farmers will be granted under the Basic Payment Scheme in 2015 will be 
based on the 2013 eligible land or in 2015 if it is lower. This means that farmers, who have 
ineligible land deducted in 2013 as part of this Review, will be protected under the new Regime 
as their entitlements will be based on the actual eligible land in 2013. In addition, it also means 
that farmers, who are contributing to the convergence process by having reductions applied to 
their entitlements, will not see part of the funds used to make payments on ineligible lands. 

A deliberate decision was taken late last year not to delay payments to those farmers whose 
payments were due to be subject to reduction following the outcome of the Review; rather, the 
payments issued with the sums in question deducted, the farmers concerned being then advised 
of the reductions and the appeals process. This course of action was specifically designed to 
ensure that there was no undue delay in issuing payments, while also ensuring that farmers were 
aware of the appeals process.   

17/09/2014WRR03650Land Parcel Identification System

17/09/2014WRR03700490. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers who have had retrospective penalties imposed on them to date arising out 
of the land parcel identification system review; the number for whom these penalties were im-
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posed retrospectively for two years, three years, four years, five years and more than five years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34529/14]

17/09/2014WRR03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Terms & Conditions of the Direct Aid Schemes, which includes the Single Payment Scheme, 
farmers are obliged to declare only eligible land when making their applications, are to exclude 
ineligible features such as roads, buildings, farmyards, dense scrub, etc. These claims are then 
recorded on the Department’s Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS). Given the importance 
of the LPIS database in underpinning direct aid payments worth in excess of €1.5 billion an-
nually, my Department is obliged under EU Regulations to ensure its accuracy.  Following 
consultation with the EU Commission, as part of the normal Accounting process, my Depart-
ment was requested to undertake a complete review of the LPIS database. This has resulted in 
the necessity to adjust parcels of a significant number of applicants, where it was established 
that some ineligible features had been included. In certain circumstances these adjustments are 
giving rise to penalties.   

A comprehensive review and appeals process has been implemented to ensure that the cases 
of individual farmers are fully scrutinised. In the first instance, a farmer, who finds himself or 
herself in this position, can seek a review of the original decision by Department officials. If 
they are not happy with the outcome of the review, they can submit an appeal to the indepen-
dently-chaired LPIS Appeals Committee.   

The LPIS Review process initiated by my Department consisted on a review of all of the 
eligible land parcels in the LPIS database, as declared by farmers under the 2013 Single Pay-
ment Scheme, the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes. In total, 
the Review covered in excess of 132,000 applicants and the land parcels declared by them as 
eligible for payment under one of more of the above-mentioned Schemes.   

It is important to note that there are some positive outcomes of the current Review from 
a farmer’s point of view. In the first instance, as I already announced, the number of payment 
entitlements which farmers will be granted under the Basic Payment Scheme in 2015 will be 
based on the 2013 eligible land or in 2015 if it is lower. This means that farmers, who have 
ineligible land deducted in 2013 as part of this Review, will be protected under the new Regime 
as their entitlements will be based on the actual eligible land in 2013. In addition, it also means 
that farmers, who are contributing to the convergence process by having reductions applied to 
their entitlements, will not see part of the funds used to make payments on ineligible lands. 

A deliberate decision was taken late last year not to delay payments to those farmers whose 
payments were due to be subject to reduction following the outcome of the Review; rather, the 
payments issued with the sums in question deducted, the farmers concerned being then advised 
of the reductions and the appeals process. This course of action was specifically designed to 
ensure that there was no undue delay in issuing payments, while also ensuring that farmers were 
aware of the appeals process.   

To date, some 2,485 farmers have had retrospective clawbacks imposed arising from the 
system review, of whom 185 had clawbacks imposed for two years, 285 for three years and 
1,855 for four years. 

17/09/2014WRR03850Agriculture Schemes Eligibility

17/09/2014WRR03900491. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
upgrading of cattle and sheep housing will be included under the TAMS schemes 2014-2020; 
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if these upgrades will include upgrades to ensure better animal welfare and effluent control and 
safety issues; if, in relation to animal welfare, it will include the provision of cow mats and slat 
mats, which significantly improve animal health, productivity and performance; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34530/14]

17/09/2014WRR04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Rural 
Development Programme for the 2014-2020 period was submitted to the EU Commission for 
approval in July 2014. In the case of TAMS II, it is proposed, subject to EU Commission ap-
proval, to provide funding in the initial stages for investments in relation to (i) dairy equipment, 
(ii) low emission spreading equipment, (iii) animal welfare and farm safety (specifically beef 
and sheep handling facilities), (iv) pig and poultry investments in energy, water meters and 
medicine dispensers, (v) organic capital investment, and (vi) a young farmer capital investment 
scheme.  General support schemes in relation to farm nutrient storage and animal housing will 
be introduced at a later stage. It is not possible at this stage to identify the range of investment 
items which will be included in the proposed animal housing scheme. EU Commission ap-
proval will be required for the Programme before any TAMS II measures can be introduced 
under its remit.

  Question No. 492 answered with Question No. 472.

17/09/2014WRR04150EU Regulations

17/09/2014WRR04200493. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
threat of a fine being imposed on his Department by the EU in relation to the single farm pay-
ment still exists and the progress with the discussion to date to resolve this issue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34532/14]

17/09/2014WRR04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm 
that the proposed EU disallowance remains alive issue. Following a series of bilateral meetings 
between officials of my Department and EU officials, which failed to reconcile my principal 
contention – that the EU approach to the level of correction to be applied should be based on 
the assessed risk, rather than a flat rate calculation – my Department has availed of the option 
to refer the dossier to the Conciliation Board. The formal Irish position was lodged with the 
Conciliation Body on 25 June. While a hearing of our case is scheduled for early December, 
given the complexities involved it is unlikely that there will be a resolution until mid 2015, at 
the earliest.    

17/09/2014WRR04350Agriculture Schemes Administration

17/09/2014WRR04400494. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
proposed locations, dates and times of the regional meetings being organised by him in relation 
to commonages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34533/14]

17/09/2014WRR04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A number of 
information meetings are being hosted by the Department at various venues nationwide. These 
meetings are to help to reassure Commonage farmers and provide the clarity they have been 
seeking.  The purpose of the meetings is to provide information on future requirements under 
the Basic Payment Scheme under Pillar I and the GLAS scheme and ANC Scheme under Pillar 
II of the CAP.  The dates and venues are as follows: 
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Date Venues Time
30 September Knockranny House Hotel, 

Westport, Co. Mayo 
8pm

30 September Kenmare Bay Hotel, Ken-
mare, Co. Kerry. 

8pm

01 October   Peacocke’s Hotel, Maam 
Cross, Co. Galway

8pm

02 October   Nesbitt Arms Hotel, Ardara, 
Co. Donegal     

8pm

02 October   Glendalough Hotel, Glendal-
ough, Co. Wicklow

8pm

Question No. 495 withdrawn.

17/09/2014WRR04650Agriculture Schemes Payments

17/09/2014WRR04700496. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total amount of funding provided this year for the following payments, including EU and Ex-
chequer funding; single farm payment, disadvantaged area payment, REPs, AEOS, genomics 
scheme, beef technology, dairy discussion groups and any other scheme of current payment to 
farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34535/14]

17/09/2014WRR04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The total ex-
chequer funding provided by my Department to farmers in 2014 is €569.78 million comprising 
€439.62 million current and €130.16 million capital spending. In addition to voted expenditure 
the estimated 100% direct EU funded payments amount to €1.2 billion.  The 100% EU funded 
schemes are provided for on an EU Agriculture financial year basis which starts on the 16th 
October each year. The EU figure provided shows an estimate for the 2014 calendar year which 
combines part of 2014 and 2015 EU years.   

Details of both exchequer and EU funded payment are as follows:   

Exchequer Funding

 Current Expenditure Budget 2014 €’000 
Income Support in Disadvantaged Areas 195,000 
Rural Environment Protection Scheme 
(REPS) 

123,000 

Agri Envir Scheme (AEOS) 61,000 
Beef Genomics Scheme 23,000 
Early Retirement Scheme 10,000 
Technology Adoption Programmes inc. 
Discussion Groups 

9,000 

TB & Brucellosis related payment 15,300 
Other Animal Disease related payments 1,320 
Suckler Cow 2,000 
Subtotal – Current Funding 439,620 
Capital Expenditure 
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 Current Expenditure Budget 2014 €’000 
Forestry 106.400 
TAMS 17,200 
Horticulture 4,200 
Other On Farm 2,360 
Subtotal – Capital Funding 130,160 
Total – All Exchequer Funding 569,780 
100 % EU Funded Payment 1,200,000 
Total Funding (Exchequer & EU) 1,769,780 

17/09/2014WRR04850Milk Quota

17/09/2014WRR04900497. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on the application for an extra milk quota in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34620/14]

17/09/2014WRR05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Allocations 
of milk quota from the National Reserve are granted on the basis of recommendations from the 
Milk Quota Appeals Tribunal. The Tribunal examines and makes recommendations on applica-
tions for additional quota from individual producers, on the grounds of hardship. The Tribunal 
considers issues such as on and off farm income level, use of previous years quota, previous 
allocations and the volume of quota available for distribution.  The closing date for receipt of 
applications to what is the final “hardship scheme” was September 5th last. Officials in my 
Department are currently processing the applications and, I understand that an application has 
been received from the person named. The Tribunal will shortly commence consideration of all 
eligible applications. I expect the results of the scheme to issue by mid October. 

17/09/2014WRR05050Beef Data Programme

17/09/2014WRR05100498. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding payment under the beef data scheme in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34625/14]

17/09/2014WRR05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is an applicant under the 2014 Beef Data Programme and Beef Genomics Scheme and 
to date has registered thirty six animals for both of these Schemes. The processing of applica-
tions under both Schemes is currently underway and timelines for the issue of payments will be 
announced in due course. 

17/09/2014WRR05250Single Payment Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRR05300499. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on allowing the trading of entitlements for 2015 on naked hectares of land that were purchased 
subsequent to May of 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34638/14]

17/09/2014WRR05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The current 
Single Payment Scheme comes to an end on 31 December 2014 and all entitlements held under 
that scheme expire on that date.  With the introduction of the Basic Payment Scheme in 2015, 
new entitlements will be established for those who hold an automatic right to establish entitle-
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ments under the new scheme. Such an ‘allocation right’ is based on having received a direct 
payment under the 2013 scheme year.  The sale of land and related Basic Payment Scheme 
entitlements is administered by way of Private Contract Clause which is a formal agreement 
between the seller and the buyer of land in relation to the allocation of entitlements under the 
new Scheme.   

The Private Contract Clause (PCC) form is available on the Department’s website www.
agriculture.gov.ie. In addition I have established a dedicated 2015 Direct Payments Information 
Centre that may be contacted at 076-1 064438 or CAPdirectpayments@agriculture.gov.ie to 
discuss such cases in more detail. 

17/09/2014WRS00113Green Low-carbon Agri-environment Scheme

17/09/2014WRS00125500. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason specific payment rates are not provided for all Natura areas based on costs and restric-
tions imposed under the new GLAS proposals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34673/14]

17/09/2014WRS00137Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The proposed 
GLAS payment rates for Natura land are based on costs incurred and income foregone.  In the 
case of particular farmland bird species, where additional actions are required for the protection 
of the species, the relevant costs involved have been calculated and are payable to the GLAS 
participants who undertake those actions.  All GLAS costings have been independently verified 
by Teagasc and have been submitted to the European Commission for approval as part of the 
Rural Development Programme 2014 – 2020.

17/09/2014WRS00150Rural Development Programme Funding

17/09/2014WRS00200501. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the list of items eligible for grant aid under TAMS will be published; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34674/14]

17/09/2014WRS00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Rural 
Development Programme for the 2014-2020 period was submitted to the EU Commission for 
approval in July 2014.  The following investments have been identified as priority areas which 
will be targeted in the initial stages:- (i) dairy equipment, (ii) low emission spreading equip-
ment, (iii) animal welfare and farm safety (specifically beef and sheep handling facilities), (iv) 
pig and poultry investments in energy, water meters and medicine dispensers, (v) organic capi-
tal investment, and (vi) a young farmer capital investment scheme. TAMS II will subsequently 
be expanded to cover farm nutrient storage and animal housing.  The definitive list of invest-
ment items eligible for support under TAMS II will be made available when EU Commission 
approval for the Programme has been received.   

17/09/2014WRS00350Green Low-carbon Agri-environment Scheme

17/09/2014WRS00400502. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the application process will commence for GLAS 2015; the closing date for this scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34675/14]

17/09/2014WRS00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I announced 
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details of the new GLAS (Green Low-carbon Agri-environment Scheme) on the 14th of Janu-
ary 2014 as part of a suite of proposed measures under the new Rural Development Programme. 
GLAS will provide significant funding to farmers who undertake environmental actions in line 
with national and EU environmental objectives. It will contribute to the overall public good 
and will build on the success of previous agri-environment schemes.  The Scheme is currently 
with the European Commission for approval, as part of the Rural Development Programme 
2014 – 2020. Once such approval is granted, my Department will move to open the Scheme 
for applications. I would hope to be able to do so before the end of the year, but this is entirely 
dependent on approval being secured in time from the EU, as is the closing date for the Scheme. 
I will announce final decisions in this regard when EU approval is received. 

17/09/2014WRS00550Green Low-carbon Agri-environment Scheme

17/09/2014WRS00600503. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of places that will be available to enable farmers to participate in GLAS 2015; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34676/14]

17/09/2014WRS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am hoping 
to provide for 25,000 – 30,000 places in the first tranche of GLAS in 2015, subject to available 
budgets.

17/09/2014WRS00750Commonage Division

17/09/2014WRS00800504. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide a breakdown by county of the number of commonage farmers and the number of 
hectares in each county that have been claimed under Department schemes; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34677/14]

17/09/2014WRS00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The follow-
ing is a breakdown of the number of applicants declaring commonage in 2013 and the total 
number of hectares of commonage land declared in each county.  

County Number of 
Herds 

Area 
Claimed in 
Hectares 

County Number of 
Herds 

Area 
Claimed In 
Hectares 

CARLOW 176 2,403 LONGFORD 61 345 
CAVAN 134 3,715 LOUTH 166 2,250 
CLARE 375 3,214 MAYO 3,300 83,237 
CORK 978 17,305 MEATH 12 95 
DONEGAL 2,699 51,497 MONAGHAN 3 13 
DUBLIN 46 1,601 OFFALY 42 421 
GALWAY 2,677 45,202 ROSCOM-

MON 
163 1,221 

KERRY 1,926 53,743 SLIGO 487 10,178 
KILDARE 62 2,480 TIPPERARY 328 11,572 
KILKENNY 35 693 WATERFORD 179 8,869 
LAOIS 105 1,180 WESTMEATH 27 149 
LEITRIM 469 9,912 WEXFORD 106 2,349 
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County Number of 
Herds 

Area 
Claimed in 
Hectares 

County Number of 
Herds 

Area 
Claimed In 
Hectares 

LIMERICK 59 1,409 WICKLOW 321 17,641 

17/09/2014WRS00950Agriculture Schemes Eligibility

17/09/2014WRS01000505. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
criteria for the national reserve and young farmer single farm payment top up; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34679/14]

17/09/2014WRS01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): To qualify as 
a ‘young farmer’ under the Young Farmers Scheme and National Reserve, a farmer must meet 
all of the following conditions:

-  S/he is participating in the Basic Payment Scheme.

-  S/he is aged no more than 40 years of age in the year when s/he first submits an application 
under the Basic Payment Scheme.

-  S/he is setting up an agricultural holding for the first time or has set up such a holding 
during the five years preceding the first submission of the Basic Payment Scheme application.

-  S/he has successfully completed a recognised course of education in agriculture giving 
rise to an award at FETAC level 6 or its equivalent.   

The setting of objective criteria in relation to the National Reserve is currently under consid-
eration in consultation with the Direct Payments Advisory Committee which includes members 
of the farming organisations and advisory services and will be finalised shortly. 

17/09/2014WRS01150Agriculture Schemes Payments

17/09/2014WRS01200506. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when REPS 4 and AEOS payments will issue in respect of 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34680/14]

17/09/2014WRS01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Area-based 
schemes under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-13, are subject to EU Regulations 
which require detailed administrative checks on all applications, including cross checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, to be completed before payments can issue. These rigor-
ous procedures, together with on-farm inspections, apply to a number of scheme payments in-
cluding the Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS) and REPS and are necessary to ensure 
that applications meet the scheme conditions and cross-compliance requirements.  In line with 
the governing Regulations, payments issue in two tranches, 75% payment and 25% payment. It 
is anticipated that a substantial number of 75% and 25 % payments will issue in the last quarter 
of 2014 with the remainder issuing in early 2015. 

17/09/2014WRS01350Agriculture Schemes Payments

17/09/2014WRS01400507. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers that have received their payments under AEOS 3; the amount of money that 
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has been paid out in respect of the 2013 scheme; if the final 25% of eligible payment has been 
made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34681/14]

17/09/2014WRS01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The follow-
ing table displays the amount of money issued to date under the AEOS 3 Scheme.  A total of 
5,520 applicants, or 90% of all AEOS 3 participants, have now been paid 100% of their entitle-
ment for AEOS 3 2013.   

Totals Paid to Date   

  - Net No Paid 
75% 9,005,391.42 5,706 
25% 2,967,623.49 5,520 
Total 11,973,014.91   
Under the EU Regulations governing the scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 

comprehensive administrative check of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land 
Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.   

Outstanding 2013 payments under AEOS 3 are largely due to unresolved queries associated 
with applications and in most instances officials in my Department will have contacted the ap-
plicants concerned with the intention of issuing payment as soon as possible. 

17/09/2014WRS01550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRS01600508. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers that will be due a REPS 4 payment in 2015; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34682/14]

17/09/2014WRS01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
of farmers who will be eligible to receive a REPS 4 payment in 2015 provided that all checks 
are in order is 845. 

17/09/2014WRS01750Agriculture Schemes Payments

17/09/2014WRS01800509. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if all 
REPS 4 and AEOS payments due in 2014 will be paid out before the end of 2014; if he proposes 
to defer payments to 2015; if so, the level of payments to be deferred; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34683/14]

17/09/2014WRS01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Area-based 
schemes under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-13, are subject to EU Regulations 
which require detailed administrative checks on all applications, including cross checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, to be completed before payments can issue. These rigor-
ous procedures, together with on-farm inspections, apply to a number of scheme payments in-
cluding the Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS) and REPS and are necessary to ensure 
that applications meet the scheme conditions and cross-compliance requirements.  In line with 
the governing Regulations, payments issue in two tranches, 75% payment and 25% payment. 
Following application of the various controls mentioned above, it is anticipated that a substan-
tial number of 75% and 25 % payments will issue before the end of 2014 with the remainder 
issuing in early 2015. 
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17/09/2014WRS01950Rural Development Programme Projects

17/09/2014WRS02000510. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
farmer can be a member of two knowledge transfer groups, that is, beef and sheep groups; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34684/14]

17/09/2014WRS02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The draft 
2014-2020 Rural Development programme proposes the establishment of Knowledge Transfer 
Groups across a range of sectors, including Beef and Dairy, that will see farmer meetings fa-
cilitated by highly qualified advisors and will involve the transfer and exchange of information 
and best practice. All participating farmers will be required to develop a Farm Improvement 
Plan in the initial year of participation and to update it in the 2nd and 3rd years. This plan can 
include a Profit Monitor, Carbon Navigator, Herd Health Plan and Herd Improvement Plan. As 
many of these elements will be common to Farm Improvement Plans across the sectors and to 
address concerns of double funding farmers are prohibited from participating in more than one 
group at the same time. 

  Question No. 511 answered with Question No. 434.

17/09/2014WRS02250Animal Diseases Issues

17/09/2014WRS02300512. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
action being undertaken to protect pig farming from the growing threat of emerging disease 
problems such as African swine fever, ASF, and porcine epidemic diarrhoea virus, PEDv; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34686/14]

17/09/2014WRS02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Earlier this 
year, African Swine Fever (ASF) was detected in wild boar in Lithuania and Poland, and since 
then the disease has spread to pigs in Lithuania, Poland, Latvia and Estonia. ASF has never oc-
curred in Ireland.  Arising from these outbreaks the European Commission brought forward a 
number of regulations with a view to contain the spread of ASF. 

My Department has advised pig farmers, by the way of press release to the main farming 
papers, that they should be particularly aware of the risks posed by visitors or staff returning 
from ASF affected areas, and ensure that strict hygiene precautions are taken. Critically, they 
have been advised that food waste must not be fed to pigs and should be disposed of safely. 

A new strain of Porcine Epidemic Diarrhoea Virus (PEDv) has caused substantial losses 
in the pig sector in North America this year. The European Commission have implemented 
legalisation to deal with PEDv and minimise the spread of the diseases. Safeguard measures on 
the import of live pigs and on feed ingredients manufactured from pig blood imported from the 
USA and Canada, agreed at European Community level, has reduced the risk of PEDv to the 
Irish pig farming sector. 

My officials have remained in close contact with the IFA Pigs Committee on the issue. 

ASF and PEDv are both notifiable diseases and there is a legal requirement to notify my 
Department on suspected outbreaks of the diseases. 

In conclusion, my Department will continue to work in close collaboration with the EU 
Commission, and the Irish pig producers to prevent the importation of these diseases into Ire-
land. The matter has also been discussed with officials from DARD in recent times.   
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17/09/2014WRS02450Rural Development Programme Projects

17/09/2014WRS02500513. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
specific funding that will be provided under TAMs to modernise piggeries under the new rural 
development programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34687/14]

17/09/2014WRS02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Rural 
Development Programme for the 2014-2020 period was submitted to the EU Commission for 
approval in July 2014. In the case of the pig sector, it is proposed to provide funding in the ini-
tial stages of TAMS II for investments in relation to energy, water meters and medicine dispens-
ers.  TAMS II will subsequently be expanded to provide grant-aid for investments in relation 
to farm nutrient storage and animal housing. It is not possible at this stage to identify the range 
of investment items which will be included in these schemes, or the specific sectors concerned. 

17/09/2014WRS02650Beef Exports

17/09/2014WRS02700514. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has put forward any specific proposals recently to the EU Trade Commissioner to protect the 
Irish beef sector in the event of the EU-US trade deal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34688/14]

17/09/2014WRS02800520. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
proposals he submitted recently to the EU Trade Commissioner regarding the need to protect 
the Irish beef sector in the event of an EU-US trade deal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34818/14]

17/09/2014WRS02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 514 and 520 together.

I would start by saying that Ireland is very supportive of an EU/US trade deal. An agreement 
between the world’s two major trading blocs has the potential to increase growth and grow jobs 
on both sides of the Atlantic. In the agri-food sector we have strong offensive interests, both in 
terms of market access and in eliminating some of the irritants that hinder trade. We are seeking 
substantial market access for our dairy products and in the prepared foods area. We also want to 
see action to action to address the question of Grade A equivalence for dairy and the licensing 
system that applies to dairy imports into the US. 

Of course we have sensitivities as well. One of these is our beef sector. While we see some 
opportunities for establishing a niche market in the US for Irish beef, we have concerns regard-
ing the prospect of increased beef imports into the EU. I have raised these concerns on a number 
of occasions with the EU Commission. I have proposed that Ireland’s sensitivities are reflected 
in the size and composition of any quota offered to the US. I have argued that the size of the 
quota should not exceed European market absorption capacity, which is substantially reduced 
according to the latest forecasts. I have also proposed that the quota should be designed – via 
end use conditions – to ensure that imports are not all concentrated on high value cuts and I 
have argued that an in-quota tariff rate should continue to apply to imports within the quota.   

The most recent report of the European Parliament on the trade implications of the EU US 
trade bears out these Irish concerns in relation to the suckler cow herd in Europe which it finds 
will be adversely affected by the trade deal. In my meetings with the new Agriculture Commis-
sioner I will continue to outline our concerns and seek mitigating measures in relation to the 
beef sector.   
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I would make one final point about suggestions made in some quarters that the EU might 
grant access to hormone treated beef from the US as part of these negotiations. It is true that the 
US has said it is seeking access for its hormone treated meat to the EU. However, a decision was 
taken many years ago to ban the use of hormones in animals in the EU destined for the human 
food chain. The decision arose from a long series of upsetting reports linking hormone treated 
meat to birth deformities. The ban forms part of the EU positive but precautionary principle to 
limit the use of medical treatments to disease prevention and cure and it is impossible in the 
current climate to see a reversal of the EU decision.   

  Question No. 515 answered with Question No. 434.

17/09/2014WRS03050Land Parcel Identification System

17/09/2014WRS03100516. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
land parcel identification system review has been carried out on a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway; if so, the over-claim that has been applied in the case and the scheme years this 
over-claim applies to; if a penalty has been applied; if so, the scheme years the penalties apply 
to; the percentage penalty involved; if any payment under the 2013 single payment scheme has 
issued to the person in question; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34714/14]

17/09/2014WRS03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The land 
declared by the person named was subject to the comprehensive review of all land parcel data 
maintained on my Department’s Land Parcel Identification System. The review, which took 
place in 2012, revealed that two of the land parcels declared by the person named had been 
over-claimed, involving an a total over-claim of 1.92 hectares, which represented in excess of 
20% of the area declared by the person named in each of the years 2009 to 2012, inclusive.  As 
the person named had reduced the area claimed under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme, no 
penalty was applicable, the ineligible area for 2013 being found to be within the allowable tol-
erance. Payment, both advance and balance, issued to the person named under the 2013 Single 
Payment Scheme, on 16 October 2013 and 2 December 2013, respectively.

17/09/2014WRS03250Ministerial Meetings

17/09/2014WRS03300517. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
attended a meeting earlier this year with a group (details supplied) in regard to fish farms; if he 
will make available the minutes and records of this meeting; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34715/14]

17/09/2014WRS03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 30th 
January I met with representatives of the company referred to by the Deputy. The meeting was 
chaired by an Taoiseach.  Officials from the Department of the Taoiseach and my Department 
were also in attendance. The meeting was held at the request of the company to discuss licens-
ing and industry development issues associated with the company’s operations in Ireland.  As 
is appropriate, it was explained from the outset that specific applications which the company 
submitted to my Department for consideration could not be discussed in detail in view of the 
statutory basis of the assessment process.   

There is always a strict separation between my Ministerial role as decision maker in respect 
of aquaculture licence applications and my Ministerial duty to promote the sustainable develop-
ment of the industry. This separation of duties is always strictly observed.   
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I will be glad to forward my Department’s report of the meeting to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

I had a separate meeting in March of this year with the Chief Executive of Marine Harvest 
Ireland en marge of the North Atlantic Seafood Forum, in Bergen, Norway. I will also forward 
the record of that meeting to the Deputy.   

17/09/2014WRS03450EU Funding

17/09/2014WRS03500518. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
outline the manner whereby farmers can qualify for assistance under the scheme known as the 
Scottish Derogation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34735/14]

17/09/2014WRS03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): EU Regula-
tions governing the Scottish Derogation measure of the new Basic Payment scheme provide for 
an allocation of payment entitlements in 2015 to persons who never held entitlements, either 
owned or leased, under the Single Payment Scheme. Such farmers must provide verifiable evi-
dence that they produced, reared or grew an agricultural product in the beef, dairying, sheep 
or arable sectors in 2013.  Clarifications required to finalise details in relation to the Scottish 
Derogation are currently under consideration with the EU Commission.   

17/09/2014WRS03650Direct Payment Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRS03700519. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the options available to persons (details supplied) in County Wexford to obtain entitlements for 
their farm and a future for their child; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34805/14]

17/09/2014WRS03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The persons 
named did not receive a direct payment in 2013 and consequently do not hold an automatic 
right to receive an allocation of entitlements under the new Basic Payment Scheme in 2015. EU 
Regulations governing the new schemes which will be introduced in 2015 provides for an al-
location of entitlements to ‘new entrants’ and ‘young farmers’.  If the son of the persons named 
is a new entrant to farming, he may be eligible for an allocation of new Basic Payment Scheme 
entitlements in 2015 from the National Reserve. To qualify as a new entrant he must:

-  Have commenced his farming activity in 2013 or a later year.

-  Submit an application under the Basic Payment Scheme in 2015.

-  Have successfully completed a recognised course of education in agriculture giving rise 
to an award art FETAC level 6.

To qualify as a ‘young farmer’ under the Young Farmers Scheme, he must meet all of the 
following conditions:

-  Be participating in the Basic Payment Scheme.

-  be aged no more than 40 years of age in the year when he first submits an application 
under the Basic Payment Scheme.

-  be setting up an agricultural holding for the first time or have set up such a holding during 
the five years preceding the first submission of the Basic Payment Scheme application.
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-  have successfully completed a recognised course of education in agriculture giving rise to 
an award at FETAC level 6 or its equivalent.

Teagasc provides a programme at Level 6 entitled the Special Agricultural Award for stu-
dents with learning difficulties. The persons named should make contact with their local Teagasc 
Education Officer to discuss this matter further.   

The setting of objective criteria in relation to the National Reserve is currently under consid-
eration in consultation with the Direct Payments Advisory Committee which includes members 
of the farming organisations and advisory services and will be finalised shortly. 

  Question No. 520 answered with Question No. 514.

17/09/2014WRS03950Rural Development Plan

17/09/2014WRS04000521. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
proposals to provide grant aid for the pigmeat sector under TAMS II taking into account the 
very high costs in providing appropriate on-farm facilities; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34819/14]

17/09/2014WRS04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Rural 
Development Programme for the 2014-2020 period was submitted to the EU Commission for 
approval in July 2014. I have already identified the area of investment in relation to energy, wa-
ter meters and medicine dispensers in existing pig units as a priority area under TAMS II.  The 
dates of introduction of any new investment schemes will be dependent on a number of factors, 
including the requirement to obtain EU Commission approval for the Programme concerned. 

17/09/2014WRS04150Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRS04200522. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the total number of new appointments made in his Department and those under his remit 
since March 2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed 
during the period. [35114/14]

17/09/2014WRS04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The total 
number of new hires, broken down by grade, for the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine between March 2011 and August 2014 is outlined in the following table.

Description Staff Number
Administrative Officer 3
Asst Agricultural Inspector 12
Civilian Driver 6
Clerical Officer 7
Craftsman 3
Harbour Master 3
Industrial Foreman 1
Laboratory Analyst 7
Executive Officer 2
Forestry Inspector G3 3
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Laboratory Attendant 1
Research Officer 2
Veterinary Inspector 7
Principal 1
General Operative 4
Special Advisor 2
Grand Total 64.00
 ‘ Does not include the hiring of temporary clerical officers.

17/09/2014WRS04350Public Sector Staff Increment Payments

17/09/2014WRS04400523. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of public sector employees under his remit who are subject to a freeze on their incre-
ment payment in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35128/14]

17/09/2014WRS04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion sought by the Deputy is an operational matter for the twelve State Bodies under the aegis 
of my Department. 

17/09/2014WRS04550Public Sector Staff Career Breaks

17/09/2014WRS04600524. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in his Department on career 
break at the time of the Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old 
positions; of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the 
number who availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their 
employment; the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after 
being on redeployment lists of over one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35139/14]

17/09/2014WRS04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The infor-
mation sought by the Deputy in respect of civil servants in my Department is as follows. An 
officer wishing to resume duty following a career break will be assigned to the next appropriate 
vacancy to be filled following the expiry of the career break, with a guarantee of re-employment 
in a relevant grade, not necessarily in his/her existing Department, within twelve months of ex-
piry of the career break. In accordance with this requirement all officers were offered a position 
within twelve months of expiry of their career break. Five officers were offered redeployment 
of which four availed of the redeployment offer and one officer resigned their position. One 
officer was returned on a supernumerary basis having been on a redeployment list for over one 
year.  The information in relation to public servants is an operational matter for the twelve State 
Bodies under the aegis of my Department.   

17/09/2014WRS04750Overseas Missions

17/09/2014WRS04800525. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the amount of money owed to the State by the United Nations for the provision of each of 
the peace keeping operations conducted by the Defence Forces overseas, including both ongo-
ing missions and those that have concluded but where money is still owed to the State by the 
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United Nations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33953/14]

17/09/2014WRS04900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The UN reimburses some personnel and 
Contingent Owned Equipment costs in respect of contributions of personnel to UN led opera-
tions. Rates of reimbursement, fixed in accordance with UN categories of equipment and per-
sonnel, are agreed in a Memorandum of Understanding between Ireland and the UN for each 
mission. The only missions, for which Ireland is currently entitled to reimbursement of some 
troop and equipment costs, are the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF).  Since 1 January 2014, approxi-
mately €3.1m has been received from the United Nations in respect of reimbursement of troop 
and other costs associated with the participation of Defence Forces personnel in UNIFIL and 
UNDOF. The amount currently owing to the Department of Defence by the United Nations is 
approximately €9.1 million. This amount relates to the current UNIFIL (€0.9m) and UNDOF 
(€1.8m) missions. It also includes €6.4 million in respect of repatriation costs of equipment 
from the MINURCAT mission in Chad. The amount owing in relation to the MINURCAT mis-
sion is the subject of an ongoing review by the United Nations. Full details of all reimburse-
ments owed by the United Nations are listed in the following tabular statement.

A Memorandum of Understanding between Ireland and the United Nations is also being 
finalised in respect of Defence Forces participation in the UNDOF mission. While troop costs 
for the UNDOF mission have been reimbursed by the United Nations, equipment costs will be 
reimbursed following signature of the Memorandum of Understanding. 

Ireland is not entitled to any reimbursement in respect of Defence Forces participation in 
EU and NATO-led missions as all troop contributors to such missions are responsible for their 
own costs. 

UN Reimbursements

 - Troop payments 
outstanding (to 
30/06/14)

Equipment 
payments out-
standing(* to 
31/07/14** to 
30/06/14)

Other Total per mis-
sion

UNIFIL Mission €490,000.00 €450,000.00* - €940,000.00
UNDOF mis-
sion

€300,000.00 €1,521,498.00** - €1,821,498.00

MINURCAT 
mission 

- - €6,400,000.00 €6,400,000.00

Total €9,161,498.00

17/09/2014WRS04950Defence Forces Personnel

17/09/2014WRS05000526. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Defence the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork, formerly of the Defence Forces, does not have discharge papers. 
[32985/14]

17/09/2014WRS05100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The military advise that this person was 
discharged from the Defence Forces on the 22nd of June 1989 at his own request after 12 years 
service. The discharge documents (LA89) were issued to him at this time. The LA 89 is an 
original document and cannot be replaced. However, the military authorities have agreed to is-
sue a Certificate of Service and a copy of the testimonial that was contained in the LA89 to him.
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17/09/2014WRS05150Defence Forces Reserve

17/09/2014WRS05200527. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence his proposals or if he will con-
sider any arrangements whereby persons who served in the FCA over the years and have very 
long service may be considered for some pension as a recognition of their service and time 
provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33029/14]

17/09/2014WRS05300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Army Reserve (previously known 
as An Fórsa Cosanta Áitiúil) and the Naval Service Reserve are the component parts of the 
Reserve Defence Force (RDF). It is essentially a part-time force in which service is given on 
an entirely voluntary basis.  Service in the RDF is therefore fundamentally different in nature 
from service and employment in the Permanent Defence Force (PDF), in particular as regards 
the respective terms and conditions of service involved. Thus, the concept of pensionability 
which applies to service in the PDF would be inappropriate in relation to the RDF.  This policy 
position is of longstanding and there are no proposals to change it. 

17/09/2014WRT00200Arms Trade

17/09/2014WRT00300528. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Defence the amount the Defence 
Forces have spent on purchasing arms and equipment from Israeli companies in the past 15 
years; if he will provide a breakdown of the figures according to year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33030/14]

17/09/2014WRT00400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The primary purpose for the procure-
ment of defensive equipment by the Department of Defence is to enhance the capability of the 
Irish Defence Forces on overseas Peace Support Operations and to afford the greatest possible 
force protection to Irish troops whilst on such missions. 

A number of Israeli companies have won orders for defensive equipment over the last de-
cade as a result of tender competitions. Since 2005, the Department has purchased small arms 
ammunition, X-Ray equipment for Explosive Ordnance Disposal duties (EOD), helmets for 
personal protection, an Artillery Fire Control System, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, commonly 
referred to as UAVs, a Surveillance and Target Acquisition Suite for four Light Tactical Ar-
moured vehicles and Ground Surveillance Radars from Israeli suppliers. 

The total value of defensive equipment involved since 2005 is in the region of €14.7m, 
exclusive of VAT. In each case, the main contract was awarded by tender competition, con-
ducted impartially on the basis that the company concerned had submitted the best tender. The 
attached Tabular Statement contains a list of all contracts awarded for defensive equipment by 
the Department of Defence’s Contracts Branch to Israeli companies since 2005. The informa-
tion sought in relation to the previous six years is not readily available within the Department.

Tender competitions for defensive equipment for the Defence Forces are conducted by the 
Department of Defence in accordance with EU procurement guidelines and with the EU Code 
of Conduct on Export Controls. Accordingly, competitions are open to any individual or coun-
try in accordance with the terms of all UN, OSCE and EU arms embargoes or restrictions. To 
properly follow these guidelines and codes, the Department of Defence must deal impartially 
with all companies that are entitled to enter its procurement competitions and must evaluate 
tenders on the basis of objective criteria. 

Tabular Statement: Goods ordered from Israeli Companies from 2005 to 2014
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Year Item Company Value (ex vat) €
2005 Ammunition IMI 1,932,000.00
2005 X-Ray Equipment Vidisco 247,653.94
2005 Helmets Rabintex 2,069,060.00
2005 Fire Control Com-

puter System
Elbit Systems 2,705,000.00

2007 Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle Systems and 
Spares

Aeronautics Defence 
Systems

930,965.88

2009 Surveillance & 
Target Acquisition 
Equipment 

Elbit Systems 1,966,350.00

2009 Equipment Software 
Updates

Elbit Systems 444,950.00

2009 Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle Systems

Aeronautics Defence 
Systems

1,444,461.00

2009 Maintenance Agree-
ment for Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle Sys-
tems

Aeronautics Defence 
Systems

610,140.00

2010 Maintenance Agree-
ment for Fire Control 
Computer System

Elbit Systems 180,000.00

2012 Helmets Rabintex 26,678.70
2013 Cables Elbit Systems 4,500.00
2013 Batteries for Un-

manned Aerial 
Vehicle Systems

Aeronautics Defence 
System

23,274.00

2013 Maintenance Agree-
ment (Surveillance 
& Target Acquisition 
Fire Control Com-
puter System) 

Elbit Systems 130,000.00

2013 Ground Surveillance 
Radars

Elbit Systems 1,941,226.00

- - TOTAL 14,656,259.52

17/09/2014WRT00500Intelligence Sharing

17/09/2014WRT00600529. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the extent of the State’s 
involvement with the Five Eyes intelligence sharing community; if the State has provided in-
formation to this organisation; if the State intends to become more involved; if his attention has 
been drawn to any instances where illegal surveillance or data-gathering on Irish citizens here; 
if his attention has been drawn to any instances where information held about Irish or other 
nationals on servers located in the State have been illegally intercepted or otherwise accessed 
by the intelligence services of another nation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33033/14]

17/09/2014WRT00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Defence and the De-
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fence Forces has not had any involvement with the organization referred to and has no plans 
to do so.  Furthermore, my Department and the Defence Forces do not have any information 
in relation to instances of illegal surveillance or where information held about Irish citizens 
or other nationalities has been illegally intercepted or accessed by the intelligence services of 
another State. 

17/09/2014WRT00850Defence Forces Recruitment

17/09/2014WRT00900530. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Defence the reason persons with any 
history of a psychiatric illness cannot join the Irish Defence Forces; his views that this dis-
criminates against those who may have had mental health issues; the reason persons who are 
refused entry on these grounds are not offered the opportunity of an independent psychological 
assessment; his plans to change this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33134/14]

17/09/2014WRT01000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Defence Forces are committed to 
the principles of equal opportunity in all employment policies, procedures and regulations. The 
Defence Forces operate in an environment which is free from discrimination as provided for 
by the Equality Acts. However, the Defence Forces have a derogation from the provisions of 
the Employment Equality Acts, 1998 to 2011 in respect of criteria of disability and age. Ac-
cordingly, recruitment criteria based on physiological and age requirements are permitted by 
legislation. Similar derogations apply to An Garda Síochána and the Prison Service.

All applicants for recruitment to the Defence Forces are required to undergo a medical 
examination, the purpose of which is to detect conditions which could interfere with a candi-
date’s ability to perform the duties expected of them in the future.  It is also a review of their 
past medical history in order to determine whether there is evidence of any condition, though 
dormant at the time of examination, which could be precipitated again by the robust nature of 
life in the Permanent Defence Force, with all its associated stresses.

Medical evidence reveals that a history of a psychiatric illness may be of a recurring nature.  
The employer in taking on an individual with a history of psychiatric illness incurs an addi-
tional duty of care to ensure the individual is not exposed within the work environment to any 
factor which could precipitate a recurrence of the condition.  This imposes restrictions on the 
employer with regard to placements which would not be appropriate in the context of military 
service, which can be both physically and mentally demanding.  Physical and medical standards 
for entry to the Permanent Defence Force are based on the professional advice of the Medical 
Corps and have regard to the challenging nature of the job, the duties of military service and 
the training exercises undertaken by members of the Permanent Defence Force.  I am advised 
by the Military Authorities that within the context of the operational needs and demands of the 
Defence Forces, that medical decisions are arrived at with the well being of the candidate being 
the primary concern. 

All potential recruits are advised when they are called for their medical examination that 
they can bring relevant medical reports to their medical examination if they so wish.  I am satis-
fied with the current recruitment arrangements in the Permanent Defence Force and I have no 
plans to change them. 

17/09/2014WRT01100Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRT01200531. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence the number of staff who retired, 
left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 2013 to 31 December 2013, and 
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the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2014, 
and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2015, and 
the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016, and the annual sav-
ings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33201/14]

17/09/2014WRT01300532. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence the number of new staff em-
ployed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual costs arising there-
from; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated annual cost arising 
therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated annual cost arising 
therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated annual cost arising 
therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33218/14]

17/09/2014WRT01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 531 and 
532 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, there is a moratorium in place on recruitment across the civil 
and public service since 2009.  Against this backdrop my Department continues to source staff 
to fill vacancies arising from retirements and transfers through a combination of redeployment, 
the lateral transfer of staff from other Government Departments and agencies or internal promo-
tion when appropriate. In doing so regard is always had to the Department’s authorised staffing 
level set out under the Employment Control Framework (ECF) as determined by the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform.

While no new civil servants have been recruited to my Department from outside the public 
service in the period since 2011, plans are in place to recruit 2 Administrative Officers, one in 
the final quarter of 2014 and a second in early 2015, from existing competition panels organised 
by the Public Appointments Service (PAS).  The estimated salary cost arising from this recruit-
ment is approximately €9,000 in 2014 and €70,000 in 2015.

The table below sets out the number of civil servants from my Department who retired or 
left the Department and replacement staff engaged since July 2013.  It is not possible to say how 
many staff will retire or leave in 2015 and 2016 other than departures by way of compulsory 
retirements.

Year Retirement / 
Resignation

Transfers Out Career Break Transfers In Return from 
Career Break

01/07/2013 
-31/12/2013

5 3 2 4 Nil

2014 7 3 Nil 9 1
2015 3 Nil Nil Nil Nil
2016 2 Nil Nil Nil Nil
It is not possible to accurately calculate net savings arising from staff leaving over and 

above those recruited as there are many factors which affect the payroll outturn including the 
timing of departures and replacement, staff being replaced by others on different starting sal-
ary points etc. In addition, when staff of this Department leave by way of transfer to another 
Department, their salary details transfer with them.

17/09/2014WRT01500Defence Forces Contracts

17/09/2014WRT01600533. Deputy Gabrielle McFadden asked the Minister for Defence his plans in relation to 
army personnel who are on post 1994 employment contracts, who have not reached the rank of 
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sergeant, and have not served overseas, when they reach 21 years of service. [33413/14]

17/09/2014WRT01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The unsatisfactory age and fitness profile 
of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) was an issue of serious concern during the 1990s and 
was the subject of severe criticism by a series of external reports, mainly Price Waterhouse Con-
sultants and the Efficiency Audit Group (EAG). One of the key areas identified for urgent action 
by the EAG was the development of a manpower policy with an emphasis on lowering the age 
profile of PDF personnel. The EAG’s report was accepted by Government in 1995.    In an effort 
to alleviate the situation, the Government had already decided in 1993 to enlist personnel on 
a five year contract basis, following consultation with Permanent Defence Force Other Ranks 
Representative Association (PDFORRA). In 1997 agreement was reached with PDFORRA on 
a new manpower policy for the Defence Forces. This policy, applying to personnel enlisted 
after 1 January 1994, provided that service for Private Soldiers would initially be for five years 
with the option to be extended to a maximum of twelve years, subject to meeting standards of 
medical and physical fitness and conduct. Longer periods of service were envisaged for Non 
Commissioned Officers.    In 2004 PDFORRA submitted a claim under the Conciliation and 
Arbitration Scheme for a further review of the terms of service applying to personnel enlisting 
in the PDF after 1 January, 1994. A set of criteria was agreed with PDFORRA to provide longer 
careers for those who enlisted post 1 January 1994 while continuing to address the Govern-
ment’s objective of having an appropriate age profile to meet the challenges of a modern De-
fence Forces.   The criteria require that any person re-engaging after 12 years service must be 
able to continue to operate at their current level both at home and overseas on an ongoing basis. 
Re-engagement is subject to the individual soldier meeting specified criteria in regard to physi-
cal fitness, medical category, successful completion of military courses of instruction, service 
overseas and conduct ratings.   The maximum service period for these personnel is as follows:-

-  Enlisted Personnel, up to and including the rank of Corporal (and equivalent Naval Ser-
vice rank), may not serve beyond 21 years service.

-  Enlisted Personnel, in the rank of Sergeant (and equivalent Naval Service rank), may be 
permitted to continue in service up to the age of fifty years.

-  Enlisted Personnel in all higher ranks may serve to the age of fifty-six.

With the approach of 2015 the first effects of the agreement, whereby Privates and Cor-
porals may not serve beyond 21 years, will be felt by Permanent Defence Force members in 
those ranks. A claim has been received from PDFORRA for a further review in relation to this 
matter. In accordance with normal procedures the Association’s claim is being dealt with under 
the Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme for members of the Permanent Defence Force. I un-
derstand that discussions are taking place with the Representative Association under a special 
Subcommittee of Conciliation Council. As discussions under the Scheme are confidential to 
the parties involved, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the matter at this time, 
other than to emphasise that in dealing with this issue the manpower and operational needs of 
the Defence Forces must be the primary consideration.

The need for continuing recruitment to the Defence Forces of young and fit men and women 
so that the Defence Forces can discharge all the roles assigned to them by Government, both at 
home and overseas, is an issue of which I need to be cognisant.  It was for this very reason that 
this policy was introduced in the first place. 

However, I would not like to pre-empt or second guess the outcome of current discussions at 
Conciliation Council and it would not be appropriate for me to comment publicly on the matter 
at this time.
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17/09/2014WRT01800NATO Membership

17/09/2014WRT01900534. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Defence the numbers of Irish politicians or 
public officials attending the NATO summit, including Army officers as observers; and the cost 
of the attendance which will be borne by the Irish Exchequer. [33875/14]

17/09/2014WRT02000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): As Ireland is not a member of NATO, the 
question of attendance at the NATO Summit did not arise. 

In accordance with usual practice, an invitation was extended to the Taoiseach to attend a 
meeting which took place on 4 September between NATO Heads of State and Government and 
non-NATO countries that contribute to the UN mandated and NATO-led International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) mission in Afghanistan.  I attended this meeting accompanied by a 
senior official from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

A total of four officials from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade attended meetings 
for Partners which were held in advance of the Summit. The total cost of their flights, accom-
modation and local transport costs amounted to €2308.86. In addition, subsistence is payable in 
accordance with the rates set out by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

I, along with two officials from the Department of Defence and one member of the Defence 
Forces also attended the meeting of 52 Defence Ministers, representing NATO members and 
partners.  The main purpose of this meeting was to reaffirm the relationship with NATO and to 
discuss improvements to interoperability between NATO Member Countries and Partners. The  
cost to be incurred by the Department of Defence, includes the cost for the use of the Ministe-
rial Air Transport Service, the Lear Jet and some subsistence, which is payable to officials in 
accordance with the rates set out by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

Ireland will never deploy alone on peacekeeping missions.  Interoperability with partners is 
central to the efficiency of such deployments.  More importantly, the protection of our troops 
when deployed depends on interoperability with partners.  This is achieved through member-
ship of Partnership for Peace.  Ireland’s involvement in Partnership for Peace has delivered 
significant improvements for the Defence Forces in terms of capability development and op-
erational deployment.  Training in this environment has been very beneficial in equipping De-
fence Forces personnel to comfortably operate alongside our European partners and troops 
from NATO countries and make a positive impact in contributing to international peace. 

Ireland’s relations with NATO are conducted within the framework of the Euro-Atlantic 
Partnership Council (EAPC) and Partnership for Peace (PfP), which we joined in 1999. The 
EAPC is a forum for consultation involving all PfP participants on a wide range of issues, from 
peacekeeping, gender issues, peace and security to disaster relief. 

17/09/2014WRT02100Departmental Contracts

17/09/2014WRT02200535. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence the number of administrative 
arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service his Department is a party to; if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrangement; the duration of these 
administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these administrative arrangements; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34000/14]

17/09/2014WRT02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Whilst there are no instances where an 
administrative arrangement is imposed by or on my Department, the tabular statement below 
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contains details of agreements that my Department has entered into administratively with other 
Government departments and agencies. These are in the form of Service Level Agreements 
and Memorandums of Understanding and relate to supports provided by the Defence Forces, 
although in some instances they also provide for reciprocal benefits. The duration of these 
agreements vary, but all are ongoing and are reviewed periodically as required, or as specified. 

In relation to cost recovery, specific arrangements are in place with the Department of 
Health in relation to the pilot Emergency Aeromedical Support service, whereby the full costs 
of operating this dedicated service are recovered. The costs recovered in respect of 2013 were 
€1,237,999. The various other arrangements listed are provided on an “as available basis” and 
in these circumstances costs are not recovered.

Nature of administrative arrangements Dept/Agency involved:
Provision of services between the Naval 
Service and the Marine Institute

 Marine Institute 

Provision of services between the Naval 
Service and MEDICO - Cork

 HSE/MEDICO - Cork

Provision of services by the Defence Forces 
to the AAIU

 Air Accident Investigation Unit (Dept of 
Transport)

Provision of services by the Defence Forces 
to IRCG

 Irish Coast Guard

Provision of meteorological observations 
between the Naval Service and Met Eireann

 Met Eireann

Provision of an Air Ambulance Service by 
the Air Corps

Dept of Health 

Provision of assistance in routine or emer-
gency situations to the Marine Surveyors 
Office

Marine Surveyors Office (Dept of Trans-
port)

Provision of Air Transport Service by the 
Air Corps to the Office of the Garda Sío-
chána Ombudsman Commission

Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission

Co-ordination procedures to ensure the ef-
ficient and flexible use of Irish airspace 

Irish Aviation Authority

Provision of Aviation Services by the Air 
Corps for Garda Air Support Unit

An Garda Síochána and the Department of 
Justice & Equality

Provision of services by the Air Corps to 
OPW

Office of Public Works

Provision of a range of support services by 
the Defence Forces regarding the Rapid 
Response Initiative.

Dept of Foreign Affairs & Trade (Irish Aid)

Provision of support services by the Air 
Corps to Dublin Airport Authority at Dublin 
Airport

Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport

Provision of services to assist SFPA in se-
curing an efficient & effective enforcement 
of SFPA legislation

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority

Provision of assistance in routine or emer-
gency situations to the Dept of Agriculture, 
Food & the Marine

Dept of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
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Nature of administrative arrangements Dept/Agency involved:
Provision of assistance in routine or emer-
gency situations to the Dept of Transport

Dept of Transport, Tourism & Sport

Provision of assistance in routine or emer-
gency situations to the Dept of Health and 
the HSE

Dept of Health 

Provision of assistance by the Department 
and the Defence Forces to the Dept of For-
eign Affairs in routine or emergency situa-
tions

Dept of Foreign Affairs & Trade

Provision of assistance in routine or emer-
gency situations to the Dept of Environ-
ment, Community & Local Government

Dept of Environment, Community & Local 
Government

Provision of a pilot Emergency Aeromedi-
cal Support service (EAS)

Dept of Health

Terms of Service between Civil Defence 
and the Irish Coast Guard in relation to 
emergency incidents on the waters of Ire-
land

Irish Coast Guard

Terms of Service between Civil Defence 
and An Garda Síochána in relation to emer-
gency incidents 

An Garda Síochána

In addition, my Department also has agreements in place with various parties relating to day 
to day payroll administration.  The agreements cover deductions from salary and the transmis-
sion of such deductions (charitable, insurance, union subscriptions, etc) to the relevant body.  

17/09/2014WRT02400Military Air Displays

17/09/2014WRT02500536. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Defence when his attention was drawn 
to plans to have a military air display by the United States military in Dublin on 30 August 
2014; and the role his Department and the Defence Forces played in facilitating this display.  
[34055/14]

17/09/2014WRT02600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): On the 21st August 2014, the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade sought observations from my Department and the Defence 
Forces in relation to the overflight and the radio frequencies to be used by the US aircraft that 
participated in the opening ceremony of the Croke Park Classic American football game. Hav-
ing consulted with the Military authorities, my Department replied with no observations. My 
Department and the Defence Forces had no other role in the matter. 

17/09/2014WRT02700Defence Forces Training

17/09/2014WRT02800537. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Defence the last year in which the re-
serve first line carried out full-time training.  [34391/14]

17/09/2014WRT02900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The military authorities advise that four 
members of the first Line Naval Service Reserve were called up for annual training in 2008. 
No member of the First Line Army Reserve has been called up for annual training since 1984.
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17/09/2014WRT03000Defence Forces Strength

17/09/2014WRT03100538. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Defence the strength of the Defence 
Forces for each of the years from 1971 to 1993 in tabular form broken down by figures for both 
the permanent Defence Force and the Reserve First Line and FCA.  [34392/14]

17/09/2014WRT03200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): It was not possible to provide the in-
formation sought by the Deputy in the time available. My Department is currently seeking 
to compile an accurate reply and I will provide the information directly to the Deputy once it 
comes to hand.

17/09/2014WRT03300Defence Forces Strength

17/09/2014WRT03400539. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide details of 
the strength of the Defence Forces for each of the past 20 years in tabular form, broken down 
by figures for both the permanent Defence Force, the Reserve First Line and FCA.  [34393/14]

17/09/2014WRT03500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): It was not possible to provide the in-
formation sought by the Deputy in the time available. My Department is currently seeking 
to compile an accurate reply and I will provide the information directly to the Deputy once it 
comes to hand.

17/09/2014WRT03600Defence Forces Ceremonies

17/09/2014WRT03700540. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Defence the number of occasions that 
Óglaigh na hÉireann took part in commemoration ceremonies and other ceremonial events with 
other armies in the last year; the occasions and armies involved; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34504/14]

17/09/2014WRT03800541. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Defence the criteria used for the par-
ticipation of Oglaigh na hÉireann in commemoration ceremonies here and abroad; the details of 
the decision making process in relation to these matters; if he was consulted on such participa-
tion; the occasions that Oglaigh na hÉireann participated in such ceremonies in the last year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34505/14]

17/09/2014WRT03900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 540 and 
541 together.

The Defence Forces participated in a number of commemorative ceremonies both here and 
abroad in the last year.  The level of participation is determined by my Department in consulta-
tion with the Military authorities and is dependent on the scale of the event in question and the 
availability of Military resources.  The following are State commemorations where the Defence 
Forces provide significant ceremonial support annually.

The Anniversary of the 1916 Easter Rising, 

The 1916 Commemoration Ceremony, Arbour Hill, 

The National Famine Memorial Day Commemoration, 

The National Day of Commemoration.
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Furthermore, in November, 2013, the Department and the Defence Forces organised a spe-
cial commemoration to mark the Centenary of the Foundation of the Irish Volunteers. 

In addition to these ceremonies, the Defence Forces also participated, as outlined below, in 
a number of centenary events as organised by, or co-ordinated through, the Department of Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht as part of the Decade of Centenaries 2012-2022.

The Centenary of the Foundation of Cumann na mBan,

The Kilcoole Gunrunning commemorative event,

The Asgard (Howth) Gunrunning commemorative event,

Commemorations to mark the outbreak of World War I (both at home and abroad).

In relation to the latter, a ceremony to mark the laying of the foundation stone for the Cross 
of Sacrifice was held in Glasnevin Cemetery in March, 2014 and this was followed by a State 
ceremony to mark the unveiling of the Cross on the 31st July, 2014.

One of the key events abroad where the Defence Forces participated was in Messines last 
December when the Taoiseach and the British Prime Minister laid wreaths in remembrance of 
the Irish who lost their lives in World War I.

Other World War I commemorative events were held in France, Scotland, and Northern 
Ireland during the months of July and August, at which the Defence Forces were represented.  
The Defence Forces also participated in a number of local events held to mark the outbreak of 
World War I.  

In 2013, as part of the Defence Forces contribution to “The Gathering Ireland 2013” initia-
tive, a Military Guard Ceremony, was held at the site of the National Memorial to members of 
the Defence Forces who died in service of the State at Archbishop Ryan Park, Merrion Square, 
Dublin on Saturdays during the months of July and August.  Units from the Army, Air Corps 
and Naval Service participated in the Military Guard Ceremony in solemn remembrance of 
their fallen comrades.  Given the interest that these ceremonies attracted from members of the 
public, tourists and retired Defence Forces personnel, they were held again this summer.

The table below details the occasions that the Defence Forces participated in commemora-
tive and other ceremonial events with other armies from the 31st August, 2013 to date:

Date Commemoration Other Armies Involved
Dec 2013 Battle of Messines - Bel-

gium
British Army

July 2014 Bastille Day – France French Army
July 2014 Dedication of the Cross of 

Sacrifice, WW1 Commemo-
ration - Glasnevin Cemetery 

British Army

Aug 2014 WWI Commemoration – 
Northern Ireland

British Army

Aug 2014 Glasgow Cathedral, WWI 
Commemoration - Glasgow

British Army

Sept 2014 Opening of NATO Summit 
in Wales

ISAF operational partners 
plus other armies

17/09/2014WRT04000Use of Army Barracks
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17/09/2014WRT04100542. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Defence the progress made in relation to 
Columb Barracks being made available to army reserves and veterans groups.  [34579/14]

17/09/2014WRT04200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): A portion of the former barracks in Mull-
ingar  has been licensed by my Department to Westmeath GAA Board for use as a training 
centre.  Discussions are at an advanced stage with the Board in relation to the possible lease of 
a more substantial part of the facility and these discussions should be completed soon. 

The former barracks is also currently used by An Garda Síochána and the Customs Service 
for training purposes and these arrangements will remain in place. 

My Department has had communication with the Irish United Nations Veterans Association 
(IUNVA) as to their possible use of Columb Barracks and is also aware that the Association has 
written to Westmeath GAA Board. In this regard the Department has also written to the Board 
asking that the local branch of IUNVA be facilitated within the barracks when the new arrange-
ments are put in place. It is understood that Westmeath GAA Board have responded positively 
to IUNVA regarding their request.  

The position in relation to the local Reserve Defence Force will be reviewed once the dis-
cussions on a lease arrangement with Westmeath GAA Board are completed.

17/09/2014WRT04300Defence Forces Training

17/09/2014WRT04400543. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Defence the joint military train-
ing operations that the Irish Defence Forces have been involved in the past twelve months; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34693/14]

17/09/2014WRT04500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Defence Forces were involved in a 
number of joint military training exercises in the past 12 months. For operational and security 
reasons the Defence Forces has advised they are not at liberty to divulge the nature of these 
training exercises. 

17/09/2014WRT04600Departmental Appointments

17/09/2014WRT04700544. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Defence the total number of 
new appointments made in his Department and those under his remit since March 2011 to 
date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed during the period.  
[35118/14]

17/09/2014WRT04800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Defence Organisation includes civil 
servants, military personnel and civilian employees.  

The tables below show the total number of new appointments made from March 2011 to 
date in 2014.  The new appointments listed below include the filling of vacancies through open 
external competitions. 

Civil Service Staff of the Department   

Grade 01/03/2011 – 
31/12/2011

2012 2013 01/01/2014 – 
12/09/2014

Secretary Gen-
eral

Nil Nil 1 Nil
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Services Of-
ficers

Nil 2 Nil Nil

Personal Assis-
tant to Minister 
Shatter

1* Nil Nil Nil

Civilian Driver 2* 1* Nil Nil
*Temporary positions in the Civil Service on a fixed term basis.

Civilian Employees attached to Military Installations

Grade 01/03/2011 – 
31/12/2011

2012 2013 01/01/2014 – 
12/09/2014

Archivist Nil 1* Nil Nil
Craft Worker 2* 4 Nil 4
Management 
Information 
Framework 
Administration 
Officers

Nil Nil Nil 2

Senior Pharma-
ceutical Techni-
cian

Nil Nil Nil 1

Social Worker 
(Principal)

Nil 1 Nil Nil

Social Worker Nil Nil 1* 2
Storekeeper 
Clerk

Nil 4 Nil Nil

*Temporary fixed term contracts

Defence Forces Personnel

Grade 01/03/2011 – 
31/12/2011

2012 2013 01/01/2014 – 
12/09/2014

Apprentice Nil 20 7 Nil
Private 476 566 353 254
Corporal Nil 8 9 Nil
Cadet 31 37 34 Nil
Captain Nil 1 1 3
Colonel Nil 1 Nil Nil
In addition to the appointments to the Defence Organisation listed above, the President ap-

pointed an Ombudsman for the Defence Forces in 2012 on the recommendation of the Govern-
ment. The person appointed to the post serves on a part-time basis. 

All of the above appointments were made in accordance with Department of Public Expen-
diture & Reform guidelines.

17/09/2014WRT04950Public Sector Staff Increment Payments
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17/09/2014WRT05000545. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence the number of public sector 
employees under his remit who are subject to a freeze on their increment payment in 2014; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [35132/14]

17/09/2014WRT05100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number of public sector employees 
in my Department who are subject to a freeze on their increment payment in 2014 is set out in 
the table below. The table shows both the number of personnel in the Permanent Defence Force 
(PDF) and the number of civilian employees who are affected by the increment freeze.

Numbers on Incremental Pay Freeze: 2014

- Number of employees
Permanent Defence Force 896
Civilian Employees 28
The numbers on incremental pay freeze relate to the period 1 July 2014 – 31 December 

2014, as all employees were entitled to receive the first due increment arising after the period of 
commencement of the Haddington Road Agreement (HRA) on 1 July 2013, without any incre-
ment freeze applying.

The low numbers of civilian employees affected by the increment freeze reflect the fact that 
some 95% of the employees in this category are on the maximum point of their pay scales and 
the reduced level of recruitment that has taken place in recent years. The figures for the last 
quarter of 2014 are estimated due to the impact of retirements and any subsequent promotions 
or recruitment that may arise. 

I understand that the figure for civil servants will be provided by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform.

17/09/2014WRT05200Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

17/09/2014WRT05300546. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Defence the number of civil servants, 
public servants and semi-State employees in his Department on career break at the time of the 
Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old positions; of these, the 
number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the number who availed of 
suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their employment; the num-
ber who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after being on redeployment 
lists of over one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35143/14]

17/09/2014WRT05400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): There were no civil servants attached to 
this Department, members of the Defence Forces or civilian employees of this Department on 
career break at the time of the Haddington Road Agreement who lost the right to return to their 
former positions.

17/09/2014WRT05500Redundancy Payments

17/09/2014WRT05600547. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Defence his plans for a redundancy pack-
age for civilians employed at Army barracks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32944/14]

17/09/2014WRT05700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following the receipt of sanction from 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER), the Department introduced a volun-
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tary redundancy scheme in 2013 targeted towards civilian employees (State industrial grades) 
attached to military installations arising from the rationalisation of the brigade structure in the 
Defence Forces and the reduced requirement for particular grades/skills in the civilian work-
force. The general terms of this scheme were as set out in the Collective Agreement: Redundancy 
Payments to Public Servants which was agreed between DPER and the Public Services Com-
mittee of ICTU. The closing date to apply under this scheme was 29 November 2013. Although 
the deadline for submitting applications under the 2013 scheme has now expired, consideration 
would be given to offering voluntary redundancy to civilian employees in cases where there is 
no longer a requirement for their skills and it is not feasible to redeploy the employees in ques-
tion to alternative duties either within the Department or the wider public service. 

17/09/2014WRT05800Visa Applications

17/09/2014WRT05900548. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views that 
the visa application process should be more streamlined thus making Ireland more accessible 
for non-EU nationals; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33064/14]

17/09/2014WRT06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Irish Naturalisa-
tion and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department is always seeking ways in which the 
visa system can be developed to facilitate legitimate travel to the State while, at the same time, 
maintaining reasonable immigration controls.  An example of this was the introduction by the 
Government in July 2011 of the Irish Short-stay Visa Waiver Programme.  This Programme al-
lows nationals of eighteen visa-required countries who are in possession of a UK visa to travel 
on to Ireland without the need for an Irish visa as well.  This initiative has led to an increase in 
visits from those countries of 68% between 2010, the last full year before its introduction, and 
2013.

Building on the success of that Programme, my Department and I are continuing to work 
with the UK Home Office on the introduction of the British Irish Visa Scheme.

The overall grant rate for Irish visa applications is 91% which compares very favourably 
worldwide.  The number of visa applications to Ireland has steadily grown over the last four 
years and is on course to reach 100,000 for the first time this year.  For example, applications 
in our Abu Dhabi Visa Office (which covers the entire Gulf Region) have increased by 139% 
since 2011.  The equivalent figures for our New Delhi and Beijing Visa Offices are 16% and 
19% respectively, despite the impact of the Visa Waiver Programme, and the fact that there are 
no direct flights from either country to Ireland.  

In terms of processing times, the average of 9 days for the processing of applications from 
date of payment of the fee in our overseas visa offices (excluding our Abuja office which deals 
with a higher proportion of long-stay visa applications which are more complex) also compares 
favourably with competitor countries.  I should also add that in many instances, applications 
are processed within 2/3 days.

I am satisfied that all of these developments and indicators show that Ireland is readily ac-
cessible for legitimate tourism and business visitors and that ease of travel to, and movement 
around, the Common Travel Area between Ireland and the UK will improve dramatically in the 
near future.  

17/09/2014WRT06100Citizenship Applications
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17/09/2014WRT06200549. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will examine 
the application for citizenship in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33117/14]

17/09/2014WRT06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for a 
certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy. A final deci-
sion on this application has been deferred until July 2016. The person concerned was notified of 
this decision and the reasons for it in a letter issued on 25 July, 2014.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and I know the Deputy will appreciate that it is important that appropriate procedures are 
in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRT06400Criminal Justice Working Group

17/09/2014WRT06500550. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide details of the contents of the first interim report of the criminal justice working group 
established to monitor the fixed charge processing system and related matters. [33648/14]

17/09/2014WRT06600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that the Criminal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System) Work Group was established 
in March 2014 to take forward the recommendations in the Garda Inspectorate report on the 
operation of the system.  I, along with my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism  and 
Sport, received the Group’s first progress report in July.  The report sets out substantial prog-
ress with respect to the implementation of the Inspectorate’s immediate and short term recom-
mendations, particularly with respect to the short term recommendations directed to An Garda 
Síochána including the introduction of a new Fixed Charge Processing System Manual, which 
came into effect in June.  The report also details the work commenced, mainly via a number 
of specialised subgroups, to consider and advance the Inspectorate’s medium and long term 
recommendations.

17/09/2014WRT06700Legal Assistance Treaties

17/09/2014WRT06800551. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the mutual 
legal assistance treaties Ireland has signed or ratified that relate to the US case in which a com-
pany (details supplied) has been instructed to hand over data stored at its data centre here; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34186/14]

17/09/2014WRT06900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The bilateral treaty be-
tween the Government of Ireland and the Government of the United States of America on mu-
tual legal assistance in criminal matters signed on 18 January 2001 has been given effect in the 
Criminal Justice (Mutual Assistance) Act 2008. A copy of the treaty is contained in Schedule 
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14 of the Act.

The question of seeking assistance in a particular case is one for the judicial and prosecuto-
rial authorities in the country concerned. I am aware that the case referred to by the Deputy is 
before the courts in the United States and I do not propose to make any further comment in the 
matter. 

17/09/2014WRT07050Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2014WRT07100552. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there has been 
any prosecutions in relation to truck drivers on the Kennelsfort Road, Palmerstown, Dublin 20 
in the past five years.  [34279/14]

17/09/2014WRT07200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

17/09/2014WRT07300Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2014WRT07400553. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32906/14]

17/09/2014WRT07500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that the application has entered the final stage of processing and I intend to grant citizenship.

The person concerned has been invited to attend the next citizenship ceremony on 22nd 
September 2014, at which he will make a declaration of fidelity to the Irish Nation and loyalty 
to the State and receive his certificate of naturalisation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.    

17/09/2014WRT07600Garda Strength

17/09/2014WRT07700554. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
number of members of An Garda Síochána in the State overall; and the current number and 
number as of March 2011 of gardaí broken down by rank in tabular form and per district. 
[32959/14]

17/09/2014WRT07800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including 
personnel and vehicles, among the Garda Regions, Divisions and Districts. Garda management 
keep this distribution under continuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priori-
ties so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these resources. 
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I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of An Garda 
Síochána on 31 July 2014, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 12,905. 
There were also 1,156 Garda Reserves and over 2,000 Civilians in An Garda Síochána on that 
date.

The Deputy will be aware that the first intake since 2009 of 100 new recruits entered train-
ing at the Garda College in Templemore on Monday 15th September 2014. This marked a 
positive step forward for policing in Ireland.  It is the objective that after a period of financial 
constraint, seamless ongoing recruitment continues into the future.

The personnel strength of An Garda Síochána broken down by rank and district on 31 March 
2011 and on 31 July 2014 is as set out in the tables in the link.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/6696CC0ACC2F577980257D570
04B5C39/$File/Mar%2011%20and%20Jul%2014.xlsx?openelement”>Table</a>]

17/09/2014WRT07900Non-EEA Student Registrations

17/09/2014WRT08000555. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total 
number of non-EEA students registered with the Garda National Immigration Bureau from 
2005 to 2014; and if she will provide a breakdown of this number for each year by non-EEA 
new student registrations and repeat registrations. [32961/14]

17/09/2014WRT08200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that reliable statistics for the 
information sought by the Deputy are available from the year 2009. The table below sets out the 
number of non-EEA national students registered with the Garda National Immigration Bureau 
as at March in each of the years in question.

Year New Registration  Registration Re-
newed 

Total 

March 2009 10598 23959 34557
March 2010 8427 24466 32893
March 2011 9928 23296 33224
March 2012 10885 20512 31397
March 2013 15115 16341 31456
March 2014 18279 18509 36788

17/09/2014WRU00200Garda Station Closures

17/09/2014WRU00300556. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of rural 
Garda stations that have been shut down in the past five years and their locations.  [32997/14]

17/09/2014WRU00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In 2012 the then Garda 
Commissioner, with the approval of the Minister, closed 39 Garda stations, many of which had 
not been opened for several years and most of which were closed for the most part of the day. 
In 2013, 100 Garda stations were closed. There are still 564 Garda stations in the State.  The 
following tables set out all of the closed stations, both rural and urban.

  2012
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Region Division District Station
Western Region Clare Kilrush Carrigaholt 
Western Region Galway Galway Corrandulla
Western Region Mayo Bual an Mhuirthead Bellacorick  
Western Region Mayo Castlebar Glenisland
Western Region Mayo Castlebar Tourmakeady  
Western Region Mayo Westport Mulranny  
Western Region Ross/Long Castlerea Loughglynn
Western Region Ross/Long Boyle Tarmonbarry*
Western Region Ross/Long Boyle Cootehall
Southern Region Limerick Askeaton Shanagolden
Southern Region Limerick Bruff Doon
Southern Region Cork North Cobh Glenville 
Southern Region Cork West Clonakilty Castletownsend*
Southern Region Cork West Clonakilty Ballygurteen*
Southern Region Cork West Kanturk Knocknagree
Southern Region Cork West Bandon Ballyfeard  
Southern Region Cork West Bantry Goleen  
Southern Region Cork West Macroom Inchigeela 
South East Region Tipperary Thurles Ballinure*
South East Region Tipperary Nenagh Ballinderry*
South East Region Wexford New Ross Ballywilliam*
South East Region Wexford Wexford Baldwinstown
Southern Region Kerry Listowel Ballylongford  
Southern Region Kerry Listowel Moyvane 
Southern Region Kerry Tralee Clochan
Northern Region Cav/Mon Monaghan Clonibret
Northern Region Cav/Mon Monaghan Smithborough
Northern Region Cav/Mon Baileboro Tullyvin
Northern Region Donegal Glenties An Duchoraidh 

(Doochary)*
Northern Region Donegal Ballyshannon Dunkineely 
Northern Region Donegal Buncrana Culdaff 
Northern Region Sligo/Leitrim Ballymote Bunnanadden 
Northern Region Sligo/Leitrim Manorhamilton Drumkeeran  
Northern Region Sligo/Leitrim Manorhamilton Kiltyclogher  
Eastern Region Laois/Offaly Tullamore Geashill*
Dublin Metropolitan 
Region 

DMR South Central Pearse St Harcourt Terrace

Dublin Metropolitan 
Region

DMR North Ballymun Whitehall

Dublin Metropolitan 
Region

DMR North Balbriggan Rush

Dublin Metropolitan 
Region

DMR East Dun Laoghaire Dalkey

   *Stations were non-operational 2013
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Division Current District Station to Close Closure Date
DMR East Dun Laoghaire Kill O’the Grange 27th April 20 13
DMR East Blackrock Stepaside 14th March 2013
Cork City Anglesea Street Barrack Street 10th November 2013
Limerick Henry Street Mary Street 10th November 2013
Cavan I Monaghan Cavan Redhills 10th November 2013
Galway Galway Kiltullagh 31 January 2013
- Loughrea Tynagh 31 January 2013
- Loughrea New Inn 31 January 2013
- Gort Shanaglish 31 January 2013
- Gort Kilchreest 31 January 2013
- Gort Kilcolgan 31 January 2013
- Clifden Leeane 31 January 2013
- Ballinasloe Menlough 31 January 2013
- Tuam Kilconly 31 January 2013
- Tuam Ballymoe 31 January 2013
Clare Ennis Quin 31 January 2013
- Ennistymon Lahinch 31 January 2013
- Killaloe Mountshannon 31 January 2013
- Killaloe Broadford 31 January 2013
- Kilrush Doonbeg 31 January 2013
- Kilrush Kilmihil 31 January 2013
- Kilrush Labasheeda 31 January 2013
Mayo Castlebar Ballyvary 31 January 2013
- Castlebar Ballyglass 31 January 2013
- Ballina Ballycastle 31 January 2013
- Ballina Lahardane 31 January 2013
- Belmullet Blacksod 31 January 2013
- Claremorris Hollymount 31 January 2013
Roscommon/Long-
ford

Roscommon Ballyforan 31 January 2013

- Roscommon Knockcroghery 31 January 2013
- Castlerea Ballintubber 31 January 2013
- Longford Newtowncashel 31 January 2013
- Granard Ballinalee 31 January 2013
- Granard Ardagh 31 January 2013
Cork City Anglesea Street Barrack Street 31 January 2013
- Mayfield McCurtain Street 31 January 2013
- Mayfield Mallow Road 31 January 2013
- Gurranabraher Rathdruff 31 January 2013
Cork West Bandon Ballinspittal 31 January 2013
- Bantry Adrigole 31 January 2013
- Kanturk Meelin 31 January 2013
Kerry Tralee Camp 31 January 2013
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Division Current District Station to Close Closure Date
- Tralee Fenit 31 January 2013
- Tralee Abbeydorney 31 January 2013
- Killarney Beaufort 31 January 2013
- Killarney Lauragh 31 January 2013
- Killarney Kilgarvan 31 January 2013
- Listowel Brosna 31 January 2013
- Cahersiveen Valentia Island 31 January 2013
- Cahersiveen Ballinskelligs 31 January 2013
Limerick Bruff Galbally 31 January 2013
- Bruff Kilfinane 31 January 2013
- Newcastle West Castletownconyers 31 January 2013
- Newcastle West Kilmeedy 31 January 2013
- Newcastle West Tournafolla 31 January 2013
- Henry Street Mary Street 31 January 2013
Cavan/Monaghan Monaghan Newbliss 31 January 2013
- Cavan Stradone 31 January 2013
- Ballyconnell Bawnboy 31 January 2013
- Carrickmacross Corrinshigagh 31 January 2013
- Cavan Redhills 31 January 2013
- Carrickmacross Shantonagh 31 January 2013
Donegal Buncrana Malin 31 January 2013
- Letterkenny Na Brocacha 31 January 2013
- Milford Min An Labain 31 January 2013
- Glenties Gleann Cholm Cille 31 January 2013
- Glenties Annagaire 31 January 2013
Sligo/Leitrim Ballymote Aclare 31 January 2013
- Ballymote Easkey 31 January 2013
- Ballymote Ballyfarnon 31 January 2013
- Sligo Cliffoney 31 January 2013
- Carrick on Shannon Cloone 31 January 2013
- Carrick on Shannon Keshcarrigan 31 January 2013
- Carrick on Shannon Dromod 31 January 2013
- Manorhamilton Dromahair 31 January 2013
- Manorhamilton Glenfarne 31 January 2013
Tipperary Nenagh Terryglass 31 January 2013
- Nenagh Rearcross 31 January 2013
- Cahir New Inn 31 January 2013
- Clonmel Grangemockler 31 January 2013
- Tipperary Town Dundrum 31 January 2013
Waterford Tramore Stradbally 31 January 2013
- Dungarvan Ballyduff 31 January 2013
Wexford Enniscorthy Kiltealy 31 January 2013
Kilkenny/Carlow Thomastown Inistioge 31 January 2013
- Kilkenny Ballyragget 31 January 2013
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Division Current District Station to Close Closure Date
- Kilkenny Johnstown 31 January 2013
- Carlow Leighlinbridge 31 January 2013
Wicklow Baltinglass Hollywood 31 January 2013
- Baltinglass Donard 31 January 2013
Westmeath Athlone Ballinahowan 31 January 2013
- Mullingar Castletown Geoghe-

gan
31 January 2013

- Mullingar Finea 31 January 2013
Meath Kells Crossakiel 31 January 2013
- Trim Kilmessan 31 January 2013
Laois/Offaly Portlaoise Ballacolla 31 January 2013
- Birr Shannonbridge 31 January 2013
- Portlaoise Ballinakill 31 January 2013
Kildare Kildare Ballytore 31 January 2013
- Naas Kill 31 January 2013
- Naas Ballymore Eustace 31 January 2013

17/09/2014WRU00500Garda Deployment

17/09/2014WRU00600557. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
currently serving in the different districts of Waterford city and county; and the number that 
were serving in those same districts five years ago.  [32998/14]

17/09/2014WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including 
personnel and vehicles, among the Garda Regions, Divisions and Districts. Garda management 
keep this distribution under continuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priori-
ties so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of the Water-
ford Garda Division on 31 July 2014, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 
275. There were also 35 Garda Reserves and 30 Civilians attached to Waterford Division. The 
personnel strength of the Waterford Garda Division broken down by District on 31 December 
2009 and on 31 July 2014 was as set out in the table.

District 2009 2014
Dungarvan 66 56
Tramore 53 44
Waterford 190 175

17/09/2014WRU00850Criminal Prosecutions Data

17/09/2014WRU00900558. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pros-
ecutions for possession and-or sale and supply of heroin that were recorded at courts in Water-
ford city and county in each of the past five years.  [32999/14]

17/09/2014WRU01000559. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pros-
ecutions for possession and-or sale and supply of cocaine that were recorded at courts in Water-
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ford city and county in each of the past five years.  [33000/14]

17/09/2014WRU01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 558 and 559 together.

The Deputy will be aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, man-
agement of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  
Section 4(3) of the 1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance 
of its functions, which includes the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the fol-
lowing table provides details of prosecutions issued for offences involving the possession, sale 
and supply of drugs generally in Waterford, Dungarvan and Lismore courts in Co Waterford. 
The Courts Service has advised that they cannot provide figures for specific drugs.

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Number of 
Offences

656 889 831 658 619

17/09/2014WRU01200Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2014WRU01300560. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide a breakdown, for the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014 and based on each court 
district, of the number of drivers disqualified from driving by orders of the courts.  [33022/14]

17/09/2014WRU01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is 
the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  Section 4(3) of the 
1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance of its functions, 
which includes the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the fol-
lowing table provides details of the number of defendants disqualified from driving by District 
for the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014.

District No 2011 2012 2013 Jan – July 2014
District No: 1 288 209 191 165
District No: 2 384 239 218 161
District No: 3 254 153 173 99
District No: 4 403 284 309 203
District No: 5 546 390 355 182
District No: 6 583 348 263 156
District No: 7 446 339 296 189
District No: 8 307 187 172 135
District No: 9 479 261 290 206
District No: 10 480 253 276 143
District No: 12 483 336 338 201
District No: 13 812 591 549 282
District No: 15 457 346 336 214
District No: 16 495 350 331 154
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District No 2011 2012 2013 Jan – July 2014
District No: 17 329 241 188 118
District No: 18 343 251 241 110
District No: 19 1,118 1,020 794 476
District No: 20 488 303 265 190
District No: 21 305 216 188 140
District No: 22 455 347 255 139
District No: 23 490 425 375 210
District No: 24 311 241 196 94
District No: 25 484 348 283 202
Dublin Metro-
politan District

3,887 2,834 2,368 1,375

Total 14,627 10,512 9,250 5,544
Note: If a defendant was disqualified more than once in a District for that year they are only 

included once on the Report.  

If a defendant appeared in more than one district they will be included twice.

17/09/2014WRU01500Garda Investigations

17/09/2014WRU01600561. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will in-
vestigate the appointment of a person to investigate 221 cases of Garda irregularity (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33031/14]

17/09/2014WRU01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy is refer-
ring to the mechanism established for the independent review of certain allegations of Garda 
misconduct, or inadequacies in the investigation of certain allegations, which have been made 
to me as Minister for Justice and Equality, or the Taoiseach, with a view to determining to what 
extent and in what manner further action may be required in each case.  A panel consisting of 
two Senior and five Junior Counsel was established for the purpose.  The person referred to by 
the Deputy is a member of this panel.  The counsel appointed to the panel were all selected on 
the basis of their experience of the criminal justice system.

Having regard to the scope of the review, there is always the possibility that a conflict of 
interest may arise.  The review of each complaint will consist of an examination of the papers 
in the complaint by a counsel from the panel. The counsel are all fully aware of and share my 
concerns that nothing arises which might in any way detract from the integrity of the review 
mechanism, including issues of conflict of interest.  Arrangements have been put in place  to 
ensure that if there is any conflict, or potential conflict, the particular counsel not only will not 
be involved in the particular case but also will not be aware of which counsel is reviewing it.  
This is normal professional conduct and there are sufficient counsel on the panel to ensure the 
practicality of this.  Whatever steps are necessary will be taken to ensure there is no conflict of 
interest.

17/09/2014WRU01800Anti-Social Behaviour

17/09/2014WRU01900562. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views 
regarding anti-social issues and crime and increasing the penalties for forecourt drive offs and 
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better equip the gardaí to deal with the crime in a more expedient manner as well as introduce 
harsher penalties for retail crime and improve the enforcement of the current laws; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [33067/14]

17/09/2014WRU02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have asked the Garda 
authorities for a report in relation to the issue of forecourt drive offs as described by the Deputy 
and I will contact him directly when this report is to hand. 

More generally,  there is a range of strong legislative provisions available to an An Garda 
Síochána to combat anti-social behaviour and crimes against retailers. I am advised that Gardaí 
engage locally with business and retail interests in relation to matters of concern and provide 
relevant crime prevention advice. 

17/09/2014WRU02100Cycling Policy

17/09/2014WRU02200563. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding cycling on footpaths; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33085/14]

17/09/2014WRU02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will ap-
preciate that I have no direct role in roads policing which is principally an operational matter 
for An Garda Síochána and will be aware that I previously brought his concerns surrounding 
cycling on footpaths at this location to the attention of the Garda authorities. 

I have been informed by the Garda authorities that local Garda Management is aware that 
the area concerned is prone to traffic congestion arising from access to a shopping centre and 
local schools.

I am also informed that members of An Garda Síochána enforce the law on pedal cycling at 
this location as part of their normal duties on an ongoing basis.  Regular patrols are conducted 
in the area augmented by the Divisional Traffic Unit and where breaches of the road traffic 
legislation are detected, members of An Garda Síochána, depending on the circumstances, may 
deal with the incident by way of advice or caution or by initiating criminal proceedings.  I am 
advised that community Garda plan to visit the local secondary school to advise students of 
their responsibilities under the Road Traffic Acts with the overall objective of increasing aware-
ness and compliance and that the situation will be kept under review.

17/09/2014WRU02400Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2014WRU02500564. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in relation to an 
application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied), the reason a decision has 
not yet been made despite her deferral of a final decision until April 2014; when a decision will 
be made on this application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33126/14]

17/09/2014WRU02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that the application has entered the final stage of processing and I intend to grant citizenship. A 
letter issued to the person referred to by the Deputy asking him to submit the prescribed fee and 
other documents, which have been received.

The person concerned will be invited to attend the next available citizenship ceremony at 
which he will make a declaration of fidelity to the Irish Nation and loyalty to the State and re-
ceive his certificate of naturalisation.
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The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRU02750Equality Issues

17/09/2014WRU02800565. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding disabilities; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33147/14]

17/09/2014WRU02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Employment Equal-
ity Acts prohibit direct or indirect discrimination on a range of grounds, including family status 
and disability.  A person who considers that they have been discriminated against can bring a 
claim before the Equality Tribunal and can seek advice and assistance from the Equality Au-
thority in relation to the taking of such a claim.

17/09/2014WRU03000Humanitarian Assistance Scheme

17/09/2014WRU03100566. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a de-
cision will be made on the refugees to be accepted under the Syrian humanitarian admission 
scheme this year; if persons with a connection to Ireland (details supplied) will receive prefer-
ence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33176/14]

17/09/2014WRU03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Syrian Humanitarian Admission Programme (SHAP), which was introduced follow-
ing an approach by members of the Syrian community in Ireland, is intended to offer temporary 
Irish residence - rather than refugee status - to vulnerable persons present in Syria, or who have 
fled from Syria to surrounding countries since the outbreak of the conflict in March 2011, and 
who have close family members residing in the State. 

The Programme allowed naturalised Irish citizens of Syrian birth and Syrian nationals al-
ready lawfully resident in the State to make an application for vulnerable close family members 
to join them in Ireland. All applications received are being examined based on the criteria set 
out in the programme, a key condition of which is that these persons should not become a bur-
den on the State. 

Beneficiaries who are admitted under the SHAP programme will be granted permission on 
a temporary basis for up to two years. 

I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that the application referred to by the Deputy will be decided in the near future.  

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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17/09/2014WRU03300Graffiti Issues

17/09/2014WRU03400567. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will sup-
port a matter (details supplied) regarding graffiti; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33187/14]

17/09/2014WRU03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Garda authorities that the areas referred to are within the Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR) 
North Garda Division.  These areas are patrolled regularly by uniform and plain clothes units, 
including the Community Policing Unit.

I am further informed that graffiti may be regarded as criminal damage and is dealt with by 
An Garda Síochána under the provisions of the Criminal Damage Act 1991. A person found 
guilty under the Act may be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1,000 or 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or both.

I am advised that the Garda approach to countering this type of crime includes tasking local 
Community Policing Units with collating the different unique “tags” used in graffiti, to help 
compile information which might identify individuals associated with various graffiti incidents.

I have forwarded details of the Deputy’s concerns to the Garda authorities and anyone who 
has further information in relation to these matters should, of course, report it directly to An 
Garda Síochána.

17/09/2014WRU03600Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRU03700568. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of staff 
who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 2013 to 31 Decem-
ber 2013, and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
leave in 2014, and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave 
in 2015, and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016, and 
the annual savings therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33208/14]

17/09/2014WRU03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised that the 
number of staff of my Department who retired, left or otherwise departed between 1 July 2013 
and 31 December 2013 was 15.82 full time equivalents.  The expected annual savings in a full 
year would be approximately €880,000 if none of these posts were filled.

The number of staff who have left and at this time are expected to leave in 2014 is 47.24 
full time equivalents.  The expected annual savings in the first full year of these posts not being 
filled would be €2,920,000 approximately.  

The number of staff expected to leave in 2015 under their respective pension plans is 12.9 
full time equivalents and the expected annual savings in the first full year of these posts being 
vacant would be €656,000 approximately.  The number of staff expected to leave in 2016 under 
their respective pension plans is 14.5 full time equivalents and the expected annual savings for 
the first full year of these posts being vacant would be €822,000 approximately. 

The savings outlined above assume posts are not filled.  My Department, based on sanctions 
received from my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, has filled a range 
of priority posts.  Such posts have been filled through a combination of redeployment of staff 
from other areas of the civil and public service and in a very limited number of cases by recruit-
ment and promotions.
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The numbers given above do not include staff who were employed by my Department on a 
temporary or fixed term contracts and who left when those contracts expired.

In the context of the numbers retiring, my Department’s strategy has been to protect the 
front-line services as far as possible by deployment of resources from support and ancillary 
areas to critical front-line areas.  My Department is also actively engaged in the public services 
reform process so as to make the best use of reducing human and other resources in the context 
of reduced resources generally.

17/09/2014WRU03900Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRU04000569. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual costs arising 
therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated annual cost arising 
therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated annual cost arising 
therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated annual cost arising 
therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33225/14]

17/09/2014WRU04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The number of new 
staff employed in my Department between 1 July 2013 and 31 December 2013 was 1.8 full 
time equivalents and the expected annual cost in the first full year of their employment would 
be €107,000 approximately. 

The number of new staff employed to date in 2014 is 7.5 full time equivalents and the ex-
pected annual cost will be approximately  €286,000 in the first full year.  My Department will 
shortly advertise for a number of posts in the Irish Prison Service and the Forensic Science 
Laboratory.  In addition, as part of a major reform of how immigration controls operate at Dub-
lin Airport my Department will recruit, through the Public Appointments Service, a number of 
Immigration Control Officers.  The final figure for 2014 recruitments and associated costs will 
only become clear as the recruitments above progress and it may be 2015 before some assign-
ments are made.

In addition to the above a number of staff joined the Department on transfer or through re-
deployment from other areas of the Civil and Public Service.  A further number of temporary 
clerical officers were employed on short term contracts during 2013 and again in 2014.  These 
are, by definition, short term contracts designed to meet seasonal peaks and facilitate staff who 
avail of the Shorter Working Year Scheme.

I am advised that it would be premature to predict at this time likely recruitment in 2015 or 
2016.  I am advised that recruitment continues to be the subject of a moratorium with recruit-
ment only permitted with the sanction of my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform

17/09/2014WRU04200Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRU04300570. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of staff 
who retired, left or otherwise departed from An Garda Síochána from 1 July 2013 to 31 Decem-
ber 2013 and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
leave in 2014 and the annual expected saving therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave 
in 2015 and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016 and the 
annual savings therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33231/14]
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17/09/2014WRU04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information is cur-
rently being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is to hand.  

17/09/2014WRU04500Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRU04600571. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
new staff employed in An Garda Síochána since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the 
expected annual costs arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and 
the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and 
the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and 
the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33232/14]

17/09/2014WRU04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information is cur-
rently being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is to hand.  

17/09/2014WRU04800Closed Circuit Television Systems

17/09/2014WRU04900572. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
CCTV cameras currently in operation throughout the State.  [33236/14]

17/09/2014WRU05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): CCTV systems installed 
for the purposes of crime prevention and as aids to policing in areas to which the general public 
routinely have access, such as town centres, fall into two distinct categories: Garda CCTV sys-
tems and community-based CCTV systems.

Garda CCTV systems are planned and implemented on the basis of an Garda Síochána’s 
identified operational needs and priorities.  Accordingly, decisions in relation to the introduc-
tion or extension of such systems are a matter for the Garda Commissioner. The number of 
Garda CCTV Schemes currently in operation is 32, comprising of 550 cameras. 

The community-based CCTV Scheme was launched in 2005 to provide financial assistance 
towards the capital costs of establishing a community CCTV system. A total of 45 schemes 
were awarded substantive grants under the schemes. I am advised by Pobal, who administered 
the scheme on behalf of the Department, that there are approximately 344 cameras in operation.

17/09/2014WRU05100Citizenship Applications

17/09/2014WRU05200573. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if applications for 
citizenship are generally postponed where the applicant is subject to court appearances regard-
ing motor traffic offences such as speeding and drink driving; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33248/14]

17/09/2014WRU05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): All applications for a 
certificate of naturalisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended. Section 15 of the Act 
provides that I may, in my absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturali-
sation if satisfied that certain statutory conditions are fulfilled. In particular, these conditions re-
quire that an applicant is of good character; has had a period of one year’s continuous residency 
in the State immediately before the date of application and, during the eight years immediately 
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preceding that period, has had a total residence in the State amounting to four years; that he or 
she intends in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation; and has made a 
declaration in the prescribed manner of fidelity to the Irish nation and loyalty to the State. A for-
eign national who is married to, or is the Civil Partner of, an Irish citizen for at least three years 
may apply for naturalisation under section 15A of the Irish Naturalisation and Citizenship Act 
1956, as amended, where they have been continuously resident in the island of Ireland for the 
year immediately prior to the date of their application and for two out of the four years prior to 
that year.  The marriage or civil partnership must be subsisting and recognised under Irish law. 

In a small number of cases,  the Minister may in her absolute discretion defer making a 
decision on an application for a particular period of time, in order to consider that applica-
tion further. This deferral is almost always to the advantage of an applicant whose application 
would otherwise have been refused, allowing them time to establish a more favourable track 
record. This practice enhances the fairness of the process. It would be inappropriate for me to 
indicate how specific offences will be considered in any future application as each application 
is considered on its merits based on the entirety of the case presented at that time. I can inform 
the Deputy that I am concerned to ensure that the threshold of what constitutes good character 
is, taking all things into account, maintained at an appropriate level and as such is fair to all ap-
plicants having regard to their particular circumstances.

  The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and I know the Deputy will appreciate that it is important that appropriate procedures are 
in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

17/09/2014WRU05400Criminal Injuries Board

17/09/2014WRU05500574. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the criminal 
injuries board will meet to deal with outstanding cases in view of the fact that a number of 
cases are over three years old and a chairman was appointed earlier this year and in the interest 
of persons who are waiting a long time for claims to be dealt with, that the board deal with its 
business; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33249/14]

17/09/2014WRU05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that under the terms of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally 
Inflicted that the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal is entirely independent in the matter 
of individual applications that fall to be considered under the Scheme and in this regard, it will 
be a matter for the Tribunal to make the necessary hearing arrangements in each case.

I can further inform the Deputy that a Tribunal Chairperson, Mr. John Cheatle, B.L. was 
appointed by my predecessor in October 2013.  In April 2014 the then Minister sought expres-
sions of interest from suitably qualified persons who wished to be considered for appointment 
as members of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal. I can also inform the Deputy that, 
as part of the on-going appointment process, I have considered the expressions of interest re-
ceived and have in recent weeks appointed four new members of the Tribunal resulting in suf-
ficient Tribunal members to allow appeal hearings to proceed in accordance with the provisions 
of the Scheme.  The Deputy may wish to note that, under the terms of the Scheme, Tribunal 
members provide their services on a part-time basis.  In this context, the hearing of appeals de-
pends on the availability of three Tribunal members to sit as an appeal division of the Tribunal 
and, indeed, the availability of the applicant on that date.  There is no set period during which 
the Tribunal sits as, for instance, happens in the Courts.   
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17/09/2014WRU05700Legislative Reviews

17/09/2014WRU05800575. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
Coroners Bill published in 2007 will be reviewed and updated; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33275/14]

17/09/2014WRU05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that the Coroners Bill 2007 is before the Seanad, having been restored to the Order Paper 
on the initiative of my predecessor. 

While I would wish to be in a position to progress this important Bill, it is not possible for 
me to indicate the likely timetable with any certainty at this point. However, I have requested 
my officials to complete the review of the Bill in order to set out a firm plan for progressing it, 
having regard to other pressing commitments. I then hope to be in a better position to clarify 
the matter in the coming months.

17/09/2014WRU06000Gambling Legislation

17/09/2014WRU06100576. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if current gam-
bling regulations permit bookmakers to offer roulette or other games of chance on licensed 
premises; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33280/14]

17/09/2014WRU06200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Gambling Control 
Bill will, when enacted, establish a single licensing authority for gambling, namely the Minister 
for Justice and Equality. There will be terms and conditions attaching to each licence issued, 
including those licences issued to betting operators.  I am committed to publishing this legisla-
tion in early 2015.

However, pending the publication and enactment of the new legislation, the Betting Act 
1931 (as amended) continues to be the basis for the licensing of bookmakers’ shops. My col-
league, the Minister for Finance, has primary responsibility under the Act, with the Revenue 
Commissioners issuing bookmakers’ licences in accordance with the terms of the legislation.

The Betting Amendment Bill 2013, which will amend the 1931 Act, is currently before the 
Oireachtas.  It is my understanding that the Minister for Finance intends to have this legislation 
enacted at the earliest possible opportunity.

17/09/2014WRU06300Asylum Applications

17/09/2014WRU06400577. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of po-
tential asylum seekers who have been turned away from ports of entry over the past five years; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33328/14]

17/09/2014WRU06500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Section 8(1)(a) of the 
Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended) provides that a person who arrives at the frontiers of the State 
seeking asylum or the protection of the State against persecution or requesting not to be re-
moved or returned to a particular country may apply to the Minister for a declaration of refugee 
status.

Any person who makes an asylum application at a port of entry must be given permission 
to enter and remain in the State until their application for international protection is determined.
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I am not aware of any instance where a person seeking the State’s protection has been re-
fused entry at a port. 

17/09/2014WRU06600Child Care Services Regulation

17/09/2014WRU06700578. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda 
Síochána is reviewing its use of section 12 of the Child Care Act 1991; and if the recommenda-
tions made by the Ombudsman for Children in her report under section 42 of the Garda Síochá-
na Act 2005 (Special Inquiries relating to Garda Síochána) Order 2013 in terms of developing 
a protocol on the exercise of powers under section 12 is being prepared by An Garda Síochána.  
[33332/14]

17/09/2014WRU06800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Report of Ms Emily 
Logan identified a range of steps that need to be taken, including detailed issues that need to be 
addressed within An Garda Síochána and other bodies, as well as wider issues that relate to how 
public services generally engage with members of the Roma community.

I have established an Implementation Group, chaired by my Department, (comprising 
members from relevant agencies, including An Garda Síochána) tasked with ensuring that the 
recommendations are progressed as expeditiously as possible, including the recommendations 
which are the subject of the Deputy’s Question.  The Group is due to report back to me by the 
end of the year.

17/09/2014WRU06900Direct Provision System

17/09/2014WRU07000579. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will end 
the punitive direct provision and dispersal system which has children marginalised, stigmatised 
and living on €19.10 per week; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33355/14]

17/09/2014WRU07100589. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to 
review the direct provisions system (details supplied). [33507/14]

17/09/2014WRU07200624. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on the 
Irish immigrant support centre’s proposals on direct provision. [33757/14]

17/09/2014WRU07300637. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps being taken 
to improve conditions and waiting times for those seeking a decision from immigration services 
while in direct provision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33902/14]

17/09/2014WRU07400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 579, 589, 624 and 637 together.

The Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department is responsible for the ac-
commodation of protection applicants in accordance with the Government policy of direct pro-
vision and dispersal. Direct provision provides for full board accommodation supports while a 
final decision is awaited by a person on their protection or any related leave to remain applica-
tion. Currently, 4,311 persons are residing in 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract 
to RIA.

These questions broadly concern a review of the Direct Provision system and the waiting 
times for those asylum seekers seeking a decision on their immigration status. Both issues will 
be dealt with in the context of the commitments given in the statement of Government Priorities 
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2014-2016. The first commitment is to “...establish an independent Working Group to report 
to Government on improvements with the protection process, including Direct Provision and 
supports for asylum seekers”.  My intention is to proceed with the establishment of that Work-
ing Group in the near future whose mandate will include reporting back to Government on 
improvements in relation to direct provision.  I am, in advance of the Working Group, holding 
a Round Table on 19 September to provide non-governmental organisations active in the field 
of asylum the opportunity to outline the key issues for them in relation to the State’s current ar-
rangements for asylum seekers.  I also intend to use the outcome of that meeting to inform the 
terms of the Working Group.

17/09/2014WRU07500Personal Insolvency Act

17/09/2014WRU07600580. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to amend 
the Personal Insolvency Act 2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33376/14]

17/09/2014WRU07700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I intend to bring for-
ward a short Bill which will contain some purely technical drafting amendments  to the Per-
sonal Insolvency Act 2012.

More broadly, I continue to keep all aspects of the personal insolvency legislation under 
careful ongoing review.

The Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016  provides, in particular, for the comple-
tion of a review of the operation of the Insolvency Service by the end of this year to ensure that 
the Service has the powers needed to support families willing to work their way through their 
debt problems. This review is currently under way.  

17/09/2014WRU07800House Sales

17/09/2014WRU07900581. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the legal posi-
tion that applies to the practice known as gazumping in relation to house purchases; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33399/14]

17/09/2014WRU08000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Gazumping normally 
arises where a non-enforceable agreement for the sale of property at a particular price is reached 
between a vendor and intending purchaser but subsequently the vendor refuses to complete a 
formal contract and sells the property to another purchaser for a higher price. The non-legal 
relationship between the original parties is preserved by use of the term “subject to contract”. 

The problems associated with gazumping were examined in detail by the Law Reform Com-
mission in its 1999 “Report on Gazumping” (LRC 59-1999). The Commission noted that delays 
occurring between the conclusion of negotiations and completion of the formal contract were 
usually in the intending purchaser’s interest, e.g. to ensure the availability of funding for that 
property, or to ascertain if there are any legal difficulties in relation to the title. The Commission 
concluded that the only practicable reforms were to improve the information available to in-
tending purchasers and to regulate the terms according to which booking deposits are paid and 
accepted. It did not recommend any legislative changes to reform the legal framework within 
which gazumping can occur.  

The issue was subsequently considered by the Auctioneering/Estate Agency Review Group 
in its 2005 Report to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform. The Review Group 
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noted that intending vendors retain the right to raise or lower their asking price or to withdraw 
their property from sale, and purchasers can also reduce their offers or withdraw from an in-
tended purchase at any time before the contracts are signed by both parties. The Group endorsed 
the conclusion of the  Law Reform Commission that “the only practicable reforms are to take 
steps to inform buyers and, in that way, to protect them”.

The Property Services Regulatory Authority, which has been established under the Property 
Services (Regulation) Act 2011, has published a detailed “Guide for Users of Property Services 
Providers in Ireland” which explains the legal position in relation to gazumping and related 
matters such as payment of deposits and signing of contracts. The Guide is available on the 
Authority’s web site (www.psr.ie). 

17/09/2014WRU08100Illegal Moneylenders

17/09/2014WRU08200582. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
suspected cases of illegal moneylending that have been investigated by the Garda in the past 
three years; the outcome of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33402/14]

17/09/2014WRU08300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that it is not possible to provide the data sought in the time available for reply. However, 
I have requested the Garda authorities to provide the requested information and I will arrange 
for all available information to be forwarded to the Deputy upon receipt.    

17/09/2014WRU08400Prisoner Data

17/09/2014WRU08500583. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will provide in tabular form a breakdown of the number of convicted persons imprisoned for 
less than one week; less than two weeks; less than three weeks; less than four weeks; less than 
five week; less than six weeks; less than seven weeks; less than eight weeks; less than nine 
weeks; less than ten weeks; less than 11 weeks; and less than 12 weeks in 2013. [33407/14]

17/09/2014WRU08600584. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 210 of 16 July 2014, the position regarding the table contained 
within indicating the proportional distribution of the number of prisoners who served less than 
three months in prison; and if the majority of these were at the longer or shorter end of the scale.  
[33408/14]

17/09/2014WRU08700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 583 and 584 together.

As I set out in my reply to the Deputy’s Question No 210 of 16 July 2014, there were 8,663 
committals (69%) under sentence in 2013 for sentences of 12 weeks or less.  This category 
includes those committed (7,940) as a consequence of the non-payment of a court ordered fine.  

A breakdown of the length of sentence as requested by the Deputy is set out in the following 
table.

- Committals
&lt;1 week 3,607
1 week to &lt;2 weeks 2,035
2 weeks to &lt;3 weeks 1,394
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3 weeks to &lt;4 weeks 268
4 weeks to &lt;5 weeks 574
5 weeks to &lt;6 weeks 38
6 weeks to &lt;7 weeks 288
7 weeks to &lt;8 weeks 22
8 weeks to &lt;9 weeks 418
9 weeks to &lt;10 weeks 4
10 weeks to &lt;11 weeks 14
11 weeks to &lt;12 weeks 1
Total 8,663

17/09/2014WRV00150Legal Aid Service Expenditure

17/09/2014WRV00200585. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the overall amount 
of expenditure this year on free legal aid; the procedures that are in place for controlling costs; 
the case of persons who avail of this service more than once; the amount of money that is spent 
on second and subsequent cases; the steps, if any, that are made to recoup moneys spent on free 
legal aid clients; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33434/14]

17/09/2014WRV00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Expenditure on the 
Criminal Legal Aid Scheme for 2014 (January - August) is €33.3 million. Under the Criminal 
Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962, the courts, through the judiciary, are responsible for the grant-
ing of legal aid.  The nature of the Scheme is that it is demand-led, driven by the incidence of 
crime, detection rates and prosecutions of cases through the courts systems. This makes it dif-
ficult to anticipate and control costs. Under the Act an applicant for legal aid must establish to 
the satisfaction of the court that their means are insufficient to enable them to pay for legal aid 
themselves.  The 1962 Act specifies that the court must also be satisfied that, by reason of the 
“gravity of the charge” or “exceptional circumstances”, it is essential in the interests of justice 
that the applicant should have legal aid. 

 The Deputy will appreciate that an accused person who faces serious charges is entitled to 
a fair trial and the presumption of innocence and if they cannot afford to pay for legal repre-
sentation there is a right to legal aid.  Under the Constitution, the State is obliged to provide an 
accused person with the means to obtain appropriate legal representation.  Moreover, the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights provides that every person charged with a criminal offence 
is entitled to defend themselves in person or through legal assistance of their own choosing or, 
if they have insufficient means to pay for legal assistance, to be given it free when the interests 
of justice so require.  

A new Criminal Legal Aid Bill is being drafted to update and strengthen the system of grant-
ing legal aid including the transferring of responsibility for the administration of the Scheme to 
the Legal Aid Board.  Consideration is being given to including in the Bill provisions to, inter 
alia, regulate better the taking of statements of means, increase the sanction for false declara-
tions, allow the Board to verify the means of applicants and to prosecute in cases of abuse.  
Provisions to give power to the Legal Aid Board to recover the costs of criminal legal aid or to 
make application to a court to revoke a criminal legal aid certificate are also under consider-
ation.  These provisions will have regard for a person’s right to the presumption of innocence,  
to a fair trial and to be given legal aid where appropriate.      

An applicant’s previous convictions are not a criterion for the granting of criminal legal aid 
under the Act and consequently the information sought by the Deputy in respect of the number 
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of persons who received criminal legal aid on more than one occasion is not available.  Records 
are not kept in a manner which would allow for the extraction of information showing the num-
ber of times a person has been granted criminal legal aid. 

There is no recoupment of money from defendants under the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme.

17/09/2014WRV00350Residency Permits

17/09/2014WRV00400586. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of residency status-permission to remain in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33472/14]

17/09/2014WRV00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person concerned was issued with a for-
mal declaration of refugee status by letter dated 20 March 2002. This position still remains.  The 
communication of 20 March 2002 advised the person concerned of the rights and entitlements 
accompanying refugee status in the State.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.    

17/09/2014WRV00550Immigration Data

17/09/2014WRV00600587. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total amount 
of legal costs incurred by the State in addressing issues relating to asylum seekers in each of the 
past five years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33479/14]

17/09/2014WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Asylum related legal 
costs incurred by my Department arise from the provision of legal services by the Refugee 
Legal Service to asylum seekers and judicial review proceedings taken against the Office of the 
Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) and the Refugee Appeals Tribunal (RAT) which 
are determined by the courts in favour of applicants or settled by the State. 

Costs in these respects over the last number of years are set out as follows (figures for ju-
dicial review costs prior to 2011 are not readily available and would take an inordinate amount 
of time to compile).

Refugee Legal Service

2009  -  €8.3m

2010  -  €7.0m

2011  -  €6.6m

2012  -  €5.8m

2013  -  €4.8m
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Judicial Reviews Costs - ORAC and RAT

2011  -  €3.5m

2012  -  €1.8m

2013  -  €1.7m

The Deputy may wish to note that asylum related legal costs are also incurred by the Chief 
State Solicitor’s Office.

17/09/2014WRV00750Property Services Regulatory Authority Remit

17/09/2014WRV00800588. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average 
length of time for processing complaints made to the Property Services Regulatory Authority. 
[33499/14]

17/09/2014WRV00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Property Services 
Regulatory Authority was established on a statutory basis on 3 April 2012 under the Property 
Services (Regulation) Act 2011. A key role of the Authority is to set and enforce standards in the 
provision of property services by auctioneers, letting agents and property management agents 
and to provide redress mechanisms for consumers of those services. It should be noted that, in 
accordance with Section 9 of the Act, the Authority is independent in the performance of its 
functions.

Under the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011, the Authority is empowered to inves-
tigate complaints made against property service providers and to initiate investigations for the 
purpose of ensuring compliance with the law.  Any person may make a complaint in writing to 
the Authority against a property service provider in relation to the provision of a property ser-
vice or the conduct of a property service provider in the course of providing a property service.

Before a complaint can be investigated, the person against whom the complaint is made 
must be given 14 days in which to give an initial response.  Following such response, the Au-
thority must appoint an inspector to carry out the investigation.  Under the Act, the inspector 
must afford the person against whom the complaint was made 30 days to make a submission.  It 
is only following such a submission that the inspector can commence the investigation.

I am advised by the Authority that thereafter, the time taken to investigate will depend on the 
nature of the complaint.  The minimum time taken to investigate a complaint to date has been 
approximately 6 weeks whereas some complaints which are still under investigation have been 
ongoing for several months. 

Question No. 589 answered with Question No. 579.

17/09/2014WRV01050Residency Permits

17/09/2014WRV01100590. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of eligibility for residency with particular reference to an applica-
tion made with respect to the Zambrano judgment in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33529/14]

17/09/2014WRV01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
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Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
has applied for a right of residency in the State, accompanied by a right to work, based on their 
parentage of an Irish citizen child, and based also on the principles of the Zambrano Judgment. 
This application is under consideration at present.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRV01250Subsidiary Protection Applications

17/09/2014WRV01300591. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for subsidiary protection in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33533/14]

17/09/2014WRV01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware, 
if the person whose details were supplied has made an application for asylum or subsidiary 
protection, the position is that it is not the practice to comment on such applications for so long 
as they are in the protection process.

17/09/2014WRV01450Employment Rights

17/09/2014WRV01500592. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to 
amend the Employment Equality Acts 1998 to 2011; when it is proposed in introduce amending 
legislation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33545/14]

17/09/2014WRV01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Employment 
Equality (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill currently before the Seanad at Committee Stage proposes 
to amend section 37 of the Employment Equality Act 1998.  As announced previously, the Gov-
ernment accepts the principle of this Private Members’ Bill  to better balance the right of em-
ployees to protection from discrimination with the right of religious freedom.  I will be tabling 
a number of amendments to improve the Bill when the debate resumes in the new parliamentary 
term as well as bringing forward a number of amendments mainly of a technical nature to up-
date current equality legislation.

17/09/2014WRV01650Direct Provision Data

17/09/2014WRV01700593. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number persons 
within direct provision; of those the number who made their application for protection more 
than five years ago; the number who have family members with outstanding or completed ap-
plications for protection; and the number of individual family units within direct provision. 
[33551/14]

17/09/2014WRV01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Direct Provision 
system is managed by the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department. For the 
most part, this represents a cashless system with the State assuming responsibility for provid-
ing suitable accommodation for asylum seekers on a full board basis. RIA currently provides 
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full board accommodation and ancillary services to just over 4,300 persons in 34 centres across 
the State. It should be noted that the number of new asylum seekers to date in 2014 is approxi-
mately 40% higher than the same period in 2013. 

The average length of stay within the system is currently 4 years. In this regard, a signifi-
cant factor impacting on time spent in direct provision is legal proceedings initiated by many 
protection applicants in relation to decisions on their applications for protection in the State. It 
should be noted that there are about 1,350 judicial review cases in the Courts related to asylum 
and immigration matters. When account is taken of other family members the best estimate is 
that these judicial reviews impact on some 2,000 persons in the protection system, the majority 
of whom are residing in the direct provision system.  A recent analysis revealed that approxi-
mately 50% of persons in the direct provision system have either judicial review applications 
pending, are the subject of deportation orders, or are seeking leave to remain in the State for 
non-protection reasons. 

That said, I acknowledge that applicants are in the system too long and that steps must be 
taken to deal with that. Accordingly, legislative reform aimed at establishing a single procedure 
is a key step towards removing the structural delays which are a  feature of our existing protec-
tion system.  As the Deputy may be aware the Statement of Government priorities  2014-2016 
commits to the introduction of a separate Protection Bill to include provision for a single ap-
plication procedure for the investigation of all grounds for protection. This reform will sim-
plify and streamline existing arrangements and provide applicants with a final decision on their 
protection application in a more straight forward and timely fashion and will also, as a conse-
quence, reduce the length of time that applicants spend in the direct provision system. Work on 
the Bill has commenced and the intention is to have the new legislation enacted by April, 2015. 

The Government has also committed to establish an independent Working Group to report 
to Government on improvements with the protection process, including direct provision, and 
supports for asylum seekers. The Working Group will be established in the near future and it is 
expected that it will report to Government by year end.

In relation to the other statistical information sought, it is important to state that RIA is keen 
to provide as much detail as is practicable on the system which it is charged with operating. 
Extensive statistical information is on its website - www.ria.gov.ie including Annual Reports 
covering the years from 2007 to 2013 inclusive. These Annual Reports provide a variety of in-
formation, including a breakdown of the numbers of adults and children in each direct provision 
centre, details of the number of family units and the length of time persons, overall, have been 
residing in the direct provision system.  Much of this information is also provided on a centre 
by centre basis.  

17/09/2014WRV01850Stardust Fire

17/09/2014WRV01900594. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will sup-
port the Stardust families on matters (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33554/14]

17/09/2014WRV02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that I met recently with representatives of the Stardust Victims Committee to hear their con-
cerns first hand and am currently in correspondence with the Committee in relation to these 
issues, including the issues raised in the details supplied by him.
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17/09/2014WRV02050Passport Applications

17/09/2014WRV02100595. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the Ombudsman’s investigative report on passports for Irish-born children of non-
EEA-EU-Swiss citizens; and the steps her Department has taken and will take following its 
publication. [33569/14]

17/09/2014WRV02200596. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
children granted citizenship at her discretion due to issues related to a shortfall in reckonable 
residency of their non-EEA-EU-Swiss parents in the years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, and to date in 2014; and following the Ombudsman’s investigative report on the matter 
of passports for Irish-born citizens of non-EEA-EU-Swiss parents, if she will re-examine any 
cases where citizenship was not granted and exercise her discretion on these cases. [33572/14]

17/09/2014WRV02300597. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on 
the powers of the Ombudsman to extend over her Department’s naturalisation and immigration 
related functions.  [33573/14]

17/09/2014WRV02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 595 to 597, inclusive, together.

Entitlement to Irish citizenship is governed by the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 
1956, as amended. Where sections 6A and 6B of that Act are applicable, a child born in the 
island of Ireland on or after 1 January 2005 has an entitlement to Irish citizenship if, at the time 
of the birth of the child, one of his or her parents had, during the period of 4 years immediately 
preceding the person’s birth, been resident in the island of Ireland for a period of not less than 3 
years or periods the aggregate of which is not less than 3 years. Periods of unlawful residence, 
periods of residence which were for the sole purpose of having an application for refugee status 
determined or periods of residence where permission was granted for the purposes of study are 
excluded from the determination of periods of reckonable residence. Entitlement of a child born 
in the State to Irish citizenship is determined by making an application for an Irish passport on 
behalf of the child to the Passport Office. However entitlement to Irish citizenship under Sec-
tion 6(3) is determined by the Citizenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service, as is the entitlement to Irish citizenship of children born in Northern Ireland of certain 
foreign nationals.

Where a child born in the State did not at birth have an entitlement to Irish citizenship, the 
parent or guardian or person who is in loco parentis to the child may lodge an application for 
naturalisation on behalf of the child if and when the conditions for naturalisation are satisfied, 
including a requirement to have a total of 5 years residence in the State. Since 2010, just over 
1,000 such applications have been approved. This ensures that, even where a child born in the 
State did not have an entitlement to Irish citizenship, there is a path to obtaining Irish citizen-
ship through naturalisation.

In addition, certificates of nationality were issued in respect of 3 cases in 2012, 4 cases in 
2013 and 7 cases in 2014. A certificate of nationality issued to a person is evidence that they 
were, as of the date of issue, an Irish citizen. The cases in question were referred to the Citizen-
ship Division for consideration in respect of children born in the State. I can inform the Deputy 
that a formal liaison arrangement between the Department of Justice and Equality and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, which was agreed earlier this year and has been put in place, 
will provide a mechanism for dealing with exceptional cases as well as ongoing consultation in 
relation to citizenship and passport matters in general. 
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As indicated in the Ombudsman’s Report  my Department is working with the Department 
of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation to evaluate the potential for streamlining the system dealing 
with the employment and immigration status of non-EEA workers.  At present two entirely sep-
arate application processes are required.  This evaluation is at an early stage.  It will be informed 
also by a consultancy project commencing shortly in respect of a business process review of the 
Employment Permits System.  

The question of extending the remit of the Ombudsman is in the first instance a matter 
for the Minister for Public Expenditure and that remit was significantly extended under the 
Ombudsman (Amendment) Act 2012. However, after careful consideration of all the issues 
involved, it was determined that the administration of the law relating to immigration or natu-
ralisation, should not be within the scope of the Ombudsman. Not least in this debate was the 
fact that there are already a significant number of appeal processes built into the system includ-
ing Judicial Reviews. That said, the matter will be kept under review.  I should also add that the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) has administrative arrangements in place 
with the Office to assist and provide information and help resolve any matters brought to its 
attention. 

17/09/2014WRV02450Direct Provision System

17/09/2014WRV02500598. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will report 
on the presence of armed gardaí at Mount Trenchard direct provision centre in County Limerick 
and the transfer of two spokespersons for the residents immediately after their talks with the 
management of the centre; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33574/14]

17/09/2014WRV02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception & In-
tegration Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service 
(INIS) of my Department and is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers under 
the government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  Currently, 4,311 persons are residing 
in 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract to RIA.

On 14 August, 2014 a serious incident occurred at the Mount Trenchard asylum accommo-
dation centre in Foynes, Co Limerick involving a small minority of residents.  A discussion then 
took place on a number of issues of grievance  between residents, the contractor and represen-
tatives of a local support group and it was believed that most issues of concern were resolved.   

However two residents in particular, continued to prevent the lawful entry of the contrac-
tor and centre staff and the decision was taken by RIA, in the interests of the health and safety 
of all persons present and in relation to the continued safe running of the centre,  to transfer 
the two individuals concerned.  Taxis were provided for the residents.  One of the men left the 
centre without difficulty while the second individual refused to leave and was escorted off the 
premises by the Gardaí.  The deployment of specific Garda resources is a matter for the Garda 
Commissioner. I am advised that in addition to uniformed Gardaí attending the location referred 
to, the Regional Support Unit (RSU) was requested to attend as a precautionary measure as this 
unit is trained in dealing with public order incidents.   

I am advised by RIA that the transfers of the men were not made because they were spokes-
men for a group of protesters, as was widely reported, but because of the sustained intimidation 
of staff which made the management of centre impossible.

17/09/2014WRV02650Direct Provision Data
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17/09/2014WRV02700599. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
transfers that have taken place between direct provision centres in the years 2009, 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and the reasons for the transfers. [33575/14]

17/09/2014WRV02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception & In-
tegration Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service 
(INIS) of my Department and is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers under 
the government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  Currently, 4,311 persons are residing 
in 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract to RIA.

Transfers of residents from one centre to another is a daily occurrence in RIA.  For example, 
following initial accommodation in a reception centre in Dublin, residents are transferred to 
other accommodation centres around the country as part of the Government’s dispersal policy. 
It is the general policy not to transfer persons again unless there is good reason to do so.  Such 
reasons may be to facilitate medical treatments, to provide more spacious accommodation for 
growing families, to  more appropriately provide for a disability and so on.  Sometimes trans-
fers have to take place for other reasons, for example, arising from the downsizing or closures 
of centres or for health or safety purposes. Moreover, transfers can take place at the request of 
the residents themselves to be closer to friends or relatives.

Given the above, records of the movement of persons between accommodation centres are 
not collated centrally but held with the record of the individual concerned.  It would not be fea-
sible in those circumstances to compile the statistics sought. 

17/09/2014WRV02850Direct Provision System

17/09/2014WRV02900600. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will im-
mediately take steps to introduce an independent complaints mechanism for asylum seekers in 
direct provision hostels. [33576/14]

17/09/2014WRV03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception & In-
tegration Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service 
(INIS) of my Department and is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers under 
the government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  Currently, 4,311 persons are residing 
in 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract to RIA.

In relation to complaints by residents and by centre staff of direct provision centres under 
contract to the RIA, these are dealt with in accordance with the revised RIA House Rules and 
Procedures which are available in several languages on the RIA website at www.ria.gov.ie.  A 
copy of these rules and procedures is provided to all asylum seekers on arrival at their accom-
modation centre.  

Experience has shown that, given the nature and the number of such complaints, they are 
best resolved by informal discussion between residents and management at a local level.  Where 
more serious complaints arise, residents have the right to lodge a formal written complaint with 
centre management and, if the issue remains unresolved, residents can take the complaint to 
RIA. The Rules also allow for direct referral to RIA in certain circumstances.  It is important 
to note that if a complaint is made in respect of a decision made by a particular RIA official, 
the appeal is not dealt with by that official. The complaints system contained in these House 
Rules is considered by RIA to be broadly in line with the guidelines set out by the Office of the 
Ombudsman for internal complaints systems.  

The issue of an independent complaints mechanism featured greatly in the discussions 
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which led to the revised House Rules and Procedures (which apply in all RIA asylum seeker 
accommodation centres) which was introduced in 2010 and referred to above.

The Review Group, whose function was to review House Rules and Procedures which had 
been in place since 2002, had an independent Chairman and had representation from NGO’s 
(including the Irish Refugee Council and the Refugee Information Service), the Health Service 
Executive, RIA, Centre Management and An Garda Síochána.  This Group met on thirteen 
occasions and a subgroup also met with residents and local NGO’s in four accommodation 
centres.  

It was RIA’s view, arising from the discussions within the Review Group,  that no clear mod-
el was cited during these discussions as to what an independent complaints mechanism would 
look like, or how it could be implemented without undue cost and bureaucracy.  The system of 
direct provision exists within its own circumstances and RIA is satisfied that the structure of 
the complaints procedure contained within the revised House Rules is fair and is broadly in line 
with the guidelines set out by the Office of the Ombudsman for internal complaints systems.

Notwithstanding the above, the Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016 includes a 
commitment to “...establish an independent Working Group to report to Government on im-
provements with the protection process, including Direct Provision and supports for asylum 
seekers”.  My intention is to proceed with the establishment of that Working Group in the 
near future whose mandate will include reporting back to Government on improvements in 
relation to direct provision.  I am, in advance of the Working Group, holding a Round Table 
on 19 September to provide non-governmental organisations active in the field of asylum the 
opportunity to outline the key issues for them in relation to the State’s current arrangements for 
asylum seekers and such issues may include that raised in this question.  I also intend to use the 
outcome of that meeting to inform the terms of the Working Group.

17/09/2014WRV03050Garda Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRV03100601. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of Garda vehicles that were assigned to all 26 counties in Ireland for the following years 2007, 
2011, 2012 and 2013. [33583/14]

17/09/2014WRV03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Decisions in relation 
to the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in 
the light of her identified operational demands and the availability of resources.  I have been 
informed by the Garda authorities that the number of Garda vehicles assigned by Division for 
the periods requested by the Deputy is set out in the table.

DIVISION 2007 2011 2012 2013
CAVAN-
MONAGHAN

54 53 44 46

CLARE 36 37 36 43
CORK CITY 105 121 100 110
CORK NORTH 42 42 33 39
CORK WEST 49 52 48 42
DMR EAST 67 52 52 50
DMR NORTH 123 124 118 109
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DIVISION 2007 2011 2012 2013
DMR NORTH 
CENTRAL

74 79 68 64

DMR SOUTH 79 87 78 79
DMR SOUTH 
CENTRAL

79 77 69 69

DMR TRAFFIC 74 63 64 57
DMR WEST 100 114 111 102
DONEGAL 64 71 60 57
GALWAY 75 95 78 78
KERRY 44 44 38 39
KILDARE 37 50 41 45
KILKENNY/
CARLOW

36 44 43 51

LAOIS-OF-
FALY

47 54 44 45

LIMERICK 77 93 72 69
LOUTH 46 49 44 44
MAYO 45 57 53 50
MEATH 44 57 50 54
ROSCOM-
MON-LONG-
FORD

40 39 40 40

SLIGO-
LEITRIM

54 52 43 46

TIPPERARY 55 53 45 52
WATERFORD 40 49 47 49
WESTMEATH 30 44 37 38
WEXFORD 50 49 39 40
WICKLOW 37 50 50 51
TOTAL 1,703 1,851 1,645 1,658
  As the Deputy will be aware, 438 new Garda vehicles were purchased in 2013 at a cost 

of €10 million.  In addition, €4 million has been made available for the purchase and fit out of 
Garda vehicles in 2014.

This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a 
time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear 
indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána 
are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an effective and efficient polic-
ing service.

17/09/2014WRV03250Residency Permits

17/09/2014WRV03300602. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33587/14]

17/09/2014WRV03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have been informed 
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by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS), of my Department  that the person 
concerned was granted permission to remain in the State on 16 November, 2005 for 2 years 
under the revised arrangements for the non-EEA parents of children born in Ireland prior to 1 
January, 2005, commonly known as the IBC/05 Scheme. This permission was renewed  on a 
regular basis and it is currently valid up to 3 July, 2015.

Officials in the Citizenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service 
(INIS) inform me that there is no record of a current application for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion from the person concerned.

Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in her absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
provided certain statutory conditions are fulfilled. The conditions are that the applicant must

- be of full age

-  be of good character

-  have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
total residence in the State amounting to four years

-  intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation

-  have,  before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows

(i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the 
State, and

(ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic val-
ues.

A foreign national who is married to, or is the civil partner of, an Irish citizen for at least 
three years may apply for naturalisation under section 15A of the Irish Naturalisation and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended, where they have been continuously resident in the island of 
Ireland for the year immediately prior to the date of their application and for two out of the four 
years prior to that year.  The marriage or civil partnership must be subsisting and recognised 
under Irish law. Section 15A provides that the Minister may waive certain conditions for natu-
ralisation if satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious consequences in respect of his or 
her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.

Section 16 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in her absolute discretion, waive some or all of the statutory conditions in certain 
circumstances i.e. where an applicant is of Irish descent or of Irish associations; where an appli-
cant is a person who is a refugee within the meaning of the United Nations Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees; or where an applicant is a Stateless person within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Stateless persons. 

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956 as amended.    

I should remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
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specially established for this purpose. The service enables up-to-date information on such cases 
to be obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administratively ex-
pensive Parliamentary Questions process. 

17/09/2014WRV03450Subsidiary Protection Applications

17/09/2014WRV03500603. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date for an application of subsidiary protection in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 2; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33594/14]

17/09/2014WRV03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the subsidiary protection 
application made by the person concerned was refused on 31st July, 2014. 

Following that refusal decision, and in response to a notification pursuant to the provisions 
of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned has submitted 
written representations. These representations, together with all other information and docu-
mentation on file, will be fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as 
amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoule-
ment, in advance of a final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRV03650Immigration Status

17/09/2014WRV03700604. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date of an application for Stamp 4 in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33595/14]

17/09/2014WRV03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an application was 
received on behalf of the person mentioned by the Deputy on 14 November 2013.  This applica-
tion was refused on 1 September 2014 and, as the person is unlawfully present in the State, they 
are now expected to leave the State.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRV03850Immigration Status

17/09/2014WRV03900605. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
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to be followed to update Stamp 3 to Stamp 4 in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33597/14]

17/09/2014WRV04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred to 
with the reference number provided by the Deputy first registered with the Garda National Im-
migration Bureau on Stamp 3 conditions on 06 March 2013 as the dependent of a worker in the 
State.  This permission has been renewed and is valid up to 23 August 2015.  As far as INIS can 
tell, this person is on the appropriate permission for their circumstances.  If their circumstances 
change, they may make an application for a change in their immigration permission to INIS.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRV04050Family Reunification Applications

17/09/2014WRV04100606. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to make an application for family reunification in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dub-
lin 6. [33608/14]

17/09/2014WRV04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Persons from a visa-
required country are required to have a valid Irish visa to land in the State (section 4(5)(b) of 
the Immigration Act, 2004).

It is open to a visa-required national  who wishes to join a family member currently resid-
ing in Ireland to make a visa application, the onus resting with the applicant to satisfy the Visa 
Officer as to why the visa should be granted.  All information that the applicant wishes to have 
taken into consideration should be submitted with their application.

The criteria that apply to the consideration of an application for a visa for the purposes of 
family reunification are set out in the Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification pub-
lished by my predecessor on 31 December 2013. The document is available on the website of 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (www.inis.gov.ie).

Guidelines on the visa application process, including details of the required supporting doc-
umentation for a ‘join family’ visa application can be found on the website of the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service of my Department at www.inis.gov.ie.  It should be borne 
in mind, however, that the information contained on the website is intended to act as guidance 
only; it does not limit the discretion of the Visa Officer in dealing with individual applications.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRV04250Citizenship Applications
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17/09/2014WRV04300607. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date of an application for citizenship in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33612/14]

17/09/2014WRV04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that the application has entered the final stage of processing and I intend to grant citizenship.

The person concerned has been invited to attend the next citizenship ceremony on 22nd 
September 2014, at which he will make a declaration of fidelity to the Irish Nation and loyalty 
to the State, give an undertaking to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its 
democratic values, and receive his certificate of naturalisation.    

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRV04450Deportation Orders

17/09/2014WRV04500608. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
status in respect of a deportation order in the case of a person (details supplied) with particu-
lar reference to submissions made pursuant to section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as 
amended) in January 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33614/14]

17/09/2014WRV04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned is 
the subject of a Deportation Order made on 11th March, 2005.  This Deportation Order was 
made following a comprehensive and thorough examination of the asylum claim of the person 
concerned and of their case to remain in the State.  The person concerned has been evading 
deportation since 19th May, 2005 and, as such, is liable to arrest and detention for the purposes 
of having the Deportation Order enforced.  The person concerned should, therefore, ‘present’ to 
the Garda National Immigration Bureau without further delay.

Representations were received on behalf of the person concerned from the Deputy, pursu-
ant to the provisions of Section 3 (11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), to have this 
Deportation Order revoked.  The Deputy might wish to note that any such decision will be to 
‘affirm’ or to ‘revoke’ the existing Deportation Order. In the mean-time, the Deportation Order 
remains valid and in place.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRV04650Residency Permits

17/09/2014WRV04700609. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
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and-or expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 2; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [33616/14]

17/09/2014WRV04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that the person referred to has no entitlement to residency in the State.

The person concerned is subject to a Deportation Order signed in respect of her on 20 Au-
gust 2009.  Further representations were received from the person’s legal representative dated 
24 August 2009, which were examined in accordance with the provisions of Section 3(11) of 
the Immigration Act, 1999 (as amended).  Following consideration of the information submit-
ted, the Deportation Order was affirmed.  The person concerned and her legal representative 
were advised of both these decisions by letter dated 18 September 2009.    

Further representations were received from the person’s legal representative asking that 
the Deportation Order be revoked, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3(11) of the 
Immigration Act, 1999 (as amended).  When a decision has been made on that application, 
that decision, and the consequences of that decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person 
concerned.  

The effect of the Deportation Order is that the person concerned must leave the State and 
remain thereafter outside the State.  

The enforcement of the Deportation Order is an operational matter for the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.   

17/09/2014WRV04850Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2014WRV04900610. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 7; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33618/14]

17/09/2014WRV05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, as well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish 
citizenship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process. All applications are processed with a view to establishing whether the applicants meet 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and are submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. In some instances 
that can be established relatively quickly and in other cases completing the necessary checks 
can take a considerable period of time.  I am informed that this application is at an advanced 
stage of processing and will be submitted to me for decision in due course.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
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out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

17/09/2014WRV05050Residency Permits

17/09/2014WRV05100611. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33619/14]

17/09/2014WRV05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware, 
if the person has made an application for asylum or subsidiary protection, the position is that it 
is not the practice to comment on such applications for so long as they remain in the protection 
process.

17/09/2014WRV05250Leave to Remain

17/09/2014WRV05300612. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed in order to obtain permission for leave to remain in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Monaghan; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33620/14]

17/09/2014WRV05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The question of leave 
to remain in the State, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds, in the case of any person 
who fails to secure protection status, would be a matter to be considered under Section 3 of the 
Immigration Act 1999 at the appropriate time.  Where a person is refused protection status the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service notifies the person in writing of this decision and 
they are afforded the opportunity to make representations in writing to the Minister setting out 
reasons as to why they should be allowed remain in the State.

17/09/2014WRV05450Firearms Certificates

17/09/2014WRV05500613. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will consider 
amending the Firearms Acts 1925 to 2006, inclusive, to increase the minimum mandatory sen-
tence for persons found to be in illegal possession of a firearm, in order to put further pressure 
on organised crime gangs operating within the State; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33630/14]

17/09/2014WRV05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can firstly inform the 
Deputy that there are severe penalties in place for firearm offences under the Firearms Acts 
1925 to 2009.

There are a range of penalties depending on the type of offence, as follows:

-  A person without a valid certificate for an unrestricted firearm is liable on conviction on 
indictment to a fine up to €10,000 or up to 5 years imprisonment or both;

- A person without a valid certificate for a restricted firearm is liable on conviction on indict-
ment to a fine up to €20,000 or up to 7 years imprisonment or both;

- To possess a firearm while taking a vehicle without lawful authority, to possess a firearm in 
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suspicious circumstances, and to possess with intent to commit an offence, a person is liable to 
a minimum of 5 years imprisonment and up to 14 years imprisonment and a fine at the discre-
tion of the Court;

- A person possessing a firearm with intent to endanger life and a person using a firearm to 
resist arrest is liable to a minimum of 10 years imprisonment up to a maximum of life imprison-
ment and a fine at the discretion of the Court.

In addition, the controls on the issue of firearms certificates, and the conditions under which 
weapons can be held, have been strengthened in order to ensure that legitimately held firearms 
remain as far from the reach of criminals as possible. 

In September 2012, the then Minister for Justice and Equality announced the establishment 
of a working group to conduct a strategic review of penal policy.  In line with a recommenda-
tion of the Thornton Hall Review Group which reported in 2012, the Working Group was asked 
to carry out an all encompassing strategic review of penal policy incorporating an examination 
and analysis of all aspects of penal policy including sentencing policies.  The Working Group 
report is being published today. 

I can also assure the Deputy that gun crime generally is being tackled aggressively by An 
Garda Síochána by means of a range of targeted and intelligence based operations, often dis-
rupting and preventing incidents before harm is caused, as well as detecting and prosecuting 
those involved.   

In particular, the 2014 Policing Plan of An Garda Síochána sets outs this continued commit-
ment to confront groups and individuals engaged in criminal activity, including by employing 
multi-disciplinary approaches and utilising all available resources and legislation.  Advanced 
analytical and intelligence methods are applied, and proactive high-visibility checkpoints, pa-
trols and searches are deployed, coordinated with armed response capacity to ensure that such 
resources are focused on key locations and periods.  In addition to these enforcement measures, 
An Garda Síochána also engages extensively with communities in a range of fora to address lo-
cal concerns relating to crime and community safety, including the impact that organised crime 
can have at a community level.  

An Garda Síochána also works closely with other law enforcement agencies to tackle the 
transnational dimension to organised crime, and there are substantial multi-agency operations 
in place to tackle organised crime.   

Legislative provisions in this and other areas related to organised crime are kept under 
review and I remain in regular contact with the Garda Commissioner in relation to tackling 
organised crime.

17/09/2014WRV05650Immigration Data

17/09/2014WRV05700614. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of an application for updating of status to Stamp 4 in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 8; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33634/14]

17/09/2014WRV05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department, that this person entered 
the State on 7 December 2006 and registered on Stamp 2 student conditions on 9 January 2007 
until 13 November 2012.  This person and their spouse currently have no permission to remain 
in the State.  
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An application was received on behalf of the person mentioned by the Deputy and their 
spouse on 10 April 2014 seeking to change their residency status to Stamp 4 permission to re-
main in the State.  Applications are dealt with in chronological order and INIS will be in contact 
with the applicant in due course. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited    

17/09/2014WRV05813Penalty Points System

17/09/2014WRV05825615. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 89 of 24 June 2014, if agreement has been reached on the imple-
mentation plan and costings in relation to the substantial technical and administrative arrange-
ments required to effectively implement section 44 of the Road Traffic Act 2010; and when the 
new system will be in place in order that section 44 can be brought into force. [33644/14]

17/09/2014WRV05837Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A subgroup of the Crim-
inal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System) Working Group is continuing to examine how 
best to bring this provision into effect and has drafted an outline implementation plan, including 
a preliminary financial analysis.  While it is not possible to indicate a precise date for imple-
mentation, this matter will be progressed as quickly as possible under the auspices of the Work-
ing Group.   

17/09/2014WRV05850Penalty Points System

17/09/2014WRV06000616. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers summoned to court from January 2013 to June 2014 under the Road Traffic Acts for 
offences attracting penalty points; the number of these persons convicted on foot of the sum-
mons served in this period; and the number of persons who claimed they did not receive a fixed 
charge penalty notice relating to the penalty points offence and therefore had their charges 
dismissed. [33645/14]

17/09/2014WRV06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is 
the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  Section 4(3) of the 
1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance of its functions, 
which includes the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
following table provides details of the number of defendants summonsed to appear before the 
court in 2013 and 2014 and convicted for failure to pay a fixed charge penalty notice within 56 
days of receipt of the notice.  In this regard it should be noted that judges are independent in 
the exercise of their judicial functions, subject only to the Constitution and the law.  The Courts 
Service has advised that statistics are not compiled in such a way as to provide details of the 
number of persons who claimed they did not receive a fixed charge penalty notice relating to 
the penalty points offence.
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Year No. of defendants sum-
monsed to Court

No. of defendants convicted

2013 47,967 11,055
Jan - July 2014 32,162   7,977
Note: These figures do not include penalty point offences which require mandatory court 

appearances (e.g. driving without insurance, driving carelessly, driving a vehicle when unfit).  
They refer to summonses issued for courts dates in the years in question, rather than the date 
on which the summons issues.

17/09/2014WRV06150Citizenship Applications

17/09/2014WRV06200617. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in the determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Carlow; if requested documentation has now been received; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33672/14]

17/09/2014WRV06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for a 
certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place 
to preserve the integrity of the process.  Certain information was requested from the applicant 
and a response has been received. Processing of the application is ongoing and the case will be 
submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRV06350Immigration Data

17/09/2014WRV06400618. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date on an application to upgrade from Stamp 2 to Stamp 4 in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 7; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33673/14]

17/09/2014WRV06500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department, that an application was 
received on behalf of the person mentioned by the Deputy on 13 June 2014 seeking to change 
their residency status from Stamp 2 to Stamp 4 permission to remain in the State.    

Applications are dealt with in chronological order and this Division will be in contact with 
the applicant in due course. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
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the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited    

17/09/2014WRV06550National Internship Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRV06600619. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an internship for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [33684/14]

17/09/2014WRV06700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that the Legal Aid Board is independent in the exercise of its functions, in accordance 
with Section 3 (3) of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1994.  This includes the staff of the Board and the 
Human Resource function which is completely separate and has no administrative links to my 
Department.

Furthermore, as Minister for Justice and Equality, I am not responsible or accountable to the 
Dáil for the exercise of any of these functions and powers or the matter referred to in the Dep-
uty’s question. The Deputy may wish to take the matter up directly with the Legal Aid Board.

17/09/2014WRV06750Garda Powers

17/09/2014WRV06800620. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when she will 
regulate the use of house alarms in order that that they have automatic shut-off times and give 
the required powers to gardaí to turn off such alarms when they malfunction and cause a noise 
nuisance.  [33729/14]

17/09/2014WRV06900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can advise the Deputy 
that legislation on noise nuisance comes within the remit of my colleague the Minister for 
the Environment, Community and Local Government. I am advised that section 107 of the 
Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992 provides local authorities with powers to require 
measures to be taken to prevent or limit noise from any premises, processes and works.  In this 
context I have no plans to provide An Garda Síochána with powers as outlined by the Deputy.  

In particular, I am advised that there is a mechanism for complaint to the District Court 
under section 108 of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992. The procedures involved 
have been simplified to allow action to be taken without legal representation. A public infor-
mation leaflet outlining the legal avenues available to persons experiencing noise nuisance is 
available to download from the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment’s website at - www.environ.ie/en/Environment/Noise/.

 I can also inform the Deputy that the Private Security Authority (PSA), under the aegis of 
my Department, is responsible for the licensing, control and supervision of all installers of se-
curity equipment.  The PSA has powers to maintain and improve standards in the provision of 
services, including standards for intruder alarms.  As of 1 August 2006, alarm installers cannot 
legally operate without a PSA licence, the granting of which requires that the installer is compli-
ant with the Irish Standard for intruder alarm systems, IS EN50131.  While this standard does 
not specify a maximum decibel level, it does specify a maximum duration of 15 minutes for the 
sounding of external alarms on buildings, which must cease automatically after this maximum 
duration.  This applies to all external alarms installed after 1 August 2006.
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17/09/2014WRW00150Garda Deployment

17/09/2014WRW00200621. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will con-
sider allocating additional resources to the gardaí so that they may increase the number of gardaí 
on active duty in Dublin city centre; and if she will consider bringing forward zero tolerance 
legislation and regulations when it comes to certain activities, including public street drinking, 
drug use, begging, breaches in planning law, and cycling on footpaths. [33730/14]

17/09/2014WRW00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed distribution of all resources, 
including personnel and vehicles, among the Garda Regions, Divisions and Districts. Garda 
management keep this distribution under continuing review in the context of crime trends and 
policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these resources. 

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of the Dublin 
Metropolitan Region (DMR) North Central and South Central Divisions on 31 July 2014, the 
latest date for which figures are readily available, was 618 and 661 respectively. There were 
also 154 Garda Reserves and almost 70 Civilians supporting these full time members.

The exercise of discretion by individual members of An Garda Síochána forms an important 
part of its policing ethos. Alternatives to prosecutions to deal with incidents of public disorder 
and other anti - social behaviours such as juvenile / adult caution or Fixed Charge Penalty 
notices form part of the current response in appropriate circumstances and can serve better to 
providing an effective and efficient system. 

17/09/2014WRW00350Liquor Licensing Laws

17/09/2014WRW00400622. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to re-
view the section of the Intoxicating Liquor Act which prevents occasional licences for dances 
being granted for events in marquees in view of the financial implications this has for festivals 
throughout the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33741/14]

17/09/2014WRW00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The statutory position 
is that section 11 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 1962 permits the District Court, under certain 
conditions, to grant an ‘occasional licence’ to the holder of an on-licence on the occasion of a 
special event which is being held at a place to which no licence for the sale of intoxicating li-
quor is attached. However, subsection (2)(b)(i) provides that an occasional licence in respect of 
a dance shall not be granted unless it is held elsewhere than in the open air or in a tent, marquee 
or other such structure.   

The Government Legislation Programme provides for future publication of a Sale of Alco-
hol Bill which will update the law relating to the sale, supply and consumption of alcohol in 
licensed premises and registered clubs. The Bill will repeal the Licensing Acts 1833 to 2011, 
as well as the Registration of Clubs Acts 1904 to 2008, and replace them with streamlined 
and updated provisions. As regards any updating of statutory provisions relating to the grant 
of ‘occasional licences’ currently set out in section 11 of the 1962 Act, I am conscious of the 
paramount importance of appropriate fire safety and health and safety standards and the need 
to ensure the continued safety of persons in venues where special events are taking place. I am 
keeping this matter under review.

17/09/2014WRW00550Immigration Data
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17/09/2014WRW00600623. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application to upgrade from Stamp 3 to Stamp 4 in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33748/14]

17/09/2014WRW00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned is currently registered in the State under Stamp 3 conditions valid until 1 April 2015, 
which is renewable directly with their local immigration officer shortly before its expiry date.

An application for residency in the State under Stamp 4 conditions on the basis of family 
dependency of an Irish national arising from their mother’s naturalisation was received on 24 
June 2014.  Such applications are dealt with in chronological order and INIS are currently pro-
cessing applications received in April 2014.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.    

  Question No. 624 answered with Question No. 579.

17/09/2014WRW00850Liquor Licensing Laws

17/09/2014WRW00900625. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to enact 
sections 9 and 16 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 2008; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33778/14]

17/09/2014WRW01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The position is that the 
Government has already agreed to replace the current RRAI voluntary code of practice on the 
display and sale of alcohol products in mixed trading outlets with a statutory code of practice 
under section 17 of the Civil Law (Miscellaneous) Provisions Act 2011. It is intended that the 
statutory code will operate for a 2-year period, after which its effectiveness will be jointly 
evaluated by the Departments of Justice and Equality and Health. The results of this joint evalu-
ation will inform any future decision on implementing the statutory provisions on structural 
separation which are set out in section 9 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 2008. Preparatory work 
on the statutory code of practice is currently under way and I hope to be in a position to launch 
a consultation process on the contents of the code, as required under section 17 of the 2011 Act, 
in the coming weeks.

Section 16 of the 2008 Act, which contains provisions for the making of regulations con-
cerning conditions for the sale, supply and consumption of intoxicating liquor, was commenced 
with effect from 30 July 2008. However, from the outset it was recognised that a joint  North/
South approach to restricting alcohol promotions would be desirable; otherwise, the effective-
ness of any measures introduced in this jurisdiction could be undermined by means of increased 
cross-border shopping if similar measures were not introduced in Northern Ireland. During 
discussions in early 2012 between my predecessor and the Minister for Social Development in 
Northern Ireland, the desirability of implementing a joint North/South approach to restricting 
certain ‘volume-based’ alcohol promotions was agreed.

The Department of Social Development in Northern Ireland subsequently launched a con-
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sultation process on draft proposals to restrict bulk purchases of alcohol products in supermar-
kets and other premises with off-licences. Arising from this consultation process, and following 
the expression of concerns by the Assembly’s Social Development Committee, the Minister 
announced that he had decided not to proceed with restrictions on bulk purchases from off-
licences. I am currently considering this matter.    

As regards future action, the position is that the Government has agreed that the forthcom-
ing Public Health (Alcohol) Bill will give Environmental Health Officers (EHOs) statutory en-
forcement powers in relation to regulations made under section 16 of the 2008 Act. Following 
enactment of this legislation, I will consider how best to proceed with the making of such regu-
lations. In this context, I remain conscious that the effectiveness of any future restrictions in this 
jurisdiction could be undermined by the lack of corresponding measures in Northern Ireland. 

17/09/2014WRW01050Civil Partnership Legislation

17/09/2014WRW01100626. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if proposals have been 
finalised for existing and future civil partnerships as part of same-sex marriage legislation and 
in the event the constitutional amendment is passed in the 2015 referendum. [33800/14]

17/09/2014WRW01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is my intention to 
shortly seek Government approval of the General Schemes of the Referendum Bill and of the 
Implementing Bill for the marriage equality referendum.  Work is currently being undertaken 
on proposals to address the situation of existing and future civil partnerships, in the event that 
the constitutional amendment is passed in the 2015 referendum,  as part of our preparations for 
the referendum.  These proposals will be included in the Memorandum that I intend to bring to 
Government in shortly.

17/09/2014WRW01250Criminal Law

17/09/2014WRW01300627. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding the progress of the criminal law (sexual offences) (amendment) Bill 2013; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [33810/14]

17/09/2014WRW01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Cabinet approved the drafting of the Sexual Offences Bill in December last.  

This is a wide ranging piece of legislation which includes legislative provisions to further 
enhance the protection of children and vulnerable persons from sexual abuse and exploitation.  
The Bill will facilitate full compliance with the criminal law provisions of a number of EU, UN 
and Council of Europe legal instruments.  The Bill will also implement the recommendations 
of two Oireachtas committees, reform the law on incest and update the Sex Offenders Act 2001.  

In addition the Bill will reform the law concerning sexual offences against vulnerable per-
sons.  In considering this, my Department published a discussion document in July and is con-
ducting a public consultation process.  Interested parties are welcome to make submissions until 
the end of this month.  The purpose of the Document is to invite views from interested parties 
on legislative proposals to replace section 5 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 1993 
(protection of mentally impaired persons).  Further details are available on my Department’s 
website.

The Bill is priority legislation and is currently being drafted.  As the Deputy will appreci-
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ate, this is a complex piece of legislation and it is not possible to indicate, at present, when the 
legislation will be enacted.  However, I am hopeful that the General Scheme of the Bill will be 
published in the coming months.

17/09/2014WRW01450Victim Support Services

17/09/2014WRW01500628. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding support services for persons (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33854/14]

17/09/2014WRW01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I empathise greatly with 
all victims of crime, including those referred to by the Deputy. Funding for organisations that 
support and assist victims of crime generally is provided under the aegis of my Department. A 
number of these organisations, which have branch networks throughout the country,  work  with 
victims of so-called  “tiger kidnapping”.  Funding is also provided to a number of accessible 
and affordable counselling services which assist victims of crime.

Any victim of crime may contact the Crime Victims Helpline  which offers a service of lis-
tening, informing and, where relevant,  referring people to support services for victims of crime 
in their local area. The Helpline can be contacted at 116006.      

Finally, I understand that employers of those affected by such crimes as a result of their 
duties in the financial sector have  policies and procedures in place to help them come to terms 
with the trauma they suffer and to manage the impacts on the family members involved. These 
include training for front-line staff and managers in trauma management, counselling and prac-
tical advice after an incident and personal security advice for the family as well as occupational 
health assistance. Alternate accommodation and facilities for families may be provided while a 
victim’s home is being investigated as a crime scene and assistance may also be given through-
out any court process.

17/09/2014WRW01650Registration Certificate

17/09/2014WRW01700629. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a Garda 
National Immigration Bureau card will be re-issued in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33869/14]

17/09/2014WRW01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Persons who are issued 
with a registration certificate (in practice this is the card referred to by the Deputy) should be 
aware that it is an important document which should be kept safely at all times. The loss or theft 
of a registration certificate should be reported immediately to An Garda Síochána. 

The person concerned should apply to her local registration officer, An Garda Síochána to 
obtain a replacement certificate. She will be required to pay the fee for the issue of a registration 
certificate which is currently €300 unless she is in an exempt category as provided for in the 
Immigration Act 2004 (Registration Certificate Fee) Regulations 2012 (S.I. No. 444 of 2012).

17/09/2014WRW01850Citizenship Applications

17/09/2014WRW01900630. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an application for citizenship in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
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Meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33870/14]

17/09/2014WRW02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
has applied for a right of residency in the State, accompanied by a right to work, based on their 
parentage of an Irish citizen child, and based also on the principles of the Zambrano Judgment. 
This application is under consideration at present.

I am advised also that an application for a Certificate of Naturalisation has been received 
from the person concerned. This application is being processed with a view to establishing 
whether the person concerned meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation 
in areas such as good character and lawful residence.  A letter issued to the person concerned 
on 7th May, 2014, and again on 8th September, 2014, in relation to this application, requesting 
the submission of certain information. The person concerned was given a period of seven days 
to respond to that latest request. This application can be further considered upon receipt of the 
requested information.   

  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been spe-
cifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases 
to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions 
process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response 
from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRW02050Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2014WRW02100631. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33871/14]

17/09/2014WRW02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for a 
certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the appli-
cant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and 
lawful residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. 

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRW02250Leave to Remain

17/09/2014WRW02300632. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an application for leave to remain in the State in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Carlow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33876/14]

17/09/2014WRW02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
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Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
has applied for a right of residency in the State, accompanied by a right to work, based on their 
parentage of an Irish citizen child, and based also on the principles of the Zambrano Judgment. 
This application is under consideration at present.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRW02450Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2014WRW02500633. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33877/14]

17/09/2014WRW02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for a 
certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the appli-
cant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and 
lawful residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. 

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

17/09/2014WRW02650Residency Permits

17/09/2014WRW02700634. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and-or expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) ion County Galway; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33879/14]

17/09/2014WRW02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department, that the person mentioned 
by the Deputy entered the State on 04 August 2006.  

INIS is not aware of any application for permission to remain in the State having ever been 
made by this person, who should now make arrangements to leave the State immediately as 
they are currently present here without the permission of the Minister.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
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Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRW02850Road Traffic Accidents Data

17/09/2014WRW02900635. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of reported road traffic accidents or traffic incidents at Gregan West, Ballyvaughan, County 
Clare, in the past five years. [33885/14]

17/09/2014WRW03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a re-
port from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact 
the Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

17/09/2014WRW03050Direct Provision Data

17/09/2014WRW03100636. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing direct provision; the number of persons in direct provision in 2014; the number who are 
children; the way in which these numbers compare with the numbers in the previous nine years; 
if she will provide a breakdown for the past ten years of the number of persons in direct provi-
sion that have been granted asylum, given permission to remain or have been returned to their 
country of origin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33901/14]

17/09/2014WRW03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Direct Provision 
system is managed by the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department. For the 
most part, this represents a cashless system with the State assuming responsibility for providing 
suitable accommodation for asylum seekers on a full board basis. RIA currently provides full 
board accommodation and ancillary services to just over 4,300 persons in 34 centres across the 
State.  It is of note that the number of new asylum seekers to date in 2014 is approximately 40% 
higher than the same period in 2013.

In relation to statistical queries such as these, it is important to state that RIA is keen to pro-
vide as much detail as is practicable on the system which it is charged with operating.  Extensive 
statistical information is on its website - www.ria.gov.ie including Annual Reports covering the 
years from 2007 to 2013 inclusive. These Annual Reports provide a variety of information, 
including a breakdown of the numbers of adults and children in each direct provision centre 
and the length of time persons, overall, have been residing in the direct provision system.  The 
statistics in relation to the numbers granted asylum, permission to remain or returned to their 
country of origin over the last ten years have been compiled but further checking across various 
databases is required to ensure the accuracy of the figures.  This information will be conveyed 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Question No. 637 answered with Question No. 579.

17/09/2014WRW03350Direct Provision System

17/09/2014WRW03400638. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures in 
place to protect children in direct provision as well as those who might be vulnerable adults; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33903/14]

17/09/2014WRW03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception & In-
tegration Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service 
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(INIS) of my Department and is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers under 
the government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  Currently, 4,311 persons are residing 
in 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract to RIA.

RIA affords the highest priority to the safeguarding and protection of children.  RIA is, and 
will always be, compliant with all legislative requirements in this area. RIA has a fully staffed 
child and family service unit, the head of which is seconded from the HSE and whose role is to 
manage, deliver, coordinate, monitor and plan all matters relating to child and family services 
for all residents in the direct provision system.  The unit also acts as a conduit between RIA and 
the Child and Family Agency (Tusla), the latter having statutory functions in this area.

A key feature of the Irish system of accommodating asylum seekers is that services are 
‘mainstreamed’.  Social Work supports for children and vulnerable adults in centres are thus 
provided through HSE/Tusla on the same basis as for children and vulnerable adults in the 
wider community. Centre staff are provided with training and with any guidance needed on a 
day-to-day basis by the Child & Family Services Unit in RIA.

In addition to the standard accommodation services and supports provided through Direct 
Provision accommodation centres, both RIA and other State service providers, particularly the 
HSE and Tusla, link in with those centres to provide on-site services and monitoring of children 
and families through Public Health Nurse and GP services, social work teams, mental health 
specialists and through the positive engagement of accommodation centre management teams.  

Although parents who live in direct provision centres have the primary responsibility for the 
care and welfare of their children who reside with them. RIA operates a Child Protection Policy 
based on Tusla’s Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children. 
In each family centre there is a Designated Liaison Person appointed to deal with Child Protec-
tion and Welfare concerns. A notice is displayed in all family centres which give the name(s) 
and contact number(s) of the Designated Contact Person(s) for the centre. All DLPs must have 
undertaken Children First training, and in almost all centres the Centre Manager is also a DLP.  
In larger centres there is more than one DLP.  RIA also encourages the DLPs to source Chil-
dren First Training for staff who may, in the course of their work, come in direct contact with 
children i.e. housekeepers, chefs, kitchen staff: all of which is dependent on the availability of 
training from the Child and Family Agency, Tusla. A more user-friendly version of this policy 
has been agreed with Tusla and will be published shortly and appropriate training arranged.

 RIA advise that there is no evidence that child protection referrals to Tusla for children in 
Direct Provision are over the national average or that  there is a disproportionate number of cas-
es under the Child Care Act, 1991 involving such children relative to the population generally.  

In relation to vulnerable adults, RIA will always act on advice from social workers and 
medical personnel. In this context it is important to note that RIA’s Child Protection and Wel-
fare Policy compliments other policies and procedures in place designed to protect residents 
and monitor contractors.;

 - the House Rules which set out the rights and obligations on residents and management 
and each could engage in a complaints mechanism in the event that the other failed in their 
obligations. The Rules’ aim is to ensure that problems are resolved quickly and ‘on the spot’ 
rather than having to resort to written complaints. Residents, however, can put their complaints 
in writing and, if unresolved, can be referred upwards to RIA. In certain cases, a first instance 
complaint can be made directly to RIA.

- Garda vetting policy. All accommodation centre staff are Garda Vetted.
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- RIA has ‘one to one’ clinics where residents can make complaints without management 
being present.

- RIA has a Code of Practice for persons working in centres.

- RIA has an inspections process. Although the purpose is primarily to determine whether 
contractual obligations are being met, inspectors also have  direct engagement with the resi-
dents in the rooms being visited.

- RIA’s Sexual harassment and Domestic Violence policy which has been agreed in conjunc-
tion with NGOs such as AkidWa and Ruhama and the UNHCR.

17/09/2014WRW03550Immigration Policy

17/09/2014WRW03600639. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing policies to do with integration and multiculturalism; if there is a framework for dialogue 
with leaders of new communities in Ireland so that issues of concern can be discussed (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33905/14]

17/09/2014WRW03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Programme for 
Government contains a commitment to promote policies which integrate minority ethnic groups 
in Ireland, and which promote social inclusion, equality, diversity and the participation of im-
migrants in the economic, social, political and cultural life of their communities.  A significant 
level of activity is taking place in pursuit of this commitment.

The Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration, an Office operating under the ambit 
of my Department, has a cross-Departmental mandate to develop, lead and co-ordinate migrant 
integration policy across other Government Departments, agencies and services. The Office is 
currently engaged in a review of our approach to the integration of migrants with a view to the 
preparation of a new updated overall integration strategy in keeping with the Government’s 
commitment to the integration of migrants. A Cross Departmental Group on Integration was 
reconstituted in March to this end with a mandate to review the activities being undertaken 
by Government Departments and agencies directed to promoting the integration of migrants, 
preparing a Draft Integration Strategy taking account of the policies and actions already being 
implemented, and undertaking consultation with key stakeholders. A public consultation pro-
cess was subsequently launched on 28 March 2014 as part of the review. Over eighty submis-
sions were received from stakeholders, a large number of whom have now met with the Cross-
Departmental Group on Integration. The Cross Departmental Group has also held a number 
of thematic meetings focussing on key policy areas relevant to the integration of migrants, 
including education, access to public services and social inclusion, and the promotion of inter-
cultural awareness and combatting racism. Work on the development of the updated integration 
strategy, which will include further thematic meetings and engagement with stakeholders, is 
ongoing.  In addition, the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration has established an 
NGO Forum where it meets key NGOs working in the integration area a couple of times a year.

More generally it should be noted that the activities of a number of key Departments and 
agencies in the field of integration are already being taken forward on the basis of specific 
strategies to ensure that their services respond to Ireland’s changed demographic in an inter-
culturally sensitive and inclusive manner. The strategies developed include: an Intercultural 
Health Strategy; an Intercultural Education Strategy; a Cultural and Arts Policy and Strategy; 
the Garda Síochána Diversity Strategy; and an Action Strategy for Integrated Workplaces. In 
addition, many local authorities too have developed action plans, often with the assistance of 
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funding provided by the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration.

The phenomenon of individuals travelling from all over Europe to the fighting in the Middle 
East has been an issue of concern to the majority of European States, including Ireland,  and 
others internationally.

There is obvious serious concern over the radicalisation and security risks some individuals 
may pose on returning to their home countries.

From an Irish perspective the Gardaí continue to monitor the situation and, in line with best 
international practice, to promote engagement with communities to counter the threat of radi-
calisation.

The Garda Síochána also maintains a close working relationship with their counterparts 
in the EU and other countries in respect of ongoing, international efforts to counter terrorism 
generally. 

17/09/2014WRW03750Crime Data

17/09/2014WRW03800640. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
crimes reported to gardaí in County Kerry from 1 June to 1 September in the years 2007, 2009, 
2011, 2013 and 2014. [33909/14]

17/09/2014WRW03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Síochána Act 
2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated 
unit for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.   

17/09/2014WRW03950Citizenship Applications

17/09/2014WRW04000641. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in determining an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33923/14]

17/09/2014WRW04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Officials in the Citizen-
ship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) inform me that there 
is no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the 
Deputy’s question.

Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in her absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
provided certain statutory conditions are fulfilled. The conditions are that the applicant must

-  be of full age

-  be of good character

-  have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
total residence in the State amounting to four years

-  intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation
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-  have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows
(i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the State, and
(ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic values.

  A foreign national who is married to, or is the civil partner of, an Irish citizen for at least 
three years may apply for naturalisation under section 15A of the Irish Naturalisation and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended, where they have been continuously resident in the island of 
Ireland for the year immediately prior to the date of their application and for two out of the four 
years prior to that year.  The marriage or civil partnership must be subsisting and recognised 
under Irish law. Section 15A provides that the Minister may waive certain conditions for natu-
ralisation if satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious consequences in respect of his or 
her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.

Section 16 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in her absolute discretion, waive some or all of the statutory conditions in certain 
circumstances i.e. where an applicant is of Irish descent or of Irish associations; where an appli-
cant is a person who is a refugee within the meaning of the United Nations Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees; or where an applicant is a Stateless person within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Stateless persons. 

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956 as amended.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRX00150Asylum Seeker Accommodation

17/09/2014WRX00200642. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will ensure 
that young asylum seekers with opportunities for further education are not deprived of such 
opportunities due to their forced relocation; and her views on the two cases reported in a news-
paper (details supplied) on 30 August 2014. [33926/14]

17/09/2014WRX00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception & In-
tegration Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the Irish naturalisation & Immigration Service 
(INIS) of my Department and is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers under 
the government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  Currently, 4,311 persons are residing 
in 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract to RIA.

The article in question did not identify the individual asylum seekers and in the absence of 
any specific information I am not in a position to comment further on the matter.  If the Deputy 
is in a position to provide any further information on the young people involved I may be in a 
position  to comment on this issue further.

17/09/2014WRX00350Residency Permits

17/09/2014WRX00400643. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
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to date in the determination of an application for leave to remain in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 8; if she will consider this application on humanitarian grounds; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33954/14]

17/09/2014WRX00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a 
notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), 
the persons concerned have submitted written representations.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 
5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement, in advance of final 
decisions being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRX00550EU Directives

17/09/2014WRX00600644. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures 
in place regarding the transcribing of EU directive concerning minimum rights for the victims 
of crime, 2012/29/EU, into Irish Law; the timeframe for such legislation; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33962/14]

17/09/2014WRX00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Directive, which 
covers all victims of crime, is due to be implemented by the Member States by the 16th of 
November 2015. I believe that the provisions of the Victims of Crime Directive will strengthen 
supports to victims of crime in Ireland. Work is continuing in the Justice system to put appropri-
ate arrangements in place to give effect to the provisions of the Directive. 

My Department is drafting legislation to transpose the Directive into Irish law and I expect 
that the Heads of a Bill will be published by the end of this year. It is my intention to have leg-
islation enacted to comply with the Directive by the November, 2015 deadline contained in the 
Directive.    

17/09/2014WRX00750Visa Applications

17/09/2014WRX00800645. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will take 
the persecution of minority groups into consideration when issuing visas to those coming from 
Iraq and Syria. [33992/14]

17/09/2014WRX00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is open to any visa 
required national to make a visa application for any purpose, the onus resting on the applicant 
to satisfy the visa officer as to why a visa should be granted in a particular case. All informa-
tion that the applicant wishes to have taken into consideration should be submitted with their 
application. 

The Deputy will, however, be aware that our visa system is not a protection system. Any 
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person who arrives at the frontiers of the State seeking asylum in the State, or seeking the pro-
tection of the State against persecution, or requesting not to be returned or removed to a particu-
lar country, or otherwise indicating an unwillingness to leave the State for fear of persecution 
can apply to the Minister for a declaration that they are a refugee. Applications for asylum in the 
State are investigated and determined by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner 
in accordance with the Refugee Act 1996. The  vast majority of Syrians who have applied for 
asylum in Ireland since the outbreak of the conflict in Syria in 2011 have been declared to be 
refugees. The recognition rate for Iraqi nationals is also comparatively high.

Our in-country protection system is supplemented by our commitment to the UNHCR re-
settlement programme. In the case of Syria I would point out that the Government has already 
committed to accept 90 persons displaced by the Syrian conflict under this programme. This 
will include four serious medical cases whose medical needs cannot be met except through 
resettlement. In addition, the Syrian Humanitarian Admission Programme (SHAP), which was 
introduced following an approach by members of the Syrian community in Ireland, is intended 
to offer temporary Irish residence - rather than refugee status - to vulnerable persons present in 
Syria, or who have fled from Syria to surrounding countries since the outbreak of the conflict in 
March 2011, and who have close family members residing in the State.   

