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      Questions Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 8 to 53, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 54 to 64, inclusive, answered orally.

08/07/2014WRA00450Preschool Services

08/07/2014WRA0050065. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide a commitment that the early start preschool scheme that currently exists in 40 DEIS 
schools on a pilot basis will remain in place; that the scheme will be extended on a permanent 
basis to all DEIS schools within the lifetime of this Government; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [29401/14]

08/07/2014WRA00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has just pub-
lished a Focussed Policy Assessment of the Early Start pre-school programme.  The assess-
ment indicates that the programme continues to serve the needs of children who are in need of 
additional supports to develop to their full potential.  The programme has particular benefits 
in fostering children’s social, emotional and cognitive development, and in engaging parents 
in their children’s learning.  Recommendations are made to strengthen the future operation of 
the programme.  These include measures to provide professional development opportunities 
for those working in Early Start units and the establishment of advisory groups in each unit 
to include parents.  Implementation of these recommendations, in partnership with key stake-
holders, will ensure that the Early Start programme continues to be my Department’s flagship 
initiative in the pre-school sector.  In the current financial climate there are no plans to extend 
the programme beyond the 40 units that currently operate in areas of urban disadvantage.

08/07/2014WRA00650Third Level Quality Assurance Compliance

08/07/2014WRA0070066. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide de-
tails of the linkage agreement between Dublin City University and All Hallows; and if he will 
confirm that this agreement includes QQI approval for DCU to validate adult learning bachelor 
of arts degrees.  [29369/14]

08/07/2014WRA00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Dublin City University (DCU) 
is an approved institution under the Higher Education Authority (HEA) and is an autonomous 
institution whose operational affairs are matters for the Governing Authority.  All Hallows is a 
private college and is not an approved institution under the HEA. 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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My Department, or the HEA, had no role in the linkage agreement.  However I understand 
that it comprises collaboration and liaison whilst preserving and reserving the two institutions 
independent, legal identities.  The Agreement provides that there be exclusivity of accreditation 
by DCU of all the College’s courses leading to credit awards and that DCU shall confer, grant 
or give degrees, diplomas, certificates or other educational awards to students of All Hallows 
who satisfactorily complete prescribed courses of study and/or research at undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels. 

 Under the Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and Training) Act 2012 the 
relationship between DCU and All Hallows is that of linked provider.

08/07/2014WRA00850Construction Contracts

08/07/2014WRA0090067. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the investigations 
that have taken place into employment practices on construction sites of educational facilities, 
such as St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra and others, where trade unions have alleged they are 
prevented from going on site and black economy practices are taking place.  [29392/14]

08/07/2014WRA01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Authorities in St. Pat-
rick’s, Drumcondra, have raised issues referred to by the Deputy with the principal contractor.  
I have also written to the principal contractor concerned in relation to the allegations.  Contrac-
tors Administration Services (CAS) has been appointed by my Department to, inter alia, inves-
tigate allegations concerning compliance with pay and conditions provisions of Public Works 
contracts.  The Authorities in St. Patrick’s have requested the principal contractor to allow CAS 
to enter the site and carry out an investigation into these particular allegations.  CAS previously 
visited the site in October 2013.  It carried out compliance checks at that time.  No major issues 
were identified.  My Department deals with similar allegations relating to other constructions 
sites in a similar manner.  My Department also contacted NERA in March when the concerns 
referred to by the Deputy regarding St. Patrick’s were originally raised.

08/07/2014WRA01050Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/07/2014WRA0110068. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills in relation to sec-
tion 4 of Circular 0030/2014, if children are expected to assist in catering for the care needs of 
their fellow pupils who have special educational needs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29253/14]

08/07/2014WRA01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Circular 0030/2014 does not 
state that children are expected to assist in catering for the care needs of pupils who have special 
educational needs.  The Circular states that for a child to require or qualify for access to SNA 
support a child must have an assessed disability and the care needs outlined must be of such 
significance that they are beyond that which would normally be expected to be provided to a 
child by the child’s class teacher, support teacher, or other school teachers, or beyond the level 
of assistance which could be offered to the student by his/or her fellow pupils in school.  The 
Circular provides details of the significant care needs for which SNA support will be provided.  
Over 10,900 SNAs are being allocated to schools to support children with special educational 
needs for the coming school year.  This is significantly more than has ever been allocated pre-
viously.   All pupils who have been assessed as requiring SNA support to attend school for the 
coming school year will receive access to SNA support.
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08/07/2014WRA01250Quality and Qualifications Ireland Accreditation

08/07/2014WRA0130069. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he 
envisages that the QQI will determine the fees that will apply to the providers with which it 
engages; his views on whether the fees could possibly reach up to €5,000; if this is the case, his 
views on whether such a high level of fees chargeable to legacy providers would make them 
financially unsustainable; if he will grant a waiver for community education providers in such 
circumstances in relation to fees for FETAC delivery under QQI; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [29004/14]

08/07/2014WRA01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that Quality 
and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) is due to publish its policy in relation to re-engagement with 
its providers shortly.  Re-engagement, or the formal agreement of quality assurance (QA) with 
QQI, is a requirement for legacy providers under the 2012 Act.  It will happen only once for a 
provider; thereafter the provider will have to undergo periodic review of the effectiveness of its 
QA procedures.  The re-engagement process will allow providers to demonstrate their capacity 
in respect of the development, ownership and implementation of their QA procedures, includ-
ing the development of programmes and assessment of learners.  The fees involved have not 
yet been determined.  I will consider the proposed levels of fee and any associated issues when 
the proposal is made.

Overseas Students Data

08/07/2014WRB0010070. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
that has been made on increasing the numbers of international students studying here, as com-
mitted to in the programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29231/14]

08/07/2014WRB00200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government is strongly 
committed to promoting Ireland as a centre for international education through implementation 
of Investing in Global Relationships: Ireland’s International Education Strategy and rollout of 
the Education in Ireland brand internationally by Enterprise Ireland.  Since the publication of 
the strategy, there has been 36% growth in full-time non-EEA students in institutions report-
ing data to the HEA.  The first Higher Education System Performance report published by the 
HEA notes that “the higher education system is broadly on target to have international students 
accounting for 15% of total full-time student numbers by 2020.”  The HEA also indicates that 
the system is showing strong alignment with the priority markets set by the High Level Group 
on International Education, with 45% of international students coming from priority markets.  
Particular progress continues to be made in the United States, where Ireland is in the top ten 
destinations for American students and the top small country destination and Brazil, where we 
have attracted 3% of all scholarship students under the Science Without Borders programme, 
again making us the top small country destination.

A mid-term review of the international education strategy is being undertaken by my De-
partment and will be published later in the year.

08/07/2014WRB00250Construction Contracts

08/07/2014WRB0030071. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
report on the serious allegations which have been brought to his attention of illegal or hidden 
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economic activity on some building sites associated with the education capital development 
programme.  [29229/14]

08/07/2014WRB00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In relation to one of the sites 
recently brought to my attention I understand that officials from Social Protection, Revenue and 
NERA carried out a site inspection at the end of May and I understand that Social Protection 
will be taking appropriate follow-up action arising.  As the Deputy is aware my Department ap-
pointed Contractors Administration Services (CAS), to conduct random audits on school build-
ing projects.  CAS have been requested to carry out an audit of the other site which has been 
brought to my attention and should irregularities be uncovered in terms of non-compliance with 
relevant employment law, enforcement and prosecution falls under the remit of NERA and my 
Department will report any discrepancies found to it.  If the audit uncovers any other matters 
of concern regarding tax compliance or social welfare fraud, such matters will be referred to 
either the Revenue Commissioners and/or the Department of Social Protection as appropriate.

08/07/2014WRB00450Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

08/07/2014WRB0050072. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when An 
Grianán Institution was added to schedule A of the Residential Institutions Redress Act; the 
rationale for its late inclusion; the actions taken at the time by his Department and the RIRB 
to advertise and make known to survivors that An Grianán was now included; if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that some women were not made aware of this change and therefore 
were too late in applying for the redress scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29005/14]

08/07/2014WRB00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An Grianán Training Centre 
was included in the original Schedule to the Residential Institutions Redress Act, 2002 which 
specified the institutions for the purposes of the Redress Scheme.  Applicants had a period of up 
to 3 years, until 15 December 2005, to apply to the Redress Board.  However, section 8 of the 
2002 Act allowed the Board to extend this period in exceptional circumstances.  This power to 
accept late applications was removed by the Residential Institutions Redress Amendment Act, 
2011, with effect from 17th September 2011.

By this date, over 5 and half years after the initial closing date, the Board had received 2,766 
late applications.  The Board undertook an extensive advertising campaign, using press, televi-
sion and radio advertising.  It also held information days and distributed leaflets and pamphlets.  
It also advertised the final date for receipt of late applications in 2011.

08/07/2014WRB00650Autism Support Services

08/07/2014WRB0070073. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the work of his Department in conjunction with the National Council for 
Special Education in producing a consistent national policy on the education of children with 
autism. [29230/14]

08/07/2014WRB00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Last year, at my request, the 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) commenced preparation of policy advice on 
the education of children with autism.  The advice will be delivered in the spring of 2015 and 
will draw upon findings gathered from the extensive consultation process with parents, schools, 
professional service providers and other stakeholders which has already commenced and which 
is ongoing.  The advice will also draw upon new research commissioned by the NCSE for this 
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purpose, as well as any other research which may be available and which the NCSE may wish 
to consideration. The research commissioned by NCSE is currently under review.  I would en-
courage all interested parties to contribute to the on-going consultation process for the policy 
advice.   I expect that the NCSE final report will reflect the broadest possible range of views and 
provide recommendations which will assist the development of policy for future years.

08/07/2014WRB00850Fee Paying Schools

08/07/2014WRB0090074. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the 
pupil-teacher ratio in private schools will be reduced to ensure equality between fee-paying and 
non-fee-paying schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29368/14]

08/07/2014WRB01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government’s focus in 
recent years has been on operating a budgetary programme that is designed to return the Gov-
ernment finances to a sustainable basis.  One aspect of the budgetary decisions was to increase 
the pupil teacher ratio for fee-charging schools.  This reflects the fact that fee-charging schools 
have resources, through fees charged, to employ teachers privately.  Given that this is not an op-
tion that is available to schools in the free education scheme many would view this approach as 
more equitable than the approach suggested by the Deputy.  The main priority for any additional 
resources for the foreseeable future will be to cater for the continuing increase in demographics 
at all levels in the education system.

08/07/2014WRB01050Schools Establishment

08/07/2014WRB0110075. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for a new 
secondary school in Swords, in view of the current and projected population; the likely tim-
escale for delivery of same; and the planned improvements in the existing secondary schools.  
[29370/14]

08/07/2014WRB01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In June 2011, I announced that 
some 20 new post-primary schools would be established across the country up to 2016 to meet 
demographic needs.  This announcement did not include a new post-primary school for Swords.  
My Department is currently reviewing demographics on a nationwide basis, which will include 
the Swords area, to determine where additional post-primary schools will be needed from 2016 
onwards and to ensure that any such accommodation is provided in a timely manner.

In the meantime, an extension project for St. Finian’s Community College in Swords is 
included in my Department’s five year construction plan.  This will provide an additional 400 
places for the Swords area when completed.  It is open to any of the other post-primary schools 
in the area to apply for capital funding if they have particular needs.

08/07/2014WRB01250Schools Anti-Bullying Procedures

08/07/2014WRB0130076. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 24 of 29 May 2014 and the subsequent completion of the school year at primary 
and secondary level, if he will report on the progress to implement the new, updated and more 
comprehensive anti-bullying policy; if he will outline his Department’s role in ensuring its 
speedy implementation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29374/14]

08/07/2014WRB01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): When the new anti-bullying 
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procedures for schools were published last September, it was acknowledged that schools would 
need time to develop an anti-bullying policy in line with the new procedures.  Accordingly the 
accompanying circular allowed schools a period up to the Easter break of this year to make the 
necessary arrangements, including consultations with the school community, for developing 
and formally adopting an anti-bullying policy which fully complies with the requirements of 
the procedures.  My Department’s Inspectorate will now, as part of its inspection of schools, be 
specifically examining schools compliance with the new anti-bullying procedures including the 
actions taken to create a positive school culture and to prevent and tackle bullying.  The work 
of the Department’s Inspectorate in the school inspection process will give a better overview 
on how well the new procedures are being implemented at school level.  This is an issue that 
parents and parent associations can also raise directly with their school.

08/07/2014WRB01450State Examinations

08/07/2014WRB0150077. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has ex-
amined the possibility of making leaving certificate results available earlier in order to provide 
students with more time to prepare for the transition to third level, especially considering the 
lack of affordable rental accommodation for students; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29407/14]

08/07/2014WRB01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am advised by the State 
Examinations Commission that the Leaving Certificate results are issued 7.5 weeks after the 
written examinations in June.  Following each days examinations the candidates’ scripts are 
returned to the SEC offices before being despatched to the examining team for marking.  The 
marking schemes must be finalised and examiners trained before commencing to mark.  Each 
examiner’s work is monitored by a more experienced examiner to ensure that they are correctly 
applying the marking scheme.  The marked scripts are then returned to the SEC in order to pro-
cess the final grades, which includes the collation of marks for the different components, such 
as the oral, aural and written paper in a language subject.  I am advised by the SEC that due to 
the significant logistics involved and the need for the highest possible levels of quality assur-
ance it is not possible to issue the results any sooner.

08/07/2014WRB01650Teacher Statistics

08/07/2014WRB0170078. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will act on 
the calls by the National Association of Principals and Deputy Principals for a State-wide audit 
of teachers in order to ensure sufficient numbers for priority subject in the future.  [29404/14]

08/07/2014WRB01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have already asked the 
Teaching Council, the professional standards body for teachers, for advice on the matter of 
teacher supply and demand.  The Council is currently working to provide that advice with the 
overall goal of ensuring that there is timely information to inform the system generally and for 
planning in my Department.  The Teaching Council has approved a roadmap and will establish 
a Technical Working Group to pilot a draft model of teacher supply.  The Teaching Council also 
intends to establish a Consultative Forum for stakeholders which will offer advice and feedback 
on proposals developed by the Technical Working Group.

I expect to receive an initial report from the Teaching Council later in the year. 
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08/07/2014WRB01850Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/07/2014WRB0190079. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
for increasing special needs resources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29402/14]

08/07/2014WRB02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In 2013 my Department spent 
some €1.3 billion supporting pupils with Special Educational Needs.  This represents approxi-
mately 15% of the entire budget of my Department.  This Government has continued to protect 
resources for Special Education and in some areas there have been increases in 2014, despite 
the ongoing severe financial position continuing to face the country.  An initial allocation of 
over 10,900 Special Needs Assistants have been allocated for the 2014/15 school year and over 
11,000 Learning Support and Resource Teachers will be in place in the coming school year.  
Next year there will also be over 860 Special Classes attached to mainstream schools.  More 
resources than ever before are being provided to ensure that the educational requirements of 
children with special needs can continue to be met in schools and that as many children as pos-
sible can be educated with their peers in mainstream education.

08/07/2014WRB02050Special Educational Needs Staffing

08/07/2014WRB0210080. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he expects to be in a position to meet the full requirement in respect of special needs 
teachers and special needs assistants in all schools throughout the country in the coming year, 
with particular reference to the need to address those areas most seriously affected by demo-
graphic trends; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29372/14]

08/07/2014WRB02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn):  Expenditure supporting pu-
pils with Special Educational Needs was some €1.3bn in 2013, which represents approximately 
15% of the entire budget of my Department.  These resources have been protected, or in some 
areas have been increased in 2014 to take into account increased demand and demographic 
growth, despite the ongoing severe financial position and a requirement to make expenditure 
savings across a range of areas.  This year provision is being made for up to 10,965 Special 
Needs Assistants (SNAs), of whom over 10,900 SNAs are initially being allocated to schools in 
September, along with over 11,000 Learning Support and Resource Teachers.  More resources 
than ever before are being provided to ensure that the educational requirements of children with 
special needs can continue to be met at primary and second level and that as many children as 
possible can be educated with their peers in mainstream education.

08/07/2014WRB02250Schools Building Projects Status

08/07/2014WRB0230081. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills when Gael-
scoil Phádraig will gain access to Archbishop McQuaid national school in Loughlinstown, 
which was allocated to it in 2005 by his Department; if he will ensure that Ballyowen Meadows 
Special School moves to its new premises without delay; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29398/14]

08/07/2014WRB02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that it is my Department’s intention to provide improved accommodation for Gaelscoil Phád-
raig in the building currently occupied by Ballyowen Meadows Special School.  This building 
will be vacated following the completion of the building project to construct a new school for 
Ballyowen Meadows.  Planning Permission for the new Ballyowen Meadows school project 
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was lodged with the local authority in March and a decision is due at the end of July.  The build-
ing project is listed on the Five Year Construction Programme announced in 2012 and is at an 
advanced stage of the architectural planning process.  Subject to no issues arising, it is expected 
that the project will proceed to construction in late 2014/early 2015.

08/07/2014WRB02450Physical Education Facilities

08/07/2014WRB0250082. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of schools at both primary and secondary level that have adequate facilities to implement the PE 
curriculum in full; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29400/14]

08/07/2014WRB02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The specific information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I wish to assure the Deputy that my 
Department fully recognises the key role of physical exercise within the school environment 
and continues to respond to the need to improve PE facilities for all pupils attending schools 
within the constraints of the available funding.  I also wish to advise the Deputy that the Physi-
cal Education curriculum has been designed on the basis that facilities in schools may vary.  
Many primary schools have a general purpose room and practically all schools have outdoor 
play areas which are used for teaching different aspects of the P.E. programme.  A similar situ-
ation with sports halls and outdoor facilities applies at second level.  In addition, many schools 
use adjacent local facilities, including public parks, playing fields and swimming pools.  The 
provision of playspace, where site conditions and circumstances allow, is one of the issues 
considered in the architectural design of new schools and major extensions.  My Department’s 
design guidelines for schools include guidance in the provision of P.E. Halls, general purpose 
rooms and outdoor hard play areas such as basketball courts.

08/07/2014WRB02650Teacher Statistics

08/07/2014WRB0270083. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he and 
his Department will conduct an audit of teaching resources; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29396/14]

08/07/2014WRB02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has priori-
tised, as best as possible, the filling of front-line posts in the Education sector within the con-
straints of the Employment Control Framework.  Unlike most other areas of the public service 
teaching vacancies are being filled in accordance with published Department criteria.  The main 
priority for the foreseeable future is targeting resources to cater for the continuing increase in 
demographics at all levels in the education system.   I have already asked the Teaching Council, 
the professional standards body for teachers, for advice on the matter of teacher supply and de-
mand.  The Council is currently working to provide that advice with the overall goal of ensuring 
that there is timely information to inform the system generally and for planning in my Depart-
ment.  The Teaching Council has approved a roadmap and will establish a Technical Working 
Group to pilot a draft model of teacher supply.  The Teaching Council also intends to establish a 
Consultative Forum for stakeholders which will offer advice and feedback on proposals devel-
oped by the Technical Working Group.   I expect to receive an initial report from the Teaching 
Council later in the year.

08/07/2014WRB02850Schools Building Projects Status
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08/07/2014WRB0290084. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether the number of additional accommodation approvals and the number of projects to go 
to construction under the five-year plan are adequate for County Kildare in view of its sustained 
high population growth rate and the fact that its pupil-teacher ratio is among the highest in the 
State; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29371/14]

08/07/2014WRB03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that County Kildare has been identified as an area of significant demographic growth.  My 
Department’s 5 Year Plan prioritises major school projects to meet this demand.  During the 
period 2012 -2016, eleven new schools are being provided across the County together with 
14 major extension projects.  My Department will also consider applications from individual 
schools for devolved funding to meet an immediate accommodation requirement because of 
increased enrolments or where an additional teacher has been appointed.  My Department will 
continue to analyse demographic trends and to monitor enrolments in all areas to determine the 
level of additional school provision which may be required into the future and to ensure that 
this is provided in a timely manner.  Any further increased provision required for Kildare will 
be considered in this context.  I also wish to advise the Deputy that there are a thousand more 
teachers employed in schools around the country this school year, than there was the year be-
fore.  Despite the difficult financial circumstances, we prioritised education so that the number 
of teachers we have in the system has also grown in order to protect pupil teacher ratios.

08/07/2014WRB03050Residential Institutions Issues

08/07/2014WRB0310085. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
applications made to Caranua to date; the number of payments made to applicants; and if he is 
satisfied with the speed at which progress is being made.  [29406/14]

08/07/2014WRB03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that by 30th 
June, Caranua had received 2,921 applications and had made 368 payments in respect of 118 
applicants.  The first stage of the application process involves verifying an applicant’s eligibility 
and proof of identity.  Once confirmed applicants are contacted by one of Caranua’s Applica-
tion Advisers, who discusses their needs and how Caranua can meet those needs.  While some 
applicants may know exactly what they want to apply for, in other cases it may involve several 
conversations with their Application Advisor and they may access a number of services. 

I am aware that there has a delay in processing applications, which has arisen due to the 
number of applications and calls received being higher than expected and the time taken to re-
cruit staff.  Caranua’s four Application Advisors are in place since late May and my Department 
has recently approved Caranua’s request to engage an Agency to provide temporary additional 
resources to address the backlog.

Value of 368 Payments made by Caranua by 30th June in respect of 118 applicants

- Health and wellbeing Housing Education Total
Payment value €108,088.92 €305,980.14 €59,101.46 €473,170.52

08/07/2014WRB03250Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

08/07/2014WRB0330086. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
the operation of Student Universal Support Ireland in order to ensure those who fall outside the 
rigid application of the organisation’s rules are entitled to SUSI assistance, especially those who 
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would be entitled to the special rate of grant based on income but do not qualify as they are not 
in receipt of a long-term social welfare payment on the grounds of hardship.  [29405/14]

08/07/2014WRB03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Student Universal Support 
Ireland (SUSI) administers the Student Grant Scheme on behalf of my Department.  The Stu-
dent Grant Scheme provides that in order to qualify for the special rate of grant an applicant 
must meet the following conditions:

1. Reckonable income must not exceed €22,703.

2. On the 31st December of the relevant period the reckonable income must include an eli-
gible long-term payment prescribed under the scheme.

It is not proposed, at present, to change the current terms and conditions in respect of the 
special rates of maintenance grant.  However, students in third-level institutions who can dem-
onstrate exceptional financial need can apply through the Access Officer in the third level insti-
tution attended for additional assistance under the Student Assistance Fund.

08/07/2014WRB03450Schools Establishment

08/07/2014WRB0350087. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline the 
progress on securing new premises and establishing new schools (details supplied) in County 
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29375/14]

08/07/2014WRB03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A building project for the 
first school to which the Deputy refers is currently in architectural planning.  An application for 
planning permission is currently being prepared and this will be submitted to the local authority 
shortly.  This building project has been included on the Department’s 5 year construction plan 
and my Department will be in contact with the school shortly regarding further progression of 
the project.  The second school to which the Deputy refers is a new school commencing opera-
tion in September 2014.  Start-up accommodation has been secured for the school.  Plans for 
permanent accommodation will be considered in due course.  In line with the Report of the 
New Schools Establishment Group on patronage for new primary schools for September 2014, 
which is published on my Department’s website, my Department will consider the establish-
ment of a further single stream primary school in 2015 under the patronage model referred to in 
the details supplied by the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRB03650School Staffing

08/07/2014WRB0370088. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of small schools expected to lose a teacher in 2014-15; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29397/14]

08/07/2014WRB03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): 39 small primary schools are 
losing a classroom post for the coming school year due to the increased pupil thresholds an-
nounced in Budget 2012.  The loss of a classroom post in 12 of these schools is due to the final 
phase of the Budget 2012 measure.  The loss of a classroom post in each of the other 27 schools 
is due to the effect of the earlier phase of the Budget 2012 measure combined with a reduction 
in enrolments.  Schools of all sizes, including small schools, can also gain or lose a classroom 
post due entirely to changes in their enrolments.  The final overall position in relation to staffing 
will be known in the Autumn.
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08/07/2014WRB03850Special Educational Needs Staffing

08/07/2014WRB0390089. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he agrees 
that, as a trained professional, the class teacher in a primary or secondary school is best placed 
to judge whether the appointment of a special needs assistant is necessary to assist a child in 
his or her journey through the education system; and the role of the class teacher in the current 
system of allocating SNAs.  [29399/14]

08/07/2014WRB04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network 
of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating a quantum of Special 
Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually, taking into account the assessed care 
needs of qualifying children.  My Department recently issued Circular 30/2014, which sets 
out the purpose of the Special Needs Assistant Scheme.  This Circular also restates the role 
of the Classroom Teacher in the context of educating pupils with special educational needs.  
Section 22(1) of the Education Act 1998 states the primacy of the teacher in the education and 
personal development of students in schools.  The classroom teacher is responsible for educat-
ing all pupils in his/her class, including any pupil with a special educational need.  The class 
teacher has primary responsibility for the progress and care of all pupils in his/her classroom, 
including pupils with special educational needs.  In providing for a child’s care needs, the class 
teacher may be supported by SNA provision, where necessary.  Section 20 1(F) of the EPSEN 
Act affords statutory provision to the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to assess 
and review the resources required in relation to special educational provision.  In doing so, the 
NCSE takes into account professional assessments of care needs, but also considers the whole 
school environment, observation of a child’s interaction in the classroom, and the views of the 
child’s parents, teachers, and National Educational Psychologists, as necessary.  The views of a 
child’s teacher may therefore be taken into account as part of the consideration and assessment 
process for deciding on the level of SNA support required.  However, it is a matter for the NCSE 
to review the resources required in a school to support the care needs of qualifying children.

08/07/2014WRB04050Special Educational Needs Staffing

08/07/2014WRB0410090. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline for 
the reform of the allocation of teaching resources for students with special educational needs; 
when he expects this new model to be introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29391/14]

08/07/2014WRB04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education published its Report on a Proposed New Model for Allocating Teachers for 
Students with Special Educational Needs on 18th June 2014.  The report recommends that a 
new allocation model should be developed, based on a schools educational profile, while also 
providing a baseline allocation to every mainstream school in order to support inclusion.  It was 
recommended that the school profile should take into account details of the number of students 
with complex needs attending, percentages of students performing below a certain threshold on 
standardised tests, and the social context of a school.  To assist with the process of consider-
ing the report recommendations, my Department will begin to gather information required to 
develop the proposed new model.  This will review how the proposed model will impact on 
schools.  There will also be full and comprehensive consultation with stakeholders and educa-
tion partners, including the parents of special needs children.  I would hope that this work can 
be completed by the Autumn.
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08/07/2014WRB04250Special Educational Needs Staffing

08/07/2014WRB0430091. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
recent National Council for Special Education report on allocations of special needs resources; 
and his plans on foot of same [29403/14]

08/07/2014WRB04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn):  The National Council for 
Special Education published its Report on a Proposed New Model for Allocating Teachers for 
Students with Special Educational Needs on 18th June 2014.  The report recommends that a 
new allocation model should be developed, based on a schools educational profile, while also 
providing a baseline allocation to every mainstream school in order to support inclusion.  It was 
recommended that the school profile should take into account details of the number of students 
with complex needs attending, percentages of students performing below a certain threshold on 
standardised tests, and the social context of a school.  To assist with the process of consider-
ing the report recommendations, my Department will begin to gather information required to 
develop the proposed new model.  This will review how the proposed model will impact on 
schools.  There will also be full and comprehensive consultation with stakeholders and educa-
tion partners, including the parents of special needs children.  I would hope that this work can 
be completed by the Autumn.

Questions Nos. 92 and 93 withdrawn.

08/07/2014WRB04550Departmental Staff Sick Leave

08/07/2014WRB0460094. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form the total 
number of sick days taken by staff in his Department in 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014, 
further broken down by uncertified, certified and long-term absence leave.  [28968/14]

08/07/2014WRB04700The Taoiseach: The information requested by the Deputy regarding sick absence statistics 
for the staff in my Department in the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014 is set out in the 
following table.  The figures are based on the full-time equivalent staff working in the Depart-
ment at the end of each year and to date in 2014.