The Programme allowed naturalised Irish citizens of Syrian birth and Syrian nationals al-
ready lawfully resident in the State to make an application for vulnerable close family members 
to join them in Ireland. All applications received are being examined based on the criteria set 
out in the programme, a key condition of which is that these persons should not become a bur-
den on the State. Beneficiaries who are admitted under the SHAP programme will be granted 
permission on a temporary basis for up to two years. This Programme is an additional initia-
tive in response to the crisis in Syria and is without prejudice to other avenues whereby Syrian 
nationals might lawfully enter the State, such as family reunification for the family members of 
refugees and persons with subsidiary protection. Such other avenues are of course also open to 
Iraqi nationals. 

The Deputy may be aware that the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and I have been 
discussing the ways in which Ireland can offer refuge to a number of families who have seen 
their lives devastated by the appalling violence and oppression in Iraq.  We are both anxious that 
Ireland plays its part and I have agreed that Ireland will provide refuge to a number of families 
fleeing the violence being perpetrated by ISIS in Northern Iraq.  The details of the arrangements 
to be put in place for this purpose are under consideration having regard to the experience to 
date in relation to the SHAP.  

17/09/2014WRX00950Departmental Contracts

17/09/2014WRX01000646. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ad-
ministrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service, to which her Department is a 
party; if she will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrangement; 
the duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these administra-
tive arrangements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34007/14]

17/09/2014WRX01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I regret to inform the 
Deputy that I am not in a position to provide the information he is seeking as it is unclear as to 
what precise information is required. Should the Deputy provide further details as to the infor-
mation sought I will be happy to try to be of assistance. 
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17/09/2014WRX01150Deportation Orders Data

17/09/2014WRX01200647. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide a 
breakdown of the annual number of deportation orders issued; and the corresponding number 
of deportation orders executed for each of the past ten years. [34026/14]

17/09/2014WRX01300650. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of depor-
tation orders issued to citizens of states to which the State will not return people; and if she will 
provide a breakdown of the figures for each state for the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 
2014 and for each state. [34073/14]

17/09/2014WRX01400680. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons under 18 years of age who have been issued with deportation orders in the years 2011, 
2012, 2013, and to date in 2014. [34611/14]

17/09/2014WRX01500681. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons under 18 years of age who were born on the island of Ireland who have been issued 
with deportation orders in the years 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 
to date in 2014. [34612/14]

17/09/2014WRX01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 647, 650, 680 and 681 together.

A Deportation Order requires a person to remove themselves from the State and it is only 
where they fail to do so that the State is forced to remove them and enforce the rule of law.  The 
process leading to deportation is extensive with many avenues of appeal, including judicial 
review in the High Court, open to persons subject to Deportation Orders.

In determining whether to make a Deportation Order, I must have regard to the factors set 
out in Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act, 1999, as amended, and Section 5 (Prohibition of 
Refoulement) of the Refugee Act, 1996, as amended.

This essentially means that the safety of returning a person, or refoulement as it is com-
monly referred to, is fully considered in every case when deciding whether or not to make 
a Deportation Order i.e. that a person shall not be expelled from the State or returned in any 
manner whatsoever to a State where the life or freedom of that person would be threatened on 
account of his or her race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or po-
litical opinion.   

The matter of effecting removals from the State is a very complex area and there are many 
reasons why Deportation Orders may not be enforced. Among these reasons are Judicial Re-
view proceedings taken in the lead up to and often immediately prior to deportation and issues 
procuring travel documents for certain countries. However, there is no list of countries that the 
State will not deport to and each individual case is considered on its own merits.     

There is no direct correlation between the numbers of Deportation Orders issued and those 
executed in any particular year.  Since 2009 over 14,000 Orders were made with over 1,500 per-
sons removed during the same period.  It should also be noted that a Deportation Order requires 
a person to remove themselves from the State (which occurs in many cases) and it is only where 
they fail to do so that the State is forced to remove them and enforce the rule of law. 

With regards to persons under the age of 18 years, who were born in the Ireland of Ireland it 
should be recalled that over 10 years ago a claimed right to reside in Ireland based solely on the 
birth of a child in Ireland had come to be used as a method of attempting to circumvent normal 
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immigration controls.  In order to address these concerns, a referendum was held in June 2004 
to amend the citizenship provisions in the Constitution which was overwhelmingly carried.  
This allowed the Oireachtas to deal with the issue of citizenship for children of non-national 
parents and the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 2004 was enacted.  This complicates the 
issue of right to remain for persons under 18, depending on whether they were born before or 
after the legislative changes.  However, I can say that it is the aim wherever possible to deal 
with family units together. 

I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service that, having examined 
in detail the request for detailed breakdowns of deportation orders made in respect of persons 
under 18 (born in the island of Ireland) or otherwise, it is not be possible to provide the figures 
requested.  Attempting to do so would mean matching and cross-matching a large number of 
data sources in such a way that the veracity and reliability of the resulting statistics could not 
be guaranteed.  In addition, carrying out such an exercise would have a significant impact on 
the ability of a number of processing units to carry out their day to day work and would divert 
resources away from the processing of individual cases which is my priority.   

17/09/2014WRX01650Criminal Law

17/09/2014WRX01700648. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on a 
matter regarding legal protection in place to defend home owners (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34037/14]

17/09/2014WRX01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The first recourse of 
any householder faced with an intruder should be, where circumstances permit, to the Garda 
Síochána.  They are best placed to deal with such offenders and to investigate offences. 

The Criminal Law (Defence and the Dwelling) Act 2011 addresses those unfortunate situa-
tions where a householder comes face to face with an intruder and clarifies the law concerning 
defence of the home.  It recognises in a very practical manner the special constitutional status 
of an individual’s dwelling and makes it clear that a person may use reasonable force to defend 
themselves in their home.  It allows for the use of such force as is reasonable in the circum-
stances, to protect people in the dwelling from assault, to protect property, to prevent the com-
mission of a crime, or to make a lawful arrest. 

The Act -

-  extends the right to use such reasonable force to the curtilage of the dwelling,

-  explicitly provides that a person attacked in the home is not required to retreat, and

-  provides that a person who uses such reasonable force cannot be sued by a intruder in 
respect of any injury, loss or damage arising from it.

Section 2 of the Act sets out the criteria for  use of reasonable force by a householder against 
an intruder entering the dwelling with criminal intent.  The householder must believe that the 
intruder has entered the dwelling to commit a criminal act.  The force used against the intruder 
must only be such as is reasonable in the circumstances as the householder believes them to be, 
to protect people in the dwelling from assault, to protect property, to prevent the commission of 
a crime or to make a lawful arrest.  Section 2(4) provides that it is a matter for a court or jury to 
decide whether the householder’s belief with regard to the amount of force used was honestly 
held and provides as follows:
  It is immaterial whether a belief is justified or not if it is honestly held but in considering whether the person using the force honestly held the belief, the court or jury, as the case may be, shall have regard to the presence or absence of reasonable grounds for so believing and all other relevant circumstances.
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  The Act achieves the correct balance in providing protections to the householder.    

17/09/2014WRX01850Asylum Applications

17/09/2014WRX01900649. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [34047/14]

17/09/2014WRX02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware, 
if the person has made an application for asylum or subsidiary protection, the position is that 
it is not the practice to comment on such applications for so long as they are in the protection 
process.  

  Question No. 650 answered with Question No. 647.

17/09/2014WRX02150Asylum Applications

17/09/2014WRX02200651. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 2; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [34090/14]

17/09/2014WRX02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): This applicant arrived in 
the State on 2 October 2005, having been granted a study visa, before applying for asylum on 6 
November 2006. His wife entered the State on 21 May 2005, and claimed asylum on the same 
date, and she gave birth to a child on 6 August 2006, on whose behalf asylum was claimed on 
2 October 2007. 

The applicant’s claim for asylum was refused on 22 January 2009. The applicant’s wife was 
also refused asylum, on 5 March 2008. The asylum claim of the aforementioned child born in 
the State was also refused, on 26 January 2009. 

An application for subsidiary protection was submitted on behalf of the applicant and the 
aforementioned child on 12 February 2009, with representations against the making of Depor-
tation Orders in their case having been submitted on the same date. A subsidiary protection ap-
plication and representations against the making of a Deportation Order were submitted on be-
half of the applicant’s wife on 14 March 2008. The applicant, his wife and his aforementioned 
child were all notified on 29 October 2010 that their applications for subsidiary protection had 
been refused. Deportation Orders were signed in respect of the applicant, his wife and his afore-
mentioned child on 5 November 2010.

A second child was born in the State to the Applicant and his wife, on 12 January 2010. An 
asylum claim was made on behalf of this child on 6 December 2010. This claim was refused 
on 10 June 2011. An application for subsidiary protection, together with representations against 
the making of a Deportation Order, were submitted on behalf of this child on 8 July 2011. This 
child’s application for subsidiary protection was refused on 1 October 2012, and a Deportation 
Order was signed in respect of her on 19 October 2012. 

Judicial review proceedings were initiated in the High Court on 9 November 2011, on be-
half of the applicant, his wife and his first child born in the State, seeking to challenge, among 
other things, the decision to refuse their applications for subsidiary protection and the decision 
to make Deportation Orders in respect of them. Further judicial review proceedings were initi-
ated in the High Court on 25 January 2012, on behalf of the applicant’s second child born in the 
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State, with similar issues being challenged. As these matters are sub judice, I do not propose to 
comment any further.

I should remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose. The service enables up-to-date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administra-
tively expensive Parliamentary Questions process.

17/09/2014WRX02350Direct Provision System

17/09/2014WRX02400652. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on the 
report, “What’s food got to do with it: food experiences of asylum seekers in direct provision”, 
published by Nasc; and the steps she will take to introduce self-catering and-or access to cook-
ing facilities for those in direct provision accommodation. [34094/14]

17/09/2014WRX02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception & In-
tegration Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service 
(INIS) of my Department and is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers under 
the government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  Currently, 4,311 persons are residing 
in 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract to RIA.

I am aware of the NASC publication earlier this year entitled “What’s food got to do with it: 
Food experiences of Asylum Seekers in Direct Provision”. The report in question indicates that 
the study was based on one to one interviews with twelve asylum seekers which were later ana-
lysed using interpretative analysis.  The report accurately recounts the various means by which 
RIA seeks to ensure food quality and variety in centres: contractual obligation to provide varied 
menus and menu cycles, complaints procedures, independent inspections and so on - details of 
which have been given in previous replies to Dáil questions on this subject.  But the report then 
goes on to say that the research indicates that many of these rules and conditions were not being 
met.  I am advised by RIA that a very strong emphasis is placed on food provision in the Direct 
Provision system and neither the independent inspection reports (which are published on the 
RIA website www.ria.gov.ie) nor the engagement of other State bodies outside the Department 
of Justice and Equality - such as the HSE, Public Health Nurses and Environmental Health Of-
ficers - would support the contention that the above conditions are not being met.

The Direct Provision system has, of necessity, only a small number of self catering facili-
ties and the provision of communal cooking areas is not part of the Direct Provision remit of 
RIA and would, in any event, involve considerable structural change to its current contracted 
portfolio all of which would involve revised planning permission. Nonetheless, the report will 
inform RIA in its continuous attempt to improve conditions in centres. 

I should also mention in this context that the Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016 
includes a commitment to “...establish an independent Working Group to report to Govern-
ment on improvements with the protection process, including Direct Provision and supports for 
asylum seekers”.  My intention is to proceed with the establishment of that Working Group in 
the near future whose mandate will include reporting back to Government on improvements 
in relation to direct provision.  I am, in advance of the Working Group, holding a Round Table 
on 19 September to provide non-governmental organisations active in the field of asylum the 
opportunity to outline the key issues for them in relation to the State’s current arrangements 
for asylum seekers, probably including food provision.  I also intend to use the outcome of that 
meeting to inform the terms of the Working Group.



Questions - Written Answers

472

17/09/2014WRX02550Direct Provision System

17/09/2014WRX02600653. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will end 
the practice of curfews in direct provision accommodation; and her views on whether such a 
practice is contrary to the dignity and autonomy of residents. [34095/14]

17/09/2014WRX02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception & In-
tegration Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service 
(INIS) of my Department and is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers under 
the government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  Currently, 4,311 persons are residing 
in 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract to RIA.

RIA’s House Rules and Procedures provides for a limit on the times when a visitor can be 
in the centre and this is plainly necessary for the good order of the centre.  Otherwise, there are 
no ‘curfews’ in accommodation centres for asylum seekers.  

17/09/2014WRX02750Deportation Orders Re-examination

17/09/2014WRX02800654. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34129/14]

17/09/2014WRX02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred 
to is the subject of a Deportation Order made on 15th July 2011, and therefore he has no entitle-
ment to residence in the state.  

Representations were received from the persons’ legal representative asking that the Depor-
tation Order be revoked, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration 
Act, 1999 (as amended).  This applicant is under consideration at present.  The Deputy might 
wish to note that any such decision will be to ‘affirm’ or to ‘revoke’ the existing Deportation 
Order.  In the mean-time, the Deportation Order remains valid and in place.  

The effect of a Deportation Order is that the person concerned must leave the state and 
remain thereafter outside the State.  The enforcement of Deportation Orders is an operational 
matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.   

17/09/2014WRX02950Asylum Applications

17/09/2014WRX03000655. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding a matter (details supplied) in relation to asylum seekers; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34137/14]

17/09/2014WRX03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The recently published 
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Statement of Government priorities 2014-2016 includes the commitment to introduce a separate 
Protection Bill to establish a single application procedure for the investigation of all grounds 
for protection. This reform will simplify and streamline existing arrangements and provide 
applicants with a final decision on their protection application in a more straight forward and 
timely fashion and will also, as a consequence, reduce the length of time that applicants spend 
in the direct provision system. It is intended to have the new legislation published and enacted 
by April 2015.

The Government has also committed to establish an independent Working Group to report 
to Government on improvements with the protection process and supports for asylum seekers. 
The working group will be established in the near future and it is expected that it will report to 
Government by year end. 

17/09/2014WRX03150Criminal Assets Bureau

17/09/2014WRX03200656. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount of money seized by the Criminal Assets Bureau since its inception, broken down by 
region; and the way this money has been spent. [34144/14]

17/09/2014WRX03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that all monies recovered by the Criminal Assets Bureau under its statutory remit are returned 
to the Exchequer. 

Such monies are not earmarked for any specific expenditure programme. The monies are 
paid into the Government’s Central Fund, from which the Government draws for expenditure 
on all necessary public services and investment.

As the Bureau operates with a national remit, no regional breakdown of funds seized is 
available.  

Details of the total monies returned to the Exchequer for the years 1996 to 2013 inclusive is 
being collated and will be provided directly to the Deputy.

Further information concerning the activities of the Bureau are published in the Annual Re-
ports of the Bureau which are made available on the websites of the Department of Justice and 
Equality (www.justice.ie) and An Garda Síochána (www.garda.ie).

17/09/2014WRX03350Firearms Licences

17/09/2014WRX03400657. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her examination 
of key policy, legislative, administrative and other issues relating to firearms licensing will af-
fect the licensing of CCTV monitoring centres that is due to come into effect on 1 November 
2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34151/14]

17/09/2014WRX03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that the current review of key issues relating to firearms licensing will not affect arrangements 
for the licensing of CCTV monitoring centres.  From 1 November 2014 those contractors who 
provide a CCTV monitoring centre service will require a licence from the Private Security 
Authority (PSA).  The PSA is an independent agency under the remit of my Department estab-
lished under the Private Security Services Acts, 2004 and 2011.  It is the regulatory body with 
responsibility for regulating and licensing the private security industry.
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I am aware that the Deputy raised questions previously in relation to a Firearms Regulation, 
namely the Firearms (Secure Accommodation) Regulations, S.I. 307 of 2009.  These Regula-
tions set out minimum standards governing the secure storage of licensed firearms in the home.  
Consultations with An Garda Síochána and the PSA, in relation to issues previously raised by 
the Deputy regarding jamming devices being used to neutralise the effectiveness of alarms 
supported by GSM, are nearing conclusion.  I hope to be in a position to finalise regulations to 
address these issues with the Office of the Attorney General in the near future.

17/09/2014WRX03550Garda Investigations

17/09/2014WRX03600658. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on 
correspondence (details supplied) in relation to a personal pension plan; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [34174/14]

17/09/2014WRX03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed that this 
complex matter remains under Garda investigation and on completion of enquiries an investiga-
tion file will be submitted to the Director of Public Prosecutions for direction.  

The Deputy will appreciate that in these circumstances it would not be appropriate for me 
to comment further at this time.

17/09/2014WRX03750Garda Misconduct Allegations

17/09/2014WRX03800659. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an investigation (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34178/14]

17/09/2014WRX03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am aware that there 
has been correspondence on this matter over a considerable period of time.

If the individual at the centre of these allegations now wishes to write to me setting out 
clearly the nature and basis of his concerns, I am prepared to consider referring the matter for 
review under the mechanism established, following a Government decision, for the indepen-
dent review by counsel of certain allegations of Garda misconduct, or inadequacies in the inves-
tigation of certain allegations, which have been made to myself or to the Taoiseach, with a view 
to determining to what extent and in what manner further action may be required in each case.    

17/09/2014WRX03950Irish Prison Service

17/09/2014WRX04000660. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 388 of 01 July 2014, the number of young people under 18 years 
of age, with a breakdown on a monthly basis, who have been on remand in St. Patrick’s Institu-
tion from 30 June 2014 to date; and the current status of plans to put alternative arrangements 
in place to detain remand prisoners under 18 years of age in detention facilities other than St. 
Patrick’s Institution. [34289/14]

17/09/2014WRX04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Irish Prison Service 
publishes on its website (www.irishprisons.ie) prisoner population figures for all institutions 
on a daily basis.  The number of those under 18 year years of age remanded in custody to St. 
Patrick’s Institution can change on a daily basis depending on court outcomes.
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However I can advise the Deputy that on Wednesday 30th July, 2014, there were two 17 
year old children detained at St Patrick’s Institution. On Friday 29th August, 2014, there were 
four 17 year old children detained at St Patrick’s Institution.

In line with recommendations of the Inspector of Prisons to effect changes in regime and 
culture and to ensure the safe and secure custody of juvenile and young adult offenders, a Gov-
ernment decision was taken to close St. Patrick’s Institution and disperse, where possible, 17 
- 20 year old prisoners to other locations. 

Pending the development of new facilities in Oberstown which are currently under con-
struction, 17 year old children on remand must remain detained at St Patrick’s Institution for 
legal reasons.  There are no prisoners including those under 18 years of age serving a sentence 
in St Patrick’s Institution.  

17/09/2014WRX04150Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2014WRX04200661. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of fixed charge penalty notices issued to drivers by An Garda Síochána in the years 2011, 2012, 
2013 and to date in 2014 for the offence of driving while using a mobile telephone; the number 
of these drivers who did not pay the mandatory penalty fixed under the notice within 56 days 
and were summoned to court; the number of drivers who appeared in court for failure to pay the 
notice; and the number of these defendants who received a conviction. [34293/14]

17/09/2014WRX04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the number of fixed charge penalty notices issued to 
drivers by An Garda Síochána in the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014 for the offence 
of driving while using a mobile phone; the number of these drivers who did not pay the manda-
tory penalty fixed under the notice within 56 days and were summoned to court. I will contact 
the Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.  

The Deputy will be aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, man-
agement of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  
Section 4(3) of the 1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance 
of its functions, which includes the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
table provides details of the number of drivers before the court for driving while using a mobile 
phone in each of the time periods requested and the number of drivers convicted of the offence 
in the same period.

Year No of Drivers summoned to 
Court

No of Drivers convicted 

2011 8,188 2,171
2012 7,312 2,010
2013 6,340 1,777
Jan – July 2014 4,344 1,368

  Note 1: The data in the tables relates to offences prosecuted for driving while holding a mo-
bile during the course of each year. 

  Note 2: Report is on prosecutions for drivers and some offences may not have been finally 
disposed of.

  Note 3: Driver if prosecuted more than once in the same year only appears once on the re-
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port.

17/09/2014WRX04350Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2014WRX04400662. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers summoned to court to date for the offence of accessing data on a mobile telephone 
while driving or texting while driving; the number of drivers convicted of this offence in this 
period; if she will provide a breakdown of the nature of the penalties imposed on drivers who 
were convicted of the offence. [34294/14]

17/09/2014WRX04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is 
the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  Section 4(3) of the 
1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance of its functions, 
which includes the provision of information on the courts system. 

The Road Traffic Act 2006 (Restriction on use of Mobile Phones) Regulations 2014, which 
is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, came into 
effect on 1 May 2014. The Courts Service has indicated that it is currently not in a position to 
report on convictions for the offences created under the Regulations, however, in view of the 
fact that the Regulations only came into effect on 1 May 2014 it considers that it is  unlikely that 
any prosecutions have yet come for hearing before the courts.

17/09/2014WRX04550Direct Provision System

17/09/2014WRX04600663. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons availing of the direct provision facilities in County Waterford; the numbers who have 
entered direct provision centres in County Waterford for each of the past ten years; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34362/14]

17/09/2014WRX04700664. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the numbers of 
children currently in direct provision centres in County Waterford; if she will provide a break-
down in tabular form of the number of children according to age and the length of time they 
have been living in direct provision in County Waterford; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [34363/14]

17/09/2014WRX04800665. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
children born to parents in direct provision centres nationally and in County Waterford over the 
past ten years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34364/14]

17/09/2014WRX04900669. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons in direct provision at present for more than two years, three years, four years, five years, 
six years, seven years, eight years, nine years and ten years or more; the steps she is taking to 
ensure that no person is in direct provision for more than two years; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34502/14]

17/09/2014WRX05000685. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
asylum seekers currently resident in direct provision centres; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34635/14]

17/09/2014WRX05100692. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons in direct provision centres here, with a breakdown of the number of adults and chil-
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dren in each centre, in the years 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014. [34753/14]

17/09/2014WRX05200693. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
indicate, of the current numbers of persons in direct provision here, the length of time those 
living in direct provision are awaiting a decision on their application to remain here; if she will 
provide a breakdown of the number of people living in direct provision for one year, two years, 
three years, four years, five years, six years, seven years, eight years, nine years and more than 
ten years. [34754/14]

17/09/2014WRX05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 663 to 665, inclusive, 669, 685, 692 and 693 together.

The Direct Provision system is managed by the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) 
of my Department. For the most part, this represents a cashless system with the State assuming 
responsibility for providing suitable accommodation for asylum seekers on a full board basis. 
RIA currently provides full board accommodation and ancillary services to just over 4,300 per-
sons in 34 centres across the State.  It is of note that the number of new asylum seekers to date 
in 2014 is approximately 40% higher than the same period in 2013.

In relation to statistical queries such as these, it is important to state that RIA is keen to pro-
vide as much detail as is practicable on the system which it is charged with operating.  Exten-
sive statistical information is on its website - www.ria.gov.ie including Annual Reports covering 
the years from 2007 to 2013 inclusive. These Annual Reports provide a variety of information, 
including a breakdown of the numbers of adults and children in each direct provision centre 
and the length of time persons, overall, have been residing in the direct provision system.  This 
is also provided on a centre by centre basis, and the counties in which these centres are located, 
including Waterford, are identified in these reports.

Information in relation to the number of children born to parents in direct provision  is not 
readily available. RIA will investigation whether this information can be garnered and will con-
vey the information to the Deputy in due course. 

In essence, RIA accommodates all those who make a claim for international protection and 
who seek accommodation until such time as they leave voluntarily; are removed - either by way 
of deportation or Dublin II transfer; are granted refugee status or subsidiary protection; or are 
granted leave to remain, either through the process set out in the Immigration Act, 1999 or are 
granted permission to remain in the State on some other basis.  There is therefore no immedi-
ate year on year correlation between the numbers residing in direct provision accommodation 
centres and the number of asylum applications processed. Nonetheless, details of the yearly 
processing of asylum claims by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner are avail-
able on its Annual Reports published on its website -  www.orac.ie.

More generally, I acknowledge that the length of time that residents spend in Direct Provi-
sion is an issue to be addressed. The Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016 includes 
a commitment to reduce the length of time the applicant spends in the system through the 
establishment of a single applications procedure, to be introduced by way of a Protection Bill 
as a matter of priority.  Moreover, there is a further commitment to establish an Independent 
Working Group to report to Government on improvements with the protection process, in-
cluding direct provision and supports for asylum seekers. My intention is to proceed with the 
establishment of that Working Group in the near future whose mandate will include reporting 
back to Government on improvements to direct provision.  I am, in advance of establishing the 
Working Group, holding a round table on 19 September to provide non-governmental organisa-
tions active in the field of asylum the opportunity to outline the key issues for them in relation 
to the State’s current arrangements for asylum seekers.  I also intend to use the outcome of that 
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meeting to inform the terms of reference of the Working Group. 

17/09/2014WRX05350Direct Provision System

17/09/2014WRX05400666. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proce-
dures, requirements and deadlines for those interested in making a submission to the recently 
announced direct provision working group; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34456/14]

17/09/2014WRX05500667. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the criteria for 
selection and when members of the direct provision working group will be selected; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34457/14]

17/09/2014WRX05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 666 and 667 together.

The Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016 provides for the establishment of an 
independent Working Group to report to Government on improvements with the protection 
process, including direct provision, and supports for asylum seekers. I plan to establish this 
group in the near future.  

In advance of establishing the group I am convening a roundtable consultation with non-
governmental organisations active in the area to enable them to outline the key issues for them 
in relation to the State’s current arrangements for asylum seekers. The output of this consulta-
tion will inform in more detail the terms of reference of the working group. The membership of 
the working group will be considered further following the roundtable consultation.

It will be a matter for the working group when it is established to decide how it will progress 
its work.     

17/09/2014WRX05650Prison Accommodation Provision

17/09/2014WRX05700668. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her policy in rela-
tion to more than one prisoner being held in any one cell at any time; the number of prisoners 
being held in cells with more than one prisoner in them during the past two months; her plans 
to eliminate this practice; the timescale to achieve this; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [34501/14]

17/09/2014WRX05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Prison Service that on 1st July 2014, 1,978 prisoners were accommodated in single cells which 
accounted for almost 50% of all prisoners in custody on that date (4,003). In addition, there 
were 784 cells which accommodated 2 prisoners, 111 cells which accommodated 3 prisoners 
and 31 cells which accommodated 4 or more prisoners. As the Deputy will appreciate the Irish 
Prison Service must accept all prisoners committed by the Courts into its custody and does 
not have the option of refusing committals. The Deputy will appreciate, that my officials are 
concentrating on aligning our prisoner population numbers with the Inspector of Prisons’ rec-
ommendations in those prisons with the highest levels of over-crowding, namely Cork Prison, 
Limerick Prison and the Dóchas Centre.

It is clear, given the current number of prisoners in custody, that the Irish Prison Service 
is not in a position to provide single cell accommodation to all prisoners at this time.  Single 
cell occupancy across the system would result in a bed capacity of approximately 3,200 and 
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would not be possible to achieve without releasing sizeable numbers of prisoners considered 
to represent a threat to public safety. It should be borne in mind that in certain cases prisoners 
are housed together for reasons other than lack of capacity. Family members and friends  often 
elect or are assigned a shared cell. Shared cell accommodation can be very beneficial from a 
management point of view particularly for those who are vulnerable and at risk of self-harm. 

  Question No. 669 answered with Question No. 663.

17/09/2014WRX05950Departmental Correspondence

17/09/2014WRX06000670. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a substantive 
answer will be given to a letter written to her some time ago; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34538/14]

17/09/2014WRX06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that the correspondence referred to in the question was received by my Department on 
26 June 2014 and a detailed response issued on 23 July 2014.

I can also advise the Deputy that a further letter has been received from the same person and 
a reply is being prepared, which will issue shortly. 

17/09/2014WRX06150Judicial Appointments

17/09/2014WRX06200671. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of judges appointed to the Supreme Court during each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 
to date in 2014; the number of the appointees who were senior counsel; the number who were 
junior counsel; the number who were solicitors; the number who were promoted from a lower 
court; the number who were women; the number who were men; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34580/14]

17/09/2014WRX06300672. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
judges appointed to the High Court during each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date 
in 2014; the number of the appointees who were senior counsel; the number who were junior 
counsel; the number who were solicitors; the number who were promoted from a lower court; 
the number who were women; the number who were men; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [34581/14]

17/09/2014WRX06400673. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of judges appointed to the District Court during each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 
to date in 2014; the number of the appointees who were senior counsel; the number who were 
junior counsel; the number who were solicitors; the number who were promoted from a lower 
court; the number who were women; the number who were men; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34582/14]

17/09/2014WRX06500674. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of judges appointed to the Circuit Court during each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 
to date in 2014; the number of the appointees who were senior counsel; the number who were 
junior counsel; the number who were solicitors; the number who were promoted from a lower 
court; the number who were women; the number who were men; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34583/14]

17/09/2014WRX06600675. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
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of judges who were nominated to be judges of the Court of Appeal in 2014; the number of the 
nominees who were senior counsel; the number who were junior counsel; the number who were 
solicitors; the number who were promoted from a lower court; the number who were women; 
the number who were men; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34584/14]

17/09/2014WRX06700676. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of Special Circuit Court judges who were appointed to date; the number of the nominees who 
were senior counsel; the number who were junior counsel; the number who were solicitors; the 
number who were promoted from a county registrar; the number who were women; the number 
who were men; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34585/14]

17/09/2014WRX06800677. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of judicial appointments in the years 2010 to date in 2014 made following a recommendation 
by the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board and of those that were not made, the reason the 
recommendations were not followed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34586/14]

17/09/2014WRX06900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 671 to 677, inclusive, together.

The information requested by the Deputy in respect of the number of judicial appointments 
from 2010 to date in 2014 is set out in the tables.  

The Deputy will be aware that, under the Constitution, judges are appointed by the President 
on the advice of the Government.  The current process for the appointment of judges in Ireland 
is set out in sections 12 to 17 of the Courts and Courts Officers Act 1995 which established the 
Judicial Appointments Advisory Board.

Under section 16 of the Act, where a judicial office stands vacant or before a vacancy in a 
judicial office arises, the Advisory Board submits to the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
names of the persons whom it recommends for appointment.  The Minister then brings the 
names to Government.  Section 17 of the same Act provides that these procedures shall not ap-
ply where the Government propose to advise the President to appoint a serving judge. 

A review of the current procedures for appointment to judicial office is ongoing in my 
Department and a public consultation was initiated in December 2013. The submissions to the 
review are currently being given detailed consideration in my Department.

In respect of the Court of Appeal, on 25 February 2014 the Government announced a serv-
ing Judge of the High Court, the Hon. Mr. Justice Seán Ryan as President Designate of the 
Court of Appeal. On 23 July 2014 the Government announced 6 serving judges of the High 
Court as Judges designate of that Court, of which four were male and two were female. Formal 
nominations for appointment to the Court of Appeal will take place once the Court has been 
established. 

Six Specialist Judges of the Circuit Court were appointed on 15 July 2013. Applications 
for these posts were made through the JAAB and eligibility to apply was confined to serving 
County Registrars. Of the persons appointed as Specialist Judges four were female and two 
were male.

In addition to the figures in the following tables, there are three vacancies on the High Court 
to which the Government has made nominations and the appointments are due to be made by 
the President shortly.

Judges Appointed 2010 to 2014



17 September 2014

481

- 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Supreme 
Court

2 1 2 2 1 8

High Court 1 2 3 2 6 14
Circuit 
Court

2 1 8 7 0 18

District 
Court 

4 4 9 2 3 22

Total 9 8 22 13 10 62
Judges Appointed to the Supreme Court 2010 to 2014 - Former occupation

 - 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Junior 
Counsel

0 0 0 0 0 0

Senior 
Counsel

1 0 0 0 0 1

Solicitor 0 0 0 0 0 0
Serving 
Judge

1 1* 2 2 1 7

Total 2 1 2 2 1 8
 *Appointment of the Hon. Mrs. Justice Susan Denham as Chief Justice on 25 July 2011

Judges Appointed to the High Court 2010 to 2014 - Former occupation

High Court 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Junior 
Counsel

0 0 0 0 0 0

Senior 
Counsel 

1 1 3 2 5 12

Solicitor 0 0 0 0 1 1
Serving 
Judge

0 1 0 0 0 1

Total 1 2 3 2 6 14
 

Judges Appointed to the Circuit Court 2010 to 2014 - Former occupation

Circuit 
Court

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total

Junior 
Counsel

1 0 2 0 0 3

Senior 
Counsel 

1 0 3 0 0 4

Solicitor 0 0 1 0 0 1
Serving 
Judge

0 1 2* 1 0 4

County 
Registrar

0 0 0 6 0 6

Total 2 1 8 7 0 18
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*Includes the appointment of the Hon. Mr. Justice Raymond Groarke as President of the 
Circuit Court on 13 July 2012

Judges Appointed to the District Court 2010 to 2014 - Former occupation

District 
Court

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total

Junior 
Counsel

1 0 1 1 0 3

Senior 
Counsel

0 0 0 0 0 0

Solicitor 3 4 7 1 3 18
Serving 
Judge

0 0 1* 0 0 1

Total 4 4 9 2 3 22
*Appointment of Her Hon. Judge Rosemary Horgan as President of the District Court on 

13 July 2012 

Judges Appointed 2010 to 2014 - Male/Female Breakdown

Year Su-
preme 
Court

Su-
preme 
Court

High 
Court

High 
Court

Circuit 
Court

Circuit 
Court

District 
Court

District 
Court 

M F M F M F M F
2010 2 0 1  0 0 2 2 2
2011 0 1 2 0 1 0 2 2
2012 2  0 2 1 4 4 6 3
2013 0 2 2 0 2 5 1 1
2014 1 0 3 3 0  0 0 3
Total 5 3 10 4 7 11 11 11
Judges Appointed 2010 to 2014 - JAAB

 - 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Supreme 
Court

1 0 0 0 0 1

High Court 1 1 3 2 6 13
Circuit 
Court

2 0 6 6 0 14

District 
Court

4 4 8 2 3 21

Total 8 5 17 10 9 49
Judges Appointed 2010 to 2014 -  Where Section 17 of the Courts and Courts Officers 

Act 1995 applies

 - 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Supreme 
Court

1 1 2 2 1 7

High Court 0 1 0 0 0 1
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Circuit 
Court

0 1 2 1 0 4

District 
Court

0 0 1 0 0 1

Total 1 3 5 3 1 13

17/09/2014WRY00150Garda Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRY00200678. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to provide 
funding for the purchase of replacement Garda prison trucks; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34592/14]

17/09/2014WRY00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles is a matter for the Garda Commissioner in 
the light of her identified operational demands and the availability of resources.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the replacement of Garda vehicles is reviewed on 
an ongoing basis in the context of operational priorities and available funding. There are cur-
rently no plans to purchase trucks for prisoner conveyance.

17/09/2014WRY00350Garda Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRY00400679. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to provide 
funding for the purchase of additional marked Garda vans; the number of new vans that came 
into service in 2013 and the number that were withdrawn from the fleet in 2013; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [34593/14]

17/09/2014WRY00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The provision and al-
location of Garda transport is a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light of identified 
operational circumstances and the availability of resources.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that during 2013 83 Garda vans were allocated to the 
Garda fleet and 29 Garda vans were withdrawn from the fleet. I am also advised that there are 
currently no plans to purchase marked Garda vans in 2014.

As the Deputy will be aware, 438 new Garda vehicles were purchased in 2013 at a cost 
of €10 million. In addition, €4 million has been made available for the purchase and fit out of 
Garda transport in 2014. 

This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a 
time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear 
indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána 
are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an effective and efficient polic-
ing service.

  Questions Nos. 680 and 681 answered with Question No. 647.

17/09/2014WRY00650Departmental Funding

17/09/2014WRY00700682. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on a 
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matter (details supplied) regarding financial assistance to NGOs, attending a conference in July 
2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34614/14]

17/09/2014WRY00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Department of Jus-
tice and Equality provided no financial or other assistance to NGOs in relation to the event 
referred to.  

17/09/2014WRY00850Garda Station Closures

17/09/2014WRY00900683. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding Elphin Garda station, County Roscommon; and if she will provide confirmation that it 
will remain into the future. [34626/14]

17/09/2014WRY01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The programme of re-
placement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is based on requirements which are 
established by An Garda Síochána. The programme is advanced in close co-operation with the 
Office of Public Works, which has responsibility for capital expenditure in this area.

In that context, I am informed by the Garda authorities that plans for the provision of new 
Garda accommodation in Elphin are currently being advanced by the Office of Public Works.

17/09/2014WRY01050Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Investigations

17/09/2014WRY01100684. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
a complaint made to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in Dublin 8; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34627/14]

17/09/2014WRY01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 established the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission to receive complaints from 
members of the public concerning the conduct of members of the Garda Síochána.  The Act 
stipulates that the Ombudsman Commission is independent in the exercise of its functions.  I 
have no role in the processing of individual complaints which are referred to the Ombudsman 
Commission for investigation. 

  Question No. 685 answered with Question No. 663.

17/09/2014WRY01350Deportation Orders Data

17/09/2014WRY01400686. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the percentage of 
asylum cases determined in each of the last three years that have resulted in the issue of deporta-
tion orders; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34636/14]

17/09/2014WRY01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that arising from the 
refusal of an asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the 
Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), a person is notified by letter that the Minister proposes 
to make a Deportation Order in respect of them.  They are given the following options, to be 
exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making 
of a Deportation Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why 
a Deportation Order should not be made against them.  In addition, persons are also entitled to 
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apply for Subsidiary Protection in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for 
Protection) Regulations 2006.  

A Deportation Order requires a person to remove themselves from the State and it is only 
where they fail to do so that the State is forced to remove them and enforce the rule of law.  The 
process leading to deportation is extensive with many avenues of appeal, including judicial 
review in the High Court, open to persons subject to Deportation Orders.

In determining whether to make a Deportation Order, I must have regard to the factors set 
out in Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act, 1999, as amended, and Section 5 (Prohibition of 
Refoulement) of the Refugee Act, 1996, as amended.

This essentially means that the safety of returning a person, or refoulement as it is com-
monly referred to, is fully considered in every case when deciding whether or not to make 
a Deportation Order i.e. that a person shall not be expelled from the State or returned in any 
manner whatsoever to a State where the life or freedom of that person would be threatened on 
account of his or her race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or po-
litical opinion.  

The percentage of asylum cases determined that have resulted to date in the issue of deporta-
tions orders in respect of 2011 was 24%, 10.7% in 2012 and 6.8% in 2013.  It should be noted 
that the variations in these figures are primarily related to the process leading up to making of 
a deportation order.  Following the stage when persons are refused asylum, they can then ap-
ply for Subsidiary Protection and thereafter Leave to Remain. It is only on completion of all of 
these steps that the deportation order is made.  Thus when the process is completed the likeli-
hood is that the number of deportation orders in respect of asylum applications determined in 
the years in question will be significantly increased. 

17/09/2014WRY01550Proposed Legislation

17/09/2014WRY01600687. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will introduce 
legislation in the near future (details supplied) regarding sex trafficking and exploitation; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [34643/14]

17/09/2014WRY01700703. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding prostitution; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [34854/14]

17/09/2014WRY01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 687 and 703 together.

There is already legislation in place to address trafficking for the purpose of sex and those 
organising prostitution or  living off the earnings of prostitutes. 

The Deputies’ questions appear to refer to the Justice Committee’s “Report on hearings and 
submissions on the Review of Legislation on Prostitution”. 

I am examining the recommendations made by the Justice Committee, the advices of the 
Attorney General and the views of the Minister for Health regarding a new approach to prostitu-
tion legislation. 

When I have had the opportunity to complete consideration of the issues, proposals will be 
brought to Government.
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17/09/2014WRY01850Appointments to State Boards

17/09/2014WRY01900688. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when she will appoint 
the board of the National Disability Authority; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34653/14]

17/09/2014WRY02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Chair designate of 
the Authority is meeting with the members of the Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence 
and Equality today and I expect to be in a position to make a formal announcement in relation 
to the appointment of the board shortly. 

17/09/2014WRY02025Child Maintenance Issues

17/09/2014WRY02100689. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will investigate 
the delays in acknowledgements and responses of other countries in relation to the maintenance 
recovery section with specific reference to a person (details supplied). [34697/14]

17/09/2014WRY02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on individual cases that may be or 
have been the subject of an application under the UN Convention on the Recovery Abroad of 
Maintenance. 

Such applications are facilitated by the Irish Central Authority for International Mainte-
nance Recovery which is located in my Department. I understand that the individual involved in 
this matter is in contact with the Central Authority and that the Authority is awaiting a response 
from the requested Central Authority.

I can assure the Deputy that the Central Authority will continue to actively pursue this mat-
ter and will keep the applicant informed of the progress of her application.

17/09/2014WRY02250International Agreements

17/09/2014WRY02300690. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will report on 
the progress of the national legislation required so that Ireland can ratify the Council of Europe 
Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34702/14]

17/09/2014WRY02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department is 
working on a number of pieces of legislation which I believe will assist in Ireland being fully 
compliant with the provisions of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combat-
ting Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence, also known as the Istanbul Convention. 

The legislation under development includes the Government commitment to introduce con-
solidated and reformed domestic violence legislation to address all aspects of domestic vio-
lence, threatened violence and intimidation, in a way that provides protection to victims.  This 
legislation will strengthen the protections already available and more fully enable  requirements 
of the Convention to be addressed. Substantial progress has been made in my Department in 
formulating legislative proposals in this regard and I expect to bring proposals to Government 
later this year. I regard this work towards ratification of the Convention as a priority. 

There are a number of elements of the Victims Directive that will support compliance with 
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the Convention.  Work on legislation to transpose the Victims Directive is ongoing with a view 
to having such legislation on the statute book by the transposition deadline of November, 2015. 

In addition, a Sexual Offences Bill is receiving priority attention in my Department and this 
too will strengthen protection for victims of such offences. 

Cosc, the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Vio-
lence, an office of my Department, is continuing to seek the detailed views of the responsible 
offices to fully identify required amendments to processes and law,  which might be necessary 
for Ireland to ratify the convention. 

17/09/2014WRY02450Residency Permits

17/09/2014WRY02500691. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway was refused a stamp 4 visa on the grounds that he failed to 
submit the requested documentation in respect of private medical insurance; the reason proof 
of cover of private medical insurance was required as the person has a medical card; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34713/14]

17/09/2014WRY02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned is currently registered in the State under Stamp 3 conditions valid until 9 June 2015 
which is renewable directly with their local immigration officer shortly before its expiry date.

The requirement to have private medical insurance is not new in the immigration system 
and is already  applied to some other categories of migrant. An application for residency in 
the State under Stamp 4 conditions on the basis of family dependency of an Irish national was 
received on 12 September 2013. This application was refused on 20 May 2014 as the person in 
question failed to submit the requested documentation, despite reminders. It is, of course, open 
to the individual to reapply with all necessary supporting documentation. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

  Questions Nos. 692 and 693 answered with Question No. 663.

17/09/2014WRY02750Direct Provision Data

17/09/2014WRY02800694. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality of the cur-
rent number of people in direct provision in the State, the number of individuals who have 
received an initial decision on their application to remain in the State from the officer of the 
Refugee Applications Commissioner but who have lodged an appeal with the Refugee Appeals 
Tribunal; the number of people currently living in direct provision who have lodged an appeal 
to the High Court challenging a decision of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal; and if she will pro-
vide a breakdown of the length of time these appeals have been pending. [34755/14]

17/09/2014WRY02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are currently ap-
proximately 4,300 persons residing in direct provision accommodation. The number of appeals 
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currently pending in the Refugee Appeals Tribunal (RAT) against asylum or subsidiary protec-
tion decisions of the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner is 1,154. The median 
processing time for a substantive asylum appeal currently stands at 41 weeks.  As the RAT has 
only recently begun to process subsidiary protection appeals it is not possible to provide a me-
dian processing time for such cases.

There are currently 582 active judicial reviews challenging decisions of the RAT. It can take 
a number of years for the court process to be completed in relation to such cases. 

Details in relation to the number of persons residing in the direct provision system who have 
appeals pending in the RAT or active judicial reviews challenging decisions of the RAT are not 
readily available. However a recent analysis revealed that approximately 50% of persons in 
the direct provision system have either judicial review applications pending, are the subject of 
deportation orders, or are seeking leave to remain in the State for non-protection reasons. 

The Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department, which manages the direct 
provision system, is keen to provide as much detail as is practicable on the system which it is 
charged with operating. Extensive statistical information is on its website - www.ria.gov.ie - in-
cluding Annual Reports covering the years from 2007 to 2013 inclusive, providing a variety of 
information. Much of this information is also provided on a centre by centre basis. 

17/09/2014WRY02950Drugs Crime

17/09/2014WRY03000695. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide details of the number of drug seizures in the Garda R and J districts in 2013 and to date 
in 2014, including the quantities, types and value of drugs seized. [34760/14]

17/09/2014WRY03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that it is not possible to provide the data sought in the time available for reply. However, 
I have requested the Garda authorities to provide the requested information and I will arrange 
for all available information to be forwarded to the Deputy upon receipt.

17/09/2014WRY03150Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2014WRY03200696. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and-or expected residency status and-or entitlement to seek application for naturalisation in the 
case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34781/14]

17/09/2014WRY03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I understand that a letter 
has recently issued to the person whose details were supplied with regard to her position in the 
State, and also to her legal representative.  Further details will be provided to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRY03350Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2014WRY03400697. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 22; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34785/14]

17/09/2014WRY03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
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Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for a 
certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence. A letter was issued to the person concerned on 25 August 2014 requesting certain 
information. Upon receipt of the requested information the case will be processed further and 
submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRY03550Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2014WRY03600698. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 7; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34787/14]

17/09/2014WRY03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for a 
certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the appli-
cant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and 
lawful residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. 

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRZ00150Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2014WRZ00200699. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
24; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34792/14]

17/09/2014WRZ00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that this application is 
being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory condi-
tions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful residence, and will be 
submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most cases are now generally processed within six months, the 
nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will 
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take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can take 
a considerable period of time.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.    

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2014WRZ00350Legislative Programme

17/09/2014WRZ00400700. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding the proposed mediation Bill which will promote mediation as a viable, effective and 
efficient alternative to court proceedings, thereby reducing legal costs and speeding up the reso-
lution of disputes; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34794/14]

17/09/2014WRZ00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Mediation Bill is 
at an advanced stage of drafting and will promote mediation as a viable, effective and efficient 
alternative to court proceedings, thereby reducing legal costs and speeding up the resolution of 
disputes. It will introduce an obligation on solicitors and barristers to advise any person wishing 
to commence court proceedings to consider mediation as a means of resolving the matter before 
embarking on such proceedings. It will also provide that a court may, following the commence-
ment of any such proceedings, on its own initiative invite parties to consider the mediation op-
tion and suspend the proceedings to facilitate such a process.

I am at present giving consideration to the possible inclusion in the legislation of an over-
arching governance structure for the mediation sector. The Deputy may recall that this matter 
was raised by the Joint Committee on Justice, Equality and Defence in its constructive Report 
on the General Scheme of the Mediation Bill. Such a representative structure could, for exam-
ple, play an important role in the promotion of mediation as an alternative to court proceedings 
and in the development of codes of practice for the sector. A number of mediation bodies have 
made submissions on mediation regulation and standards in the context of the future legislation 
and I shall have regard to the various views expressed when finalising the Bill for publication 
in the coming months.

17/09/2014WRZ00550Court Procedures

17/09/2014WRZ00600701. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she is 
willing to take measures to stop media incursion on family privacy at civil court proceedings 
in view of a number of judges who have come out and spoken of concerns over media being 
present in courts, often in plain sight of personal documents and, under the Miscellaneous Pro-
visions Act 2013, are then free, although under guidelines, to report on individual cases; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [34803/14]

17/09/2014WRZ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Part 2 of the Courts and 
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Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 allows Press access to the courts in family law 
and child care proceedings subject to strict conditions preventing identification of the parties 
and children involved. The provisions aim for a careful balance of the requirement to safeguard 
the privacy of persons involved in the proceedings with the need to promote public confidence 
in the administration of justice by ensuring transparency in how family and child care law oper-
ates in the courts.

Under the Act the court itself has the power to exclude representatives of the Press or re-
strict or prohibit the publication of evidence given in the proceedings in order to protect the 
anonymity of the parties, or if this is required by the nature or circumstances of the case or the 
interests of justice. Publication or broadcast of material which breaches anonymity safeguards 
is an offence and is subject to a fine of up to €50,000 or a term of imprisonment up to 3 years.

The provisions arise from a commitment in the Programme for Government to reform and 
modernise aspects of family law. 

17/09/2014WRZ00750European Arrest Warrant

17/09/2014WRZ00800702. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will disclose the advice she received, and from whom, that informed the decision of the then 
Minister for Justice to delete section 42(C) of the European Arrest Warrant Act in February 
2005; if she will publish the correspondence setting out such advice; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [34816/14]

17/09/2014WRZ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I  refer the Deputy to 
Dáil Éireann Debates Vol. 598 No. 3, 616-617 on the Report Stage of the Criminal Justice (Ter-
rorist Offences) Bill 2002 where the rationale for the amendment to the European Arrest War-
rant Act 2003 he refers to is set out in detail.

Question No. 703 answered with Question No. 687.  

17/09/2014WRZ01050Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRZ01100704. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total 
number of new appointments made in her Department and those under her remit since March 
2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed during the 
period. [35125/14]

17/09/2014WRZ01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised the total 
numbers of new appointments made in my Department and those Bodies or Agencies under my 
remit from 1 March 2011 to 1 September 2014 are as follows:

Department (including the Irish Prison 
Service)
Special Advisor 2
Legal Researcher 1
Member of Garda Síochána Inspectorate 2
Director, Insolvency Service of Ireland 1
Head of Information & Communication 
Technology

1
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Department (including the Irish Prison 
Service)
Community Service Supervisors 6
Locum Probation Officer 5
Technology Advisor, Data Protection Com-
missioner’s Office 

1

Accountant 6
Solicitor 3
Deputy Chief Inspector, Garda Inspectorate 1
Driver to the Minister of State 1
Psychologist 3
Prison Officer 40
PASO Grade 3 104
PASO Grade 2 13
PASO Grade 1 6
Prison Nurse 5
Doctor 1
Governor 3 1
Campus Governor 1

Nationality Disability Authority
Senior Research officer, Assistant Principal 1

Legal Aid Board
Mediator 3
Law Clerk 1
Solicitor 14
Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission
Director, Assistant Secretary 1
Property Registration Authority
Service Officer 3
Courts Service 
Executive Legal Officer 1
Usher to High Court Judge 3
Court Crier 2
Court Messenger 3
Judicial Assistant 30
Judicial Clerk 3
Judicial Researcher 11
Solicitor 1
Irish Human Rights Commission
Assistant Principal 2
Garda Síochána
Head of Legal Affairs 1
Chief Administrative Officer 1
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Department (including the Irish Prison 
Service)
Accident Damage Coordinator 2
Grooms - Mounted unit 2
Head of Communications 1
Total 290

 
  In addition to the above a number of temporary clerical officers were employed on short 

term contracts during March 2011 and September 2014.  These are, by definition, short term 
contracts designed to meet seasonal peaks and facilitate staff who avail of Shorter Working  
Year Scheme.

17/09/2014WRZ01275Public Sector Staff Increment Payments

17/09/2014WRZ01300705. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pub-
lic sector employees under her remit who are subject to a freeze on their increment payment in 
2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35137/14]

17/09/2014WRZ01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information is cur-
rently being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is to hand.

17/09/2014WRZ01450Departmental Staff Rehiring

17/09/2014WRZ01500706. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in her Department on career break at 
the time of the Haddington Road Agreement who lost their right to return to their old positions; 
of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the number who 
availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their employment; 
the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after being on rede-
ployment lists of over one year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35149/14]

17/09/2014WRZ01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised that the 
number of staff in my Department on career break at the time of the Haddington Road Agree-
ment on 1 July 2013 was 70.  Of these 70,  53 continue to be on career break, 8 are currently 
on the resource panel awaiting redeployment to suitable posts within the civil or public service.  
Of the balance, I understand 1 returned to a post in my Department, 6 availed of suitable rede-
ployment opportunities to other areas of the civil or public service and 3 resigned from their 
employment.

17/09/2014WRZ01650Sentencing Policy

17/09/2014WRZ01700707. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will con-
sider introducing the English and Welsh model of sentencing with starting tariffs outlining 
minimum sentences in cases of murder or homicide. [32901/14]

17/09/2014WRZ01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There is a serious ques-
tion as to whether the model of sentencing used in England, where certain sentences may have 
both a punitive element/tariff  and a public protection element could be consistent with our 



Questions - Written Answers

494

Constitution.

In this jurisdiction the mandatory sentence for murder is life imprisonment, as provided 
by section 2 of the Criminal Justice Act 1990. A sentence of life imprisonment means that the 
prisoner is subject to that sentence for the rest of his or her life. Such a prisoner has no right to 
be released early at any stage. If granted temporary release, the prisoner remains subject to the 
life sentence and can be recalled to prison at any stage.

At present, the average duration of imprisonment as a result of a life sentence, based on 
those who have been granted temporary release from prison to date, is approximately 18 years.  
Of course, it must be noted that this is an average and many prisoners subject to a life sentence 
will be detained for a longer duration.

While I have no plans at present to amend the law to provide for a specific minimum term 
of imprisonment for murder, I intend to keep the matter under review.

The offence of manslaughter does not attract a mandatory penalty but is punishable by a 
maximum of life imprisonment.  As the Deputy will appreciate, the courts are independent in 
the matter of sentencing, as in other matters concerning the exercise of judicial functions, sub-
ject only to the Constitution and the law.  The approach of the Oireachtas has generally been 
to specify in law a maximum penalty for an offence, so that a court, having considered all the 
circumstances of a case, may impose an appropriate penalty up to that maximum.  The court is 
required to impose a sentence which is proportionate not only to the crime but to the individual 
offender, in that process identifying where on the sentencing range the particular case should lie 
and then applying any mitigating factors which may be present.  An important safeguard rests 
in the power of the Director of Public Prosecutions to apply to the Court of Criminal Appeal to 
review a sentence she regards as unduly lenient.

The superior courts have developed a substantial body of case law setting out general prin-
ciples of sentencing.  Sentencing practice is also being developed by a steering committee of 
the judiciary which developed the Irish Sentencing Information System (ISIS) website, a pilot 
initiative designed to gather information about the range of sentences and other penalties that 
have been imposed for particular types of offences across court jurisdictions.  ISIS is being de-
veloped as a valuable tool not only for members of the judiciary but also for lawyers, research-
ers and those concerned with the needs of victims and their families. The initiative led by the 
judiciary through the Judicial Research Office in undertaking the detailed work of gathering 
and providing information via the website is welcomed.

A Penal Policy Review Group was established in September 2012 by the then Minister for 
Justice and Equality, Mr. Alan Shatter T.D. The Group was asked to undertake an examination 
and analysis of all aspects of penal policy including the role of penal policy in crime prevention, 
sentencing policy, alternatives to custody, prison accommodation and regimes, supports for 
reintegration and rehabilitation, and the issue of female offenders.  The Group has completed 
its deliberations and recently submitted its final report to me. It is my intention to publish the 
report today, September 17.

17/09/2014WRZ01850Age Identity Cards

17/09/2014WRZ01900708. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will con-
sider making the age card available to persons under the age of 18 in order to provide a form of 
identification that can be used when using public transportation; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32924/14]
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17/09/2014WRZ02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Age Card 
is a voluntary proof of age card which may be issued to persons aged 18 years and over under 
the Intoxicating Liquor Act 1988 (Age Card) Regulations 2010. The purpose of the card is to 
verify a person’s age in relation to the sale of alcohol as well as the sale of tobacco, as provided 
in section 45 of the Public Health (Tobacco) Act 2002, in the context of offences which might 
arise in relation to the sale of alcohol or tobacco to underage persons. The card is not designed 
to function as an identity card for other purposes.

Anyone aged 18 years and over may apply for an Age Card on-line at www.agecard.ie.

17/09/2014WRZ02050Youth Services Funding

17/09/2014WRZ02100709. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
facilitate a meeting with members of a youth centre (details supplied) in County Longford to 
discuss the possibility of releasing necessary funds for a facility.  [33794/14]

17/09/2014WRZ02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): In 2013, €1.5m in capi-
tal funding was made available to my Department for a Youth Café scheme. Pobal assisted my 
Department to administer this scheme. In all 95 applications with proposals were received and 
some 30 proposals were approved for funding. These projects are currently working with Pobal 
to develop their projects to the next stage.

An application from the project in question was received under the scheme but was deemed 
ineligible. 

Representatives of the project met with the then Minster for Children and Youth Affairs in 
January of this year.  Representations have also been received in my Department on behalf of 
the project in question. 

Officials of my Department and Pobal met with project representatives in recent days. Of-
ficials are now undertaking a full examination of all aspects of this case, including information 
and documentation provided at the meeting. 

The outcome of this examination will be communicated to the project in the coming weeks. 

17/09/2014WRZ02250School Completion Programme

17/09/2014WRZ02300710. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
ensure that no more cuts are implemented in the school completion programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34086/14]

17/09/2014WRZ02400745. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
budget allocation for school completion programmes in the years 2011 to 2013, inclusive, and 
to date in 2014 with a breakdown of the recipient organisations providing school completion 
programmes; and the locations of same in each of those years. [34340/14]

17/09/2014WRZ02500748. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost of 
providing the school completion programme nationally each year since 2010 respectively; if 
the 6.5% per annum savings over the period 2012 to 2014 identified in the 2011 comprehen-
sive review of expenditure have been achieved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34640/14]
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17/09/2014WRZ02600749. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there has 
been, or if there is due to be, a further budget and performance evaluation of the school comple-
tion programme following its review under the terms of the 2011 comprehensive review of 
expenditure; the issues identified as needing to be addressed in this review; the proposals and 
changes to be made to the programme as a result; the role of the Child and Family Agency in 
any review of the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34641/14]

17/09/2014WRZ02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 710, 745, 748 and 749 together.

The School Completion Programme (SCP) aims to retain young people in the formal edu-
cation system to completion of senior cycle and to generally improve the school attendance, 
participation and retention of its target cohort. The SCP is a targeted intervention aimed at those 
school communities identified through the Department of Education and Skills’ DEIS Action 
Plan for Educational Inclusion. It involves 124 locally managed projects and related initiatives 
operating across 470 primary and 224 post-primary schools to provide targeted supports to ap-
proximately 36,000 children and young people. The programme’s project model approach gives 
local communities the autonomy to devise innovative approaches to address the needs of young 
people most at risk of early school leaving.

Since its establishment on 1 January 2014, the Child and Family Agency has operational 
responsibility for the School Completion Programme, including the allocation of funds to proj-
ects within the programme. 

Details of the allocations to the School Completion Programmes since 2011 are as follows,

Year Annual Allocation
2011 €30.256m
2012 €28.256m
2013 €26.456m
2014 €24.756m
As with all major spending programmes, the School Completion Programme budget was 

subject to examination under the terms of the 2011 Comprehensive Review of Expenditure 
(CRE). This process identified a requirement for savings of 6.5% per annum across the pro-
gramme over the period 2012 to 2014. These savings required are reflected in the allocations to 
the programmes in those years.

The potential for any changes in the funding allocated to the Child and Family Agency for 
the  School Completion Programme in future years is a matter to be considered in the annual 
estimates and budgetary processes having regard to the resources available to the Government.

The planned programme review of SCP indicated in the Comprehensive Review of Expen-
diture has commenced. The objectives of the review are to identify best practice, to clarify roles 
and responsibilities and to build upon the valuable learning and experience obtained to date 
across the programme.

Following the completion of the procurement process the ESRI has been contracted by the 
Child and Family Agency to undertake the review. The review process is being overseen by a 
steering committee which includes officials of the Child and Family Agency and my Depart-
ment and officials from the Department of Education and Skills.

The review findings will assist in identifying the reforms necessary to consolidate the SCP 
programme on a sustainable footing for the future and ensure that available funds are targeted 
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to those services which provide the greatest contribution to good educational outcomes for 
children and young people at risk of educational disadvantage.  It is anticipated that the review 
will be completed during the current academic year. 

Arrangements are being  made to send details of locations of the SCP projects  to the Deputy 
as requested.

17/09/2014WRZ02750Child Care Costs

17/09/2014WRZ02800711. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position 
regarding assistance towards child care cost in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34172/14]

17/09/2014WRZ02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department imple-
ments a number of programmes to support parents with the cost of childcare.  

The Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme provides funding to community 
childcare services to enable them to provide quality childcare at reduced rates to disadvantaged 
and low income working parents.  The CCS programme, which is not provided through private 
or commercial childcare services, provides support for sessional pre-school, full time, part time 
and after school places, is targeted benefit primarily to lower income and disadvantaged fami-
lies, and eligibility is based on means-tested entitlements.  Parents who qualify for support can 
have their weekly childcare costs substantially reduced.

The Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme supports parents who 
are endeavouring to enter or return to the workforce and who are participating in training or 
educational courses for this purpose.  Under the CETS programme, childcare services are con-
tracted to provide childcare places to qualifying Solas or Education and Training Boards (ETB) 
trainees or students for the duration of their courses.  This programme also provides part time 
and after school places.  Eligibility of training courses for support under the CETS programme 
is determined by the relevant training authority and the local Solas or ETB office should be able 
to advise.  

17/09/2014WRZ02950Youth Services Provision

17/09/2014WRZ03000712. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the services 
for young people through the young people’s facilities and young people’s facilities and ser-
vices fund to 2011 levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34516/14]

17/09/2014WRZ03100726. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans 
to consult with the Minister with responsibility for drugs on the future of young people’s facili-
ties and services funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33365/14]

17/09/2014WRZ03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 712 and 726 together.

My Department administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the 
provision of youth services to young people throughout the country including those from disad-
vantaged communities.  In 2014, funding of €49.78m has been provided to my Department for 
these schemes. The funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 
400,000 young people and involve, approximately 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 
40,000 volunteers working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.
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From within this budget, my Department provides funding to projects under the Young 
People’s Facilities and Services Fund. Some 240 projects are supported under the Fund. They 
are located in disadvantaged areas where a significant drug problem exists or has the potential 
to develop. The objective is to attract “at risk” young people into facilities and activities and 
divert them away from the dangers of substance abuse. In 2014, the allocation for the Young 
People’s Facilities and Services Fund is €18.397m.

The provision of additional funding for the youth funding schemes including the Young 
People’s Facilities and Services Fund is a matter for consideration in the context of the annual 
budget and the resources available to the Government.

My Department has completed a Value for Money and Policy Review of a number of the 
youth funding schemes that target disadvantaged young people including the Young People’s 
Facilities and Services Fund. The review makes recommendations for the future operation of 
these youth schemes that will shape their development in the years ahead to ensure quality ef-
fective, value for money services that are evidence based and designed to secure the best out-
comes for young people.  The review’s recommendations will further inform the development 
of a National Youth Strategy which is due for completion this year.

I work closely with the Minister for Health and other ministers of Government on a range 
of policy priorities for children and young people. This includes the implementation of the 
National Drugs Strategy 2009 – 2016, a cross cutting Government Strategy which is led by the 
Minister for Health and overseen by the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy. My Department 
is represented on the  Oversight  Forum on Drugs which is chaired by the Minister for Health.  
In these contexts consultations will take place on the findings on the Value for Money Policy 
Review and the recommendations as to how best the youth programmes, including the Young 
People’s Facilities and Services Fund, may be developed for the future to improve the prospects 
of securing good outcomes for the most vulnerable young people.

17/09/2014WRZ03250Child Safety

17/09/2014WRZ03300713. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of interventions under section 12 of the Child Care Act notified 
to Child and Family Agency every month to date in 2014; the number of individual children 
involved; the number of such interventions that resulted in the child being admitted to care; 
the number of such interventions that resulted in the child being returned immediately to their 
homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32972/14]

17/09/2014WRZ03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Section 12 of the Child 
Care Act 1991 provides for the removal of a child to a place of safety by an Garda Síochána in 
situations where it is believed that there is immediate and serious risk to the health or welfare of 
the child and  the risk is such that it would not be appropriate to wait for the Child and Family 
Agency to make an application for an emergency care order. The Act provides that An Garda 
Síochána must place the child in the custody of the Child and Family Agency as soon as pos-
sible.

Section 12 operates in conjunction with other duties and obligations of the Agency.  Where 
a child is received into care in circumstances such as these, the Agency is required, following 
initial assessment, to either return the child to his/her parents, if it is safe to do so, or make an 
application to the District Court for an Emergency Care Order at the first available opportunity.  
A District Court may grant an Emergency Care Order if there is reasonable cause to believe that 
there is an immediate and serious risk to the child or that there is likely to be if they were to 
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leave the care setting. Emergency Care Orders have a limited duration and a fuller hearing must 
be convened within prescribed timelines.

I have been advised by the Agency that data in relation 2014 is collated on an annual basis at 
the end of the year and validated data will not be available till early 2015.  The Agency advised 
that a total of 767 interventions under Section 12 of the Child Care Act 1991 were notified by 
an Garda Síochána to the Agency for the two year period 2012 - 2013.  The majority of these 
children were admitted to care ( 63%), while the remainder were returned home without further 
intervention or court order.  The most common reason for Section 12 of the Child Care Act 1991 
being invoked over the two year period 2012-2013 was categorised as neglect (44%) followed 
by welfare issues (15%).

17/09/2014WRZ03450Child and Family Agency Staff

17/09/2014WRZ03500714. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of personnel that are employed by the newly established Child and Family Services; 
the number of these positions that have been filled by public advertisement; the number that 
were filled internally by appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32976/14]

17/09/2014WRZ03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): At the end of July 2014, 
there were 3,471.22 whole time equivalents employed at the Child and Family Agency. The 
information requested in respect of the appointment process would not normally be held in my 
Department and I have asked my officials to arrange for the Agency to supply this information 
directly to the Deputy. 

17/09/2014WRZ03650Education Welfare Service Staff

17/09/2014WRZ03700715. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 316 of 16 July 2014, if he will urgently seek sanction from 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to fill vacant posts for educational welfare 
officers in Dublin 3, 5 and 17. [33025/14]

17/09/2014WRZ03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be 
aware the functions and operational responsibilities of the former National Educational Welfare 
Board (NEWB) are now part of the Child and Family Agency, which was established on 1st 
January 2014. Since this date the staff of the former NEWB, including its Education Welfare 
Officers (EWOs), have transferred to the new Agency. Within the Agency, the statutory Educa-
tion Welfare Service has specific responsibility for the Agency’s general function to ensure that 
each child attends a recognised school or otherwise receives a certain minimum education. The 
appointment of EWOs is a function of the Child and Family Agency.

The Agency has advised me that staffing levels in the statutory Education Welfare Service 
country-wide are currently under review, taking account of ongoing restrictions on public ser-
vice recruitment and current budgetary considerations.

The Agency advises that in order to address particularly urgent capacity issues in the greater 
Dublin area, including the areas to which the Deputy refers, a staged process is now underway 
to reorganise available EWO resources in the area. The objectives are to achieve more balanced 
geographical coverage, to provide an acceptable service to schools and families and to deal with 
growing inequity in EWO workloads arising from the demographic developments over many 
years and changes in the nature of school attendance and other educational welfare challenges. 
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The Agency will advise my Department on progress with the reorganisation. 

Staff vacancies in the front line services for children and young people at risk of early 
school leaving continue to be prioritised by the Agency, in consultation with my Department, 
in so far as possible working within Government policy on public service numbers and the 
moratorium on recruitment.

17/09/2014WRZ03850Child Detention Centres

17/09/2014WRZ03900716. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans to 
apply additional persons at the Irish Youth Justice Service in Oberstown, Lusk, County Dublin, 
including the position of night supervisory officers; the number of positions available; the tim-
escale expected to complete the recruiting process; when staff will commence to be appointed; 
the timeframe the panel to be established will be in existence for; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33026/14]

17/09/2014WRZ04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Children Detention 
Schools in Oberstown are currently recruiting additional staff namely, 45 Residential Social 
Care Workers, 18 Night Supervisory Officers, 3 Unit Managers and 1 Clinical Nurse Manager 
(Grade 1). The 3 Unit Manager vacancies are being filled by way of internal promotion on the 
Oberstown campus.  The other posts are being filled by way of open competition via the Public 
Appointments Service. 

The closing date for applications for the posts of Residential Social Care Worker and Night 
Supervisory Officer was 1 May 2014. The recruitment process for both competitions is at an 
advanced stage. Employment contracts for the first batch of recruits have issued and training 
is expected to commence for those recruits within the coming weeks. Additional contracts will 
issue later in the year with a view to completing the recruitment process by end of year. Panels 
are likely to be in place for at least six months.

The closing date for applications for the post of Clinical Nurse Manager 1 is 25 September 
2014.  It is hoped to make an appointment before the end of year. The internal recruitment pro-
cess for the 3 Unit Manager posts is well advanced.

17/09/2014WRZ04050Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRZ04100717. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 2013 to 31 
December 2013, and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expect-
ed to leave in 2014, and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
leave in 2015, and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016, 
and the annual savings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33199/14]

17/09/2014WRZ04200718. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual costs 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33216/14]

17/09/2014WRZ04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
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tions Nos. 717 and 718 together.

The information requested by the Deputy in respect of the years 2013 and 2014 is set out in 
tabular format below. The full year costs identified relates to the annual gross salary as adjusted 
under the Haddington Road Agreement. It does not take account of employer PRSI contribu-
tions nor any notional employer contribution for accrual of superannuation entitlements. 

Number of staff 
leaving

Associated 
Annual  Salary 
Savings

Number of staff 
starting

Associated An-
nual Salary Cost

End 2013 5 €222,886 10 €658,638
 End 2014 (est.) 31 €1,158,953 37 €1,321,460
The Deputy should note that the high level of staff movements in 2014 reflects staffing ad-

justments associated with a number of changes in Ministerial responsibility at my Department.  
In addition, my Department employed a number of temporary clerical officers during the sum-
mer months. The core employment figures at my Department at the end of August 2014 was 
140.29 whole time equivalents compared to 136.79 in August 2013. This is estimated to rise 
to 147 whole time equivalents by the end of 2014 due to the return of a number of staff from 
external secondments and is reflected in the above figures.

My officials are currently involved in a workforce planning exercise to identify the number 
of exits from the Department over the next two to three years. In that regard, it is currently es-
timated that up to 9 members of staff will retire during 2015 and 2016. The annualised salary 
costs of the 9 individuals is €647,241 (€453,117 in 2015 and €188,124 in 2016). In addition, 
a large number of staff will be eligible to retire but have not yet expressed their intentions in 
this regard. It would be my Department’s intention to seek sanction for replacement of all these 
staffing resources. However as part of the overall workforce planning exercise, consideration 
will be given to the appropriate grade and skills mix required to meet demands on the Depart-
ment and this will have an impact on overall replacement costs. I am not in a position to provide 
an estimate of these costs at this time but I would intend that there will be an overall reduction 
in costs through a better grade mix.

As the Deputy is also aware, my Department is responsible for  the Commission of Inves-
tigation into matters relating to Mother and Baby Homes. This will have staffing implications 
for my Department.  This and other matters relating to the Commission are currently under 
consideration and accordingly are not included in the above figures.

17/09/2014WRZ04350Early Child Care Education

17/09/2014WRZ04400719. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if payments can be claimed-applied retrospectively in cases where early childhood care and 
education scheme payments are made to a provider but then inadvertently stopped before the 
child becomes ineligible on age grounds and if the child is attending a preschool that is regis-
tered with the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33241/14]

17/09/2014WRZ04500720. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if a child is moved from one child care provider to another, the way his Department ensures 
early childhood care and education scheme payments continue, assuming the child is in the cor-
rect age cohort and the school is registered with the scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33242/14]

17/09/2014WRZ04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
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tions Nos. 719 and 720 together.

Children are eligible to avail of the free pre-school year under the Early Childhood Care and 
Education (ECCE) programme when they are aged more than 3 years 2 months and less than 4 
years 7 months at 1 September in the relevant year.  

Generally the situation is that where parents wish to transfer a child to another service, four 
pre-school weeks advance notice of such a move should be given to the childcare service in 
which the child is enrolled.  Where a child is moved to a new childcare service providing the 
free pre-school year under the programme and no advance notice has been given, the first ser-
vice in which the child was enrolled will be paid four weeks capitation in lieu of notice and no 
capitation payment will be made to the new service for that child during that four week period.  

During the first four weeks of the school year where advance notice is given, a child can 
transfer to a new service and the capitation payment will be provided to the new service at the 
end of that four week period. The first provider can opt to release the payment to the new ser-
vice at any time following the transfer of the child and before the end of the four week period. 

Where an eligible child enrols for the free pre-school provision and during that school year, 
because of health or other circumstances, ceases to avail of the provision, the childcare pro-
vider must inform my Department and the capitation payment for that child is discontinued.  If 
the parent wishes to enrol that child in the following school year for the balance of the unused 
capitation entitlement, they will have to make application  to my Department and when the 
circumstances are considered permission may be granted to allow the child to enrol again and 
avail of the unused free pre-school complement. 

It is not clear from the questions submitted what the circumstances are that the Deputy is 
referring to, but the Early Years Policies and Programmes unit in my Department will clarify 
any issues or concerns that parents have in relation to the implementation of the programme.

17/09/2014WRZ04650Departmental Expenditure

17/09/2014WRZ04700721. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of applications that have been made to the courts in every calendar year since 1 August 
2012 to have legal costs services related to the representation of guardians ad litem taxed or 
measured as provided for in sections 25 (4), 26 (2) and 26 (2C) of the Child Care Act 1991, as 
amended; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33298/14]

17/09/2014WRZ04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency,  has responsibility for payment of Guardian ad litem and associated legal ser-
vices under the Child Care Act 1991.

I am informed that Tusla has made no referrals to the Taxing Master since its establishment 
on 1 January, 2014.  The information sought for  the period from 1 August, 2012 to 31 Decem-
ber 2013 i.e. that period of time when this matter was the responsibility of the Health Services 
Executive, remains outstanding and I have requested Tusla to ascertain the position and inform 
the Deputy regarding same as soon as possible.

I should clarify that Section 26 (2)(c) of the Child Care Act 1991 (as amended) has not been 
commenced.  

17/09/2014WRZ04850After-School Support Services
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17/09/2014WRZ04900722. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide an update on the number of children availing of the after school child care initiative 
with a breakdown on a county basis, including the number of children availing of the initiative 
in Dublin 3, 5, 13 and 17. [33334/14]

17/09/2014WRZ05000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The After-School Child 
Care (ASCC) programme was introduced in October 2013 specifically to provide after-school 
care for primary school children for certain categories of working parents for a once-off period 
of 52 weeks.  

A table giving the uptake figures for each City/County Childcare Committee region is be-
low.  Figures are not available separately for Dublin postal district areas.

After-School Child Care Programme

Figures for uptake in each City/County Childcare Committee Region

CCC Children under ASCC
Carlow 1
Cork County 1
Clare 3
Cavan 3
Cork City 4
Donegal 8
Dun Laoghaire 1
Dublin South 3
Dublin City 6
Fingal 7
Galway 4
Kildare 11
Kilkenny 1
Kerry 2
Laois 2
Leitrim 0
Limerick 9
Longford 0
Louth 18
Mayo 1
Meath 2
Monaghan 1
North Tipp 1
Offaly 3
Roscommon 0
Sligo 4
South Tipp 4
Waterford 1
Westmeath 1
Wexford 4
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CCC Children under ASCC
Wicklow 0
Total Children 106

17/09/2014WRZ05050Adoption Services Provision

17/09/2014WRZ05100723. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Questions No. 386 of 3 December 2013, No. 720 of 15 January 2014 
and No. 658 of 18 February 2014, if he will provide an update on the current number of staff 
working in the adoption information and tracing service specifically in the area of organising 
and storing files transferred from former adoption societies and mother and baby homes to the 
State; and if he will indicate if there has been an increase in the number of staff working on this 
specific project since early 2014 to date. [33335/14]

17/09/2014WRZ05200724. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide a breakdown of the total number of staff working in the adoption information and 
tracing unit of the Child and Family Agency and any staff working in information and tracing 
services with the Adoption Authority of Ireland by grade and including staff on placements 
and internships; and if he will provide a breakdown of the Departments within the unit and the 
authority in which these staff members are employed. [33336/14]

17/09/2014WRZ05300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 723 and 724 together.

The Child and Family Agency advises that there are approximately 25 whole time equiva-
lent social workers dedicated to information and tracing. This figure does not include admin-
istrative and counselling services which also support the information and tracing service. The 
Agency advises that the Adoption Service with the Child and Family Agency is currently being 
re-structured in order to develop a national service to improve equity of access and quality of 
service and to ensure consistency of policy and practice.

In an effort to reduce waiting times for the information and tracing service, the Agency’s 
adoption service has redistributed records in their entirety from individual institutions to the 
appropriate adoption team in each area. The waiting list for the service is kept under constant 
review to ensure that enquiries regarding information and tracing are dealt with as promptly as 
possible.

The Adoption Authority of Ireland advises that the following staff work in the area of In-
formation and Tracing: one Principal Social Worker one day per week, two full-time social 
workers, one full-time Higher Executive Officer, one Staff Officer four days per week and one 
full-time Clerical Officer.

17/09/2014WRZ05350Adoption Data

17/09/2014WRZ05400725. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Questions No. 172 of 5 March 2014, if he will report on the current status 
of adoption files from Holles Street, St. Brigid’s and St. Patrick Guild; and if all of these files 
have now been transferred to the Child and Family Agency. [33337/14]

17/09/2014WRZ05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Child and Family 
Agency advises that it is currently in negotiations with all relevant parties in regard to the trans-
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fer of files from Holles Street, St. Brigid’s and St. Patrick’s Guild. The Agency anticipates that 
the process will be completed and the files transferred in early 2015. 

Question No. 726 answered with Question No. 712.

17/09/2014WRZ05650Departmental Reports

17/09/2014WRZ05700727. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide an update with regard to the implementation and advancement of the recommenda-
tions outlined in the Study of Young Carers in the Irish Population; his views on developing a 
national framework of supports and policy guidelines for young carers in the education system; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33456/14]

17/09/2014WRZ05800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): “The Study of Young 
Carers in the Irish Population”, published by the then Department of Health and Children in 
2010, highlights the importance of creating a better understanding of children as carers in Ire-
land. It found that it is very difficult to identify young carers in the population.  

In order to learn more about children that undertake caring roles, my Department requested 
the Central Statistics Office to include a question in the Census of Population 2011.  People of 
all ages were asked whether they provide any unpaid personal help for a friend or family mem-
ber with a long-term illness, health problem or disability.  The Census of Population 2011 found 
that 6,449 children provided regular unpaid personal help for a friend or family member with a 
long-term illness, health problems or disability.  Overall, 5.6 per 1,000 children provided regu-
lar unpaid personal help for a friend or family member with a long-term illness, health problem 
or disability.  Rates ranged from 4.3 per 1,000 in Co. Louth to 8.2 per 1000 in Co. Leitrim.  It is 
further planned, under the National Strategy for Research and Data on Children’s Lives (2011-
2016) that an analysis will be carried out, of those children who reported in the 2011 Census 
that they undertook caring roles. This analysis will be published before the end of 2014 and, 
when published, will be examined to see how it can help inform future policy as to how best to 
address the support needs of children and young people who undertake caring roles.

The Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency is developing 
national guidelines as a practical support for schools in the preparation of School Attendance 
Strategies as outlined in Section 22 of the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000. The guidelines will 
assist schools to implement effective measures to support children at risk of poor attendance 
and participation, including those with caring responsibilities. It is anticipated that the guide-
lines will be completed before the beginning of the 2015/16 academic year. 

The Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency is in the process of 
refining and implementing a new strategic approach to service delivery through the integrated 
working of its three service strands. In working to deliver an integrated model of service it has 
committed to the principle of “One Child, One Team, One Plan”. This new model of service 
will provide an enhanced response to the needs of children, families and schools.

17/09/2014WRAA00150Child and Family Agency Remit

17/09/2014WRAA00200728. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
position regarding the work of the Child and Family Agency to support parents to adopt posi-
tive parenting practices with the aim of eliminating corporal punishment here; the number of 
positive parenting programmes that are being provided to this aim throughout the State through 
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family resource centres or other agencies; if an audit has been carried out or other data col-
lected on the quality, effectiveness and accessibility of positive parenting programmes around 
the State; and the manner in which information on positive parenting programmes is being dis-
seminated to parents to encourage uptake. [33590/14]

17/09/2014WRAA00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Child and Family 
Agency has a Parenting Support Strategy (PSS) in place.  This strategy gives a mandate for 
the commissioning of evidence based parenting support programmes in all 17 local areas.  The 
Agency funds a range of parenting support services including Parenting Programmes, Parent 
and Toddler services, Springboard Projects, Parentline, Marte Meo model, Lone Parent Ser-
vices and Treoir, Teen Parent Support Programmes through various entities including the large 
network of Family Resource Centres. In 2013, Family Resource Centres facilitated almost 140 
positive parenting programmes. Many of theses programmes have been evaluated.

The theme of Positive Parenting is specifically addressed in many evidence based parent-
ing programmes. Supporting children’s self-discipline and behaviour with a ‘learning’ strategy 
rather than a ‘punishment’ strategy is strongly and effectively advocated by many Parenting 
Support Programmes (for example the Lifestart Growing Child Programme, a home-based pro-
gramme for parents of children aged from birth to five years).

The Agency has also launched a “50 Key Messages” document as part of the Parenting Sup-
port Strategy which is an evidence informed guide for parents and practitioners of key messages 
that are important for raising children well.  Central to this are 31 key messages that deal with 
parenting of children across the lifecourse - from ‘preparing for parenthood’ through to parent-
ing teenagers.  One of the key messages is that ‘a Positive Parenting Style Works’.  The Agency 
is currently incorporating these 31 key messages into a user-friendly branded section (www.
parenting24seven.ie) of its website which will be launched shortly. This will be followed up by 
a number of related initiatives including practitioner and parent training, parental participation 
projects and the recruitment of parenting support champions.  These initiatives will be moni-
tored and evaluated along with other family support work. 

Parenting Support can be formal, semi-formal or informal. Parents are made aware of the 
courses provided in FRCs through various means including local advertising, newsletters, leaf-
let drops and word of mouth. Some may be identified through their attendance at other services 
and activities provided within an FRC or through referrals from other support services.  The 
Child and Family Agency website www.tusla.ie also information for parents with regard to 
positive parenting.

Central to the Child and Family Agency’s understanding of positive parenting is the impor-
tance of a positive approach in the day to day care and education of our children.  The style of 
parenting that is used is important and has a significant impact on children’s development, how 
they feel about themselves and the world around them.  It can be as important to their long-term 
well-being as nutrition and physical exercise. Research indicates that adopting a positive par-
enting style results in children being happier, healthier, enjoying their learning and being able 
to make friends.

Supports for parents around ‘Parenting Positively’ are part of an integrated approach to 
improving children and family well-being and improving outcomes.  Supporting parents is 
recognised as a key element of this collective work and described as a ‘transformational goal’ 
in the recently published National Policy Framework for Children and Young People. The evi-
dence indicates that a “Positive Parenting Style” works and is linked to improving outcomes 
for children.
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17/09/2014WRAA00350Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

17/09/2014WRAA00400729. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views 
on correspondence (details supplied) regarding justice for Irish mother and baby homes cam-
paign for a comprehensive inquiry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33609/14]

17/09/2014WRAA00500730. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his 
attention has been drawn to correspondence from a campaign group (details supplied) in rela-
tion to its response to the report of the Inter-Departmental Group on Mother and Baby Homes, 
in particular the group’s view that the terms of reference should not be limited to a small num-
ber of institutions. [33643/14]

17/09/2014WRAA00600740. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans 
to announce the terms of reference for the commission of inquiry into mother and baby homes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34230/14]

17/09/2014WRAA00700741. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views 
on broadening terms of reference for the commission of inquiry into mother and baby homes 
to include all institutions involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34231/14]

17/09/2014WRAA00800742. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views 
on empowering the commission of inquiry into mother and baby homes to make observations 
regarding evidence suggesting criminal wrongdoing, so that it may make recommendations 
regarding a criminal investigation being established into such matters as it deems to be appro-
priate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34232/14]

17/09/2014WRAA00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 729, 730 and 740 to 742, inclusive, together.

I wish to assure the House that this Government is committed to establishing an effective 
Commission of Investigation into matters relating to Mother and Baby Homes which can de-
liver on public expectations in a realistic manner. 

Considerable progress has been achieved to date and discussions are on-going with my 
Government colleagues with a view to finalising our deliberations on the terms of reference in 
early course. The Inter-Departmental Group’s Report, which I published on the 16th July, has 
served to stimulate and further inform public debate on these important matters. The work of 
the Inter-Departmental Group concentrated on the potentially most salient records which were 
accessible in the time available so as to inform Government’s considerations of the scope and 
format of the Commission of Investigation.

The Report acknowledges the need to learn from the experience and lessons of previous 
statutory inquiries. It is my view that our approach should have regard to the facts established 
through recent inquiries into related institutions, and the general experience gained in conduct-
ing similar investigations into matters of public importance. 

Given the breadth and complexity of the issues involved it is clear that comprehensive and 
precise terms of reference are required to ensure the Commission is set up on the most sound 
footing possible. The investigation needs to be broad enough and inclusive enough to give us 
an understanding of the issues but precise enough to facilitate completion in a timely and cost 
effective way. This is a complex task and it is appropriate to take the necessary time for detailed 
consultation and drafting. To do otherwise would not be in the best interests of the mothers and 
children most concerned or serve the wider public interest.  
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With regard to the specific question of criminal investigations,  the Act obliges the Commis-
sion to report to the Minister and if the report reveals issues of concern which are potentially 
criminal in nature, these will of course be referred to the appropriate investigative and prosecu-
tion authorities. 

I wish to again acknowledge the constructive contribution of opposition spokespersons and 
Deputies on both sides of the House with whom I have met.  As I have previously stated, seek-
ing the widest consensus possible in developing the terms of reference will assist in establishing 
an inquiry which is capable of effectively addressing these important matters in a sensitive and 
timely manner. 

I expect to be in a position early in this Dáil term to bring a Memorandum to Government 
setting out the proposed Terms of Reference with a draft order to establish the Commission. 

17/09/2014WRAA00950Children in Care

17/09/2014WRAA01000731. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 324 of 16 July 2014, if he will confirm that the projects 
referred to in the reply, of four additional beds in Gleann Alainn in County Cork, 12 additional 
beds in Crannóg Nua, County Dublin and the upgrade and refurbishment works at Ballydowd, 
County Dublin, will all commence in 2014; if further funding over and above the €1.1 million 
allocation will be required to complete these projects in the time frame of 2014 to 2016; and 
when it is expected that the individual projects in each of the three centres will be completed. 
[33653/14]

17/09/2014WRAA01100744. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question 319 of 16 July 2014, if he will provide an updated report on 
the refurbishment works scheduled for Crannóg Nua High Support Unit at Portrane; and if a 
construction team has now been appointed to carry out the refurbishment works. [34291/14]

17/09/2014WRAA01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 731 and 744 together.

Special Care involves the detention of a child for his or her own welfare and protection in 
a Special Care Unit on order of the High Court.  Special Care Units differ from ordinary resi-
dential care in that the Units offer higher staff ratios, on-site education as well as specialised 
input such as psychology and child psychiatric services. The child is not detained as a result of 
criminal offences, but is placed by a High Court Order.

There are three special Care Units in the country which are operated by the Child and Fam-
ily Agency under a single national governance arrangement.  They are Ballydowd in Dublin, 
Glenn Alainn in Cork and Coovagh House in Limerick.  The Agency proposes to increase the 
number of special care places available and the current position with regard to these proposals 
is as follows;

- Provision of four additional places in Glenn Alainn, County Cork

The Agency has advised that this project is currently at the Tender Review stage.  The ap-
pointment of a construction team and commencement of building works will occur following 
successful conclusion of the Tender Review process.  It is anticipated that the Tender Review 
process will conclude by mid-November 2014.  

- Provision of 12 additional places in Crannóg Nua, County Dublin
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There are two projects for the provision of the 12 additional places, a new build project for 4 
places and a refurbishment project for a further 8 places. The Agency has advised that the new 
build project (4 places) is at the Tender Review stage.  A contractor can be engaged following 
successful conclusion of the Tender Review process which is anticipated to conclude by mid- 
November 2014.  Refurbishment works at Crannóg Nua will provide a further 8 special care 
places. The Agency has advised that while the tender for the refurbishment works at Crannóg 
Nua has not yet issued, these works remain a priority for the Agency.

- Upgrade and refurbishment works at Ballydowd, County Dublin

I am advised by the Agency that this project is currently at the Tender Process stage, with 
works due to commence in 2014 and conclude in 2015.

As the Agency is currently reviewing the tenders received and the tender for the refurbish-
ment works at Crannóg Nua has not yet issued, the Agency is not in a position to clarify at this 
time any additional capital funding which may be required to conclude these projects.

17/09/2014WRAA01250Child Care Services Provision

17/09/2014WRAA01300732. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 324 of 16 July 2014, in relation to the advice from the 
Child and Family Agency that it is in the process of changing its model of care provision for 
children who require additional supports; if a new strategy for high support and special care 
will be devised and published by the agency; if the criteria for admission to special care will be 
amended from the criteria currently being used by the Agency which were published in March 
2012. [33654/14]

17/09/2014WRAA01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be 
aware, children who required a high support placement were previously accommodated in one 
of two national high support units. However, this arrangement was not always found  to be in 
the best interests of the child, given that this usually meant that the child was placed outside 
their local area at a time when building relationships with a family and community was impor-
tant.  The Child and Family Agency (the Agency) decided to increase the number of special 
care places and to provide high support to children who need it by way of individualised care 
packages in their local area.  

The Agency recently revised the Standard Operating Process for referrals to Special Care 
and a copy of these documents are available on request from the Agency.

17/09/2014WRAA01450Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRAA01500733. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 632 of 1 July 2014, in relation to the vacancies as noted in 
the reply for which approval is awaited of social care worker, speech and language therapist 
and social worker in the assessment consultation and therapy service, if sanction has now been 
granted to fill the three vacancies. [33655/14]

17/09/2014WRAA01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I have been advised by 
the Agency that sanction has been granted to fill three vacant positions in the Assessment Con-
sultation and Therapy service and the recruitment process is now been progressed.
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17/09/2014WRAA01650Child and Family Agency Investigations

17/09/2014WRAA01700734. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 632 of 1 July 2014, when it is expected that the Child and 
Family Agency will have developed a database in order to enable the contemporaneous tracking 
of young persons in receipt of services from ACTS, for example, in terms of their geographical 
location, their care status or whether they are in a care or detention setting. [33656/14]

17/09/2014WRAA01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I have requested the 
information from the Child and Family Agency and I will revert to the Deputy when this infor-
mation is to hand.

17/09/2014WRAA01850Children in Care

17/09/2014WRAA01900735. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of unaccompanied minors in the care of the State in the years 2012, 2013 and to date 
2014; and the types of care settings in which unaccompanied minors were cared for during this 
period. [33657/14]

17/09/2014WRAA02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I have requested the 
information from the Child and Family Agency and I will revert to the Deputy when this infor-
mation is to hand.

17/09/2014WRAA02050Departmental Programmes

17/09/2014WRAA02100736. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of parents who have engaged in positive parenting programmes each year since their 
introduction; the costs charged to parents for participating in these programmes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33676/14]

17/09/2014WRAA02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Child and Fam-
ily Agency funds a range of parenting support services across the State, including a range of 
Parenting Programmes, Parent and Toddler Services, Springboard Projects, Parentline, Marte 
Meo model, Lone Parent Services, Treoir and Teen Parent Support Programmes.  These parent 
support services take place in various settings, including in the network of Family Resource 
Centres. The most recent information from the Agency indicates that over 1,250 parents com-
pleted Parenting Courses in 2012 and almost 1,200 in 2013, within a Family Resource Centre 
setting broken down as follows:-

Number of Parents completing specific Parenting Courses in a Family Resource Cen-
tre

Programme 2012 2013
Strengthening Families 258 267
Community Mothers 56 12
Incredible Years 124 78
Lifestart 42 12
Parents Plus 315 403
Positive Parenting 445 377
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Common Sense Parenting 12 32
Total 1,252 1,181
Charges for participating in these programmes vary, with some offered free of charge and 

others at a nominal fee. 

Data in respect of parenting programmes run in other settings is not readily available. 

17/09/2014WRAA02250Departmental Contracts

17/09/2014WRAA02300737. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service his Department is a party 
to; if he will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrangement; the 
duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these administrative 
arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33998/14]

17/09/2014WRAA02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has 
an administrative arrangement(s) with Pobal for the provision of services across a number of 
childcare and youth programmes. The total value of payments made to Pobal for these pro-
grammes in 2013 amounted to €101 million (inclusive of administrative costs). Also, since 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs was established in July 2011 the Department of 
Health has provided Accounts and IT support to my Department.

17/09/2014WRAA02450Youth Cafés Provision

17/09/2014WRAA02500738. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if details 
have been made available in respect of 2014 capital funding for small capital projects in the 
youth services such as youth cafes; if so, the source of the funding available; the application 
process involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34071/14]

17/09/2014WRAA02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): In 2014 some €500,000 
in capital funding has been made available to my Department for small capital projects in the 
youth services.

It is intended that the grants will be made available to youth projects and services that are 
funded by my Department. The criteria for the grants anticipates that eligible proposals will, in 
the main, be for small scale projects, for example, refurbishments, replacement of equipment, 
accessibility measures and other improvements in facilities. It is not intended that the scheme 
will provide grants for larger scale developments such as new youth cafes. These developments 
were the focus of the 2013 capital grants programme in which €1.5m was available and some 
30 new youth cafes were approved for funding. 

My Department is working to finalise the arrangements for the 2014 scheme and it is antici-
pated that details will be announced shortly.

17/09/2014WRAA02650Early Child Care Education

17/09/2014WRAA02700739. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
deal with a matter (details supplied) regarding the early childhood care and education scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34081/14]
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17/09/2014WRAA02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Early Childhood 
Care and Education (ECCE) programme provides a free pre-school year to all eligible children 
before commencing primary school.  Approximately 68,000 children avail of the provision each 
academic year.

There is no provision under the ECCE programme to provide for a second free pre-school 
year for any child.  However, the programme includes a number of additional provisions to take 
account of children with special needs.  These include an exemption from the upper age limit 
for qualification under the programme where a child is developmentally delayed and would 
benefit from starting primary school at a later age.  In addition, children with special needs can 
apply to have the pre-school year split over two years on a pro-rata basis, for example availing 
of the programme for 2 days a week in the first year and for 3 days a week in the second year.  
Application for these exemptions must be made prior to the child commencing the programme.

It is considered that the introduction of a second year would benefit children’s educational 
and developmental outcomes.  However, the introduction of a second pre-school year would 
require considerable additional funding, broadly in line with the cost of the current one-year 
provision, which is €175 million per annum.  This additional funding is not currently available 
due to the financial constraints under which the Government is operating.  In addition, all of the 
available evidence indicates that the quality of the pre-school provision is key to good outcomes 
for children.  The Early Years Quality Agenda that is being progressed by my Department,  and 
which involves a range of actions in key areas aimed at improving quality within early years 
services and enhancing the regulatory regime, is a key building block for any further extension 
of universal childcare provision.

  Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures,  the national policy framework for children and young 
people 2014-2020, recognises the value of early childhood care and education in supporting 
children’s early cognitive, social and emotional development, and the Government is commit-
ted to the introduction of a second free pre-school year within the lifetime of the framework 
once the required quality standards are achieved and subject to the availability of resources.  My 
Department and I will be keeping this commitment under review in the context of the progress 
of the Early Years Quality Agenda.

Questions Nos. 740 to 742, inclusive, answered with Question No. 729.

17/09/2014WRAA02950Early Child Care Education

17/09/2014WRAA03000743. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
preschools that have applied for or requested a second free ECCE year for children with a dis-
ability or who have difficulty with the English language; if funding is available for individual 
cases where this is deemed necessary and how such funding is accessed. [34235/14]

17/09/2014WRAA03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Early Childhood 
Care and Education (ECCE) programme provides for one free pre-school year for all eligible 
children before commencing primary school.  

Children with special needs can avail of the free pre-school provision over two years on a 
pro-rata basis, for example availing of the programme for 2 days a week in the first year and 
for 3 days a week in the second year.  Application for these exemptions are made by the parent 
prior to the child commencing the programme.  

There is no provision under the programme for a second full pre-school year for any child.  
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Question No. 744 answered with Question No. 731.

Question No. 745 answered with Question No. 710.

17/09/2014WRAA03350Child and Family Agency Remit

17/09/2014WRAA03400746. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 323 of 16 July 2014, if the report referred to in the reply is 
now to hand. [34343/14]

17/09/2014WRAA03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Under the Child Care 
Act, 1991 and the Child and Family Agency Act 2013, the Child and Family Agency has a duty 
to promote the welfare of children who are not receiving adequate care or protection. The policy 
of the Agency is to place children in care settings, preferably in foster care, as close as possible 
to their home and community.

A very small minority of young people under 18 years of age have highly specialised needs 
arising from severe behaviour difficulties, due to their childhood experiences or in some cases 
as a result of injury, accident or disability. The care needs of these young people are generally 
met by directly provided residential services or services commissioned by the Agency within 
Ireland. 

For a small number of young people, the Agency is on occasion required to make arrange-
ments for their placement in care and treatment facilities outside of the State, primarily in the 
UK, to allow for access to an individually tailored mix of care and therapeutic services and 
psychiatric treatment not currently available in this country. This is done on as infrequent a 
basis as possible and only where such placement is considered to be in the best interest of the 
child.  Placements where a child will be detained are made under the order and supervision of 
the High Court.

The Agency ensure that these placements are suitable and the child’s social worker visits 
regularly and makes arrangements for family or carers of the child to also visit. 

The units in which the children are placed are inspected and regulated by their national au-
thorities and the Agency is attentive to the standards of care delivered in these specialised units.  
The level of requirement for these services is closely monitored by the Agency.  I have been 
advised by the Agency that the average weekly cost of a single placement for a child placed in 
a residential setting outside the State as of 31 July 2014 is approximately €6,000.  The cost of 
placements for children on special care orders in secure placements out of State can cost up to 
€8,500 per week.

17/09/2014WRAA03550Child Care Services Regulation

17/09/2014WRAA03600747. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans 
to make it compulsory for those caring for preschool children to be trained in paediatric first 
aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34628/14]

17/09/2014WRAA03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): As pointed out to the 
Deputy in replies to previous Questions on this matter in April and July 2014, this Department 
is in the process of introducing a number of reforms with a view to improving the quality of 
early years services.
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Legislation to strengthen the current inspection regime and underpin the Early Years Qual-
ity Agenda has been enacted.  Regulations to give effect to the legislative changes are currently 
being drafted and it is expected that the final draft will include a requirement that early years 
services shall ensure that a  person trained in first aid for children be available at all times.

Following the implementation of the new regulatory regime, my Department will review all 
aspects of the Regulations, including the provision of first aid support in early years services.

Questions Nos. 748 and 749 answered with Question No. 710.

17/09/2014WRAA03850Court Judgments

17/09/2014WRAA03900750. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 6 of 13 February 2013, regarding the judgment in the case 
of Health Service Executive v WR (Neutral Citation (2007) IEHC 459) if his attention has 
been drawn to paragraph 52 of the judgment wherein the deciding judge said that the HSE was 
to produce a report on an annual basis in July of each year dealing with the manner in which 
the needs of young people at risk were being fulfilled in the provision of special care and high 
support services; the current status of any actions being taken by the Child and Family Agency 
to comply with this aspect of the judgment; and if the Child and Family Agency carries out 
surveys on a monthly or annual basis of the number of children in care potentially requiring a 
placement in special care or high support. [34756/14]

17/09/2014WRAA04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy refers to 
the judgement in the case of Health Service Executive v WR (Neutral Citation (2007) IEHC 
459), which was one of three judgments of the High Court, delivered by Mr. Justice MacMe-
namin in 2007.  In this particular case, in which a child was being considered for placement in 
a special care unit, the judge sought to establish the process whereby cases were prioritised by 
the HSE (now the Child and Family Agency). 

In his judgement in the case, the Judge was complimentary of the HSE in the manner in 
which cases were being dealt with. The offer of the HSE to produce an annual report in these 
matters was not taken up by the Court.  The ongoing procedures for dealing with Special Care 
applications to the High Court have evolved in the meantime whereby all cases in which the 
inherent jurisdiction of the High Court has been invoked to effect Special Care placements are 
listed for mention before the Court on a monthly basis. In these circumstances, the need for an 
annual report has been obviated.

The Agency produces an annual Review of Adequacy Report under Section 8 of the Child 
Care Act, 1991.  This report examines the adequacy of child care and family support services, 
including special care and high support services. The determination of adequacy is an ongoing 
process of review and reflection in order to improve planning, development and delivery of ef-
fective services.  

17/09/2014WRAA04050Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRAA04100751. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
current number of social worker vacancies; and his plans to ensure that all vacant posts are 
filled immediately. [34761/14]

17/09/2014WRAA04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): At the end of July 2014, 
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there were 1,395.92 whole time equivalent social workers employed at the Child and Family 
Agency. A rigorous system of risk analysis is in place in each area to ensure that staffing num-
bers do not fall to an unsafe level and gaps identified through this process are addressed with 
the additional resources of temporary staff as required. All identified vacancies are the subject 
of a recruitment process to ensure their filling at the earliest opportunity. 

The latest figures available to my Department show 92 social workers have been recruited 
since the Agency was established with a further additional 100 posts currently on offer to can-
didates or under active recruitment.  In addition, senior management at the Agency are currently 
considering a further 48 posts for recruitment approval. 

In order to address gaps in service resulting from maternity leave, a pilot Maternity Leave 
Cover scheme has been introduced whereby maternity related vacancies can be filled by way 
of  a 12 month temporary contract. There are currently 165 members of staff of the Agency on 
maternity leave, 83 of whom are social workers.

17/09/2014WRAA04250Youth Cafés Expenditure

17/09/2014WRAA04300752. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
provide in tabular form, by county, the funding his Department has provided for youth cafés 
every year since 2011. [34866/14]

17/09/2014WRAA04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): In recent years there 
has been a significant investment in the development of youth café facilities in Ireland and capi-
tal funding has been made available to my Department for these facilities. 

In 2013 a capital allocation of € 1.5m was made available to my Department for a new 
Youth Café scheme. In all 95 applications with proposals for new youth cafés were received and 
some 30 proposals were approved for funding. These projects are currently working with Pobal 
to develop their projects to the next stage. In 2012 €.5m was made available to my Department 
and 8 proposals for new youth cafés were approved. 

In 2010/2011 €1.5m was allocated to support the provision of Youth Café facilities and 64 
projects were approved for funding. There were two strands to the funding scheme. Strand 1 
was for new youth cafés and strand 2 provided grants for upgrading or maintenance/ improve-
ment to existing cafés. As a result 16 new youth café were approved and 48 existing youth 
cafés received grants to upgrade facilities.  An additional €200,000 was made available by my 
Department in December 2011 to support a further 18 youth projects in providing or maintain-
ing youth cafés facilities.  

A detailed list by county, of the youth café projects funded is being compiled by my Depart-
ment will be forwarded to the Deputy shortly. 

17/09/2014WRAA04450Departmental Expenditure

17/09/2014WRAA04500753. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide in tabular form, by county, the funding his Department has provided for com-
munity childcare services, parent and toddler groups and childminders each year since 2011. 
[34867/14]

17/09/2014WRAA04600755. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
provide in tabular form, by county, the funding his Department has provided for city or county 
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childcare committees every year since 2011. [34869/14]

17/09/2014WRAA04700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 753 and 755 together.

The information requested is being collated by my Department and will be forwarded di-
rectly to the Deputy as soon as it is finalised.

17/09/2014WRAA04750Preschool Services

17/09/2014WRAA04800754. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
provide in tabular form, by county, the number of children availing of the preschool year every 
year since its introduction. [34868/14]

17/09/2014WRAA04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The information re-
quested is being collated by my Department and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy as 
soon as it is finalised.

Question No. 755 answered with Question No. 753.

17/09/2014WRBB00200Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRBB00300756. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
total number of new appointments made in his Department and those agencies under his remit 
since March 2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed 
during the period. [35116/14]

17/09/2014WRBB00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Since my Department 
was established in June 2011 a number of new appointments (consisting of sanctioned recruit-
ment of critical vacancies and internal promotions) were made as follows:   

Grade No.
Assistant Secretary 1
Director 1 
Principal Officer 5
Head of Research 1
Public Health Specialist 1
Assistant Principal Officer 4
Assistant Principal Officer (Accountant) 1
Legal Advisor 2
Statistician 1
Higher Executive Officer 4
Administrative Officer 2
Executive Officer 3
Staff Officer 1
The table does not take account of direct transfers from a number of Departments to my 

Department on its establishment, Ministerial appointments on changes of Minister in 2014, or 
returns to the Department from career breaks or external secondments.
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Similar information relating to agencies under the remit of my Department is not routinely 
held in the Department and my officials have requested that the Agencies concerned respond 
directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRBB00500Departmental Staff Remuneration

17/09/2014WRBB00600757. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of public sector employees under his remit who are subject to a freeze on their increment pay-
ment in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35130/14]

17/09/2014WRBB00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is not currently available within my Department. I have asked my of-
ficials to request this information from PeoplePoint, the shared civil service HR Centre, in 
respect of my Department and to furnish it directly to the Deputy.

I have also asked my officials  to arrange that the agencies under the remit of my Depart-
ment supply the information requested directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRBB00800Departmental Staff Career Breaks

17/09/2014WRBB00900758. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in his Department on career 
break at the time of the Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old 
positions; of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the 
number who availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their 
employment; the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after 
being on redeployment lists for over one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35141/14]

17/09/2014WRBB01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): At the time of the Had-
dington Road Agreement, four officers of my Department were on career breaks. Of these, two 
could not be immediately accommodated back into the Department when their career break 
ended and were therefore placed on a redeployment panel.  One officer had to wait the full 12 
months before resuming duty at my Department and the other was offered a 12 month second-
ment to another Department/Office while on the redeployment panel. This officer will  return to 
my Department when the secondment ends shortly.

17/09/2014WRBB01100Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2014WRBB01200759. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on the treatment re-
ceived by persons (details supplied) in County Meath in the procedures being followed to diag-
nose these persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33009/14]

17/09/2014WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the particular issue raised by the Deputy 
relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accord-
ingly, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRBB01400Hospital Consultants Remuneration
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17/09/2014WRBB01500760. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the plans to 
review the pay of hospital consultants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33490/14]

17/09/2014WRBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The previous Minister for Health estab-
lished a Working Group, chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, President of DCU, in July 
2013, to carry out a strategic review of medical training and career structure in order to ensure 
the continued recruitment of high quality Consultants. The final report of the group was submit-
ted at the end of June 2014.

The MacCraith group’s second interim report recommended an urgent industrial relations 
engagement with the staff associations representing consultants to address the barriers to con-
sultant recruitment. An intensive engagement between the parties took place over July and Au-
gust and on the 26th August 2014 the Labour Relations Commission issued a proposal which 
included increased pay for Consultants entering the public health service. This proposal in-
cluded incremental credit for relevant experience, which would allow consultants with 5 years 
relevant experience to be appointed at up to €155,000. The IMO Consultant and NCHD Com-
mittees decided to put the LRC proposals concerning consultant pay and career structure to a 
ballot of members. To date no ballot date has been set.

17/09/2014WRBB01700Motorised Transport Grant Eligibility

17/09/2014WRBB01800761. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstate mo-
torised transport grant or mobility allowance (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33581/14]

17/09/2014WRBB01900765. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to renew the moto-
rised transport grant scheme which is currently suspended; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34617/14]

17/09/2014WRBB02000958. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the current position regarding 
the review of the motorised transport grant and the mobility allowance; when the new scheme 
will be put in place; if the existing scheme will be restored as the unnecessary delay is causing 
difficulty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33709/14]

17/09/2014WRBB02100974. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when he will announce the out-
come of the review into an alternative to the motorised transport grant-mobility allowance. 
[33772/14]

17/09/2014WRBB022001115. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a date for the 
restoration of the mobility allowance and the motorised transport grant. [34648/14]

17/09/2014WRBB02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 761, 765, 958, 974 and 1115 together.

Conscious of the reports of the Ombudsman regarding the legal status of the Motorised 
Transport Grant and Mobility Allowance schemes, in the context of the Equal Status Acts, the 
Government decided to close both schemes on 26th February, 2013.

On 26th November 2013, the Government decided that the preparatory work required for 
a new travel subsidy scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the 
Minister for Health.  

Work is ongoing on the policy proposals to be brought to Government for the drafting of 
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primary legislation for a new scheme.  Once approved by Government, the time frame for the 
introduction of a new scheme will become clearer.

17/09/2014WRBB02400Drug Treatment Programmes Availability

17/09/2014WRBB02500762. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the escalat-
ing levels of drug addiction in Dublin and particularly in the city centre; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33830/14]

17/09/2014WRBB02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An objective of the National Drugs Strategy 
2009-16 is to develop a national treatment and rehabilitation service that provides drug free and 
harm reduction approaches for problem substance users and to encourage problem substance 
users to engage with, and avail of, such services.

To this end the HSE provides a variety of drug treatment interventions to meet the needs of 
individual drug users.  These include interventions to reduce drug-related harm such as needle 
exchange provision, together with evidence-based treatment options such as opioid substitu-
tion, counselling and community and residential rehabilitation initiatives. 

As the issues raised by the Deputy are service matters they have been referred to the Health 
Services Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRBB02700Constitutional Amendments

17/09/2014WRBB02800763. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Health his plans to amend the eighth 
amendment of the Constitution to permit termination of pregnancy in circumstances other than 
those prescribed at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33831/14]

17/09/2014WRBB02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Article 40.3.3 of the Irish Constitution states 
that:

‘The State acknowledges the right to life of the unborn and, with due regard to the equal 
right to life of the mother, guarantees in its laws to respect, and, as far as practicable, by its laws 
to defend and vindicate that right.’

The interpretation of Article 40.3.3 was considered by the Supreme Court in Attorney Gen-
eral v X (the X case [1992] 2 IR 1.).  Further, in December 2009, the European Court of Human 
Rights heard a case brought by three women in respect of the alleged breach of their rights 
under the European Convention on Human Rights in regard to abortion in Ireland (the A,B, and 
C v Ireland case [2010] ECHR 2032.).

The Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013 was enacted in July 2013 and com-
menced in January 2014.  The purpose of this Act is to restate the general prohibition on abor-
tion in Ireland while regulating access to lawful termination of pregnancy in accordance with 
the X case and the judgement in the European Court of Human Rights in the A, B and C v 
Ireland case.

I do not intend to propose any amendments to the 8th Amendment of the Constitution at 
present.

17/09/2014WRBB03000Tobacco Control Measures
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17/09/2014WRBB03100764. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the revenue that would be 
raised by charging a €500 tobacco licence fee on retailers. [33845/14]

17/09/2014WRBB03200766. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on the proposed 
introduction of a tobacco licence fee (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34733/14]

17/09/2014WRBB03300777. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to continue the 
policy of increasing the licensing fee charged to tobacco retailers from a one off payment of €50 
to an annual fee of €500; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32979/14]

17/09/2014WRBB03400878. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his position regarding the 
future of cigarette vending machines; the retail licence fee that applies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33342/14]

17/09/2014WRBB03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 764, 766, 
777 and 878 together.

In June 2014, the Government approved the drafting of a General Scheme of a Bill to 
provide for the introduction of a licensing system and other measures in relation to the sale of 
tobacco products and non-medicinal nicotine delivery systems (including e-cigarettes).

The proposed licensing system will facilitate stricter controls for the selling of tobacco 
products in line with Tobacco Free Ireland.  Under current legislation, any retailer wishing to 
sell tobacco products must be registered with the HSE National Tobacco Control Office and 
pay a registration fee.  However, there is a significant anomaly in that registration is applied 
per retailer, rather than by premises.  This means that multiple retailers like supermarket chains 
make a single once-off payment, regardless of the number of outlets they have.  It is proposed 
that this new measure will address that anomaly by licensing the sale of tobacco products on a 
premises bases and providing for the payment of an annual fee.

Work is ongoing in relation to this legislation and as such details, including fees have not 
yet been determined.  A consultation process will be conducted as part of the Regulatory Impact 
Analysis and all interested parties will be provided with an opportunity to contribute through 
this process.

  Question No. 765 answered with Question No. 761.

  Question No. 766 answered with Question No. 764.

17/09/2014WRBB04200Hospital Appointment Status

17/09/2014WRBB04300767. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
as to the number of outpatient appointments where appointees failed to show up at University 
Hospital Waterford over the past year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32900/14]

17/09/2014WRBB04400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the detailed information re-
quested by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to her directly.

17/09/2014WRBB04500Tobacco Control Measures
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17/09/2014WRBB04600768. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on the introduction of a law 
to make it illegal for persons to smoke who were born after the year 2005; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [32905/14]

17/09/2014WRBB04700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): At present it is illegal to sell tobacco prod-
ucts to those under 18 years. Tobacco Free Ireland, the latest policy document on smoking in 
this country, has the protection of children as one of its main themes.

One of the key strategies for protecting children and young people, as well as for moving 
towards the creation of a tobacco free society, is the denormalisation of tobacco use.  Making 
smoking less attractive to children and young people, and increasing its social unacceptability 
are essential elements of this strategy. Initiatives already in place such as the workplace smok-
ing ban, together with the development of further smoke-free areas as recommended in Tobacco 
Free Ireland, including tobacco free playgrounds, education campuses, child care and health 
care facilities, will all play a part in this regard.

The year 2025 has been identified as the date on which Ireland will become tobacco free, 
i.e. with a smoking prevalence of 5% or less.  It is anticipated that the recommendations made 
in Tobacco Free Ireland  will make a significant contribution to achieving this target.

17/09/2014WRBB04800Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRBB04900769. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will re-assess a medical card 
review application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [32919/14]

17/09/2014WRBB05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRBB05100Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WRBB05200770. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made on 
a fair deal application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32930/14]

17/09/2014WRBB05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRBB05400General Medical Services Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRBB05500771. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health if specialised glass frames will be 
supplied under the GMS scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [32932/14]

17/09/2014WRBB05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I have asked 



Questions - Written Answers

522

the HSE to investigate this case and respond to the Deputy as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRBB05700Health Services Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRBB05800772. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the current panel for student 
paramedics is open to applications; if not, if he will indicate when persons may submit applica-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32938/14]

17/09/2014WRBB059001154. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if there is any mechanism by 
which a failed student paramedic applicant may be added to the current panel or are they re-
quired to wait for the next intake; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32939/14]

17/09/2014WRBB060001155. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork has any other mechanism open to them in trying to get on the current panel for 
student paramedics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32940/14]

17/09/2014WRBB06100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 772, 1154 
and 1155 together.

As these questions relate to an operational matter, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to 
the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRBB06200Primary Care Centre Provision

17/09/2014WRBB06300773. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
proposes to build a primary care centre (details supplied) in Dublin 22 ; the current status of 
the development; the time frame for commencement of the development; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32941/14]

17/09/2014WRBB06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Delivery of 
infrastructure to accommodate primary care services is a service matter.  Therefore your ques-
tion has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRBB06500Health Services

17/09/2014WRBB06600774. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if his Department or the Health 
Service Executive has a policy regarding advising patients of test results; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32960/14]

17/09/2014WRBB06700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRBB06800Nursing Home Services

17/09/2014WRBB06900775. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the community nursing unit on the grounds of St. Patrick’s Hospital in Waterford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32965/14]

17/09/2014WRBB07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
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service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRBB07100Health Insurance Levy

17/09/2014WRBB07200776. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health not to penalise holders of 
health insurance with a further increase in the Government’s health insurance levy or a reduc-
tion in tax relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32970/14]

17/09/2014WRBB07300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am committed to maintaining a sustain-
able private health insurance market, and I am keen to create the best possible environment 
within which more people, particularly younger people, will want to obtain and retain private 
health insurance cover that is affordable, competitive and meets consumers’ needs.  

As required under the Health Insurance Acts 1994 to 2013, the Health Insurance Authority 
submits a report to the Minister for Health in October each year recommending the risk equali-
sation credits and corresponding stamp duty levies  for the following year, taking into account 
factors such as the changing demographic profile of the insured population and market develop-
ments.  The Minister for Health, following consideration of the Health Insurance Authority’s 
report and having consulted with the Minister for Finance, sets the Risk Equalisation credits for 
the following year having regard to maintaining the sustainability of the market and promoting 
fair and open competition. The Minister for Health makes a recommendation to the Minister 
for Finance on the stamp duty levies required to fund those credits for the following year, and 
these are set by the Minister for Finance.  Decisions for the 2015 rates will be made following 
receipt of the October 2014  report from the HIA and will be underpinned by my commitment 
to maintaining a sustainable private health insurance market.   

Budget 2014 reduced the amount of tax relief at source applied to health insurance policies 
on premiums in excess of €1000.  Tax relief at source provided for private health insurance is a 
matter for the Minister for Finance. 

  Question No. 777 answered with Question No. 764.

17/09/2014WRBB07700Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

17/09/2014WRBB07800778. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if the RIA prepared for the 
Public Health (Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2014 addresses the potential economic 
impact that could occur if another country were to introduce plain packaging for Irish food or 
alcohol products in retaliation for the introduction of plain packaging of tobacco products; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [32980/14]

17/09/2014WRBB07900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will be aware, a Regulatory 
Impact Analysis was carried out in connection with the Public Health (Standardised Packaging 
of Tobacco) Bill 2014, and it is now available on the Department of Health’s website at http://
health.gov.ie/blog/uncategorized/regulatory-impact-assessment/. 

As part of the Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) process, submissions were sought by the 
Department of Health from stakeholders, including the tobacco industry and retailer organisa-
tions, on the specific content of the General Scheme of the Bill, the impact of its provisions and 
on any omissions identified. In developing the legislation, my Department also considered the 
findings of the Joint Committee on Health and Children, who invited and received submissions 
and met with many of the key stakeholders in this regard.
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As far as I am aware, plans have not been announced by any other country to introduce 
standardised packaging for any product other than tobacco, to date. As the Deputy will know, 
Australia was the first country in the world to introduce standardised packaging for tobacco 
products, in December 2012. Since then, New Zealand has initiated the legislative process to in-
troduce standardised packaging of tobacco products.  The UK is currently considering whether 
to introduce standardised packaging of tobacco products and in the interim has notified draft 
regulations to the Commission under the Technical Standards Directive (98/34/EC).

17/09/2014WRBB08000Tobacco Control Measures

17/09/2014WRBB08100779. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the February 2014 World Health Organisation report which called for the expansion 
of tobacco-type restrictions to alcohol and sugar-sweetened beverages; if he is considering in-
troducing plain packaging or similar measures for alcohol, sugar-sweetened beverages and fatty 
foods; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32982/14]

17/09/2014WRBB08200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I assume that the Deputy is referring to the 
World Cancer Report 2014, issued by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC).  
The  report notes the need for multipronged preventive action including treaties and laws ex-
tending tobacco-style restrictions to alcohol and sweetened beverages in order to address the 
alarming rise in the cancer burden.

Ireland is supportive of the World Health Organisation Global Strategy to Reduce the Harm-
ful Use of Alcohol.  Many of the recommendations in the WHO Global Strategy, including in 
particular those on pricing, marketing and monitoring and surveillance are included in our 
national alcohol policy.  Last October, the Government approved an extensive package of mea-
sures to deal with alcohol misuse to be incorporated in a Public Health (Alcohol) Bill.  These 
measures are based on the recommendations contained in the Steering Group Report on a Na-
tional Substance Misuse Strategy, 2012.  The package of measures to be implemented will 
include provision for minimum unit pricing, regulation of the marketing and advertising of 
alcohol, regulation of sports sponsorship, structural separation of alcohol from other products 
in mixed trading outlets and labelling of alcohol products.  

The Special Action Group on Obesity (SAGO) comprising representatives from relevant 
Government Departments, the HSE, the Food Safety Authority, members of academia, service 
professionals and Safe Food was established to examine and progress a number of issues to ad-
dress the problem of overweight and obesity in Ireland.  The Group is considering a range of 
measures in support of healthy eating and to reduce overweight and obesity. 

There are no plans to extend standardised packaging to alcohol products, sugar sweetened 
beverages or fatty foods.

17/09/2014WRBB08300EU Issues

17/09/2014WRBB08400780. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his Department or the 
Government has received any communication on the Public Health (Standardised Packaging of 
Tobacco) Bill 2014 from the European Commission under the EU 98/34 notification procedure 
or through other channels; if he will detail the contents of these communications; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32983/14]

17/09/2014WRBB08500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is aware, Government ap-
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proved the publication of the Public Health (Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2014 on 
10th June 2014 and the presentation of the Bill in the Seanad. The Bill was initiated in the Se-
anad on the 19th June and completed Committee and Report Stage on the 24th June.  The Bill 
commenced Second Stage in the Dáil on 2nd July 2014.  

On 17th June, formal notification of the publication of the Bill was made to the Commission 
and to Member States under the EU Technical Standards Directive (98/34/EC) and the Tobacco 
Products Directive (2014/40/EU).  Four detailed opinions on the Bill have been received from 
Portugal, Bulgaria, Slovakia and the Czech Republic.  To date, comments or opinions have not 
been received from the EU Commission.

17/09/2014WRBB08600Medicinal Products Availability

17/09/2014WRBB08700781. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to streamline and im-
prove access to medications such as natalizumab (tysabri) and alemtuzumanb (lemtrada) for 
persons with multiple sclerosis in view of the effective lottery at present where access to these 
essential treatments is dependent on individual hospital budgets and varies considerably from 
hospital to hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32990/14]

17/09/2014WRBB08800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRBB08900Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2014WRBB09000782. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene in the case of 
persons (details supplied) in County Meath to ensure that all necessary assessments are carried 
out immediately to allow for fully informed diagnoses to take place as soon as possible; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33010/14]

17/09/2014WRBB09100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the particular issue raised by the Deputy 
relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accord-
ingly, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRBB09200Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRBB09300783. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will place chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease commonly known as COPD on the list of long-term critical ill-
nesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33017/14]

17/09/2014WRBB094001012. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will include myeloma on 
the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33922/14]

17/09/2014WRBB09500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 783 and 1012 together.

The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 
1970 (as amended). Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions 
covered by the LTI Scheme, which are as follows: Acute Leukaemia; Mental handicap; Cere-
bral Palsy; Mental Illness (in a person under 16); Cystic Fibrosis; Multiple Sclerosis; Diabetes 
Insipidus; Muscular Dystrophies; Diabetes Mellitus; Parkinsonism; Epilepsy; Phenylketonuria; 
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Haemophilia; Spina Bifida; Hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of Thalido-
mide. There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

Under the provisions of the Health Acts, medical cards are provided to persons who are, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive (HSE), unable without undue hardship to arrange 
GP services for themselves and their dependants. In the assessment process, the HSE can take 
into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.

17/09/2014WRBB09600Medicinal Products Availability

17/09/2014WRBB09700784. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the use of so-called miracle mineral solutions as cures or treatments for conditions 
including cancer, AIDS and autism and the potential harms to those receiving the solutions; and 
if his Department is examining whether the use of such solutions will be banned in this jurisdic-
tion.  [33023/14]

17/09/2014WRBB09800817. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he has concerns about the 
use of chlorine dioxide and miracle mineral solution (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33148/14]

17/09/2014WRBB09900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 784 and 817 together.

Products that claim to treat medical conditions such as cancer, AIDS and autism are consid-
ered to be medicines and require an authorisation prior to being placed on the market in Ireland. 
The product referred to as Miracle Mineral Solution is not authorised as a medicine for sale or 
supply in Ireland. This product is considered to be a medicine and therefore cannot be supplied 
in Ireland without a marketing authorisation.

The supply of unauthorised products in Ireland is a very serious matter. The Health Prod-
ucts Regulatory Authority (HPRA) has confirmed that it is actively following up on this issue 
as a matter of urgency. The HPRA continues to advise consumers not to take this product as its 
safety and efficacy have not been independently verified by a competent authority for medi-
cines, such as the HPRA.

17/09/2014WRCC00200Drug Rehabilitation Clinics

17/09/2014WRCC00300785. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for Health the number of residential 
detox and rehabilitation beds currently available; his plans to implement the recommendations 
of the 2007 Health Service Executive report on residential treatment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33027/14]

17/09/2014WRCC00400887. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of residential de-
tox and rehabilitation beds that are available; if he will clarify the plans for implementing the 
recommendations of 2007 Health Service Executive report on residential treatment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [33363/14]

17/09/2014WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 785 and 
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887 together.

In line with the National Drugs Strategy, it is Government policy to expand the availability 
of, and access to, detoxification facilities and treatment services.  As the HSE has lead respon-
sibility for the development of the spread and range of treatment services available, including 
implementation of the Report referred to by the Deputy, this matter has been referred to the 
HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRCC00600Mental Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRCC00700786. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a progress 
report on the recommendations in the A Vision for Change report regarding drug users; the rea-
son many of the services in the Vision for Change report are not being delivered to this vulner-
able group of persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33028/14]

17/09/2014WRCC00800888. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a progress 
report on the A Vision for Change recommendations regarding drug users; the reason two sec-
tions of the Health Service Executive are not working together to deliver services to this very 
vulnerable group of persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33364/14]

17/09/2014WRCC00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 786 and 888 together.

  A Vision for Change(2006) sets out a comprehensive framework for the development of all 
mental health services. It recommends, broadly, a move away from the traditional institutional 
based model of care to a more patient-centred, flexible and community based service, where the 
need for hospital admission is greatly reduced while still providing in-patient care, as appropri-
ate.  This Government has prioritised the reform and resourcing of our mental health services 
in line with A Vision for Change, and has significantly progressed this through the provision 
of €90m since 2012 to underpin a range of new services initiatives to meet this widely agreed 
strategy objective.

As indicated in A Vision for Change, the key responsibility for the care of people with addic-
tion lies with Primary Care Services, to include appropriate liaison with Mental Health services.

In this context, I am satisfied that there exists appropriate cooperation between HSE Mental 
Health Services, Addiction Services, Drug Task Forces and other Community and Voluntary 
agencies to deliver the type of services raised by the Deputies.  This includes provision of spe-
cific funding by the Executive to a number of voluntary service providers that treat drug and 
alcohol disorders. 

The responsibility of community mental health services includes responding to the needs 
of people with mental illness, and an addiction. Acute presentation by service users with co-
morbid mental health and addiction problems are recommended to be seen by General Adult 
Community Mental Health Teams or, if needs be, by the Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Service (CAMHS), which provides acute secondary care interventions in the community. 

There are currently 115 General Adult Community Mental Health Teams. A Vision for 
Change recommends that there should be 92 to service the population (i.e. 1 per 50,000).  
The reconfiguration and development of these teams are continuing, in line with A Vision For 
Change recommendations.  There are currently 62 CAMHS Teams, representing  an increase of 
4 on the same period last year. In addition, there are also 3 CAMHS Day Hospital Teams, and 
3 Paediatric Liaison Teams. Of relevance also, is the fact that there are currently 24 Psychiatry 
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of Old Age Teams, an increase of 2 over last year.

In the overall context, A Vision for Change recommends the provision of specialist com-
munity mental health teams for those with complex and enduring mental illness, together with 
co-morbid substance abuse issues. The focus of the HSE is to develop the General Adult, Psy-
chiatry of Old Age, and Child and Adolescent Community Mental Health Team structures na-
tionally, including that potentially relating to those with co-morbid substance abuse problems. 
The HSE Mental Health Division recognises the obvious need for effective liaison between 
Primary Care, and Community Mental Health Teams. It is intended that these links will be 
strengthened, as additional staffing is recruited. 

The National Drug Treatment Centre, based in Trinity Court in Dublin, also provides a 
Specialist Dual Diagnosis service for people affected by both Mental Illness and Addiction.  Its 
programmes are available for the greater Dublin region, and to certain other areas, as required. 
It also provides a Young Persons Programme (YPP), which has proved very successful over the 
last number of years.

As capacity is expanded within Community Mental Health Teams nationally, in conjunction 
with enhancing Clinical Programmes, the HSE Mental Health Division will consider further 
development of specific specialised resources.  In 2014, the focus is on building on investment 
in Mental Health Intellectual Disability (MHID), Liaison, and the Homeless with mental health 
issues, as well as improvements to the more generic community mental health teams. 

Notwithstanding the various pressures and difficulties being faced by the health and person-
al social services overall, I am satisfied that the HSE is maximising its efforts to provide a  more 
co-ordinated approach to the type of services raised by the Deputies. This will be improved, as 
appropriate, in the future in the context of progressing wider health service reforms whether at 
national or local level. If the Deputies have specific concerns about services at local level, this 
should be raised with the HSE in the first instance, which has statutory operational responsibili-
ties for resolving particular issues.

17/09/2014WRCC01000Early Child Care Education

17/09/2014WRCC01100787. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the reason Meath disability ser-
vice is due to cease funding for the preschool assistant service; if he will reconsider this deci-
sion taking into consideration the huge support this subsidy has provided for over ten years to 
parents of children with disabilities attending preschools; the support, if any, in place if this 
funding is to cease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33035/14]

17/09/2014WRCC01200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Early Childhood Care and Education 
(ECCE) Programme, which is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs, provides for a free pre-school year to eligible children in the year before they 
commence primary school.  The objective of this scheme is to support early learning in a for-
mal setting in advance of starting school.  I understand that certain flexibilities are built into the 
scheme in an effort to accommodate children with special needs, such as an overage exemption, 
or waiver, for children with special needs who do not meet the age criteria and the option to 
avail of the free pre-school year over two years.  

The Health Service Executive has no statutory obligation to provide assistant supports for 
children with special needs wishing to avail of the free pre-school year.  As such, there is no na-
tional HSE policy in relation to the payment of a pre-school assistance “subsidy” as referred to 
by the Deputy.  However, the HSE does work at local level and in partnership with the relevant 
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disability service providers to address individual needs as they arise.  In certain locations, where 
resources are available, this may involve the HSE funding the provision of supports to enable a 
child with a disability to attend a mainstream pre-school.   

Within that context, I have asked the HSE to investigate the situation in Meath Disability 
Services and to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRCC01300Orthodontic Service Provision

17/09/2014WRCC01400788. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update in 
respect of the Health Service Executive Dublin north east orthodontic service being chosen as 
the national pilot scheme for the provision of training of hygienists and dental nurses to become 
orthodontic therapists; the plans for those staff to work with specialist orthodontists on treat-
ment cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33036/14]

17/09/2014WRCC01500789. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm whether the 
proposed Health Service Executive training of hygienists and dental nurses to become orth-
odontic therapists has been undertaken, and if it has been completed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33037/14]

17/09/2014WRCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 788 and 789 together.

The HSE Dublin North East (DNE) Orthodontic Service has been chosen as the pilot area 
for this new training programme. One member of the dental hygienist staff and one member of 
the dental nursing staff have commenced training in September 2014. In the course of training 
these students will work under the direct supervision of specialist orthodontists currently work-
ing in HSE units in the treatment of a number of children eligible for HSE-funded orthodontic 
treatment. This course is being accredited by Dublin Dental Hospital, Trinity College and is one 
year in duration.

17/09/2014WRCC01700Orthodontic Service Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WRCC01800790. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
of current waiting lists for orthodontic services in the HSE Dublin north east region, specifi-
cally for counties Louth and Meath, outlining the timeframe patients have been on waiting lists; 
if there are plans to engage additional resources to manage these times; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33038/14]

17/09/2014WRCC01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE pro-
vides orthodontic treatment to those who have been assessed and referred for treatment before 
their 16th birthday.  It should be noted that the nature of orthodontic care means that immediate 
treatment is not always desirable. It is estimated that in up to 5% of cases it is necessary to wait 
for further growth to take place before treatment commences.  Patients are assessed by the HSE 
Orthodontic Service under the modified Index of Treatment Need. Patients with the greatest 
level of need are provided with treatment by the HSE. Information on waiting times is collated 
by the HSE by region and for the intervals as shown in the tables.  Louth and Meath are part of 
the HSE Dublin North East (DNE) region. The most recent information relates to the second 
quarter of 2014.

HSE Dublin North East
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Waiting time 
from referral 
to assessment 

1 - 6 months 7 - 12 
months 

13 - 24 
months

&gt;2 years Total 

No. of Pa-
tients 

397 556 0 0 953

Waiting 
time from 
assessment 
to com-
mencement 
of treat-
ment 

1 - 6 
months

7 - 12 
months 

13 - 24 
months

2 - 3 years Over 4 
years

TOTAL

No. of 
Patients 

163 626 997 1,352 748 3,786

The HSE is aware of the need to address orthodontic waiting times and commissioned an 
independent national review of orthodontic services to give guidance as to what changes will be 
desirable.  The review has been completed. The key issue highlighted by the review, which has 
assessed services nationally, is that the Orthodontic Service should be fully integrated within 
the Primary Care Service. This is under consideration  by the HSE to be implemented as part 
of the HSE’s reform programme. An  initiative to reduce waiting times through the provision 
of additional services  is also under consideration by the HSE and is likely to target those wait-
ing the longest. In addition, a pilot scheme, which will involve the use of orthodontic thera-
pists,  has been  introduced in the HSE DNE area.

17/09/2014WRCC02000Orthodontic Service Provision

17/09/2014WRCC02100791. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Louth may expect to receive treatment under Dublin north east orthodontic services, 
noting that this young person would appear to have been approved for treatment in 2011 and 
the lengthy waiting time is causing considerable anxiety; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33039/14]

17/09/2014WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE 
provides orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s 
access to orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is 
given to patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query 
raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRCC02300Hospital Staff

17/09/2014WRCC02400792. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he will review the fa-
cilities and staffing levels of the diabetes team in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin, on 
the back of anecdotal reports of a lack of basic equipment and that the team of four specialist 
nurses has been reduced to one augmented by a temporary specialist nurse; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33054/14]

17/09/2014WRCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the query raised by the Deputy relates 
to a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the position and to 
respond to him directly.
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17/09/2014WRCC02600Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WRCC02700793. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstate medical 
cards to persons over 70 whose cards have been revoked because the living alone allowance 
payment of €7.70 week has pushed them marginally over the means assessment for eligibility 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33058/14]

17/09/2014WRCC02800877. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if the determination of 
the relevant income to be assessed for medical card applications submitted by persons over 
70 years of age may be amended so that their net income after deductions made for universal 
social charge and PRSI is assessed under the application rather than assessing gross income 
before deductions for USC and PRSI have been made; and his views on whether the current 
determination of relevant income under applications from persons over 70 years is discrimina-
tory vis-à-vis the determination of relevant income used in applications from persons under 70 
years. [33331/14]

17/09/2014WRCC02900959. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will reinstate medical cards 
to persons over 70 whose cards have been revoked because payment of a living alone allowance 
pushed them marginally over the means assessment for eligibility; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33711/14]

17/09/2014WRCC03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 793, 877 and 959 together.

Under the arrangements effected by the Health Act 2008, a much simplified system of as-
sessment for eligibility was introduced in respect of persons aged 70 or over, based on the 
significantly higher gross income thresholds rather than the standard net income limits. Gross  
income, in respect of the over 70’s medical card scheme refers to total basic income prior to any 
or all deductions being made. The system of assessment for those 70 years of age and over is 
based on significantly higher gross income limits of €500 per week for a single person and €900 
per week for a couple from 1 January 2014, as set out in  legislation, compared to the standard 
net income thresholds of €184 for a single person or €266.50 for a couple. This advantageous 
arrangement for persons aged over 70 years has facilitated a much greater share of this age co-
hort qualifying for a medical card compared to the general population as a whole. There are no 
proposals to change this assessment process.

However, persons aged 70 or older who are assessed as ineligible under the gross income 
thresholds may also have their eligibility assessed under the standard means test where they 
face particularly high expenses, e.g., nursing home or medication costs. This assessment is 
based on net income and assessable outgoing expenses and the qualifying income thresholds 
under this scheme are lower than over 70’s gross income thresholds.  

Persons aged 70 or over, who have lost eligibility for a medical card due to the 2014 budget-
ary change will continue to have access to free GP services. In addition, as you will be aware, 
the Government committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service for the 
entire population and the aim is to have the over 70’s phase implemented this year or early next 
year. Furthermore, any person over 70 that does not qualify for a medical card is able to use the 
DPS (Drugs Payment Scheme) which caps spending on prescription drugs. 

The HSE local health offices can offer assistance to those completing their Medical Card/
GP Visit Card application form or seek clarification on any aspect regarding the process of 
assessing eligibility for a Medical Card/GP Visit Card. In addition, in this regard, a help and 
information Callsave phone line 1890 252 919 is available to the public. The HSE will give 
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every assistance to persons that contact their offices, in advising and facilitating them in meet-
ing the requirements to have their eligibility for a Medical Card/GP Visit Card fully assessed. 

Furthermore, persons aged over 70 years may still be eligible for a medical card where dis-
cretion is exercised where they face undue hardship in arranging medical services as a result of 
medical or social circumstances.

17/09/2014WRCC03100Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRCC03200794. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33071/14]

17/09/2014WRCC03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRCC03400Prescription Charges

17/09/2014WRCC03500795. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health in the context of the forthcom-
ing budget, if he will consider waiving the €2.50 prescription charge per item for all long-term 
residents of nursing homes in view of the fact that studies have shown that prescription charges 
may lead to patients neglecting to adhere to their full medication regime; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33072/14]

17/09/2014WRCC03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Medical card 
holders are required to pay a prescription charge of €2.50 per item for medicines and other pre-
scription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of €25 per month 
for each person or family.  Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the Health 
Service Executive or to methadone supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treat-
ment Scheme. There are no plans to amend the prescription charge.

17/09/2014WRCC03700Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2014WRCC03800796. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the way he plans to 
minimise the impact on the thousands of persons who use the services of Muscular Dystrophy 
Ireland whose funding has been cut; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33076/14]

17/09/2014WRCC03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRCC04000Services for People with Disabilities
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17/09/2014WRCC04100797. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health his plans to minimise 
the impact on the thousands of persons who use the services of the Huntingdon’s Disease As-
sociation of Ireland whose funding has been cut; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33078/14]

17/09/2014WRCC04200827. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that ad-
equate funding is now in place to support the continued operation of the Huntington’s Disease 
Association of Ireland [33178/14]

17/09/2014WRCC04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 797 and 827 together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRCC04400Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2014WRCC04500798. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health his plans to minimise 
the impact on the thousands of persons who use the services of the Irish Deaf Society whose 
funding has been cut; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33080/14]

17/09/2014WRCC04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRCC04700Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRCC04800799. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33084/14]

17/09/2014WRCC04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRCC05000Drug Treatment Programmes Funding

17/09/2014WRCC05100800. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the measures he is taking to 
ensure that the budget for the drugs initiative will be protected from further disproportionate 
cuts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33092/14]

17/09/2014WRCC05200819. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure there are no fur-
ther cuts to the drugs initiative in budget 2015 (details supplied). [33155/14]

17/09/2014WRCC05300823. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health his plans regarding the drugs ini-
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tiative programme to combat drug misuse; his plans for this programme in 2015; if the service 
will be maintained at current levels or expanded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33167/14]

17/09/2014WRCC05400889. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to maintain existing 
funding levels for the drugs initiative (details supplied) in 2015; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33368/14]

17/09/2014WRCC055001101. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding pro-
vided for the drugs initiative under the national drugs strategy each year for the past four years; 
the reason for the decline in funding; the trends in the use of illegal substances in that time; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34515/14]

17/09/2014WRCC05600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 800, 819, 
823, 889 and 1101 together.

In furtherance of the National Drugs Strategy (NDS), my Department administers a Drugs 
Initiative which primarily funds community based drugs projects supported by the Drug and 
Alcohol Task Forces.  The level of funding provided in the Drugs Initiative since 2008 has 
changed significantly, due to the transfer of €19.9m in respect of the Young Peoples Facilities 
and Services Fund to the then Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs on 1 Janu-
ary 2009 and more recently the transfer of €21.57m from the Vote of my Department to the HSE 
in relation to Task Force treatment and rehabilitation projects on 1 January 2014.  This year, a 
total of €7.381m has been provided in the Drugs Initiative of which €6.6m has been allocated 
to Task Force projects.

In recent years the nature and scale of drug misuse has changed due to the increasing geo-
graphical dispersal of problem drug use (including heroin use), the increased prevalence of 
polydrug use, the increased strength of cannabis, and the emergence of new psychoactive sub-
stances.  The response of the HSE has involved the re-orientation of its addiction services to-
wards polydrug issues, using a 4-tiered model approach as a national framework through which 
to deliver services.   

I would like to point out that cross-departmental provision for Drugs Programmes has been 
maintained at very significant levels since 2008.  In 2014, a total of €240.135m has been al-
located for drugs programmes and initiatives across Government departments and agencies, 
representing a reduction of approximately 13% on expenditure levels in 2008.  In the context 
of the resource constraints arising from the economic crisis, this level of funding emphasises 
the Government’s ongoing commitment to the implementation of the NDS, with the overall 
policy objective of targeting resources at areas where there is the highest concentration of drugs 
activity. Funding in 2015 for community drugs initiatives will be determined in the context of 
the Estimates process, taking into account the need to protect frontline service provision as far 
as possible.    

Details of the Drugs Initiative allocations between 2008 and 2014 are set out in the table.

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
€64.332m €40.611m €36.182m €33.700m €31.475m €29.951m €7.381m

17/09/2014WRCC05700Prescription Charges

17/09/2014WRCC05800801. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if an information programme 
has been undertaken by the Health Service Executive to update health providers such as gen-
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eral practitioners, consultants, pharmacies and so on regarding the changes for clients on the 
long-term illness card who are now on the GMS system but who are exempt from prescription 
charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33094/14]

17/09/2014WRCC05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the Health Service Executive (HSE) 
has statutory responsibility for the administration of the primary care schemes, including the 
Long Term Illness Scheme, therefore the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRCC06000Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2014WRCC06100802. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will make funding 
available immediately to deal with the priority list for residential care in St. Michael’s House in 
Ballymun (details supplied). [33101/14]

17/09/2014WRCC06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRCC06300Medical Records

17/09/2014WRCC06400803. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 644 of 15 July 2014 where he stated that more detailed information is provided to 
bodies including the National Cancer Registry, the Health Research Board as well as research-
ers in universities, if he will provide the full list of the bodies to which information has been 
released by the HPO, and list the full range of details provided. [33108/14]

17/09/2014WRCC06500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department does not hold the detailed 
information requested.  For this reason, I have asked that the HSE respond directly to the 
Deputy on this matter.

17/09/2014WRCC06600Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WRCC06700804. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards re-
turned to persons following the suspension of medical card reviews; the number of medical 
cards projected to be returned; the timeframe for this process; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33112/14]

17/09/2014WRCC06800929. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the timescale under which all 
discretionary medical cards, withdrawn under the recent review, will be restored; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33531/14]

17/09/2014WRCC06900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 804 and 929 together.

The Government decision announced in June 2014, enabled the HSE to make the necessary 
arrangements to return medical cards and GP visit cards to those with a lifelong medical condi-
tion, acute illness, or disability, who had been granted a card on a discretionary basis, and who 
lost their card following a review, since July 2011.
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The HSE has now completed the exercise, and eligibility has been restored to 11,383 people 
in accordance with the Government decision. Final quality assurance tasks are in progress and 
enquiries can be made by calling 1890 252 919 - Monday to Friday - 8am to 8pm.

At the time of the Government decision it was estimated that up to 15,305 people could 
have their cards restored.  As the files have been reviewed in recent weeks it has become clear 
that some individuals included in the original estimate are no longer ill, some have had cards 
restored to one member of the family (as opposed to the entire family) and some have passed 
away. 

17/09/2014WRCC07000Health Services Staff

17/09/2014WRCC07100805. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the number of trained phleboto-
mists in Ireland today; the budget that has been assigned to train further phlebotomists; when 
will this take effect; his views that the practice of drawing blood samples from patients for 
analysis for medical purposes using needles by those who are untrained is unsatisfactory; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33116/14]

17/09/2014WRCC07200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this relates to an operational matter, I 
have passed the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRCC07300Home Help Service Provision

17/09/2014WRCC07400806. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if he will increase the allocation 
of home-help hours for a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33118/14]

17/09/2014WRCC07500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRCC07600Orthodontic Service Provision

17/09/2014WRCC07700807. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the position regarding dental 
treatment in respect of a person (details supplied). [33119/14]

17/09/2014WRCC07800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE 
provides orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s 
access to orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is 
given to patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query 
raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRCC07900Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2014WRCC08000808. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if, he will fast-track the process 
to move a person (details supplied) to the national rehabilitation centre including the provision 
of a required special chair; if he will allow for a discretionary medical card to meet this person’s 
urgent needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33120/14]

17/09/2014WRCC08100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
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uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRCC08200Medicinal Products Availability

17/09/2014WRCC08300809. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for Health his plans to include Omacor 
as medication covered under the medical card scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33127/14]

17/09/2014WRCC08400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, therefore, the matter has 
been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRCC08500Orthodontic Service Provision

17/09/2014WRCC08600810. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the decline in persons using private orthodontists; if these professionals could be used to 
reduce waiting lists in the public sector through payment in the National Treatment Purchase 
Fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33129/14]

17/09/2014WRCC08700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE is 
aware of the need to address orthodontic waiting times and commissioned an independent na-
tional review of orthodontic services to give guidance as to what changes will be desirable.  The 
key issue highlighted by the review, which assessed services nationally, is that the Orthodontic 
Service should be fully integrated within the Primary Care Service. This is under consideration 
by the HSE to be implemented as part of the HSE’s reform programme. In addition, an initiative 
to reduce waiting times through the provision of additional services by private orthodontists is 
currently under consideration.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) deals with hospital care. As most orthodon-
tic treatment does not normally require hospital based care, the NTPF has no role in this matter.

17/09/2014WRCC08800Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRCC08900811. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a 
medical card application will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33130/14]

17/09/2014WRCC09000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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17/09/2014WRCC09100Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WRCC09200812. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the waiting time for a public patient (details supplied) in County Kerry to get an appointment 
for an eye operation in Kerry General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33132/14]

17/09/2014WRCC09300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy on this matter.

17/09/2014WRDD00150Hospital Services

17/09/2014WRDD00200813. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if arrangements will be 
made to have a catheter removed in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33138/14]

17/09/2014WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

17/09/2014WRDD00350Hospital Services

17/09/2014WRDD00400814. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive an appointment date for a MRI scan at Tallaght general hospital, 
Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33140/14]

17/09/2014WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

17/09/2014WRDD00550Voluntary Sector Funding

17/09/2014WRDD00600815. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the Irish Wheelchair Association; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33144/14]

17/09/2014WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Irish 
Wheelchair Association receives funding from the Health Service Executive (HSE) under Sec-
tion 39 of the Health Act 2004.  The HSE has a service level agreement with the Irish Wheel-
chair Association to provide services to people with a disability.  The agreement covers the 
nature and levels of services to be provided by the Irish Wheelchair Association for people with 
a disability within the funding provided on an annual basis.
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The issues raised in the correspondence attached to this parliamentary question, including 
attendance at the Irish Wheelchair Association’s recent Annual General Meeting, are issues 
more appropriate to the Board of the Irish Wheelchair Association and are not within the ambit 
of the Minster for Health or the HSE.

17/09/2014WRDD00750Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WRDD00800816. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding surgery 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33145/14]

17/09/2014WRDD00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific hospital appointment query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 817 answered with Question No. 784.

17/09/2014WRDD01100Health Services Staff

17/09/2014WRDD01200818. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason home help staff had 
their wages cut from €15 per hour to €12 and only receive €5 travel allowance; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33152/14]

17/09/2014WRDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Question No. 819 answered with Question No. 800.

17/09/2014WRDD01450Asthma Incidence

17/09/2014WRDD01500820. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding asthma.  [33156/14]

17/09/2014WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The National 
Clinical Programme for Asthma (NCPA) Model of Care was recently approved by the HSE and 
is now planned for implementation in accordance with the HSE’s National Service Plan 2014 
and work is currently ongoing by NCPA on an implementation plan for the Model of Care.  

The Model of Care details how physicians, nurses, and other health care professionals will 
work with engaged patients to make the clinical decisions most appropriate to their circum-
stances; and to collaborate with specialist colleagues in providing a safe, seamless patient ex-
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perience within the health system in Ireland.  Recommendations, such as the use of guidelines 
and asthma education training, are already underway. 

Asthma management involves a partnership between the patient and the relevant health 
care professional, with frequent revision and reinforcement.  The aim is to give patients (and 
parents/caregivers), where possible, the ability to control their own (or their child’s) asthma 
condition, with guidance from health care professionals.  For this reason, education of patients 
to ensure self-management and patient empowerment is an integral and fundamental part of the 
Model of Care and at all points of contact with the health services. 

The role of the health care professional is key to the education and empowerment of pa-
tients, so that patients are well informed, guided by the professional and confident in self-
management of their asthma.  The role of GPs, practice nurses, pharmacists and other health 
care professionals in encouraging individuals to take responsibility for their own care needs to 
be clearly articulated, in both education and practice.

Like adults, children with asthma (and their parents) need to know how to self-manage 
their own condition.  Guided self-management education, including self-monitoring of peak 
expiratory flow and/or symptoms, with regular medical review, supported by a written asthma 
management plan has been found to improve health outcomes. 

Up-to-date information is available for patients and their families and carers.  There are eas-
ily accessible patient asthma education supports which have been implemented in conjunction 
with the NCPA’s key stakeholder, the Asthma Society of Ireland (ASI), to assist guided self-
management for this chronic condition.  These are available on both the HSE and ASI websites 
( http://www.hseland.ie and www.asthmasociety.ie  ).

A self-learning asthma E-Learning 6 modular theoretical programme based on the national 
asthma evidenced based guidelines and developed by NCPA in conjunction with ASI is freely 
available on http://www.hseland.ie and www.asthmasociety.ie for any health care professional 
who wishes to update their knowledge.  This will enable health care professionals to underpin 
their skill sets with theory.  There is also a similar programme available for GPs on the ICGP 
website.

In addition, a practical workshop is also being delivered for staff in primary and second-
ary care by Respiratory Clinical Nurse Specialists.  This education programme will continue 
throughout 2014-2015.

17/09/2014WRDD01650Health Services

17/09/2014WRDD01700821. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
regarding an association (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33159/14]

17/09/2014WRDD01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRDD01850Patient Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRDD01900822. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the options available to a 
parent of a sick child (details supplied) in County Mayo who needs financial assistance to bring 
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the sick child to hospital in view of Health Service Executive patient transport policy which will 
not assist; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33163/14]

17/09/2014WRDD02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 823 answered with Question No. 800.

17/09/2014WRDD02150Cancer Screening Programmes

17/09/2014WRDD02200824. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the exten-
sion of BreastCheck to women aged 65 to 69 years old; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [33168/14]

17/09/2014WRDD02300828. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend Breast-
Check to 65 to 70 year olds; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33181/14]

17/09/2014WRDD02400866. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he supports an extension 
of BreastCheck, the national free screening programme, to women aged 65 to 69 years of age 
in line with the programme for Government, and if so, when this extension will be applied; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33303/14]

17/09/2014WRDD02500900. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend Breast-
Check to women aged 65 to 69 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[33416/14]

17/09/2014WRDD02600932. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the projected cost of extending 
the BreastCheck screening programme to women aged between 65 and 70 years of age; when 
he intends to extend the screening programme to this age group; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33542/14]

17/09/2014WRDD027001002. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend Breast-
Check cover to women aged from 65 to 69 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33881/14]

17/09/2014WRDD028001062. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will extend BreastCheck 
to women aged 65 to 69 years as outlined in the programme for Government; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [34170/14]

17/09/2014WRDD02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 824, 828, 
866, 900, 932, 1002 and 1062 together.

The BreastCheck Programme provides free mammograms to all women aged 50-64.  A 
priority of the BreastCheck Programme at present is to maximise national uptake in the 50-64 
year age cohort.

It is my intention to extend the upper age range to include the 65-69 age cohort as soon as 
possible in line with available resources.

17/09/2014WRDD02950Hospital Accommodation Provision

17/09/2014WRDD03000825. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding bed 
availability in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [33169/14]

17/09/2014WRDD03100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

17/09/2014WRDD03150Vaccination Programme

17/09/2014WRDD03200826. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the reason the vaccination 
for chickenpox is not part of the routine childhood vaccination programme; his plans for it to be 
included in the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33175/14]

17/09/2014WRDD03300978. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the reason the vaccination for 
chickenpox is not part of the routine childhood vaccination programme; his plans for same to be 
included in the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33786/14]

17/09/2014WRDD03400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 826 and 
978 together.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC).  The NIAC is a committee of the Royal College of Physi-
cians of Ireland comprising of experts in a number of specialties including infectious diseases, 
paediatrics and public health.  The committee’s recommendations are informed by public health 
advice, international best practice and by the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE).

The current guidelines on chickenpox (varicella) recommend that this vaccine is given to 
specific at risk groups.  NIAC is currently considering current scientific evidence whether to 
recommend the inclusion of varicella vaccine into the childhood immunisation schedule.

Should NIAC advice recommend the inclusion of a new vaccine into the primary childhood 
immunisation programme in Ireland, my Department, in association with the Health Service 
Executive’s National Immunisation Office will examine the issue.

Question No. 827 answered with Question No. 797.

Question No. 828 answered with Question No. 824

17/09/2014WRDD03750Disability Support Services

17/09/2014WRDD03800829. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support a proper 
early intervention team for north city Dublin as a matter of urgency.  [33185/14]

17/09/2014WRDD03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment is committed to the provision and development of services for children with a disability, 
including early intervention services, within available resources.  While these services are in the 
process of being reconfigured under the HSE’s National Programme on Progressing Disability 
Services for Children and Young People (0-18 years), it is important to note that all HSE areas 
have early intervention services in place for children with disabilities aged up to eighteen years.  
These are provided directly by the HSE or by voluntary service providers funded by the HSE.

The aim of the Progressing Disability Services Programme is to achieve a national, unified 
approach to delivering disability health services so that there is a clear pathway to services for 
all children, regardless of where they live, what school they go to or the nature of their disabil-
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ity.  An additional €4m has been specifically allocated in 2014 to drive implementation of the 
Programme.  This equates to approximately 80 therapy posts.  The transition to this new model 
is taking place on a phased basis and, importantly, includes consultation and engagement with 
stakeholders, such as service users and their families.  

As the specific issue raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for the HSE, I have ar-
ranged for the Deputy’s question to be referred to the Executive for direct reply to him.

17/09/2014WRDD03950Vaccination Programme

17/09/2014WRDD04025830. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health if his Department has plans to 
roll out a vaccine for meningococcal B; if negotiations have taken place with pharmaceutical 
suppliers for the drug; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33189/14]

17/09/2014WRDD04100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The immunisation programme in Ireland is 
based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC).  The NIAC is 
a committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland comprising of experts in a number of 
specialties including infectious diseases, paediatrics and public health.  

The NIAC has not made any recommendation in relation to the use of Meningitis B vaccine 
in the primary childhood immunisation programme in Ireland.  However NIAC has issued guid-
ance in relation to the use of the Meningitis B vaccine in the control of clusters or outbreaks of 
Meningococcal B disease.  Deliberation regarding the introduction of Meningococcal B into the 
primary immunisation schedule continues.  New parameters as used by the UK Joint Commit-
tee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) are being included.

17/09/2014WRDD04150Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WRDD04200831. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois.  [33190/14]

17/09/2014WRDD04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRDD04350Long Stay Residential Units

17/09/2014WRDD04400832. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
have plans to expand the provision of long-term care to a greater number of patients in St. Co-
lumbanus’ Hospital, Killarney, County Kerry.  [33192/14]

17/09/2014WRDD04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.



Questions - Written Answers

544

17/09/2014WRDD04550Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

17/09/2014WRDD04600833. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the duration of agreed contracts 
between the National Treatment Purchase Fund and a private nursing home in relation to the 
nursing home’s approval for the provision of the nursing home support scheme.  [33193/14]

17/09/2014WRDD04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The legisla-
tion underpinning the Nursing Homes Support Scheme requires each private nursing home to 
negotiate and agree a price for long-term residential care services with the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) should they wish to be an approved nursing home for the purposes of 
the Scheme.  This is a necessary feature of the scheme due to the commitment by the State to 
meet the full balance of the cost of care over and above a person’s contribution.

The NTPF is independent in the performance of this function and, in carrying it out, it must 
ensure value for money for both the individual and the State.  It negotiates with each nursing 
home individually and may examine the records and accounts of nursing homes as part of the 
process.  The duration of Pricing Contracts is a matter for agreement between the NTPF and the 
nursing home in question.

17/09/2014WRDD04750Cancer Incidence

17/09/2014WRDD04800834. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons re-
siding in County Mayo that have been treated for skin cancer in each of the past five years to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33195/14]

17/09/2014WRDD04900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Cancer Registry of Ireland, 
which is the statutory body with responsibility for the collection and analysis of information re-
lating to the incidence of cancer in Ireland, advises that the total cases of skin cancer diagnosed 
in Mayo from 2008 - 2012 (the most recent five year time period for which complete data is 
available) is as follows:

Melanoma non-Melanoma
Year of 
diagnosis

Females Males Total Females Males Total

2008 11 13 24 86 136 222
2009 10 7 17 79 130 209
2010 13 13 26 137 160 297
2011 11 17 28 140 166 306
2012 15 18 33 115 171 286
Annual 
average

12 14 26 111 153 264

17/09/2014WRDD04975Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRDD05000835. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of staff who retired, 
left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 2013 to 31 December 2013, and 
the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2014, 
and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2015, and 
the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016, and the annual sav-
ings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33206/14]
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17/09/2014WRDD05100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): During the period 01 July 2013 to 31 De-
cember 2013 one civil servant retired from my Department.  To date in 2014, ten civil servants 
(8.8 Wholetime equivalents) have retired from my Department.  Two staff members will reach 
age 65 in 2015 and four staff members will reach 65 in 2016 and will have to retire on age 
grounds in those years.  One other staff member has also signalled his intention to retire in June 
2015.

There is no mechanism to predict how many retirements there may be in 2015 as a result 
of the grace period for pension purposes under the Haddington Road Agreement or how many 
will retire in 2016.  

As my Department is a non-delegated Department in respect of the administration of pen-
sions, the superannuation entitlements of staff of my Department are determined, awarded and 
administered by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and this Department has no 
mechanism for calculating the expected savings from retirements.

17/09/2014WRDD05150Health Services Staff Data

17/09/2014WRDD05200836. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of staff who retired, 
left or otherwise departed from the Health Service Executive from 1 July 2013 to 31 December 
2013 and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave 
in 2014 and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 
2015 and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016 and the 
annual savings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33212/14]

17/09/2014WRDD05300838. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of new staff employed 
in the Health Service Executive since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected 
annual costs arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33234/14]

17/09/2014WRDD05400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 836 and 
838 together.

As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply.

17/09/2014WRDD05450Health Services Staff Data

17/09/2014WRDD05500837. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of new staff employed 
since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual costs arising therefrom; the 
expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the 
expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the 
expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33223/14]

17/09/2014WRDD05600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information requested by the Deputy is 
detailed as follows.
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No. of new staff employed 1 July 2013 to 
31 December 2013

Annual cost arising

Special Advisor  €81,676
Chief Nursing Officer  €124,917
Ministerial Driver x 2  €65,930

Expected no. of staff to be employed in 
2014

Expected annual cost arising

Personal Secretary x 2  €68,390
Personal Assistant  €48,520
Special Advisor  €99,370
Special Advisor (Press)  €81,676
Driver x 2  €65,930
Secretary General  €176,350
Assistant Secretary  €131,385
Technical / Professional staff at PO equiva-
lent level x 2 

 €171,500

Technical / Professional staff at AP equiva-
lent level x 11

 €726,440

Higher Executive Officer  €51,653
Administrative Officer x 6  €239,802
My Department is not in a position to estimate the number of new staff likely to be em-

ployed in 2015 and 2016 at this stage.

  Question No. 838 answered with Question No. 836.

17/09/2014WRDD05750Medical Card Data

17/09/2014WRDD05800839. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the number of those aged 
over 70 who have lost their medical cards on review since 1 July 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33235/14]

17/09/2014WRDD05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The informa-
tion sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible.

17/09/2014WREEE00150Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

17/09/2014WREEE00200840. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that are 
currently part of the nursing home support scheme. [33243/14]

17/09/2014WREEE00300842. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health if he will consider excluding 
rental income from the income assessment of a person who is part of the nursing home support 
scheme, where they agree to rent the home to a recipient of rent supplement, or the new housing 
assistance payment. [33245/14]

17/09/2014WREEE00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 840 and 842 together.
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The Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) provides financial support towards the cost 
of long-term residential care services in nursing homes.  In 2014 a total amount of €938m is 
available for the Scheme.  As of the end July 2014 (latest figures available) 22,162 people were 
being supported by the Scheme.

The NHSS is already a generous Scheme which meets by far the greater part of the cost of 
care for the great majority of participants.  The Scheme already includes significant safeguards 
for residents including:

- Nobody will pay more than the actual cost of care;

- The first €36,000 of a person’s assets, or €72,000 for a couple, is not taken into account 
during the financial assessment;

- The principal residence is only included in the financial assessment for the first three years 
of a person’s time in care.  This three year cap can also apply to family farms/businesses in 
certain circumstances;

- Where an individual’s assets include land and property in the State, the contribution based 
on such assets may be deferred and collected from their estate.  This is the optional Nursing 
Home Loan element of the Scheme;

- Individuals keep a personal allowance of 20% of their income or 20% of the maximum rate 
of the State Pension (non-contributory), whichever is the greater;

- If there is a spouse/partner remaining at home, s/he will retain 50% of the couple’s income, 
or the maximum rate of the State Pension (non-contributory), which ever is the greater;

- Certain items of expenditure, called allowable deductions, can be taken into account dur-
ing the financial assessment.  These allowable deductions include health expenses;

- There is a financial review mechanism which takes account of the fluctuating value of 
assets and the fact that cash assets will naturally deplete over time as payments are made to 
nursing homes etc.

In all of these circumstances, it is not envisaged that an additional exclusion could be intro-
duced on the basis suggested by the Deputy.

17/09/2014WREEE00450Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

17/09/2014WREEE00500841. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health the number of members of the 
nursing home support scheme who own their own home; and the number of these homes that 
are no longer inhabited. [33244/14]

17/09/2014WREEE00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 842 answered with Question No. 840.

17/09/2014WREEE00750Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WREEE00800843. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [33250/14]
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17/09/2014WREEE00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WREEE00950Nursing Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WREEE01000844. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will consider implementing 
the full national Hepatitis C strategy in lifting the moratorium on the recruitment of nurses to 
increase nurses dealing with Hepatitis C cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33252/14]

17/09/2014WREEE01100892. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Health if he will consider lifting the 
moratorium on recruitment of public sector staff to expand the number of Hepatitis C nurses; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33378/14]

17/09/2014WREEE01200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 844 and 
892 together.

The Government has decided that the numbers employed across the public service must be 
reduced in order to meet fiscal and budgetary targets and introduced a moratorium on recruit-
ment in the Public Service in March 2009.  The health sector must make its contribution to that 
reduction.

In order to mitigate the impact on frontline services of the reduction in employment num-
bers, the priority is to reform how health services are delivered in order to ensure a more pro-
ductive and cost effective health system.  The revised working arrangements provided for in 
the Haddington Road Agreement are a pivotal element in this regard. It should be noted that, 
subject to approval by senior managers, arrangements are in place in the HSE to allow the re-
cruitment of staff where it has been established that there is an urgent service requirement.

17/09/2014WREEE01250Hospital Facilities

17/09/2014WREEE01300845. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the position regard-
ing the upgrading of the National Rehabilitation Hospital in Dún Laoghaire; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33254/14]

17/09/2014WREEE01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Delivery of 
healthcare infrastructure is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WREEE01450Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WREEE01500846. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
cataract operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33259/14]
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17/09/2014WREEE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy on this matter.

17/09/2014WREEE01650Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WREEE01700847. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
over 70s medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [33260/14]

17/09/2014WREEE01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WREEE01850Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WREEE01900848. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [33261/14]

17/09/2014WREEE02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WREEE02050Home Care Packages

17/09/2014WREEE02100849. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
home care package scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33263/14]

17/09/2014WREEE02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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17/09/2014WREEE02250Hepatitis C Incidence

17/09/2014WREEE02300850. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding reduc-
ing the transmission of Hepatitis C (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33264/14]

17/09/2014WREEE02400891. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that funding 
is made available to ensure full implementation of the National Hepatitis C Strategy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33377/14]

17/09/2014WREEE02500919. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the Health Service Executive launched its National Hepatitis C Strategy on 4 
September 2012; that this strategy outlined a time-lined plan to reduce transmission of Hepa-
titis C and improve care of patients with the disease; and if any funding was made available to 
implement its recommendations. [33488/14]

17/09/2014WREEE02600925. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the implementa-
tion of the National Hepatitis C strategy; and the steps he has taken to ensure adequate funding 
and staffing required. [33509/14]

17/09/2014WREEE02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 850, 891, 
919 and 925 together.

The National Hepatitis C Strategy 2011-2014, which was developed by the Health Service 
Executive, was published on 4 September 2012.  The Strategy  provides a framework for a co-
ordinated and integrated response to Hepatitis C in Ireland.  The National Hepatitis C Strategy 
Implementation Committee was established by the Health Service Executive to progress the 
recommendations of the Strategy.  Funding for the implementation of the Strategy in 2015 will 
be determined in the context of the Estimates process.

I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputies in relation to 
progress achieved to date in the implementation of the recommendations of the Strategy.