Year Total number of 
sick days take 
by staff in the 
Department

Number of 
USK days 
taken by staff 
in the Depart-
ment

Number of 
CSK days 
taken by staff 
in the Depart-
ment

Number of 
long term sick 
absence daysin 
the Depart-
ment

2011 1,402.6 87.43 1,315.17 862.17
2012 1,137.5 98.5 1,039 601.5
2013 829.15 90 739.15 280
to date in 2014 460.72 45.5 415.22 238

As per the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform circular 6/2014 on sick absence, 
“a civil servant is considered to be on a long term sick absence if the absence is of four weeks 
or greater”. 

USK = self-certified (uncertified) sick absence

CSK = certified sick absence
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08/07/2014WRB04750Departmental Reports

08/07/2014WRB0480095. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form all external 
consultant reports commissioned by his Department for each year since March 2011; the costs 
per report; the company involved; the title of the report; and the publication date.  [28969/14]

08/07/2014WRB04900The Taoiseach: The following table details the reports commissioned by my Department 
since March 2011.

Report Name Company Completed Cost
IT Security Assessment (For In-
ternal use only)

Ward Solutions January 2011 €2,632 

ORP Workshops & Reports Towers Watson (Ire-
land) Ltd

November 2011 €12,100

eCabinet Security Assessment 
(For Internal use only) 

RITS December 2011 €11,495

Microsoft License Solution 
Analysis (For Internal use only)

Sam360 (trading as 
Smart License Ltd)

December 2013 €2,560

Total - - €28,787

08/07/2014WRB04950Interdepartmental Working Groups

08/07/2014WRB0500096. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach the current members of the interdepart-
mental working group on alcohol sponsorship of sport; the dates of each of the meetings of the 
working group; the target month for the working group to report to Government; and the work 
that has been carried out to date by the group.  [28970/14]

08/07/2014WRB05100The Taoiseach: The Interdepartmental Working Group on Alcohol Sponsorship of Sport 
has met on two occasions, 10 December 2013 and 28 February 2014.  Members comprise 
officials from the following Departments: Taoiseach (Chair), Health, Public Expenditure and 
Reform, Finance, Social Protection, Transport, Tourism and Sport, Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht, Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Children and Youth Affairs, and Education and Skills.

Following a review of available evidence, the Working Group identified information gaps, 
and subsequently organised a consultation process starting on 16 May, seeking relevant infor-
mation from interested parties. 18 submissions have been received.  The Group has been asked 
to report its findings to the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy before the end of the year and 
the submissions will form an important input to the Group’s work from now on.

08/07/2014WRB05150Northern Ireland Issues

08/07/2014WRB0520097. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he raised the case of the hooded men with 
the British Prime Minister, David Cameron, during the Brussels EU summit.  [28975/14]

08/07/2014WRB05300100. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he discussed with the British Prime Min-
ister, David Cameron, the current negotiations to resolve outstanding issues arising out of the 
Good Friday Agreement and subsequent issues.  [28979/14]

08/07/2014WRB05400101. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he took the opportunity to discuss with 
the British Prime Minister, David Cameron, the Ballymurphy, Pat Finucane and other legacy 
issues.  [28980/14]
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08/07/2014WRB05500102. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he discussed with the British Prime 
Minister the role of the Irish and British Governments in contributing to a resolution of matters 
raised during the Haass talks. [28981/14]

08/07/2014WRB05600The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 97 and 100 to 102, inclusive, together.

I spoke briefly with Prime Minister Cameron en marge at the recent Brussels EU summit 
meeting and again by telephone over the weekend.  The focus of our  most recent discussions 
has been on the escalation of the situation in Northern Ireland.  I have not had the opportunity 
recently to discuss with Prime Minister Cameron specific legacy related cases such as Bally-
murphy, Pat Finucane and the Hooded Men.

08/07/2014WRB05650European Council Meetings

08/07/2014WRB0570098. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his discussions at the EU 
summit in Brussels on 26 and 27 June; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28977/14]

08/07/2014WRB0580099. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his participation in 
events to mark the start of the First World War 100 years ago.  [28978/14]

08/07/2014WRB05900105. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the June Council 
meeting discussions on the six pack and two pack; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29035/14]

08/07/2014WRB06000106. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the discussion held at the June EU Coun-
cil meeting on regulatory fitness and the REFIT programme; if he made a contribution; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [29036/14]

08/07/2014WRB06100107. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he made a contribution at the June EU 
Council meeting when there was a discussion on climate change; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [29037/14]

08/07/2014WRB06200108. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the discussions at the 
EU Council meeting on energy security across the EU; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29038/14]

08/07/2014WRB06300109. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the concerns the UK raised at the June 
EU Council meeting about the future development of the EU; if they will be addressed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [29039/14]

08/07/2014WRB06400110. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the discussions on 
the digital single market at the June EU Council meeting; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29041/14]

08/07/2014WRB06500111. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the discussion at the 
EU Council meeting on the abrogation of the excessive deficit procedure for several member 
states; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29042/14]

08/07/2014WRB06600112. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the discussion at 
the June EU Council meeting on the EU fiscal framework and fiscal discipline; if he made a 
contribution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29043/14]

08/07/2014WRB06700119. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he had bilateral meetings around the 
June EU Council meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29212/14]
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08/07/2014WRB06800121. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the position regarding the June EU 
Council discussion on freedom, security and justice policy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29214/14]

08/07/2014WRB06900122. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he made a contribution at the EU 
Council meeting when the discussion took place on intensifying operational co-operation while 
using information and communication technologies across EU agencies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29215/14]

08/07/2014WRB07000123. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the position regarding the common Eu-
ropean asylum system that was discussed at the June EU Council; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [29216/14]

08/07/2014WRB07100124. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the position regarding the discussion on 
smart border management at the June EU Council meeting; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29217/14]

08/07/2014WRB07200125. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the position regarding the discussions 
that were held at the June EU Council meeting on freedom of movement across EU states and 
misuse or fraudulent claims; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29218/14]

08/07/2014WRB07300126. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the position regarding the discussions 
on youth unemployment, poverty and social exclusion at the June EU Council meeting; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29219/14]

08/07/2014WRB07400The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 98, 99, 105 to 112, inclusive, 119 and 121 
to 126, inclusive, together.

I attended the European Council meeting in Ypres and Brussels on 26 & 27 June.  I reported 
to the House on the outcomes of the Council in a comprehensive statement on 2 July.  The Con-
clusions adopted by the European Council give a full account of the outcome of discussion and 
are a public record.  I took an active part in the discussions at the summit representing the Irish 
positions on the various matters discussed.  While I did not have any separate bilateral meet-
ings, I did of course see all of my colleagues at the meeting.

Along with colleagues I was proud to represent Ireland at the commemorative ceremony in 
Ypres which preceded the European Council meeting.  It was a solemn occasion and a moment 
to remember all those who perished in the war. 

The main outcomes of the Summit were the nomination of Jean Claude Juncker as President 
of the European Commission, agreement on a strategic agenda for the EU for the coming period 
and the adoption of strong conclusions on Ukraine.  Leaders also agreed Council Conclusions 
on justice and home affairs, the European Semester, Regulatory Reform, Climate Change and 
Energy.  In addition, Association Agreements were signed with Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia 
and leaders endorsed candidate status for Albania, the EU’s Maritime Security Strategy and the 
annual report on EU official development assistance. 

The Strategic Agenda which was agreed by Heads of State and Government is an important 
document.  It identifies the priorities which will guide the work of the European Union over the 
next five years across the following five areas: (1) jobs, growth and competitiveness, (2) em-
powering and protecting all EU citizens,  (3) climate policy, (4) freedom, security and justice, 
and (5) the EU’s external relations.  In this context the need to fully exploit the potential of the 
single market, including completing the digital single market by 2015, is highlighted.  The Stra-
tegic Agenda also recognises the need to tackle poverty and social exclusion.  We have to step 
up the fight against youth unemployment and seek to unlock opportunities for all.  Overall I am 
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pleased that the Strategic Agenda reflects a clear commitment to strengthening the economic 
recovery across Europe.  The European Council conclusions also call for the growth supporting 
potential of the EU’s fiscal framework to be used and for best use to be made of the flexibility 
built into the existing Stability and Growth Pact rules.  This is welcome.  

I was pleased to join with my European Council colleagues in welcoming the abrogation of 
the excessive deficit procedure for Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, the Netherlands, 
Austria and Slovakia.  We also noted that the Commission will report to the European Parlia-
ment and to the Council on the application of the EU’s governance framework – the 6 Pack and 
the 2 Pack - by 14 December 2014.

Under the European Semester discussions Heads of State and Government reviewed prog-
ress made in the area of regulatory fitness and agreed that this should remain a priority in the 
work of the EU institutions.  Again I welcome this.

Given time constraints the European Council held only a brief discussion of the climate and 
energy framework for 2020.  Leaders took stock of the work underway to reach agreement at 
latest by October on the new climate and energy policy framework.  It is clear that a lot of work 
remains to be done to address the challenges associated with climate change at the EU level.

On Energy Security the European Council welcomed the Commission’s European Energy 
Security Strategy (EESS) and held a first discussion on that basis. 

The European Council also adopted new strategic guidelines on Justice and Home Affairs.  
These guidelines were prepared over the last year, including at the Justice and Home Affairs 
Council on 5-6 June, which was attended by Minister Fitzgerald.  Asylum, border management 
and using information and communication technologies across the EU agencies were some of 
the issues covered in the guidelines.  They also reaffirm the right of EU citizens to move freely 
and reside and work in other Member States as a fundamental freedom of the Union, which 
needs to be protected including from misuse.

Finally, the European Council Conclusions note that the UK has raised some concerns re-
lated to the future development of the EU and that these concerns will need to be addressed.  
The conclusions also note that there are different paths of integration for different countries, 
allowing those that want to deepen integration to move ahead, while respecting the wish of 
those who do not want to deepen any further.  The ongoing debate on the EU within the UK is, 
of course, an issue of real importance for Ireland.  My Government will remain highly engaged 
in this area.

Questions Nos. 100 to 102, inclusive, answered with Question No. 97.

EU Issues

08/07/2014WRB07600103. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he discussed with the British Prime Min-
ister, David Cameron, the election of a new EU Commission President.  [28984/14]

08/07/2014WRB07700104. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his discussions on the 
election of a new EU Commission President with other Heads of State at the Brussels confer-
ence. [28985/14]

08/07/2014WRB07800The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 103 and 104 together.

At its meeting on 27 June, the European Council agreed to propose Jean-Claude Juncker to 
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the European Parliament as candidate for President of the European Commission.  This deci-
sion was taken by way of a Qualified Majority Vote following a discussion chaired by President 
Van Rompuy.  Two members of the European Council, Prime Minister Cameron and Prime 
Minister Orban, voted against the proposal.  I was amongst the twenty six Heads of State and 
Government to vote in its favour.

Prior to the European Council and at the summit itself, I affirmed my support for Mr Junck-
er’s candidacy to fellow Heads of State and Government, including Prime Minister Cameron.  I 
have supported Mr. Juncker since his election as EPP lead candidate in Dublin last March and 
am delighted that agreement was reached on his nomination.  He is a highly experienced and 
capable individual, with a clear commitment to ensuring the European institutions work effec-
tively to support economic recovery and job creation across the EU, a priority I share. 

I am, of course, conscious of the reservations that Prime Minister Cameron has expressed 
about the nomination process, which he raised again at the European Council.  I have made 
clear that, while I do not share his position, I understand and respect it.

Questions Nos. 105 to 112, inclusive, answered with Question No. 98.

08/07/2014WRC00150Freedom of Information Data

08/07/2014WRC00200113. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach if he will outline in tabular form for each 
year from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of FOI requests received by his Department; 
the total refused; total granted; total part-granted; total appealed; total of successful appeals; 
total of part-successful appeals; total of refusals; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29075/14]

08/07/2014WRC00300The Taoiseach: The information requested in relation to requests received by the Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach under Freedom of Information from 2009 to date is set out in the follow-
ing tables.

- Total FOI Re-
quests

Granted Part Granted Refused No Records Withdrawn

2014 64* 14 21 3 7 3
2013 91 20 40 9 11 11
2012 153 43 61 14 15 20
2011 98 28 52 3 11 4
2010 110 41 44 5 12 8
2009 99 52 30 4 9 4

*16 requests are ongoing

- Requests for Internal 
Review 

Affirmed Varied Annulled

2014 1*  - - -
2013 4 4 - -
2012 5 2 2 1
2011 6 4 2 -
2010 4 2 2 -
2009 3 2 1 -

* 1 ongoing
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08/07/2014WRC00350Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRC00400114. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form the number 
of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical or career break, broken down by timeframe, 
that is, zero to six months, six to 12 months, one to two years, two to three years, four to five 
years, and five years plus; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29092/14]

08/07/2014WRC00500The Taoiseach: There are eleven staff from my Department currently on career break.  The 
information sought is set out in the following table.

Number 
of staff on 
career break 
for 0-6 
months

Number 
of staff on 
career break 
for 6-12 
months

Number 
of staff on 
career break 
for 1-2 years

Number 
of staff on 
career break 
for 2-3 years

Number 
of staff on 
career break 
for 4-5 years

Number 
of staff on 
career break 
for 5 years 
plus

1 0 2 1 2 5

08/07/2014WRC00550Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRC00600115. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form the total 
photography costs for his Department since coming to office, inclusive of costs incurred from 
use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which photographers were booked; 
the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with each occasion on which a 
photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of photographers within his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29109/14]

08/07/2014WRC00700The Taoiseach: The total expenditure by my Department on photography from 9th March 
2011 to 2nd July 2014 is provided in the following table.