17/09/2014WREEE02750Disability Support Services

17/09/2014WREEE02800851. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he has carried out an 
impact analysis of the cuts to funding for early intervention services for children with disabili-
ties, particularly in the case of north Dublin whereby the early intervention team there has not 
been in a position to accept any new referrals since November 2012 due to a large volume of 
children on the existing caseload and consistent cuts in staff numbers due to the moratorium on 
public service recruitment. [33265/14]

17/09/2014WREEE02900852. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions No. 248 and 250 of 3 April 2014 and No. 650 of 24 June 2014, if he will provide 
further details regarding the way the targeted investment of €4 million and the provision of 80 
additional therapy staff as part of the roll out of the progressing disability services for children 
and young people aged zero to 18 programme will have an impact on improving services for 
children with disabilities, including those with autism; when these additional staff members 
will be recruited; and if he will provide a breakdown by the Health Service Executive region of 
where the allocated funding will be spent. [33266/14]

17/09/2014WREEE03000853. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions No. 248 and 250 of 3 April 2014 and No. 650 of 24 June 2014, the current status of 
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the works being completed by the local implementation groups in Dublin as part of the roll out 
of the progressing disability services for children and young people aged zero to 18 programme; 
if the consultation phase with all stakeholders has been completed as well as the development of 
implementation plans and the commencement of reconfiguring services. [33267/14]

17/09/2014WREEE03100857. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions No. 248 and 250 of 3 April 2014 and No. 650 of 24 June 2014, if he will provide an 
update on the number of reconfigured early intervention teams currently in place in Dublin; and 
if the planned 12 network teams for north Dublin are now in place [33272/14]

17/09/2014WREEE03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 851 to 853, inclusive, and 857 together.

The Government is committed to the provision and development of services for children 
with a disability, including early intervention services, within available resources.  These ser-
vices are in the process of being reconfigured under the HSE’s National Programme on Pro-
gressing Disability Services for Children and Young People (0-18 years).

The aim of the Progressing Disability Services Programme is to achieve a national, unified 
approach to delivering disability health services so that there is a clear pathway to services for 
all children, regardless of where they live, what school they go to or the nature of their disabil-
ity.  The Programme is organised at national, regional and local level and includes representa-
tives from the health and education sectors, non-statutory service providers and parents.  It is 
envisaged that the Programme, when implemented, will have a positive impact on the provision 
of clinical services for all children who require access to health related supports.  An additional 
€4m has been specifically allocated in 2014 to drive implementation of the Programme.  This 
equates to approximately 80 therapy posts.  Following detailed consideration by the Executive, 
these additional therapy posts have now been allocated and the recruitment process to fill same 
is currently underway.

The specific queries raised by the Deputy regarding the implementation of the Programme, 
including the impact of the additional €4m investment, the recruitment of therapists, the cur-
rent status of Local Implementation Groups and Early Intervention and School Age Network 
Teams and consultation with stakeholders are operational matters for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the Deputy’s questions to be referred to the Executive for direct reply to him.

17/09/2014WREEE03350Disability Diagnoses

17/09/2014WREEE03400854. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions No. 248 and 250 of 3 April 2014 and No. 650 of 24 June 2014, if he is concerned that 
1,215 applications for assessment of need under the Disability Act 2005 were overdue for com-
pletion according to a report developed by the Health Service Executive for quarter one of 2014 
and that only 30% of the assessments in the quarter were completed on time; the way improve-
ments will be made in carrying out assessments of need in a more timely manner. [33268/14]

17/09/2014WREEE03500855. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Questions No. 248 and 250 of 3 April 2014 and No. 650 of 24 June 2014, if additional 
resources will be allocated in order to cater for the increased demands placed on staff carrying 
out assessments of need under the Disability Act 2005 due to the extension of the eligibility for 
assessment in terms of age following a ruling of the High Court in 2009 such that all children 
born after 1 June 2002 are eligible to apply for an assessment at any time regardless of their 
age. [33269/14]
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17/09/2014WREEE03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 854 and 855 together.

Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 was commenced on 1 June 2007 in respect of children aged 
under 5.  In 2008, the then Government decided, in the light of financial circumstances, to defer 
further implementation of the Disability Act 2005 and the Education for Persons with Special 
Educational Needs Act 2004.  However, in light of legal advice following a High Court ruling, 
children born after 1st June 2002 are being treated by the HSE as eligible to apply for an assess-
ment under the Act.  Part 2 of the 2005 Act provides for an assessment of the needs of eligible 
applicants, occasioned by their disability, to be commenced within three months of receipt of 
an application and completed within a further three months.

Although the HSE recognises that it faces significant challenges in respect of meeting the 
statutory time-frames which apply to the Assessment of Need (AON) process, given the num-
ber and complexity of cases, it has taken a number of measures to address the issue. It has is-
sued guidance to its staff that, where there is a delay in the assessment process, this should not 
affect the delivery of necessary and appropriate interventions identified for a particular child.  
While any delay in assessment or intervention for any child is not desirable, the assessment 
process under the Disability Act can take place in parallel with any intervention which is identi-
fied as necessary.  

In 2011, the Department of Health and the HSE jointly commissioned the National Dis-
ability Authority (NDA) to review the operation of the Assessment of Need (AON) process 
in the HSE.  This report was published by the NDA and can be accessed at www.nda.ie.  The 
NDA research has found that there was no one single solution to remove all of the challenges 
to operating a statutory assessment of need.  It also found that where integrated children’s dis-
ability teams have already been established under the HSE’s Progressing Disability Services 
for Children and Young People Programme, the AON process has worked more smoothly.  In 
light of the NDA’s findings, an additional emphasis is currently being placed on re-configuring 
children’s disability services into integrated multi-disciplinary geographically-based early-in-
tervention and school-aged teams, as part of the HSE’s Progressing Disability Services Pro-
gramme.  The aim of this Programme is to bring about equity and consistency, with a clear 
pathway for children with disabilities and their families to services, regardless of where they 
live, what school they go to or the nature of their difficulty.  The Programme is a key priority for 
the HSE in 2014, with an additional €4m allocated to assist in its implementation.  

As the allocation of resources is an operational matter for the HSE, I have referred the 
Deputy’s query regarding the allocation of additional resources to the Executive for direct reply 
to him.

17/09/2014WREEE03650Disabilities Services Funding

17/09/2014WREEE03700856. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions No. 248 and 250 of 3 April 2014 and No. 650 of 24 June 2014, his position on the 
report completed by the National Disability Authority into the practice of the assessment of 
need under the Disability Act 2005 which was submitted by the NDA for consideration by his 
Department. [33270/14]

17/09/2014WREEE03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Part 2 of the 
Disability 2005 Act, which was commenced on 1 June 2007, provides for an assessment of 
the needs of eligible applicants, occasioned by their disability, to be commenced within three 
months of receipt of an application and completed within a further three months.  In 2011, the 
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Department of Health and the HSE jointly commissioned the National Disability Authority 
(NDA) to review the operation of the Assessment of Need (AON) process in the HSE.  This 
report was published by the NDA and can be accessed at www.nda.ie.  

The NDA research has found that there was no one single solution to remove all of the 
challenges to operating a statutory assessment of need.  It also found that where integrated 
children’s disability teams have already been established under the HSE’s Progressing Dis-
ability Services for Children and Young People Programme, the AON process has worked more 
smoothly.  In light of the NDA’s findings, an additional emphasis is currently being placed on 
re-configuring children’s disability services into integrated multi-disciplinary geographically-
based early-intervention and school-aged teams, as part of the HSE’s Progressing Disability 
Services Programme.  The aim of this Programme is to bring about equity and consistency, 
with a clear pathway for children with disabilities and their families to services, regardless of 
where they live, what school they go to or the nature of their difficulty.  The Programme is a key 
priority for the HSE in 2014, with an additional €4m allocated to assist in its implementation.

Officials from my Department will continue to engage with the HSE and the NDA to further 
consider the findings contained in this Report.

Question No. 857 answered with Question No. 851.

17/09/2014WREEE03950Disability Support Services Provision

17/09/2014WREEE04000858. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health his position on the plans 
developed by the Health Service Executive to roll out the Progressing Disability Services for 
Children and Young People (0-18s) Programme; if he is satisfied with the nature of the plans 
for the reconfiguration of early intervention services; if he will confirm that the target of full 
implementation of the model as scheduled for the end of 2015 will be achieved; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33273/14]

17/09/2014WREEE04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment is committed to the provision and development of services for children with a disability, 
including early intervention services, within available resources.  These services are in the 
process of being reconfigured under the HSE’s National Programme on Progressing Disability 
Services for Children and Young People (0-18 years).

The aim of the Progressing Disability Services Programme is to achieve a national, unified 
approach to delivering disability health services so that there is a clear pathway to services for 
all children, regardless of where they live, what school they go to or the nature of their dis-
ability.  It also seeks to ensure that resources are used to the greatest benefit of all children and 
families and that health and education strategies work together to support children in achieving 
their potential.  The Programme is organised at national, regional and local level and includes 
representatives from the health and education sectors, non-statutory service providers and par-
ents.  It is envisaged that the Programme, when implemented, will have a positive impact on 
the provision of clinical services for all children who require access to health related supports.  
An additional €4m has been specifically allocated in 2014 to drive implementation of the Pro-
gramme.  This equates to approximately 80 therapy posts.  Following detailed consideration 
by the Executive, these additional therapy posts have now been allocated and the recruitment 
process to fill same is currently underway.  

The HSE’s Social Care Division has indicated in its 2014 Operational Plan that the Pro-
gramme is being implemented on a phased basis, with full implementation scheduled for the 
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end of 2015.  Accordingly, I have arranged for the Deputy’s query in relation to this target to be 
referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WREEE04150Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WREEE04200859. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33274/14]

17/09/2014WREEE04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WREEE04350Nursing Homes Support Scheme Expenditure

17/09/2014WREEE04400860. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the overall budget for the 
fair deal scheme in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33276/14]

17/09/2014WREEE04500861. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the overall budget for the 
fair deal scheme in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33277/14]

17/09/2014WREEE04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 860 and 861 together.

The needs of our older people are, and will remain, a very high priority for me and for the 
Government, and the resources that are available will be applied to provide the best possible 
mix of supports and services in a way that most effectively matches the needs and preferences 
of older people themselves, with a particular focus on enabling people to live as independently 
as possible in the community.

The total budget for long-term residential care was €974m in 2013 and is €939m in 2014.  
A number of people covered by funding arrangements which preceded the Scheme are also 
covered by this funding.

The €939m available for the Nursing Homes Support Scheme in 2014 represents a reduction 
of €35m on the 2013 provision.  The target in the HSE’s Service Plan 2014 is for 22,061 persons 
to be in receipt of financial support for long-term nursing home care by year end.  However, 
€23m has been transferred from the Nursing Homes Support Scheme to provide additional 
community services, with a view to allowing more older people to be supported in their own 
homes and communities for longer.  This reorientation is in line with both Government policy 
and with the expressed wishes of older people.

17/09/2014WREEE04650Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration
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17/09/2014WREEE04700862. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the current length of time 
from receipt of an application for the fair deal scheme until approval; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33278/14]

17/09/2014WREEE04800863. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the length of time from the 
receipt of an application for the fair deal scheme until approval as of December 2013; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33279/14]

17/09/2014WREEE04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 862 and 863 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

17/09/2014WREEE04950Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WREEE05000864. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will approve an applica-
tion for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33294/14]

17/09/2014WREEE05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WREEE05150Patient Safety

17/09/2014WREEE05200865. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the measures the manage-
ment at Galway University Hospital put in place to reduce the number of patients on trolleys in 
the emergency department during the period from 2010 to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33296/14]

17/09/2014WREEE05300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Question No. 866 answered with Question No. 824.

17/09/2014WREEE05450Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WREEE05500867. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will restore a discretion-
ary medical card, which was removed under the review process, in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33305/14]

17/09/2014WREEE05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WREEE05650Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WREEE05700868. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33310/14]

17/09/2014WREEE05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WREEE05850Prescriptions Data

17/09/2014WREEE05900869. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form the total amount raised from prescription charges in each year since 2011 to date in 2014; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33311/14]

17/09/2014WREEE060001046. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the amount collected by the Ex-
chequer from prescription charges over the past three years, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34085/14]

17/09/2014WREEE06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 869 and 1046 together.

The total amount raised from prescription charges in each year since 2011 to date in 2014 
is as follows;

Year Total €
2011 €27.6 Million
2012 €29.7 Million
2013 €85.6 Million
2014 €120 Million (projected)

17/09/2014WRFFF00150Health Services Charges

17/09/2014WRFFF00200870. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the total amount raised from the emergency department charge in each year since 2011 to 
date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33312/14]



17 September 2014

557

17/09/2014WRFFF00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRFFF00350Health Services Charges

17/09/2014WRFFF00400871. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the total amount raised from public hospital inpatient charges in each year since 2011 to 
date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33313/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRFFF00550Drugs Payment Scheme Expenditure

17/09/2014WRFFF00600872. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form the annual cost of the drug payment scheme in each year since 2011; the annual number 
of beneficiaries of the scheme; the number of individual monthly claims in each year to date in 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33314/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the Health Service Executive (HSE) 
has statutory responsibility for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore the 
matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRFFF00750Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRFFF00800873. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the total amount raised by the State from charges on the estate of persons who received 
nursing home care under the nursing home support scheme in each year since 2011 to date in 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33315/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRFFF00950Health Services Charges

17/09/2014WRFFF01000874. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a full list 
of charges or co-payments which may apply to persons using the health service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33316/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There is a range of statutory charges apply-
ing to persons using the public health service.

Medical card holders are required to pay a €2.50 charge (per item) for medicines and other 
prescription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of €25 per 
month for each person or family. Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family 
pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. 
The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing 
expenditure on medicines.
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The Health (Out-Patient Charges) Regulations 2013 provides for a €100 charge for out-
patient services provided at an emergency department, an accident and emergency department, 
a casualty department, a minor injury unit, an urgent care centre, a local injury unit or any other 
facility providing similar services, subject to certain exemptions.  In addition, under the Health 
Services (Out-Patient) Regulations 1993, the HSE may levy a charge on private patients for the 
use of an MRI machine in a public hospital.

Under the Health (In-Patient Charges) Regulations 1987 (as amended) public in-patients 
in public hospitals are liable to a €75 per day charge subject to a maximum of €750 in any 12 
consecutive months, subject to certain exemptions.  Under the Health (Amendment) Act 2013 
private in-patients in public hospitals are subject to charges that range from €329 to €1,000 per 
day.  The charge levied depends on whether accommodation is provided in a single or multiple 
occupancy room and if overnight accommodation is provided.

As required by the Health (Amendment) Act 1986, where a hospital is informed that the 
patient, their personal representative or a dependent is pursuing a Road Traffic Accident (RTA) 
claim, billing data is generated on the local billing system.  Invoices can be raised for an RTA 
related in-patient or out-patient charge depending on the services provided at the hospital. 

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme provides financial support to those in need of long-
term residential care. Participants contribute towards the cost of their care in accordance with 
their means. Participants contribute up to 80% of relevant income and up to 7.5% per annum of 
the value of relevant assets.  This applies to a principal private residence for three years only.

Under the Health (Charges for In-Patient Services) Regulations 2005-2011, charges ap-
ply for in-patient services other than for acute hospital care and for long-term residential care 
services supported under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (Fair Deal). Under these Regu-
lations, the HSE and agencies providing services on its behalf, must apply charges (subject to 
certain exemptions) to all those who receive inpatient services for longer than 30 days over a 
rolling 12 month period.  Charges apply whether or not the person has full or limited eligibility.  
The level of the charges is based on income and cannot exceed 80% of the weekly non-contrib-
utory State pension. The regulations currently provide for a maximum charge of €175 per week 
where inpatient care is provided in a setting with 24-hour nursing care or a maximum of €130 
per week where inpatient care is provided in other settings.  The charging legislation provides 
that the HSE may reduce or waive charges where necessary to avoid financial hardship, having 
regard to individual financial circumstances (including whether there are dependants).

17/09/2014WRFFF01150Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRFFF01200875. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will approve an applica-
tion for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33319/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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17/09/2014WRFFF01350Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

17/09/2014WRFFF01400876. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health his plans to revise the list of ill-
nesses classified as long-term illnesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33326/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Long 
Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 1970 (as 
amended). Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions covered 
by the LTI Scheme, which are as follows: Acute Leukaemia; Mental handicap; Cerebral Palsy; 
Mental Illness (in a person under 16); Cystic Fibrosis; Multiple Sclerosis; Diabetes Insipidus; 
Muscular Dystrophies; Diabetes Mellitus; Parkinsonism; Epilepsy; Phenylketonuria; Haemo-
philia; Spina Bifida; Hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. There 
are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

Under the provisions of the Health Acts, medical cards are provided to persons who are, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive (HSE), unable without undue hardship to arrange 
GP services for themselves and their dependants. In the assessment process, the HSE can take 
into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.

 Question No. 877 answered with Question No. 793.

 Question No. 878 answered with Question No. 764.

17/09/2014WRFFF01750Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRFFF01800879. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
hearing aid in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33345/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive Community Audiology service administers and monitors hearing tests for 
adults who are at risk for hearing loss.  Appointments for the audiology service are sent in a 
strict chronology according to clinical priorities and date of receipt of referral. The HSE has 
been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  

17/09/2014WRFFF01950Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRFFF02000880. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33347/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
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response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRFFF02150Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRFFF02200881. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the position regarding surgery in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Louth. [33352/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

17/09/2014WRFFF02350Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRFFF02400882. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the position regarding surgery in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Louth. [33353/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

17/09/2014WRFFF02550Health Services Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRFFF02600883. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a recent Health Service Executive review of podiatry services identified additional 
funding for three senior grade podiatrist posts to be located in the north east with one position 
in County Louth; and if he will confirm a timeframe for the recruitment of the senior grade po-
diatrist for County Louth. [33354/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRFFF02750Health Services Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRFFF02800884. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that according to Health Service Executive figures, between 2011 and 2013 the number 
of persons in County Louth with diabetes related foot ulceration requiring inpatient treatment 
rose from 34 to 76; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that in 2010 the HSE sanctioned 
the development of a national foot care programme, employing 16 senior podiatrists to identify, 
assess and treat persons with diabetes at high risk of developing serious foot ulceration, that 
County Louth was not allocated one of these posts; the reason County Louth was not allocated a 
senior podiatrist in 2010; and, in view of the above, if he will confirm if a senior podiatrist will 
now be allocated to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in County Louth. [33357/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the detailed query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to 
him directly.

17/09/2014WRFFF02950National Disability Strategy Implementation Plan
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17/09/2014WRFFF03000885. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on the national dis-
ability strategy implementation plan (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33358/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): When the 
Government took office in March 2011, I was privileged to be appointed as Minister of State 
with responsibility for people with a disability. The remit spans the whole of Government. It 
is a pillar of Government policy that people with disabilities should be empowered by policy 
and programmes to participate meaningfully as citizens in Irish society. The National Disability 
Strategy is driven by this basic, but fundamentally important, objective. It is Government’s goal 
to develop the most effective combination of legislation, policies, institutional arrangements 
and services to support and reinforce equal participation for all people with disabilities.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to publish a realistic implementa-
tion plan for the National Disability Strategy. That Implementation Plan was published in July 
2013 and is the first such implementation plan to be put in place since the National Disability 
Strategy itself was launched in 2004. The Plan was prepared by the National Disability Strategy 
Implementation Group, which I established in 2011. I continue to chair the Group to oversee 
the implementation of the Strategy. The Implementation Group brings together representatives 
of the relevant Government Departments and representative organisations, including the Dis-
ability Federation of Ireland, and also a number of people with disabilities. Significant discus-
sion was undertaken between disability stakeholders and Government Departments to reach 
agreement on the suite of actions contained in the Plan. The Plan sets out the practical measures 
across all Government Departments that will be taken to advance the Strategy and ensure that 
available resources are used to best effect. Progress on the Plan is kept under review by the 
Implementation Group and thematic meetings, at which all relevant bodies are present to ensure 
cross-sectoral input and review, are convened. Two such thematic meetings were held in 2013 
and focused on the themes of Housing and Irish Sign Language. 

The vision for the Health Service Executive’s Disability Services Programme is to contrib-
ute to the realisation of a society where people with disabilities are supported, as far as possible, 
to participate to their full potential in economic and social life, and have access to a range of 
quality personal social supports  and services to enhance their quality of life. The Health Ser-
vice Executive National Service Plan 2014 and the recently published 2014 Operational Plan 
for the Social Care Division outline the quantum of specialist disability services, the key reform 
initiatives and the additional investment in 2014 which it has assured me will give effect to 
this vision in 2014. The HSE will spend €1.4 billion and employ a staff level of approximately 
15,000 whole time equivalents in 2014 to provide specified levels of services. 2014 will also 
see an additional investment of €14m to address deficits in disability services, a reform pro-
gramme to transform services to a community based model of person centred supports, a focus 
on the implementation of the Health Information and Quality Authority standards for residential 
services for people with a disability. These developments and reform proposals will be carried 
out in an environment of effective communications and engagement with all those involved in 
services, including people with a disability and the Disability Federation of Ireland, through the 
HSE’s National Consultative Forum.

17/09/2014WRFFF03150Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRFFF03200886. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a case in which the Health Service Executive made commitments to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Clare to provide a new wheelchair by April 2014 and that as of 24 July 2014, 
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this person has still not received their wheelchair; when this person might expect to receive the 
wheelchair; his views on whether this delay has been acceptable; and the action he will take to 
rectify this situation. [33361/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 887 answered with Question No. 785.

  Question No. 888 answered with Question No. 786.

  Question No. 889 answered with Question No. 800.

17/09/2014WRFFF03650Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRFFF03700890. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children in 
Cork city and county who are awaiting an appointment with the community ophthalmic phy-
sician having been referred by the school health services; the number waiting more than six 
months, more than 12 months, more than 18 months, and more than 24 months for such an ap-
pointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33373/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Community 
Optometric Services are provided by the Health Service Executive (HSE). The HSE has there-
fore been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Question No. 891 answered with Question No. 850.

  Question No. 892 answered with Question No. 844.

17/09/2014WRFFF04050Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRFFF04100893. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a long-
term care plan in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33381/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRFFF04250Speech and Language Therapy

17/09/2014WRFFF04300894. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the significant number of children on the waiting list for speech and language therapy in Dublin 
west; that due to the number of referrals received and the very limited resources there is pres-
ently a long delay in reviewing referrals; the steps he will take to resolve the problem; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33387/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to service issues and as the information on waiting times for such therapy 
services is not routinely returned to my Department by the HSE, I have asked the HSE to re-
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spond directly to the Deputy in these matters.

17/09/2014WRFFF04450Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRFFF04500895. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33392/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRFFF04650Water Charges Exemptions

17/09/2014WRFFF04700896. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a definitive list will be 
available of medical conditions requiring high water usage where water charges will be capped; 
if support groups and other interested parties will be consulted in compiling the list; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33393/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF04800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Water charges are the responsibility of the 
Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government. 

My Department has and will provide any advice sought by the Department of the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government on the issue of providing safe clean water to our 
population including those with increased water usage associated with their medical conditions. 

17/09/2014WRFFF04850Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRFFF04900897. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the oncology department at Cork University Hospital has ceased its on-
call telephone advice service between 6 p.m. and 8 a.m. and at weekends for patients due to 
staffing shortages and has advised patients receiving chemotherapy and who may suffer an 
allergic reaction to report to accident and emergency or the on-call GP-South Doc service; his 
views on whether this is appropriate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33396/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF05000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

17/09/2014WRFFF05050Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WRFFF05100898. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of applicants 
under the nursing home support scheme in Cork city and county who have been approved under 
the scheme and who are currently on the waiting list for funding; the expected waiting period 
for funding for an approved application at present; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [33403/14]

17/09/2014WRFFF05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

As of the 4th September (latest figures available) there were 1,753 people on the National 
Placement list with await time of 14 weeks.

17/09/2014WRGG00150Health Insurance Prices

17/09/2014WRGG00200899. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) in County Cork regarding a Govern-
ment levy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33409/14]

17/09/2014WRGG00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Similar to other non-life insurance con-
tracts, health insurance contracts generally have a duration of twelve months.  I understand 
that current market practice for the health insurers is to apply a cancellation charge equal to the 
stamp duty levy to customers who cancel policies or opt to change provider mid-contract.  An 
administration fee may also be charged. 

It is a matter for the insurance companies as to the extent, if any, they pass this levy on to 
their customers.  Provisions for the payment of the levy are contained in Section 125A of the 
Stamp Duty Consolidation Act 1999, and are administered by the Revenue Commissioners.  
The Revenue Commissioners has issued guidelines to insurers which  in addition to setting out 
the payment verification procedures agreed with insurers, also highlight that only one levy is 
payable in any twelve month period for each insured person.

 Question No. 900 answered with Question No. 824.

17/09/2014WRGG00450Cancer Screening Programmes

17/09/2014WRGG00500901. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce a prostate 
cancer screening programme similar to the BreastCheck programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33417/14]

17/09/2014WRGG00600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The HSE’s National Screening Service does 
not recommend prostate cancer screening for asymptomatic men.  Also, international evidence 
does not support the introduction of a population based screening programme for prostate can-
cer. I do not propose to introduce such a programme at this time.

17/09/2014WRGG00650Hospital Appointment Status

17/09/2014WRGG00700902. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a hospital ap-
pointment for back pain screening will be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33420/14]

17/09/2014WRGG00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
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relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRGG00850Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRGG00900903. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33430/14]

17/09/2014WRGG01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRGG01050Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRGG01100904. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33432/14]

17/09/2014WRGG01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRGG01250Departmental Contracts

17/09/2014WRGG01300905. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions Nos. 213 of 12 June 2014 and 874 of 30 April 2014, when the last mini-competition, 
as opposed to a panel under a framework agreement, was held by the Health Service Executive 
for the awarding of an actual contract for the provision of taxi services in Cork city and county 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33433/14]

17/09/2014WRGG01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the issue raised by the Deputy is a ser-
vice matter the question was forwarded to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. 

17/09/2014WRGG01450Hospital Consultants Contract Issues

17/09/2014WRGG01500906. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health in respect of a private consultant 
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who works in a public hospital, the percentage of their patients that can be private; the percent-
age of the income that they earn from private patient consultations that is given back to the 
hospital in which they work; the overall percentage of moneys owing by private consultants 
that has been collected by the general hospital sector; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33435/14]

17/09/2014WRGG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The percentage of private patients that can 
be seen by a consultant in a public hospital depends on the type of consultant contract held.  
Type A contract holders have no access to private practice. For those consultants with access 
to private practice within public hospitals, the volume of private practice may not exceed 20% 
of the Consultants clinical workload in any of his or her clinical activities, including in-patient, 
day-patient and out-patient.  I have referred the Deputy’s other queries to the HSE for direct 
reply.

17/09/2014WRGG01650Health Services Expenditure

17/09/2014WRGG01700907. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the budget of the health service appliance department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33436/14]

17/09/2014WRGG01800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

17/09/2014WRGG01850Health Services Funding

17/09/2014WRGG01900908. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the details and the total cost of the 
action plan seeking funding for inpatient and day surgery which was forwarded from Cavan 
General Hospital to his private office; the number of patients; the exact speciality that would 
benefit from this funding; and if funding is approved, how quickly can this plan be implement-
ed; the access targets for inpatients-day cases and outpatients for the end of 2014; if Cavan-
Monaghan Hospital Group is on course to achieve targets across all specialties; if this is not the 
case, has an alternative action plan been put in place; if it will require additional funding; if this 
was submitted to the Office of the National Director of Acute Hospitals; if Cavan-Monaghan 
Hospital Group has the necessary resources required to achieve-maintain access targets for in-
patients and outpatients across all specialties on an ongoing basis in 2015; if not, the resources 
that are required to achieve and maintain said targets and are these additional resources factored 
into the budget for 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33440/14]

17/09/2014WRGG02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRGG02050Respite Care Services

17/09/2014WRGG02100909. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health his plans to undertake an 
audit of respite services to identify gaps in existing service levels and to assess current and fu-
ture need for these services; his plans to provide increased access to planned respite breaks for 
dependents of full time carers; his plans for development of flexible in home respite services 
for carers and dependents with no access to residential respite services; his plans to provide 
additional emergency respite beds when carers are unable to carry out their duties on a short 
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time basis, for example when a carer takes ill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33452/14]

17/09/2014WRGG02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The vision for 
the Health Service Executive’s Disability Service Programme is to contribute to the realisation 
of a society where people with disabilities are supported, as far as possible, to participate to 
their full potential in economic and social life, and have access to a range of quality personal 
social supports and services including respite care to enhance their quality of life. 

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues, they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

17/09/2014WRGG02250Hospital Services

17/09/2014WRGG02300910. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health his views on the feasibility 
of developing a national discharge summary and care plan for all people leaving hospital care 
to share with their respective carers.  [33453/14]

17/09/2014WRGG02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to acute care, the HSE National 
Integrated Care Guidance (2014) has been developed by the National Integrated Care Advisory 
Group under the auspices of the Quality and Patient Safety Division. The guidance is based on 
feedback received following extensive national and targeted consultation with service provid-
ers in both the acute and community healthcare settings, and on review of the HSE Integrated 
Discharge Planning Code of Practice (2008). This practical guide to integrated care is designed 
to support healthcare providers to improve their discharge and transfer processes from the acute 
hospital setting back into the community.  This guide will support service providers in demon-
strating how they are meeting the National Standards for Safer Better Healthcare, and outlines 
nine key steps in effective discharge and transfer of care which will facilitate faster, safer dis-
charges for patients.  As the arrangements for patients being discharged from acute hospitals are 
service matters, I have also asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRGG02450Home Help Service Expenditure

17/09/2014WRGG02500911. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that there 
are no cuts to home help services given the severe difficulties this will cause service users and 
their families; that steps will be taken to ensure sufficient levels of home help are made avail-
able to support carers including the provision for more flexibility for weekend and night cover; 
and that the number of home help packages are sustained in an equitable divide countrywide.  
[33454/14]

17/09/2014WRGG02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): A HSE prior-
ity in 2014 is the development of an integrated model of care, with a strong emphasis on home 
and community care.  The Budget and target levels for service provision for both the home help 
service (€185m) and home care packages (€130m) remain at 2013 levels.  In addition, €23m 
has been redirected from the Nursing Homes Support Scheme to augment community services.  
The question of funding available for these services next year is being considered as part of the 
Estimates Process 2015, which is currently underway.

17/09/2014WRGG02650National Carers Strategy Status
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17/09/2014WRGG02700912. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health his view on providing a 
training plan or courses for family carers similar to those provided to health care professionals 
in the practicalities of care such as patient moving and handling, the use of aids and appliances, 
nutrition and personal care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33455/14]

17/09/2014WRGG02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The National 
Carers’ Strategy, which was published in July 2012, is a cross-departmental strategy that sets 
the strategic direction for future policies, services and supports provided by Government De-
partments and agencies for carers.

It is an objective of this Strategy to provide relevant and accessible carer training opportuni-
ties for carers.  The operational delivery of this objective falls within the remit of the HSE and 
the more specific issues raised by the Deputy have accordingly been referred to the Executive 
for direct reply to him.

17/09/2014WRGG02850National Carers Strategy Status

17/09/2014WRGG02900913. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the implementation of the National Carers’ Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33463/14]

17/09/2014WRGG03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The National 
Carers’ Strategy was published in July 2012 and sets the strategic direction for future policies, 
services and supports provided by Government Departments and agencies for carers.

It sets out a vision to work towards and an ambitious set of National Goals and Objectives to 
guide policy development and service delivery to ensure that carers feel valued and supported 
to manage their caring responsibilities with confidence and are empowered to have a life of 
their own outside of caring. 

The Strategy also contains a Roadmap for Implementation with a suite of actions and asso-
ciated timelines, and identifies the Government Department responsible for their implementa-
tion.  It is important to note that the actions in the Roadmap for Implementation are those that 
can be achieved on a cost neutral basis.

The National Carers’ Strategy committed to the production of an Annual Report on progress 
which would be published on the websites of relevant Departments.  The first Annual Report on 
implementation of the Strategy was published in November 2013 and is available on my De-
partment’s website.  The Annual Report will provide the Deputy with a list of actions that were 
identified in the Strategy and what progress has been made on each one since the Strategy’s 
publication.

A number of Government Departments responsible for implementation of aspects of the 
Strategy have met with The Carers’ Association in recent months to discuss how implementa-
tion can be brought forward and an ongoing dialogue has been established. 

Work on the second Annual Report is advancing and it is my intention that this be completed 
as soon as possible with a view to publication in the coming months.

17/09/2014WRGG03050Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

17/09/2014WRGG03100914. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce the drug 
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Fampyra in the near future under any Health Service Executive drug payment or reimbursement 
scheme for people suffering from multiple sclerosis; if not, if he will outline the reason; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33465/14]

17/09/2014WRGG03200937. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
life-changing treatment drug Fampyra for multiple sclerosis patients here; if he will make this a 
priority (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33556/14]

17/09/2014WRGG03300965. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will include the multiple 
sclerosis drug, Fampyra, in the drugs payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33749/14]

17/09/2014WRGG03400966. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his views on the exclusion of 
the multiple sclerosis drug, fampyra, from the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [33750/14]

17/09/2014WRGG03500979. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will make Fampyra avail-
able to MS patients under the medical card or long-term illness schemes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33787/14]

17/09/2014WRGG03600982. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure a trial drug called 
Fampyra for treatment of MS continues to be covered by the Health Service Executive after 
November 2014. [33792/14]

17/09/2014WRGG037001032. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health his plans to licence the drug 
Fampyra, Fampridine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34014/14]

17/09/2014WRGG03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 914, 937, 965, 966, 979, 982 and 1032 together.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing 
and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance 
with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

The HSE received an application for the inclusion of Fampridine in the GMS and commu-
nity drugs schemes. The application was considered in line with the procedures and timescales 
agreed by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare 
Association  for the assessment of new medicines. In accordance with these procedures, the 
National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) conducted a pharmacoeconomic evaluation 
of Fampridine and concluded that, as the manufacturer was unable to demonstrate the cost 
effectiveness of Fampridine in the Irish healthcare setting, it was unable to recommend the 
reimbursement of the product. The report is available on the NCPE’s website (www.ncpe.ie  ).

The HSE assessment process is intended to arrive at a decision on the funding of new medi-
cines that is clinically appropriate, fair, consistent and sustainable. Due to the very difficult and 
challenging economic environment in which the Government targeted additional savings in 
health expenditure of €619 million in 2014, which must be achieved while protecting front line 
services to the most vulnerable to the greatest extent possible, the HSE decided it was not in a 
position to add the drug to the List of Reimbursable Items supplied under the GMS and other 
community drug schemes. 

It is open to the supplier, at any time, to submit a new application to the HSE incorporating 
new evidence which demonstrates the cost effectiveness of Fampridine. Biogen Idec’s Irish 
management indicated to the HSE in November 2013 that it intended to re-submit an applica-
tion in April 2014. The HSE has advised it received a revised application from Biogen Idec on 
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Friday 25th July. This application is currently being assessed in line with the agreed procedures 
and timescales. No further comment is possible at this time as the HSE decision making process 
is ongoing.

17/09/2014WRGG03850Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRGG03900915. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
application for a renewal of medical cards in respect of persons (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33470/14]

17/09/2014WRGG04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRGG04050Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRGG04100916. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33473/14]

17/09/2014WRGG04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRGG04250Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRGG04300917. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33474/14]

17/09/2014WRGG04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRGG04450National Lottery Funding Applications
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17/09/2014WRGG04500918. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in de-
termination of an application for financial assistance under the lottery grant scheme in the case 
of a community centre (details supplied) in County Kildare who recently applied for a grant; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33477/14]

17/09/2014WRGG04600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department has received an application 
for funding from the 2014 National Lottery allocation from the organisation in question. This is 
one of a large number of applications currently being assessed by my Department. The organi-
sation will be informed of the outcome of the application as soon as a decision has been made.

 Question No. 919 answered with Question No. 850.

17/09/2014WRGG04750Abortion Legislation

17/09/2014WRGG04800920. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the changes that are proposed 
either to legislation and-or guidelines to ensure that a clear pathway of referral for an assess-
ment for a pregnancy termination is established; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33496/14]

17/09/2014WRGG04900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Protection of Life During Pregnancy 
Act 2013 was enacted in July 2013 and commenced in January 2014.  The purpose of this Act 
is to restate the general prohibition on abortion in Ireland while regulating access to lawful ter-
mination of pregnancy in accordance with the X case and the judgment in the European Court 
of Human Right in the A, B and C v Ireland case.

The Act also creates procedures which apply to the lawful termination of pregnancy.  The 
objectives of these procedures are to ensure that, where lawful termination of pregnancy is un-
der consideration, the right to life of the unborn is respected where practicable, and, secondly, to 
ensure that a woman can ascertain by means of a clear process whether she requires this medical 
procedure or not.

There are no proposals to amend the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act.  The Guid-
ance Document  to assist health professional in the implementation of this Act is currently being 
finalised and will be published shortly.  This document includes identifying referral pathways to 
fulfil the requirements of the Act and other relevant operational matters.

17/09/2014WRGG04950Abortion Services

17/09/2014WRGG05000921. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that adequate 
communication and liaison exists between the Health Service Executive and the Department 
of Justice and Equality direct provision service to ensure that vulnerable women receive the 
advice and services they are entitled to under constitutional provision 40.3.3° and subsequent 
legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33497/14]

17/09/2014WRGG05100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Article 40.3.3° of the Irish Constitution 
states that ‘The State acknowledges the right to life of the unborn and, with due regard to the 
equal right to life of the mother, guarantees in its laws to respect, and, as far as practicable, by 
its laws to defend and vindicate that right.’

The interpretation of Article 40.3.3° was considered by the Supreme Court in Attorney Gen-
eral v X (the X case [1992] 2 IR 1.).  The Supreme Court held that if it were established as a 
matter of probability that there was a real and substantial risk to the life, as distinct from the 
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health, of the mother and that the real and substantial risk could only be averted by the termina-
tion of the pregnancy, such a termination is lawful.

Further, in December 2009, the European Court of Human Rights heard a case brought by 
three women in respect of the alleged breach of their rights under the European Convention 
on Human Rights in regard to abortion in Ireland (the A, B and C v Ireland case [2010] ECHR 
2032.).

The Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013 was enacted in July 2013 and com-
menced in January 2014.  The purpose of this Act is to restate the general prohibition on abor-
tion in Ireland while regulating access to lawful termination of pregnancy in accordance with 
the X case and the judgment in the European Court of Human Right in the A, B and C v Ireland 
case.

The implementation of the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013 is the responsi-
bility of the Health Service Executive and as such, I have referred this question to the Health 
Service Executive for attention and direct reply.

17/09/2014WRGG05150Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRGG05200922. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the decision to not of-
fer orthodontic treatment in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare will be 
reconsidered in view of the fact that it was stated that treatment would be required at initial as-
sessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33498/14]

17/09/2014WRGG05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE 
provides orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s 
access to orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is 
given to patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query 
raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRGG05350Hospitals Funding

17/09/2014WRGG05400923. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
funding for a hospital (details supplied) in Dublin 12.  [33506/14]

17/09/2014WRGG05500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin is 
an acute paediatric hospital and is one of the three children’s hospitals that form the Children’s 
Hospital Group.  It is responsible for providing tertiary care services for children all over Ire-
land.  The hospital also serves a large urban catchment area to which it delivers primary and 
secondary care. 

The hospital specialties include cardiology and cardiothoracic surgery, genetic disorders, 
oncology, haematology, complex airways diseases, rheumatology, burns and gastroenterology.  
The HSE has invested in developments at the hospital in recent years including: rheumatology, 
cardiac services, intensive and critical care, anaesthesia, dermatology, child health and emer-
gency medicine.  In addition, the hospital was supported financially by the Special Delivery 
Unit to manage its waiting lists.

The hospital has a 2014 Health Service Executive Budget Allocation of €113.255m.  It has 
not received any specific additional funding in 2014 from the HSE and received its share of rel-
evant budget measures in line with all other acute hospitals. The HSE regularly meets with the 
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hospital to monitor its performance in terms of managing its allocation and service provision.  

The HSE has advised the Department of Health that it is working with the Children’s Hos-
pital Group to identify key service development issues and will progress these as part of the 
Estimates process in the development of the National Service Plan for 2015.  This will then be 
considered in the context of competing demands for the overall resources available in 2015 and 
beyond. 

17/09/2014WRGG05550Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WRGG05600924. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
cataracts operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork.  [33508/14]

17/09/2014WRGG05700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy on this matter.

 Question No. 925 answered with Question No. 850.

17/09/2014WRGG05850Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRGG05900926. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry.  [33513/14]

17/09/2014WRGG06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRHH00150HIV-AIDS Programmes

17/09/2014WRHH00200927. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the 
drug Truvada could end the HIV pandemic (details supplied).  [33525/14]

17/09/2014WRHH00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): HIV is a notifiable disease in Ireland since 
September 2011 and is transmitted through contact with the blood, semen, vaginal fluid, or 
breast milk of a person infected with HIV.  The most common way to get HIV is by having un-
protected sex with a person who has HIV.  Unprotected sex means not using a condom.  Another 
common way to get HIV is by sharing drug injection equipment (such as needles and syringes) 
with a person infected with HIV.
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Currently there is no vaccine or cure for HIV.  However over the last 15 years, a number 
of drugs have been developed which fight HIV infection.  A very effective treatment regimen, 
namely highly active antiretroviral treatment (HAART), is widely used in the treatment of HIV 
and AIDS.  The term HAART is used to describe a combination of three or more anti-HIV 
drugs.  This treatment suppresses the HIV virus and can reverse the damage to the immune 
system for some time, prolonging the lives of those infected.  The virus is continually changing, 
sometimes becoming resistant to current drugs, so HAART may not be a long-term solution and 
is not a cure.  

Truvada was licensed in 2005 by the European Commission.  In July 2012, the Food and 
Drug Administration approved the use of the combination drug emtricitabine-tenofovir (Tru-
vada) to reduce the risk of sexually transmitted HIV infection in those who are at high risk in 
combination with other preventative measures such as condom use and clean needles.  Truvada 
may also be used as a treatment of HIV in combination with other medications.  

The aims of the new National Sexual Health Strategy are to improve sexual health and well-
being and to reduce negative sexual health outcomes for everyone in Ireland and across the life 
course, by ensuring access to high quality sexual health information, education and services.  
This represents the first time that a nationally coordinated approach has been developed to ad-
dress sexual health and wellbeing.  The leadership, governance and coordination required to de-
liver the overarching goals for the sexual health strategy will be in line with both Future Health 
and Healthy Ireland and through their emerging structures and mechanisms for implementation.

17/09/2014WRHH00350Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/09/2014WRHH00400928. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the avail-
ability of defibrillators; and to increase the level of training in how to operate them.  [33527/14]

17/09/2014WRHH00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It was agreed that there are a number of 
questions that need to be considered when designing a public defibrillation programme for 
Ireland and Government approval was therefore granted for the Health Information and Qual-
ity Authority (HIQA) to undertake a Health Technology Assessment (HTA) of a Public Access 
Defibrillator Programme for Ireland.  

The Expert Advisory Group on Public Access Defibrillation is currently preparing its Final 
Draft Report.  By the end of September 2014, it is envisaged that a Public Consultation will 
begin, ending late October 2014.

The health technology assessment of public access defibrillation currently being conducted 
by HIQA will examine the clinical and cost-effectiveness of different configurations of any po-
tential public access defibrillation programme, which includes matters of training.  The HIQA 
health technology assessment is due to be completed by end November 2014.

Question No. 929 answered with Question No. 804.

17/09/2014WRHH00650Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRHH00700930. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a resi-
dential placement in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33538/14]

17/09/2014WRHH00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
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uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRHH00850HSE Investigations

17/09/2014WRHH00900931. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to topical issue debate 
of 18 December 2013, if he has received a response from the Health Service Executive; if he 
will now have an independent investigation into all of the circumstances surrounding this case 
and its handling by HSE management; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33540/14]

17/09/2014WRHH01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
confirmed that since the start of this year the Orthodontic Unit at Galway University Hospital 
has been subject to an external HSE inspection and an internal hygiene and decontamination 
audit. There are no ongoing patient safety issues associated with this matter and no plans for 
further investigations.   

Question No. 932 answered with Question No. 824.

17/09/2014WRHH01150Health Strategies

17/09/2014WRHH01200933. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when he intends to publish the 
national strategy for dementia; the reason for the delay in its publication; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33546/14]

17/09/2014WRHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The number 
of people living with dementia in Ireland is expected to increase threefold to approximately 
132,000 by 2041.  The Government has accordingly given a commitment  to develop a national 
Alzheimer’s and other dementias strategy to  increase awareness, ensure early diagnosis and 
intervention and ensure development of enhanced community based services.  In April 2013, 
the Minister for Health and I established a National Advisory Group to assist in developing the 
Irish National Dementia Strategy.  The formulation of a meaningful Strategy, in a context where 
State finances are limited, was challenging, but work is well advanced and the Strategy will be 
published in the coming months.  Implementation will commence immediately after publica-
tion, with the initial emphasis being on actions that can be progressed within existing resources.

17/09/2014WRHH01350Hospitals Capital Programme

17/09/2014WRHH01400934. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
funding in respect of a hospital (details supplied) in County Kerry.  [33547/14]

17/09/2014WRHH01500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As with all capital projects the acute sector 
infrastructure programme must be considered within the overall capital envelope available to 
the health service.  There will always be more projects than can be funded by the Exchequer.  
There is limited funding available for new projects over the next multi-annual period 2015-
2019 given the level of commitments and the costs to completion already in place. The HSE is 
concentrating on applying the limited funding available for capital works in the most effective 
way possible to meet needs now and in the future.

17/09/2014WRHH01550Disability Support Services
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17/09/2014WRHH01600935. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will give the maximum 
support to spina bifida patients in view of the fact that Ireland has one of the highest rates in the 
world. [33553/14]

17/09/2014WRHH017001041. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the report 
on the health and therapy needs of children with spina bifida in Ireland 2014 – 2015; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [34045/14]

17/09/2014WRHH01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 935 and 1041 together.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) provides a range of health and personal social services 
for people with spina bifida.  In addition the HSE National Service Plan for 2014 outlines the 
quantum of specialist disability services to be provided to people with disabilities, including 
people with spina bifida, from an allocated budget of over €1.4 billion. 

I note that a research report “The Health and Therapy Needs of Children with Spina Bifida 
in Ireland” has been published recently by Temple Street Children’s University Hospital, which 
I welcome.  I look forward to discussing the findings with the researchers at a meeting which is 
scheduled to take place in the coming weeks.

17/09/2014WRHH01850Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRHH01900936. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding ser-
vices in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33555/14]

17/09/2014WRHH02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 937 answered with Question No. 914.

17/09/2014WRHH02150Primary Care Reimbursement Service Payments

17/09/2014WRHH02200938. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will re-examine the case 
of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33557/14]

17/09/2014WRHH02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the Health Service Executive (HSE) 
has statutory responsibility for the administration of the primary care schemes.  Therefore the 
matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRHH02350Hospital Appointment Status

17/09/2014WRHH02400939. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33561/14]

17/09/2014WRHH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
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and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy on this matter.

17/09/2014WRHH02550Vaccine Damage Compensation Scheme

17/09/2014WRHH02600940. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his views on the establishment 
of a no-fault compensation scheme for those who suffer as a result of vaccine administration; 
the position regarding the establishment of such a compensation fund for the parents of vaccine-
damaged children; when a decision will be made on the implementation of the recommenda-
tions of this report; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33563/14]

17/09/2014WRHH02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issues contained in the Report of the 
Vaccine Damage Steering Group are complex.  They need to be considered in the wider context 
of how best to address the long term health and social needs of people who may have experi-
enced adverse outcomes from all healthcare interventions.

17/09/2014WRHH02750Respite Care Services

17/09/2014WRHH02800941. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if more respite hours will 
be provided by giving further funding to respite services (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33580/14]

17/09/2014WRHH02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRHH02950Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRHH03000942. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33584/14]

17/09/2014WRHH03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRHH03150Hospital Appointment Status
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17/09/2014WRHH03200943. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding surgery in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33585/14]

17/09/2014WRHH03300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRHH03350Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRHH03400944. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will address the con-
cerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding weight management clinics; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33615/14]

17/09/2014WRHH03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Bariatric services are provided in two pub-
lic hospitals – St Vincent’s University Hospital in Dublin and Galway University Hospital.  
Bariatric surgery was originally provided by St. Columcille’s Hospital and, as part of the recon-
figuration of hospital services, was transferred to St Vincent’s Hospital last year. Funding was 
agreed to ensure the continuity of service provision as part of the transfer of services. Typically 
St Columcille’s carried out 20 cases per year. We are advised by St Vincent’s that the hospital 
have provided in excess of this number so far this year. Galway University Hospital treat on 
average 50 cases per year and are not anticipating any reduction in service levels for 2014.

The HSE is working with St. Vincent’s University Hospital and the lead Consultant, Dr. 
O’Shea, to see how the service can be optimised this year within the overall resources available 
for obesity management in SVUH and St. Columcille’s Hospital.  The development of Bariatric 
Services will be considered as part of the 2015 service planning process in the context of com-
peting priorities. 

Bariatric surgery is only required for a small minority of obese patients (2% of the popu-
lation). The vast majority of these patients require clinical treatment that is both hospital and 
community based as indicated by the HSE-ICGP Weight Management Treatment Algorithm, 
the clinical care pathway used by healthcare professionals. 

My predecessor, Minister Reilly established the Special Action Group on Obesity (SAGO) 
comprising representatives from relevant Government Departments, the HSE, the Food Safety 
Authority, members of Academia, service professionals and safefood to examine and progress 
a number of issues to address the problem of overweight and obesity in Ireland.  

Progress has also been made on the Healthy Eating Guidelines, Calories on Menus initiative 
and the Report on Recommendations to reduce consumption of high fat, salt and sugar foods 
and drinks from the Top Shelf of the Food Pyramid.  
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The Department of Health is also developing a new obesity policy this year which will have 
a significant impact on the obesity agenda, provide a framework for action based on a number 
of informants and help lead inter-sectoral work in addressing overweight and obesity in Ireland. 

In relation to the particular query in relation to waiting lists for bariatric surgery raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to you on this matter.

17/09/2014WRHH03550Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

17/09/2014WRHH03600945. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if there will be a review 
of the decision not to make the drug Fampyra, which is used in the treatment of patients with 
multiple sclerosis, available under the Health Service Executive drug payments scheme; and if 
his Department is reviewing the operation of current drug treatments available to MS patients. 
[33635/14]

17/09/2014WRHH03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

The HSE received an application for the inclusion of Fampridine in the GMS and commu-
nity drugs schemes. The application was considered in line with the procedures and timescales 
agreed by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare 
Association  for the assessment of new medicines. In accordance with these procedures, the 
National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) conducted a pharmacoeconomic evaluation 
of Fampridine and concluded that, as the manufacturer was unable to demonstrate the cost 
effectiveness of Fampridine in the Irish healthcare setting, it was unable to recommend the 
reimbursement of the product. The report is available on the NCPE’s website (www.ncpe.ie  ).   
The HSE assessment process is intended to arrive at a decision on the funding of new medi-
cines that is clinically appropriate, fair, consistent and sustainable. Due to the very difficult and 
challenging economic environment in which the Government targeted additional savings in 
health expenditure of €619 million in 2014, which must be achieved while protecting front line 
services to the most vulnerable to the greatest extent possible, the HSE decided it was not in a 
position to add the drug to the List of Reimbursable Items supplied under the GMS and other 
community drug schemes. 

It is open to the supplier, at any time, to submit a new application to the HSE incorporating 
new evidence which demonstrates the cost effectiveness of Fampridine. Biogen Idec’s Irish 
management indicated to the HSE in November 2013 that it intended to re-submit an applica-
tion in April 2014. The HSE has advised it received a revised application from Biogen Idec on 
Friday 25th July. This application is currently being assessed in line with the agreed procedures 
and timescales. No further comment is possible at this time as the HSE decision making process 
is ongoing.

The Department is not currently engaged in a process to review the current drug treatments 
available to MS patients.

17/09/2014WRHH03750Diabetes Strategy

17/09/2014WRHH03800946. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if additional resources 
required for the implementation of the model of care under the national clinical programme for 
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diabetes, particularly for the services required for children and adolescents with diabetes, will 
be provided in the Estimates for the 2015 national service plan for the Health Service Execu-
tive. [33649/14]

17/09/2014WRHH03900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The services referred to by the Deputy are 
being considered in the context of the annual Estimates process for the 2015 HSE National 
Service Plan.

17/09/2014WRHH03950Hospital Staff

17/09/2014WRHH04000947. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that 
one of the whole-time equivalent posts at Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin funded by 
the Health Service Executive remains vacant due to staff sick leave; and to outline the arrange-
ments that will be made to fill this post.  [33650/14]

17/09/2014WRHH04100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRHH04150Nursing Staff Provision

17/09/2014WRHH04200948. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the actions that will be 
taken by his Department in conjunction with the Health Service Executive to ensure that the 
recommendations of the report issued in April 2008 following the review completed by the dia-
betes expert advisory group can be implemented in practice, in particular the recommendation 
to have one nurse specialist per 100 children or adolescents with diabetes; and to improve on 
the current ratio of one nurse specialist to 250 children or adolescents with diabetes. [33651/14]

17/09/2014WRHH04300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matters mentioned by the Deputy are, 
among other things, a function of the availability of additional resources, which are examined 
in the context of the HSE National Service Plan as part of the annual Estimates process. 

As this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for a direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRHH04350Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/09/2014WRHH04400949. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the actions that will be 
taken by his Department in conjunction with the Health Service Executive to reduce delays in 
the pump start-up service for children and adolescents with diabetes in order that the 48 chil-
dren and adolescents awaiting commencements of pumps as of July 2014 and the further 11 
children and adolescents who have funding approved but are awaiting the initiation with pumps 
as of July 2014 can commence insulin pump therapy. [33652/14]

17/09/2014WRHH04500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRHH04550Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRHH04600950. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 828 of 27 May 2014, if the report referred to in the reply is now to hand. 
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[33659/14]

17/09/2014WRHH04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): My Depart-
ment has again requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Health Service Executive to 
arrange for a reply to issue to the Deputy on this matter as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. Contact information has 
issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRHH04750Medical Card Data

17/09/2014WRHH04800951. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 829 of 27 May 2014, if the report referred to in the reply is now to hand. 
[33660/14]

17/09/2014WRHH04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): My Depart-
ment has again requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Health Service Executive to 
arrange for a reply to issue to the Deputy on this matter as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. Contact information has 
issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRHH04950Medical Card Administration

17/09/2014WRHH05000952. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 831 of 27 May 2014, if the report referred to in the reply is now to hand. 
[33661/14]

17/09/2014WRHH05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): My Depart-
ment has again requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Health Service Executive to 
arrange for a reply to issue to the Deputy on this matter as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. Contact information has 
issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRHH05150Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WRHH05200953. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 38 of 25 June 2014, if the report referred to in the reply is now to hand. [33662/14]

17/09/2014WRHH05300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the Deputy’s further question 
in this matter, I had previously asked the Health Service Executive to respond to him directly in 
June. I have again reminded the HSE to respond to the request.
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17/09/2014WRHH05350Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRHH05400954. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding appro-
priate accommodation in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 4; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33665/14]

17/09/2014WRHH05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRHH05550Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRHH05600955. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33667/14]

17/09/2014WRHH05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRJJ00100Written Questions Nos. 956 to 983

17/09/2014WRJJ00150Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRJJ00200956. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33669/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRJJ00350Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WRJJ00400957. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry has had their medical card reviewed when they were initially awarded a 
medical card under the EU medical card scheme.  [33677/14]
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17/09/2014WRJJ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Service Executive (HSE) oper-
ates under the legislative framework of the Health Act of 1970, as subsequently amended. In the 
interest of probity, the HSE is obliged to ensure that a person’s eligibility is correctly recorded 
in line with the eligibility legislation and the national guidelines. The HSE aims to ensure that 
every person who is entitled to a medical card or a GP visit card is given the opportunity to avail 
of his or her entitlement.  All medical card and GP visit card holders are subject to a periodic 
review of eligibility to determine continuing eligibility.  As part of the review process, where 
a person who holds a medical card under the EU Regulations, there is only a requirement to 
demonstrate to the HSE that they continue to qualify under the EU Regulations and there is no 
requirement to submit income details and details of savings.  

If a person is considered subject to Irish social security legislation, the person will not qual-
ify for a Medical Card under EU legislation, but may qualify for a means-tested Medical Card 
under national legislation. (A person is considered subject to Irish social security legislation if 
s/he is in receipt of a contributory Irish social welfare payment or engaged in work in Ireland 
and subject to PRSI.)  In carrying out reviews of eligibility under EU Regulations the HSE has 
responsibility to establish if an applicant is subject to Irish social security legislation. 

Any person who has been issued with a medical card under EU Regulations and has had it 
withdrawn should contact the HSE to confirm that their circumstance has not changed.

Question No. 958 answered with Question No. 761.

Question No. 959 answered with Question No. 793.

17/09/2014WRJJ00650Hospital Appointment Status

17/09/2014WRJJ00700960. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a date for an appointment for 
a MRI scan will be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33716/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

17/09/2014WRJJ00850Prescription Charges

17/09/2014WRJJ00900961. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when persons who had 
to pay prescription charges to receive their medication will be refunded; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33721/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Persons suf-
fering from prescribed conditions can get free drugs, medicines and medical and surgical appli-
ances for the treatment of that condition under the Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme. Medical 
card holders are required to pay prescription charges. Prescription charges are not payable in 
respect of items supplied under the Long Term Illness Scheme. 

In the case of persons who have both the medical card and an LTI book, it was Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) policy that they should use their medical card to access medicines. The 
main reason for this was that when a retail mark-up of 20% was payable to pharmacists for 
items supplied under the LTI Scheme it cost the HSE considerably more to supply medicines 
under the LTI Scheme than under the GMS Scheme. 
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Following a review of the rates of fees payable to health professionals (under the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009) the elimination of the retail mark-up was 
announced on the 2nd of July 2013. As a result, the HSE revised its policy on this matter and 
persons who have both a medical card and LTI can now access medication for their qualifying 
long term illness condition(s) under the LTI Scheme. 

The HSE is actively in the process of identifying any person who had eligibility under the 
Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme and who, while having concurrent eligibility under the Medi-
cal Card Scheme, paid prescription charges prior to the 1st December 2013 for drugs, medi-
cines, medical and surgical appliances related to their qualifying long term illness(es) dispensed 
under the GMS Scheme, by a registered pharmacist.

The HSE is collating the details regarding the numbers of people affected and how much 
they will be refunded. It is anticipated that the HSE will be in a position to make refunds to the 
relevant individuals in the coming months.

17/09/2014WRJJ01050Health Screening Programmes

17/09/2014WRJJ01100962. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health the Health Service Execu-
tive’s policy on foetal abnormality testing; the State support provided; and the guidelines or 
policy that is in place for the HSE in dealing with religious and cultural beliefs that may be at 
odds with the welfare of women in this State. [33731/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Antenatal screening i.e. tests that assess 
whether your unborn baby is at risk of certain conditions or abnormalities is part of the antena-
tal care provided to women during their pregnancy.  The provision of antenatal screening is the 
responsibility of the Health Service Executive and as such, I have referred this question to the 
Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply.

17/09/2014WRJJ01250Health Services Staff

17/09/2014WRJJ01300963. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the number of public health 
nurses in County Tipperary; the number of vacant public health nursing positions in County 
Tipperary; if he will provide a breakdown of where these vacant positions occur; the length of 
time these positions have been vacant; the reason these positions have not been filled; if he will 
take steps to ensure these vital posts are filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33739/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the infor-
mation requested by the Deputy relates to service issues and is not routinely provided to my 
Department, I have asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy on these 
matters.

17/09/2014WRJJ01450Health Services Funding

17/09/2014WRJJ01500964. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure adequate funding 
is allocated to a care centre (details supplied) in County Longford in view of the fact that it cur-
rently faces a deficit of over €450,000 due to extreme budgetary cuts since 2008; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33747/14]
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17/09/2014WRJJ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Questions Nos. 965 and 966 answered with Question No. 914.

17/09/2014WRJJ01750Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WRJJ01800967. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a discretionary 
medical card will be reinstated in respect of a person ( details supplied) in County Donegal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33753/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRJJ01950Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WRJJ02000968. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a discretionary 
medical card will be reinstated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33754/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRJJ02150Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WRJJ02200969. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a discretionary 
medical card will be reinstated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33756/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
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tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRJJ02350Health Services

17/09/2014WRJJ02400970. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding inde-
pendent living in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33758/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

It is suggested that if Anthony is not happy with his circumstances at Nua Health Care insti-
tution, he should make a formal complaint there in the first instance. 

He could also make a complaint to the HSE, by completing the form ‘Your Service, Your 
Say’ leaflets that are in each HSE service.

17/09/2014WRJJ02550Hospital Admissions

17/09/2014WRJJ02600971. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) was left on a trolley in a hospital storeroom for three days; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33759/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient incident 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

17/09/2014WRJJ02750Disabilities Services Funding

17/09/2014WRJJ02800972. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33765/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Depart-
ment of Health and the Health Service Executive are working in a structured way towards the 
development and implementation of an individualised budgeting framework in the context of 
implementing the recommendations in the Value for Money (VFM) and Policy Review of Dis-
ability Services in Ireland. The move towards individualised budgeting also mirrors the wider 
changes in the health sector described in Future Health: A Strategic Framework for Reform of 
the Health Service 2012 – 2015.

The move towards an individualised budgeting framework raises legal and practical is-
sues, and will require careful consideration and planning. Future Health explains that central to 
the introduction of individualised budgeting will be suitable financial systems; transparent and 
comprehensive governance arrangements; a National Standard Needs Assessment framework; 
underpinning legislation and the introduction of a regulatory system for providers to ensure 
quality and safety for the recipients of social services.
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Demonstration projects are already underway to examine the practical aspects of introduc-
ing this major change in the disability sector and to establish the costs and benefits.  An analysis 
of the projects will be necessary to determine their wider applicability, clarify the issues which 
must be resolved before the projects can be scaled up, and identify the best way forward.  The 
completion of this analysis is a primary recommendation in the VFM Review and is required 
for all significant public service expenditure proposals.

17/09/2014WRJJ02950HSE Staff Remuneration

17/09/2014WRJJ03000973. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding gratu-
ities in lieu of pensions (details supplied).  [33767/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have no direct role in this matter.  The HSE 
will reply directly to the deputy.

  Question No. 974 answered with Question No. 761.

17/09/2014WRJJ03250Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRJJ03300975. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when requisite treatment will be 
provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33777/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

17/09/2014WRJJ03450Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRJJ03500976. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Ex-
ecutive will give an undertaking to have a monthly review of the physiotherapy, occupational 
therapy, speech and language therapy, physiology and social work services being provided at a 
school (details supplied) in County Kerry; if meetings will take place with the management of 
the school to ensure that the proper level of service required is being provided; if he will provide 
the names and roles of the persons on the board of governance; and the amount they are paid.  
[33782/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): With regard 
to the query raised in relation to the school’s board of governance, I have taken this to refer to 
the school’s Board of Management.  I have been advised by the Department of Education and 
Skills that board members do not receive payment for their work as members of Boards of Man-
agement.  I understand that details of currently serving Boards of Management can be obtained 
directly from individual schools.

The provision of health related therapy supports to children attending the school in question 
is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly, I have arranged for this part 
of the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRJJ03650Mental Health Services Funding
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17/09/2014WRJJ03700977. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will increase the men-
tal health services budget for 2015.  [33783/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The question 
of funding for Mental Health Services in 2015 will be considered in the context of the normal 
budget process between the Department of Health and the Departments of Finance, and Public 
Expenditure and Reform.

  Question No. 978 answered with Question No. 826.

  Question No. 979 answered with Question No 914.

17/09/2014WRJJ04050Hospital Staff Data

17/09/2014WRJJ04100980. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of senior house of-
ficer positions in each of the public and voluntary hospitals on 1 August 2014; the number of 
such positions vacant on the same date; the number of these positions being filled by locums on 
the same date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33790/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ04200981. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of registrar positions 
in each of the public and voluntary hospitals on 1 August 2014; the number of such positions 
vacant on the same date; the number of these positions being filled by locums on the same date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33791/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 980 and 
981 together.

As these are operational matters, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the HSE for di-
rect reply.

  Question No. 982 answered with Question No. 914.

17/09/2014WRJJ04450Home Care Packages

17/09/2014WRJJ04500983. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will require the Health 
Service Executive to make immediate provision for a home care package to facilitate the return 
to home of a person (details supplied) in County Laois.  [33795/14]

17/09/2014WRJJ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRKK00150Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRKK00200984. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a discre-
tionary medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33797/14]

17/09/2014WRKK00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRKK00350Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WRKK00400985. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Roscommon will be seen for their necessary hip operation; his views on whether this 
person’s treatment to date has been sufficient; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33799/14]

17/09/2014WRKK00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.

17/09/2014WRKK00550Treatment Abroad Scheme

17/09/2014WRKK00600986. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health if there is a list of agreed treat-
ments available to Irish citizens as part of the treatment abroad scheme; if novel therapies and 
new cancer drugs trials, particularly in the National Health Service are included as part of this 
scheme; and his plans to extend the scheme in the future [33801/14]

17/09/2014WRKK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The HSE operates a Treatment Abroad 
Scheme (TAS) for persons entitled to treatment in another EU/EEA member state or Switzer-
land under EU Regulation 1408/71, as per the procedures set out in EU Regulation 574/72, and 
in accordance with Department of Health Guidelines. Under this framework the TAS provides 
for the cost of approved treatments in another EU/EEA member state or Switzerland through 
the issue of form E112 (IE).  

The TAS allows for an Irish based Consultant to refer a patient that is normally resident in 
Ireland for treatment in another EU member state or Switzerland, where the treatment in ques-
tion meets the following criteria:

(a) The application to refer a patient abroad has been assessed and a determination given 
before that patient goes abroad.

(b) Following clinical assessment, the referring Consultant certifies the following:

- They recommend the patient be treated in another EU/EEA country or Switzerland;

- The treatment is medically necessary and will meet the patient’s needs;

- The treatment is a proven form of medical treatment and is not experimental or test treat-
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ment;

- The treatment is in a recognised hospital or other institution and is under the control of a 
registered medical practitioner;

- The hospital outside the state will accept EU/EEA form E112 (IE)

Patients in conjunction with their Irish based public referring hospital consultant have the 
ability to apply to the HSE TAS seeking access to a specific identified treatment in the public 
healthcare outside the state through model form E112. Applications to the TAS are processed 
and a determination given in accordance with the statutory framework prior to a patient travel-
ling to avail of treatment.  Approved applicants/patients’ hospital treatment costs are covered 
through the issue of form E112 (IE) for specific identified episode of care.  Each individual ap-
plication is reviewed on its own merits and a decision is given specific to each case and there-
fore there is no list of treatments that qualify/do not qualify under the scheme.

However, in relation to participation in clinical trials, the criteria for qualifying for fund-
ing under TAS is specifically for proven forms of treatment and do not provide for funding of 
patients participating in clinical trials. It is normal practise that the hospitals or pharmaceuti-
cal companies conducting the trial fund the participating patients in full.  It is recommended 
that any patient seeking to participate in a trial discuss the matter of funding with the hospital/
pharmaceutical company conducting the trial.  The HSE cannot accept liability for any patient 
participating in a clinical trial abroad.  

17/09/2014WRKK00750Treatment Abroad Scheme

17/09/2014WRKK00800987. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive’s 
treatment abroad scheme provides funding to citizens here to take part on new cancer drug trials 
in other jurisdictions; if the treatment of chronic lymphocytic leukaemia is currently covered as 
part of the treatment abroad scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33802/14]

17/09/2014WRKK00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The HSE funds treatment for patients in 
Ireland under the statutory framework and in the EU/EEA under the governing EU legislation 
(EU Regulations 1408/71 and 574/72) and in accordance with Department of Health Guide-
lines. These statutory frameworks do not provide for the HSE Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) 
to fund patients participating in clinical trials. A requirement of the TAS is that the referring 
Consultant certifies the treatment is a proven form of medical treatment and is not experimental 
or test treatment.

Applications to TAS are based on the specific identified treatment to be provided outside the 
State that is not available in Ireland. No decision is given on an application prior to its submis-
sion and processing. It is therefore not possible for the HSE to confirm, prior to the submission 
of an application and appropriate documentation, whether the unidentified treatment for chronic 
lymphocytic leukaemia will be authorised.  Each individual application is reviewed on its own 
merits and a decision is given specific to each case. 

17/09/2014WRKK00950National Drugs Strategy Implementation

17/09/2014WRKK01000988. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health if he will indicate which Minister or 
Minister of State has responsibility for the national drugs strategy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33803/14]
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17/09/2014WRKK01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My responsibilities as Minister for Health 
include overseeing the implementation of the National Drugs Strategy 2009-2016.

17/09/2014WRKK01150Medical Card Data

17/09/2014WRKK01200989. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards as 
of 1 August 2014; the number of GP cards on the same date and the number for each type of 
card issued on a discretionary basis on 1 August 2014. [33812/14]

17/09/2014WRKK01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The medical 
card figures at 1 August 2014, as requested by the Deputy, are set out in the following table.

Card Type Number of cards
Medical cards 1,804,376
Of which granted on the basis of discretion 65,993
GP visit cards 142,668
Of which granted on the basis of discretion 28,423

17/09/2014WRKK01350Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRKK01400990. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33814/14]

17/09/2014WRKK01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRKK01550Health Services

17/09/2014WRKK01600991. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health his views on implementing best 
practices regarding hereditary angioedema (HAE) which have been outlined in a report (details 
supplied), and adopted in most European Union countries, specifically to make home infusions 
of C1-INH protein standard practice; his views on the report’s positive cost-benefit analysis of 
said practice and to educate medical professionals of the symptoms of HAE [33815/14]

17/09/2014WRKK01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.

17/09/2014WRKK01750Mental Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRKK01800992. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on the decision 
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of the Health Service Executive to outsource assisted admission within the Kerry mental health 
services to a private company (details supplied) [33824/14]

17/09/2014WRKK01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRKK01950Nursing Staff Provision

17/09/2014WRKK02000993. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
application for the Health Service Executive for an oncology nurse in respect of a centre (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33826/14]

17/09/2014WRKK02100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

17/09/2014WRKK02150HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

17/09/2014WRKK02200994. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on the Health 
Service Executive spending €250 million on agency staff to work in hospitals here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33838/14]

17/09/2014WRKK02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The health sector has been set challenging 
targets in regard to the achievement of savings under the Haddington Road Agreement. The 
total amount of savings to be achieved using the Haddington Road enablers in 2014 is €290 
million. Reducing agency costs is a particular area of focus of HRA implementation planning 
across the health services at the present time.

The Haddington Road Agreement made a number of measures available to the HSE in 2014 
to reduce agency costs within the HSE while maintaining existing service levels. These include 
the Graduate Nurse initiative, the Support Staff Intern Scheme and the 5.2 million additional 
employee hours made available to the HSE due to increased working hours for certain catego-
ries of staff.

17/09/2014WRKK02350Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRKK02400995. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33840/14]

17/09/2014WRKK02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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17/09/2014WRKK02550National Lottery Funding Applications

17/09/2014WRKK02600996. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding funding 
for a service (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33843/14]

17/09/2014WRKK02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department has received an application 
for funding from the 2014 National Lottery allocation from the organisation in question. This is 
one of a large number of applications currently being assessed by my Department. The organi-
sation will be informed of the outcome of the application as soon as a decision has been made.

17/09/2014WRKK02750Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRKK02800997. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a medical 
card application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Mayo will be made in view 
of the fact that it has been the subject of discretionary consideration for some time; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33849/14]

17/09/2014WRKK02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRKK02950Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WRKK03000998. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding medical 
claims in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33853/14]

17/09/2014WRKK03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
arrangements effected by the Health Act 2008, a much simplified system of assessment for eli-
gibility was introduced in respect of persons aged 70 or over, based on the significantly higher 
gross income limits rather than the standard net income thresholds. Gross  income, in respect of 
the over 70’s medical card scheme refers to total basic income prior to any or all deductions be-
ing made. The system of assessment for those 70 years of age and over is based on significantly 
higher gross income limits of €500 per week for a single person and €900 per week for a couple 
from 1 January 2014, as set out in  legislation, compared to the standard net income thresholds 
of €184 for a single person or €266.50 for a couple. This advantageous arrangement for persons 
aged over 70 years has facilitated a much greater share of this cohort qualifying for a medical 
card compared to the general population as a whole.

If a person aged 70 or over does not qualify for a medical card under the over 70’s assess-
ment, by virtue of their gross income being over the income limits, the person may apply for 
a medical card under the standard means test, where they face particularly high expenses and 
which allows for medical, nursing and other relevant expenses to be taken into account.  This 
assessment is based on net income and assessable outgoing expenses and the qualifying income 
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thresholds under this scheme are lower than over 70’s gross income limits.  

Under the standard means tested medical card scheme, allowance may be made for rent/
mortgage, travel to work and child care costs while in the main, persons in the over 70’s age 
cohort do not have the same outlays and expenses as those under 70 years of age who are as-
sessed on a means basis.

Furthermore, persons aged over 70 years may still be eligible for a medical card on a dis-
cretionary basis where they face undue hardship in arranging medical services as a result of 
medical or social circumstances.

Persons aged 70 or over, who have lost eligibility for a medical card due to the 2014 budget-
ary change will continue to have access to free GP services. In addition, as you will be aware, 
the Government committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service for the 
entire population and the aim is to have the over 70’s phase implemented this year or early next 
year. Furthermore, any person over 70 that does not qualify for a medical card is able to use the 
DPS (Drugs Payment Scheme) which caps spending on prescription drugs.

The HSE local health offices can offer assistance to those completing their Medical Card/
GP Visit Card application form or seek clarification on any aspect regarding the process of as-
sessing eligibility for a Medical Card/GP Visit Card. In addition, in this regard, a help and in-
formation Callsave phone line 1890 252 919 is available to the public. The HSE will give every 
assistance to persons that contact their offices, in advising and facilitating them in meeting the 
requirements to have their eligibility for a Medical Card/GP Visit Card fully assessed. 

17/09/2014WRKK03150Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRKK03200999. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical card ap-
plication which was lodged on 12 September 2013 in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare has not been processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33865/14]

17/09/2014WRKK03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRKK03350Treatment Abroad Scheme

17/09/2014WRKK034001000. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of applications under 
the treatment abroad scheme refused by the Health Service Executive in each of the years 2009 
to 2013, inclusive; and if he will provide a breakdown of these figures in accordance with the 
type of treatment that was sought. [33873/14]

17/09/2014WRKK03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The HSE Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) 
was centralised into a single office in 2012.  Prior to this it was administered at various local 
offices.  Comprehensive figures for the TAS prior to the centralisation of the Scheme are not 
available.  The figures available identify that the numbers of declined applications were 41 in 



17 September 2014

595

2012 and 23 in 2013.

In the interest of patient confidentiality and data protection, the HSE has supplied guidance 
on patient confidentiality and data protection to its various offices, which provides that the re-
lease of statistical information is based on a volume of cases of five or greater.  I regret that I am 
informed by the HSE that on this basis it is not be in a position to identify the treatments sought 
for the cases that were declined.

17/09/2014WRKK03550Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WRKK036001001. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the 
paediatric rheumatology outpatient waiting list (details supplied) at Our Lady’s Children’s Hos-
pital Crumlin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33880/14]

17/09/2014WRKK03700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Rheumatology services for children com-
menced in Crumlin in 2006 when one consultant and the necessary multi-disciplinary team 
were in place.  At that time some 300 children per annum were attending the hospital for rheu-
matology services.  In 2012 a second consultant paediatrician with a special interest in rheuma-
tology was funded by the HSE to support the growing demand for this service and an additional 
Clinical Nurse Specialist post and additional physiotherapy provision were put in place by 
the hospital to enhance the service.  Temple Street Children’s University Hospital works with 
Crumlin and each hospital supports the other with regards to rheumatology services across the 
two sites.

Demand for this service has grown since its establishment in Crumlin Hospital with over 
1,100 children seen at outpatient clinics at the end of 2013.  The HSE has advised the Department 
of Health that there are over 700 children attending Crumlin who require ongoing treatment and 
follow up, many of whom require day case admission for drug therapy.  There were 800 day 
case attendances in 2013.  As children reach the age of 16 years of age they are transitioned to 
adult services, which allow younger children to attend the service.  Paediatric Consultants with 
a special interest in a subspecialty are required to support the general paediatric workload in the 
hospital.  In October of this year, the hospital put in place a full time general paediatrician and a 
half time general paediatrician and other supports which will enable the paediatric consultants 
with a special interest in rheumatology to concentrate on their subspecialty which the hospital 
anticipates will increase capacity to deal with the waiting lists.

The HSE has advised the Department that the Hospital is currently in the process of de-
veloping a business case to identify the further resources required to deal with the increase 
in demand.  This will then be considered in the context of competing demands for the overall 
resources available in 2015 and beyond.  

  Question No. 1002 answered with Question No. 824.

17/09/2014WRKK03775Medicinal Products Prices

17/09/2014WRKK038001003. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the difference be-
tween the reimbursable price of a medicine and the actual over-the-counter cost; if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that there is often a very significant difference in the prices and that 
this has an impact to those people eligible for drugs payment scheme refunds; if he will address 
this anomaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33882/14]
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17/09/2014WRKK03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Drugs and 
medicines which are paid for by the Health Service Executive (HSE), have prices set in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 or 
the terms of the agreements between the Department of Health and the HSE and the respective 
bodies for pharmaceutical manufacturers in Ireland. However, neither the Minister for Health or 
the HSE has the power to set the prices of drugs and medicines purchased by private patients.

The Drugs Payment Scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for families and individu-
als incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  Under the scheme, no individual or family 
pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. 

The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 introduced a system of generic 
substitution and reference pricing.  Reference pricing involves the setting of a common reim-
bursement price, or reference price, for a group of interchangeable products. It means that one 
reference price is set for each group or list of interchangeable medicines, and this is the price the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) will reimburse to pharmacists for all medicines in the group, 
regardless of the individual medicine’s prices.

Eligible patients using State drug schemes like the Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme 
will not face any additional costs for products priced at or below the reference price. If a patient 
would like to receive a particular brand that costs more than the reference price then the patient 
will have to pay the additional cost of that product. In cases where substitution is prohibited for 
clinical reasons, patients will not face any additional costs if the prescribed product costs more 
than the reference price.

The HSE advises the public that if they are being charged prices which exceed the reim-
bursement price listed on the HSE website (http://www.pcrs.ie/), plus a dispensing fee of be-
tween €3.50 and €5, then they should discuss the differential with their pharmacist to ensure 
they get the best possible price for the medicine concerned.

In addition, measures have been taken to increase price transparency among retail pharma-
cies. In March of this year the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland issued guidelines to pharma-
cists on procedures and minimum standards of information to be provided to customers, includ-
ing a requirement to provide an itemised receipt of purchase of medicines.

17/09/2014WRKK03950Pension Provisions

17/09/2014WRKK040001004. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health if a statement of pension benefit 
or preserved pension entitlements in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway 
will be provided by the Health Service Executive; and if this statement will cover all periods of 
employment with the HSE and former health boards. [33886/14]

17/09/2014WRKK04100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRKK04150Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRKK042001005. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
determination of an application for medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33895/14]

17/09/2014WRKK04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
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Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRKK04350HSE Properties

17/09/2014WRKK044001006. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health his plans to refurbish a health 
centre (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33897/14]

17/09/2014WRKK04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Delivery of 
infrastructure to accommodate primary care services is a service matter.  Therefore your ques-
tion has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRKK04550Health Services Staff

17/09/2014WRKK046001007. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason work condi-
tions were changed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [33908/14]

17/09/2014WRKK04700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRKK04750Hospital Appointment Status

17/09/2014WRKK048001008. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
hospital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33910/14]

17/09/2014WRKK04900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

17/09/2014WRKK04950Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRKK050001009. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry [33911/14]

17/09/2014WRKK05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
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response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRKK05150Hospital Procedures

17/09/2014WRKK052001010. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a surgical 
procedure to be carried out in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33913/14]

17/09/2014WRKK05300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRLL00150Medical Card Delays

17/09/2014WRLL002001011. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
processing an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33919/14]

17/09/2014WRLL00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 1012 answered with Question No. 783.

17/09/2014WRLL00375Health Services Staff

17/09/2014WRLL004001013. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will deal with a mat-
ter (details supplied) regarding radiographers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33924/14]

17/09/2014WRLL00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRLL00550Medical Card Drugs

17/09/2014WRLL006001014. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if he will reinstate Ede-
crin on the list of drugs covered under the medical card.  [33925/14]

17/09/2014WRLL00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, therefore, the matter has 
been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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17/09/2014WRLL00750HSE Funding

17/09/2014WRLL008001015. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support a matter 
(details supplied); regarding section 2 of the Health Act 2007; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33930/14]

17/09/2014WRLL009001125. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support service 
provision by the National Association of Housing for the Visually Impaired (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34731/14]

17/09/2014WRLL010001126. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if funding will be made 
available to an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34732/14]

17/09/2014WRLL01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1015, 1125 and 1126 together.

Statutory Instrument 366 of 2013 [Article 10(2)], which addresses the payment of annual 
fees by persons who carry on the business of a designated centre and who provide residential 
services in accordance with Section 69 of the Health Act 2007, states that an annual fee is pay-
able in three instalments; on 1 January, 1 May and 1 September. Article 10(1) of SI 366, in ac-
cordance with section 69 of the Act, prescribes the annual fee that is payable in respect of each 
resident.

HIQA has informed my Department that it applies the Health Act 2007 ( registration of Des-
ignated Centres for Persons ( Children and Adults) with Disabilities) Regulations 2013 (S.I. 366 
2013)  evenly across designated centres to ensure fairness and consistency in all cases.

The 2014 annual fee for the designated centre to which the Deputy’s question refers is 
€2,379.

I am informed that HIQA received payments for January-April 2014 (€793, paid) and May-
August 2014 (€793, paid) for the designated centre. On 26 August 2014 the Authority invoiced 
the designated centre for the third instalment that is payable on 1 September for the September-
December 2014 (€793, outstanding). 

I understand that the Authority has not billed the designated centre for any other items.

The National Association of Housing for the Visually Impaired receives funding from the 
Health Service Executive. My Department has asked the HSE to provide you directly with the 
information requested.

17/09/2014WRLL01150Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WRLL012001016. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (detail supplied) in County Mayo; if same will be restored 
following the recent decision by the Government to change medical card policy regarding dis-
cretionary medical cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33934/14]

17/09/2014WRLL01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
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cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRLL01350Cancer Screening Programmes

17/09/2014WRLL014001017. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
will include Thyrogen in the National Cancer Control Programme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33938/14]

17/09/2014WRLL01500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Two care options are available for the prep-
aration of patients who are diagnosed with thyroid cancer for radio-active iodine ablation - ei-
ther withdrawal of oral thyroxine treatment or treatment with Thyrogen®.  Both options are in 
line with international guidelines.  

The treatment option utilised is determined by the prescribing consultant and the hospital’s 
Drugs and Therapeutics Committee. 

17/09/2014WRLL01550Medical Card Delays

17/09/2014WRLL016001018. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
on a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay 
in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33944/14]

17/09/2014WRLL01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRLL01750Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRLL018001019. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33949/14]

17/09/2014WRLL01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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17/09/2014WRLL01950Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRLL020001020. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if general practitioners may 
charge patients €25 for a letter in support of a medical card application; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33950/14]

17/09/2014WRLL02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Consultation 
fees charged by general practitioners to private patients, including patients wishing to apply for 
eligibility to a medical card or GP visit card and to General Medical Services (GMS) patients 
outside the terms of the GMS contract are a matter of private contract between the clinicians 
and the patients.  While I have no role in relation to such fees, I would expect clinicians to have 
regard to the overall economic situation in setting their fees.

17/09/2014WRLL02150Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRLL022001021. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33952/14]

17/09/2014WRLL02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRLL02350Health Services

17/09/2014WRLL024001022. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the protocol in place for patients 
who are bitten by poisonous spiders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33959/14]

17/09/2014WRLL02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRLL02550Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRLL026001023. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33968/14]

17/09/2014WRLL02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
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relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRLL02750Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRLL028001024. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33971/14]

17/09/2014WRLL02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRLL02950Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WRLL030001025. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33972/14]

17/09/2014WRLL03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRLL03150Hospital Mortality Rates

17/09/2014WRLL032001026. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the response from the critical 
care service of the Health Service Executive to patients critically ill with septicemia and severe 
sepsis; if he will provide the surviving sepsis campaign guidelines; if currently here 30% of all 
admissions to ICU have severe sepsis, and for these patients there is a 30% mortality of all such 
patients admitted to ICU; the number of people who die each year here from septicaemia; the 
further actions he will take to save lives; the national reduction targets; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [33973/14]

17/09/2014WRLL03300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Information available to my Department 
indicates that in 2013, the mortality rate of patients with a diagnosis of sepsis who were admit-
ted to an intensive care environment was 28.8%.  The corresponding figure for 2011 is 32.4% 
and 31.3% for 2012.  It should be noted however, that this data is based on the discharge code 
of patients who had a diagnosis of sepsis and who were admitted to any type of intensive care 
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environment ( including ICU, High Dependency Unit (HDU), Coronary Care Unit (CCU) etc) 
at some point during their hospitalisation.  It is not possible to conclude that these patients were 
admitted to ICU as a result of sepsis, or that sepsis was the cause of death.

From January 2015 Ireland will adopt the Eight Edition of the ICD (International Classifica-
tion of Disease)-10-AM classification which includes a revised Australian coding standard ACS 
0110 for sepsis, severe sepsis and septic shock.  This is a new coding system being introduced 
internationally in relation to sepsis and Ireland will, for the first time, be able to systematically 
track its rates of sepsis, severe sepsis and septic shock. 

The Health Information and Quality Authority’s (HIQA) Report into the care and treatment 
provided of Ms Savita Halappanavar at University Hospital, Galway recommended that the 
HSE should develop a national clinical guideline on the management of sepsis and ensure that 
all hospitals put in place arrangements for formal staff training on the recognition and manage-
ment of sepsis and on the clinically deteriorating patients including pregnant women in line 
with the guideline.

The report also recommended that the Department of Health should immediately review the 
current arrangements in place to ensure the national Clinical Effectiveness Committee (NCEC) 
is adequately resourced to support the national endorsement of key national guidelines.

Following on from the HIQA report, Minister Reilly requested  four national clinical guide-
lines to be commissioned and quality assured through the NCEC as a matter of urgency for the 
Irish health system.  These guidelines are a National Maternity Early Warning System Guide-
line, a National Paediatric Early Warning System Guideline, a National Sepsis Management 
Guideline and a National Clinical Handover Guideline.  These guidelines will not only detail 
best practice but also to make recommendations for staff education and training.  This is in or-
der to provide for assurance of the competence of our doctors, nurses and midwives for these 
critical life-saving clinical issues.  The guidelines will provide recommendations for national  
key performance indicators. 

The NCEC has made significant progress to date on this project and all above guidelines are 
at an advanced stage of development:

 - National Clinical Guideline - Recognition and Management of Sepsis in Ireland, provides 
guidance on the recognition and management of sepsis in Ireland.  This encompasses adap-
tion of the surviving sepsis campaign for the Irish setting.

 - National Clinical Guideline - Irish Maternity Early Warning System - provides considera-
tion for maternal sepsis. 

 -  National Clinical Guideline - Handover Maternity Services - provides guidance for system-
atic handover processes.

 - National Clinical Guideline - Paediatric Early Warning System - provides guidance for rec-
ognition of the deteriorating paediatric patient. 

  In addition, The National Clinical Guideline No. 1 National Early Warning Score was up-
dated in August, 2014 by the NCEC to include a sepsis screening pathway.  The national Patient 
Observation Chart has been updated in line with the above.  And finally, a  National Clinical 
Lead (Sepsis Workstream) has been appointed.

17/09/2014WRLL03350Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WRLL034001027. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding over 
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70’s medical card income limits in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33975/14]

17/09/2014WRLL03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health Act 2008, automatic entitlement to a medical card for persons aged 70 and over ended 
on 31 December 2008.  Under the arrangements effected by the Act, a revised system of assess-
ment for eligibility was introduced for those 70 years of age and over, based on the significantly 
higher gross income limits rather than the standard net income thresholds. This advantageous 
arrangement for persons aged over 70 years has facilitated a much greater share of this cohort 
qualifying for a medical card compared to the general population as a whole. 

The gross income limit for an over 70’s medical card was set at in law at €500 per week for 
a single person and at €900 per week for a couple from 1 January 2014. The Government recog-
nises that the living costs of an individual living alone are more than half the living costs of a 
couple living together and that expenditure does not necessarily diminish relative to the number 
of people in the household. This is recognised, inter alia, through the provision of the Living 
Alone Increase and differential income limits for medical cards for persons aged under 70 years 
between individuals and couples. In that context, the over 70’s income limit for a single person 
was reduced proportionately less than the income limit for a couple under this Budget change. 
There are no proposals to change this assessment process. 

Persons aged 70 or over, who have lost their eligibility for a medical card due to the 2014 
budgetary change will continue to have access to free GP services. In addition, as you will be 
aware, the Government committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service for 
the entire population and the aim is to have the over 70’s phase implemented this year or early 
next year. Furthermore, any person over 70 that does not qualify for a medical card is able to 
use the DPS (Drugs Payment Scheme) which caps spending on prescription drugs. 

It should also be noted that persons aged 70 or older, who are assessed as ineligible under 
the gross income thresholds, may also have their eligibility assessed under the standard means 
test, where they face particularly high expenses.  This assessment is based on net income and 
assessable outgoing expenses and the qualifying income thresholds under this scheme are lower 
than over 70’s gross income thresholds.  

Furthermore, persons aged over 70 years may still be eligible for a medical card on a dis-
cretionary basis where they face undue hardship in arranging medical services as a result of 
medical or social circumstances.

17/09/2014WRLL03550Health Services

17/09/2014WRLL036001028. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the procedure to be fol-
lowed to secure potential funding in order to assist full time residential placement in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33977/14]

17/09/2014WRLL03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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17/09/2014WRLL03750Medical Qualifications

17/09/2014WRLL038001029. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health if a qualification for chiropo-
dists obtained in Britain from the National Health Service is recognised here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33984/14]

17/09/2014WRLL03900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I presume that the Deputy is referring to the 
recognition of non-Irish qualifications under Directive 2005/36/EC.

Directive 2005/36/EC applies to EEA nationals with EEA qualifications who wish to prac-
tise a regulated profession in an EEA State other than that in which they obtained their profes-
sional qualifications, on either a self-employed or employed basis.  Its intention is to make it 
easier for qualified professionals to practise their professions in European countries other than 
their own.  Public health and safety and consumer protection are safeguarded through the quali-
fication recognition process.  

To be eligible for consideration under the Directive, a person must be eligible to practise 
his/her profession in the country in which the qualification was obtained.  Such eligibility to 
practise does not however confer automatic recognition of qualifications in another Member 
State.  In the case of the health and social care professions, including chiropody/podiatry, the 
Directive provides for an assessment, on a case-by-case basis, of the formal qualifications and 
professional experience of an applicant against the qualifications required to practise in the host 
member state, i.e. Ireland, and to offer the applicant a compensation measure should deficits in 
qualifications be identified.

Under Statutory Instruments Nos. 139 and 166 of 2008, which transpose the Directive into 
Irish law, the Minister for Health is the competent authority for the recognition of chiropody/
podiatry qualifications and is advised by the Podiatry Recognition of Overseas Qualifications 
Committee whose membership is comprised of representatives of the three chiropody/podiatry 
professional bodies in Ireland.  The process is administered by the National Validation Office, 
Health Service Executive, Galway on behalf of the Minister.

17/09/2014WRLL03950Medical Qualifications

17/09/2014WRLL040001030. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support a matter 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33985/14]

17/09/2014WRLL04100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will be aware, the training 
pathway for a GP from college to final qualification includes the intern year and the four years 
of specialist training required to obtain specialist registration with the Medical Council. The 
direct costs associated with this training pathway are as follows: 

- Interns are paid a basic salary of €31,938. 
- Years one and two of specialist GP training are spent in training posts at SHO level in the 

hospital system, in specialties such as paediatrics, emergency medicine and psychiatry. The 
salary paid to GP trainees is €38,839 (year one) and €40,998 (year two). 

- Years three and four are spent in a primary care setting, with an attachment to a dedicated 
GP trainer. The combined salary cost for these two years is €150,000; associated training 
and administrative costs amount to €58,000. 

  The total direct cost, therefore, for the GP training pathway from intern to specialist regis-
tration is €319,775.
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17/09/2014WRLL04150Departmental Administrative Arrangements

17/09/2014WRLL042001031. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of administrative 
arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service his Department is a party to; if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrangement; the duration of these 
administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these administrative arrangements; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34005/14]

17/09/2014WRLL04300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am not aware of the existence, in my 
Department, of the type of  administrative arrangements referred to by the Deputy but I will 
investigate further and get back to with the relevant details if such agreement does exist.

  Question No. 1032 answered with Question No. 914.

17/09/2014WRLL04375Health Services Staff Remuneration

17/09/2014WRLL044001033. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the pool basis from which staff 
were paid, based on so much per obstetric bed, plus other inputs, such as students’ fees, which 
funded various costs, including salaries and fees, and then paid percentages to the master, the 
consultants, assistant masters, is still operational in some form [34017/14]

17/09/2014WRLL04500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this relates to an operational matter, I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct response.

17/09/2014WRLL04550Medical Card Appeals

17/09/2014WRLL046001034. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the reason a medi-
cal card was removed from persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34018/14]

17/09/2014WRLL04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. The HSE has 
established a dedicated enquiry service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for a more im-
mediate direct response. Contact information, including phone number and email address for 
the enquiry service, has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRLL04750Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRLL048001035. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34024/14]

17/09/2014WRLL04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRLL04950Counselling Services

17/09/2014WRLL050001036. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the regula-
tion of counselling and psychotherapy under the Health and Social Care Professions Act 2005.  
[34028/14]

17/09/2014WRLL05100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I intend to bring counsellors and psycho-
therapists within the ambit of the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 as soon as 
possible.

The Health and Social Care Professionals Council and the registration boards established 
under that Act are responsible for protecting the public by promoting high standards of profes-
sional conduct and professional education, training  and competence  amongst the professions 
designated under the Act. The 12 professions currently designated under the Act are clinical 
biochemists, dietitians, medical scientists, occupational therapists, orthoptists, physiothera-
pists, podiatrists, psychologists, radiographers, social care workers, social workers and speech 
and language therapists. 

Psychotherapists and counsellors are not currently regulated under the Health and Social 
Care Professionals Act 2005. However, the Act provides that the Minister for Health may, under 
section 4(2), designate a health and social care profession not already designated if he or she 
considers that it is in the public interest to do so and if specified criteria have been met.

My predecessor, James Reilly, wrote to the The Health and Social Care Professionals Coun-
cil in May of this year advising it of his intention, in the public interest, to designate by regu-
lation the profession or professions of counsellor and psychotherapist under the Act. The Act 
provides that the Minister for Health is obliged to consult with the Council in the first instance 
concerning a proposed designation and to give interested persons, organisations and bodies an 
opportunity to make representations to the Minister.  The Council has been asked to advise on a 
number of issues concerning the proposed designation and requested that it take into consider-
ation the recently published report of Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) on the academic 
standards necessary for the accreditation of courses in Counselling and Psychotherapy.  This 
is an essential element as it will inform, for the purpose of registration, the assessment by the 
registration board, when established, of the qualifications of those currently in practice.  

This is the first stage in the consultation process under the Act and I expect to receive the 
Council’s report in the coming weeks. I will proceed to the next stage which will involve a 
much wider consultation when I have fully considered the Council’s report.  While a number 
of issues remain to be clarified including decisions on whether one or two professions are to be 
regulated, on the title or titles of the profession or professions, and on the minimum qualifica-
tions to be required of applicants for registration, I intend to progress the regulation of counsel-
lors and psychotherapists as a priority.  I hope to be in a position to make the necessary designa-
tion regulations early next year.  I will then seek expressions of interest from qualified persons 
available for appointment to the new registration board that will be established to regulate 
counsellors and psychotherapists.
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17/09/2014WRLL05150Hospital Procedures

17/09/2014WRLL052001037. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will be provided with surgery to treat scoliosis; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34031/14]

17/09/2014WRLL05300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRLL05350Hospital Procedures

17/09/2014WRLL054001038. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of scoliosis patients 
in each Health Service Executive Service region who are awaiting surgery; the average waiting 
time between GP referral and specialist examination and between then and surgery; the mea-
sures that are under consideration to improve the service plan in this area; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34040/14]

17/09/2014WRLL05500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRLL05550Hospital Appointment Status

17/09/2014WRLL056001039. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Roscommon, will receive confirmation of their appointment for a medical 
procedure; if he will expedite the appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34041/14]

17/09/2014WRLL05700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

17/09/2014WRLL05750Hospital Services

17/09/2014WRLL058001040. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
hospital treatment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34044/14]

17/09/2014WRLL05900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1041 answered with Question No. 935.

17/09/2014WRMM00250Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRMM003001042. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34050/14]
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17/09/2014WRMM00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRMM00450Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRMM005001043. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if the expert panel has finished 
its work or made any findings in terms of their review of illnesses for inclusion in the long-term 
illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34052/14]

17/09/2014WRMM006001058. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will consider adding 
irritable bowel disease and related chronic gastrointestinal disorders to the list of conditions 
covered under the long term illness scheme and to the list of illnesses which would create an 
entitlement to a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34150/14]

17/09/2014WRMM007001063. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the progress made in the 
proposal to grant medical cards based on medical need; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34171/14]

17/09/2014WRMM008001160. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if medium chain acyl coa will 
be considered as one of the qualifying illnesses for automatic entitlement for a medical card; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32952/14]

17/09/2014WRMM00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1043, 1058, 1063 and 1160 together.

The Government decided that, in consultation with the Office of the Attorney General and 
the Department of Public Expenditure, the Minister for Health would revert to Government 
with options for providing eligibility for a range of health services on the basis of specific and 
defined medical conditions.  The Government has not specified that a person with a particular 
medical condition, such as medium chain acyl coa, irritable bowel disease or related chronic 
gastrointestinal disorders, would qualify for a medical card per se.  Instead, it will take into 
consideration the recommendations of  specific medical conditions by an expert panel examin-
ing the issue. 

In support of this work, the Director-General of the Health Service Executive established 
an Expert Panel to examine and recommend the range of medical conditions that should be 
considered as a basis of eligibility.  The Expert Panel is chaired by Professor Frank Keane, past-
president of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland and clinical lead of the National Clinical 
Programme for Surgery.  The panel includes a range of 23 clinical experts from primary care, 
specialist services and therapies. The panel also includes a patient representative to ensure that 
the views of patients are central to the process.  The Expert Panel is to report to the Director 
General of the HSE, who will then advise the Minister of the outcome of the deliberations of 
the Expert Panel.

The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 
1970 (as amended).  Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions 
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covered by the LTI Scheme, which are as follows: Acute Leukaemia; Mental handicap; Cere-
bral Palsy; Mental Illness (in a person under 16); Cystic Fibrosis; Multiple Sclerosis; Diabetes 
Insipidus; Muscular Dystrophies; Diabetes Mellitus; Parkinsonism; Epilepsy; Phenylketonuria; 
Haemophilia; Spina Bifida; Hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of Thalido-
mide.  There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

17/09/2014WRMM00950Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRMM010001044. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34058/14]

17/09/2014WRMM01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRMM01150Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WRMM012001045. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he will review the eli-
gibility for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34060/14]

17/09/2014WRMM01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 1046 answered with Question No. 869.

17/09/2014WRMM01450Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRMM015001047. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34087/14]

17/09/2014WRMM01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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17/09/2014WRMM01650Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRMM017001048. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34088/14]

17/09/2014WRMM01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRMM01850Hospital Services

17/09/2014WRMM019001049. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health his views on the operation of 
the cancer centre at University Hospital Galway; if he will provide a response to the Health 
Service Executive risk reports into the operation of the centre; if he will instruct the HSE to in-
crease the number of beds at UCHG that are available to cancer patients; and if he will provide 
a statement on the operation of the National Cancer Control Program in the West of Ireland. 
[34108/14]

17/09/2014WRMM02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): University Hospital Galway is one of 8 
designated cancer centres in Ireland.  It has a dedicated floor of 52 in-patient beds for cancer 
services, including haematology, oncology and radiotherapy.  Cancer patients are also cared for 
in other medical wards in the hospital as required.  Services at the hospital also include diagnos-
tic, therapeutic and palliative care teams, as well as translational research, clinical trials and bio 
banking.  A Cancer Care West lodge at University Hospital Galway provides accommodation 
for patients travelling from outside Galway for radiotherapy treatment.

It is not proposed to increase the number of beds for cancer services in University Hospital 
Galway.  

17/09/2014WRMM02075Hospital Transfers

17/09/2014WRMM021001050. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the procedures in place for the 
transfer of cancer patients from Mayo General Hospital to the cancer centre at UCHG; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34109/14]

17/09/2014WRMM02200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

17/09/2014WRMM02250Ambulance Service Provision

17/09/2014WRMM023001051. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form the number of ambulances in service in County Mayo, showing emergency ambulance, 
transfer ambulance, intermediate care and so on, the year and mileage of each ambulance and 
the conditions of ambulances in County Mayo. [34110/14]

17/09/2014WRMM02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.
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9/2014WRMM02450Ambulance Service Provision

17/09/2014WRMM025001052. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the number of occasions in 
2013 and to date in 2014 that all of the ambulances on call at any one time based at bases in 
County Mayo have been outside of the county. [34111/14]

17/09/2014WRMM02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRMM02650Ambulance Service Provision

17/09/2014WRMM027001053. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the plans for the commission-
ing of ambulance bases in Mulranny, County Mayo and in Loughlynn, County Roscommon; 
his plans to allow the Health Service Executive to recruit extra staff to open the units; the total 
amount of current staff employed by the ambulance service in County Mayo and separately in 
County Roscommon; if he will provide that information in tabular form showing the grades 
of those employed; and if he will make a statement on the provision of ambulance services in 
County Mayo and County Roscommon. [34112/14]

17/09/2014WRMM02800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRMM02850Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRMM029001054. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34121/14]

17/09/2014WRMM03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRMM03050Hospital Appointment Status

17/09/2014WRMM031001055. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when a hospital appointment 
will be confirmed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon; if he will 
expedite the appointment in view of the long delay experienced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34122/14]

17/09/2014WRMM03200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.
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17/09/2014WRMM03250Medical Card Administration

17/09/2014WRMM033001056. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will restore Daxas 
under the medical card scheme primarily as it keeps sufferers of chronic lung disease out of 
hospital and in view of the fact that there is no other substitute. [34132/14]

17/09/2014WRMM03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the Health Service Executive (HSE) 
has statutory responsibility for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore the 
matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRMM03450Health Insurance Cover

17/09/2014WRMM035001057. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons availing 
of private health insurance at the end of June 2014 in each of the age groups, 17 years and un-
der, 18 to 29 years, 30 to 39 years, 40 to 49 years, 50 to 59 years, 60 to 69 years, 70 to 79 years, 
80 years and over. [34134/14]

17/09/2014WRMM03600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Insurance Authority, the in-
dependent statutory regulator of the private health insurance market in Ireland, provides my 
Department with Information Returns on a twice-yearly basis showing the numbers insured 
with in-patient health insurance plans in each age category.  This data is compiled in respect 
of the commercial health insurers and excludes people serving waiting periods and members 
of Restricted Membership Undertakings (which provide insurance to people who are members 
of a particular group, normally a vocational group or employees of a particular organisation).

Aged 17 and under:  452,979

Aged 18 to 29 years:  204,473

Aged 30 to 39 years:  286,310

Aged 40 to 49 years:  292,718

Aged 50 to 59 years:  261,057

Aged 60 to 69 years:  215,475

Aged 70 to 79 years:  121,637

Aged 80 years and over:  49,925

  Question No. 1058 answered with Question No. 1043.

17/09/2014WRMM03750Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRMM038001059. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time for 
funding to be released to successful applicants under the fair deal scheme; the way this com-
pares to the waiting period at the same time last year; if he will expedite the release of funding 
to successful applicants in light of the financial hardship and distress being caused to applicants 
and the families of applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34154/14]
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17/09/2014WRMM03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRMM03950Hospital Facilities

17/09/2014WRMM040001060. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
boundary issue between a hospital and a housing estate (details supplied) in Dublin 9; the time-
frame of the implementation of condition 5 in relation to the temporary gateway into a property 
(details supplied) for the emergency services vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34158/14]

17/09/2014WRMM04100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRMM04150Mental Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRMM042001061. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to reduce violence 
in relation to mental health patients (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34159/14]

17/09/2014WRMM04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 1062 answered with Question No. 824.  

  Question No. 1063 answered with Question No. 1043.

17/09/2014WRMM04550Medical Card Administration

17/09/2014WRMM046001064. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when a cancer drug, Vismo-
degib, will be added to the medical card scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34175/14]

17/09/2014WRMM047001065. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding ap-
proval of Vismodegib (details supplied); if he will temporarily approve it as an interim measure 
while the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics continues its negotiations with the supplier-
manufacturer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34181/14]

17/09/2014WRMM04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1064 and 1065 together.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing 
and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance 
with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, therefore, 
the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRMM04850Health Insurance Cover

17/09/2014WRMM049001066. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the ef-
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fect of the Government health insurance levy increase and the reduction of tax relief in relation 
to private health insurance on the public health system; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34184/14]

17/09/2014WRMM05000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 1970, everyone who 
is ordinarily resident in Ireland qualifies for public hospital care.  Notwithstanding this, 43.9% 
of the Irish population has private health insurance and many people opt to be treated privately.  
The Irish hospital system contains a mix of public and private hospitals, with public hospitals 
treating both public and private patients.  On admittance to a public hospital, patients make a 
choice to be treated by a medical consultant on a public or private basis.

It is not known how many persons who previously held private health insurance will subse-
quently present for medical treatment in a public hospital setting over a future period of time, 
nor is it possible to predict with any certainty how many people currently holding private health 
insurance will instead choose to be treated as a public patient, as they are fully entitled to do.

My Department will continue to oversee the maintenance of a competitive and sustainable 
private health insurance market, under the provisions of the Health Insurance Acts 1994 to 2013 
and to monitor developments on an ongoing basis, to ensure that the market is regulated appro-
priately to meet the objectives in the health reform programme.

17/09/2014WRMM05050Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

17/09/2014WRMM051001067. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on the statement by 
the chief executive officer of Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9, that the hospital is currently unsafe 
for patients; the action he proposes to take in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34192/14]

17/09/2014WRMM052001129. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the steps he will be take 
to address concerns recently outlined by the chief executive of Beaumont Hospital regarding 
overcrowding and lengthy delays for patients seeking treatment at the hospital. [34757/14]

17/09/2014WRMM05300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1067 and 
1129 together.

Beaumont Hospital manages admissions and discharges hourly each day through its Patient 
Flow hub.  On average the hospital currently admits 27% of  those attending to the Emergency 
Department (between 900 and 1,000 per week) and aims to ensure that the 73% of patients who 
do not require admission are seen in a timely way and are assessed and treated appropriately.  
Patients of other key areas such as oncology, radiation oncology, emergency neurosurgery and 
kidney disease may also be admitted directly to those specialties as emergencies if the acuity of 
their condition requires admission.  In the circumstances where admissions exceed discharges 
the hospital’s Escalation Policy is activated.

The hospital recognises that overcrowding in the ED represents a potential safety issue and 
therefore escalation measures are designed to alleviate such problems. The purpose of the Esca-
lation Policy is to ensure safe patient care by moving patients to inpatient beds as expeditiously 
as possible. 

On Wednesday 27 August, the escalation measures already in place were not sufficiently 
effective to alleviate a surge of pressure in ED.  Further escalation was requested by the CEO 
and Lead Clinical Director in an internal communication to the consultant body, to ensure that 
patient safety was not acutely compromised by this surge.  Further discharges were made during 
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the remainder of the week and the situation stabilised by Friday 29 August.    

The Department and the HSE (National Clinical Care Programmes, SDU, and the Acute 
Hospitals Directorate) are seeking to achieve sustainable change through the use of key metrics, 
aligned with a suite of resources to support hospitals to deliver on performance measures, build 
capacity and  enhance capability so as to improve the overall quality of the patient journey.  In 
addition, measures involving the full health system including primary, community and continu-
ing care services, are regularly invoked to ensure that all available capacity and options are 
utilised and brought to bear on surges such as that which arose on 27 August in Beaumont.

17/09/2014WRMM05350Medical Card Reviews

17/09/2014WRMM054001068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress made to 
date in the determination of a medical card review in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34193/14]

17/09/2014WRMM05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRMM05550Hospital Services

17/09/2014WRMM056001069. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health his plans to instate a pae-
diatric endocrinologist at University Hospital Limerick; if he will provide details of the current 
endocrinology service available in County Limerick and the current waiting times for consulta-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34194/14]

17/09/2014WRMM05700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRMM05750Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WRMM058001070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be 
renewed in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34195/14]

17/09/2014WRMM05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
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response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRMM05950Hospital Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRMM060001071. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal 
with the ongoing failure of the Health Service Executive to ensure that training colleges here 
are providing the requisite number of non-consultant hospital doctors and interns to hospitals 
throughout the State. [34205/14]

17/09/2014WRMM06100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Health, the recruitment and 
retention of doctors – including NCHDs and interns – in the public health system is a prior-
ity for me.  That is why I am committed to the implementation of the recommendations of the 
Strategic Review of Medical Training and Career Structure completed earlier this year.  The 
Strategic Review reports identify a range of issues impacting on the recruitment and retention 
of doctors in our system, and offer solutions and recommendations that will enable us to build 
a sustainable medical workforce for the future.  My Department and the HSE are currently 
working together to put in place arrangements to oversee the continued implementation of the 
recommendations of the Review. 

With regard to intern training posts, under the provisions of the Medical Practitioners Act 
2007 it is a matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE) to assess, on an annual basis, the 
number of intern training posts required by the health service.  My Department is in regular 
contact with the HSE in relation to the issue of intern places with the aim, in so far as is pos-
sible, of providing a sufficient number of intern places for Irish/EU graduates from Irish medi-
cal schools.   

In recent years the HSE has embarked on a process of expanding the number of posts to 
meet the demand of the growing number of graduates from Irish medical schools.  In 2012 the 
number of intern posts available was 572, and in 2013 this increased to 640 positions.  In 2014 
an additional 45 intern places were created, resulting in 685 intern posts being available for the 
academic year 2014-2015.

17/09/2014WRMM06150Hospital Staff Data

17/09/2014WRMM062001072. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the numbers of non-
consultant hospital doctors, NCHDs, that are employed on a locum basis in hospitals through-
out the State; the numbers of NCHDs that are employed on a contract basis; and the difference 
in cost to employ a NCHD on a locum basis as opposed to a contract basis. [34206/14]

17/09/2014WRMM06300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRMM06350Cosmetic Surgery

17/09/2014WRMM064001073. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his views on the regulation of 
the advertising of elective ophthalmology procedures, such as laser refractive surgery; and his 
views regarding any inappropriate sales practices that may exist. [34214/14]

17/09/2014WRMM06500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Following concerns expressed in relation to 
the safety and quality of surgical cosmetic procedures in Ireland, the Office of the Chief Medi-



Questions - Written Answers

618

cal Officer prepared, in collaboration the Irish Association of Plastic Surgeons, a short guideline 
containing a number of recommendations for individuals who may be considering surgical 
cosmetic procedures.  Much of this guidance and the recommendations for patients, which was 
issued in July 2012, is equally relevant to those patients considering laser refractive surgery and 
cosmetic procedures.  The guidance is available on the Department’s website.  

With regard to the provision of information to the public and advertising by a registered 
medical practitioner, the Medical Council guidance states that a medical practitioner must make 
sure that the information published in the advertisement is true, verifiable, does not make false 
claims or have the potential to raise unrealistic expectations.  This should include information 
about any inherent risks associated with the services provided.

All medical and surgical procedures contain a certain element of risk and patients should 
seek to inform themselves of both the risks and benefits of any procedures before making a 
decision to proceed.  A very important consideration is the qualifications of the person carrying 
out the procedure and the quality of care and after-care provided.

17/09/2014WRMM06550Alcohol Pricing

17/09/2014WRMM066001074. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in introducing 
legislative measures concerning minimum unit pricing for alcohol; and the level of engagement 
between his Department and the Department of Justice and Equality in relation to legislative 
measures regarding the sale of alcohol.  [34218/14]

17/09/2014WRMM06700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government has approved an exten-
sive package of measures to deal with alcohol misuse to be incorporated in a Public Health 
(Alcohol) Bill.  These measures are based on the recommendations contained in the Steering 
Group Report on a National Substance Misuse Strategy, 2012.  The package of measures to be 
implemented will include provision for minimum unit pricing, regulation of the marketing and 
advertising of alcohol, regulation of sports sponsorship, structural separation of alcohol from 
other products in mixed trading outlets and labelling of alcohol products.  Work on developing 
a framework for the necessary Department of Health legislation is continuing and is hoped to 
publish a General Scheme of a Bill in the Autumn.

My Department and the Department of Justice and Equality are engaging on a regular basis 
on alcohol control measures being taken by the respective Departments.

17/09/2014WRMM06750Medicinal Products Availability

17/09/2014WRMM068001075. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if additional funding can be allo-
cated to the Health Service Executive West so that insulin pump treatment for young persons 
aged five and over with diabetes can commence immediately, thus ending a regional disparity 
and in light of the training that has already been provided to parents and patients in the use of 
this innovative treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34225/14]

17/09/2014WRMM06900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRMM06950Hospital Staff
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17/09/2014WRMM070001076. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in ensuring 
compliance with the EU’s working time directive, with particular reference to junior hospital 
doctors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34226/14]

17/09/2014WRMM07100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The provisions of the European Working 
Time Directive encompass a number of measures to protect workers’ welfare and safety, in-
cluding a maximum 48 hour working week - averaged over a reference period, the granting of 
breaks, minimum daily and weekly rest periods and the granting of compensatory rest where 
the working day exceeds 13 hours.

The HSE is focused on advancing implementation of the Directive and progress has been 
made in respect of NCHDs.  Data from the HSE shows that average working hours for NCHDs 
in 2009 was 60 hours a week, 54 hours per week in 2012 and just over 51 hours at the end of 
2013.  Intensive negotiations conducted at the Labour Relations Commission in September and 
October 2013 resulted in agreement on a joint approach, involving hospital management, the 
IMO and NCHDs to achieve EWTD compliance, with an immediate focus on eliminating shifts 
in excess of 24 hours.  Data for June 2014 shows 93% compliance with this target, and 99.5% 
compliance in relation to elimination of working weeks in excess of 68 hours.       

NCHD recruitment and retention is required in order to facilitate the achievement of EWTD 
compliance.  Achievement of full compliance will also require reorganisation of the delivery of 
certain services within Hospital Groups. 

In the July 2014 NCHD rotation there have been additional posts created to achieve EWTD 
compliance.  These are incorporated into the overall recruitment process. Given the additional 
numbers in the system, the net effect is that with the July 2014 intake there are more NCHDs 
currently employed than for the same time period in 2013.  The ongoing issue for hospital 
services remains the preference for NCHDs to take positions in major teaching sites in greater 
urban areas.  Where posts are vacant and suitable candidates cannot be sourced, locums are 
retained or alternative arrangements are made to ensure the continued delivery of the service.  
However, the intention is to move to a position where reliance on agency to fill posts is mini-
mised and permanent staff are appointed.

Health Services Reform

17/09/2014WRMM072001077. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health in relation to the proposed 
project 86156-3402 in the provision of a patient level costing system, if he will provide a break-
down of the costings involved in the pilot project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34275/14]

17/09/2014WRMM073001078. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health in relation to the proposed 
project 86156-3402 in the provision of a patient level costing system, if he will detail all the 
parties-users who will have access to this shared information; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [34276/14]

17/09/2014WRMM074001079. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health in relation to the proposed proj-
ect 86156-3402 in the provision of a patient level costing system, the way this scheme will be 
funded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34277/14]

17/09/2014WRMM07450Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar)(Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1077 to 1079, inclusive, together.

A Patient Level Costing (PLC) system is being introduced in the context of the implementa-
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tion of a new funding system for public hospital care called Money Follows the Patient (MFTP).  
Phase 1 of MFTP commenced in January 2014 and full implementation will take a number of 
years.  MFTP involves moving away from inefficient block grant budgets to a system where 
hospitals are paid for the actual level of activity undertaken.  As such, hospitals will be funded 
based on the quantity of the services they deliver to patients.  They will be liberated, subject to 
overall budgetary ceilings, to pursue the most cost-effective means of delivering quality care.  
Budgetary discipline will be delivered through the use of fixed budgets for MFTP activity. The 
MFTP approach is initially being applied to inpatient and day-case activity in public hospitals.  
However, it is intended that the payment system will extend over time to cover other hospital 
activity and community care.

An effective PLC system is essential for the proper operation of the MFTP process.  It will 
enable hospitals to understand their costs and, therefore, to operate effectively in the MFTP 
funding environment.  Although a pilot PLC project has been underway since 2010, the PLC 
function must now be embedded across all hospitals.  This will require investment in skills and 
also in PLC IT systems and feeder IT systems to improve cost collection.  The data provided by 
the PLC pilot is being used in conjunction with the current speciality costing methodology to 
set prices for services and this will continue when rolled out to more hospitals.  

The HSE published an Invitation to Tender for a PLC System, to include knowledge transfer, 
in July of this year with a closing date of 26 August.  The tenders are currently being evaluated 
and this process is expected to be completed by October.  Assuming a successful outcome, it is 
intended to establish a contract for the provision of the solution the fourth quarter of this year.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly in relation to the additional detailed information 
requested by the Deputy.

Mental Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRMM075001080. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health his plans to build the 
new Central Mental Hospital on the grounds of St. Ita’s Hospital, Portrane, County Dublin; the 
reason a decision was made to close some existing facilities at St. Ita’s Hospital and to relocate 
the Central Mental Hospital to the site; and if he will provide a timeline of when it is expected 
that the new CMH will be completed. [34296/14]

17/09/2014WRMM07600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Mental Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRMM077001081. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiat-
ric residents of St. Ita’s Hospital for the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; the number 
of persons receiving psychiatric day services at St. Ita’s Hospital in those years; the current sta-
tus of psychiatric services at St. Ita’s Hospital; and if he will provide a breakdown of where resi-
dents were transferred to upon the phased closure of some units at St. Ita’s Hospital. [34297/14]

17/09/2014WRMM07800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Services for People with Disabilities
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17/09/2014WRMM079001082. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of residents 
of St. Joseph’s intellectual disability unit, located on the grounds of St. Ita’s Hospital, Portrane, 
County Dublin, in the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and the number of people 
who received day services at St. Joseph’s intellectual disability unit in those years.  [34298/14]

17/09/2014WRMM08000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Staff Data

17/09/2014WRMM081001083. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if every hospital here 
complies with every aspect of the European working time directive; if he will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form and on a hospital basis; and for the hospitals that do not comply in full, 
when those hospitals expect to be in a position to comply.  [34341/14]

17/09/2014WRMM08200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRMM082501084. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical card 
application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Clare in view of the decision of 
17 June 2014 regarding discretionary medical cards and the fact that the file has been under 
review by a medical officer since early July 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[34345/14]

17/09/2014WRMM08300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRNN00150Primary Care Reimbursement Service Payments

17/09/2014WRNN002001085. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Questions Nos. 169, 170, 174 and 176 of 10 July 2014, when a response will issue from the 
Health Service Executive. [34349/14]

17/09/2014WRNN00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  I understand that the HSE wrote to the 
Deputy on 25th August in relation to PQ30460 and 26th August in relation to PQ30453.  Pri-
mary Care Reimbursement Services Unit in the HSE is working to collate the data required to 
answer PQ30458 and will respond to the Deputy as soon as possible.  In respect of PQ30454, I 
sent a reply to the Deputy on 20th August.
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17/09/2014WRNN00350General Practitioner Services

17/09/2014WRNN004001086. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Roscommon will receive a decision on an application to change GP; the reason 
for the inordinate delay; the reason for the Health Service Executive’s failure to explain the 
delay and to answer previous correspondence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34350/14]

17/09/2014WRNN00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.

17/09/2014WRNN00550Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WRNN006001087. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the renewal 
of medical cards in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34351/14]

17/09/2014WRNN00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRNN00750General Practitioner Services

17/09/2014WRNN008001088. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the Na-
tional Association of General Practitioners in its efforts to allow citizens to receive care in the 
community from adequately resources general practitioners; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34357/14]

17/09/2014WRNN00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I am open to 
receiving the views of any interested party in the development of GP services as a key compo-
nent of the overall health system.

17/09/2014WRNN00950Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRNN010001089. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support a fam-
ily with the fair deal scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34358/14]

17/09/2014WRNN01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRNN01150Hospital Services
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17/09/2014WRNN012001090. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide Beaumont 
Hospital, Dublin 9, with adequate resources in 2014-2015, particularly in its accident and emer-
gency department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34360/14]

17/09/2014WRNN01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRNN01350Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2014WRNN014001091. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the services available for 
young adults with moderate to severe learning disabilities living in Dublin 11. [34368/14]

17/09/2014WRNN01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRNN01550Early Child Care Education

17/09/2014WRNN016001092. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his plans to discontinue from 
2015 the Health Service Executive’s preschool assistance subsidy to support children with 
Down’s syndrome and other disabilities. [34418/14]

17/09/2014WRNN01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Early Childhood Care and Education 
(ECCE) Programme, which is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs, provides for a free pre-school year to eligible children in the year before they 
commence primary school.  The objective of this scheme is to support early learning in a for-
mal setting in advance of starting school.  I understand that certain flexibilities are built into the 
scheme in an effort to accommodate children with special needs, such as an overage exemption, 
or waiver, for children with special needs who do not meet the age criteria and the option to 
avail of the free pre-school year over two years.  

The Health Service Executive has no statutory obligation to provide assistant supports for 
children with special needs wishing to avail of the free pre-school year.  As such, there is no na-
tional HSE policy in relation to the payment of a ‘pre-school assistance subsidy’ as referred to 
by the Deputy.  However, the HSE does work at local level and in partnership with the relevant 
disability service providers to address individual needs as they arise.  In certain locations, where 
resources are available, this may involve the HSE funding the provision of supports to enable 
a child with a disability to attend a mainstream pre-school.  The Deputy is welcome to provide 
more details in relation to this query, which I would then provide to the HSE for investigation 
and direct reply.  

17/09/2014WRNN01750Medical Card Data

17/09/2014WRNN018001093. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the annual number of discretionary medical cards and discretionary general practitioner 
cards revoked on review between 1 July 2011 and 31 May 2014. [34425/14]

17/09/2014WRNN01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
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which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRNN01950Medical Card Data

17/09/2014WRNN020001094. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form the number of discretionary medical cards and discretionary general practitioner cards 
reinstated in June, July and August 2014. [34426/14]

17/09/2014WRNN02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, 
which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRNN02150Hospital Services

17/09/2014WRNN022001095. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with a 
subarachnoid haemorrhage who were treated in the neurosurgical centre in Beaumont Hospital, 
Dublin 9 in 2011, 2012 and 2013 respectively and to date in 2014; the corresponding figure for 
the number of patients with private health insurance in each year concerned; the corresponding 
figure for those with a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34436/14]

17/09/2014WRNN023001097. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of patients in each 
year from 2011 to 2013 and to date in 2014 who had a subarachnoid haemorrhage requiring 
neurosurgical or endovascular treatments who were not transferred to a neurosurgical centre in 
either Cork or Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, due to issues of capacity; the outcome, morbidity-
mortality, for those patients; the steps being taken to ensure that all patients requiring neurosur-
gical or endovascular treatments in a specialist centre will be able to avail of it; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34438/14]

17/09/2014WRNN02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1095 and 
1097 together.

In relation to the detailed information sought by the Deputy, as these are service matters 
they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

17/09/2014WRNN02450Hospital Services

17/09/2014WRNN025001096. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with 
a subarachnoid haemorrhage who were treated in the neurosurgical centre in County Cork in 
2011, 2012 and 2013 respectively and to date in 2014; the corresponding figure for the number 
of patients with private health insurance in each year concerned; the corresponding figure for 
those with a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34437/14]

17/09/2014WRNN02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the detailed information sought 
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by the Deputy, as these are service matters they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1097 answered with Question No. 1095.  

17/09/2014WROO00200Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WROO003001098. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Westmeath. [34444/14]

17/09/2014WROO00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WROO00500Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WROO006001099. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a gen-
eral practitioner visit card in respect of a person (Details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34458/14]

17/09/2014WROO00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WROO00800Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WROO009001100. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding medi-
cal card applications in respect of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34459/14]

17/09/2014WROO01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 1101 answered with Question No. 800.

17/09/2014WROO01200Drug and Alcohol Task Forces
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17/09/2014WROO013001102. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if the drug task forces will 
be asked to draw up new action plans in consultation with their local communities in the near 
future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34517/14]

17/09/2014WROO01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Drug and Alcohol Task Forces play a key 
role in assessing the extent and nature of the drug problem in their areas and coordinating ac-
tion at local level so that there is a targeted response to the drug problem in local communities. 
In line with the National Drugs Strategy,  each Task Force submits an Annual Report to my 
Department.  This includes an annual work plan, setting out the key priorities and actions for 
the coming year on the basis of locally identified needs.  These plans are agreed at Task Force 
level, which includes representation from local communities.

17/09/2014WROO01500National Drugs Strategy Implementation

17/09/2014WROO016001103. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his views on the connection 
between social disadvantage and drug abuse and, in particular, between social disadvantage and 
heroin abuse; his plans for a comprehensive, across government, approach to this issue led by 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34518/14]

17/09/2014WROO01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Drugs Strategy 2009-2016 is a 
cross cutting area of public policy and service delivery.  It is based on a co-ordinated approach 
across many Government Departments and Agencies in conjunction with the Community and 
Voluntary sectors and I intend that this approach will continue.

The overall objective of the Strategy is to tackle the harm caused to individuals and society 
by the misuse of drugs through a concerted focus on the five pillars of supply reduction, preven-
tion, treatment, rehabilitation and research.  Periodic reviews of progress across the pillars of 
the Strategy are carried out through the Oversight Forum on Drugs which I chair and these are 
posted on my Department’s website. 

The link between social disadvantage and problem drug use, in particular heroin use, is 
acknowledged in the National Drugs Strategy.  However,  the Strategy also recognises that 
problem drug use by an individual, or a group of people, is rarely caused by a single factor.  
Instead, the interplay between multiple conditions and factors that put an individual at risk of 
using or developing problems with drugs influences the experience or outcome. These complex 
or interlinked factors will vary between communities and individuals.

In recent years, the nature and scale of the drug problem has changed, due to the increas-
ing geographic dispersal of problem drug use,  the wider prevalence of polydrug use and the 
emergence of new psychoactive substances.  The response of the HSE has involved the re-
orientation of its addiction services towards polydrug issues, using a 4-tiered model approach 
as a national framework through which to deliver services.  Solid progress is being made with a 
reduction in waiting times for access to services particularly outside the Dublin area, increased 
availability of  places in rehabilitation programmes as well as the continued expansion of the 
pharmacy needle exchange programme.  This work is being complemented by greater focus 
on integrated care plans for individuals backed up by more co-ordinated inter-agency working.

17/09/2014WROO01800Home Help Service Provision

17/09/2014WROO019001104. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite additional 
home help hours in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [34587/14]

17/09/2014WROO02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WROO02100Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WROO022001105. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will review a medical card 
application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34589/14]

17/09/2014WROO02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WROO02400Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WROO025001106. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health when a discretionary medical 
card will be restored to a person (details supplied) in County Mayo. [34590/14]

17/09/2014WROO02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WROO02700Nursing Staff Provision

17/09/2014WROO028001107. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of staff nurse posi-
tions that were vacant as of 8 September 2014 in each public and voluntary hospital; the number 
of these positions filled by locums; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34595/14]

17/09/2014WROO02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WROO03000Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WROO031001108. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical card was with-
drawn without notification in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34598/14]

17/09/2014WROO03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WROO03300Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WROO034001109. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
waiting list for elective surgery at Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin, Dublin; the num-
bers on the waiting list; the average waiting time; if further resources will be provided to in-
crease the number of operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34599/14]

17/09/2014WROO03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the detailed query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to 
him directly.

17/09/2014WROO03600Dental Services Provision

17/09/2014WROO037001110. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a dental ap-
pointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34610/14]

17/09/2014WROO03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE 
provides orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s 
access to orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is 
given to patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query 
raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WROO03900General Practitioner Services

17/09/2014WROO040001111. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medi-
cal appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34618/14]

17/09/2014WROO04100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WROO04200Ambulance Service Provision

17/09/2014WROO043001112. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health with regard to the reviews of 
the National Ambulance Service, if the National Capacity Review, the Health Information and 
Quality Authority audit and review and the Health Service Executive special performance and 
quality review have been completed; if not, when he expects them to be completed; if each 
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review will be published in full; the changes to be made to the current arrangements for emer-
gency ambulance services as a result of these reviews; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34639/14]

17/09/2014WROO04400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is my understanding that the three re-
views of the pre-hospital emergency care system currently underway will be completed before 
the end of the year. While it would be premature at this stage to speculate on  the outcome of 
the reviews, I am confident that these reviews will contribute to the development of a modern, 
properly resourced, clinically driven service which will provide appropriate and timely ambu-
lance services for the benefit of patients. 

17/09/2014WROO04500Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/09/2014WROO046001113. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a wheelchair will be 
provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34646/14]

17/09/2014WROO04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WROO04800Home Help Service Provision

17/09/2014WROO049001114. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if urgent home help will 
be provided in the case of persons (details supplied) in County Kildare, who both have special 
needs and suffer from Cowden’s syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34647/14]

17/09/2014WROO05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1115 answered with Question No. 761.

17/09/2014WROO05200Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WROO053001116. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Clare who is wheelchair bound and suffers from spina bifida, neurogenic 
bladder, chronic kidney disease with reflux nephropathy and anaemia has been refused a discre-
tionary medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34698/14]

17/09/2014WROO05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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17/09/2014WROO05500Early Child Care Education

17/09/2014WROO056001117. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to an application submitted by the Health Service Executive for additional pre-school assistance 
to his Department in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; his views on 
whether three hours’ assistance is sufficient in this case; if he will sanction funding for addi-
tional hours for this person in view of the personal circumstances outlined; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34699/14]

17/09/2014WROO05700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Early Childhood Care and Education 
(ECCE) Programme, which is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs, provides for a free pre-school year to eligible children in the year before they 
commence primary school.  The objective of this scheme is to support early learning in a for-
mal setting in advance of starting school.  I understand that certain flexibilities are built into the 
scheme in an effort to accommodate children with special needs, such as an overage exemption, 
or waiver, for children with special needs who do not meet the age criteria and the option to 
avail of the free pre-school year over two years.  

The Health Service Executive has no statutory obligation to provide assistant supports for 
children with special needs wishing to avail of the free pre-school year.  However, the HSE does 
work at local level and in partnership with the relevant disability service providers to address 
individual needs as they arise.  This is done, for example, by funding special pre-schools that 
cater specifically for children with disabilities.  In some cases at local level, disability services 
have also facilitated children with disabilities to attend mainstream pre-schools by providing 
assistant supports where possible and where resources are available.

In general terms, the HSE’s role in supporting children with disabilities involves it work-
ing in close co-operation with the disability service providers that it funds, with the education 
sector, with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and with the parents and families 
of the children in question.  However, there is a need to strengthen these arrangements.  At a 
national level, a dedicated Cross-Sectoral Team, comprising representatives of my Department, 
the HSE, the Department of Education and Skills and the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs plays a key role in fostering greater collaboration on children’s disability issues and 
to build on the cross-sectoral working arrangements that are already in place.  A sub group of 
this Cross-Sectoral Team has been set up to examine the issues around the integration of chil-
dren with disabilities into mainstream pre-school settings, building on previous analysis in this 
area.  Representatives of the Departments of Health, Children and Youth Affairs, Education 
and Skills, the Health Service Executive and of the City and County Childcare Committees are 
members of this group and it is chaired by the Department of Health.  The issue of supports for 
children with disabilities in mainstream pre-school settings is being looked by this sub-group. 

Within this context, I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy  in respect of the 
individual case that he has raised.

17/09/2014WROO05800Industrial Relations

17/09/2014WROO059001118. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on the 
efforts to address the issue of sleepover duty which extends the working hours for some staff 
members in health care facilities beyond the statutory 48 hours; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34700/14]

17/09/2014WROO06000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This issue was considered at a Labour Court 
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hearing on Thursday, 11th September, 2014.  It is expected that the Labour Court Recommenda-
tion will be received shortly.

17/09/2014WROO06100Mental Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WROO062001119. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the progress on the 50 bed acute 
unit for mental health services in County Galway; and if provision is being made to have the 
requisite number of personnel available to staff the unit which is an important addition to health 
services in the west. [34707/14]

17/09/2014WROO06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WROO06400Medical Card Eligibility

17/09/2014WROO065001120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason a GP visit 
card was provided instead of medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; if a financial breakdown of the decision can be furnished to the applicant who was not 
informed why such decision was made when he had a medical card previously; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34710/14]

17/09/2014WROO06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WROO06700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WROO068001121. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when assistance under the 
nursing home support scheme will be made available to a person (details supplied) in County 
Galway; the reason for the delay in issuing this funding; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34712/14]

17/09/2014WROO06900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WROO07000Pension Provisions

17/09/2014WROO071001122. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of retired 
home help workers who are on a waiting list to have their pension entitlements granted; his 
plans to expedite this process; the time a person on average has to wait for the application to be 
processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34718/14]

17/09/2014WROO07200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this relates to an operational matter, I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.
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17/09/2014WROO07300Proposed Legislation

17/09/2014WROO074001123. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the progress to date on the 
autism Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34726/14]

17/09/2014WROO07500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In March 
2013, a Private Members Bill entitled the Autism Bill 2012 was debated and passed Second 
Stage in the Dail. The Bill, as introduced, makes provision for the preparation of an autism 
strategy and a national framework for addressing the specific needs of adults with autism. The 
broad trust of the Bill was accepted by Government and it was not opposed at Second Stage. 
Although the needs of people with autism have received some recognition in recent years, the 
Bill is seen as contributing to a more enlightened and educated public debate.

In the context of the Autism Bill, it is important to note that the Government is already com-
mitted under the National Disability Strategy (NDS) to ensuring that people with autism are 
empowered by policy and programmes to participate meaningfully as citizens in Irish society. 
The NDS is driven by this basic but fundamentally important objective and is the most effec-
tive combination of legislation, policies, institutional arrangements and services to support and 
reinforce equal participation for all people with disabilities.

The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has been examining issues around autism across 
Government Departments in association with the National Disability Authority (NDA).  This 
work by the NDA, which has included consultation with families, will be of significant assis-
tance in informing how best to address the needs of people with ASD, so that we can be sure 
that they are appropriately reflected and included in policies and actions.

17/09/2014WROO07600Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WROO077001124. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Health his views on delays in paying 
the fair deal grants; if the grants will be paid from the date of accommodation; the steps he will 
take to deal with the backlog of applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34727/14]

17/09/2014WROO07800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Questions Nos. 1125 and 1126 answered with Question No. 1015.

17/09/2014WROO08000Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WROO081001127. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that there will 
be no reduction in services provided at a centre (details supplied) in County Cavan; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the importance of the services provided at that centre to a large elderly 
population; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34740/14]

17/09/2014WROO08200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WROO08300Hospital Appointments Administration
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17/09/2014WROO084001128. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health when a surgical appointment will 
take place in respect of a person (details supplied); if this appointment will be expedited; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34744/14]

17/09/2014WROO08500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

 Question No. 1129 answered with Question No. 1067.

17/09/2014WRPP00300Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WRPP004001130. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a nurs-
ing home placement in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34762/14]

17/09/2014WRPP00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRPP00600National Lottery Funding Disbursement

17/09/2014WRPP007001131. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health if he will provide informa-
tion on the level of funding and the source of the funding to elderly/senior citizens organisa-
tions, both on a national, county and local level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34767/14]

17/09/2014WRPP00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department administers a National 
Lottery Discretionary Fund from which once-off grants are paid to community and voluntary 
organisations, providing a range of health related services. If an organisation wishes to make 
an application for National Lottery Funding they should send in a formal application. Detailed 
procedures along with the application form are set out on the Department’s website at www.
health.gov.ie. The closing date for applications this year was 31 July 2014.

I have requested the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with regard 
to the funding it provides in relation to such organisations.

17/09/2014WRPP00900Hospital Consultants Recruitment

17/09/2014WRPP010001132. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
recruitment of children’s orthopaedic surgeons nationally; the number employed by location; if 
in view of the unacceptable waiting times for such children’s operations the way in which treat-
ment elsewhere may be purchased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34772/14]

17/09/2014WRPP01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this relates to an operational matter, I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRPP01200Universal Health Insurance Provision

17/09/2014WRPP013001133. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the revised timing for 
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the introduction of universal health insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34776/14]

17/09/2014WRPP01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government remains committed to the 
health reform programme, in particular the objective of a single-tier health system and to this 
end published the White Paper on Universal Health Insurance in April of this year. My Depart-
ment initiated a consultation process on the White Paper following its publication. An indepen-
dent analysis of the submissions is underway and I expect to receive this report later this month.

My Department has also initiated a major costing exercise to estimate the cost of UHI for 
households and the Exchequer and is working closely with the ESRI and the Health Insurance 
Authority and initial costings should be available in early 2015.

Recently I suggested that the target date of 2019 for the implementation of UHI may be too 
ambitious. The independent thematic analysis of submissions  from the consultation process on 
the White Paper and the results of the major costing exercise on UHI will assist in charting a 
realistic course towards the objective of a universal, single-tier health service. 

I am committed to the objective of universal primary care as a key building block for a uni-
versal healthcare system. The first priority in this area is the phased introduction of a universal 
GP service for the entire population. Other key healthcare reforms which are being implement-
ed include the establishment of hospital groups and the ongoing rollout of Money Follows The 
Patient.

17/09/2014WRPP01500Programme for Government Priorities

17/09/2014WRPP016001134. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his policy ambitions for the 
remainder of the Government term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34777/14]

17/09/2014WRPP01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As I said on my appointment, for the re-
mainder of this Government’s term of Office I will concentrate on achieving a small number of 
realistic goals while laying the ground work for further Health reform.

Firstly, I want to achieve a realistic budget for the Department. That will allow for the main-
tenance of the existing level of services and for some improvements.

After securing a budget, I will focus on introducing universal GP care without fees. The leg-
islation to extend it to under 6s is in place and the legislation to extend it to the over 70s should 
be in place by the end of the year.

I also want to continue the work of my predecessor Minister Reilly in further developing 
and building the Hospital Groups by putting in place Boards, CEOs and Senior Management 
Teams and the developments of strategic plans.

I also want to take an active role in promoting healthy living. Changes in lifestyle can pre-
vent many diseases such as diabetes, heart disease and lung disease. 

Other priorities for the remainder of the Government term include the following:

1. Stabilise cost of health insurance

2. Reduce cost of medicines

3. Retaining doctors and nurses
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4. Five Major Capital Projects 

5. Delayed Discharges 

6. Universal Patient Registration.

17/09/2014WRPP01800Prescription Charges

17/09/2014WRPP019001135. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
prescription charges for persons (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34782/14]

17/09/2014WRPP02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE is 
responsible for the administration of the General Medical Services Scheme, therefore, this mat-
ter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRPP02100Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRPP022001136. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he has given consideration to 
developing or supporting a social farming scheme or schemes (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34790/14]

17/09/2014WRPP02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I am familiar 
with the Social Farming Across Borders project, as I met with the organisation involved on 27 
May last.

The Deputy will be aware that this pilot project was funded by the EU and involved various 
agencies, on a partnership basis, in the educational, rural development, and health and personal 
social services spheres. The HSE was supportive of this pilot project through the provision of 
local expertise and advice in relation to mental health or disability service issues. 

Arising from the meeting in May, it was agreed that Social Farming Across Borders would 
review the outcomes of the pilot project and consider all issues surrounding sustainability of 
the concept, including possible or appropriate future funding sources. This review might lead 
to submission of a detailed Business Case to the HSE for the Executive’s consideration, in light 
of its service priorities and overall resource availability. This would include consideration by 
the Executive of  its existing, or planned, community-based initiatives of a similar nature to 
enhance mental health or disability services generally.

In the circumstances, it would be matter for the organisation to pursue this issue with the 
HSE. The Executive will keep the Department of Health informed of any developments.

17/09/2014WRPP02400Alcohol Pricing

17/09/2014WRPP025001137. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health in the context of budget 2015, 
if he will bring proposals to cabinet to tackle the problem of alcohol misuse, in particular the 
below cost selling of alcohol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34801/14]

17/09/2014WRPP02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Addressing the price of alcohol is an im-
portant component of any long-term strategic approach to tackling alcohol misuse.  There is a 
link between consumption and harm and evidence that affordability is one of the drivers of in-
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creased consumption.  The Government has approved an extensive package of measures to deal 
with alcohol misuse, to be incorporated in a Public Health (Alcohol) Bill.  These measures are 
based on the recommendations contained in the Steering Group Report on a National Substance 
Misuse Strategy, 2012.  The package of measures to be implemented will include provision for 
minimum unit pricing, regulation of the marketing and advertising of alcohol, regulation of 
sports sponsorship, structural separation of alcohol from other products in mixed trading outlets 
and labelling of alcohol products.  Work on developing a framework for the necessary Depart-
ment of Health legislation is continuing and is hoped to publish a General Scheme of a Bill in 
the Autumn.  

The Government has decided that minimum unit pricing is the most effective policy mea-
sure to deal with the sale of alcohol at cheap prices.  Minimum unit pricing is a mechanism of 
imposing a statutory floor in price levels per gram of alcohol that must be legally observed by 
retailers in both the on and off trade sector.  This is a targeted measure, designed to prevent the 
sale of alcohol at very cheap prices.  It is mainly aimed at those who are higher risk, such as 
adolescents and people who have a harmful and hazardous alcohol consumption pattern. 

17/09/2014WRPP02700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRPP028001138. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the current waiting time 
and the efforts being made to reduce this waiting time for funding to be allocated under the fair 
deal scheme, once an application has been approved; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34808/14]

17/09/2014WRPP02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRPP03000Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WRPP031001139. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the delays to those in need of urgent orthopaedic procedures of 12 months in a hospital 
(details supplied); the efforts being made to reduce this waiting time for those who are in urgent 
need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34809/14]

17/09/2014WRPP03200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.

17/09/2014WRPP03300Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

17/09/2014WRPP034001140. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to include paediatric 
IBD on the long term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34827/14]
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17/09/2014WRPP03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Long 
Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 1970 (as 
amended). Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions covered 
by the LTI Scheme, which are as follows: Acute Leukaemia; Mental handicap; Cerebral Palsy; 
Mental Illness (in a person under 16); Cystic Fibrosis; Multiple Sclerosis; Diabetes Insipidus; 
Muscular Dystrophies; Diabetes Mellitus; Parkinsonism; Epilepsy; Phenylketonuria; Haemo-
philia; Spina Bifida; Hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. There 
are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

Under the provisions of the Health Acts, medical cards are provided to persons who are, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive (HSE), unable without undue hardship to arrange 
GP services for themselves and their dependants. In the assessment process, the HSE can take 
into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.

17/09/2014WRPP03600Hospital Groups

17/09/2014WRPP037001141. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the procedures followed in the 
establishment of the hospital groups; the person who decided on the constituent hospitals for 
each group; if he is satisfied with the present composition of such groups; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34829/14]

17/09/2014WRPP03800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The establishment of Hospital Groups was 
committed to in Future Health: A Strategic Framework for Reform of the Health Service 2012-
2015 and is a key building block in delivering on the Programme for Government commitment 
to fundamentally reform our health services.  Following Government approval, the Minister 
published two reports in May 2013: the Report on The Establishment of Hospital Groups as 
a transition to Independent Hospital Trusts, and Securing the Future of Smaller Hospitals: a 
Framework for Development.  The establishment of acute hospitals into a small number of 
groups, each with its own governance and management, will provide an optimum configuration 
for hospital services to deliver high quality, safe patient care in a cost effective manner. 

Recommendations on the formation of specific groups and arrangements for the manage-
ment and governance of all groups were included as part of the report The Establishment of 
Hospital Groups as a transition to Independent Hospital Trust.  This report was based on a 
comprehensive consultation process, as well as a significant number of submissions from stake-
holders and individual citizens. These recommendations were considered and endorsed by a 
Strategic Board that was chaired by Professor Higgins and was composed of representatives 
with national and international expertise in health service delivery, governance and linkages 
with academic institutions.  In May last year both of these reports were submitted to Govern-
ment for consideration and decision and both reports were accepted.

17/09/2014WRPP03900Hospital Accommodation Provision

17/09/2014WRPP040001142. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if, in view of his Department’s 
submission on the Government’s comprehensive review of expenditure, he will confirm that 
there will be no reduction in the number of beds at Cavan General Hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34830/14]
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17/09/2014WRPP04100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department has made a submission to 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform under the Government’s Comprehensive 
Review of Expenditure (CRE) exercise.  This Review exercise is carried out every three to four 
years. The last such Review was completed in 2011. My Department’s CRE submission is cur-
rently under consideration and it would not be appropriate for me to comment in detail on the 
specifics of the submission at this time. In this context, I can confirm that my first priority in 
terms of health service provision is to provide safe and high quality health services across all 
parts of the health sector, including the hospitals sector, and that there are currently no specific 
plans to reduce the number of beds at Cavan General Hospital.

17/09/2014WRPP04200Nursing Staff Provision

17/09/2014WRPP043001143. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when an MS nurse will be ap-
pointed for the mid-west region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34841/14]

17/09/2014WRPP04400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this relates to an operational matter, I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

17/09/2014WRPP04500Medical Card Administration

17/09/2014WRPP046001144. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
regarding his revised plan regarding the roll-out of free general practitioner visit cards for both 
the young and old; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34858/14]

17/09/2014WRPP04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment is committed to the introduction of a universal GP service for the entire population in 
line with the Programme for Government.  As announced in Budget 2014, it was decided to 
commence the roll-out of a universal GP service for the entire population by initially providing 
all children under 6 years with access to a GP service without fees.  The Health (General Prac-
titioner Service) Act 2014, which provides an entitlement for all children aged under 6 to a GP 
service without fees, was passed by the Oireachtas in July 2014.  

On 4th June 2014, a Framework Agreement was concluded between the Department of 
Health, the HSE and the IMO.  The Framework Agreement sets out a process for engagement 
concerning the GMS/GP contract and other publicly funded contracts involving GPs.  Discus-
sions are underway between the Department, the HSE and the IMO under the Agreement in 
relation to the provision of free GP care to children under 6 years.  A number of meetings have 
taken place and further meetings have been scheduled.

When discussions on the contract’s scope and content and fee structure have been conclud-
ed, the setting of the fee rates will be a matter for the Minister for Health, subject to the provi-
sions of legislation and the Framework Agreement.  The aim is to have the phase in respect of 
the under 6’s implemented by the end of this year or early next year, subject to the conclusion 
of discussions between the parties.  This will mean that almost half of the population will have 
access to GP services without fees.  The Government is providing new, additional funding of 
€37 million to meet the cost of this measure which will provide a GP service to approximately 
240,000 children that must currently pay to see a GP.

The Government will prioritise the over 70’s in the next phase of the roll-out of free access 
to GP care.  The Government has approved the drafting of a Bill to provide a GP service with-
out fees for all persons aged 70 years and over. Drafting of the Bill has commenced and is the 
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subject on ongoing interaction between the Department and the Attorney-General’s Office.  The 
expectation is that the Health (General Practitioner Service) (No. 2) Bill 2014 will be published 
shortly. The aim is to have the over 70’s phase implemented this year or early next year, subject 
to the conclusion of discussions between the Department of Health, the HSE and the IMO.  The 
estimated cost is €18 million for 2015.

17/09/2014WRPP04800Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRPP049001145. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the total number of 
new appointments made in his Department and those under his remit since March 2011 to 
date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed during the period. 
[35123/14]

17/09/2014WRPP05000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information requested by the Deputy in 
respect of appointments made in the Department of Health is detailed below:

   New staff appointed in the Department of Health - March 2011 to date
Grade No. appointed
Personal Assistant 6
Personal Secretary 8
Special Advisor 8
Driver 10
Legal Advisor 1
Secretary General 2
Assistant Secretary 1
Chief Nursing Officer 1
Principal Officer 1
Higher Executive Officer 1
Administrative Officer 3
Executive Officer 1
Clerical Officer 2
Total 45

The information relating to appointments in non-commercial State Agencies under the remit 
of my Department is being compiled and will be forwarded separately to the Deputy. The HSE 
has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy in respect of its appointments.

17/09/2014WRPP05100Public Sector Staff Increment Payments

17/09/2014WRPP052001146. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of public sector 
employees under his remit who are subject to a freeze on their increment payment in 2014; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [35136/14]

17/09/2014WRPP05300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have no direct role in this matter, so I have 
asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy’s question directly.

17/09/2014WRPP05400Departmental Staff Career Breaks
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17/09/2014WRPP055001147. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of civil servants, 
public servants and semi-State employees in his Department on career break at the time of the 
Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old positions; of these, the 
number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the number who availed of 
suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their employment; the num-
ber who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after being on redeployment 
lists of over one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35147/14]

17/09/2014WRPP05600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There were no civil servants in my Depart-
ment on a career break at the time of the Haddington Road Agreement who did not return to 
positions in the Department following the end of their career breaks. The information relating 
to staff of non-commercial State Agencies under the remit of my Department is being compiled 
and will be forwarded separately to the Deputy. The HSE has been asked to reply directly to the 
Deputy in respect of its staff.

17/09/2014WRPP05700Medical Card Applications

17/09/2014WRPP058001148. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine a medical card 
renewal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32910/14]

17/09/2014WRPP05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRPP06000Hospital Appointment Status

17/09/2014WRPP061001149. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [32920/14]

17/09/2014WRPP06200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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17/09/2014WRPP06300Medicinal Products Availability

17/09/2014WRPP064001150. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if he intends including 
omacor as medication covered under the medical card scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32926/14]

17/09/2014WRPP06500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Service Executive (HSE) has 
statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products un-
der the community drug schemes in accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for at-
tention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRPP06600Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRPP067001151. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
who are currently on the waiting list to receive botox treatment for migraine; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32935/14]

17/09/2014WRPP067501153. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details 
of the funding available to sufferers of severe migraine to avail of botox treatment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32937/14]

17/09/2014WRPP06800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1151 and 
1153 together.

In relation to the queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to him directly.

17/09/2014WRPP06900Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRPP070001152. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the services available to a 
person who suffers from severe migraine and is currently on a two year public waiting list for 
treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32936/14]

17/09/2014WRPP07100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1153 answered with Question No. 1151.

  Questions Nos. 1154 and 1155 answered with Question No. 772.

17/09/2014WRQQ00250Health Services

17/09/2014WRQQ003001156. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to deaf 
advocacy groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32943/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): This matter 
has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy in respect of 
HSE funding provided to deaf advocacy groups.
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17/09/2014WRQQ00450Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRQQ005001157. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway may be considered for insulin pump therapy; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32945/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ00600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

17/09/2014WRQQ00650Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WRQQ007001158. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive a date for surgery at Tallaght General Hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [32948/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.

17/09/2014WRQQ00850Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2014WRQQ009001159. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Tipperary who is on the emergency surgery list will be operated on; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32951/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy’s query relates to a service 
matter, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him. 

  Question No. 1160 answered with Question No. 1043.

17/09/2014WRQQ01150Medicinal Products Licensing

17/09/2014WRQQ012001161. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given to 
allowing L-carntine to be recognised as a medication rather than a food supplement; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32953/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under EU 
legislation, L-carnitine is one of the ingredients which can be added to foods for particular nu-
tritional purposes. Foods presented with certain ingredients must comply with EU Regulation 
(EC) No. 953/2009 on the substances that may be added for specific nutritional purposes in 
such foods.  These substances have first to be evaluated by the European Food Safety Authority 
before they can be considered for inclusion on the list of approved substances.  
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This does not mean however, that other products containing L-carnitine could not be recog-
nised as medicines. 

Under European and Irish legislation, before a medicine can be placed on the Irish market 
the manufacturer has to seek an authorisation from the Health Product Regulatory Authority 
(HPRA) or in the case of certain medicinal products, the European Medicines Agency (EMA). 
To be classified as a medicine, the product has to make a medicinal claim. Clinical data to sup-
port the medicinal claim is required and the product has to meet the requirements of medicines 
legislation.

HPRA has advised that there is currently no application from a manufacturer seeking an 
authorisation under the medicines legislation.

17/09/2014WRQQ01350Health Services Provision

17/09/2014WRQQ014001162. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a gall stones 
procedure in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford [32973/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.

17/09/2014WRQQ01550Medical Card Appeals

17/09/2014WRQQ016001163. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if he will reinstate a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) [32974/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

17/09/2014WRQQ01750Military Aircraft Landings

17/09/2014WRQQ018001164. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on 
whether a military air display from the United States military is appropriate for any sporting 
event; the role his Department played in granting permission for this air display over Croke 
Park, Dublin, on 30 August 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34054/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ019001201. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on 
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whether the decision to permit the entry of the United States military to the State’s airspace on 
30 August 2014 for the purposes of an air display at a sporting event compromises the Govern-
ment’s position of military non-alignment. [34056/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ02000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1164 and 1201 together. 

Permission was sought for two US aircraft to fly over Croke Park in the context of the open-
ing ceremonies on 30 August for the 2014 Croke Park Classic.  This event gave a significant 
boost to tourism and provided a unique opportunity to showcase Ireland and encourage trade, 
investment and closer business collaboration between Ireland and Florida and Pennsylvania 
and, in turn, support jobs on both sides of the Atlantic.

The Air Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) Order 1952 gives the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs primary responsibility for the regulation of activity by foreign military aircraft in Ire-
land.  The procedure for dealing with all requests of this nature is that the Embassy of the coun-
try in question submits a request for permission to my Department.

As part of the decision-making process the Department circulates these requests to relevant 
government Departments and agencies; input received is reflected in the responses issued by 
my Department.  In this case, the US Embassy submitted a diplomatic note to the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade seeking approval for the two aircraft to enter Irish airspace in the 
context of the Croke Park Classic opening ceremonies.  The request was processed in accor-
dance with these established procedures.  In addition, my Department also consulted with the 
Gaelic Athletic Association.

The request was approved subject to a number of conditions which were outlined in the re-
ply that issued to the Embassy.  Clearance was granted on the basis that the aircraft would carry 
no arms, ammunition or explosives, would not engage in intelligence gathering and would not 
form part of any military exercise or operation.  

Officials separately informed the Embassy of a number of technical and operational matters 
which had been brought to the Department’s attention by the Irish Aviation Authority and they 
directed the Embassy to contact the Safety Regulator of the Irish Aviation Authority to follow 
up on the technical arrangements for the flyover. 

The decision to grant permission for this flyover is consistent with past practice.  Permission 
for this category of aircraft to enter Irish airspace has previously been granted with a view to 
facilitating their participation in public events such as airshows.

I am satisfied that the circumstances and conditions under which permission was granted 
were appropriate in the context of the Croke Park Classic opening ceremonies and did not in 
any way compromise Ireland’s policy of military neutrality.

17/09/2014WRQQ02050Undocumented Irish in the USA

17/09/2014WRQQ021001165. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the additional 
steps he intends taking to regularise the situation of undocumented Irish living in the United 
States; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33003/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ022001212. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the contact 
he has had with members of the US Congress in relation to the immigration reform legislation; 
the timescale he envisages for the completion of this legislation; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [34667/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ02300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1165 and 1212 together. 

This has been, and will remain, a key priority for the Government in our bilateral relation-
ship with the United States. Through our Embassy in Washington and our Consulates through-
out the U.S., we are working closely with many other individuals and groups across Irish Amer-
ica and beyond, such as ILIR, the Chicago Celts for Immigration Reform and the AOH, towards 
achieving some relief for undocumented Irish migrants in the United States and improved chan-
nels for legal migration between Ireland and America.

Following the bipartisan U.S. Senate bill last year, and despite extensive combined efforts 
at Government, Embassy and Irish-American community levels, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, has not yet taken action in this regard. As a result, President Obama and his Administra-
tion have been looking at the scope for action on immigration via executive authority. While he 
had set a target of making decisions “by the end of the summer”, President Obama announced 
on September 6 that he would delay any such action until after the November U.S. elections.

I am conscious that many within the Irish-American community will be disappointed by this 
latest development. The extent and nature of any action that the U.S. Administration will be 
ready to take remains to be seen and the legal and political terrain involved is highly complex 
and there is clearly no guarantee as to the outcome that can be achieved via executive action.  
However, the Government will continue to work resolutely for some progress possible over 
the coming months from which currently undocumented Irish migrants in the U.S. and their 
families can benefit. 

I will visit Washington D.C. at the end of September and intend to pursue further discus-
sions on the matter with the U.S. Administration during that visit. 

17/09/2014WRQQ02350Consular Services Provision

17/09/2014WRQQ024001166. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps taken 
by his Department to provide assistance to a person (details supplied) an Irish citizen detained 
in Egypt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33050/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ025001182. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the posi-
tion regarding the case of a person (details supplied) who is being detained in Egypt; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33367/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ026001189. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will report 
on the latest position of a person (details supplied) who is detained in Egypt; and the efforts that 
his Department has made to seek their release. [33510/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ027001193. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
extent to which he and his EU colleagues continue to assist in the secure release of a person 
(details supplied) who is an Irish citizen imprisoned in Egypt; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33592/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ028001209. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the actions 
he has taken over the summer recess to ensure the human rights of a person (details supplied) 
have been upheld; when the Irish Consulate in Egypt last visited the person; and the actions that 
have been taken to ensure the person has access to their legal representatives and medical care. 
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[34417/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ02900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1166, 1182, 1189, 1193 and 1209 together.

My Department and the Irish Embassy in Cairo continue to provide consular assistance to 
this individual and close consular support to his family, both in Ireland and in Egypt.

I have taken a close personal interest in the case. I have met with the family concerned and 
have had a number of phone calls and contacts with the Egyptian Foreign Minister, Minister 
Shoukry, in this regard. In those contacts, I have asked that the charges against this individual 
be reviewed, and that he be released and permitted to return home to Ireland. The considered 
and persistent actions taken to date by the Embassy in Cairo and officials in my Department 
have also been in pursuit of that objective, and to support this individual’s welfare and well-
being while he remains in detention.

I raised this case with the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
Ms. Catherine Ashton at the recent Gymnich meeting of Foreign Ministers on 29 and 30 August 
2014.  

This is a difficult case in a complex and challenging context. While Ireland cannot interfere 
with the judicial process in Egypt, our concern at the continued and lengthy period of detention 
has been raised with the Egyptian authorities in a clear and sustained manner, as has the criti-
cal importance of due process in this case. I have also emphasised that this individual was only 
seventeen when the alleged offences took place. It is the Government’s view that this individual 
should not be tried as part of a group trial involving a large number of defendants and on the 
basis of group charges, but solely on the basis of specific evidence. 

The Embassy of Ireland in Cairo has been in sustained and direct contact with the Egyptian 
authorities in relation to the case, and contacts have included numerous meetings at Ambassa-
dorial level with senior officials from the Foreign Ministry, Ministry of Justice, and the office 
of the Prosecutor General.  Consular officials, including the Irish Ambassador to Egypt Isolde 
Moylan, have visited this person on 24 separate occasions. The Ambassador and Consul from 
the Embassy also attended what was to have been an initial hearing in the case on 12 August. 
Diplomats from the Embassy have also met with his lawyer to discuss the case. 

On 6 August 2014 this individual was moved from the prison where he had previously been 
held. During a visit by a representative of the Embassy on 19 August, he raised concerns with 
the Embassy about his treatment and conditions at the prison. Following representations by the 
Embassy, on 20 August he was moved to a separate section of the prison which we are satisfied 
has more favourable conditions and a better environment for the individual.  Consular officials 
of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Dublin have met with family representatives 
on nine separate occasions and continue to keep the family updated and provide consular as-
sistance.

The EU Special Representative for Human Rights, Mr. Stavros Lambrinidis raised this case 
with the then Egyptian Foreign Minister, Nabil Fahmy, and the Prosecutor General, Hisham 
Barakat, during his visit to Cairo in February 2014.

My predecessor the then Tánaiste, Eamon Gilmore TD, raised this case with the EU High 
Representative Catherine Ashton at the Foreign Affairs Council in Luxembourg on 23 June 
2014.  This followed a letter from the then Tánaiste to Lady Ashton on 9 May 2014.  Also, the 
then Tánaiste raised concerns at this person’s detention with the then Egyptian Foreign Minis-
ter, Nabil Fahmy, on 11 November and 23 December 2013.   
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The then Minister of State for European Affairs, Paschal Donohoe TD, also raised the case 
in person with High Representative Ashton at the Foreign Affairs Council meeting in Brussels 
on 12 May 2014.   

In March 2014, the former Minister for Justice, Alan Shatter TD wrote to the then Egyptian 
Minister for Justice Abdel-Moneim Othman, raising the Government’s concerns at the indi-
vidual’s continued detention.

Together with Ambassador Moylan and consular officials in my Department I will continue 
to seek a review of his case, his release and return to his family and, in the meantime, to provide 
all possible consular assistance to this individual and his family.

17/09/2014WRQQ02950Human Rights Issues

17/09/2014WRQQ030001167. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his position 
regarding prisoners’ rights and freedom of expression and protest in Egypt; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33051/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ03100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland has made 
clear on a number of occasions its continued strong concerns over the human rights situation 
in Egypt under a wide variety of headings.  These concerns are widely shared by our European 
partners and have been repeatedly stressed by the EU and individual Member States, including 
Ireland, as central concerns in the future development of our relations with Egypt.

Ireland intervened at the UN Human Rights Council to express these concerns yesterday, 
indicating our continued concerns over arbitrary detention, selective justice and respect for the 
rule of law, impunity in cases of civilian deaths at the hands of the security forces and sexual 
abuse and violence against prisoners, as well as proposed new measures to restrict the freedom 
of civil society. Many of these issues were also raised in the separate EU statement delivered 
during the same debate.

I have also raised our concerns directly with Egyptian Foreign Minister Shoukry in a phone 
conversation I had with him on Monday 14 July, stressing the importance we attach to uphold-
ing basic rights such as the freedom of expression and the rights of a free press. I also set out 
our strong concerns in respect of the case of Ibrahim Halawa.

Egypt’s new constitution provides guarantees for the fundamental rights of its people which 
the Egyptian courts, regrettably, do not appear to have fully recognised in a number of recent 
verdicts. This is deeply worrying to those of us who wish to support Egypt and the Egyptian 
people in their ongoing difficult transition to democracy. It is a message which continues to 
be clearly communicated in our ongoing contacts with the Egyptian authorities, both here and 
through our Embassy in Cairo.   

17/09/2014WRQQ03150Foreign Conflicts

17/09/2014WRQQ032001168. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he is 
satisfied that sufficient measures have been taken to comply with the Phase 2 sanctions imposed 
at EU level on the Russian Federation; and if all State agencies have reviewed and withdrawn 
from any engagement with the listed persons or companies. [33089/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ03300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): At their extraordi-
nary meeting on 6 March, EU Heads of State and Government set out a three-phase road map 
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providing for progressively more punitive EU measures against the Russian Federation in view 
of its action in destabilising the situation in Ukraine.  It was agreed at that meeting to suspend 
talks with Russia on visa liberalisation and on a new agreement to underpin bilateral relations 
as part of the first phase of measures.  At its meeting on 17 March, the Foreign Affairs Council 
implemented the second phase of measures envisaged by the EU Heads of State and Govern-
ment, namely travel restrictions and an asset freeze against named individuals responsible for 
actions which undermine or threaten the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of 
Ukraine.

In the period since then, successive meetings of the Foreign Affairs Council have added new 
names to the list of those subject to a visa ban and asset freeze. In light of the deteriorating secu-
rity situation in Eastern Ukraine, the Foreign Affairs Council on 12 May agreed to a broadening 
of Phase 2 measures to include companies based in Crimea which are deemed to have benefitted 
from its illegal annexation by the Russian Federation. 

To date, 119 individuals and 23 entities have been targeted by Phase 2 measures.

My Department liaises closely with all relevant stakeholders, including the Department 
of Finance, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Justice and 
Equality and the Central Bank, who are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of 
sanctions domestically.

I am satisfied that all necessary measures to comply with our obligations in relation to Phase 
2 sanctions are being taken.

17/09/2014WRQQ03350Human Rights Issues

17/09/2014WRQQ034001169. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
place on the record the Government’s welcome for the Russian Federation’s release of politi-
cal prisoners Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev last year; if he will urge the Russian 
Federation to also immediately and unconditionally release all remaining political prisoners; 
and his views on the imprisonment for more than 11 years of Alexey Pichugin as he marks his 
52nd birthday on July 25. [33090/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ03500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The release from 
prison of Mikhail Khodorkovsky in December 2013, followed a month later by the release of 
his business partner Platon Lebedev, was welcomed by EU High Representative Catherine Ash-
ton, on behalf of the Union at the time.  The Government fully shares this position. I would also 
recall that over the last 10 years, the EU had continuously expressed its concerns about alleged 
violations in their trials and had raised their cases with Russian interlocutors on a number of 
occasions, including at the regular EU-Russia Human Rights Consultations. The EU has con-
sistently called on Russia to pursue its reforms towards establishing a transparent, independent 
and reliable judicial system and to uphold its commitments to human rights, the rule of law and 
non-discrimination, ensuring the respect for the freedom of assembly, association and expres-
sion. I support fully these calls. Alexey Pichugin is currently serving life imprisonment in the 
Russian Federation for a number of serious crimes. In 2003, Mr. Pichugin made an application 
to the European Court of Human Rights disputing the basis for his detention, trial and imprison-
ment. In its judgment of 18 March 2013, the Court found that Mr. Pichugin’s rights under the 
European Convention on Human Rights to liberty and fair trial had been violated. 

I understand that Mr. Pichugin’s case is currently before the Committee of Ministers, which 
is responsible for the execution of the Court’s judgments, for supervision. Our Permanent Rep-
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resentation to the Council of Europe in Strasbourg will follow developments in this case close-
ly.  Ireland plays an active role at Committee of Ministers human rights meetings, and has called 
on Russia to implement in good time particular judgments of the Courts. Together with other 
like-minded countries, we are also working to improve supervision of execution of judgments, 
in the context of ongoing reform of the European Court of Human Rights.

17/09/2014WRQQ03550Human Rights Issues

17/09/2014WRQQ036001170. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps 
his Department is, or has taken, to highlight the situation of the Rohingya people in Burma; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33091/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ03700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Irish Embassy 
in Vietnam, which is accredited to Myanmar/Burma, closely monitors this issue, and, in Sep-
tember 2013, Ambassador Damien Cole travelled to Rakhine state to assess the situation on the 
ground.  Most recently, the Ambassador visited Naypyidaw on 23 May 2014 and met with the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs.  At that meeting he expressed Ireland’s concerns about the situa-
tion of the Rohingya people in Rakhine state and humanitarian access to the region.

Ireland is committed to the pursuit of progress on human rights in Myanmar/Burma. To-
wards this end, Ireland will support, this autumn, at the upcoming session of the UN General 
Assembly Third Committee, a resolution raising concerns about the human rights situation in 
Myanmar/Burma.

The Government continues to closely follow the situation of the Rohingya people in Myan-
mar/Burma and has called on the Government of Myanmar/Burma to address the underlying 
causes of ethnic tensions in Rakhine State - between the ethnically distinct Muslim Rohingya 
population and the Buddhist Rakhine population - and guarantee respect for human rights and 
the rule of law for all people in Myanmar/Burma. 

Ireland calls for more investment in early recovery and support for livelihood opportunities 
for both communities. Economic integration and interdependency can be a vehicle for coopera-
tion and peace between the communities. A longer-term Government strategy for rehabilitation 
and reconciliation is required.

At the Foreign Affairs Council on 12 May 2014, EU Foreign Ministers approved the es-
tablishment of a formal EU-Myanmar Human Rights Dialogue. The first such Dialogue took 
place in Myanmar/Burma on 20 May. Discussions there touched on most topics of concern, in 
particular discrimination, hate speech and inter-communal violence against the Rohingyas in 
Rakhine, and in other parts of Myanmar. It also focused on political prisoners, land and labour 
rights, freedom of expression, and cooperation with international Human Rights mechanisms 
and in multilateral fora. 

At the dialogue, the EU stressed that continued efforts to achieve ethnic peace and to end 
discrimination and violence in Rakhine State were absolutely key for the success of Myanmar/
Burma’s continued transition to democracy. The EU encouraged the Myanmar/Burma govern-
ment to address the underlying causes of inter-communal violence, including the status and 
welfare of the Rohingya and expressed regret that Rohingya could not self identify during the 
recent census. The EU also expressed readiness to cooperate with Myanmar/Burma on initia-
tives which promote inter-communal understanding.

In March 2014, the UN Human Rights Council, of which Ireland is currently a member, ad-
opted an EU-led resolution on the situation of human rights in Myanmar/Burma, and urged the 
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Government of Myanmar/Burma to step up its efforts to put an end to such remaining human 
rights violations and abuses. The resolution reiterated the Council’s serious concern about the 
situation of the Rohingya and other minorities in Rakhine State.

Previously, at the 23rd session of the UN Human Rights Council in May/June of 2013, Ire-
land urged the government there to grant full citizenship rights to the Rohingya in Rakhine, and 
review the 1982 citizenship law.

In relation to the UNHCR’s call for temporary arrangements to be made for the Rohingya 
until the situation stabilises in Rakhine, in 2009, 82 members of the Rohingya community were 
settled in Carlow and 5 others were settled in Dublin. The Rohingya has had only limited ac-
cess to education in refugee and transit camps before arrival in Ireland and are reported to have 
settled well. 

Currently, the EU is providing around 70 million Euro to the people of Rakhine State, most 
of which is used to meet the humanitarian needs of the people of the region. The EU will pro-
vide 688 million Euro in development aid to Myanmar/Burma over the period 2014-2020. The 
EU will also provide over 46 million Euro in funding to neighbouring states that have received 
Rohingya people fleeing from Rakhine due to inter-ethnic violence.

Since 2007, over 7 million Euro has been provided by Irish Aid to NGOs and Irish mission-
aries for both long term development and emergency and recovery responses in Myanmar/Bur-
ma. In December 2013, Ireland announced an additional programme of funding worth 500,000 
Euro for a bilateral development assistance programme in 2013. The same level of funding has 
also been agreed for 2014. Trocaire have also received 425,825 Euro in funding in 2014 from 
Irish Aid under the Humanitarian Programme Plan for Food Security, Livelihood and Protec-
tion assistance programme in Laiza, Kachin State in Myanmar/Burma.

17/09/2014WRQQ03750Foreign Policy

17/09/2014WRQQ038001171. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to Par-
liamentary Questions Nos. 147 to 151, inclusive, of 15 July 2014, the reason there were no 
overflights listed for Russian military aircraft in the past 12 months; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33098/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ03900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The response to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos. 147 to 151, inclusive, of 15 July 2014 set out details of the 
overflights in Irish airspace by foreign military aircraft.  My Department did not receive any 
requests to approve overflights by Russian military aircraft during the period in question.

17/09/2014WRQQ03950Foreign Policy

17/09/2014WRQQ040001172. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if all aircraft 
chartered to armies for transporting troops, munitions or military material should be designated 
as military aircraft and subject to the same restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33099/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ04100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Primary responsi-
bility for the regulation of foreign aircraft depends on whether such aircraft are designated as 
civilian or military.

The regulation of civilian aircraft is governed by the Convention on International Civil 
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Aviation (the Chicago Convention) which came into force on 4 April 1947.  Ireland’s rights and 
obligations under the Convention have been incorporated into Irish law through the Air Naviga-
tion and Transport Act 1946, as amended.  The legislation provides that the Minister for Trans-
port has primary responsibility for the regulation of civilian aircraft, including chartered flights.  

Under the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) 
Order 1973, as amended in 1989, civilian aircraft are prohibited from carrying weapons or mu-
nitions over Ireland or into Irish airports unless they receive an exemption from the Minister for 
Transport.  Before issuing such an exemption, the Department of Transport seeks the advice of 
relevant Government Departments and agencies, including the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade in relation to any foreign policy issues which may arise.

Responsibility for the regulation of activity by foreign military aircraft in Ireland is ac-
corded to the Minister for Foreign Affairs under the Air Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) 
Order 1952.  This Order defines foreign military aircraft (“aircraft used in military service”) 
as “including naval, military and air force aircraft, and every aircraft commanded by a person 
in naval, military or air force service detailed for the purpose shall be deemed to be an aircraft 
used in military service”.  In such cases, the Embassy of the country in question submits a re-
quest for permission to my Department.  As part of the decision-making process the Department 
then circulates these requests to relevant government Departments and agencies, including the 
Department of Transport.  Input received is reflected in the responses issued by my Department.

I am satisfied that the current arrangements, which provide for consultation between the 
Department of Transport and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade are operating satis-
factorily and I do not see a need to review the distinction between civilian and military aircraft.

17/09/2014WRQQ04150Human Rights Issues

17/09/2014WRQQ042001173. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
steps he will take to work with the organisation Church in Chains to help the release of Chris-
tian prisoners in Iran; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33142/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ04300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
works closely with the Church in Chains organisation which is represented on the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade-NGO Standing Committee on Human Rights. 

 The situation of some Christian denominations in Iran, as highlighted by the work of or-
ganisations such as Church in Chains, is a cause of continuing concern. Some other religious 
minorities face similar persecution.  It should be acknowledged however that a number of mi-
nority religious groups, including some Christian denominations, are specifically tolerated and 
protected under the Iranian Constitution.

The UN Secretary General’s report to the UN Human Rights Council in March of this year 
on the subject of human rights in Iran noted there had been no improvements in the situation 
of religious minorities, who continue to face violations of their rights which are entrenched in 
law and in practice.  The UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Iran estimates, in his most 
recent report, that there were, as of January of this year, 307 members of religious minorities 
in detention in Iran, of whom 50 were Christians. He details a worrying pattern of persecution 
faced by Christians and other religious minorities and suggests that converts from Muslim 
backgrounds are most commonly prosecuted. 

Ireland has repeatedly addressed the human rights situation in its bilateral contacts with Iran 
and in the relevant international fora.  Just yesterday, at the UN Human Rights Council, Ireland 
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expressed concerns about the persecution of some Christian and other religious minorities and 
our hope that the stated intention of Iran to improve human rights protection, an intention which 
we welcomed, will include these minority groups. Our concerns are also relayed directly to 
the Iranian Ambassador and Embassy on all appropriate occasions, including most recently at 
senior official level earlier this week.

Similar concerns regarding the plight of religious minorities were also expressed in two sep-
arate statements at the March 2014 session of the Human Rights Council. In addition, my De-
partment is preparing to participate in the upcoming Universal Periodic Review of Iran which 
will take place at the UN Human Rights Council later this year. 

More broadly, recent months have seen a serious deterioration in the situation faced by 
minorities across the wider Middle East region which is cause for great concern. This is most 
obviously evident in the extreme brutality and lawlessness demonstrated by ISIS in neighbour-
ing Iraq and in Syria which is utterly abhorrent and unacceptable. Threats and violence aimed at 
minority communities, including Christians and Yazidis, are intolerable, wherever they occur.

On the broader international plane, Ireland has worked at UN and EU level to promote 
resolutions and actions on the principle of freedom of religious belief, notably during our 2013 
EU Presidency, and now as a current member of the Human Rights Council for the 2013-2015 
term. Freedom of religion or belief is a major priority for Ireland as a Council member and we 
have played a central role in the negotiation of resolutions on this issue. Ireland attaches great 
importance to combatting all forms of discrimination based on religion or belief and incitement 
to religious hatred.

17/09/2014WRQQ04350Trade Agreements

17/09/2014WRQQ044001174. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
express opposition to the EU Preferential Trade Agreement with Israel until it ends the attacks 
on the Palestinian people. [33149/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ04500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The position in 
relation to the EU-Israel Association Agreement has been set out in the Oireachtas by succes-
sive Ministers for Foreign Affairs. The Association Agreement with Israel, and the trade terms 
which are a part of that, are similar to agreements between the EU and  most of its immediate 
neighbours in the Mediterranean and with some countries further afield. We have concerns 
about human rights issues in several of these countries. In other regions, the EU seeks similar 
arrangements thought Partnership and Cooperation Agreements, or even full Free Trade Agree-
ments.  In other words, the ‘preferential’ trade terms referred to by the Deputy are the norm 
towards which the EU works in its international relations generally, and are not in Israel’s case 
any special departure from that norm.

Ireland, and the EU as a whole, have made and will continue to make strong criticisms of 
Israeli policies in relation to the Palestinian people. This has previously included freezing a 
planned enhancement of political relations, which remains the case. 

However, no Irish Government has considered it advisable to advocate the end of the As-
sociation Agreement with Israel and there would be no possibility whatever of securing the 
necessary agreement at EU level for such a step. 

Goods from Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian Territory are excluded from the 
lower tariff rates applying to goods from Israel (and many other countries), and Ireland has been 
instrumental in a number of recent EU actions in underlining the clear distinction between rela-
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tions with Israel itself, and the Israeli settlements to which we are strongly opposed.

17/09/2014WRQQ04550Human Rights Issues

17/09/2014WRQQ046001175. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
urge Israel to stop violence against civilians in Gaza; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33151/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ04700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): During the course 
of the recent Gaza conflict, I repeatedly called for the end of attacks by both sides, and espe-
cially those which were aimed at or led to civilian casualties. I categorically condemned such 
attacks. In view of the very high level of civilian casualties in Gaza, I made clear in particular 
that the level of force being used by Israel could not in any way be regarded as proportionate or 
be justified by self-defence. I also stated that I believed both sides were failing to make every 
effort to avoid civilian casualties.

 These points were made by me repeatedly in public statements, in statements here in the 
Dáil and in the Seanad, and by Irish representatives abroad. Many of these can be found on 
my Department’s website. These views were also reflected in Conclusions adopted by the EU 
Foreign Affairs Council on 22 July and 15 August, following discussions in which I took part. 
Our concerns and views were also conveyed directly to the Israeli Embassy here and by our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv to the Israeli Foreign Ministry. We do not have any direct contacts with 
Hamas.

The renewal of the ceasefire in Gaza through the agreement on 26 August was therefore 
extremely welcome, and unlike earlier attempts, this ceasefire has lasted. In welcoming the 
ceasefire, however, and subsequently, I have stressed that this opportunity must be taken for a 
genuine and concerted political effort to resolve the problems of Gaza, resulting in an end to 
the policy of closures. Otherwise this appalling episode will simply be repeated, and the cycle 
of violence renewed.

17/09/2014WRQQ04750Northern Ireland Issues

17/09/2014WRQQ048001176. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the 
Government has any proposal to draft a White-Green Paper on national reunification (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33153/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ04900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Good Friday 
Agreement, whose values continue to be central to the Government’s approach to Northern 
Ireland, enshrines the principle of self-determination for the people of this island and makes 
provisions for circumstances in which this right can be exercised. To date, these provisions have 
not been activated. The Government’s priority at this time is ensuring that outstanding elements 
of the Good Friday Agreement, such as the provision of a Bill of Rights, Civic Forum and Irish 
Language Act, are fully implemented and that its political institutions not only function, but 
flourish.

17/09/2014WRQQ04950Human Rights Issues

17/09/2014WRQQ050001177. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that a number of organisations have identified 60 countries 
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throughout the world where Christians are persecuted for their religious beliefs; his position on 
this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33177/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ05100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
has received a publication listing 60 countries where Christians are persecuted from Church in 
Chains.  Church in Chains is a member of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade- NGO 
standing Committee on Human Rights which meets 5 times a year.  Ireland strongly condemns, 
and attaches great importance to combatting, all forms of persecution or discrimination based 
on religion or belief and incitement to religious hatred, irrespective of where they occur or who 
are the victims.  We firmly believe in tolerance, non-discrimination, freedom of expression, 
freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief.  

The persecution of Christians and other minorities in the Middle East is a cause for par-
ticularly serious concern. In recent weeks, we have seen the extreme brutality and lawlessness 
demonstrated by ISIS in Iraq and in Syria which is utterly abhorrent and unacceptable. Threats 
and violence aimed at minority communities, including Christians and Yazidis, are intolerable. 

I am extremely concerned for the plight of Christians and other minorities and the threat 
they face from ISIS. Accordingly, Ireland has allocated €1.1 million to the emergency response 
to the conflict and unfolding humanitarian catastrophe, with a focus which includes Christians 
and other minority groups. 

In addition, Ireland presses for effective action to counter the persecution of minorities in all 
relevant international fora, including the EU and UN. 

Ireland is also working within the EU to address these issues, notably with the EU Guide-
lines on Freedom of Religion or Belief adopted during Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union last year.  These Guidelines provide EU officials with an overview of the 
legal and policy framework within which the right to freedom of religion or belief is protected. 
They also elaborate an EU strategy on how to engage with third countries on the right to free-
dom of religion or belief, a strategy which we hope to see bear fruit as we assess the implemen-
tation of the Guidelines.

Ireland stands in solidarity with human rights defenders around the world advocating for 
their right to freedom of religion or belief, and we will continue to work to help to realise a 
world in which this right is respected and protected.

I can assure the Deputy that Ireland will continue to actively support freedom of religion or 
belief across our foreign policy.

17/09/2014WRQQ05150Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRQQ052001178. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 2013 to 31 
December 2013, and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expect-
ed to leave in 2014, and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
leave in 2015, and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016, 
and the annual savings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33205/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ05300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information 
requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

Staff who left the Department in the period 1 July 2013 – 31 December 2013 
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Reason for leaving Number of 
staff

Approx. salary savings from date of 
departure to 31 December 2013€

Retirement 15.6* 246,190
Ministerial Appointees – following 
resignation of Minister of State

6 134,117

Career breaks / Special Leave / Other 9 106,560
Total savings 486,867

Staff who left or are expected to leave the Department in 2014
Reason for leaving Number of staff Approx. salary savings from date of departure to 

31 December 2015€
Retirement 19.2* 873,678
Total savings 873,678

Staff expected to leave the Department in 2015
Reason for leaving Number of staff Approx. salary savings from date of departure to 

31 December 2015€
Retirement 19.2* 873,678
Total savings 873,678

Staff expected to leave the Department in 2016
Reason for leaving Number of staff Approx. salary savings from date of departure to 31 

December 2016€
Retirement 13.8* 347,042
Total savings 347,042

*FTE – Full-time equivalent

The table does not include Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) who are engaged annually 
on fixed-term contracts primarily to assist the Passport Service during the annual peak passport 
demand period.  Nor does it include a number of Interns who are also recruited on fixed-term 
contracts to assist mainly in the sections dealing with Human Rights, Legal, Middle East, Dis-
armament and Irish Aid issues.

17/09/2014WRQQ05350Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRQQ054001179. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual costs 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33222/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ05500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information 
requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

New staff employed in the period 1 July 2013 – 31 December 2013
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Number of staff Grade Approx. salary costs from date of appoint-
ment to 31 December 2013€ 

1 Assistant Legal Advisor 27,324
4 Ministerial Appointee 58,589
3 Development Specialist 36,003
2 Assistant Principal 31,852
1 Third Secretary 11,776
1 Higher Executive Officer 18,771
Total costs - 184,315

New staff employed in 2014
Number of staff Grade Approx. salary costs from date of appoint-

ment to 31 December 2014€

21 Ministerial Appointee 483,978
2 Second  Secretary General 150,856
1 Chief Finance Officer 105,777
2 Development Specialist 77,151
26 Third Secretary 418,740
1 Administrative Officer 24,901
Total costs - 1,261,403

The table does not include Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) who are engaged annually 
on fixed-term contracts primarily to assist the Passport Service during the annual peak passport 
demand period.  Also not included are a number of Interns who are also recruited on fixed-term 
contracts to assist mainly in the sections dealing with Human Rights, Legal, Middle East, Dis-
armament and Irish Aid issues.  Information in respect of 2015 and 2016 is not available at this 
point.  However, it is expected that a number of new Third Secretaries will be engaged as well 
as TCOs for the Passport Service during 2015 and 2016.

17/09/2014WRQQ05550Overseas Development Aid Oversight

17/09/2014WRQQ056001180. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the action 
the Irish Government is taking to ensure Irish aid gets delivered cross-border to those in most 
acute need in opposition controlled areas in Syria [33247/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ057001215. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the level 
of humanitarian aid provided to date in 2014 for Syria and that general region; his propos-
als to provide further humanitarian assistance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34670/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ058001216. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has 
raised at EU Foreign Affairs Council meetings the need for the international community to 
honour the commitments made at the Second International Humanitarian Pledging Conference 
for Syria and that region in relation to humanitarian assistance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34671/14]
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17/09/2014WRQQ05900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1180, 1215 and 1216 together.

The protracted crisis in Syria has resulted in immense humanitarian need. More than 190,000 
people have lost their lives, and there are now over 10.8 million people within the country who 
are in need of immediate life-saving support, 4.7 million of them in areas that are very difficult 
to access. There are a further 3 million Syrian refugees requiring assistance in neighbouring 
countries. 

The operating environment for the provision of humanitarian assistance is volatile and in-
secure. As the humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate, questions persist as to how civil-
ians in urgent need can be reached. Despite the immense constraints, Ireland has been working 
through a variety of channels, including our established UN partners, NGO partners and the 
Red Cross/Red Crescent in Syria, Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan to ensure that Irish aid is deliv-
ered across borders and conflict lines to those in acute need.

The scale and severity of the crisis requires a sustained response from the international com-
munity. Ireland welcomed the adoption of UN Security Council Resolution 2165 on 14 July 
2014, which authorised the delivery of humanitarian aid by the UN and its partners across the 
border into Syria without the consent of the Assad regime. On 28 August, the UN reported that 
for the first time in six months there had been some improvement on humanitarian access to 
Syria as a result of the adoption of this resolution. Monitoring mechanisms are now operational 
at three border crossings in Turkey and Jordan. 

As of 28 August, the UN had sent nine shipments to Syria from neighbouring countries 
pursuant to UN Security Council Resolution 2165. This included seven shipments from Turkey 
and two from Jordan. More shipments are planned this month in close coordination with the UN 
humanitarian team in Damascus. This is in line with the UN’s ‘whole-of-Syria’ approach, to en-
sure that assistance across conflict lines and national borders reaches those most in need. None-
theless, 241,000 people still remain under siege in a number of areas, and much more needs to 
be done by the parties to ensure that humanitarian access is rapid, regular, safe, and unhindered.

Ireland has been playing its part in helping alleviate the suffering of the Syrian people, and 
will continue to advocate internationally for increased support to the humanitarian relief effort, 
as well as for the full and immediate implementation by all parties to the conflict of UN Secu-
rity Council Resolution 2139 on humanitarian access and Resolution 2165 on cross-border and 
cross-line access.  The EU is the largest donor in this prolonged crisis, and Ireland has used ev-
ery opportunity available to encourage donors to honour their pledges towards the humanitarian 
response. EU Ministers are agreed on the need to provide such support to the people of Syria.

Ireland is one of the most generous contributors to the humanitarian response on a per capita 
basis. At the Second International Humanitarian Pledging Conference for Syria and the region 
held in Kuwait last January, Ireland pledged to provide €12 million in humanitarian assistance 
over the course of 2014. Given the scale of the crisis, we have already exceeded this pledge by 
€2 million. Since 2011, Ireland has provided over €28 million in humanitarian support to Syria, 
delivered through UN partners and NGOs.  We are continuing to review developments and the 
need for additional assistance. 

17/09/2014WRQQ05950Human Rights Issues

17/09/2014WRQQ060001181. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the actions 
that have been taken by the Irish Government to ensure the release of the Nigerian schoolgirls 
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who were abducted from their school in Chibok, Nigeria in April 2014; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33297/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ061001204. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on the schoolgirls abducted in Nigeria (details supplied) in April 2014, most of whom remain 
in captivity; and his plans to communicate to the relevant diplomatic authorities of Nigeria. 
[34135/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ06200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1181 and 1204 together.

I was appalled by the abduction of more than 200 young girls from a school in the Nigerian 
town of Chibok in April.  The Government strongly condemns these and other similar abduc-
tions.  We have urged the Nigerian authorities to take all appropriate steps to protect their citi-
zens and to accept international assistance to locate the schoolgirls.  We fully support the clear 
demands of the United Nations Secretary General and the EU High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy that the abducted girls are freed and those responsible are brought 
to justice.  

I am also deeply concerned about the ongoing security situation in Northern Nigeria.  I 
welcome the continuing efforts of the EU as well as several individual EU Member States, the 
UN and the USA to assist the Nigerian authorities in strengthening their capacity to provide se-
curity and combat terrorism.  The EU is currently funding the provision of technical assistance 
to the Office of the National Security Advisor of Nigeria to implement and coordinate counter-
terrorism legislation and crisis management structures, and to develop capacity to address the 
problem of increasing radicalisation and recruitment. 

The UN Security Council has also underlined the continuing international concern.  On 22 
May its Al Qaida Sanctions Committee added Boko Haram to the list of individuals and entities 
subjected to targeted financial sanctions and an arms embargo.  Boko Haram was also added by 
the EU to its list of people and groups covered by the freezing of funds and economic resources 
with effect from 29 May. 

Ireland supports the decisions reached at the Summit on Security in Nigeria held in Paris 
on 17 May, at which Nigeria and its neighbours committed to intensifying regional and inter-
national cooperation to combat Boko Haram terrorism.  A follow-up conference was held in 
Abuja on 3 September.  This process brought together Nigeria, its neighbours, the EU and other 
international partners to discuss regional security cooperation in the fight against Boko Haram.  
The conference also underlined the importance of creating a secure environment in which the 
human rights of civilians in affected areas would be promoted and protected. 

Our Embassy in Abuja, working locally in cooperation with EU and other key partners, 
remains in close contact with the Nigerian authorities, which have primary responsibility for se-
curing the safe release of the missing schoolgirls and addressing the broader security situation.  

Acts of violence of this nature against schoolchildren are completely unacceptable.  Ireland 
is a strong supporter of the rights of women and girls, and in particular the right of girls to edu-
cation.  We will continue to encourage and support the Nigerian Government in their efforts 
to locate and free the abducted schoolgirls, to counter radicalisation and terrorism within its 
borders and to promote full respect for human rights. 

  Question No. 1182 answered with Question No. 1166.
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17/09/2014WRQQ06350Diaspora Issues

17/09/2014WRQQ064001183. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of 
Irish citizens that are registered in the citizens’ registration system; the number in each country; 
and, if possible, to distinguish between those identified as being resident abroad and those on 
short-term trips. [33382/14]

17/09/2014WRQQ06500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Citizen’s Reg-
istration service is a voluntary service which encourages Irish citizens travelling or living over-
seas to register their contact details with the Department of Foreign and Trade.  This means that 
in the event of an unforeseen crisis such as a natural disaster or civil unrest, the Department 
can proactively contact the citizen, ensure they are safe, keep them informed of any evacuation 
plans and provide assistance where necessary. Due to Data Protection obligations, registrations 
received under the Citizens’ Registration facility are only valid for the duration of an individu-
al’s visit to a country and are not kept for longer than is necessary for the purpose for which it 
has been given.  As such, registrations where the citizens’ date of departure from a country has 
passed are deleted.  Furthermore, the Citizens’ registration system was designed primarily for 
use in a crisis situation in a specific country or region.  Accordingly, an overall total figure for 
all countries is not readily available to extract from the database.  As records are not retained 
for longer than is necessary, it is only possible to give a snapshot of the number of citizens reg-
istered on a given day.  Also, as citizens can register in advance of their actual travel abroad, 
the numbers registered for each country may not give an accurate reflection of the number of 
Irish citizens currently in that country.  Furthermore, each citizen can also register up to ten ad-
ditional adults and ten additional minors who may be travelling with them, the detail of which 
cannot be readily extracted for these statistical purposes.

As registration is voluntary, the figures provided below relate only to those people who have 
chosen to register and there may well be people either visiting or resident in any of these coun-
tries, who have chosen not to register.  On 09 September 2014, the following are the number of 
individual registrations of Irish citizens who are currently in, or travelling at a specified date in 
the future, to:

Country Total Number Of 
Citizens Registered

Resident Short Stay (Tourist/
Business Traveller)

Afghanistan 3 1 2
Albania
Algeria 1 1
American Samoa 1 1
Andorra, Principal-
ity Of
Angola 2 1 1
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina 40 30 10
Armenia 1 1
Aruba
Australia 106 66 40
Austria 2 2
Azerbaijan 2 2
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Country Total Number Of 
Citizens Registered

Resident Short Stay (Tourist/
Business Traveller)

Bahamas 1 1
Bahrain 2 1 1
Bangladesh 4 2 2
Barbados 2 2
Belarus 4 2 2
Belgium 7 7
Belize 2 2
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia 11 1 10
Bosnia-Herzegovina 7 4 3
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil 21 5 16
British Indian Ocean 
Territory

1 1

Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria 1 1
Burkina Faso
Burundi 1 1
Cambodia, Kingdom 
Of

39 16 23

Cameroon 1 1
Canada 68 60 8
Cape Verde 1 1
Cayman Islands 2 2
Central African Re-
public

1 1

Chad
Chile 22 9 13
China 216 189 27
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) 
Islands
Colombia 18 4 14
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Demo-
cratic Republic Of

4 3 1

Cook Islands
Costa Rica 14 9 5
Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory 
Coast)

1 1



17 September 2014

661

Country Total Number Of 
Citizens Registered

Resident Short Stay (Tourist/
Business Traveller)

Croatia 18 12 6
Cuba 3 1 2
Curacao
Cyprus 8 7 1
Czech Republic 41 38 3
Denmark 6 6
Djibouti 1 1
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador 16 9 7
Egypt 96 85 11
El Salvador 1 1
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia 3 3
Ethiopia 49 43 6
Faroe Islands
Fiji 2 2
Finland 3 3
France 29 22 7
French Guiana
Gabon 2 2
Gambia
Georgia 9 3 6
Germany 67 65 2
Ghana 9 4 5
Greece 24 20 4
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe (French)
Guatemala 5 1 4
Guinea 2 1 1
Guinea Bissau
Guyana
Haiti 1 1
Heard and 
McDonald Islands
Holy See
Honduras 3 1 2
Hungary 2 1 1
Iceland 8 2 6
India 93 51 42
Indonesia 28 7 21
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Country Total Number Of 
Citizens Registered

Resident Short Stay (Tourist/
Business Traveller)

Iran 8 8
Iraq 15 12 3
Israel and the Occu-
pied Territories

82 38 44

Italy 82 80 2
Jamaica 2 2
Japan 149 142 7
Jordan 33 28 5
Kazakhstan 3 3
Kenya 26 12 14
Kiribati
Kosovo 1 1
Kuwait 5 3 2
Kyrgyz Republic 
(Kyrgyzstan)
Laos 13 4 9
Latvia
Lebanon 22 16 6
Lesotho 1 1
Liberia 8 7 1
Libya 100 97 3
Liechtenstein
Lithuania 17 15 2
Luxembourg 5 4 1
Macedonia, Republic 
Of
Madagascar 3 2 1
Malawi 29 26 3
Malaysia 43 39 4
Maldives 2 1 1
Mali 1 1
Malta 6 5 1
Marshall Islands
Martinique (French) 1 1
Mauritania 1 1
Mauritius 2 1 1
Mayotte
Mexico 32 16 16
Micronesia
Moldova, Republic 
Of
Monaco
Mongolia 3 2 1
Montenegro 1 1
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Country Total Number Of 
Citizens Registered

Resident Short Stay (Tourist/
Business Traveller)

Montserrat
Morocco 7 7
Mozambique 6 4 2
Myanmar/Burma 14 10 4
Namibia 2 1 1
Nauru
Nepal 14 5 9
Netherlands 16 16
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia 
(French)
New Zealand 20 10 10
Nicaragua 2 2
Niger
Nigeria 42 34 8
Niue
Norfolk Island
North Korea 1 1
Northern Mariana 
Islands
Norway 40 38 2
Oman 3 2 1
Pakistan 5 3 2
Palau
Panama 2 2
Papua New Guinea 1 1
Paraguay
Peru 19 2 17
Philippines 13 7 6
Pitcairn Island
Poland 19 16 3
Polynesia (French)
Portugal 4 2 2
Puerto Rico
Qatar 41 36 5
Reunion (French)
Romania 8 7 1
Russian Federation 21 10 11
Rwanda 1 1
S. Georgia & S. 
Sandwich Islands
Saint Helena
Saint Kitts & Nevis 
Anguilla
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Country Total Number Of 
Citizens Registered

Resident Short Stay (Tourist/
Business Traveller)

Saint Pierre & 
Miquelon
Saint Tome (Sao 
Tome) and Principe
Saint Vincent & 
Grenadines

1 1

Samoa
San Marino
Saudi Arabia 28 17 11
Senegal 3 1 2
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone 35 29 6
Singapore 39 37 2
Sint Maarten
Slovak Republic 2 2
Slovenia 20 19 1
Solomon Islands 2 2
Somalia 3 2 1
South Africa 32 17 15
South Korea 118 113 5
South Sudan 33 21 12
Spain 71 60 11
Sri Lanka 6 2 4
St. Lucia
Sudan 15 15
Suriname
Svalbard & Jan 
Mayen Islands
Swaziland 1 1
Sweden 8 8
Switzerland 12 11 1
Syria 3 2 1
Taiwan 1 1
Tajikistan 1 1
Tanzania 14 6 8
Thailand 245 133 112
Timor Leste (East 
Timor)

2 2

Togo
Tokelau
Tonga 1 1
Trinidad & Tobago
Tunisia 18 6 12
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Country Total Number Of 
Citizens Registered

Resident Short Stay (Tourist/
Business Traveller)

Turkey 50 20 30
Turkmenistan
Turks & Caicos 
Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda 11 7 4
Ukraine 23 18 5
United Arab Emir-
ates

98 92 6

United States of 
America

95 53 42

Uruguay 3 2 1
USA Minor Outlying 
Islands
Uzbekistan 1 1
Vanuatu
Venezuela 4 4
Vietnam 63 31 32
Virgin Islands (Brit-
ish)

1 1

Virgin Islands (USA)
Wallis & Futuna 
Islands
Western Sahara 1 1
Yemen 1 1
Zambia 37 36 1
Zimbabwe 2 2
Totals 3,239 2,351 888

17/09/2014WRRR00150Passports Data

17/09/2014WRRR002001184. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of 
passports that were issued to citizens resident outside the State in the years 2003, 2004, 2005, 
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and the states in which 
they were resident and in the figure for the United Kingdom to distinguish Northern Ireland 
from the overall UK figure. [33383/14]

17/09/2014WRRR00300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is not possible 
to provide figures prior to 2006.  The following figures detail the number of passports issued to 
Irish citizens, adults and minors, from 2006 – 2014 by Embassy-Country Location.  It should 
be noted that the country reflects the location through which the application was lodged and not 
necessarily the country of residence of the citizen at the time of application.

COUNTRY 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
(YTD)

Argentina 174 183 167 155 125 162 128 148 104
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COUNTRY 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
(YTD)

Australia 6113 6436 6177 6626 7150 7475 8357 8922 6722
Austria 130 148 127 141 149 124 171 173 143
Belgium 622 498 540 591 572 665 509 552 467
Brazil 28 75 94 76 79 108 96 125 74
Bulgaria 13 15 18 29 28 32 31 39 29
Canada 2226 2299 2311 2082 2129 2149 2103 2580 1892
China 494 526 515 512 575 634 692 719 468
Cyprus 108 78 82 110 101 105 98 123 57
Czech 
Republic

88 81 62 99 66 87 90 75 63

Denmark 164 154 179 140 180 164 155 140 123

Egypt 146 173 172 208 200 227 253 258 156
Estonia 16 3 11 6 7 8 7 14 10
Ethiopia 7 12 21 5 5 11 16 18 7
Finland 57 41 62 60 65 57 70 65 47
France 1354 1355 1339 1465 1522 1527 1473 1489 1069
Germany 1135 1239 1170 1249 1306 1245 1244 1246 977
Greece 119 137 105 141 145 116 144 112 102
Holland 695 647 617 635 679 719 647 651 454
Hungary 31 52 34 48 45 56 53 47 30
India 91 82 84 86 103 117 132 150 112
Iran 6 11 12 15 8 10 3
Israel 126 168 123 141 124 178 167 165 154
Italy 410 347 372 378 419 458 384 411 305
Japan 188 177 167 157 164 146 155 179 108
Latvia 1 5 8 6 4 11 11 4
Lesotho 5 3 8 3 6 3 4 7 9
Lithuania 1 13 13 6 19 16 30 18
Luxem-
bourg

245 225 178 212 207 205 212 212 181

Malawi 5 15 10 11 9 10
Malaysia 315 298 332 398 370 370 435 403 289
Malta 57 33 40 50 45 65 66 37
Mexico 148 165 129 120 150 157 124 154 125
Mozam-
bique

24 51 47 56 42 53 30 39 30

New Zea-
land

2144 2170 2176 1684 1737 1933 1738 1765 1314

Nigeria 123 176 173 192 206 198 248 318 194
Northern 
Ireland

30303 36047 38234 37664 37255 33885 41438 44139 39183

Norway 91 85 83 97 106 99 98 120 81
Poland 58 58 50 53 72 109 79 96 83
Portugal 136 133 127 106 147 140 127 126 73
Romania 12 21 38 35 45 49 59 46 41
Russia 85 95 77 84 80 83 87 76 69
Saudi 
Arabia

584 643 677 773 555 297 322 316 220
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COUNTRY 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
(YTD)

Singapore 292 269 302 366 395 426 396 432 347
Slovakia 12 9 7 14 25 22 16 19 18
Slovenia 15 17 27 17 33 31 28 32 24
South 
Africa

2727 3188 3243 2811 2700 2656 2568 2377 1751

South 
Korea

50 58 54 66 61 75 78 93 76

Spain 1159 1143 1125 1208 1174 1161 1256 1140 846
Sweden 180 194 179 208 215 231 224 170 152
Switzer-
land

652 540 623 648 697 732 710 718 627

Tanzania 36 18 23 28 43 37 39 29 17
Turkey 82 46 75 73 79 85 76 82 78
Uganda 45 33 36 32 23 28 37 26 21
UK (exc. 
NI)

48032 43201 41681 43924 41525 39807 43706 40564 29313

UAE 318 788 862 930 807
USA 12641 13625 13809 12494 12126 11636 11991 11961 8578
Vietnam 9 49 56 61 66 74 61 71
Zambia 122 109 89 65 77 82 67 59 39
Grand 
Total

114859 117625 118263 118708 116553 112102 124410 125027 98399

17/09/2014WRRR00350Departmental Records

17/09/2014WRRR004001185. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the num-
ber of documents his Department has authenticated, apostilled and legalised in the years 2009, 
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; the amount of money received in fees by his De-
partment for these services in those years. [33384/14]

17/09/2014WRRR00500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Authenticating a 
document means verifying that the signature, stamp or seal is genuine.  An Apostille is another 
form of authentication which is required for countries which are party to the Hague Convention 
Abolishing the Requirement for Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents. The following 
table details the number of documents Apostilled and Authenticated by my Department and the 
fees received from 2009 to the end of August 2014.  The apparent drop in number of documents 
Apostilled after 2011 relates in the main to a change in procedures regarding authentication of 
documents relating to adoptions abroad.  My Department will be happy to provide the Deputy 
with further information in this regard, if necessary.

On 1 January 2013 the fee was increased from €20 per document to €40 per document.

Year No. of Apostille Stamps No. of Authentication Stamps Revenue
2009 72,649 15,748 €872,116
2010 81,858 12,736 €885,564
2011 56,327 12,732 €902,976
2012 39,299 13,946 €882,710
2013 41,158 16,465 €1,680,069
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Year No. of Apostille Stamps No. of Authentication Stamps Revenue
01 January to 
31 August 2014

28,062 13,753 €1,313,780

17/09/2014WRRR00550Human Rights Issues

17/09/2014WRRR006001186. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
report on the actions of the Ambassador to the United Nations in relation to the Israeli bombing 
of Gaza; if he made any representations regarding possible human rights violations and war 
crimes in that conflict. [33411/14]

17/09/2014WRRR007001229. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the reason 
Ireland abstained on a vote at the UN Human Rights Council in relation to the need to establish 
a commission of inquiry into human rights violations in Gaza and the violations of international 
law by Israel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34843/14]

17/09/2014WRRR00800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1186 and 1229 together.

On 23 July there was a vote at the UN Human Rights Council on a resolution entitled: 
“Ensuring respect for international law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem”. Ireland, together with our EU partners, abstained on the resolution. 

There has been much misinterpretation of this vote, and I have previously explained the 
context in a debate in Seanad Éireann on 31 July. I am glad now of the opportunity to clarify the 
matter also on the record of the Dáil. 

It is important to stress two points. Firstly, all Irish diplomats, whether posted at the UN or 
elsewhere, act in accordance with instructions from the Minister or the Department, and it is 
invidious to attempt to personalise their actions. Secondly, Ireland did not oppose the resolution 
at the HRC, or the establishment of an investigation into breaches of international law in the 
recent conflict in and around Gaza. 

On the day before the HRC vote, EU Foreign Ministers had met in Brussels and, follow-
ing a lengthy discussion on Gaza, had agreed a set of Conclusions with regard to Gaza and the 
wider Middle East Peace Process which took substantial account of my own intervention in the 
debate.  

At the Human Rights Council, Ireland made a very clear statement in the debate on the 
resolution, including the following:

 “  Irish people have been appalled by the upsurge of violence in Gaza, and especially the very 
high and unacceptable level of civilian casualties. Ireland condemns both the firing of mis-
siles from Gaza into Israel by Hamas and other militant groups, and the killing of 

  hundreds of civilians in military attacks by Israel on targets in Gaza which fail to respect the 
requirement under international law for any military action to be proportionate and 

  discriminate.  It is clear to us that neither side is paying adequate regard to the cost of their 
actions on innocent civilians.” 

  Ireland further stated that it agreed that any breaches of international law should be inves-
tigated.

The EU group at the HRC, including Ireland, had however signalled a number of problems 
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with the resolution, and had negotiated with the Palestinian delegation to try and resolve these. 
These reservations were not about the general thrust of the text, but about the precise terms of 
the resolution we were being asked to agree with – which is something we must always take 
into account.

The specific issues included: that the resolution should clearly condemn all relevant actions, 
including firing of rockets at Israeli civilian targets; that any investigation should cover all al-
leged breaches of international law, by either side; and that the existing UN mechanisms should 
be used to carry out the investigation, rather than setting up a new mechanism. 

The last point related both to our desire to see a speedy and effective investigation – the 
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights was already established on the ground 
in the West Bank, ready to go – and to a long standing concern which has arisen a number of 
times at the HRC of establishing new bodies to investigate specific issues rather than using the 
mechanisms which are already established for the purpose. We had expressed these concerns 
before, and the sponsors of the resolution were fully aware of them when they drafted their text.

Ireland and the EU group worked hard in negotiations to try and improve the resolution on 
these points. We hoped until a late point that these negotiations would result in a text that we 
could vote in favour of. Unfortunately this didn’t happen – at a very late stage the Palestinian 
delegation received new instructions which terminated the ongoing negotiations, and possible 
compromise solutions which had been discussed were taken off the table. This left us with little 
choice. The problems with the text were not resolved, and so the EU group took a common 
decision to abstain.

It is important to be aware that abstention on a resolution in an international forum is not 
the same as a ‘no’ vote, and nor is it simply ‘sitting on the fence’. Countries who abstain are, 
in most cases, signalling that they are not trying to block the resolution, but they have specific 
difficulties with its terms which prevents them supporting it. This was stated directly by the EU 
at the session, and was fully understood by other countries present. It was also always clear to 
us that the resolution was going to pass – it did not depend on Ireland’s vote.

EU members at the HRC try to vote together where possible, to maximise our influence 
there. In this case, had the EU not decided on a common abstention, the indications were that 
no other EU partner was considering a ‘yes’ vote, while perhaps four of the nine EU members 
might have voted ‘No’ instead. This would have resulted in a worse voting outcome for the 
resolution and in the longer term would have weakened the influence of the EU, which Ireland 
seeks to leverage, at the HRC. 

It is also clear that, having negotiated at great length to try and achieve certain improve-
ments, only to have the other side terminate negotiations, if we had then nonetheless proceeded 
to vote in favour of the unchanged text notwithstanding the unresolved problems, our own cred-
ibility in all future negotiations would have been seriously damaged.

Once the resolution was passed, as we knew it would be, Ireland made clear that we will 
fully support the Commission of Inquiry in fulfilling its mandate. This remains the case and I 
look forward to receiving and considering the report of the Commission in due course.

17/09/2014WRRR00850Consular Services Provision

17/09/2014WRRR009001187. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to 
open an embassy or mission in Algeria, North Africa in the future; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33464/14]
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17/09/2014WRRR01000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Any decision to 
adjust the State’s external representation is made by the Government based on national priori-
ties, including our political, economic and trade priorities and the needs of Irish communities 
abroad. The availability of resources is also an important factor in any decision. The Govern-
ment has this year approved an expansion of the network to provide for eight small-scale new 
missions in locations across Europe, South East Asia, Africa and the Americas. The current 
expansion of the network takes account of the Review of the Government’s Trade, Tourism and 
Investment Strategy. Algeria was not identified as a priority market in that Review and, taken 
together with the other criteria, the Government did not consider that there was justification at 
this time to establish a resident diplomatic presence there, given the many competing priorities 
and limited resources available.  The scale and deployment of our diplomatic network is kept 
under ongoing review and the question of opening a resident diplomatic mission in Algeria will 
continue to be considered in that context.

17/09/2014WRRR01050Consular Services Provision

17/09/2014WRRR011001188. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will assist in obtaining medical records from a Spanish hospital in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33467/14]

17/09/2014WRRR01200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Embassy of 
Ireland in Madrid and the Honorary Consulate in Malaga provided consular assistance to the 
family of the named individual in the days following his death.  The person named by the Dep-
uty died on 14 April 2014 and his remains were repatriated to Ireland on 17 April.  A consular 
official at our Embassy has spoken to the hospital where the person died and has been provided 
with information about the procedure to request his medical records.  This information has been 
passed to his wife.  Our Embassy will assist with the process by sending the hospital a covering 
letter with the request.   

  Question No. 1189 answered with Question No. 1166.

17/09/2014WRRR01350Foreign Conflicts

17/09/2014WRRR014001190. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps 
his Department have taken unilaterally and at a European Union and United Nations level to as-
sist persecuted minorities inside Iraq; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33522/14]

17/09/2014WRRR015001198. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on the persecution of minority groups in Iraq and Syria; the steps he has taken, and will take to 
give assistance and support to victims of the conflict in those states; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33991/14]

17/09/2014WRRR016001230. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the propos-
als he put forward at recent EU Foreign Affairs Council meetings in relation to the conflict in 
Iraq and adjoining areas and the persecution and murder of Christians; the assistance the EU 
is providing to that general region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34865/14]

17/09/2014WRRR01700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1190, 1198 and 1230 together. 

Ireland regularly raises the protection of minority communities through its official bilateral 
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contacts with many countries, stressing the responsibility of all governments to protect all its 
citizens and minorities. Recent events have demonstrated the acute risks faced by religious mi-
norities from terrorist groups such as ISIS and others. 

The extraordinary Foreign Affairs Council on 15 August 2014 which I attended adopted 
conclusions which condemned all violence against minorities in Iraq and called for the urgent 
formation of a unity Government which would address the needs and legitimate aspirations of 
all Iraqi citizens. I welcome the fact that such a unity government has now been agreed in Iraq, 
led by Prime Minister Haider Al Abadi. The Council at its 15 August meeting also undertook 
to cooperate with the Iraqi and Kurdish regional authorities in combatting terrorism. The EU is 
the leading provider of humanitarian and development assistance to the countries affected by 
the Syrian and Iraqi crises.

Ireland co-sponsored the request for the recent special session of the UN Human Rights 
Council on Iraq, which condemned the widespread violation of human rights, including mur-
der, abduction, displacement, torture and sexual violence against religious minorities by ISIS, 
and called on the Iraqi authorities to promote and uphold human rights laws and international 
humanitarian law and to promote religious freedom and pluralism and to protect Iraqis from 
sectarian violence. 

Ireland as a current UN HRC member has also fully supported UN efforts, and in particular 
the work of the HRC Commission of Inquiry, to investigate the very many human rights viola-
tions and atrocities which have been perpetrated throughout the last three-and-a-half years of 
conflict in Syria. Ireland has also repeatedly supported all calls for the situation in Syria to be 
referred by the UN Security Council to the ICC.

Ireland attaches great importance to combatting all forms of discrimination based on re-
ligion or belief and incitement to religious hatred.  This is a priority for Ireland as a current 
member of the UN Human Rights Council and we have played a central role in the negotiation 
of two important resolutions on this issue in the past year. 

I have raised the possibility of providing protection for some refugees from the recent vio-
lence in northern Iraq with Minister Frances Fitzgerald, and this is being advanced by officials 
in my Department and the Department of Justice and Equality. Ireland is already accepting 90 
Syrian refugees in 2014 under its refugee resettlement programme with the UN High Commis-
sion for Refugees. Ultimately, asylum in Ireland or in Europe cannot provide the solution to this 
problem, because the numbers are too great and because this would in practice spell the end for 
many religious communities who have survived in the region for centuries. 

Since the beginning of the conflict in Syria, Ireland has provided over €28 million in human-
itarian assistance to Syria and the Syrian refugee population in neighbouring countries. Ireland 
has provided a further €1.155 million in assistance to Iraq this year, most of which has been 
provided for humanitarian relief in Northern Iraq to assist the population displaced by ISIS.

17/09/2014WRRR01750Passport Services

17/09/2014WRRR018001191. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the posi-
tion regarding the Ombudsman’s investigative report on passports for Irish-born children of 
non-EEA-EU-Swiss citizen; and the steps his Department have taken and will take following 
its publication.  [33571/14]

17/09/2014WRRR01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In July 2014 the 
Ombudsman published a report ‘Passports for Irish-born children of non–EEA parents’ fol-
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lowing his investigation into complaints that some non-EEA workers had faced difficulties in 
obtaining passports for their children born in Ireland.

In the cases under investigation, the children were all born in Ireland after 1 January, 2005 
to parents who were non-EU/EEA/Swiss nationals.  This meant that their entitlement to Irish 
citizenship was subject to the 2004 amendment of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 
1956 (the Act).  The Act provides that at least one parent must be lawfully resident in the State 
for 3 of the 4 years preceding to and including the child’s date birth.  In these cases, the evidence 
of the parents’ lawful residence in the State, which was submitted with the children’s passport 
applications, did not meet the statutory requirement as determined by the Department of Justice 
and Equality, the department with responsibility for citizenship policy.  As their entitlement to 
Irish citizenship had been not demonstrated at the time of submission of the passport applica-
tions, the passports could not be issued to them in accordance with the provisions of the Pass-
ports Act, 2008.  

In his report, the Ombudsman stated that while the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
had been correctly applying the law in relation to the processing of this category of passport 
application, the administrative processes of the agencies involved in this policy area were likely 
to cause difficulties for members of the public that could amount to unfairness and unneces-
sary delay in individual cases.  In his report only one finding against the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade was made and that was to the effect that the Department’s contacts with the 
Department of Justice, whereby it seeks advice and direction are, in the absence of a protocol 
with agreed deadlines for responses, the cause of delays and uncertainty for passport applicants.  
The lack of such a protocol was found to be contrary to fair or sound administration.

Arising from this, the Ombudsman recommended in his report that the Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade should –

(i) obtain clarification on a number of outstanding issues relating to citizenship policy from 
the Department of Justice and Equality; and

(ii) set up a consultative framework with the department of Justice and Equality that would 
see the appointment of liaison officers in both Departments who will be responsible for deal-
ing with cases/correspondence on citizenship and passport policy matters within a six week 
timeframe.

These recommendations were accepted by the Department last June.  

On foot of the investigation, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has now received 
clarification on a number of related citizenship policy matters from the Department of Justice 
and Equality.  Additionally, a consultative process between the Departments with appointed 
liaison officers has now been established.  The first meeting of liaison officers occurred on 28 
August, 2014 and a second is scheduled over the coming weeks.  It is intended to hold meetings 
every four to six weeks thereafter.  These are in addition to the weekly contacts that are made 
to follow up on any outstanding issues and/or to discuss new issues that may require immediate 
attention of the Departments. 

17/09/2014WRRR01950Passport Application Refusals

17/09/2014WRRR020001192. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the num-
ber of passport applications for children of non-EEA-EU-Swiss parents rejected in the years 
2007 to date in 2014 as the reckonable residency of their parents was not sufficient. [33577/14]
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17/09/2014WRRR02100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The number of ap-
plications for children, born since 1 January, 2005, which were rejected and referred back to the 
applicant or those which were cancelled under the Passports Act, 2008 on the grounds that they 
were not Irish citizens, is as follows:

Year Rejected back to the applicant Cancelled
2007    786     276
2008    935     516
2009 1,031     622
2010     970     448
2011  1,155     586
2012  1,208     600
2013  1,081     504
2014      840     157
Total   8,006  3,709

The preceding table shows that 8,006 applications were referred back to the applicant for 
additional evidence of citizenship.  The Department does not keep records that would break 
down this amount to children with non-EU/EEA/Swiss parents, who had not sufficient resi-
dence to meet the requirements of Section 6A of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 
as amended.  

Of the total referred back to the applicants and their parents, 3,709 were eventually can-
celled usually because 

  (i)  no reply was received;
  (ii)  the application was out of date; or
  (iii) additional information was received but was insufficient to progress the application to 

passport issue under the Passports Act, 2008. 

  From the figures above, a balance of 4,297 applications remain to be finalised.  Those ap-
plications, which were submitted in 2014, may yet result in passport issue.  However, as the 
validity of a passport application is for six months, those pre-2014 applications are now out of 
date and will be cancelled.   

  Question No. 1193 answered with Question No. 1166.

17/09/2014WRRR02250Overseas Development Aid Provision

17/09/2014WRRR023001194. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of projects, groups and other bodies that have been funded so 
far this year by Irish Aid under the Development Education and Civil Society Section; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33703/14]

17/09/2014WRRR02400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock): The Government’s main funding to development NGOs under the aid programme is 
managed by the Civil Society and Development Education Unit of the Development Coop-
eration Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. This includes grant funding 
for long-term overseas development work, implemented primarily by Irish Non-Governmental 
Organisations, and for development education work in Ireland by civil society organisations.  
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Grant funding is provided specifically under three main areas: Programme Grants, the Civil 
Society Fund and Development Education.  In addition, grants are provided to support volun-
teering, development work by missionaries, and, for small scale projects, through some of our 
missions abroad.

The following table sets out the grants made under these schemes to date in 2014:

Funding Source Name of Grant Partner Value of Grant 
€ in 2014 

Programme  Grant ACTION AID 861,072 
Programme  Grant AIDLINK 538,148 
Programme  Grant CHILDFUND IRELAND 607,493 
Programme  Grant CHILDREN IN CROSSFIRE 45,855 
Programme  Grant CHRISTIAN AID IRELAND 2,999,162 
Programme  Grant CONCERN WORLDWIDE 19,620,585 
Programme  Grant FRONT LINE 494,966 
Programme  Grant GOAL 12,221,400 
Programme  Grant HELPAGE INTERNATIONAL 614,766 
Programme  Grant OXFAM IRELAND 1,920,164 
Programme  Grant PLAN IRELAND 1,105,007 
Programme  Grant SELF HELP AFRICA 2,527,080 
Programme  Grant SERVE IN SOLIDARITY IRELAND 285,142 
Programme  Grant SIGHT SAVERS IRELAND 1,543,508 
Programme  Grant TRÓCAIRE 15,430,547 
Programme  Grant WORLD VISION IRELAND 1,455,104 

Total Programme Grants ytd 62,769,999
Civil Society Fund ANTI-SLAVERY INTERNATIONAL 185,100 
Civil Society Fund CAMARA EDUCATION LTD. 58,692 
Civil Society Fund CAMFED INTERNATIONAL 100,000 
Civil Society Fund CHRISTIAN BLIND MISSION IRELAND 100,000 
Civil Society Fund CORK OMDURMAN PARTNERSHIP 20,000 
Civil Society Fund FRIENDS OF LONDIANI 150,000 
Civil Society Fund GLOBAL SCHOOLROOM 40,000 
Civil Society Fund HABITAT FOR HUMANITY IRELAND 144,034 
Civil Society Fund ORBIS IRELAND 100,000 
Civil Society Fund SAFERWORLD  90,000 
Civil Society Fund SKILLSHARE INTERNATIONAL IRE-

LAND
63,772 

Civil Society Fund THE HAVEN COMMUNITY FOUNDA-
TION

70,000 

Civil Society Fund TOOLS FOR SOLIDARITY 35,900 
Civil Society Fund UCC DEPT FOOD BUSINESS & DEVEL-

OPMENT
40,000 

Civil Society Fund UPR INFO 60,000 
Civil Society Fund VITA 350,000 

Total Civil Society Fund Grants ytd 1,607,498
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Funding Source Name of Grant Partner Value of Grant 
€ in 2014 

Development Education 80:20 EDUCATING+ACTING FOR A BET-
TER WORLD

80,000 

Development Education AFRI 35,000 
Development Education AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL IRISH SEC-

TION
50,000 

Development Education AN TAISCE - GREEN SCHOOLS 50,000 
Development Education CENTRE FOR GLOBAL EDUCATION 

NORTHERN IRELAND
50,000 

Development Education CHURCH OF IRELAND BISHOPS AP-
PEAL

16,900 

Development Education DEBT & DEVELOPMENT COALITION 25,000 
Development Education DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVES 45,000 
Development Education DUBLIN & DUN LAOGHAIRE ETB 35,000 
Development Education ECO-UNESCO 70,000 
Development Education EIL INTERCULTURAL LEARNING 35,000 
Development Education FRIENDS OF THE EARTH IRELAND 15,000 
Development Education GALWAY ONE WORLD CENTRE 25,000 
Development Education INISHOWEN DEVELOPMENT PARTNER-

SHIP
40,000 

Development Education IRISH DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION AS-
SOCIATION

230,000 

Development Education KERRY ACTION DEVELOPMENT EDU-
CATION (KADE)

20,000 

Development Education LATIN AMERICA SOLIDARITY CENTRE 60,000 
Development Education LOURDES YOUTH & COMMUNITY SER-

VICES
65,000 

Development Education NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YMCAS IN  
IRELAND

15,000 

Development Education NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL OF IRE-
LAND

80,000 

Development Education WORLD WISE GLOBAL SCHOOLS -SELF 
HELP AFRICA

580,500 

Development Education SHOW RACISM THE RED CARD 10,000 
Development Education SUAS EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 220,000 
Development Education THE IRISH GIRL GUIDES 10,000 
Development Education UCD SCHOOL OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 25,000 
Development Education UCD VOLUNTEERS OVERSEAS 25,000 
Development Education UNICEF IRELAND 30,000 
Development Education UBUNTU 140,000 
Development Education VALUE ADDED IN AFRICA 30,000 
Development Education WATERFORD ONE WORLD CENTRE 30,000 

Total Development Education Grants ytd 2,142,550
Other MISEAN CARA 16,000,000 
Other DÓCHAS 250,000 
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Funding Source Name of Grant Partner Value of Grant 
€ in 2014 

Other IRISH FAIR TRADE NETWORK 600,000 
Other KIMMAGE DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

CENTRE
285,000 

Other IN-COUNTRY MICRO PROJECTS 
SCHEME

205,445 

Other COMHLÁMH 395,916 
Total 84,256,408 

17/09/2014WRRR02450International Agreements

17/09/2014WRRR025001195. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans 
to ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33796/14]

17/09/2014WRRR02600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Optional Pro-
tocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights opened for sig-
nature by UN Member States in New York in September 2009. To date, 45 states have signed 
the Optional Protocol. This includes 11 of the 28 European Union Member States.  15 states 
have ratified the Optional Protocol: Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Cap Verde, Ecuador, El Salvador, Finland, Gabon, Mongolia, Montenegro, Portugal, Slovakia, 
Spain, and Uruguay. 

The Optional Protocol entered into force on 5 May 2013, three months after the deposit with 
the United Nations Secretary-General of the tenth instrument of ratification or accession.

Ireland signed the Optional Protocol on 23 March 2012. 

Ratification of the Optional Protocol is a separate step, which will be preceded by a thor-
ough screening of the obligations to be assumed. This will require extensive consultation with 
all Departments involved and consideration by the Government in due course.

17/09/2014WRRR02650Human Rights Issues

17/09/2014WRRR027001196. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the position 
regarding steps taken to raise the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33900/14]

17/09/2014WRRR02800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
remains concerned about the case of Mrs. Bibi.  The Irish Ambassador accredited to Pakistan 
called upon the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Islamabad in 2013 to convey our concern at the 
conviction and sentence.  He also expressed our disquiet at the nature of Pakistan’s blasphemy 
law.  Officials in my Department keep in regular contact with the Embassy of Pakistan on this, 
and a number of other issues. Pakistan underwent a ‘Universal Periodic Review’ of the human 
rights situation in the country at the United Nations in October 2012.  At this review, concern 
was expressed about the case of Mrs. Bibi and calls for Pakistan to consider adopting an offi-
cial moratorium on the death penalty.  During the process, Ireland recommended that Pakistan 
take all appropriate measures to combat and prevent discrimination against religious and other 
minority groups, including by removing educational material which could serve to perpetuate 
discrimination.
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At EU level, freedom of religion or belief and freedom of opinion and expression plays a 
central role in the EU’s dialogue with Pakistan.  The High Representative for Foreign Affairs 
of the European Union, Catherine Ashton has expressed her concerns at the Bibi judgment, 
and others like it, on numerous occasions, and has called on Pakistan to respect human rights 
as guaranteed under international conventions.  In June 2014, the EU issued a Declaration on 
violence against women in Pakistan, expressing deep concern at the wide-spread violence per-
petrated against women there. 

The fifth meeting of the EU-Pakistan Joint Commission, which reviews EU-Pakistan bi-
lateral relations annually, met in Islamabad on 24 June 2014 under the Co-chairmanship of 
Mr. Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry, Foreign Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Mr. David 
O’Sullivan, Chief Operating Officer of the European External Action Service. On human rights, 
the EU, while acknowledging efforts of the Government of Pakistan to strengthen human rights 
infrastructure in the country, expressed its concern on a number of issues including freedom of 
the media, freedom of religion and belief and the situation of women.

Ireland attaches great importance to the fundamental human rights of freedom of thought, 
conscience, religion or belief.  We are well aware of the vulnerable situation of persons belong-
ing to religious minorities in Pakistan and will continue to raise the case of Asia Bibi and others 
bilaterally with the Pakistan Government as well as through the framework and mechanisms of 
the European Union and the United Nations.

17/09/2014WRRR02850Foreign Policy

17/09/2014WRRR029001197. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will report on the role his Department had in permitting two F16 fighter jets from the United 
States of America military enter Irish airspace and fly over Croke Park and Dublin city on 30 
August 2014; if he will report on the correspondence his Department had with the Embassy of 
the United States, the Gaelic Athletic Association, other Government Departments and aviation 
authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33988/14]

17/09/2014WRRR03000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Air Navigation 
(Foreign Military Aircraft) Order 1952 gives the Minister for Foreign Affairs primary respon-
sibility for the regulation of activity by foreign military aircraft in Ireland.  The procedure for 
dealing with all requests of this nature is that the Embassy of the country in question submits 
a request for permission to my Department.  As part of the decision-making process the De-
partment circulates these requests to relevant government Departments and agencies; input 
received is reflected in the responses issued by my Department. In this case, the US Embassy 
submitted a diplomatic note to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade seeking approval 
for the two aircraft to enter Irish airspace in the context of the Croke Park Classic opening 
ceremonies.  The request was processed in accordance with these established procedures.  In 
addition, my Department also consulted with the Gaelic Athletic Association.

The request was approved subject to a number of conditions which were outlined in the re-
ply that issued to the Embassy.  Clearance was granted on the basis that the aircraft would carry 
no arms, ammunition or explosives, would not engage in intelligence gathering and would not 
form part of any military exercise or operation.  

Officials separately informed the Embassy of a number of technical and operational matters 
which had been brought to the Department’s attention by the Irish Aviation Authority and they 
directed the Embassy to contact the Safety Regulator of the Irish Aviation Authority to follow 
up on the technical arrangements for the flyover. 
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The decision to grant permission for this flyover is consistent with past practice.  Permission 
for this category of aircraft to enter Irish airspace has previously been granted with a view to 
facilitating their participation in public events such as airshows.

  Question No. 1198 answered with Question No. 1190.

17/09/2014WRRR03150Foreign Conflicts

17/09/2014WRRR032001199. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on the Israeli plans to expand settlement at Gush Etzion near Bethlehem in the occupied Pales-
tinian territories; the steps he has taken, or will take to express the view of the Irish Government 
to the Israeli Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33993/14]

17/09/2014WRRR03300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I expressed my 
views on this plan in a statement issued on 1 September, which was as follows:

I strongly condemn the appropriation yesterday by Israel of a large block of Palestinian land 
in the West Bank, which is expected to be used for the creation of a major new Israeli settle-
ment in this highly sensitive area.  Ireland has repeatedly made clear that settlements are illegal 
under international law and their presence and continued expansion in the occupied Palestinian 
territory is incompatible with the aspirations of Israelis and Palestinians for peace and the re-
alisation of the two-state solution. This remains the only viable framework for the achievement 
of a sustainable, democratic and peaceful future for Israelis and Palestinians alike.  I call upon 
the Israeli Government to reconsider this decision as a matter of urgency.  This announcement 
represents a serious threat to the viability of the two-state solution to which Ireland is fully 
committed.

Further to that statement, I wrote directly to the Ambassador of Israel and asked him to 
convey to his authorities my serious concern at their action, and calling for it to be reversed.

I will also be raising this decision, and the wider settlement programme, in discussions at 
EU level and elsewhere.

17/09/2014WRRR03350Departmental Contracts

17/09/2014WRRR034001200. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service his Department is a party 
to; if he will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrangement; the 
duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these administrative 
arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34004/14]

17/09/2014WRRR03500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is 
not party to any administrative arrangements of the type referred to by the Deputy.

  Question No. 1201 answered with Question No. 1164.

17/09/2014WRRR03650Consular Services Provision

17/09/2014WRRR037001202. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the issues 
regarding reinstating the Irish embassy in Rome to its former structure, in particular the rein-
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statement of Villa Spada (details supplied).  [34057/14]

17/09/2014WRRR03800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The process of 
re-establishing a resident Embassy to the Holy See is ongoing. I am happy to confirm that the 
Ambassador Designate will travel to Rome in the coming days to take up duty. In preparation 
for this, my officials are addressing a variety of logistical, protocol and other tasks, including 
securing accommodation appropriate to the objectives of the Embassy, the staffing level and the 
available budget.  A range of options are under consideration. However, I can advise that the 
Embassy to the Holy See will not be located in the Villa Spada, as that accommodation is now 
in use as our Embassy to the Italian Republic, housing both the Embassy offices and the official 
residence of the Head of Mission. 

17/09/2014WRRR03850Foreign Policy Review

17/09/2014WRRR039001203. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has 
prepared a memorandum on the implications here of a “Yes” vote in the Scottish independence 
referendum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34119/14]

17/09/2014WRRR040001205. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
prepare a memo for Cabinet on the outcome of the Scottish referendum taking place on 18 Sep-
tember 2014; the implications of the result here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34176/14]

17/09/2014WRRR04100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1203 and 1205 together.

This issue of Scottish independence is a matter for decision by the people of Scotland to-
morrow. The Government has adopted a strictly neutral approach to the debate in Scotland and 
has avoided being drawn into speculation on, or anticipation of, various potential outcomes.   

Our impartiality should not however be mistaken for indifference or lack of interest. We 
fully recognise the importance of developments in Scotland and are monitoring developments 
and their implications in light of our interests and policy objectives. The Government accords 
high priority to the maintenance and development of strong relations with all our neighbours in 
these islands and will continue to do so regardless of the referendum outcome.

Our Embassy in London and Consulate General in Edinburgh are monitoring the debate 
very closely and my Department is assessing the issues arising and the policy implications for 
Ireland on an ongoing basis. The government will of course consider carefully the implications 
of the referendum when the people of Scotland have decided. 

  Question No. 1204 answered with Question No. 1181.

  Question No. 1205 answered with Question No. 1203.

17/09/2014WRRR04350Diaspora Issues

17/09/2014WRRR044001206. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of any negotiations with the Canadian Government regarding the extension of the cur-
rent time limit of two years on visas for Irish citizens working in Canada. [34196/14]

17/09/2014WRRR04500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Working Holi-
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day Programme with Canada gives young people from Ireland and Canada the opportunity to 
live and work in the other country. The agreement reflects the excellent relationship we enjoy 
with Canada and contributes further to that relationship by fostering increasing personal, cul-
tural and professional ties between our people. The arrangements for the Working Holiday Pro-
gramme are outlined in a Memorandum of Understanding which was agreed between Ireland 
and Canada in 2003 and amended in 2012 and 2014.  Negotiations on the second amendment 
to the MOU were conducted earlier this year and the Agreement was signed on 6 March 2014, 
in Ottawa.  The latest amendment to this reciprocal agreement will allow more young Irish pro-
fessionals and students to gain valuable work experience in Canada. The total number of visas 
available to young Irish citizens this year was 10,700, the largest ever quota for Irish applicants.  

I am not, however, aware of any current plans to further alter the terms of the WHA.

17/09/2014WRRR04550Consular Services Provision

17/09/2014WRRR046001207. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his 
attention has been drawn to the particulars of the case of an Irish citizen currently held in cus-
tody in Spain (details supplied) without charge; if consular assistance has been provided to the 
person; if he has sought assurances from his Spanish counterpart that every effort to establish 
the facts of the case to reach a conclusion is being undertaken by the Spanish police; if not, if he 
will commit to raising the matter with his Spanish counterpart; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34197/14]

17/09/2014WRRR04700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is 
aware of this individual’s case and has been offering consular assistance to the individual from 
the outset. I am informed that the Consular Manager from the Embassy of Ireland in Madrid 
has been in direct contact with the individual and, in addition, that assistance has been provided 
from the Honorary Consul in Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, including a personal visit by the Hon-
orary Consul to the individual in prison.  My Department and our Embassies abroad are gener-
ally precluded from becoming directly involved in legal matters of this kind, which concern 
the judicial processes of another country. Any concerns regarding the conduct of the legal case 
against the individual are a matter for his solicitors to address with the competent authorities. 

My Department and in particular the Embassy of Ireland in Madrid will continue to offer the 
individual appropriate consular assistance. 

17/09/2014WRRR04750Foreign Conflicts

17/09/2014WRRR048001208. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will be liaising with counterparts in the UN Human Rights Council to seek a referral of the 
conflict in Gaza to the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court for its inves-
tigation. [34285/14]

17/09/2014WRRR04900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Office of the 
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court has recently confirmed that it does not, at pres-
ent, have jurisdiction in relation to Gaza.  Neither of the relevant parties has taken the necessary 
steps under the Rome Statute to allow the ICC to have jurisdiction in regard to this situation, nor 
has the UN Security Council chosen to refer this situation to the ICC.  The UN Human Rights 
Council does not have a role under the Rome Statute in referring cases to the International 
Criminal Court. However, the HRC has established its own investigation into alleged human 
rights violations or abuses in the recent conflict in Gaza. The Government fully supports this 
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investigation, and will extend to it any assistance required.

  Question No. 1209 answered with Question No. 1166.

17/09/2014WRRR05050Foreign Conflicts

17/09/2014WRRR051001210. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he is 
satisfied that the current Government in the Ukraine was duly elected by the people; if it is in-
tended to press that international observers monitor the forthcoming elections in the Ukraine to 
ensure that they are open, fair and transparent and all citizens get their full rights to vote right 
across the whole country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34503/14]

17/09/2014WRRR05200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In February 2014, 
following the departure from office of President Yanukovych, the Ukrainian Parliament ap-
pointed an interim President. At the same time, the Parliament duly approved a new interim 
coalition Government, headed by Prime Minister Yatsenyuk. The government took office on 27 
February 2014.  On 25 May 2014, Petro Poroschenko was elected President of Ukraine with an 
absolute majority, having secured 54% of the vote. Ireland was represented at his inauguration 
on 7 June 2014 by then Minister Phil Hogan.  Last month, President Poroschenko dissolved 
the Ukrainian Parliament and set 26 October 2014 as the date for fresh parliamentary elections.  
The move to call new elections had been expected and followed the decision in late July by a 
number of political parties, on which the Government depended to enact legislation, to with-
draw Parliamentary support for the Government.   

It is expected that a large number of international observers will monitor the upcoming elec-
tion. The OSCE has confirmed that it will send an Election Observation Mission, comprising 
80 long-term and 600 short-term observers, to oversee the election. The EU has agreed to cover 
the cost of 105 short-term observers, three from each of the 28 Member States as well as from 
EU candidate and potential candidate countries. 

The question of Ireland’s participation in the OSCE mission is currently under consider-
ation.

17/09/2014WRRR05250UN Committees

17/09/2014WRRR053001211. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on a matter (details supplied) regarding financial assistance to NGOs attending a conference in 
July 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34615/14]

17/09/2014WRRR05400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ms Frances Fitzger-
ald TD., Minister for Justice and Equality, represented the Government at a meeting of the 
United Nations Human Rights Committee on 14–15 July 2014 in Geneva. The purpose of the 
meeting was to examine Ireland’s Fourth Periodic Report under the International Convention 
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which Ireland submitted in July 2012.  The hearing al-
lowed for dialogue between the Minister and her officials and Human Rights Committee mem-
bers.  As part of the reporting procedure, the Human Rights Committee invited submissions 
from Irish civil society representatives, and civil society representatives travelled to Geneva to 
attend Ireland’s hearing.  It is understood that there was private engagement between the Hu-
man Rights Committee and representatives of Irish civil society.  The Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade did not provide funding to any civil society representatives to attend.
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  Question No. 1212 answered with Question No. 1165.

17/09/2014WRSS00300European Council Meetings

17/09/2014WRSS004001213. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the issues 
discussed at all European Union Foreign Affairs Council meetings since mid July; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34668/14]

17/09/2014WRSS00500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have attended two 
European Union Foreign Affairs Council meetings since mid-July, as follows:

22 July, Brussels – scheduled Foreign Affairs Council meeting;

and 15 August, Brussels – extraordinary meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council.

Discussions at both meetings were dominated by the ongoing crises in the EU’s Southern 
and Eastern Neighbourhoods.

At the July Council meeting, there was a wide-ranging exchange of views on developments 
in Ukraine, particularly in the context of the downing of the Malaysian Airlines Flight MH17, 
and the tragic loss of life that resulted.  At the Council, Ministers observed a minute’s silence 
in tribute to the victims.  Conclusions were adopted that called upon separatist groups to ensure 
full, immediate, safe and secure access to the crash site and the surrounding area.  The Conclu-
sions further supported the establishment of a full, transparent and independent international 
investigation into these events.  In my intervention, I noted that Ireland strongly supported the 
call for a full investigation as set out in UN Security Council Resolution 2166 and that this 
tragic incident underlined the pressing need to bring the conflict in Eastern Ukraine to an end.

The Council also agreed to accelerate the preparation of the expanded restrictive measures 
outlined by the European Council on 16 July, targeting individuals supporting or benefitting from 
Russian decision-makers responsible for the destabilisation of Eastern Ukraine.  The Council 
also asked the Commission and the European External Action Service to present proposals for 
targeted sectoral measures against the Russian Federation on access to capital markets, defense, 
dual-use goods and sensitive technologies, including in the energy sector.  Decisions based on 
these proposals were subsequently adopted and entered into force on 31 July.  In addition, the 
Council established the EU Advisory Mission for Civilian Security Sector Reform Ukraine.

At the July Council, we also had an extensive exchange on the recent developments in the 
Middle East.  Ministers expressed their concern for the escalation of violence in Gaza and 
condemned the tragic loss of life on both sides.  The discussion focussed on the prospects of 
securing a ceasefire and the need to get the broader peace process back on track. Along with 
my ministerial colleagues I called on the parties to resume meaningful negotiations with the 
aim of achieving a comprehensive peace agreement based on a two state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict based on the 1967 borders.

An extraordinary meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council was convened in August in re-
sponse to the dramatically deteriorating situation on the ground in Iraq and Ukraine.

Ministers, joined by UN Special Representative Nikolay Mladenov, had an in-depth dis-
cussion on Iraq and strong Council Conclusions were agreed.  These Conclusions articulated 
a commitment to Iraq’s unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as expressing deep 
concern both about the dire humanitarian situation, and the deteriorating security situation.  I 
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joined with my colleagues in condemning in the strongest possible terms the atrocities which 
had taken place in recent weeks, especially, though not exclusively, against vulnerable minority 
populations such as Christians and the Yazidi people. I further emphasised Ireland’s commit-
ment to the provision of humanitarian assistance to the people of Iraq.

A critical dimension of the discussions that took place was the issue of responding to the ur-
gent requests by the Kurdish authorities for military support.  Along with a number of other EU 
partners I intervened to ensure that the Council Conclusions which were agreed fully reflected 
and respected the individual legal and political positions of Member States in responding to 
such requests.

The situation in Gaza was also discussed. Council Conclusions expressing deep concern 
for the fragile situation on the ground were agreed.  Through these Conclusions we also reiter-
ated the EU’s full support for Egyptian efforts to broker a lasting ceasefire. In addition, I also 
called for a more active role on the part of the EU in working to promote the resumption of 
substantive peace negotiations and in supporting any comprehensive agreement that is eventu-
ally concluded.

On Ukraine, Ministers expressed their concern at the worsening crisis in the Eastern part 
of the country, and the deteriorating humanitarian situation.  The Council Conclusions agreed 
emphasised the need to find a politically sustainable solution to the crisis and encouraged the 
continuation of inclusive and comprehensive reforms in Ukraine.  I along with my EU col-
leagues called for an immediate de-escalation and the resumption of dialogue to find a peaceful 
resolution to the situation.

Regarding the targeted measures in place against the Russian Federation at that time, Minis-
ters agreed that the grounds for these measures remained valid.  It was also agreed that the EU 
would remain engaged in the assessment of these measures, with the option to consider further 
steps in light of the evolution of the situation on the ground.  As the Deputy may be aware, en-
hanced sanctions were subsequently adopted and are now in force.

At the August Council meeting, Ministers also had a discussion on the Ebola outbreak in 
West Africa, adopting short Conclusions.  These Conclusions expressed, on behalf of the EU, 
our condolences to the African governments and people affected by the outbreak.

Finally, although not a formal Council formation, I met with my EU Foreign Minister 
counterparts in Milan at the end of August (29-30 August) for the bi-annual informal meeting 
(‘Gymnich’), hosted by the Italian Presidency.  Although not a decision-making formation, 
the ‘Gymnich’ affords an invaluable opportunity for a strategic discussion on issues of current 
import.  On this occasion, we had an in-depth exchange on Gaza and the Middle East Peace 
Process, on Iraq and Syria, and on the situation in Ukraine.

17/09/2014WRSS00600European Council Meetings

17/09/2014WRSS007001214. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the propos-
als he put forward at recent meetings of the EU Foreign Affairs Council in regard to the Ukrai-
nian crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34669/14]

17/09/2014WRSS008001231. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the out-
come of discussions at EU Foreign Affairs Council meetings in relation to the crisis in the 
Ukraine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34870/14]

17/09/2014WRSS00900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 1214 and 1231 together.

I attended a regularly scheduled meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council on 22 July, as well 
as an extraordinary Foreign Affairs Council on 15 August, where the crisis in Ukraine was dis-
cussed.  Conclusions were adopted at both meetings.

The July meeting took place in the aftermath of the tragic downing of Malaysian Airlines 
flight MH 17 over Eastern Ukraine, while the intensification of fighting between the Ukrainian 
armed forces and pro-Russian separatists formed the backdrop to the August meeting.  At both 
meetings, I supported the ongoing efforts of the EU to facilitate a negotiated and peaceful reso-
lution to the crisis and underlined the need for an appropriate and effective EU response in light 
of the deteriorating security and humanitarian situation in Eastern Ukraine and the increased 
flow of arms, equipment and militants from across the border.

At the July Council, I joined with my EU colleagues in expressing shock and sadness at 
the downing of Malaysian Airlines flight MH17 in Donetsk, with the loss of so many innocent 
lives. The Council emphasised the need for all parties to ensure immediate and safe access to 
the crash site, and supported the call of both the UN Security Council and the OSCE for a full, 
transparent and independent investigation.

The Council agreed to accelerate the preparation of the expanded restrictive measures out-
lined by the European Council on 16 July, targeting individuals supporting or benefitting from 
Russian decision-makers responsible for the destabilisation of Eastern Ukraine.  The Council 
also asked the Commission and the European External Action Service to present proposals for 
targeted measures against the Russian Federation on access to capital markets, defense, dual-
use goods and sensitive technologies, including in the energy sector.

The EU urged Russia to stop the flow of both weapons and militants across the border, and 
to bring about an immediate de-escalation of the crisis.  I stressed in Brussels that Russia must 
demonstrate by deeds instead of words that it is committed to resolving the crisis.

At the extraordinary Foreign Affairs Council convened in August, the crisis in Eastern 
Ukraine was again discussed in depth. Ministers made clear their deep concern at the worsen-
ing situation on the ground and, in particular, the impact on the civilian population.

The Council called on the Russian Federation, Ukraine, the United States and the OSCE 
to join the EU in finding a sustainable solution to the crisis, and underlined the importance of 
implementing President Poroshenko’s peace plan.

With regard to the humanitarian impact of ongoing events in Ukraine, the United Nations-
led response plan for Ukraine was welcomed, as was the European Commission’s decision to 
allocate an additional EUR 2.5 million to meet the most urgent needs of the local population.

The Council also reiterated its call of 22 July for all States and actors in the region to ensure 
immediate and unrestricted access to the crash site of MH17, to allow the investigation to pro-
ceed, and the repatriation of the remains and belongings of the victims still present at the site.

Regarding the targeted measures in place against the Russian Federation at that time, Min-
isters agreed that the grounds for these measures remained valid. It was also agreed that the EU 
would remain engaged in the assessment of these measures, with the option to consider further 
steps in light of the evolution of the situation on the ground. Enhanced sanctions were subse-
quently adopted and are now in force.

Ministers regretted the Russian Federation’s announcement of measures targeting imports 
of certain agricultural products originating in the EU.  The Council welcomed the Commis-
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sion’s work in co-coordinating information and an appropriate response.

Finally, the Council extended support for the Commission’s efforts to facilitate a resumption 
of the negotiations between Ukraine and Russia on the conditions of gas supply, and urged both 
sides to reach an agreement as soon as possible.

Questions Nos. 1215 and 1216 answered with Question No. 1180.

17/09/2014WRSS01100Humanitarian Aid

17/09/2014WRSS012001217. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the human-
itarian assistance provided to date in 2014 to persons in need in Iraq in view of the very difficult 
circumstances that have pertained there for sometime; his plans to provide further assistance in 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34672/14]

17/09/2014WRSS01300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock): The situation in Iraq has deteriorated sharply in recent months, with the advance into 
large areas of northern and western Iraq by the Islamist militia, Islamic State in Syria and Iraq 
(ISIS).  As a result of the fighting, hundreds of thousands of people have made their way to 
Iraq’s Kurdistan region or to contested areas inside the Ninewah Governorate.  Tens of thou-
sands more are displaced within Al-Anbar province. Some have reportedly fled across the bor-
der into Syria, and from there, many have crossed back into Iraq’s Kurdistan region.  It is esti-
mated that there are now 1.8 million people displaced within the country, and many of them are 
at very significant risk.  In particular, tens of thousands of people from minority communities 
have been forced from their homes, and are in urgent need of assistance.

As the crisis deepened during August, the Government provided immediate funding of 
€500,000 for communities suffering the serious humanitarian consequences of the rapidly dete-
riorating security situation.  Our funding was channelled through UNICEF and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, which scaled up their humanitarian response in order to provide 
water, food, shelter, and medicine to people forced to leave their homes.

This funding is in addition to the assistance which Ireland was already providing for Iraq.  
Earlier this year, Ireland provided €160,000 to support the provision of protection services and 
assistance for female Syrian refugees and host communities in Iraq.  In June, Ireland provided 
funding of €275,000 to the Irish NGOs, GOAL and Christian Aid, to support the provision of 
essential relief items to vulnerable families who have been displaced by fighting.  In addition, 
we organised the airlifting of essential relief items, including blankets, kitchen sets, jerry cans 
and shelter supplies, worth €220,000 from our pre-positioned stocks in Dubai, to provide emer-
gency relief to the most vulnerable displaced populations in Ninewa Governorate in Northern 
Iraq.  So far in 2014, Ireland has given a total of €1.15 million in assistance to the Iraqi people, 
bringing our total support to Iraq since 2006 to more than €14 million. We are continuing to 
monitor the situation closely and to review what further assistance Ireland might provide.

17/09/2014WRSS01400Passport Services

17/09/2014WRSS015001218. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the reason 
additional charges by way of administration fees for passports are applied in addition to the 
standard passport charges; the reason the additional charges amount to an effective surcharge of 
56% on the cost of a child’s passport; if these additional charges can be avoided; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34799/14]
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17/09/2014WRSS01600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Applications sub-
mitted through the public counters incur an additional fee of €15, which is €5.50 more expen-
sive than those applications submitted through Passport Express, allowing for the Post Office 
charge of €9.50.  The new fee was brought into effect by the Statutory Instrument 47 of 2011, 
which was advertised in the national press before its implementation on 11 April 2011.  The dif-
ference in the fees charged is designed to encourage people to submit their applications through 
the Passport Express Service.  The logging of the application by the Post Office enables the 
Passport Service to provide a much more efficient service of registration, tracking and pro-
duction than applications submitted through the public counter.  However, it is ultimately the 
choice of the customer which service they select.

17/09/2014WRSS01700Passport Services

17/09/2014WRSS018001219. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the way the 
reconfiguration of passport services has affected the range of services available at the passport 
office in County Cork and the improvements in the processing times for passports achieved by 
reorganisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34800/14]

17/09/2014WRSS01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm that 
there has been no reconfiguration of services in the Cork Passport Office.  Accordingly, all 
services which had been available in that office at the start of the year continue to be provided.  
However, earlier this year, the Passport Service introduced an appointment system for quick 
turnaround at the Passport Office in Cork.  This system, which had already been running suc-
cessfully in Dublin, allows customers to book, via a simple web based system, guaranteed time 
slots before travelling into the Passport Office.  The priority in the system is given to those with 
urgent travel needs and all others are encouraged to use the passport express service.  This is a 
customer-orientated service removing the necessity for the public to queue in the passport office 
as they have an allocated time in the office for their passport application submissions.

17/09/2014WRSS02000Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

17/09/2014WRSS021001220. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his propos-
als to discuss with the Northern Ireland Secretary of State and-or the British Foreign Secretary 
the motions passed unanimously by Dáil Éireann requesting the British Government to release 
the papers and/or files pertaining to the Dublin-Monaghan bombings of 1974; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34822/14]

17/09/2014WRSS02200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The 40th anniver-
sary of the Dublin-Monaghan bombings on 17 May this year was a reminder to us all of the 
painful legacy of that terrible day, and of the questions that remain unanswered.  This year, in 
support of the families of the Dublin Monaghan families and of other victims of the Troubles in 
this jurisdiction, my Department will provide €48,000 for Justice for the Forgotten.

The Taoiseach participated in a memorial event which took place on Talbot Street on 17 
May and my Department was represented at a wreath-laying ceremony in Monaghan on 18 
May.  I welcome the continued all-party support for the campaign on behalf of the Dublin/
Monaghan families.

I raised the issue of the British Government granting access to these documents when I met 
with Secretary of State for Northern Ireland Theresa Villiers in Belfast on 30 July.  She assured 
me that she would reflect afresh on what the British Government can do to respond.  She con-
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firmed that there was ongoing work within their system on what it may be possible to do but she 
was not in a position to provide a definitive response at that stage.  In the course of a telephone 
conversation this morning, I again raised the issue with the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland.  Officials from my Department will continue to pursue this issue and I will continue to 
raise it at ministerial level.

17/09/2014WRSS02300Overseas Development Aid Provision

17/09/2014WRSS024001221. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his propos-
als to increase the budget for official development assistance for 2015 in view of the reduction 
in this budget below 0.5% of GNP since 2011 to an estimated 0.43% of GNP in 2014; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34823/14]

17/09/2014WRSS02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock): The Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s overseas aid programme, which is 
at the heart of our foreign policy.  Our policy on International Development, “One World, One 
Future”, clearly states our commitment to achieving the UN target of providing 0.7% of Gross 
National Product (GNP) for Official Development Assistance (ODA), when economic circum-
stances permit.

Over the past three years, and in the context of the very difficult budgetary and fiscal cir-
cumstances facing the country, the Government successfully stabilised the budget for develop-
ment assistance.  This is a very significant achievement, and a clear demonstration of our sup-
port and commitment to the aid programme.

In 2011 we allocated € 657 million to ODA, in 2012 €629 million and in 2013 €637 million, 
a decrease of just 3% over the three-year period.  For 2014 we will spend some €600 million on 
ODA.  These are very substantial allocations of public funds and are clear evidence of a con-
solidation of the development assistance budget.  They also represent a genuine investment on 
behalf of the Irish people in assisting those less fortunate than ourselves.

The estimates process for 2015 is now well advanced.  The allocations for ODA, as with al-
locations to all Government Departments, must be framed in the context of the overall budget-
ary circumstances we face.  They will ultimately be a decision for Government.  Nonetheless, I 
can assure the Deputy, that I and the Minster for Foreign Affairs and Trade will make the stron-
gest case possible for the development assistance programme in the Budget to be announced by 
the Minister for Finance on 14 October.

17/09/2014WRSS02600Northern Ireland Issues

17/09/2014WRSS027001222. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his propos-
als to meet with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and with the party leaders in North-
ern Ireland in relation to the need to progress the Haass talks to a successful conclusion; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34835/14]

17/09/2014WRSS028001223. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the discus-
sions he has had with the Northern Ireland Secretary of State or with members of the Northern 
Ireland Executive in relation to outstanding aspects of the Good Friday Agreement which need 
to be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34836/14]

17/09/2014WRSS029001225. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the issues 
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of concern he has expressed to Sinn Féin and the DUP in relation to the workings of the As-
sembly and the Executive in Northern Ireland; if he has put particular proposals to the First 
Minister and to the Deputy First Minister in relation to the commitments made in the Good 
Friday Agreement and the St. Andrew’s Agreement and the need to make progress on the out-
standing aspects of both Agreements; the response he has received from the First Minister and 
the Deputy First Minister; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34838/14]

17/09/2014WRSS030001226. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade when all-
party talks will recommence on the Haass proposals; if both Governments will be participants 
in such talks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34839/14]

17/09/2014WRSS031001227. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the specific 
barriers that are preventing agreement in Northern Ireland in relation to the issues surround-
ing flags, parades and dealing with the past; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34840/14]

17/09/2014WRSS03200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1222, 1223 and 1225 to 1227, inclusive, together.

On the evening of my appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, I spoke by 
telephone with Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Theresa Villiers.  Our conversation 
largely focused on the prospects for the 12 July parades, which were taking place the following 
day, but also touched upon the need to resume political dialogue on the legacy issues which 
formed part of the earlier Haass talks.  I also had conversations that evening with the deputy 
First Minister, Martin McGuinness, and the Leader of the SDLP, Dr. Alasdair McDonnell.  I 
also spoke subsequently by phone to First Minister, Peter Robinson, and other party leaders.

I visited Belfast on 30 July last for a comprehensive programme which included meetings 
with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, the First Minister and deputy First Minister, 
Northern Ireland party leaders, and a range of civil society and community representatives.  The 
visit was an important opportunity to reiterate the Government’s support for effective partner-
ship government in Northern Ireland and our steadfast commitment to the full implementation 
of the Good Friday and St. Andrew’s Agreements.

Given the worrying political drift in recent months, it is crucial that momentum and con-
fidence is restored to the political process in Northern Ireland.  In that regard, I would wish to 
see political talks taking place in a comprehensive and balanced framework; these talks should 
address the key issues including flags, parades, and dealing with the past and other pressing 
outstanding matters that impact on the functioning of the devolved institutions.  Such complex 
and contentious issues require leadership and constructive engagement.

I have noted carefully the views expressed recently by the First Minister regarding the is-
sues he believes need to be addressed in a talks process.  In charting a way forward, I believe it 
is important that the views of other Northern Ireland parties are taken into account.  I am cur-
rently engaging closely with those parties, as well as with the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, with a view to establishing how progress might be made.

17/09/2014WRSS03300Northern Ireland Issues

17/09/2014WRSS034001224. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ar-
rangements that have been made to hold the next North-South Ministerial Council Meeting; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34837/14]
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17/09/2014WRSS03500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The meeting of the 
North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) in plenary format which was scheduled to take place 
in Dublin Castle on Friday, 4 July 2014 was postponed on account of political developments in 
Northern Ireland.  A date for the rescheduled Plenary meeting has been proposed; discussions 
about the matter are continuing and we hope that it will be confirmed in the near future.  In the 
meantime the work of the North South Ministerial Council is continuing as it deals with im-
portant issues, such as job creation and economic development, which are of benefit to people 
across this island.

Questions Nos. 1225 to 1227, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1222.

17/09/2014WRSS03700European Council Meetings

17/09/2014WRSS038001228. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his propos-
als put forward at recent EU Foreign Affairs Council meetings in relation to the need for a lift-
ing of the blockade on Gaza and a full return to peace negotiations with the aim of establishing 
a two state solution based on pre-1967 borders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34842/14]

17/09/2014WRSS03900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Recent Foreign 
Affairs Council discussions on the Middle East have been focussed on the concurrent crises in 
Iraq and Gaza.  In relation to Gaza, the Council principally emphasised, as did Ireland nation-
ally, the urgent need to end the fighting and restore the ceasefire, so as to bring an end to the 
dreadful violence being suffered by the population.  However the Council also emphasised, in 
Conclusions on both 22 July and 15 August, that a return to the status quo ante in Gaza was 
unacceptable, and that there had to be a process leading to the lifting of the closure restrictions, 
and an improvement in the living conditions of the people in Gaza.  Ireland has long advocated 
at EU level for greater concerted international efforts to bring about an end to the unjust block-
ade of Gaza.

The Egyptian Government is seeking to further develop the understandings with both Israel 
and Hamas which led to the renewed ceasefire on 26 August last, with a view to beginning a 
process in which the closure would be substantially relaxed.  The prospects for these discus-
sions, and the engagement of each side to find a different way forward, have yet to become 
clear.

The EU has also offered any help it can to bring about fundamental improvement to the 
current situation and conditions in Gaza, including the possible reactivation of the EU’s border 
assistance mission at Rafah, and measures to assist the Palestinian Authority in re-establishing 
its presence as a governing authority in Gaza.  The Council will continue to consider options in 
this regard.

In relation to the broader peace process, Ireland has argued in recent months that following 
the indefinite ending of the US-facilitated direct negotiations process in April, the EU needs to 
begin a reflection on its overall policy in relation to seeking a two state solution to the conflict.  
Notwithstanding the focus on Gaza, and indeed recognising that Gaza is an integral element of 
the overall problem, Ireland and other member States successfully pressed for the July Council 
Conclusions to include also a substantive re-iteration of the basic principles and parameters on 
which a comprehensive solution to the conflict must be based.  I will be looking for forthcoming 
Council meetings to consider further the options open to the EU in support of these objectives.

  Question No. 1229 answered with Question No. 1186.
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  Question No. 1230 answered with Question No. 1190.

  Question No. 1231 answered with Question No. 1214.

17/09/2014WRTT00200Departmental Appointments

17/09/2014WRTT003001232. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
total number of new appointments made in his Department and those under his remit since 
March 2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed dur-
ing the period. [35122/14]

17/09/2014WRTT00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information 
requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below.

New appointments in the Department during the period March - December 2011
Number of staff Grade
17 Ministerial Appointee
1 Professional Accountant
6 Clerical Officer
TOTAL                         24

New appointments in the Department during 2012
Number of staff Grade
2 Principal Officer
2 Ministerial Appointee
2 Assistant Principal
1 Accountant
TOTAL                          7

New appointments in the Department during 2013
Number of staff Grade
1 Assistant Legal Advisor
4 Ministerial Appointee
3 Development Specialist
2 Assistant Principal
1 Accountant
1 Third Secretary
1 Staff Officer
2 Clerical Officer
1 Higher Executive Officer
TOTAL                         16

New appointments in the Department in 2014 to date
Number of staff Grade
21 Ministerial Appointee
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Number of staff Grade
2 Second Secretary General
1 Chief Finance Officer
2 Development Specialist
26 Third Secretary
1 Administrative Officer
TOTAL                         53

The table does not include Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) who are engaged annually 
on fixed- term contracts primarily to assist the Passport Service during the annual peak pass-
port demand period or temporary staff recruited for the lead up to and the duration of Ireland’s 
Presidency of the European Union in 2013.

Also not included are a number of Interns who are also recruited on fixed-term contracts to 
assist mainly in the sections dealing with Human Rights, Legal, Middle East, Disarmament and 
Irish Aid issues.

17/09/2014WRTT00500Education and Training Boards Staff

17/09/2014WRTT006001233. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding efforts to ensure that the staff of a centre (details supplied) in County Cork will receive 
their ex gratia redundancy payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [32966/14]

17/09/2014WRTT00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Community Training Cen-
tres (CTCs) are funded through SOLAS and the Education and Training Boards.  They are 
managed and operated by independent local Boards of Management.  The staff are employed 
by these groups and my Department does not have a direct role in staffing and employment is-
sues relating to these bodies.  I understand from the Cork Education and Training Board that the 
decision to close the Community Training Centre referred to by the Deputy was taken by the 
CTC Board of Management and that statutory redundancy was paid to the former employees.  
Guidance had been sought by SOLAS on the payment of enhanced redundancy to employees 
of CTCs and approval has now been given by my Department to SOLAS to fund enhanced re-
dundancy payments to persons who meet the criteria set out in existing agreements.

17/09/2014WRTT00800Education and Training Boards Staff

17/09/2014WRTT009001234. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills in relation to 
the former staff of a centre (details supplied) in County Cork if she will provide the retraining 
and redeployment options available to them; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[32967/14]

17/09/2014WRTT01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Community Training Centres (CTCs) are funded through the Education and Training Boards.  
They are managed and operated by independent local Boards of Management and each CTC 
is a separate legal entity.  The staff are employed by these groups and as such do not have an 
entitlement to redeployment.  My Department does not have a direct role in staffing and em-
ployment issues relating to these bodies.
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17/09/2014WRTT01100School Transport Administration

17/09/2014WRTT012001235. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention has 
been drawn to any provisions or measures available as an alternative for persons over 60 years 
of age and who are not IT efficient-competent, in view of an increasing emphasis on online 
payments, such as school transport charges (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [32978/14]

17/09/2014WRTT01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Bus Éireann’s School Transport online Application and Ticket Payment system affords persons 
of all ages greater convenience and transparency in school transport related interactions than 
ever before.  The new system enables families to manage all aspects of their applications for 
school transport, including registration, amendments and payments, using contemporary online 
features.  While encouraging the use of online facilities the postal service still remains available 
as an alternative to families who choose not to avail of the online service.  Contact details for 
local Bus Éireann offices are available in the phone book as well as online, where assistance can 
be obtained in relation to ticket payments or other school transport enquiries. The individual 
referred to by the Deputy can contact his local Bus Éireann office in Stranorlar at 074 9131008.

17/09/2014WRTT01400School Transport Applications

17/09/2014WRTT015001236. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application for a school bus pass in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Limerick. [33257/14]

17/09/2014WRTT01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The provision of school transport for the individual referred to by the Deputy is being examined 
by my Department.  Any changes which result from this examination will be notified to the 
Deputy.

17/09/2014WRTT01700Child Care Services Provision

17/09/2014WRTT018001237. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will extend 
eligibility for the child care employment and training support scheme to include access courses 
and third level college courses; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33928/14]

17/09/2014WRTT01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Childcare assistance was introduced in the late 1990s as a way of providing assistance to people 
with less than upper second level education who faced barriers in returning to education and 
were distant from the labour market.  The Budget 2010 decision to rationalise childcare sup-
port schemes, saw the establishment of the Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) 
scheme, which is administered by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  The criteria 
set by my Department for the CETS scheme provides for supports for the childcare needs of 
participants in VTOS, Youthreach, BTEI and some SOLAS training programmes.  It is not in-
tended to extend the eligibility criteria for this scheme beyond the current programmes.

17/09/2014WRTT02000School Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRTT021001238. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
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bus service was cut for students at St. Michael’s House in Raheny, Dublin 5; if he will support 
adequate funding for this service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33929/14]

17/09/2014WRTT02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The purpose of the School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs is, 
having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from school of children 
with special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability. Children with special educa-
tional needs are eligible for school transport if they are attending the nearest recognised: main-
stream school, special class / special school or a unit, that is or can be resourced, to meet their 
special educational needs under Department of Education and Skills’ criteria.

My Department is not aware of any cuts in bus services under the School Transport Scheme.  
Furthermore, Bus Éireann which operates the scheme on behalf of my Department has advised 
that a number of additional children have been facilitated with school transport since 1 Septem-
ber 2014.

17/09/2014WRTT02300School Placement

17/09/2014WRTT024001239. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the options avail-
able to a secondary school pupil who has been expelled from one post-primary school and now 
wishes to return to school and complete their education.  [34234/14]

17/09/2014WRTT02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The selection and enrolment 
of pupils in schools is the responsibility of the authorities of the individual school. My Depart-
ment’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all 
pupils seeking school places in an area. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining 
a place in the school of their first choice. As schools may not have a place for every applicant, 
a selection process may be necessary. This selection process and the enrolment policy on which 
it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants.  
Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act, 1998, each school is legally obliged to disclose 
its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy that principles of equality and the 
right of parents to send their children to a school of the parents choice are respected.  Section 
29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the Secretary 
General of my Department, or in the case of an Educational Training Board (ETB) school to 
the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a person acting on 
behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school, expels a student or suspends a student 
for 20 or more days in any school year. My Department has no authority to compel a school to 
admit a pupil, except in the case of an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 being 
upheld.  Application forms for taking a section 29 appeal are available on my Departments web-
site at the following link http://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Appeal-against-Perma-
nent-Exclusion-Suspension-or-Refusal-to-Enrol/Section-29-Appeals-Application-Form.doc, 
or by contacting Section 29 Administration Unit, Friars Mill Road, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, 
phone 0761 108584. The  Educational Welfare Service of the Child and Family Agency (EWS) 
is the statutory agency which may be able  to  assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in 
securing a school place for their child. The EWS may be able to offer assistance and advice on 
securing a school placement within the pupil’s area. The contact details for the EWS is Educa-
tional Welfare Service of the Child and Family Agency, 16-22 Green Street, Dublin 7, phone 
number 01-8738700.

17/09/2014WRTT02600School Transport Provision



Questions - Written Answers

694

17/09/2014WRTT027001240. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
update the guidelines concerning school transport runs to allow discretion where changes to 
routes can be made where there would not be significant additional expenditure and where the 
changed routes would be more convenient for the travelling students-parents and would have 
safer collection points; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34280/14]

17/09/2014WRTT02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The safety of children travelling on school transport services is of paramount importance to my 
Department and to Bus Éireann.  Bus Éireann is responsible for the planning and timetabling of 
school transport routes and endeavours, within available resources, to ensure that each eligible 
child has a reasonable level of school transport service while at the same time, ensuring that 
vehicles are fully utilised in the most efficient and cost effective manner.  Existing services are 
reviewed annually and arising from this review, routes may be altered or extended depending 
on the number and location of eligible children. Parents should liaise with their local Bus Éire-
ann office regarding specific queries they may have on the routing and timetabling of school 
transport services operating in their area.

17/09/2014WRTT02900School Transport Applications

17/09/2014WRTT030001241. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views in relation 
to school transport (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [34711/14]

17/09/2014WRTT03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Bus Éireann, which operates the School Transport Scheme, on behalf of my Department has 
advised that the child in question was incorrectly categorised as ineligible for school transport 
under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme. This error has been rectified and 
Bus Éireann is now making arrangements for this child to avail of free school transport.

17/09/2014WRTT03200Apprenticeship Programmes

17/09/2014WRTT033001242. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of apprentices for each trade currently registered with SOLAS, including information on the 
stage they are currently at; their employment status; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [34747/14]

17/09/2014WRTT03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information requested 
by the Deputy is held by SOLAS and I have asked them to contact the Deputy directly with this 
information.

17/09/2014WRTT03500School Transport Eligibility

17/09/2014WRTT036001243. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 189 of 1 July 2014, the position regarding school transport in respect of 
a child (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32984/14]

17/09/2014WRTT03700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Children are eligible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are 
attending their nearest education centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language.  In certain areas, families who choose to send their children to 
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schools other than their nearest diminish the chance of a service being established to their near-
est school.  Families of eligible pupils, for whom there is no school transport service available, 
are eligible for the remote area grant towards the cost of making private transport arrangements.  
The position remains the same as outlined in Parliamentary Question No. 189 of 1 July 2014, 
since this child is not attending his nearest school, he is therefore not eligible under the school 
transport scheme.  I understand this child is currently availing of transport on a concessionary 
basis.

17/09/2014WRTT03800Third Level Expenditure

17/09/2014WRTT039001244. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 
mounting college open days for undergraduate students, by institution and year for each uni-
versity and institute of technology since 2008; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33014/14]

17/09/2014WRTT040001245. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of at-
tendance at commercially organised undergraduate focused fairs, by institution and year, for 
each university and institute of technology since 2008; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [33015/14]

17/09/2014WRTT04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1244 and 1245 together.

The information sought by the Deputy is not readily available in my Department. Officials 
of my Department have asked the Higher Education Authority to seek the information request-
ed  from the institutions and it will be forwarded to you as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRTT04200Pupil-Teacher Ratio

17/09/2014WRTT043001246. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the impact the 
increase in pupil teacher ratio numbers of private or fee paying schools, both financially and 
in terms of increase in attendance, has had on the public system, in view of the fact that 255 
places have been lost in the fee paying sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33057/14]

17/09/2014WRTT04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s focus 
in recent years has been on operating a budgetary programme that is designed to return the 
Government finances to a sustainable basis.  One aspect of the budgetary decisions was to in-
crease the pupil teacher ratio for fee-charging schools. Fee-charging schools have the resources, 
through fees charged, to employ teachers privately, an option which is not available to schools 
in the free education scheme.  The number of pupils attending schools in the fee-charging sector 
can vary from year to year.  It is not easy to determine how much of this annual change is due 
solely to the impact of the budget measures.  While the number of schools in the fee-charging 
sector has reduced slightly, the number of pupils enrolled in the remaining 52 schools has in-
creased slightly from 24,561 pupils in the 2012/13 school year to 24,695 pupils in the 2013/14 
school year.

17/09/2014WRTT04500Education and Training Boards

17/09/2014WRTT046001247. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the Educational 
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Training Board Centre at Loreto Fermoy, County Cork is closing on a permanent basis; the 
alternative educational opportunities that will be offered to the public; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33081/14]

17/09/2014WRTT04700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
This is an operational matter for the Cork Education and Training Board (CETB) and I have 
asked CETB to contact the Deputy directly to clarify the position.  However, I understand from 
CETB that they have relocated adult education services from this centre to another location in 
Fermoy and the level of service provided will not be affected by the move.

17/09/2014WRTT04800Public Sector Pensions

17/09/2014WRTT049001248. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding a pension issue; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33086/14]

17/09/2014WRTT05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The correspondence to 
which the Deputy refers relates to a process in respect of pension benefits.  Officials in my 
Department and in the relevant body have addressed the matter in accordance with the terms of 
the pension scheme and relevant circulars and the person to whom the Deputy referred has been 
informed of the outcome of the internal disputes resolution procedure.  The person to whom 
the Deputy referred was also provided with all relevant information in respect of the Pensions 
Ombudsman.

17/09/2014WRTT05100Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

17/09/2014WRTT052001249. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress that has 
been made following the Haddington Road agreement in establishing a teaching panel for sec-
ondary school teachers as per the model adopted for the primary sector; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [33093/14]

17/09/2014WRTT05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An Expert Group was es-
tablished under the Haddington Road Agreement to consider and report on the level of fixed-
term and part-time employment in teaching, having regard to the importance for teachers of 
employment stability and security and taking account of system and school needs and Teaching 
Council registration requirements.  The Chairman of the Expert Group presented the Group’s 
report to me today and the report is now available on my Department’s website.  I look forward 
to putting arrangements in place to implement the report with effect from September 2015, fol-
lowing engagement with the education partners.  The establishment of the panel to which the 
Deputy is referring will be considered in the context of the implementation of the measures 
outlined in the Group’s report.

17/09/2014WRTT05400Apprenticeship Programmes

17/09/2014WRTT055001250. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will im-
mediately reverse the decision to impose a student service charge on all apprentices while at-
tending institutes of technology for their periods of off-the-job training on phases 4 and 6; her 
views on whether these charges are fair in view of the fact that the apprentices are full time em-
ployees, not students, and do not receive any services or benefit from this charge; if her atten-
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tion has been drawn to the fact that apprentices are amongst the lowest paid workers in the State 
and this charge is crippling for them; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33106/14]

17/09/2014WRTT056001252. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will recon-
sider the appropriateness of applying student services charges to apprentices when the services 
are neither available to nor suitable for those undertaking apprenticeships; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33154/14]

17/09/2014WRTT057001257. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will end 
the student service charge for apprentices which in fact is a tax on training; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33246/14]

17/09/2014WRTT058001270. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the student service charge (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33412/14]

17/09/2014WRTT05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1250, 1252, 1257 and 1270 together.

The Annual Student Contribution is levied on students attending Institutes of Technology 
(IoTs). The amount due by apprentices is calculated on a pro rata basis of the time which they 
spend in Institutes of Technology during the academic year.  Since 2004, FÁS/SOLAS has paid 
a part of the Annual Student Contribution due in respect of apprentices, with apprentices them-
selves paying the part of the contribution relating to examination fees. As part of Budget 2014, 
SOLAS have ceased making payments to Institutes of Technology and apprentices pay the full 
pro rata Annual Student Contribution.  From January 2014 up to the end of the academic year 
in June, apprentices paid €833 (1/3 of €2,500) per typical attendance block although a small 
number of apprentices paid more for longer blocks. These arrangements mean that apprentices 
are treated the same as students in IoTs in terms of the annual student contribution. Appren-
tices had already been paying €233 (28% of €833) in respect of the exam fee element of the 
ASC.  However, unlike full time students, apprentices are paid a training allowance by SOLAS 
for phases of their training spent in IoTs. This allowance ranges from €293 to €647 per week 
depending on the trade and phase of the apprenticeship programme. This is the equivalent to 
their net take-home pay on the job, and is not subject to tax or PRSI. Such allowances are not 
available to students in the IoTs.  The Budget 2014 decision was taken in the context of the dif-
ficult economic circumstances the country is in and the overall savings that my Department had 
to find in 2014. There is no scope to revisit the measure.  I am deeply committed to supporting 
apprenticeship training in Ireland, both through the renewal of existing apprenticeships and the 
extension of the apprenticeship model to new areas. I will be focused on delivering in accor-
dance with the Implementation Plan recently published to take forward the recommendations 
of the recent independent review of apprenticeship training in Ireland.

17/09/2014WRTT06000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2014WRTT061001251. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will ex-
amine the educational needs of a student (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [33121/14]

17/09/2014WRTT06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department provides 
for a range of placement options for pupils with special educational needs in order to ensure 
that all pupils can receive a school placement. Many pupils with special educational needs will 
be able to attend a local mainstream school, whereas for pupils who have needs which require 
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more specialist interventions, special class and special school placements are provided for.  The 
enrolment of a child to a school is a matter in the first instance for the parents of the child and 
the Board of Management of a school. My Department has no role in relation to processing 
applications for enrolment to schools.  The Educational Welfare Services of the Child and Fam-
ily Agency is the statutory agency which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in 
securing a school place for their child. They will try to help parents to find a school placement 
if their child has been unable to secure a school placement to date. The Educational Welfare 
Services, Child and Family Agency, can be contacted at 16-22 Green Street, Dublin 7 or by tele-
phone at 01-8738700.  In addition, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Special 
Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) can assist parents to identify appropriate educational 
placements for children with special educational needs.  Parents may contact their local SENO 
directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs and to seek assistance in identifying 
placement options, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.  The NCSE also recently 
published a Guide for Parents and Guardians of Children and Young People with Special Edu-
cational Needs on Choosing a School. This guide is also available at www.ncse.ie.  I have ar-
ranged to have your correspondence forwarded to the NCSE for their attention.

  Question No. 1252 answered with Question No. 1250.

17/09/2014WRTT06400Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRTT065001253. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 2013 to 31 De-
cember 2013, and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expected 
to leave in 2014, and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
leave in 2015, and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016, 
and the annual savings therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33202/14]

17/09/2014WRTT066001254. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual costs 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated annual cost 
arising therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33219/14]

17/09/2014WRTT06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1253 and 1254 together.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the tables. The details relating to staff 
‘expected’ to leave or be employed at a future date relate to compulsory retirements and any 
planned recruitment respectively which we are aware of. As the Deputy will know, resigna-
tions, voluntary retirements etc. occur on an ongoing basis across all Departments and I would 
expect that the decision to extend the “Grace period”* under the Haddington Road Agreement 
to the end of June 2015 may well lead to voluntary retirements in my Department before that 
date. It is however not possible to estimate these.  It should be noted that vacancies occurring 
in the Department as a result of retirements/resignations/transfers etc. are considered on a case-
by-case basis in terms of whether they are filled in order to maintain essential service delivery 
so any savings in terms of salary costs are cancelled out if a staff member is replaced. In addi-
tion, any savings occurring as a result of salaries no longer being paid to staff who have retired 
from the Department is somewhat mitigated by the pensions paid to them on retirement by the 
Exchequer.
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* The “Grace period” for pension purposes is a period during which both the reduction in 
pay for those earning over €65,000 and any deferral of increment progression will be disre-
garded.

New Staff Employed and expected annual costs:
- Number Expected Annual Salary 

Costs
July 2013- December 2013 9 €637,459
2014 21 €1,145,196

Departures and expected annual savings
- Number Associated Annual Salaries
July 2013- December 2013 20 €1,092,883
2014 43 (Expected) €2,754,572
2015 9 €421,160
2016 10 €554,712

17/09/2014WRTT06800Public Sector Staff Data

17/09/2014WRTT069001255. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
new staff employed in primary, secondary and third level education since 1 July 2013 up to 31 
December 2013 and the expected annual costs arising therefrom; the expected number to be 
employed in 2014 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be 
employed in 2015 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be 
employed in 2016 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33229/14]

17/09/2014WRTT07000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The table sets out the posi-
tion in relation to staffing in 2013 and 2014.  Additional staffing numbers in 2015 and 2016 
will be the subject of annual budgetary discussions taking account of demographic factors.  In 
relation to annual costs, the average annual gross salary for a new teacher, inclusive of factors 
such as Employers PRSI, is circa. €45,000 at primary level and €47,000 at post-primary level.  
The equivalent figure for an SNA is €34,000 at primary level and €32,000 at post-primary level.  
Due to reduced numbers at third level, as a result of the operation of the Employment Control 
Framework (ECF), there are no additional costs involved in 2013 and 2014.

- 1/7/13 31/12/13 Increase 31/12/14 Increase
First-Level 41,091 41,761 670 43,033 1,272 
of which - Teachers 32,276 32,930 654 33,916 986 
                  -  SNAs 8,460 8,482 22 8,770 288 
Second-level 32,059 32,380 321 32,932 552 
of which - Teachers 27,525 27,763 238 28,298 535 
                  -  SNAs 2,051 2,103 52 2,195 92 
Third-level 17,653 17,449 -204 17,408 -41 

17/09/2014WRTT07100Public Sector Staff Data

17/09/2014WRTT072001256. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 



Questions - Written Answers

700

staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from primary, secondary and third level education 
from 1 July 2013 to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; 
the number of staff expected to leave in 2014 and the annual expected saving therefrom; the 
number of staff expected to leave in 2015 and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff 
expected to leave in 2016 and the annual savings therefrom; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33230/14]

17/09/2014WRTT07300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department has com-
piled detailed information on teacher retirements in respect of Primary, Secondary and Com-
munity and Comprehensive Schools for the years 2012 and 2013.  The detailed information 
with effect from 2012 is available in tabular form on my Department’s website at the link http://
www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Statistical-Reports/Other-Statistical-Reports.
html.  Detailed information in respect of 2014 will be compiled in early 2015 and will be posted 
on my Department’s website.  In relation to the issue of savings, teaching vacancies that arise 
in schools due to retirements or otherwise are one of the few areas of the public service that are 
exempted from the Government’s moratorium on recruitment.  In addition, and notwithstanding 
the Government’s budgetary pressures, teacher numbers are increasing due to the on-going and 
significant increases in demographics at primary and post-primary level.  In this regard, there 
are a thousand more teachers employed in primary and post-primary schools around the country 
over the last year.  As the Deputy will be aware staff employed in the higher education sector 
area may be Exchequer funded posts, self-funded posts or research posts which can be funded 
by various organisations.  The number of core Exchequer funded posts in the Higher Education 
Authority (HEA) funded sector reduced by some 205 full-time equivalents from the end of June 
to end of December 2013.  Details of reductions in 2014 will be available when final returns are 
submitted after year end.  The position is that an Employment Control Framework (ECF) is in 
place for the higher education sector which provides institutions with considerable flexibility 
to fill vacancies, through recruitment or promotions on the basis of meeting an overall ceiling 
of posts.  My Department allocates recurrent funding to the HEA for direct disbursement to the 
Institutions, the internal allocation of which is a matter for individual institutions as autono-
mous bodies.  The recurrent funding allocated to the Higher Education Authority Institutions 
has reduced significantly in recent years from €1.118 billion in 2012 to €1.012 billion in 2013 
and to some €939 million this year.

  Question No. 1257 answered with Question No. 1250.

17/09/2014WRTT07700Disability Support Services

17/09/2014WRTT078001258. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills her posi-
tion on the report completed by the National Disability Authority into the practice of the assess-
ment of need under the Disability Act 2005 which was submitted by the NDA for consideration 
by her Department. [33271/14]

17/09/2014WRTT07900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The report to which the 
Deputy refers was submitted to my Department in 2012. The main findings of this report relating 
to the assessment of children with special needs were under consideration by my Department, 
Department of Health and the Health Service Executive at that time.  As a consequence of this 
consideration, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) were requested to provide 
policy advice on how the education system can best support children with special educational 
needs. The NCSE published its Policy Advice on Supporting Children with Special Educational 
Needs on 17 May, 2013.  This is a very significant report which is based on a review of best 
practice in both national and international research and follows a wide process of consultation 
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with children with Special Educational Needs, parents, representative groups, educational part-
ners, voluntary bodies and advocacy groups, including the National Disability Authority.  The 
main recommendations contained in the NCSE policy advice concur with the NDA report. The 
NCSE report concludes that diagnosis should not be a prerequisite or determinant for the allo-
cation of additional resources for a child or young person with special educational needs which 
should instead be based on the needs of the child, irrespective of category of disability. Instead, 
greater use should be made of school - based data and school performance in decision-making 
related to resource allocation.  One of the principal recommendations of the policy advice is 
that a new model should be developed for the allocation of additional teaching resources to 
mainstream schools, based on the profiled need of each school, which will ensure that a more 
equitable resource allocation system will be in place for students, which will be based on their 
educational needs as opposed to being based primarily on a diagnosis of disability.  The NCSE 
published its Report on a Proposed New Model for Allocating Teachers for Students with Spe-
cial Educational Needs on 18 June 2014.  The report recommends that all children should be 
allocated additional resources in line with their level of need, rather than by disability category 
and a new allocation model should be developed, based on a schools educational profile, while 
also providing a baseline allocation to every mainstream school in order to support inclusion.  
To assist with the process of considering the report recommendations, my Department has be-
gun to gather information required to develop the proposed new model. This will review how 
the proposed model will impact on schools. There will also be full and comprehensive consulta-
tion with stakeholders and education partners, including the parents of special needs children.

17/09/2014WRTT08000Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRTT081001259. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
change the means test for the higher education grant to take into account outgoings such as 
mortgages and so on; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33330/14]

17/09/2014WRTT08200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Student grant applications 
are means tested on gross income from all sources earned inside and outside the State within a 
specified reference period.  The assessment of income from the same starting point is deemed to 
be fair and reasonable because this approach eliminates any distortion which might arise from 
different spending decisions in different households. In the interest of equity, I have no plans to 
change this arrangement.

17/09/2014WRTT08300Education and Training Provision

17/09/2014WRTT084001260. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason her 
Department reneged on a decision to provide school transport to students from the Balbriggan, 
Balrothery, Laytown and Bettystown areas who are enrolled to attend a college (details sup-
plied) this September; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33356/14]

17/09/2014WRTT08500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien Eng-
lish): The Deputy will be aware that under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School 
Transport Scheme children are eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 
kilometres from and are attending their nearest education centre as determined by my Depart-
ment/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.  The school transport scheme as it has 
operated at second level has a very restrictive approach to providing transport to other than the 
nearest school on the grounds of ethos. To provide transport in the circumstances set out by the 
Deputy would represent a significant change to the operation of the scheme with potentially 
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wide ranging cost and other implications.  Given this fact, I have asked officials to consider this 
matter in its wider context and to revert to me in due course with their analysis. That said, the 
present position remains that I am unable to accede to the request for eligibility for transport 
provision in this case.

17/09/2014WRTT08650SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Provision

17/09/2014WRTT087001261. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding funding for transportation for a person with a disability in order to attend a training 
course (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33359/14]

17/09/2014WRTT08800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A person’s Social Welfare 
entitlement is determined by Department of Social Protection. SOLAS Training Allowances are 
aligned to the persons Social Welfare entitlements. This amount is paid for the duration of the 
course. In addition, a weekly travel allowance based on distance travelled to the course is paid 
to trainees where appropriate. These are maximum rates payable to Trainees and are subject to 
terms and conditions. The travel allowances go towards enabling each participant to continue 
with their course. SOLAS has made further enquiries with the relevant ETB which has advised 
that, in the context of the current economic climate and the resources available, unfortunately 
it is not possible to top up the travel rate beyond that already approved for the individual in 
question.

17/09/2014WRTT08900Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

17/09/2014WRTT090001262. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on whether 
a person (details supplied) is suitable to head a statutory board to assist the victims of church 
religious orders. [33369/14]

17/09/2014WRTT09100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Caranua, the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board was selected following an 
open recruitment competition conducted by the Public Appointments Service (PAS). In accor-
dance with the provisions of section 13 of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 
my predecessor designated the person selected by PAS to be the first Chief Executive of the 
Board. At its first meeting held on 27 March 2013, the person so designated was appointed by 
the Board to be its first Chief Executive. I understand that the Chief Executive has extensive 
experience in the delivery, design and management of services for groups who are socially dis-
advantaged and immediately prior to her current appointment was an independent management 
and social policy consultant with public, voluntary and philanthropic bodies. I am not aware 
that any work she may have carried out in any of those capacities would give rise to a conflict 
of interest or impact on her ability to perform the functions associated with the position of Chief 
Executive of Caranua.

17/09/2014WRTT09200Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2014WRTT093001263. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding the situation with a school (details supplied) in County Cork who were granted 
funding for a new school in 2011; if her Department have had contact with the parents’ actions 
group; if the site has been selected and the location of same; the sites under consideration and 
their locations; the date on which the site selection process will end; the timeline for the pro-
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cess; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33370/14]

17/09/2014WRTT09400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The proposed new building 
for the school to which the Deputy refers is a major school building project which was included 
in the Five Year School Building Programme announced by the Department in March 2012, 
with the new school building to proceed to construction in 2015/16.

Officials from my Department have been in contact with the school’s Board of Management 
to confirm that approval has been given to facilitate the disposal of lands at Duntahane, Fermoy 
to my Department to provide a site for the school. The next step is the satisfactory completion 
of the conveyancing process. Officials from my Department will be in contact with the school’s 
Board of Management to keep them informed of progress in this regard.

17/09/2014WRTT09500Special Educational Needs Staffing

17/09/2014WRTT096001264. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the disproportionate reductions in special needs assistant posts in County 
Sligo; if she has any concern that these positions are being replaced by JobBridge internships; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33371/14]

17/09/2014WRTT09700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) sup-
port for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children qualify-
ing for SNA support. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such 
support. The criteria by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s 
Circular 0030/2014.  The NCSE have allocated over 10,900 Special Needs Assistant (SNA) 
posts in schools to support students with special needs for the 2014/2015 school year. This 
is more SNA posts than have ever previously been allocated, and has increased from 10,656 
posts at the end of the last school year. The exact numbers of SNAs will become clear when 
enrolments of students in mainstream schools are finalised later this month.  The deployment 
of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Management. SNAs 
should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care support requirements 
of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been allocated. It is a matter 
for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, which allows 
schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.  It is important to note that each school’s 
allocation of SNA support can change from year to year and may be increased or decreased as 
students who qualify for SNA support enrol or leave a school. New students with care needs 
may, or may not, enrol to replace students who have left, for example, or SNA allocations may 
be decreased where a child’s care needs have diminished over time. There is always a signifi-
cant churn of posts within the system.  Details of schools and their SNA allocations, includ-
ing in Co. Sligo, are available on the NCSE website at www.ncse.ie.  JobBridge, the National 
Internship Scheme, operated by the Department of Social Protection provide work experience 
placements for interns for a six to nine month period. This scheme aims to assist in breaking 
the cycle where jobseekers are unable to get a job without experience, either as new entrants to 
the labour market or as unemployed workers wishing to learn new skills. Recognised schools 
and Education Training Boards (ETBs) may choose to participate in the scheme if they wish. 
My Department’s circular 46/2011 states that an internship must not cause an existing member 
of staff to be displaced from the school or be used to fill a current vacancy in the school.  In 
addition, the Department of Social Protection have stringent monitoring in place at local level 
and investigate any complaint or alleged breach of the scheme. Schools and ETBs, participating 
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in the scheme, must submit an online monthly compliance check to verify that the terms of the 
internship are being met.

17/09/2014WRTT09800Trade Agreements

17/09/2014WRTT099001265. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has 
had any discussions with the Department for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation regarding the 
inclusion of education in the proposed transatlantic trade and investment partnership; if she has 
concerns regarding the negative impact that inclusion of education within this sphere would 
have on educational institutions here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33372/14]

17/09/2014WRTT10000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The negotiations with the 
United States on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) are the most ambi-
tious and broad based that the EU has ever undertaken. The breadth of the negotiations reflects 
the extensive benefits that could be won from any final agreement. However, when the EU 
Council agreed the negotiating directives to the Commission for these talks under last year’s 
Irish presidency of the EU, it was unanimously agreed by all Ministers, and accepted by the 
Commission, that any agreement with the United States would not herald any lowering of stan-
dards that our citizens rightly value. This is an important consideration in how the EU conducts 
its negotiations.  The Commission is required to frequently consult with Member States during 
the course of the talks. The Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, which co-ordinates 
this issue from a national perspective, uses these opportunities to tell EU negotiators about what 
we want to achieve from the talks. In this context, that Department is co-ordinating with all 
Government Departments, including my Department, in the ongoing development of Ireland’s 
trade policy position, to ensure that our best interests can be advocated to the EU Commis-
sion and included in the negotiations with the United States.  In relation to education, there is 
no proposal from the EU to further open up education services in the TTIP. Under Free Trade 
Agreements negotiated so far by the EU, member states are free to organise their educational 
policies, structures and standards as best suits their circumstances. This is especially important 
for Ireland as the high standard of our education is an essential and indispensable aspect of giv-
ing our students lifelong skills for successful careers in an innovation driven world.

17/09/2014WRTT10100School Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRTT102001266. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appli-
cation for a school bus service (details supplied) in County Cork will be reviewed; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33374/14]

17/09/2014WRTT10300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
I am pleased to advise that a new service commenced for pupils residing in the areas outlined by 
the Deputy on 26 August 2014 in accordance with the terms of my Department’s Post Primary 
School Transport Scheme.

17/09/2014WRTT10400Teacher Recruitment

17/09/2014WRTT105001267. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of retired teachers employed as substitute teachers in primary schools during the school years 
2012-2013 and 2013-2014.  [33379/14]
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17/09/2014WRTT10600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Teachers are employed by 
the managerial authorities of schools.  The detailed information sought by the Deputy is not 
readily available.  The comparative information currently available relates to March 2014 com-
pared to March 2013. In March a total of 282 retired teachers were employed by the managerial 
authorities of schools. One hundred and forty nine retired primary teachers and one hundred 
and thirty three retired voluntary secondary and community and comprehensive teachers were 
employed. However, seventy per cent of those teachers worked 5 days or less.  By comparison 
in March 2013 a total of 362 retired teachers were employed by the managerial authorities. 
Two hundred and eight retired primary teachers and one hundred and fifty four retired vol-
untary secondary and community and comprehensive teachers were employed. In that period 
eighty five per cent worked five days or less.  The policy of my Department is to ensure, as far 
as possible, that the managerial authorities of schools give priority to unemployed registered 
teachers who are fully qualified when filling vacant teaching posts.  My Department has issued 
a number of circulars addressing this issue in recent years. Under the terms of these circulars 
school Principals must maintain a list of unemployed registered teachers who are available for 
substitute work at short notice and report to the Board of Management on any exceptional oc-
casion where they have to engage a registered teacher who is retired.  A retired teacher who 
returns to teaching on or after 1 February 2012 commences at the first point of the incremental 
salary scale. Incremental credit for service prior to 1 February 2012, qualification allowances 
and certain job role allowances are also not payable.  These measures represents a significant 
financial disincentive for teachers who retired at the top of their salary scale, often with a post 
of responsibility allowance, to return to teaching.

17/09/2014WRTT10700School Placement

17/09/2014WRTT108001268. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
make a decision, following consultation with patrons, national associations of parents, recog-
nised school management organisations, recognised trade unions and staff associations repre-
senting teachers, on decisions by a board or a person acting on behalf of the board which may 
be appealed in accordance with section 29 of the Education Act 1998; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33406/14]

17/09/2014WRTT10900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Government gave approval in March of this year for drafting the Education (Admissions 
to Schools) Bill 2014 and the General Scheme has since been referred to the Office of the Par-
liamentary Counsel to the Government for drafting.  The aim in bringing forward legislative 
proposals in relation to school admission is to improve the admissions process and to ensure 
that the way schools decide on applications is structured, fair and transparent.  A key objective 
in designing the framework is to create greater confidence for parents that the admission criteria 
laid down by schools are legitimate, reasonable and fair.  The Deputy may also be interested 
to know that my Department is considering the development of a Parent and Student Charter. 
The purpose of the Charter is to strengthen the position of parents within the school system 
and foster a culture of improved engagement and communication by schools with parents and 
students. Changing how schools engage with, listen and respond to parent concerns will be an 
important part of a Charter. Providing parents with the rationale for any decision is important. 
If schools help parents to understand the basis for a decision, parents are more likely to accept 
the fairness of the decisions.

17/09/2014WRUU00150Education Policy



Questions - Written Answers

706

17/09/2014WRUU002001269. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on 
the ESRI report “Leaving School in Ireland: a longitudinal study of post-school transitions”; 
and her position regarding the class divisions evident in the study and implications for Govern-
ment policy. [33410/14]

17/09/2014WRUU00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the deputy is aware, the 
ESRI’s report “Leaving School in Ireland” highlights that young people from working-class 
backgrounds were less likely than their middle class peers to go on to higher education. Young 
people who attended socially mixed schools and middle-class schools were more likely than 
those from working class schools to go on to some form of further education and training or 
higher education. 

The DEIS programme is my Department’s main policy initiative aimed at addressing edu-
cational disadvantage.  All 849 primary and post primary schools, with a combined enrolment 
of over 160,000 pupils, participating in DEIS receive a range of additional resources including 
additional staffing, funding, access to literacy and numeracy programmes and assistance with 
activities such as school planning.  

Ongoing evaluation of the DEIS Programme shows that these supports are achieving im-
proved learning outcomes with continuing gains in literacy and numeracy evident in longi-
tudinal testing as well as improved attendance rates.  Second level attainment levels are also 
improving in DEIS schools.  The key DEIS supports of the Home School Community Liaison 
Scheme and the School Completion Programme, now delivered by TUSLA, promote child 
and family engagement with education and thereby achieve greater levels of participation and 
retention.

In addition, for almost two decades, there has been a strong focus in Ireland on achieving 
equity of access to higher education. Initiatives include the student grant system; the Fund for 
Students with Disabilities; the Student Assistance Fund; and the inclusion in the HEA funding 
allocation model of metrics which recognise and encourage institutional performance in rela-
tion to access.  Estimated participation by target socio-economic groups has increased from 
27% to 30% for those from non-manual worker backgrounds and from 33% to 36% for those 
from semi and unskilled worker backgrounds between 2005 and 2013.

The Report also highlights the importance of guidance provision. My Department recom-
mends that guidance is a whole school responsibility, with guidance counsellors playing a key 
role within the overall school team approach. Where possible, group work and class based 
activity should be used so as to maximise the time available for those students who are most in 
need of one to one support.

  Question No. 1270 answered with Question No. 1250.

17/09/2014WRUU00450School Accommodation

17/09/2014WRUU005001271. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the situation regarding the building of new school premises for a school 
(details supplied) in County Cork; the extent to which her Department is monitoring the con-
struction project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33414/14]

17/09/2014WRUU00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The School Authority is the 
client for the project referred to by the Deputy and has a contract in place with the Building 
Contractor. The Department is not a party to that contract. 
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My Department is aware of the delays which have been encountered in reaching completion 
of the works and the School Authority continues to keep the Department informed of progress 
in that respect.

17/09/2014WRUU00650Student Grant Scheme Reform

17/09/2014WRUU007001272. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
reverse the cuts in the third level maintenance grant over the past several years in recognition 
of the dramatically increasing rates of rent for student accommodation; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33478/14]

17/09/2014WRUU00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will appreciate 
that the current economic circumstances of the country are such that I am not in a position to 
reverse changes to third level maintenance grants at this time.

However, I do understand the concerns of students in this regard and I will take account of 
these in considering any future changes as part of the budgetary process for 2015 and beyond, 
having regard to the position of the public finances.

17/09/2014WRUU00850Pupil-Teacher Ratio

17/09/2014WRUU009001273. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to 
the State to ensure a pupil teacher ratio of 15:1 in all primary schools for children aged nine and 
under, and 20:1 for children above that age category in primary school; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33514/14]

17/09/2014WRUU010001343. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 
reducing the ratio for a fourth teacher in Gaeltacht schools from 86 to 76; the number of extra 
teachers that would need to be employed to do same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33770/14]

17/09/2014WRUU01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1273 and 1343 together.

A significant amount of analysis would be required to provide an indicative estimate for the 
costings requested by the Deputy.  It is not possible in the time available, to undertake such an 
analysis.  This information will be provided to the Deputy as soon as it can be gathered.

Given the current budgetary environment there is no scope in the short term to consider im-
provements to pupil teacher allocation ratios.  My Department’s focus for the forseeable future 
is on targeting any additional resources to cater for the continuing increase in demographics at 
all levels in the education system. 

17/09/2014WRUU01150Student Universal Support Ireland Expenditure

17/09/2014WRUU012001274. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
amounts in Student Universal Support Ireland grants issued to students during each of the past 
five years; the number of students who received grants during each of those years; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33515/14]
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17/09/2014WRUU01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be aware, 
Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) have processed all new applications since it began 
operation in the 2012/13 academic year. The details below in relation to SUSI’s expenditure on 
student grants and the number of students who were awarded a grant in 2012/13 and 2013/14 
academic years are compiled from information supplied to my Department by SUSI.

My Department is currently analysing the data received in the 2013/2014 Annual Statistical 
Return from SUSI and the final number of awards will be available in the coming weeks. The 
expenditure in relation to the 2013/14 academic year is also currently being finalised and relates 
to both maintenance and fee grants.

Academic Year No. of Students Awarded Expenditure
2012/13 40,611 €149m
2013/14* 59,753 €240m

*Provisional statistics and expenditure in respect of the 2013/14 academic year

17/09/2014WRUU01350State Examinations

17/09/2014WRUU014001275. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of 
funds allocated for reform of State exams; if she will provide a breakdown of the way these 
funds will be managed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33516/14]

17/09/2014WRUU01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the reformed Junior 
Cycle is implemented over the coming years, the role of the State Examinations Commission 
will change and its involvement will be less extensive than it has been to date in the Junior Cer-
tificate.  It is, nevertheless, expected that some transitional costs may arise.  To date there have 
been no additional costs to the SEC.  Costs arising in 2015 and subsequent years are part of the 
estimates process and will not be finalised until after the budget in the relevant year.

At Senior Cycle, the SEC will be involved in the trialling of possible new practical proce-
dures in the Leaving Certificate sciences and this is currently being costed. Most of the actual 
trial work will commence in 2015.

Funding has been ring-fenced for the implementation of the reformed Junior Cycle. The 
combined costs of curriculum and CPD support in a full year will be of the order of €10 million.

The NCCA has prioritised the Junior Cycle in its workplan and is currently working on a 
number of subjects that will be phased in over the next number of years. A Junior Cycle for 
Teachers’ Support Service has been established under the directorship of Dr. Pádraig Kirk and 
will, in this academic year, be working with school leaders and with English and Science teach-
ers in particular.

The NCCA is also prioritising work at senior cycle with its development of new specifica-
tions, for example, in the sciences, in physical education and in economics.

17/09/2014WRUU01650Third Level Fees

17/09/2014WRUU016001276. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to 
the State for funding registration fees for students in September 2013. [33517/14]

17/09/2014WRUU017001277. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected 
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cost if the State had funded all registration fees for students in higher level institutions in Sep-
tember 2013. [33518/14]

17/09/2014WRUU01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1276 and 1277 together.

The position is that the exchequer meets the cost of tuition fees, through my Department’s 
free fees schemes, in respect of full-time undergraduate students who meet the terms of the 
schemes. Student who qualify for free fees funding must pay a Student Contribution however 
those students who qualify under my Department’s Student Grant Scheme have the Contribu-
tion paid on their behalf by the Exchequer.

There was a total of 129,200 students who qualified for free fees funding in 2013/14 and it 
would therefore have cost my Department a total of €323m to fund the Student Contribution for 
those students in 2013/14.

The Deputy will appreciate that the exact spend on Student Contribution in relation to the 
2013/14 academic year under the Student Grant Scheme is not yet finalised, however, it is esti-
mated that the spend will be some €160m.

17/09/2014WRUU01850School Funding

17/09/2014WRUU019001278. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her Depart-
ment has conducted any research on payment of voluntary contributions by parents to schools 
during the past five years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33519/14]

17/09/2014WRUU020001280. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
instruct her Department to collect and record information on the level of voluntary contribu-
tions collected by schools; the reason this information is not recorded; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33521/14]

17/09/2014WRUU021001281. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her Depart-
ment have conducted a feasibility study on preventing schools from charging voluntary contri-
butions to schools. [33528/14]

17/09/2014WRUU02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1278, 1280 and 1281 together.

Apart from those recognised fee-charging second level schools, recognised primary and 
post primary schools are precluded from charging school fees.  Voluntary contributions by par-
ents are permissible provided it is made absolutely clear to parents that there is no question of 
compulsion to pay and that, in making a contribution, they are doing so of their own volition.

It is not my Department’s policy to prohibit the practice of schools seeking contributions 
from parents so long as it is made absolutely clear that the contributions concerned are volun-
tary. I have no plans to alter this position provided schools ensure that the contributions are 
sought in a manner that makes this clear to all concerned. It is also important that schools are 
cognisant of the financial pressures that many parents are currently experiencing and that such 
fundraising is carried out in a manner that is sensitive to these difficulties. Decisions in relation 
to such contributions are dealt with at local school level and my Department therefore does not 
hold data centrally in relation to the amounts involved.

The Deputy may also be aware that the Government gave approval in March of this year for 
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drafting the Education (Admissions to Schools) Bill 2014 and the General Scheme has since 
been referred to the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to the Government for drafting. 

The aim in bringing forward legislative proposals in relation to school admission is to im-
prove the admissions process and to ensure that the way schools decide on applications is struc-
tured, fair and transparent.  The legislative proposals will, inter alia, prohibit the charging of any 
fees or contributions as part of the school admission process.

17/09/2014WRUU02250School Textbooks

17/09/2014WRUU023001279. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected 
cost to the State for introducing a completely free book scheme for primary school students 
that would not require payment of a rental fee by parents; the projected cost to the State of in-
troducing a completely free book scheme for secondary school students that would not require 
payment of a rental fee by parents; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33520/14]

17/09/2014WRUU02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information sought is 
not readily available to my Department, however one estimate from publishers’ sources sug-
gests that the Irish school book market is worth approximately €60 million per annum.

My Department provides some €15 million in book grants annually to primary and second-
ary school students and it would cost an estimated €45 million to cover the full cost.

In addition Budget 2014 provided funding of €5 million for three years to support the estab-
lishment of book rental schemes in primary schools that did not operate such schemes

Questions Nos. 1280 and 1281 answered with Question No. 1278.

17/09/2014WRUU02550Student Grant Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WRUU026001282. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding college grant support in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33536/14]

17/09/2014WRUU027001297. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is any 
scheme or grant to assist a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33610/14]

17/09/2014WRUU02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1282 and 1297 together.

For student grant purposes, students are categorised according to their circumstances either 
as students dependent on parents or a legal guardian, or as independent mature students.

For a dependent student, the reckonable income for grant purposes includes both his/her 
own income and that of his/her parents/legal guardians. An applicant’s class is defined at his/her 
first point of entry to an approved higher or further education course and will continue to apply 
for the duration of his/her studies.

A student may be assessed as an independent mature student if he or she has attained the age 
of 23 on the 1st January of the year of first entry to an approved course or of re-entry follow-
ing a break in studies of at least three years and is not ordinarily resident with his/her parents 



17 September 2014

711

from the previous October. Otherwise he or she would continue to be assessed on the basis of 
parental income.   

Officials of my Department have contacted Louth/Meath ETB, the relevant grant awarding 
authority in this case,  who confirmed that in the case of the student referred to by the Deputy 
he was awarded a fee grant of 50% student contribution in the 2013/2014 academic year having 
been assessed with reference to his parents reckonable income details. The awarding authority 
also confirmed that they have not to date received an application from the student to renew his 
grant application in the respect of the 2014/2015 academic year.

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and com-
passionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to 
their financial circumstances. Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer 
in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary 
basis.

17/09/2014WRUU02850Special Educational Needs Staffing

17/09/2014WRUU029001283. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will re-
verse the decision to reduce teacher and special needs assistant numbers at St. Michael’s House, 
Baldoyle, Dublin 13 as a matter of urgency; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33537/14]

17/09/2014WRUU03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), through its network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SE-
NOs), is responsible for the allocation of staffing in special schools. The NCSE operates within 
my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.

The NCSE is currently examining the current staffing allocation in the school to which the 
Deputy refers, with reference to its current enrolment and student profile.On completion of this 
examination, the school will be notified of the outcome. 

17/09/2014WRUU03050Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRUU031001284. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a 
mechanism available to a mature student to recommence a course at degree level, if they al-
ready have a masters qualification, to improve their employment prospects; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33541/14]

17/09/2014WRUU03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): To satisfy the terms and 
conditions of the student grant scheme in relation to progression, a student must be moving 
from year to year within a course, having successfully completed the previous year or be trans-
ferring from one course to another, where the award for the subsequent course is of a higher 
level than the previous course.

The objective of this policy is to help as many students as possible to obtain one qualifica-
tion at each level of study. Given the level of demand on the student grant budget from first time 
students and students that are progressing with their studies to a higher level, there are no plans 
at present to change the arrangements in place.

A student holding a postgraduate Level 9 Master’s qualification would not satisfy the pro-
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gression requirements of the Scheme on commencing an undergraduate Level 8 degree pro-
gramme.

17/09/2014WRUU03250School Transport Applications

17/09/2014WRUU033001285. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding school transport in respect of a child (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33548/14]

17/09/2014WRUU03400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible 
for transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kilometres from and are attending their near-
est national school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language. 

Distance eligibility is determined by Bus Éireann by measuring the shortest traversable 
route from the child’s home to the relevant school.

For measurement purposes the shortest traversable route between the child’s home and the 
relevant school may be either a pedestrian or vehicular route, and it is not necessarily the route 
that a school bus might take. 

Bus Éireann has confirmed that there are in fact two nearer national schools to the family 
referred to by the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRUU03450Teachers’ Remuneration

17/09/2014WRUU035001286. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on 
a matter (details supplied) regarding teachers’ pay conditions; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33562/14]

17/09/2014WRUU03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Internationally comparable 
data on educational indicators such as teachers’ salaries and instruction time in schools are com-
piled and published annually by the OECD Directorate for Education and Skills. The report, 
“Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators” provides authoritative information on the state of 
education and the performance of education systems in more than 40 countries including Ire-
land. “Education at a Glance 2014” was published on 9th September 2014 and can be accessed 
on the OECD website www.oecd.org. In addition, my Department has published a summary of 
information relevant to Ireland’s education system on the website www.education.ie.

17/09/2014WRUU03650Departmental Agencies Expenditure

17/09/2014WRUU037001287. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the names of 
any legal counsel who provided services to Quality and Qualifications Ireland since its estab-
lishment; the services they provided; and the costs of these services. [33598/14]

17/09/2014WRUU038001288. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the names 
of any consultants who have provided services to Quality and Qualifications Ireland since its 
establishment; the services they provided; and the costs of each of these services. [33599/14]
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17/09/2014WRUU039001289. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 198 of 24 June 2014 if she will provide a breakdown of how the 
€54,796 was spent by Quality and Qualifications Ireland on public relations and media manage-
ment; the names of consultants contracted and what was provided in exchange for this payment. 
[33600/14]

17/09/2014WRUU040001290. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 198 of 24 June 2014 if she will provide a breakdown of how the 
€54,769 was spent by Quality and Qualifications Ireland on policy development and implemen-
tation support; the names of consultants contracted; what was provided in exchange for this 
payment and the policies which were developed and implemented. [33601/14]

17/09/2014WRUU041001291. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 198 of 24 June 2014, if she will provide a breakdown of how 
the €18,250 was spent by Quality and Qualifications Ireland on branding and design services; 
the names of consultants contracted and what was provided in exchange for this payment. 
[33602/14]

17/09/2014WRUU042001292. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 198 of 24 June 2014 if she will provide a breakdown of how the 
€385,532 was spent by Quality and Qualifications Ireland on ICT services; the names of con-
sultants contracted and what was provided in exchange for this payment. [33603/14]

17/09/2014WRUU043001293. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 198 of 24 June 2014 if she will provide a breakdown of the €9,328 
spent by Quality and Qualifications Ireland on hotels; the names of hotels and what training 
events they were used for. [33604/14]

17/09/2014WRUU044001294. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 198 of 24 June 2014 if she will provide a breakdown of the €16,017 
spent on educational assistance for staff in Quality and Qualifications Ireland; and what courses 
were funded or partially funded for these staff. [33605/14]

17/09/2014WRUU044501295. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the names 
of any professional speakers who addressed Quality and Qualifications Ireland staff events. 
[33606/14]

17/09/2014WRUU044751296. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total cost 
to Quality and Qualifications Ireland for commissioning professional speakers to address staff, 
including the speaker’s fee and cost of travel and accommodation. [33607/14]

17/09/2014WRUU04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1287 to 1296, inclusive, together.

My Department has been liaising with QQI to collate the information requested by the Dep-
uty. Given the level of detail involved, I propose to write to the Deputy to provide the detailed 
information sought.

  Question No. 1297 answered with Question No. 1282.

17/09/2014WRVV00150Literacy Levels

17/09/2014WRVV002001298. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
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improve literacy rates in the adult population; the funds allocated to same; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33621/14]

17/09/2014WRVV003001304. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has set 
a target date for Ireland to reach 100% literacy for persons aged 15 and over; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33627/14]

17/09/2014WRVV00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 1298 and 1304 together.

The provision of adult literacy services is a key priority of this government in the area of 
Further Education and Training and has led to significant policy development in recent times. 

The Programme for Government sets out commitments for adult literacy provision under its 
labour market and lifelong learning policies. The importance of literacy skills was reinforced 
in the legislation establishing SOLAS, the Further Education and Training Authority, which 
included a requirement for a strategy aimed at promoting, developing and encouraging literacy 
and numeracy.

Strategic Goal 2 of the Further Education and Training Strategy 2014-2019, launched in 
May this year, includes the devising and implementation of a strategy for literacy and numeracy 
across the further education and training sector. The actions include improving the literacy and 
numeracy of the adult population, enhancing CPD provision for staff, embedding literacy and 
numeracy within further education and training provision and setting targets and objectives for 
literacy and numeracy programmes. SOLAS will shortly establish a Strategic Implementation 
Advisory Group of stakeholders to support the implementation of the FET Strategy.  

The Review of the Adult Literacy Service published last year made a number of recommen-
dations which have been taken into account in devising the FET strategy and in revising the 
adult literacy operational guidelines.

The literacy levels of adults in Ireland have improved in recent years as shown in the Pro-
gramme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC) report published last 
year. The updates on targets set in the National Skills Strategy have shown continuous improve-
ment in the numbers of adults with lower secondary or less education levels. My Department 
will continue to work with SOLAS and the Education and Training Boards, the main providers 
of literacy services to adults, to improve the literacy levels of adults in Ireland to enhance their 
employment prospects, personal development and education progression. 

Annual funding for the Adult Literacy Programme is of the order of €30 million. In addition, 
a further €2.8 million is provided for the Workplace Basic Education Fund Programme, which 
focuses on basic skills for employees, from the National Training Fund.

17/09/2014WRVV00450Literacy Levels

17/09/2014WRVV005001299. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
instruct her Department to establish and chair an adult literacy implementation group involving 
key stakeholders, to ensure national adult literacy policy priorities are implemented and targets 
monitored and achieved; and the timeframe in which she will do same. [33622/14]

17/09/2014WRVV00600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The Further Education and Training Strategy sets out the priorities for the sector including adult 
literacy and basic skills. The legislation establishing SOLAS set out the reporting requirements 
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including an annual report to the Minister on the previous year’s activities which is also laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas. The SOLAS Board, comprising stakeholders from the FET 
sector including adult learning, will oversee the activities of SOLAS. 

I would also like to inform the Deputy that SOLAS plan to establish a Strategic Implemen-
tation Advisory Group shortly to support it in implementing the FET Strategy. This Group will 
include stakeholders working at all levels in the FET sector, including literacy.

I am confident there will be sufficient levels of oversight in place to successfully implement 
the FET Strategy and have no plans to establish any further oversight or monitoring process. 

17/09/2014WRVV00650Literacy Levels

17/09/2014WRVV007001300. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her Depart-
ment has conducted any research on the costs involved to address the literacy problems held by 
one in four adults here. [33623/14]

17/09/2014WRVV00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
SOLAS, the Further Education and Training (FET) Authority, through the annual Service Plan 
process will allocate funding to Education and Training Boards based on the level of demand 
identified for programmes, including adult literacy. The level of funding provided will also 
depend on the overall budgetary position. The annual funding provision for the Adult Literacy 
Programme has been maintained at €30 million in recent years.

Of course addressing adult literacy problems is not just an issue of resources.  A major 
review of adult literacy was completed in 2013 and sets out a series of recommendations on 
how adult literacy services can be more effective. These recommendations have been taken 
forward through revising the operational guidelines governing the service and are reflected in 
the Further Education and Training Strategy 2014-19.  It should also be noted that one in six 
Irish adults were at or below level 1 in the 2012 PIAAC survey.  While much work remains to 
be done in this area, it is a significant improvement on the figure quoted by the Deputy, which 
comes from a 1997 survey.

17/09/2014WRVV00850Adult Education

17/09/2014WRVV009001301. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the budget 
allocated to the intensive tuition for adult basic education during each of the past five years; 
the number of participants during each of those years; the number of persons who were refused 
places on ITABE during each of those years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33624/14]

17/09/2014WRVV01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
An annual budget of €2 million has been provided for the ITABE programme for each of the 
last five years. The number of participants for these years is as follows: 

Year Number of participants
2009 2,101
2010 2,060
2011 2,054
2012 2,134
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Year Number of participants
2013 2,027

The ITABE programme is operated locally by Education and Training Boards and provides 
six hours of tuition per week instead of the two hours generally available through the main-
stream adult literacy programme. Learners are offered a place on the programme by the Lit-
eracy service where this is deemed to be the most beneficial provision for them. My Department 
has no information on the number of persons, if any, who are refused places on the programme.

17/09/2014WRVV01050Back to Education Allowance Applications

17/09/2014WRVV011001302. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of participants on level 3 and level 4 courses through BTEI during each of the past five years. 
[33625/14]

17/09/2014WRVV01200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien Eng-
lish): Data on BTEI participation is collected based on the overall numbers enrolled in the 
programme.  This data is not broken down by the number of participants at different levels.  My 
Department does not have the data in the format requested by the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRVV01250Education Schemes

17/09/2014WRVV013001303. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of participants who availed of tuition through the workplace basic education fund during each 
of the past five years; the funding allocated to the WBEF during each of these years. [33626/14]

17/09/2014WRVV01400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The number of participants who availed of tuition and the funding allocated to the Workplace 
Basic Education Fund Programme for the last five years is as follows: 

Year No. of Participants Funding allocated
2009 943 €975,532   
2010 1,664 €1,686,520
2011 2,305 €2,800,000
2012 3,247 €2,800,000
2013 3,183 €2,800,000

  Question No. 1304 answered with Question No. 1298.

17/09/2014WRVV01550Literacy Levels

17/09/2014WRVV016001305. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
allocated to family literacy programmes; and the number of participants in them during each of 
the past five years. [33628/14]

17/09/2014WRVV01700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The funding allocated and the number of participants in the Family Literacy Project for the last 
five years is as follows: 
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Year No. of Participants Funding Allocated
2009/2010 1,408 €196,000
2010/2011 2,132 €230,968
2011/2012 2,167 €229,000
2012/2013 2,804 €271,900
2013/2014 Not yet available €265,000

17/09/2014WRVV01750Third Level Participation

17/09/2014WRVV018001306. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of access programmes to assist disadvantaged students enter third level during each of the past 
five years; the number of students who have entered third level using these programmes dur-
ing each of these years; the funding allocated to the programmes during each of these years. 
[33629/14]

17/09/2014WRVV01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of the implementa-
tion of national access policy and the national access plan, my Department, through the HEA, 
supports the access programmes of higher education institutions. This has included support for 
the HEAR admissions scheme which targets entry by school-leavers from disadvantaged back-
grounds to seventeen HEA institutions (http://www.accesscollege.ie/). The HEAR scheme has 
operated on a fully national basis, as part of the annual CAO process since 2010. 

A summary of the number of students entering through the scheme over the past five years is 
provided in Table A (following), together with a summary of the Strategic Innovation Funding 
(SIF) amounts allocated to both the HEAR and DARE scheme for students with disabilities in 
2010 and 2011. 

As part of the annual recurrent grant to twenty-six higher education institutions, the HEA 
includes metrics in the HEA funding allocation model which recognise and encourage insti-
tutional performance in relation to access. The metrics used for this element are based on the 
number of students from target groups in the National Access Plan, who are enrolled in each 
funded institution. The target groups are first time mature student entrants to undergraduate 
programmes of study; students from under-represented socio-economic groups; undergraduates 
who are eligible for disability funding support and a small number of students who are members 
of the Irish Traveller community. A summary of this element of the overall higher education 
funding allocation model is outlined in Table B (following). 

While these metrics are used to inform grant allocations, the above amounts do not represent 
core funding specifically for access. The HEA allocates a block grant to institutions and each 
HEI must allocate funding from within that to support access.

The metrics used include data gathered through an equal access survey that is administered 
as part of the annual registration process of each institution. Based on the voluntary response 
by students to this survey, Table C (following) sets out an estimate of the overall number of 
entrants from the two target socio-economic groups (non-manual and semi-unskilled) in the 
national access plan to twenty-six, HEA funded institutions.
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Table A  
Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
HEAR acceptances 1,017 1,366 1,716 2,012 2,155
SIF allocation €352,803 €227,042 - -

Table B
Year 2011 2012 2013 2014
Core Access Allocation 
(26 institutions)

€19m €29m €29m €26m

Table C
Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Estimate of Total Entrants from Target So-
cio-Economic Groups to HEA Institutions

8,098 8,363 8,233 8,640 9,150

17/09/2014WRVV01950School Patronage

17/09/2014WRVV020001307. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
assist schools with divestment of patronage from religious orders. [33636/14]

17/09/2014WRVV021001376. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide in tabular form the names of skills that are in the process of changing or plan to change 
patronage; their current patrons and prospective patrons. [33939/14]

17/09/2014WRVV02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1307 and 1376 together.

Five new primary schools opened at the start of the current school year under the patronage 
divestment process. All five schools are operating under the patronage of Educate Together. The 
details of the schools are contained in the following table.

The Department engages directly with the main Catholic patrons in the areas identified for 
patronage divesting with the assistance of the Catholic Schools Partnership.  The Patrons and 
the Catholic School Partnership engage with and support the catholic school community locally.

The focus is now on identifying viable start-up schools for 2015 and beyond and the De-
partment is consulting with the Catholic patron representatives and bodies such as Educate 
Together in this exercise.  It is too early at this stage to say where new schools may commence 
under the divestment process in 2015.

Schools opened under patronage divesting process September 2013

School Name Patron Accommodation Accommodation 
status

*Portabello ERNS Educate Together Former Edmund Rice 
Schools Trust Building, Basin 
Lane,Dublin 8 

Permanent

*This school opened in temporary accommodation in 2013.  It has now moved to its per-
manent location.



17 September 2014

719

Schools opened under patronage divesting process September 2014 

School Name Patron Accommodation Accommodation 
Status

Malahide/Portmarnock 
ETNS

Educate Together Holywell ETNS Temporary

Tramore ETNS Educate Together Pond Lane, Tramore Temporary
Trim ETNS Educate Together The Glebe, Trim Temporary
Newtownwhite ETNS, 
Ballina

Educate Together Former CoI NS, 
Newtownwhite

Permanent

17/09/2014WRVV02250Education Policy

17/09/2014WRVV023001308. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which her Department has drawn on top performing education models, such as Finland, as set 
out in the programme for Government. [33637/14]

17/09/2014WRVV02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department actively reviews, on an ongoing basis, international best practice in relation 
to education and training matters.  As a member of a number of different international organisa-
tions, Ireland has access to international data and studies across a range of relevant education 
and training issues.  

As the Deputy will be aware, there is a significant programme of reform under way in the 
education and skills sector in Ireland and this draws, as appropriate, from the findings of na-
tional and international studies as well as lessons derived from experience in other top perform-
ing models in a range of countries.  

Being open to learning from the experience of others and applying this learning to our own 
situation is, and will remain, a key part of the process of developing and implementing policy 
in the education and skills sector in Ireland.  

17/09/2014WRVV02450Education Policy

17/09/2014WRVV025001309. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the Programme for Government commitment to allow greater freedom and autonomy 
to school principals and boards to raise educational standards by devolving more responsibility 
locally, with greater freedom to allocate and manage staff with required flexibility and to del-
egate management responsibilities to teachers as school priorities require. [33638/14]

17/09/2014WRVV02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Programme for Gov-
ernment 2011-2016 contains a commitment to changing certain decision-making responsibili-
ties in relation to the delivery of aspects of education at both primary and post-primary levels. 
My Department has already begun to progress this commitment, mindful that changes in school 
autonomy need to be carefully planned and supported if they are to achieve improved educa-
tional outcomes for our children. 

The skills levels of school leaders and teachers are critical factors in enabling schools to 
benefit from both existing and any increased levels of school autonomy with regard to school 
governance, curriculum, pedagogy and assessment. The Department has made considerable 
investment to build the professional competence of school leaders through its support services 
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and through the work of the education partners including the IPPN and NAPD. Developing 
the leadership skills of principals and deputy principals will be an essential requirement of any 
plans to increase school autonomy. Equally, the strong focus in current policy development on 
increasing the skills levels of Irish teachers and driving the professionalism of teaching, evident 
in the work of the Teaching Council, is important.

We are already moving towards greater autonomy in the area of curriculum and assess-
ment. Already, the primary school curriculum provides considerable flexibility to schools and 
teachers to select and prioritise different aspects of curricular content to advance the learning 
needs of students. The major reforms that are already being introduced at junior cycle will 
bring further autonomy for schools over curriculum. The Junior Cycle Student Award (JCSA) 
offers flexibilities and opportunities for innovation in curriculum through enabling schools to 
offer short courses and alternative learning experiences. It already includes formal recognition 
for school-based assessment outcomes. This extends considerably the scope for post-primary 
schools to plan and teach creatively and to implement curricula that promote innovation and 
independent learning.

The proposals made in the recently published NCSE discussion document regarding the 
creation of a single pot of SEN-related teaching posts in schools may offer further opportuni-
ties for school autonomy. These would provide schools with the greater freedom to allocate and 
manage staff with required flexibility which is envisaged in the Programme for Government. 
The recent introduction of school self-evaluation at primary and post-primary levels enables 
schools themselves to arrive at school-specific information on how well they are doing, which 
they are expected to use in their planning for improvement. This encourages schools to use 
their autonomy to prioritise particular learning targets and to make the necessary pedagogical 
changes to achieve those targets within a broad curriculum and pedagogical framework.

We know that putting appropriate supports in place is a critical step to realising in a fresh 
way the curriculum, pedagogical, and assessment autonomy that schools currently have and 
may be given in the future and that is why this work is already underway.

17/09/2014WRVV02650School Evaluations

17/09/2014WRVV027001310. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
require schools to draw five year development plans for their schools and individual teachers. 
[33639/14]

17/09/2014WRVV02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Since November 2012 when 
the school self-evaluation circulars and Guidelines were launched, schools have been required 
to engage in school self-evaluation. The process should be evidence-based and reflective with a 
focus on improving learner outcomes. It should be approached from a whole-school perspective 
so that improvements take place in all classrooms and learning settings.  The process requires 
schools to complete a school self-evaluation report and a three-year school improvement plan 
with a focus on one aspect of teaching and learning each year. Schools were required to com-
plete the first report and plan by the end of the 2013/14 school year and to make summaries of 
these available to their own school communities. 

17/09/2014WRVV02850Teacher Training Provision

17/09/2014WRVV029001311. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the changes 
in professional development for maths and science teachers that have taken place since 2012; 
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and any future planned changes. [33640/14]

17/09/2014WRVV030001318. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the chang-
es in pre-service and in-service training in teaching of literacy for all primary and secondary 
school teachers during the past three years. [33689/14]

17/09/2014WRVV03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1311 and 1318 together.

Education provided at all levels in all subjects is informed by developments in my Depart-
ment’s policies and strategies and those of the Teaching Council, the statutory regulator and 
professional standards body for the teaching profession.  Amongst the changes in the areas 
referenced by the Deputy are the “Literacy and Numeracy for Learning and Life – The National 
Strategy to Improve Literacy and Numeracy for Children and Young People 2011-2020”, the 
introduction of a post graduate course for teachers of Mathematics, the revised Project Maths 
curriculum and the roll out of support for the Junior Cycle Schools Award.

The Teaching Council’s Policy on the Continuum of Teacher Education, published in June 
2011, set out its vision for teacher education from initial teacher education, through induction 
and continuing professional development and identified literacy and numeracy as priority areas.  
Initial Teacher Education: Criteria and Guidelines for Programme Providers published in Au-
gust 2011 set out the criteria to be observed by Higher Education Institutions seeking Council 
accreditation of programmes of initial teacher education. 

Criteria, which relate to  a range of areas including programme design, areas of study, pro-
gramme duration, numbers and qualifications of staff, facilities and resources, require, among 
other things, a lengthening of ITE programmes, with an increased emphasis and focus on the 
key strategic priorities of literacy and numeracy as mandatory areas of study, enhancement of 
student teachers’ competence in promoting and assessing literacy and numeracy, reference to 
literacy and numeracy in all assessments and an extended Gaeltacht placement with a specific 
focus on more effectively integrated language teaching and learning.

At post primary level, in 2012, the Council approved Teaching Council Registration: Cur-
ricular Subject Requirements (Post-primary), which set out the Council’s revised subject cri-
teria, to be met by persons entering post-graduate programmes of initial teacher education and 
persons graduating from post-primary concurrent ITE programmes. Subject criteria require 
that language teachers applying for registration must provide evidence that they have achieved 
a competency level of B2.2 on the Common European Framework for Languages (CEFR). 
The Council’s independent panels are reviewing all 60 reconceptualised programmes of initial 
teacher education. The issue of literacy has received significant attention from programme pro-
viders and from the panels.

Professional Development across a range of learning including Junior Cycle Schools Award 
and Project Maths continues to be provided during school time.

In addition, the Part-time Professional Diploma in Mathematics for Teaching, provided by 
the National Centre for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching and Learning (NCE-
MSTL),at the University of Limerick, funded by my Department, provides an opportunity for 
‘out of field’ maths teachers to upskill.  

17/09/2014WRVV03150School Evaluations

17/09/2014WRVV032001312. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
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change the system for evaluating schools; and the information she plans to make available to 
parents. [33641/14]

17/09/2014WRVV03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A range of mechanisms are 
in place for evaluating the work of schools. Schools are required to engage in school self-eval-
uation; the Inspectorate of my Department conducts a range of external inspections in schools 
that report on the quality and standards of teaching and learning in classrooms; national moni-
toring of standards is achieved through the periodic examination of standards in literacy and nu-
meracy in national assessments of English reading and Mathematics at primary level conducted 
by the Educational Research Centre (ERC), Drumcondra; and standards in  literacy, numeracy 
and science in primary and post-primary schools are monitored and benchmarked against in-
ternational standards through our participation in the Trends in International Mathematics and 
Science Study (TIMSS), PIRLS (the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) 
and the Programme for International Student assessment (PISA). Using this range of measures 
to monitor standards and achievement in schools enables me and the public to be assured of the 
quality of learning and teaching in schools.

Developments and actions will take place under each of these measures in the months and 
years ahead. During the 2014/15 school year, the Inspectorate of my Department will be con-
ducting initial surveys to monitor the implementation of school self-evaluation in schools and I 
will be publishing plans for a Parent Charter that will strengthen the position of parents gener-
ally within our school system. The issue of the types of information that should be made avail-
able to parents is an issue that I will be looking at in that context. The Inspectorate’s programme 
of external inspections has altered considerably in recent years and will continue to evolve, 
including the development of curriculum-focussed inspections at primary level.  Preliminary 
results from the 2014 assessments of mathematics and English reading in primary schools are 
expected to be available from the ERC in late 2014 or early 2015; the next round of PISA will 
be conducted in 2015 and published by the OECD in 2016; and the next rounds of TIMSS and 
PIRLS are expected to be conducted in 2015 and 2016 respectively. 

17/09/2014WRVV03350Apprenticeship Programmes

17/09/2014WRVV034001313. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
there is no phase 2 apprenticeship course in electrical, available in the Ballyfermot Training 
Centre, despite 500 apprentice electricians with year 1 completed on a waiting list and a fully 
equipped electrical training room sitting vacant. [33674/14]

17/09/2014WRVV03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I understand that SOLAS is 
currently in the process of preparing a comprehensive submission for a range of apprenticeship 
Instructor posts for my Department’s consideration. SOLAS informs me that it has incorporated 
a City of Dublin Education and Training Board Electrical Instructor post request into its analy-
sis and the submission is expected to be sent to my Department in the near future.

17/09/2014WRVV03550Apprenticeship Programmes

17/09/2014WRVV036001314. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans 
for the future for the newly equipped apprenticeship plumbing training rooms in the Ballyfer-
mot Training Centre now that the course is transferred to Finglas. [33675/14]

17/09/2014WRVV03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This is a day to day opera-
tional matter for the City of Dublin Education and Training Board and I have asked the ETB in 
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question to contact the Deputy directly in relation to his question.

17/09/2014WRVV03750Private Rented Accommodation Costs and Controls

17/09/2014WRVV038001315. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of 
the accommodation crisis for students who are going to university in Dublin, if it has ever been 
considered that students who are from Dublin should not be able to avail of student accom-
modation as this accommodation is needed more by students from the rest of the country who 
would be a distance from home; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33683/14]

17/09/2014WRVV039001331. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention 
has been drawn to the need for investment in providing accommodation for students in third 
level colleges; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33704/14]

17/09/2014WRVV040001348. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention 
has been drawn to reports that students have deferred courses at third level colleges because 
they cannot get student accommodation and that many students have to travel long distances 
to their college; if students are dropping out of education because of this; the plans in place to 
construct student accommodation near third level colleges; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33846/14]

17/09/2014WRVV04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1315, 1331 and 1348 together.

While it is clear that some students have been facing difficulties in finding suitable accom-
modation because of the housing shortage in some parts of Ireland, particularly in the Dublin 
region, we have not seen any evidence that would confirm that students are deferring places in 
college as a consequence.  

Capital funding for higher education is targeted at delivering core educational facilities and 
my Department does not have any funding available for the provision of student accommoda-
tion in that context. Nonetheless, I have already called upon third level institutions to do every-
thing they can to support students who are searching for accommodation.

Furthermore, the Student Assistance Fund continues to be made available through the ac-
cess offices of third-level institutions to assist students in exceptional financial need. The access 
offices themselves will also provide support and advice to students to help them to continue 
with their studies.