Year Amount spent on photography
2011 (9th March to December) €28,069
2012 €13,449
2013 Department €6,778.00

EU Presidency €38,172.26
2014 (1 Jan to 2nd July) €5,908

Photography costs in my Department have reduced from €83,398 in 2008 to €5,908 for the 
first half of 2014.  The use of local photographers on international trade missions is required to 
distribute images to the domestic media to accompany the coverage of domestic journalists who 
are travelling on behalf of their organisations.  Utilising local agencies is cost efficient and costs 
are kept to a minimum.  Increasingly my Department utilises its own staff to take photographs 
in-house, thereby reducing costs.  

In relation to the EU Presidency costs - as is standard for all Presidencies there is a host 
photographer to capture the images for the Presidency and to distribute them around the world.  
My Department ran a competitive tender process and agreed a contract for a single host photog-
rapher for the entire Presidency, specifically for images from 17 major Presidency events in Ire-
land (the 11 Informal meetings of Ministers taking place in Ireland during the Irish Presidency, 
as well as the visits in January of President Herman Van Rompuy and the College of Commis-
sioners, and the flag-raising ceremony at the start of the Presidency, the Digital Assembly and 
the Hunger Conference).  The tender was awarded to Mac Innes Photography Ltd.  The costs of 
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this service were negotiated to keep them as low as possible, substantially cheaper than other 
Presidencies.  

The following table lists the occasions for which photographers were used and costs associ-
ated with each occasion.

Photography Costs from 9th March 2011 to 2nd July 2014

Vendor Name Description Cost
The Press Association The Press Association, Nottingham €139.30
Hackett’s Reprographics Visa photos for 1 of the Taoiseach’s  del-

egation for USA Mar 2011, 10 Mar 2011
€20.25

Maxwell Photography 1916 Commemoration 24/04/2011 €502.45
Maxwell Photography SDLP 14/04/2011 €371.17
Maxwell Photography  Launch of Census 10/3/2011 €357.25
Maxwell Photography  Newly appointed Ministers 15/03/2011 €478.25
Maxwell Photography  Jesse Jackson 21/03/2011 €409.58
Maxwell Photography  Book of Condolence - Japan 22/03/2011 €401.42
Maxwell Photography  US Ambassador Dan Rooney 28/03/2011 €401.42
Maxwell Photography  Jpegs 1916 Commemoration 04/04/2011 €60.50
Maxwell Photography  Mass New Dail 09/03/2011 €508.50
Maxwell Photography  Taoiseach Office Photo Call 09/03/2011 €538.75
Maxwell Photography  Reception New Ministers 09/03/2011 €391.13
Maxwell Photography  New Cabinet Meeting 10/03/2011 €492.17
Maxwell Photography  New Ministers Appointments 09/03/2011 €780.75
Maxwell Photography The Late Dr. Garret Fitzgerald’s Funeral 

21-22 May 2011
€2,359.50

My Photobook.ie 27 May 2011 - My PhotoBook.ie €140.80
Maxwell Photography President Obama Visit 23 May 2011 €4,537.50
Maxwell Photography Taoiseach Enda Kenny & Church Lead-

ers on 19 May 2011 at Government 
Buildings

€409.58

Maxwell Photography British PM Visit to Gov. Buildings on 18 
May 2011.  

€629.50

Maxwell Photography US Congressman on 16 May 2011. as-
signment covering attendance, taking 
colour, processing, digital contact sheet.

€280.42

Maxwell Photography Hungarian Prime Minister 01-06-11 €409.58
Maxwell Photography Excellence Awards  09/06/2011 €857.59
Maxwell Photography North South Ministerial Council 10-6-11 €812.21
Maxwell Photography President of European Council 17/6/11 €562.04
Maxwell Photography President Obama Visit 23 May 2011 €260.15
Maxwell Photography Obama and Cabinet Ministers 23 May 

2011 
€740.52

Maxwell Photography Maxwells Invoice - New Ambassadors 
30-6-11 

€332.75

Maxwell Photography Chinese Delegation €357.25
Maxwell Photography Saudi Minister 14 June 2011 €280.42
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Vendor Name Description Cost
Maxwell Photography Richard Haass meets Taoiseach Enda 

Kenny on 01/04/2011
€371.17

LK Photo Costs relating to St. Patricks Day Visit to 
Washington 2011 

€2,106.14

Maxwell Photography New Sec Gen and Ian Paisley on 
26/07/2011.

€318.84

Maxwell Photography Meeting EU Parliament President 12 July 
2011.

€696.05

Maxwell Photography Strategy for International Services Indus-
try 14-7-2011

€349.08

Hackett’s Reprographics Product code FPP75DIG10-15, (QTY 10-
15) 7x5 Digital Prints.

€30.76

J. Higgins Photos Photos Taoiseach 4/5 May 2011 visit to 
New York

€303.30

Maxwell Photography Arvato meeting with Taoiseach 21 Sept 
2011.

€560.84

BANK OF IRELAND 19 November 2011 - www.gettyimages.
com

€212.96

Maxwell Photography Photocall TAOISEACH & New SDLP 
Leader 09/11/2011.

€340.92

Maxwell Photography Photographer for the Presidential Inaugu-
ration on 11/11/2011.

€3,956.70

2012
Maxwell Photography Taoiseach signs Book of condolence 20 

Dec 2011.
€371.17

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach - Christmas Media Meeting 22 
Dec 2011.

€296.75

The Press Association 12 January 2012 - Photos of Prime 
Minister David Cameron with Taoiseach 
Enda Kenny 10 Downing Street.

€122.01

Maxwell Photography British Irish council 13/01/12 €531.05
Maxwell Photography Photos/Taoiseach meeting with Deputy 

PM Nick Clegg
€377.30

Maxwell Photography Blue Star Programmes on  07/02/2012. €539.36
Maxwell Photography EU Presidency Job winning logo on 

02/02/2012.
€687.26

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach & Tánaiste attend ‘Progress to 
date’ launch 07/03/2012.

€195.57

Frank Fennell Photography 
Ltd

Launch of the Stability Treaty Website, 
19 April 2012.

€409.63

Frank Fennell Photography 
Ltd

Olympic Torch Photocall at Govt Build-
ings on 06/06/2012.

€268.45

QiLai Photographer for Taoiseach’s visit to 
China 25/28 March 2012

2,817.49

Maxwell Photography Carers Strategy Launch in the Italian 
Room on 19th July 2012.

€439.11
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Vendor Name Description Cost
LK Photos Taoiseach’s visit to US 19-21 March 

2012.
€1,774.78

Lafayette Photography Ltd  NSMC in Farmleigh on 15/06/2012 €174.24
Lafayette Photography Ltd  National Day of Commemoration 

08/07/2012 
€555.75

Lafayette Photography Ltd  Olympic Reception at Farmleigh 
15/08/2012 - CD of photographs

€330.16

Lafayette Photography Ltd  Official Photography services for visit of 
Secretary of State Northern Ireland on 01 
Oct 2012.

€87.66

Michael Hudson Photos Taoiseach’s Visit to Chicago, 17 March 
2012

€302.35

Lafayette Photography Ltd  18hrs of photography over 4 days for the 
JPEGs for Whos Who on the Irish Presi-
dency Website

€3,168.51

2013
Frank Fennell Photography 
Ltd

EU Conference of Presidents, Dublin 
Castle on 31 December 2012

€116.85

Frank Fennell Photography 
Ltd

Presidency meeting of European Parlia-
ment Leaders, Dublin Castle 29th Nov 
2012

€430.51

Maxwell Photography Photography Prints for Convention Inau-
gural Meeting on 1st Dec 2012.

€1,763.46

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Family photo shot, post production touch 
up + prints (36copies) for the EU Di-
rectors General Informal meeting (13-
14/1/2013)

€512.62

Maxwell Photography 2 JPEG images of the Taoiseach/Cyprus 
President Nov 2005 - 28 Jan 2013.

€34.44

Lafayette Photography Ltd  Eucharistic Congress Reception Dublin 
Castle 1st July 2012

€171.01

Lafayette Photography Ltd  Visit of Secretary of State Northern 
Ireland on 1 Oct 2012, 18 images sent to 
media

€19.43

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Photocall for 40 years in the EU, Art 
Exhibition, 25 February 2013.

€318.54

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal Justice and Home Affairs meet-
ing, Dublin Castle, 18/01/13

€1,471.99

Mac Innes Photography Ltd EU Council President Herman Van Rom-
puy visit, Dublin Castle, 9/1/2013

€1,645.47

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal Justice and Home Affairs meet-
ing, session 2, Dublin Castle, 17/1/2013

€1,449.89

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal EU Affairs meeting, Dublin 
Castle 21/01/13.

€1,564.62

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal meeting of Employment 8th 
Feb. 2013 Dublin Castle.

€817.91
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Vendor Name Description Cost
Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal meeting of Employment 7th 

Feb. 2013 Dublin Castle.
€1,573.31

Levon Biss Photography Ltd Prints of Taoiseach’s Time Magazine 
cover 26/11/2012

€111.95

Mac Innes Photography Ltd 31st Dec 2012 for EU Flag Raising Cer-
emony attended by Taoiseach at Dublin 
Castle.

€669.09

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Visit of Presidents Barroso & Schulz at 
Government Buildings on 28/2/2013. - 
Post Production Fee

€257.43

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal meeting of Defence Ministers 
13/2/2013, Dublin Castle.

€817.91

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal meeting of Development & Co-
operation Ministers 12/2/2013, Dublin 
Castle.

€1,559.45

M M McNally Photographer Taoiseach’s visit to Downing Street on 11 
March 2013.

€335.03

E Hill Photography Taoiseach’s visit to Enniskillen, 11 No-
vember 2012.

€700.60

Peter Cavanagh Photography Whos Who for Presidency. 27/28 Sept. 
2012 & 16 Oct 2012.

€1,600.00

Magnum Computers Photos of Taoiseach’s visit to Cleveland, 
Ohio. October 2012.

€192.41

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Gymnich meeting - 23rd March 2013. €484.58
Mac Innes Photography Ltd Prints, Presentation Folders, Envelopes 

relating to Host Photography for Informal 
Meeting of Energy Ministers at Dublin 
Castle 24 April, 2013

€1,181.62

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Prints, Presentation Folders, Envelopes 
relating to Host Photography for Informal 
Meeting of Environment Ministers at 
Dublin Castle 23 April, 2013

€1,307.04

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal Meeting of Environment Minis-
ters at Dublin Castle on 22nd April 2013

€821.57

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Prints, Presentation Folders, Envelopes 
relating to Host Photography for Informal 
Meeting of Ministers for Trade at Dublin 
Castle 18 April, 2013

€1,535.67

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Hunger-Nutrition Conference at Dublin 
Castle 15 April, 2013

€968.41

Mac Innes Photography Ltd ECOFIN Ministerial Informal meeting on 
13/4/2013

€1,870.49

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Prints, Presentation Folders, Envelopes 
relating to Host Photography for Informal 
Meeting of ECOFIN Ministerial Informal 
12 April 2013.

€4,126.55
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Vendor Name Description Cost
Mac Innes Photography Ltd Hunger-Nutrition & Climate Change at 

Dublin Castle on 16th April 2013.
€817.91

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Commission College meeting Dublin 
Castle on 10 Jan 2013 - Prints & Digital 
Imaging

€2,042.61

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Health Informal Ministerial Meeting 4th 
March, Dublin Castle attendance

€276.75

Mac Innes Photography Ltd EU Presidency Team Group Shot on 01 
May 2013.

€302.58

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Health Informal Ministerial Meeting 5th 
March 2013 - Dublin Castle.

€1,134.33

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Gymich meeting 22nd  March 2013, Pho-
tography & high resolution imaging

€1,570.00

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Ministerial Informal, Agriculture Minis-
ters on 27th & 28th May 2013 

€2,453.74

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Ministerial Informal - Competitiveness 
[Dept. DJEI ] 2nd May 2013

€817.91

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal meeting of Competitiveness - 
Council day on 03 May 2013.

€1,134.34

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Family photos of Presidency team at 
Government Buildings on 01 May 2013.

€31.38

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Presidency Liaison Officers Photos at 
Dublin Castle on 27 May 2013.

€162.01

Marty Katz Photography & 
James Higgins Photography

St. Patrick’s Day Visit, New York - 16-17 
March 2013

€2,235.66

Maxwell Photography North South Ministerial Meeting on 
05/07/2013 at Dublin Castle Sundays 
F.T.P. images to Media outlets

€706.02

Maxwell Photography EU Presidency staff event on 05/07/2013 
at Dublin Castle - Upload of images to 
online gallery

€292.74

Maxwell Photography Round table discussion with the Taoise-
ach and on Online Retailers on 06 Sept 
2013.

€292.74

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach’s meeting with Bill Clinton at 
Government Buildings - 09/10/2013

€249.69

1 January to 2nd July 2014
Maxwell Photography Extra copies of prints of the Queen & 

President Obama’s visit, May 2011 or-
dered for Taoiseach

77.18

Maxwell Photography Photography assignment, Taoiseach’s Ad-
dress of the Nation, 15th December 2014

956.94

Maxwell Photography Photography Services for the Convention 
on the Constitution final plenary meeting 
22nd & 23rd February 2014

511.68

DNP Service Taoiseach’s visit to Japan, 3-4 December 
2013.

244.23



Questions - Written Answers

134

Vendor Name Description Cost
Maxwell Photography Photography assignment for the visit of 

the Spanish on the 6th March 2014
519.06

Maxwell Photography Photography assignment for the visit of 
the German Prime Minister on the 7th  
March 2014

396.06

Maria Photography Taoiseach’s visit to Abu Dhabi & Dubai, 
January 2014.

2695.8

Dan Hallissey Photography Taoiseach’s visit to Boston, 16 March 
2014.

506.77

08/07/2014WRC00750Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRC00800116. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach if he will detail, in tabular form, the use of 
external public relations firms employed by his Department since coming to office; a list of uses 
of each external public relations firm; the internal Department policy with regard to employing 
external groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29126/14]

08/07/2014WRC00900The Taoiseach: The following table provides details of external public relations firms em-
ployed by my Department since 9 March 2011.  My Department ensures it gets best value for 
money in the procurement of all goods and services and keeps to a minimum the engagement of 
public relations or external consultants.  In the cases set out below this was limited to engage-
ment for work carried out for Ireland’s EU Presidency and work on the Constitutional Conven-
tion.

Name of Consultant Purpose of consultancy
Caroline Erskine, Media and Public Affairs 
Consultant

To assist in the implementation of the com-
munications plan for Ireland’s Presidency 
of the Council of the European Union and 
associated projects.

Q4 Public Relations Support for the Convention on the Constitu-
tion 

08/07/2014WRC00950Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRC01000117. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach the total amount spent on external IT con-
sultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29161/14]

08/07/2014WRC01100118. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach if his Department has renegotiated external 
IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29180/14]

08/07/2014WRC01200The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 117 and 118 together.

 The total amount spent on external IT consultants by my Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013 and to date in 2014 is detailed in the following table.

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
€ 11,711 € 18,679 € 0 € 2,560 € 0
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My Department does not have any ongoing IT consultancy contracts in place.  When IT 
consultancy is required the practice in my Department is to select an appropriate competitive 
process such as seeking quotations, using a centrally negotiated framework agreement or issu-
ing a Request For Tender.

Question No. 119 answered with Question No. 98.

08/07/2014WRC01350EU Issues

08/07/2014WRC01400120. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he met Mr. Jean-Claude Juncker prior 
to or after the EU Council’s proposal to the European Parliament of Mr. Juncker as President of 
the Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29213/14]

08/07/2014WRC01500The Taoiseach: I spoke with President-Designate Juncker prior to the agreement by the 
European Council to propose him to the European Parliament as candidate for President of the 
European Commission.  Following this agreement, the President-Designate remains to be for-
mally elected by the European Parliament at a vote in Strasbourg next week.  Once his election 
is confirmed, he and I have already agreed to discuss the priorities and membership of his new 
Commission and the portfolio to which Ireland’s Commissioner may be assigned. 

I have supported President-Designate Juncker since his election as EPP lead candidate in 
Dublin last March and was very pleased that agreement was reached on his nomination at the 
European Council.  He is a highly experienced and capable politician, with a thorough under-
standing of EU issues and an appreciation of the particular circumstances of the Member States, 
including Ireland.  I welcome the fact that he has already made clear his commitment to priori-
tising policies which support economic recovery and job creation across the EU, in line with the 
strategic agenda recently agreed by the European Council.

Questions Nos. 121 to 126, inclusive, answered with Question No. 98.

08/07/2014WRC01650Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRC01700127. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Taoiseach the number of Bills his Department has 
published since March 2011; the number of regulatory impact assessments his Department has 
published since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29300/14]

08/07/2014WRC01800The Taoiseach: The Thirty-second Amendment of the Constitution (Abolition of Seanad 
Éireann) Bill 2013, was published in June 2013, further to a commitment in the Programme for 
Government.  A regulatory impact analysis (RIA) is normally required for all primary legisla-
tion but there are certain exceptions to this rule which are set out in the relevant guidelines.  As 
the Bill concerned involved amending the Constitution for the purpose of abolishing the Seanad 
rather than significantly impacting on the regulatory environment a RIA was not completed in 
keeping with precedents for Bills of this nature.

08/07/2014WRC01850Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRC01900128. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach if his Department or agencies under its aus-
pices have engaged the services of a debt collection agency in pursuing money owed to them; if 
his Department has guidelines regarding hiring such agencies; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29337/14]
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08/07/2014WRC02000The Taoiseach: My Department and NESDO - the only body under the aegis of my Depart-
ment - do not engage the services of a debt collection agency.

08/07/2014WRC02050Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WRC02100129. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Taoiseach the amount of funding his Depart-
ment provides for library services for persons with a visual impairment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29583/14]

08/07/2014WRC02200The Taoiseach: My Department provides a multi-site library service to staff of the Depart-
ment as well as to the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform.  To date, 
there have been no requests for library services from persons with a visual impairment.  Should 
a person with visual impairment seek the provision of these services every effort to source and 
deliver the services will be made.

Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRC02300130. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will provide the name, posi-
tion and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; and if he will provide details of 
any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap set by the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform and, if so, the amount of the increase sought.  [29610/14]

08/07/2014WRC02400The Taoiseach: The information sought by the Deputy in relation to the name and current 
salary of each special adviser I appointed, is set out in the following table.  No request was 
made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap from the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform.  The salary cost for special advisers employed in my Department is €566,878.  
The comparative full year figure for Special Advisers employed in this Department in 2010 is 
€1,072,920.

Name Title Salary
Mark Kennelly Chief of Staff €156,380
Andrew McDowell Special Advisor to the Taoiseach €156,380
Paul O’Brien Special Advisor to the Taoiseach €84,706
Angela Flanagan Special Advisor to the Taoiseach €84,706
Mark O’Doherty Special Advisor to Chief Whip €84,706

Public Sector Staff Increment Payments

08/07/2014WRC02500131. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form details of 
increments paid since 2008 in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30535/14]

08/07/2014WRC02600The Taoiseach: It is not possible to provide the information requested by the Deputy in the 
time available.  However, I will be in contact with the Deputy shortly with any relevant, avail-
able information.

08/07/2014WRC02650Departmental Staff Rehiring
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08/07/2014WRC02700132. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach the number of retired civil and 
public servants rehired on temporary contracts or as consultants under his remit; if he will pro-
vide a breakdown of these figures in tabular form, providing associated costs of such rehiring; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30560/14]

08/07/2014WRC02750The Taoiseach: No retired civil or public servants have been rehired on a temporary con-
tract or as consultants under the remit of my Department.

08/07/2014WRC02775Human Rights Issues

08/07/2014WRC02800133. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the impris-
onment of al-Jazeera journalists in Egypt was raised at the EU summit in Brussels.  [28972/14]

08/07/2014WRC02900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I share the wide-
spread international concern over the severe sentences imposed by a court in Cairo on 23 June 
on a number of Al Jazeera journalists for essentially doing no more than their job.  In my ad-
dress to the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade on 25 June I condemned this verdict, 
which amounts to the criminalisation of the legitimate activities of a free press, and represents 
an unacceptable restriction on freedom of expression and fundamentally undermines the cred-
ibility of the Egyptian judicial system.  The situation in Egypt was not on the agenda of the 
European Council meeting on 26/27 June.  However, the issue was discussed at the Foreign 
Affairs Council meeting in Luxembourg which I attended on 23 June.  High Representative 
Ashton issued a statement after the meeting on behalf of the EU expressing the concern of the 
Council about the verdicts as well as about the death sentences imposed against more than 180 
people following the recent well-publicised trial in Minya, Upper Egypt.  

Egypt’s new constitution provides guarantees for the fundamental rights of its people which 
the Egyptian courts, regrettably, do not appear to have fully recognized and vindicated in a 
number of recent verdicts.  This is deeply worrying to those of us who wish to support Egypt 
and the Egyptian people in their ongoing difficult transition to democracy.  These concerns have 
been clearly communicated in our ongoing contacts with the Egyptian authorities, both here and 
through our Embassy in Cairo, most recently by senior officials in my Department at a meeting 
with the Egyptian Embassy last week which specifically conveyed my concerns over the recent 
Al Jazeera verdicts as well as the continued detention of Ibrahim Halawa.

08/07/2014WRC02950Middle East Peace Process

08/07/2014WRC03000134. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he raised at 
the EU summit the deteriorating situation in the Middle East, which has seen efforts to revive 
the stalled initiative to encourage dialogue and agreement between Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority.  [28982/14]

08/07/2014WRC03100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The direct Israeli-
Palestinian peace talks were suspended at the beginning of May, as the parties were unable to 
agree a basis for their continuation beyond the agreed term.  In effect, and despite some nine 
months of negotiations, there remained a complete absence of trust between them as to the 
purpose of the talks.  There are at this point no direct moves being made to revive the stalled 
talks.  The United States mediators have in effect told both parties, in my view quite reasonably, 
to reflect carefully on the opportunity that may be squandered and the possible costs that could 
follow.  The recent tragic events in the area surely only underline this message.
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In recent months the focus in the EU has, of course, been on supporting the then-ongoing 
talks process.  Following the suspension, however, I believe that the EU needs to fundamen-
tally reappraise its positions on the conflict, particularly in view of the ever-increasing risk of a 
breakdown of the political path and the risk of renewed large scale violence.  The resumption of 
substantive talks will continue to be a priority, as only through talks can the occupation and the 
conflict be ended.  However, in our view the EU also needs to increase pressure on key Israeli 
actions on the ground which are acting wholly against the prospects of reaching such a political 
solution.  The publication last week by Ireland and the majority of our EU partners, of advice 
for businesses and citizens on the risks of commercial involvement with Israeli settlements 
represents an example of the kind of action we have in mind.  

It is intended, subject of course to events, that this discussion will begin at the Foreign Af-
fairs Council on 22 July.

08/07/2014WRC03150Humanitarian Aid

08/07/2014WRC03200135. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he raised 
at the EU summit the worsening humanitarian crises in South Sudan, Iraq, Syria and Ukraine.  
[28983/14]

08/07/2014WRC03300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The international 
community is facing an unprecedented number of simultaneous humanitarian crises, in particu-
lar in South Sudan, Iraq and Syria.  Ireland is playing a significant role in providing assistance 
through the UN and other agencies delivering vital services to the affected populations.

The situation in Ukraine, while deeply worrying, does not so far involve a humanitarian 
crisis of similar proportions.  It has, of course, been high on the agenda at EU and other inter-
national meetings I have participated in.

The situation in South Sudan was discussed in detail at the Foreign Affairs Council in 
Brussels on 17 March 2014.  Subsequently, on 15 May, the African Union and the EU met in 
Brussels and jointly welcomed the 9 May agreement, urging the parties to fully implement all 
agreements that have been signed to date.  The Foreign Affairs Council of EU Development 
Ministers also discussed developments on 19 May.  My colleague, the Minister for Trade and 
Development, Mr. Joe Costello T.D., highlighted the need for progress by the EU in implement-
ing a comprehensive approach to the political, security, and development crises in South Sudan.  
At the South Sudan pledging conference in Oslo on 20 May, Ireland pledged €2million in as-
sistance for the emergency operations of UN and NGO partners.  Our pledge has been fulfilled.

The deteriorating situation in Iraq is a matter of very serious concern.  There are now almost 
two million people displaced within Iraq.  The crisis was discussed with EU colleagues at the 
Foreign Affairs Council on 23 June, at which the Council agreed Conclusions condemning the 
recent violent attacks and wide scale reports of atrocities.  The Council also expressed serious 
concern at the humanitarian situation and the displacement of large numbers of people from 
their homes.

Ireland has been to the fore in the international efforts to help alleviate the suffering of the 
Syrian people and is one of the most generous contributors to the humanitarian response on a 
per capita basis.  In view of the immense needs in Syria and neighbouring countries hosting 
Syrian refugees, Minister Costello announced a pledge of €12 million in humanitarian assis-
tance at the Pledging Conference for Syria in Kuwait in January.  Since 2011, we have provided 
a total of just over €28 million in humanitarian assistance for victims of the Syrian crisis. 
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We have matched our humanitarian contribution with concrete support to international ef-
forts to find a sustainable political solution to the crisis, and we have advocated for safe and un-
impeded humanitarian access, as well as for respect by all parties of International Humanitarian 
Law.  In view of the immense needs in Syria and neighbouring countries, Ireland will continue 
to call for increased support to the humanitarian relief, as well as for the full and immediate 
implementation by all parties to the conflict of UN Security Council Resolution 2139 on Hu-
manitarian Assistance in Syria. 

I discussed the humanitarian situation in Ukraine with European colleagues at the Foreign 
Affairs Council on 23 June.  The Council expressed concern about the rapidly deteriorating 
human rights and humanitarian situation in eastern Ukraine and Crimea, as highlighted by the 
latest report of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.  We called on all 
sides to do their utmost to protect civilians and recalled the importance of allowing humanitar-
ian organizations perform their vital work, guided by the principles of neutrality, impartiality 
and non-discrimination.  The Council also expressed support for President Poroshenko’s peace 
plan, which I believe provides the best opportunity for progress towards peace and stability in 
Ukraine.

08/07/2014WRC03350Ukrainian Conflict

08/07/2014WRC03400136. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the position 
regarding the peace plan in the Ukraine and the President of Russia’s commitment to same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29040/14]

08/07/2014WRC03500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I assume the Deputy 
refers to President Poroshenko’s 15-point peace plan, which was announced on 20 June 2014, 
together with a seven-day unilateral ceasefire by the Ukrainian Government.  The plan offers 
an amnesty to separatists who disarm voluntarily as well as corridors to allow Russian and 
Ukrainian militants to return to Russia.  It also envisages changes to the Ukrainian constitu-
tion to enable the devolution of more power to the regions, as well as greater protection for 
Russian-language rights.  President Putin expressed qualified support for the plan following its 
announcement and it has been strongly welcomed by Ireland and its European partners.

At the Foreign Affairs Council in Brussels on 23 June, EU Ministers expressed their support 
for the peace plan as a major chance for de-escalation and commended President Poroshenko’s 
determined actions towards peace and stability in Ukraine since his inauguration, against the 
backdrop of increased violent activities by pro-Russia separatists in eastern Ukraine.  At the 
European Council, which met on 27 June and was attended by the Taoiseach, EU Heads of State 
and Government also welcomed the peace plan but expressed regret that the ceasefire had not 
led to the full cessation of military hostilities.  The European Council also noted the Russian 
President’s declaration of support in principle of the peace plan and the Russian Federation 
Council’s decision of 24 June to revoke authorisation that it had previously granted for the use 
Russian forces to intervene militarily in Ukraine.

Due to repeated infringements by pro-Russia separatists, President Poroshenko announced 
on 30 June that the ceasefire had come to an end.  Since then, there have been intense diplomatic 
efforts to have the ceasefire reinstated in order to give the peace plan a real chance for success.  
Following a meeting in Berlin between the Foreign Ministers of France, Germany, Russia and 
Ukraine on 2 July, an agreement was reached on the resumption of trilateral contact group talks, 
involving Ukraine, Russia and the OSCE  to pave the way for a new ceasefire.

I very much hope that all sides, including Russia, will continue to engage in efforts to make 
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urgent progress towards implementing all aspect of the peace plan, which I believe offers the 
best opportunity for achieving the peace and stability that we all wish to see in Ukraine.