In the longer term, the Government is committed to addressing the housing shortage through 
the Construction 2020 strategy.  This will not resolve all of our problems immediately, but I 
am confident that the implementation of Construction 2020 will provide us with a sustainable 
housing stock in the medium to longer term.

17/09/2014WRVV04150Literacy Levels

17/09/2014WRVV042001316. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the national literacy strategy for children and young people with school 
level targets. [33687/14]

17/09/2014WRVV04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In 2011 the national strat-
egy on “Literacy and Numeracy for Learning and Life” - for the period 2011 to 2020 was 
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launched.  The Department undertook to create a culture of continuous improvement in schools 
by improving radically the assessment and reporting of progress at student, school and national 
level and by focussing school self-evaluation and inspection on literacy and numeracy. 

The Strategy contained a number of school level targets, it set a target of improving the 
performance of primary children in the National Assessment of Mathematics and English Read-
ing. The most recent assessment, carried out in 2009 and published in 2010 was a baseline as-
sessment. The 2014 assessment was carried out this year and its publication in due course will 
indicate to what extent the ambitious targets in the Strategy have been met.

At post-primary level, there are targets in the Strategy relating to PISA: in literacy and nu-
meracy, the target was to increase by 5 percentage points the students performing at level 4 and 
above and halve the percentage of students performing at or below level 1 by 2020.  2012 PISA 
results show that in print reading 37.4% of Irish students performed at level 4 or above (28.9% 
in 2009) and 9.7% of students performed at or below level 1 (17.2% in 2009). In mathematics 
in 2012, 31% of Irish students performed at level 4 or above (26.1% in 2009) and 16.9% of stu-
dents performed at level 1 or below (20.9% in 2009). The targets at level 4 have been achieved 
but we cannot be complacent, if we are to achieve world class results. However, there is more 
work to be done for students at level 1. 

There are also targets in mathematics; the target, by 2020, was to increase uptake of higher 
level mathematics at junior certificate to 60% and leaving certificate mathematics to 30%. In 
the State Examinations, uptake at higher level has again increased this year to 54% in Junior 
Certificate and 27% in Leaving Certificate. 

In view of the encouraging figures above, it is anticipated that the targets set out in the Strat-
egy will be met by 2020.

In addition, school self-evaluation has been rolled out to all schools as a tool for schools 
to review and improve their own performance.  In the initial years of implementation, schools 
have been asked to focus on literacy and numeracy.

17/09/2014WRVV04350Education Policy

17/09/2014WRVV044001317. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date on 
which every school will be required to have a literacy action plan with demonstrable outcomes. 
[33688/14]

17/09/2014WRVV04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of the school self-
evaluation process, all schools were required to complete the first three-year school improve-
ment plan by the end of the school year 2013/14. These plan should indicate the improvement 
targets set by the school and the dates by which they expect to achieve their targets - this is 
likely to be three years from the date the targets were set. At primary level, schools were free 
to focus on either literacy or numeracy in the first year. They will then focus on the other area 
in 2014/15. At post-primary level, schools are required to focus on literacy, numeracy and one 
other aspect of teaching and learning over a four-year period from 2012 to 2016. Post-primary 
schools were free to focus on either literacy, numeracy or another aspect of teaching and learn-
ing in the first year. By 2016, post-primary schools should have engaged in school self-evalua-
tion and devised school improvement plans with a focus on literacy. 

  Question No. 1318 answered with Question No. 1311.
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17/09/2014WRVV04650School Staffing

17/09/2014WRVV047001319. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
dedicated literacy mentors working with teachers in disadvantaged primary schools. [33690/14]

17/09/2014WRVV04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Within the Professional De-
velopment Service for Teachers (PDST) there are 6 advisors who are dedicated literacy mentors 
for disadvantaged primary schools. As well as the 6 dedicated advisors there are currently 15 
primary literacy advisors who work with all primary schools including those who are catego-
rised as disadvantaged.

My Department continues to prioritise support for literacy as part of the Literacy and Nu-
meracy for Learning and Life national strategy which was published in 2011.

17/09/2014WRVV04850School Accommodation

17/09/2014WRVV049001320. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has a 
target date on which no school will be renting prefabs. [33691/14]

17/09/2014WRVV05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that as part of my Department’s large scale school building programme, prefab accommodation 
continues to be replaced with modern, high quality permanent accommodation on an on-going 
basis as part of major building projects in schools. In addition, since July 2008, schools allo-
cated devolved funding for the provision of additional classroom accommodation must utilise 
this funding to construct a permanent structure where the need for the accommodation is long 
term, typically for a period in excess of three years. 

The Deputy will also be aware that under my Department’s Prefab Replacement Initia-
tives announced in 2012 and 2013, approval was given to 216 schools to replace 614 prefab 
units with permanent accommodation. Replacing prefabs is part of the Government’s €475 
million education infrastructure plan for 2014. This has reduced the reliance on rented prefabs 
in schools.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the overall policy goal of my Department is to ensure the 
highest standard of permanent accommodation for all schools. In the context of a rapidly in-
creasing school population, my Department’s priority is to ensure that every child will have 
access to a physical school place and in this regard, it is sometimes necessary to make use of 
temporary accommodation in order to meet the accommodation needs of schools. In that re-
gard, it is not possible to indicate when it will be possible to replace all rented prefabs in schools 
as the delivery of major school projects required to meet demographic demand will be the main 
focus for capital investment in the coming years.

17/09/2014WRVV05050School Accommodation

17/09/2014WRVV051001321. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there has 
been an overhaul of her Department’s central database of school accommodation to ensure a 
complete inventory of school buildings and associated structures is maintained. [33692/14]

17/09/2014WRVV05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department launched 
an online inventory of school accommodation which is available to schools on the Depart-
ment’s Esinet portal. The Inventory will provide key data and statistics on the existing school 
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building stock throughout the country at both primary and post-primary levels. To date over 
80% of schools have completed or are in the process of completing the inventory.

17/09/2014WRVV05250Capital Programme Expenditure

17/09/2014WRVV053001322. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the use of shared educational campuses. [33693/14]

17/09/2014WRVV05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Programme for Government notes that shared educational campuses will be the preferred 
model for development of educational infrastructure in areas of demographic growth.  

In pursuit of this and as part of the 5 year Capital Programme, my Department is currently 
delivering a number of projects on shared education campuses in areas of demographic growth. 
Campuses have recently been completed in Dublin, Monaghan and Portlaoise with delivery 
of the first phase of permanent accommodation also being completed on campuses in Navan, 
Greystones and Luttrellstown.

17/09/2014WRVV05450Property Transfers

17/09/2014WRVV055001323. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the negotiations for the transfer of school infrastructure currently owned 
by 18 religious orders cited in Ryan report. [33694/14]

17/09/2014WRVV05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is continu-
ing to engage with the congregations in relation to their property offers made in the aftermath 
of the publication of the Ryan Report. The transfer of the properties offered thus far are being 
progressed. Whilst progress is being made in this matter, no properties have as yet been fully 
transferred. The Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 included provisions enabling 
the congregations to transfer properties to the State as contributions towards the cost of redress.

The position as regards the proposed transfer of school infrastructure is that 4 congregations 
who own some school infrastructure have expressed a willingness to enter into discussions, 
which are likely to be over an extended period and outside of the redress arrangements.

17/09/2014WRVV05650Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2014WRVV057001324. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date on 
which she will publish a plan for the implementation of the EPSEN Act 2004. [33695/14]

17/09/2014WRVV05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A significant number of 
sections of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act have been 
commenced, principally those establishing the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) 
and those promoting an inclusive approach to the education of children with special educational 
needs. 

In light of the very difficult economic situation and the significant costs involved, the previ-
ous Government deferred the full implementation of EPSEN.

In 2012, my Department requested the NCSE to provide policy advice on how the education 
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system can best support children with special educational needs. 

The NCSE Report on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools has 
now been published and is available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie. 

While the report recommends that the EPSEN Act be fully implemented as soon as pos-
sible, the report also states that the NCSE recognises that the current economic climate makes 
it unlikely that the Government will be able to implement this recommendation in the short to 
medium term. 

While awaiting the full implementation of the EPSEN Act, the NCSE has made a number 
of recommendations aimed at developing a better or more effective alternative to the current 
resource allocation model, which aims to move the system towards ultimate implementation of 
the EPSEN Act.

The NCSE published its Report on a Proposed New Model for Allocating Teachers for Stu-
dents with Special Educational Needs on 18th June 2014. 

The report recommends that all children should be allocated additional resources in line 
with their level of need, rather than by disability category and a new allocation model should be 
developed, based on a schools educational profile, while also providing a baseline allocation to 
every mainstream school in order to support inclusion. 

To assist with the process of considering the report recommendations, my Department is 
currently gathering information required to develop the proposed new model. This will review 
how the proposed model will impact on schools. There will also be full and comprehensive 
consultation with stakeholders and education partners, including the parents of special needs 
children.

17/09/2014WRVV05850National Educational Psychological Service Staff

17/09/2014WRVV059001325. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of psychologists in the National Educational Psychological Service and when this number will 
be increased. [33696/14]

17/09/2014WRVV06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educa-
tional psychology service to all primary and post primary schools through an assigned NEPS 
psychologist and in some cases through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological As-
sessments (SCPA), full details of which are on my Department’s website. Under this scheme 
schools can have an assessment carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists 
approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.

I can inform the Deputy that my Departments NEPS service currently employ 177 educa-
tional psychologists (168.1 whole-time equivalents).  An additional recruit is due to commence 
on 20th September next. 

I can also inform the Deputy that my Department, in conjunction with the Public Appoint-
ments Service, is currently engaged in administering a competition to establish new regional 
panels from which NEPS psychologists will be recruited in the immediate and medium term. 
The process is, at this moment, at interview stage and it is envisaged that the panels will be 
completed shortly at which stage arrangements will be put in place to recruit psychologists up 
to a level of 173 whole-time equivalents.
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17/09/2014WRWW00150Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2014WRWW002001326. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports 
currently in place for gifted students. [33697/14]

17/09/2014WRWW00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The 1998 Education Act 
requires Boards of Management of each school to publish the policy of the school relating to 
participation by students with special educational needs, including students who are exception-
ally able. The measures schools take in this regard are required to be stated in the school plan. It 
is the duty of the Board of Management to ensure that appropriate education services are made 
available to such students. 

Schools at both primary and second level use strategies such as curriculum differentiation, 
curriculum enrichment and acceleration to facilitate the development of pupils who are excep-
tionally able.

Syllabi and curricula for second-level schools have been designed in such a way to enable 
teachers cater for the wide range of pupil ability. The revised primary curriculum, which has 
been supplied to every primary teacher, recognises the importance of developing the full po-
tential of the child and caters for pupil diversity, including meeting the needs of exceptionally 
able pupils. 

Content is outlined in the curricula at both levels and process is also heavily emphasised. 
Enabling children to learn how to learn is stressed and facilitated. The development of language 
skills, investigatory and problem-solving skills, higher-order thinking skills and working indi-
vidually, and as a member of a group, are all encouraged at both levels. While the use of infor-
mation and communication technologies and the use of class and school libraries are of benefit 
in project work with all pupils, they have a special importance for pupils who are exceptionally 
able.

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA), in collaboration with its 
counterparts in Northern Ireland, the Council for Curriculum Examination and Assessment 
(CCEA), produced guidelines entitled “Exceptionally Able Students – Draft Guidelines for 
Teachers” which issued to all Primary and Post Primary schools in November 2007 along with 
a questionnaire for feedback. 

The NCCA/CCEA guidelines are designed to raise awareness of the social, emotional and 
academic needs of exceptionally able students and to assist teachers in planning their teaching 
and learning. The guidelines provide advice to schools on identification of gifted children, set 
out profiles of students, and whole school and classroom strategies and case studies which dem-
onstrate how schools can best meet the needs of such students. The general strategies include 
differentiated teaching, acceleration and enrichment approaches in the context of participation 
in mainstream schools. 

The Special Education Support Service (SESS) is a service under the management of my 
Department which provides support for teachers to assist them in meeting the needs of all pupils 
with special educational needs, including those pupils who are exceptionally able. The service 
is available to schools who may be seeking advice or support relating to a specific special edu-
cation issue in the school. More information on the range of programmes offered by the SESS 
is available on www.sess.ie. 

In addition, the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST), also under the 
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management of my Department, provides training in differentiation, in terms of differentiating 
for all pupils, whether less able/more able. Issues around exceptional ability and giftedness are 
addressed as part of the school planning process which is facilitated by the PDST.

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that this Government is committed, as set out in the Pro-
gramme for Government, to examining supports in place for gifted students and specifically to 
the creation of improved links with third level institutions on a regional basis, to provide gifted 
students with access to new programmes or educational resources.

17/09/2014WRWW00350School Patronage

17/09/2014WRWW004001327. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has 
commissioned a white paper on divestment of patronage in schools; the persons tasked to draft 
this paper; the date on which it will be published; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33698/14]

17/09/2014WRWW00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Report of the Forum on 
Patronage and Pluralism in the Primary Sector made a series of recommendations on divesting 
school patronage. The Report recommended that, in areas of stable population, where there is 
evidence of demand for different types of patronage, this demand could be met by divesting 
patronage of existing schools. 

A follow-up paper to the Forum Report, entitled “Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in the 
Primary Sector: Progress to Date and Future Directions” was published on 1 July 2014. The 
paper gives an update on the progress made to date on implementing the Forum’s recommenda-
tions including divesting of patronage. 

As part of the implementation of these recommendations, surveys of parental preferences 
in 43 areas were undertaken and sufficient parental demand for a wider choice of school patron 
emerged in 28 of the areas. The demand demonstrated was for English medium multidenomina-
tional education in 27 of these areas, while one area demonstrated demand for an Irish-language 
national school (35 of the 43 areas surveyed already have a Gaelscoil option available). 

Five new primary schools have opened so far under the patronage divestment process. All 
five schools are operating under the patronage of Educate Together.

17/09/2014WRWW00550Institutes of Technology

17/09/2014WRWW006001328. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the status of the Grangegorman DIT relocation project and the date on 
which this will be completed. [33699/14]

17/09/2014WRWW00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I recently visited the Grang-
egorman site, along with other members of the cabinet. I was impressed by the renovation of 
several historic buildings which has enabled 1,000 students transfer to the campus this month. 
The contract to carry out these renovations is one of a number of recent contracts which have 
been placed and managed by the Grangegorman Development Agency, assisted by officials in 
my Department. These contracts will enable the construction of two quadrangles by way of 
Public Private Partnerships (PPP). 

The PPP quadrangles will facilitate the relocation of an additional 10,000 students who are 
currently accommodated in various locations around the city. The contract award of the PPP 



Questions - Written Answers

730

project is targeted for early 2015 and it is envisaged that 50,000sqm of accommodation will be 
delivered in late 2017. This will provide for the relocation of 50% of the students of DIT to the 
Grangegorman site.

17/09/2014WRWW00750Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRWW008001329. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the grant/
financial assistance/bursary available to Irish persons who wish to commence studying a post-
graduate in nursing in a university (details supplied) in Scotland in September 2014; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33701/14]

17/09/2014WRWW00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The student grant scheme 
does not extend to postgraduate courses pursued outside of Ireland. Given the level of demand 
on the student grant budget from first time students and students that are progressing with their 
studies to a higher level, there are no plans at present to extend post graduate funding to stu-
dents studying abroad.

However, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid 
for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergradu-
ate and postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further informa-
tion on this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners.

17/09/2014WRWW00950Educational Disadvantage

17/09/2014WRWW010001330. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the exact 
title of the review of the DEIS scheme that is referred to in the Programme for Government. 
[33702/14]

17/09/2014WRWW01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The DEIS programme is the 
subject of ongoing evaluation by both the Educational Research Centre and the Department’s 
Inspectorate who have produced a series of reports to date.  A list of the relevant evaluation 
reports is set out.  This research was the subject of a research seminar in May 2014 entitled 
Learning from DEIS.  

At this seminar, the former Minister for Education and Skills, announced plans to commis-
sion one further piece of research in relation to DEIS to provide recommendations for a renewal 
of the Government’s policy in relation to educational disadvantage, including DEIS.  A procure-
ment process to produce a “Consolidated Report on the Learning from the Evaluation of DEIS” 
is currently under way.

DEIS Evaluation and Related Reports

1.  ERC and Inspectorate DEIS Evaluation reports published to date:

The achievements and characteristics of pupils attending rural schools participating in DEIS  
(Susan Weir and Laura Mc Avinue, Dublin: Educational Research Centre, 2013)

The Evaluation of the School Support Programme under DEIS – Changes in pupil achieve-
ment between 2007 and 2013 – Bulletin Report – Susan Weir and Sylvia Denner Dublin: ERC 
2013

The impact of DEIS on class size in primary schools.  Dublin: Educational Research Centre. 
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Weir, S., & McAvinue, L.  (2012).

A report on the first phase of the evaluation of DEIS. Dublin: Educational Research Centre. 
Weir, S., Archer, P., O’Flaherty, A., & Gilleece, L. (2011). 

An evaluation of planning processes in DEIS primary schools (DES Inspectorate) 2011

An evaluation of planning processes in DEIS post primary schools (DES Inspectorate) 2011

Educational disadvantage in primary schools in rural areas. Weir, S., Archer, P., & Millar, 
D.  Report No. 1: Analysis of English reading and mathematics achievement in schools in the 
rural dimension of the School Support Programme.  Report to the Department of Education and 
Science.  Dublin: Educational Research Centre. (2009).

The assessment of levels of disadvantage in Primary Schools for DEIS.  Dublin: Educa-
tional Research Centre. Archer, P., & Sofroniou, N. (2008).

A report on the procedures used to identify post-primary schools for inclusion in the School 
Support Programme under DEIS.  Dublin: Educational Research Centre. Weir, S. (2006).

2.  Other Relevant Reports published to date:

Effective Literacy and Numeracy Practices in DEIS Schools (DES Inspectorate) 2009

Retention Data for DEIS and non-DEIS Post Primary Schools (DES Statistics Section) 2013

Early Leavers – What Next? (  DES Statistics Section) 2013

The first in a series of reports which tracks students enrolled in DES-aided post primary 
schools.  

Report of Dormant Accounts Funded Scheme to Enable DEIS Schools in Limerick City to 
Maximise Community use of Premises and Facilities – OSCAILT (Network of Limerick DEIS 
School Principals), Transforming Education through Dialogue (TED) Project Mary Immaculate 
College and DES – 2013

3.  Evaluation Reports scheduled for release in 2014.

A report on the evaluation of DEIS at second level. (ERC)

Data from the 2012/13 fieldwork exercise to form the basis of a report on the implementa-
tion of DEIS at second level.  Monitoring of key trends over time in key areas e.g. Leaving 
Certificate retention rates

The organisation of learning support and resource teaching in a sample of urban primary 
schools serving disadvantaged areas.  (ERC)

Findings of a study conducted in 2011/12 on the organisation of learning support and class-
room traffic in a sample of 1,391 classrooms in 120 urban schools which participated in the 
achievement testing phases of the evaluation in 2007 and 2010.

Looking at Planning Processes in DEIS Schools 2010-2014: Primary (Inspectorate)

Looking at Planning Processes in DEIS Schools 2010-2014: Post-Primary (Inspectorate)

  Question No. 1331 answered with Question No. 1315.
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17/09/2014WRWW01250Student Grant Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRWW013001332. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention 
has been drawn to the need to provide extra support for students in third-level education in view 
of the shortage of accommodation, increased rents and costs; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33705/14]

17/09/2014WRWW01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the terms of the stu-
dent grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions 
of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment 
and means. 

The aim of the student grant scheme has always been to make a contribution to the cost of 
going to college, covering the full cost has never been a feasible option.

I empathise with students and I am very conscious of the fundamental role played by the 
student grant scheme in supporting families who are putting their children through further and 
higher education. However, the state of the public finances is such that tough decisions had to 
be made to control public expenditure and to ensure sustainability in the long run.

The Student Assistance Fund will continue to be made available through the access offices 
of third-level institutions to assist students in exceptional financial need. The access offices 
themselves also provide support and advice to students to enable them to continue with their 
studies.

17/09/2014WRWW01450Higher Education Schemes

17/09/2014WRWW015001333. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will pro-
vide an overview of any changes that have taken place to the PhD framework during this Gov-
ernment’s lifetime including any consolidation and collaboration among providers. [33708/14]

17/09/2014WRWW01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Higher Education Au-
thority (HEA) and Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) have been working to develop a 
National Doctoral Framework, whose purpose is to facilitate consistent and enhanced excel-
lence in the quality of doctoral education and training (including Masters Research) in order to 
ensure that Ireland has high quality, international standard PhD programmes. The Framework 
will enable higher-education institutions to work more closely in the delivery of an improved 
learner experience and outcomes. It will ensure discipline-specific knowledge, and the develop-
ment of relevant transferable skills in order to maximise the employability across a broad range 
of employment sectors, including academia and industry.  

The implementation of the Framework will be the subject of ongoing dialogue between the 
HEA, QQI, higher-education institutions, funding agencies, industry and other relevant stake-
holders.  It is anticipated that the National Doctoral Framework will be published by the end of 
the year.

17/09/2014WRWW01650Higher Education Institutions

17/09/2014WRWW017001334. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
amend the criteria for assessing liability for fees at third level in order that they are based on 
residency rather than citizenship of a potential/current student in order to bring the State in to 
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line with its European counterparts. [33710/14]

17/09/2014WRWW01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The position is that the Ex-
chequer meets the cost of tuition fees, through my Department’s free fees schemes, in respect 
of full-time undergraduate students who meet the terms of the schemes, including those relating 
to nationality and residency. The Department of Justice and Equality has established a working 
group to look at all the issues that affect asylum seekers and in that context my Department will 
be working with the group to explore solutions to the points raised by the Deputy.

Where students do not meet the terms of the free fees schemes it is the higher education 
institutions that determine, in accordance with their own criteria, the rate of tuition fees (EU or 
non-EU) to be paid by such students.

17/09/2014WRWW01850School Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRWW019001335. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the last 
pilot programme on school transport was introduced; the total number of pilot programmes in 
the country; if there was one pilot programme in each province; her plans to improve a new 
pilot programme; if she will give details of same; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33718/14]

17/09/2014WRWW02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The last pilot programme conducted on school transport commenced in 2008 and related to a 
Warning Flashing Light System on school buses.

No other pilot programme specific to school transport provision has been undertaken since 
2008 and there are currently no plans to undertake new pilot programmes.

17/09/2014WRWW02050School Staffing

17/09/2014WRWW021001336. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her Depart-
ment has made plans for additional school accommodation, staffing and funding for school 
transport to first level and second level schools, in view of increased school numbers in this 
school year; the expected increase in the school going population in the coming years; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [33719/14]

17/09/2014WRWW02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
There is a growing population of young people in this country and despite the difficult financial 
circumstances being faced as a country, education was prioritised so that the number of teachers 
in the system has also grown in order to protect pupil teacher ratios. 

While there has been a moratorium on recruitment across other sectors in the public service, 
this has not applied to teaching and shows the commitment this Government has to educating 
our future generations.  To this effect, there were a thousand more teachers employed in schools 
around the country in the 2013/14 school year than there was the year before.

The main priority for any additional resources for the foreseeable future will be to cater for 
the continuing increase in demographics at all levels in the education system.

Furthermore, in June 2011, the Minister announced that some 40 new primary and post 
primary schools would be established up to 2017.  Most of these schools have already com-
menced operation with the remainder due to start between now and 2016.  Accommodation 



Questions - Written Answers

734

is provided to commence these schools as and when needed.  In addition, accommodation for 
existing schools experiencing increases in their enrolment has been provided as appropriate.  
The Department is currently engaged in a nationwide demographic exercise to ascertain where 
additional school accommodation might be needed from 2015 onwards. 

In relation to school transport, the purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme 
is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from school of children 
who reside remote from their nearest school.

School transport is a demand led service and eligible children applying for school transport 
will continue to be accommodated in accordance with the terms of the scheme. 

17/09/2014WRWW02250School Transport Eligibility

17/09/2014WRWW023001337. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specific 
guidelines that the school transport section of her Department applies to amalgamating schools; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33725/14]

17/09/2014WRWW02400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme, children are eligible 
for transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kms from and are attending their nearest nation-
al school as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language. 

The eligibility criteria are applied to all children attending a national school including those 
children who are attending a school of amalgamation.

17/09/2014WRWW02450Schools Amalgamation

17/09/2014WRWW025001338. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the spe-
cific guidelines that the school governance section of her Department applies to amalgamating 
schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33726/14]

17/09/2014WRWW026001339. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specific 
guidelines that the teacher allocation unit of her Department applies to amalgamating schools; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33727/14]

17/09/2014WRWW02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1338 and 1339 together.

Under the current amalgamation arrangements there is a provision for the allocation of a 
concessionary mainstream teaching post in cases where the approved number of mainstream 
teachers serving in the schools at the time the amalgamation takes place exceeds the number of 
mainstream posts warranted by the total enrolment on the basis of the staffing schedule.  The 
continued allocation of the concessionary post is dependent on the teachers concerned remain-
ing on the staff of the school and the appropriate enrolment figures being maintained.

The Governance requirements for amalgamated schools are the same as those for all other 
schools.

17/09/2014WRWW02750Schools Amalgamation
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17/09/2014WRWW028001340. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specific 
guidelines that the school capital appraisal section of her Department applies to amalgamating 
schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33728/14]

17/09/2014WRWW02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the decision making authority for any amalgamation belongs to the Patron of a school, 
subject to the approval of the Minister for Education and Skills. The initiative for any amalga-
mation may come from a variety of sources, such as parents, staff, Board of Management and 
patron(s). The position is that any decisions to amalgamate schools will be voluntary and follow 
decisions taken at a local level. 

Amalgamation proposals must first involve consultation with all of the relevant stakehold-
ers, including students, parents, teachers, and local communities. It must be well planned and 
managed in a manner that accommodates the interests of all stakeholders and contributes to 
an inclusive education system. The Patron and relevant stakeholders are advised in advance 
of arriving at a final decision in the matter to consider the implications that any amalgamation 
proposal may have on school funding, school staffing and school transport so that an informed 
decision can be made. 

All agreed amalgamation proposals must be submitted to my Department for approval. Pro-
posals that may have major capital implications can only be considered within the context of 
my Department’s capital budget and the challenges facing my Department in meeting national 
demographic demands.

17/09/2014WRWW02950Schools Building Projects Administration

17/09/2014WRWW030001341. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she is satis-
fied that the building contract used by her Department in school buildings adequately protects 
subcontractors; if she will provide a comprehensive report on the dealings by her Department 
with the main contractor in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Dublin; if in this in-
stance she or her Department are aware of the adverse financial implications for subcontractors 
involved in this project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33761/14]

17/09/2014WRWW03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): School building projects 
which are funded from public monies, including the school project to which the Deputy refers, 
are required to use the forms of contract provided under the Capital Works Management Frame-
work which includes a suite of public works contracts, standard conditions of engagement, 
model forms, suitability assessment questionnaires and guidance notes published by the Office 
of Government Procurement (OGP). The OGP is an office within the Department of Public 
Expenditure & Reform which has been tasked with centralising public sector procurement ar-
rangements for common goods and services.

A building project is a complex arrangement of contractual relationships between the client, 
the main contractor, specialist sub-contractors, domestic sub-contractors, suppliers of materi-
als, suppliers of plant etc. In general all sub-contractors employed on education sector building 
projects are employed directly by the Main Contractor or indirectly by the Main Contractor 
through other sub-contractors. It is a matter for all sub-contractors to agree terms and conditions 
and a schedule of payments with the Main Contractor as their direct employer.

The School Authority is the Client/Employer under the Contract for the particular project 
to which the Deputy refers. While my Department is the funding authority for the project, it 
is not a party to the Contract and, as such, my Department has had no direct dealings with the 
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Contractor regarding this particular project. 

The Deputy may be aware that the Construction Contracts Act 2013, is intended to provide 
statutory arrangements for payments under construction contracts. The Act, when commenced, 
will then provide certain protections for companies and individuals, including sub-contractors, 
engaged in construction related activities who enter into construction contracts covered by the 
Act. The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is the lead Department in respect of 
this legislation.

17/09/2014WRWW03150Schools Data

17/09/2014WRWW032001342. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide in tabular form the schools that have fewer than 100 pupils throughout the State; their 
patrons; their locations; and if they are gaelscoileanna. [33769/14]

17/09/2014WRWW03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The following link shows 
a list of primary and post-primary schools with under 100 pupils including their roll number, 
name, address, county, Irish classification, patron and total enrolment. All-Irish classification 
means that Irish is the normal language of communication with the class for all subjects & 
activities, except the teaching of English. The all-Irish schools include gaelscoileanna (outside 
Gaeltacht areas) and Irish speaking schools in the Gaeltacht.  Part-Irish means that Irish is the 
normal language of communication with the class for at least one subject or activity, other than 
Irish. No Irish means that Irish is not used as the normal language of communication for any 
subject or activity, with the exception of Irish.

Roll No. Official School Name Address Line 1 Address Line 2 Address Line 3 County Name Irish 
Clas-
sification 
Desc

Total  
Enrol
ment

Patron

00373P DERAVOY NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

DERAVOY EMYVALE CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 58 Bishop of Clogher

00590A BORRISOLEIGH 
B N S

BORRISOLEIGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 56 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

00606M MONARD N S MONARD SOLOHEAD CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 62 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

00788V LISDOWNEY N S BALLYRAGGET CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 70 Bishop of Ossory

00860D FORGNEY N S Cloncallow Ballymahon Co. Longford Longford No Irish 30 Bishop of Meath

00895W BALLINAKILL 
MIXED N S

BALLINAKILL CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 88 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

00941D S N BHRIDE EMPER BALLYNACARGY CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 41 Bishop of Meath

00973Q GRANGE CON N S GRANGE CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 37 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

01013N SCOIL CROI IOSA PRESENTATION 
ROAD

GALWAY Galway No Irish 90 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

01086R S N POL NAOFA CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 48 Bishop of Elphin

01272O S N CHUAN DOIR CHUAN DOIR Glandore Skibbereen Cork No Irish 63 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

01300Q ST MICHAELS NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

CO KILKENNY CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 49 Bishop of Ossory

01328P KILTORMER N S BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 44 Bishop of Clonfert

01356U KILNALECK MIXED 
N S

KILNALECK CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 71 Bishop of Kilmore

01396J TULLOHA NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

KENMARE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 28 Bishop of Kerry

01556F SCOIL BHRIDE BALLYROAN PORTLAOISE CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 97 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

01569O BALLYCAHILL N S BALLYCAHILL THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 60 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

01572D S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

DRUMFRIES P O CLONMANY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 61 Bishop of Derry

01574H SCOIL NAOMH 
IÓSAF

BALLYMAGAN BUNCRANA CO. DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 61 Bishop of Derry
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01687U DROMLEIGH N S MACROOM CO CORK Cork No Irish 69 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

01731U BALLYNACARGY 
MIXED N S

BALLYNACARGY CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 69 Bishop of Meath

01733B ARDARA MIXED 
N S

ARDARA CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 25 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

01767S S N NA CROISE 
NAOFA

STRADBALLY KILMACTHOMAS CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 13 Bishop of Waterford 
&
Lismore

01782O S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

BEARNA CHLE ARKLOW CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 90 Archbishop of Dublin

01866U BALLYFORAN 
MIXED N S

BALLINASLOE CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 59 Bishop of Elphin

02007A CROAGH NATION-
AL SCHOOL

RATHKEALE CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 76 Bishop of Limerick

02013S BALLINTOGHER 
N S

BALLINTOGHER SLIGO Sligo No Irish 92 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

02237R DUALLA N S DUALLA CASHEL CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 78 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

02263S CROWENSTOWN 
N S

CROWENSTOWN DELVIN CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 46 Bishop of Meath

02358G TEMPLEGLANTINE 
N S

TEMPLEGLAN-
TINE

CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 89 Bishop of Limerick

02418V KNOCKADERRY N S FARRANFORE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 93 Bishop of Kerry

02428B LACKAMORE N S NEWPORT CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 20 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

02439G S N MHUIRE FEAKLE CO CLARE Clare No Irish 69 Bishop of Killaloe

02749V BALLYRAGGET 
BOYS

BALLYRAGGET CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 48 Bishop of Ossory

02793B S N MULLACH BUI MULLACH BUI RIVERSTOWN 
DUNDALK

CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 58 Archbishop  of 
Armagh

02889O S N AN CHLAIS 
MHOR

CHLAIS MOR CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 97 Bishop of Waterford 
& 
Lismore

03275H NEWTOWN N S NEWTOWN ARDEE CO LOUTH Meath No Irish 97 Bishop of Meath

03294L S N CAISEAL NA 
GCORR

GORT A CHOIRCE LEITIR CEANAINN CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 36 Bishop of Raphoe

03704E S N SEAN BAILE 
MOR

MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 81 Bishop of Cloyne

03924S OWENBEG N S OWENBEG P O BALLINA CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 72 Bishop of Killala

03928D MULLACH N S MULLACH ENNIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 58 Bishop of Killaloe

03936C S N AN CHUIL AN CHUIL MUILEANN CEARR CO NA HIARMHIDHE Westmeath No Irish 60 Bishop of Meath

04054T BALLINDANGAN 
MIXED N S

MITCHELSTOWN CO CORK Cork No Irish 17 Bishop of Cloyne

04268P CLOCHAR NA 
TOIRBHIRTE

DONERAILE CO CORK Cork No Irish 88 Bishop of Cloyne

04442F KYLE N S YOUGHAL CO CORK Cork No Irish 45 Bishop of Cloyne

04466T BALLYMARTIN N S CROOM KILMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 92 Bishop of Limerick

04469C S N FIODHNACH KILLMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 80 Bishop of Limerick

04578H BALLYVONGANE 
MIXED N S

AGHINA CO CORK Cork No Irish 39 Bishop of Cloyne

04620D THOMASTOWN N S THOMASTOWN GOLDEN CASHEL CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 88 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

04796R BRACKLOON N S WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 98 Archbishop of Tuam

04800F ROOSKEY N S CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 86 Bishop of Elphin

04802J CLOONACOOL N S TUBBERCURRY CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 97 Bishop of Achonry

04809A SCOIL AN AINGIL 
CHOIMHEADAI

AN CHEIDIDH BURTONPORT LEITIR CEANAINN Donegal Part Irish 36 Bishop of Raphoe

05062A KELLS PAROCHIAL 
N S

KELLS CO MEATH Meath No Irish 63 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

05115S S N AN LEANA MOR AN LEANA MOR CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 58 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

05120L LEHINCH N S HOLLYMOUNT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 21 Archbishop of Tuam

05144C NEW INN B N S CASHEL CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 46 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

05164I SCOIL NAOMH 
CHOLMCILLE

OILEAN THORAI AN BHUN BHIG CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 11 Bishop of Raphoe

05220P S N MICHIL NAOFA WOODBROOK CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 37 Bishop of Elphin

05230S COMHSCOIL CHON-
MHA S N

CONVOY LIFFORD CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 74 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe 

The Presbytery of 
Derry & Donegal
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05253H O CALLAGHANS 
MILLS N S

OCALLAGHANS 
MILLS

CO CLARE Clare No Irish 60 Bishop of Killaloe

05348S SCOIL EOIN TAHILLA SNEEM CO. KERRY Kerry No Irish 22 Bishop of Kerry

05548D SN BAILE MHIC 
AIRT

BAILE MHIC AIRT AN RINN CO PHORT LAIRGE Waterford All Irish 68 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

05565D TRAFRASK MIXED 
N S

BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 42 Bishop of Kerry

05627W BAILIEBORO 
MODEL N S

BAILIEBORO CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 89 Minister for Education 
& Skills

05636A DUNMANWAY 
MODEL N S

DUNMANWAY CO CORK Cork No Irish 62 Minister for Education 
& Skills

05656G S N AN GHOILIN SCIOBAIRIN CO CORK Cork No Irish 47 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

05756K BURRISCARRA N S CARNACON BALLYGLASS CLAREMORRIS Mayo No Irish 23 Archbishop of Tuam

05970M SCOIL BARR DUBH LIOS NA GCEANN CILL AIRNE CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 71 Bishop of Kerry

06028F ROCKCORRY N S ROCKCORRY MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 43 Bishop of Clogher 
COI

06100K S N CILL RONAIN BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 22 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

06209J ATHY MODEL 
SCHOOL

DUBLIN ROAD ATHY CO. KILDARE Kildare No Irish 99 Minister for Education 
& Skills

06227L SN MHAOLCHEAD-
AIR

BAILE NA NGALL TRA LI CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 31 Bishop of Kerry

06295F FREEMOUNT 
MIXED N S

RATHLUIRC CO CORK Cork No Irish 86 Bishop of Cloyne

06342L VICARSTOWN 
MIXED N S

VICARSTOWN CO CORK Cork No Irish 87 Bishop of Cloyne

06489S S N AN TSAILEAIN TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 69 Archbishop of Tuam

06621P Ringville National 
School

Ballinlaw Slieverue Co Kilkenny Kilkenny No Irish 50 Bishop of Ossory

06789H LISRONAGH N S LISRONAGH CLONMEL CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 93 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

06852L GARRACLOON N S BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 32 Bishop of Killala

06998Q St Patrick’s NS Corlough Belturbet C/O Belturbet Post 
Office

Cavan No Irish 44 Bishop of Kilmore

07048Q MOHOBER N S MOHOBER MULLINAHONE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 27 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

07075T S N NAOMH 
FEICHIN

AN CROIS CLAREMORRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 62 Archbishop of Tuam

07117J S N LOCH GUIR HOLY CROSS KILLMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 39 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

07120V KILLYON N S KILLYON CNOC AN DUN CO MEATH Meath No Irish 88 Bishop of Meath

07143K MONREAGH N S MONREAGH CARRIGANS LIF-
FORD

CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 38 The Presbytery of 
Derry & Donegal

07191V S N SEOSAMH GORTNAMONA BLUEBALL TULLAMORE Offaly No Irish 80 Bishop of Meath

07222G BANOGUE NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

CROOM CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 54 Bishop of Limerick

07245S CULLEN N S CULLEN CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 20 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

07317R GLENGURT N S TOORNAFULLA CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 74 Bishop of Limerick

07358I S N SCEICHIN A 
RINCE

AN CHUIRT 
DOITE

AN CHATHAIR CO THIOBRAID 
ARANN

Tipperary No Irish 43 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

07374G BALLINTUBBER N S CLAREMORRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 86 Archbishop of Tuam

07441S BALLYCURRANE 
N S

CLASHMORE YOUGHAL CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 37 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

07455G SCOIL MHUIRE 
GAN SMAL

BALLYGAR CO ROSCOMMON Galway No Irish 81 Bishop of Elphin

07464H BROWNEKNOWE 
N S

BROWNKNOWE RAMELTON CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 58 The Presbytery of 
Derry & Donegal

07481H KILMOGANNY 
MIXED N S

KILMOGANNY 
N S

KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 30 Bishop of Ossory

07626H S N AN IORBALL 
RIABAIGH

BAILE UI GHOR-
MAIN

LETHBHEARR TIR CHONAILL Donegal No Irish 52 Bishop of Derry

07636K ST FINTANS N S NEW LINE ROAD MOUNTRATH CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 96 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

07737Q VILLIERSTOWN N S CAPPOQUIN CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 42 Bishop of Waterford 
& 
Lismore

07841L KILGOBNET N S BEAUFORT KILLARNEY CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 88 Bishop of Kerry

07900B BALLYSTEEN N S ASKEATON CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 28 Bishop of Limerick

07949I S N OSMANN BIRR CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 96 Bishop of Limerick, 
Killaloe & Ardfert 

07990F SCOIL NAOMH 
CARTHACH

Ballyfinane Firies Killarney Kerry No Irish 33 Bishop of Kerry



17 September 2014

739

08100U S N PHADRAIG BAILE EAMAINN KILLUCAN CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 63 Bishop of Meath

08143P S N MHUIRE MUILEANN 
LARAINN

SWANLINBAR CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 60 Bishop of Kilmore

08147A SN AN GHLEANNA BAILE AN SCEILG CILL AIRNE CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 31 Bishop of Kerry

08251S SCOIL NAOMH 
MICHEAL

SNEEM CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 65 Bishop of Kerry

08302J HOLY TRINITY NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

NEWPORT ROAD WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 67 Bishop of Tuam, 
Killala 
& Achonry 

08316U NEWTOWN N S NEWTOWN SOLOHEAD CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 30 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

08342V BOHERMORE N S BALLYSIMON CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 33 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

08379V GORTANUMERA N S BALLYSHRULE BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 45 Bishop of Clonfert

08390J MASTERSONS N S MANORHAM-
ILTON

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 14 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

08419H ARDPATRICK N S KILLMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 71 Bishop of Limerick

08446K SN TULLACH UI 
CHADHAIN

MAIGH CUILINN CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 78 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

08530W LAURAGH NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

KILLARNEY CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 17 Bishop of Kerry

08673V THE HUNT N S CASTLE STREET MOHILL CO. LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 38 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

08687J S N MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

NA CORRA CATHAIR SAIBHIN CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 25 Bishop of Kerry

08828B KILCORNEY MIXED 
N S

RATHCOOLE MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 34 Bishop of Cloyne

08926B ST NICHOLAS 
CHURCH OF IRE-
LAND SCHOO

ADARE CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 64 Lady Dunraven

08958O S N AN EANAIGH 
CAILINI

BALLYGLUNIN CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 51 Archbishop of Tuam

08972I CASTLEALACK N S CHAISLEAN NA 
LEACHT

BANDON CO CORK Cork No Irish 78 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

09009Q ROCKFIELD N S ROCKFIELD BAL-
LYSHANNON

CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 40 Bishop of Raphoe

09040K NEWTOWNWHITE 
EDUCATE TO-
GETHER NS

BALLYSAKEERY BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 17 Educate Together

09132P CARNANE MXD N S FEDAMORE KILMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 78 Bishop of Limerick

09184L SHIELBEGGAN 
CONVENT

SHIELBEGGAN RAMSGRANGE CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 41 Bishop of Ferns

09186P SCOIL MHUIRE MACHAIRE 
AIRNE

SMITHBOROUGH CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 90 Bishop of Clogher

09209B CASTLEDRUM N S CASTLEMAINE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 60 Bishop of Kerry

09238I BALLINLOUGH N S BALLINLOUGH KELLS CO MEATH Meath No Irish 95 Bishop of Meath

09302O GLENFLESK N S KILLARNEY CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 22 Bishop of Kerry

09304S RAHEEN NATIONAL 
SCHOOL

HEADFORD KILLARNEY CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 39 Bishop of Kerry

09353I NEWTOWNGORE 
N S 1

CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 28 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

09390O ROCKMOUNT 
MIXED N S

MILTOWN 
MALBAY

CO CLARE Clare No Irish 49 Bishop of Killaloe

09425H RINEEN N S MILTOWN 
MALBAY

CO CLARE Clare No Irish 43 Bishop of Killaloe

09658H GLENISLAND N S CASTLEBAR CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 22 Archbishop of Tuam

09691F KILLEENDUFF N S KILLEENDUFF EASKEY BALLINA CO MAYO Sligo No Irish 31 Bishop of Killala

09708T SCOIL MHUIRE KNOCKNA-
GOSHEL

TRALEE CO.KERRY. Kerry No Irish 68 Bishop of Kerry

09748I GLENMAQUIN NO 
2 N S

KNOCKBRACK LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 16 The Presbytery of 
Derry & Donegal

09760V POWERSCOURT N S POWERSCOURT ENNISKERRY CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 73 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of Glen-
dalough 

09782I BALLYMACELLI-
GOTT 1 N S

TRALEE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 21 Bishop of Kerry

09815U TULLASLEASE 
MIXED N S

RATHLUIRC CO CORK Cork No Irish 20 Bishop of Cloyne

09833W S N LEITIRGEIS LEITIRGEIS N S RINN AN MHAOIL CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 24 Archbishop of Tuam

09837H The Black Valley 
National School

BEAUFORT CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 10 Bishop of Kerry

09841V S N BHAILE AN 
CHROSAIGH

BALLYDUFF TRALEE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 33 Bishop of Kerry
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09872J CLOGHOOLA 
MIXED N S

MILLSTREET CO CORK Cork No Irish 16 Bishop of Kerry

09878V AGHATUBRID N S KILLARNEY CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 92 Bishop of Kerry

09915B MARTINSTOWN N S KILLMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 66 Bishop of Limerick

09927I GRANAGH NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

GRANAGH KILMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 69 Bishop of Limerick

09938N CURRANES N S CASTLEISLAND CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 67 Bishop of Kerry

09967U UPPER NEWTOWN 
N S

UPPER NEW-
TOWN

CARRICK ON SUIR CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 58 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

10014Q COOLICK NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

CILL AIRNE CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 92 Bishop of Kerry

10049M LOUGHGUITANE 
N S

CILL AIRNE CO CHIRRAI Kerry No Irish 91 Bishop of Kerry

10062E CREESLOUGH N S CREESLOUGH CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 24 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

10095T S N NAOMH 
TREASA

KILLURE AHASCRAGH CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 23 Bishop of Clonfert

10111O LACKEN MXD N S LACKEN BLESSINGTON CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 80 Archbishop of Dublin

10131U MOIN AN BHE-
ALAIGH N S

MOIN AN BHE-
ALAIGH

CO CILL MANTAIN Wicklow No Irish 93 Archbishop of Dublin

10146K CORLISS N S KILLESHANDRA CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 24 Bishop of Kilmore

10223C TASHINNY N S TASHINNY COLEHILL CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 33 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

10239R CROCHAN NAOFA 
N S

CATHAIR 
DONALL

CILL AIRNE CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 38 Bishop of Kerry

10243I S N ACHADH EO-
CHAILLE

ENNISKEAN CO CORK Cork No Irish 62 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

10282S DRUMACRUTTIN 
N S

DRUMACRUTTIN CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 36 Bishop of Clogher 
COI

10353P CHARLEVILLE N S CHARLEVILLE TULLAMORE CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 96 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

10394G SCOIL MHUIRE B&C OILEAN CHIAR-
RAI

CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 68 Bishop of Kerry

10429W SCOIL MHUIRE ROCKCORRY CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 95 Bishop of Clogher

10494K ALL SAINTS N S CARYSFORT AVE BLACKROCK CO DUBLIN Dublin No Irish 61 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of Glen-
dalough 

10499U KILGARIFFE N S CLONAKILTY CO CORK Cork No Irish 48 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne & Ross 

10501E SCOIL EASA 
DHUIBHE

LIOS TUAITHAIL CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 55 Bishop of Kerry

10523O FERMOY ADAIR N S FERMOY CO CORK Cork No Irish 45 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne & Ross 

10533R BALLYDREHID N S CAHIR CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 41 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

10544W COSBY N S STRADBALLY CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 37 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

10548H ST BRENDANS NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 29 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne & Ross 

10568N S N CUIBHREANN CILL CHAOI CO AN CHLAIR Clare No Irish 20 Bishop of Killaloe

10591I S N AN ARD MHOIR CARNA CONAMARA CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 35 Archbishop of Tuam

10595Q KILBARRON N S KILBARRON BALLYSHANNON CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 21 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

10653E CHAPELIZOD N S CHAPELIZOD DUBLIN 20 Dublin No Irish 30 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of Glen-
dalough 

10739O BALLINCARRIGA 
MXD N S

BALLINACAR-
RIGA MXD

DUNMANWAY CO CORK Cork No Irish 69 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

10751E CLONTIBRET N S CLONTIBRET MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 39 Bishop of Clogher 
COI

10755M SCOIL AN 
FHIRTEARAIGH

TRA LI CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 56 Bishop of Kerry

10763L BOSTON N S TUBBER GORT CO GALWAY Clare No Irish 20 Bishop of Killaloe

10771K COBH N S BELLEVUE COBH CO CORK Cork No Irish 28 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne & Ross 

10775S Scoil Chorp Chríost Knockanure 
Moyvane

CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 59 Bishop of Kerry

10780L BALLYOUGHTER 
N S

BALLYOUGHTER BALLYCANEW CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 41 Bishop of Ferns

10801Q DRUMBARRAGH 
N S

DRUMBARRAGH KELLS CO MEATH Meath No Irish 88 Bishop of Meath

10857U CASTLEPOLLARD 
PAROC.N S

CASTLEPOL-
LARD

CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 26 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 
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10863P S N NA COILLE 
GLAISE

AHASCRAGH BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 71 Bishop of Elphin

10886E TUBBER N S TUBBER CO CLARE Clare No Irish 20 Bishop of Killaloe

10929T RATHKEALE N S 2 RATHKEALE CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 25 Bishop of Limerick, 
Killaloe & Ardfert 

10957B S N MHUIRE DE 
LOURDES

LIXNAW CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 64 Bishop of Kerry

10967E THREEN N S CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 38 Bishop of Elphin

10991B GARRYDOOLIS N S PALLASAGREEN CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 36 Archbishop of Cashel 

& Emly

11039O KILBEG N S KILBEG CARLANSTOWN CO MEATH Meath No Irish 97 Bishop of Meath

11072M S N NAOMH 
PEADAR

BOLTON STREET DROGHEDA CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 93 Archbishop of 
Armagh 
COI

11135K ST MARYS N S MUINEBEAG CO CARLOW Carlow No Irish 80 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns 
& Ossory 

11201U S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

SCRABBAGH NS KILMORE CARRICK ON SHAN-
NON

Roscommon No Irish 20 Bishop of Elphin

11203B SEIR KIERANS N S CLAREEN BIRR CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 65 Bishop of Ossory

11205F KILLESHANDRA Na-
tional School ( C of I)

KILLESHANDRA CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 62 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

11234M CLOHANBEG N S CREE KILRUSH CO. CLARE Clare No Irish 29 Bishop of Killaloe

11236Q NEWMARKET B N S NEWMARKET CO CORK Cork No Irish 97 Bishop of Cloyne

11242L CLOONBONNIF N S CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 24 Bishop of Elphin

11245R SN CILL MHIC 
ABHAIDH

LEAP CO CORK Cork No Irish 47 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

11248A SN AN GHLEANNA AN DAINGEAN CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 35 Bishop of Kerry

11261P SCOIL MHUIRE AN TUAIRIN BEAL AN DAINGIN CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 85 Archbishop of Tuam

11262R DRUIMNE N S RATHLUIRC CO CORK Cork No Irish 61 Bishop of Cloyne

11280T CARRICKERRY N S ATHEA CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 45 Bishop of Limerick

11290W S N MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

CAMAS CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 21 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

11307N BAL-
LYGUILTENANE N S

GLIN CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 37 Bishop of Limerick

11337W KILMAGNER N S FERMOY CO CORK Cork No Irish 61 Bishop of Cloyne

11363A SCOIL ATHA NA 
MBLATH

KILLARNEY CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 86 Bishop of Kerry

11373D S N MHUIRE TURLACH BEAG ROSMUC CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 22 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
&Kilfenora

11384I GURTAGARRY N S TOOMEVARA NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 48 Bishop of Killaloe

11409V BALLYCONELL 
CENTRAL N S

BALLYCONNELL CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 30 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

11419B SCOIL BHREA-
NAINN

PORTMAGEE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 65 Bishop of Kerry

11453B LISNAMROCK N S COALBROOK THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 67 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

11466K LISMOIL N S CURRAGBOY ATHLONE CO WESTMEATH Roscommon No Irish 21 Bishop of Elphin

11470B SLIEVEARDAGH 
N S

THE COMMONS THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 51 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

11517B CAVAN 1 N S CAVAN CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 79 Bishop of Kilmore, E
lphin & Ardagh 

11669B S N NAOMH BRID NEAD AN IOL-
RAIDH

RENVYLE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 41 Archbishop of Tuam

11675T S N AN EANAIGH B BALLYGLUNIN CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 51 Archbishop of Tuam

11714D BANSHA N S KILKEE CO CLARE Clare No Irish 56 Bishop of Killaloe

11765U DOONBEG N S DOONBEG CO CLARE Clare No Irish 35 Bishop of Killaloe

11776C ST LAURENCE O 
TOOLE JUNIOR 
BOYS

SEVILLE PLACE DUBLIN 1 Dublin No Irish 49 Archbishop of Dublin

11809O S N CNOCH A 
DEAGA

BALLYLANDERS CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 24 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

11834N CLOONDAFF N S NEWPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 21 Bishop of Killala

11893G ST DAVIDS NS DUBLIN ROAD NAAS CO. KILDARE. Kildare No Irish 92 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

11931L S N IOSEPH DRINAGH DUNMANWAY CO CORK Cork No Irish 25 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

11943S BALLINLOUGH N S BALLINLOUGH CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 21 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

11955C COOLCAPPA N S ARDAGH CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 39 Bishop of Limerick



Questions - Written Answers

742

11978O SCOIL MHUIRE NS MOYLAGH OLDCASTLE CO MEATH Meath No Irish 84 Bishop of Meath

11990E BODYKE N S BODYKE CO CLARE Clare No Irish 24 Bishop of Killaloe

11992I WHITEGATE MIXED 
N S

MIDLETON CO CORK Cork No Irish 96 Bishop of Cloyne

12003V S N RONAIN CAISLEAN SAM-
SAIN

BEAL AN MULLA ATHLONE Roscommon No Irish 29 Bishop of Clonfert

12004A MALLOW NO 1 N S SHORTCASTLE MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 59 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne & Ross 

12095G S N NAOMH AN-
TOINE

BAILE 
CHONRAOI

AN CLOCHAN CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 31 Archbishop of Tuam

12099O BILLIS N S NEW INN BALLYJAMESDUFF CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 91 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

12106I S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

AN CHLOCH 
BHREAC

CLONBUR CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 23 Archbishop of Tuam

12124K REAR N S NEWPORT CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 69 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

12136R SCOIL BHRÍDE GLEN EDGEWORTH-
STOWN

CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 50 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

12138V S N CEATHRU NA 
LAITHIGH

TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 25 Archbishop of Tuam

12140I St Joseph’s National 
School

CULLEENS CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 27 Bishop of Killala

12147W S N AN AIRD CLONAKILTY CO CORK Cork No Irish 59 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

12169J TEMPLEBRADY N S CROSSHAVEN CO CORK Cork No Irish 61 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne & Ross 

12173A MEELICKMORE N S CLAREMORRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 58 Archbishop of Tuam

12182B St. John’s National 
School

MONASTEREVAN CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 39 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

12231L RUSH HALL MIXED 
N S

PORTLAOISE CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 26 Bishop of Ossory

12259K S N OIR CHEANN EYERIES BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 27 Bishop of Kerry

12294M ST CRONANS 
MIXED N S

BANAGHER CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 60 Bishop of Clonfert

12312L DARLEY N S COOTEHILL CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 83 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

12339I S N INIS MEADHOIN ARAINN CO. NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 5 Archbishop of Tuam

12354E CLOGHER MXD N S BALLYMACEL-
LIGOTT

CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 42 Bishop of Kerry

12368P S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

ABBEYFEALE CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 38 Bishop of Limerick

12373I S N EACHLEIME BEAL AN ATHA CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 57 Bishop of Killala

12382J CURRIGLASS NS CURRIGLASS MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 49 Bishop of Cloyne

12383L UNION HALL 
MIXED N S

CORK CO CORK Cork No Irish 74 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

12395S RUSHEEN NS COACHFORD CO CORK Cork No Irish 94 Bishop of Cloyne

12413R DONAGHMORE N S DONAGHMORE DONARD CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 48 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 

12446J S N GLEANN NA 
HULADH

MITCHELSTOWN CO CORK Cork No Irish 75 Bishop of Cloyne

12467R CRAGGAGH N S KILTIMAGH CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 56 Bishop of Achonry

12502Q S N EANNA ROUNDSTONE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 32 Archbishop of Tuam

12505W KILBARRY N S MACROOM CO CORK Cork No Irish 44 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

12529N ST SAVIOURS N S RATHDRUM CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 73 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 

12537M CARN N S GURTEEN BALLYMOTE CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 81 Bishop of Achonry

12540B CLONMORE N S TEMPLEMORE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 78 Archbishop of Cashel 
& 
Emly

12568A SN INBHEAR BARR NA TRA BEAL AN ATHA CO MHAIGH EO Mayo Part Irish 29 Bishop of Killala

12569C S N ROS DUMHACH BEAL ATHA AN 
FHEADHA

CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 25 Bishop of Killala

12574S LURGA N S GORT CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 62 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

12598J ARDAGH BOYS N S ROSCARBERY CO CORK Cork No Irish 60 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

12613C GLENBROHANE N S GARRYSPILLANE KILLMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 80 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

12626L SN COILL A TSID-
HEAIN

TUAR MHIC 
EADAIGH

CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 23 Archbishop of Tuam
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12633I COOLMEEN N S KILMURRAY 
MCMAHON

KILRUSH CO CLARE Clare No Irish 16 Bishop of Killaloe

12683A LONGFORD MIXED 
N S

BATTERY RD LONGFORD Longford No Irish 62 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

12685E RUSHNACAHARA 
N S

DURRNS BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 24 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

12688K KILTEGAN N S KILTEGAN CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 23 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

12701W SCOIL AN FHAILL 
MOR

CAHERCIVEEN CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 52 Bishop of Kerry

12713G CORRATOBER N S ARVA CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 18 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

12736S NAOMH GUASA-
CHTA N S

BUNLAHY BALLINALEE CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 52 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

12767G S N RONAIN NAOFA CLOONLOO BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Sligo No Irish 25 Bishop of Achonry

12788O FLOWERFIELD N S TRIM RD NAVAN CO MEATH Meath No Irish 68 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

12792F SAINT MICHAELS 
N S

CHURCH ROAD ARDNAREE BALLINA Mayo No Irish 39 Bishop of Tuam, 
Killala 
& Achonry 

12808R SHRAHEEN N S Foxford Co Mayo Mayo No Irish 16 Bishop of Killala

12813K ST COLUMBAS 
MXD N S

CLOONAGH DRING CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 36 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

12815O CREGDUFF N S BALLINROBE CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 3 Archbishop of Tuam

12816Q S N CEATHRU AN 
CHLOCHAR

BALLINROBE CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 39 Archbishop of Tuam

12841P ST PATRICKS N S BALLYROEBUCK 
NS

BUNCLODY CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 98 Bishop of Ferns

12848G DOONAHA N S KILKEE CO CLARE Clare No Irish 15 Bishop of Killaloe

12875J DOUGLAS NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

KILLORGLIN CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 25 Bishop of Kerry

12897T UGHTYNEILL N S UGHTYNEILL MOYNALTY KELLS Meath No Irish 16 Bishop of Meath

12936D CLOONLYON N S CHARLESTOWN CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 78 Bishop of Achonry

12938H S N TAMHNIGHAN 
FHEADHA

CHARLESTOWN CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 28 Bishop of Achonry

12946G S N COILM CILLE ROS-A-MHIL BAILE NA HAB-
HANN

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 39 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh&
Kilfenora

12964I S N NAOMH 
SEOSAMH

BALLYMURRAY CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 70 Bishop of Elphin

12967O INCHIGEELA N S INCHIGEELA CO CORK Cork No Irish 41 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

13020D OUR LADY OF 
MERCY N S

STRADBALLY CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 38 Bishop of Waterford 
& 
Lismore

13047A S N LIOS A CUILL M CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 69 Bishop of Elphin

13080V KILMOVEE IN S BAL-
LAGHADEER-
REEN

CO ROSCOMMON Mayo No Irish 67 Bishop of Achonry

13095L S N AN DROMA 
MHOIR

AGHAVILLE BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 60 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

13125R SCOIL DHAIRBHRE CLONAKILTY CO CORK Cork No Irish 71 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

13150Q KNOCKANES MXD 
N S

HEADFORD CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 75 Bishop of Kerry

13152U ST JOSEPHS N S DERRYWASH CASTLEBAR CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 99 Archbishop of Tuam

13173F PADDOCK N S PADDOCK MOUNTRATH PORTLAOISE Laois No Irish 65 Bishop of Ossory

13174H ST COLUMBAS N.S. INISHTURK CO GALWAY Mayo No Irish 3 Archbishop of Tuam

13191H HIGH ST MIXED N S BELMONT BIRR CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 64 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

13196R Taunagh National 
School

Riverstown Co. Sligo Sligo No Irish 27 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

13210I ST JOSEPHS NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

BALLINGARRY THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 71 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

13222P SN GLEANN A 
CHAISIL

BUN NA HABHNA BEAL AN ATHA CO MHAIGH EO Mayo Part Irish 60 Bishop of Killala

13224T BALLINTEMPLE N S BALLINTEMPLE AVOCA CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 23 Archbishop of Dublin

13225V CORMAIC NFA GARRANARD P O BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 56 Bishop of Killala

13242V CASTLEROCK N S ACLARE CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 56 Bishop of Achonry

13262E CLOVER HILL N S ROSCOMMON CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 13 Bishop of Elphin

13271F FAIRGREEN N S BELTURBET CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 42 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 



Questions - Written Answers

744

13286S TIRELTON N S MXD MACROOM CO CORK Cork No Irish 79 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

13299E GLANBRIAN N S GLANBRIAN ENNISCORTHY CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 59 Bishop of Ferns

13311O ST PATRICKS NS CLARE ISLAND WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 19 Archbishop of Tuam

13313S St. John’s National 
School,

Ballinalee Road EDGEWORTH-
STOWN

CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 27 Bishop of Kilmore, E
lphin & Ardagh 

13320P FERMOYLE MIXED 
N S

FERMOYLE LANESBORO CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 98 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

13379C S N PADRAIG NFA 
FANOIR

BALLYVAUGHAN CO CLARE Clare No Irish 20 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
&Kilfenora

13383Q S N AN TSRAITH BUN NA HAB-
HANN

BEAL AN ATHA CO MHAIGH EO Mayo Part Irish 21 Bishop of Killala

13389F SN AN TRIAN LAIR BEAL ATHA NA 
MUICHE

CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 76 Bishop of Achonry

13444K S N BEAL ATHA NA 
HEIN

CASTLEBAR CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 64 Archbishop of Tuam

13478E DROIMDIOGACH 
N S

KILLMURRY MC 
MAHON

CO CLARE Clare No Irish 42 Bishop of Killaloe

13483U S N ATH NA LIONTA MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 98 Bishop of Cloyne

13498K CLOONFOUR N S ROOSKEY VIA CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 23 Bishop of Elphin

13500R MOUNT PLEASANT 
N S

BALLYGLASS CLAREMORRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 79 Archbishop of Tuam

13540G MURHUR N S MOYVANE LISTOWEL CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 70 Bishop of Kerry

13542K CAHIRCIVEEN 
CONVENT

CAHIRCIVEEN CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 71 Bishop of Kerry

13543M DERRINACAHARA 
N S

DUNMANWAY CO CORK Cork No Irish 71 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

13555T S N FAITCHE WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 98 Archbishop of Tuam

13563S S N CHILL COIN-
NIGH

CILL CHOINNIGH GLENTIES CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 25 Bishop of Raphoe

13571R DRUMRANEY 
MIXED N S

DRUMRANEY ATHLONE CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 20 Bishop of Meath

13607M ST COLUMBAS N S TULLOW CO CARLOW Carlow No Irish 65 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

13614J S N BRID NAOFA BEAL AN ATHA 
MOIR

CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 93 Bishop of Kilmore

13621G S N MUIRE LETTERFRACK CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 82 Archbishop of Tuam

13632L ANNALITTEN N S ANNALITTEN NS CASTLEBLAYNEY CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 30 Bishop of Clogher

13648D ST LUKES MXD N S MAHONYS AVE CORK Cork No Irish 87 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne & Ross 

13662U DUNMANWAY 
CONVENT INF

DUNMANWAY CO CORK Cork No Irish 98 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

13665D S N AN CILLIN BALLYSHRULE BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 39 Bishop of Clonfert

13667H SN MUINE CHO-
NALLAIN

BEAL AN ATHA, CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 60 Bishop of Achonry

13678M KILLURNEY N S BALLYPATRICK CLONMEL CO. TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 51 Bishop of Waterford
 & Lismore

13684H BEANNCHOR N S BANGOR ERRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 44 Bishop of Killala

13686L S N NAOMH IOSEF CONG CO MAYO Galway No Irish 91 Archbishop of Tuam

13699U S N COLMCILLE LETTERMORE CO GALWAY Galway All Irish 35 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
&Kilfenora

13730L CLOHANES N S MULLACH CO CLARE Clare No Irish 41 Bishop of Killaloe

13738E BURRANE N S KILRUSH CO CLARE Clare No Irish 70 Bishop of Killaloe

13752V NAOMH PADRAIG 
N S

MUCKERSTAFF COOLARTY CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 46 Bishop of Ardagh 
& Clonmacnoise

13755E GARTAN N S GARTAN LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 15 Bishop of Derry 
& Raphoe

13757I TARMON N S CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 90 Bishop of Elphin

13758K TEMPLEMARY N S TEMPLEMARY NS KILLALA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 32 Bishop of Killala

13773G S N GORT AN 
EADAIN

CLAR CHLAINNE 
MHUIRIS

CO MHUIGHEO Mayo No Irish 32 Archbishop of Tuam

13775K ST PATRICKS N S TRIM CO MEATH Meath No Irish 50 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

13790G BULGADEN N S BULGADEN KILMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 48 Bishop of Limerick

13797U LECANVEY N S WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 21 Archbishop of Tuam

13804O S N NA CRANN-
AIGHE

CRANNACH CILL ROIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 26 Bishop of Killaloe

13811L CORCREAGH N S CORCREAGH SHERCOCK CO CAVAN Monaghan No Irish 35 Bishop of Clogher
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13815T HOWTH RD MXD 
N S

HOWTH RD CLONTARF DUBLIN 3 Dublin No Irish 98 The Kirk Session 
of Clontarf 

Scots Presbyterian 
Church

13821O S N NA NAOMH 
UILE

CLEGGAN CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 22 Archbishop of 
Tuam

13839K CARRICK N S CURRAGBOY ATHLONE CO WESTMEATH Roscommon No Irish 52 Bishop of Elphin

13847J HOLLYFORD N S HOLLYFORD CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 49 Archbishop of 

Cashel 
& Emly

13867P ROSCREA N S NO 2 ST CRONANS NS ROSCREA CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 54 Bishop of Limerick, 
Killaloe & Ardfert 

13872I ROBERTSON N S BALLINTRA CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 62 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

13876Q MOVEEN N S KILKEE CO CLARE Clare No Irish 69 Bishop of Killaloe

13879W SLATTA N S S N SLATACH KILGLASS CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 22 Bishop of Elphin

13882L S N GLEANN NA 
MUAIDHE

BEAL AN ATHA CO MHAIGH EO Mayo Part Irish 23 Bishop of Killala

13902O HEWETSONS N S CLANE NAAS CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 94 Bishop of Meath 
& Kildare 

13908D BALLAGHAMEE-
HAN N S

ROSSINVER SLIGO Leitrim No Irish 15 Bishop of Kilmore

13927H INISHBOFIN N S INISHBOFIN CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 17 Archbishop of Tuam

13940W ENNISCRONE N S ENNISCRONE CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 94 Bishop of Killala

13951E S N LEITIR MUCU CAMAS CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 10 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

13952G S N BHRIDE LEITIR CALADH LETTERMORE CO GALWAY Galway All Irish 24 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

13976U ST MATTHIAS N S CHURCH ROAD BALLYDEHOB CO CORK Cork No Irish 14 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne 
& Ross 

13978B S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

BEAL ATHA 
FEARNAN

BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 33 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

13999J KILNAMANAGH N S KILNAMANAGH OULART GOREY Wexford No Irish 20 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

14002G KNOCKACLARIG 
MXD N S

BROSNA TRALEE CO KERRY Cork No Irish 35 Bishop of Kerry

14005M KILTEELY N S KILTEELY CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 25 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

14008S S N BHRIDE DUN NA SCIATH CURRAGHPOOR CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 91 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

14014N S N BAILE DEAS-
MUMHAN

MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 87 Bishop of Kerry

14049J WHITEHALL N S TARMONBARRY LONGFORD Longford No Irish 98 Bishop of Elphin

14051T STOKANE NS ENNISCRONE BALLINA CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 29 Bishop of Killala

14056G MOUNT TALBOT 
N S

MOUNT TALBOT CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 33 Bishop of Elphin

14064F S N COILL AN 
BHAILE

WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 25 Archbishop of Tuam

14065H SHERKIN ISLAND 
N S

BALTIMORE CO CORK Cork No Irish 12 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

14067L FEDAMORE N S FEDAMORE KILLMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 31 Bishop of Limerick

14069P DUN DEALGAN N S JOCELYN STREET DUNDALK CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 91 The Presbytery of 
Monaghan

14071C DRUMGOSSETT N S DRUMGOSSETT CARRICKMACROSS CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 95 Bishop of Clogher

14107U CASTLETOWN-
ROCHE N S

CASTLETOWN-
ROCHE

CO CORK Cork No Irish 69 Bishop of Cloyne

14111L CROSS N S KILRUSH CO CLARE Clare No Irish 25 Bishop of Killaloe

14164J S N LIOS MOR 
MOCHUDA

LIOS MOR CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 51 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

14180H HOLMPATRICK N S HOLMPATRICK SKERRIES CO. DUBLIN Dublin No Irish 91 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 

14181J POULICAPPLE N S CALLAN CO KILKENNY Tipperary No Irish 59 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

14188A BARNATRA N S BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo Part Irish 27 Bishop of Killala

14193Q S N DUBH THUAMA GAOTH SAILE BEAL AN ATHA CO MHAIGH EO Mayo Part Irish 38 Bishop of Killala
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14205U S N MAINISTIR 
MUIGHEO

CLAREMORRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 62 Archbishop of Tuam

14227H KILCOE NS SKIBBEREEN CO CORK Cork No Irish 56 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

14258S CILL MHOR IOR-
RAIS

BEAL AN 
MHUIRTHEAD

CO MHAIGH EO Mayo Part Irish 63 Bishop of Killala

14260F ABBEYLEIX STH 
N S

ABBEYLEIX CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 84 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns 
& Ossory 

14269A JONATHAN SWIFT 
NS

DUNLAVIN CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 38 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 

14273O S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA

LISIN NA HEILTE BOYOUNAGH CASTLEREA Galway No Irish 34 Archbishop of Tuam

14278B SCOIL NAOMH 
PADRAIG

KNOCKROON HEADFORD CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 63 Archbishop of Tuam

14290O SCOIL NAOMH 
BRID

BALLYCASTLE CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 71 Bishop of Killala

14294W BRIERFIELD N 
SCHOOL

TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 96 Archbishop of Tuam

14300O KILLASONNA 
MIXED N S

KILLASONNA GRANARD CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 52 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

14303U S N CLEIRE OILEAN CHLEIRE AN SCIOBAIRIN CO CHORCAI Cork All Irish 12 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

14320U CORLEA N S KINGSCOURT CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 26 Bishop of Meath

14339S AUGHAVAS NS CARAIGALLEN CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 64 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

14348T CARRICKLECK N S CARRICKLECK KINGSCOURT CO MEATH Meath No Irish 32 Bishop of Meath

14356S LISANISKEY N S BALLYDOOLEY 
P O

ORAN CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 76 Bishop of Elphin

14366V LOUGHFOUDER N S KNOCKNA-
GOSHEL

CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 34 Bishop of Kerry

14377D S N CILL CONAILL CILL CONAILL BEAL ATHA NA 
SLUAGH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 89 Bishop of Clonfert

14394D S N CILL FHEICIN GORT INSE 
GUAIRE

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 54 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

14400S S N CILL MHUIRE CROSSMOLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 62 Bishop of Killala

14418O BOFIELD MIXED 
N S

ATTYMASS BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 29 Bishop of Achonry

14420B S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

TULLY RENVYLE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 43 Archbishop of Tuam

14421D S N ARD AIRD THIAR CARNA CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 32 Archbishop of Tuam

14425L S N DOIRE UI 
BHRIAIN

BAILE LOCHA 
RIABHACH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 15 Bishop of Clonfert

14430E DERRYCREHA N S BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 41 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

14433K ABBEYSTREWRY 
N S

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK Cork No Irish 98 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne & Ross 

14448A CLOUGHANOWER 
N S

ATH CHINN CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 83 Archbishop of Tuam

14450K ST FEIGHANS MXD 
N S

FORE CASTLEPOLLARD CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 97 Bishop of Meath

14460N KILLEA N S TEMPLEMORE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 38 Archbishop of Cashel 

& Emly

14463T ST COLUMBAS N 
S MXD

NORTH STRAND DUBLIN 3 Dublin No Irish 70 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 

14476F WANDESFORDE 
MIXED N S

CASTLECOMER CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 64 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

14492D CURRACLOE N S CURRACLOE ENNISCORTHY CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 98 Bishop of Ferns

14497N S N B CURNANOOL CASTLEBAR CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 41 Archbishop of Tuam

14534Q GORTJORDAN N S KILMAINE CLAREMORRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 49 Archbishop of Tuam

14571W TOMGRANEY N S TOMGRANEY LIMERICK Clare No Irish 94 Bishop of Killaloe

14631O SCOIL CHOLM-
CHILLE

MALIN LIFFORD CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 95 Bishop of Derry

14642T S N MHUIRE BAILE GLAS ARD RATHAIN CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 82 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh&
Kilfenora

14643V S N NA CLOICHE 
MOIRE

BALLYRAGGAN RATHVILLY CO CARLOW Kildare No Irish 30 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

14647G DALKEY N S (2) DALKEY CO DUBLIN Dublin No Irish 99 Archbishop of 
Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 
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14650S CLOONTAGH 
MIXED N S

CLOONTAGH KILLASHEE CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 24 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

14671D S N NA CRAOB-
HAIGHE

CARROWMORE-
LACKEN

BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 22 Bishop of Killala

14684M AUGHRIM N S HILLSTREET CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 40 Bishop of Elphin

14704P MURROE NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

MURROE DUNFANAHY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 21 Bishop of Raphoe

14712O SN AN FHAIRCE CLAR CHLAINNE 
MHUIRIS

CO MHAIGH EO Galway All Irish 48 Archbishop of Tuam

14717B RATHGAR N S RATHGAR DUBLIN 6 Dublin No Irish 95 The Methodist 
Church of Ireland

14724V SCOIL RONAIN OILEAN TRA 
BHAN

LEITIR MOR GAILLIMH Galway All Irish 32 Archbishop of Tuam

14726C KINSALE N S KINSALE CO CORK Cork No Irish 98 Bishop of Cork, C
loyne & Ross 

14767Q AGHACASLA N S CAMP CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 77 Bishop of Kerry

14784Q DUNMANWAY B N S DUNMANWAY CO CORK Cork No Irish 88 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

14791N CAPPAWHITE N S CAPPAWHITE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 95 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

14808E IRISHTOWN N S CLAREMORRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 67 Archbishop of Tuam

14829M Scoil San Eoin REDCROSS CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 47 Archbishop of Dublin

14838N MARYBORO N S MARYBORO PORTLAOISE CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 90 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

14863M ACHILL SOUND 
CONVENT NS

ACHILL SOUND CO MAYO Mayo Part Irish 40 Archbishop of Tuam

14865Q KILLOCRANN N S CASTLE HILL BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 18 Bishop of Killala

14866S SN BEAL A BHU-
LAIN

BUN AN CHOR-
RAIGH

CATHAIR NA MART CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 20 Archbishop of Tuam

14873P DOOKINELLA N.S. KEEL ACHILL CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 38 Archbishop of Tuam

14898I DRUMEELA N S CARRIGALLEN 
PO

CO LEITRIM VIA CAVAN Leitrim No Irish 29 Bishop of Kilmore

14900P GUSSERANE N S GUSSERANE NEW ROSS CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 78 Bishop of Ferns

14917J ZION PARISH PRI-
MARY SCHOOL

BUSHY PARK 
ROAD

RATHGAR DUBLIN 6 Dublin No Irish 96 Archbishop of Dublin
 & Bishop of 
Glendalough 

14925I S N NAOMH EOIN BALLINAMEEN BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 38 Bishop of Elphin

14941G RAY N S RAY MANORCUNNING-
HAM

CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 65 Bishop of Derry 
& Raphoe

14966W KILTEEVAN N S ROSCOMMON CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 46 Bishop of Elphin

14972R ALL SAINTS NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

CARNEW CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 27 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

14980Q GLASNEVIN N S BOTANIC AV-
ENUE

GLASNEVIN DUBLIN 9 Dublin No Irish 73 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 

14987H S N AN CHLOCHAN AN CLOCHAN CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 46 Bishop of Kerry

14989L PASSAGE EAST N S PASSAGE EAST CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 98 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

14993C S N RAE NA NDOIRI RAE NA NDOIRI MAIGH CHROMTHA CO CHORCAI Cork All Irish 23 Bishop of Cloyne

14998M LYRE A CROMPANE 
N S

LISTOWEL CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 25 Bishop of Kerry

15007V PARTRY N S CLAREMORRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 43 Archbishop of Tuam

15008A SHRONELL N S LATTIN TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 61 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

15014S CORCLOUGH NS CORCHLOCH BEAL AN 
MHUIRTHID

CO MHAIGH EO Mayo Part Irish 68 Bishop of Killala

15027E S N NA HEAGLAISE ATHA EASCRACH BEAL ATHA NA 
SLUAGH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 45 Bishop of Elphin

15030Q ST MARYS N S AGHAMORE BALLYHAUNIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 75 Archbishop of Tuam

15032U S N MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

CEATHRU 
THAIDGH

BEAL ATHA AN 
FHEADHA

CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 32 Bishop of Killala

15045G S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

BEAL ATHA NA 
MBUILLI

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 36 Bishop of Elphin

15113U S N SHEAMAIS BARNACOGUE SWINFORD CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 14 Bishop of Achonry

15116D ARDVARNEY MXD 
N S

DROMAHAIR CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 40 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

15120R KILLYCONNAN N S STRADONE CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 94 Bishop of Kilmore

15122V ST BERNARDS 
MIXED N S

ABBEYLARA LONGFORD CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 44 Bishop of Ardagh &
Clonmacnoise

15140A BALLINGREE MXD 
N S

MACROOM CO CORK Cork No Irish 33 Bishop of Cloyne
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15142E NAOMH MICHEAL DOMHNACH 
MAIGHIN

CARRAIG MHA-
CHAIRE ROIS

CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 76 Bishop of Clogher

15157R MOUNT BRUIS N S MOUNT BRUIS TIPPERARY TOWN CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 71 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

15170J CASHELSHAN-
AGHAN N S

BALLYMALEEL 
P O

LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 42 The Presbytery of 
Derry & Donegal

15177A CARRIGDUFF NAT 
SCHOOL

CARRIGDUFF BUNCLODY CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 66 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

15208I S N NA SRAITHE 
MOIRE

MIN A LABAIN LEITIR CEANAINN CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal Part Irish 91 Bishop of Raphoe

15217J ARDKEERIN N S RIVERSTOWN BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Sligo No Irish 96 Bishop of Elphin

15221A ANNAGH N S MILTOWN 
MALBAY

CO CLARE Clare No Irish 78 Bishop of Killaloe

15255R DON N S BALLAGHADER-
REEN

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 64 Bishop of Elphin

15279I CLOONEY N S CLOONEY NS TULLA ENNIS Clare No Irish 99 Bishop of Killaloe

15299O GAILE N S HOLYCROSS THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 36 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

15308M ATHLEAGUE N S ATHLEAGUE CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 34 Bishop of Elphin

15320C ST MICHAELS NS CBS GROUNDS SEXTON STREET LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 57 Bishop of Limerick

15331H S N BAILE NUA MAIGH CHUI-
LINN

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 87 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

15337T S N MHUIRE CAISLEAN GEAL CLIFFONEY CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 41 Bishop of Elphin

15342M S N NAOMH 
MHUIRE

CEIS CHORAINN BALLYMOTE CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 40 Bishop of Achonry

15359G SHILLELAGH NO 
1 N S

SHILLELAGH CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 36 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

15380U DROMAGH MIXED 
N S

DROMAGH MALLOW CO. CORK Cork No Irish 33 Bishop of Kerry

15395K MOUNT BOLUS N S MOUNT BOLUS TULLAMORE CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 38 Bishop of Meath

15407O SN BAILE THOMAIS BAILE THOMAIS GOREY CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 86 Bishop of Ferns

15408Q CONNOLLY N S ENNIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 46 Bishop of Killaloe

15410D KILCROHANE N S DURRUS BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 28 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

15413J BRIDESWELL N S ATHLONE CO WESTMEATH Roscommon No Irish 66 Bishop of Elphin

15425Q FAIRYMOUNT N S FAIRYMOUNT NS CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 38 Bishop of Elphin

15431L KILLAVILLE N S BALLYMOTE CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 23 Bishop of Achonry

15446B TRUMMERA N S TRUMMERA MOUNTRATH CO LAOIS Laois All Irish 39 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

15452T KILDALLON N S ARDLOUGHER BELTURBET CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 52 Bishop of Kilmore

15483H ST LOUIS N S RATHKENNY NAVAN CO MEATH Meath No Irish 41 Bishop of Meath

15496Q LEAFFONEY N S KILGLASS CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 15 Bishop of Tuam, 
Killala & Achonry 

15531P SCOIL MHUIRE, NEWTOWN, BALLINASLOE, CO. ROSCOMMON. Roscommon No Irish 65 Bishop of Clonfert

15532R CROAGHROSS N S PORTSALON LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 25 Bishop of Raphoe

15539I ST JOHNS NS LUGBOY CLAREMORRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 59 Archbishop of Tuam

15543W TIBOHINE N S CASTLEREA ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 46 Bishop of Elphin

15545D CASTLEPLUNKETT 
N S

CASTLEPLUN-
KETT

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 56 Bishop of Elphin

15554E GORTNACART N S GORTNACART ARDARA CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 28 Bishop of Raphoe

15560W BISHOP HARTY NS BALLINREE NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 95 Bishop of Killaloe

15563F LISHEEN MIXED 
N S

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK Cork No Irish 70 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

15569R SCOIL MOIBHI MILVERTON SKERRIES CO DUBLIN Dublin No Irish 95 Archbishop of Dublin

15571E KILGLASS N S ENNISCRONE CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 73 Bishop of Killala

15584N GRANGE N S BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 30 Bishop of Elphin

15592M SN CEANN TRA 
MEASCAITHE

CEANNTRA TRA-LI CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 56 Bishop of Kerry

15614T TAUGHMACON-
NELL N S

TEACH MHIC 
CONAILL

BEAL ATHA NA 
SLUAIGHE

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 96 Bishop of Clonfert

15628H ST JOSEPHS B N S BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 86 Bishop of Elphin

15632V ST JOSEPH GIRLS 
N.S. SCHOOL

KILMACOW CO. KILKENNY VIA WATERFORD Kilkenny No Irish 90 Bishop of Ossory

15638K EDENDERRY 2 N S EDENDERRY CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 73 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

15644F TIERNABOUL N S KILLARNEY CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 37 Bishop of Kerry

15646J COOMHOLA N S BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 93 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross
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15654I KNOCKCONNON 
N S

KNOCKCONNON EMYVALE CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 69 Bishop of Clogher

15664L GRANLAHAN G N S BALLINLOUGH CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 40 Archbishop of Tuam

15696B SILVERMINES N S NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 77 Bishop of Killaloe

15700M CLOVERFIELD N S CLOVERFIELD DROMCHAOIN CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 61 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

15729N RATHMULLEN N S RATHMULLEN CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 78 Bishop of Raphoe

15763N MOVILLE N S MOVILLE CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 37 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

15770K S N NAOMH NAILLE NA CAOLOGA INVER CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 80 Bishop of Raphoe

15778D ST MARYS N S NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 70 Bishop of Limerick, 
Killaloe & Ardfert 

15795D ST MARYS N S TEMPLEMORE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 29 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

15796F S N COR AN DROMA CLAREGALWAY CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 93 Archbishop of Tuam

15847T S N LEITIR MHIC 
AN BHAIRD

LEITHBHEARR CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 34 Bishop of Raphoe

15866A CARRAKENNEDY 
N S

WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 33 Archbishop of Tuam

15878H DERRYQUAY MXD 
N S

TRALEE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 46 Bishop of Kerry

15895H DRUMCONDRA N S CHURCH AVENUE DRUMCONDRA DUBLIN 9 Dublin No Irish 61 Archbishop of 
Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 

15900U THE GLEBE N.S. AUGHRIM BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 16 Bishop of Limerick, 
Killaloe & Ardfert 

15923J CLONEYHURKE N S CLONEYHURKE PORTARLINGTON CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 36 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin

15940J TOMBRACK N S TOMBRACK FERNS CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 43 Bishop of Ferns

15948C CLOLOGUE N S CLOLOGUE FERNS CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 34 Bishop of Ferns

15955W SN ARAINN MHOR I ARAINN MOR CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 36 Bishop of Raphoe

15960P GORTLETTERAGH 
CENTRAL

FORNOCHT CARA DROMA 
RUISC

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 76 Bishop of Ardagh 
& Clonmacnoise

15967G CRIMLIN N S CASTLEBAR CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 33 Archbishop of Tuam

15970S BALLYTARSNA N S CASHEL CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 85 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

15978L CURRAHEEN MXD 
N S

GLENBEIGH CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 41 Bishop of Kerry

15980V CAMCLOON N S ATHLONE CO WESTMEATH Roscommon No Irish 34 Archbishop of Tuam

15981A LAKYLE N S WHITEGATE VIA 
LIMERICK

CO CLARE Clare No Irish 52 Bishop of Killaloe

15983E S N NAOMH 
BROGAIN

BRACKNA RATHANGAN CO KILDARE Offaly No Irish 91 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin

15996N RATHBANE N S BOFEENAUN BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 63 Bishop of Killala

15997P ST BRENDAN’S N.S. THE SQUARE EYRECOURT CO. GALWAY Galway No Irish 80 Bishop of Clonfert

16009H CARRICK MIXED 
N S

BALLINLOUGH CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 95 Archbishop of Tuam

16014A ST FINIANS AN CORAIN CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 97 Bishop of Kerry

16021U LISANISKA N S S N LIOS AN 
UISCE

BEAL EASA CO MHAIGH EO Mayo No Irish 67 Bishop of Killala

16027J S N MUIRE STRATFORD ON 
SLANEY

BALTINGLASS CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 76 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

16034G TULSK N S TUSLK CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 66 Bishop of Elphin

16044J KILROSS N S BALLINTOGHER CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 47 Bishop of Elphin

16052I S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG SAILE

GOB A CHOIRE ACAILL CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 41 Archbishop of Tuam

16059W EMLY N S EMLY CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 87 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

16067V SCOIL NAIS FININ 
NAOFA

CLONARD ENFIELD CO MEATH Meath No Irish 64 Bishop of Meath

16091S GORT INSE GUAIRE 
B N S

GORT INSE 
GUAIRE

GORT CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 53 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

16092U ATHLONE N S Unit 5 Arcadia Centre Arcadia Westmeath No Irish 67 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

16108J SCOIL NAOMH 
TREASA C

TIERNASLIGO 
CLONMANY

LIFFORD CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 60 Bishop of Derry

16109L SCOIL REALT NA 
MARA

BALLYCOTTON MIDLETON CO CORK Cork No Irish 93 Bishop of Cloyne

16111V KILLUSTY N S FETHARD CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 43 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly
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16113C SN TOIN NA GAO-
ITHE

TOIN NA GAO-
ITHE

CATHAIR NA MART CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 45 Archbishop of Tuam

16121B ATTYMON N S ATTYMON ATHENRY CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 26 Bishop of Clonfert

16127N GORTHAGANNY 
N S

CARROWBEHY 
PO

CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 87 Bishop of Elphin

16129R CORCAGHAN N S CORCAGHAN STRANOODEN CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 67 Bishop of Clogher

16130C ST JOSEPHS N S KILLENUMERY DROMAHAIR CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 66 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

16136O CLIFFONEY N S CLIFFONEY CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 59 Bishop of Elphin

16137Q DRUMFAD N S BALLYNASHAN-
AGH P O

LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 26 The Presbytery of 
Derry & Donegal

16166A CARRIG N S BIRR CO OFFALY Tipperary No Irish 68 Bishop of Killaloe

16170O CLOGHANS N S BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 32 Bishop of Killala

16173U KINAFFE N S SWINFORD CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 20 Bishop of Achonry

16177F LINDSAY ROAD N S LINDSAY ROAD GLASNEVIN DUBLIN 9 Dublin No Irish 99 The Minister of Abbey 
Presbyterian Church

16204F S N AN MOININ RUA CAISLEAN AN 
CHUMAIR

CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 79 Bishop of Ossory

16230G S N LISNAFUNCHIN CASTLECOMER CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 42 Bishop of Ossory

16239B MEENKILLY N S ABBEYFEALE CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 59 Bishop of Limerick

16242N S N DUMHACH 
BEAG

DUMHACH BEAG BAILE LAIR CO DUN NA NGALL Donegal No Irish 10 Bishop of Raphoe

16246V DRUMCLUGH N S BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 50 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

16250M TEMPLETUOHY N S THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 60 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

16259H KILCOLMAN N S ENNISKEAN CO CORK Cork No Irish 45 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

16269K KILLASSER NS KILLASSER SWINFORD CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 29 Bishop of Achonry

16279N SCOIL CHOLUIM BALLYHEERIN,FANAD LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 21 Bishop of Raphoe

16281A SN NAOMH GOB-
NAIT

BAILE AN FHEIR-
TÉARAIGH

TRÁ LÍ CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 22 Bishop of Kerry

16283E S N POL A TSOMAIS BEAL AN ATHA CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 38 Bishop of Killala

16286K CARRIGBOY N S DURRUS BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 88 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

16289Q ST JOHNS N S CARROWMORE SWINFORD CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 70 Bishop of Achonry

16291D CLOONCAGH N S STROKESTOWN CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 25 Bishop of Elphin

16293H S N CILL RICHILL BAILE LOCHA 
RIABHACH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 39 Bishop of Clonfert

16295L SN AN CHORRAIN GOB A CHOIRE CO MHAIGH EO Mayo Part Irish 4 Archbishop of Tuam

16304J MILLTOWNPASS N S MILLTOWNPASS CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 98 Bishop of Meath

16311G GRAIG NA MAN-
ACH BUAC

GRAIGENAMAN-
AGH

CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 83 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

16335U RYLANE N S CORK CO CORK Cork No Irish 75 Bishop of Cloyne

16340N BALLINAGORE 
MIXED N S

BALLINAGORE MULLINGAR CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 66 Bishop of Meath

16357H S N FHIONNTRA FINTRA KILLYBEGS CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 59 Bishop of Raphoe

16375J FROSSES N S FROSSES INVER CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 94 Bishop of Raphoe

16379R VALLEY N S DUGORT ACHILL CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 16 Archbishop of Tuam

16384K SN ARAINN MHOR 
II

ARAINN MHOR CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 12 Bishop of Raphoe

16390F SCOIL BHRIDE KILLSHANDRA CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 88 Bishop of Kilmore

16427C CLONOWN N S ATHLONE CO WESTMEATH Roscommon No Irish 36 Bishop of Elphin

16430O Owning National 
School

PILTOWN CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 95 Bishop of Ossory

16431Q S N OILIBEAR 
BEANNAITHE

STONETOWN 
LUBHADH

DUNDALK CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 35 Archbishop  of 
Armagh

16439J SCOIL NA MBEAR-
NAN

PALLASAGREEN CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 61 Archbishop of 
Cashel & Emly

16445E ST PATRICKS NS BONEYARROW CLOGH CASTLECOMER Kilkenny No Irish 83 Bishop of Ossory

16456J SCOIL NAISIUNTA 
EIRC

BAILE AN MHO-
RAIGH

BAILE NA NGALL TRA LI Kerry All Irish 32 Bishop of Kerry

16458N INVER N S INVER CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 28 Bishop of Derry 
& Raphoe

16464I CASTLEBLAKENEY 
N S

CASTLEBLAK-
ENEY

CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 57 Bishop of Elphin

16471F ST DAVADOGS N S TAMNEY LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 34 Bishop of Raphoe

16485Q ST BRENDANS 
MIXED N S

HUGGINSTOWN CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 59 Bishop of Ossory

16492N RATHLEE N S EASKEY CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 56 Bishop of Killala
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16520P ST MARY’S N.S. DRUNG BALLYHAISE CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 56 Bishop of Kilmore

16535F TIMOLIN N S TIMOLIN CO. KILDARE. Kildare No Irish 20 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 

16549Q KNOCKCOMMON 
N S

KNOCKCOMMON BEAUPARC CO MEATH Meath No Irish 85 Bishop of Meath

16562I KNOCKANILLO N S BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 42 Bishop of Killala

16596C ST FEICHINS N 
SCHOOL

ABBEY LOUGHREA CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 32 Bishop of Clonfert

16603T S N AN CHILLIN AN CILLIN INVER CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 23 Bishop of Raphoe

16611S GLENTOGHER 
CON N S

CARNDONAGH CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 33 Bishop of Derry

16630W CEARA N S BONNICONLON BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 25 Bishop of Achonry

16635J Scoil Náisiúnta Naomh 
Pádraig

CURRAGH CAMP CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 92 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin 

16639R SN DEAGHAN O 
CEALLAIGH

ATHLONE CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 85 Bishop of Elphin

16664Q BRUCKLESS N S BRUCKLESS CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 22 Bishop of Raphoe

16702V SC MHUIRE NA 
MBRAITHRE

CAHERCIVEEN CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 76 Bishop of Kerry

16703A SCOIL NA 
MBRAITHRE

AN DAINGEAN CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 51 Bishop of Kerry

16713D SCOIL NA 
MBRAITHRE

DOON CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 58 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

16715H ST JOHN THE BAP-
TIST BOYS N S

DOWNEY STREET PENNYWELL LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 39 Bishop of Limerick

16744O BOHESHILL MXD GLENCAR CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 38 Bishop of Kerry

16750J PAROCHIAL N S CEARNOG TI NA 
CUAIRTE

GAILLIMH Galway No Irish 90 Bishop of Tuam, 
Killala & Achonry 

16763S S N GLASAIN CRAOSLOCH LEITIRCEANAINN CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 35 Bishop of Raphoe

16764U KILMEEDY N S KILMEEDY CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 30 Bishop of Limerick

16767D CORONEA N S ARVA CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 32 Bishop of Kilmore

16777G S N NMH MHUIRE DONADEA NAAS CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 88 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin

16779K SCOIL CAITLIN 
NAOFA

CILL MHIC A 
DOMHNAIGH

CEANNTRA TRA LI CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 22 Bishop of Kerry

16780S CULMORE N S SWINFORD CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 24 Bishop of Achonry

16781U COOLBOCK N S RIVERSTOWN VIA BOYLE CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 27 Bishop of Elphin

16790V S N NAOMH 
SEOSAMH

DUNSANY CO MEATH Meath No Irish 65 Bishop of Meath

16793E MARY IMMACU-
LATE NS

COLLOONEY CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 73 Bishop of Achonry

16794G ST BRIGIDS N S MERVILLE RD STILLORGAN BLACKROCK. CO. 
DUBLIN

Dublin No Irish 96 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 

16815L S N NAOMH CEI-
THEACH

RUNAMOAT CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 44 Bishop of Elphin

16816N ATTYRORY N S BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Roscommon No Irish 32 Bishop of Clonfert

16817P BRANNOXTOWN 
N S

BRANNOCK-
STOWN

BALLYMORE 
EUSTACE

CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 93 Archbishop of Dublin

16818R SN NA LEANAI AN RINN DUN GARBHAN CO PHORT LAIRGE Waterford All Irish 75 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

16819T S N GORT AN 
CHOIRCE

LEITIR CEAN-
AINN

CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 65 Bishop of Raphoe

16823K MIN A GHABHANN 
N S

LETTERMA-
CAWARD

DONEGAL Donegal Part Irish 20 Bishop of Raphoe

16829W S N LOCH AN 
IUBHAIR

ANAGAIRE LEITIR CEANAINN TIR CHONAILL Donegal All Irish 42 Bishop of Raphoe

16832L MUIRISC NS MUIRISC WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 33 Archbishop of Tuam

16833N KILTEALY N S KILTEALY ENNISCORTHY CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 97 Bishop of Ferns

16835R S N NAOMH 
TREASA

BORRISOLEIGH THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 86 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

16836T NAOMH BRIDHID GLENMAKEE CARNDONAGH CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 99 Bishop of Derry

16837V S N DUCHORAIDH DUCHORAIDH CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 22 Bishop of Raphoe

16850N ST GARVANS N.S. DRUM HALLA RATHMAOLAIN LETTERKENNY Donegal No Irish 31 Bishop of Raphoe

16854V BUNCRANA N S BUNCRANA CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 33 Bishop of Derry &
 Raphoe

16863W DESERTSERGES N S ENNISKEAN CO CORK Cork No Irish 24 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne
 & Ross 
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16865D CLONTUBRID 
MIXED N S

FRESHFORD CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 67 Bishop of Ossory

16869L S N AN 
BHREACAIGH

ARD A RATHA CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 46 Bishop of Raphoe

16876I S N CAIPIN INISCEIN CO CHORCAI Cork No Irish 82 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

16885J ADRIGOLE N S ADRIGOLE BANTRY CO CORK Cork No Irish 13 Bishop of Kerry

16896O SCOIL NAOMH IDE ATH NA 
FUINNSEOIGE

BEALACH CO 
LUIMNI

Limerick No Irish 21 Bishop of Limerick

16900C S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA B

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK Cork No Irish 95 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

16901E S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA N B

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK Cork No Irish 85 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

16903I S N FOTHAR PORT NA 
BLAITHCHE

LEITIR CEANAINN CO DUN NA NGALL Donegal No Irish 46 Bishop of Raphoe

16904K S N LAINN CILLE CATHAIR NA 
MART

CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 60 Archbishop of Tuam

16911H S N LEATH ARDAN BEAL ATHA NA 
FHEADHA

CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 80 Bishop of Killala

16913L SCOIL NA NAO-
INEAN

EAS GEIPHTINE CO LUIMNI Limerick No Irish 95 Bishop of Limerick

16927W S N NAOMH SHEO-
SAIMH

KILMACTRANY BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Sligo No Irish 28 Bishop of Elphin

16930L SCOIL AN SRAITH 
S N

TULACH BRACH CILL ROIS CO AN CHLAIR Clare No Irish 22 Bishop of Killaloe

16932P AUGHAWILLAN NS GARADICE CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 30 Bishop of Kilmore

16933R LOCH MOR MAIGH 
N S

TEMPLEMORE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 76 Archbishop of 
Cashel & 
Emly

16945B LISGRIFFIN N S BUTTEVANT CO CORK Cork No Irish 32 Bishop of Cloyne

16950R S N AN CARRAIG 
LIATH

DUNGARBHAN CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 87 Bishop of Waterford 
& L
ismore

16951T S N NA CRAOIBHE-
LEITHE

DRUMKEERAN CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 14 Bishop of Kilmore

16954C SCOIL MHICHIL ROCKWALLACE CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 33 Bishop of Clogher

16955E S N NA MONA 
FLICHE

MACROOM CO CORK Cork No Irish 56 Bishop of Cloyne

16959M S N CORRABHA GLANGEVLIN N S CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO LEITRIM Cavan No Irish 23 Bishop of Kilmore

16961W KILCUMERAGH N S KILCUMERAGH MOTA GRAINNE OIGE Westmeath No Irish 81 Bishop of Meath

16968N S N BLAITHIN IOSA MACAIRE 
CLUANA

CARRAIG MHA-
CAIRE ROIS

CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 41 Bishop of Clogher

16979S ST COLMCILLES 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

TEMPLEMORE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 88 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

16982H S N ATH EASCRACH 
CHUAIN

BEAL ATHA NA 
SLUAGH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 7 Bishop of Elphin

16983J S N NAOMH CILLIN ROBINHOOD RD., 
BLUEBELL

INCHICORE DUBLIN 12 Dublin No Irish 23 Archbishop of Dublin

16984L S N NAOMH 
SHEOSAMH

SHRULE VIA GALWAY CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 99 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

16988T CHRIST THE KING 
B N S

CABRA DUBLIN 7 107 Dublin No Irish 83 Archbishop of Dublin

16989V CHRIST THE KING 
G N S

CABRA DUBLIN 7 107 Dublin No Irish 94 Archbishop of Dublin

16990G S N NAOMH CAL-
LIN

ROS SIONNAIGH BALLINAHOWN ATHLONE Offaly No Irish 61 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

16995Q S N NAOMH COLM-
CHILLE

DRUMOGHILL NS MANORCUNNING-
HAM

LETTERKENNY Donegal No Irish 74 Bishop of Raphoe

17003A S N SEOSAMH MUINE GHALL BIRR CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 64 Bishop of Killaloe

17011W MOCOMHOG N S CAPPABOY KEALKIL BANTRY Cork No Irish 26 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

17018N SCOIL PHADRAIG DOBHAR AN BUN BEAG LEITIRCEANAINN Donegal All Irish 91 Bishop of Raphoe

17020A QUILTY NS QUILTY ENNIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 46 Bishop of Killaloe

17021C S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA

BALLYWEELIN BALLINFULL CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 82 Bishop of Elphin

17029S S N NAOMH CIA-
NAIN

CUSHENSTOWN ASHBOURNE CO MEATH Meath No Irish 81 Bishop of Meath

17035N S N MHIN 
TEINEADH DE

ARD A RATHA CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 43 Bishop of Raphoe

17039V S N COILL MOR DRUMMIN WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 18 Archbishop of Tuam

17040G SN NAOMH 
SAMHTHANN

DRUMDOIT CASTLEFIN CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 92 Bishop of Derry
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17050J S N NAOMH 
SHEAMUIS

DURRUS CO CORK Cork No Irish 31 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne
 & Ross 

17051L S N NA FUAR COIL-
LEADH

CRAUGHWELL CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 87 Archbishop of Tuam

17054R S N ARD CIANAIN DRUIM ATHLONE CO WESTMEATH Roscommon No Irish 56 Bishop of Elphin

17071R S N BAILE A 
MHOININ

DROICHEAD BEIL AN ATHA 
MHOIR

BALLINASLOE CO 
GALWAY

Galway No Irish 41 Bishop of Elphin

17072T S N CILL CRUINN LIOS TUATHAIL CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 94 Bishop of Kerry

17076E SCOIL MHUIRE GLEANN RUADH KILMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 17 Bishop of Limerick

17079K S N CARRAIG AN 
IME

MACROOM CO CORK Cork No Irish 23 Bishop of Cloyne

17084D CILL AN IUBHAIR 
N S

CILL AN IUBHAIR MOUNTRATH CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 30 Bishop of Ossory

17094G S N RATH 
CRUACHAN

BEAL ATHA NA 
GCEARR

CAISLEAN RIAB-
HACH

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 13 Bishop of Elphin

17095I S N NA CEALL-
TRAIGHE

KINCLARE CEALLTRACH BAL-
LINASLOE

CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 49 Bishop of Elphin

17096K S N NMH FHINGIN GARRYHILL MUINEBHEAG CO CARLOW Carlow No Irish 33 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17098O S N TIGHEARNAIN 
NAOFA

VIA CROSSMO-
LINA P.O.

BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 88 Bishop of Killala

17100V S N RATH ARADH ROSCOMMON CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 26 Bishop of Elphin

17110B NAOMH LORCAN O 
TUATHAIL

PLAS SEIBHIL BAILE ATHA CLI-
ATH 1

101 Dublin No Irish 73 Archbishop of Dublin

17114J S N AN GHAB-
HAILIN

CASHEL CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 88 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17117P S N CUL GREINE COOLGREANY GOREY CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 92 Archbishop of Dublin

17122I SN EADAN FHION-
NFHAOICH

NA GLEANNTA CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 21 Bishop of Raphoe

17125O DIFFEREEN N S MANORHAM-
ILTON

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 36 Bishop of Kilmore

17126Q SCOIL ENDA ACHADH NA 
HABHLA

CLUAIN EOIS CO MUINEACHAIN Monaghan No Irish 57 Bishop of Clogher

17129W S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

RATH NA 
MBEACH

CROSSMOLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 20 Bishop of Killala

17130H SCOIL NAOMH 
DUBHTHACH

MACHAIRE UI 
RABHARTAIGH

GORT A CHOIRCE LEITIR CEANAINN Donegal All Irish 45 Bishop of Raphoe

17140K S N BAILE SLUAGH THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 35 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17154V S N BREANDAIN 
NAOFA

MULLAGH GORT 
UI MHAIDIN

BAILE LOCHA 
RIABHACH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 37 Bishop of Clonfert

17161S KILTALLAGH N S KILTALLAGH CASTLEMAINE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 37 Bishop of Limerick, 
Killaloe & Ardfert 

17162U S N BHRIGHDE BAILE CORR KELLS CO MEATH Meath No Irish 97 Bishop of Meath

17167H BL OLIVER PLUN-
KETT N S

MOATE CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 91 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

17170T BAILE MOR SIOL 
ANMCADHA

LAURENCETOWN BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 59 Bishop of Clonfert

17171V S N CUILINN UI 
CAOIMH

MALA CO CHORCAI Cork No Irish 64 Bishop of Kerry

17174E S N BHRIGHDE CUAN CARLOW CO CARLOW Kilkenny No Irish 52 Bishop of Ossory

17176I S N REALT NA 
MARA

MULRANNY CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 56 Archbishop of Tuam

17179O S N AN CILLIN BIRR CO OFFALY Tipperary No Irish 95 Bishop of Killaloe

17182D MHICHIL NAOFA 
N S

CASTLETOWN-
GEOGHEGAN

CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 78 Bishop of Meath

17184H OOLA NATIONAL 
SCHOOL

OOLA TIPPERARY Limerick No Irish 93 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17188P S N CHIARAIN 
NAOFA

CLONMACNOIS 
NS

SHANNONBRIDGE CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 79 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

17189R RATH EOGHAN N S RATH EOGHAN CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 75 Bishop of Ardagh &
 Clonmacnoise

17194K S N BAILE UI 
COILEAIN

BALLYCULLANE NEW ROSS CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 57 Bishop of Ferns

17197Q S N AN LEATH 
BHAILE

TUAIM CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 75 Archbishop of Tuam

17200C S N COLMAIN CONAHY JENKINSTOWN CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 20 Bishop of Ossory

17203I S N ULTAIN NAOFA DOMHNACH 
PADRAIG

AN UAIMH CO NA MIDHE Meath All Irish 89 Bishop of Meath

17206O GLEBE N S LARGY N S KINLOUGH CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 32 Bishop of Kilmore

17220I S N BHRIGHDE MEATH HILL DRUMCONRATH CO MEATH Meath No Irish 78 Bishop of Meath

17222M S N MHICHIL 
NAOFA

GALMOY THURLES CO TIPPERARY Kilkenny No Irish 60 Bishop of Ossory
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17230L SCOIL NAOMH 
BRID

CILL UACHTAIR, AN CNOC RUA, CO. AN CHABHAIN. Cavan No Irish 76 Bishop of Kilmore

17236A BOHER N S BOHER STREAMSTOWN CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 32 Bishop of Meath

17237C S N CILL BARF-
HIONN

COOLBAWN NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 64 Bishop of Killaloe

17240O S N TAMHNACH 
DHUIBH

BAILIEBORO CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 89 Bishop of Kilmore

17241Q S N DOMHNACH 
MOR

CASTLEFIN LIFFORD CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 41 The Presbytery of D
erry & Donegal

17242S S N PAIRC NA 
SLINNE

MAGH GLAS BAILE LOCHA 
RIACH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 20 Bishop of Clonfert

17244W S N NAOMH RUAD-
HAIN

LORRHA NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 24 Bishop of Killaloe

17246D S N CLUAIN AN 
ATHA

EIDHNEACH INIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 29 Bishop of Killaloe

17253A S N CAISLEAN AN 
CUMAIR

CASTLECOMER CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 56 Bishop of Ossory

17263D S N MUIRE AN 
SEAN BAILE

SEAN BHAILE CO DUBLIN Dublin No Irish 59 Archbishop of Dublin

17266J BALLANAGARE N S CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 56 Bishop of Elphin

17267L SCOIL IOBAR 
NAOFA

ST IBARS NS CLOHAMON ENNISCORTHY Wexford No Irish 25 Bishop of Ferns

17270A S N COLM CILLE INIS DIOMAIN CO CLARE Clare No Irish 41 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17271C SCOIL MHUIRE 
MUIGHEO

CRETTYARD CARLOW CO CARLOW Laois No Irish 32 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin

17273G S N BAILE NA CILLE BAILE LOCHA 
RIACH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 51 Bishop of Clonfert

17281F TOGHER N S DUNMANWAY CO CORK Cork No Irish 39 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

17283J S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA

GEEVAGH BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Sligo No Irish 94 Bishop of Elphin

17289V S N CAOMHAIN INIS OIRTHIR ARAINN GAILLIMH Galway All Irish 16 Archbishop of Tuam

17290G DYSART NS DYSART MULLINGAR CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 35 Bishop of Meath

17298W KILBEHENNY N S KILBEHENNY MITCHELSTOWN CO CORK Limerick No Irish 49 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17300G LIOS MAIGHIR NEWMARKET CO CORK Cork No Irish 59 Bishop of Cloyne

17301I S N TEACH CAOIN CLAR CLOINNE 
MHUIRIS

CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 71 Archbishop of Tuam

17312N S N CUL AN MHUI-
LINN

CULMULLEN DRUMREE CO MEATH Meath No Irish 80 Bishop of Meath

17315T SCOIL DAIRBHRE 
MIXED

READYPENNY DUNDALK CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 83 Archbishop  of 
Armagh

17321O S N AN COILL 
MHOR

NEWPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 29 Archbishop of Tuam

17324U SCOIL NAOMH 
BREANDAN

CNOC AN CHUI-
LINN

AN RATH MHOR CO CHIARRAI Cork No Irish 20 Bishop of Kerry

17328F SCOIL ROISIN AN CLOCHAN 
LIATH

CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal No Irish 58 Bishop of Raphoe

17329H S N PAROISTEACH BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 21 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

17330P SCOIL N MOLING-
GLYNN

ST MULLINS KILKENNY Carlow No Irish 57 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17331R S N AN DROMA BALLINAKILL LOUGHREA CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 28 Bishop of Clonfert

17332T ST MARYS PARO-
CHIAL SCHOOL

CLONMEL CO. TIPPERARY. Tipperary No Irish 33 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

17336E S N MHUIRE BAIN-
RIOGHAN

SCOIL MUIRE 
BAINRIOGHAN

DUN CHAIRN BIORRA Offaly No Irish 62 Bishop of Killaloe

17338I S N CILL BONAIN ATHARLACH CO CHORCAI Cork No Irish 81 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

17339K S N NAOMH CHI-
ARAIN

CUIRT AN PHUCA JOHNSTOWN CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 93 Bishop of Ossory

17349N S N AN LEANA 
MHOIR

BEAL ATHA 
LONGPHOIRT

VIA LISTOWEL CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 18 Bishop of Kerry

17353E S N CILL TROSTAIN STROKESTOWN CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 15 Bishop of Elphin

17362F S N BREANDAN 
NAOFA

RATHCOOL MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 88 Bishop of Kerry

17364J SCOIL BAILE AN 
AIRD

BAILE AN AIRD KILMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 99 Archbishop of 
Cashel &
 Emly

17365L CAHORREIGH N S CILL AIRNE CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 25 Bishop of Kerry

17368R CROI RONAOFA 
MEASCAITHE

WILLIAMSTOWN CASTLEREA CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 98 Archbishop of Tuam
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17374M S N CHRION 
CHOILL

GATHABAWN VIA THURLES CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 25 Bishop of Ossory

17432A MAGH MORA N S MOYVORE CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 32 Bishop of Meath

17440W S N NAOMH MA-
ODHOG

CILL NA BHEART BEAL ATHA 
CONAILL

CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 79 Bishop of Kilmore

17441B SCOIL MHUIRE WOLFHILL ATHY CO KILDARE Laois No Irish 21 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17445J SCOIL LILE NAOFA KILEELY LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 51 Bishop of Limerick

17447N S N CRANNAIGHE 
BUIDHE

CRANNOG BUI ARDARA CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 27 Bishop of Raphoe

17456O S N RONAIN ARAINN CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 36 Archbishop of Tuam

17459U CHRIST THE KING 
I G

CABRA DUBLIN 7 107 Dublin No Irish 57 Archbishop of Dublin

17462J SCOIL NAIS MHI-
CHIL

BAILE NUA BORRIS CO CARLOW Carlow No Irish 47 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17463L S N BRIOCAIN AN GORT MOR ROSMUC CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 37 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17469A SCOIL CUILM CILLE BALLINDRAIT LIFFORD CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 34 Bishop of Derry

17471K S N SHEAN BHOTH NEW ROSS CO WEXFORD Kilkenny No Irish 26 Bishop of Ossory

17472M BAILE FALBACH LUSK CO DUBLIN 133 Dublin No Irish 92 Archbishop of Dublin

17475S S N AINE NAOFA LOCH CUTRA GORT CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 63 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17479D SCOIL MHUIRE LACKEN BALLINAGH CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 92 Bishop of Kilmore

17481N ST BRENDANS N S DRUMMOND ST MULLINS KILKENNY Carlow No Irish 20 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin

17482P CLOGHER NS CLOGHER PO CLAREMORRIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 32 Archbishop of Tuam

17483R CARRAHOLLY N S Peadar O Cearnaigh 
- Principal

Westport Co Mayo Mayo No Irish 96 Archbishop of Tuam

17485V S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA

FOTHAINE ATH EASCRACH BEAL ATHA NA SLUA Galway No Irish 39 Bishop of Clonfert

17488E SN AN AILL 
BHREACH

BAILE CONAOLA CONNAMARA CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 37 Archbishop of Tuam

17489G S N FIONNTAN 
NAOFA

ABBEYLEIX PORTLAOISE CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 80 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17490O S N LORCAIN 
NAOFA

TIGNEATHA BAILE LOCHA 
RIACH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 65 Bishop of Clonfert

17492S S N MHUIRE KILMURRAY CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 42 Bishop of Elphin

17493U ROSENALLIS N S ROSENALLIS CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 92 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin

17498H S N NAOMH 
SHEOSAMH

TOOMEVARA NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 83 Bishop of Killaloe

17500O S N MUIRE MXD BARNDARRIG CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 85 Archbishop of Dublin

17502S S N NAOMH 
THOMAIS

TOBAR PHEADAR GAILLIMH Galway No Irish 75 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17506D S N BREANDAN 
NAOFA

DUN DOIGHRE COILL BHREAC 
LOUGHREA

CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 78 Bishop of Clonfert

17510R S N TREASA NFA BALLYELLIS GOREY CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 96 Bishop of Ferns

17511T S N BAILE AN 
IUBHAIR

THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 38 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17512V S N FLANNAIN 
NAOFA

RATH CHOBAIN ROSCRE CO TIOBRAD ARANN Tipperary No Irish 86 Bishop of Killaloe

17515E S N ACHADH BOLG ACHADH AN 
CHRIOSTE

CO CORCAIGH Cork No Irish 72 Bishop of Cloyne

17517I DOOLIN MIXED N S ENNIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 72 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17519M S N CAISLEAN 
DOCHRAILL

BALLYCARNEY ENNISCORTHY CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 32 Bishop of Ferns

17522B KNOCKANORE N S KNOCKANORE CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 83 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

17527L SCOIL BHRUGH 
THUINNE

CHURCHTOWN MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 93 Bishop of Cloyne

17529P S N IOMAIR NAOFA BRACKLOON 
CILL TULCHA

BEAL ATHA N 
RIOGH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 47 Bishop of Clonfert

17532E S N DRUIM SLAOD BAILE CRUAICH CATHAIR NA MART CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 34 Bishop of Killala

17533G S N RATHAIN MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 59 Bishop of Cloyne

17539S S N CILL CRUAIN SCOIL CHILL 
CHRUAIN

BALLYMOE CASTLEREA Galway No Irish 69 Bishop of Elphin

17543J CLOUGHJORDAN 
N S

CLOUGHJORDAN CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 95 Bishop of Killaloe
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17547R S N BREANDAN 
NAOFA

DOIRE IUBHAIR GURTEENY WOOD-
FORD

LOUGHREA CO 
GALWAY

Galway No Irish 12 Bishop of Clonfert

17552K SCOIL BHRIGHDE PORTHALL LIFFORD CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 34 Bishop of Derry

17553M S N TAODHBHOG AN CLOCHAN LEIFEARR CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 64 Bishop of Raphoe

17555Q SCOIL NAOMH 
ABBAN

CRETTYARD CARLOW CO CARLOW Laois No Irish 53 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17557U SCOIL ABBAIN 
CILLIN

MAGANEY ATHY CO KILDARE Laois No Irish 82 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17562N S N OILEAN 
EADAIGH

CAISLEAN A 
BHARRAIGH

CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 65 Archbishop of Tuam

17564R S N AN CHOIMIN CLOCHAN LEITHBHEARR CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 69 Bishop of Raphoe

17566V S N BHRIDHE KELLS CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 26 Bishop of Ossory

17570M S N NA BHFIODH CILL MHIC 
THOMAIS

CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 53 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

17571O KILMORE N S CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 63 Bishop of Elphin

17574U S N NAOMH CI-
ARAIN

CILL CHIARAIN CONAMARA CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 33 Archbishop of Tuam

17575W S N GLEANN COIM-
HEAD

BALLYBOFEY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 70 Bishop of Derry

17590S S N MOIN RUADH 
MIXED

KNOCKTOPHER CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 48 Bishop of Ossory

17593B SCOIL NAOMH 
MHUIRE

CNOC UI COILE-
AIN

ABBEYFEALE CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 29 Bishop of Limerick

17598L SN AN LEINBH IOSA COXTOWN CARRIGANS CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 68 Bishop of Raphoe

17599N S N BAILE AN LUIG BEAL TRA SLIGEACH Sligo No Irish 30 Bishop of Killala

17606H NAOMH MICHEAL 
N S

CASTLETOWN-
FINEA

MULLINGAR CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 27 Bishop of Meath

17608L S N LUA NAOFA LORRHA NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 49 Bishop of Killaloe

17610V S N BAILE FADA BALLYFAD INCH CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 37 Bishop of Ferns

17613E S N CAITRIONA 
NAOFA

EACHDRUIM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 94 Bishop of Clonfert

17615I SN NAOMH PRO-
INNSIAS

AN CHOILL RUA ODHAR CO NA GAILLIMHE Mayo No Irish 72 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17620B S N ROIS MHOIR CLONOULTY GOOLDS CROSS CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 73 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17621D S N AN BHEALAIGH CLONOULTY CASHEL CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 25 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17622F S N LASAIR NAOFA ARIGNA CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO LEITRIM Roscommon No Irish 20 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

17630E S N MAODHOG CNOC BRIGHDE BAILIEBORO CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 46 Bishop of Kilmore

17633K S N EOIN BAISTE BALLYVAUGHAN VIA GALWAY CO CLARE Clare No Irish 42 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
&Kilfenora

17638U ST JOSEPH’S N.S. DONARD POULPEASTY CLONROCHE, EN-
NISCORTHY

Wexford No Irish 75 Bishop of Ferns

17640H S N COLMAIN 
NAOFA

TIR DA GLAS NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 44 Bishop of Killaloe

17643N S N CILL BHRIAIN BALLINAMULT CLONMEL CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 20 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

17644P SCOIL MHUIRE AUGHNAGAR-
RON

GRANARD CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 89 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

17645R S N CRONAIN KILTIERNAN KILCOLGAN CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 76 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17648A S N BREANDAIN 
NAOFA

ATH CINN GAILLIMH Galway No Irish 45 Archbishop of Tuam

17653Q CASTLE INY N S LUACH MAGH TEMPLEMORE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 32 Archbishop of Cashel 

& Emly

17655U S N CALADH NA 
MUC

ROS CATHAIL CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 59 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
&Kilfenora

17656W S N OLIBHEIR 
BEANNUITHE

DUNCANNON CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 64 Bishop of Ferns

17660N S N NAOMH 
TREASA

CAISEAL CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway Part Irish 32 Archbishop of Tuam

17665A S N GLEANN GUAIL THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 43 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17669I S N TREASA 
NAOMHA

CILL TEAGAIN CO CILLE 
MANNTAIN

Carlow No Irish 65 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17675D S N TEAMPALL 
LOISCITHE

BURNCHURCH CUFFES GRANGE 
KILKENNY

CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 65 Bishop of Ossory

17678J S N FIONDALBHA CASTLEBAR CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 32 Archbishop of Tuam
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17679L S N BRIGHDE FANTAN BORRISOLEIGH 
THURLES

CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 15 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17681V S N NA MAIGHNE THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 87 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17682A S N COLM NAOFA COGGALE WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 42 Archbishop of Tuam

17687K S N TULACH 
CRUINN

CILL RUIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 18 Bishop of Killaloe

17689O S N TIR AN FHIAIDH LEITIR MOR CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 56 Archbishop of Tuam

17694H S N CHLUAININ CLONMEL CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 88 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17695J S N MOLAISE MOLAISE AN CNOCH MAINISTIR LAOISE Laois No Irish 84 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin

17699R S N TUAIRIN 
CATHAIL

RATHMORE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 11 Bishop of Kerry

17706L S N AN MHAOILINN NEWMARKET CO CORK Cork No Irish 56 Bishop of Cloyne

17709R S N NAOMH 
MHUIRE

DRUMBOYLAN LEITRIM P.O. CARRICK-ON-
SHANNNON

Roscommon No Irish 17 Bishop of Elphin

17712G S N CHIARDA 
NAOFA

KILKEARY NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 50 Bishop of Killaloe

17714K S N CILL CAE CASTLEDERMOT ATHY CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 69 Archbishop of Dublin

17715M S N RATH A 
BHARRAIGH

CLONAKILTY CO CORK Cork No Irish 47 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

17716O ST RIAGHANS NS DRIMNACROSH KILRAINE P.O. CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 36 Bishop of Raphoe

17718S S N SEOSAMH 
NAOFA

CUL MHAOILE SLIGO Sligo No Irish 67 Bishop of Achonry

17721H SCOIL TREASA 
NAOFA

MALAINN LIFFORD CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 78 Bishop of Derry

17725P S N BHRIDE CARN MONEYGOLD CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 30 Bishop of Elphin

17727T SN CROI MUIRE BEAL AN 
MHUIRTHID

CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 93 Bishop of Killala

17729A SCOIL NAOMH 
PROINNSEAS

MAGHERABEG MANORCUNNING-
HAM

LETTERKENNY Donegal No Irish 92 Bishop of Raphoe

17734Q SCOIL EOIN BAISTE BALLYHOGUE GALLBHAILE INIS CORTHAIDH Wexford No Irish 40 Bishop of Ferns

17742P SCOIL NAIS 
MHUIRE NAOFA

KILTALE DUNSANY CO MEATH Meath No Irish 95 Bishop of Meath

17743R NAOMH MUIRE N S FIODH AN ATHA MULLINGAR CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 22 Bishop of Meath

17747C S N NA SRONA RATHMORE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 20 Bishop of Kerry

17748E S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA

DUNGAR CAISLEAIN RIAB-
HACH

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 68 Bishop of Elphin

17753U S N CHIARAIN 
NAOFA

BREACH CHOILL KILCORMAC BIRR Offaly No Irish 21 Bishop of Meath

17758H SCOIL MHICHIL 
NAOFA

CROSSPATRICK CO KILKENNY (VIA 
THURLES)

Kilkenny No Irish 28 Bishop of Ossory

17760R S N BAILE AN 
LEASA

DUNMORE TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 38 Archbishop of Tuam

17761T S N MHUIRE ARAGLINN CILL UIRD CO CHORCAI Cork No Irish 76 Bishop of Cloyne

17763A ROCKCHAPEL N S ROCKCHAPEL NS MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 34 Bishop of Cloyne

17764C S N BAILE TU-
IRINNE

KILBEACANTY GORT CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 40 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
&
Kilfenora

17765E S N RE NA SCRINE ROSCARBERY CO CORK Cork No Irish 30 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

17770U S N NAOMH COL-
MAIN

c/o Scoil Cholmain Muighros Cárna Galway All Irish 23 Archbishop of Tuam

17772B S N BRIGHDHE 
NAOFA

CINN MARA CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 84 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17774F S N LISSARA 
NAOFA

BAILE NA CARRA BAILE AN MHOTA CO SLIGEACH Sligo No Irish 91 Bishop of Achonry

17776J S N COMHGHALL COININSI CLONES CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 22 Bishop of Clogher

17783G S N CHUIRT 
DOIGHTE

CAHIR CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 53 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

17789S S N CILL TARTAIN GORT INSE 
GUAIRE

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 73 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17790D CURRAGHAGALLA 
N S

KILWORTH CO CORK Cork No Irish 39 Bishop of Cloyne

17793J S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA

CLOIDEACH ATH CINN CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 23 Archbishop of Tuam

17794L S N AN PHAIRC YOUGHAL CO CORK Cork No Irish 41 Bishop of Cloyne

17796P Our Lady’s National 
School

Nurney Carlow Co Carlow Carlow No Irish 44 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin
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17799V S N NA HAILLE AN MHOIN ARD CO TIOBRAD 
ARANN

Tipperary No Irish 92 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17806P CILL CLEITHE N S CILL CLEITHE MOATE CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 89 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

17807R S N CATHAIR GEAL CATHAIR GEAL TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 88 Archbishop of Tuam

17808T ST MARY’S PRI-
MARY

STROKESTOWN CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 99 Bishop of Elphin

17812K ST MARYS N S ST MARYS N.S. PARNELL AVENUE ENNISCORTHY Wexford No Irish 84 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

17814O GEAROID UI GHRI-
OBHTHA

LOUGHILL MOUNTRENCHARD CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 55 Bishop of Limerick

17822N SCOIL BHRIGHDE MIN A CHLAD-
HAIGH

GORT A CHOIRCE CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 20 Bishop of Raphoe

17829E S N ATH AN MHUIL-
LINN

RATHLUIRC CO CORK Cork No Irish 87 Bishop of Cloyne

17831O GLEBE NS THE GLEBE DUN NA NGALL CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal No Irish 90 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

17832Q KILNABOY N S ENNIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 90 Bishop of Killaloe

17837D SCOIL MHUIRE PETTIGO CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 58 Bishop of Clogher

17841R SN MHUIRE BALLYHOGUE BREE ENNISCORTHY Wexford No Irish 40 Bishop of Ferns

17847G S N AIBHISTIN 
NAOFA

CILL SEANAIGH INIS CO AN CHLAIR Clare No Irish 29 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17849K S N O DUBHLAIN BALLAGH KILROOSKEY CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 27 Bishop of Elphin

17850S S N PHADRAIG 
NAOFA

PAIRC NA COILLE BORRISOKANE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 24 Bishop of Killaloe

17863E SCOIL IARLATHA 
NAOFA

MIONLOCH BEAL ATHA NA 
SLUA

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 81 Archbishop of Tuam

17869Q S N CIARAIN 
NAOFA

DUBHROS CINN MHARA CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 83 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
&Kilfenora

17870B SCOIL BHREAN-
DAIN NAOFA

CLUAIN 
FHEARTA

BEAL ATHA NA 
SLUAIGH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 64 Bishop of Clonfert

17871D SCOIL CILL CHUR-
NAIN

KILCORNAN CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 96 Bishop of Limerick

17874J GLENCORRIB N S GLENCORRIB SHRULE VIA 
GALWAY

CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 25 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

17882I S N AODHA NAOFA KILBEGGAN CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 29 Bishop of Meath

17883K MUIRE NAOFA 
CASTLECUFFE

CASTLECUFFE CLONASLEE CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 76 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17893N SANCTA MARIA 
C B S

SYNGE ST DUBLIN 8 108 Dublin No Irish 81 Archbishop of Dublin

17898A S N IOSEP NAOFA BROADFORD VIA LIMERICK CO CLARE Clare No Irish 6 Bishop of Killaloe

17904P S N BRUSNA BRUSNA BEALACH A DOIRIN CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 73 Bishop of Achonry

17905R S N TOBAIR EOIN 
BAISDE

JOHNSWELL CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 54 Bishop of Ossory

17907V CROSSBRIDGE N S CROSSBRIDGE TINAHELY CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 56 Bishop of Ferns

17911M COLMCILLE MIXED 
N S

BIGWOOD MULLINAVAT CO WATERFORD Kilkenny No Irish 25 Bishop of Ossory

17915U FREASTOGAIL 
MHUIRE MXD

KILLAHAN ABBEYDORNEY CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 30 Bishop of Kerry

17919F AIBHISTIN NAOFA CLUAIN TUAI-
SCIRT

BEAL ATHA NA 
SLUAGH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 36 Bishop of Clonfert

17922R CLOGHANS HILL 
N S

TUAM CO GALWAY Mayo No Irish 13 Archbishop of Tuam

17923T S N BEAL AN 
MHUIRTHEAD

BEAL AN 
MHUIRTHEAD

CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 70 Bishop of Killala

17931S S N BRIGHDE TICKNEVIN CARBURY CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 78 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17932U ODHRAN NAOFA 
N S

SONNA SLANEMORE MULLINGAR Westmeath No Irish 90 Bishop of Meath

17942A SCOIL MHAINCHIN 
BUACH

BOTHAR SIOL-
BROIN

LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 56 Bishop of Limerick

17945G SCOIL NAOMH 
CHAITRIONA

BALLYSHANNON CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 67 Bishop of Raphoe

17946I SCOIL NAIS 
NAOMH AINE

MAIO TIERWORKER KELLS Meath No Irish 30 Bishop of Meath

17950W SHANAGARRY N S SHANAGARRY MIDLETON CO CORK Cork No Irish 94 Bishop of Cloyne

17953F S N BHAILE 
EAMONN

RATHFARNHAM DUBLIN 14 114 Dublin No Irish 90 Archbishop of Dublin

17955J MUIRE GAN SMAL CLUAIN DIL-
LEAIN

FERMOY CO CORK Cork No Irish 84 Bishop of Cloyne



17 September 2014

759

17956L SCOIL CHOLM-
CILLE NAOFA

BALLYLAST CASTLEFIN CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 56 Bishop of Derry

17965M S N BHRIDE ARD ACHAIDH OMEATH DUNDALK Louth No Irish 87 Archbishop  of 
Armagh

17967Q S N MULLACH RUA Mullaghroe Via Boyle Co. Sligo Sligo No Irish 37 Bishop of Achonry

17980I SCOIL MHUIRE Ardeevin Williamstown CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 38 Archbishop of Tuam

17981K S N GLEANN NA 
GCREABHAR

GLEANN NA 
GCREABHAR

CILL MOCHEAL-
LOG

CO LUIMNI Limerick No Irish 56 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

17990L S N DROM CNAMH DROM CNAMH CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 41 Bishop of Kilmore

17991N EOIN NAOFA N S BALLYMORE MULLINGAR CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 86 Bishop of Meath

17995V S N OILIBHEAR 
PLUNGLEAD

KILLINA CARBURY CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 95 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

17996A GLEN NA SMOL N S GLEN NA SMAL TALLAGHT DUBLIN 24 Dublin No Irish 76 Archbishop of Dublin

17997C ST MARYS N S 
GRANGE

GRANGE YOUGHAL CO CORK Waterford No Irish 64 Bishop of Waterford 
& 
Lismore

17998E SN MUIRE AN 
TSOLAIS

SN MUIRE AN 
TSOLAIS

MOTA GRAINNE 
OIGE

BALLINASLOE CO 
GALWAY

Galway No Irish 17 Bishop of Clonfert

18001B S N NAOMH LOR-
CAN

OMEATH DUNDALK CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 70 Archbishop  of 
Armagh

18002D DRUMGALLAGH 
N S

BALLYCROY WESTPORT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 44 Bishop of Killala

18005J SCOIL MHUIRE 
GAN SMAL

FIOBHACH 
DISEART

BEAL ATHA NA 
SLUAIGHE

CO ROSCOMAIN Roscommon No Irish 12 Bishop of Elphin

18007N S N OLIBHEAR 
PLUINCEID

RANN NA 
FEIRSTE

ANAGAIRE CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 87 Bishop of Raphoe

18010C Davidstown Primary 
School

Davidstown Primary 
School

Enniscorthy Co Wexford Wexford No Irish 80 Bishop of Ferns

18014K Scoil an Chroi Ro 
Naofa

The Swan N.S. via Athy Co Laois Laois No Irish 37 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18020F S N AN GHARRAIN UPTON CO CORK Cork No Irish 49 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

18023L S N ATH NA BH-
FEARCON

Aughnafarcon Broomfield Castleblayney Monaghan No Irish 56 Bishop of Clogher

18024N SCOIL MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

ARD AITINN CO CEATHARLACH Carlow No Irish 81 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18027T CLOONIQUIN N S AILFIONN CAISLEAN RIAB-
HACH

CO ROS COMAIN Roscommon No Irish 34 Bishop of Elphin

18029A S N MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

DRUIMEANNA TUBBERCURRY CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 82 Bishop of Achonry

18033O KILCOMMON N S KILCOMMON TINAHELY CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 93 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

18036U DIARMADA N S CASTLEPOL-
LARD

CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 64 Bishop of Meath

18037W S N MHUIRE BAILE UI EARAIN BAILE LOIBIN CO NA MI Meath No Irish 33 Bishop of Meath

18038B ST MARGARETS N S ST MARGARETS CO.DUBLIN. Dublin No Irish 86 Archbishop of Dublin

18039D NA MINTEOGA N S HEADFORD KILLARNEY CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 39 Bishop of Kerry

18043R S N MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

TIR NA NEAS-
RACH

BALLYCRISSANE BALLINASLOE Galway No Irish 29 Bishop of Clonfert

18058H SCOIL NAOMH 
SEOSAMH

RATHDOMH-
NAILL

TREANTACH CO DUN NA NGALL Donegal No Irish 35 Bishop of Raphoe

18061T SCOIL MHUIRE BALLYLEAGUE LANESBORO PO CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 78 Bishop of Elphin

18063A S N NAOMH LOR-
CAIN

LEVITSTOWN MAGANEY ATHY Kildare No Irish 47 Archbishop of Dublin

18068K S N PEADAR AGUS 
POL

ATH AN URCHAIR MOATE CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 22 Bishop of Meath

18075H RATHDOMHNAIGH 
N S

RATHDOWNEY CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 35 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

18077L S N CNOC MACHAN BUN MACHAN CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 23 Bishop of Waterford 
&
 Lismore

18082E S N DUMHACH CATHAIR NA 
MART

CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 36 Archbishop of Tuam

18084I SCOIL MHUIRE 
GAN SMAL

LIXNAW CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 74 Bishop of Kerry

18085K BALLYNEALE N S CARRICK ON 
SUIR

CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 85 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

18086M DUNFANAGHY N S DUNFANAGHY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 31 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

18087O S N ODHRAN 
NAOFA

BAILE NA CLOI-
CHE

SILVERMINES 
NENAGH

CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 30 Bishop of Killaloe

18090D S N CILL DAMHAIN CILL DAMHAIN INIS CORTHAIGH CO LOCH GORMAN Carlow No Irish 99 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin
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18092H S N BAILE MHIC 
ADAIM

BAILE MHIC 
ADAIM

MAGH BHEALAIGH CO CILL DARA Kildare No Irish 60 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin

18100D LISGRIFFIN N S GOLEEN SKIBBEREEN CO CORK Cork No Irish 18 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

18109V S N INIS CEAL-
TRACH

MOUNTSHAN-
NON

CO. CLARE VIA LIMERICK Clare No Irish 65 Bishop of Killaloe

18111I S N GORT NA 
GAOITHE

GORT NA GAO-
ITHE TUAMARD

BEAL ATHA NA 
SLUA

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 31 Bishop of Elphin

18113M S N CILL SOLAIN KILLASOLAN CALTRA BALLINASLOE Galway No Irish 14 Bishop of Elphin

18114O S N NAOMH EIGH-
NEACH

DISEART EIGH-
NIGH

BUNCRANNACH CO DUN NA NGALL Donegal No Irish 95 Bishop of Derry

18116S MNS CLUAIN 
TUAISCIRT

LANESBORO CO LONGFORD Roscommon No Irish 57 Bishop of Elphin

18118W COOLFANCY N S CUL FHASAIGH TINAHELY CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 94 Bishop of Ferns

18120J SCOIL MHUIRE CAISEAL CEAN-
NDROMA

CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 61 Bishop of Raphoe

18121L S N MHUIRE CARNA CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 35 Archbishop of Tuam

18126V S N SAN NIOCLAS TIGH BANAN CASTLEBELLING-
HAM

CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 91 Archbishop  of 
Armagh

18127A S N MHUIRE BELTURBET CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 74 Bishop of Kilmore

18128C S N MHUIRE MXD COISCEIM MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 71 Bishop of Kerry

18129E SCOIL NAOMH 
PEADAR

MOUNTCHARLES CO DUN NA NGALL Donegal No Irish 98 Bishop of Raphoe

18131O S N MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

ARD ARATHA CO DUN NA NGALL Donegal No Irish 34 Bishop of Raphoe

18139H S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

TEARMON SPEN-
CER HARBOUR

CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 30 Bishop of Kilmore

18145C SN NMH TREASA KILKELLY BALLYHAUNIS CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 40 Bishop of Achonry

18164G S N BUIRGHEAS NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 66 Bishop of Killaloe

18165I TISRARA NATION-
AL SCHOOL

TIGH SRATHRA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 59 Bishop of Elphin

18166K CLUAIN EIDH-
NEACH N S

CLUAIN EIDH-
NEACH

MOUNTRATH CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 62 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns 
& Ossory 

18167M S N AINE NFA 
SEAFIELD

BONMAHON CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 60 Bishop of Waterford 
& 
Lismore

18168O S N AN CHRIOCH AN CHRIOCH CO AN CHLAIR Clare No Irish 41 Bishop of Killaloe

18169Q S N RATH RIAGAIN BAILE AN BHO-
THAIR

DUN BOINNE CO NA MIDHE Meath No Irish 94 Bishop of Meath

18175L S N BEANNCHAIR CARROWMORE BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 18 Bishop of Killala

18181G St. Hugh’s N.S. DOWRA (via Carrick-on-
Shannon)

Co. Leitrim Leitrim No Irish 46 Bishop of Kilmore

18182I NAOMH ATRACHTA KINGSLAND MAINISTIR NA 
BUILLE

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 34 Bishop of Elphin

18184M S N CILL LÚRAIGH CAUSEWAY TRALEE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 50 Bishop of Kerry

18190H S N CRONAIN NFA 
AN CARN

INIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 21 Bishop of 
Galway,Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

18193N S N NAOMH FION-
TAN

LISMACAFFREY CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 64 Bishop of Ardagh & C
lonmacnoise

18194P CIARAN NAOFA FIODHARTA CO ROS COMAIN Roscommon No Irish 91 Bishop of Elphin

18195R ST FINIAN N S CLONALVY GARRISTOWN CO MEATH Meath No Irish 53 Bishop of Meath

18203N CUL AN TSUDAIRE 
N S

CUL AN TSU-
DAIRE

PORTARLINGTON CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 92 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

18205R S N AN PHAROISTE FINGLAS DUBLIN 11 Dublin No Irish 65 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of Glen-
dalough 

18213Q S N LEAMHACH THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 76 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

18214S CIL CONLA N S CILL CONLA BALLYBUNION CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 36 Bishop of Kerry

18219F SN CHONAILL MACHAIRE 
CHLOCHAIR

BUN BEAG CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 72 Bishop of Raphoe

18222R SN CEATHRU NA 
GAOITHE

MILLTOWN TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 17 Archbishop of Tuam

18233W SCOIL PA-
ROISTEACH

TRALEE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 40 Bishop of Limerick, 
Killaloe & Ardfert 

18234B SCOIL NAOMH 
PADRAIG

EO-DHRUIM CASTLEBLANEY CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 65 Bishop of Clogher

18236F SCOIL NAOMH 
MUIRE

BEAL ATHA DA 
THUILLE

CO LUIMNI Limerick No Irish 35 Bishop of Limerick

18241V SCOIL NAOMH 
CHOLMCILLE

DRUMMAN RAMELTON CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 95 Bishop of Raphoe
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18246I S N BAILE MUINE BALLINEEN CO CORK Cork No Irish 35 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne 
& Ross 

18250W S N BAILE MOR DUNFANAGHY 
PO

LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 32 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

18251B AYR HILL N S 
RAMELTON

RAMELTON LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 36 The Presbytery of 
Derry & Donegal

18252D SCOIL MHUIRE DOIRE GLINNE CROSS BHOTHAR 
MHAMA

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 28 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

18256L SCOIL BHRIGHDE SILVERSTREAM MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 63 Bishop of Clogher

18257N S N BAILE AN 
FHASAIGH

BALLYFACEY GLENMORE CO WATERFORD Kilkenny No Irish 55 Bishop of Ossory

18258P NAOMH EARNAIN 
N S

KILASHEE LONGFORD CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 36 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

18259R Lanesborough Primary 
School

Scoil Mhuire gan 
Smál

Lanesborough Co. Longford Longford No Irish 81 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

18262G LOCHAN AN BHE-
ALAIGH N S

LOCHAN AN 
BHEALAIGH

BALLINEA MULLINGAR Westmeath No Irish 59 Bishop of Meath

18265M BHRIDE N S ARD DUACH CARLOW CO CARLOW Laois No Irish 19 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18272J S N NAOMH EOIN LECARROW CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 40 Bishop of Elphin

18283O SCOIL MHUIRE SC MHUIRE 
BROSNACH

TRA LI CO CIARRAI Kerry No Irish 57 Bishop of Kerry

18285S S N CILL CHUIMIN THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 33 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

18286U S N NA HACRAI AILT AN CHOR-
RAIN

LEITIRCEANAINN CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal No Irish 88 Bishop of Raphoe

18287W S N NA MAIGHDINE 
MHUIRE

GEARR EISCIR MOYVALLEY CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 91 Bishop of Kildare 
& Leighlin

18289D SCOIL NAOMH 
IOSEF

CASTLEHACK-
ETT

BELCLARE TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 64 Archbishop of Tuam

18294T BARR NA SRUTHAN 
N S

BARR NA SRU-
THAN

MOUNTMELLICK CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 57 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18295V S N MIN AN AOIRE AN CHARRAIG CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 24 Bishop of Raphoe

18296A DROMDHALLAGH 
N S

DRIMOLEAGUE CO CORK Cork No Irish 48 Bishop of Cork 
& Ross

18301N S N MHUIRE B MILLSTREET CO CORK Cork No Irish 72 Bishop of Kerry

18309G SCOIL BRIDE BRIERFIELD BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 39 Archbishop of Tuam

18316D S N FHURSA LADHAR BANTEER CO CORK Cork No Irish 69 Bishop of Cloyne

18318H S N NAOMH PAR-
THALAN

CIONN SAILE 
BEAG

YOUGHAL CO CORK Waterford No Irish 56 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

18319J S N TRIANTA TRIANTAGH LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 15 The Presbytery of 
Derry & Donegal

18321T S N MUIRE MAGH 
DEILGE

CEAPACH CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 95 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

18322V S N AN DROMA THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 79 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

18325E NAOMH CHAR-
THAIGH

BOYS NATIONAL 
SCHOOL

CASTLEISLAND CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 52 Bishop of Kerry

18326G S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

CILL CHAIS CLONMEL CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 75 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

18327I S N CNOC DOIRE COORACLARE KILRUSH CO CLARE Clare No Irish 28 Bishop of Killaloe

18329M S N NAOMH 
MHUIRE

LECKANN CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 38 Bishop of Kilmore

18331W S N CAOIMHIN 
NAOFA

CLUAIN LISC SHINRONE CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 95 Bishop of Killaloe

18334F S N CNOC MIONNA BAILE AN MHÓTA CO SHLIGIGH Sligo No Irish 73 Bishop of Achonry

18336J BOOLAVOGUE N S BOOLAVOGUE FERNS CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 96 Bishop of Ferns

18339P SN IOSEF NAOFA AN MHAIGH LEACHT UI CHON-
CHUBHAIR

INIS Clare All Irish 25 Bishop of Killaloe

18340A S N PADRAIG LIOS BO DUIBHE AN MHUINCHILLE CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 48 Bishop of Kilmore

18343G S N CHAOIMHGHIN BAILE DHAITH THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 63 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

18346M S N GREACH 
RATHAIN

BEAL TAIRBEIRT CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 61 Bishop of Kilmore

18350D S N NA HINSE THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 56 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

18356P S N BARRA NAOFA SCOIL BHARRA SRAID GILLABBEY CORCAIGH Cork No Irish 45 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne
 & Ross 

18357R S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA

CURTLESTOWN ENNISKERRY CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 63 Archbishop of Dublin
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18358T S N FIACH BAILE NA CRI-
ADH

OLDCASTLE CO MEATH Meath No Irish 88 Bishop of Meath

18359V S N CUAN CILL BEATHACH INIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 35 Bishop of Killaloe

18366S S N AODAIN BALLINTRILLICK CLIFFONEY CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 34 Bishop of Kilmore

18371L SCOIL MHUIRE AN CRAOSLOCH LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 96 Bishop of Raphoe

18377A IOSEF NAOFA FERMOY CO CORK Cork No Irish 82 Bishop of Cloyne

18378C S N NAOMH IOSEPH BAILE AILBHIR KILCULLEN CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 55 Archbishop of Dublin

18379E BARNANE N S TEMPLEMORE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 61 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

18382Q SCOIL BHRIDE SIOLACH HACKBALSCROSS 
DUNDALK

CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 41 Archbishop  of 
Armagh

18387D S N CATRIONA NFA BALLYHACK ARTHURSTOWN NEW ROSS Wexford No Irish 77 Bishop of Ferns

18388F SCOIL NAOMH 
MICHEAL

CHURCH ROAD BLACKROCK CORK Cork No Irish 38 Bishop of Cork, 
Cloyne 
& Ross 

18391R S N BRIGHDE FOCHAIRD MOUNTPLEASANT 
DUNDALK

CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 87 Archbishop  of 
Armagh

18393V S N CILLIN CROS RIABHACH MULLACH CEANNANUS MOR Cavan No Irish 71 Bishop of Kilmore

18396E S N RATH EILTE THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 95 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

18399K S N BHRIDE BAILE BUI KILCORMAC CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 88 Bishop of Meath

18401R SCOIL MHUIRE GLASLOCH MUINEACHAN Monaghan No Irish 87 Bishop of Clogher

18410S S N LIOSCEANUIR INIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 79 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
&Kilfenora

18414D S N GLEANN 
BEITHE

GLENBEIGH CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 92 Bishop of Kerry

18421A SN DUN CEAN-
NFHAOLAIDH

DUN CEANNFHA-
OLAIDH

CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 92 Bishop of Raphoe

18422C SCOIL NA NOG GLEANN 
MAGHAIR

CO CHORCAI Cork All Irish 72 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

18426K SCOIL IDE NAOFA RAITHINEACH BEALACH CO LUIMNI Limerick No Irish 90 Bishop of Limerick

18429Q S N MHUIRE CUL RONAIN BAILE IOMHAIR CO MEATH Meath No Irish 45 Bishop of Meath

18432F S N BAILE UI 
FHIDHNE

SCREAMOG CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 82 Bishop of Elphin

18433H NAOMH PIUS X N S BALLACOLLA PORTLAOISE CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 29 Bishop of Ossory

18434J RATHCOYLE N S RATHCOYLE RATHDANGAN CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 57 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18441G SCOIL NAOMH 
CHUAN

CILL IOMAIR BEAL ATHA NA 
SLUAGH

CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 35 Bishop of Clonfert

18443K S N IOSEF NAOFA EAGLAIS BORRISOKANE CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 38 Bishop of Killaloe

18444M S N CLOGACH CLOGLACH TIMOLEAGUE CO CORK Cork No Irish 66 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

18446Q SCOIL NAOMH 
MHUIRE

CEANN MHA-
LANNA

BALLYGORMAN 
LIFFORD

CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 65 Bishop of Derry

18459C SCOIL MHUIRE CILL MHEAN-
MAN

MULLINAHONE 
THURLES

CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 42 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

18460K SN BAILE AN 
MHUILINN

BAILE AN 
MHUILLINN

TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 87 Archbishop of Tuam

18461M S N MUIRE NA 
DOIRINI

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK Cork No Irish 44 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

18464S St. Peter’s Primary 
School

BRAY CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 84 Archbishop of Dublin

18468D SCOIL MHUIRE CAISLEAN UI 
DHONNABHAIN

DRIMOLEAGUE CO CORK Cork No Irish 48 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

18470N NAOMH BRID N S CNOC AN EAN-
AIGH

BALLINGLEN CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 72 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18471P S N RATH CORR RIVERSTOWN DUNDALK CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 69 Archbishop  of 
Armagh

18475A S N BAILE UI 
CHROININ

CLOYNE MIDDLETON CO CORK Cork No Irish 31 Bishop of Cloyne

18482U MHUIRE GRANSLA LEACHTGALLON CLUAIN EOIS CO MUINEACHAIN Monaghan No Irish 60 Bishop of Clogher

18490T SN M AN CROI GAN 
SMAL

LEENANE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 22 Archbishop of Tuam

18491V S N GARRAN AN 
EASAIGH

KILLBRITTAIN CO CORK Cork No Irish 65 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

18492A S N NAOMH 
BRIGHID

COILL NA GCROS CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 66 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

18501V GRANGEMOCK-
LER NS

CARRICK ON 
SUIR

CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 90 Bishop of Waterford 
&
Lismore

18502A S N NAOMH BRID TALBOTSTOWN KILTEGAN CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 95 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin
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18503C S N NAOMH BRID C OIRREAMH CASTLEBAR CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 70 Archbishop of Tuam

18506I S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG B

BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 42 Bishop of Killala

18508M NAOMH ADHAMH-
NAIN

LAGHEY PO DONEGAL CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 42 Bishop of Raphoe

18510W St Patrick’s National 
School

Ballymurphy Borris Co Carlow (via 
Kilkenny)

Carlow No Irish 51 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18512D St Francis National 
School

GARRYSHANE Donohill Co Tipperary Tipperary No Irish 28 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

18517N SCOIL MHUIRE DRISTEARNAIN GLENEELY PO LIF-
FORD

CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 86 Bishop of Derry

18518P S N CORR LORGAN CABHAN CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 96 Bishop of Kilmore

18526O BALLYCAR N S NEWMARKET ON 
FERGUS

CO CLARE Clare No Irish 39 Bishop of Killaloe

18528S ANNACARTY N S ANNACARTY CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 82 Archbishop of 
Cashel &
Emly

18532J ARDLIOS N S ARDLIOS BALLICKMOYLER CO CARLOW Laois No Irish 74 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18533L SCOIL MHUIRE TEACH MUNNA MULLINGAR CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 89 Bishop of Meath

18536R S N MHUIRE 
LOURDES

LOCH GLINNE CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 61 Bishop of Elphin

18537T S N ROS COM RUA ROS CUM RUA ROSCREA CO TIPPERARY Offaly No Irish 21 Bishop of Killaloe

18540I CLUAIN 
DRAIGNEACH

CLUAIN DRAIGH-
NEACH

LIOS UI CHATASAI INIS Clare No Irish 20 Bishop of Killaloe

18541K S N CATHAIR 
AODHA

LISSYCASEY ENNIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 37 Bishop of Killaloe

18543O S N CLOCHOG CASTLEBALD-
WIN

BOYLE CO ROSCOMMON Sligo No Irish 88 Bishop of Elphin

18547W FAOLAN NAOFA N S BAILE UI RUAIN PORTLAOISE CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 53 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18549D S N CNOC NA 
CROIGHE

CNOC NA 
GROIGHE

MALLOW CO CORK Cork No Irish 75 Bishop of Kerry

18557C S N TEAMPALL 
DOIRE

NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 90 Bishop of Killaloe

18559G S N CILL NA 
NAOMH

KILLEEN NENAGH CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 25 Bishop of Killaloe

18562S S N AN 
TEAGHLAIGH

AN PHAIRC TURLOCH CAISLEAN AN 
BHARRAIGH

Mayo No Irish 86 Archbishop of Tuam

18565B S N MA SHEASTA MOYASTA CO CLARE Clare No Irish 54 Bishop of Killaloe

18572V GLENAMADDY NS GLENAMADDY 
NS

CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Galway No Irish 81 Archbishop of Tuam

18573A Scoil Chriost Ri Drumnacurra Causeway Co Kerry Kerry No Irish 33 Bishop of Kerry

18580U S N MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

CILL RUIS 
IOCHTAR

TEAMPALL BUI SLIGEACH Sligo No Irish 23 Bishop of Killala

18581W SCOIL MHUIRE CORR NA MONA CLAR CLOINNE 
MHUIRIS

CO MHAIGH EO Galway All Irish 63 Archbishop of Tuam

18589P S N MHIC DIAR-
MADA

COILLTE CLO-
CHAIR

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 21 Bishop of Kilmore

18591C NAOMH TOMAS N S RATHOWEN CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 21 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

18592E S N NAOMH IOSEF ARD CHILL TEMPLEBOY CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 30 Bishop of Killala

18594I S N ACHAIDH AN 
GHLAISIN

BEAL AN 
MHUIRTHEAD

CO MHAIGH EO Mayo Part Irish 32 Bishop of Killala

18607O SCOIL NAOMH 
IOSEPH

CLINSTOWN JENKINSTOWN CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 69 Bishop of Ossory

18608Q S N MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

CLADACH DUBH CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway No Irish 30 Archbishop of Tuam

18609S S N FIONTAIN 
NAOFA

RATHMORE TULLOW CO CARLOW Carlow No Irish 27 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18624O MERCY CONVENT 
KILLALOE

KILLALOE CO CLARE Clare No Irish 93 Bishop of Killaloe

18630J CARRIGAHOLT 
MIXED N S

CARRIGAHOLT ENNIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 23 Bishop of Killaloe

18636V S N BHEANAIN TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 73 Archbishop of Tuam

18642Q S N NAOMH EOIN TOWER ROAD CLONDALKIN DUBLIN 22 Dublin No Irish 89 Archbishop of Dublin 
& Bishop of 
Glendalough 

18643S HOLYCROSS N.S. FIRODA CASTLECOMER CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 88 Bishop of Ossory

18650P NEWTOWN NS ENFIELD CO. MEATH. Kildare No Irish 92 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

18652T S N AN CHAISEAL GLEANN CHOLM-
CILLE

CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal All Irish 65 Bishop of Raphoe



Questions - Written Answers

764

18653V SCOIL NAOMH 
IOSEF

RATHKEALE CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 70 Bishop of Limerick

18656E SN BEAL AN ATHA 
MHOIR

SCOIL NAOMH 
PADRAIG

BEAL AN ATHA 
MHOIR

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 58 Bishop of Kilmore

18657G SCOIL NA 
MBRAITHRE

DONERAILE CO CORK Cork No Irish 54 Bishop of Cloyne

18659K LISAVAIRD MXD 
N S

CLONAKILTY CO CORK Cork No Irish 66 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

18660S S N SHAN NIOCLAS Windgap CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 95 Bishop of Ossory

18670V S N TULACH RUAIN TULACH RUAIN CO KILKENNY Kilkenny No Irish 78 Bishop of Ossory

18686N S N GORT NA LEIME DUNMORE TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 36 Archbishop of Tuam

18687P BALLYDUFF N S BALLYDUFF CAMOLIN CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 97 Bishop of Ferns

18696Q S N DUBH RATH CAISLEAN AN 
CHLAR

CO CLARE Clare No Irish 91 Bishop of Killaloe

18700E S N BAILE AN 
CAISLEAN

BAILE AN CHAIS-
LEAIN

ST JOHNSTON LIF-
FORD

CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 30 Presbyterian Mod-
erator

18703K S N BAILE AN 
BHAILSIG

BAILE AN BHAIL-
SIGH

WELCHTOWN BALLYBOFEY Donegal No Irish 26 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

18710H SN NA CROISE 
NAOFA

DUNFANAGHY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 41 Bishop of Raphoe

18714P ST EDANS N S FERNS CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 35 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns 
& Ossory 

18715R S N PAIRC ARD DROMARD CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 88 Bishop of Killala

18717V S N CIARAIN CILLFIOBHNAI ATH DARA CO LUIMNI Limerick No Irish 46 Bishop of Limerick

18720K MILTOWN MALBAY 
B N S

MILTOWN 
MALBAY

CO CLARE Clare No Irish 98 Bishop of Killaloe

18729F BALLINTLEVA N S CURRAGHBOY ATHLONE CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 60 Bishop of Elphin

18731P ROBERTSON N S BALLYBOFEY P O LIFFORD CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 38 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

18733T S N MHUIRE CLUAIN DE RATH CO LONGPHORT Longford No Irish 64 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

18740Q SHANNON AIRPORT 
NO 2 NS

SHANNON AIR-
PORT

CO CLARE Clare No Irish 15 Bishop of Limerick, 
Killaloe & Ardfert 

18741S FAITIMA N S CLUANA CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 56 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

18744B S N NA NAOMH 
UILE

MULLINGAR CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 97 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

18754E SN NAOMH 
SEOSAMH

BUN AN CHOR-
RAIGH

CATHAIR NA MART CO MHAIGH EO Mayo All Irish 28 Archbishop of Tuam

18756I FIBOUGH NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

CAISLEAN NA 
MAINGE

CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 47 Bishop of Kerry

18759O CAHIR NATIONAL 
SCHOOL

KENMARE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 89 Bishop of Kerry

18766L SCOIL CHOLM-
CILLE

DUBHLIN RIA-
BACH

CARRAIG AIRT CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal Part Irish 62 Bishop of Raphoe

18768P FORGLEANN N S FORGLEANN LEACHT UI CHON-
CHUIR

CO AN CHLAIR Clare No Irish 41 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
&Kilfenora

18777Q S N LOMCHLUANA AN CLOCHAN CO UIBH FHAILI Offaly No Irish 61 Bishop of Ardagh 
& Clonmacnoise

18779U ST MARYS NS 
TOURANEENA

BALLINAMULT CLONMEL CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 61 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

18780F S N NAOMH COLM-
CILLE

ERRILL PORTLAOISE CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 60 Bishop of Ossory

18795S S N MHUIRE CUL AN AIRNE BLUE BALL TULLAMORE Offaly No Irish 65 Bishop of Meath

18818E S N NAOMH IOSAF LEITIR CASTLEBAR CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 19 Archbishop of Tuam

18820O S N CHOLMCILLE TAITHE BUI CARRAIG MHA-
CHAIRE ROIS

CO MHUINEACHAIN Monaghan No Irish 65 Bishop of Clogher

18824W ST IBERIUS N S DAVITT ROAD WEXFORD CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 98 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

18844F Scoil Mhuire BELCRUIT KINCASSLAGH LETTERKENNY Donegal Part Irish 50 Bishop of Raphoe

18846J AN DAINGIN TULLA ENNIS CO CLARE Clare No Irish 22 Bishop of Killaloe

18848N S N PEADAIR AGUS 
POL

STRAIDE FOXFORD CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 61 Bishop of Achonry

18856M SCOIL NAOMH 
IOSEF

BALLYHEIGUE TRALEE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 56 Bishop of Kerry

18874O KILLYGORDAN N S Main Street Killygordon Lifford Donegal No Irish 21 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

18876S SN Baile Cuisin Ballycushion Kilconly Tuam Mayo No Irish 34 Archbishop of Tuam

18880J S N GORT SCEICHE ANNEFIELD HOLLYMOUNT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 26 Archbishop of Tuam

18887A St. Joseph’s National 
School

Mulhussey Kilcock Meath No Irish 74 Bishop of Meath
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18901O RATHMORREL N S CAUSEWAY TRALEE CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 9 Bishop of Kerry

18922W S N CHLUAIN 
LUIFIN

BALLINROBE CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 82 Archbishop of Tuam

18939Q S N DONAIGH CARNDONAGH CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 23 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

18950E Dromindoora N.S. CAHER VIA LIMERICK CO CLARE Clare No Irish 31 Bishop of Killaloe

19008U SCOIL PHADRAIG BAILE AN 
MHUILEANN

MUILEANN CEARR CO NA HIARMHI Westmeath No Irish 88 Bishop of Meath

19009W CRAANFORD N S CRAANFORD CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 36 Bishop of Raphoe

19036C SCOIL PHADRAIG GARRANN TYHOLLAND CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 48 Bishop of Clogher

19037E ST MONICAS N S EDENMORE RAHENY DUBLIN 5 Dublin No Irish 65 Archbishop of Dublin

19043W NEW QUAY NS BURREN CO CLARE VIA GALWAY Clare No Irish 29 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

19089A KILLAGHTEE N S KILLAGHTEE DUNKINEELY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 40 Bishop of Derry & 
Raphoe

19171I S N NAOMH 
MHUIRE

BAILE NUA AN 
CHAISIL

CO LONGPHORT Longford No Irish 94 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

19228L S N NAOMH BRID NA DUNAIBH LEITIR CEANAINN CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 85 Bishop of Raphoe

19235I PORTLEAN N S KILMACRENNAN LETTERKENNY CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 27 Presbyterian Mod-
erator

19246N S N AN TSLA-
NAITHEORA B

ARD EASMUINN DUNDALK CO LOUTH Louth No Irish 84 Archbishop  of 
Armagh

19252I S N UMLACH CARRIGART CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 99 Bishop of Raphoe

19255O ST MICHAELS NS GLENFARNE CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 69 Bishop of Kilmore

19257S STRABAGGAN N S LOCH AILLINNE CARA DROMA 
RUISG

CO ROSCOMMON Roscommon No Irish 32 Bishop of Ardagh &
 Clonmacnoise

19260H S N CHOLMCILLE BAILE NA FINNE CO DHUN NA 
NGALL

Donegal Part Irish 59 Bishop of Raphoe

19267V TEMPLEORUM N S TEMPLEORUM PILTOWN VIA CARRICK-ON-
SUIR

Kilkenny No Irish 68 Bishop of Ossory

19283T BALLYMACWARD 
CENTRAL SC

BALLYMAC-
WARD CENTRAL 
SC

BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 64 Bishop of Clonfert

19285A KILL N S COOTEHILL CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 64 Bishop of Kilmore

19290Q BALLYCONEELY 
N S

CLIFDEN CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 33 Archbishop of Tuam

19294B LISVERNANE N S GALBALLY CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 92 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

19304B S N CILLIN LIATH MAISTIR GAO-
ITHE

CILL AIRNE CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 62 Bishop of Kerry

19305D TANKERSTOWN N S TANKERSTOWN BANSHA CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 96 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

19307H DERRINAGREE N S DERRINAGREE MALLOW CORK Cork No Irish 73 Bishop of Kerry

19322D KILMORE CENTRAL 
N S

KILMORE CEN-
TRAL N S

KILMORE CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 58 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

19323F S N BEAL ATHA 
GREAN

KILMALLOCK CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 96 Bishop of Limerick

19324H S N TEAGHLAIGH 
NAOFA

SN TEAGHLAIGH 
NAOFA

KILLEEN LOUISBURGH CO 
MAYO

Mayo No Irish 56 Archbishop of Tuam

19338S FLAGMOUNT CEN-
TRAL NS

FLAGMOUNT 
CENTRAL NS

FLAGMOUNT CAHER Clare No Irish 60 Bishop of Killaloe

19339U STRATFORD LODGE 
NS

BALTINGLASS CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 61 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

19342J SCOIL NAOMH 
EOIN BAISTE

KILBRIN KANTURK CO CORK Cork No Irish 99 Bishop of Cloyne

19357W SN TIR NA CILLE SN TIR NA CILLE AN MAM CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 25 Archbishop of Tuam

19360L DRUMKEERIN 
CENTRAL NS

DRUMKEERIN 
CENTRAL SCH

DRUMKEERIN CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 72 Bishop of Kilmore

19362P ST PATRICKS N S CLARA KILLYBRONE EMYVALE CO 
MONAGHAN

Monaghan No Irish 33 Bishop of Clogher

19364T KILLEEVAN CEN-
TRAL N S

NEWBLISS CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 91 Bishop of Clogher

19365V ACHADH NA 
SILEANN

ACHADH NA 
SILEANN

CORA DROMA 
RUISC

CO LIATROMA Leitrim No Irish 67 Bishop of Kilmore

19369G ST PAULS N S ST PAULS REC-
TORY

MOUNTMELLICK CO LAOIS Laois No Irish 24 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

19372S SOUTH HILL N S SOUTH HILL LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 52 Bishop of Limerick

19377F NAOMH COLMAN 
MAC DUAIGH

TIERNEEVIN GORT CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 64 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
&Kilfenora

19378H BALLYNARRY N S BALLYHEELAN KILNALECK CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 89 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise
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19386G LABASHEEDA 
CENTRAL N S

LABASHEEDA CO CLARE Clare No Irish 17 Bishop of Killaloe

19389M SN MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

DROIMBAN CUR-
RAIGH

BAILE AN MHOTA CO SHLIGIGH Sligo No Irish 83 Bishop of Achonry

19391W GARRAFRAUNS 
CENTRAL SCH

GARRAFRAUNS 
CENTRAL SCH

TUAM CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 86 Archbishop of Tuam

19392B SCOIL NAOMH 
AODAIN

SCOIL AODAIN MAINISTIR READ-
HAIN

CO SHLIGIGH Sligo No Irish 66 Bishop of Achonry

19394F ROBEEN CENTRAL 
N S

ROBEEN CEN-
TRAL N S

HOLLYMOUNT CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 50 Archbishop of Tuam

19416M ST PAULS NS COL-
LOONEY

ST PAULS NS COLLOONEY CO SLIGO Sligo No Irish 56 Bishop of Tuam, 
Killala & Achonry 

19420D SN FHIACHNA GLEANN GARBH CO CHORCAI Cork No Irish 44 Bishop of Kerry

19421F KILROSS NS KILROSS CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 14 Archbishop of 
Cashel & Emly

19422H CLOUGHJORDAN 
NO 1 N S

TEMPLEMORE 
ROAD

CLOUGHJORDAN CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 95 Bishop of Limerick, 
Killaloe & Ardfert 

19425N BALLYROE CEN-
TRAL N S

ATHY CO KILDARE Kildare No Irish 34 Archbishop of Dublin

19426P S N MHARCUIS B AN GLEANN CORCAIGH Cork No Irish 96 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

19427R S N BHREANNDAIN 
C

AN GHLEANN CORCAIGH Cork No Irish 99 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

19436S SN NAOMH MHI-
CHIL

BAILE AN SCEILG CILL AIRNE CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 58 Bishop of Kerry

19443P CLONEA NS CARRICK ON 
SUIR

CO TIPPERARY Waterford No Irish 87 Bishop of Waterford 
& 
Lismore

19448C S N REALT NA 
MARA

TUATH O SIOSTA CILL AIRNE CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 76 Bishop of Kerry

19458F KILGARVAN CEN-
TRAL SCHL

KILGARVAN CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 89 Bishop of Kerry

19464A SN NAOMH COLM-
CILLE

HOMELAWNS TALLAGHT DUBLIN 24 Dublin No Irish 38 Archbishop of Dublin

19480V ST PATRICKS ST PATRICKS 
CLOSE

DUBLIN 8 Dublin No Irish 29 The Dean of St 
Patrick’s 
Catheral

19483E S N DAR EARCA BALLYHEARNEY VALENTIA CO KERRY Kerry No Irish 66 Bishop of Kerry

19488O SCOIL NAOMH 
FEICHIN

SN ATH TI MHEA-
SAIGH

BEAL ATHA AN 
FHEADHA

CO MHAIGHEO Mayo No Irish 50 Bishop of Achonry

19492F SN OILIBHEAR 
NAOFA

BEAL ATA LONG-
PHUIRT

CO CHIARRAI Kerry No Irish 83 Bishop of Kerry

19501D CAHERMORE NEW 
CENTRAL S

Cahermore Allihies Beara Cork No Irish 54 Bishop of Kerry

19506N CAPPATAGLE CEN-
TRAL SCH

BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 86 Bishop of Clonfert

19507P SCOIL CHAI-
TIGHEIRN

NA HAORAI BEANNTRAI CO CHORCAI Cork No Irish 86 Bishop of Kerry

19525R MHICHIL NAOFA BALLINAKILLA BERE ISLAND BANTRY Cork No Irish 20 Bishop of Kerry

19527V CABRA CENTRAL 
N S

CABRA KINGSCOURT CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 60 Bishop of Meath & 
Kildare 

19528A RAMSGRANGE 
CENTRAL N S

RAMSGRANGE NEW ROSS CO WEXFORD Wexford No Irish 94 Bishop of Ferns

19540N CLOGHEEN CEN-
TRAL N S

CLOGHEEN CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 69 Bishop of Waterford 
& Lismore

19544V KILCHREEST CEN-
TRAL SCH

KILCHREEST CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 87 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

19554B SCOIL MHUIRE BORNACOOLA CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

CO LEITRIM Leitrim No Irish 74 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

19557H CAHERAGH NS CAHERAGH CO CORK Cork No Irish 79 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

19568M ST PATRICKS BRUSKEY CAR-
RIGANS PO

BALLINAGH CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 57 Bishop of Kilmore

19577N SCOIL IOSA SCOIL NAIS IOSA TYMON NORTH TALLAGHT Dublin No Irish 79 Archbishop of Dublin

19582G ST MAELRUAINS 
N S

KILCLARE 
AVENUE

JOBSTOWN TALLAGHT Dublin No Irish 92 Archbishop of 
Dublin & 
Bishop of Glendal-
ough 

19600F S N NAOMH 
MHUIRE

DRUMLEA CARRIGALLEN VIA CAVAN Leitrim No Irish 36 Bishop of Kilmore

19614Q NAOMH BODAIN CULDAFF LIFFORD CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 75 Bishop of Derry

19632S BALLINAHOWEN 
NS

ATHLONE CO WESTMEATH Westmeath No Irish 64 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

19633U MOYLE N S MOYLE NS NEWTOWNCUN-
NINGHAM

LIFFORD CO DONE-
GAL

Donegal No Irish 90 The Presbytery of 
Derry & Donegal
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19637F SCOIL FIONN-
BARRA

BEAL ATHA GHA-
ORTHAIDH

CO CHORCAI Cork All Irish 86 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

19638H COOLDERRY CEN-
TRAL NS

BROSNA BIRR CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 90 Bishop of Killaloe

19640R SCOIL MHUIRE LISMACKIN ROSCREA CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 84 Bishop of Killaloe

19651W CARRACASTLE 
CENTRAL NS

CARRACASTLE BALLAGHADER-
REEN

CO ROSCOMMON Mayo No Irish 75 Bishop of Achonry

19679V S N AODHAIN 
NAOFA

AN BABHUN BUI BEAL TAIRBIRT CO AN CHABHAIN Cavan No Irish 63 Bishop of Kilmore

19688W DROMORE WEST 
CENTRAL

DROMORE WEST SLIGO Sligo No Irish 79 Bishop of Killala

19689B BANSHA N S BANSHA CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 68 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

19690J CLONOULTY CEN-
TRAL N S

GOOLDS CROSS CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 63 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

19693P MARY QUEEN OF 
IRELAND N S

TOBERBURR CO DUBLIN Dublin No Irish 68 Archbishop of Dublin

19696V CASHEL DEANERY CASHEL CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 39 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

19703P DRUMCORRIN N S DRUM CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 25 The Presbytery of 
Monaghan

19726E STRADBALLY C. OF 
IRE. NS

STRADBALLY CO WATERFORD Waterford No Irish 33 Bishop of Cashel, 
Ferns & Ossory 

19737J CASTLEBLAYNEY 
CENT N S

CASTLE-
BLAYNEY

CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 31 The Presbytery of 
Monaghan

19738L ST DYMPNAS NS TYDAVNET CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 67 Bishop of Clogher

19748O SCOIL MHUIRE NA 
NAIRD

SHILLELAGH CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 83 Bishop of Kildare & 
Leighlin

19756N ST CONALS NARIN PORTNOO CO DONEGAL Donegal No Irish 86 Bishop of Raphoe

19770H GURTEEN CENTRAL 
NS

BALLINASLOE CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 52 Bishop of Clonfert

19776T GEESALA CENTRAL 
SCHOOL

BEAL AN ATHA CO MHAIGH EO Mayo Part Irish 54 Bishop of Killala

19798G ST COLMANS NS DERNABRUCK CLOONTIA BALLYMOTE CO 
SLIGO

Mayo No Irish 29 Bishop of Achonry

19801P DRIMOLEAGUE 
JUNIOR SCH

DRIMOLEAGUE CO CORK Cork No Irish 57 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

19808G TAVRANE CENTRAL 
NS

KILKELLY CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 30 Bishop of Achonry

19818J CREGGS CENTRAL 
N S

CREEGS VIA ROSCOMMON CO GALWAY Galway No Irish 57 Bishop of Elphin

19831B SCOIL CHAOIMHIN SRAID MHAO-
ILBHRIDE

BAILE ATHA CLI-
ATH 1

Dublin All Irish 46 Minister for Education 
& Skills

19841E GLINSK N S CASTLEREA CO ROSCOMMON Galway No Irish 42 Bishop of Elphin

19849U GAELSCOIL DONN-
CHA RUA

SIONNA CO AN CHLAIR Clare All Irish 78 Bishop of Killaloe

19871N ST PATRICKS N S KILLINAGH BLACKLION VIA 
SLIGO

CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 71 Bishop of Kilmore

19879G NAOMH PADRAIG 
JUNIOR

DRANGAN THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 52 Archbishop of 
Cashel &
Emly

19880O NAOMH PADRAIG 
SENIOR

DRANGAN THURLES CO TIPPERARY Tipperary No Irish 58 Archbishop of 
Cashel &
Emly

19884W BALLYBAY CEN-
TRAL NS

BALLYBAY CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 29 The Presbytery of 
Monaghan

19896G SCOIL CAITRIONA 
NA MBRAITHRE

BAGGOT ST DUBLIN 2 Dublin No Irish 91 Archbishop of Dublin

19901T BOOTERSTOWN N S CROSS AVE BLACKROCK CO DUBLIN Dublin No Irish 97 Archbishop of 
Dublin & 
Bishop of Glendal-
ough 

19910U SLIGO PROJECT 
SCHOOL

ABBEY QUARTER SLIGO Sligo No Irish 47 Sligo School Project 
Ltd

19911W ST PATRICKS CEN-
TRAL NS

KILMAINE CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 96 Archbishop of Tuam

19918N DRINAGH MIXED 
NS

DUNMANWAY CO CORK Cork No Irish 57 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

19921C DRUNG NO 2 NS DRUNG CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 36 Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin & Ardagh 

19931F GAELSCOIL 
SHEOIRSE

CLANCY AN CNOC THEAS LUIMNEACH Limerick All Irish 96 Bishop of Limerick

19975C ST PATRICKS BALLINAMUCK CO LONGFORD Longford No Irish 97 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

19978I MAULATRAHANE 
CENTRAL NS

LEAP SKIBBEREEN CO CORK Cork No Irish 42 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross
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19986H S N EOIN BAISTE GARRAI NA 
DTOR

LIOSPOIL CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 86 Bishop of Kerry

19999Q GAELSCOIL UI 
CHOIMIN

AN T-IONAD 
OIGE

CILL ROIS CO AN CHLAIR Clare All Irish 68 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20009G GAELSCOIL DR M 
UI SHUILLEABHAIN

AN SCIOBAIRIN CO CHORCAI Cork All Irish 66 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20013U GAELSCOIL LIOS 
TUATHAIL

LIOS TUATHAIL CO CHIARRAI Kerry All Irish 96 Bishop of Kerry

20026G Gaelscoil Bhreifne Halla na nGasóga Bóthar an Iarnróid An Cábhán Cavan All Irish 28 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20027I GAELSCOIL THIO-
BRAID ARANN

MORGAISTE BAILE THIOBRAID 
ARANN

CO. THIOBRAID 
ARANN

Tipperary All Irish 72 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20040A ST BRENDANS N S BELMONT CLOGHANS HILL TUAM Galway No Irish 56 Archbishop of Tuam

20049S RINGASKIDDY 
LOWER HARBOUR 
N S

RINGASKIDDY CO. CORK. Cork No Irish 77 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

20055N GAELSCOIL ÉOIS Bóthar Ros Liath Cluain Éois Co. Mhuineacháin Monaghan All Irish 64 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20067U ST JOSEPHS N S KNOCKATALLON SCOTSTOWN CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 34 Bishop of Clogher

20068W ST MARYS NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

CLOGHAN BIRR CO OFFALY Offaly No Irish 75 Bishop of Ardagh & 
Clonmacnoise

20078C SN REALT NA 
MARA

CHAPEL ST KILKEE CO CLARE Clare No Irish 76 Bishop of Killaloe

20096E GAELSCOIL NA 
GCEITHRE MAISTRI

BAILE DUN NA 
NGALL

CO DUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 93 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20113B SCOIL CROI NAOFA BUNNINADDEN BALLYMOTE CO. SLIGO Sligo No Irish 68 Bishop of Achonry

20134J ST MICHAELS N. S. STRADONE CAVAN CO CAVAN Cavan No Irish 66 Bishop of Kilmore

20144M GAELSCOIL CHOIS 
FEABHAILL

GAA BUN AN PHOBAIL CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 62 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20149W ST FACHNAN & ST 
ATTRACTAS N S

KILFENORA CO CLARE Clare No Irish 62 Bishop of Galway,
Kilmacduagh
& Kilfenora

20158A TRALEE EDUCATE 
TOGETHER NS

COLLIS SANDES 
HOUSE

KILLEEN OAKPARK TRALEE Kerry No Irish 88 Educate Together

20167B GAELSCOIL EIRNE FEARAINN AN 
BHAILE

BEAL ATHA SEANN-
AIGH

CO DHUN NA NGALL Donegal All Irish 75 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20182U ST ENDAS NS KILNADUR DUNMANWAY CO CORK Cork No Irish 40 Bishop of Cork & 
Ross

20210W S N EOIN POL II INIS MOR ARAINN CO NA GAILLIMHE Galway All Irish 21 Archbishop of Tuam

20217N MOUNT PALMER 
NATIONAL SCHOOL

KINCON BALLINA CO MAYO Mayo No Irish 43 Bishop of Killala

20222G SCOIL CHUIL 
AODHA BARR D 
INSE

CUIL - AODHA MAGHCROMTHA CO. CHORCAIGH Cork All Irish 57 Bishop of Cloyne

20224K GAELSCOIL AN 
TSLI DALA

BOIRIS MOR 
OSSARI

CONTAE LAOISE Laois All Irish 37 Bishop of Killaloe

20228S ST LAURENCE O 
TOOLES GIRLS 
SCHOOL

49 SEVILLE 
PLACE

NORTH WALL DUBLIN 1 Dublin No Irish 86 Archbishop of Dublin

20233L SCOIL CHAITRÍONA CAPPAMORE CO LIMERICK Limerick No Irish 73 Archbishop of Cashel 
& Emly

20238V Gaelscoil An Choillín AN COILLIN MOR AN MUILEANN 
gCEARR

CO na hIARMHÍ Westmeath All Irish 95 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20242M BLESSINGTON EDU-
CATE TOGETHER

RED LANE BLESSINGTON CO WICKLOW Wicklow No Irish 22 Educate Together

20246U THE BILLIS NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

GLASLOUGH CO MONAGHAN Monaghan No Irish 53 Bishop of Clogher 
COI

20256A Scoil Náisiúnta Thuar 
Mhic Éadaigh

Trianláir Tuar Mhic Éadaigh Co. Mhaigh Eo Mayo All Irish 65 Archbishop of Tuam

20260O Gaelscoil Chluainín Sráid an Chaisleáin Cluainín Uí Ruairc Co. Liatroma Leitrim All Irish 92 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20264W GAELSCOIL NA 
BHFILI

Gort Inse Guaire Co. na Gaillimhe Galway All Irish 74 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20280U Newtown NS Newtown Abbeyknockmoy Tuam Galway No Irish 89 Archbishop of Tuam

20312H Raheen Wood Steiner 
School

Tuamgraney Co Clare Clare No Irish 88 Lifeways Ireland Ltd.