08/07/2014WRC03550North South Ministerial Council

08/07/2014WRC03600137. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade when the 
next meeting of the North-South Ministerial Council will take place; if the matter of the Narrow 
Water Bridge will be on the agenda of that meeting; the actions he plans to take to progress this 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29864/14]

08/07/2014WRC03700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): A meeting of the 
North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) in plenary format scheduled to take place in Dublin 
Castle on Friday, 4 July 2014 was postponed on account of developments in Northern Ireland.  
While a date and an agenda for the rescheduled meeting are not yet agreed, it is anticipated that 
the issue of the Narrow Water Bridge will be discussed at the next plenary session.

At the previous NSMC Plenary meeting, which took place in Armagh on 8 November 2013, 
the Council indicated that it remained supportive of the concept of the Narrow Water Bridge.

08/07/2014WRC03750Freedom of Information Data

08/07/2014WRC03800138. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will out-
line in tabular form for each year from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of FOI requests 
received by his Department; the total refused; total granted; total part-granted; total appealed; 
total of successful appeals; total of part-successful appeals; total of refusals; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [29069/14]

08/07/2014WRC03900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Details requested by 
the Deputy are provided in tabular format.  My Department returns annual figures on FOI re-
quests to the Office of the Information Commissioner (OIC).  However, as the OIC does not re-
quest details of decisions at internal review stage, these statistics are not available for all years.

Number of FOI requests received by Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Year Total Requests* Requests 
Granted

Requests Part-
granted

Requests Refused

2009 86 37 33 8
2010 87 23 27 19
2011 68 16 34 8
2012 138 39 47 17
2013 88 29 23 21
2014 to date 55 15 19 12

*Total Requests includes requests subsequently withdrawn or transferred.

Number of FOI requests appealed and subject to an internal review

- Internal Re-
views

Original Deci-
sion Annulled

Original Decision 
Varied

Original deci-
sion affirmed

2009 4 Not available Not available Not available
2010 3 0 2 1
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- Internal Re-
views

Original Deci-
sion Annulled

Original Decision 
Varied

Original deci-
sion affirmed

2011 1 0 1 0
2012 8 1 2 5
2013 7 0 1 6
2014 to date 5 0 1 4

Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRC04000139. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical or career 
break, broken down by timeframe, that is, less than six months, six to 12 months, one to two 
years, two to three years, four to five years, and five years plus; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29086/14]

08/07/2014WRC04100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): A total of 24 officers 
are currently availing of the Career break scheme in my   Department.  Details of these officers 
are set out in the following table.

Number of staff Grade Duration of career break
0 - 0 - 6 months
0 - 6 – 12 months
51 Clerical Officer

Executive Officer 
Up to 2 years

21 Clerical Officer
Staff Officer

From 2 years up to 3 years

1121 Clerical Officer
Staff Officer
Third Secretary

From 4 years up to 5 years

1 Clerical Officer 5 years + 

08/07/2014WRC04150Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRC04200140. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the total photography costs for his Department since coming to office, 
inclusive of costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which 
photographers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with 
each occasion on which a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of 
photographers within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29103/14]

08/07/2014WRC04300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My Department only 
avails of the services of external photographic agencies where it is warranted, in particular, for 
major events and State occasions.  This is a service which my Department provides so that the 
media can easily and freely avail of photography where their own staff photographers cannot 
be fully accommodated.  There was a significant number of such events in the period in ques-
tion, including the State Visit of Queen Elizabeth II, the visit by President Obama and the Irish 
Chairmanship of the OSCE, all of which resulted in very positive international coverage of Ire-
land.  In the case of Ireland’s Presidency of the EU, there was a demand for photography which 
would not routinely apply.
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In September 2011, my Department led a collaborative advertised tender process for the 
procurement of a multi-supplier competitive framework of photographic service providers.  
This is now available for use by all Government Departments.  Details of the new framework 
arrangements and the photographers used are posted on the National Procurement Service web-
site: www.procurement.ie/suppliers/contracts/1298.  The purpose of this framework is to ensure 
Departments’ compliance with EU procurement rules and to ensure value for money by having 
a competitive process for photographic assignments.  In addition, my Department now makes 
greater use of in-house resources for photography. 

The total cost of photography to my Department over the period in question is €124,647.67.  
The following table indicates the cost associated with particular events.

Event Cost
Expenditure of missions abroad* €23,563.51
State Visit of Queen Elizabeth II €22,662.70
Diplomatic Credentials Ceremonies €17,221.04
Official Visit by Chinese Vice President €7,321.58
State Visit of Prince Albert of Monaco €6,213.35
OSCE Ministerial Council €4,786.55
Official Visit by Japanese Prime Minister €2,555.94
Official Visit by Canadian Prime Minister €2,553.36
Official Visit by the King & Queen of Lesotho €2,473.14
Official Visit to Mozambique, Malawi & Tanzania €2,388.30
Global Irish Economic Forum 2013 €2,175.20
Diplomatic Corps New Years Greetings €2,015.97
Global Irish Economic Forum €1,923.90
Inauguration of President Higgins €1,817.30
OSCE Event: Lessons learned from NI Peace Process €1,479.35
Launch of Our World Awards €1,268.05
Africa Ireland Economic Forum 2011 €1,220.59
Presidential Distinguished Service Awards 2013 €1,544.08
Our World Irish Aid Awards (National + Regional 
Finals)

€942.18

Haiti Photographic exhibition €919.90
Irish Aid Centre education materials €741.80
Science for Development Award at BT Young Scientist €711.71
Launch of Commemoration Lecture Series €658.82
Irish Aid - One World One Future Policy Launch €637.14
Official Visit to Kenya €606.40
Official Visit by Indian Minister €599.75
Launch of the 2010 Irish Aid annual report €569.00
Launch of EU Presidency Logo €560.84
Launch of Africa Day 2011 - Dublin €526.35
Official Farewell for the British Ambassador €524.84
Meeting of EU Development Ministers €521.19
Western Balkans Conference €482.16
Africa Day 2013 €478.45
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Event Cost
Visit of Elders €430.50
OSCE 5+2 Conference €417.76
Visit of Congressman Morrison €412.05
Visit of Aung Sang Suu Kyi €393.92
Official Visit by US Congressional Delegation €388.62
Launch of Hunger Envoy’s Report €379.33
Visit of Governor of Massachusetts €361.62
Simon Cumbers Fund Exhibition €350.86
Official Visit by US First Lady €327.18
Africa Ireland Economic Forum - 2012 €319.80
Meeting with Japanese Ambassador €318.84
Launch of Certificate of Irish Heritage €296.23
HNCJ Conference €284.63
Irish Aid Trade and Development Conf. €282.41
UNRWA Commissioner General €246.00
Official Visit by Chinese Vice Premier Ma €223.86
Our World Irish Aid Awards 2014 €223.86
Meeting with British delegation €209.10
Irish Aid Annual Report launch €206.64
100 Objects launch €206.64
Visit of Bill Gates €195.20
Visit of German Opposition Leader €194.88
Visit of Norwegian Foreign Minister €189.19
Irish Aid Our World Awards - 2013 €171.23
Northern Voices Exhibition €167.28
EU Affairs Ministers Meeting €166.05
Visit of French Minister for European Affairs €166.05
Irish Aid Int’l Conf. on Agriculture €164.60
EU Working Group on Humanitarian Aid €154.98
OSCE 5+2 Conference (2) €153.75
Irish Aid Volunteering Fair 2013 €137.76
Visit of Romanian Foreign Minister €137.76
Visit of Head of International Rescue Committee €137.76
Forum on female entrepreneurship €134.33
Irish Aid - AWEPA Conference €120.54
Lecture by Mark O’Neill €120.54
Visit of Swiss Foreign Minister €120.54
Irish Aid Fellowship Annual Meeting €119.55
Volunteering Fair, Limerick - 2011 €119.55
Forum with Arab Ambassadors €116.85
Africa Day Launch, Limerick - 2011 €115.85
BT Young Scientist - 2013 €109.25
Meeting with UN Special Envoy to the Great Lakes 
Region

€103.32
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Event Cost
Visit of Secretary General, Council of Europe €103.32
Global Irish Network Advisory Group €102.15
Official Visit to Korea/Japan €95.00
Launch of review of Trade, Tourism & Investment 
Strategy

€86.10

Total €124,647.67
*It was not possible to provide a full breakdown in the time available.

08/07/2014WRC04350Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRC04400141. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will detail 
in tabular form the use of external public relations firms employed by his Department since 
coming to office; the list of uses of each external public relations firm; the internal Department 
policy with regard to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29120/14]

08/07/2014WRC04500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): For the period re-
ferred to by the Deputy my Department has not incurred expenditure on external public rela-
tions and communications services.  From time to time, consultants or companies with a public 
relations and communications background are commissioned to provide other professional ser-
vices such as project management, logistics and event management.

DHR Communications has been contracted since 2010 to manage and administer grants 
under the Simon Cumbers Media Fund (SCMF).  This involves managing three funding rounds 
each year, including through national and regional information workshops; managing and ad-
ministering the application process; organising the judging process and providing detailed feed-
back to all applicants; processing grant payments and keeping detailed administrative and fi-
nancial records; maintaining and updating the SCMF website and managing the SCMF student 
competition.  DHR was awarded a two-year contract to 2012 and was re-engaged in February 
2012 for a further two years following a competitive tendering process.  The contract was ex-
tended in 2014 for a further  year.

Following a competitive tendering process, DHR was engaged to plan, manage and execute 
a national Africa Day flagship event in Dublin.  This includes the administration of a small 
grants scheme for regional events which DHR managed on behalf of the Department in part-
nership with a number of local authorities.  DHR also worked to raise public awareness of the 
Africa Day events, including through the use of social media and the Africa Day website.  This 
work represented a very minor element of the project and was conducted in close cooperation 
with my Department’s communications office.  Africa Day Family Days, incorporating musi-
cal entertainment, cultural activities and an African Bazaar, were hosted by the Department in 
Iveagh Gardens in 2009 and 2010, in CHQ in Georges Dock in 2012 and at the Farmleigh Estate 
in 2013 and 2014.  In 2011, the Department supported a series of smaller-scale performances, 
family events, art exhibitions, debates and educational activities instead of hosting a flagship 
event. 

DHR also provided short-term management support services for the Review of the White 
Paper on Irish Aid, including the logistical management of the nationwide public consultation 
activities.

The following table sets out the use of DHR engaged by my Development Cooperation 
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Division since March 2011.   

Project and Event Management March 2011 to 2 July 2014

Name of Project/Event Year
Simon Cumbers Media Fund (SCMF) grants scheme 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 
The Irish Aid White Paper Review 2011, 2012
Africa Day 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014

08/07/2014WRC04550Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRC04600142. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the total amount 
spent on external IT consultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29155/14]

08/07/2014WRC04700143. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his Depart-
ment has renegotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29174/14]

08/07/2014WRC04800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 142 and 143 together.

While my Department makes use of external IT service providers for various support and 
maintenance requirements for its data and communications networks, it has not engaged, nor 
re-negotiated contracts with, any IT consultants since March 2011.  In 2010 and 2011 the De-
partment engaged consultants for the purpose of providing infrastructure- and systems-related 
security advice and the amounts expended were €65,545 and €23,529 respectively.  There are 
no plans at present to engage ICT consultants in 2014.  

It is my Department’s policy to seek competitive tenders and to test the market on a regular 
basis for all IT requirements.

08/07/2014WRC04850Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRC04900144. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s remit 
from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his Department’s re-
mit since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his Department’s 
remit publically advertised since March 2011 to date; and the number of appointments to State 
boards under his remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  [29192/14]

08/07/2014WRC05000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There are no State 
Boards under the aegis of my Department.

08/07/2014WRC05050Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRC05100145. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of Bills his Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory impact as-
sessments his Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [29294/14]
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08/07/2014WRC05200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have sponsored 
two items of legislation - the European Communities (Amendment) Bill 2012 and the Thirtieth 
Amendment of the Constitution (Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Governance in the Eco-
nomic and Monetary Union) Bill 2012.

Regulatory Impact Assessments are carried out on all legislation as necessary.  However, 
most of the legislation brought forward by my Department does not impact significantly on the 
regulatory environment and since March 2011 no Regulatory Impact Assessments have been 
carried out by my Department.

08/07/2014WRC05250Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRC05300146. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his Depart-
ment or agencies under its auspices have engaged the services of a debt collection agency in 
pursuing moneys owed to them; if his Department has guidelines regarding hiring such agen-
cies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29331/14]

08/07/2014WRC05400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My Department has 
not engaged the services of a debit collection agency in pursuing monies owed to Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade and therefore we have no guidelines in place in relation to such 
agencies.

08/07/2014WRC05450Human Rights Issues

08/07/2014WRC05500147. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps 
he will take to help in the search for more than 200 schoolgirls who were abducted by Boko 
Haram in northern Nigeria in April; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29489/14]

08/07/2014WRC05600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I remain seriously 
concerned about the worsening security situation in Nigeria.  I have strongly condemned the ab-
duction of more than 200 schoolgirls from the northern Nigerian town of Chibok by the terrorist 
organisation, Boko Haram, on 14 April.  I am also appalled by continuing reports of violent 
attacks, including further abductions, throughout Nigeria.

I have given my full support to the clear demands of the United Nations Secretary General, 
Ban Ki-Moon, and the High Representative of the European Union, Catherine Ashton, that the 
girls abducted in Chibok be released and that those responsible be brought to justice.  I welcome 
the support now being provided to the Nigerian authorities from a number of our EU partners 
and from the USA, to help find the missing schoolgirls.

On 12 May, the EU Foreign Affairs Council, meeting in Brussels underlined our serious 
concern at the terrorist attacks in northern Nigeria and strongly condemned the abduction of 
the schoolgirls and called for their immediate and unconditional release.  The Council empha-
sised the EU’s readiness to support the Nigerian authorities in the resolution of this crime and 
their ongoing efforts to defeat terrorism in all its forms, in full respect of human rights.  On 26 
May, the EU agreed to fund a further series of measures, including the provision of technical 
assistance to the Office of the National Security Advisor to implement and coordinate counter 
terrorism legislation and crisis management structures, and to develop capacity to address the 
issue of increasing radicalisation and recruitment. 

On 22 May, the UN Security Council Al Qaida Sanctions Committee approved the addi-
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tion of Boko Haram to its list of individuals and entities subject to targeted financial sanctions 
and an arms embargo.  With effect from the 29 May, the EU added Boko Haram to the lists of 
groups covered by the freezing of funds and economic resources.   

Our Embassy in Abuja, working in cooperation with EU and other key partners, is in close 
contact with the Nigerian authorities, who have the primary responsibility for the resolution of 
the case of the missing school girls and to address the broader security situation.  Our Ambas-
sador in Abuja has participated in discussions among local EU Heads of Mission, which are 
advising on the EU’s next steps in the area.  We will continue to support every effort being un-
dertaken by the Nigerian Government to counter radicalisation and terrorism within its borders, 
to resolve the specific case of the abducted schoolgirls and to promote full respect for human 
rights.

08/07/2014WRC05650UN Reform

08/07/2014WRC05700148. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the propos-
als he has made to the Secretary General of the United Nations to put in place new structures, 
given that the current structures are totally outdated and in view of the lack of effectiveness 
of the UN in dealing with conflict in many parts of the world and taking into account political 
changes over many decades; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29588/14]

08/07/2014WRC05800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ireland has actively 
championed the reform agenda at the United Nations in recent years and will continue to do so, 
not only with regards to Security Council Reform, but also in relation to peacekeeping, peace 
building and other UN structures to increase the effectiveness and accountability of the UN.  
The nature of conflict is very different from when the UN was founded, and it is important that 
structures be amended to reflect this.

Ireland participates in the informal plenary sessions of the 10th round of Intergovernmental 
Negotiations on the question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership 
of the Security Council and other matters related to the Council. Ireland has called for these 
discussions to be intensified with a view to identifying whether there is a model for reform 
which can command broad consensus.  Ireland is a member of the Accountability, Coherence 
and Transparency (ACT) grouping at the UN, launched in May 2013 in New York. It is a cross-
regional group of 21 states aiming to improve the working methods of the UN Security Council. 
Ireland also actively participates in the ACT sub-group on peacekeeping.

Ireland has made a significant contribution to new UN Structures.  Ireland’s Ambassador 
was one of three Permanent Representatives to the United Nations who were appointed to fa-
cilitate a review of the Peace Building Commission in December 2009.  The outcome of this 
review was the approval in 2010 by the UN Secretary-General of the co-facilitator’s report 
which sought to reinvigorate the Peacebuilding Commission. 

On peacekeeping, Ireland is currently participating in a UN initiative to improve standards 
which guide the operation of UN peacekeeping missions.  The initiative allows us to share the 
significant expertise we have gained through our longstanding participation in UN peacekeep-
ing missions in order to develop best practices at UN missions.  Ireland also hosted a panel 
discussion on command and control structures for UN peacekeeping operations on 3 July.

Ministerial Advisers Remuneration
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08/07/2014WRC05900149. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; and 
if he will provide details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap 
set by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and, if so, the amount of the increase 
sought.  [29604/14]

08/07/2014WRC06000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The Guidelines on 
Ministerial Appointments issued in March 2011 state that Special Advisers are to be placed on 
the Principal Officer (standard) scale: €75,674 - €92,550.  Appointments will be on the first 
point of the scale, except where the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform sanctions a 
higher salary rate.

I have four Special Advisers in my Department.  Salary details for each of them are set out 
in the following table. 

Name Position held Annual Salary
Mark Garrett Chief Adviser – Office of the Tánaiste €156,380
Colm O’Reardon Economic Adviser – Office of the Tánaiste €144,550
Jean O’Mahony Special Adviser – Tánaiste and Minister 

for Foreign Affairs and Trade
€84,706

Niamh Sweeney Special Adviser – Tánaiste and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and Trade

€78,670

08/07/2014WRC06050Humanitarian Aid

08/07/2014WRC06100150. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps that 
have been taken to assist those suffering from the Ebola virus in West Africa. [29691/14]

08/07/2014WRC06200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Ebola virus outbreak, which started in Guinea in early 2014, has now spread to Liberia 
and Sierra Leone.  Ebola patients have been identified in more than 60 separate locations across 
the three countries.  Latest reports from the World Health Organisation (WHO) state that there 
have been 427 deaths across West Africa.

The international response to the outbreak is being coordinated by the WHO, which has de-
ployed 150 experts to the three countries.  These experts have been supporting the Ministries of 
Health to contain the outbreak and assist those suffering from the virus.  An emergency regional 
meeting took place in Accra last week, involving West African Ministers of Health, Ebola and 
public health specialists and representatives from UN agencies, the European Union, bilateral 
donors and NGOs. The meeting focused on cooperation strategies to tackle the regional out-
break.

There is great concern about the regional spread of the outbreak to Sierra Leone and Liberia, 
which are partner countries for Ireland’s aid programme.  There are now 221 confirmed cases of 
the virus in Sierra Leone, of which 67 have resulted in death.  Since the outbreak was confirmed 
in late May, the Government of Sierra Leone and its development partners have taken clear 
practical measures in response, in line with best practice.  Efforts are also underway to improve 
public understanding of the symptoms and effects of the virus and to build public cooperation 
with the Ebola response. 

In Liberia, the Ebola outbreak was considered to have ended by early June, but there was 
a second outbreak on 10 June.  There are now 48 confirmed cases in Liberia, of which 33 
have resulted in death.  The Government of Liberia, supported by development partners, has 
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reactivated the Ebola response plan put in place during the initial outbreak.  Ireland provides 
substantial support to Liberia’s Ministry of Health under our aid programme, and the Irish Aid 
office in Monrovia is actively monitoring the situation and regularly liaising with Government 
and other development partners.

Ireland has also provided €60,000 to the NGO Concern Worldwide for their programme 
which aims to prevent the spread of Ebola through community sensitisation and health and hy-
giene awareness in Sierra Leone and Liberia.  In addition, the START fund, an innovative fund 
mechanism for NGOs, which is supported by Irish Aid, has provided €350,000 to Concern, 
Christian Aid, Save the Children and ActionAid for their response to the Ebola outbreak.  

Our Embassy in Freetown is continuing to monitor and report on the situation and is en-
gaged in urgent coordination efforts with Governments and other UN, EU and NGO partners.

08/07/2014WRC06250Middle East Issues

08/07/2014WRC06300151. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
push for more action from the United Nations and European Union to de-escalate the violence 
in the Middle East; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29760/14]

08/07/2014WRC06400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The present situation 
across the Middle East is one of deep concern, with serious open conflict in both Syria and now 
Iraq, and the possibility of violence increasing in Libya, the Occupied Palestinian Territory and 
elsewhere.  All of these conflicts, and wider unrest across the region, have occupied a signifi-
cant proportion of the agenda at both UN and EU level for a long time.

 The most serious of these situations is the full scale civil war in Syria.  Efforts to resolve 
this situation have been focussed primarily at the UN, including the activity of joint special en-
voys of the UN Secretary General and the Arab League.  These efforts have so far been unsuc-
cessful, due to the attitude of the parties in Syria, the inability of the Security Council to agree 
on how to resolve the conflict politically, and the influx of fighters, weapons and other support 
into the conflict from outside.

The crisis in Iraq has erupted suddenly from a growing security problem to a full blown 
conflict, with large areas of the country falling under the control of the radical ISIS movement 
and groups allied to it.  I have reported recently to the Dáil on the discussions on Iraq at the For-
eign Affairs Council on 23 June, and the EU position set out in the Conclusions of that Council. 
While there will clearly have to be some security response to the crisis by the Iraqi Government, 
Ireland has stressed that any such response must be measured and proportionate, and moreover 
that security measures will not succeed unless they are accompanied by a more inclusive politi-
cal outreach than has been practised by the Iraqi Government thus far.

In recent weeks there has also been growing concern about the situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, following a dreadful series of murders of Israeli and Palestinian youths, 
and what seemed to threaten a possible spiral of sectarian violence.  This remains a serious con-
cern, and one that we are watching closely.  Statements by myself, by EU High Representative 
Ashton and by others, have all stressed the need for all parties to avoid inflaming the situation, 
leading to any further loss of life.  Thankfully, and despite some emotional calls for revenge on 
both sides, there are indications that leaders in both communities are attempting to avoid such 
an escalation and, in particular, to agree a ceasefire in respect of Gaza.  But this will remain a 
situation requiring close observation.
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08/07/2014WRC06450Military Aircraft Landings

08/07/2014WRC06500152. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 99 of 1 July 2014, the number of occasions on which each country of 
origin’s military aircraft landed at Shannon in the past 12 months.  [29803/14]

08/07/2014WRC06600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As outlined in Ques-
tion 99 of 1 July 2014, which contained information on landings at Shannon Airport and over-
flights of Irish airspace, my Department grants permission for the landing of foreign military 
aircraft at Shannon Airport subject to the condition that the aircraft are unarmed, carry no arms, 
ammunition or explosives, do not engage in intelligence gathering, and that the flights in ques-
tion do not form any part of military exercises or operations.

The number of occasions on which permission was granted for aircraft of the countries con-
cerned to land at the airport is outlined in the following table.  

Country Number
Bahrain 1
Belgium 2
Canada 5
Croatia 3
Egypt 4
France 7
Germany 4
Italy 8
Malaysia 1
Mexico 1
USA 630
TOTAL 666

08/07/2014WRC06650Human Rights Issues

08/07/2014WRC06700153. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has 
had recent contact with the Egyptian authorities in relation to the detention of an Irish citizen 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29812/14]

08/07/2014WRC06800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I raised my concerns 
regarding this individual with the EU High Representative, Catherine Ashton, on 23 June 2014 
at the Foreign Affairs Council in Luxembourg.  I have also raised my concerns at this individ-
ual’s continued detention without trial with the then Egyptian Foreign Minister, Nabil Fahmy, 
on 11 November and 23 December 2013.  I followed up these phone calls with a letter to Min-
ister Fahmy in January, expressing my continued concern at this individual’s detention.  The 
Minister for European Affairs Paschal Donohoe, T.D. met with Foreign Minister Fahmy, on 11 
June 2014 in Athens, on the margins of the EU-League of Arab States Ministerial meeting.  The 
Minister raised the ongoing detention of the individual and requested that all appropriate assis-
tance might be provided to him and his family arising from our serious concerns over his case.

From the outset, Ambassador Isolde Moylan and her colleagues in the Embassy of Ireland in 
Cairo have been in sustained and direct contact with the Egyptian authorities in relation to the 
case and contacts have included numerous meeting at Ambassadorial level with senior officials 
from the Foreign Ministry, Ministry of Justice and the office of the Prosecutor General.  Also, 
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on 12 March 2014, the Minister for Justice wrote to the Egyptian Minister for Justice Abdel-
Moneim Othman, raising the Government’s concerns at the individual’s situation and request-
ing the opportunity to speak about this case as soon as possible. 

I have worked with the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
Catherine Ashton, to ensure maximum engagement at EU level.  As advised already, as recently 
as 9 May, I wrote to Ms Ashton to raise this case.  At my request, Minister of State Paschal 
Donohoe, T.D. raised this individual’s case in person with High Representative Ashton at the 
Foreign Affairs Council meeting in Brussels on 12 May.  High Representative Ashton had con-
firmed that the EU is both acutely aware of, and closely monitoring, this individual’s situation.  
The European External Action Service delegation in Cairo has raised the case during official 
contacts.  The EU Special Representative for Human Rights, Stavros Lambrinidis, mentioned 
the case during separate meetings with the Egyptian Foreign Minister and the Prosecutor Gen-
eral in Cairo on 9 February.

From the beginning, the Consular Section in my Department has been actively liaising with 
the family of this individual and the Head of Consular Section in Dublin met with family rep-
resentatives on 17 August, 19 September, 24 October and 16 December 2013, 16 January, 6 
March, 1 and 21 May 2014.  Also, the Embassy in Cairo has been allowed regular consular 
access to this individual and consular visits were made by the Embassy on 24 August, 8 Sep-
tember, 15 September, 10 October, 24 October, 30 October, 10 November, 21 November, 3 
December and 18 December 2013 and 8 January, 26 January, 13 February, 23 March, 9 April, 
5 May, 9 June and 1 July 2014.   

In all dealings with the authorities the Embassy has sought to stress the individual’s young 
age, the length of time he has already been in detention, and the necessity for him to return to 
Ireland as soon as possible to continue his studies for his Leaving Certificate examination as 
mitigating factors in his case in addition to the fact that his three sisters who were part of the 
same case and with him when he was arrested have already been allowed to return to Ireland.  
However, as you will be aware, the individual named is still before the judicial system in Egypt 
and we are precluded from getting involved in the judicial process.

Let me assure you that I continue to remain seriously concerned at the continued detention 
of this individual and have directed that the Irish Embassy in Cairo and the Consular Assistance 
Section at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade continue to give all appropriate consular 
assistance.

08/07/2014WRD00200Diplomatic Passports

08/07/2014WRD00300154. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if Ireland 
provides diplomatic passports to Irish citizens working in European Union Delegations run by 
the European External Action Service either within Europe or around the world, or if regular 
Irish passports and the EU’s laissez passers suffice; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29893/14]

08/07/2014WRD00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I can confirm that 
diplomatic passports are provided to Irish officials assigned to work for the European External 
Action Service in overseas missions.

08/07/2014WRD00500UN Committees
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08/07/2014WRD00600155. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of times and the occasions Ireland has chaired the Western European and Others Group at the 
UN in New York since it became a member; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29894/14]

08/07/2014WRD00700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There are currently 
5 regional groupings at the UN; namely the African Group, Asia-Pacific Group, Eastern Euro-
pean Group (EEG), Latin America and Caribbean Group (GRULAC) and the Western Europe 
and Others Group (WEOG).  This arrangement was initiated in 1961.  The primary focus of the 
regional groups is to assist in allocating seats on UN bodies of limited membership.  WEOG is 
composed of 29 member states. Chairmanship of WEOG works on a rotational basis amongst 
the members of the Group, in alphabetical order using the French language.  Each state chairs 
the group for one month.  Ireland last chaired WEOG in June 2013, and prior to that in Febru-
ary 2011, October 2008 and June 2006.  Our next chairmanship of WEOG is expected to be in 
September 2015. 