20345W S N Leitir Meallain Leitir Meallain Co na Gaillimhe Galway All Irish 49 Archbishop of Tuam

20352T ARD Rí COMMU-
NITY NATIONAL 
SCHOOL

C/O NAVAN 
RUGBY CLUB

NAVAN CO. MEATH Meath No Irish 78 Minister for Education 
& Skills

20384J Powerstown Educate 
Together National 
School

Powerstown Road Tyrrelstown Dublin 15 Dublin No Irish 95 Educate Together

20385L Our Lady’s National 
School

Banada Tourlestrane Co. Sligo Sligo No Irish 40 Bishop of Achonry

20387P Scoil Mhuire Agus 
Chormaic

Kilcormac Co Offaly Offaly Part Irish 99 Bishop of Meath



17 September 2014

769

20394M Gaelscoil an Chuilinn Bóthar Bhaile an 
Phaoraigh

Baile an Tirialaigh Baile Átha Cliath 15 Dublin All Irish 52 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20396Q Ashbourne Educate 
Together National 
School

via Ashbourne Com-
munity Centre

Deerpark Ashbourne Meath No Irish 95 Educate Together

20398U Scoil Niamh Commu-
nity National School

Fortunestown Lane City West Dublin 24 Dublin No Irish 92 Minister for Education 
& Skills

20400E Ballinteer Educate 
Together National 
School

C/O St Tiernan’s 
Community School

Parkvale Balally Dublin No Irish 59 Educate Together

20401G Stepaside Educate 
Together National 
School

Kirwin Park Kiltiernan Dublin No Irish 42 Educate Together

20402I City West Educate 
Together National 
School

City West Co Dublin Dublin No Irish 92 Educate Together

20403K KILDARE TOWN 
EDUCATE TO-
GETHER

KILDARE CO. KILDARE Kildare No Irish 69 Educate Together

20404M Coore National School Mullagh Ennis County Clare Clare No Irish 26 Bishop of Killaloe

20405O St Mary’s National 
School

Island Road Limerick Limerick No Irish 98 Bishop of Limerick

20411J Firhouse Educate 
Together National 
School

c/o Tymon Bawn 
Community Centre

Tallaght Dublin 24 Dublin No Irish 21 Educate Together

20412L Gaelscoil na Giúise Ionad Pobail Theach 
na Giúise

Céide Bhaile Uí 
Chuilinn

Teach na Giúise Dublin All Irish 6 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20413N Douglas Rochestown 
Educate Together 
National School

c/o Douglas Hall 
AFC

Moneygourney County Cork Cork No Irish 18 Educate Together

20425U Gaelscoil Shliabh Rua Balloyogan Road Stepaside Co. Dublin Dublin All Irish 8 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20426W Scoil Oscair Tor na Rí Walk Balgaddy Road Lucan Dublin No Irish 13 Minister for Education 
& Skills

20428D Gaelscoil Mhic Aodha Radharc an Túir Baile Chill Dara Co Chill Dara Kildare All Irish 15 An Foras Pátrúnachta

20430N Portobello Educate 
Together School

16 Harcourt Terrace Dublin 2 Dublin No Irish 41 Educate Together

20431P Scoil Néifinn Ballina Co Mayo Mayo No Irish 23 Bishop of Killala

20434V Scoil Mhichil Cahermurphy Kilmihil Clare No Irish 34 Bishop of Killaloe

Footnotes: 

1.   The patronage of the Community National Schools is in the process of transferring le-
gally from the Minister for Education & Skills to the relevant ETB.  In regard to above list, this 
applies to Roll Nos 20352T, 20398U and 20426W

2. All-Irish means that Irish is the normal language of communication with the class for all 
subjects & activities, except the teaching of English. The all-Irish schools include gaelscoile-
anna (outside Gaeltacht areas) and Irish speaking schools in the Gaeltacht

3. Part-Irish means that Irish is the normal language of communication with the class for at 
least one subject or activity, other than Irish

4. No Irish means that Irish is not used as the normal language of communication for any 
subject or activity, with the exception of Irish.

  Question No. 1343 answered with Question No. 1273.

17/09/2014WRWW03450School Staffing

17/09/2014WRWW035001344. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the circular 
used to provide guidance on teacher ratios for schools, small schools, Gaeltacht schools and 
minority religious ethos schools. [33771/14]
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17/09/2014WRWW03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The staffing arrangements 
for all schools are published annually on my Department’s website. At primary level, this is 
done via what is known as the Staffing Schedule and the relevant circular in relation to it for 
the 2014/15 school year is Circular 0007/2014. The Staffing Schedule currently operates on the 
basis of a general average of 1 classroom teacher for every 28 pupils.  

At post-primary level, the staffing arrangements for the 2014/15 school year are also pub-
lished on the Department’s website although not in Circular format.  Teachers at post-primary 
level are allocated using a PTR of 19:1 (18:25 to 1 in the case of DEIS schools and 23:1 in the 
case of fee-charging schools).

17/09/2014WRWW03650School Curriculum

17/09/2014WRWW037001345. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the development of the digital schools strategy. [33785/14]

17/09/2014WRWW03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Work commenced in July 
2013 on the development of a new Digital Strategy for Schools to ensure the continued in-
tegration of ICT into teaching, learning and assessment in schools.  ICT is seen as central to 
the achievement of the key reforms outlined in my Department’s policy at a number of levels 
including the Literacy and Numeracy Strategy and the new Framework for Junior Cycle now 
being implemented. ICT is important in the context of the future skills needs for the smart 
economy and the uptake of STEM subjects. 

A number of research projects have taken place including an online census of teachers and 
principals, a public consultation process and focus groups with students. Analysis and consulta-
tion continue with a view to completing the strategy before the end of the year. 

17/09/2014WRWW03850School Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRWW039001346. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will add an 
additional stop to the Mullingar to Kilynon Turin secondary school Bus Éireann route (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33809/14]

17/09/2014WRWW04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The Deputy will be aware that Bus Éireann is responsible for the planning and timetabling of 
school transport routes. Bus Éireann endeavours, within available resources, to ensure that each 
eligible child has a reasonable level of school transport service in the context of the Scheme 
nationally.

Routes are planned so that, as far as possible, no eligible child will have more than 3.2 kilo-
metres to travel to a pick-up point. Children living off the main route of a service are generally 
expected to make their own way, or to be brought to convenient pick-up points along the main 
route. Home pick-ups were never envisaged as being part of the Post Primary School Transport 
Scheme as the cost involved on a national level would be prohibitive.

Bus Éireann has advised that eligible children who avail of the service in question have a 
service within the guidelines of the scheme. Accordingly, there are no proposals to change the 
current service.



17 September 2014

771

17/09/2014WRWW04050School Curriculum

17/09/2014WRWW041001347. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports avail-
able to a school (details supplied) to assist in promoting a science, technology engineering and 
maths after school club; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33822/14]

17/09/2014WRWW04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Department provides 
capitation funding to all recognised primary schools.

Given the scale of our economic crisis, I have no scope to introduce new or additional fund-
ing measures to assist primary schools, such as those referred to by the Deputy.

Question No. 1348 answered with Question No. 1315.

17/09/2014WRWW04350Third Level Facilities

17/09/2014WRWW044001349. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding student accommodation (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33852/14]

17/09/2014WRWW04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The matters raised by the 
Deputy fall within the responsibilities of the Governing Authority of the University to deal 
with. However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have already called upon third level institu-
tions to do everything they can to support students who are searching for accommodation.

17/09/2014WRWW04550Early Years Strategy Implementation

17/09/2014WRWW046001350. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
improve early years education in order to improve the rates of disadvantaged students progress-
ing to higher level education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33856/14]

17/09/2014WRWW04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is working 
closely with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs on progressing the quality agenda 
for early years care and education. This includes cooperation on the new national quality sup-
port service, education focused inspections, and a review that I announced recently of education 
and  training programmes that lead to qualifications in early childhood care and education.

The provision of quality early years education and other supports for young children should 
not be conditional on the expectation that more disadvantaged students will progress to higher 
level education. Early childhood education is ‘a significant and distinct time in life that must be 
nurtured, respected, valued and supported in its own right.’ This is a fundamental principle in 
Síolta, the national quality framework for early childhood education.

17/09/2014WRWW04750Student Councils

17/09/2014WRWW048001351. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
get second level students more involved in policy changes; and the ways in which this will dif-
fer from the current set up. [33857/14]

17/09/2014WRWW04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The voice of second level 
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students is important. Schools have student councils so that the voice of the student has a formal 
opportunity for being heard. The latest data, taken from the ‘Lifeskills’ survey of 2012, is that 
approximately 97% of second level schools have a student council. 

More and more the voice of students is informing policy making by my Department. For 
example, in the work of the Transition Reform Group, which is looking to strengthen the transi-
tion from second-level to higher education, and also for the Forum on Patronage and Pluralism 
there was a consultation process with students to obtain their views on these very important 
issues. 

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment also sought the views of students in 
relation to proposed reforms in Junior Cycle. The outcome of this consultation process was 
published in 2011 as ‘A consultation with young people on reform of the Junior Cycle’. 

My Department also funds the Irish Second-level Students’ Union (ISSU), who published a 
report of their views on Transition Year (May, 2014) which is very informative. 

The National Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) which was pub-
lished by my Department in July 2014 recognises the key role that ESD can play in developing 
and enhancing participatory democracy, particularly among young people. 

One of the 7 priorities in the Strategy is on ‘Promoting participation by young people’ in 
policies and decisions that affect them. The Strategy contains a number of recommendations 
that are intended to strengthen the voice of children and young people within the education 
system. 

17/09/2014WRWW04950Parent and Student Charter

17/09/2014WRWW050001352. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the dates on 
which she will publish the students’ charter and the parents’ charter. [33858/14]

17/09/2014WRWW051001353. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the input that 
second level students have had into the development of the students’ charter to date. [33859/14]

17/09/2014WRWW05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1352 and 1353 together.

The Deputy will be aware that changes to the Education Act, 1998 will be necessary to pro-
vide for and support the introduction of a Parent and Student Charter. 

With this in mind, a set of principles will be required to act as a charter to strengthen the 
relationship between parents, students and schools, and the position of parents and students 
generally within the school system.

My Department plans to engage with all the education partners, including the Irish Second-
Level Students’ Union, in order to develop the principles required for such a Charter.

17/09/2014WRXX00150Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRXX002001354. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date on 
which she will introduce legislation to ensure that students in the asylum process are able to 
avail of higher education grants and are charged the same fees as Irish citizens. [33860/14]
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17/09/2014WRXX00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the terms of the 
Department of Education and Skill’s Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to 
students who meet the prescribed conditions of funding including those relating to national-
ity, residency, previous academic attainment and means. The nationality/immigration status 
requirements for the student grant scheme are set out in section 14 of the Student Support Act 
2011 and regulation 5 of the Student Support Regulations 2014.

While persons with refugee status meet the nationality/immigration status requirement of 
the scheme, persons who are in the asylum process and are awaiting decisions in relation to 
their applications for refugee status are ineligible under the nationality requirement.

Article 32 of the Student Grant Scheme 2014 provides for the review of eligibility for the 
award of grant assistance in the event of changes of circumstances in the academic year, includ-
ing a change in relation to a student’s nationality or immigration status. This means that where 
a person in the asylum process is declared a refugee during the course of their studies, he/she 
may apply to SUSI to have his/her application re-assessed.  Any award the applicant may be 
eligible for as a result of a change in their immigration status will take effect from the date on 
which the change occurs.

Under the terms of the Department of Education and Skills, Free Fees Schemes students 
must hold, inter alia, EU/EEA/Swiss nationality in their own right, and have been ordinarily 
resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss state for at least three of the five years preceding their entry to an 
approved third level course.  Persons with official refugee status in the state may also meet the 
nationality clause of the schemes.  Persons in the asylum process are not entitled to free fees, 
however time spent from date of official lodgement of application papers for refugee status will 
be included for the purpose of meeting the three year residency requirement.

Persons in the asylum process who are declared a refugee during the course of their studies 
may be entitled to free tuition fees for the remainder of their course of study as follows:

- Students who acquire refugee status up to 31st January in an academic year may be entitled 
to free tuition from the second half of the academic year.

- Students who acquire refugee status from 1st February may be entitled to free tuition fees 
from the commencement of the next academic year.

My Department will be involved in an independent Working Group which will report to 
Government on improvements with the protection process, including Direct Provision and sup-
ports for asylum seekers. 

17/09/2014WRXX00350School Staffing

17/09/2014WRXX004001355. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of teachers and principals expected to retire in 2014 and in 2015; and the plans to address this. 
[33861/14]

17/09/2014WRXX00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department has com-
piled detailed information on teacher retirements in respect of Primary, Secondary and Com-
munity and Comprehensive Schools for the years 2012 and 2013. 

The detailed information with effect from 2012 is available in tabular form on my De-
partment’s website at the link http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Statistical-
Reports/Other-Statistical-Reports.html 



Questions - Written Answers

774

Similarly detailed information for 2014 and 2015 will be compiled, in early 2015 and early 
2016 and will be posted on my Department’s website.

Retirements of teachers and principals is a normal feature of school life.  While the volume 
of retirements can change from year to year the most important issue is that the resulting vacan-
cies continue to be filled in the normal manner.  In this regard, the Government’s commitment 
and priority afforded to the education sector is reflected in the fact that Principal and teaching 
vacancies that arise in schools are one of the few areas of the public service that are exempted 
from the Government’s moratorium on recruitment.

17/09/2014WRXX00550School Staffing

17/09/2014WRXX006001356. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of primary school principals who retired in 2013 and 2014; the number of those who have been 
replaced; the number of those positions still vacant and advertised; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33862/14]

17/09/2014WRXX00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department has com-
piled detailed information on teacher retirements in respect of Primary, Secondary and Com-
munity and Comprehensive Schools for the years 2012 and 2013.

The detailed information with effect from 2012 is available in tabular form on my De-
partment’s website at the link http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Statistical-
Reports/Other-Statistical-Reports.html 

Similarly detailed information for 2014 and 2015 will be compiled, in early 2015 and early 
2016 and will be posted on my Department’s website.

Vacancies for School Principal that arise due to retirements or otherwise are one of the few 
areas of the public service that are exempted from the Government’s moratorium on recruit-
ment.  The issue of principal posts remaining vacant as a result of retirements should not there-
fore arise.  The advertising and recruitment process in relation to principal posts is dealt with 
at local school level.

17/09/2014WRXX00750School Accommodation

17/09/2014WRXX008001357. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
expand the premises of a school (details supplied) in County Limerick due to the rapid popula-
tion growth in the area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33863/14]

17/09/2014WRXX00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that an all-in-devolved grant has been approved for the school, in question, to provide 8 perma-
nent en-suite mainstream classrooms, 2 resource rooms and associated ancillary accommoda-
tion. These classrooms will greatly enhance the schools accommodation and represents phase I 
of the process to meet the school’s long term needs.

In light of this development, my Department will be in further contact with the school au-
thority regarding the progression of the project above and also to assess their remaining accom-
modation needs and how these might be addressed. 

17/09/2014WRXX00950School Holidays
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17/09/2014WRXX010001358. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views 
on the school term starting in August in view of the fact that this cuts short the tourist holiday 
term causing a negative effect on the tourism industry here (details supplied). [33878/14]

17/09/2014WRXX01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): While standardised arrange-
ments for the breaks to be taken by schools  at Christmas, Easter and midterm apply to all 
schools, it is not a requirement of these agreed arrangements that the commencement or end of 
the school year either at primary or post-primary level should be standardised. 

Individual schools may therefore determine the precise start and end of the school year sub-
ject to ensuring that the requirements in respect of the minimum number of teaching days per 
school year are met.  The expectation is that the school year will normally commence during the 
week in which 1st September falls. However, the school year may commence in the week prior 
to that in which 1st September falls where this is necessary in order to meet the overall require-
ment of a minimum of 167 days at post-primary level or 183 days at primary level.

17/09/2014WRXX01150Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Establishment

17/09/2014WRXX012001359. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funds 
given to Caranua so far; the dates on which the moneys were transferred; the schedule for de-
livery of outstanding funds. [33887/14]

17/09/2014WRXX01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): To date, some €78.3m, 
comprising contributions and associated interest has been lodged to the special investment ac-
count opened by the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) in accordance with sec-
tion 29 of the Residential Institution Statutory Act, 2012.  Of this amount €41.3m, which had 
been held in a special deposit account in the Central Bank of Ireland was lodged to the NTMA 
account on the establishment of the Fund in March 2013. Further contributions amounting to 
€33.5m were received from congregations on various dates in 2013 with a further €3.5m being 
received in 2014.

I understand that one congregation is expected to make further contributions of €2m later 
this year and again in 2015 and that another congregation is providing the proceeds of property 
disposals as they arise. I will be continuing to press those congregations who have yet to give 
clear timeframes for the completion of their contributions to do so.  

17/09/2014WRXX01325Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

17/09/2014WRXX014001360. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
bring forward her review of the eligibility criteria for applying to Caranua’s funds which is 
scheduled for 2015. [33888/14]

17/09/2014WRXX014501430. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the terms of the 
Caranua scheme can be changed to allow for children of survivors to avail of it. [34654/14]

17/09/2014WRXX01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1360 and 1430 together.

As the Deputies will be aware the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 pro-
vides that those who are currently eligible to apply to Caranua are those former residents who 
received awards from the Residential Institutions Redress Board or equivalent Court awards or 
settlements.
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During the passage of the legislation through the Houses of Oireachtas, an undertaking was 
given to review the operation of the Fund two years after its establishment in the event of ap-
plications not resulting in a significant expenditure of the Fund.  Following its establishment in 
March 2013, Caranua began to accept applications in January 2014.  Accordingly it would be 
my intention to consider the question of a review of the operation of the Fund next year.

17/09/2014WRXX01550Residential Institutions

17/09/2014WRXX016001361. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide in tabular form the groups which the CEO of Caranua has met with since its establish-
ment; and the dates on which they have met them. [33889/14]

17/09/2014WRXX01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information sought by 
the Deputy relates to the day to day affairs of Caranua. As I have no role in relation to such mat-
ters I have arranged to have the Deputy’s question forwarded to Caranua with a view to having 
the information provided to him directly as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRXX01750Residential Institutions

17/09/2014WRXX018001362. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a memorial for survivors of institutional abuse. [33890/14]

17/09/2014WRXX01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An Bord Pleanála refused 
planning permission for the proposed Memorial, which was to be integrated with the Garden 
of Remembrance, in November 2013.  Subsequently, the Memorial Committee advised that the 
Journey of Light proposal was not transferable to another site as it is inextricably linked with 
the Garden of Remembrance.  Neither did it consider that the Board’s decision should be ap-
pealed.  The Committee considered that any new competition should be open to conceptual and 
site specific proposals and that a central Dublin location be identified on a cost neutral basis 
with appropriate zoning.  My officials are consulting with the OPW and Dublin City Council 
in relation to the identification of a suitable central Dublin location as suggested by the Com-
mittee.

17/09/2014WRXX01950Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

17/09/2014WRXX020001363. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of people who made applications for funds from Caranua for educational courses and were re-
fused on the basis the cost was over €5,000; the cost of the courses applied for; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33891/14]

17/09/2014WRXX021001366. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of persons who have received advocacy assistance from Caranua since it was established; and 
what that entailed for each of those persons. [33896/14]

17/09/2014WRXX022001369. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of persons who have made applications to Caranua to date; the number of persons who have 
been refused payments; the number who have received payments; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33904/14]

17/09/2014WRXX023001431. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the financial amount 
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paid out to survivors by Caranua; and the financial amount paid out on wages. [34655/14]

17/09/2014WRXX02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1363, 1366, 1369 and 1431 together.

Caranua, the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board, is an independent statutory body 
established pursuant to the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012.  Caranua provides 
regular updates on its website (www.caranua.ie) in regard to the number of applications re-
ceived and related matters.  I understand that by end August, Caranua had received 3,188 ap-
plications of which 3,059 applicants were deemed to be eligible, 75 applications were still being 
processed and 54 applicants were found not to be eligible to apply; 2,431 applicants have had 
their identification documents verified and application advisors had been in touch with 1,203 
applicants.  By that time Caranua had made payments worth €1,775,541 to 335 applicants.

I have arranged to have the Deputies’ questions forwarded to Caranua with a view to having 
any additional available information provided to them directly as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRXX02450Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

17/09/2014WRXX025001364. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the external 
agencies engaged by Caranua; the cost of these services; if the costs of these external services 
are covered by funds from the National Treasury Management Agency. [33892/14]

17/09/2014WRXX026001368. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide a breakdown of expenditure of Caranua of office running costs, external contractors, 
ICT spend and staff salaries since its establishment. [33899/14]

17/09/2014WRXX02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1364 and 1368 together.

In accordance with section 30 of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 all 
expenses and other costs incurred by Caranua are met from the investment account established 
by the NTMA and funded from contributions received from religious congregations. 

Caranua’s annual accounts, which it is required to prepare under section 31 of the 2012 Act, 
will set out the position in regard to the organisation’s income and expenditure.  Caranua’s 2013 
accounts are currently being examined by the Comptroller and Auditor General.

I have arranged to have the Deputy’s questions forwarded to Caranua with a view to having 
any additional available information provided to him directly as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRXX02750Special Educational Needs Staff Remuneration

17/09/2014WRXX028001365. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will re-
view the panel arrangements in place for special needs assistants, in view of the fact that SNAs 
who were made redundant prior to 1 May 2013 have no panel rights, irrespective of years of 
service, and are therefore disadvantaged in securing employment; her views on whether this is 
fair; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33893/14]

17/09/2014WRXX02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, a set of proposals for a public service agreement were put forward by the Labour Rela-
tions Commission which now form the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-2016 (the 
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Haddington Road Agreement). One aspect of this Agreement relates to supplementary assign-
ment arrangements for Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) and as both Unions that represent 
SNAs namely, SIPTU and IMPACT, have signed up to the Haddington Road Agreement, my 
Department has implemented supplementary assignment arrangements for SNAs. 

The first part of the LRC proposals for supplementary assignment arrangements for SNAs 
outlines that the supplementary assignment arrangements only apply to current SNAs who are 
notified that they are to be made redundant. Accordingly, the purpose of these arrangements is 
to facilitate eligible SNAs who are being made redundant by one employer in filling SNA va-
cancies that may become available in another school / ETB.

The detailed supplementary assignment arrangements for Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) 
for the 2014/2015 school year are set out in Departmental Circular 0044/2014 which issued 
on 12 May 2014 and which is available on the Department’s website at the following address: 
http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0044_2014.pdf

With effect from 1 May 2013 once an SNA with a minimum of one year’s service (Service 
in a substitute capacity i.e. covering for maternity leave, sick leave, career breaks, job-sharing 
etc. does not count) is notified by his/her employer that s/he is to be made redundant then s/
he shall be deemed to be a member of a supplementary assignment panel for SNAs.   With the 
exception of SNAs who have been re-employed on permanent contracts or have chosen to opt 
out of the panel in accordance with the terms of Paragraph 6 of the circular, all SNAs who have 
been made redundant since 1 May 2013 are members of the SNA Supplementary Assignment 
Panel.  It should be noted that this does not prevent any person, including SNAs who were 
employed prior to 1 May 2013, from applying for SNA vacancies but employers are obliged to 
give precedence to applicants who are members of the SNA Supplementary Assignment Panel.

When an employer has a vacancy to fill, they must undertake the recruitment process in ac-
cordance with the provisions outlined in paragraphs 12-18 of Circular 44/2014.

As the LRC proposals are part of a wider public-sector pay agreement that represent com-
promises by both employers and unions, I do not have the ability to alter the terms of that agree-
ment.

Finally, my Department has set up a dedicated e-mail address to deal with all queries in rela-
tion to the SNA Supplementary Assignment Panel and any queries in respect of the operation 
of the Panel can be directed to this dedicated e-mail address: snasupplementpanel@education.
gov.ie

  Question No. 1366 answered with Question No. 1363.

17/09/2014WRXX03050Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

17/09/2014WRXX031001367. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if staff sala-
ries in Caranua are funded from the €110 million allocated to the body or from other Exchequer 
funds; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33898/14]

17/09/2014WRXX03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): All expenditure incurred by 
the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund (Caranua) in the performance of its functions, in-
cluding its payroll costs, are met from the investment account operated by the National Treasury 
Management Agency. In accordance with the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 
the investment account is financed from the contributions from the religious congregations of 
up to €110 million and any associated interest. There is no provision for the use of Exchequer 
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funds to meet the costs associated with the operation of the Fund.

  Question No. 1368 answered with Question No. 1364.

 Question No. 1369 answered with Question No. 1363.

17/09/2014WRXX03450Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

17/09/2014WRXX035001370. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the 13,000 
plus potential applicants still eligible to apply for support or payments from Caranua have re-
ceived sufficient information to ensure that people were not deterred from applying and were 
aware of how to apply as per the previous Minister’s commitment to do so. [33907/14]

17/09/2014WRXX03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy is aware, my 
predecessor asked Caranua to keep the matter of reaching out to those former residents who had 
not applied under review so as to ensure the greatest level of uptake of the funding available.  
The Deputy will also be aware that there was a delay in processing applications, which arose 
due to the number of applications and calls received being higher than expected and the time 
taken to recruit staff. Caranua’s four Application Advisors are in place since late May and my 
Department approved Caranua’s request to engage an Agency to provide temporary additional 
resources to address the backlog. 

Caranua has pursued a range of measures to increase awareness of its functions, including 
leaflet and poster campaigns including includes doctors’ surgeries, health centres and other 
community based services, its website and ongoing contact with survivor support groups, its 
statutory partners, Irish welfare services and other community based and social services in Ire-
land and the United Kingdom.

17/09/2014WRXX03650School Equipment

17/09/2014WRXX037001371. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of schools that have vending machines in operation; the amount of revenue received by each 
of these schools for each vending machine; her plans to introduce legislation to ban unhealthy 
foods being stocked in vending machines in schools or ban the use of vending machines alto-
gether. [33914/14]

17/09/2014WRXX038001377. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the engage-
ment she has had with companies regarding the sale of fizzy drinks and use of vending ma-
chines in schools; the names of the companies she has met with; and the number of times she 
has met with them. [33940/14]

17/09/2014WRXX03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1371 and 1377 together.

The results of the 2012 Lifeskills survey, which were published by my Department in Feb-
ruary 2014, indicated that approximately 30% of post primary schools have vending machines 
or school shops which sell fizzy drinks, sweets and crisps. This figure was down from 35% in 
the 2009 survey. 

The income generated by vending machines is a matter for the relevant schools and the sup-
pliers.
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It is not my intention to legislate on this issue. In the first instance, as Minister for Education 
and Skills I do not have the authority to dictate to schools in this manner. Schools are gener-
ally privately managed institutions which, although largely funded by the State, are relatively 
autonomous.

In addition, I do not want to dictate to young people in relation to what they can and cannot 
eat. The education system provides students with appropriate knowledge and skills  in relation 
to issues such as healthy eating, the importance of a balanced diet and an active lifestyle.  This 
is done through Social, Personal and Health Education, Home Economics and  Physical Educa-
tion.  We want to ensure that schools offer students healthy alternatives so that can they put their 
knowledge into practice and choose in an informed way. 

It is my intention to issue guidance to schools on promoting well-being among their stu-
dents. The promotion of ‘healthy vending’ will form part of this guidance. The guidance is be-
ing developed in consultation with the Department of Health and the HSE.

It is not just about getting rid of junk food but it requires us to look at the totality of the 
health and well-being of our young people. We give them the knowledge, skills and attitudes 
to develop positive practices for their lives today and into the future so that they can be healthy 
and have positive mental attitudes to life.

It is expected that the guidance on promoting well-being and healthy eating will issue to 
schools this autumn. 

I have had no engagement with companies in relation to the sale of food and beverage prod-
ucts in schools.

17/09/2014WRXX03950Capitation Grants

17/09/2014WRXX040001372. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
in tabular form the cutbacks affecting grants to primary schools over the past seven years; if 
she plans to start restoring some of these grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33915/14]

17/09/2014WRXX04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The table contains the capi-
tation rates for Primary Schools in each of the last seven years.

This Government has sought to protect education spending and maintain frontline education 
services as far as possible.

However, levels of educational expenditure cannot be determined in a manner that ignores 
the economic reality.  Consequently there is no scope to reverse the decision to reduce the level 
of capitation payable.

The following table outlines the standard rate of Capitation and Ancillary grants for main-
stream pupils in Primary Schools for the last seven years.

YEAR  Standard Capitation Rate per pupil Full Ancillary Rate per pupil
2008 Calendar Year €178.58 €151.50
2009 Calendar Year €200.00 €155.00
2010 Calendar Year €200.00 €155.00
2011 Calendar Year €190.00 €147.00
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YEAR  Standard Capitation Rate per pupil Full Ancillary Rate per pupil
2012 Calendar Year €178.00 €147.00
2013 Calendar Year €176.00 €147.00
2014 Calendar Year €173.00 €147.00

17/09/2014WRXX04150Schools Building Projects Administration

17/09/2014WRXX042001373. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to restore 
the minor works grant paid to primary schools; if so, when same will be paid; if her attention 
has been drawn to the fact that a review was due to take place of disadvantaged status for 
schools over four years ago; her plans to carry out such a review so that some schools can apply 
for disadvantaged status. [33916/14]

17/09/2014WRXX04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Circular Letter 0062/2013 
which was published as the Minor Works Grant for the school year 2013/2014 issued last No-
vember states “the grant will only be paid in future years as funding permits”. The focus under 
the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme 2012-2016 is on meeting the demand for 
additional school places. Consequently, there is no funding provided at this time in the 2014 
capital allocation for the payment of a Minor Works Grant.

The DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools) programme is the subject of on-
going evaluation by both the Educational Research Centre and the Department’s Inspectorate.  
This research was the subject of a research seminar in May 2014 entitled Learning from DEIS.  
At this seminar, the former Minister for Education and Skills, announced plans to commission 
one further piece of research in relation to DEIS to provide recommendations for a renewal of 
the Government’s policy in relation to educational disadvantage, including DEIS.  A procure-
ment process to produce a “Consolidated Report on the Learning from the Evaluation of DEIS” 
is currently underway.

17/09/2014WRXX04350Child Protection

17/09/2014WRXX044001374. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the work of her Department’s representative to the subcommittee of the interdepart-
mental implementation group on Children First; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33917/14]

17/09/2014WRXX04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of Ireland’s response 
to the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights in the case of Ms Louise O’Keeffe and 
to inform its Action Plan in relation to same, the Government has initiated a review of current 
and planned child protection mechanisms in the school system to assess the extent to which is-
sues identified in the judgement have been addressed in the period since 1973.  In that regard, 
it was decided to use the experience and expertise of the existing Inter-Departmental Imple-
mentation Group on Children First in undertaking this review.  The review is being undertaken 
by a specially tasked subcommittee within the Inter-Departmental Implementation Group. This 
subcommittee comprises senior officials from my Department, the Departments of Children 
and Youth Affairs, Health and Justice and Equality and others as appropriate.  The subcommit-
tee will, inter alia, review current and planned legislative and administrative child protection 
measures in schools and generally as decided by the Government.
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17/09/2014WRXX04550Child Protection

17/09/2014WRXX046001375. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of cases and litigation that comes within the parameters of the O’Keeffe judgment; and the im-
plications of this for the State. [33918/14]

17/09/2014WRXX04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The State Claims Agency 
has forwarded its review of day school abuse cases to identify those that come within the 
parameters of the judgment to my Department.  My Department is currently considering this 
review in consultation with the Office of the Attorney General and I expect to be in a position 
to report back to Government on this matter in the near future.  

  Question No. 1376 answered with Question No. 1307.

  Question No. 1377 answered with Question No. 1371.

17/09/2014WRXX04950Higher Education Courses Applications

17/09/2014WRXX050001378. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made to date in determination of an appeal for higher education grant in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33958/14]

17/09/2014WRXX05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An appeal from the student 
referred to by the Deputy was considered by the independent Student Grants Appeals Board on 
the 22nd July, 2014 and the student was requested to provide additional information.

Additional information has been received and the application will be re-assessed and the 
student will be notified directly by the Student Grants Appeals Board of the outcome.

17/09/2014WRXX05150Schools Amalgamation

17/09/2014WRXX052001379. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
to date of the proposed amalgamation of national schools in an area (details supplied) County 
Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33960/14]

17/09/2014WRXX05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy is aware,  
responsibility for the delivery of the amalgamated school, in question, has been devolved to the 
Office of Public Works (OPW).

The OPW and its Design Team are currently completing the Stage 2(a) Submission (Devel-
oped Sketch Design). When complete, approval will be given to the OPW to proceed to Stage 
2(b) - Detailed Design, which involves obtaining planning permission, fire certificate and dis-
ability access certificate and the completion of tender documents.

17/09/2014WRXX05350Departmental Contracts Data

17/09/2014WRXX054001380. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service her Department is a party to; 
if she will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrangement; the 
duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these administrative 
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arrangements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34001/14]

17/09/2014WRXX05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Information is cur-
rently being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

17/09/2014WRXX05550School Staffing

17/09/2014WRXX056001381. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans follow-
ing pay cuts for teachers in 2011 and 2012 to have pay restored for 2012 graduates to the 2010 
salary scale as happened for 2011 graduates, in view of the fact that the 2012 graduates are now 
on an inferior pay scale; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34011/14]

17/09/2014WRXX05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Public Service Stability 
Agreement 2013 – 2016 (Haddington Road Agreement) provides that revised salary scales shall 
be prepared for same grade entrants to the public service (including for example teachers) to 
incorporate the revision of salary scales introduced in 2011, in order to address the imbalance 
between those who entered the Public Service since 2011 and those who entered before that 
date.  In this regard, my Department published revised incremental salary scales for teachers 
who entered teaching between 1 January 2011 and 31 January 2012 in circular 0032/2013 (Pri-
mary teachers) and circular 005/2014 (Secondary teachers).

More recently, following negotiations held under Section 2.31 of the Haddington Road 
Agreement, my Department issued circular 0053/2014 outlining changes to the incremental sal-
ary scale, part-time rates and allowance rates for post-1 January 2011 entrants to teaching, and 
changes to the allowance rates for allowances which remain payable to post-1 February 2012 
entrants to teaching.

17/09/2014WRXX05750Carer’s Benefit Applications

17/09/2014WRXX058001382. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procedures in 
her Department for granting carer’s leave to persons who require same; if persons are entitled to 
the full 104 weeks care leave; if she will provide a copy of the most recent circular issued on this 
matter; if this circular is up to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34012/14]

17/09/2014WRXX05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Carer’s leave allows em-
ployees to take temporary unpaid leave to enable them personally to provide full time care and 
attention for a person who is in need of such care. 

The suggested timeline for applying for leave is 6 weeks in advance of the start date of the 
leave. Since the transfer of certain Human Resource (HR) and Pensions functions from this 
Department to PeoplePoint (HR and Pensions Shared Service Centre) in February of this year, 
staff of this Department seeking carer’s leave must apply electronically through the People-
Point portal. This application is then routed to the Human Resources (HR) Unit in this Depart-
ment. The applicant for carer’s leave must confirm when making the application that they have 
applied to the Department of Social Protection for a decision by a Deciding Officer under the 
Carer’s Act 2001 that the person in respect for whom  the leave is being sought requires this 
care. This decision is based on information provided by the relevant person’s general medical 
practitioner. In addition, in order to be deemed eligible, the staff member must have completed 
at least 12 months continuous service in the civil service.

Once a decision to grant the carer’s leave has been made by the Department of Social Pro-
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tection, a confirmation document is then signed by the staff member and by the HR Manager in 
this Department confirming the date on which the leave period will commence and the duration 
of the leave.  The carer’s leave can be taken in one continuous period of 104 weeks or for a 
number of periods not exceeding a total of 104 weeks. Where the leave is not taken as one con-
tinuous period the minimum statutory entitlement that may be taken in one period is 13 weeks.  
There must be a gap of 6 weeks between the periods of carer’s leave. The carer’s leave can be 
terminated before the expiry of 104 weeks in a number of circumstances e.g. where the person 
being cared for ceases to require full-time care and attention, which are set out in Paragraph 
20 of the Department of Finance Circular 39/2005 – Carer’s leave, the most up to date circular 
issued on this matter, at the following link:

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/537754615F11DF0E80257D5700
39264C/$File/Cir%20%2039-2005.pdf?openelement”>Carers Leave Act</a>]

17/09/2014WRYY00150Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2014WRYY002001383. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing progress in respect of a school building project (details supplied) in County Galway; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [34013/14]

17/09/2014WRYY00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The school building project 
referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s 5 year construction programme. The 
project is currently at an early architectural planning stage which involves the development of 
design drawings. When this process is complete a meeting will be arranged with the school 
authority to provide an update on the design and the remaining stages of the architectural plan-
ning process.

My officials are liaising with the school authority which is aware of the current position 
with regard to the project.

17/09/2014WRYY00350Emergency Works Scheme Funding

17/09/2014WRYY004001384. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
spend by her Department on repairing primary school prefabs in Naas, County Kildare, for the 
new school year 2014-15; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34022/14]

17/09/2014WRYY005001385. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
son her Department has spent considerable money repairing existing prefabs and providing 
two new prefabs to a school (details supplied) in County Kildare instead of utilising the empty 
school on Craddockstown Road, Naas, County Kildare; the reason the school on Craddock-
stown Road, Naas, is not being used; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34023/14]

17/09/2014WRYY00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1384 and 1385 together.

Funding under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme for repairs to Department 
owned prefabs that were damaged during the storms earlier this year at the school referred to 
by the Deputy has recently been approved. As a contract to have these works carried out has 
not been awarded, the amount of funding provided is commercially sensitive and cannot be dis-
closed yet. The School Authority were also sanctioned funding for two additional prefabricated 
units to cater for increased enrolments.
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These works are necessary at the school in question as it is intended that the school building 
on Craddockstown Road will be utilised for alternative school provision.

17/09/2014WRYY00650School Transport Administration

17/09/2014WRYY007001386. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills in respect of 
the reference to ethos in the school transport scheme, second level, the reason for the use of the 
term “ethos” in the context of religious denomination; if a community school under the patron-
age of the local education and training board is deemed to be a Catholic school with an ethos 
equivalent to a school the patron of which patron is a specific Catholic body; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [34062/14]

17/09/2014WRYY00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible for transport 
where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest education centre as 
determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.

In relation to school transport provision, ethos relates to religious ethos and is in the context 
of provision for minority religions.

Community Schools are generally under the joint-trusteeship of the local Education Train-
ing Board and a specified religious body or bodies. Under their Deeds of Trust, the Community 
Schools are required to cater for all pupils in the community regardless of their faith back-
ground.

17/09/2014WRYY00850Early Years Strategy Implementation

17/09/2014WRYY009001387. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the persons 
she will appoint to the advisory group on early years education; the date on which the group will 
be established; and the date on which the group will report back to her.  [34064/14]

17/09/2014WRYY01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My intention is to establish 
an advisory group on early years education later on this year.

This advisory group will have representatives from relevant stakeholders, parents, non-
governmental organisations, and statutory agencies.

I don’t see the advisory group as having a role in producing a report on early years educa-
tion.  The group will, instead, be convened as required, to ensure that the impact of Government 
policy decisions on the early years sector are fully considered and that early years education is 
further integrated into the overall education continuum.

17/09/2014WRYY01050Third Level Participation

17/09/2014WRYY011001388. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of places in third level institutions; and the number of these places reserved for students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. [34065/14]

17/09/2014WRYY01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Higher Education Au-
thority’s Key Facts and Figures report records 41,413 full-time undergraduate, new entrants, to 
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28 higher education institutions in 2012/13.

Seventeen institutions allocate reserved places to students from disadvantaged backgrounds 
through the HEAR (Higher Education Access Route) scheme. Since 2010 this scheme has op-
erated on a national basis, as part of the annual CAO process.  In 2012/13 2,012 full-time un-
dergraduate students, from disadvantaged backgrounds, entered participating higher education 
institutions through the HEAR scheme.

In addition, in 2012/13, there were also local schemes in a number of Institutes of Technol-
ogy (CIT, WIT, Sligo, Tralee, Tallaght, Carlow, Galway) which supported the allocation of ap-
proximately 370 places to school-leavers from disadvantaged backgrounds.

17/09/2014WRYY01250Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2014WRYY013001389. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a new school building for a school (details supplied) in County Galway. [34066/14]

17/09/2014WRYY01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project to which the 
Deputy refers, recently progressed to Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design which includes the applica-
tion for planning permission and the preparation of tender documents.

Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to 
meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the 5 
year construction programme announced in March 2012.

School building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have been 
initiated but not included in the current five year construction programme will continue to be 
progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being avail-
able to the Department in the future.

17/09/2014WRYY01450School Accommodation

17/09/2014WRYY015001390. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide, in tabular form, information on the number of schools still holding classes in pre-
fabricated buildings; and the dates on which this will no longer be practice for these schools.  
[34067/14]

17/09/2014WRYY01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department does not 
hold information on the numbers of pupils in individual schools who currently occupy prefabs; 
this depends on the organisation of class groups by schools within available accommodation 
and may vary from year to year.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the overall policy goal of my Department is to ensure the 
highest standard of permanent accommodation for all schools. In the context of a rapidly in-
creasing school population, my Department’s priority is to ensure that every child will have 
access to a physical school place and in this regard, it is sometimes necessary to make use of 
temporary accommodation in order to meet the accommodation needs of schools.

17/09/2014WRYY01650Child Care Qualifications
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17/09/2014WRYY017001391. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
increase the percentage of graduates working in early years education from 12% to 60% in ac-
cordance with the European Commission study, Competence Requirements in Early Childhood 
Education and Care.  [34068/14]

17/09/2014WRYY01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The minimum qualifica-
tion requirement for early years practitioners is currently confined to those working in early 
years settings that are participating in the Early Years Care and Education (ECCE) scheme. The 
ECCE scheme is funded by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

Under the ECCE scheme payment of the standard capitation rate is currently contingent on  
the preschool leader having a Level 5 major award as a minimum qualification requirement. 
This minimum requirement is being increased to a Level 6 Award from this month onwards for 
new services registering with the Child and Family Agency.  Services already contracted with 
the Agency have until September 2015 to meet the requirement. The minimum requirement for 
the payment of the higher capitation rate is that the ‘preschool leader’ possesses a major award 
at Level 7 on the NFQ in ECCE.

I recently announced a major review of education and training programmes that lead to 
qualifications in early years care and education. This review is intended to assess the extent to 
which graduates of such programmes are equipped with the type of essential skills and compe-
tences that have been identified in the CORE report.

17/09/2014WRYY01850Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2014WRYY019001392. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the development of a new school (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [34074/14]

17/09/2014WRYY02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project to which the 
Deputy refers is included in my Department’s five year building programme to proceed to Ten-
der and Construction in 2015/16.

The Design Team has been appointed and are working on the early stages of architectural 
planning. The design team appointed were the winners of the post-primary school design com-
petition held in 2012. 

17/09/2014WRYY02050Early Child Care Education

17/09/2014WRYY021001393. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
indicate policy changes relating to the preschool curriculum; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [34080/14]

17/09/2014WRYY02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department already has 
a curriculum framework in place for early childhood education.  This framework, Aistear, is de-
signed to work with the great variety of curriculum materials already in use in early childhood 
settings, e.g. Montessori, Steiner, Reggio Emilia.  My Department will continue to support the 
Aistear Framework and at my Department’s behest, the National Council for Curriculum and 
Assessment are developing a practice guide to distil the core elements of Aistear and Síolta.  
This practice guide should be available for use in the early years sector in the next 6 months.
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17/09/2014WRYY02250Early Child Care Education

17/09/2014WRYY023001394. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures 
she has taken to encourage preschools to notify parents of details relating to the curriculum; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34082/14]

17/09/2014WRYY02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the majority of support and funding for preschool provision is provided by the Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs.  My Department works closely with the D/CYA on improv-
ing educational outcomes for young children in preschool settings and that work has included 
the development of Aistear, the Curriculum Framework for Early Childhood Education.  The 
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment developed Aistear and as part of the dissemi-
nation produced tip-sheets for parents.  These tip sheets were widely disseminated and available 
in all early years settings and are available on the NCCA’s website. 

17/09/2014WRYY02450Alcohol and Drug Awareness Programmes

17/09/2014WRYY025001395. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
encourage schools to provide alcohol and drug awareness programmes; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [34083/14]

17/09/2014WRYY02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The programme for govern-
ment, Government for National Recovery 2011-2016, requires that learners get ample oppor-
tunities to explore substance use issues, including those related to alcohol and drugs. Schools 
along with parents are concerned about the well-being of the young people and of raising aware-
ness about drug and alcohol abuse.

The provision of a Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) programme in our pri-
mary and post-primary schools is particularly important in this regard and now includes a new 
Junior Cycle short course option.

Schools have access to a number of programmes and resources that support the delivery 
of SPHE and increase students’ awareness of well-being, including drug and alcohol issues. 
Examples include the “Walk Tall” Programme for primary pupils and a post-primary resource 
available from the Professional Development Service for Teachers, called “On My Own Two 
Feet”.

The Department hopes to glean further advice on education about substance use from the 
recently published Report of the Working Group on Educational Materials for use in SPHE in 
Post- Primary Schools and Centres of Education. 

17/09/2014WRYY02650School Enrolment Policies

17/09/2014WRYY027001396. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to remove 
the prescriptive enrolment policies used by secondary schools and replace them with a stan-
dardised enrolment policy to be implemented by all public secondary schools; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [34084/14]

17/09/2014WRYY02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy may be aware 
that Government gave approval in March of this year for drafting the Education (Admissions to 
Schools) Bill 2014 and drafting is currently underway.
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The objective of the Admissions to School Bill is to provide an over-arching framework to 
ensure that how schools decide on who is enrolled and who is refused a place in schools is more 
structured, fair and transparent.

A key objective in designing the framework is to create greater confidence for parents that 
the admission criteria laid down by schools are legitimate, reasonable and fair.

17/09/2014WRYY02850School Transport Availability

17/09/2014WRYY029001397. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding pupils from Educate Together primary schools who have applied for free transport 
to their nearest recognised Educate Together post-primary school in the context of a school 
(details supplied) in County Louth; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34098/14]

17/09/2014WRYY03000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien Eng-
lish): The Deputy will be aware that under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School 
Transport Scheme children are eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 
kilometres from and are attending their nearest education centre as determined by my Depart-
ment/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.

The school transport scheme as it has operated at second level has a very restrictive ap-
proach to providing transport to other than the nearest school on the grounds of ethos. To pro-
vide transport in the circumstances set out by the Deputy would represent a significant change 
to the operation of the scheme with potentially wide ranging cost and other implications.

Given this fact, I have asked officials to consider this matter in its wider context and to 
revert to me in due course with their analysis. That said, the present position remains that I am 
unable to accede to the request for eligibility for transport provision in this case.

17/09/2014WRYY03050Information and Communications Technology

17/09/2014WRYY031001398. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps she will 
take to deal with cases where schools demand the compulsory use of iPads in view of the fact 
that parents cannot afford this cost, which, in some instances, means that children are unable to 
enrol in their local schools.  [34099/14]

17/09/2014WRYY03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The decision to use tablet 
devices is a matter for the Board of Management of a school.  Where the introduction of new 
technology is planned, it is advisable that there should be consultation with members of the 
school community including parents.  The cost and other implications must be fully considered 
by the Boards of Managements before a decision is made.

An advice sheet on the adoption of tablets in schools is available on the PDST-Technology 
in Education (PDST-TIE) website.  The PDST TIE promotes and supports the integration of 
ICT into teaching and learning for schools.  This advice sheet covers areas such as what tablets 
can offer a school, educational considerations, purchasing considerations and software.

A new digital strategy for teaching and learning in schools is under development at present 
and the use of new technologies will be considered again in this context.

17/09/2014WRYY03250Student Grant Scheme Eligibility
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17/09/2014WRYY033001399. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the statutory 
grants or scholarship available to an Irish resident who wishes to study for a postgraduate quali-
fication in a foreign third level institution and where no course of study leading to the qualifica-
tion is available here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34124/14]

17/09/2014WRYY03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The student grant scheme 
does not extend to postgraduate courses pursued outside of Ireland.

However, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid 
for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergradu-
ate and postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further informa-
tion on this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners on www.revenue.ie.

17/09/2014WRYY03450Pupil-Teacher Ratio

17/09/2014WRYY035001400. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her at-
tention has been drawn to information publicised by the Irish National Teachers Organisation 
stating that over 90% of pupils in County Westmeath are in classes greater than the EU average 
of 20 and that 21.2% are in classes of 30 or more; and her plans to address same.  [34130/14]

17/09/2014WRYY036001433. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will ad-
dress the issue of 124,363 pupils in mainstream classes of 30 or more; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [34694/14]

17/09/2014WRYY03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1400 and 1433 together.

The primary staffing schedule currently operates on the basis of a general average of 1 
classroom teacher for every 28 pupils, with lower thresholds for DEIS Band 1 schools. Schools 
have autonomy in relation to the deployment of classroom teachers to individual classes.  My 
Department’s guidance to schools is that the number of pupils in any class is kept as low as 
possible taking all relevant contextual factors into account (e.g. classroom accommodation, 
fluctuating enrolment etc.). School authorities are also requested, where possible, to use their 
autonomy under the staffing schedule to implement smaller class sizes for junior classes.

The Staffing Schedule includes the provision where schools experiencing rapid increases 
in enrolment can apply for additional permanent mainstream posts on developing grounds. In 
addition, a staffing appeals process is available to schools, including a new criterion for the 
2014/15 school year which is aimed at schools which make a significant contribution to absorb-
ing demographic growth.

The context for any discussion about class sizes is that my Department, like all other Gov-
ernment Departments, is operating within a budgetary programme that is designed to return the 
Government finances to a sustainable basis. This budgetary programme has helped Ireland to 
return to a position where we are seeing some economic growth. It is a continuing improvement 
in our economic growth that will enable us to move to a point in future budgets where we can 
look again at providing for additional teacher resources in schools which could bring about an 
improvement in PTR and class size.

In the meantime, my Department’s focus is on targeting any available resources to cater for 
the continued increase in student numbers across primary, post-primary and third level. 
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17/09/2014WRYY03750Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2014WRYY038001401. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a proposed school building project (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [34157/14]

17/09/2014WRYY03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has been in on-going contact with the school authority, in question, in rela-
tion to the school’s accommodation issues.

In that regard, I can confirm that the greenfield site assessment has been finalised and the 
overall Accommodation brief for a replacement school is expected to be completed shortly.  
When completed, the brief will be forwarded to the school authority and my Department antici-
pates that the project will then be progressed into the architectural planning process.

17/09/2014WRYY03950Departmental Surveys

17/09/2014WRYY040001402. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the purpose of 
the primary and post-primary school questionnaire 2014; her views on whether it is very dif-
ficult for school principals to complete the questionnaire in that it seeks personal information 
about pupils’ family circumstances; the services and funding for schools the data collected will 
determine; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34185/14]

17/09/2014WRYY04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is currently considering potential revisions to the system of allocating 
Resource Teaching and Learning Support to schools.  This is on foot of recommendations set 
out in the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Policy Advice on “Supporting Stu-
dents with Special Educational Needs in Schools (May 2013) and the recommendations of the 
NCSE Working Group Report “A Proposed New Model for Allocating Teaching Resources for 
Students with Special Educational Needs” (June 2014). Both of these reports are available at 
www.ncse.ie.

Following the publication of these reports, my Department had advised that it would com-
mence the process of gathering information which would be required to develop the proposed 
new model, to allow its impact to be assessed, and to assess if, and from when, the model could 
be implemented.

One of the key steps identified by the group to assist in developing a new model is the estab-
lishment of a school’s educational profile based on a number of elements, including the Social 
Context of the School.

My Department in conjunction with the NCSE, asked the Educational Research Centre 
(ERC) to conduct a survey of schools to assist the development of an educational profile for 
each school.  The purpose of this questionnaire is to assist the NCSE to create an educational 
profile for each school, taking into account the socioeconomic circumstances of students at-
tending schools.  The questionnaire was developed following consultations with primary and 
post primary school management bodies.

In writing to schools, the ERC noted that some items on the questionnaire may be difficult 
for schools to complete. It was noted, however, that accurate information on the socioeconomic 
circumstances of students in a school is crucially important in developing a reliable educational 
profile for that school. The use of these data to create an educational profile is supported by both 
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national and international research.

Schools have therefore been requested to provide their best possible estimates in relation to 
the questions being asked in this survey. This will ensure that as accurate as possible a resource 
teaching allocation can be made schools in relation to the social context component of any pro-
posed new allocation model.

Schools have also been advised that the ERC has also put in place a dedicated phone line in 
order to provide assistance and support to schools in completing the questionnaire.

17/09/2014WRYY04150Schools Amalgamation

17/09/2014WRYY042001403. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has 
received any correspondence from a person (details supplied) regarding the closure or amalga-
mation of a school in Dublin 10; if she has received notification of their intentions for the school 
in June 2015; if her attention has been drawn to the projected increase in enrolment figures in 
that area; her plans to improve progression to third level in that area; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [34187/14]

17/09/2014WRYY04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm for the Deputy 
that my Department has not received correspondence from the person in question relating to 
the proposed amalgamation of the school to which he refers. My Department is however aware 
that the Archdiocese has initiated a consultation process locally to help guide the proposed 
amalgamation process. My Department understands that arising from this process, the wishes 
of parents’ to postpone any amalgamation until 2015 were accepted.

The Forward Planning Section of my Department is currently analysing demographic de-
mand nationally to identify areas, including the area in question, where additional school ac-
commodation may be required in the future.

A new National Plan for Equity of Access to Higher Education is currently being devel-
oped by the Higher Education Authority in consultation with my Department. The Plan (2014 
– 2017) is being developed within the context of the key objective for higher education - to 
promote access for disadvantaged groups and to put in place coherent pathways from second 
level education, from further education and other non-traditional entry routes.

17/09/2014WRYY04350School Curriculum

17/09/2014WRYY044001404. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
include coding and software development in the ICT curriculum for schools. [34190/14]

17/09/2014WRYY04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The NCCA has developed 
a short course  on “Coding” which is available to schools for their Junior Cycle programme 
on an optional basis from this September. Through participation in this course it is expected 
that students will learn core computational concepts. All the key skills in the Framework for 
Junior Cycle highlight the use of digital technology right across their junior cycle. The use of 
“technology and digital media tools to learn, communicate, work and think collaboratively and 
creatively in a responsible and ethical manner” is one of the statements of learning that will 
inform the programme being offered by schools.

In fact, the use of ICT will permeate the experiences of all Junior Cycle students as the new 
Framework is implemented.
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Problem solving and computational thinking skills are developed in this course as students 
build and create software projects using their own ideas and imagination. The course looks to 
build on any coding skills that primary students might have experienced while offering insight 
into possible future studies in computer science and software engineering.

17/09/2014WRYY04550School Transport Eligibility

17/09/2014WRYY046001405. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application for a school transport grant in respect of a child (details supplied) in County 
Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34191/14]

17/09/2014WRYY04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the terms of the Pri-
mary School Transport Scheme, children are eligible for transport where they reside not less 
than 3.2 kms from and are attending their nearest national school as determined by the Depart-
ment/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.Children who are eligible for school 
transport but for whom no service is available may, following an application process for trans-
port within the prescribed time limits, receive a Remote Area Grant towards the cost of private 
transport arrangements.

Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme, on behalf of my Department has 
advised that an application for school transport for the 2013/14 school year was not received 
until March 2014. Therefore, the family will only be eligible for the remote area grant from the 
commencement of the 2014/15 school year.

17/09/2014WRYY04750Third Level Funding

17/09/2014WRYY048001406. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will consider 
reviewing the funding model for third level education with a view to introducing a UK-style 
student loan system, whereby the money would be paid back to the Exchequer from future earn-
ings, in order to help those families which earn more than the grants threshold but which are not 
in a position to fund their children’s college expenses.  [34237/14]

17/09/2014WRYY04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under my Department’s 
student grant scheme, eligible students may receive funding towards maintenance provided 
they are attending an approved course at an approved institution as defined in the scheme.  In 
addition tax relief is available for tuition fees. Full details of this relief are available from the 
Revenue Commissioners.

Following discussions with my Department, with support and advice from the National 
Treasury Management Agency, a specific loan initiative was introduced by Bank of Ireland in 
2012 to provide finance for fees and living costs for postgraduate students. While developed in 
conjunction with the Department of Education and Skills, it is a Bank of Ireland product and 
further information on the terms and conditions of the loan is available from the bank.

A number of financial institutions offer loans to assist students with costs associated with 
their studies.

I have no plans at present to depart from the current funding model for third level education.

17/09/2014WRYY04950Student Grant Scheme Eligibility
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17/09/2014WRYY050001407. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she considers the 
additional €4,830 allowance to the third level grants threshold for second or subsequent chil-
dren adequate, considering the average estimated cost is more than €10,000 per year to keep a 
student in college. [34238/14]

17/09/2014WRYY05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The eligibility criteria for 
student grants including the income thresholds is reviewed annually in my Department and ap-
proved by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

The aim of the student grant scheme has always been to make a contribution to the cost of 
going to college, covering the full cost has never been a feasible option. In recognition of the 
additional cost to families where more than one person is attending college an increment, for 
each additional relevant person, can be applied to the income thresholds at the rates outlined in 
the student grant scheme.  The maximum increment that can be applied, per relevant person, is 
€4,980.

I empathise with students and I am very conscious of the fundamental role played by the 
student grant scheme in supporting families who are putting their children through further and 
higher education. However, the state of the public finances is such that tough decisions had to 
be made to control public expenditure and to ensure sustainability in the long run.

17/09/2014WRYY05150NAMA Property Sales

17/09/2014WRYY052001408. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills regarding 
the sale by the National Asset Management Agency of a site at 1-6 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay 
to the Australian student accommodation company, Urbanest, in 2013 for approximately €7 
million, the contacts persons in her Department had with NAMA employees or board members; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34272/14]

17/09/2014WRYY05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy may wish to 
note that Capital funding for higher education is targeted at delivering core educational facili-
ties and my Department has no funding available for the provision of student accommodation 
in that context. Neither does my Department have any expertise or knowledge in relation to 
housing supply or housing policy in general. Therefore, my Department has not had any contact 
with NAMA in respect of the particular matter referred to by the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRYY05350School Patronage

17/09/2014WRYY054001409. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to locate 
the proposed Educate Together second level school in Carrigaline, County Cork, where there 
is an existing Educate Together primary school, in line with the conclusions of her Depart-
ment’s forward planning section assessment report; if it is located outside Carrigaline, the way 
in which parity of access for Carrigaline Educate Together students will be ensured; when this 
project will commence; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34347/14]

17/09/2014WRYY05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The outcome of the patron-
age determination process for new post-primary schools for the Cork area was to establish one 
new school for the Cork South Suburbs area and one for the Carrigaline area to meet the demo-
graphic needs across these areas.

My Department is currently working with Cork County Council to secure sites to facilitate 
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the schools.  When sites have been secured, my Department will be in contact with the respec-
tive patrons on the locations of the individual schools and the provision of accommodation for 
the schools will be progressed.

17/09/2014WRYY05550School Closures

17/09/2014WRYY056001410. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
ensure that there are no further cuts to the daily running costs of schools as it could lead to clo-
sures; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34359/14]

17/09/2014WRYY05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This Government has 
sought to protect education spending and maintain frontline education services as far as possi-
ble. However, levels of educational expenditure cannot be determined in a manner that ignores 
the economic reality.

Budget 2012 provided for a further reduction in capitation and related grants of 1% in 2015.

The Deputy will appreciate that I cannot at this stage anticipate any specific decisions the 
Government may take in the next Budget.

17/09/2014WRYY05750Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2014WRYY058001411. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views 
on learning support and resource provision at primary school level (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34400/14]

17/09/2014WRYY05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is currently considering potential revisions to the system of allocating 
Resource Teaching and Learning Support to schools.  This is on foot of recommendations set 
out in the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Policy Advice on “Supporting Stu-
dents with Special Educational Needs in Schools (May 2013) and the recommendations of the 
NCSE Working Group Report “A Proposed New Model for Allocating Teaching Resources for 
Students with Special Educational Needs” (June 2014). Both of these reports are available at 
www.ncse.ie.

Following the publication of these reports, my Department had advised that it would com-
mence the process of gathering information which would be required to develop the proposed 
new model, to allow its impact to be assessed, and to assess if, and from when, the model could 
be implemented.

One of the key steps identified by the group to assist in developing a new model is the estab-
lishment of a school’s educational profile based on a number of elements, including the Social 
Context of the School.

My Department in conjunction with the NCSE, asked the Educational Research Centre 
(ERC) to conduct a survey of schools to assist the development of an educational profile for 
each school.  The purpose of this questionnaire is to assist the NCSE to create an educational 
profile for each school, taking into account the socioeconomic circumstances of students at-
tending schools.  The questionnaire was developed following consultations with primary and 
post primary school management bodies.

In writing to schools, the ERC noted that some items on the questionnaire may be difficult 
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for schools to complete. It was noted, however, that accurate information on the socioeconomic 
circumstances of students in a school is crucially important in developing a reliable educational 
profile for that school. The use of these data to create an educational profile is supported by both 
national and international research.  Schools have therefore been requested to provide their best 
possible estimates in relation to the questions being asked in this survey. This will ensure that as 
accurate as possible a resource teaching allocation can be made schools in relation to the social 
context component of any proposed new allocation model.

Schools have also been advised that the ERC has also put in place a dedicated phone line in 
order to provide assistance and support to schools in completing the questionnaire.

Should schools have any queries on how to complete the survey or with regards to the 
questions being asked of schools they should contact the ERc at the number provided with the 
survey documentation.

17/09/2014WRZZ00150School Staffing

17/09/2014WRZZ002001412. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views 
on room assistance provision at primary school level (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [34401/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department does not 
allocate classroom assistants to schools nor does it have any plans or funding to do so.

Classroom teachers are allocated to primary schools on the basis of a general average of 
1 classroom teacher for every 28 pupils.  The deployment of teachers within schools is dealt 
with at local school level.  My Department’s guidance to schools is that the number of pupils 
in any class is kept as low as possible taking all relevant contextual factors into account (e.g. 
classroom accommodation, fluctuating enrolment etc.).  School authorities are also requested, 
where possible, to use their autonomy under the staffing schedule to implement smaller class 
sizes for junior classes.

17/09/2014WRZZ00350Public Sector Staff Sick Leave

17/09/2014WRZZ004001413. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views 
on sick leave provisions at preschool and primary school level (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [34402/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): With the exception of the 
Early Start programme which operates in primary schools, preschool provision is administered 
by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  Staff of preschools are employed by the ser-
vice provider who sets the terms and conditions of employment.  My Department has no role in 
determining the terms and conditions of employment of staff in preschools.

The Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) (Amendment) Act 2013, 
provided the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform with the power to make regulations 
that set out the specific details of a Public Service Sick Leave Scheme. Following a review of 
sick leave arrangements and binding Labour Court Recommendation No. LCR20335, Regula-
tions for a new Public Service wide Sick Leave Scheme came into operation on 31st March 
2014. These Regulations came into operation for teachers on 01 September 2014 and are out-
lined in Circular 59/2014.
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Circular 59/2014 was agreed under the auspices of the Teachers’ Conciliation Council, a 
body established in accordance with the terms of the Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme for 
Teachers. The Council is comprised of Representatives of Teachers, School Management, De-
partment of Education and Skills and the Department of Public Enterprise and Reform and 
chaired by an official of the Labour Relations Commission.

The Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-2016 (Haddington Road Agreement) provides 
that, with effect from the beginning of the 2013/14 school year, participation in the Supervision 
Scheme is compulsory for all primary teachers. All primary teachers are required to provide 
43 hours supervision per annum and this includes substitution for all uncertified sick leave ab-
sences from the 1st September 2013 and substitution for the first day of force majeure/illness 
in family leave from the commencement of the 2014/15 school year. The full terms of these 
arrangements are set out in Circular 33/2013.

The terms of Departmental Circulars are implemented by the managerial authorities of all 
primary schools and are of general application to all teachers.

17/09/2014WRZZ00550School Staffing

17/09/2014WRZZ006001414. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
a school (details supplied) in County Louth has been allocated a second deputy principal when 
they do not meet the criteria as set out by her Department; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [34448/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Teacher allocations to all 
second level schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established 
rules based on recognised pupil enrolment. The criteria for the allocation of posts are commu-
nicated to school managements annually and are available on the Department website.  Under 
these arrangements an ex-quota Deputy Principal Post is allocated to each post primary school 
with an enrolment of at least 500 recognised pupils (such posts are filled in-quota in smaller 
schools). A second ex-quota Deputy Principal post is allocated to each school with a minimum 
enrolment of 1,000 or more recognised pupils or in DEIS schools with a minimum enrolment 
of 900 or more recognised pupils.

At post primary level and in accordance with existing arrangements, where a school man-
agement authority is unable to meet its curricular commitments within its approved allocation, 
my Department considers applications for additional short term support i.e., curricular conces-
sions. Short term support is needed (normally for one year but not exceeding 2/3 school years) 
to enable the school authority to respond to the identified problem.

As part of the curricular concession process, School management can apply for a Deputy 
Principal concession in cases whereby a schools enrolment is falling under or moving close to 
the Deputy Principal threshold.

17/09/2014WRZZ00750School Staffing

17/09/2014WRZZ008001415. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of retired teachers employed in primary and secondary schools for the 2013-14 school year; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34449/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ009001416. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
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of retired teachers employed in primary and secondary schools for five days or less during the 
2013-14 school year; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34450/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ010001417. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of retired teachers employed in primary and secondary schools for six days or more during the 
2013-14 school year; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34451/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1415 to 1417, inclusive, together.

Teachers are employed by the managerial authorities of schools. The detailed information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.

The information currently available relates to March 2014 compared to March 2013. In 
March 2014 a total of 282 retired teachers were employed by the managerial authorities of 
schools. One hundred and forty nine retired primary teachers and one hundred and thirty three 
retired voluntary secondary and community and comprehensive teachers were employed. How-
ever, seventy per cent of those teachers worked 5 days or less.

By comparison in March 2013 a total of 362 retired teachers were employed by the manage-
rial authorities. Two hundred and eight retired primary teachers and one hundred and fifty four 
retired voluntary secondary and community and comprehensive teachers were employed. In 
that period eighty five per cent worked 5 days or less.

The policy of my Department is to ensure, as far as possible, that the managerial authorities 
of schools give priority to unemployed registered teachers who are fully qualified when filling 
vacant teaching posts.

My Department has issued a number of circulars addressing this issue in recent years. Under 
the terms of these circulars school Principal’s must maintain a list of unemployed registered 
teachers who are available for substitute work at short notice and report to the Board of Man-
agement on any exceptional occasion where they have to engage a registered teacher who is 
retired.

A retired teacher who returns to teaching on or after 1 February 2012 commences at the first 
point of the incremental salary scale. Incremental credit for service prior to 1 February 2012, 
qualification allowances and certain job role allowances are also not payable.

These measures represents a significant financial disincentive for teachers who retired at 
the top of their salary scale, often with a post of responsibility allowance, to return to teaching.

17/09/2014WRZZ01150School Staffing

17/09/2014WRZZ012001418. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the over-
sight her Department provides to ensure unemployed and newly qualified teachers are priori-
tised for temporary or permanent teaching positions; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [34452/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The redeployment arrange-
ments is the first method used to fill vacancies in the school system.  The core function of the 
redeployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers 
to other schools that have vacancies. The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers. 
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Thereafter, primary schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacan-
cies from supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and 
part-time teachers.

Once the redeployment panels have been cleared, primary schools with permanent vacan-
cies are advised that they can proceed to open competition to fill these vacancies.  Temporary 
posts are filled by open competition which appropriately qualified teachers are eligible to apply 
for.

The policy of my Department is to ensure, as far as possible, that the managerial authorities 
of schools give priority to unemployed registered teachers who are fully qualified when filling 
vacant posts and my Department has issued a number of circulars addressing this issue in recent 
years.  Under these circulars, School Principals must maintain a list of unemployed registered 
teachers who are available for substitute work at short notice.  Circular 31/2011 details a cas-
cade of measures for the recruitment of teachers, prioritising registered teachers over retired 
registered teachers and unregistered people.

17/09/2014WRZZ01350Parent and Student Charter

17/09/2014WRZZ014001419. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the parent and pupil charter; the expected timeline for publication; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [34453/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that changes to the Education Act, 1998 will be necessary to provide for and support the intro-
duction of a Parent and Student Charter.

With this in mind, a set of principles will be required to act as a charter to strengthen the 
relationship between parents, students and schools, and the position of parents and students 
generally within the school system.

My Department plans to engage with all the education partners in order to develop the prin-
ciples required for such a Charter.

17/09/2014WRZZ01550Site Acquisitions

17/09/2014WRZZ016001420. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision 
has been made as to whether a planned new school (details supplied) in County Cork will be 
located in Carrigaline or south city suburbs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34463/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ017001421. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision 
has been made as to whether a planned new second level school (details supplied) in County 
Cork will be located in Carrigaline or south city suburbs; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [34464/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1420 and 1421 together.

My Department is currently working with Cork County Council to secure sites to facilitate 
the schools to which the Deputy refers.
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When sites have been secured, my Department will be in contact with the respective patrons 
on the locations of the individual schools.

17/09/2014WRZZ01850Cóiríocht Scoile

17/09/2014WRZZ019001422. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an bhfuil 
sé i gceist aici airgead a dheonú do scoil (sonraí tugtha), de réir an iarratais a rinne siad, chun 
cuidiú leo seomraí buana a chur in áit seomraí réamhdhéanta; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [34499/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Is mian liom a dheimhniú 
don Teachta go bhfuil mo Roinnse tar éis maoiniú a cheadú don scoil i gceist chun cur ar chu-
mas na scoile cóiríocht bhuan a chur in áit na cóiríochta sealadaí atá ann faoi láthair.  Cuireadh 
an cinneadh seo in iúl d’údaráis na scoile i mí Lúnasa seo caite.

17/09/2014WRZZ02050School Accommodation

17/09/2014WRZZ021001423. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a new building for a school (details suppled) in County Kildare; when it is anticipated 
that the pupils and staff should be moved into this permanent accommodation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [34597/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy is aware, my 
Department’s over-riding objective is to ensure that every child has access to a physical school 
place and that our school system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers. This can 
necessitate the use of temporary accommodation, as in the case of the school in question, until 
the Department is in a position to provide a permanent building. In that regard, my Department 
is continuing to liaise with the school authorities concerned regarding their long term accom-
modation needs.

17/09/2014WRZZ02250Home Tuition Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRZZ023001424. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will be made pertaining to an application for home tuition 2014-15 (details supplied) in County 
Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34606/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy is aware 
the purpose of the Home Tuition Scheme is to provide a compensatory educational service for 
children who, for a number of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school. The 
scheme also provides a compensatory educational service for children with special educational 
needs seeking an educational placement. Provision is also made for early educational interven-
tion for children with autism.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that home tuition has been approved for the child in ques-
tion.

17/09/2014WRZZ02450Proposed Legislation
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17/09/2014WRZZ025001425. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the drafting of the education (admissions to schools) Bill; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [34609/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Government gave approval in March of this year for drafting the Education (Admissions to 
Schools) Bill 2014.  The General Scheme has since been referred to the Office of the Parliamen-
tary Counsel to the Government for drafting. Drafting of the Bill is currently underway.

The objective of the Admissions to School Bill is to provide an over-arching framework to 
ensure that how schools decide on who is enrolled and who is refused a place in schools is more 
structured, fair and transparent.

A key objective in designing the framework is to create greater confidence for parents that 
the admission criteria laid down by schools are legitimate, reasonable and fair.

17/09/2014WRZZ02650Student Grant Scheme Administration

17/09/2014WRZZ027001426. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views 
on the application process in respect of payment of Student Universal Support Ireland grants 
(details supplied); her plans to reform this process; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [34622/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I understand from SUSI that 
for the 2014/15 academic year it is currently in the awarding phase of the application process.

The initial phase, which was to assess all applications submitted to SUSI before the Au-
gust 1st deadline, was completed at the beginning of September.  Payments to students for the 
2014/15 academic year are due to commence in October 2014. SUSI must receive confirmation 
from the relevant institutions that students are registered on their course prior to being approved 
for payment. SUSI have issued award letters to thousands of students to date and will continue 
to do so throughout the coming weeks.

While it has to be acknowledged that Student Universal Support Ireland, (SUSI) the new 
single awarding authority had problems its first year of administration, the establishment of a 
single grant awarding body will serve our students better in the longer term and there are no 
plans at present to reform this process.

SUSI made significant improvements to its systems and procedures to streamline the grant 
application, processing and payment processes in 2013/14.

CDETB is focusing on continual improvement of service delivery, particularly in relation to 
process and systems in operation.

17/09/2014WRZZ02850Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2014WRZZ029001427. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on an 
application by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry to enable them progress their educa-
tion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34623/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that Special Schools funded by my Department are intended to cater for children and young 
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persons with special educational needs from 4 years until the end of the school year in which 
they reach their 18th year.

At that point, the Department of Health/Health Service Executive assumes direct responsi-
bility for young adults with special educational needs who are over 18 years. My Department, 
at that stage, may allocate resources towards an education component of such provision.

Special Schools may make an application to my Department to retain pupils over the age 
of 18 who are pursuing courses leading to accreditation at level 3 or above of the National 
Qualifications Framework (Junior Certificate/Leaving Certificate Applied/FETAC 3); for one 
additional year, in order to complete these courses.

Similarly, the DES may also provide sanction to special schools, subject to application, to 
retain a pupil for one additional year beyond the age of 18 to facilitate the transition of a pupil 
to adult services.

I understand that an application was made by the school concerned to retain the pupil re-
ferred to in this question for an extra year, last year, and that sanction was given to the school to 
retain this pupil for an additional year in school, for the 2013/14 school year.

This sanction was given for the 2013/14 school year on the basis that the pupil complete any 
course embarked on and transfer to adult services during the additional school year sanctioned 
for 2013/14.

The position in relation to an application to continue the education of the individual referred 
to by the Deputy for an additional school year is being examined by my Department.

Any changes which result from this examination will be notified to the Deputy.

17/09/2014WRZZ03050School Transport Eligibility

17/09/2014WRZZ031001428. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on 
whether it would be more appropriate to base eligibility for the school transport scheme on 
distance from the nearest education centre which is located on an existing bus route, rather than 
an education centre (details supplied) in County Cork which is inaccessible because it is not on 
an existing route; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34624/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ03200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are eli-
gible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attending 
their nearest education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to 
ethos and language.

In certain areas, families who choose to send their children to schools other than their near-
est diminish the chance of a service being established to their nearest school.

Families of eligible children, for whom there is no school transport service available, are 
eligible for the remote area grant towards the cost of making private transport arrangements.

The child referred to by the Deputy is not attending her nearest school and is therefore not 
eligible for school transport.

While it is the prerogative of parents to send their children to the school of their choice, 
eligibility for school transport is to the nearest school.
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Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only subject to a number of terms and conditions of the Post Primary Scheme.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis. 

17/09/2014WRZZ03250School Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRZZ033001429. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on the situ-
ation regarding school transport at a school (details supplied) in County Louth; and the alterna-
tives she has put in palace to rectify the situation for those school children adversely affected.  
[34652/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ03400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien Eng-
lish): The Deputy will be aware that under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School 
Transport Scheme children are eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 
kilometres from and are attending their nearest education centre as determined by my Depart-
ment/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.

The school transport scheme as it has operated at second level has a very restrictive ap-
proach to providing transport to other than the nearest school on the grounds of ethos. To pro-
vide transport in the circumstances set out by the Deputy would represent a significant change 
to the operation of the scheme with potentially wide ranging cost and other implications.

Given this fact, I have asked officials to consider this matter in its wider context and to 
revert to me in due course with their analysis. That said, the present position remains that I am 
unable to accede to the request for eligibility for transport provision in this case. 

  Question No. 1430 answered with Question No. 1360.

  Question No. 1431 answered with Question No. 1363.

17/09/2014WRZZ03650Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2014WRZZ037001432. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the proposed building project for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan; the cur-
rent status of this project; when the project is likely to proceed to the next stage; the timescale 
for construction; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34690/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project to which the 
Deputy refers is currently at Stage 2A (Developed Design) of the architectural planning pro-
cess. Upon completion of this stage, the project will be authorised to progress to Stage 2B 
(Detailed Design) which includes application for planning permission and the preparation of 
tender documents.

On completion of Stage 2b (Detailed Design), officials from my Department will contact 
the Board of Management with regard to the potential, at that time, for further progression of 
the project.

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to 
meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the 5 
year construction programme announced in March 2012.
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School building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have been 
initiated but not included in the current five year construction programme will continue to be 
progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being avail-
able to my Department in the future.

  Question No. 1433 answered with Question No. 1400.

17/09/2014WRZZ03950Student Grant Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WRZZ040001434. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an Student Universal Support Ireland application in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 17; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34695/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The decision on eligibility 
for a student grant is a matter in the first instance for the awarding authority.

The Deputy will appreciate that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be 
contained in an individual’s application in relation to nationality, residency, previous academic 
attainment and means, it would not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would 
qualify for a grant.

For student grants purposes, a student may be assessed as an independent student if he/she 
has attained the age of 23 on the 1st of January of the year of first entry to an approved post 
leaving certificate course or an approved higher education course or of re-entry to an approved 
course following a break in studies of at least three years, and is not ordinarily resident with his/
her parents from the previous 1 October. Otherwise he/she would continue to be assessed on 
the basis of his/her parents’ income. The awarding authorities are obliged to satisfy themselves 
beyond doubt that an acceptable degree of proof has been submitted by the grant applicant in 
establishing eligibility under all aspects of the schemes including independent residency. The 
onus is on the grant applicant to provide the necessary documentary evidence as requested by 
the relevant grant awarding authority.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to the appeals officer in SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals 
Board. The relevant appeal form is available to download from http://www.studentfinance.ie/
downloads/1375344221/2013_SGAB_appeal_form.pdf.

17/09/2014WRZZ04150School Transport Scheme

17/09/2014WRZZ042001435. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a grant 
available to purchase a bicycle under the school transport scheme; if this applies only in rural 
areas; the amount of this grant; when the last bicycle grant was paid; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [34722/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
There is no specific grant available to purchase a bicycle under the terms of my Department’s 
School Transport Scheme.
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17/09/2014WRZZ04350Special Educational Needs Staffing

17/09/2014WRZZ044001436. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of both 
principal and deputy principal allowances based on teacher numbers, her plans to give extra 
allowances to cover the number of special needs assistants-escorts in schools; the number of 
SNAs and escorts at primary level; her plans to increase the ancillary grant to schools to take 
into account the additional administration work associated with having SNAs escorts; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34728/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that 8,801 whole time equivalent SNA posts have been allocated to primary schools, including 
special schools, by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), for the start of the cur-
rent school year. The NCSE continues to receive applications for SNA support from schools 
and these are being processed by SENOs.

There are also currently 1,400 bus escorts employed to support pupils attending mainstream 
Primary, Post Primary and Special Schools. An Administration Allowance of 5% is included in 
the funding provided to schools in respect of the scheme.

An enhanced capitation grant is provided to special schools and schools operating special 
classes for children with special educational needs.

My Department has maintained, and in some areas increased the overall level of spending 
on provision for children with special educational needs in our schools, in recent years, despite 
a requirement to make expenditure reductions elsewhere. There are, however, no plans at this 
time to increase the level of such ancillary grants provided to schools.

I wish to advise the Deputy also that the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
undertook a thorough examination of the payment of all allowances in the public sector during 
2012.  Following this review of allowances, the Government approved a number of measures 
relating to public service allowances for new beneficiaries.  Subsequent to this review, the mat-
ter of allowances payable in the Education sector was the subject of an in-depth consideration 
by the Committee of Public Accounts (PAC) at its hearing on 24 October 2012.  All of the rel-
evant material in respect of all allowances payable in the Education sector was provided to the 
Committee, as part of this examination, and I understand that this material is still available on 
the PAC’s website.

There are no plans to extend the allocation of extra allowances, as set out in the Deputy’s 
question, at this time.

17/09/2014WRZZ04550School Transport Eligibility

17/09/2014WRZZ046001437. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills in relation to 
the post primary school transport scheme, if the eligibility rule requiring a pupil to live at least 
4.8 kilometres from the nearest school is set aside if there is no bus route to that nearest school 
but there is a bus route to another appropriate school; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [34743/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ04700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien Eng-
lish): As the Deputy is aware, under my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme, 
children are eligible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are 
attending their nearest education centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having 
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regard to ethos and language. The terms are applied equitably on a national basis.

In certain areas, families who choose to send their children to schools other than their near-
est diminish the chance of a service being established to their nearest school.

Children who are eligible for school transport but for whom no service is available may be 
eligible for the Remote Area Grant towards the cost of making private transport arrangements; 
details of this grant are available on the Department’s website at www.education.ie.

17/09/2014WRZZ04750School Transport Eligibility

17/09/2014WRZZ048001438. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Cavan will be able to avail of free transport to a second level school 
which the person has been attending since the commencement of the 2013-14 school year, in 
view of the fact that the nearest school to the person’s home was full and could not offer a place; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34746/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ04900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are eli-
gible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest 
education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language.

Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Department, has 
advised that the child in question is not attending his nearest education centre and is therefore 
not eligible for school transport.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply to Bus Éireann for transport 
on a concessionary basis subject to a number of a conditions including the availability of spare 
seats on an existing service and the payment of the annual charge. Bus Éireann has confirmed 
that there is a seat available on the existing service and the family should liaise with their local 
Bus Éireann office if they wish to avail of transport on a concessionary basis.

The family in question has not provided information to my Department on their application 
for enrolment in their nearest school. In cases where my Department is satisfied that the nearest 
school is full at the time of first enrolment, consideration may be given to granting eligibility 
for school transport to the next nearest school.

17/09/2014WRZZ04950Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRZZ050001439. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an educational grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [34763/14]

17/09/2014WRZZ05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Student Grant 
Scheme, an approved course is defined as a full-time undergraduate course of at least two years 
duration or a full-time postgraduate course of not less than one year duration pursued in an ap-
proved institution. In order to be considered for a grant a student is required, under Section 8 
(1)(b) of the Student Support Act 2011, to be pursuing a full-time course.

There are no plans at present to extend the scope of the student grant scheme to part-time 
courses, in the State or in another EU Member State.
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Tax relief is available for fees for part-time courses. Full details of this relief are available 
from the Revenue Commissioners.

17/09/2014WRAAA00150Pupil-Teacher Ratio

17/09/2014WRAAA002001440. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the 
position regarding school fees for Protestant schools (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [34765/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The issue raised by the 
Deputy is about seeking a reduction in the pupil teacher ratio for fee-charging Protestant sec-
ondary schools.

The Government’s focus in recent years has been on operating a budgetary programme that 
is designed to return the Government finances to a sustainable basis.

One aspect of the budgetary decisions was to increase the pupil teacher ratio for fee-charg-
ing schools. Fee-charging schools have the resources, through fees charged, to employ teachers 
privately, an option which is not available to schools in the free education scheme.

Given the current budgetary environment there is no scope in the short term to consider im-
provements to pupil teacher allocation ratios. My Department’s focus for the foreseeable future 
is on targeting any additional resources to cater for the continuing increase in demographics at 
all levels in the education system.

17/09/2014WRAAA00350Capitation Grants

17/09/2014WRAAA004001441. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
position regarding school secretaries and the reduction of their salaries when they are paid by 
individual schools (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34770/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The majority of primary 
and voluntary secondary schools in the Free Education Scheme now receive capitation grant 
assistance to provide for secretarial services. Within the capitation grant schemes, the level and 
extent of services provided is a matter for the school authorities who, through the discretion 
afforded under the scheme, apply diverse arrangements for secretarial services as resources 
permit. Secretaries employed by schools using grant funding are employees of the individual 
school and my Department therefore does not have any role in determining the pay and condi-
tions under which they are engaged. These are matters to be agreed between the staff concerned 
and the school authorities.

The Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No 2) Act 2009 determined the 
criteria for reducing the pay of public servants with effect from January 2010.  All persons 
employed by a recognised school or VEC/ETB are “public servants” within the meaning of the 
Act, regardless of the source of the money used to fund their salary, the lack of ability of any 
Minister or Department to determine on their appointment or set their pay rates and irrespective 
of whether they are eligible for, or members of, a public service pension scheme. The fact that 
such staff come within the definition of “public servant” solely for the purposes of the Act does 
not alter their employment status in any other respect.

Accordingly, my Department outlined in Circular 0070/2010 that adjustments in salary 
should be applied with effect from 1 January 2011, to all relevant staff including school secre-
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taries, in the employment of recognised schools or VECs, who were not already affected by the 
pay reductions introduced under the Act.  I understand that the case referred to by the Deputy 
is to be referred to the High Court, it would therefore be inappropriate for me to comment on 
the case at this time.

17/09/2014WRAAA00550Weight of Schoolbags

17/09/2014WRAAA006001442. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out her 
policy on school bags and the excessive weight that students in secondary schools are expected 
to carry; whether she has a health and safety policy on this issue; whether health and safety 
inspections take place on this issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34821/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The report of the Working 
Group on the Weight of School Bags recognised that many of the solutions to this issue belong 
at local school level and made various recommendations in this regard, such as optimum use of 
storage facilities, developing pupil organisation skills and timetabling.  My Department issued 
circulars to all primary and post-primary schools in 2005 to highlight the potential health hazard 
of overweight schoolbags and to outline a range of local measures that could be put in place to 
help alleviate the problem.  The circulars referred to the recommendations of the report. It is 
a matter for each individual school to determine which particular measures are most suited to 
its individual circumstances and to how the school concerned organises teaching and learning.  
The circulars (PC 13/05 and M35/05) and the report of the Working Group on the Weight of 
School Bags are available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

17/09/2014WRAAA00750Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2014WRAAA008001443. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the po-
sition regarding the proposed building project for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan; 
the stage this particular project is at; when it will proceed to the next stage; the estimated cost 
of the project; the timeframe for construction; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34824/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning 
(Stage 2(b) – Detailed Design). Details on the estimated cost of the project cannot be provided 
owing to commercial sensitivities.  Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital 
budget, imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of ad-
ditional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not pos-
sible to include this project in the 5-year construction programme announced in March 2012. 
School building projects which were previously initiated, but not included in the current 5-year 
construction programme, continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of 
the possibility of further funds being available to my Department in the future.

17/09/2014WRAAA00950School Funding

17/09/2014WRAAA010001444. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out her 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding fair funding of schools; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [34855/14]
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17/09/2014WRAAA01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that I have been in discussions with all the education partners, which included Pre-Budget mat-
ters.

I met with the Joint Managerial Body which represents all voluntary secondary schools, 
including fee charging schools.

I received their Pre-Budget 2015 submissions, which covered the matters raised by the 
Deputy.

The Deputy will appreciate that I cannot at this stage anticipate any specific decisions the 
Government may take in the next Budget.

17/09/2014WRAAA01150Pupil-Teacher Ratio

17/09/2014WRAAA012001445. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out her 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding pupil-teacher ratio; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [34861/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The issue raised by the 
Deputy is about seeking a reduction in the pupil teacher ratio for fee-charging Protestant sec-
ondary schools.  The Government’s focus in recent years has been on operating a budgetary 
programme that is designed to return the Government finances to a sustainable basis.

One aspect of the budgetary decisions was to increase the pupil teacher ratio for fee-charg-
ing schools. Fee-charging schools have the resources, through fees charged, to employ teachers 
privately, an option which is not available to schools in the free education scheme.

Given the current budgetary environment there is no scope in the short term to consider im-
provements to pupil teacher allocation ratios. My Department’s focus for the foreseeable future 
is on targeting any additional resources to cater for the continuing increase in demographics at 
all levels in the education system.

17/09/2014WRAAA01350School Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRAAA014001446. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will en-
sure that the transport service to a school (details supplied) in County Cavan will be restored in 
view of the difficulties caused for families by the withdrawal of this service, taking into account 
that the school draws its pupils from a wide catchment area; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34871/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Children are eligible for transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kms from and are attend-
ing their nearest national school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard 
to ethos and language.

A minimum number of 10 eligible children residing in a distinct locality, as determined by 
Bus Éireann, are required before consideration may be given to the establishment or retention 
of school transport services, provided this can be done within reasonable cost limits.

Bus Éireann has advised that the school transport service operating to the school in question 
was withdrawn for the 2014/15 school year as the number of children who were eligible for 
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transport had fallen below the minimum number required.

Families of eligible children, for whom there is no school transport service available, are 
eligible for the remote area grant towards the cost of making private transport arrangements.

The terms of the scheme are applied equitably on a national basis.

17/09/2014WRAAA01550Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRAAA016001447. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out 
the total number of new appointments made in her Department and those under her remit since 
March 2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed dur-
ing the period. [35119/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Following the introduction 
of the Government moratorium on Civil & Public Service recruitment in 2009 my Department 
approached the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform (D/PER) in relation to certain 
posts it considered essential in order to deliver key services to schools such as school inspec-
tions and educational psychological services and therefore many of the appointments included 
in the following table were to replace staff who had retired/resigned during the period under 
consideration. The requested information in respect of new appointments in my Department 
is set out in the following table which does not include secondments or redeployments to this 
Department.

The information requested in respect of bodies under the remit of my Department is cur-
rently being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Since March 2011
Grade New Appointments
Educational Psychologist 13
Post Primary Inspector 2
Solicitor (assigned on secondment basis 
from Chief State Solicitor’s office )

1

Ministerial appointees who have since left the Department in 2014
Grade New Appointments
Special Adviser 2
Personal Assistant 2
Personal Secretary 2
Civilian Drivers (Assigned to Minister and 
Minister of State)

4

2012
Grade New Appointments
Educational Psychologist 6
Post Primary Inspector 5
Primary District Inspector 5
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2013
Grade New Appointments
Shared Services Adviser 1
Programme Manager in Public Service 
Reform

1

Educational Psychologist 7

Ministerial appointee who has since left the Department in 2014
Driver Number
Civilian Driver 1

2014
Grade New Appointments
Administrative Officer Developers in Infor-
mation and Communications Technology 
(ICT)

5

Primary District Inspector 2
Educational Psychologist 3

Ministerial appointees
Grade New Appointments
Personal Assistant 2
Personal Secretaries 2
Special Advisers 2
Civilian Drivers 3

17/09/2014WRAAA01750Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

17/09/2014WRAAA018001448. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the num-
ber of public sector employees under her remit who are subject to a freeze on their increment 
payment in 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35133/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The arrangements provided 
for under the terms of the Haddington Road Agreement regarding the deferral of increments 
of teaching and non-teaching staff paid on payrolls operated by my Department are outlined in 
four Circulars issued by my Department.  The details for primary teachers are outlined in Cir-
cular 32/2013 and in 05/2014 for post primary teachers. Circular 34/2013 outlines the position 
for special needs assistants and Circular 35/2013 outlines the details for caretakers and clerical 
officers.  In the case of Special Needs assistants, only staff who were employed prior to 1/1/11 
and who are reaching the maximum of the salary scale or being awarded the long service incre-
ment will be subject to the 3 month deferral as all other points on the salary scale are less than 
€35,000.

The data as requested by the Deputy is being collated and I will arrange for it to be for-
warded to him.

17/09/2014WRAAA01950Departmental Staff Redeployment
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17/09/2014WRAAA020001449. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the 
number of civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in her Department on career 
break at the time of the Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old 
positions; of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the 
number who availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their 
employment; the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after 
being on redeployment lists for over one year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[35144/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Teachers and SNAs return-
ing from career breaks return to the school in which they were working before they went on 
career break.

The position in relation to the other 20,000 employees in the education sector depends on 
the policies and arrangements in place in each of the employments in which they work.  In this 
regard it should be noted that the Haddington Road Agreement did not provide for any change 
to the position of staff in the education sector as regards their right to return to their old posi-
tions when returning from career break.

17/09/2014WRAAA02150Aitheantas Scoileanna

17/09/2014WRAAA022001450. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cad é 
an staid maidir le Gaelcholáiste Phort Láirge faoi láthair. [34156/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Is mian liom a chur in iúl 
don Teachta go bhfuil an scoil i gceist ag feidhmiú faoi láthair agus aitheantas sealadach aici.  
Tá iarratas ar aitheantas buan faighte ag mo Roinnse ó lucht bainistíochta na scoile.  Táthar ag 
breithniú an iarratais seo faoi láthair agus cuirfear an cinneadh in iúl d’údaráis na scoile nuair a 
bheidh an próiseas seo curtha i gcrích.

17/09/2014WRAAA02350Voluntary Sector Funding

17/09/2014WRAAA024001451. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government to outline his plans to address the problem faced by 26 voluntary dis-
ability and health groups that have lost their State funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32971/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA025001472. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to outline his plans to reverse the decision which saw the Neurological Alliance of 
Ireland have its funding application refused on the grounds that the persons it represents were 
deemed not to constitute a disadvantaged group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33012/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA026001474. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will confirm that funding for Deaf Village Ireland which funded the 
advocacy group Deaf Forward, part of the Irish Deaf Society, under the scheme to support na-
tional organisations has been reduced; when the funding is likely to be reinstated; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33032/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA027001477. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to outline the position regarding the funding of an organisation (details supplied); 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33053/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA028001480. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government to explain the reason all 11 neurological organisations which 
applied for funding in the allocations for the 2014-16 round of schemes to support national 
organisations were all turned down; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33074/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA029001481. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for the Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government to explain how he plans to minimise the impact on the thousands of 
persons who use the services of Muscular Dystrophy Ireland, whose funding has been cut; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33075/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA030001482. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for the Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government to explain how he plans to minimise the impact on the thousands of 
persons who use the services of the Huntingdon’s Disease Association, whose funding has been 
cut; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33077/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA031001483. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government to explain how he plans to minimise the impact on the thousands 
of persons who use the services of the Irish Deaf Society, whose funding has been cut; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33079/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA032001486. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will confirm that funding for Deaf Village Ireland under the scheme to 
support national organisations has been reduced; when the funding is likely to be reinstated; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33123/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA033001528. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will revisit and reverse the decision not to allocate funding to the Irish 
Motor Neurone Disease Association under the scheme to support national organisations 2014-
16; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33774/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA034001597. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if the review of the scheme to support national organisations has commenced, as 
announced when he restored funding to a number of organisations; if the findings of the review 
will be published and outlined in adequate time before the end of the current funding arrange-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34704/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1451, 1472, 1474, 1477, 1480 to 1483, inclusive, 1486, 
1528 and 1597 together.

The funding scheme to support national organisations in the community and voluntary sec-
tor aims to provide multi-annual funding to national organisations towards core costs associated 
with the provision of services. Applications for a new round of funding, which commenced on 1 
July 2014, were subject to an appraisal process.  My predecessor was anxious to make funding 
available to as many organisations as possible within the prevailing resource constraints and 
approved 55 applications for funding for the two-year period from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2016.

While it was known that the existing scheme was ending on 30 June 2014 and applica-
tions were sought for the new scheme with no guarantee of continued funding, it is clear that 
organisations had become increasingly dependent on this funding. Against that background, I 
announced, on 18 July 2014, the allocation of bridging funding of €1.4 m to a number of previ-
ously funded health, disability and other organisations for a twelve month period, pending the 
carrying out of a review of the public funding of national organisations in the health and dis-



Questions - Written Answers

814

ability sector. My Department has now commenced a process of engagement with the Depart-
ment of Health in order to advance the review, which is being undertaken in agreement with 
my colleague, the Minister of State at the Department of Health with Special Responsibility for 
Primary Care, Mental Health and Disability. The review is designed to rationalise the funding 
of these organisations to ensure efficiency in the use of public money and avoidance of dupli-
cation, while providing appropriate support to organisations working in the sector. Following 
on from the initial contacts with the Department of Health, my officials have now started the 
process of engagement with that Department with a view to provision of appropriate support 
to organisations beyond June 2015. It is intended to complete and publish the outcome of the 
review in due course.

This bridging funding in 2014/2015 is a once-off transitional arrangement and will en-
able organisations to plan for their future, whether with or without State support, such as that 
provided under the Scheme to Support National Organisations. Details of transitional funding 
allocations are set out in the following table.

- Bridging Funding for 12 months 
Arthritis Ireland 53,882.00 
Asperger Syndrome Association of Ireland 
Ltd 

41,448.00 

Asthma Society of Ireland 41,448.00 
Breaking Through Limited 58,028.00 
Chronic Pain Ireland Limited 37,304.00 
Dyslexia Association of Ireland 62,172.00 
Genetic and Inherited Disorders Organisa-
tion Ltd 

16,580.00 

GROW in Ireland 16,580.00 
Huntington’s Disease Association of Ireland 
Limited 

19,066.00 

Irish Deaf Society The National Association 
of the Deaf Limited 

62,172.00 

Irish Heart Foundation 41,448.00 
Irish Mountain Rescue Association 58,028.00 
Irish National Council of Attention Deficit 
Disorder Support (INCADDS) 

33,158.00 

Irish Stammering Association 24,868.00 
graine Association of Ireland Ltd 29,014.00 
Motor Neuron disease Association 24,868.00 
MOVE Ireland 41,448.00 
Muintir na Tíre 70,462.00 
Muscular Dystrophy Ireland 37,304.00 
National Association for Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus Ireland Limited 

37,304.00 

National Association for Youth Drama Ltd 29,014.00 
New Communities Partnership (NCP) Ltd 74,606.00 
Peter Bradley Foundation Limited 41,448.00 
Post Polio Support Group Limited 24,868.00 
Safe Ireland 74,606.00 
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- Bridging Funding for 12 months 
Show Racism The Red Card Limited 29,014.00 
Suas Educational Development 37,304.00 
The Alzheimer Society of Ireland 62,172.00 
The Carers Association Limited 62,172.00 
The Multiple Sclerosis Society of Ireland 49,738.00 
The Neurological Alliance of Ireland 49,738.00 
The Union of Voluntary Organisations of 
People with Disabilities 

45,592.00 

Total 1,386,854.00 

17/09/2014WRAAA03550Nitrates Action Programme Implementation

17/09/2014WRAAA036001452. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to set out the number of prosecutions that have been made in County Waterford 
and nationally since the promulgation into Irish law of the nitrates directive. [33001/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Nitrates Directive is given legal effect by the European Union (Good Agricultural 
Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2014, known as the ‘Nitrates Regulations’. Lo-
cal authorities, acting under the general supervision of the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), are the competent authorities for enforcing the Nitrates Regulations. The EPA collates 
and publishes data on enforcement activity.

To date, no prosecutions have been taken by Waterford County Council under these regula-
tions. A total of 27 prosecutions have been initiated nationwide since 2007.

A significant number of non-compliance issues are resolved without the need for judicial 
sanction. Where instances of non-compliance are recorded during farm inspections, the EPA 
has instructed local authorities to take appropriate enforcement actions. Local authorities are 
also obliged under the Nitrates Regulations to cross-report non-compliances to the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, who may impose a financial penalty on a land owner’s 
agricultural payments.

17/09/2014WRAAA03725Rental Accommodation Scheme Expenditure

17/09/2014WRAAA037501453. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to outline the aggregate annual costs and cost per household from 2008 to 
2013 to the Exchequer of accommodating households on the housing waiting list in private 
rental accommodation through the rental accommodation scheme; and the average net annual 
cost per household to the State for those accommodated in local authority housing over the 
same period. [33043/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is a targeted scheme catering for the ac-
commodation needs of persons in receipt of Rent Supplement from the Department of Social 
Protection, generally for more than 18 months, and who are assessed as having a long-term 
housing need.

From its inception in 2004 up to the end of June 2014 expenditure totalling some €707.1 
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million has been incurred under the scheme, while some 49,788 households with a long-term 
housing need have been transferred from Rent Supplement to RAS and other social housing 
solutions.

Transfers from rent supplement are made up of private transfers (that is private rented ac-
commodation provided by private landlords), transfers to voluntary housing and transfers to 
local authority housing.

The following table sets out the total annual expenditure, the total numbers transferred from 
Rent Supplement between 2008 and end June 2014, and the number of those who transferred to 
Private Rented Accommodation.

Year Annual Expenditure Annual Total No. of 
Transfers

Transfers to Private Rented 
Accommodation

2008 €53,025,430 6,915 3,012 
2009 €83,394,513 6,802 3,355 
2010 €100,076,430 6,609 3,642 
2011 €115,917,365 6,337 3,630 
2012 €125,429,966 5,451 2,956 
2013 €130,886,608 4,701 2,397 
end JUN 2014 €63,914,366 1,877 1,003 

In the same period, 14,979 households were transferred from Rent Supplement to Local 
Authority Social Housing and 3,718 to Approved Housing Body accommodation.

The annual expenditure figures in the table above include recoupments to local authorities 
for the contracted rents due to landlords (market rents), the prescribed Rent Supplement limits 
for approved housing bodies, administration costs (annual recurring costs and once off costs 
accrue depending on the housing solution), deposits on newly acquired accommodation and 
payments made in respect of additional units supplied under the Social Partnership Agreement 
Towards 2016.

My Department does not hold data on the amount directly paid by authorities to private 
landlords in respect of individual lettings under the scheme. However, based on data provided 
by local authorities, the average monthly rent paid under the scheme in the years 2008 - 2013 is 
set out in the following table, broken down by different types of units:

Year 1 bed unit 2 bed unit 3 bed unit 4 bed unit
2008 €580 €708 €781 €868 
2009 €522 €619 €707 €771 
2010 €496 €590 €670 €733 
2011 €479 €563 €646 €710 
2012 €467 €557 €639 €709 
2013 €499 €569 €651 €708 

The following table shows the number of housing units provided and the funding recouped 
to housing authorities for the provision of social housing units by means of construction and 
acquisition over the years 2008 to 2013.



17 September 2014

817

Year Number of Units Expenditure
2008 5,692 €978.6m 
2009 4,089 €670.6m 
2010 2,178 €417.5m 
2011 819 €189.2m 
2012 714 €116.9m 
2013 546 €83.3m 

17/09/2014WRAAA03850Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Administration

17/09/2014WRAAA039001454. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider changes in the payment of penalties on the non-principal 
private residence scheme in respect of extending the closing date; the circumstances in which 
payments will be waived or reduced; if persons with second properties here but living outside 
the country could have a waiver or reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33713/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA040001455. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to set out the circumstances in which the penalties of the non-principal 
private residence payments will be waived or reduced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33714/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA041001456. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to detail the total outstanding arrears and interest due on the non-principal 
private residence charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33740/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA042001459. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will request a review of the administration of the non-principal 
private residence charge; and, in particular, if he will examine how local authorities have in-
terpreted the definition of a second home in determining liability for the charge such that some 
individuals and families who had been forced to move out of their own homes due to financial 
hardship in the past number of years have been deemed to be liable to pay the charge even 
though they own only one property.  [34287/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA044001460. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will request a review of the administration of the non-principal 
private residence charge; and, in particular, if he will examine how local authorities have in-
terpreted the definition of a second home in determining liability for the charge such that some 
individuals and families who had been forced to move out of their only homes due to financial 
hardship in recent years have been deemed to be liable to pay the charge. [34288/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA047001462. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if, with regard to the non-principal private residence charge, he is aware 
that many families have been placed under an extreme burden which was not intended by the 
introduction of the charge; if he is aware that many families who have owned only one property 
in the State but, due to either living abroad or for other reasons of financial insecurity, have not 
resided in it and are liable for the charge; the number of families living abroad who are expected 
to be aware of a self-declaratory tax that was only advertised here; if he will consider updating 
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the regulations surrounding the implementation of the NPPR; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35039/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA044501548. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason there was no clear and adequate notification given on the changes 
to the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 and the amended Local Government (Household 
Charge) Act 2011 which have affected many economic migrants; if he will provide an explana-
tion of the penalty charges which have penalised many Irish migrants (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [34049/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA045001576. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government with regard to the significant number of people who were only made aware 
of their NPPR liability when issued with a penalty notice to set out his views on a temporary 
waiver for penalty charges in this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34365/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA046001619. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to explain his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the non-
principal private residence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34856/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA04800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1454 to 1456, inclusive, 1459, 1460, 1462, 1548, 1576 
and 1619 together.

The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative basis for 
the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge. The NPPR Charge, which has since been discon-
tinued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property in which the owner did not 
reside as their normal place of residence. The self-assessed charge is set at €200 per annum and 
liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties. Section 6 
of the 2009 Act, as amended, provides that the owner of a liable property who fails to pay the 
charge, in addition to his or her being liable to pay the charge, is liable to pay to the relevant 
local authority a €20 late payment fee in respect of each month or part of a month in which the 
charge, any late payment fee, or any part of such charge or fee, remains unpaid.

Part 12 of The Local Government Reform Act 2014, deals with the collection of undis-
charged liabilities relating to the NPPR charge. The Act provided for a period from 2 March 
2014 to 31 August 2014 during which time no new late penalties were applied to existing li-
abilities. If payment was not made in full or if settlement terms were not agreed by the end of 
that period, an additional late payment fee of €120 per liability date applied on 1 September 
2014. As the Charge applied in each of the years from 2009 to 2013, there were five liability 
dates – 31 July 2009 and 31 March for each of the years 2010 to 2013.  In addition to this late 
payment fee to be applied per liability date, the entire NPPR liability is then increased by a fac-
tor of 50% and frozen. There are no plans to revise this legislation.

A residential property not in use by an owner as his or her sole or main residence is liable for 
the Charge. This may not necessarily be a second home; a person may have vacated a property 
and be living in rented accommodation elsewhere for work or other reasons, for example, and, 
in such a case, the property that the owner is no longer living in is liable for the Charge, even if 
it is the only residential property that person owns. It is a matter for an owner, whether resident 
in Ireland or elsewhere, to determine if he or she has a liability and, if so, to declare that liability 
and pay the Charge and any late payment fees applicable.

My Department undertook an initial media campaign when the NPPR Charge was first 
introduced in 2009. Nationwide advertising has also taken place in each year since the intro-
duction of the Charge under the auspices of the local authorities to ensure general awareness 
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of the Charge and the liability dates. In addition, local authorities have undertaken their own 
advertising campaigns locally. The NPPR Project Board, in conjunction with individual local 
authorities, undertook a media campaign this year aimed at reminding non-compliant owners 
that additional late payment penalties applied after 31 August 2014. The extensive radio and 
print media campaign reminded non-compliant owners of their obligations to come forward to 
regularise their affairs and to take advantage of this once-off grace period. While it is a nec-
essary principle of law that all citizens are required to be aware of relevant legal obligations 
and duties in respect of such charges, as is the case in other jurisdictions, it remains my view 
that reasonable efforts have been made to ensure that property owners have been aware of the 
Charge and liability dates.

Under section 77 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 my Department issued guid-
ance to local authorities concerning matters relating to arrears of the NPPR Charge and late 
payment fees to ensure that a consistent national approach is adopted. The guidelines, which 
are available at http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/LocalGovernment/Administration/
FileDownLoad,37899,en.pdf, encourage local authorities to take a proactive approach to en-
sure that any outstanding NPPR liabilities are discharged in the most equitable, efficient and 
economically beneficial manner. It is expected, in the majority of cases, that local authorities 
will collect the full NPPR Charge liability from owners. In some cases, this may be by means 
of arrangement by instalment. The Act places the Charge under the care and management of 
the local authorities and application in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local 
authority.  All non-compliant owners to should log on to www.nppr.ie or, alternatively, contact 
their local authority to discuss any matters they wish to clarify and to make their outstanding 
payments.

17/09/2014WRAAA05150Library Services Provision

17/09/2014WRAAA053001457. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to set out the number of libraries nationally that have had to cut the number 
of days per week that they are open to the public due to the recruitment embargo - some librar-
ies are now only open three days per week; her views on whether this is acceptable in view of 
the fact that front-line services were not to be affected by the embargo; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33947/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA05400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 30 on today’s Order Paper which sets out the position 
in this matter.

My Department does not collate the specific information sought.

17/09/2014WRAAA05425Banking Sector Regulation

17/09/2014WRAAA054501458. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to set out the steps he will take to protect from eviction the tenants living in 
the homes that are part of Ulster Bank’s sale of non-performing home loans, Project Aran; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33987/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA05475Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 regulates the landlord-tenant relationship in the private 
rented residential sector and sets out the rights and obligations of landlords and tenants relating 
to, inter alia, security of tenure and the termination of tenancies. The Private Residential Tenan-
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cies Board (PRTB) was established as an independent statutory body under the Act to operate 
a national tenancy registration system and to resolve disputes between landlords and tenants.

The requirements for the valid termination of a tenancy by a landlord are set out in Parts 4 
and 5 of the Act. Where a tenancy has lasted more than 6 months and less than 4 years, the land-
lord must state in the termination notice the reason the tenancy is being terminated. Grounds 
for termination include that the landlord intends to sell the dwelling within the next 3 months. 
Notice periods for the termination of a tenancy by the landlord vary depending on the letting 
agreement in place and the duration of the tenancy. Notice periods of up to 112 days are pro-
vided for under the Act.

Where there is a dispute regarding the appropriate period of notice to be given in respect of a 
tenancy or the validity of a notice of termination, it may be referred to the PRTB for resolution.

Questions Nos. 1459 and 1460 answered with Question No. 1454.

17/09/2014WRAAA05650Litter Pollution

17/09/2014WRAAA057001461. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to explain the position regarding litter (details supplied) in County Dublin; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34791/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA05800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department provides extensive support to local authorities to enable them to discharge 
their statutory obligations under the Litter Pollution Act 1997 (as amended) and Waste Man-
agement Act 1996 (as amended). Data available under the National Litter Pollution Monitoring 
System show that the proportion of areas surveyed in 2013 deemed to be completely unpolluted 
stands at 12.2%, the highest level achieved since monitoring began. This demonstrates clearly 
that the efforts to tackle litter are paying dividends.

In March 2014, my predecessor announced the provision of €850,000 in grants from the 
Environment Fund to local authorities under the 2014 Anti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti Awareness 
Grant Scheme. As in previous years, the scheme enables local authorities to provide funding 
support for appropriate local public education and awareness initiatives in relation to both litter 
and graffiti.

In 2012, a once-off grant allocation was provided to assist local authorities improve enforce-
ment in the area of fly tipping and small-scale illegal dumping. It was intended that these grants 
should be utilised to assist in the deployment of staff and the purchase of appropriate equipment 
to tackle the problem of fly tipping and small-scale illegal dumping in known problem areas 
within their functional areas. A total sum of €750,000 was allocated to the 34 local authorities 
under the scheme. Measures eligible for funding included the purchase of mobile CCTV equip-
ment and associated signage/dummy boxes, training and deployment for local authority staff 
and the employment of external CCTV contractors.

Also during 2012, my Department entered into a negotiated agreement with the National 
Newspapers of Ireland (NNI) to mount a national litter campaign in the print media, aimed spe-
cifically at tackling the issues of littering and illegal dumping. The NNI made available, free of 
charge, €500,000 worth of advertising space to raise awareness of the damaging effects that fly 
tipping and small-scale illegal dumping have on our environment and our economy, particularly 
on the tourism and agriculture sectors. Advertisements appeared in national, regional and local 
newspapers and magazines over the course of the peak summer period, highlighting the impact 
of illegal dumping and providing information for people to report illegal dumping activity to the 
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Environment Protection Agency’s lo-call hotline number 1850 365 121.

In relation to the possibility of examining mechanisms by which the names of offenders 
under the Litter Pollution Act might be published in a ‘name and shame’ context, the Data Pro-
tection Commissioner previously contacted my Department regarding the publication, by local 
authorities, of the names and addresses of individuals convicted under the Litter Pollution Acts 
and advised that this activity would be in direct contravention of the Data Protection Act and its 
principles without specific legal provision being made. However, under section 21 of the Fines 
Act 2010, a provision is already in place to allow the Courts Service itself to make public a list 
of names of persons who fail to pay fines on time.

  Question No. 1462 answered with Question No. 1454.

17/09/2014WRAAA06050Library Services Provision

17/09/2014WRAAA061001463. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if County Cavan will retain its county library service and headquarters; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34914/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA062001464. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if County Monaghan will regain its county library service and headquarters; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34915/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA063001523. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government to explain the position on the sharing of library services between counties 
Laois and Offaly; if a ministerial order or legislation is required to deal with this; the criteria as 
to which local authority will be the lead authority; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33712/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA06400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1463, 1464 and 1523 together.

Opportunities for All, a Strategy for Public Libraries 2013-2017, recommends “a review 
of existing organisation structures … to establish stronger, more effective and efficient public 
libraries in the context of local government reform and shared services and new opportunities 
afforded by the strategy outcomes”.

A working group was established to examine the potential for shared services in the public 
library service.  The working group determined that the current structures in terms of organisa-
tion, workforce and service delivery are in need of reform in order for the public library ser-
vice to be in a position to maximise service delivery opportunities and achieve best outcomes 
in terms of effectiveness, efficiency and customer service. The key challenge in the present 
structure is the need for the creation of scale for existing library authorities.  In order to achieve 
this, the Working Group determined that a new shared services structure for library authori-
ties should be established, with a minimum population target of 100,000 as an appropriate 
basis for determining a libraries’ shared services structure, including Laois/ Offaly and Cavan/
Monaghan, library services, delivering single management structures with consequent resource 
efficiencies.

The establishment of shared services arrangements for local authorities is already provided 
for under the Local Government Acts 1925 to 2014.

The principles for the finalisation of the identified shared services have been approved by 
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the County and City Management Association and my Department and it is a matter for local 
decision as to which local authority would be the lead library authority in individual shared 
service arrangements.

17/09/2014WRAAA06450Property Taxation Yield

17/09/2014WRAAA065001465. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if local authorities will retain surplus property tax revenue raised in their area 
into the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34564/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA06600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department has advised local authorities of their provisional Local Property Tax al-
locations from the Local Government Fund for 2015. 80% of LPT will be retained locally to 
fund vital public services in 2015. The remaining 20% will be re-distributed to provide top-up 
funding to certain local authorities that have lower property tax bases due to the variance in 
property values across the State.

Local Property Tax was introduced to provide an alternative, stable and sustainable fund-
ing base for the local authority sector, providing greater levels of connection between local 
revenue raising and associated expenditure decisions. Given that local authorities vary signifi-
cantly from one another in terms of size, population, public service demands, infrastructure and 
income sources, the Government has decided that no local authority will receive less income 
from LPT in 2015 than they received from the Local Government Fund in 2014. Certain local 
authorities, with stronger property bases, will receive greater levels of funding from local reten-
tion of LPT in 2015 than they received from the Local Government Fund in 2014.

The Government has decided that these latter local authorities will use this surplus funding 
in two ways, with a portion available for their own discretionary purposes and the remainder, 
if any, to fund some services in the Housing and Roads areas for which they currently receive 
Central Government funding. The portion that will be retained for discretionary purposes will 
be an amount equal to 20% of the total expected LPT income in the relevant local authority area 
(before any decision to vary rates) or, in the case where that surplus will be less than 20%, the 
full amount. It will be a matter for the individual local authorities to decide how to spend that 
discretionary funding.

I have advised local authorities of their individual provisional LPT allocations for 2015. 
This information has been provided at this early stage in the budget process for 2015 in order 
to ensure that local authorities have sufficient detail available to inform their decision-making 
in respect of LPT rate variation for 2015 which must be completed and notified to the Revenue 
Commissioners by 30 September 2014.

Matters relating to equalisation levels and methods for future years will be reviewed as 
necessary and appropriate.

17/09/2014WRAAA06650Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

17/09/2014WRAAA067001466. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has raised with local authorities the collection of the non-principal private 
residence tax; his plans to revise the non-principal private residence tax timeframe of charges; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34565/14]
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17/09/2014WRAAA06800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative basis for 
the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge. The NPPR Charge, which has since been discon-
tinued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property in which the owner did not 
reside as their normal place of residence. The NPPR Charge is based on self-declaration and 
therefore the onus is on the property owner themselves to register their property and make the 
payment. The 2009 Act places the Charge under the care and management of the local authori-
ties and application in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local authority.

Part 12 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 deals with the collection of undischarged 
liabilities relating to the NPPR charge. The Act provided for a period from 2 March 2014 to 
31 August 2014, during which time no new late penalties were applied to existing liabilities. If 
payment was not made in full or if settlement terms were not agreed by the end of that period, 
an additional late payment fee of €120 per liability date applied on 1 September 2014. As the 
Charge applied in each of the years from 2009 to 2013, there were five liability dates – 31 July 
2009 and 31 March for each of the years 2010 to 2013. In addition to this late payment fee to 
be applied per liability date, the entire NPPR liability is then increased by a factor of 50% and 
frozen. There are no plans to revise this legislation.

Under section 77 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014, my Department issued guid-
ance to local authorities concerning matters relating to arrears of the NPPR charge and late 
payment fees to ensure that a consistent national approach is adopted. The guidelines encourage 
local authorities to take a proactive approach to ensure that any outstanding NPPR liabilities are 
discharged in the most equitable, efficient and economically beneficial manner. It is expected, 
in the majority of cases, that local authorities will collect the full NPPR charge liability from 
owners. In some cases, this may be by means of arrangement by instalment. All non-compliant 
owners should log on to www.nppr.ie or, alternatively, contact their local authority to discuss 
any matters they wish to clarify and to make their outstanding payments.

17/09/2014WRAAA06850Local Authority Housing Maintenance

17/09/2014WRAAA069001467. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to outline the position regarding funding for tenants of Wicklow County 
Council for urgent renovation and improvements to their houses (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32977/14]

17/09/2014WRAAA07000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I recently allocated to local authorities almost €8 million in funding for once-off adapta-
tion works for extensions and adaptations to social housing to support people with a disability. 
Wicklow County Council was assigned €403,628 of this overall allocation. It is now a matter 
for each local authority to prioritise the works to be advanced under these measures.

17/09/2014WRBBB00150Water Meters Installation

17/09/2014WRBBB002001468. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to set out the number of water meters that have been installed by local authorities, 
his Department and Irish Water over the past two years; and the cost of the works involved. 
[33004/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB003001491. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government to set out his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding Irish 
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Water; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33157/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB004001511. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if a study has been conducted to assess the average water pressure in domestic 
homes before the introduction of metering; and likely nature of the average pressure after the 
installation of meters. [33404/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB005001603. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government to outline the districts and parishes in the new Dáil Éireann constituency 
of Dublin Bay North in which water meters have been installed to date; and the future plans of 
Irish Water in rolling out water meters throughout Dublin Bay North. [34750/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB006001604. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government to detail the number of water meters that have been installed in each 
constituency throughout the country. [34751/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1468, 1491, 1511, 1603 and 1604 together.

The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigned the necessary powers to allow 
Irish Water to undertake the water metering programme.

The meter installation programme commenced in August 2013 and will be completed by 
mid-2016. There are now over 400,000 completed meter installations and Irish Water has con-
firmed that the cost for the supply and installation of meters is €539 million ex VAT.  Four re-
gional main contractors covering eight meter regions were appointed by Irish Water following a 
public tendering process in 2013. My Department does not have information to provide a break-
down of installations at county, constituency, district or parish level. However, a breakdown of 
the installations by region is set out in the following table.

Meter installations by region
Region All North 

West 
West South 

West 
North 
East 

Dublin 
City 

Mid-
lands 

County 
Dublin 

South 
East 

Meter 403,107 46,342 41,278 42,354 49,687 46,818 61,492 72,652 42,484 

In designing the technical specification for the metering programme, Irish Water has drawn 
both from international standards and from extensive local experience of the installation of 
both Grade B and Grade C meter box covers over the last 12 years. While it is a matter for Irish 
Water to comply with all national and European legislation in the discharge of its functions, the 
company has confirmed to my Department that it is satisfied that the selection and fitting of the 
boundary water meter boxes fully complies with international standards.  Irish Water monitors 
the installations by its contractors and can require the installation of a Grade B meter box if it 
is deemed necessary, as has happened in the particular case highlighted. It is important to note 
that this was a matter agreed between Irish Water and the customer in question and there was 
no Court ruling on the matter.

Irish Water has informed my Department that it is carrying out a specific study in one DMA 
(District Metering Area) in Collinswood, Dublin 9 to assess the impact of the meter installation 
on flow and pressure. Meters used by Irish Water comply with the International Organization of 
Legal Metrology (OIML) standard, OIML R49-1, which permits a pressure drop of 0.63 bars 
at the maximum flow rate of 2,500 litres per hour. This is considered to be higher than would 
ever be expected in a household supply. At most of the typical range of flows, 85% of which are 
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up to 1,000 litres per hour to Irish homes, the drop in pressure across a water meter is less than 
0.1 bar and is insignificant against a normal minimum target pressure of 1.5 bar.  Therefore, the 
meters being used have been shown to result in a pressure drop which is not significant in terms 
of customer pressure at normal flows and well within the international standard for such meters.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. They may be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by 
telephone on 1890 278 278.

17/09/2014WRBBB00750Housing Issues

17/09/2014WRBBB008001469. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to detail the number of social housing units and the number of private housing 
units that have been constructed in Waterford city and County in each of the past five years. 
[33005/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My Department publishes a wide range of housing statistics. Data on the number of 
private and social housing units constructed in Waterford City and County are available on my 
Department’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Statisticsan-
dRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/FileDownLoad,15293,en.xls by clicking “Qtrly house 
completions by sector and local authority 1994 to date” under the House Building heading.

17/09/2014WRBBB00950Local Authority Housing Provision

17/09/2014WRBBB010001470. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will grant funding to Longford County Council for works that are proposed 
for Willow Park halting site; and whether it is proposed to provide eight new bays at a cost of 
approximately €1 million. [33007/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In accordance with the provisions of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, 
statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers and the 
preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation Pro-
grammes, designed to meet these needs, rests with individual housing authorities.

My Department is in contact with Longford County Council concerning their proposals for 
the Willow Park Halting Site. There are technical and other challenges in relation to this site, 
including flooding difficulties and these are to be addressed by the Council in their response to 
my Department, which is awaited.

17/09/2014WRBBB01150Fire Stations Upgrade

17/09/2014WRBBB012001471. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will grant funding for an extension to Longford town fire station at a cost 
of €450,000 - the application for funding was made by Longford County Council. [33008/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
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premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Act 1981. 
My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, providing a central 
training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and providing 
capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.

Provision was made for the construction of an extension to Longford fire station in 2007 and 
approval-in-principle was conveyed to Longford County Council to proceed with the prepara-
tion of design drawings and a cost plan. The project progressed to tender stage in 2009, and a 
total of €43,081 was recouped by my Department to Longford County Council in relation to 
fees incurred.

In 2010, given constraints on public finances and the fact that Longford County Council 
was also seeking financial support for the construction of a new fire station at Lanesboro, my 
Department requested the Council to determine its order of priority in relation to both projects. 
The Council confirmed in July 2010 that the Lanesboro fire station project was the number 
one priority on their list of capital works. The project to construct a new two - bay fire station 
at Lanesboro was approved and is on-going. To date my Department has recouped costs of 
€365,984 to Longford County Council for costs incurred on the construction of the Lanesboro 
project.

Given the on-going constraints on public finances, further support from my Department’s 
Fire Services Capital Programme to proceed with an extension to the fire station in Longford 
Town will have regard to national priorities, the totality of requests from fire authorities coun-
trywide, Longford County Council’s priorities, the extent of current and previous investment 
in Longford fire service, the value for money offered by proposals and the status of existing 
facilities having regard to risk categorisation.

Question No. 1472 answered with Question No. 1451.

17/09/2014WRBBB01450Voluntary Sector Funding

17/09/2014WRBBB015001473. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form the organisations, groups, advocacy ser-
vices and so on that received funding from Pobal for 2013 to 2014 and the amounts received by 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33013/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department supports the Community and Voluntary Sector in its contribution to an 
active, democratic and pluralist society through a number of schemes. There is a particular 
focus on supporting communities that are vulnerable, disadvantaged or under threat. Pobal, a 
not-for-profit organisation, manages a significant proportion of funding on behalf of my Depart-
ment under the Local Community and Development Programme (LCDP) and under Dormant 
Accounts.  Two other schemes, Community and Voluntary Grants and Community CCTV are 
closed and payments in 2 013 and 2014 under these programmes are small, residual payments 
only. The following table provides details of funding paid by Pobal on behalf of my Department 
to beneficiary organisations in 2013 and to 11 September in 2014.

Programme: Local Community Development Programme  - - 
Payments to Partnerships 2013 To 11 Sept 

2014 
Rathmines Information & Community Services 689,027 502,861 
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Programme: Local Community Development Programme  - - 
Payments to Partnerships 2013 To 11 Sept 

2014 
South & East Cork Area Development Ltd 463,152 347,364 
IRD Duhallow 387,147 290,360 
Ballyhoura Development Ltd 444,994 333,738 
North & East Kerry Leader Partnership 1,251,178 916,808 
South West Mayo Development Company 478,882 358,732 
Comhar na nOilean Teo 526,999 395,432 
Breffni Integrated Ltd. 739,937 492,866 
County Kilkenny LEADER Partnership 606,126 455,158 
Ballyfermot Partnership 620,583 462,354 
Ballymun Partnership 735,122 539,846 
Blanchardstown Area Partnership 895,884 660,767 
Canal Communities Partnership 875,327 640,191 
Bray Partnership 839,483 613,445 
Comhar Chathair Chorcaí Teo 1,211,692 908,867 
Donegal Local Development Co. 1,304,957 978,946 
Tolka Area Partnership 1,060,778 773,452 
Galway City Partnership 759,516 559,877 
Galway Rural Development Company 898,419 721,677 
Longford Community Resources Ltd 592,621 434,759 
Northside Partnership 1,094,445 830,290 
PAUL (Limerick) Partnership 1,460,432 1,065,670 
County Sligo Leader Partnership 672,929 438,922 
South Kerry Development Partnership 594,143 439,231 
Southside Partnership 1,098,936 803,330 
Waterford Area Partnership 773,041 574,147 
Waterford Leader Partnership 357,836 269,245 
Westmeath Community Development Lim 806,529 604,907 
West Limerick Rescouces Ltd 611,469 448,825 
Forum 473,973 434,228 
Avondhu/Blackwater Partnership Ltd 398,790 299,744 
Inishowen Development Partnership 644,724 471,458 
Louth Leader Partnership 1,371,936 1,014,184 
Monaghan Integrated Development 657,471 484,155 
West Cork Development Partnership 505,058 379,604 
Wexford Local Development 1,792,302 1,298,353 
Clare Local Development 855,336 641,482 
Leitrim Integrated Development Co. 611,836 435,407 
South Tipperary Development Company 590,120 443,840 
County Wicklow Community Partnership 579,801 432,162 
Fingal LEADER Partnership Company 363,686 268,718 
Carlow County Development Partnership 536,280 402,321 
Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh Teoranta 990,256 762,913 
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Programme: Local Community Development Programme  - - 
Payments to Partnerships 2013 To 11 Sept 

2014 
Laois Community & Enterprise D 562,406 420,365 
Mayo North East Leader Partner 642,765 487,920 
Roscommon Integrated Development Company Limited 645,992 463,910 
North Tipperary Leadership Partnership 501,629 383,327 
Offaly Integrated Local Development Company LTD 738,314 551,100 
Meath Community Rural and Social Development Part. 366,957 277,835 
The Vista Community Development 81,192 60,894 
Lourdes Youth and Community Services Ltd 97,172 72,879 
Robert Emmet Community Development Project Limited 96,769 72,577 
North West Inner City Network Limited 138,638 104,409 
Inner City Organisation Network (ICON) Ltd 128,052 96,801 
North Wall Community Development Project 55,769 41,827 
Daughters of Charity Community Services Ltd - Tara 48,214 33,999 
South Inner City Community Development Association 98,409 73,807 
New Communities Partnership 49,585 35,410 
South West Inner City Network Limited 105,537 73,777 
Community Technical Aid Limited 132,034 94,175 
Volunteering Ireland 3,551 3,551 
Dublin City South Volunteer Centre 3,551 3,551 
South Dublin County Partnership Ltd 2,043,384 1,532,541 
Nascadk CDP Ltd 71,519 53,639 
N.W.I.C.D.P. Ltd 150,213 100,143 
Previous Year Amendment  - - 
Southside Partnership -27,784 0 
Wexford Local Development -66,331 0 
Clare Local Development -5,830 0 
Roscommon Integrated Development Company Limited 4,891 0 
North Tipperary Leadership Partnership -4,687 0 
Augmenting Employment Support Services - - 
Inner City Organisation Network (ICON) Ltd 65,100 48,825 
Total 39,950,162 29,706,548 

Programme: Dormant Accounts Fund - - 
Payments to Groups 2013 To 11 Sept 2014 
Round 4 Operational - HOMELESS MEASURE - - 
Cork City Council (Foyer Project) 8,264 0 
Cork City Council - 5,800 
Merchants Quay Ireland 9,000 0 
Merchants Quay Project Ltd 11,300 0 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 7,762 0 
Stepping Stone Accommodation Limited - 11,768 
Threshold 3,437 0 
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Programme: Dormant Accounts Fund - - 
Payments to Groups 2013 To 11 Sept 2014 
Youth For Peace Limited 3,770 - 
DePaul Trust 2,481 0 
Dublin Central ssion 8,152 0 
Round 2 Capital - RAPID ADDITIONALITY - - 
St chaels Family Resource Centre 9,000.00 0 
Round 2 Operational - RAPID ADDITIONALITY - - 
Round 2 Capital - FLAGSHIP PROJECTS - - 
tchels Integrated Services Centre Company Ltd. 1,230,386 127,500 
Round 3 Capital - RAPID ADDITIONALITY - - 
Round 3 Operational - RAPID ADDITIONALITY - - 
Killinarden Community Council Limited 12,575.45 -
Round 4 Capital - RAPID ADDITIONALITY - - 
Cork City Partnership Limited 200.00 0 
Dolphin House Community Development Association 7,500.00 0 
Blanchardstown Youth Service - Foroige 319.85 0 
Suir Community Development Project 100.00 0 
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 6,800.00 0 
Longford Acorn Community Development Project 746.10 0 
Galway Volunteer Centre 200.00 0 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Community Pre School 600.00 0 
Community Enhancement (Jobstown) Limited 200.12 0 
Dublin Docklands Boxing Club 612.05 0 
Olympic Boxing and Social Club 200.00 0 
South West Wexford School Completion Programme 150.00 0 
Ballinfoyle Mor RAPID Committee 1,000.00 0 
COUNTY GALWAY LOCAL SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 500.00 0 
COUNTY GALWAY LOCAL SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 789.28 0 
POPPINTREE EARLY EDUCATION CENTRE LIM-
ITED 

1,890.75 0 

ST BRIGID’S FAMILY AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 24,912.77 0 
BUNRATTY COMMUNITY CHILDCARE CENTRE 
LIMITED 

20,000.00 0 

ST JOSEPH’S/O’CONNELL BOYS GAA CLUB 994.80 0 
VIRGIN MARY GIRLS NATIONAL SCHOOL 0 375 
OUR LADY OF VICTORIES INFANT SCHOOL 0 375 
OUR LADY OF VICTORIES BOYS NATIONAL 
SCHOOL 

0 375 

GAELSCOIL BHAILE MUNNA 318.54 0 
ST. JOSEPH’S SENIOR NATIONAL SCHOOL 121.94 0 
ACTIVE LIVING FOR OLDER ADULTS IN BALLY-
MUN 

330.00 0 

ARCHBISHOP RYAN JUNIOR NATIONAL SCHOOL 2,065.00 0 
LONGFORD SOCIAL SERVICES LIMITED 70,200.00 0 
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Programme: Dormant Accounts Fund - - 
Payments to Groups 2013 To 11 Sept 2014 
Round 4 Operational - RAPID ADDITIONALITY - - 
South & East Cork Area Development. 3,692.20 0 
Cork City Partnership 4,147.27 0 
Cork City Partnership 4,000.00 0 
Cork City Partnership Limited 568.64 0 
Cork City Partnership 569.39 0 
LOUTH LEADER PARTNERSHIP ALL-PROJECT 
INTERAGENCY 

69.10 - 

Mahon Family Resource Centre Limited 0 10,500 
St Munchin’s Family Resource Centre 584.42 0 
Foroige (CABLE Project) 220.04 0 
Ballybane Mervue Community Development Project 1,500.00 0 
Irish Hockey Association 380.00 0 
Galway Volunteer Centre 500.00 0 
The Macushla Dance Club 517.00 0 
Louth Youth Federation Limited 110.82 0 
National League of Blind of Ireland Trust 200.00 0 
Barnardos 0 23,730 
Barnardos 0 1,000 
Mahon/Blackrock School Completion Prog 0 1,200 
North West City School Completion Programme 779.00 0 
Olympic Boxing and Social Club 600.00 0 
South West Wexford School Completion Programme 400.00 0 
THREE DRIVES FAMILY RESOURCE CENTRE 976.35 0 
Limerick Youth Service (King’s Island Area Team) 2,250.00 0 
St. Oliver Plunketts/Eoghan Ruadh GAA Club 878.00 0 
ST JOSEPHS GARBALLY COLLEGE 1,120.00 0 
COUNTY GALWAY LOCAL SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 1,137.00 0 
COUNTY GALWAY LOCAL SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 5,650.00 0 
Ladies Gaelic Football Association 3,817.45 0 
THREE RIVERS STORYTELLING FESTIVAL 254.30 0 
COLLINSTOWN PARK SCHOOL COMPLETION 
PROGRAMME 

400.00 0 

ACTIVE LIVING FOR OLDER ADULTS IN BALLY-
MUN 

140.00 0 

BLAKESTOWN MOUNTVIEW SCHOOL COMPLE-
TION PROGRAMME 

1,627.82 0 

ATHY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 990.56 0 
WATERFORD INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 2,567.00 0 
South Dublin County Partnership 2,000.00 0 
Round 4 Operational - Substance Abuse - - 
Cork City Partnership Limited 1,020.00 0 
Co-operation Fingal 840.00 0 
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Programme: Dormant Accounts Fund - - 
Payments to Groups 2013 To 11 Sept 2014 
Listowel Family Resource Centre 1,059.88 0 
Kildare West/Wicklow Community Addiction Team 3,496.51 0 
Cobh Community Drugs Project 697.19 0 
North East Family Support Network 6,036.70 0 
Canal Communities LDTF Limited 926.66 0 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Community Addiction Team 2,485.24 0 
Kilkenny Family Support Group 220.39 0 
Dublin North East Family Support Network 4,725.00 0 
Ballincollig Youth Initiative 644.61 0 
Ballymun Youth Action Project 1,000.00 0 
Edenderry Addressing Substance Abuse 4,342.12 0 
Southill Family Resource Centre 146.40 0 
Tipperary Regional Youth Service 10,000.00 0 
Coolmine Therapeutic Community 1,000.00 0 
Ballyphehane Action for Youth 818.34 0 
Churchfield Community Trust 700.00 0 
Farranree Alcohol & Drug Awareness (FADA) 0.00 0 
Ballyfermot Star 4,170.00 0 
North Dublin City & County Regional DTF - 2,960 
Round 4 Capital - RAPID ADDITIONALITY Catch Up - - 
Scouting Ireland 800.00 0 
Limerick Youth Service 685.19 0 
Dungarvan Town Council 2,900.00 0 
Rathkeale Community Childcare Limited 1,000.00 0 
Ballina Family Resource Centre Limited 233.00 0 
S.D.C.C. Limited 672.50 0 
Scoil Íosa Primary School 936.50 0 

Scoil Phádraig 452.50 0 
Rathkeale Boxing Club 800.00 0 
St Marys Sean/Finns GAA Club 1,500.00 0 

Programme: COMMUNITY CCTV PROGRAMME - - 
Payments to Groups 2013 To 11th Sep 2014 
Dublin NWIC 1,334 0 

Question No. 1474 answered with Question No. 1451.

17/09/2014WRBBB01750Local Authority Housing Provision

17/09/2014WRBBB018001475. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an annual breakdown of the quantity of social housing 
constructed since 2009 according to the number of units provided directly by local authorities 
and the number constructed through approved housing bodies; and if he will provide a break-
down of the approved housing bodies concerned. [33045/14]



Questions - Written Answers

832

17/09/2014WRBBB019001476. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a projection by year of the quantity of social housing to be 
built from 2014 inclusive onwards; the number of units to be provided directly by local authori-
ties and the number to be provided through approved housing bodies; and if he will provide a 
numerical breakdown by the approved housing bodies concerned. [33046/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1475 and 1476 together.

My Department publishes a wide range of housing statistics, including data on the number 
of social housing units provided directly by local authorities and approved housing bodies, 
broken down by year. The data do not include a breakdown of the units provided by approved 
housing bodies.  The statistics highlighted are available on my Department’s website at:

http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/
FileDownLoad,15291,en.xls by clicking “Social Housing Outputs” under the Social Housing 
Supports heading.

I expect the final output across all social housing programmes for 2014 to be in the region 
of 6,000 new housing units as set out in the following table.

Delivery method Number 
Rental Accommodation Scheme 2,500 
Leasing, including: 400 NAMA sourced 
properties and 350 Mortgage to Rent 
Scheme 

1,200 

Social Housing Investment Programme 200 
Capital Assistance Scheme 275 
Regeneration 230 
Voids 1,800 

The number and method of delivery of social housing units in future years will be determined 
in the annual Estimates process and will accord with available resources. The Social Housing 
Strategy, which I expect to finalise in the coming weeks will set out clear objectives in respect 
of social housing delivery over the next five years.

Question No. 1477 answered with Question No. 1451.

17/09/2014WRBBB02150Local Authority Rates

17/09/2014WRBBB022001478. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government with regard to local authority rates if it is appropriate for the adaption of 
a town centre first approach in town centres as well as the implementation of section 2 of Lo-
cal Government Rates Act 1970 to permit local authorities to grant rates waivers or reductions 
for new entrants which meet local authority identified retail mix deficiency, as this will assist 
in achieving balanced retail and hospitality mix in towns and cities here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33065/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Under the provisions of the Local Government (Rates) Act 1970, a rating authority may 
make and carry out a scheme providing for the waiver by the authority of all or a portion of 
commercial rates due by ratepayers in respect of a specified class or classes of property. The 
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making of such a scheme is subject to the consent of the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government.

I would consider any application received for a rate waiver scheme carefully. In considering 
any such application, it has to be borne in mind that a waiver of rates for one class of ratepayer 
could unfairly impact on existing businesses in the area by giving a competitive advantage to 
a certain group through a reduction in costs. In addition, the introduction of a waiver scheme 
could further increase costs on the part of businesses that are not part of the scheme, as it is 
likely that they would be required to make up the cost of the waiver scheme through the pay-
ment of additional rates. This could impose an additional burden on such ratepayers.

Recent developments have seen some local authorities introduce locally designed business 
incentive scheme which promotes the use of vacant commercial property. Such schemes rely 
upon Part 9 of the Local Government Act 2001 which provides that the functions of local au-
thorities include providing grants, loans guarantees or other financial aid to promote the inter-
ests of the local community, including economic interests. Unlike rates waiver schemes under 
section 2 of the Local Government (Rates) Act 1970, no ministerial sanction is required for 
the setting up of these schemes.  I will continue to keep commercial rates related issues under 
consideration.

17/09/2014WRBBB02350Local Authority Funding

17/09/2014WRBBB024001479. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government to set out his views regarding increasing funding for local authorities 
through the residential property tax, thus allowing the reduction in the rates burden for busi-
nesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33066/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I expect the Local Property Tax to have multiple benefits, including providing a more sus-
tainable and resilient system of funding for local authorities and, therefore, a sounder financial 
footing for the provision of essential local services. It will provide greater local scope for finan-
cial decision-making concerning service provision and, therefore, a strengthening of democra-
cy at local level with a more active relationship between local authorities and local electorates.

Effective from 1 July 2014, local authorities may vary the rate of Local Property Tax (LPT) 
in their administrative area for the following year by up to 15% of the basic rate of the Tax. The 
decision must be taken by resolution of the Council and must be notified to the Revenue Com-
missioners by 30 September in order to apply for the following year.

The Local Property Tax (Local Adjustment Factor) Regulations 2014 set out the process for 
local authorities who wish to vary their LPT basic rates, including the factors that they must 
consider and the type of public consultation that they should undertake as part of that process. 
As part of the public consultation process, local authorities must publish a notice inviting writ-
ten submissions from the public in advance of a meeting to consider the setting of a local adjust-
ment factor. This notice specifically welcomes submissions on the potential effects of varying 
the basic rate of the local property tax on businesses, individuals and local authority services.

I am aware of the pressures on businesses and the challenging economic environment in 
which many property and business owners are operating at the present time. Rates income is 
a very important contribution to the cost of services provided by local authorities and all rates 
collected within a local authority area are spent in delivering the public services which are 
required locally to create the environment in which businesses can prosper. Locally elected 
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members adopt the annual rate on valuation (ARV) they consider necessary in order to provide 
the required services.

A key objective of the reorganisation of local governance structures is to reduce the burden 
on ratepayers and indeed taxpayers generally, by maximising efficiency. The new structures of 
local government, including the establishment of municipal districts, provide an opportunity to 
achieve a more coherent approach to rates and charges on a county-wide basis having regard to 
funding requirements and the need to support employment and business competitiveness.

It is a matter for each local authority to consider their overall financial position as part of 
their budget deliberations and make decisions in respect of the mix of income and expenditure 
that they consider most appropriate for the following year.

Questions Nos. 1480 to 1483, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1451.

17/09/2014WRBBB02650Leader Programmes Applications

17/09/2014WRBBB027001484. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to outline the status of an application to Mayo North East Leader Develop-
ment Company by an organisation (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33109/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB028001487. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a Leader funding application for a community group in County Mayo 
(details supplied) will be processed; if he will explain the delay in the application process; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33124/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB029001552. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government to set out the current situation in respect of a Leader application (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo; and the reason for the delay in processing same.  [34114/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1484, 1487 and 1552 together.

In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the LEADER elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, the Local Action Groups (LAGs) are the 
principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding. Such decisions are 
made in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with 
the Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations. The LAG for the area referred to in the 
question is Mayo North East LEADER Partnership (MNELP).

I understand that all three projects concerned will be submitted by MNELP to my Depart-
ment this week for a review.

17/09/2014WRBBB03050Seanad Reform

17/09/2014WRBBB031001485. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will report on the meetings of the technical working group for the Se-
anad Electoral (University Members)(Amendment) Bill; if he will report on any conclusions or 
decisions made; the number of meetings that have taken place; the meetings that are scheduled; 
if the group has come across any challenges relating to the new electoral register; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33111/14]
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17/09/2014WRBBB03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): In February 2014 the General Scheme of the Seanad Electoral (University Members) 
(Amendment) Bill 2014 was published for consultation. The General Scheme is part of the 
legislative process to implement the 1979 constitutional amendment to extend the Seanad fran-
chise to graduates from institutions of higher education in the State that heretofore did not form 
part of the Seanad university constituencies. The Statement of Government Priorities published 
in July 2014 provides for the enactment of this legislation.

In progressing work on the General Scheme a technical working group was set up to exam-
ine and make observations on operational matters including in respect of the creation and main-
tenance of a register of electors, the administration of elections in the new Seanad constituency 
and issues of cost arising from implementation of the proposed new electoral arrangements. 
This group is chaired by my Department and includes nominees from the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills, the National University of Ireland, the University of Dublin - Trinity College, 
the Irish Universities Association, Institutes of Technology Ireland (IoTI) and the Higher Edu-
cation Colleges Association. Arrangements were made for IoTI to also represent the interests of 
the Dublin Institute of Technology at meetings.

To date, the Group has met on four occasions. Its observations and issues raised in submis-
sions made as part of the public consultation process are informing the further development 
of the General Scheme, which has not yet concluded. Since its last meeting, contact has been 
maintained between my Department and members of the Technical Working Group and further 
meetings of the Group may be convened at a later stage should any other matters arise that 
would benefit from its further consideration.

Question No. 1486 answered with Question No. 1451.

Question No. 1487 answered with Question No. 1484.

17/09/2014WRBBB03450Local Authority Charges Application

17/09/2014WRBBB035001488. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is an obligation on a person to pay a fire service charge when the 
person’s property was set on fire as a result of an arson attack and the fire services were not 
alerted by the victim. [33128/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Under the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003, a fire authority is entitled to charge users or 
beneficiaries of a fire service for services which it provides.  I do not have any role in approving 
or consenting to the levying of such charges, which is solely a matter for each local authority.

I understand that most fire authorities operate waiver schemes in respect of fire service 
call-out charges; each case is examined on its merits, and partial waivers and deferred payment 
options are considered as appropriate.

In many cases, the householders / premises owners are covered by relevant home, motor and 
farm insurance policies for charges for attendance of the fire brigade at incidents such as house 
fires, road traffic accidents and hay barn fires.

I understand that the money recouped through charges levied on beneficiaries in respect of 
fire service responses is only a small proportion of the overall cost of providing fire services. 
The full costs of the services are met by the local authorities through a range of income sources, 
including commercial rates, charges for services to commercial properties, Government grants 
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and (general purpose) allocations from the Local Government Fund.

17/09/2014WRBBB03650Pyrite Issues

17/09/2014WRBBB037001489. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 559 of 27 May 2014 to 
outline the contacts he has had with the Mica Action Group in County Donegal; if he will con-
sider meeting the group; if he will consider the establishment of a redress scheme similar to that 
established under the auspices of the Pyrite Resolution Board; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33131/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB038001563. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will permit the Pyrite Resolution Board to consider the emerging 
situation in County Donegal with respect to defective blocks; if not, the plans he has to address 
this problem in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34188/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB039001564. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he has given consideration to the issue of defective blocks in County 
Donegal; his Department’s advice on the way affected householders might be able to proceed in 
engaging with his Department on this issue; the financial supports available for people who find 
themselves in this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34189/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1489, 1563 and 1564 together.

At the outset, I wish to acknowledge the stressful situations which individuals face when 
building works are not completed to the required acceptable standard.

In November 2013, my Department was made aware through reports in the media of a 
potential problem with concrete blocks in County Donegal. In addition, in recent months, my 
Department has received correspondence from Donegal County Council, from public represen-
tatives and from the Mica Action Group itself in connection with the alleged use of defective 
blocks in the construction of the houses in north Donegal which appear to be giving rise to 
structural problems in those homes. I also understood that the Mica Action Group met with a 
representative of the Pyrite Resolution Board earlier this year.

From the information provided, my Department understands that claims have been made 
which suggest that between 1,000 and 2,000 dwellings are affected in north Donegal. It is also 
suggested that the affected dwellings were constructed between 1999 and 2006. However, no 
evidence has been supplied to substantiate these figures nor is there definitive information as to 
the cause of the problem.

In general, building defects are matters for resolution between the relevant contracting par-
ties, i.e. the homeowner, the builder, the supplier and/or their respective insurers and in the 
event that the parties cannot reach a settlement by negotiation the option of seeking redress in 
the Courts can be considered. It may also be the case that some of the homes affected are cov-
ered by a structural guarantee / structural insurance and homeowners may wish to pursue this 
avenue for redress. While I fully understand the extremely difficult and distressing situations 
that the affected householders in Donegal face, I believe that the responsible parties should take 
appropriate actions to provide remedies to their difficulties.

The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the establishment of 
the Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme. However, the 
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provisions of the Act apply only to dwellings affected by significant damage attributable to py-
ritic heave consequent on the presence of reactive pyrite in the subfloor hardcore material and 
not to damage arising in any other circumstance. The Pyrite Resolution Board has no powers 
to investigate the alleged use of defective blocks in the construction of the houses in County 
Donegal and I have no proposals to amend the Act in this regard.

17/09/2014WRBBB04050Pyrite Remediation Programme

17/09/2014WRBBB041001490. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government to outline his plans to allow redress for homeowners who have already 
completed the overdue and necessary remedial works to their dwellings as a result of pyrite 
under the pyrite remediation scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33139/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB04200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework within which the pyrite 
remediation scheme must operate.  It is not a compensation scheme and section 14(8) of the Act 
specifically states that homeowners cannot seek the recoupment of costs associated with the 
remediation of a dwelling undertaken prior to the commencement of the scheme.

The pyrite remediation scheme is a scheme of “last resort” for affected homeowners who 
have no other practical option to obtain redress.  Inclusion in the scheme is predicated, inter 
alia, on the dwelling being subject to significant damage attributable to pyritic heave, and where 
this can be verified having regard to the I.S 398:1-2013, prior to works commencing.  This is 
in line with how similar Government schemes operate or have operated in the past, where prior 
approval is a key eligibility requirement for a scheme.  There are no plans to amend the legisla-
tion.

In general, building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting parties, the 
homeowner, the builder, the supplier and/or their respective insurers and in the event that the 
parties cannot reach a settlement by negotiation, the option of seeking redress in the Courts is 
available.

Question No. 1491 answered with Question No. 1468.

17/09/2014WRBBB04350Water Meters Installation

17/09/2014WRBBB044001492. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government whether Irish Water may install water meters on a private road. [33162/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB04500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigned the company the necessary 
powers to allow it to undertake the metering programme.

Most meters for public utilities are located at the point where the connection enters the 
household. In the case of water services, under the provisions of the Water Services Act 2007, 
households’ pipes internal to the boundary of a property are considered the responsibility of 
the householder, and thus water meters are being fitted at the stopcock at the boundary of the 
property. As this is located on publicly accessible land, it minimises disruption during the in-
stallation programme and also in terms of meter reading in due course as access is not required 
to private property.  Where it is not possible to locate the stopcock on publicly accessible land, 
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Irish Water will not install a meter on private property without the householder’s permission.

17/09/2014WRBBB04550Flood Relief Schemes Funding

17/09/2014WRBBB046001493. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will respond to the application for funding made by the Limerick City and 
County Council on 18 February 2014 in respect of severe flood damage on 1 February 2014; if 
funding will be granted; if so, when will it be issued; and when work is expected to start on the 
flood defences for Limerick city; if he will confirm that moneys granted will not be taken from 
moneys already granted or pledged to the regeneration project in the city; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33194/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): There were two distinct phases of severe weather which affected the country last winter, 
from 13 December 2013 to 6 January 2014 and from 27 January to 17 February 2014. My 
Department had an initial role in coordinating and collating details and costs of damage in the 
immediate aftermath of the severe weather, based on returns and estimates provided by local 
authorities.

On foot of a report provided by my Department, the Government decided on 11 February 
2014 to allocate funding of up to €69.5 million to local authorities in the areas worst affected 
by the first phase of severe weather to help affected communities by restoring roads, coastal 
protection, amenities/facilities and other public infrastructure. It was agreed that the funding 
would be made available via the Votes of the Departments with responsibility for the relevant 
infrastructure i.e. Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport; Department of Agriculture, 
Food and Marine; the Office of Public Works and my Department.  In the case of my own De-
partment, an amount of €72,000 was remitted to Limerick and City Council in respect of their 
response and clean-up costs for the first phase of severe weather. The issue of funding in rela-
tion to costs associated with the second phase of severe weather remains under consideration.

The provision of new or enhanced flood defences and flood risk management are matters 
for the Office of Public Works and the relevant local authorities, in this case Limerick City and 
County Council. While I understand that the design of flood defences, particularly at King’s 
Island, is being incorporated into the Limerick Regeneration Project, the associated funding 
remains a matter for the Office of Public Works.

17/09/2014WRBBB04750Leader Programmes Applications

17/09/2014WRBBB048001494. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to set out the position regarding an application to Mayo North East Leader 
by an organisation (details supplied); if same will be expedited; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33196/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB04900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the LEADER elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, the Local Action Groups (LAGs) are the 
principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding. Such decisions are 
made in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with 
the Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations. The LAG for the area referred to in the 
question is Mayo North East LEADER Partnership (MNELP).  The project file concerned was 
submitted to my Department by MNELP on 6 August 2014 for a review which should be com-
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pleted shortly.

17/09/2014WRBBB04950Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRBBB050001495. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government to detail the number of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from the 
Department’s employment from 1 July 2013 to 31 December 2013, and the expected annual 
savings arising therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2014, and the annual ex-
pected savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2015, and the annual savings 
therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2016, and the annual savings therefrom; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33203/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB051001497. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government to detail the number of new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 Decem-
ber 2013 and the expected annual costs arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed 
in 2014 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed 
in 2015 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed 
in 2016 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33220/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB05200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1495 and 1497 together.

The information requested is set out in the following tables:

Departures and Expected Departures - - 
Period Number Estimated Annual Savings 
2013 (July - December) 28 €1,524,080 
2014 62 €4,260,979 
2015 8 €521,972 
2016 9 €694,131 
Total 107 €7,001,162 

Starters & Expected Starters
Period Number Estimated Annual Costs 
2013 (July - December) 9 €470,517 
2014 50 €2,829,939 
2015 13 €898,567 
2016 0 €0 
Total 72 €4,199,023 

The information in the tables reflect departures and starters in my Department, including 
those expected in the future that are known at this stage, due to retirements, transfers, second-
ments, career breaks, ministerial staff and a limited number of new staff recruited in line with 
sanction received from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. Estimated savings 
and costs are based on full annual costs including salary, employers PRSI and allowances.
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17/09/2014WRBBB05250Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRBBB053001496. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government to detail the number of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from local 
authorities from 1 July 2013 to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual savings arising 
therefrom; the number of staff expected to leave in 2014 and the annual expected saving there-
from; the number of staff expected to leave in 2015 and the annual savings therefrom; the num-
ber of staff expected to leave in 2016 and the annual savings therefrom; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33213/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB054001498. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government to detail the number of new staff employed in local authorities since 1 July 
2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual costs arising therefrom; the expected 
number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the expected 
number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the expected 
number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33233/14]

17/09/2014WRBBB05500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1496 and 1498 together.

My Department gathers quarterly data on staff numbers in local authorities. The total num-
ber of staff employed by all local authorities at the end of June 2013 was 28,667.72 on a whole 
time equivalent basis (wte). The total number of staff employed by all local authorities at the 
end of December 2013 was 27,501.51 (wte), a decrease of 1,166.21 (wte) when compared to 
the end of June 2013 position.

My Department also gathers quarterly data on planned staff numbers in local authorities to 
the end of the current year. In the most recent data collected at the end of June 2014, the local 
authorities reported that the planned staff numbers for year end 2014 would be 27,117.97 (wte).  
My Department does not have information in relation to the estimated staff numbers for 2015 
or 2016 or information regarding the actual savings arising for local authorities.

  Question No. 1497 answered with Question No. 1495.

  Question No. 1498 answered with Question No. 1496.

17/09/2014WRCCC00400Proposed Legislation

17/09/2014WRCCC005001499. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to bring the climate action and low carbon development Bill 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas. [33287/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): As Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, my role in relation 
to the planning system is to oversee the provision and updating of the planning legislative and 
policy framework, including as articulated through statutory planning guidelines, to secure the 
proper planning and sustainable development of the country as a whole, including urban areas.  

While responsibility for planning at local level is a matter for local authorities within this 
framework, I am continuing to ensure that the most relevant legislative and policy framework 
is available to support authorities in the exercise of their planning functions and facilitate the 
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adequate and appropriate provision of facilities, infrastructure and development to support resi-
dential and commercial developments within their areas.

In this regard, I continue to keep under review the need for any further legislative changes 
and policy measures, and where I am satisfied there is a sufficient evidence base, I will advance 
proposals accordingly, including any appropriate targeted initiatives for urban areas such as 
measures to encourage landowners or developers to bring forward sustainable urban develop-
ment proposals. In this regard, I intend to introduce a new Planning Bill later this year to facili-
tate the implementation of certain planning-related actions in the Government’s Construction 
2020 Strategy published in May 2014. Action 23 of the Strategy commits to examining the 
possibility of enabling local authorities, should they wish to do so, to adopt new measures to 
incentivise the use and development of vacant sites in urban areas. A final decision on this mat-
ter will be taken in the context of the forthcoming Planning Bil.

17/09/2014WRCCC00700Planning Issues

17/09/2014WRCCC008001500. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has considered the introduction of a vacant site levy in cities to increase 
the supply and development of land to meet housing demands. [33289/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Section 34(8) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides that 
a planning authority shall make its decision on a planning application within the period of 8 
weeks beginning on the date of receipt by the planning authority of the application. Accord-
ingly, planning authorities normally decide planning application within 8 weeks, unless further 
information is required. 

Where an appeal is lodged with An Bord Pleanala in relation to a planning decision by a 
local authority, the Board has a statutory objective under section 126(2) of the Act of 2000 to 
determine the matter within 18 weeks. The compliance rate with the statutory objective period 
for normal planning appeals stood at 81% for the period January to August 2014, and the aver-
age time taken was 16 weeks.  

I do not consider these timeframes unduly long.

Construction 2020, A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector , published in May 2014, 
acknowledges that, there are existing planning permissions for developments – whether resi-
dential,  commercial or industrial - that have become unviable due to developments in the mar-
ket but, nevertheless might with modification - for example to change the number of apartments 
vis-à-vis ‘own door’ houses in a given residential scheme - be able to proceed.  As further stated 
in the Strategy, while it is important that third parties, including other local residents, have the 
opportunity to have their voices heard in relation to such modifications, my Department will 
examine whether there is scope to provide a more streamlined process for certain alterations of 
planning permission in relation to developments of this kind..

17/09/2014WRCCC01000Planning Issues

17/09/2014WRCCC011001501. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views that the granting of planning permission for the conversion of small 
apartments to suitable sized homes for young families should be fast-tracked. [33291/14]
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17/09/2014WRCCC01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): As Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, my role in relation 
to the planning system is to oversee the provision and updating of the planning legislative and 
policy framework, including as articulated through statutory planning guidelines, to secure the 
proper planning and sustainable development of the country as a whole, including urban areas.

While responsibility for planning at local level is a matter for local authorities within this 
framework, I am continuing to ensure that the most relevant legislative and policy framework 
is available to support authorities in the exercise of their planning functions and facilitate the 
adequate and appropriate provision of facilities, infrastructure and development to support resi-
dential and commercial developments within their areas.

In this regard, I continue to keep under review the need for any further legislative changes 
and policy measures, and where I am satisfied there is a sufficient evidence base, I will advance 
proposals accordingly, including any appropriate targeted initiatives for urban areas such as 
measures to encourage landowners or developers to bring forward sustainable urban develop-
ment proposals. In this regard, I intend to introduce a new Planning Bill later this year to facili-
tate the implementation of certain planning-related actions in the Government’s Construction 
2020 Strategy published in May 2014. Action 23 of the Strategy commits to examining the 
possibility of enabling local authorities, should they wish to do so, to adopt new measures to 
incentivise the use and development of vacant sites in urban areas. A final decision on this mat-
ter will be taken in the context of the forthcoming Planning Bill.

17/09/2014WRCCC01300Social and Affordable Housing Provision

17/09/2014WRCCC014001502. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider the setting up of a national property authority, containing 
persons from all aspects of the property industry including bodies involved in the provision of 
social housing, with a purpose of advising and offering guidelines to policy makers. [33299/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Government is committed to responding more quickly and on a larger scale to social 
housing needs through a variety of mechanisms.  On 14 May 2014, the Government published 
Construction 2020 - A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector. The Strategy contains 75 
Actions in total and my Department, together with the Housing Agency, will be involved in the 
delivery of over 30 of those. Under Action 8 of Construction 2020, a Social Housing Strategy 
will be published following consideration by Government in the coming weeks. To assist in the 
development of the Strategy, the Housing Agency invited submissions from the public by 31 
July 2014. Further information is available at the following weblink:

http://www.housing.ie/News/Current-News/Invitation-for-Submissions-Preparation-of-a-
Social.aspx.

My intention is that the Strategy will be both challenging and innovative, and will provide 
the basis for an enhanced approach to social housing provision in Ireland. It will contain clear 
measurable actions that are to be taken to increase the supply of social housing and, most im-
portantly, reduce the number of people on waiting lists.

I have no plans to establish a National Property Authority of the kind referred to in the 
Question. However, I am committed to ensuring continued consultation and engagement on 
policy development and implementation in order to ensure the widest range of inputs into those 
processes.
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17/09/2014WRCCC01600Local and Community Development Programme Planning

17/09/2014WRCCC017001503. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the procurement process for the delivery of the new 
social inclusion and community activation programme in County Mayo; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33301/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The proposals outlined in Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Lo-
cal Government seek to position local government “as the primary vehicle of governance and 
public service at local level – leading economic, social and community development, delivering 
efficient and good value services, and representing citizens and local communities effectively 
and accountably”.

As part of the programme of reform of local government, Local Community Development 
Committees (LCDCs) are being established in all local authority areas. These Committees, 
comprising public-private socio-economic interests, will have responsibility for local and com-
munity development programmes on an area basis, including the Social Inclusion and Com-
munity Activation Programme (SICAP). They will develop, co-ordinate and implement a more 
coherent and integrated approach to local and community development than heretofore, with 
the aim of reducing duplication and overlap and optimising the use of available resources for 
the benefit of citizens and communities.

My Department’s Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) is the largest 
social inclusion intervention of its kind in the State. The current Programme officially ended 
at the end of 2013 having operated for four years with funding of €281m over that period. It is 
being implemented on a transitional basis for 2014 with a budget of €47m pending the roll out 
of the new programme SICAP.

The SICAP programme is a key priority of Government and its budget for next year will be 
decided in the 2015 Estimates process. As a key intervention for the harder to reach, the Pro-
gramme’s target groups are:

- Children and Families from Disadvantaged Areas 

- Lone Parents

- New Communities (including Refugees/Asylum Seekers)

- People living in Disadvantaged Communities

- People with Disabilities

- Roma

- The Unemployed (including those not on the Live Register)

- Travellers 

- Young Unemployed People from Disadvantaged areas

In accordance with the Public Spending Code, good practice internationally, legal advice 
and in order to ensure the optimum delivery of services to clients, the new Programme is subject 
to a public procurement process, which is currently underway. This process is a competitive 
process that is open to Local Development Companies, including the Mayo companies, other 
not-for-profit community groups, commercial firms and national organisations, that can provide 
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the services to be tendered for to deliver the new Programme. The closing date for receipt of 
expressions of interest under Stage one of the process was noon, Friday, 11 July 2014. Stage 
two of the process (Invitation to Tender) is due to get underway shortly.

17/09/2014WRCCC01900Water Charges Exemptions

17/09/2014WRCCC020001504. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will introduce additional domestic free water allowances for stu-
dents over the age of 18 in full-time education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33318/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC021001508. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will set out the charges Irish Water intends to levy upon applicants 
for planning permission for a residential or commercial development which requires a connec-
tion to the public water and-or sewerage mains; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33386/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC022001509. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the age limit to qualify as a child under Irish Water billing arrangements. 
[33389/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC023001574. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on a matter regarding water charges (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34352/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC024001621. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will respond to correspondence (details supplied) regarding the free 
water allowance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34860/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1504, 1508, 1509, 1574 and 1621 together.

With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its custom-
ers in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility for the 
independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting the inter-
ests of customers.

The proposed approach to charging was outlined by Irish Water in a water charges plan 
which it has submitted to the CER in line with the provisions of the Act. The CER recently held 
a public consultation on this plan which covered a range of issues relating to water charges and 
allowances. The CER is currently reviewing submissions received on the consultation and a 
determination will be made by the CER later this month. Full details of the CER public consul-
tation are available on www.cer.ie.

In making its decision on the approval or otherwise of the water charges plan, the CER 
must take account of the decisions made by the Government on the funding model for Irish 
Water and a direction made under Section 42 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act in July 2014. 
This policy direction addressed a number of matters relating to domestic water charges includ-
ing the provision of a free allowance of 30,000 litres of water supplied and waste water treated 
per annum for a primary residence on a public supply and a free allowance to cover the normal 
usage of water services by every child in their primary residence based on the same qualify-
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ing conditions as the child benefit allowance while customers with specific medical conditions 
which require increased water consumption will have their charges capped. There are no plans 
to provide additional allowances, other than those announced in the Government decision.

The CER intends to hold a public consultation on a new connection charging policy for cus-
tomers of Irish Water later this year. Pending the outcome of this consultation, Irish Water will 
continue to levy connection charges on customers requiring such services at rates equivalent to 
the water and wastewater related development levies which the local authorities applied as at 
31 December 2013.

17/09/2014WRCCC02600Tenant Purchase Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRCCC027001505. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to review the fixed-term tenant purchase scheme or other such 
schemes to allow persons who previously owned a home or who are non-first-time buyers to 
be allowed to engage in the purchase of property from a local authority; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33343/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC028001513. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when local authorities will be told that they can put a scheme in place 
allowing tenants of local authority houses to purchase their homes. [33425/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC029001527. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the date on which a new tenant purchase scheme will be put in place for 
council tenants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33768/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC030001550. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to re-open the tenant purchase scheme for local authority tenants; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34091/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC031001555. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the timeframe for the introduction of a tenant purchase scheme as provided for 
in legislation earlier this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34128/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1505, 1513, 1527, 1550 and 1555 together.

Part 3 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 provides for a new scheme for 
the tenant purchase of existing local authority houses. This scheme will replace the 1995 and 
2011 tenant purchase schemes under section 90 of the Housing Act 1966, which closed in June 
2014 and June 2013, respectively.

The new scheme will be open to local authority tenants in receipt of social housing support 
for a prescribed period of at least one year who have not previously purchased a house under a 
tenant purchase scheme and who have an annual income equal to or greater than a prescribed 
amount. I intend to make the necessary statutory instruments later this year to enable the new 
scheme to come into operation.

17/09/2014WRCCC03300Local Authority Charges Application

17/09/2014WRCCC034001506. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if local authorities have the authority to charge rates on vacant commercial 



Questions - Written Answers

846

premises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33375/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Local Government Act 1946 provides that where a property in a county council or ur-
ban local authority area is unoccupied on the date of the making of the rate, the owner becomes 
liable for rates. However, the owner is entitled to a refund if the property is vacant for specified 
purposes i.e. if the premises are unoccupied for the purpose of additions, alterations or repairs; 
where the owner is bona fide unable to obtain a suitable tenant at a reasonable rent; and where 
the premises are vacant pending redevelopment. The collection of rates and the determination 
of eligibility for a refund in this context are matters for each individual local authority.

The Local Government Act 1946 provided that the owner was entitled to a 100% refund in 
most local authority areas. Separate legislation governs refunds in the cities of Dublin, Lim-
erick and Cork, where the same criteria for refunds apply but only 50% of the rates paid was 
refundable.

The Local Government Reform Act 2014 provides for a change to rating law in relation to 
the refund of rates on vacant properties and gives discretion to the elected members of indi-
vidual local authorities to vary the level of rates refunds that apply in individual local electoral 
areas within the authority’s administrative area. This discretion allows elected members to re-
spond to the differing characteristics of local commercial property markets. The amendment 
does not make any change to the eligibility or otherwise for refunds as currently provided for 
in relevant legislation.

The provision commenced with effect from 1 June 2014. The Local Government (Financial 
and Audit Procedures) Regulations 2014 provide that the decision to alter the rate of refund 
should be taken at the annual budget meeting and that the rate of refund decided in respect of 
the relevant local electoral area shall apply to eligible persons for the year to which the budget 
relates. The absence of a decision to vary the refund means that the existing legislative provi-
sions regarding the rate of refunds apply (either 100% or 50% as set out above).

17/09/2014WRCCC03600Irish Water Remit

17/09/2014WRCCC037001507. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if Irish Water is now responsible for sewers and road gullies or if the matter 
is still in the control of local authority (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33380/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provided for the transfer of water services functions, 
with some exceptions, of the city and county councils to Irish Water. The provision, operation 
and maintenance of sewers, other than storm water sewers, are amongst the functions trans-
ferred to Irish Water. However, the operation and maintenance of storm water sewers remains a 
function of the local authorities. The operation and maintenance of road gullies is the responsi-
bility of the relevant road authority under the Roads Act 1993.

  Questions Nos. 1508 and 1509 answered with Question No. 1504.

17/09/2014WRCCC04000Local Authority Housing

17/09/2014WRCCC041001510. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
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cal Government if he intends to support an application from Tipperary County Council re-
garding an estimated cost of €1.146 million towards the construction of ten new dwellings in 
Roscrea and make a full statement on his involvement in the premature announcing of moneys, 
€1.1 million towards Ros na Cronan estate in Ashbury, Roscrea, County Tipperary. [33394/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC04200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): A proposal for the acquisition and refurbishment of 12 houses at Ashbury, Roscrea, County 
Tipperary was submitted to my Department by the local authority and approved by the then 
Minister for Housing and Planning, Jan O’Sullivan, T.D., in March 2014.

Subsequently, Tipperary County Council advised my Department that they were no lon-
ger pursuing the project as the cost of acquiring the houses was proving more costly than 
originally envisaged and the project no longer offered a value-for-money solution to meeting 
social housing need in the area. The County Council has submitted an outline proposal for an 
alternative project to meet this social housing need. This is in respect of the construction of 10 
new houses on Council-owned land at Glencarrig, Roscrea, County Tipperary, at an estimated 
cost of €1.146 million and my Department expects to receive a full proposal from the County 
Council on this project shortly.

  Question No. 1511 answered with Question No. 1468.

17/09/2014WRCCC04400Coastal Protection

17/09/2014WRCCC045001512. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding coastal ero-
sion works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33421/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC04600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 provides that local authorities may 
carry out works that are necessary for dealing urgently with any situation which the Chief Ex-
ecutive considers is an emergency situation calling for immediate action.

However, where such works would require an environmental impact assessment or an ap-
propriate assessment under the terms of the EIA Directive 2011/92/EU or the Habitats Direc-
tive 1992/43/EEC, the proposed works are required to be submitted to An Bord Pleanála for 
approval under section 175 or 177AE, respectively, of the Planning and Development Act.

In relation to the appropriate assessment requirements, it is a matter for the local authority, 
under Article 250 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, to carry out 
a screening for appropriate assessment. Where the local authority determines that the proposed 
works would not have an adverse effect on a designated European site, the local authority may 
proceed to carry out the proposed works without submitting them to An Bord Pleanála for ap-
proval.

I will consider whether any further amendments are required to the legislative provisions 
relating to emergency works generally.

  Question No. 1513 answered with Question No. 1505.

17/09/2014WRCCC04800Motor Tax Collection

17/09/2014WRCCC049001514. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
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and Local Government if he will consider making motor tax payment services available at post 
offices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33431/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC05000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Under existing arrangements, motor tax is payable in person or by post via motor tax offices 
in twenty six local authorities. It is also payable online at any time, with some 62% of vehicle 
owners who are eligible to do so now taxing their vehicles online. I have no plans currently to 
provide for the collection of motor tax through the post office network. The operation of the 
motor tax system is, of course, kept under regular review.

17/09/2014WRCCC05100Waste Management

17/09/2014WRCCC052001515. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is a national policy in respect of the bin collection times that private 
waste management firms are allowed to operate in residential estates; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33442/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC05300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Waste collection is subject to compliance with applicable environmental and other relevant 
legislation, primarily the Waste Management Acts 1996 – 2013, and conditions attached to each 
waste collector’s collection permit issued under the Waste Management (Collection Permit) 
Regulations 2007. Waste collection in individual local authority areas may also be subject to 
local bye-laws, including bye-laws specifying times during which waste is to be made available 
for collection. As part of implementation of the Government’s waste policy, A Resource Oppor-
tunity, my Department carried out a public consultation process earlier this year on options for 
revising the existing regulatory regime which applies to waste collection. The issues involved 
included the question of whether waste collection should take place between specified times 
and whether such times should be decided at a local, regional or national level. Arising from 
that process, my Department is now developing a robust new regulatory framework aimed at 
professionalising and modernising Ireland’s system of household waste collection. I expect to 
finalise the new Regulations in January 2015, with a view to the new regime coming into opera-
tion on 1 July 2015.

17/09/2014WRCCC05400Local Authority Housing

17/09/2014WRCCC055001516. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the action he will take to ensure that adequate funding is provided to 
local authorities to deal with the demand for the housing aid for older persons scheme, the mo-
bility aids housing grant scheme and the housing adaptation grant for persons with a disability; 
the action his Department will take to reduce and streamline application processing times and if 
he will review the current means test for this scheme (details supplied). [33457/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC05600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The allocations to local authorities under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older 
People and People with a Disability were announced on 16 January 2014.  Every local authority 
received increased funding for grants compared to the 2013 allocations.

My Department monitors the levels of grant activity in each authority and this is a factor in 
the allocation of funding.

Changes to the terms and conditions of the grant schemes were notified to local authorities 
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in January 2014 as a result of the work of a review group established by my Department in 
2013. These changes are spreading the benefits of the schemes as widely as possible and im-
proving fairness and value for money in their operation. Accordingly, I have no plans to review 
the current means test for this scheme.

I expect an additional 800 households to benefit under the schemes in 2014 compared to 
2013, when 7,011 households were supported. I am aware that the grant measures are heav-
ily subscribed across local authority areas and my Department will be requesting authorities, 
where necessary, to prioritise those applications where the most urgent need exists.

The detailed administration of these schemes is the responsibility of the relevant local au-
thority. This includes all aspects of the assessment, approval and payment of grants to appli-
cants under the various grant measures.

17/09/2014WRCCC05700Grant Payments

17/09/2014WRCCC058001517. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide assurances that funding will be maintained for the 
senior alerts scheme (details supplied); and his views on extending the scheme to include assis-
tive technology devices (details supplied). [33458/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC05900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The Seniors Alert Scheme aims to encourage community support for vulnerable older 
people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of limited means, to continue to live se-
curely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind. The Scheme is admin-
istered by local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department.

My Department only approved applications for personal monitored alarms connected to a 
landline up to October 2013. Personal monitored alarms are now available using mobile tech-
nology and these alternative systems may also be funded at a similar rate when the sponsoring 
Community Group is satisfied that it meets the requirements of the beneficiary. It will be a mat-
ter for the sponsoring community group to satisfy itself that a system using mobile technology 
provides reliable coverage in its area. Mobile type devices currently on offer do not provide full 
mobile phone functionality and therefore are not a replacement for a telephone.

The funding allocated for the Seniors Alert Scheme in 2014 is €2.35 million, which is con-
sidered sufficient to meet current demand levels for this important scheme.

17/09/2014WRCCC06000Homelessness Strategy

17/09/2014WRCCC061001518. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government in view of the fact that it is claimed six new people become homeless 
each day, to set out his plans to end homelessness by 2015; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33582/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC062001546. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the number of people who are home-
less in County Meath; the body which is charged with keeping a count on the number of people 
who are homeless; if he will provide the numbers for each of the years 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013 and to date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34036/14]
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17/09/2014WRCCC063001592. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to deal with the challenge of homelessness; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34525/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC06400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1518, 1546 and 1592 together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommoda-
tion for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities and the purposes for which 
housing authorities may incur expenditure in addressing homelessness are prescribed in Section 
10 of the Housing Act 1988.

Traditionally it has been difficult to quantify the number of homeless persons on an ongo-
ing basis; this is in part a consequence of the volatility within this cohort of housing need. In 
February 2013, at the time of publication of the Government’s Homelessness Policy Statement, 
a set of indicators was identified to be used to demonstrate the dynamics of homelessness as 
it is addressed. These indicators will give a clearer picture of homelessness in Ireland and, in 
quantifying its ongoing extent, will support the implementation of realistic and practical solu-
tions. The Pathway Accommodation & Support System (PASS) is now operational nationwide 
and will assist lead housing authorities in each of the 9 regions to report on these indicators. 
2014 will be the first year for which PASS will produce composite national data on homeless-
ness. Quarterly reports from lead housing authorities are being published on my Department’s 
website as soon as these are available. Reports in respect of the first 2 quarters are available at, 
http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/HomelessPeople/.

Based on data recorded on PASS, a recent survey of lead housing authorities confirmed that 
2,509 unique individuals utilised Section 10 funded emergency accommodation nationally dur-
ing the week of 14 to 20 July 2014, and 23 of these individuals were recorded for County Meath. 
A copy of this report is available on my Department’s website at the link provided above.

Prior to the full implementation of PASS the most complete set of data available in relation 
to homelessness nationally is the Central Statistics Office’s special Census report, Homeless 
Persons in Ireland, which was published on 6 September 2012. This report indicated that a 
total of 64 individuals were sleeping rough on Census night, 10 April 2011, while identifying 
a further 3,744 people as housed in accommodation defined as emergency, transitional or long-
term. Of the total of 3,808 individuals included in the report almost 60% were in long-term or 
transitional housing arrangements. This report is available on CSO’s website, www.cso.ie.

In February 2013, the Government’s Homelessness Policy Statement was published in 
which the aim to end long-term homelessness by the end of 2016 was outlined. The statement 
emphasises a housing-led approach, which is focused on accessing permanent housing as the 
primary response to all forms of homelessness. The availability and supply of secure, afford-
able and adequate housing is essential in ensuring sustainable tenancies and ending long-term 
homelessness.

On 20 May 2014, the Implementation Plan on the State’s Response to Homelessness was 
published in which the Government’s approach to delivery on its objective of ending involun-
tary long-term homelessness by the end of 2016 was outlined. A copy of this plan is available 
on my Department’s website at the link provided above.

This plan sets out a range of measures to secure a ring-fenced supply of accommodation to 
house homeless households within the next three years and mobilise the necessary supports. 
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Progress in implementing the plan is reported quarterly through the Cabinet Committee on So-
cial Policy and a copy of the Quarter 2 Progress Report is also available on my Department’s 
website at the link provided above.

17/09/2014WRCCC06500Water Quality

17/09/2014WRCCC066001519. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is a lead problem in the water in an area (details supplied) in Dublin 
5. [33664/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC067001557. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding water quality in an area (details supplied) in County 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34140/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC06800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1519 and 1557 together.

With effect from 1st January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its custom-
ers in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility for the 
independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and the water charges plan to be prepared by Irish Water is subject to the 
approval of the CER.

Under the European Communities (Drinking Water) Regulations 2014, a copy of which is 
available in the Oireachtas library, suppliers of drinking water are required to ensure that the 
water supplied complies with the chemical and microbiological parameters set out in the Regu-
lations. The maximum allowable value for lead is 10 micrograms per litre, which came into 
effect at the end of 2013. At this concentration, there is a risk of exceeding the limits wherever 
there is lead piping and in particular where the water has been sitting in the pipe overnight. 
Irish Water has informed my Department that of its estimated 58,000 kilometres of distribution 
system, there is a very small proportion of lead piping, consisting of approximately 190 short 
lengths across 14 local authorities. Irish Water is working on the replacement of these pipes as 
quickly as possible.

However, there are a significant number of lead public service pipes between the water 
mains and the customer stopcock or water meter. Irish Water is identifying the location of such 
lead service connections during the meter installation programme.  The numbers currently be-
ing identified are about 5% of houses, but this is expected to be higher in town centre areas. 
Irish Water also estimates that there may be a further 30,000 to 40,000 houses with shared lead 
backyard service connections. Irish Water has informed my Department that it intends to in-
vest in public lead pipe replacement schemes, primarily communications pipes, with a view to 
eliminating lead mains, including shared backyard service connections over the next ten years. 
Irish Water is also reviewing its water treatment processes to ensure that they can mitigate the 
risk in the short term.

The Water Services Act 2007 provides that the owner of a premises is responsible for the 
maintenance and renewal of the internal water distribution system and shall ensure that it is kept 
in good order and repair, so as to prevent a risk to human health or the environment and that the 
water meets prescribed quality standards. Responsibility for replacing lead pipes from the main 
stopcock to the house and within the house rests with the homeowner. As a precaution, Irish 
Water recommends persons in premises that have lead piping, to flush the supply at the kitchen 
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tap first thing in the morning, before using for drinking.

The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 requires the CER to perform its functions in a manner 
that best serves the interests of the customers of Irish Water. This is similar to the CER’s statu-
tory role in respect of the gas and electricity sectors.  I fully expect that the CER will consider 
compliance with statutory standards by Irish Water in the discharge of its functions.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the supervisory authority with responsibil-
ity for monitoring Irish Water’s compliance with these Regulations.  In the event of non-com-
pliance with the quality standards set out in the Regulations, the water supplier will investigate 
the cause in consultation with the EPA and, if a potential risk to human health exists, with the 
Health Service Executive, to ensure that the appropriate remedial action is taken. This may in-
clude the prohibition or the restriction of the supply by the water supplier.  The EPA publishes 
an annual report on the quality of drinking water supplies in Ireland, which sets out details on 
the numbers of water restrictions and boil water notices.  Copies of these reports are available in 
the Oireachtas library or from the EPA website ( http://www.epa.ie). Irish Water also publishes 
water quality results on its website www.water.ie.

I understand that lead exceedances have been reported to the EPA in recent years in one of 
the areas in question arising from samples taken at private dwellings. The EPA has indicated to 
my Department that, in each case, its investigations have concluded that Dublin City Council/
Irish Water took appropriate action and advice was given to the householders concerned. No 
water restriction has issued under the Drinking Water Regulations to consumers in either of the 
areas in question.

17/09/2014WRCCC06900Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Administration

17/09/2014WRCCC070001520. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the non-principal private residence charge in re-
spect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33666/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC071001526. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the non-principal private residence charge in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [33766/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC07200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1520 and 1526 together.

The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative basis for 
the Non Principal Private Residence (NPPR) Charge. The NPPR Charge of €200 per annum, 
which has since been discontinued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property 
in which the owner did not reside as their normal place of residence.

Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect NPPR charges and late payment 
fees due to it, and all charges and late payment fees imposed and payable to a local authority are 
under the care and management of the local authority concerned. In this regard, application of 
the legislation in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local authority.

17/09/2014WRCCC07300Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

17/09/2014WRCCC074001521. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government the options available to a person (details supplied) who does not meet the 
criteria for social housing but still has a housing need; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33670/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC075001537. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding the rental accommodation scheme in respect of a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33912/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC07600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1521 and 1537 together.

The administration of the Rental Accommodation Scheme is a matter for individual local 
authorities. In order to qualify for the scheme, a household must be assessed by the relevant 
authority as being eligible for social housing support and having a housing need, and have been 
in receipt of rent supplement for the previous 18 months.

In determining the eligibility of individual households for social housing support, local au-
thorities have regard to section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the 
Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 which set down the eligibility criteria for such 
support.

Regulation 22(1) of the 2011 provides that a household with alternative accommodation that 
would meet its housing need is ineligible for social housing support. However paragraph (2) 
of the Regulation clarifies that this does not operate to exclude from eligibility for social hous-
ing support an applicant who owns accommodation that is occupied by his or her spouse, from 
whom he or she is separated under a court order or deed of separation.

Section 49(2)(e) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 amended section 20 
of the 2009 Act to deal with situations where a housing authority is unable to establish for the 
time being whether alternative accommodation is available to a household that would meet its 
housing need because a household member is separated and has a claim on the family home 
that has not been determined. The amendment provides that, where such a household is other-
wise qualified for social housing support, the household will, subject to review by the housing 
authority at prescribed intervals, be entitled to housing assistance or accommodation provided 
under a rental accommodation arrangement. Section 49(2)(e) came into operation on 15 Sep-
tember 2014.

17/09/2014WRCCC07700Planning Issues

17/09/2014WRCCC078001522. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number and names of local authorities that have completed educational 
impact assessments on residential zoning to identify potential need for schools. [33686/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC07900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information requested is not available in my Department.

In this connection, The Provision of Schools and the Planning System - A Code of Practice 
was jointly published, in August 2008, by my Department and the Department of Education and 
Skills. The Code of Practice sets out co-ordinated actions to be taken in relation to forecasting 
future demand for school places by the Department of Education and Skills and planning for the 
provision of school sites within the planning system, as well as the efficient handling of plan-
ning applications and associated consultations by the relevant planning authorities to expedite 
school delivery.  With regard to assessing the implications of local authority development plan-
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ning on the issue of schools and school provision in a given area, local authorities are obliged 
under the Code of Practice to take this matter into account in preparing and finalising their local 
area and development plans, working in conjunction with the relevant forward planning and 
new school sections of the Department of Education and Skills.

Furthermore, section 10(2)(l) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 requires a devel-
opment plan to include objectives for “the provision, or facilitation of the provision, of services 
for the community including, in particular, schools, crèches and other education and childcare 
facilities”.  This requirement is restated in my Department’s 2007 Development Plan Guide-
lines for Planning Authorities.

In addition, a Memorandum of Understanding has been agreed between the Department 
of Education and Skills, the City and County Management Association and my Department in 
relation to the acquisition of sites for schools by local authorities.

The Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Local Area Plans published on 25 June, 2013 
highlight the importance of local authority engagement and co-operation with the Department 
of Education and Skills, particularly through the foregoing mechanisms, and recommend that 
local area plans provide a realistic phasing timetable to ensure that the provision of school fa-
cilities is delivered in conjunction with the phased construction of housing.

Both I and the Minister for Education and Skills are statutory consultees for the purposes 
of local authority development plans.  My Department continues to work pro-actively with 
the Department of Education and Skills in ensuring the issue of schools provision is properly 
addressed both in local authority plans and that new schools are delivered in a timely and cost-
effective manner and in line with the proper planning and sustainable development of the areas 
in which they are needed.

  Question No. 1523 answered with Question No. 1463.

17/09/2014WRCCC08100Water Charges Exemptions

17/09/2014WRCCC082001524. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on the granting of extra free water usage allowance to those with inflam-
matory bowel disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33745/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC083001551. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on the proposal that persons suffering from illnesses and conditions 
that require a heavy water usage, for example, dialysis patients and so on should be exempt 
from extra charges that will apply for the necessary use of such water; and his proposals for 
water charges for those suffering from severe illnesses. [34113/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC084001570. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if Alzheimer’s and other related dementias will be included on the list 
of medical conditions for which water charges would be capped. [34286/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC085001618. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when he expects to be in a position to give an indication regarding the 
rate or level of water charges likely in respect of persons with disabilities or medical conditions; 
the extent to which basic or free allowance is likely to apply in these instances; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34853/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC08600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
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ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1524, 1551, 1570 and 1618 together.

With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its custom-
ers in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility for the 
independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting the interest 
of customers.

The proposed approach to charging has been outlined by Irish Water in a water charges plan 
which it has submitted to the CER in line with the provisions of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 
2013.  The CER is responsible for approving the plan, taking account of a Ministerial policy 
direction issued to the CER in July 2014, in accordance with section 42 of the Water Services 
(No. 2) Act 2013.

The water charges plan submitted by Irish Water in line with the CER’s requirements, re-
flects both metered charges and unmetered or “assessed” charges which are to be as close as 
possible a proxy for metered usage under normal consumption circumstances.

The policy direction of July 2014 requires that special provision be made in the water charg-
es plan for customers of Irish water who have specific medical conditions which require in-
creased water consumption, involving capping of the charges at the relevant assessed charges.

The direction also indicates that the conditions to be covered will be set out following con-
sultation with the Minister for Health. I hope to conclude the necessary consultation shortly and 
announce arrangements in advance of 1 October 2014.

17/09/2014WRCCC08700Departmental Expenditure

17/09/2014WRCCC088001525. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the amount of money the Department spent in 2009 announcing the in-
troduction of the non-principal private residence charge (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33752/14]

17/09/2014WRCCC08900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative basis for 
the Non Principal Private Residence (NPPR) Charge. The NPPR Charge of €200 per annum, 
which has since been discontinued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property 
in which the owner did not reside as their normal place of residence.

My Department undertook an initial media campaign when the NPPR charge was first in-
troduced in 2009 at a cost of €44,400. Nationwide advertising has also taken place in each year 
since the introduction of the charge under the auspices of the local authorities to ensure general 
awareness of the charge and the liability dates. In addition, local authorities have undertaken 
their own advertising campaigns locally.

The NPPR Project Board, in conjunction with individual local authorities, undertook a me-
dia campaign this year aimed at reminding non-compliant owners that additional late payment 
penalties applied after 31 August 2014. The extensive radio and print media campaign reminded 
non-compliant owners of their obligations to come forward to regularise their affairs and to take 
advantage of this once-off grace period.  As this is a matter for the local authorities themselves, 
information on the costs of such advertising is not available in my Department.
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      Question No. 1526 answered with Question No. 1520.

Question No. 1527 answered with Question No. 1505.

  Question No. 1528 answered with Question No. 1451.

17/09/2014WRDDD00500Local Authority Funding

17/09/2014WRDDD006001529. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if funding has been approved for remedial works at a location (details supplied) 
in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33779/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD007001530. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding Meath County Council’s submission for a comprehen-
sive remedial works scheme for a housing estate (details supplied) in County Meath; if and 
when approval for same will be given; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33780/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1529 and 1530 together.

Given the pressures on available resources, my Department is not in a position to support 
all proposals received from local authorities, including those referred to, for remedial works 
schemes.

My Department continues to support a range of social housing developments, including 
both new provision and improvements to the existing housing stock. This support has included 
a recent approval by my Department of €49,000 for the area concerned under the scheme for 
returning vacant properties to productive use.

17/09/2014WRDDD00900Leader Programmes Funding

17/09/2014WRDDD010001531. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason a community group (details supplied) in County Mayo has yet to 
receive its Leader funding payment; his views that this delay is unacceptable; if he will expedite 
the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33789/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the LEADER elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, the Local Action Groups (LAGs) are the 
principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding. Such decisions are 
made in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with 
the Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations. The LAG for the area referred to in the 
question is Mayo North East LEADER Partnership (MNELP).

I understand that MNELP have contacted the promoter of the project concerned seeking ad-
ditional information in relation to the project.

17/09/2014WRDDD01200Litter Pollution

17/09/2014WRDDD013001532. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if his attention has been drawn to the north inner city of Dublin as a black spot for 
littering; his plans to reduce the incidence of littering there; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33829/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The Litter Pollution Acts 1997 to 2009 provide the statu-
tory framework to combat litter. Under the Acts, the primary management and enforcement 
response to littering is a matter for the local authorities.

Local authorities are independent statutory bodies, with democratically elected councils and 
their own management systems and as such, it is a matter for individual authorities to determine 
the most appropriate course of action to tackle litter pollution, within the context of national 
policy and legislation. It is also a matter for each local authority to decide on the most appropri-
ate public awareness, enforcement and clean-up actions in relation to litter, taking account of 
their own local circumstances and priorities. Accordingly, it is a matter for Dublin City Council 
to manage its own response to littering in the north inner city and elsewhere in its functional 
area.

To support local authorities, under the 2014 Anti-Litter & Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grant 
Scheme, my Department has made grants available from the Environment Fund to provide 
funding support to appropriate public education and awareness initiatives in relation to both 
litter and graffiti. A total of €850,000 is available under the scheme this year.

My Department also announced the provision of a further €2.975 million to local authori-
ties for a dedicated Public Area Enhancement scheme for the busy summer tourist season. This 
additional, once-off funding was provided to support local authorities’ efforts to prepare and 
maintain their public areas in an effort to maximise the economic benefits that can flow from 
increased visitors to their towns, cities and counties.

A total of €171,040 has been allocated to Dublin City Council under these two schemes.

17/09/2014WRDDD01500Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Yield

17/09/2014WRDDD016001533. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide a breakdown of moneys paid for the non-principal 
private residence tax, by county between 1 June 2014 to 1 September 2014; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33836/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, 
provides the legislative basis for the Non Principal Private Residence (NPPR) Charge. The 
NPPR Charge of €200 per annum, which has since been discontinued, applied in the years 2009 
to 2013 to any residential property in which the owner did not reside as their normal place of 
residence.

The table details Non-Principal Private Residence Charge revenue raised on a county basis 
between 1 June 2014 and 1 September 2014 based on data provided by the Local Government 
Management Agency. Proceeds from the charge are retained by local authorities and are used 
for the provision of local services.

County €  
Carlow 287,800 
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County €  
Cavan 492,390 
Clare 770,400 
Cork 2,784,990 
Donegal 1,072,100 
Dublin 9,327,020 
Galway 1,876,380 
Kerry 1,057,880 
Kildare 1,166,380 
Kilkenny 303,280 
Laois 361,980 
Leitrim 348,480 
Limerick 845,340 
Longford 228,400 
Louth 751,540 
Mayo 994,520 
Meath 1,139,080 
Monaghan 177,980 
Offaly 407,440 
Roscommon 390,280 
Sligo 625,980 
Tipperary 583,060 
Waterford 608,180 
Westmeath 537,520 
Wexford 849,640 
Wicklow 1,382,520 
Total 29,370,560 

17/09/2014WRDDD01800Proposed Legislation

17/09/2014WRDDD019001534. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his views on an amendment (details supplied) to the Planning and De-
velopment Act. [33874/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 152 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 requires that a planning authority 
must issue a warning letter following receipt of a complaint made under section 151 alleging 
that unauthorised development may have been, is being, or may be carried out, unless the de-
velopment in question is of a trivial or minor nature.

The warning letter must, among other things, state that it has come to the attention of the 
planning authority that unauthorised development may have been, is being or may be carried 
out, and that the person served with the letter may make written observations within 4 weeks.  
The planning authority must then carry out an investigation and decide whether it is necessary 
to issue an enforcement notice, and in making this decision it must take into account any sub-
missions received from the person on whom the warning letter was served.

I have no plans to amend the current provisions. In this regard, a complaint alerts the plan-
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ning authority to the fact that unauthorised development may have been or is being carried out. 
An enforcement notice in relation to any such unauthorised development will only be issued 
where this has been established to be the case.

17/09/2014WRDDD02100Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Administration

17/09/2014WRDDD022001535. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the charge on a property as a result of non-payment of the non-principal 
private residence charge lapses entirely in all circumstances after 12 years if the property has 
not been sold by then; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33894/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD023001543. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the charge over a property in respect of an unpaid non-principal private 
residence liability falls in all circumstances after 12 years and the person concerned has no fur-
ther liability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34016/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1535 and 1543 together.

The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative basis for 
the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge. The NPPR Charge, which has since been discon-
tinued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property in which the owner did not 
reside as their normal place of residence. It is a matter for an owner, whether resident in Ireland 
or elsewhere, to determine if he or she has a liability and, if so, to declare that liability and pay 
the Charge and any late payment fees applicable.

  Section 7 (1) of the 2009 Act provides that any charge or late payment fee due and unpaid 
by an owner of residential property shall be a charge on the property to which it relates. Sec-
tion 7 (2) provides that the said property shall not remain charged with or liable to the payment 
of such unpaid charge or late payment fee after the expiration of 12 years from the date upon 
which the amount concerned fell due.

The 2009 Act, as amended, places the Charge under the care and management of the local 
authorities, and application in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local author-
ity.

17/09/2014WRDDD02500Waste Management Regulations

17/09/2014WRDDD026001536. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding the need to regulate household waste collection; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33906/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Environmental standards in relation to the collection of waste are governed by the Waste 
Management (Collection Permit) Regulations 2007 and their enforcement is the responsibility 
of local authorities.  A waste collector must also comply with any waste collection bye-laws 
which are in force within a local authority’s functional area as well as with all other relevant 
legislation, environmental or otherwise.

The treatment and management of waste material is subject to a registration and permit-
ting system by local authorities or registration and licensing by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), as appropriate.  These systems are governed by the Waste Management (Facility 
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Permit & Registration) Regulations 2007 and the Waste Management (Licensing) Regulations 
2004.  The primary purpose of the registration, permitting and licensing system is to place ap-
propriate controls on waste facilities and activities so as to ensure good and consistent waste 
management practice and the implementation of high standards of environmental protection.

Enforcement of conditions attaching to waste collection permits, certificates of registration, 
waste facility permits or waste licences are matters for the relevant local authority or the EPA as 
appropriate. Under section 60(3) of the 1996 Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or 
control in relation to the performance, in specific cases, by a local authority or the EPA of their 
statutory functions under the Act.

My role as Minister is to provide a comprehensive legislative and waste policy framework 
through which the relevant environmental regulatory bodies, such as local authorities and the 
EPA, operate. In that context, I intend to introduce legislation early next year, to come into ef-
fect in July 2015, to significantly reform the regulation of household waste collection, includ-
ing introducing measures to require collectors to operate the pay by weight system across all 3 
bins as a condition of the permit and meet certain minimum standards of customer service (for 
example, specified frequencies of collection).  It will also become a statutory requirement for all 
collectors to have customer charters in place. I will be setting out in law what the minimum con-
tent of these customer charters will be so that standards of service are raised and are consistent.

My remit as Minister does not extend to industrial relations issues such as workers’ rights 
and conditions or industrial dispute resolution in the waste or any other sector.

  Question No. 1537 answered with Question No. 1521.

17/09/2014WRDDD02900Control of Dogs

17/09/2014WRDDD030001538. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to update the laws regarding control of dogs in public places; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33951/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Control of Dogs Acts 1986 and 1992 set out a range of requirements for all dog own-
ers and the requirement to accompany and keep effectual control of their dogs. The penalty for 
non-conformance with these requirements is a fine of up to €2,500 or imprisonment for a term 
of up to three months, or both.

Furthermore, the Control of Dogs Regulations 1998 (as amended) set out further require-
ments that owners of specific breeds of dogs have to follow, namely that their dogs must be 
muzzled, leashed and led by a competent person over 16 years of age when in public.

I have no plans at present to amend current legislation on dog control.

17/09/2014WRDDD03200Housing Agency Portfolio

17/09/2014WRDDD033001539. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of sites currently under the remit of the Housing Agency; the 
number of these sites that have been fully paid for; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33970/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD034001595. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government if the legal procedures involved in the transfer of all lands purchased by 
the Housing Agency from local authorities have been completed; if he will provide a list of all 
lands that are currently outstanding nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34637/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1539 and 1595 together.

I presume the Questions relate to the Land Aggregation Scheme (LAGS).

In total, the Housing Agency has 49 unencumbered sites in its ownership, 36 of which were 
transferred through the LAGS. The Housing Agency also holds 13 other unencumbered sites, 
which were previously held by the National Building Agency.

The LAGS was introduced in 2010 as part of revised arrangements for the funding of land 
for social housing purposes. A condition of the scheme requires the transfer of lands included 
in the scheme to the Housing Agency.

An estimated total loan value of €162m was approved for inclusion in the Scheme in respect 
of 73 sites in nineteen local authority areas. The figure of €162m includes €111m in respect of 
47 sites, where loans which were fully redeemed by local authorities with funding recouped 
from my Department, under the original terms of the Scheme. The remaining €51m relates to 
26 sites and is in the form of annuity loans with the Housing Finance Agency (HFA), for which 
local authorities are making repayments to the HFA and recouping these payments from my 
Department on condition that the site is fully transferred to the Housing Agency.

Currently 43, of the 73 LAGS sites have been fully transferred to the Housing Agency. Of 
these 43 sites, 36 were dealt with under the first iteration of the Scheme and have had their as-
sociated loans redeemed in full. Of the 30 sites still to be transferred, 14 are in the final stages 
of transfer, and discussions are on-going between the Housing Agency and the relevant Local 
Authorities regarding the transfer of the remaining 16 sites. Details of the 30 sites still to be 
transferred are set out in the following table.

Local Authorities were notified of the discontinuance of the Land Aggregation Scheme in 
2013. The focus of the Scheme has now shifted to the management and utilisation of the lands 
included in the Scheme. The Housing Agency is developing a strategy for the utilisation of 
transferred lands, which will involve consultation with the relevant local authority and other 
appropriate parties. The development of this strategy is being progressed in the context of the 
new Social Housing Strategy, which my Department is preparing under the Government’s Con-
struction 2020 Strategy.

LAGS Sites to be Transferred to the Housing Agency

- LOCAL AUTHORITY SITE 
1 Kildare Co Co Devoy Barracks, Naas 
2 Kildare Co Co Brallistown 
3 Kildare Co Co Nurney 
4 Kildare Co Co Clane 
5 Laois Co Co Derry Road, Durrow 
6 Cork Co Co Cloughmacsimon, Bandon 
7 Laois Co Co Bride Street Ballinakill 
8 Sligo Co Co Ballinode, Sligo 
9 Offaly Co Co Kilcormac (Kyleboher) 



Questions - Written Answers

862

- LOCAL AUTHORITY SITE 
10 Galway City Co Ballymoneen Road 
11 Sligo Co Co Lisnalurg 
12 Cork Co Co St Joseph’s Road, Mallow 
13 Wexford Co Co Campile, Ballykerogue 
14 Carlow Co Co Paupish, Carlow 
15 Carlow Co Co Tullow Road 
16 Cork Co Co The Slip, Bantry 
17 Meath Co Co Townspark, Kells 
18 Kildare Co Co Craddockstown, Naas 
19 Laois Co Co Abbeyleix Road Portlaoise 
20 Cork Co Co Agharinagh, Dripsey 
21 Cork Co Co Land at Stagpark, Mitchelstown 
22 Cork Co Co The Miles, Clonakilty, Co Cork 
23 Cork Co Co Townsend St, Skibbereen, Cork 
24 Cork Co Co Respond, Duntahane Road, Fermoy 
25 Cork Co Co Respond, Land Barrack Road, Youghal 
26 Cork Co Co Bawnlahan, Union Hall, Cork 
27 Wexford Co Co Castlemoyle, New Ross 
28 Offaly Co Co Collins Lane, Tullamore 
29 Carlow Co Co Royal Oak Rd, Bagenalstown 
30 Louth Co Co Mount Avenue, Dundalk 

17/09/2014WRDDD03600Mortgage to Rent Scheme Applications

17/09/2014WRDDD037001540. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 169 of 16 July 2014, the position 
regarding an individual mortgage to rent case in respect of persons (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33980/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): There has been no change in the position regarding the mortgage to rent case referred to.

An application for provisional approval in this case was received by my Department on 
9 June 2014 and was granted the following day. In order to progress this case to full funding 
approval, a further submission is required confirming all costs and agreements are in place or 
in train. This submission is awaited by my Department and is subject to the consent of the bor-
rower to share their information with the Housing Agency.  This must be secured by the lender 
under the mortgage to rent protocol.  Once this has been received an independent valuation will 
be arranged, the property will then be offered to the Approved Housing Body (AHB) panel and 
an interested AHB will negotiate with the lender to purchase the property.

17/09/2014WRDDD03900Irish Water Establishment

17/09/2014WRDDD040001541. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he expects to sign a statutory instrument for the transfer of liabilities 
from local authorities to Irish Water; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33995/14]
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17/09/2014WRDDD04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides for the transfer of water services functions 
from the 34 water services authorities to Irish Water.  With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish 
Water is responsible for the provision of public water services.

Section 12 of the Act provides for the transfer of property from a local authority to Irish 
Water. Section 13 of the Act provides that any rights or liabilities relating to the property trans-
ferred to Irish Water under section 12 shall also stand transferred to Irish Water. Section 14 of 
the Act provides for the transfer of other liabilities from a water services authority to Irish Water 
by way of Ministerial Order.

To date, two Orders have been made under section 14 - the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 
(Transfer of Other Liabilities) Order 2014, which was signed on 20 February 2014, and the 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 (Transfer of Other Liabilities) Order (No. 2) 2014, which was 
signed on 24 April 2014. The Orders, which are available in the Oireachtas library, provided for 
the transfer of a total of 970 contracts from the local authorities to Irish Water.

Work is underway to prepare for the transfer of water services property and liabilities from 
the local authorities to Irish Water and it is expected that further Orders will be made in this 
regard in the coming months. 

17/09/2014WRDDD04200Departmental Functions

17/09/2014WRDDD043001542. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service 
his Department is a party to; if he will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the adminis-
trative arrangement; the duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value 
of these administrative arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34002/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): An arrangement of the kind concerned is in place between the Rent Tribunal and the 
Private Residential Tenancies Board, as set out in the following table.  The Rent Tribunal was 
established under the Housing (Private Rented Dwellings) (Amendment) Act 1983, for the pur-
pose of determining the terms of the tenancies (including the rent) of dwellings formally con-
trolled under the Rent Restrictions Acts. The merger of the Rent Tribunal and the PRTB was 
announced in 2009 on foot of a Government decision on the rationalisation of state agencies.

The merger of these two bodies has been in place on an administrative basis since 1 October 
2009; administrative support services to the Rent Tribunal are provided by the PRTB and the 
Chairperson of the PRTB is the Chairperson of the Rent Tribunal. The Residential Tenancies 
(Amendment) ( No. 2 ) Bill 2012, which is currently before the Oireachtas, will give legislative 
effect to the merger and provides for the dissolution of the Rent Tribunal.

The operational costs of the Rent Tribunal since 1 October 2009 have been borne by the 
Private Residential Tenancies Board.

In addition, while not considered an administrative arrangement within the scope of the 
question, my Department engages the services of Pobal for the provision of services across a 
number of programmes, including the Local and Community Development Programme, Dor-
mant Accounts Measures and the Scheme to Support National Organisations. Some €2.6m was 
provided for this purpose in 2013.
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Name of Party to the Administrative Ar-
rangement 

Duration of Administrative 
Arrangement 

Cost recovery value of the Admin-
istrative Arrangement 

Rent Tribunal & Private Residential 
Tenancies Board 

Since 2009 The operational costs of the Rent 
Tribunal since 1 October 2009 
have been borne by the PRTB. 

  Question No. 1543 answered with Question No. 1535.

17/09/2014WRDDD04600Local Government Fund

17/09/2014WRDDD047001544. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if allocations to local authorities from the Local Government Fund will remain 
the same as in 2014 for 2015. [34030/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD048001605. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when all local authorities will be informed of their allocations for 2015 
which they will receive from the Department under the Local Government Fund. [34752/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD04900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1544 and 1605 together.

Local Property Tax was introduced to provide an alternative, stable and sustainable funding 
base for the local authority sector, providing greater levels of connection between local revenue 
raising and associated expenditure decisions. Given that local authorities vary significantly 
from one another in terms of size, population, public service demands, infrastructure and in-
come sources, the Government has decided that no local authority will receive a lesser alloca-
tion from LPT in 2015 than they received from the Local Government Fund in 2014. 80% of 
LPT will be retained locally to fund vital public services in 2015. The remaining 20% will be 
re-distributed to provide additional funding to certain local authorities that have lower property 
tax bases due to the variance in property values across the State.

Certain local authorities, with stronger property bases, will receive additional income in 
2015 from LPT compared to their 2014 General Purpose Grant. The Government has decided 
that these local authorities will use this surplus funding in two ways, with a portion available 
for their own discretionary purposes and the remainder, if any, to fund some services in the 
Housing and Roads areas for which they currently receive Central Government funding. The 
portion that will be retained for discretionary purposes by these authorities will be an amount 
equal to 20% of the total expected LPT income in their respective areas (before any decision to 
vary rates) or, in the case where that surplus will be less than 20%, the full amount. It will be 
a matter for the individual local authorities to decide how to spend that discretionary funding.

Local authority elected members have been given the power to decide whether or not to 
increase or decrease LPT rates by up to 15% for 2015 and must inform the Revenue Commis-
sioners of their intentions by the end of September. In the event that a local authority decides to 
increase LPT rates, they will retain 100% of the additional LPT collected. Where a local author-
ity decides to reduce LPT rates, the full cost of that reduction will be reflected in a reduced LPT 
allocation to that local authority.

I have advised local authorities of their individual provisional LPT allocations for 2015. 
This information has been provided at this early stage in the budget process for 2015 in order 
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to ensure that local authorities have sufficient detail available to inform their decision-making 
in respect of LPT rate variation for 2015, which must be completed and notified to the Revenue 
Commissioners by 30 September 2014.

17/09/2014WRDDD05000Grant Payments

17/09/2014WRDDD051001545. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will instruct local authorities to accept applications for the household 
adaptation grant scheme from individuals who are in arrears on the local property tax, condi-
tional upon an agreed timeline for repayment of the arrears; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34035/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD05200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): It is a requirement under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and 
People with a Disability that applicants are registered for the payment of the Local Property 
Tax. Where an applicant is in arrears and there is an agreed timeline for repayment, applications 
can be accepted by the local authority. The detailed administration of the schemes, including 
the assessment, approval and payment of grants to applicants, is the responsibility of the local 
authority.

  Question No. 1546 answered with Question No. 1518.

17/09/2014WRDDD05400Local Authority Staff Recruitment

17/09/2014WRDDD055001547. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason there are no new apprentices in Dublin City Council; if this is 
in breach of the Haddington Road agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34048/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD05600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The moratorium on recruitment and promotion in the public service was introduced in 
March 2009 in response to the financial crisis. My Department operates a delegated sanction 
from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for implementation of the moratorium 
in relation to local authorities, and any exceptions to the moratorium in local authorities require 
sanction from my Department.

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible 
for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authorities for which he or she is responsible. In this regard, it is a matter for Chief Execu-
tives, in the first instance, to ensure that the moratorium is implemented while the appropriate 
service levels are maintained.

My Department examines all staffing sanction requests on a case by case basis having due 
regard to the continued delivery of key services in the context of staffing and budgetary con-
straints. In considering sanction requests, public safety, maintaining key front line services, and 
economic issues are given precedence.

My Department works closely with Dublin City Council in relation to overall staffing re-
quirements and has not, to date, received a request from Dublin City Council for apprenticeship 
positions.

  Question No. 1548 answered with Question No. 1454.
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17/09/2014WRDDD05800Departmental Funding

17/09/2014WRDDD059001549. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the payments of public moneys that were made to An Taisce in 2013; the 
purpose of these payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34069/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD06000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department provided €0.737 million to An Taisce in 2013 in respect of a range of en-
vironmental activities and public awareness initiatives which it has undertaken, including the 
National Spring Clean initiative; the Green Schools initiative; the Clean Coast and Blue Flag 
Awards; contribution to the Irish Business Against Litter (IBAL) National Litter League; and 
implementation of the Bathing Water Quality Regulations.

  Question No. 1550 answered with Question No. 1505.

  Question No. 1551 answered with Question No. 1524.

  Question No. 1552 answered with Question No. 1484.

17/09/2014WRDDD06400Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

17/09/2014WRDDD065001553. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will report on the progress of the proposed sewerage scheme extension to 
Castleisland sewerage scheme at Tullig and College Road, Castleisland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34126/14]

17/09/2014WRDDD06600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department approved a grant of €187,500 under the 2014 Rural Water Programme 
towards a proposed group sewerage scheme at Tullig, Castleisland, in April 2014. Approval to 
the reallocation of this grant to another measure of the Rural Water Programme issued to Kerry 
County Council earlier this month following receipt of correspondence from the Council indi-
cating that work would not commence on the scheme in 2014 and requesting that the funding 
be reallocated.

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for the delivery of public water services 
capital infrastructure. Irish Water has recently published its Proposed Capital Investment Plan 
for 2014 – 2016 and this is available on the Irish Water website, www.water.ie.

The further progression of all water services capital projects including the Castleisland Sew-
erage Scheme, which might involve College Road, is now a matter for Irish Water to consider.  
Irish Water has confirmed to my Department that it has established a dedicated team to deal 
with representations and queries from public representatives. The team can be contacted via an 
email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278.

17/09/2014WREE00150Rainwater Harvesting Systems Provision

17/09/2014WREE002001554. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will introduce an awareness campaign for water conservation and provide 
information on methods of water harvesting for domestic and business purposes; if he will pro-
vide a grant scheme for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34127/14]

17/09/2014WREE00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-



17 September 2014

867

ly): I recently published a consultation document on the work programme and the timeframe 
for the second cycle of river basin management plans which are required for the ongoing im-
plementation of the Water Framework Directive.  River basin management planning takes an 
integrated approach to the protection, improvement and sustainable management of our water 
environment and I expect that promoting water conservation and raising public awareness will 
be important features of the plans that will be adopted.   

Irish Water has an overall remit to promote water conservation in relation to public water 
services and I understand that a comprehensive water conservation programme will be under-
taken by the company and will cover the full spectrum of measures including customer aware-
ness and education campaigns about water conservation.     

I am fully supportive of technologies which contribute to the conservation of water.  Rain-
water harvesting has the potential to benefit the environment and contribute to reducing the 
cost of water services for certain uses.  However, the introduction of a grants scheme for any 
purpose must be managed within current budgetary constraints and, in so far as the funds ad-
ministered by my Department are concerned, there are currently no plans to introduce a scheme 
for the installation of rainwater harvesting systems.     

  Question No. 1555 answered with Question No. 1505.

17/09/2014WREE00450Local Authority Housing Mortgages

17/09/2014WREE005001556. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of shared ownership loan schemes currently in existence by local 
authority area; the total amount outstanding; the number of these accounts that are in arrears; 
the total amount of these arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34139/14]

17/09/2014WREE00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Although my Department publishes a wide range of housing statistics, including the 
number and value of local authority mortgages with a breakdown of those in arrears, there 
is no breakdown of Shared Ownership Mortgages available.  The statistics on local author-
ity mortgage arrears are available on my Department’s website at:http://www.environ.ie/en/
Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/FileDownLoad,15295,en.xls 
by clicking “Mortgage Data/Arrears in Local Authorities” under the Housing Loans contents.   

The Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process, already in place in respect of commercial mort-
gages, is now being implemented across all local authorities.  In cases of acute mortgage dis-
tress, homeowners also have the option of seeking to avail of the legal process now also in place 
to deal with personal insolvency.   

My Department’s guidelines to local authorities for dealing with mortgage arrears within 
the local authority sector, Dealing with Mortgage Arrears – A Guide for Local Authorities, 
is available on my Department’s website at: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Develop-
mentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLoad,30943,en.pdf   

Question No. 1557 answered with Question No. 1519.

17/09/2014WREE00750Housing Adaptation Grant Applications

17/09/2014WREE008001558. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will approve a grant for housing repairs in respect of a person with dis-
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abilities (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34142/14]

17/09/2014WREE00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): On 5 September 2014, I announced funding of €8 million for adaptations and extensions to 
social houses to meet the needs of tenants with a disability or to address serious overcrowding.  
Laois County Council was allocated €53,957 and it is a matter for the local authority to priori-
tise the works to be advanced under these measures.      

17/09/2014WREE00950Traveller Accommodation

17/09/2014WREE010001559. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the case of persons (details supplied) in 
County Cork; if his further attention has been drawn to the failure of the council to provide them 
with accommodation; if his attention has been drawn to attempts made by Cork City Council 
to pressure this family and other residents in the halting site either directly or through agents to 
leave this accommodation; his plans to address the needs of Traveller families in these circum-
stances; if he has provided guidance to the local authorities that takes into consideration health 
and safety of the families and the children’s educational needs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [34148/14]

17/09/2014WREE01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In accordance with the provisions of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, 
statutory responsibility for addressing the accommodation needs of Travellers rests with in-
dividual housing authorities.  This includes the assessment of the accommodation needs of 
Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accom-
modation Programmes, designed to meet these needs.  The statutory requirements of the Act 
also place a strong emphasis on consultation by housing authorities with all interests concerned, 
including other local public authorities, community and other bodies, in responding to the ac-
commodation needs of Travellers.  My Department’s role is to provide an adequate legislative 
and financial system to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation.

My Department understands from Cork City Council that the family involved entered a halt-
ing site after vacating their private rented accommodation following the repossession of this 
property. I understand that the family were requested by the Council to vacate the halting site 
and to engage with the Council’s Homeless Services, in accordance with the supports provided 
by the Council in such instances. 

17/09/2014WREE01150Water Meters

17/09/2014WREE012001560. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will investigate allegations (details supplied) in Dublin 15 that water 
meters are compromising the health and safety of every citizen as there are no safety mecha-
nisms put on the water meters, allowing easy access to turn off and contaminate the water sup-
ply of each householder and remove the water meter; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34160/14]

17/09/2014WREE013001580. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his views on concerns relating to the security of Irish Water meters in-
stalled; if he will reassure the growing number of people who have seen various viral videos on 
social media which outline the relative ease with which someone can access households’ water 
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meters and directly tamper with a supply should they so wish.  [34433/14]

17/09/2014WREE014001594. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the ease of access to a domestic household water supply as a result of the 
installation of the new water meters poses a threat to the health of families; if it is possible for a 
person to contaminate a family’s water supply at the new water meter access point. [34619/14]

17/09/2014WREE01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1560, 1580 and 1594 together. 

The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow 
Irish Water to undertake the water metering programme.

Irish Water has procured meters that comply with all relevant European and international 
standards designed to protect the health and safety of customers and the public.  As the meter 
boxes are not sealed, it is possible for a customer to access the meter to verify readings if neces-
sary.

In common with meters for other utility services, once installed the meters remain the prop-
erty of Irish Water.  Section 74 of the Water Services Act 2007 provides that it is an offence to 
damage or otherwise impair a water meter and a person convicted of an offence under section 
74 is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €5,000 or imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding 3 months or both.  Video material has previously been brought to the attention 
of Irish Water which is the statutory body responsible for the metering programme.  Section 57 
of the 2007 Act makes it an offence to cause pollution to water in any waterworks or service 
connection.  A person convicted of an offence under section 57 is liable on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding €5,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months or both, or 
if convicted on indictment to a fine not exceeding €15,000,000 or imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 5 years or both.   

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  They may be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by 
telephone on 1890 278 278.

17/09/2014WREE01550Local Authority Charges Yield

17/09/2014WREE016001561. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form the total amounts of the non-principal 
private residences charge and rates chargeable in every local authority area from 2009 to 2014; 
the amount collected in each local authority from 2009 to 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34168/14]

17/09/2014WREE01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative basis for 
the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge. The NPPR Charge, which has since been discon-
tinued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property in which the owner did not 
reside as their normal place of residence.  The self-assessed charge is set at €200 per annum.  It 
is a matter for an owner to determine if he or she has a liability and, if so, to declare that liability 
and pay the Charge and any late payment fees applicable.  Under the Act, it is a function of a 
local authority to collect Non-Principal Private Residence Charges and late payment fees due to 
it and all Charges and late payment fees imposed and payable to a local authority are under the 
care and management of the local authority concerned. 
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The Non-Principal Private Residence Charge has raised in excess of €447.8m to date over 
its five years of operation.  Proceeds from the charge are retained by local authorities and are 
used for the provision of local services.  It is not possible to state with any certainty the level 
of non-compliance with the Charge.  However, I am confident that compliance levels are high 
as a result of data matching undertaken with other public bodies, such as the Private Residen-
tial Tenancies Board and the Revenue Commissioners, as provided for under the Act.  Table 1 
below details Non-Principal Private Residence Charge revenue collected for each local author-
ity and is set out by liability date; it has been completed based on data provided by the Local 
Government Management Agency. 

Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for com-
mercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by the in-
dependent Commissioner for Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  As with all local charges, 
the invoicing and collection of amounts due is a matter for the local authority concerned to 
manage in light of prevailing circumstances and in accordance with normal accountancy pro-
cedures.  Tables 2 and 3 below detail the amounts of commercial rates expected to be collected 
and the amounts actually collected as reported by local authorities in their individual audited 
financial statements. The latest audited information that is available relates to the financial year 
2012.  As a matter of course, every local authority publishes its audited annual financial state-
ment and a variety of related financial information on their individual websites. 

Table 1 – Amount of NPPR revenue per liability date 2009 to 2013

Local Au-
thority 

2009€ 2010€ 2011€ 2012€ 2013€ Total€ 

Carlow 
County 
Council

939,100 927,960 871,690 895,610 822,410 4,456,770 

Cavan 
County 
Council

1,286,640 1,248,800 1,191,480 1,173,080 1,096,820 5,996,820 

Clare 
County 
Council

2,928,700 2,776,320 2,669,620 2,570,190 2,407,660 13,352,490 

Cork City 
Council

3,359,040 3,310,860 3,113,480 3,044,130 2,861,120 15,688,630 

Cork 
County 
Council

7,701,100 7,552,840 7,146,000 6,798,730 6,320,800 35,519,470 

Donegal 
County 
Council

4,370,160 4,220,660 3,907,020 3,719,350 3,486,990 19,704,180 

Dublin 
City 
Council

17,850,610 17,461,560 16,678,590 15,883,940 14,511,320 82,386,020 

Dun 
Laoghaire 
Rathdown 
County 
Council

4,114,120 4,108,700 3,866,740 3,805,940 3,633,700 19,529,200 
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Local Au-
thority 

2009€ 2010€ 2011€ 2012€ 2013€ Total€ 

Fingal 
County 
Council

4,835,000 4,824,540 4,730,830 4,608,060 4,351,050 23,349,480 

Galway 
City 
Council

3,134,600 3,109,740 2,955,500 2,873,720 2,654,590 14,728,150 

Galway 
County 
Council

3,090,310 3,013,090 2,832,960 2,751,680 2,534,430 14,222,470 

Kerry 
County 
Council

4,396,690 4,223,800 3,942,200 3,841,280 3,614,810 20,018,780 

Kildare 
County 
Council

2,948,520 2,903,100 2,749,300 2,774,130 2,552,560 13,927,610 

Kilkenny 
County 
Council

1,157,120 1,171,100 1,122,380 1,130,120 1,047,100 5,627,820 

Laois 
County 
Council

947,540 984,900 944,400 941,380 910,220 4,728,440 

Leitrim 
County 
Council

951,040 909,480 853,220 833,600 764,460 4,311,800 

Limer-
ick City 
Council

1,684,940 1,636,740 1,536,860 1,517,210 1,373,450 7,749,200 

Limerick 
County 
Council

1,929,880 1,883,780 1,797,900 1,770,100 1,634,670 9,016,330 

Longford 
County 
Council

840,200 824,900 746,880 767,360 703,200 3,882,540 

Louth 
County 
Council

1,854,120 1,811,120 1,663,780 1,637,810 1,500,600 8,467,430 

Mayo 
County 
Council

3,127,240 3,011,520 2,867,800 2,747,280 2,566,320 14,320,160 

Meath 
County 
Council

2,142,660 2,140,320 2,032,920 1,989,660 1,865,240 10,170,800 

Monaghan 
County 
Council

718,700 707,740 665,740 660,540 622,400 3,375,120 
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Local Au-
thority 

2009€ 2010€ 2011€ 2012€ 2013€ Total€ 

North 
Tipperary 
County 
Council

1,106,960 1,087,480 1,033,940 1,041,560 964,460 5,234,400 

Offaly 
County 
Council

906,750 917,150 862,990 883,530 803,140 4,373,560 

Roscom-
mon 
County 
Council

1,198,640 1,161,480 1,107,420 1,111,060 1,026,770 5,605,370 

Sligo 
County 
Council

1,877,330 1,843,080 1,706,560 1,659,200 1,517,400 8,603,570 

South 
Dublin 
County 
Council

3,313,020 3,460,810 3,303,700 3,252,190 3,036,150 16,365,870 

South 
Tipperary 
County 
Council

1,359,760 1,282,700 1,178,100 1,207,240 1,113,770 6,141,570 

Water-
ford City 
Council

1,269,320 1,242,160 1,159,480 1,154,500 1,061,900 5,887,360 

Waterford 
County 
Council

1,216,460 1,185,700 1,111,780 1,079,920 984,600 5,578,460 

West-
meath 
County 
Council

1,656,140 1,645,640 1,570,820 1,554,360 1,450,800 7,877,760 

Wexford 
County 
Council

3,580,840 3,432,180 3,326,920 3,263,670 3,106,920 16,710,530 

Wicklow 
County 
Council

2,370,770 2,314,490 2,194,040 2,117,640 1,901,310 10,898,250 

Total: 96,164,020 94,336,440 89,443,040 87,059,770 80,803,140 447,806,410 

Table 2 – Amount of commercial rates to be collected 2009-2012
2009 2010 2011 2012

Local Authority Rates to be col-
lected€

Rates to be col-
lected€

Rates to be col-
lected€

Rates to be col-
lected€

Carlow County 
Council

5,374,918 5,320,559 5,292,566 5,933,669
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2009 2010 2011 2012
Cavan County 
Council 

9,803,683 10,484,386 10,852,139 11,170,539

Clare County 
Council

35,610,968 35,568,108 35,915,480 36,206,858

Cork County 
Council

100,501,571 103,871,474 108,079,202 113,307,202

Donegal County 
Council

20,911,384 21,120,580 20,933,063 21,331,713

Fingal County 
Council

128,955,984 118,535,544 116,394,656 121,495,756

Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown 
County Council

88,212,296 89,479,989 88,948,647 86,392,172

Galway County 
Council

22,494,723 23,139,712 23,637,493 23,840,912

Kerry County 
Council

18,066,275 18,262,690 21,778,442 21,917,800

Kildare County 
Council

38,904,433 38,359,818 36,235,752 46,928,784

Kilkenny Coun-
ty Council

11,415,160 11,737,796 11,983,357 12,096,264

Laois County 
Council

8,917,227 9,240,132 10,044,575 12,048,656

Leitrim County 
Council

4,600,260 4,655,068 4,775,424 4,838,733

Limerick Coun-
ty Council

26,570,796 27,634,169 28,546,458 28,807,773

Longford Coun-
ty Council 

3,957,801 3,861,091 4,719,069 4,782,937

Louth County 
Council

7,879,049 7,772,866 8,003,770 8,110,545

Mayo County 
Council

13,756,717 13,649,034 14,642,530 14,778,314

Meath County 
Council 

21,524,342 22,951,579 24,748,845 25,241,821

Monaghan 
County Council 

6,207,910 6,370,715 6,431,415 6,488,793

North Tipperary 
County Council

7,037,876 6,768,938 6,987,763 7,071,819

Offaly County 
Council

7,640,652 7,968,100 7,899,171 8,978,296

Roscommon 
County Council

10,330,451 10,251,188 10,527,686 11,223,586

Sligo County 
Council

4,747,159 4,876,672 5,026,820 5,209,633

South Dublin 
County Council

121,180,161 124,050,401 125,550,859 122,641,598
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2009 2010 2011 2012
South Tipperary 
County Council

7,714,681 7,455,126 7,727,066 8,582,258

Waterford 
County Council 

6,946,607 7,128,391 7,698,959 7,551,177

Westmeath 
County Council

7,807,175 8,040,768 9,900,448 10,042,374

Wexford County 
Council 

16,563,297 17,176,710 18,188,065 18,672,534

Wicklow Coun-
ty Council 

16,574,472 17,047,486 17,341,036 17,579,632

Cork City 62,217,674 63,419,617 64,625,928 65,475,997
Dublin City 316,107,522 324,537,363 325,075,797 341,260,508
Galway City 33,168,472 33,594,573 33,990,039 34,830,054
Limerick City 30,298,778 30,542,193 30,721,667 30,468,252
Waterford City 18,128,622 18,270,652 18,419,974 18,525,798
Clonmel Bor-
ough Council

4,651,034 4,896,943 5,024,188 6,236,154

Drogheda Bor-
ough Council

11,888,285 12,264,642 11,939,267 11,834,677

Kilkenny Bor-
ough Council

6,009,034 6,215,696 6,370,422 6,445,737

Sligo Borough 
Council

7,369,547 7,378,179 7,511,060 7,703,409

Wexford Bor-
ough Council

7,088,670 7,435,003 7,328,038 7,872,361

Arklow Town 
Council

3,184,059 3,307,109 3,348,263 3,321,641

Athlone Town 
Council

4,561,714 5,077,767 5,293,595 5,351,226

Athy Town 
Council

1,311,115 1,479,091 2,127,256 2,187,210

Ballina Town 
Council

3,605,209 3,678,842 3,789,898 3,776,444

Ballinasloe 
Town Council

1,616,989 1,692,755 1,708,156 1,717,844

Birr Town 
Council

1,244,333 1,309,898 1,303,938 1,347,313

Bray Town 
Council

6,773,847 6,565,221 6,619,047 6,611,668

Buncrana Town 
Council

1,361,814 1,363,697 1,333,758 1,333,765

Bundoran Town 
Council

1,051,283 1,053,302 984,254 952,551

Carlow Town 
Council

5,579,976 5,390,554 4,879,386 5,457,288
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2009 2010 2011 2012
Carrick on Suir 
Town Council

778,445 696,904 675,498 940,238

Carrickmacross 
Town Council

1,333,080 1,371,026 1,371,300 1,372,280

Cashel Town 
Council

607,955 663,450 628,031 794,309

Castlebar Town 
Council

3,764,682 3,926,284 3,992,787 4,058,517

Castleblayney 
Town Council

807,785 863,943 846,817 828,262

Cavan Town 
Council

1,996,081 1,911,673 1,954,728 1,942,833

Clonakilty Town 
Council

1,322,273 1,309,618 1,310,414 1,287,185

Clones Town 
Council

447,869 448,072 443,663 448,796

Cobh Town 
Council

893,276 896,495 902,870 840,117

Dundalk Town 
Council

14,095,551 14,066,929 13,857,337 13,861,563

Dungarvan 
Town Council

3,092,323 3,265,512 3,278,902 3,312,810

Ennis Town 
Council

5,187,102 5,360,154 5,441,596 5,433,173

Enniscorthy 
Town Council

1,633,836 1,627,597 1,620,053 1,432,063

Fermoy Town 
Council

1,087,537 1,069,253 1,037,042 958,233

Kells Town 
Council

627,255 776,622 710,302 706,302

Killarney Town 
Council

7,135,609 7,020,209 7,778,365 7,831,536

Kilrush Town 
Council

702,981 714,855 733,765 733,412

Kinsale Town 
Council

1,083,929 1,071,310 1,078,755 1,083,888

Letterkenny 
Town Council

5,693,021 5,764,798 5,550,869 5,577,265

Listowel Town 
Council

1,601,635 1,573,599 1,811,766 1,857,966

Longford Town 
Council

3,075,264 3,109,828 3,257,811 3,264,837

Macroom Town 
Council

898,580 916,457 922,977 913,615

Mallow Town 
Council

2,374,515 2,502,270 2,485,684 2,477,040
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2009 2010 2011 2012
Midleton Town 
Council

1,846,256 1,837,594 1,833,319 1,777,773

Monaghan 
Town Council

3,264,821 3,318,330 3,347,424 3,353,244

Naas Town 
Council

6,351,336 6,398,771 6,192,438 7,951,195

Navan Town 
Council

2,347,852 4,979,651 5,086,665 5,316,285

Nenagh Town 
Council

3,343,844 3,199,822 3,208,014 3,267,382

New Ross Town 
Council

1,144,256 1,132,009 1,129,976 903,634

Skibbereen 
Town Council

1,075,348 1,075,258 1,133,650 1,102,198

Templemore 
Town Council

444,672 465,787 464,457 466,101

Thurles Town 
Council

2,255,258 2,202,616 2,322,449 2,354,113

Tipperary Town 
Council

1,285,139 1,072,028 1,128,578 1,349,584

Tralee Town 
Council

6,711,316 6,998,701 9,776,892 9,811,953

Trim Town 
Council

747,751 822,717 845,938 853,647

Tullamore Town 
Council

4,326,334 4,359,564 4,453,369 4,475,373

Westport Town 
Council

2,844,498 2,801,543 2,764,082 2,785,450

Wicklow Town 
Council

1,672,388 1,649,684 1,664,821 1,673,967

Youghal Town 
Council

1,393,276 1,418,781 1,417,492 1,410,855

Total 1,408,720,936 1,426,911,902 1,449,665,579 1,496,791,042
Note: This information is taken from the Income and Expenditure account of the audited

Annual Financial Statements of individual local authorities.

Table 3 – Amount of commercial rates collected 2009-2012
2009 2010 2011 2012

Local Authority Rates collected 
€

Rates collected€ Rates collected€ Rates collected€ 

Carlow County 
Council

4,615,309 4,713,637 5,014,574 5,349,312

Cavan County 
Council 

8,603,408 9,215,051 8,940,324 8,915,787

Clare County 
Council

32,996,202 31,371,523 34,462,839 35,068,727
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2009 2010 2011 2012
Cork County 
Council

90,972,573 90,916,445 98,611,248 99,581,705

Donegal County 
Council

15,658,398 16,168,187 15,057,566 16,510,243

Fingal County 
Council

117,805,390 108,969,034 110,856,320 111,170,882

Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown 
County Council

80,006,996 81,556,189 77,289,649 76,485,950

Galway County 
Council

17,502,006 18,200,480 18,148,608 18,304,926

Kerry County 
Council

16,875,495 17,554,303 18,090,642 18,545,649

Kildare County 
Council

37,248,297 35,017,488 34,379,974 32,935,210

Kilkenny Coun-
ty Council

9,704,411 9,425,334 10,143,519 9,828,562

Laois County 
Council

8,105,288 8,187,869 8,793,540 9,049,045

Leitrim County 
Council

3,704,221 3,660,377 3,567,441 3,551,524

Limerick Coun-
ty Council

22,942,636 23,150,780 23,398,832 22,979,999

Longford Coun-
ty Council 

3,589,772 3,631,607 3,642,088 3,857,521

Louth County 
Council

6,313,800 5,746,530 5,890,869 6,140,069

Mayo County 
Council

10,962,439 10,349,404 11,535,135 10,901,201

Meath County 
Council 

20,475,209 19,689,702 20,617,515 21,203,158

Monaghan 
County Council 

4,984,210 4,965,581 5,009,795 4,963,050

North Tipperary 
County Council

6,376,522 6,182,328 6,192,017 6,100,916

Offaly County 
Council

6,459,394 7,267,813 7,119,014 7,136,574

Roscommon 
County Council

8,156,169 7,733,539 8,469,001 8,716,625

Sligo County 
Council

3,730,381 4,016,899 3,704,759 3,855,428

South Dublin 
County Council

110,634,633 112,063,348 110,736,605 115,315,419

South Tipperary 
County Council

7,139,326 7,323,848 7,339,280 7,787,094

Waterford 
County Council 

5,932,664 5,676,246 5,957,256 5,840,764
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2009 2010 2011 2012
Westmeath 
County Council

6,772,598 8,064,443 7,699,962 7,987,665

Wexford County 
Council 

14,398,434 15,041,928 15,137,668 16,117,998

Wicklow Coun-
ty Council 

13,701,249 13,425,755 14,249,739 13,700,820

Cork City 56,121,873 56,548,108 57,543,725 57,194,781
Dublin City 307,480,452 296,510,814 301,729,856 302,023,257
Galway City 26,407,815 25,497,007 27,310,581 28,436,509
Limerick City 24,116,791 24,080,407 24,551,342 23,763,117
Waterford City 17,810,528 16,942,553 16,088,371 16,984,756
Clonmel Bor-
ough Council

4,071,334 4,457,738 4,452,109 4,840,651

Drogheda Bor-
ough Council

9,093,766 8,748,669 8,129,044 8,630,541

Kilkenny Bor-
ough Council

4,781,442 4,803,670 5,069,326 5,419,007

Sligo Borough 
Council

5,776,438 5,615,268 5,658,449 5,833,182

Wexford Bor-
ough Council

5,468,672 5,754,319 5,996,625 6,553,816

Arklow Town 
Council

2,506,775 2,272,143 2,161,059 2,260,384

Athlone Town 
Council

3,341,585 3,519,698 3,951,536 3,922,388

Athy Town 
Council

1,451,230 1,485,262 1,465,825 1,335,972

Ballina Town 
Council

2,763,260 2,752,980 2,833,218 2,653,591

Ballinasloe 
Town Council

1,169,263 1,143,753 1,159,841 1,188,438

Birr Town 
Council

848,368 906,386 890,876 994,791

Bray Town 
Council

5,505,673 5,180,802 5,604,898 5,278,360

Buncrana Town 
Council

544,465 480,392 719,625 640,125

Bundoran Town 
Council

844,621 741,670 833,802 792,547

Carlow Town 
Council

4,752,063 4,757,249 4,496,444 4,548,555

Carrick on Suir 
Town Council

609,132 665,187 694,001 707,393

Carrickmacross 
Town Council

1,066,463 1,258,862 1,142,045 1,206,775
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2009 2010 2011 2012
Cashel Town 
Council

541,937 635,593 663,602 634,129

Castlebar Town 
Council

2,815,840 2,920,489 2,798,752 2,870,456

Castleblayney 
Town Council

501,613 454,129 532,992 508,264

Cavan Town 
Council

1,542,812 1,518,295 1,390,277 1,259,008

Clonakilty Town 
Council

1,194,989 1,085,295 1,028,461 1,011,224

Clones Town 
Council

295,820 290,196 283,772 251,434

Cobh Town 
Council

643,627 616,001 668,735 644,740

Dundalk Town 
Council

10,538,426 11,490,630 12,275,753 10,191,041

Dungarvan 
Town Council

2,021,346 2,113,441 2,441,895 2,223,420

Ennis Town 
Council

3,998,872 4,142,290 3,791,599 3,954,400

Enniscorthy 
Town Council

1,300,902 1,410,443 1,299,429 1,355,649

Fermoy Town 
Council

843,543 786,684 681,614 755,642

Kells Town 
Council

596,111 520,308 505,926 495,929

Killarney Town 
Council

6,071,252 5,765,076 5,917,305 6,515,599

Kilrush Town 
Council

663,293 591,100 671,585 720,900

Kinsale Town 
Council

867,812 1,036,555 856,749 829,252

Letterkenny 
Town Council

4,264,540 4,413,525 4,504,240 4,566,802

Listowel Town 
Council

1,515,865 1,510,379 1,485,689 1,535,977

Longford Town 
Council

2,339,321 2,312,838 2,243,712 2,118,580

Macroom Town 
Council

798,493 661,989 766,454 662,880

Mallow Town 
Council

2,110,280 2,129,908 2,098,324 2,120,432

Midleton Town 
Council

1,652,934 1,559,084 1,426,397 1,411,407

Monaghan 
Town Council

2,415,801 2,454,932 2,198,350 2,395,553
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2009 2010 2011 2012
Naas Town 
Council

5,759,815 5,590,137 6,001,452 5,770,868

Navan Town 
Council

2,083,747 3,687,510 3,836,091 3,822,396

Nenagh Town 
Council

2,740,789 2,750,039 2,586,041 2,537,436

New Ross Town 
Council

1,050,605 943,233 775,114 790,911

Skibbereen 
Town Council

832,117 851,206 872,989 913,651

Templemore 
Town Council

387,715 431,456 383,723 346,203

Thurles Town 
Council

1,724,944 1,634,640 1,544,858 1,599,607

Tipperary Town 
Council

1,204,559 1,103,302 982,935 997,247

Tralee Town 
Council

6,788,930 6,374,133 6,494,019 6,382,633

Trim Town 
Council

632,408 633,889 643,629 675,920

Tullamore Town 
Council

3,184,720 3,077,564 3,136,771 3,307,223

Westport Town 
Council

2,509,853 2,514,155 2,415,163 2,418,287

Wicklow Town 
Council

1,029,552 1,445,653 1,118,643 1,357,811

Youghal Town 
Council

1,003,821 1,021,557 977,296 949,772

Total 1,263,368,440 1,245,886,261 1,264,838,715 1,274,013,442

Note: This information is taken from Appendix 7 of the audited Annual Financial Statements 
of individual local authorities. 

17/09/2014WREE01794Water Charges Introduction

17/09/2014WREE018001562. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the projected revenue that would be raised by Irish Water in 2015 if charging 
was introduced based on the Commission for Energy Regulation report published on 31 July 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34182/14]

17/09/2014WREE01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Domestic water charges will commence with effect from 1 October 2014 and Irish Water 
will issue the first bills to domestic customers from January 2015.  The approach to charging 
was outlined by Irish Water in a Water Charges Plan (WCP) submitted to the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) in line with the provisions of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013.  

As part of the CER’s recent consultation process on the Irish Water WCP it proposed a range 
of domestic tariffs which would result in an average annual charge of €238 per household.  The 
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amount billed to domestic customers for the year 2015 based on this charging structure would 
be in the order of €300 million per annum and the amount billed to non-domestic customers 
would be some €230 million. 

The CER’s recent consultation covered a range of issues relating to water charges includ-
ing the approach to charging where water quality issues arise.  The CER is currently reviewing 
submissions received during the consultation and a final determination on water charges will 
be made by the CER later this month.  Full details of the CER public consultation are available 
on www.cer.ie.

Questions Nos. 1563 and 1564 answered with Question No. 1489.

17/09/2014WREE02050Water Charges Introduction

17/09/2014WREE021001565. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his views on concerns (details supplied) regarding group water schemes 
and provision of single meters at one location to cover all the houses in the scheme. [34207/14]

17/09/2014WREE02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I assume the Question relates to how Irish Water proposes to bill group water schemes 
which receive their water from Irish Water as distinct from schemes which have their own 
sources. Such schemes were previously customers of local authorities for the bulk supply of 
this water.   

The group scheme is a now customer of Irish Water for the bulk supply of such water and 
the Commission for Energy Regulation is not proposing any changes at this stage to charges for 
non-domestic customers, including such group water schemes. 

It is important to emphasise that the households on the group scheme are customers of the 
scheme and not of Irish Water.  There is a separate funding line available to the group water sec-
tor within the Rural Water Programme for water conservation and upgrading works on schemes 
with priority to be afforded to projects which will provide the highest water conservation re-
turns.  Provision is made in legislation for Irish Water to take-over group water schemes, subject 
generally to not fewer than two thirds of those entitled to dispose of it (typically the members 
of a group water scheme) giving their consent. 

17/09/2014WREE02250Water Services Provision

17/09/2014WREE023001566. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his views on the provision of water services to certain estates (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34211/14]

17/09/2014WREE02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, sets out the process 
by which local authorities can take in charge housing estates.  When taking an estate in charge 
under the terms of this provision, a planning authority must take in charge any roads, open spac-
es, car parks, sewers, water mains or drains within the attendant grounds of the development.

The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides for the transfer of responsibility for the pro-
vision of public water services from local authorities to Irish Water.  In addition, it provides a 
mechanism whereby water services infrastructure may be taken in charge by local authorities 
and be subsequently transferred by Ministerial Order to Irish Water.  Contrary to certain mis-
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understandings that may exist, there is no specific legal impediment to the taking in charge of 
water services infrastructure by local authorities.

In Circular Letter PL 21/13 issued by my Department to planning authorities on 30 De-
cember 2013 in the light of the transfer of certain statutory water services functions from local 
authorities to Irish Water with effect from 1 January 2014, it was stated that legislative amend-
ments to further clarify the existing provisions on the taking in charge of housing estates would 
be made in 2014.  

My Department, in consultation with Irish Water and the local authorities, is also currently 
working on developing a guidance circular to provide clarification in relation to water services 
infrastructure issues and the taking in charge of estates.  This advice will be issued to local au-
thorities in the near future.

17/09/2014WREE02450Legislative Programme

17/09/2014WREE025001567. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to publish the full Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Bill; if 
the expert advisory group will be empowered to monitor Ireland’s progress in reducing carbon 
emissions and transferring to a low-carbon economy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34223/14]

17/09/2014WREE02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): In April 2014, the Government approved the General Scheme of the Climate Action 
and Low-Carbon Development Bill.  The Bill, which is listed among the Bills expected to be 
published during the Autumn Session as part of the Government’s Legislation Programme, is 
currently being drafted within the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel.  Once the final Bill is 
approved by Government, my objective is to introduce the Bill and progress its passage through 
the Oireachtas as quickly as possible, with a view to enactment by end 2014, as set out in the 
Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016.   

The General Scheme of the Bill provides, inter alia, for the establishment of a National Ex-
pert Advisory Body on Climate Change which will provide independent advice to Ministers and 
the Government on the preparation of National Low-Carbon Roadmaps and National Climate 
Change Adaptation Frameworks and which will publish annual and periodic review reports.      

In this regard, the General Scheme provides that the annual review report shall contain, inter 
alia:

- recommendations, as considered necessary or appropriate, as to the most cost-effective 
ways of achieving greenhouse gas emissions reductions for the purposes of the national objec-
tive of transition to a low-carbon, climate-resilient and environmentally sustainable economy 
to 2050; and

- a review of such recommendations, if any, as considered necessary or appropriate, in rela-
tion to compliance with any existing greenhouse gas mitigation obligations of the State under 
the law of the European Union or any international agreement.   

17/09/2014WREE02650Private Residential Tenancies Board

17/09/2014WREE027001568. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the amount paid by the Private Residential Tenancies Board to the Eco-
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nomic and Social Research Institute per annum for services connected to the production of the 
quarterly rental indices; and if he is satisfied with the procurement process used by the PRTB to 
acquire that service. [34271/14]

17/09/2014WREE02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I have no function in the operational matters of the Private Residential Tenancies Board 
(PRTB), an independent statutory body established on 1 September 2004 under the Residential 
Tenancies Act 2004.  The PRTB may be contacted directly by writing to the Director, Ms Ann 
Marie Caulfield, Private Residential Tenancies Board, 2nd Floor, O’Connell Bridge House, 
D’Olier Street, Dublin 2 or by email at annemarie.caulfield@prtb.ie.   

17/09/2014WREE02850Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

17/09/2014WREE029001569. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an update on progress of the proposal for Kilcummin Village, 
County Kerry sewerage scheme; and when is it expected that work on this scheme will com-
mence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34273/14]

17/09/2014WREE03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for the delivery of water services capital 
infrastructure.  Irish Water has recently published its Proposed Capital Investment Plan for 
2014 – 2016 and this is available on the Irish Water website, www.water.ie.

The further progression of all water services capital projects, including the Kilcummin/Bar-
raduff Sewerage Scheme, is now a matter for Irish Water to consider.  Irish Water has confirmed 
to my Department that it has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and 
queries from public representatives.  The team can be contacted via an email to oireachtasmem-
bers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278.

Question No. 1570 answered with Question No. 1524.

17/09/2014WREE03125Seaweed Harvesting Licences

17/09/2014WREE032001571. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason for the delay in renewing harvesting licences for seaweed compa-
nies and traditional harvesters here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [31271/14]

17/09/2014WREE03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 3(6) of the Foreshore Act 1933 prohibits the inclusion of any covenant or agree-
ment for the renewal of a foreshore licence.  Accordingly, the issue of the renewal of foreshore 
licences does not arise. 

Under section 3 of the Foreshore Act 1933, a licence is required to harvest seaweed from 
State owned foreshore.  Where a foreshore licence has expired a new licence application is re-
quired which is subject to a full assessment by my Department.  All applications on hand are be-
ing assessed in the context of the relevant regulatory framework including obligations that arise 
under the EU Birds and Habitats Directives.  Delays in finalising applications can occur when 
material needed to support such applications, such as a Natura Impact Statement, is deemed 
insufficient and supplementary information has to be sought from applicants.   
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17/09/2014WREE03350Public Procurement Contracts

17/09/2014WREE034001572. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if the tender about to be agreed by the Dublin councils for the purchase 
of library books from a UK company contravenes circular 10/14 from his Department and more 
generally the imperative to protect jobs here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29619/14]

17/09/2014WREE03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The provision of public library services is a matter for each local authority in its capacity 
as a library authority, under Section 78 of the Local Government Act 2001.  This includes the 
procurement of books and other services and my Department does not have a direct role in these 
matters.  

Opportunities for All, A Strategy for Public Libraries 2013-2017 provides for the develop-
ment of a policy for shared acquisitions for libraries, including a national acquisitions consor-
tium for public library print and electronic resources that maximises the cost-effectiveness of 
expenditure, increases purchasing power and gets the best choice of material to the user in line 
with government policy.   

The Programme for Government identified the role public procurement can play as an in-
strument to support innovation and allow greater access for SMEs, including micro-enterprises, 
to the public sector market.  As part of the Public Service Reform Plan, the Government es-
tablished the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) to drive a new consolidated and in-
tegrated approach to public procurement.  The OGP is committed to ensuring that SMEs are 
fully engaged with public sector procurement and the opportunities presenting.  In this con-
text, measures aimed at facilitating SME participation in public procurement were updated and 
strengthened in order to reinforce their application across the public sector.  In April 2014, the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issued Circular 10/14: Initiatives to assist SMEs 
in Public Procurement, and this has been brought to the notice of local authorities for imple-
mentation in the local authority sector, including in the tender referred to. 

The guidance in this circular is in line with EU policy on increased SME participation in 
public procurement.  The guidance is to be implemented by buyers in accordance with the 
principles of EU law, and in a manner that is fully compliant with EU public procurement law 
and national guidelines.  All public sector procurement contracts within the EU, irrespective of 
value, are covered by the principles set out in the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union of non-discrimination, equal treatment, proportionality and transparency.  These require-
ments do not exclude Irish companies from tendering for such contracts.   

17/09/2014WREE03550Irish Water Administration

17/09/2014WREE036001573. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the reason the contact number for Irish Water customer phone line is 
an 1890 number; and if a separate 1800 number could be put in place for customers to contact 
Irish Water seeking information about customer applications, water meters and other related 
matters. [34339/14]

17/09/2014WREE03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow 
Irish Water to undertake the water metering programme.     
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Irish Water have established a customer support call centre, open 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.  This call centre is designed for reporting of any faults in water services and assisting 
customers with any queries related to water services.  The call centre number, 1890 278 278, is 
also contactable on the national number 01 707 2828.  A separate number, 1890 448 448, has 
been dedicated to assist with queries and completion of the new customer application form.  
This line is open from 8am to 8pm, 7 days a week.  Irish Water can also be contacted by email 
and the application form can also be completed on line.  All details are clearly outlined on the 
company website, www.water.ie. 

Irish Water has informed my Department that it has adopted 1890 numbers because this 
strikes a reasonable balance on contact cost between that incurred by the customer and that in-
curred by the company.  Irish Water’s remit is to act commercially in carrying on its operations 
and the company considers that its 1890 channels are consistent with these objectives.   

Irish Water has also established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries 
from public representatives. They may be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie 
or by telephone on 1890 278 278. 

Question No. 1574 answered with Question No. 1504.

17/09/2014WREE03825Social and Affordable Housing Provision

17/09/2014WREE039001575. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the actions he has taken to begin to address the housing crisis, including 
taking steps to address the critical lack of social housing provision; if he will set target levels 
for increasing social housing provision here in order to bring about significant reductions in 
housing waiting lists in 2015, 2016 and 2017; and if he has met with housing officials in Dublin 
City Council in relation to their reported proposals to dramatically reduce their housing lists. 
[34356/14]

17/09/2014WREE04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Government’s Construction 2020 – A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector, 
published in May 2014, aims to build a competitive, innovative, and sustainable construction 
sector.  My intention is that the Social Housing Strategy, required under Action 8 of “Construc-
tion 2020”, and now in preparation, will be both challenging and innovative, and will provide 
the basis for an enhanced approach to social housing provision in Ireland.  The Social Hous-
ing Strategy will contain clear measurable actions that are to be taken to increase the supply 
of social housing and, most importantly, reduce the number of people on waiting lists over the 
next five years.  I expect that the Strategy will be ready for consideration by Government in the 
coming weeks.   

Construction 2020 also provides for a National Framework for Housing Supply to be estab-
lished on a statutory footing with an annual National Statement of Projected Housing Supply 
and Demand published every June.  The Housing Agency has been asked to take the lead in 
implementing this Action.   

The proper management of all State land is critical; accordingly, both lands that have been 
transferred to the Housing Agency and local authority held lands suitable for development will 
be the first sites considered in any future targeted social housing building programme.  In line 
with the commitments under Construction 2020, a Housing Supply Co-ordination Task Force 
for Dublin has been established with an immediate focus on addressing supply-related issues. 

The Review of Part V of the Planning and Development Acts, which provides for social and 
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affordable housing supply, has been completed by the Housing Agency, at my Department’s 
request, and will be submitted to Government shortly.  It is anticipated that any legislative 
changes required on foot of the review will, subject to Government approval, be incorporated 
into the General Scheme of a new Planning Bill, which is expected to be published shortly. 

As the extent of social housing gain from Part V is directly related to private housing con-
struction, there is currently very limited Part V delivery in terms of social housing.  I am com-
mitted to the principle of a social housing gain from private development but to maximise that 
gain we need a properly functioning and sustainable construction sector.  I believe that the Part 
V mechanism has the potential to, again, be a significant contributor to social housing in the 
context of a recovering housing market. 

I expect the final output across all social housing programmes for 2014 to be in the region 
of 6,000 units.  The number and method of delivery of social housing units in future years will 
be determined in the course of the annual Estimates process and will be informed by the Social 
Housing Strategy.  My Department engages with individual local authorities, including Dublin 
City Council, on an ongoing basis in relation to both proposals for new social housing initia-
tives and the delivery of existing social housing programmes.   

Question No. 1576 answered with Question No. 1454.

17/09/2014WREE04150Commercial Rates

17/09/2014WREE042001577. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide, in tabular form, the income generated by each local authority 
for the years 2008 to 2013 from commercial rates. [34419/14]

17/09/2014WREE04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information requested is set out in the following table.  The figures relate to the amount 
of commercial rates collected, as reported by local authorities in their individual audited finan-
cial statements; it should be noted that this income may include arrears collected in addition to 
current year rates income.  The latest audited information that is available relates to the financial 
year 2012.  As a matter of course, every local authority publishes its annual audited financial 
statement and a variety of related financial information on their individual websites. 

As with all local charges, the invoicing and collection of due amounts is a matter for the lo-
cal authority concerned to manage in light of prevailing circumstances and in accordance with 
normal accountancy procedures.   

  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Local Au-
thority 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Carlow 
County 
Council

4,936,111 4,615,309 4,713,637 5,014,574 5,349,312 

Cavan Coun-
ty Council

9,077,253 8,603,408 9,215,051 8,940,324 8,915,787 

Clare County 
Council

32,811,509 32,996,202 31,371,523 34,462,839 35,068,727 

Cork County 
Council

90,999,463 90,972,573 90,916,445 98,611,248 99,581,705 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Local Au-
thority 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Donegal 
County 
Council

17,633,477 15,658,398 16,168,187 15,057,566 16,510,243 

Fingal Coun-
ty Council

120,712,655 117,805,390 108,969,034 110,856,320 111,170,882 

Dun 
Laoghaire 
Rathdown 
County 
Council

79,314,344 80,006,996 81,556,189 77,289,649 76,485,950 

Galway 
County 
Council

18,820,596 17,502,006 18,200,480 18,148,608 18,304,926 

Kerry Coun-
ty Council

16,804,077 16,875,495 17,554,303 18,090,642 18,545,649 

Kildare 
County 
Council

36,730,454 37,248,297 35,017,488 34,379,974 32,935,210 

Kilkenny 
County 
Council

10,086,427 9,704,411 9,425,334 10,143,519 9,828,562 

Laois County 
Council

8,709,980 8,105,288 8,187,869 8,793,540 9,049,045 

Leitrim 
County 
Council

3,844,568 3,704,221 3,660,377 3,567,441 3,551,524 

Limerick 
County 
Council

24,070,136 22,942,636 23,150,780 23,398,832 22,979,999 

Longford 
County 
Council

3,784,351 3,589,772 3,631,607 3,642,088 3,857,521 

Louth Coun-
ty Council

6,629,710 6,313,800 5,746,530 5,890,869 6,140,069 

Mayo Coun-
ty Council

11,648,360 10,962,439 10,349,404 11,535,135 10,901,201 

Meath Coun-
ty Council

20,856,003 20,475,209 19,689,702 20,617,515 21,203,158 

Monaghan 
County 
Council

5,337,869 4,984,210 4,965,581 5,009,795 4,963,050 

North Tip-
perary Coun-
ty Council

6,475,859 6,376,522 6,182,328 6,192,017 6,100,916 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Local Au-
thority 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Offaly Coun-
ty Council

6,776,627 6,459,394 7,267,813 7,119,014 7,136,574 

Roscom-
mon County 
Council

8,264,170 8,156,169 7,733,539 8,469,001 8,716,625 

Sligo County 
Council

4,109,497 3,730,381 4,016,899 3,704,759 3,855,428 

South Dub-
lin County 
Council

112,235,925 110,634,633 112,063,348 110,736,605 115,315,419 

South Tip-
perary Coun-
ty Council

7,131,904 7,139,326 7,323,848 7,339,280 7,787,094 

Waterford 
County 
Council

5,762,747 5,932,664 5,676,246 5,957,256 5,840,764 

Westmeath 
County 
Council

7,261,546 6,772,598 8,064,443 7,699,962 7,987,665 

Wexford 
County 
Council

14,461,292 14,398,434 15,041,928 15,137,668 16,117,998 

Wicklow 
County 
Council

13,546,465 13,701,249 13,425,755 14,249,739 13,700,820 

Cork City 58,660,355 56,121,873 56,548,108 57,543,725 57,194,781 
Dublin City 296,591,099 307,480,452 296,510,814 301,729,856 302,023,257 
Galway City 26,405,089 26,407,815 25,497,007 27,310,581 28,436,509 
Limerick 
City

24,332,057 24,116,791 24,080,407 24,551,342 23,763,117 

Waterford 
City

18,569,138 17,810,528 16,942,553 16,088,371 16,984,756 

Clonmel 
Borough 
Council

4,792,980 4,071,334 4,457,738 4,452,109 4,840,651 

Drogheda 
Borough 
Council

9,741,726 9,093,766 8,748,669 8,129,044 8,630,541 

Kilkenny 
Borough 
Council

4,554,651 4,781,442 4,803,670 5,069,326 5,419,007 

Sligo Bor-
ough Council

5,966,865 5,776,438 5,615,268 5,658,449 5,833,182 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Local Au-
thority 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Wexford 
Borough 
Council

5,358,699 5,468,672 5,754,319 5,996,625 6,553,816 

Arklow 
Town Coun-
cil

1,882,824 2,506,775 2,272,143 2,161,059 2,260,384 

Athlone 
Town Coun-
cil

3,225,775 3,341,585 3,519,698 3,951,536 3,922,388 

Athy Town 
Council

1,517,334 1,451,230 1,485,262 1,465,825 1,335,972 

Ballina Town 
Council

2,695,436 2,763,260 2,752,980 2,833,218 2,653,591 

Ballinasloe 
Town Coun-
cil

1,195,213 1,169,263 1,143,753 1,159,841 1,188,438 

Birr Town 
Council

1,038,714 848,368 906,386 890,876 994,791 

Bray Town 
Council

5,958,209 5,505,673 5,180,802 5,604,898 5,278,360 

Buncrana 
Town Coun-
cil

757,821 544,465 480,392 719,625 640,125 

Bundoran 
Town Coun-
cil

978,347 844,621 741,670 833,802 792,547 

Carlow Town 
Council

5,250,385 4,752,063 4,757,249 4,496,444 4,548,555 

Carrick on 
Suir Town 
Council

693,665 609,132 665,187 694,001 707,393 

Carrick-
macross 
Town Coun-
cil

1,245,913 1,066,463 1,258,862 1,142,045 1,206,775 

Cashel Town 
Council

590,581 541,937 635,593 663,602 634,129 

Castlebar 
Town Coun-
cil

2,997,629 2,815,840 2,920,489 2,798,752 2,870,456 

Castle-
blayney 
Town Coun-
cil

675,872 501,613 454,129 532,992 508,264 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Local Au-
thority 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Cavan Town 
Council

1,410,533 1,542,812 1,518,295 1,390,277 1,259,008 

Clonakilty 
Town Coun-
cil

1,181,500 1,194,989 1,085,295 1,028,461 1,011,224 

Clones Town 
Council

301,655 295,820 290,196 283,772 251,434 

Cobh Town 
Council

714,659 643,627 616,001 668,735 644,740 

Dundalk 
Town Coun-
cil

11,628,327 10,538,426 11,490,630 12,275,753 10,191,041 

Dungarvan 
Town Coun-
cil

2,292,390 2,021,346 2,113,441 2,441,895 2,223,420 

Ennis Town 
Council

4,203,131 3,998,872 4,142,290 3,791,599 3,954,400 

Enniscorthy 
Town Coun-
cil

1,490,383 1,300,902 1,410,443 1,299,429 1,355,649 

Fermoy 
Town Coun-
cil

969,786 843,543 786,684 681,614 755,642 

Kells Town 
Council

529,757 596,111 520,308 505,926 495,929 

Killarney 
Town Coun-
cil

6,707,677 6,071,252 5,765,076 5,917,305 6,515,599 

Kilrush Town 
Council

592,527 663,293 591,100 671,585 720,900 

Kinsale 
Town Coun-
cil

748,332 867,812 1,036,555 856,749 829,252 

Letterkenny 
Town Coun-
cil

4,565,637 4,264,540 4,413,525 4,504,240 4,566,802 

Listowel 
Town Coun-
cil

1,520,017 1,515,865 1,510,379 1,485,689 1,535,977 

Longford 
Town Coun-
cil

2,191,549 2,339,321 2,312,838 2,243,712 2,118,580 

Macroom 
Town Coun-
cil

879,969 798,493 661,989 766,454 662,880 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Local Au-
thority 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Mallow 
Town Coun-
cil

2,179,513 2,110,280 2,129,908 2,098,324 2,120,432 

Midleton 
Town Coun-
cil

1,672,923 1,652,934 1,559,084 1,426,397 1,411,407 

Monaghan 
Town Coun-
cil

2,899,056 2,415,801 2,454,932 2,198,350 2,395,553 

Naas Town 
Council

6,152,362 5,759,815 5,590,137 6,001,452 5,770,868 

Navan Town 
Council

2,165,920 2,083,747 3,687,510 3,836,091 3,822,396 

Nenagh 
Town Coun-
cil

2,812,389 2,740,789 2,750,039 2,586,041 2,537,436 

New Ross 
Town Coun-
cil

1,033,210 1,050,605 943,233 775,114 790,911 

Skibbereen 
Town Coun-
cil

891,432 832,117 851,206 872,989 913,651 

Templemore 
Town Coun-
cil

417,524 387,715 431,456 383,723 346,203 

Thurles 
Town Coun-
cil

1,893,539 1,724,944 1,634,640 1,544,858 1,599,607 

Tipperary 
Town Coun-
cil

1,209,697 1,204,559 1,103,302 982,935 997,247 

Tralee Town 
Council

7,548,159 6,788,930 6,374,133 6,494,019 6,382,633 

Trim Town 
Council

671,235 632,408 633,889 643,629 675,920 

Tullamore 
Town Coun-
cil

3,480,879 3,184,720 3,077,564 3,136,771 3,307,223 

Westport 
Town Coun-
cil

2,584,867 2,509,853 2,514,155 2,415,163 2,418,287 

Wicklow 
Town Coun-
cil

1,169,120 1,029,552 1,445,653 1,118,643 1,357,811 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Local Au-
thority 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected 

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Rates col-
lected

Youghal 
Town Coun-
cil

1,046,150 1,003,821 1,021,557 977,296 949,772 

Total 1,276,265,552 1,263,368,440 1,245,886,261 1,264,838,715 1,274,013,442
Note: This information is taken from Appendix 7 of the audited Annual Financial Statements 

of individual local authorities.  

17/09/2014WREE04350Local Authority Charges Yield

17/09/2014WREE044001578. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide, in tabular form, the income generated by each local authority 
for the years 2008 to 2013 from commercial water charges. [34420/14]

17/09/2014WREE04500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information requested is set out in the following table.  The figures relate to the amount 
of commercial water charges collected, as reported by local authorities in their individual audit-
ed financial statements.  The latest audited information that is available relates to the financial 
year 2012.  From 2001 to end 2013, the provision of water services was the responsibility of the 
City and County Councils.  In some cases Town and Borough Councils entered into agreements 
with the relevant City or County Councils to provide water services including billing functions.  
As a matter of course, every local authority publishes its audited annual financial statement and 
a variety of related financial information on their individual websites. 

As with all local charges, the invoicing and collection of amounts due is a matter for the lo-
cal authority concerned to manage in light of prevailing circumstances and in accordance with 
normal accountancy procedures.   

  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Local Au-
thority 

Charges col-
lected 

Charges col-
lected 

Charges col-
lected 

Charges col-
lected 

Charges col-
lected 

€ € € € € 
Carlow 
County 
Council 

572,231 380,215 691,406 616,823 768,384 

Cavan Coun-
ty Council 

845,752 1,674,130 1,974,476 1,809,571 1,561,117 

Clare County 
Council 

2,829,392 2,810,005 4,719,210 7,166,899 8,036,365 

Cork County 
Council 

23,623,552 20,485,257 18,946,022 21,101,881 18,157,302 

Donegal 
County 
Council 

4,414,423 7,116,830 6,341,431 5,496,324 6,372,486 

Fingal Coun-
ty Council 

13,451,815 7,401,859 8,243,487 12,918,029 12,204,984 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Dun 
Laoghaire 
Rathdown 
County 
Council 

3,358,904 5,707,777 6,086,457 6,426,070 6,215,476 

Galway 
County 
Council 

4,811,021 5,854,787 4,419,966 4,644,583 3,721,161 

Kerry Coun-
ty Council 

7,466,602 7,194,857 7,716,204 7,297,184 6,833,335 

Kildare 
County 
Council 

10,735,243 9,460,171 8,577,062 8,674,032 7,345,075 

Kilkenny 
County 
Council 

2,218,010 3,078,004 3,003,282 4,212,081 3,513,424 

Laois County 
Council 

1,614,509 2,443,817 1,847,667 1,905,906 1,830,253 

Leitrim 
County 
Council 

367,496 463,350 685,838 625,425 514,447 

Limerick 
County 
Council 

5,275,608 6,971,170 6,836,658 6,817,205 6,696,396 

Longford 
County 
Council 

1,472,927 1,448,384 1,657,701 1,732,451 1,685,954 

Louth Coun-
ty Council 

727,717 636,378 2,671,399 4,621,381 6,354,892 

Mayo Coun-
ty Council 

3,043,442 5,706,226 6,007,719 6,310,592 5,009,898 

Meath Coun-
ty Council 

1,116,750 2,222,330 3,311,120 3,876,871 3,655,204 

Monaghan 
County 
Council 

1,937,814 1,621,274 1,573,946 1,812,431 1,366,456 

North Tip-
perary Coun-
ty Council 

1,764,608 2,755,790 3,096,282 2,734,938 2,466,161 

Offaly Coun-
ty Council 

673,939 974,574 1,774,441 2,897,881 2,414,347 

Roscom-
mon County 
Council 

2,082,477 2,053,756 2,308,601 2,210,289 2,079,167 

Sligo County 
Council 

2,925,057 2,978,075 3,054,356 2,927,960 2,998,897 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
South Dub-
lin County 
Council 

7,596,784 6,638,308 7,703,925 8,525,032 6,916,261 

South Tip-
perary Coun-
ty Council 

2,819,838 2,483,150 2,440,682 2,694,915 2,355,032 

Waterford 
County 
Council 

1,763,349 1,569,001 1,513,759 1,517,039 1,460,576 

Westmeath 
County 
Council 

740,843 1,897,570 2,202,721 1,911,043 2,140,635 

Wexford 
County 
Council 

3,185,757 4,130,028 5,505,420 5,112,209 4,009,778 

Wicklow 
County 
Council 

870,039 1,640,848 1,751,375 1,541,872 1,399,785 

Cork City 7,515,292 5,830,559 6,056,380 6,276,405 6,130,324 
Dublin City 18,516,590 20,214,658 22,991,930 22,995,848 23,822,545 
Galway City 3,176,472 3,704,981 4,019,252 3,799,627 3,827,689 
Limerick 
City 

4,415,930 6,665,404 5,973,350 6,211,148 6,135,935 

Waterford 
City 

1,706,785 2,919,883 4,268,589 3,731,090 4,005,544 

Clonmel 
Borough 
Council 

802,017 612,969 556,778 599,849 902,611 

Drogheda 
Borough 
Council 

2,343,578 1,836,749 526,658 480,074 5,834 

Kilkenny 
Borough 
Council 

2,503 3,895 5,154 -228 0 

Sligo Bor-
ough Council 

0 0 0 0 0 

Wexford 
Borough 
Council 

1,936 3,248 429 999 1,122 

Arklow 
Town Coun-
cil 

219,851 759,372 556,413 487,332 483,262 

Athlone 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Athy Town 
Council 

283,158 259,833 239,083 225,191 203,476 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Ballina Town 
Council 

873 190 30 0 0 

Ballinasloe 
Town Coun-
cil 

827 315 575 2,399 0 

Birr Town 
Council 

122,456 510 270 -240 2,379 

Bray Town 
Council 

633,252 517,916 1,634,277 1,351,270 879,189 

Buncrana 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Bundoran 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Carlow Town 
Council 

687,587 669,372 616,106 567,088 618,168 

Carrick on 
Suir Town 
Council 

201,208 111,537 110,208 175,666 161,462 

Carrick-
macross 
Town Coun-
cil 

13,355 245 162 0 0 

Cashel Town 
Council 

177,675 183,851 142,090 141,930 154,149 

Castlebar 
Town Coun-
cil 

2,803 0 0 0 0 

Castle-
blayney 
Town Coun-
cil 

1,515 0 0 0 0 

Cavan Town 
Council 

12,943 3,089 -40 3,716 -848 

Clonakilty 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Clones Town 
Council 

1,190 0 0 0 0 

Cobh Town 
Council 

0 0 0 0 0 

Dundalk 
Town Coun-
cil 

2,739,078 1,746,087 809,097 526,000 0 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Dungarvan 
Town Coun-
cil 

3,167 270 0 0 0 

Ennis Town 
Council 

385,946 0 0 0 0 

Enniscorthy 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 469 42 529 63 

Fermoy 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Kells Town 
Council 

7,843 1,104 818 0 0 

Killarney 
Town Coun-
cil 

1,258,642 1,251,333 975,660 1,226,055 1,080,257 

Kilrush Town 
Council 

60,681 9,664 0 -10,197 0 

Kinsale 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Letterkenny 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Listowel 
Town Coun-
cil 

184,055 136,904 272,082 130,289 171,468 

Longford 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Macroom 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Mallow 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Midleton 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Monaghan 
Town Coun-
cil 

5,664 0 1,750 10,645 0 

Naas Town 
Council 

950,189 836,888 938,383 717,133 803,222 

Navan Town 
Council 

41,678 1,515 3,331 0 0 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Nenagh 
Town Coun-
cil 

150,053 225,960 0 0 0 

New Ross 
Town Coun-
cil 

200 0 0 51 0 

Skibbereen 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Templemore 
Town Coun-
cil 

339,897 86,503 0 0 0 

Thurles 
Town Coun-
cil 

686,825 190,040 0 0 0 

Tipperary 
Town Coun-
cil 

207,065 210,407 163,318 175,195 167,127 

Tralee Town 
Council 

1,197,913 1,137,554 1,009,726 1,020,579 1,040,309 

Trim Town 
Council 

24,740 -4,323 -1,228 0 0 

Tullamore 
Town Coun-
cil 

320,848 3,015 5,431 100 1,467 

Westport 
Town Coun-
cil 

803 1,872 0 0 0 

Wicklow 
Town Coun-
cil 

134,521 1,024 333 -234 4,150 

Youghal 
Town Coun-
cil 

0 0 0 0 0 

Total 163,845,502 169,932,784 178,539,047 190,984,225 180,684,153 

17/09/2014WREE04525Standards in Public Office Commission

17/09/2014WREE046001579. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to ensure that the Standards in Public Office Commission is empowered 
to compel organisations like Youth Defence to co-operate with its inquiries regarding its fund-
ing. [34429/14]

17/09/2014WREE04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The Standards in Public Office Commission has made recommendations in respect of 
provisions contained within the Electoral Act 1997 relating to what are called ‘third parties’.  
Section 22(2) of this Act defines a third party as any individual or group, other than a registered 
political party or election candidate, who or which accepts, in a particular calendar year, a dona-
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tion for political purposes the value of which exceeds €100.   

Consideration will be given to the Commission’s recommendations in the development and 
preparation of the Electoral (Amendment) (Referendum Spending and Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Bill which is on the Government legislation programme.   

Question No. 1580 answered with Question No. 1560.

17/09/2014WRFF00150Leader Programmes Administration

17/09/2014WRFF002001581. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the population of each of the proposed new local action groups areas for 
the administration of the new Leader programme net of all towns with a population of 15,000 
inhabitants or more; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34486/14]

17/09/2014WRFF003001582. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the population of County Galway, excluding the population of all towns 
with a population of 15,000 inhabitants or more; the names of these towns; the reason that 
County Galway is not being allocated more than one local action group in view of the size of 
the county; in view of the fact that the Connemara region is physically cut off from the rest of 
the county, has a very different topography, settlement pattern and agricultural industry and in 
view of the fact that the largest Gaeltacht in the country is situated in Connemara along with 
over half of the island population in the country and in view of the fact that County Cork which 
has only 2.2 times the population is being given three LAGs; if this decision can be appealed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34487/14]

17/09/2014WRFF004001583. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the arrangements being put in place to ensure that services under the new 
Leader programme will be provided fully through the Irish language to Gaeltacht communities 
where they require such a service; if this will be part of the tender process for assessing applica-
tions that include Gaeltacht areas in their area of application; the discussions he has had with 
the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in relation to this matter; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [34488/14]

17/09/2014WRFF005001584. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason it was decided not to designate the offshore islands as an area for a 
local area group under the RDP 2014-2020 in view of the fact that a LAG operated successfully 
for the islands during the last two Leader programmes; the independent external assessment 
carried out as to the effect this decision could have on the islands including the loss of island 
based employment in administering the programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [34489/14]

17/09/2014WRFF006001585. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if it will be a condition of the new Leader programme that the head office of 
each LAG will be in a rural area as defined in the RDP 2014-2020 for the Leader programme, 
that is outside all towns with a population of 15,000 or more; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [34490/14]

17/09/2014WRFF007001586. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the requirements that will be involved and the assessment methodologies 
that will be employed to assess whether a partnership or a legal entity have the financial capac-
ity, either through their own resources or with third party assistance, to finance programme 
commitments under the new Leader programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
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[34496/14]

17/09/2014WRFF008001587. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to provide, under the new Leader programme, that projects not 
undertaking to carry out an economic activity, can receive up to €500,000 assistance for any one 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34497/14]

17/09/2014WRFF00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1581 to 1587, inclusive, together. 

The Government has, through its local government reform process as outlined in Putting 
People First, initiated a process at local level to ensure that local development works more ef-
fectively to support the development of local communities in a co-ordinated and sustainable 
way.  The Leader elements of the Rural Development Programme form an important part of 
this process for rural communities.  Following a comprehensive consultation and needs analysis 
process a draft Rural Development Programme for Ireland for the period 2014 – 2020, which 
included an outline of the Leader element, was submitted to the European Commission in July 
2014.  An iterative process involving the authorities in Ireland and the European Commission 
is now under way and the draft programme will be finalised taking account of the outcome of 
that engagement.   

Separately, in the context of a further national consultation process, I am aware that ques-
tions have been raised regarding a number of issues, including the definition of sub-regional 
areas for Leader purposes, and in this context I am currently considering a number of options.  
I am anxious that the implementation of the Leader elements of the Rural Development Pro-
gramme reflects a community led approach in so far as is possible and in order to ensure this, 
each sub-regional area will be responsible for determining its own needs and outlining how it 
proposes to address those needs in its Local Development Strategy.  This approach will also ap-
ply to those areas that contain Gaeltacht and island communities and I encourage both of these 
communities to ensure that they engage fully with the Local Development Strategy develop-
ment processes for their respective areas to ensure that their concerns are fully addressed. 

I do not propose to be overly prescriptive on what should be contained in any given Local 
Development Strategy as I believe that this is contrary to the ethos of a community led local 
development approach.  In this context it will be largely down to  Local Action Groups to out-
line, in their strategies, how they propose to administer and manage the funding, including the 
locations of their operations, within the framework outlined in the selection process. 

My Department is also considering all relevant options in relation to the financial manage-
ment of the Leader elements of the Rural Development Programme with a view to ensuring 
that the system implemented is fair, effective and efficient.  The definitive outline of the Leader 
element is yet to be finalised and the maximum levels of funding, eligibility criteria and rates of 
aid for projects to be funded have yet to be decided.  A detailed set of operating rules and pro-
cedures will be prepared once the Programme has been agreed and approved by the European 
Commission.     

It is important that the necessary time is taken to ensure that the systems that are established 
to deliver the Leader elements of the RDP are robust, inclusive and ensure that all of the funding 
available at a local level is maximised in support of the sustainable development of rural com-
munities all over Ireland.  Full clarity regarding the detail of the implementation systems being 
put in place will be made available as soon as possible.     

17/09/2014WRFF00913Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure
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17/09/2014WRFF010001588. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total funding provided by his Department for new local authority housing 
for the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; the plans to increase the allocation for new 
local authority housing in 2015 in view of the critical shortage of such accommodation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34519/14]

17/09/2014WRFF01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The funding provided by my Department to local authorities for new social housing con-
struction and acquisitions in 2011, 2012 and 2013, and allocated for 2014, is as follows: 

YEAR FUNDING PROVIDED/ALLOCATED
2011 €189.2m
2012 €116.6m
2013 €83.3m
2014 €55m 
The above amounts are in addition to provision made in respect of other areas of social 

housing provision, such as assistance for approved housing bodies and regeneration schemes.

The allocation to be provided to local authorities for social housing purposes in 2015 will be 
determined in the course of the 2015 estimates process.  Furthermore, my overall plans in rela-
tion to the future delivery of social housing will be set out in the new Social Housing Strategy 
which is currently in preparation, with the intention that it will be considered by Government 
in the coming weeks.  It will contain clear, measurable actions to increase the supply of social 
housing, based on innovative solutions that will harness new funding streams, in order to con-
tinue to protect the most vulnerable and disadvantaged in our society.   

17/09/2014WRFF01150Deposit Protection Scheme Establishment

17/09/2014WRFF012001589. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to introduce a deposit protection scheme as committed to in the pro-
gramme for Government to help address the issue of tenants’ deposits being unfairly retained 
by landlords and so provide additional protection to tenants.  [34520/14]

17/09/2014WRFF01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The Programme for Government includes a commitment to establish a tenancy de-
posit protection scheme.  On foot of this commitment the Private Residential Tenancies Board 
(PRTB) commissioned research on such a scheme and reported back to my Department with 
recommendations in that regard.  The subsequent report assessed a number of different options 
for delivery of a scheme ranging from one where all elements are delivered by the PRTB to one 
where all elements are outsourced to a private operator.  The report examined each option in 
terms of both insurance and custodial type schemes. 

In a custodial scheme, tenancy deposits are transferred to the scheme for the duration of the 
tenancy.  They are then repaid by the scheme operator following agreement between the land-
lord and tenant or following the outcome of a dispute resolution process in cases where there is 
no agreement.  The interest from the funds deposited pays for the administration of the scheme 
and there is no fee to either the landlord or tenant.  In an insurance-based scheme, the landlord 
pays a premium to insure the risk of the deposit not being returned but retains the deposit.  In the 
event of a dispute, the landlord lodges the total of the deposit with the scheme and it is repaid to 
either the landlord or the tenant at the conclusion of a dispute resolution process. 
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All of the options presented in the report were considered in order to determine how to offer 
the greatest protection to tenants at least cost to the Exchequer and Government approval was 
secured for the establishment of a tenancy deposit scheme based on a custodial model.  It is my 
intention to introduce the legislative amendments in relation to the scheme at Committee Stage 
of the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2012 in the Seanad. 

17/09/2014WRFF01350Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

17/09/2014WRFF014001590. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding provided by his Department each year in the past four years for 
the scheme of housing aid for older people; his plans to increase the funding for this scheme 
next year in view of the demand for it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34522/14]

17/09/2014WRFF01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Housing Aid for Older People scheme is one of a suite of schemes under the Housing 
Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability which is administered by the 
local authorities.  Three separate schemes are available, as follows:

(i) Housing Aid for Older People Scheme (HAOP) provides grants of up to €8,000 to assist 
older people living in poor housing conditions to have necessary repairs and improvements 
carried out.  Eligible works include structural repairs or improvements, rewiring, repairs to or 
replacement of windows and doors, provision of water supply and sanitary facilities, provision 
of heating, cleaning, painting, etc.;

(ii) Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability (HAG)  which assists people 
with a disability to have necessary adaptations, repairs or improvement works carried out in 
order to make their accommodation more suitable for their needs.  Grants for up to €30,000 
are available for works including the provision of access ramps, stair lifts, accessible toilet and 
shower facilities, wheelchair access and extensions;

(iii) Mobility Aids Grant Scheme (MAG) provides grants up to €6,000 to cover works to 
address the mobility problems of a member of a household.  Qualifying works include the pro-
vision of stair lifts, level access showers, access ramps, grab rails and some minor adaptation 
works.   

Overall outturns for the three schemes and for the Housing Aid for Older People scheme 
alone for the past 4 years are outlined in the following table.  The overall allocation for 2014 for 
the suite of schemes is €38.6m, an increase on the 2013 allocation. 

 - 2011 2012 2013 2014 
Overall 

Outturn across 
HAOP, HAG and 

MAG 

€62.06m €53.41m €38.29 m €13.69* 

Housing Aid 
for Older People 

€27.10m €19.90m €11.25 m €5.07m* 

*Outturn as at 11 September 2014. 

The detailed administration of these schemes, including the assessment, approval and pay-
ment of grants to applicants under the various grant measures, is the responsibility of the rel-
evant local authority.  Funding for next year is currently being considered in the context of the 
2015 Estimates.   
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17/09/2014WRFF01550Local Authority Housing Maintenance

17/09/2014WRFF016001591. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the funding provided this year for the insulation of local authority houses; his 
plans to increase this funding in view of the challenges faced by people on low incomes due to 
fuel poverty and the cuts imposed by the Minister for Social Protection to the free fuel allow-
ance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34523/14]

17/09/2014WRFF01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): €30 million has been provided as part of my Department’s 2014 Social Housing Investment 
Programme for improving the energy performance of local authority housing stock.  An initial 
€15 million was allocated to local authorities in February 2014 and earlier this month, I an-
nounced a further €15 million allocation for this purpose. 

The funding is part of a €50 million investment programme over three years to improve 
energy efficiency and comfort levels in 25,000 local authority homes.  The programme com-
menced in June 2013 and is currently focused on providing attic/roof insulation and cavity wall 
insulation.  Local authorities may also seek funding approval for the replacement of single 
glazed or poorly performing windows. More than 13,000 homes benefited under this energy 
efficiency measure in 2013.   

Details of the full allocations to local authorities in 2014 in respect of energy efficiency are 
as follows:   

Local Authority 2014 Allocation 
Carlow €329,199 
Cavan €476,488 
Clare €427,706 
Cork City €4,402,949 
Cork County €1,089,072 
Donegal €624,054 
Dublin City €6,500,974 
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown €1,339,449 
Fingal €505,739 
Galway City €419,297 
Galway County €387,787 
Kerry €681,692 
Kildare €884,654 
Kilkenny €401,344 
Laois €747,146 
Leitrim €213,239 
Limerick €936,601 
Longford €481,766 
Louth €425,095 
Mayo €525,123 
Meath €848,924 
Monaghan €299,459 
Offaly €329,024 
Roscommon €530,020 
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Local Authority 2014 Allocation 
Sligo €313,089 
South Dublin €1,807,044 
Tipperary €1,599,307 
Waterford €738,905 
Westmeath €447,896 
Wexford €651,271 
Wicklow €629,698 

Question No. 1592 answered with Question No. 1518.

17/09/2014WRFF01850Fire Service

17/09/2014WRFF019001593. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he has received any request from Dublin City Council for funding to purchase 
new fire appliances for Dublin Fire Brigade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34596/14]

17/09/2014WRFF02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The provision of fire services in local authority areas, including the establishment and 
maintenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of premises, 
is a statutory function of the individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services 
Act 1981.  My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and 
guidance, and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall 
funding available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of 
fire appliances and emergency equipment as well as construction and upgrading of fire stations. 

Dublin City Council provides fire services on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities.  
Continued investment in the fire appliance fleet has been identified as one of the key national 
priorities for the fire services capital programme.  In that context and in order to deliver cost ef-
ficiencies, a programme involving fire authorities aggregating demand and jointly procuring 17 
fire appliances is now nearing completion, under which Dublin Fire Brigade received an alloca-
tion for two new water tenders.  My Department has reimbursed Dublin City Council €316,459 
to date in respect of these.     

Dublin City Council wrote to my Department in May 2014 requesting that Dublin Fire 
Brigade be included in the next capital funding allocation programmes for two new appliances.  
This correspondence has been acknowledged.  All requests for funding from my Department’s 
Fire Services Capital Programme will be considered within the constraints of available resourc-
es and will have regard to local authorities’ priorities, the value for money offered by proposals, 
the totality of requests from fire authorities and the status of existing facilities having regard to 
risk categorisation.   

  Question No. 1594 answered with Question No. 1560.

  Question No. 1595 answered with Question No. 1539.

17/09/2014WRFF02225Water Charges Administration

17/09/2014WRFF023001596. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
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cal Government the reason Irish Water has requested customers’ PPS numbers in their recently 
released application packs; the purpose this sensitive information will be used for; the implica-
tion for applications returned without this information; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34658/14]

17/09/2014WRFF02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In advance of the introduction of domestic water charges, the Government made certain 
decisions on 6 May 2014 relating to the structure of water charges including, inter alia, a free 
allowance per household and an additional free allowance for children on the same qualifying 
conditions as the Child Benefit payment from the Department of Social Protection. 

As these allowances are to be funded by Government, Irish Water needs to ensure it has the 
appropriate and sufficient information to reflect these entitlements.  The Personal Public Ser-
vices (PPS) Numbers will be used by Irish Water to ensure that each household receives the free 
allowance it is entitled to, as well as any additional allowance for children in receipt of Child 
Benefit at that address.  It will also facilitate Irish Water in providing reduced charges to owners 
who have unoccupied dwellings. 

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) has recently completed a public consulta-
tion on a draft water charges plan which sets out the position if customers do not validate.  In 
their proposals, a default charge will be applied to customers without allowances.  The CER 
will finalise the water charges plan shortly taking account of the public consultation. 

Irish Water is a specified body under section 20 of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2014 
and is therefore permitted to request PPS numbers to authenticate the identity of the person be-
ing provided with an allowance.  Irish Water will treat applicants’ personal data in accordance 
with the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003. 

Question No. 1597 answered with Question No. 1451.

17/09/2014WRFF02550Voluntary Sector Funding

17/09/2014WRFF026001598. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the level of funding approved for an organisation for 2014 (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34709/14]

17/09/2014WRFF02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Under the 2011-2014 Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and 
Voluntary Sector, my Department provided €31,086 to the organisation in  for the 6 months 
ending 30 June 2014.   

While it was known that the existing scheme was ending on 30 June 2014 and applications 
were sought for the new scheme with no guarantee of continued funding, it is clear that organi-
sations had become increasingly dependent on this funding.  In agreement with my colleague, 
the Minister of State at the Department of Health with Special Responsibility for Primary Care, 
Mental Health and Disability, the public funding of national organisations in the health and dis-
ability sector will be reviewed with a view to rationalising the funding of these organisations 
to ensure efficiency in the use of public money and avoidance of duplication, while providing 
appropriate support to organisations working in the sector. 

Having considered the impact of the decision, I announced on 18 July 2014 that I am al-
locating bridging funding to a number of previously funded health, disability and other organi-
sations for a twelve month period while this review takes place.  As part of this funding, the 
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organisation in question has been allocated €62,172 for the 12 month period to 30 June 2015.   

17/09/2014WRFF02750Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

17/09/2014WRFF028001599. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding special housing needs in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if a reply has issued to the Ombudsman to date. [34736/14]

17/09/2014WRFF02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department provides funding to local authorities for various social housing supports, 
including for adaptations and extensions to the social housing stock to meet needs of tenants 
with a disability or to address serious overcrowding.  Kildare County Council was recently al-
located funding of €329,829 for such purposes. 

The administration of this funding is a matter for each local authority to manage.  My De-
partment has no role in individual cases, including in respect of related correspondence between 
the Ombudsman and a local authority.   

17/09/2014WRFF02950Fire Stations Provision

17/09/2014WRFF030001600. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the proposed fire station for Virginia, County Cavan; 
when this project will proceed to tender stage; the timeframe for construction; the estimated 
cost of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34741/14]

17/09/2014WRFF03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The provision of fire services in local authority areas, including the establishment and 
maintenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of premises, 
is a statutory function of the individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services 
Act 1981.  My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and 
guidance, and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall 
funding available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of 
fire appliances and emergency equipment as well as construction and upgrading of fire stations. 

A proposal by Cavan County Council to build a new fire station at Virginia was received 
in 2000 by my Department and approval-in-principle was granted to proceed to the planning 
stages. Cavan County Council submitted costings and design plans during 2000 for consider-
ation by my Department.  At that time, new fire station projects at Dowra and Bailieborough 
were progressing, along with proposals for a new station at Cootehill, and the Council was 
informed that the proposals for Virginia fire station were under consideration.  In 2007, Cavan 
County Council submitted an updated cost plan and requested approval to proceed to tender.  
In 2008, my Department requested the Council to prepare contract documents and an updated 
cost plan.  These were received in 2011.  Given the constraints on public finances, the priority 
of the Fire Services Capital Programme has been given to replacing the fire appliance fleet and 
further support from my Department’s Fire Services Capital Programme to proceed with a new 
fire station at Virginia will have regard to these national priorities, the totality of requests from 
fire authorities countrywide, Cavan County Council’s priorities, the extent of previous invest-
ment in Cavan fire service, the value for money offered by proposals and the status of existing 
facilities having regard to area risk categorisation. 
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17/09/2014WRFF03150Library Projects

17/09/2014WRFF032001601. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the proposal to provide a new library in Virginia, 
County Cavan; when this project will go to tender; the timeframe for construction; the esti-
mated cost of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34742/14]

17/09/2014WRFF03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): It is a matter for each library authority, as a reserved function, to prepare a library develop-
ment plan and the most recent such plan for County Cavan includes the submission of a revised 
application to my Department for a full-time library for Virginia in 2013, subject to significant 
improvement in the Council’s funding and staffing situation.  No such application has been 
received. 

Under Section 78 of the Local Government Act 2001, the provision of premises and facili-
ties in the public library service is a matter for each local authority in its capacity as a library 
authority.   

My Department provides some capital funding towards approved refurbishment and reno-
vation works and new library projects carried out by local authorities, subject to availability of 
resources and objective analysis of all applications on hand.   

17/09/2014WRFF03350Social and Affordable Housing Provision

17/09/2014WRFF034001602. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to amend the capital loan and subsidy scheme to enable local 
authorities bring more social housing developments forward; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34748/14]

17/09/2014WRFF03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I have no plans to amend the capital loan and subsidy scheme.  Plans in relation to the future 
delivery of social housing are now being considered in the context of the new Social Housing 
Strategy, which it is intended will be considered by Government in the coming weeks.  The 
Strategy will contain clear, measurable actions to increase the supply of social housing, based 
on innovative solutions that will harness new funding streams, in order to continue to protect 
the most vulnerable and disadvantaged in our society. 

In the meantime, my Department is continuing to oversee the provision of social housing for 
people on the housing waiting list and for homeless persons through local authorities and other 
providers.  Overall, I expect some 6,000 social housing units to be delivered across the range 
of programmes this year.   

Questions Nos. 1603 and 1604 answered with Question No. 1468.

  Question No. 1605 answered with Question No. 1544.

17/09/2014WRFF03750Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

17/09/2014WRFF038001606. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the amount of funding that Dublin City Council has received for the 
disability grants scheme in the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014. [34759/14]
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17/09/2014WRFF03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The following are the funding allocations to Dublin City Council for the suite of Housing 
Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability over the period 2011 to 2013.  
For 2014, the figure shown is the funding drawn down to 11 September 2014:    

2011 2012 2013 2014 
€8,689,330 €9,518,318 €5,512,886 €1,402,300 

Dublin City Council’s full 2014 allocation for these grants is €5,821,222, of which €1,164,244 
is to be provided from the Council’s own resources.   

17/09/2014WRFF03950Voluntary Sector Funding

17/09/2014WRFF040001592

. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide information on the level of funding and who provides the fund-
ing to elderly-senior citizens organisations, on a national, county and local level; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34768/14]

17/09/2014WRFF04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department manages the Seniors Alert Scheme which encourages community support 
for vulnerable older people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the pur-
chase and installation of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of limited means, 
to continue to live securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind.  
The scheme is administered by local community and voluntary groups with the support of my 
Department.  The allocation for the Seniors Alert Scheme for 2014 is €2.35 million, which is 
sufficient to meet current demand levels. 

The funding Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and Voluntary 
sector provides multi-annual funding to national organisations towards core costs associated 
with the provision of services.  Priority is given under the scheme to supporting national or-
ganisations that provide coalface services to disadvantaged target groups.  Core funding refers 
typically to operating costs that will always need to be met, and are fundamental to the or-
ganisation’s survival.  Two groups providing services to older people, Age Action Ireland and 
Active Retirement Network Ireland, receive funding under this scheme.  My Department also 
provides annual funding to members of the Community and Voluntary Pillar.  This funding has 
been awarded to support costs, not funded from any other sources, directly related to the organi-
sations’ contribution to policy-making.  The Irish Senior Citizens Parliament receives funding 
under this scheme.   

Details of expenditure in recent years on these schemes is provided in the tables below.   

Seniors Alert Scheme
Year Expenditure € 
2012 2.52m 
2013 2.32m 
2014 933,000 (to 12 Sept) 

Scheme to Support National Organisations
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National Or-
ganisation 

Total Paid in 
2012 € 

Total Paid in 
2013 € 

Total Paid in 
2014 to 30 June 
€ 

Total allocated 
for 6 months to 
31 Dec 2014 € 

Active Retire-
ment Network 
Ireland 

80,000 75,360 33,158 21,778 

Age Action 
Ireland 

50,000 47,100 20,724 16,857 

Social Pillar Funding to Irish Senior Citizens Parliament  
Year €
2012 15,000 
2013 14,130 
2014 14,130 

17/09/2014WRFF04125Programme for Government Priorities

17/09/2014WRFF042001608. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his policy ambitions for the remainder of the Government term; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34778/14]

17/09/2014WRFF04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Government’s key policy objectives have been set out in both the Programme for Gov-
ernment and in the Statement of Government Priorities which was published in July 2014.  I 
will lead those actions within my remit, particularly in relation to addressing housing needs 
through a number of actions including revision of planning legislation and the development 
and implementation of a new Social Housing Strategy.  I will also be driving my Department’s 
contribution to economic development by supporting the delivery of a range of other Govern-
ment Strategies, including the Action Plan for Jobs and the Construction 2020 Strategy and I 
will ensure my Department plays a full role in our ongoing national recovery.   

17/09/2014WRFF04350Pyrite Remediation Programme Implementation

17/09/2014WRFF044001609. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the pyrite remediation scheme; if he will set out a 
timeframe as to when he expects all homes to be repaired; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34779/14]

17/09/2014WRFF04500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): While it is not possible to put a definite timeframe on the duration of the pyrite remediation 
scheme and on the completion of remediation works to all homes affected by significant pyritic 
damage, the initial phase of the scheme will deal with up to 1,000 dwellings which, it is esti-
mated, are in need of repair over the two year period ending in 2015.   

The position post-2015 will be dealt with having regard to the circumstances at that time.  
However, the considered view is that the number of dwellings that may require remediation 
post-2015 will not be as large as previously thought.  There are a number of positive indicators 
that support this view including the number of persons who have currently applied to the Pyrite 
Resolution Board under the scheme which now stands at 560 approximately.   
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The pyrite remediation scheme, which was published by the Board in February 2014, was 
developed having regard to the recommendations set out in the Report of the Pyrite Panel.  
The scheme is one of “last resort” and only applies to dwellings with a damage rating of 2 
established on foot of a Building Condition Assessment in accordance with I.S. 398-1 :2013 
Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In 
addition, applicants must be able to demonstrate to the Board that they have no practicable op-
tions other than under the scheme to secure the remediation of their dwellings.   

Of the approximately 560 applications that the Board has received, some 375 have been 
validated and referred to the Housing Agency for the next stage in the process, i.e. the assess-
ment, verification and recommendation phase.  In the region of 150 dwellings have now been 
recommended for inclusion in the pyrite remediation scheme and the applicants have been noti-
fied accordingly.  The first remediation works under the scheme commenced earlier this month 
on a small group of houses in a development in north Dublin.   

17/09/2014WRFF04550Planning Issues

17/09/2014WRFF046001610. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider implementing legislation in relation to the topping and 
cutting of trees and hedges on private property (details supplied) similar to legislation in place in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34793/14]

17/09/2014WRFF04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 70 of the Roads Act 1993 - which is the responsibility of my colleague the Minister 
for Transport, Tourism and Sport – provides that where a tree, shrub, hedge or other vegetation 
is a hazard or potential hazard to persons using a public road or where it obstructs or interferes 
with the safe use of a public road or with the maintenance of a public road, a road authority may 
serve a notice in writing on the owner or occupier of the land on which such tree, shrub, hedge 
or other vegetation is situated requiring the preservation, felling, cutting, lopping, trimming or 
removal of such tree, shrub, hedge or other vegetation within the period stated in the notice.   

Section 58 of the Communications Regulation Act 2002 (No 20/2002) – which is the re-
sponsibility of my colleague the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
– provides that an electronic communications network operator or any person authorised by the 
operator may lop or cut any tree, shrub or hedge which obstructs or interferes with any physical 
infrastructure of the network operator. 

17/09/2014WRGGG00150Motor Tax Rates

17/09/2014WRGGG002001611. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider reducing the rates of motor tax for pre-2008 vehicles 
that can accommodate seven persons or more; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34797/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Motor tax on cars registered prior to July 2008 is calculated on the engine capacity of the 
car. I have no plans to review the basis of charging motor tax for these vehicles to take seating 
capacity into account.   

It should be noted that the average increase in motor tax for cars taxed on engine capacity 
was 7.5% in Budgets 2012 and 2013, considerably less than the increases applied to vehicles 
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registered after 01 July 2008, in respect of which motor tax is based on CO2 emissions. 

17/09/2014WRGGG00350Environmental Impact Statements

17/09/2014WRGGG004001612. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government under the EIA directive, the tonnage threshold above which an EIA must 
be carried out in an anaerobic plant; the threshold below which there is no requirement for the 
EIA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34828/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 172(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides that 
an environmental impact assessment must be carried out by a planning authority or An Bord 
Pleanála, as the case may be, in respect of an application for consent for - 

(a)  proposed development of a class specified in Schedule 5 to the Planning and Develop-
ment Regulations 2001 which exceeds a quantity, area or other limit specified in that Schedule, 
and

(b)  proposed development of a class specified in Schedule 5 to the Planning and Develop-
ment Regulations 2001 which does not exceed a quantity, area or other limit specified in that 
Schedule but which the planning authority or the Board determines would be likely to have 
significant effects on the environment.   

Part 2 of Schedule 5 provides that environmental impact assessment is mandatory in respect 
of -

- in relation to energy industry, industrial installations for the production of electricity, steam 
and hot water with a heat output of 300 megawatts or more (No.3);

- in relation to other projects, installations for the disposal of waste with an annual in take 
greater than 25,000 tonnes (No.11).     

In relation to proposed developments of this type which do not exceed the thresholds set 
out, article 103(1) of the Planning Regulations provides that where a planning application for 
sub-threshold development is not accompanied by an Environmental Impact Statement, and the 
likelihood of significant effects on the environment cannot be excluded by the planning author-
ity, the planning authority must make a determination as to whether the development would be 
likely to have significant effects on the environment. Where it determines that the development 
would be likely to have significant effects, it is required to carry out an environmental impact 
assessment before making a decision on the planning application.

17/09/2014WRGGG00550Fire Service

17/09/2014WRGGG006001613. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which part-time or whole-time fire services currently exist 
throughout the country; the extent to which it is expected to develop these services in the future 
on a part-time or whole-time basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34844/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The provision of a fire service in local authority areas, including the establishment and 
maintenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of premises, 
is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services 
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Act 2001. My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy, pro-
vision of training support, issue of guidance on operational and other related matters and the 
provision of capital funding. The provision of fire services by local authorities is based on a 
risk management approach which involves an analysis of the nature of the fire hazards and the 
incidence and extent of fires which occur, as well as the fire protection measures in place. The 
fire services in the cities of Dublin, Cork and Limerick are staffed on a full-time basis; Galway, 
Waterford, Drogheda and Dundalk have a combined full-time and retained service; fire services 
in all other communities are provided with the retained staffing system, which operates on the 
basis of alerting staff in response to 999 calls and mobilising brigades.  All fire services, full-
time and retained, are mobilised on the basis of pre-determined attendances (PDAs), which set 
out the number and type of fire appliances and the associated crews, to be dispatched initially 
to the incident. The PDA depends on the type of incident and its location and may be varied 
by the Incident Commander.   In February 2013, Keeping Communities Safe (KCS) was pub-
lished which, as national policy, is intended to keep fire safety and fire services in Ireland in 
line with international best practice. For the first time in Ireland, KCS sets out national norms 
and standards for fire services with a view to achieving consistency in fire service provision. 
KCS provides for fire services remaining as part of local authorities, but service delivery is to 
be reshaped from the current 30 fire services to 21 service delivery units.   KCS is based on 
a risk management approach, which addresses the critical elements of fire prevention and fire 
protection within buildings as well as response by fire brigades.  Each fire service is currently 
undertaking an initial risk categorisation process for its functional area and will prepare a new 
Fire and Emergency Operations Plan as required by section 26 of the Fire Services Act, 1981 
and 2003. The section 26 Plan, when adopted by the local authority members, shows the provi-
sion made in respect of fire service organisation, appliances, equipment, fire stations, training, 
operational procedure and any such matters as may be relevant, such as staffing arrangements.

17/09/2014WRGGG00750Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

17/09/2014WRGGG008001614. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which the various local authorities continue to receive 
adequate provision to meet the disabled persons housing adaption grant requirements; the num-
bers currently awaiting approval throughout the various local authorities countrywide, with par-
ticular reference to County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34845/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Capital allocations to local authorities amounting to €38.4m under the suite of Housing 
Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability were announced on 16 Janu-
ary 2014. Every local authority received increased funding for these grants in 2014 compared 
to the 2013 allocations. My Department provides 80% funding for these schemes, with a 20% 
contribution from the local authority. The allocation to Kildare County Council for 2014 was 
€2,274,787, of which €454,957 is to be provided by the Council. Some 51% of this had been 
drawn down by the council to end-August.   

The detailed administration of these schemes, including the assessment, approval and pay-
ment of grants to applicants under the various grant measures, is the responsibility of the rel-
evant local authority. My Department does not monitor the number of applications awaiting 
approval across all local authorities on an ongoing basis.

17/09/2014WRGGG00950Local Authority Housing Data
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17/09/2014WRGGG010001615. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of persons currently on the various local authority housing 
lists throughout the country, with particular reference to County Kildare; the extent to which 
rent increases in the private sector are making it impossible for such families to exist or remain 
in their homes; if urgent provision can be made to meet their requirements, thus preventing a 
further escalation in homelessness; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34847/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments in 2013 showed that there were 
89,872 households on local authority waiting lists as at 7 May 2013. This represents a 9% de-
crease on the previous summary of 2011 and is the most up-to-date figure available on waiting 
list numbers, which are subject to on-going fluctuation due to households being allocated hous-
ing and new households applying for housing support in the intervening period. The results of 
the 2013 summary, including breakdowns by each local authority across a range of categories, 
are available on my Department’s website at http://www.environ.ie/en/PublicationsDocuments/
FileDownLoad,34857,en.pdf.   

The Reports shows that 5,454 households were on waiting lists in Co. Kildare as at 7 May 
2013.   

The private rented sector is an increasingly important element of the housing market, with 
the proportion of households in the sector almost doubling in the period 2006-2011. I am con-
scious of the difficulties caused by rising rents and the problem of sourcing suitable accom-
modation, especially in Dublin and other urban centres.  The fundamental reason behind the 
rise in rents is a lack of supply.  The Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) was asked 
to conduct a study to explore options to address the difficulties being experienced in segments 
of the private rented sector due to rising rents to report back with policy recommendations. The 
Report is currently being finalised and is due to be presented to me very shortly. The overriding 
objective is to achieve stability and sustainability in the private residential rental market for the 
benefit of tenants, landlords and society as a whole.   

On 20 May 2014, the Implementation Plan on the State’s Response to Homelessness was 
published in which the Government’s approach to delivery on its objective of ending involun-
tary long-term homelessness by the end of 2016 was outlined.  This Plan sets out a range of 
measures to secure a ring-fenced supply of accommodation for homeless households within the 
next three years and to mobilise the necessary supports.

Action 1 of Construction 2020 – A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector provides 
for a National Framework for Housing Supply to be established on a statutory footing with an 
annual National Statement of Projected Housing Supply and Demand published every June. I 
have asked the Housing Agency to take the lead in implementing this Action.

The proper management of all State land is critical; accordingly, both lands that have been 
transferred to the Housing Agency and local authority held lands suitable for development will 
be the first sites considered in any future targeted social housing building programme. 

The Review of Part V of the Planning and Development Acts, which provides for social and 
affordable housing supply, has been completed by the Housing Agency, at my Department’s re-
quest, and will be submitted to Government shortly. It is anticipated that any legislative changes 
required on foot of the review will, subject to Government approval, be incorporated into the 
General Scheme of a new Planning Bill, which is expected to be published shortly.

In relation to providing social housing for those on the waiting lists, a new Social Housing 
Strategy is currently in preparation, with the intention that it will be considered by Government 
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in the coming weeks. It will contain clear, measurable actions to increase the supply of social 
housing, based on innovative solutions that will harness new funding streams, in order to con-
tinue to protect the most vulnerable and disadvantaged in our society. 

In the meantime, my Department is continuing to oversee the provision of social housing for 
people on the housing waiting list and for homeless persons through local authorities and other 
providers. Overall, I expect some 6,000 social housing units to be delivered across the range of 
programmes this year.

17/09/2014WRGGG01150Greenhouse Gas Emissions

17/09/2014WRGGG012001616. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which reduction targets in respect of carbon emissions 
continue to be met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34850/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Ireland has an ambitious greenhouse gas emission reduction target under the 2009 EU 
Effort-Sharing Decision (406/2009/EC) for each year between 2013 and 2020.  The extent of 
the challenge posed by these emission reduction targets is well understood by Government, as 
reflected in the National Policy Position on Climate Action and Low-Carbon Development and 
the General Scheme of the Climate Action and Low-Carbon Development Bill, both of which 
were published in April of this year.  The National Policy Position provides a high-level policy 
direction for the adoption and implementation by Government of plans to enable the State to 
move to a low-carbon economy.  Proposed statutory authority for the plans is set out in the 
General Scheme of the Climate Action and Low-Carbon Development Bill.

In anticipation of the planned legislation, work is already underway on developing a low-
carbon plan - the National Low-Carbon Roadmap to 2050 - the primary objective of which will 
be to track implementation of measures and identify additional measures to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and progress the overall national low-carbon transition agenda.  As I am satis-
fied that Ireland is on course to comply with the annual mitigation targets in the first half of the 
2013-2020 compliance period, the immediate focus of the national low-carbon roadmapping 
process will be the compliance challenge in the years 2017 to 2020.

17/09/2014WRGGG01350Unfinished Housing Developments Data

17/09/2014WRGGG014001617. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of applications received in his Department for funding from 
Kildare County Council to complete development works in unfinished housing estates within 
the past two years to date; the extent to which he expects to be in a position to respond to such 
applications, in the short and medium term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34851/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Budget 2014 contains a special provision, in the form of a targeted €10m Special Resolu-
tion Fund (SRF), to assist further in addressing the legacy of unfinished housing developments. 
The SRF is designed to encourage the resolution of the remaining tranche of unfinished devel-
opments identified in the National Housing Development Survey 2013 and, particularly, those 
developments not likely to be resolved in the normal way through solely developer/owner/
funder action because of the presence of specific financial barriers. It is envisaged that the SRF 
should be particularly targeted to address the remaining unfinished developments with residents 
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living in them and, in particular, any developments that local authorities identified, for the pur-
poses of the Local Property Tax waiver, as in a seriously problematic condition.

In December 2013, my Department wrote to local authorities seeking proposals for funding 
support under the SRF and the deadline for receipt of applications was 28 February 2014. All 
submissions were evaluated by my Department in accordance with the criteria circulated to 
the local authorities. On 2 May 2014, allocations from the Special Resolution Fund were an-
nounced and 86 developments were approved for funding. The following link contains a list of 
all developments approved for SRF funding: 

http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/MainBody,37940,en.htm.

Kildare County Council submitted 4 applications for funding from the Special Resolution 
Fund, of which 1 was approved.

It is hoped that the SRF will enable very substantial progress to be made in resolving as 
many of the remaining unfinished developments as possible.

Question No. 1618 answered with Question No. 1524.

Question No. 1619 answered with Question No. 1454.

17/09/2014WRGGG01750Fire Service

17/09/2014WRGGG018001620. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the fire service.  
[34859/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The provision of fire services in local authority areas, including the establishment and 
maintenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of premises, 
is a statutory function of the individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services 
Act 1981. My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and 
guidance, and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall 
funding available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of 
fire appliances and emergency equipment as well as construction and upgrading of fire stations.

Fire appliances and emergency equipment are purchased by individual fire authorities. Eli-
gible and approved costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to such purchases may be re-
imbursed as appropriate within the overall funding available to my Department under the Fire 
Services Capital Programme.  The Fire Services Capital Programme, like all public service 
expenditure and tendering processes, is subject to the Public Spending Code and is also subject 
to public service auditing, along with all public bodies.   

It is generally recognised that, the operation of the Fire Services Capital Programme has 
over many years provided Ireland’s fire services with a first class infrastructure of fire stations, 
fire appliances, specialist equipment and mobilisation and radio communication facilities. As a 
general point, the procurement of emergency vehicles typically takes up to two years, and in-
volves specialist appliance-building firms.  It is understood that, in the fire authority referred to, 
there have been occasional difficulties in introducing new/ replacement appliances to the fleet 
due to restrictive practices.

Question No. 1621 answered with Question No. 1504.
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17/09/2014WRGGG02050Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRGGG021001622. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the total number of new appointments made in his Department and 
those bodies under his remit since March 2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade 
to which they were appointed during the period. [35120/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information requested is set out in the tables below.   

Department Appointments   
Grade No of Appointments 
Secretary General 1 
Assistant Secretary General 5 
Principal Officer 13 
Assistant Principal Officer 19 
Higher Executive Officer 2 
Executive Officer 15 
Staff Officer 1 
Clerical Officer 3 
Special Adviser* 5 
Personal Assistant * 6 
Personal Secretary* 6 
Civilian Driver* 11 
Parliamentary Counsel 1 
Assistant Director Met Eireann 1 
Principal Adviser 1 
Senior Meteorologist 1 
Principal Auditor 1 
Senior Adviser 2 
Advisory Counsel 1 
Meteorologist 7 
Principal Meteorological Officer 1 
Auditor 1 
Planning Inspector 2 
Assistant Auditor 2 
Meteorological Officer 2 
Total 110 

* Ministerial appointments in both 2011/2012 and 2014   

The information in the table reflects appointments to or within my Department during the 
relevant period including transfers and secondments, temporary short term Presidency assign-
ments, Ministerial appointments and those resulting from internal or external promotion com-
petitions, in line with sanction received from the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form.  Of the 110 appointments, 41 of these were made from the existing staff complement.   

During the same period there were over 180 permanent departures from my Department. 
These figures exclude the staff moves connected to the transfer in of the Community function 
(approx. 8 0) and the transfer out of the Heritage function (approx. 400) in 2011.   
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My Department continues to balance business needs and staff resources in accordance with 
sanctioned staff levels and budgetary provisions.   

Information on Agency appointments during the same period is set out below.   

Agency Appointments
Civil Service Equivalent Grades No of Appointments 
Secretary General 1 
Assistant Secretary 9 
Principal Officer 12 
Assistant Principal 11 
Higher Executive Officer 8 
Executive Officer 4 
Clerical Officer 2 
Total 47 

In addition, 44 temporary appointments were made to various agencies, including 30 posts 
for the Household Charge Bureau (which has now completed its work).   

Agency staff numbers have fallen to 693 as of end Q2 2014, the latest date for which figures 
are available, as compared to a peak of 951 at the end of 2008 - a reduction of 258 (27%).

17/09/2014WRGGG02250Public Sector Staff Increment Payments

17/09/2014WRGGG023001623. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of public sector employees under his remit who are subject to 
a freeze on their increment payment in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35134/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In accordance with the Haddington Road Agreement 37 staff in my Department have been 
subject to a deferral of an incremental payment of between 3 and 6 months in 2014. In addi-
tion, incremental progression has been suspended for 3 years in respect of 2 further staff at my 
Department.   

The corresponding information in terms of Agencies and Local Authorities is not held in my 
Department.

17/09/2014WRGGG02450Departmental Staff Career Breaks

17/09/2014WRGGG025001624. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in 
his Department on career break at the time of the Haddington Road agreement who lost their 
right to return to their positions; of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment 
opportunities; the number who availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who 
terminated their employment; the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary 
positions after being on redeployment lists of over one year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [35145/14]
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17/09/2014WRGGG02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): There were 28 officers in my Department availing of career breaks at the time the Had-
dington Road Agreement came into effect on 1 July 2013. The present status of these officers 
is as follows: 9 returned to a position in my Department shortly after the period of their career 
break expired as they had indicated they wished to do so; a further 2 officers were facilitated in 
a position in another Department via redeployment; 7 decided to resign from the Civil Service 
at the conclusion of their career break; 7 are still on career break and the remaining 3 will return 
to duty in my Department before the end of 2014.   

The corresponding information requested by the Deputy in terms of Agencies and Local 
Authorities is not held in my Department.

17/09/2014WRGGG02650Fisheries Protection

17/09/2014WRGGG027001625. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will review his decision to indefinitely close the River Suir to snap net fish-
ermen from 2014 onwards; his reasons for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32922/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG02800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that the stock, 
genetically unique to each of Ireland’s more than 140 salmon rivers, is assessed annually by the 
Independent Standing Scientific Committee for Salmon (SSCS) which includes Scientists from 
IFI, the Marine Institute, BIM, ESB, the Loughs Agency and the Agri-Food and Bioscienes In-
stitute (AFBI) Northern Ireland.  The Scientific Committee annual assessments are carried out 
with reference to the established Conservation Limit (CL) for each individual river. The Salmon 
Conservation Limit (CL) in any river is the number of spawning salmon required to maintain 
a sustainable population and is used to indicate the number of salmon in a river system above 
which a harvestable surplus can be considered.

The assessments reference the most recent 5 years of available data and is considered by IFI 
in formulating its management advice as to whether each individual river may be open, open to 
catch and release angling or closed to all exploitation for the coming year. The SSC advice for 
the Suir for 2014 was that the river was below its CL with a deficit of 2,449 salmon.

I am advised that it not the case that management advice in respect of closing the River Suir 
for 2014 amounts to a decision to indefinitely close the River Suir to snap net fishermen from 
2014 onwards as an assessment is carried out every year and will be carried out again in respect 
of the 2015 season. I am also advised that the River Suir closed to snap net fishing in 2006-
2010 but was opened again in 2011, 2012 and 2013 as the conservation limit was sufficiently 
exceeded to facilitate a commercial snap net fishery.

The opening of a Snap net fishery on the River Suir can be considered if and when there is 
a suitable surplus of salmon (in excess of CL) available for harvest and Ireland must be particu-
larly careful to ensure that all national and international legislation and other obligations are 
met in any future management regime.

17/09/2014WRGGG02850Broadband Service Provision

17/09/2014WRGGG029001626. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if high speed broadband will be made available in an area (details supplied) in 
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County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32934/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG030001632. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when broadband service will be approved for a location (details supplied) in County 
Laois.  [33174/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG03100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1626 and 1632 together.  

The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our com-
mitment to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas. The Government’s Na-
tional Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by 
ensuring that high speed broadband is available to all citizens and businesses. This is being 
achieved through measures designed to accelerate commercial investment and the development 
of a State-led intervention for non-commercial areas.

Since publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector have accelerated. Com-
mercial operators have invested, or are committing to invest approximately €2.5 billion in 
upgrading telecommunications networks and services. I understand that at least one network 
operator has published a programme to roll out 21 fibre-based broadband networks in County 
Laois and 17 fibre-based broadband networks in County Offaly by July 2016. In addition, the 
announcement of a joint venture between ESB and Vodafone includes a proposal to provide 
high speed broadband in both Portlaoise and Tullamore. Previous interventions by the State 
have also delivered Metropolitan Area Networks to four towns in Offaly and one in Laois which 
are providing advanced services in Edenderry, Birr, Tullamore and Portlaoise. There is also a 
Metropolitan Area Network capacity situated in Banagher, Co. Offaly.

While the accelerated commercial investment is welcome, it is largely focussed on cities 
and larger towns. The intervention strategy envisaged by Government recognises that quality 
broadband is a priority service for a 21st Century society. Central to the strategy therefore will 
be a major infrastructure build, which is likely to be primarily fibre-based. This will be designed 
to ensure that high quality broadband services are available in all parts of Ireland that cannot be 
served by the commercial sector.

Under EU State Aid Guidelines Member States cannot intervene where commercial inves-
tors have plans to roll out services. A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my 
Department to identify those areas that require a State intervention. An initial list of areas has 
already been identified. It includes 20 areas in County Laois and 28 areas in County Offaly.

As part of the mapping process, a stakeholder consultation was launched in June with a 
deadline of mid-September for submissions. I expect to publish the maps for public consulta-
tion later this year. Details of the areas requiring State intervention will not be confirmed until 
then. A further public consultation on the proposed intervention strategy will be launched in 
mid-2015.

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the proposed State intervention. My Department 
will be working closely with the EU Commission on this important aspect of the programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality broadband services are available to all citizens 
regardless of where they are located
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17/09/2014WRGGG03150Public Service Broadcasting Charge

17/09/2014WRGGG032001627. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the position regarding the proposed public service broadcasting charge, if he has 
considered different charging structures for commercial premises from those levied on residen-
tial properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33061/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG03300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Programme for Government commits to examining the role and collection of the TV li-
cence fee in light of existing and projected convergence of technologies and to transforming 
the TV licence into a household based Public Service Broadcasting (PSB) Charge to be applied 
to all eligible households and applicable businesses, regardless of the device used to access 
content or services. In line with these commitments, my Department is involved in the ongoing 
analysis and policy development work that is necessary in advance of the implementation of 
any changes that may be required. This work includes detailed consideration of the nature of 
any charges on commercial premises. I am also reviewing the results of a public consultation 
process on the introduction of the proposed PSB Charge and the outcome of a Value for Money 
(VFM) Review on the charge, which was conducted by my Department last year.

17/09/2014WRGGG03350Postcode Implementation

17/09/2014WRGGG034001628. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the position regarding the introduction of postcodes in a timely fashion; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33068/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG03500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
In December 2013 a ten-year contract with Capita Business Support Services Ireland Limited 
was signed under which the company will develop, roll-out and operate the National Postcode 
System following a public procurement process.

The design of the Postcode was approved by Government last April and the ‘Eircode’ brand 
was launched for the National Postcode System on 28 April. Information about Eircodes is now 
available on www.eircode.ie. 

The project is currently in the implementation phase and is scheduled to roll out nationwide 
by the middle of 2015. Every Irish address will receive a unique Eircode.

17/09/2014WRGGG03550Broadcasting Service Provision

17/09/2014WRGGG036001629. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources in relation to the new Oireachtas TV channel, which will be available to 
households with UPC, Eircom or Sky, if the channel will be available on Saorview; if so, if 
there will be a cost to the State for Saorview distribution; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33096/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG03700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Sections 125 and 126 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 make the necessary provision to allow for 
the development of an Oireachtas TV channel to be known as the “Houses of the Oireachtas 
Channel” on the SAORVIEW TV network. The legislation provides that the channel should be 
established by the Commission of the Houses of the Oireachtas and that the oversight of the 
channel should be the responsibility of the Joint Administration Committee, which is a joint 
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committee of the Houses of the Oireachtas.

The Commission of the Houses of the Oireachtas may enter into such contracts as are neces-
sary to establish and maintain the Houses of the Oireachtas Channel. In this context, I should 
mention that section 126 of the Act amends Schedule 1 of the Houses of the Oireachtas Com-
mission Act 2003 to enable the Commission to fund the channel and to meet all expenses in-
curred in this respect.

RTÉ has built, owns and controls the SAORVIEW TV network and is responsible for the 
roll-out, coverage and operation of that network. This is in accordance with Part 8 of the Broad-
casting Act 2009, which provides that the development of the RTÉ network is an operational 
matter for RTÉ. RTÉ has informed my Department that there are on-going operational costs as-
sociated with the delivery of the SAORVIEW service. All broadcasters availing of SAORVIEW 
are required to pay their fair proportion of the associated costs.

Decisions regarding the carriage of Oireachtas TV on SAORVIEW are a matter for the 
Commission of the Houses of the Oireachtas, subject of course to the agreement of the nec-
essary commercial terms with RTÉ as owner of the SAORVIEW network. I understand that 
contacts between officials of the Houses of the Oireachtas and SAORVIEW management have 
taken place and I hope that these contacts and discussions come to an early positive conclusion.

17/09/2014WRGGG03750Electricity Transmission Network

17/09/2014WRGGG038001630. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if development setback distances from high voltage transmission pylons are prescribed 
in proportion to the associated magnetic field levels; the setback distances that are prescribed 
for the various kilovolt levels used on transmission links; the way such distances are consistent 
with the findings of the Government published report of the expert group on health effects of 
electromagnetic fields 2007; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33100/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG03900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The matter of setback distances from high voltage transmission pylons is not one in which I, 
as Minister, have a role of function. While the distances are not prescribed in law I understand 
that both Eirgrid and ESB Networks (ESBN) operate in accordance with strict guidelines on 
separation distances. I have referred the matter to both Eirgrid and ESBN and I have asked 
them to respond directly to the Deputy.  Similarly, neither I nor my Department have a role or 
function in the matter of Electro Magnetic Fields (EMF). Responsibility previously held by the 
former Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources in relation to EMF, and 
questions arising regarding potential health effects of EMF, transferred to the Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government in 2007. I should also highlight that non-ionis-
ing radiation comes under the remit of the Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland (RPII), 
a national organisation with regulatory, monitoring and advisory responsibilities pertaining to 
radiation. The RPII merged with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) earlier this year.

17/09/2014WRGGG03950Energy Prices

17/09/2014WRGGG040001631. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding a reduction in en-
ergy costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33161/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG04100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
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refer to the reply to Priority Question No. 1 of 17 July 2014.

While I am acutely aware of the financial challenges faced by many families at the current 
time, I have no statutory function in the monitoring or setting of electricity prices. Responsibil-
ity for the regulation of these markets is a matter for the Commission for Energy Regulation 
(CER), which is an independent statutory body. Prices are deregulated in the retail electricity 
and gas markets.

At a national level, the competitive energy market in place results in choices for consumers 
and businesses in terms of suppliers, products and prices. Such competition places downward 
pressure on prices. Consumers can try to mitigate rising electricity prices by shopping around 
and measures such as comparison websites, approved by the CER, exist to assist them. They 
can and should shop around to get the best possible price and service deal from suppliers.

The CER is focussed on actions that can mitigate costs for business and domestic customers, 
including rigorous regulatory scrutiny of the network costs component of retail prices.

Households can reduce their energy costs by being energy efficient. There are energy ef-
ficiency measures in place to assist both business and domestic energy consumers, with sig-
nificant funding allocated to them. Details are available at: http://www.seai.ie/Power_of_One/
Grants_Available/#sthash.OLDT5wQG.dpuf. 

Under the Energy Engage Code, published earlier this year, energy suppliers guarantee that 
no customer engaging with them will be cut off. They will seek to identify vulnerable customers 
at an earlier stage and will treat each customer individually, with realistic and achievable pay-
ment plans offered to any customer in difficulty. The new Code will be independently audited 
to ensure that all energy suppliers are complying with it. The publication of the code followed 
several months of intensive work by a taskforce established to examine what could be done to 
better protect energy consumers in financial difficulty. While the taskforce was carrying out 
its work there was a complete moratorium on the disconnection of the energy supplies for all 
domestic customers from December 2013 to February 2014.

Question No. 1632 answered with Question No. 1626.

17/09/2014WRGGG04250Wind Energy Generation

17/09/2014WRGGG043001633. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources when he expects the commencement of negative pricing of wind energy 
exported over the east-west interconnector; if he will clarify whether there is any clause in 
the pricing arrangements made between the UK and Ireland that allows for negative pricing 
between Ireland and Northern Ireland, and between Ireland and the rest of the UK; the pricing 
arrangements that have been made between Ireland and the UK on wind energy exports; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33184/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG04400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Interconnector trading is an operational matter for EirGrid and not one in which I, as Minister, 
have a role or function. Information in relation to the East West Interconnector, including the 
current electricity transfer in MW, is available on Eirgrid’s website at www.eirgrid.ie.

The Single Electricity Market (SEM) is the wholesale electricity market for the island of 
Ireland, regulated jointly by the Commission for Energy Regulation (the CER) and its coun-
terpart in Belfast, the Utility Regulator. By combining what were two separate jurisdictional 
electricity markets, the SEM became one of the first of its kind in Europe when it went live 
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on 1 November 2007. The SEM is designed to provide for the least cost source of electricity 
generation to meet customer demand at any one time across the island, while also maximising 
long-term sustainability and reliability.

With regard to the potential for future wind energy export, it should be noted that no pricing 
arrangements have been made between Ireland and the UK on wind energy exports. Following 
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on Energy Cooperation with the UK in Janu-
ary 2013, a joint programme of work was undertaken to complete consideration of how Irish 
renewable energy resources might be developed to the mutual benefit of Ireland and the UK. 
However, it was not possible to conclude an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) as originally 
envisaged. Economic analysis conducted on the Irish side clearly indicated that under agreed 
policy and regulatory conditions, renewable energy trading could deliver significant economic 
benefits to Ireland and the UK, as well as being attractive to developers. However, renewable 
energy trading has to be designed to work, and given the economic, policy and regulatory 
complexities involved, and the key decisions yet to be taken by the UK, delivery by 2020 of 
renewable energy trading is not now a realistic proposition. In the context of a European Inter-
nal Energy Market, greater trade in energy between Britain and Ireland is inevitable in the post 
2020 scenario.

17/09/2014WRGGG04450Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRGGG045001634. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment 
from 1 July 2013 to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; 
the number of staff expected to leave in 2014 and the annual expected savings therefrom; the 
number of staff expected to leave in 2015 and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff 
expected to leave in 2016 and the annual savings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [33200/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG04600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The information requested is set out in the following table.

Year No. of staff departures Total annual salaries associ-
ated with departing staff

2013 – July to Dec inc 7 €531,000
2014 16 €1,582,000
2015 1 €27,000
2016 3 €115,000
Figures for 2013 and 2014 are based on departures to date and include expected departures 

to end of 2014.

It is not possible to forecast future departures. The figures specified for 2015 and 2016 are 
based on those that reach compulsory retirement age. 

The amounts provided in the table for 2013 and 2014 are for salaries of those who left the 
Department. This does not represent the savings accruing as many of these staff would have 
been replaced.

17/09/2014WRGGG04650Departmental Staff Recruitment
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17/09/2014WRGGG047001635. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and 
the expected annual costs arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and 
the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and 
the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and 
the estimated annual cost arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33217/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG04800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The tables below set out the number of new staff employed in 2013 and 2014 in my Department 
and the annual cumulative costs arising from these hires:

Number of new staff Annual salary cost 
1/7/13 – 31/12/13 3* €281,173
1/1/14 to date 12** €471,840
*Two of which were to replace existing staff. 

** Four of which were to replace existing staff and a further four of which were taken from 
the redeployment panel

In terms of future hiring, my Department has requested two Clerical Officers from the panel 
to be established from the current Public Appointments Service competition; the annual cu-
mulative salary cost is expected to be in the region of €45,000. While no decision on further 
specific appointments has yet been made, my Department is currently examining proposals to 
fill human resource deficits in critical areas of Departmental responsibility.

17/09/2014WRGGG04850Energy Policy Review

17/09/2014WRGGG049001636. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the Grid Link project; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33366/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG05000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The consultation process on the Green Paper on Energy Policy has given rise to a wide range 
of contributions on energy policy which my Department is currently considering. These will 
form a valuable input to the development of an Energy White Paper which will be published 
next year.

In terms of electricity infrastructure, I should highlight that the Grid25 project is EirGrid’s 
plan to develop and upgrade the electricity transmission network from now until 2025. This ma-
jor initiative will maintain the safe, secure and affordable electricity supply currently available 
throughout Ireland. It involves extensive work throughout the country, including the construc-
tion of 800km of new power lines and upgrading 2,000 km of existing lines. Grid25 will enable 
Ireland to compete for foreign investment and to strengthen our security of electricity supply by 
allowing us to use more of our own natural resources. Using our own resources, such as wind, 
to generate electricity will help Ireland to minimise Green House Gas emissions and will also 
enable us to reach our legally binding 40% Renewable Electricity target by 2020.

17/09/2014WRGGG05050Telecommunications Services Provision
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17/09/2014WRGGG051001637. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if a new subsidy will be introduced to help keep down the cost of broadband 
services for dwellers in rural areas, in place of the current subsidy which expired at the end of 
August.  [33423/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG05200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The provision of telecommunications services, including broadband services, is a matter in the 
first instance for private sector service providers operating in a liberalised market, regulated by 
the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg). Developments in the broadband 
market over recent years means that there is now a choice of commercial operators offering 
broadband services over a diverse range of technology platforms throughout much of rural 
Ireland, including the area previously covered by the National Broadband Scheme. Details of 
commercial services available in each county can be found on a number of websites, including 
the websites of individual operators.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband 
Scheme (NBS). Following an extensive mapping exercise and a competitive tendering process, 
my Department entered into a contract in late 2008 with Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd (“3”) for 
the delivery of the NBS. The Scheme offered a basic and affordable broadband service to fixed 
residences and businesses located within certain designated rural areas where the extent of 
broadband coverage by commercial operators, at the time the Scheme was launched in 2008, 
was deemed to be inadequate. EU State Aid approval was granted for a scheme of limited dura-
tion and, following a 68 month operational period, the Scheme expired on 25th August 2014.

“3” have confirmed that, following the expiry of the Scheme, they will continue to provide 
coverage throughout NBS areas on a commercial basis offering consumers the same choice of 
Broadband plans and tariffs as those offered to consumers outside of the NBS areas. Further-
more, they have also informed my Department of their plans to extend 4G coverage across all 
of the NBS Coverage Areas within the next 3 years.

The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our com-
mitment to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas. Through the implemen-
tation of the Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) we aim to radically change the 
broadband landscape in Ireland, ensuring that high speed broadband is available to all citizens 
and businesses. This is being achieved through measures designed to accelerate commercial 
investment and the development of a State-led intervention for non-commercial areas.

Since publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector have accelerated. Com-
mercial operators have invested, or are committing to invest approximately €2.5 billion in 
upgrading telecommunications networks and services. I understand that at least one network 
operator has published a programme to roll out 33 fibre-based broadband networks in County 
Kerry by mid 2016.

While the accelerated commercial investment is welcome, it is largely focussed on cities 
and larger towns. The intervention strategy envisaged by Government recognises that quality 
broadband is a priority service for a 21st Century society. Central to the strategy therefore will 
be a major infrastructure build, which is likely to be primarily fibre-based. This will be designed 
to ensure that high quality broadband services are available in all parts of Ireland where com-
mercial investment will not be forthcoming.

Under EU State Aid Guidelines Member States cannot intervene where commercial inves-
tors have plans to roll out services. A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my 
Department to identify those areas that require a State intervention. An initial list of areas has 
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already been identified and includes 59 areas in County Kerry.

As part of the mapping process, a stakeholder consultation was launched in June with a 
deadline of this month for receipt of submissions. I expect to publish the maps for public con-
sultation later this year. Details of the areas requiring State intervention will not be confirmed 
until then. A further public consultation on the proposed intervention strategy will be launched 
in mid-2015. 

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the proposed State intervention. My Depart-
ment will be working closely with the European Commission on this important aspect of the 
programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality broadband services are available to all citizens 
regardless of where they are located.

17/09/2014WRGGG05250Hydraulic Fracturing

17/09/2014WRGGG053001638. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding fracking; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33437/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG05400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Joe McHugh): A major research programme directed at examining the poten-
tial environmental impacts of hydraulic fracturing was recently commissioned by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA).  The key questions that this research programme, which is to 
be carried out over a minimum period of two years, needs to answer are:

- Can unconventional gas exploration and extraction projects and operations be carried out 
in the island of Ireland whilst also protecting the environment and human health? and

- What is ‘best environmental practice’ in relation to such projects and operations?

To this end this scientific research programme is based on the consideration of existing 
baseline data with respect to groundwater, air and seismicity and the potential implications and 
mitigations that are required to be considered in order to understand the possible environmental 
impacts of using this technology and whether or not it can be undertaken in an environmentally 
protective manner in accordance with the requirements of environmental law.

I can confirm that no decision will be made on any proposal for the use of hydraulic fractur-
ing in exploration drilling as part of an unconventional gas exploration programme, until there 
has been time to consider the outcome of this EPA research.

In addition I can confirm that any application for an exploration licence that proposed the 
use of hydraulic fracturing as part of an unconventional gas exploration programme would be 
subject to an environmental impact assessment, including a public consultation phase. Any such 
environmental impact assessment would be informed by the findings of the research commis-
sioned by the EPA. 
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17/09/2014WRGGG05450National Broadband Plan Implementation

17/09/2014WRGGG055001639. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to a lack of fibre optic broadband provision in an area 
(details supplied) in County Dublin; if there are any plans to roll out fibre optic broadband to 
the rural regions of County Dublin in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [33700/14]

17/09/2014WRGGG05600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our commit-
ment to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas. The Government’s Na-
tional Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by 
ensuring that high speed broadband is available to all citizens and businesses. This is being 
achieved through measures designed to accelerate commercial investment and the development 
of a State-led intervention for non-commercial areas.

Since publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector have accelerated. Com-
mercial operators have invested, or are committing to invest approximately €2.5 billion in 
upgrading telecommunications networks and services. I understand that at least one network 
operator has published a programme to roll out 79 fibre-based broadband networks in County 
Dublin, including Swords by July 2016. In addition, the announcement of a joint venture be-
tween ESB and Vodafone includes a proposal to provide high speed broadband to Swords.

The intervention strategy envisaged by Government recognises that quality broadband is 
a priority service for a 21st Century society. Central to the strategy therefore will be a major 
infrastructure build, which is likely to be primarily fibre-based. This will be designed to ensure 
that high quality broadband services are available in all parts of Ireland where commercial in-
vestment will not be forthcoming. 

Under EU State Aid Guidelines Member States cannot intervene where commercial inves-
tors have plans to roll out services. A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my 
Department to identify those areas that require a State intervention. An initial list of areas has 
already been identified. It includes 5 areas in County Dublin.

As part of the mapping process, a stakeholder consultation was launched in June with a 
deadline of mid-September for submissions. I expect to publish the maps for public consulta-
tion later this year. Details of the areas requiring State intervention will not be confirmed until 
then. A further public consultation on the proposed intervention strategy will be launched in 
mid-2015.

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the proposed State intervention. My Depart-
ment will be working closely with the European Commission on this important aspect of the 
programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality broadband services are available to all citizens 
regardless of where they are located.

17/09/2014WRHHH00150National Broadband Plan Implementation
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17/09/2014WRHHH002001640. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if areas (details supplied) in County Cork are included in the indicative list of locations 
for fibre build-out as part of the State intervention under the national broadband plan; if his at-
tention has been drawn to the unacceptable levels of service available in these areas; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33847/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our commit-
ment to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas. Through the implementa-
tion of the National Broadband Plan (NBP) we aim to radically change the broadband landscape 
in Ireland, ensuring that high speed broadband is available to all citizens and businesses. This 
is being achieved through measures designed to accelerate commercial investment and the de-
velopment of a State-led intervention for non-commercial areas.

Since publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector have accelerated. Com-
mercial operators have invested, or are committing to invest approximately €2.5 billion in up-
grading telecommunications networks and services. I understand that at least one network op-
erator has published a programme to roll out 103 fibre-based broadband networks in County 
Cork, including Bantry by July 2016. 

The intervention strategy envisaged by Government recognises that quality broadband is 
a priority service for a 21st Century society. Central to the strategy therefore will be a major 
infrastructure build, which is likely to be primarily fibre-based. This will be designed to ensure 
that high quality broadband services are available in all parts of Ireland where commercial in-
vestment will not be forthcoming. 

Under EU State Aid Guidelines Member States cannot intervene where commercial inves-
tors have plans to roll out services. A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my De-
partment to identify those areas that require a State intervention.

As part of the mapping process, a stakeholder consultation was launched in June with a 
deadline of this month for receipt of submissions. I expect to publish the maps for public con-
sultation later this year. Details of the areas requiring State intervention will not be confirmed 
until then. A further public consultation on the proposed intervention strategy will be launched 
in mid-2015. 

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the proposed State intervention. My Depart-
ment will be working closely with the European Commission on this important aspect of the 
programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality, future-proofed broadband services are available 
to all citizens regardless of where they are located.

17/09/2014WRHHH00350Offshore Exploration

17/09/2014WRHHH004001641. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will consider setting up a national oil company as it may speed up the area 
of oil exploration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33851/14]
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17/09/2014WRHHH00500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Joe McHugh): There is potential for Ireland to enjoy both economic and en-
ergy security benefits from its indigenous oil and gas resources. These benefits will only be re-
alised through effective exploration. Ireland has a policy of actively encouraging international 
exploration investment to locate in the Irish offshore, through an active and targeted promotion 
campaign, regular licensing rounds and by supporting petroleum research projects that deepen 
knowledge of the petroleum potential of the Irish offshore.  The recently published report by 
international experts Wood Mackenzie on Ireland’s oil and gas fiscal terms considered, amongst 
other matters, the efficacy of establishing a national oil company. The report identified a variety 
of issues that need careful consideration prior to making a decision regarding the establishment 
of such an entity including clarity as to the role of such an entity, avoidance of potential con-
flicts of interest, and how such an entity might obtain the significant level of financial, technical 
and commercial resources necessary to undertake its functions. The report recommended that 
the current concession system be retained as Ireland is still in the early stages of the exploration 
and development cycle, but that the possibility of establishing a national oil company be care-
fully considered at some point in the future. Having considered the report the Government has 
no immediate plans to establish a national oil company, but instead will continue to focus in the 
short-term on building on the current positive momentum in exploration activity.

17/09/2014WRHHH00550Broadband Service Provision

17/09/2014WRHHH006001642. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the lack of broadband coverage in an area (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; the impact this has on the local community; the steps he will take 
to compel private broadband service providers to improve significantly broadband coverage in 
this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33948/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Since market liberalisation in 1999, the provision of telecommunications services, including 
broadband services are delivered in the first instance through private sector operators who op-
erate in a fully liberalised market, regulated by the independent regulator, the Commission 
for Communications Regulation (ComReg). The market has developed into a well-regulated 
market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a diverse 
range of technology platforms. Details of broadband services available in each County includ-
ing County Kerry can be found on a number of websites, including the websites of individual 
commercial operators. 

The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our com-
mitment to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas. Through the implemen-
tation of the Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) we aim to radically change the 
broadband landscape in Ireland, ensuring that high speed broadband is available to all citizens 
and businesses. This is being achieved through measures designed to accelerate commercial 
investment and the development of a State-led intervention for non-commercial areas.

Since publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector have accelerated. Com-
mercial operators have invested, or are committing to invest approximately €2.5 billion in 
upgrading telecommunications networks and services. I understand that at least one network 
operator has published a programme to roll out 33 fibre-based broadband networks in County 
Kerry, including Ardfert, by July 2016.

While the accelerated commercial investment is welcome, it is largely focussed on cities 
and larger towns. The intervention strategy envisaged by Government recognises that quality 



17 September 2014

929

broadband is a priority service for a 21st Century society. Central to the strategy therefore will 
be a major infrastructure build, which is likely to be primarily fibre-based. This will be designed 
to ensure that high quality broadband services are available in all parts of Ireland where com-
mercial investment will not be forthcoming. 

Under EU State Aid Guidelines Member States cannot intervene where commercial inves-
tors have plans to roll out services. A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my 
Department to identify those areas that require a State intervention. An initial list of areas has 
already been identified. It includes 59 areas in County Kerry.

As part of the mapping process, a stakeholder consultation was launched in June with a 
deadline of this month for receipt of submissions. I expect to publish the maps for public con-
sultation later this year. Details of the areas requiring State intervention will not be confirmed 
until then. A further public consultation on the proposed intervention strategy will be launched 
in mid-2015. 

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the proposed State intervention. My Depart-
ment will be working closely with the European Commission on this important aspect of the 
programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality broadband services are available to all citizens 
regardless of where they are located.

17/09/2014WRHHH00750Departmental Functions

17/09/2014WRHHH008001643. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service, to 
which his Department is a party; if he will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the 
administrative arrangement; the duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recov-
ery value of these administrative arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[33999/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
refer to the paper from the Oireachtas Library Service, which the Deputy forwarded to me, set-
ting out a distinction between an ‘administrative arrangement’ and a ‘contract for services’ and 
I can confirm that there are two such administrative arrangements in the case of my Department. 
Details are as follows:

Name of 
Company

Details Duration of admin-
istrative arrange-
ment

Cost of administrative ar-
rangement

1. Irish Rail The Department is contributing to the 
cost of embankment works being car-
ried out by Irish Rail on the rail line 
as it travels through part of the Avoca 
former mine site. Works are expected 
to extend from September 2014 for a 
3 to 6 month period.

From September 
2014

c. €500,000
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Name of 
Company

Details Duration of admin-
istrative arrange-
ment

Cost of administrative ar-
rangement

2. OPW OPW undertake maintenance and 
repair to historic, legacy mine sites.

ongoing The cost varies but aver-
ages from €15,000 to 
€20,000 per annum. 

17/09/2014WRHHH00950Broadband Service Speeds

17/09/2014WRHHH010001644. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the position regarding the broadband speed in an area (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34027/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Since market liberalisation in 1999, broadband services are delivered in the first instance 
through private sector operators. The provision of telecommunications services, including 
broadband services and issues surrounding speeds, is primarily a matter for the service provid-
ers concerned who operate in a fully liberalised market, regulated by the independent regulator, 
the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg). The market has developed into a 
well-regulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services 
over a diverse range of technology platforms. Details of broadband services available in each 
County can be found on a number of websites, including ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.
ie as well as the websites of individual commercial operators.

The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our com-
mitment to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas. Through the implemen-
tation of the Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) we aim to radically change the 
broadband landscape in Ireland, ensuring that high speed broadband is available to all citizens 
and businesses. This is being achieved through measures designed to accelerate commercial 
investment and the development of a State-led intervention for non-commercial areas.

Since publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector have accelerated. Com-
mercial operators have invested, or are committing to invest approximately €2.5 billion in 
upgrading telecommunications networks and services. I understand that at least one network 
operator has published a programme to roll out 33 fibre-based broadband networks in County 
Kerry, including Farranfore and Killarney, by mid-2016. 

While the accelerated commercial investment is welcome, it is largely focussed on cities 
and larger towns. The intervention strategy envisaged by Government recognises that quality 
broadband is a priority service for a 21st Century society. Central to the strategy therefore will 
be a major infrastructure build, which is likely to be primarily fibre-based. This will be designed 
to ensure that high quality broadband services are available in all parts of Ireland where com-
mercial investment will not be forthcoming. 

Under EU State Aid Guidelines Member States cannot intervene where commercial inves-
tors have plans to roll out services. A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my 
Department to identify those areas that require a State intervention. An initial list of areas has 
already been identified. It includes 59 areas in County Kerry.

As part of the mapping process, a stakeholder consultation was launched in June with a 
deadline of this month for receipt of submissions. I expect to publish the maps for public con-
sultation later this year. Details of the areas requiring State intervention will not be confirmed 
until then. A further public consultation on the proposed intervention strategy will be launched 
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in mid-2015. 

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the proposed State intervention. My depart-
ment will be working closely with the European Commission on this important aspect of the 
programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality broadband services are available to all citizens 
regardless of where they are located.

17/09/2014WRHHH01150Bioenergy Strategy Publication

17/09/2014WRHHH012001645. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his plans to introduce a renewable heat incentive; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34208/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
I will shortly be publishing the Bioenergy Plan in draft form pending the completion of a Stra-
tegic Environmental Assessment and an Appropriate Assessment. The draft Plan sets out the 
broader context for the development of Ireland’s bioenergy sector and the current status with 
regard to the range of policy areas that must be coordinated in order to create the conditions to 
underpin the development of the sector. The Plan recognises that improved coordination will 
allow the sector to contribute to a number of policy objectives ranging from the achievement of 
renewable energy targets, complementing waste management policies, supporting sustainable 
agriculture and forestry and stimulating economic activity. The Plan also identifies the neces-
sary next steps to be taken by various government departments, agencies and State bodies to 
support the sustainable development of the sector. 

In terms of bioenergy’s role in meeting Ireland’s renewable energy targets, the draft Plan 
recommends the continuation of the two most significant bioenergy policies currently in place 
which are the REFIT schemes and the Biofuels Obligation Scheme.

Furthermore, the analysis underpinning the Plan is that an additional bioenergy-focussed 
measure in the heat sector represents the most cost effective means of meeting a number of dif-
ferent policy goals. Therefore, the Plan also recommends the introduction of a Renewable Heat 
Incentive (RHI) for larger heat users, who currently use oil, to change to heating solutions that 
produce heat from renewable sources.

The RHI scheme, once designed, will require State Aid approval from the European Com-
mission and further Government approval. It is proposed to have the scheme in place in 2016.

17/09/2014WRHHH01350Energy Resources

17/09/2014WRHHH014001646. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his plans to introduce a household tariff for solar PV; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34209/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
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The overarching objective of the Government’s energy policy is to ensure secure and sustain-
able supplies of competitively priced energy to all consumers. Ireland is committed to meeting 
40% of electricity demand, 12% of heating and 10% of transport power from renewable sources 
by 2020. At the end of 2012, 19.6% of Ireland’s electricity requirements came from renewable 
sources with 5.2% of our heat requirement and 2.4% of energy in transport coming from renew-
ables. This equated to 7.1% of overall energy coming from renewables. 

Wind energy has proved to be the most commercial technology in the Irish market and pro-
visional figures for 2013 indicate that 16.4% of energy demand in the electricity sector was met 
from wind. This trend is expected to continue to 2020.

Beyond 2020, discussions are ongoing at EU level regarding 2030 targets in order to con-
tinue the path towards decarbonisation in a cost effective and equitable manner, that takes full 
account of the specific circumstances of individual Member States. 

In parallel, my Department is currently considering the responses to the consultation on the 
Green Paper on Energy. The Green Paper, inter alia, sought feedback on the role that alternative 
technologies, such as solar, could play in delivering our renewable energy ambitions. The paper 
also sought views on the role of microgeneration to empower citizens through decarbonisation 
of the home, the cost effectiveness of its deployment, supports it would require, and who should 
bear the costs of any support. The views will be taken into consideration in preparation of the 
White Paper on Energy which will be finalised in 2015.

It is important to note that Electric Ireland has been offering a tariff for domestic microgen-
eration since February 2009. No other electricity supply company has to date chosen to offer a 
domestic microgeneration tariff, although the Commission for Energy Regulation invited them 
to do so. In addition, no company has opted to offer a tariff for microgeneration to the com-
mercial and industrial sectors.

17/09/2014WRHHH01550Energy Resources

17/09/2014WRHHH016001647. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on the increase in recent years of the use of coal as a power generation 
fuel and its contribution to the overall carbon content of the electricity generation fuels; his 
further views on whether as consumers here are paying subsidies through REFIT to decarbonise 
the power sector the buying of cheap high impact imported coal would appear to be inconsistent 
and contradictory to the decarbonisation strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34210/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The overarching objective of the Government’s energy policy is to ensure secure and sustain-
able supplies of competitively priced energy to all consumers. Coal has played a larger part in 
our energy mix in recent years, with the predominant increase coming in power generation, 
primarily due to its competitiveness. Coal’s enhanced competitiveness as an energy source is 
caused by its low price due to increased supplies, particularly from the USA. 

Security of energy supply is crucial to every society and economy. A well balanced fuel mix 
that provides reliable energy, minimises costs, and protects against supply disruptions and price 
volatility, is essential to Irish consumers and businesses. Our heavy reliance on imported fossil 
fuels to meet our energy needs is predicted to continue for some time to come, as outlined in the 
SEAI publication “Energy Forecasts for Ireland to 2020”. 

However, progress is being made towards increasing the share of renewable energy in our 
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generation portfolio. The 2009 EU Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a legally bind-
ing target of meeting 16% of our energy requirements from renewable sources by 2020, to be 
achieved through 40% renewables in electricity, 12% in heat and 10% in transport. In order 
to support the development of renewable electricity generation, policy interventions, such as 
REFIT, are designed to incentivise the market to deliver the necessary renewable generation 
capacity.

In its Annual Renewable report 2013, EirGrid estimated that meeting the 40% renewable 
electricity targets in Ireland would reduce the CO2 intensity of emissions in the power sector 
from 489g/kWh in 2011 to approximately 300g/kWh in 2020, representing an improvement of 
38%.

Choices regarding technology for energy generation are commercial matters for the opera-
tors and I have no role or function in this regard. However, I am currently in the process of 
developing a new Energy Policy White Paper which will set out Ireland’s energy policy for the 
coming years. To facilitate the development of the new White Paper, a Green Paper was pub-
lished in May 2014 commencing a public consultation period that concluded on 31 July 2014 
and one of the issues raised in the Green Paper relates to the future of the coal plant at Money-
point. Over 1,200 submissions were received on the Green Paper as part of that process and my 
officials are currently reviewing all of the submissions received.

17/09/2014WRHHH01750National Broadband Plan Implementation

17/09/2014WRHHH018001648. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if the mapping exercise under the national broadband plan has been completed; 
when it is expected that a full list of all locations requiring State-led assistance will be avail-
able; the progress of the stakeholder consultation on the implementation of the State interven-
tion; the number of submissions received to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34221/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Government’s Statement of Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 reaffirms our commit-
ment to delivering a State-led broadband intervention in rural areas.  Through the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) the Government aims to ensure that high speed broadband is available 
to all citizens and businesses in Ireland. This is being achieved through measures designed to 
accelerate commercial investment and the development of a State-led intervention for non-
commercial areas.

Under EU State Aid Guidelines Member States cannot intervene where commercial inves-
tors have plans to roll out services. A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my 
Department to identify those areas that require a State intervention. As part of the mapping 
process, an initial stakeholder consultation on certain technical aspects of the proposed Plan 
was launched in June with a deadline of 15th September. 31 submissions were received as part 
of this process and non-commercially sensitive versions of these responses will be published 
over the coming weeks. 

I expect to publish the maps for public consultation later this year. These will include details 
of the areas requiring State intervention. A further public consultation on the proposed compre-
hensive intervention strategy will be launched in mid-2015. 

EU State Aid clearance will be required for the proposed State intervention. My Depart-
ment will be working closely with the European Commission on this important aspect of the 
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programme.

Finally, a detailed procurement process will have to be undertaken in order to select a po-
tential preferred bidder(s) prior to commencing the roll out of high speed broadband services.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government and for my Depart-
ment. It aims to conclusively address current connectivity challenges in a sustainable and mean-
ingful way. Our goal is to ensure that quality broadband services are available to all citizens 
regardless of where they are located.

17/09/2014WRHHH01950Telecommunications Services Provision

17/09/2014WRHHH020001649. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if measures will be put in place to safeguard against negative consequences, such as 
a commercial operator altering its plans, arising from EU state aid rules concerning broadband 
services which prevent the State from intervening in an area in which a commercial operator 
has expressed an interest in the previous three years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34222/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The State will only intervene in the telecommunications market in cases of clear market failure. 
Any State intervention requires the prior approval of the European Commission (DG Compe-
tition) to ensure that such investment does not distort competition and displace commercial 
investment.

In the case of the proposed intervention under the National Broadband Plan, the clear in-
tention of Government is to intervene to ensure the provision of Next Generation Broadband 
services to those areas of the country where it can be objectively demonstrated that there is an 
absence of current and/or planned commercial investment to deploy such services. 

The State is precluded, therefore, from intervening in an area with either current or a verified 
planned roll-out of next generation services.

I expect to be in a position to publish details of a comprehensive mapping exercise later 
this year which will allow both industry and citizens to see precisely where the proposed State 
intervention is likely to be and to raise any queries or issues with my Department before the 
intervention is finalised.

17/09/2014WRHHH02150Television Licence Fee Payments

17/09/2014WRHHH022001650. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 298 and 299 of 9 July 2014, the 
commission payable by Raidió Teilifís Éireann to his Department for the collection of the li-
cence fee in each of the years 2011-2013; the basis on which the commission is calculated; if 
there were changes to the calculation basis in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [34270/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The TV licence fee is distributed in accordance with Section 123 of the Broadcasting Act 2009, 
to both RTÉ and TG4 in order to facilitate the pursuit of their public service objectives which 
are also set out in the 2009 Act. An Post pays the Department all TV licence revenues collected 
from sales and the Department of Social Protection currently pays a sum of €52m in respect of 
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free TV licences issued. 

From these gross receipts, the Department deducts commission payable to An Post for their 
agency role which in the past number of years has averaged €11.5m and TG4 currently receives 
€9.25m. The final liability to An Post in respect of 2013 is currently being determined. The an-
nual liability and calculation basis is subject to contract between the Department and An Post.

In addition, 7% of the revenue goes towards the Broadcasting Funding Scheme, which is 
operated by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland and provides funding in support of high qual-
ity programmes on Irish culture, heritage and experience, and programmes to improve adult 
literacy. Revenue from this fund can be applied for by independent producers and broadcasters 
for specific projects of a public service nature. 

The remaining revenues are paid to RTÉ. There is no commission payable on this amount.

17/09/2014WRHHH02350Broadcasting Service Provision

17/09/2014WRHHH024001651. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the strategy for providing broadcast coverage of less known sporting organi-
sations and events; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34454/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH025001652. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the strategy for providing broadcast for disability sports and events; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34455/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1651 and 1652 together.  

The objects of the national public service broadcasters, RTÉ and TG4, are set out in the 
Broadcasting Act 2009. In pursuit of those objects, RTÉ and TG4 are statutorily charged with 
the provision of a comprehensive range of programmes in the Irish and English languages, 
including programmes that provide coverage of sporting, religious and cultural activities and 
which cater for the expectations of the community generally as well as those with special or 
minority interests. RTÉ and TG4 are required to publish a Public Service Statement, and a 
Statement of Annual Performance Commitments giving further particulars of how they propose 
to fulfil their objects. Determining the composition of their range of programmes is a matter for 
the two Broadcasters, with due regard to likely viewership and audience share.

At a European level, the Audiovisual Media Services Directive provides that Member States 
may designate sporting and cultural events of major importance to society as free-to-air. At a 
national level, the Broadcasting Act 2009 sets out the statutory process for designating events 
as free-to-air in this jurisdiction. 

Under the 2009 Act, I as Minister, am obliged to review the list of designated events every 
three years. The purpose of the review is to consider the appropriateness of the current list of 
designated events and to examine the potential requirements to add any additional events of 
major importance to society. 

Following a period of Public Consultation, the current list of designated events is currently 
under review.

17/09/2014WRHHH02650Renewable Energy Incentives
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17/09/2014WRHHH027001653. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the details of any studies his Department has undertaken to investigate the ben-
efits of converting Moneypoint power station to biomass; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34601/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH028001654. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the details of any studies his Department has undertaken to investigate the ben-
efits of converting Moneypoint power station to co-fire on biomass; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34602/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH029001656. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he has examined the possibility of adjusting the proportion of renewable energy 
that is derived from wind energy when taking into consideration the evolvement of the techno-
logical and commercial environment in recent years and the need to be cost as well as carbon 
conscious; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34604/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH03000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1653, 1654 and 1656 together.

The overarching objective of the Government’s energy policy is to ensure secure and sus-
tainable supplies of competitively priced energy to all consumers. Ireland is currently heavily 
reliant on imported fossil fuels to meet our energy needs. While it is acknowledged that fossil 
fuels will remain part of the energy mix for some time to come, progress is being made towards 
increasing the share of renewable energy in our generation portfolio. The 2009 EU Renewable 
Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of meeting 16% of our energy requirements 
from renewable sources by 2020, to be achieved through 40% renewables in electricity, 12% in 
heat and 10% in transport. 

In order to support the development of renewable electricity generation, policy interventions 
are designed to incentivise the market to deliver the necessary renewable generation capacity. 
To date wind energy has been the most cost effective renewable technology in the Irish electric-
ity market, contributing most towards the achievement of the 2020 target. Provisional figures 
for 2013 indicate that 16.4% of electricity demand was met by wind generation. Nevertheless, 
diversification of the renewable generation portfolio in the longer term will be important for 
creating a sustainable, carbon free, electricity system. 

Currently the REFIT schemes are the primary means through which electricity from renew-
able sources is supported in Ireland. These schemes support electricity generated from a range 
of renewable sources including hydro, biomass combustion, biomass combined heat and power, 
landfill gas and onshore wind and are paid for by electricity customers through the Public Ser-
vice Obligation. In this regard, the forthcoming Draft Bioenergy Plan recommends the continu-
ation of the REFIT supports for electricity generated from biomass.

The choice of technology is, however, ultimately a commercial decision for individual proj-
ect developers and the fuel used in the power plant at Moneypoint is a matter for the operator 
and I have no role or function in this regard. No studies have been undertaken by my Depart-
ment on the potential or otherwise of converting the plant to use biomass.

However, I am currently in the process of developing a new Energy Policy White Paper 
which will set out Ireland’s energy policy for the next number of years. To facilitate the de-
velopment of the new White Paper, a Green Paper was published in May 2014 commencing 
a public consultation period that concluded on 31 July and one of the questions raised in the 
Green Paper related to the future of Moneypoint. Some 1,200 submissions were received on the 
Green Paper as part of that process and my Department is currently reviewing the submissions 
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received.

Furthermore, analysis of options for increased use of renewable energy as we approach 
2020 and beyond is ongoing, with a view to ensuring that our ambition is both sustainable, 
and economically and technically feasible. For example, analysis is being undertaken by my 
Department, the SEAI, EirGrid and the CER to further assess the costs and benefits associated 
with achieving 40% renewable electricity generation in 2020, compared to a scenario where 
renewable electricity remains at 2013 levels. 

There is also potential to increase the diversity of our renewable electricity generation port-
folio in the period beyond 2020. To that end, the Offshore Renewable Energy Development 
Plan (OREDP), published earlier this year, identifies the sustainable economic opportunity for 
Ireland in the period to 2030 of realising the potential of our indigenous offshore wind, wave 
and tidal energy resources. The Strategic Environmental Assessment carried out for the OREDP 
found that at least 4,500 MW of offshore wind and 1,500 MW of wave and tidal generation 
could be sustainably developed in Irish waters.

17/09/2014WRHHH03050Energy Policy Review

17/09/2014WRHHH031001655. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he has examined the contents of the BW Energy response to the Irish Govern-
ment’s consultation on the May 2014 Green Paper on Irish energy policy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [34603/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
A consultation process on a Green Paper on Energy Policy in Ireland was launched in May 
this year, inviting written views, observations and suggestions on the shape of Ireland’s future 
energy policy. Over 1,200 submissions were received by the closing date in July, including a 
submission on behalf of BW Energy.  Each of the submissions will be considered as part of the 
process of developing a White Paper on Energy Policy which will be published next year.

Question No. 1656 answered with Question No. 1653.

17/09/2014WRHHH03350Offshore Exploration

17/09/2014WRHHH034001657. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if the research into the potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing has commenced; 
when the research is scheduled to conclude; if there will be any interim findings and whether 
his Department has received any applications for exploration drilling.  [34701/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH03500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to assist Government bodies in making informed 
decisions about future licensing and management of Unconventional Gas Exploration and Ex-
traction (UGEE) projects/operations on the island of Ireland, comprehensive knowledge of po-
tential impacts of this process on the environment and human health is required.  In August of 
this year, the EPA on behalf of the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment, the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources and the Northern 
Ireland Environment Agency, appointed CDL Smith consultants to undertake this programme 
of scientific research. Before issue, the draft terms of reference were subject to a public consul-
tation process which received over one thousand submissions, and procurement was undertaken 
in accordance with EU procurement rules.  The aim of the Research Programme, which is to be 
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carried out over a minimum period of two years, is to further our understanding of the potential 
impacts on the environment and human health from UGEE projects/operations. The key ques-
tions required to be answered are as follows:

- Can unconventional gas exploration and extraction projects and operations be carried out 
in the island of Ireland whilst also protecting the environment and human health? and

- What is ‘best environmental practice’ in relation to such projects and operations?

In considering these question the following key issues will be addressed:

- Baseline Characterisation with regard to groundwater, air and seismicity;

- UGEE projects/operations, Impacts and mitigation measures; and

- Regulatory Framework for Environmental protection.

It is not anticipated that any interim findings will be made available before the final report 
is published.

With regard to licensing applications, three onshore licensing options were granted for the 
two year period from 1 March, 2011 to 28 February, 2013, over parts of the North West Carbon-
iferous (Lough Allen) Basin and parts of County Clare to:

i. Tamboran Resources PTY Ltd over 986 km2 in the Northwest Carboniferous Basin;

ii. Lough Allen Natural Gas Company Ltd over 467 km2 in the Northwest Carboniferous 
Basin; and

iii. Enegi Oil Plc over 495 km2 in the Clare Basin.

These ‘options’ were valid for a period of up to a maximum of 24 months and gave the 
holder the first right, exercisable at any time during the period of the Option, to an Exploration 
Licence over all or part of the area covered by the Option. The licensing options awarded were 
preliminary authorisations and were designed to allow the companies assess the shale gas po-
tential of the acreage largely based on desktop studies of existing data. 

Exploration drilling, including drilling that would involve hydraulic fracturing was not al-
lowed under these Licensing Options. Two of the three companies, which had been granted 
onshore licensing options in February 2011, have submitted applications for a follow-on explo-
ration licence, however consideration of these applications will not be finalised until after the 
EPA research has been concluded and there has been time to consider its findings.

I can confirm that no other applications have been received.

17/09/2014WRHHH03550Electricity Transmission Network

17/09/2014WRHHH036001658. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will give detailed and urgent consideration to a request regarding the proposed 
North-South interconnector (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[34817/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH03700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Following a Government decision, the Independent Expert Panel was asked to oversee the 
integrity of a process to be undertaken by EirGrid to report on the Grid West and Grid Link 
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projects. While the North South Transmission Line project (North-South) is not covered by the 
Government’s decision, the Panel also agreed to provide an opinion on the compatibility of the 
methodologies to be employed on the Grid West and Grid Link projects with what has already 
been done on the North-South project.

Having considered a substantial amount of written material and discussed various issues, 
both within the Panel and with EirGrid personnel, the Panel is unanimously of the opinion that, 
in all material respects, what has already been done on the North-South project is compatible 
with the methodologies now being employed on the Grid West and Grid Link projects. 

The Panel also noted that the North-South project is part of an on-going process which, the 
Panel expects, will be subjected to a rigorous assessment as part of the planning processes in 
both jurisdictions. It is also the case that such planning processes allow potential objectors to 
the North-South project to register their objections and to have them considered by the planning 
authorities.

17/09/2014WRHHH03750Ministerial Appointments

17/09/2014WRHHH038001659. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the total number of new appointments made in his Department and those 
bodies under his remit since March 2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to 
which they were appointed during the period. [35117/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH03900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table:

Year Grade
2011 (from 1/3/11) Special Advisor to Minister (2)Personal 

Assistant to MinisterPersonal Secretary 
To MinisterCivilian Driver to Minister (2)
Personal Assistant to Minister of StatePer-
sonal Secretary to Minister of StateCivil-
ian Driver to Minister of State (2)Clerical 
Officer (5)

2012 Principal SolicitorStaff EngineerSenior 
EconomistAdministrative OfficerClerical 
Officer 

2013 Secretary GeneralAssistant Principal Senior 
GeologistLegal Advisor

2014 to date Driller Administrative Officer (3)Clerical 
Officer (4)Special Advisor to MinisterPer-
sonal Assistant to MinisterPersonal Secre-
tary to MinisterCivilian Driver to Minister

Almost all of these appointments constituted the filling of pre-existing vacancies in the 
Department.

17/09/2014WRHHH03950Public Sector Staff Increment Payments

17/09/2014WRHHH040001660. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of public sector employees under his remit who are subject to a freeze 
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on their increment payment in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35131/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH04100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the Non Commercial Semi-State Bodies 
and Regulators under the aegis of my Department and is set out in the table below. The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy in respect of Civil Servants in my Department will be provided by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Name of Body Number of Public Sector employees who are subject to a 
freeze on their increment payment in 2014

Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 3 
Commission for Energy Regulation 34
Commission for Communications Regulation 109

Digital Hub Development Agency 10
Inland Fisheries Ireland 27 
National Oil Reserves Agency Nil
Ordnance Survey Ireland 21 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ire-
land

6

17/09/2014WRHHH04150Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRHHH042001661. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the number of civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in his 
Department on career break at the time of the Haddington Road agreement who lost their right 
to return to their positions; of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment op-
portunities; the number who availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who 
terminated their employment; the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary 
positions after being on redeployment lists of over one year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [35142/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH04300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the Non Commercial Semi-State Bodies 
and Regulators under the aegis of my Department and is set out in the table below. The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy in respect of Civil Servants in my Department will be provided by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Question: BAI CER ComReg DHDA IFI NORA OSI SEAI
1. How many Public Servants and 
semi state employees on career 
breaks at the time of Haddington 
Road lost their right to return to 
their old positions?

0 0 n/a* 0 0 0 9 0

2. How many of these have since 
been offered redeployment oppor-
tunities?

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1 n/a

3. How many availed of suit-
able redeployment opportuni-
ties?

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1** n/a

4. How many terminated their 
employment?

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 0 n/a
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Question: BAI CER ComReg DHDA IFI NORA OSI SEAI
5. How many have been ac-
commodated with supernu-
merary positions after being 
on redeployment lists of over 
1 year?

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 0 n/a

*The Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) had no employee on a career 
break at the time of Haddington Road implementation.

** The remaining 8 are still on career break with the option of extending this leave for a 
further period.

17/09/2014WRHHH04350Proposed Legislation

17/09/2014WRHHH044001662. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to introduce regulations that will permit local authorities to enact by-laws pertaining to 
the trailing of leads over public roads, footpaths and car parks (details supplied).  [33170/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have no plans 
to provide for legislation that will permit local authorities to enact bye laws pertaining to the 
trailing of leads over public roads, footpaths and car parks to deal with the circumstances as 
described by the Deputy in relation to the charging of electric vehicles.

17/09/2014WRHHH04550Road Safety

17/09/2014WRHHH046001663. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
there is a height that hedges and trees must be cut to when they are being cut on regional and 
local roads; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33981/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH047001664. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
body with responsibility for the cutting of hedges and trees on regional and local roads; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33983/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1663 and 1664 together.  

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is a statutory function of 
each road authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. 

Section 70 of the Roads Act 1993 sets out the responsibility of landowners to take all rea-
sonable steps to ensure that trees, hedges and other vegetation growing on their land are not, or 
could not become, a danger to people using a public road and or interfere with the safe use of 
a public road or the maintenance of a public road. The legislation does not specify a particular 
height for such trees, hedges or vegetation.  

This section also allows the relevant road authority to step in where a landowner fails or is 
unable to take action to remedy a hazard.

17/09/2014WRHHH04850Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme
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17/09/2014WRHHH049001665. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding the proposed reduction by the trustees of the Irish airlines superannuation scheme of 
the defined benefit payments to pensioners beginning on 1 January 2015; his views that the em-
ployers should make a payment to IASS to ensure such a reduction in payments does not take 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34059/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH050001686. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding pension schemes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33405/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH051001705. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding a pension scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33978/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1665, 1686 and 1705 together.   

Resolution of the funding difficulties of the IASS is primarily a matter for the Trustee, the 
companies participating in the scheme, the scheme’s members and the Pensions Authority. The 
process currently underway involves all these stakeholders.

Pension schemes are closely regulated under Irish and European pension law and the Pen-
sions Authority is the national statutory regulatory authority in Ireland. There are prescribed 
procedures and limitations in place governing any reductions in pension rights introduced to 
address funding difficulties in a scheme such as the IASS. Policy in this regard is primarily a 
matter for my colleague the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection.

It has been clear for a long time that any solution to the complex problems of the IASS re-
quires significant contributions from both employers and members of the scheme. Earlier this 
year an Expert Panel was established by my Department, along with the Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation, IBEC and ICTU. The Expert Panel built on the 2013 Labour Court 
recommendations and the summary of a draft funding proposal put forward by the Trustee in 
February this year. The Expert Panel was tasked with finding the fairest way to distribute the 
burden, while addressing a range of other impediments. 

This week the principal employers have written to the members of the scheme informing 
them that an agreement has been reached with the Trustee on comprehensive pension changes, 
based on the Expert Panel’s recommendations. The letter outlines the various stages of the 
process going forward.  Later this month the Trustee will formally put forward its funding pro-
posal, for consideration as part of a statutory consultation process, which all members are open 
to participate in. Each member will also receive a personalised illustration of future pension 
benefits. The target date for implementation of the proposals remains 31 December 2014. 

Huge efforts have been put in by all concerned over many years in an attempt to resolve 
the scheme’s funding problems. Over the coming weeks a set of clear proposals will be put 
forward, which offer the best chance to resolve the long-standing problems of the scheme and 
give the members certainty about their future pension entitlements, and I would urge all parties 
to accept them.

17/09/2014WRHHH05250Public Transport Initiatives

17/09/2014WRHHH053001666. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding public transport for persons with disabili-
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ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34863/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment’s Sectoral Plan under the Disability Act 2005 Transport Access for All sets out a series of 
policy objectives and targets for accessible public transport across all modes. This includes mak-
ing all suburban and Inter-city passenger trains, as well as urban & Intercity public transport 
buses/coaches accessible for people with mobility, sensory and cognitive impairments. This is 
being done as extensively as possible having regard to the availability of resources. Targets in 
Transport Access for All are also reflected in the National Disability Strategy Implementation 
Plan.

There is ongoing consultation between the representatives of various disability organisa-
tions and my Department’s Accessibility Consultative Committee and many of the issues raised 
by the correspondent have been raised and are being constantly reviewed.

Accessibility is built into all new public transport infrastructure projects and vehicles from 
the design stage and this has enabled the Luas to be fully accessible. In relation to  existing pub-
lic transport infrastructure and facilities my Department is funding an ongoing programme of 
accessibility improvement grants to upgrade existing public transport infrastructure and facili-
ties. This programme is being managed by the National Transport Authority (NTA) on behalf 
of my Department. 

Significant progress has been made in recent years but it is accepted that more work re-
mains to be done. All Iarnród Éireann’s operational rolling stock is internally accessible with 
the use of a portable wheelchair ramp at all stations. I understand that Iarnród Éireann will 
ensure that a member of staff is available to help a wheelchair user once they receive 24 hours 
notice of the times of both the inward and outward journeys. Over 55% of existing stations have 
also received significant accessibility upgrades. At the request of the NTA, Iarnród Éireann 
is preparing a report  on rail station accessibility and this will focus on low-cost solutions to 
achieve wheelchair access to station platforms on a priority basis. 

The Dublin Bus fleet and Bus Éireann urban fleets in Cork, Galway, Limerick, Waterford 
and Sligo are 100% wheelchair accessible. With regard to Dublin Bus, I understand their new-
er buses have one  wheelchair space plus one buggy space and these spaces are also more 
clearly marked. There is a refurbishment programme of 255 access ramps on buses underway, 
the majority of which are now complete. The use of on-board announcements on Dublin Bus 
is being introduced which will be particularly beneficial to the visually impaired. Dublin Bus 
also receives funding for a Travel Assistant Scheme to help those members of public who need 
help to access public transport and I understand this scheme continues to be well received.

While 56% of Bus Éireann’s coach fleet is wheelchair accessible, an accessible service is 
only available on a limited number of routes. This is currently being addressed as part of the ac-
cessibility grants programme A number of accessible bus stops have been approved for upgrade 
in 2014 and this work is being progressed. The NTA has also undertaken a national audit of 
bus stops and bus stations which is close to completion which will facilitate the development a 
priority plan for further accessibility improvements.

With regard to accessible taxis, the NTA has recently launched a new €1m grant scheme to 
support the wider availability of Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles (WAVs) in Ireland’s taxi fleet. 
Interest in the scheme has been good to date.

The potential for technology developments to help people with disabilities access trans-
port services is also kept under review.  Examples of this include the Real Time Ireland App 
which is ‘text to speech enabled’ to help the visually impaired. The Real Time signs also indi-
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cate the arrival of low-floor buses for wheelchair users. The NTA is also enhancing the National 
Journey Planner to allow a request for a step-free journey which will assist those with a mobil-
ity impairment to plan their public transport journeys. 

I am committed to the ongoing improvement of access to public transport for persons with 
disabilities and will continue to provide capital funds for this purpose as part of the relevant 
capital plans.

17/09/2014WRHHH05450Parking Regulations

17/09/2014WRHHH055001667. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 670 of 24 June 2014, his plans to introduce regulations permitting 
local authorities to introduce by-laws that would designate electric vehicle charging points on 
public roads as electric vehicle parking only, as well as permitting local authorities to assign 
dedicated public parking spaces as car club-only spaces; and the reasons for delay in same.  
[32916/14]

17/09/2014WRHHH05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy 
may be aware, my Department and the office of the Attorney General liaised extensively in re-
cent months to finalise regulations in this area. As a result, Leo Varadkar T.D., my predecessor 
as Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport signed Statutory Instruments 325 and 330 of 2014 
on July 8th last.     

Statutory Instrument 325 of 2014 provides for parking arrangements for electronically 
charged vehicles and car clubs while Statutory Instrument 330 of 2014 relates to the required 
signage for these issues.

17/09/2014WRJJJ00200Age Identity Cards

17/09/2014WRJJJ003001668. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport regard-
ing personalised leap cards and student travel cards, if he will consider amending the cards so 
that they display a person’s date of birth and can thereby be used as a form of age identification; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32925/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  Responsibility to develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the Leap 
Card system is a function of the National Transport Authority (NTA).

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2014WRJJJ00500Road Projects

17/09/2014WRJJJ006001669. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
ensure funding is allocated for the following projects for which the National Roads Authority 
recently received submissions: minor realignment schemes at N55 Ardagullion, N55 Ballyma-
hon to Kilcurry, N63 Barnacor to Cloonfore, and N55 Ballymahon to Tang national roads proj-
ects, and the N4 Mullingar to Roosky scheme. [33006/14]
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17/09/2014WRJJJ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The planning, 
design and implementation of individual national road projects (such as those referred to by the 
Deputy) is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2014WRJJJ00800Penalty Points System

17/09/2014WRJJJ009001670. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 238 of 19 February 2014 if he will provide an updated 
figure on the number of drivers who have obtained the maximum 12 penalty points to date in 
2014; the number of drivers who have obtained the maximum number of penalty points to date 
in 2014 but whose disqualification from driving is pending; and the number of disqualified driv-
ers who received the maximum number of penalty points to date in 2014 who were provisional 
licence holders or learner drivers. [33018/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): From January 
1st to August 31st 2014, a total of 190 drivers obtained 12 penalty points and were subsequently 
disqualified from driving for a period of six months under Section 3 of the Road Traffic Act, 
2002.

A total of 28 drivers were the holders of learner permits and disqualification is still pending 
in respect of 32 drivers.

17/09/2014WRJJJ01100Penalty Points System

17/09/2014WRJJJ012001671. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 238 of 19 February 2014, in relation to the breakdown 
of the numbers of drivers who received the maximum number of 12 penalty points and were 
disqualified from driving, the number of these drivers who failed to produce their licence to the 
National Driver Licence Service upon disqualification. [33019/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In addition to 
the issue of the notice of disqualification in accordance with Section 5 of the Road Traffic Act 
2002, my Department, through administrative process, also informs an Garda Síochána and 
the relevant licensing authority (the local motor tax office to 29 October 2013 and thereafter 
the National Driving Licence Service) of the disqualification. The following tabular statement 
provides the breakdown of the number of drivers who have been disqualified and the number 
of drivers where no details were recorded on the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) in 
relation to surrender of the driving licence. It will be noted with regard to motor tax offices that 
in some instances licences would have been surrendered with the relevant NVDF record not 
updated and consequently the non-surrender figures may be overstated. 
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Year No. Disqualified Driver (Penalty 
Points)

No. of drivers who did not sur-
render the driving licence upon 
disqualification

2004 17 7
2005 30 21

2006 100 29
2007 184 97
2008 315 172
2009 344 205
2010 307 180
2011 255 143
2012 263 168
2013 242 201
2014 190 49

17/09/2014WRJJJ01400Driver Licences

17/09/2014WRJJJ015001672. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 238 of 19 February 2014, if he will report on the sanc-
tions that are in place in instances where a driver does not produce their licence to the National 
Driver Licence Service upon disqualification. [33020/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ016001673. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the number of drivers who sent their driving licences to the National Driver Licence Service 
since January 2013 to date in 2014 upon receiving fines notices following disqualification or-
ders having been made by the district courts; if records are maintained of the number of driv-
ers who failed to produce their licences to the NDLS upon disqualification from driving since 
January 2013 to date in 2014; and the penalties in place for drivers who fail to produce their 
driving licences to the NDLS following disqualification orders having been made by the courts. 
[33021/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ017001693. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his views on the Road Safety Authority’s engagement with the Courts Service in respect of 
road traffic offences with a view to introducing a process in order that the Courts Service can 
provide An Garda Síochána with details of accused persons appearing in court, who following 
conviction for road traffic offences have failed to produce their driving licences or learner per-
mits in court so that a conviction for failure to produce a driving licence or learner permit can 
be obtained. [33646/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1672, 1673 and 1693 together.

Under section 22 of the Road Traffic Act 2002, as amended, a person who appears in court 
in relation to an alleged offence under the Road Traffic Acts is required to produce their driving 
licence or learner permit and a copy of that licence or learner permit, in court.  Failure to do so 
is an offence.  The penalty is the general penalty under section 102 of the Road Traffic Act 1961, 
i.e. a fine of up to €1,000 for a first offence, a fine of up to €2,000 for a second or subsequent 
offence, and a fine of up to €2,000 and/or three months imprisonment for a third or subsequent 
offence within a period of one year.  Where a case results in the individual being required to sur-
render their licence, the licence can therefore be retained by the court at the end of the process. 
The implementation of the provisions is a matter for the Courts Service and my colleague the 
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Minister for Justice and Equality. 

In addition, under section 40 of the 1961 Act, a Garda may demand production of a driving 
licence and, under 60 of the Road Traffic Act 2010, may seize such licence where the member 
has reasonable grounds for believing that the individual has been disqualified.  

In regard to the figures of licences surrendered, and of cases where people disqualified did 
not surrender licences, these are matters for the Road Safety Authority, as are any discussions 
which the RSA may have had with the Courts Service regarding procedures.  I have therefore 
forwarded these aspects of the questions to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

17/09/2014WRJJJ01900Aviation Issues

17/09/2014WRJJJ020001674. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
in relation to proposals whereby airlines from outside the USA and EU will be allowed pick up 
passengers here and the implications this will have for the airline industry in the EU; and the 
arrangements that will be in place to protect these airlines from competition that operates in a 
much less regulated and lower cost base area outside the EU and the USA; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33024/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The draft Na-
tional Aviation Policy was published in May 2014 following an extensive public consultation 
process in 2013. The consultation process covered all elements of aviation policy and the draft 
policy takes account of the submissions received.  

On the issue of fifth freedom traffic rights for airlines, the majority of submissions received 
favoured the adoption of a liberal approach, in the interests of connectivity and competition. The 
draft policy proposes that a liberal approach should be taken by my Department to any requests 
from non-EU and non-US airlines to serve routes to/from Ireland where there is a clear benefit 
for Ireland and the travelling public. The proposal also refers to the need to take account of EU 
criteria on fair competition.

It should be pointed out that any service between Ireland and the US by a third country air-
line would also require the approval of the US authorities. The US has traditionally had a liberal 
policy on such matters and has ‘open skies’ agreements with over 100 countries worldwide, 
most of which provide for fifth freedom rights.

Submissions in response to the draft policy were invited up to the end of July and over 70 
were received. 

Many of the submissions outline views on the issue of fifth freedom rights, both for and 
against, and these will be fully considered. The intention is that the National Aviation Policy 
will be finalised and adopted before the end of the year.

17/09/2014WRJJJ02200Parking Charges

17/09/2014WRJJJ023001675. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to bring forward regulations or primary legislation that would give local authorities the 
right to forgo, extinguish or transfer an income stream arising directly from a designated zoned 
area of permit parking for which it has entered into a contract under the applicable by-law 
with members of the public/residents; his further plans to bring forward regulations or primary 
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legislation which would give local authorities the authority to cancel that pre-existing contract 
to move that beneficial interest in the value of the permit parking/fee out of the public domain 
directly as a consequence of serving or facilitating the needs of a private commercial vendor to 
become the sole beneficiary of that beneficial interest. [33060/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under section 
36 of the Road Traffic Act 1994, the local authorities have the power to make bye-laws in rela-
tion to parking which includes the power to set fees.  I have no power to intervene in the dis-
posal or otherwise of those fees, and likewise no power to intervene in contractual relationships 
entered into by the local authorities. 

I have no plans to make any legislative changes in this area.

17/09/2014WRJJJ02500Wild Atlantic Way Project

17/09/2014WRJJJ026001676. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if local 
communities will be allowed to seek permission from local authorities to erect additional signs 
denoting the Wild Atlantic Way route and, in addition, the attractions/activities which are found 
on that particular stretch of the Wild Atlantic Way. [33073/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): While my De-
partment provides the capital funding for investment in tourism projects such as the Wild Atlan-
tic Way, it is not directly involved in their development or implementation. 

It is important to note that the purpose of the Wild Atlantic Way is to provide a clearly de-
fined route for visitors to travel along the west coast.  It also introduces visitors to many points 
of interest and gives guidance as to a wider range of experiences on or near the route. 

While it is a matter for the Local Authorities and the National Roads Authority to sanc-
tion the erection of additional road signage, it is very important for the visitor that the signage 
for the Wild Atlantic Way is consistent and readily recognisable along the entire route while 
respecting the very assets of landscape and seascape that are integral to the Way.  That is why 
Fáilte Ireland has worked closely with local authorities and indeed with local communities 
along the Way. 

Accordingly, I would not be in favour of anything that could potentially damage the brand-
ing or visual amenity of the route and hence the opportunities for local communities.  There are 
a wide range of ways in which local communities or attractions can communicate with potential 
visitors without having an impact on the landscape.  

For further information, I have asked Fáilte Ireland to provide you with their policy in re-
gard to signage along the Wild Atlantic Way.  Please contact my private office if you do not hear 
from them within ten working days.

17/09/2014WRJJJ02800Road Projects

17/09/2014WRJJJ029001677. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the proposed works on a road (details supplied) in County Galway; if 
funding will be provided for the project and when he envisages completion of same. [33107/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The planning, 
design and implementation of individual national road projects (such as the N84) is a matter for 
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the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned. 

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2014WRJJJ03100Sports Capital Programme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRJJJ032001678. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason a group (details supplied) in County Kilkenny was not successful in its recent applica-
tion under the sports capital programme; the outcome in respect of the criteria used during the 
process and the reason in detail this application was deemed invalid. [33113/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The club referred to by the Deputy applied for a grant under the 2014 Sports Capital 
Programme. The application was not deemed invalid. 

A total of 2,036 applications were received under the Programme seeking €160m in fund-
ing.  €40.5m was allocated to 880 separate projects. Given the level of demand for funding 
and the amount of funding available under the Programme, it is unfortunately not possible to 
allocate grants to every eligible applicant. 

All of the funding for the 2014 Sport Capital Programme has now been allocated and there 
is no more funding available at this time.

17/09/2014WRJJJ03400Sports Capital Programme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRJJJ035001679. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason a group (details supplied) in County Dublin were not successful in their recent applica-
tion under the sports capital programme; the outcome in respect of the criteria used during the 
process; and the reason in detail this application was deemed invalid. [33114/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ036001680. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason a group (details supplied) in County Dublin were not successful in their recent applica-
tion under the sports capital programme; the outcome in respect of the criteria used during the 
process; and the reason in detail this application was deemed invalid. [33115/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1679 and 1680 together.

The organisations referred to by the Deputy applied for grants under the 2014 Sports Capital 
Programme.

When the 2014 Programme was advertised my Department issued a guide to filling out the 
application form which clearly set out the Department’s minimum requirements that applicants 
had to meet to be considered for funding.

I do not consider it appropriate to publish details of why individual applications were deemed 
invalid. Applications were deemed invalid primarily for one or more of the following reasons:
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Reasons why Applications were Deemed Invalid
Title/Access requirements of the Sports Capital Programme not satisfied
Insufficient evidence of planning permission, planning application, or exemption from 
planning
Evidence of own funding not provided in prescribed format
Insufficient own funding
All applicants have been informed of the outcome of the assessment of their application, 

including details of why applications were deemed to be invalid.

17/09/2014WRJJJ03800Fáilte Ireland Funding

17/09/2014WRJJJ039001681. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
festival (details supplied) in County Kerry will be made eligible for national festival funding; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33180/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ04000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I have no direct role in relation to the provision of funding for festivals and events as 
this is a matter for the board and management of Fáilte Ireland.  Details of the annual funding 
application process are advertised in the national press and online on the Fáilte Ireland website.

Accordingly I have referred the question of the status of the festival to the agency for direct 
reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

17/09/2014WRJJJ04100Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRJJJ042001682. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 2013 
to 31 December 2013, and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of staff 
expected to leave in 2014, and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff 
expected to leave in 2015, and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
leave in 2016, and the annual savings therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33211/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ043001683. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected annual 
costs arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated annual 
cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated annual 
cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated annual 
cost arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33228/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1682 and 1683 together.

With the exception of staff changes which occurred following changes in Ministerial re-
sponsibilities, the information on changes to staff numbers as a result of retirements and other 
departures and changes is shown. 

   Staff Numbers (WTE)
Year Departures New staff Net Reduction
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2013 12 1 11
2014 24 10 14
2015 14 6 8
2016 8  8

The information for 2014 is based on actual numbers to date plus projected changes to year 
end.  The numbers for 2015 and 2016 are projected based on staff due to retire plus a number 
of known returns e.g. career breaks due to expire.  The vacancies filled to date through recruit-
ment include safety critical posts in the Irish Coast Guard and the Air Accident Investigation 
Unit, where sanction was granted as an exception to the moratorium on recruitment.

The overall payroll savings arising from staff reductions is incorporated in this Department’s 
exchequer funded pay provision.  In addition to the payroll allocation specific to this Depart-
ment, the Vote allocation also provides for the pay and pension funds for the non-commercial 
agencies under the aegis of this Department.  The total Vote provision in 2013 for the Depart-
ment and agencies of €76.5 million reflected a reduction of 6% on the 2012 allocation.  The 
combined net outturn by the Department and agencies in 2013 was €74.6 million, realising an 
added saving of 2.5% on the original allocation.  The 2014 provision of €67.1 million realises 
a further reduction of 12% on the 2013 provision.  I anticipate that further reductions will be 
reflected in the Vote allocations for 2015 and 2016 in the context of the Estimates process and 
the ongoing staff number reductions.

17/09/2014WRJJJ04500Road Traffic Legislation

17/09/2014WRJJJ046001684. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when and how section 44 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 may be commenced. [33339/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 44 of 
the Road Traffic Act 2010 provides that a person who is served with a summons in respect of a 
fixed charge offence may pay the amount stated on the fixed charge notice not later than 7 days 
before the date specified for the hearing of the charge in court. The section has not yet been 
commenced as some technical and administrative measures to give effect to the section remain 
to be resolved. I understand that the Gardaí and the Courts Service are working to resolve the 
outstanding issues and I will commence section 44 as soon as these issues are resolved.

17/09/2014WRJJJ04800Public Transport Provision

17/09/2014WRJJJ049001685. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding a bus stop (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33349/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The functions 
of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in relation to public transport infrastructure  include 
securing or providing bus stops, bus shelters, bus stations, stands and bus fleets in the State.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

  Question No. 1686 answered with Question No. 1665.
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17/09/2014WRJJJ05200Road Openings

17/09/2014WRJJJ053001687. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the reason for the delay in issuing a road opening licence as requested by the National Roads 
Authority (details supplied). [33427/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
Transport, I have responsibility for overall policy and  funding in relation to the national roads 
programme. The construction, improvement and maintenance of individual national roads, is a 
matter for the National Roads Authority under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned. In addition the NRA is the relevant party for the granting of 
consents to communication operators to carry out road works on national roads.  Noting this I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2014WRJJJ05500Rail Services

17/09/2014WRJJJ056001688. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding Irish Rail services; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33438/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issues 
raised are a matter for Irish Rail and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for 
direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days.

17/09/2014WRJJJ05800Racism in Sport

17/09/2014WRJJJ059001689. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding dealing with racism in sport (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33494/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Responsibility 
for the development and implementation of policies and strategies to successfully tackle racism 
in sport lies with individual sporting organisations as outlined in their internal constitution and 
rules.

With regards the specific incident which the Deputy makes reference to, I understand that 
the person concerned has since apologised publicly and according to media reports, the com-
ments made are the subject of investigation by the PSNI.

Finally, I want to say that I do not condone racism in any way, whatever the context may be.

17/09/2014WRJJJ06100Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2014WRJJJ062001690. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide clarity on the availability of access to public transport for persons with disabilities, spe-
cifically wheelchair-bound persons; his plans to upgrade the public transport network to ensure 
full disability access; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33495/14]
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17/09/2014WRJJJ06300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Accessibility 
improvements to public transport services are being advanced in the context of Transport Ac-
cess for All (my Department’s Sectoral Plan under the Disability Act 2005) and in the context 
of the Government’s National Disability Strategy Implementation Plan.

  Transport Access for All sets out a series of policy objectives and targets for accessible 
public transport across all modes. This includes making all suburban and Inter-city passenger 
trains, as well as urban & Intercity public transport buses/coaches accessible for people with 
mobility, sensory and cognitive impairments. The Plan is premised on the principle that through 
accessibility improvements to the public transport system for people with disabilities, access 
for all people will be improved. This is being done as extensively as possible having regard to 
the availability of resources. Targets in Transport Access for All are reflected in the National 
Disability Strategy Implementation Plan.

Accessibility is built into all new public transport infrastructure projects and vehicles from 
the design stage. 

In relation to existing public transport infrastructure and facilities my Department is fund-
ing an on-going programme of accessibility improvement grants to upgrade existing public 
transport infrastructure and facilities under the current capital plan. This programme is being 
managed by the National Transport Authority (NTA) on behalf of my Department. 

Significant progress has been made in recent years. All Iarnród Éireann’s operational roll-
ing stock is internally accessible with the use of a portable wheelchair ramp at all stations. The 
Dublin Bus fleet and Bus Éireann urban fleets in Cork, Galway, Limerick, Waterford and Sligo 
are 100% wheelchair accessible. LUAS is fully accessible.

While  56% of Bus Éireann’s coach fleet is wheelchair accessible an accessible service is 
only available on a limited number of routes. This is currently being addressed  as part of the 
Accessibility Grants Programme. The NTA has undertaken an audit of bus stops and bus/rail 
stations which is close to completion and this work will facilitate the  development a priority 
plan for further accessibility improvements.

The NTA has also recently launched a new €1m grant scheme to support the wider avail-
ability of Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles (WAVs) in Ireland’s taxi fleet. Interest in the scheme 
has been good to date.

The potential for technology developments to help people with disabilities access trans-
port services is also kept under review.  Examples of this include the Real Time Ireland App 
which is ‘text to speech enabled’ to help the visually impaired. The Real Time signs also indi-
cate the arrival of low floor buses for wheelchair users. The NTA is also enhancing the National 
Journey Planner to allow a request for a step-free journey which will assist those with a mo-
bility impairment to plan their public transport journeys. The use of on-board announcements 
on Dublin Bus is also being introduced which will be particularly beneficial to the visually 
impaired.

I am committed  to the ongoing improvement of access to public transport for persons with 
disabilities and will continue to provide capital funds for this purpose as part of the relevant 
capital plans.

17/09/2014WRJJJ06400Sports Capital Programme Eligibility

17/09/2014WRJJJ065001691. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
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position regarding funding in respect of a club (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33560/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ06600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The Sports Capital Programme is the Government’s primary vehicle for supporting the 
development of sports facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment.  It is open 
to any sports club or organisation with a suitable project to apply for funding under the next 
round of the Programme.

My Department has developed a new portal on the Department’s website which must be 
used by organisations to register, to apply for funding (when the next Programme is open for 
applications) and to manage the drawdown of any new grants allocated after 2013.  Any inter-
ested organisation should register on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie.

It may be possible for the club to raise funds via the ‘Tax Relief for Donations to Certain 
Sports Bodies’ scheme (section 847A of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997). This is a Revenue 
operated scheme which offers tax benefits to individuals or companies who make donations to 
the club.  Further details on this scheme and how it operates can be found on the Revenue Com-
missioners website.

17/09/2014WRJJJ06700Tourism Industry

17/09/2014WRJJJ068001692. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the impact the level of staffing of the Natural History Museum is having on tourism 
in Dublin. [33568/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ06900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The staffing 
of the Natural History Museum is a matter, in the first instance for the management of the 
Museum, and my colleague the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. In that regard, it 
would not be appropriate for me to comment on the management of the Museum.

In regard to tourism performance I am pleased to advise the Deputy that overseas visitor 
numbers are up by 9.9% to the end of July.  Statistics recently released by the Central Statistics 
Office also show that revenue from overseas visitors grew by almost 9% in the first six months 
of the year.  While these are national figures and regional figures are not yet available, all indi-
cations are that tourism in Dublin is performing particularly well.

  Question No. 1693 answered with Question No. 1672.

17/09/2014WRJJJ07100National Vehicle and Driver File

17/09/2014WRJJJ072001694. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he can provide statistics on the number of occasions where insurance companies have requested 
access to view the NVDF of motorists since access to the NVDF has been permitted by his 
Department. [33647/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ07300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Motor insurers 
are granted access to the penalty point data on the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) 
under Section 53(3) (c) of the Road Traffic Act, 2010.

My Department has been working with the insurance industry in developing the computer 
interface which will provide access to the data. This is now at a very advanced stage and it is 
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expected that the transfer arrangements will commence shortly. The arrangement is subject to 
strict data control arrangements.

17/09/2014WRJJJ07400Rail Services

17/09/2014WRJJJ075001695. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 240 of 8 May 2014, if the report referred to in the reply 
is now available. [33658/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ07600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand 
from the National Transport Authority (NTA) that the Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study is 
currently underway. I expect to have a report on the outcome of this review in January 2015.

17/09/2014WRJJJ07700VAT Rate Reductions

17/09/2014WRJJJ078001696. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
received a copy of the recent report for Fáilte Ireland, An Analysis of the Impact of the VAT 
Reduction on Irish Tourism and Tourism Development; if he has noted its content; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the report published by Fáilte Ireland outlined that the lower 
VAT rate of 9%, which was introduced to give the tourism sector a boost in 2011 and which has 
been maintained ever since, is continuing to have significant benefits for the economy; if he has 
noted that since its introduction more than 30,000 jobs have been added to the sector as a result 
of the measure being in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33737/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ07900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am well aware 
of the recent report on the impact of the 9% VAT rate that was commissioned by Fáilte Ireland 
which shows that the rate continues to have a very beneficial impact on the tourism and hospi-
tality industry, particularly in terms of employment.  Of course, taxation policy is a matter for 
my colleague the Minister for Finance, Michael Noonan TD, in the first instance. 

The report found that seasonally adjusted employment levels in the relevant sectors in Q4 
2013 were 17,300 ahead of Q4 2012.  Employment in the 9% sectors is now circa 30,000 
higher than it would have been had they performed in line with comparable service industry 
sectors.  Based on the assumption that only half of those newly employed were previously 
on social welfare, the increase in employment since 2011 equates to a benefit to the Exchequer 
of circa €165 million between additional income tax and social welfare savings.  

More broadly the VAT rate has contributed to a marked and continuing improvement in Val-
ue for Money (VFM) perceptions of Ireland by overseas visitors.  The net assessment of VFM 
by overseas visitors (i.e. negative perceptions subtracted from positive perceptions) has greatly 
improved over the past few years, as follows - 1% in 2010, 13% in 2011, 24% in 2012 and 26% 
in 2013.  This competitiveness has undoubtedly contributed to the increase in overseas visits to 
Ireland of 7.2% in 2013, while increases in visit numbers to date this year (up to end-July) are 
even more impressive at 9.9%.  There also was an increase in international tourism earnings of 
€363 million between 2011 and 2013. 

Finally, the report notes that similar measures have been introduced elsewhere to boost eco-
nomic activity in tourism and hospitality sectors, including in Germany, France and Switzer-
land.  Some of these countries have reduced VAT rates to significantly below 9%. 
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17/09/2014WRJJJ08000Rail Network

17/09/2014WRJJJ081001697. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the Pace to Navan rail link; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33738/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ08200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The current 
capital investment plan covers the period 2012 to 2016 and with the available funding the plan 
prioritised the protection of the existing operational heavy rail network and the maintenance of 
safety standards, rather than the expansion of the network. The bulk of the funding over these 
years is required for rail safety and renewal.  Moreover on the basis of recent studies it is clear 
that the maintenance and renewal of the existing network will require increased resources in 
order to ensure a reliable and competitive rail network.  Work on a new government capital 
investment plan to 2019 is underway. This  involves a focused review of the current plan and 
the setting of  investment priorities for the next five years. 

If additional funds are available over and above what is required to maintain existing assets 
there will be many competing transport projects across all modes. In such an eventuality only 
projects for which there is a clear identifiable need, which are affordable, have a robust business 
case and add value to existing infrastructure, will be prioritised for funding in the new capital 
plan.

17/09/2014WRJJJ08300Public Transport Initiatives

17/09/2014WRJJJ084001698. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding available to extend the provision of real-time information at bus stops in County Cork; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33742/14]

17/09/2014WRJJJ08500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Nation-
al Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the implementation and development of 
the  Real Time Passenger Information Scheme in the Greater Dublin Area and in the four re-
gional cities of Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford and the contiguous areas of those coun-
ties.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA.  Please advise my private of-
fice if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2014WRKKK00200Public Transport Subsidies

17/09/2014WRKKK003001699. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the av-
erage subsidy per passenger rail journey paid by CIE to Iarnród Éireann in 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33811/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The allocation 
and payment of the subvention to all operators, including the amount payable to Iarnród Éire-
ann, is decided by the NTA in accordance with their PSO contracts with the companies. I have 
referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a reply within ten working days. 

17/09/2014WRKKK00500Air Services Provision



17 September 2014

957

17/09/2014WRKKK006001700. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the proposal to set up a regional marketing fund on a public-private basis to promote in-
creased business and tourist traffic to the south of Ireland through Cork Airport; the funding 
he plans to contribute to this project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33816/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Dublin 
Airport Authority (DAA) is the body with statutory responsibility to manage, operate and de-
velop Dublin and Cork airports. In relation to Cork airport, I am aware that the DAA’s focus 
is currently on stabilising traffic, winning back routes and developing new routes and services 
and initiatives to support sustainable growth. A high level stakeholder body – the Cork Airport 
Development Council – has also been established to provide a forum for stakeholders from a 
range of sectoral and geographic backgrounds who have an interest in the development of the 
airport to engage with airport management and to help contribute to traffic and route growth.   
Cork Airport, in common with the other State Airports, is subject to EU regulations on State Aid 
and does not receive State funding.

From a tourism perspective, all of my Department’s allocation for tourism is provided for 
the use of the tourism agencies, Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland, and I do not have discre-
tionary funding available for individual marketing initiatives.  Tourism Ireland, the agency with 
responsibility for the overseas marketing of Ireland as a tourist destination already undertakes 
significant cooperative marketing activity with carriers serving Cork Airport to promote flights 
to Cork and boost travel to the wider region. Recent activity in this regard includes cooperative 
marketing campaigns with Aer Lingus in Germany France, Spain, The Netherlands and Great 
Britain, and a cooperative campaign with Ryanair in Great Britain. The agency will continue 
to monitor developments at Cork airport and work with the airport and relevant stakeholders to 
maximise the numbers using existing services and to help to make the case for additional new 
services with potential tourism benefits for the Cork region.

17/09/2014WRKKK00800Traffic Management

17/09/2014WRKKK009001701. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to plans to ease traffic congestion in Galway city, in view of the re-
ported increase in traffic on certain routes in the city during the school term; if bus routes and 
timetables could be synchronised with school locations and start times to encourage greater use 
of the bus network; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33883/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The provision 
of bus services is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded 
the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within ten working days. Traffic management is a matter the relevant Local 
Authority.

17/09/2014WRKKK01100Traffic Calming Measures

17/09/2014WRKKK012001702. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to review the speed limit on the N67 as part of the new appeals mechanism for inap-
propriate speed limits and the recommendation that every speed limit will be audited every five 
years contained in the speed limits working group’s 2013 recommendations. [33884/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Road Traf-
fic Act 2004 established default speed limits that apply to defined categories of roads. These 
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limits may, however, be amended by the Elected Members of local authorities by means of Spe-
cial Speed Limit Orders, and Section 9 of the 2004 Act sets out the range of special speed limits 
available to local authorities for that purpose.  To assist in setting Special Speed Limits, my 
Department issued Guidelines for the Application of Special Speed Limits to all local authori-
ties in January 2011 and the onus is on all local authorities to take the Guidelines into account 
when setting special speed limits.

The Speed Limits Review was published by my predecessor on the 21st November 2013. 
It contains eighteen actions designed to address a number of matters relating to the operation of 
speed limits on Irish roads. The recommendations contained in the Report will be implemented 
over a two year period. Specific provision for the updating of speed limits on the National road 
network, including the N67, is included in action point 4 of the Review.

17/09/2014WRKKK01400Taxi Regulations

17/09/2014WRKKK015001703. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
numbers of persons who have had fines or legal proceedings issued against them for non-
compliance with taxi regulations; and the measures taken to tackle illegal activity in the taxi 
industry. [33965/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK016001704. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the numerous cases of taxis operating in Dublin with tinted windows 
and taking a number of passengers in excess of what is legal or safe; the action his Department 
is taking to tackle this illegal activity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33966/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1703 and 1704 together. 

The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) sector is the responsibility of the 
National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act, 2013. 

Enforcement is undertaken both by the NTA’s Enforcement Officers and by An Garda Sío-
chána - members of An Garda Síochána are authorised persons for the purposes of enforcement 
of the regulations governing SPSV services.

Statistics in relation to fixed-charge penalties and prosecutions in respect of SPSVs are 
available on the NTA website at www.nationaltransport.ie.

I have referred your questions to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

  Question No. 1705 answered with Question No. 1665.

17/09/2014WRKKK01900Departmental Functions

17/09/2014WRKKK020001706. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service, his Department is a 
party to; if he will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative arrange-
ments; the duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these ad-
ministrative arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34010/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department 
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does not have any administrative arrangements in place which match the description provided. 
The bulk of funding Voted to my Department is channelled through state agencies who are 
responsible for ensuring procurement requirements are met in relation to specific programmes 
and projects. The code of practice for state bodies, along with protocols relating to North/South 
bodies, set out the corporate governance arrangements which apply in relation to the admin-
istration of this funding to these agencies, including procedures for procurement and financial 
controls. For projects and programmes directly funded by my Department, relevant procure-
ment rules are applied as appropriate.

17/09/2014WRKKK02200Swimming Pool Projects

17/09/2014WRKKK023001707. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on all public swimming pools by town and county; the new swimming pools 
that have been provided in the past ten years; the way they were funded; the proportion of fund-
ing that was from his Department; the funds available for new applications; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34076/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): Under the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme grant aid to a maximum of €3.8 
million is provided to local authorities towards the capital costs of new swimming pools or 
the refurbishment of existing pools. The current round of the Local Authority Swimming Pool 
Programme was closed to new applicants on 31 July 2000. Since 2000, 58 projects have or 
are being dealt with under the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme of which 49 have 
been completed and the other 9 projects are at various stages of the Programme.  Two of these 
projects (Clara and De Paul Navan Road) have been formally allocated a grant following Ten-
der Report stage.  The other 7 projects, namely Castlebar, Dunmanway, Buncrana, Edenderry, 
Balbriggan, Ballaghadereen and Loughrea, are at various other stages of the programme.  

The maximum LASPP grant of €3.8m is subject to the total grant not exceeding 80% of the 
eligible cost of the project or, in the case of projects located in disadvantaged areas, 90% of the 
eligible cost.

No decision has been taken on any new round of the Programme. If the Programme re-opens 
it would be open to each Local Authority to submit an application under the terms that would 
apply at that time.

The following is the list of the 49 pools that have been completed.  

Arklow 

Enniscorthy  

Navan  

Courtown/Gorey 

Wicklow 

Dundalk 

Roscommon 

Ennis 
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Tralee AquaDome 

Ballinasloe 

Finglas 

Grove Island, Limerick 

Tralee Sports and Leisure Centre 

Clonmel 

Churchfield, Cork City 

Ballymun

Tuam

Drogheda

Monaghan town 

Cobh  

Youghal 

Jobstown 

Monaghan 

Ballybunion 

Birr

Letterkenny 

Askeaton 

Longford  

St. Joseph’s School for Deaf Boys 

Portarlington 

Portlaoise 

Clondalkin

Thurles

St Michael’s House, Dublin 

Killarney                             

Bray 

Ballyfermot 

Greystones

Tullamore 
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Kilkenny City 

Athy

Naas 

Dundrum, Co. Dublin 

Claremorris 

Roscrea 

Ferrybank

Loughlinstown 

Ballybofey Stranorlar

New Ross.

17/09/2014WRKKK02500Local Improvement Scheme

17/09/2014WRKKK026001708. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will extend funding to the local improvement scheme in 2015 in view of the value for mon-
ey and significant improvements recent funding of the community involvement scheme has 
brought about; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34093/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Local Im-
provement Scheme (LIS) provides funding for roads and laneways that Councils have not taken 
in charge.  However, the maintenance and improvement of these is, in the first instance, a matter 
for the relevant landowner. There is no separate allocation for the LIS.  Instead, local authori-
ties may use up to 15% (up from 7% in 2013) of their initial Discretionary Grant towards local 
improvement schemes should they wish to do so. The local contribution for these schemes 
remains at 20% of the total cost of the project.

Details of the 2014 regional and local roads grants were communicated to local authorities 
on 24 January this year. Furthermore, it is open to local authorities to supplement the percentage 
of their Discretionary Grant that they can use for the LIS with their own resources.

The above position is likely to extend into 2015. Some local authorities want the LIS while 
others prefer to put the funding into public roads. I think this decision is best made at a local 
level.

17/09/2014WRKKK02800Airport Development Projects

17/09/2014WRKKK029001709. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the future of Ireland West Airport Knock; if he has received any briefing on the airport and 
on its plans since he came to office; if he will visit the airport; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34103/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Govern-
ment has given its commitment to assisting our four regional airports, including IWAK, in 
working towards future financial viability. Exchequer supports will be made available post 
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2014, subject to budgetary constraints and in accordance with the 2014 EU Guidelines on State 
aid to airports and airlines.  

The recommendations arising from the IWAK Study Group Report have been brought to my 
attention and in particular, the impact of those recommendations on the future of our regional 
airports. I expect to visit all four regional airports, including IWAK, at a future date, following 
the approval by the EU Commission of Ireland’s Airport Programme for 2015 - 2019.

17/09/2014WRKKK03100Driver Licences

17/09/2014WRKKK032001710. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide on a county basis the total number of driver licences issued since the inception of 
the new NDLS; the revenue incurred by the State and by the managing company; his views on 
the operation of the scheme to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34104/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The operation 
of the National Driver Licensing Service (NDLS) is the statutory responsibility of the Road 
Safety Authority.

The RSA informs me that since the inception of the NDLS on 29 October 2013 until 31 
August 2014, 413,790 driver licence applications have been processed and RSA has recognised 
revenue of €16.2 million in respect of driving licence applications over this period.

There are three distinct outsourced contractors involved in providing the service and the 
Authority has advised that it will not be disclosing any commercially sensitive outsourced cost 
information on these contracts.

On the broader issue of the operation of the NDLS to date, while there were a number of 
difficulties initially, I am satisfied that the NDLS has the appropriate measures in place to ad-
dress the problems which arose.  In particular, the NDLS has taken a number of measures to 
address demand at its public offices since opening.  These include: providing extra staff at cen-
tres experiencing high demand; additional training (which will increase efficiency and therefore 
throughput of customers); and the setting up of an online booking facility to make appoint-
ments.  In addition, it has recently opened two new centres, one in Dublin and one in Cork.  I 
am satisfied that the RSA continues to work with the contractors to promote a positive customer 
experience and to ensure that properly presented applications for licences are issued within a 
five to eight working day period.

With regard to the question on the number of driver licences issued on a county basis, I have 
referred this part of the Question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to 
contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

17/09/2014WRKKK03400Driver Licences

17/09/2014WRKKK035001711. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
NDLS has plans to open a centre at Ballina, County Mayo, in view of the fact that it has recently 
opened new centres at Clarehall, Dublin 17, and Mallow, County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34105/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The operation 
of the National Driver Licensing Service, including location of front offices, is the statutory 
responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.  I have therefore forwarded the question to the 
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Authority for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

17/09/2014WRKKK03700Road Signage

17/09/2014WRKKK038001712. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
policy used by the National Roads Authority in situating road direction signs; the reason they 
specify certain towns over others; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34106/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The construc-
tion, improvement and maintenance of individual national roads is a matter for the National 
Roads Authority under the Roads Acts 1993-2007 in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned. More specifically, the NRA has responsibility for the provision of signage under 
Section 19 of the Act.

Directional signage on national roads is provided in accordance with guidelines set out in 
the Traffic Signs Manual, published by my Department. The Traffic Signs Manual provides de-
tails of the traffic signs which may be used on roads in Ireland, including their layout and sym-
bols, the circumstances in which each sign may be used and rules for positioning them.  This 
Manual was updated in November 2010 replacing the 1996 edition. 

Within the framework of the Traffic Signs Manual it is a matter for the NRA and relevant 
road authorities to determine the extent of signage on roads. When undertaking this function it 
is important to have regard to road safety and to provide clear and consistent signage. This as-
sists in avoiding roadside ‘clutter’ and reduces the potential for distracting drivers by providing 
too much or inconsistent information.

17/09/2014WRKKK04000Road Projects Status

17/09/2014WRKKK041001713. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of a road project (details supplied) in County Roscommon; and the current plans for that 
project. [34107/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The planning, 
design and implementation of individual national road projects (such as the N5) is a matter for 
the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2014WRKKK04300Flood Relief Schemes Funding

17/09/2014WRKKK044001714. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of money designated by his Department for flood damage repair to projects in County Kerry 
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following last winter’s floods and storms; the locations of these projects; the position regarding 
the progress on each; the percentages of the moneys designated that have been spent by Kerry 
County Council to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34141/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As a result of 
the severe weather in the December/January period the Government confirmed additional fund-
ing of €16.8 million for repairs to roads damaged during the period 13 December 2013 to 6 Jan-
uary 2014. This funding is separate to the regional and local road individual grant allocations 
made by my Department to local authorities. Local authorities were notified of their allocations 
under severe weather on the 1st April 2014. Kerry County Council was allocated €575,291 
for road repairs of which €172,265 (30%) has been drawn down to date. In addition, a further 
amount of €26,772 has been approved for payment this month.

The table details the locations and costs of the road projects in Kerry. As regards the prog-
ress on each, I suggest the Deputy makes contact with the local authority who are best placed 
to assist.

Road Number Engineering Area / 
Municipal District

Road Name and / or 
Townland Name

Cost

L-7529 Caherciveen Connanna Pier Road 20,000
L-7530 Caherciveen Cooscrome Beach 

Access Road
12,000

L-4006 Caherciveen Whitestrand Road 35,000
L-4005 Caherciveen Reenard Pier Road 6,000
L-11602 Caherciveen Brackaharagh Road 6,000
L-11101 Caherciveen Ballinskelligs Pier 

Road
4,500

L-11102 Caherciveen Lighthouse Road, 
Valentia

5,000

L-8020 Dingle Kilshannig 31,000
L-12171 Dingle Aughills 15,000
L-8054 Dingle Kinard 100,000
L-8058 Dingle Minard 48,200
L-12242 Dingle Coumeenole 15,000
L-8202 Dingle Clogher Strand Ac-

cess Road
14,000

L-12076 Dingle Dún Síon Access 
Road

10,250

L-7558 Kenmare Cush Road 13,000
L-11100 Kenmare Reennagcross Ac-

cess Road
2,500

R573 Kenmare Coast Road 3,000
L-4059 Kenmare Ardea Slip Access 

Road
2,000

L-11682 Kenmare Maulagullane Slip 8,000
N71 Killarney Dinis 25,000
R570 Killarney Cools 15,000
L-11033 Killarney Leamnaguilla 21,000
L-11809 & R-564 Killorglin Rossbeigh 100,000
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Road Number Engineering Area / 
Municipal District

Road Name and / or 
Townland Name

Cost

L-7507 Killorglin Cromane Road 7,000
L-11705 Killorglin Dooks Pier Access 

Road
15,000

L-6207 Listowel Ballybunion Men’s 
Beach Access Road

3,000

L-10471 Listowel Ballyheigue 3,000
L-10666 Tralee Cockleshell Road 5,350
N86 Tralee Curraheen 27,831
L-10574 Tralee Kilfenora 2,660

575,291

17/09/2014WRKKK04600Tourism Project Funding

17/09/2014WRKKK047001715. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to invest in the huge tourism potential of Malin Head, County Donegal. [34199/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): While the De-
partment of Transport, Tourism and Sport provides funding for capital investment in tourism, 
the allocation of these funds is a matter for the board and management of Fáilte Ireland.  An 
allocation of €24.2 million has been made to Fáilte Ireland in 2014 to administer the Tourism 
Capital Investment Programme, which provides support for investment in visitor attractions, 
visitor activities and tourism infrastructure.  This includes a special allocation of €8m for the 
development of the Wild Atlantic Way including the 15 Signature Discovery points, of which 
Malin Head is the most northerly point.

 I am also aware that Tourism Ireland are promoting Malin Head internationally as part of 
the Wild Atlantic Way. 

Accordingly I have referred your question to both agencies for further information and 
direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days.

17/09/2014WRKKK04900Tourism Project Funding

17/09/2014WRKKK050001716. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to invest in the tourism potential of the An Grianán of Aileach fort at Burt, County 
Donegal, as a site of similar historic importance to the Hill of Tara and with stunning scenic 
views of the surrounding landscape, including five counties of Ulster. [34200/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): While the De-
partment of Transport, Tourism and Sport provides funding for capital investment in tourism 
attractions, the allocation of these funds are a matter for the board and management of Fáilte 
Ireland.

An allocation of €24.2 million has been allocated to Fáilte Ireland in 2014 to administer the 
Tourism Capital Investment Programme, which provides support for investment in visitor at-
tractions, visitor activities and tourism infrastructure.  This includes a special allocation of €8m 
for the development of the Wild Atlantic Way. However, due to the high number of existing 
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commitments, the Programme is currently closed for new applications.

I am aware that both Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland are promoting An Grianán of Aile-
ach as part of the Wild Atlantic Way and accordingly I have referred your question to both agen-
cies for further information and direct reply.

Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.  

17/09/2014WRKKK05200Road Improvement Schemes

17/09/2014WRKKK053001717. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if his Department has received plans from Donegal County Council for a new bridge at 
Cockhill, Buncrana, County Donegal; and if he will provide the funding for same. [34202/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The improve-
ment and maintenance of regional and local roads, including bridges, is the statutory responsi-
bility of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 
1993. Works on those roads and bridges are funded from local authorities own resources and are 
supplemented by State road grants. The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded 
is also a matter for the local authority. Donegal County Council applied to the Department in 
2010 for funding (subsequent to the announcement of the grant allocations) under the Specific 
Improvement Grant Scheme for funds for the Cockhill Bridge Scheme. The projected cost of 
the project was €2.95m. Given the costs associated with the project it was not possible to ap-
prove this application, however, it was recommended that consideration be given to lower costs 
traffic management options. Given budgetary constraints and the need to prioritise funding for 
repair and strengthening works, the Specific Improvement Grants Scheme has been curtailed.

The Department did recently contact Donegal County Council to ascertain the up to date 
position in relation to the Council’s evaluation of possible traffic management measures at the 
bridge. The Department understands from the Council that a number of options were prepared 
for Cockhill Bridge over a number of years including a new bridge, bridge widening, one-way 
traffic, a new footbridge and the installation of traffic lights and associated measures. The De-
partment also understands that these options were presented to both the Buncrana Council and 
the Inishowen Area Council Elected Members but  members did not favour pursuing options 
other than a new bridge.  It is now a matter for the Council to decide if it wishes to pursue with 
the Department one of the options other than the new bridge.  If the Council wishes to pursue 
the new bridge option it can of course do so through using its own resources both for design 
and construction.

17/09/2014WRKKK05500Harbours and Piers Expenditure

17/09/2014WRKKK056001718. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if he will provide, in tabular form, the grant assistance from his Department for invest-
ment in piers and harbours in Donegal for the years 2006 to 2013, inclusive, and 2014 to date. 
[34203/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Responsibility 
for investing in piers and harbours across Donegal is a matter for Donegal County Council as 
they do not fall under the remit of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. Therefore, 
my Department has not provided financial assistance for the years in question.
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17/09/2014WRKKK05800Bus Éireann Services

17/09/2014WRKKK059001719. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the annual revenue generated by Bus Éireann in each of the past three years for ticket sales for 
the carriage of push bicycles. [34268/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK060001720. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will provide reasoning for Bus Éireann charging passengers for the transport of push bi-
cycles; his policy for promoting the use of push bicycles; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34269/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1719 and 1720 together.

My Department is fully committed to promoting cycling as a sustainable means of travel 
and I am keenly aware of the need to integrate cycling with other modes of travel. 

The issues raised  by the Deputy are however matters for Bus Éireann and I have referred 
the Deputy’s questions to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you 
do not receive a reply within ten working days.

17/09/2014WRKKK06200Penalty Points System

17/09/2014WRKKK063001721. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide, in tabular form, the number of penalty points given to truck drivers on the Kennelsfort 
Road, Palmerstown, Dublin 20, for the past five years. [34278/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK06400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the Road 
Traffic Act 2002 penalty points are required to be endorsed on the Irish driving licence record 
held on the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) for a period of 3 years and once expired 
they are removed from the record to comply with Data Protection requirements.

There are 149 current penalty point instances on the NVDF in respect of offences at the ad-
dress mentioned. A total of 28 were the holders of foreign driving licences and of the Irish driv-
ing licences recorded a total of 10 drivers hold driving licence category(ies) which enable them 
to drive vehicles in excess of 3,500kgs.

17/09/2014WRKKK06500Penalty Points System

17/09/2014WRKKK066001722. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
,further to Parliamentary Question No. 587 of 10 June 2014, if the first progress report of the 
criminal justice working group was presented to the Government in July 2014; and if he will 
provide a brief outline of the contents of that report. [34292/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK06700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Criminal 
Justice Working Group was established in March 2014 following publication of the Garda In-
spectorate report on the fixed charge processing system.

The main function of the Working Group, which is jointly chaired by my Department and 
the Department of Justice and Equality, is to oversee and facilitate the implementation of rec-
ommendations in the Garda Inspectorate report.
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In July, I received a progress report on the work undertaken by the Group to date. This re-
port was also received by the Minister for Justice and Equality. The report will be brought to 
Government, for information, in the coming weeks.

17/09/2014WRKKK06800Road Traffic Legislation

17/09/2014WRKKK069001723. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his views on amending the Road Traffic Acts 1961 to 2014 to include a provision whereby 
members of An Garda Síochána would mandatorily seek to obtain the mobile phone records of 
all parties involved in a road traffic collision in order to determine if the use of a mobile phone 
was a contributory factor in causing the road traffic collision. [34295/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK07000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department 
is currently working on the preparation of a new Road Traffic Bill which will include provi-
sions to further strengthen the law with regard to the use of electronic devices, including mobile 
phones, while driving.  In the context of the drafting of these provisions, my officials will liaise 
with all relevant stakeholders, including An Garda Síochána, to consider if existing powers in 
relation to the compilation of evidence are sufficient.

17/09/2014WRKKK07100Diaspora Centre Establishment

17/09/2014WRKKK072001724. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion in regard to expressions of interest from potential partners to develop and operate a national 
diaspora centre; the reason the process has not progressed beyond a preliminary stage; if a 
timetable has been set for the completion of the process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34427/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK073001725. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport arising 
from the decision to seek expressions of interest from potential partners to develop and operate 
a national diaspora centre, if the promised committee to assess any recommendations made by 
Fáilte Ireland has yet been established; if he will elaborate on the chair and the membership of 
the committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34428/14]

17/09/2014WRKKK07400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1724 and 1725 together.

The Government’s Infrastructure and Capital Investment Framework 2012-2016, published 
in November 2011, includes a commitment of support for a Diaspora Centre or Diaspora Mu-
seum should a suitable project and partner be available.

In 2013 Minister Varadkar asked Fáilte Ireland to carry out a feasibility study on the de-
velopment of a Diaspora Centre or Diaspora Museum and the most suitable means by which it 
could be financed, developed and managed.

Following receipt of that study Minister Varadkar asked Fáilte Ireland to seek expressions 
of interest from interested parties in order to identify a suitable project and partner to develop 
a National Diaspora Centre. Fáilte Ireland called upon interested parties to submit applications 
for consideration for the development of a Centre by 11 July 2014.  These applications have 
since been received and I am at present considering the most appropriate next stage in progress-
ing the concept, having regard to the wider context of the Government’s diaspora policy.
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17/09/2014WRLLL00150Bus Éireann Services

17/09/2014WRLLL002001726. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason for the delay in erecting a bus shelter in Ballina, County Mayo, which has been approved 
by the National Transport Authority; when he expects the shelter to be complete; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34434/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The functions 
of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in relation to public transport infrastructure include 
securing or providing bus stops, bus shelters, bus stations, stands and bus fleets in the State.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

17/09/2014WRLLL00350Transport Infrastructure

17/09/2014WRLLL004001727. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in light 
of the strategic framework for investment in land transport published recently, if it is intended 
to base investment decisions in the future on usage of transport corridors irrespective of how 
defective the existing corridors are at present for the traffic using them; his plans to lay down 
minimum standards for the various types of roads such as national primary, national secondary, 
regional county roads as well as for rail lines; if there will be a national policy to bring all the 
road and rail infrastructure up to these minimum standards; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34536/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A Draft Strate-
gic Framework for Investment in Land Transport was published by my Department in August 
for public consultation. The draft framework was drawn up by a steering group which set out 
to establish priorities and principles to guide future land transport investment decisions. The 
findings and conclusions of the work undertaken will contribute to the development of a new 
multi-annual capital funding framework 2015-2019, subsequent capital funding programmes 
and investment decisions over the longer term.    

Key areas considered include the link between economic growth and transport investment, 
current investment levels vis-à-vis past levels and international norms, the funding necessary to 
keep existing land transport infrastructure at its current standard and the likely scale, nature and 
impact of transport demand on our network in the medium to long term.

This work, combined with an assessment of transport and demographic trends, provides the 
basis for the findings of the steering group. The draft report concludes that the key challenge 
with regard to investment in land transport is securing investment levels consistent with main-
taining, renewing and improving a transport network that can efficiently support the economic 
and social needs of the country.  

Arising from these findings, a set of principles is proposed to frame and prioritise land trans-
port investment decisions. A consultation process is underway seeking views of stakeholders, 
interested parties and the general public on the findings, conclusions and proposed principles.

The draft report does not set policy. It points to the current constraints within which policy 
decisions must be made. As such, I hope it leads to an informed debate to advance the best deci-
sions for current and future transport investment in Ireland.
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17/09/2014WRLLL00550Roads Maintenance

17/09/2014WRLLL006001728. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide funding to resurface the N23 national driving road Castleisland to Farranfore as large 
stretches of the road are inadequate for the large volumes of traffic it is carrying; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34591/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2014WRLLL00750Bus Éireann Services

17/09/2014WRLLL008001729. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to provide funding for the purchase of additional buses for the Bus Éireann fleet; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34594/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The National 
Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for certain public transport capital investments 
including for the funding of the PSO bus fleet. In this regard funding is provided by my Depart-
ment to the Authority each year based on the allocations and priorities set out in the  relevant 
capital plan.

It is a matter for the Authority to agree the allocations for individual projects and infrastruc-
ture taking account of all relevant issues including funding and priorities.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2014WRLLL00950Bus Éireann Services

17/09/2014WRLLL010001730. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of the 31 bus shelters that were approved for funding by the National Transport Author-
ity in June 2013 which have been constructed and completed to date; the number that are under 
construction; the number that have not started construction; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34607/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The functions 
of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in relation to public transport infrastructure include 
securing or providing bus stops, bus shelters, bus stations, stands and bus fleets in the State.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
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17/09/2014WRLLL01150Motor Insurance Regulation

17/09/2014WRLLL012001731. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the legality 
of the Irish car insurance industry’s refusal to recognise no claims years established in other 
jurisdictions. [34650/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Irish Fi-
nancial Services Regulatory Authority (IFSRA), under the aegis of the Minister for Finance, 
regulates and supervises insurance undertakings.    

Motor insurance is provided as a private contract between the supplier and the customer.  
Any terms and conditions of motor insurance policies, including the application of no claims 
bonuses, are a contractual matter between the person insured and the insurer and are not matters 
in which I would have any direct involvement or responsibility.

My Department’s role with regard to motor insurance is confined to the enactment of policy 
relating to the relevant Road Traffic Acts.

17/09/2014WRLLL01350National Car Test

17/09/2014WRLLL014001732. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on concerns raised with the HSA and RSA regarding the poor working conditions, including 
inadequate ventilation, at the NCT test centre in Ballymun. [34651/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the Road 
Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No 477 of 2006) the Road 
Safety Authority has responsibility for the delivery of the National Car Test. The RSA has 
overall responsibility for the operation, oversight, development, quality assurance and delivery 
of vehicle testing arrangements. The testing function is carried out by Applus+, since January 
2010 under a contractual arrangement with the RSA.

As the subject matter of this question is a matter for the RSA I have requested that the RSA 
respond directly to the Deputy’s question. If you have not received a response within ten days 
please contact my office.

17/09/2014WRLLL01550Dublin Bus Services

17/09/2014WRLLL016001733. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
an ongoing failure of management at Dublin Bus, Clontarf, to address a number of health and 
safety concerns brought to their attention by the health and safety representative at the garage. 
[34656/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue raised 
is a matter for Dublin Bus and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

17/09/2014WRLLL01750Haulage Industry Regulation

17/09/2014WRLLL018001734. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport with 
regard to super-cube trucks, if he will confirm if they have been banned from roads here; if he 
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will provide details of the exact date from when they were banned; if he will further confirm the 
ban is nationwide and applies within the Dublin permit system as well as nationally; the way the 
ban is operating with imported trucks and if carriers are banned from loading them and so on at 
foreign ports; if he will provide the number or percentage of overall truck movements covered 
by super-cube trucks and also actual numbers as per any recent survey; the evidence there is of 
super-cube trucks driving on Irish roads, and specifically in the capital city; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34657/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The maximum 
regulatory vehicle dimensions for an articulated vehicle permitted on Irish roads is 2.5 metres 
in width, 16.5 metres in length and 4.65 metres in height. As set out in S.I. No. 166/2014 - Road 
Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulations 2014, this maximum na-
tional height limit does not apply to an unenclosed agricultural or goods vehicle combination 
that is being used exclusively for the transport of hay, silage, straw or other animal fodder or a 
combination thereof, that is baled.

Any articulated vehicle exceeding these maximum permitted regulatory dimensions, other 
than those permitted under the local authority abnormal load permit scheme, constitutes an of-
fence. The enforcement of Road Traffic legislation is a matter for An Garda Síochána.

17/09/2014WRLLL01950Road Projects Status

17/09/2014WRLLL020001735. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view 
of An Bord Pleanála’s approval of the M7 Oberstown interchange and R407 Sallins bypass 
scheme, motorway order 2013, and the M7 Naas Newbridge upgrade scheme, motorway or-
der 2013, when funding is likely to be allocated to enable each of the schemes to proceed. 
[34729/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. Within its capital budget, the assessment 
and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accor-
dance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility 
of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. 
Works on those roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State 
road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for 
the local authority.

The Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure 2015-2017 and Capital Review 
2015-2019 are underway.  At this point I cannot say what the outcome of the Review process 
will be. As the Deputy will appreciate, the scope for allocating funding to projects such as these 
will depend on the amount of funding in my Department’s capital budget in future years.

17/09/2014WRLLL02150National Car Test

17/09/2014WRLLL022001736. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if his Department carries out an annual review and/or random checks to monitor the standard of 
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testing taking places at NCT test centres. [34758/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the Road 
Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) the Road 
Safety Authority has responsibility for the delivery of the National Car Test. The RSA has over-
all responsibility for the operation, oversight, development, quality assurance and delivery of 
vehicle testing arrangements.

There is regular and on-going contact between the RSA and my Department on matters 
pertaining to the NCT.

The RSA has always recognised the need for consistently high vehicle testing standards. 
The National Car Testing Service (NCTS) and Vehicle Inspectors (VIs) are subject to a strin-
gent audit system which is carried out by the AA.  All test centres receive unannounced visits 
frequently and VIs are observed undertaking tests and check tests, which involve vehicles just 
tested being immediately re-inspected.  In addition, NCTS also has a dedicated Training and 
Standards team that regularly conduct unexpected audits at all test centres throughout the coun-
try.  Independent tests carried out by the AA show that over 99% of test results are correct.

The RSA has a Project Agreement in place with the NCT Contractor which sets down the 
various performance and acceptable standards with which the contractor must comply.  A de-
tailed assessment and a report on performance of the NCT Contractor in providing the NCTS is 
prepared for each quarter and annually, covering analyses of test results, financial performance, 
call centre performance, operational performance at test centres, test bookings, customer ser-
vice and human resources issues.  The Annual Reports are available on the RSA website at 
www.rsa.ie.

17/09/2014WRLLL02350Road Improvement Schemes

17/09/2014WRLLL024001737. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport ,further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 778 of 17 July 2014, if specific funding will be allocated to Ca-
van County Council for 2015 in respect of the proposed upgrading of the Cootehill, Shercock, 
Carrickmacross, Dundalk route; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34820/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The improve-
ment and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local 
authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on 
those roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants. 
The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local author-
ity.    

Cavan County Council was provided with over €2 million between 2007 and 2013 from 
my Department in connection with this project under the Strategic Non-National Road Grants 
Scheme in order to bring this 75 km route to preliminary design stage. A further allocation of 
€100,000 is being provided this year to facilitate completion of the preliminary design. 

As indicated in July, due to budgetary constraints it will not be possible to progress the 
project further at this point. The construction cost for a scheme of this magnitude would be in 
excess of €150 million.

17/09/2014WRLLL02550Departmental Staff Data
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17/09/2014WRLLL026001738. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the total number of new appointments made in his Department and those bodies under his remit 
since March 2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were appointed 
during the period. [35127/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There were a 
total of 41 new appointments made in my Department in the period March 2011 to date in 2014. 
Of these 23 were ministerial appointments resulting from changes in Ministers responsibilities.  
A further 14 appointments were into safety critical posts in the Irish Coast Guard and the Air 
Accident Investigation Unit.  The breakdown of the grade is set out in Table 1.

Table 1

Grade
Assistant Secretary
Aeronautical Officer
Technical Specialist
Accountant
Administrative Officer
Radio Officer Grade 3
Special Adviser
Policy Adviser
Press Adviser
Personal Assistant
Personal Secretary
Civilian Driver

I have asked the State Agencies under the aegis of my Department to provide the Deputy 
with the information requested. If you do not receive a reply from the Agencies within 10 work-
ing days please advise my private office.

17/09/2014WRLLL02750Departmental Staff Remuneration

17/09/2014WRLLL028001739. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of public sector employees under his remit who are subject to a freeze on their increment 
payment in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35138/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My colleague, 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform will answer in respect of all civil servants in 
my Department.    

I have asked the State Agencies under the aegis of my Department to provide the Deputy 
with the information requested. If you do not receive a reply from the agencies within ten work-
ing days, please advise my private office

17/09/2014WRLLL02950Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRLLL030001740. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
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number of civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in his Department on career 
breaks at the time of the Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old 
positions; of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the 
number who availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their 
employment; the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after 
being on redeployment lists of over one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35151/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There were 
eight civil servants on career break from my Department on 1st July 2013, at the time of the 
Haddington Road Agreement.  Three of these are not yet due to return based on their career 
break contracts; two were offered and have since availed of suitable redeployment opportuni-
ties; two are currently on the redeployment panel awaiting an offer and one has terminated their 
employment. No staff are accommodated in my Department in supernumerary positions after 
being on redeployment lists of over one year.     

In respect of public servants and semi state employees I have asked the State Agencies un-
der the aegis of my Department to provide the Deputy with the information requested.  If you do 
not receive a reply from the agencies within 10 working days please advise my private office.

17/09/2014WRLLL03150Arts Facilities

17/09/2014WRLLL032001741. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on a proposal (details supplied) regarding the sale of the Bord Gáis Energy Theatre; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [33088/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL03300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The pro-
posed sale of the Bord Gáis Energy Theatre is not a matter that comes under the statutory remit 
of my Department. My understanding is that is it being sold on the instructions of NAMA, a 
body for which I have no statutory responsibility.  In any event, the level of funding that would 
be required to purchase the Bord Gáis Energy Theatre is not currently available to my Depart-
ment. The allocation of existing funding towards the proposal would result in a significant 
reduction in the amount of Exchequer resources available to the arts sector generally and this is 
not something that I could feasibly contemplate.

17/09/2014WRLLL03350Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRLLL034001742. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon will receive payment under the ces-
sation of turf cutting scheme; the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33920/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL03500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.  I am 
advised that the applicant would appear to have cut turf on his bog plot in a raised bog special 
area of conservation in 2012 and would not qualify for compensation under the scheme for that 
year.  A payment of €1,518 in respect of Year 2 of 15 (2013) has been made to this applicant.

Officials from my Department are currently assessing applications and processing payments 
to qualifying applicants in respect of 2014.
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17/09/2014WRLLL03550Irish Language

17/09/2014WRLLL036001743. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if her attention has been drawn to the fact that over 100 qualified Irish language translators on 
the Séala State panel of qualified translators received a brief e-mail from National University of 
Ireland Galway on behalf of Foras na Gaeilge informing them of the cancellation of their séala 
if received before 2013; if her attention has been further drawn to the fact that translators are 
being asked to resit an examination next month and that no further information is being made 
available to them; if she has examined the legal implications of this; if she has sought the views 
of the translation section of the Houses of the Oireachtas; if she has examined the potential 
implication for the status of the Irish language within the EU; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33941/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL037001768. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if her 
attention has been drawn to the fact that over 100 qualified Irish language translators on the 
Séala State Panel of Qualified Translators received a brief e-mail from National University of 
Ireland Galway on behalf of Foras na Gaeilge informing them of the cancellation of their séala 
if received before 2013; if her further attention has been drawn to the fact that translators are 
being asked to re-sit an examination next month and that no further information is being made 
available to them; if she has examined the legal implications of this; if she has sought the views 
of the translation section of the Houses of the Oireachtas; if she has examined the potential 
implication for the status of the Irish language within the EU; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34424/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL03800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1743 and 1768 together.

At the outset, I must emphasise that this is an operational matter for Foras na Gaeilge. I 
should also explain that Foras na Gaeilge’s accreditation system is not a translation qualifica-
tion but is an assurance in regard to a translator’s standard of work.  Basically, Foras na Gaeilge 
developed the accreditation system for translators in order to ensure high standards in the trans-
lation sector.

I understand from Foras na Gaeilge that translators who achieved accreditation prior to 2013 
were informed that future re-accreditation would be required. Following a recent review of the 
system, those translators were informed that their accreditation would expire at the end of 2015 
but that re-accreditation examinations would be held in 2014 and in 2015. 

I understand from Foras na Gaeilge that the basis for the re-accreditation system and the 
examination held in 2013 is that accreditation will not have to be renewed by means of further 
examination. Therefore, given that translators will only have to sit one examination in future, 
proposals are currently under consideration by Foras na Gaeilge in order to continue to ensure 
high standards in the translation sector, for example by translators providing evidence of their 
work. I understand that Foras na Gaeilge is currently consulting with the translators with regard 
to these proposals.

17/09/2014WRLLL03850Wildlife Protection

17/09/2014WRLLL039001744. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if there is a set period every year when trees and hedges are allowed be cut; who sets this period; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33982/14]
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17/09/2014WRLLL04000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 prohibit the cutting, grubbing, burning or destruction of vegetation, 
with certain strict exemptions, from 1 March to 31 August during the nesting and breeding 
season for birds and wildlife.  Vegetation such as hedgerows and scrub is important as wildlife 
habitat and needs to be managed in the interests of both farming and biodiversity.

My Department has initiated a review of the current legislation to ensure that it remains 
both effective and balanced. As part of that review, the potential for setting the relevant dates 
by statutory instrument, rather than in primary legislation, as is the position currently, is being 
examined.

17/09/2014WRLLL04050National Parks Projects

17/09/2014WRLLL041001745. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of hectares in Killarney National Park; the number of hectares under the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service; and the amount of money in the budget for maintaining the park. 
[34029/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL04200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Killarney 
National Park comprises of 10,236 hectares of land, all of which are managed by my Depart-
ment, through its National Parks and Wildlife Service.  Current funding for my Department’s 
National Parks and Wildlife Service is allocated on the basis of functional regions, rather than to 
individual properties. For 2014, €662,000 has been allocated to the South West Region, which 
includes Killarney National Park. 

My Department also supports a programme of project-specific capital works in National 
Parks each year in order to secure the conservation of our natural heritage and to provide for its 
enjoyment by the visiting public. For 2014, €897,000 has been allocated to capital projects in 
Killarney National Park.

17/09/2014WRLLL04250Departmental Budgets

17/09/2014WRLLL043001746. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
the 2015 Údarás na Gaeltachta capital budget will be returned to €12 million and if the Foras 
na Gaeilge budget will be protected (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [34039/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL04400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): I wish to refer the Deputy to previous replies to a number of Parliamentary Ques-
tions in relation to these matters. As the Deputy is aware, funding for the various Departments, 
including my own, are decided through the Budgetary and Estimates process annually.  With 
regard to the capital budget for Údarás na Gaeltachta, I wish to again reiterate that, as Minister 
of State with responsibility for the Gaeltacht, I very much appreciate the importance of job 
creation in helping to retain sustainable communities in Gaeltacht areas. In that context, I wish 
to again acknowledge the very important enterprise and employment function of Údarás na 
Gaeltachta as the regional economic agency for the Gaeltacht.   

Údarás na Gaeltachta’s end of year statement for 2013 indicated that the rate of job losses in 
its client companies had reached a record low. This was very welcome news indeed. However, 
while the level of job losses has stabilised, I am very cognisant of the ongoing difficult chal-
lenge in creating a sufficient number of new jobs to maintain, and indeed increase, employment 
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levels in the Gaeltacht.

I am, of course, aware of Údarás na Gaeltachta’s proposal to increase its capital budget over 
time from the present level of €5.687m to €12m per annum. I am also very aware and support-
ive of the case advanced by the organisation that such an increase in funding would enable it to 
create an additional 300 jobs per annum. 

As the Deputy is aware, it was announced as part of Budget 2014 that comprehensive re-
views of both current and capital expenditure would be undertaken by all Government Depart-
ments during 2014. These reviews underpin the Government’s multi-annual budgetary frame-
work and are conducted periodically to re-set Departmental expenditure ceilings in line with 
emerging Government priorities. I understand that the reviews were completed and will be 
considered by Government with a view to underpinning expenditure ceilings for 2015 and be-
yond, as well as clarifying policy options and informing prioritisation decisions arising from 
the expenditure ceilings. Clearly, the capital allocation for Údarás na Gaeltachta for 2015 will 
be informed by the outcome of those reviews and within the framework of the Budgetary and 
Estimates processes later this year.

Foras na Gaeilge is one of the agencies of An Foras Teanga, the North South Language 
Body, and its budget must accordingly be approved by the North South Ministerial Council.  
Foras na Gaeilge is co-financed on the basis of 75% from my Department and 25% from the 
Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure in Northern Ireland. In addition, my Department pro-
vides certain additional ringfenced funding for Foras na Gaeilge in relation to Clár na Leabhar 
Gaeilge and Colmcille.

While my Department will continue to provide funding for An Foras Teanga, subject to the 
normal budgetary processes, I should point out that the Public Expenditure/Finance Depart-
ments in both jurisdictions have already agreed that minimum efficiency savings of 4% must be 
achieved by all North South Implementation Bodies in 2015.

17/09/2014WRLLL04450Departmental Funding

17/09/2014WRLLL045001747. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the position in relation to the commitment that €10 million from the awarding of the national 
lottery licence is available for the development of a large scale multifunctional events centre in 
Cork; if this funding is still available; when the funding must be drawn down; if she is aware 
of the importance of this project to Cork and the southern region; if she will provide every op-
portunity for the funding to remain in place notwithstanding any delays that have occurred; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [34720/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL04600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the 
Deputy is aware, a grant of €10 million to Cork City Council was approved in 2013 to as-
sist in the provision of a Multifunctional Events Centre in Cork City.  It was decided that the 
grant would be channelled through my Department. It is envisaged that the Events Centre will 
be capable of accommodating some 6,000 persons and cater for a range of events, including 
concerts, festivals, family entertainments, cultural, sports, exhibitions, conferences and trade 
shows.  This is a public private partnership with Cork City Council leading the project. I am 
advised that a competitive dialogue procedure was adopted in order to engage with suitable can-
didates to identify and define the means best suited to satisfying the Council’s needs. The Coun-
cil appointed Pricewaterhouse Coopers to run the competitive process. The final phase of the 
tender process commenced on 21 June 2014 and was recently completed. I understand that the 
Council is seeking legal advice in the matter and will revert to my Department in due course.
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While I will continue to keep developments in relation to this project under review, the Dep-
uty will appreciate that the issue of allocating funding to the project in 2015 is one that will fall 
to be addressed in the context of the Estimates and Budgetary processes that are now under way.

17/09/2014WRLLL04650Inland Waterways Maintenance

17/09/2014WRLLL047001748. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht ,fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 412 of 30 April 2014, if she will provide an update on the 
reopening of the Royal Canal towpath from Jones Road to Drumcondra Road which has been 
closed for nearly 12 months due to flooding damage; if the timeline for works to be completed 
by Waterways Ireland is still prior to early autumn 2014; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [32986/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL04800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am 
informed by Waterways Ireland that responses to a request for tenders for works to repair the 
towpath from Jones Road to Drumcondra Road are currently being assessed. It is anticipated 
that the contract for the works will be awarded later this month, subject to resolution of any is-
sues which might potentially arise in the “stand-still period” to be observed prior to the formal 
award of the contract. The estimated contract period for the works is eight weeks.

17/09/2014WRLLL04850Heritage Sites

17/09/2014WRLLL049001749. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will outline the progress of the following sites on the tentative list of sites which Ireland 
intends to consider for nomination to the World Heritage List: the Burren, early medieval mo-
nastic sites at Clonmacnoise, Durrow, Glendalough, Inis Cealtra, Kells and Monasterboice and 
the Western Stone Forts; if she will outline progress made in advancing their nomination to the 
World Heritage List since 2010; if their nomination to the World Heritage List is still envisaged; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33016/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL05000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Follow-
ing a public consultation process and consideration by an expert advisory group, a new World 
Heritage List Tentative List for Ireland was approved and submitted to UNESCO in March 
2010 containing the following sites:

- The Burren;

- The Céide Fields and the North West Mayo Boglands;

- The Monastic City of Clonmacnoise and its Cultural Landscape;

- The Historic City of Dublin;

- Early Medieval Monastic Sites (including Clonmacnoise, Durrow, Glendalough, Inis Ceal-
tra, Kells and Monasterboice);

- The Royal Sites of Ireland (Cashel, Dún Ailinne, Hill of Uisneach, Rathcroghan Complex, 
Tara Complex and, potentially, Eamhain Macha in Co. Armagh); and

- The Western Stone Forts.

The nomination of a property to the World Heritage List is a significant undertaking that 
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requires the development of comprehensive nomination documentation, including a manage-
ment plan for the property.  Following submission of a nomination to UNESCO, it is evaluated 
by three advisory bodies:

- the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS);

- the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN); and

- the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 
Property(ICCROM).

Once the site has been evaluated, the intergovernmental World Heritage Committee makes 
the final decision regarding the site’s inclusion on the World Heritage List.  

My Department’s policy, which mirrors that of UNESCO, is that nominations for world her-
itage status must be driven in the first instance by local authorities and communities.  Against 
that background, my Department hosted a seminar in September 2013 for local authorities and 
community representatives from the areas of the sites on Ireland’s current Tentative List to 
gauge the level of interest in the potential nominations and to clarify the significant research and 
other requirements involved in preparing nomination documentation.  

Discussions have subsequently taken place in relation to all the sites on the Tentative List. 
Progress has been most marked in relation to the proposed nominations of the Burren and the 
Royal Sites of Ireland where it would appear that there is sufficient support at this stage for 
undertaking the nomination process.  My Department will work with stakeholders to consider 
the next steps in these cases and will also work with representatives of other Tentative List sites 
where there is an interest in pursuing the nomination process.

17/09/2014WRLLL05050National Monuments

17/09/2014WRLLL051001750. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further 
to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 425 to 428, inclusive, of 15 July 2014, when agreeing to the 
erection of a replacement fence around the perimeter of the Drumanagh promontory fort and 
for works to improve the pasture of the site, if she took into account the fact that the consent 
will effectively severely restrict and curtail the coastal walk between Rush and Loughshinny, 
County Dublin, that has been enjoyed by thousands every week for decades, curtailing the ap-
preciation and enjoyment of the deep history and heritage of the area for this and future genera-
tions. [33097/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL05200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I refer 
the Deputy to the reply to Question Nos. 425, 426 and 428 on 15 July 2014.

My primary role, as Minister, under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004 is the protec-
tion of Ireland’s archaeological heritage. Ministerial consent is required under the Acts for any 
works within, around or in proximity to a national monument.  It was in that context that the 
consent was given to the landowner for the replacement of the perimeter fence at Drumanagh 
Promontory Fort. The consent application was founded on facilitating agricultural use of the 
site by the landowner and protecting it from alleged incidences of anti-social behaviour, includ-
ing use of motorcycles on the vulnerable earthen ramparts of the national monument as well as 
fires being set in and around the Martello Tower.

Any question of public access to the site is a matter for the landowner involved.  I under-
stand, however, that discussions on this issue have been taking place between the landowner 
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and Fingal County Council.

17/09/2014WRLLL05250Commemorative Events

17/09/2014WRLLL053001751. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will consider the establishment of a national holiday on an annual basis to commemorate 
the Easter Rising of 1916 by designating Easter Monday or 24 April as Ireland’s independence 
day. [33179/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL053501764. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans for the commemoration of the centenary of the 1916 Rising; the number of events planned 
for 2016 and a calendar of same; the level of public involvement in the preparations to date and 
in the events that are planned; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34147/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL05375Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose 
to take Questions Nos 1751 and 1764  together.

At the Deputies will be aware, an inclusive and detailed programme of events for the com-
memoration of the 1916 Rising is being developed with a view to having a draft programme 
available in the autumn, which would be subject to consultation before finalisation.

Through consultation with the Oireachtas All-Party Working Group on Commemorations 
and the Advisory Group on Commemorations, I will be seeking to prioritise ideas that are of 
educational and historical value, especially those which provide a lasting legacy, and are appro-
priate in tone, balance and scale to the events being commemorated. The issue of involvement 
at community and local authority level will also be a priority for me. As ever, I am interested in 
receiving any ideas in this regard from Members of this House.

With regard to the designation of Easter Monday 2016, as referred to, aspects of this propos-
al have been considered by the All-Party Working Group on Commemorations, which agreed 
that it would need further development before it merited consideration by Government. The 
Group also suggested that a once-off national holiday marking the centenary of the Easter Ris-
ing in 2016 would be worthy of serious consideration.  Any such proposals will ultimately be a 
matter for consideration by the Government in the context of approving a draft programme of 
events for the commemoration of the 1916 Rising, as referred to above.

As has been mentioned previously, a number of flagship capital projects have been identi-
fied as priorities for completion by Easter 2016. These include the development of a suitable 
permanent facility for the military service pensions archive, the renovation of Kilmainham 
courthouse to enhance the visitor experience at Kilmainham Gaol, the development of a per-
manent exhibition space and interpretative centre at the GPO, the development of visitor facili-
ties at Teach an Phiarsaigh, Ros Muc, as well as the renovation of Richmond Barracks and the 
development of a Tenement Museum. These initiatives are moving ahead.

17/09/2014WRLLL05388Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRLLL054001752. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of staff who retired, left or otherwise departed from their employment from 1 July 
2013 to 31 December 2013, and the expected annual savings arising therefrom; the number of 
staff expected to leave in 2014, and the annual expected savings therefrom; the number of staff 
expected to leave in 2015, and the annual savings therefrom; the number of staff expected to 
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leave in 2016, and the annual savings therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33198/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL05500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
number of staff who ceased employment in my Department, or are expected to cease their em-
ployment, during the periods in question and the associated annual savings are summarised in 
the table below. 

Period No of Staff Ceasing employment Associated annual salary saving 
€000’s

2013 Jul - Dec 8 365
2014 9 629
2015* 11 553
2016* 8 350
*estimated

17/09/2014WRLLL05650Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRLLL057001753. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of new staff employed since 1 July 2013 up to 31 December 2013 and the expected 
annual costs arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2014 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2015 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; the expected number to be employed in 2016 and the estimated 
annual cost arising therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33215/14]

17/09/2014WRLLL05800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the 
Deputy will be aware, my Department is subject to the Moratorium on Public Sector recruit-
ment.  The position in relation to the employment of permanent staff by my Department during 
the period July 2013 to December 2014 is summarised in the following table. Ministerial ap-
pointments, annual seasonal staff or staff taken on contract are not included. 

Period No. of staff recruited Gross annual salary 
cost€000’s

Jul 2013 –Dec 213 1 71
Jan – Aug 2014 2 102
Total 3 173
There are no definitive proposals at present for further recruitment of permanent staff in the 

remainder of 2014, 2015 or 2016, but these matters are kept under constant review in light of 
evolving business needs.  

For the sake of completeness, I should add that the position of Director of the National 
Archives has been advertised by the Public Appointment Service and it is expected that a new 
Director will be appointed before the end of this year.

17/09/2014WRLLL05850Arts Funding

17/09/2014WRLLL059001754. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding funding; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33251/14]
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17/09/2014WRLLL06000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Primary 
responsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels throughout the country is devolved to 
the Arts Council.  The Council is funded by my Department and is statutorily independent in 
its day-to-day operations, including funding decisions.  In 2014, the Arts Council received an 
allocation of almost €57 million.  Details of all funding provided by the Arts Council to arts 
practitioners, arts groups and venues, including arts centres, are available on the Council’s web-
site at www.artscouncil.ie.  With regard to my own Department, the position is that there is no 
scheme available at present from which the project referred to by the Deputy could be funded 
and it is not anticipated that my Department will be in a position to offer financial support to 
any new major capital project in 2014.

17/09/2014WRMMM00150Deer Hunting

17/09/2014WRMMM002001755. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of deer hunting letting agreements that were issued in the past ten years; the number of 
deer hunting letting agreements that were issued to north Tipperary resident hunters during the 
same period; the number of the lettings that were issued to incumbent lease holders or stalking 
permit holders; the number of leases that have been issued to same parties on more than one 
occasion; the number of hunters that were authorised to hunt on more than two lettings; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [33341/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Deer 
are protected under the Wildlife Acts and may only be hunted under an annual licence granted 
by my Department. Applicants for deer hunting licences are required to provide information 
to my Department regarding the lands over which they are entitled to hunt or have sporting 
rights. However, my Department does not approve these local agreements and therefore does 
not have the data requested by the Deputy. Some applicants for deer hunting licences would 
have permissions to hunt on more than two locations but the number of such applicants is not 
readily available.  My Department has issued some 4,500 deer hunting licences annually in 
recent years, of which 310 licences were issued in the 2013/14 season to residents in County 
Tipperary.

17/09/2014WRMMM00350National Museum

17/09/2014WRMMM004001756. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
steps she is taking to appoint a zoological and insect curator at the Natural History Museum; her 
plans to reopen the upper floor of the museum; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33539/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the 
Deputy may be aware, whilst my Department provides funding to National Museum of Ireland, 
the board of that institution is responsible for all operational matters, including recruitment, 
and I have no direct function in these matters.  The moratorium on recruitment within the pub-
lic service applies to the National Museum in like manner to Government Departments, State 
bodies and non-commercial agencies, including all of the National Cultural Institutions.  Any 
applications for exemptions from the moratorium are dealt with by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform on a case by case basis in the context of the overall Employment Con-
trol Frameworks for the relevant institutions and/or organisation.  

In this context, I am given to understand that the Museum has recently carried out a com-
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prehensive staff restructuring review and the outcome of this is currently the subject of ongo-
ing discussions between management at the Museum, officials within my Department and the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform with a view to determining how it might best be 
implemented within current financial and staffing number constraints.

My Department, the National Museum and the OPW remain conscious of the need to seek 
to provide full public access to the upper balcony levels of the Natural History Museum.  The 
original development proposals in this regard included a plan to build a new structure beside the 
Museum, which would include a lift and provide universal access to all levels. Unfortunately, 
given the change in the Exchequer circumstances, it has not been possible to proceed in full 
with these proposals.  

A programme of capital refurbishment works was completed in 2010 to facilitate the reopen-
ing of the Museum after a period of closure of almost 3 years. There is currently a management 
system in place to facilitate controlled supervised access to the balconies and my Department, 
the Museum and the OPW continue to explore all available means of providing access to the 
upper levels in the Museum at a reasonable cost.

17/09/2014WRMMM00550National Museum

17/09/2014WRMMM006001757. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will lift the cap on the recruitment of new staff at the Natural History Museum; and her 
views on the impact the level of staffing is having on the operation of the museum. [33566/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the 
Deputy may be aware, whilst my Department provides funding to National Museum of Ireland, 
the board of that institution is responsible for all operational matters, including recruitment, 
and I have no direct function in these matters.  The moratorium on recruitment within the pub-
lic service applies to the National Museum in like manner to Government Departments, State 
bodies and non-commercial agencies, including all of the National Cultural Institutions.  Any 
applications for exemptions from the moratorium are dealt with by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform on a case by case basis in the context of the overall Employment Con-
trol Frameworks for the relevant institutions and/or organisation.  

In this context, I am given to understand that the Museum has recently carried out a com-
prehensive staff restructuring review and the outcome of this is currently the subject of ongo-
ing discussions between management at the Museum, officials within my Department and the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform with a view to determining how it might best be 
implemented within current financial and staffing number constraints.

17/09/2014WRMMM00750Hare Coursing

17/09/2014WRMMM008001758. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will grant licences for hare coursing for the 2014/2015 season; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33567/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM009001759. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will be granting any hare coursing licences in the coming season. [33578/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 1758 and 1759 together.
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Licences under the Wildlife Acts were issued by my Department on 15 August last to the 
Irish Coursing Club on behalf of its affiliated clubs to facilitate the tagging and capturing of 
hares for the purpose of hare coursing for the 2014/15 coursing season.   

The control of live hare coursing, including the operation of individual coursing meetings 
and managing the use of hares for that activity, is carried out under the Greyhound Industry Act 
1958, which is the responsibility of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Hare 
coursing is administered by the Irish Coursing Club, which is a body set up under the Grey-
hound Industry Act 1958. 

Where resources allow, officials of my Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service 
attend coursing meetings, on a spot-check basis, to monitor compliance with conditions of the 
licences granted by my Department. These conditions have been developed and refined over a 
number of years and cover a range of items, including the provision of data on hare captures and 
releases, having a veterinary surgeon in attendance at a coursing meeting, complying with Irish 
Coursing Club directives, co-operating with my Department’s staff and allowing only coursing 
club members to be involved in catching hares. My Department also receives reports from the 
Irish Coursing Club control stewards and veterinary surgeons in attendance on the day of hare 
coursing meetings.

17/09/2014WRMMM01050Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

17/09/2014WRMMM011001760. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when pay-
ment of bog compensation will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33663/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An ap-
plication for compensation, under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme, has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.  I am 
advised that a payment of €1,500 in respect of Year 1 of 15 (2012) and a payment of €1,518 in 
respect of Year 2 of 15 (2013) have been made to this applicant. In addition, a once-off payment 
of €500 has been made to the applicant in respect of the signing of a legal agreement under this 
scheme.  Payments to qualifying applicants in respect of 2014 are currently being processed.

17/09/2014WRMMM01250Census of Population Publication

17/09/2014WRMMM013001761. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans to release the 1926 census ahead of centenary celebrations of 1916; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33957/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the 
Deputy is aware, the Programme for Government contains a commitment ‘to enable publica-
tion of the 1926 census’. The project is not a 1916 Commemoration project per se, but seeks to 
build on the success of the digitisation of the 1901-1911 Census returns and other digitisation 
projects in the National Archives.  A 1926 Census Working Group, comprising officials from 
my Department, the National Archives and the Central Statistics Office (CSO), has examined 
this complex project to determine what issues need to be addressed and resources put in place 
to move the project forward. 

As the Deputy may be aware, under the relevant legislation - the Statistics Act 1993 - cen-
sus data must be withheld for 100 years. To release the records before the expiry of 100 years 
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would require a major change in legislation and policy.  I am advised that such a change could 
prejudice and undermine the ongoing collection of national statistics data.  

Accordingly, following discussions with the CSO, it is considered that the next steps should 
address the issue of the extensive preparatory work that will be required - in advance of the 
legal restriction being resolved - to facilitate the release of the data into the public domain. The 
CSO and the National Archives have agreed to facilitate such preparatory work and a steering 
committee, chaired by my Department, has met to progress these plans.

17/09/2014WRMMM01450Departmental Functions

17/09/2014WRMMM015001762. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of administrative arrangements, as opposed to contracts for service, her Department 
is a party to; if she will provide in tabular form the party or parties to the administrative ar-
rangement; the duration of these administrative arrangements; the cost recovery value of these 
administrative arrangements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33997/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I un-
derstand that the Deputy is referring to administrative arrangements relating to the delivery of 
services which could potentially be considered for delivery through contracts for service to be 
awarded following a competitive tender process.

I am advised that my Department is not party to any such administrative arrangements.

17/09/2014WRMMM01650Foras na Gaeilge

17/09/2014WRMMM017001763. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Fergus O’Dowd den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta freagra a thabhairt do na hAistritheoiri Cailithe; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  
[34097/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM018001767. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Michael P. Kitt den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén fáth a bhfuair níos mó ná céad aistritheoir atá ar Phainéal na nAistritheoirí Gaeilge a bhfuil 
an Séala acu ríomhphost á rá go mbeidh an cháilíocht atá acu mar aistritheoirí, an Séala crei-
diúnaithe, á bhaint de gach duine a fuair an cháilíocht roimh 2013; cén fáth a gcaithfidh na hais-
tritheoirí seo an scrúdú a athshuí, cén uair a mbeidh tuilleadh eolais ar fáil; agus an ndéanfaidh 
sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [34342/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM019001781. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Robert Dowds den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an féidir léi a shoiléiriú cén fáth ar seoladh ríomhphost chuig 100 duine ar bronnadh an Séala 
Creidiúnaithe d’Aistritheoirí orthu roimh 2013, á rá go bhfuil an Séala sin á bhaint uathu de 
réir cinneadh de chuid Foras na Gaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [34155/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM02000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Tógfaidh mé Ceisteanna Uimh 1763, 1781 agus 1767 le chéile.

I dtosach báire, caithfidh mé a threisiú gur ceist oibríochtúil í seo d’Fhoras na Gaeilge.  Ba 
chóir dom a mhíniú fosta nach cáilíocht san aistriúchán atá sa chóras creidiúnaithe de chuid Fo-
ras na Gaeilge seo ach dearbhú i leith caighdeán oibre an aistritheora. Go bunúsach, d’fhorbair 
Foras na Gaeilge an córas creidiúnaithe d’aistritheoirí ar mhaithe le hardchaighdeáin in earnáil 
an aistriúcháin a chinntiú. 

Tuigtear dom ó Fhoras na Gaeilge gur cuireadh in iúl do na haistritheoirí a bhain amach an 
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séala roimh 2013 go mbeadh athchreidiúnú le déanamh acu sa todhchaí.  Tar éis athbhreithniú a 
dhéanamh ar an gcóras le gairid, cuireadh in iúl do na haistritheoirí sin go rachadh an séala atá 
acu in éag ag deireadh na bliana 2015 ach go gcuirfí scrúdú athchreidiúnaithe ar bun i mbliana 
agus arís in 2015.  

Tuigtear dom ó Fhoras na Gaeilge go bhfuil an córas athchreidiúnaithe seo agus an scrúdú a 
reáchtáladh in 2013 bunaithe ar an bhonn nach mbeidh athnuachan trí scrúdú athchreidiúnaithe 
le déanamh feasta ag na haistritheoirí atá i gceist. Sna cúinsí nach mbeidh ach scrúdú amháin le 
déanamh ag aistritheoirí feasta, tá moltaí á meas faoi láthair ag Foras na Gaeilge i ndáil leis na 
féidearthachtaí atá ann chun ardchaighdeán na hearnála aistriúcháin a chinntiú, mar shampla trí 
fhianaise a chur ar fáil ag léiriú taithí agus caighdeán oibre sa réimse seo ar bhonn rialta. Tuig-
tear dom go bhfuil Foras na Gaeilge ag dul i ndáil chomhairle leis na haistritheoirí faoi láthair 
maidir leis na moltaí seo.

  Question No. 1764 answered with Question No. 1751.

17/09/2014WRMMM02250Heritage Sites

17/09/2014WRMMM023001765. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to invest in the tourism potential of the An Grianán of Aileach fort at Burt, 
County Donegal as a site of similar historic importance to the Hill of Tara and with stunning 
scenic views of the surrounding landscape, including five counties in Ulster. [34201/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM02400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): While 
the promotion of Ireland as a tourist designation is primarily a matter for Tourism Ireland and 
the development of tourism is the responsibility of Ireland’s National Tourism Development 
Authority, Fáilte Ireland, I am committed to availing of every possible opportunity to project a 
positive global image for Ireland.

The unique qualities of Ireland’s national heritage play a significant role in enhancing and 
projecting Ireland’s image abroad, and in supporting economic renewal through cultural and 
heritage tourism and in downstream opportunities, such as in the retail, catering and accom-
modation sectors.  The latest Fáilte Ireland figures show that over 3.7 million overseas visitors 
engaged in cultural or historical visits while in Ireland in 2013.  Over 2.4 million tourists visited 
historic houses or castles, while over 1.5 million visited our archaeological monuments. I also 
understand that in 2013 there were in excess of 4.1 million visitors to heritage sites where the 
Office of Public Works (OPW) provides a guide service, up from 3.7 million in 2012.

An Grianán of Aileach is a national monument in my guardianship, as Minister for Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht, under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004.  As such, it enjoys 
the full range of protections afforded by those Acts, including a provision that any works at, or 
in proximity to it, are subject to my prior written consent, as Minister.

National monuments in State care are managed by the OPW.  The role of the OPW includes 
carrying out conservation works at national monuments with the aid of capital funding provided 
by my Department to support this programme and, in turn, the promotion and presentation of 
the State’s heritage portfolio throughout the country.

17/09/2014WRMMM02450Arts Funding

17/09/2014WRMMM025001766. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans 
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to increase the amount of capital funding available for arts institutions and projects given the 
challenges facing organisations in maintaining and expanding operations. [34219/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM02600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Funding 
for the arts, culture and film represents a significant contribution not only to sustaining the arts 
and national cultural institutions but also for job creation. The Government has reaffirmed its 
commitment to improving the economy and to helping to create jobs. My Department and the 
sectors it represents will make a significant contribution to this work over the course of 2014 
and into 2015.  Within the current Exchequer constraints, investment in the arts, heritage, cul-
ture and creative sectors is more important than ever, having regard to the employment intensity 
of these sectors. While I know the Deputy appreciates the funding difficulties facing all Depart-
ments at this time, he can be assured that I remain committed to securing the best possible level 
of funding for these sectors.

  Question No. 1767 answered with Question No. 1763.

  Question No. 1768 answered with Question No. 1743.

17/09/2014WRMMM02850Clár Forbartha Tuaithe

17/09/2014WRMMM029001769. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén plé a bhí aici leis an Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil, i rith an dá mhí seo caite, 
maidir le seachadadh chlár LEADER sa Ghaeltacht agus ar na hoileáin; ar thóg sí an cheist leis 
an Aire maidir le clár LEADER a sheachadadh trí Ghaeilge sa Ghaeltacht, agus maidir lena 
thábhachtaí atá sé LAG dá gcuid féin a bheith ag na hoileáin; cén freagra a fuair sí ón Aire 
Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [34491/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM029501770. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
ar mhol sí don Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil go bhféadfadh Údarás na Gael-
tachta, go díreach nó trí fhochomhlacht a bhunú, cláir SICAP agus LEADER a chur ar fáil sa 
Ghaeltacht; más rud é gur mhol, cén freagra a fuair sí ón Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtas 
Áitiúil; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [34492/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM03000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Tógfaidh mé Ceisteanna Uimh. 1769 agus Uimh. 1770 le chéile.

Mar is eol don Teachta, baineann na cláracha LEADER agus SICAP atá luaite aige leis an 
Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil. É sin ráite, is féidir liom a dheimhniú go bhfuil 
mo Roinn i dteagmháil rialta leis an Roinn sin maidir le seachadadh na gclár sin sa Ghaeltacht 
agus ar na hoileáin.    

Comhairlítear dom go bhfuil an Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil sásta 
breathnú ar Údarás na Gaeltachta mar chomhpháirtí an-tábhachtach ar Ghrúpaí Gníomhaíoch-
ta Áitiúla áirithe agus go ndéanfar breithniú ar an ról a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ag an Údarás i 
seachadadh gníomhaíochtaí LEADER i gceantair Ghaeltachta ar son na ngrúpaí sin. Tuigtear 
dom fosta go bhfuil an Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil ag moladh do na pobail 
Ghaeltachta agus oileán a chinntiú go dtéann siad i ngleic go hiomlán le próisis forbartha na 
Straitéise Forbartha Áitiúil dá limistéir féin, lena chinntiú go dtugtar aghaidh go hiomlán ar na 
hábhair is cúraim dóibh.

Dá bhrí sin, tá mé dóchasach go mbeifear ábalta teacht ar shocrú sásúil a chinnteoidh go 
mbeidh Údarás na Gaeltachta, go díreach nó go hindíreach, ag tacú le seachadadh na gclár 
LEADER agus SICAP sa Ghaeltacht.
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17/09/2014WRMMM03150Cumarsáid Aireachta

17/09/2014WRMMM033001771. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén líon agallamh i nGaeilge atá déanta aici agus ag a hAirí Stáit, ó ceapadh iad i mí Iúil, leis 
na meáin seo a leanas: TG4, Raidió na Gaeltachta, Raidió na Life, Raidió Fáilte (Béal Feirste), 
RTÉ Raidió 1, agus bealaí teilifíse RTÉ 1 agus 2; cé na dátaí ar a craoladh na hagallaimh; cén 
fad a lean gach agallamh agus cén t-ábhar a bhí ann; agus, i ngach cás, arbh agallamh beo nó 
agallamh réamhthaifeadta a bhí i gceist; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [34493/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM03400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Mar a 
thuigfidh an Teachta, bíonn agallaimh agam le meáin chraoltóireachta éagsúla ó am go ham i 
ndáil le raon ábhar.  Déantar cuid de na hagallaimh seo a chraoladh beo agus bíonn gá leis go 
ndéantar roinnt díobh a thaifeadadh roimh ré, ar mhaithe leis an eagraíocht meán a éascú nó mar 
gheall ar mo chuid dualgais féin.  Go dtí seo tá na hagallaimh sin tugtha agam i mBéarla.  Bíonn 
agallaimh ag an Aire Stáit Joe McHugh agus ag an Aire Stáit Aodhán Ó Ríordáin leis na meáin 
freisin agus tuigim go dtugann siad i mBéarla nó i nGaeilge iad, ag brath ar an eagraíocht atá i 
gceist.  Ó tharla go bhfuil gach agallamh leis na comhlachtaí go léir atá liostaithe ag an Teachta 
craolta cheana, tá na sonraí atá á n-iarraidh ag an Teachta ar fáil go poiblí agus, dá bharr sin, 
ní measaim gur fiú an costas a bheadh i gceist leis na sonraí atá de dhíth a aimsiú agus a chur 
i láthair.  Tá na hagallaimh atá i gceist le fáil trí na comhlachtaí meán faoi seach agus tá cuid 
mhór acu le fáil ar líne. Má tá suim ag an Teachta in agallamh faoi leith, áfach, bheinn sásta 
tuilleadh sonraí a chur ar fáil dó ach teagmháil a dhéanamh liom i ndáil leis.

17/09/2014WRMMM03450Íocaíochtaí Deontas

17/09/2014WRMMM034871772. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén líon scoláirí ar íocadh deontas ina leith faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge gach bliain 
ó 1997 go 2014 (go dáta) arna bhriseadh síos de réir contae; cén méid iomlán bliantúil a íocadh, 
gach bliain acu sin, faoin scéim; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  

17/09/2014WRMMM03600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Tá an t-eolas atá iarrtha ag an Teachta leagtha amach sna táblaí leis seo. Ní miste a 
lua go bhfuil líon na bhfoghlaimeoirí a bhí ar iostas i mbrúnna sa Ghaeltacht agus i dtrí cinn de 
choláistí cónaithe seanbhunaithe taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht curtha san áireamh. Tá líon na 
ndaoine fásta a d’fhreastail ar chúrsaí sa Ghaeltacht curtha san áireamh freisin.  

1997 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 6,370 €451,734
Co. Mhaigh Eo 1,208 €80,184
Co. na Gaillimhe 9,665 €810,959
Co. Chiarraí 2,820 €233,651
Co. Chorcaí 2,054 €160,903
Co. Phort Láirge 968 €73,247
Co. na Mí 385 €32,134
Co. an Chláir 239 €17,477
IOMLÁN 23,709 €1,860,288

1998 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 6,446 €501,758
Co. Mhaigh Eo 1,371 €96,813
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1998 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. na Gaillimhe 9,892 €901,892
Co. Chiarraí 2,808 €250,867
Co. Chorcaí 2,004 €181,300
Co. Phort Láirge 966 €83,973
Co. na Mí 393 €38,162
Co. an Chláir 236 €19,354
IOMLÁN 24,116 €2,074,118

1999 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 6,383 €486,608
Co. Mhaigh Eo 1,378 €97,152
Co. na Gaillimhe 9,686 €885,680
Co. Chiarraí 2,639 €240,102
Co. Chorcaí 1,888 €163,962
Co. Phort Láirge 983 €85,785
Co. na Mí 342 €31,615
Co. an Chláir 252 €20,602
IOMLÁN 23,551 €2,011,506

2000 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 6,642 €588,008
Co. Mhaigh Eo 1,563 €122,663
Co. na Gaillimhe 9,873 €1,014,667
Co. Chiarraí 2,801 €287,378
Co. Chorcaí 1,651 €161,847
Co. Phort Láirge 1,003 €103,183
Co. na Mí 304 €30,492
Co. an Chláir 267 €25,350
IOMLÁN 24,104 €2,333,586

2001 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 6,876 €656,870
Co. Mhaigh Eo 1,938 €170,462
Co. na Gaillimhe 10,189 €1,163,941
Co. Chiarraí 2,744 €312,482
Co. Chorcaí 1,447 €162,654
Co. Phort Láirge 989 €117,162
Co. na Mí 201 €25,359
Co. an Chláir 258 €31,218
IOMLÁN 24,642 €2,640,146

2002 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 6,917 €872,322
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,230 €233,282
Co. na Gaillimhe 10,486 €1,524,948
Co. Chiarraí 2,871 €413,535
Co. Chorcaí 1,368 €194,964
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2002 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Phort Láirge 1,048 €157,269
Co. na Mí 254 €32,347
Co. an Chláir 252 €38,101
IOMLÁN 25,426 €3,466,767

2003 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 6,993 €939,824
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,286 €283,746
Co. na Gaillimhe 9,805 €1,610,009
Co. Chiarraí 2,922 €450,420
Co. Chorcaí 1,415 €242,876
Co. Phort Láirge 934 €163,031
Co. na Mí 211 €35,204
Co. an Chláir 293 €45,008
IOMLÁN 24,859 €3,770,118

2004 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 7,106 €929,881
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,304 €259,910
Co. na Gaillimhe 9,520 €1,558,368
Co. Chiarraí 2,806 €431,322
Co. Chorcaí 1,503 €233,756
Co. Phort Láirge 898 €164,112
Co. na Mí 195 €30,856
Co. an Chláir 245 €29,824
IOMLÁN 24,577 €3,638,030

2005 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 7,024 €1,075,089
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,318 €304,285
Co. na Gaillimhe 9,962 €1,880,263
Co. Chiarraí 2,819 €493,317
Co. Chorcaí 1,620 €272,709
Co. Phort Láirge 1,033 €198,576
Co. na Mí 185 €36,390
Co. an Chláir 242 €0
IOMLÁN 25,203 €4,260,629

2006 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 7,603 €1,196,702
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,269 €330,547
Co. na Gaillimhe 10,442 €2,081,407
Co. Chiarraí 2,882 €538,299
Co. Chorcaí 1,698 €314,232
Co. Phort Láirge 1,092 €223,706
Co. na Mí 183 €36,870
Co. an Chláir 476 €94,390
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2006 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
IOMLÁN 26,645 €4,816,150

2007 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 6,074 €1,021,869
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,354 €347,098
Co. na Gaillimhe 11,469 €2,589,994
Co. Chiarraí 3,148 €645,494
Co. Chorcaí 1,655 €337,418
Co. Phort Láirge 1,157 €258,783
Co. na Mí 179 €39,470
Co. an Chláir 235 €53,330
IOMLÁN 26,271 €5,293,454

2008 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 6,413 €1,050,488
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,734 €431,367
Co. na Gaillimhe 12,449 €2,776,222
Co. Chiarraí 3,002 €608,620
Co. Chorcaí 1,766 €347,130
Co. Phort Láirge 1,333 €287,490
Co. na Mí 194 €42,168
Co. an Chláir 221 €50,001
IOMLÁN 28,112 €5,593,486

2009 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 5,803 €949,637
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,930 €463,690
Co. na Gaillimhe 12,546 €2,835,404
Co. Chiarraí 2,804 €603,711
Co. Chorcaí 1,746 €360,213
Co. Phort Láirge 1,343 €289,286
Co. na Mí 198 €42,410
Co. an Chláir 216 €49,109
IOMLÁN 27,586 €5,593,458

2010 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 5,141 €762,845
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,786 €381,728
Co. na Gaillimhe 11,961 €2,548,891
Co. Chiarraí 2,279 €442,015
Co. Chorcaí 1,393 €273,630
Co. Phort Láirge 1,144 €231,660
Co. na Mí 195 €40,820
Co. an Chláir 221 €46,260
IOMLÁN 25,120 €4,727,849
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2011 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 4,675 €660,226
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,874 €367,251
Co. na Gaillimhe 12,311 €2,472,177
Co. Chiarraí 2,331 €470,503
Co. Chorcaí 1,031 €190,219
Co. Phort Láirge 1,017 €194,291
Co. na Mí 279 €52,953
Co. an Chláir 196 €38,542
IOMLÁN 24,714 €4,446,159

2012 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 4,737 €664,351
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,936 €318,811
Co. na Gaillimhe 11,668 €2,352,816
Co. Chiarraí 2,146 €407,881
Co. Chorcaí 1,019 €120,441
Co. Phort Láirge 893 €119,051
Co. na Mí 278 €51,129
Co. an Chláir 163 €16,945
IOMLÁN 23,840 €4,051,425

2013 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim
Co. Dhún na nGall 4,702 €629,770
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,957 €311,050
Co. na Gaillimhe 10,995 €2,199,580
Co. Chiarraí 2,092 €365,220
Co. Chorcaí 877 €106,337
Co. Phort Láirge 648 €83,021
Co. na Mí 342 €62,092
Co. an Chláir 170 €15,685
IOMLÁN 22,783 €3,772,755

2014 Líon Scoláirí Caiteachas faoin Scéim go 
dtí seo i mbliana

Co. Dhún na nGall 4,057 €624,682
Co. Mhaigh Eo 2,742 €267,793
Co. na Gaillimhe 10,821 €1,936,166
Co. Chiarraí 1,652 €281,218
Co. Chorcaí 777 €89,255
Co. Phort Láirge 687 €76,097
Co. na Mí 345 €56,924
Co. an Chláir 0 €0
IOMLÁN 21,081 €3,332,134

17/09/2014WRMMM03650Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge

17/09/2014WRMMM037001773. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
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an bhfuil sé i gceist aici cúiteamh a thabhairt faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge do na mná 
tí i leith na gcostas breise a bheidh orthu ó 2015 ar aghaidh mar gheall ar na táillí uisce nua atá á 
dtabhairt isteach ag an Rialtas; ar phléigh sí an cheist seo leis an Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus 
Rialtais Áitiúil.  [34495/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM03800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Tá áthas orm a chur in iúl don Teachta go bhfuil i gceist agam leanúint leis an 
gcúnamh atá ar fáil ó mo Roinnse faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge in 2015. Mar chuid 
den ghnáthphlé a bhíonn ar siúl ag an tráth seo gach bliain, beidh cruinniú ag mo Roinn go 
luath le Comhchoiste Náisiúnta na gColáistí Samhraidh, nó CONCOS, mar a thugtar orthu. 
Tá mé cinnte go bpléifear na himpleachtaí ar fad a bheadh ag aon chostais bhreise, táillí uisce 
san áireamh, ar na teaghlaigh atá aitheanta faoin scéim. Má mheastar go gcabhródh sé ceist na 
dtáillí uisce a phlé le páirtithe leasmhara eile, d’fhéadfadh mo Roinn breathnú air seo. Tuigfidh 
an Teachta, ar ndóigh, go mbeidh aon phlé a dhéanfar faoi na nithe seo le tarlú i gcomhthéacs 
na n-acmhainní a chuirfear ar fáil do mo Roinnse ó phróiseas na Meastachán do 2015.

17/09/2014WRMMM03850Foras na Gaeilge

17/09/2014WRMMM039001774. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén cistiú a cuireadh ar fáil d’Fhoras na Gaeilge gach bliain ó 2011 i leith; an bhfuil sé i gceist 
aici an cistiú seo a mhéadú an bhliain seo chugainn.  [34498/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM04000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Is mian liom aird an Teachta a tharraingt ar an bhfreagra a tugadh ar Cheist Dála 
Uimh 116 den 26 Meitheamh 2014.  Léirítear sa tábla seo a leanas an caiteachas iarbhír a rinne 
Foras na Gaeilge ó na hallúntais chómhaoinithe a chuir mo Roinnse ar fáil don eagraíocht le 
linn na tréimhse ó 2011 go 2014:

Bliain 2011
€m

2012
€m

2013
€m

2014
€m

Buiséad 13.494 13.160 12.386 11.519 (meast-
achán)

Ní miste a nótáil nach bhfuil an maoiniú ar leith ó mo Roinnse i ndáil le Clár na Leabhar 
Gaeilge agus Colmcille san áireamh anseo.  

Maidir le 2015, tuigfidh an Teachta go mbraithfidh an buiséad ar phróiseas na Meastachán 
sa dlínse seo agus ar chinneadh na Comhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas i dtráth cuí. Ní miste 
a shoiléiriú, áfach, go bhfuil sé aontaithe cheana féin ag na Ranna Airgeadais sa dá dhlínse go 
gcaithfidh na forais trasteorainn go léir sábháil éifeachtúlachta de 4% ar a laghad a chur i bh-
feidhm in 2015.

17/09/2014WRMMM04050Special Areas of Conservation Designation

17/09/2014WRMMM041001775. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of landowners who availed of the compensation scheme available arising from the des-
ignation of their lands as special areas of conservation; the advice she has received in relation 
to the non-availability of compensation for this designation to affected land owners given that 
the compensation scheme was an integral part of the process of designating these lands as SAC; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34717/14]
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17/09/2014WRMMM04200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Under 
the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, compensation is 
payable from my Department where a person has been refused consent by me, as Minister, for 
a prescribed activity within a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or Special Protection Area 
(SPA) – also known as Natura 2000 sites - that he or she has been legally undertaking in the 
five year period prior to the refusal. Since the introduction of this compensation provision in 
1997, fewer than 20 individual applicants have sought and been paid compensation, and these 
related predominantly to commercial peat extraction.  The Deputy will be aware that a specific 
compensation scheme has been put in place for those affected by the cessation of domestic turf 
cutting on raised bogs selected for designation as SACs. Under the scheme, some 3,000 appli-
cations have been received and over €9m has been paid in compensation to date.

In terms of farming, a small-scale incentivising scheme - the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service Farm Plan Scheme - was made available to landowners in certain SPAs to undertake 
measures above and beyond those necessary to comply with legal requirements. To date, 658 
farm plans have been produced under this scheme. The scheme is generally closed to new ap-
plicants, but payments to farmers who are in contract with my Department will continue until 
their contract expires.  

While my Department has a lead role in relation to the implementation of the Habitats Di-
rective and the Birds Directive, the bulk of available EU and national funding to assist farmers 
in meeting the requirements of these Directives is provided through the rural development pro-
gramme, operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Agri-environmental 
schemes such as REPS and AEOS have provided a range of supports, including payments in 
respect of Natura 2000 sites, to tens of thousands of farmers. The proposed new Green, Low 
carbon Agri-environment scheme (GLAS), to be operated by that Department, makes provision 
for financial supports for agri-environmental actions by farmers in SACs and SPAs.

It should also be noted that in accepting payments under the Single Farm Payment scheme, 
farmers agree to abide by legal requirements and restrictions arising from the designation of 
land within Natura 2000 sites.

17/09/2014WRMMM04250National Museum

17/09/2014WRMMM043001776. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position in relation to the future of the National Museum of Country Life, Turlough, County 
Mayo; if her Department has received correspondence in relation to a funding shortfall at the 
museum; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34725/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM04400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Mu-
seum of Country Life is one of four visitor sites operated by the National Museum of Ireland.  
It is home to the national collection of objects representing the traditional way of life in Ireland 
since 1850 and attracts in the region of 100,000 visitors per annum.  The Museum is a major 
part of the cultural tourism infrastructure in the West of Ireland with an estimated benefit to 
the local economy of €4.5 million through tourism spend, direct and indirect employment and 
expenditure on local products and services.  My Department is in receipt of correspondence 
from the National Museum in relation to the financial situation of the Museum as a whole and 
discussions are ongoing in this regard between my officials and the Museum in the context of 
the 2015 Estimates process. The Deputy may wish to note the clear statement by the Board and 
Director of the National Museum of Ireland to the effect that closure of the Museum of Country 
Life is not contemplated. 
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17/09/2014WRMMM04450Arts Council Funding

17/09/2014WRMMM045001777. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will ensure the Arts Council is adequately funded to support an organisation (details sup-
plied) especially in view of the regional significance of this centre and the role it plays in the 
landscape of film and visual culture in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [34766/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM04600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Respon-
sibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels throughout the country is devolved to the Arts 
Council, which is the principal agency through which State funding is channelled to the arts. 
Under the Arts Act 2003, the Arts Council is a statutorily independent body, funded by my De-
partment and independent in its day-to-day operations, and I am precluded by statute from any 
role in relation to its individual funding decisions.

17/09/2014WRMMM04650Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRMMM047001778. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the total number of new appointments made in her Department and those bodies under 
her remit since March 2011 to date in 2014, with a breakdown of the grade to which they were 
appointed during the period. [35115/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM04800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the 
Deputy will be aware, my Department is subject to the moratorium on public sector recruit-
ment.  Since its establishment in June 2011, a total of 4 new appointments have been made by 
my Department (1 Principal Officer, 1 Assistant Principal Officer, 1 Service Officer and 1 Gen-
eral Operative). This figure does not include seasonal or Ministerial appointments.

As summarised in Table 1 below, 23 appointments have been made in bodies funded from 
my Department’s Vote Group during this period. A further 21 appointments have been made to 
North South Bodies, summarised in Table 2 below. As the Deputy will be aware, North South 
bodies are not subject to the Employment Control Framework.  These figures do not include 
seasonal appointments.

Table 1 Bodies funded from my Department’s Vote Group 

Body  Appointments 
Irish Film Board (2) 1 CEO1 Legal and Business Affairs Execu-

tive 
Arts Council (3) 1 Director

2 Assistant Principal Officer
Chester Beatty Library (2) 1 Director 

1 Curator of East Asian Collections 
Crawford Art Gallery (2) 1 Gallery Secretary

1 Operations Manager 
IMMA (1) 1 Director
Údarás na Gaeltachta (2) 1 CEO1 Solicitor
National Gallery of Ireland (4) 1 Director

2 Senior Attendant 
1 Executive Officer
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Body  Appointments 
National Concert Hall (6) 1 Director 

1 Clerical Officer
1 Receptionist
3 Assistant Principal Officer

Heritage Council Nil
National Museum of Ireland (1) 1 Director
National Library of Ireland Nil
Table 2 North/South Bodies 

Waterways Ireland (7) 1 CEO
4 General Operatives
1 Manual Fitter/Welder
1 Boatperson

The Ulster-Scots Agency (5) 1 PA to CEO
1 Grants Admin Assistant
1 Finance Officer
1 Accountant
1 Director of Corporate Services 

Foras na Gaeilge (9) 1 Deputy Chief Executive Officer
1 Office Secretary (Belfast)
1 Engineer Grade III
1 Higher Executive Officer
1 Executive Officer
3 Clerical Officer
1 Warehouse Officer 

17/09/2014WRMMM04850Departmental Staff Remuneration

17/09/2014WRMMM049001779. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of public sector employees under her remit who are subject to a freeze on their incre-
ment payment in 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35129/14]

17/09/2014WRMMM05000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A total of 
49 staff in my Department and 124 in the bodies funded from my Department’s Vote Group, are 
subject to a freeze in the payment of increments due in 2014, as provided for under the terms of 
the Haddington Road Agreement.

17/09/2014WRMMM05050Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2014WRMMM051001780. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of civil servants, public servants and semi-State employees in her Department on career 
break at the time of the Haddington Road agreement who lost their right to return to their old 
positions; of these, the number who have since been offered redeployment opportunities; the 
number who availed of suitable redeployment opportunities; the number who terminated their 
employment; the number who have been accommodated with supernumerary positions after 
being on redeployment lists of over one year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[35140/14]
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17/09/2014WRMMM05200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the 
Deputy will be aware the Civil Service Career Break Scheme explicitly provides that staff may 
be required to accept assignment to a different post on their return to work.

The information requested by the Deputy in respect of my Department and the bodies fund-
ed from my Department’s Vote Group in relation to those staff, on career break on 1 July who 
were due to return to work to date is summarised below.

Of the eight staff of my Department who were on career breaks on 1 July 2013, five were 
due to return to work in the period from 1 July 2013 to date and three have done so, with two 
others choosing to resign.

Of the twenty-five staff employed by bodies under the aegis of my Department who were on 
career breaks on 1 July 2013, six were due to work in the period from 1 July 2013 to date. While 
one officer confirmed their resignation, five have returned to work, two on a supernumerary 
basis. I am further advised that one of these latter two officers had been placed on a redeploy-
ment panel prior to their return to work and that this officer remains on the redeployment panel.

  Question No. 1781 answered with Question No. 1763.