08/07/2014WRD00800Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRD00900156. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will pro-
vide, in tabular form, details of increments paid since 2008 in his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [30531/14]

08/07/2014WRD01000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Increments are 
awarded on an annual basis, to officers who have not yet reached the maximum of their scale, 
following an assessment in relation to performance of duties, attendance and general conduct 
and suitability.  Details of increments from Jan 2008 - June 2014 are included in the following 
table.

YEAR NUMBER OF INCREMENTS VALUE OF INCREMENTS
2008 761 679,396
2009 739 608,755
2010 694 585,911
2011 630 630,105
2012 533 486,841
2013 447 393,135
2014 187 240,404

08/07/2014WRD01100Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/07/2014WRD01200157. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of retired civil and public servants rehired on temporary contracts or as consultants 
under his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those figures in tabular form, providing as-
sociated costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30556/14]

08/07/2014WRD01300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Details are set out in 
the following table of retired officials who are currently contracted to my Department: 
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Grade Position Held Duration Approx cost of 
contract

Counsellor Passport Appeals 
Officer

Three-year contract 
from 4 April 2014

€212 per day

Assistant Secretary To assist in the 
preparation of files 
for the National 
Archives

Contract for a maxi-
mum of 10 weeks 
spread over the twelve 
months of 2014

€280 per day

Retired Public Ser-
vant

Consultancy Ser-
vices for the Private 
Sector Infrastructure 
Group

March – December 
2014

€20,000 for the dura-
tion of the contract

08/07/2014WRD01400Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

08/07/2014WRD01500158. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if there are any allow-
ances available for old age pensioners who suffer from reduced mobility due to chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease, COPD, to enable them to continue to drive a vehicle to keep them 
as active and as independent in the community; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29033/14]

08/07/2014WRD01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and Vehicle Registration Tax (up 
to certain limits) on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe 
and permanent physical disabilities, and exemption from motor tax in respect of that vehicle, 
and relief from excise duty on fuel (up to a certain limit). To qualify for the scheme, an applicant 
must hold a Primary Medical Certificate.

To receive a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and severely 
disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions:

1.   be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

2.   be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

3.   be without both hands or without both arms;

4.   be without one or both legs;

5.   be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

6.   have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of 
the lower limbs. 

The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant local Health Service Executive administrative 
area makes a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies 
the medical criteria. A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is required to claim the reliefs provided for in the Regulations. An unsuccessful applicant 
can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to the Disabled Drivers Medical Board 
of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in respect of the individual. The Medical 
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Board of Appeal is independent in the exercise of its functions. After six months a citizen can 
reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition.         

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) is not one of the qualifying criteria. How-
ever, if an individual with COPD also satisfies one of the qualifying medical criteria provided 
for in the Regulations, they would be entitled to apply for a Primary Medical Certificate in re-
spect of the qualifying criteria. More detailed information is available on the Revenue website 
at the following link: http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/vrt/leaflets/drivers-passengers-with-disabil-
ities-tax-relief-scheme.pdf.

08/07/2014WRD01700Tobacco Seizures

08/07/2014WRD01800159. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
the successful Garda operations in terms of the seizures of smuggled tobacco products during 
the past 12 months.  [29350/14]

08/07/2014WRD01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that, in the period from 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014, some 70.6 million cigarettes and 
9,931 kilograms of tobacco were seized.

There were 5,902 seizures of cigarettes, and 959 of tobacco, in that period, reflecting Rev-
enue’s extensive programme of action against all stages of the supply chain for illicit tobacco 
products. Major seizures included:

- 32.3 million cigarettes at Drogheda Port on 24 June 2014,

- 10.4 million cigarettes at Dublin Port on 12 July 2013,

- 10 million cigarettes at Dublin Port on 17 September 2013, and

- 1.17 million cigarettes at Ashbourne, Co. Meath, on 17 July 2013.

I would like to congratulate the Revenue Commissioners on the recent major seizure at 
Drogheda, which included 4.5 tonnes of water pipe tobacco as well as 32.3 million cigarettes, 
and is the largest in Europe to date this year. I understand that this intelligence-led operation 
targeted the criminal activities of an international organised crime group headed up by Irish and 
UK nationals and based in Europe, and that the seizure represents a significant blow to them. 
Revenue worked in close cooperation with An Garda Síochána and with law enforcement agen-
cies across several jurisdictions, including Slovenia and Portugal, and the successful outcome 
of the operation is a tribute to the positive engagement by all the agencies concerned.

The Revenue Commissioners advise also that combating the illegal tobacco trade will con-
tinue to be a high priority for them. This work includes a wide range of measures designed to 
identify and target those who are engaged in the supply or sale of illicit products, with a view 
to seizing the illicit products and prosecuting those responsible. This multi-faceted strategy 
includes ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of the problem, developing and sharing intel-
ligence on a national, EU and international basis, the use of analytics and detection technolo-
gies and ensuring the optimum deployment of resources at points of importation and within the 
country.

Interception of illicit tobacco products is achieved through a combination of risk analysis, 
profiling and intelligence and the screening of cargo, vehicles, baggage and postal packages. 
Revenue officers also target the illicit trade at the post-importation level by carrying out intel-
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ligence-based operations and random checks at retail outlets, markets and private and commer-
cial premises.

There is extensive cooperation with An Garda Síochána in combating the illicit trade, and 
the relevant agencies in the State also work closely with their counterparts in Northern Ireland, 
through a cross-border group on tobacco enforcement, to target the organised crime groups that 
are responsible for a large proportion of the illegal tobacco market. In addition, cooperation 
takes place with other revenue administrations and with the European Anti-Fraud office, OLAF, 
in the ongoing programmes at international level to tackle the illicit trade.

In addition, legislative action has been taken over recent years to ensure that the Revenue 
Commissioners have the requisite powers to respond effectively to the problem of the illegal 
tobacco trade. The Finance Act 2012 clarified the legal basis for Revenue officers to open and 
examine the contents of postal and courier packets that are reasonably believed to contain un-
taxed excise products. The Finance Act 2013 introduced new offence and forfeiture measures 
relating to the illicit production of tobacco, including offences for involvement with illicit to-
bacco production, knowingly dealing in or delivering any illicit tobacco product and keeping 
materials and equipment for the purposes of illicit production.  Provision was made also for 
the forfeiture of any equipment or materials, including unmanufactured tobacco, used for illicit 
production.  That Act also strengthened the offence provisions relating to the sale or delivery of 
unstamped tobacco products.  The Finance (No. 2) Act 2013, provided that a person suspected 
of an offence of dealing in, or with, unstamped tobacco products must provide information to a 
Revenue Officer or a Garda and may be required to present any tobacco product concerned for 
examination, and makes provision for search by a Revenue Officer or Garda of any bag or other 
receptacle that he or she reasonably believes to contain tobacco products that are concerned in 
the offence.  

As well as those changes to primary law Ireland, in accordance with EU Directive 2008/118/
EU, introduced a quantitative restriction, with effect from 1 January 2014, on the number of 
cigarettes that may be brought into the State for personal use by individuals travelling from 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania and Romania.  The Excise Duty on Cigarettes 
(Quantitative Restrictions) Order 2013 (S.I. No. 553 of 2013) provides that the number of tax-
paid cigarettes that may be brought into Ireland for personal use by individuals travelling from 
those Member States, without payment of further excise duty in Ireland, is restricted to 300.  
Anyone with cigarettes in excess of that quantity must declare them to a Revenue Officer and 
pay the appropriate excise duty.  This restriction will remain in place until 31 December 2017 
or until such time as the particular Member State has achieved the required EU minimum tax 
levels, whichever is the earlier.  

08/07/2014WRD02000Property Taxation Exemptions

08/07/2014WRD02100160. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance his views on extending local 
property tax exemptions to include households where high level care is provided; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29712/14]

08/07/2014WRD02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that while there is no specific exemption from Local Property Tax (LPT) for a house-
hold where high level care is provided, a residential property occupied by an individual who 
is disabled may qualify for a reduction in the market value of the property for LPT purposes.  
Additionally, where a residential property is occupied by an individual who is permanently 
and totally incapacitated, the property may be exempt from LPT.  These two LPT reliefs are 
outlined below. 
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Section 15A of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides for a 
reduction in the market value for LPT purposes of a residential property that has been adapted 
for occupation by a disabled person where the adaptation has been grant-aided, or approved 
for grant aid, by a local authority and where the adaptation increases the market value of the 
property. The person with the disability must occupy the property as his or her sole or main 
residence after the adaptation is completed. Under the Disability Act 2005 disability means “a 
substantial restriction in the capacity of an individual to carry on a profession, business or occu-
pation in the State or to participate in social or cultural life in the State by reason of an enduring 
physical, sensory, mental health or intellectual impairment.” 

Section 10B of the LPT Act provides that an exemption from the charge to LPT may ap-
ply to a residential property purchased, built or adapted to make it suitable for occupation by 
a permanently and totally incapacitated individual as their sole or main residence, where an 
award has been made by the Injuries Board (formerly known as the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board) or a court, or where a trust has been established, specifically for the benefit of such 
individuals. In the case of adaptations to a property, the exemption only applies where the cost 
of the adaptation work exceeds 25% of the market value of the property before it was adapted. 

Entitlement to the exemption provided for in section 10B will depend on whether the extent 
of a person’s disability is such that they are permanently and totally incapacitated from being 
able to maintain themselves. “Maintain” in this context means a person’s ability to support 
themselves by earning an income from working. Total incapacity in this context means that the 
individual is not capable of earning a living from any kind of work.  The incapacity must also 
be permanent, that is, there must be no prospect of the individual recovering, or of the condition 
improving, to the extent that they become capable of maintaining themselves.

I am also advised that whether households, where high level care is provided, qualify for 
relief under section 15A, or for exemption under section 10B, will depend on the facts and cir-
cumstances of each case.

The Deputy may be aware that following representations and a review of the reliefs, I an-
nounced on 2 May 2014 that I intend bringing forward legislation amending section 15A to re-
move the requirement that any adaptation work on the residential property must be grant-aided, 
or has been approved for grant-aid, by a local authority as one of the qualifying conditions for 
the tax relief.  I also intend to remove the requirement, by way of legislation amending section 
10B, that a permanent and totally incapacitated person must have benefitted from a Court or 
Injuries Board award or a public trust fund, to qualify for the exemption.

My officials wrote to the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners advising her of my 
intention to retrospectively amend the legislation. In view of this, the Chairman has advised 
me that Revenue will apply the exemption and the tax relief in line with the proposed revised 
legislation.  The Commissioners have published detailed guidelines which describe how a resi-
dential property qualifies for the reduction in market value or the exemption under the new 
arrangements, and how liable persons should make their application to Revenue. The Guide-
lines are available on their website at: Guidelines on Local Property Tax Relief For Disabled / 
Incapacitated Individuals. 

Under the new arrangements, applications for the reduction in market value should be made 
on Form LPT6. Applications for the exemption should be made on  Form LPT7 or, where the 
application concerns a permanently and totally incapacitated child for whom the Department of 
Social Protection pay a Domiciliary Care Allowance  Form LPT8   should be completed. Ap-
plications should be sent to the Revenue Commissioners, LPT Branch, PO Box 1, Limerick. I 
am informed that Revenue will examine each application and may seek additional information 
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if considered necessary before determining whether the person is entitled to a reduction in the 
market value of the property or to the exemption, whichever one is being claimed. 

The Commissioners have also advised that no further action is required where a property 
previously qualified for the reduction in the market value under the LPT legislation and the li-
able person declared the reduced valuation when filing the 2013 LPT1 Return. Similarly, no 
further action is required where a property previously qualified for the exemption and the ex-
emption was claimed when filing the 2013 LPT1 Return.  The reliefs will continue to apply for 
all years up to 2016, inclusive.

I have no plans for the further extension of exemptions in relation to the above issues.

08/07/2014WRD02300Sporting Events

08/07/2014WRD02400161. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance the changes that will be needed 
in the tax code here if an application is considered to host football matches for the UEFA Euro 
2020 Championships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29895/14]

08/07/2014WRD02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The FAI with the support of my col-
league the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Dublin City Council and other stakehold-
ers have submitted a bid to UEFA to host part of the Euro 2020 Championship in Dublin. I 
understand that bids are currently being assessed by UEFA and that a decision is unlikely to be 
announced prior to September 2014. It would be inappropriate for me to comment on the matter 
while the bid process is still underway.

08/07/2014WRD02600Tax Credits

08/07/2014WRD02700162. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his views on extending 
the home renovation incentive scheme to privately rented dwellings in such a manner that land-
lords benefitting from the incentive would then be obliged to accept tenants in receipt of rent 
supplement or the soon to be establish housing assistance payment. [28997/14]

08/07/2014WRD02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the Home Ren-
ovation Incentive (HRI) came into operation on 25 October 2013 and will run until 31 Decem-
ber 2015.  The incentive provides tax relief for homeowners by way of a tax credit at 13.5% 
of qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, renovation or improvement work carried out on 
a principal private residence. Qualifying expenditure is expenditure subject to the 13.5% VAT 
rate.  The work must cost a minimum of €5,000 (inclusive of VAT) which would attract a credit 
of €595.  Where the cost of the work exceeds €30,000 (exclusive of VAT) a maximum credit 
of €4,050 will apply. The credit is payable over the two years following the year in which the 
work is carried out.  

The tax credit can only be claimed by the homeowner. In general, landlords can already 
claim a deduction in their accounts and for tax purposes for expenses incurred on the main-
tenance of investment properties. As a result, to provide relief under the HRI on such monies 
would constitute double relief.

In addition, if the works carried out result in the landlord suffering a loss in the tax year, 
such losses can be carried forward and offset against future tax liabilities. Accordingly, works 
carried out which are paid for by landlords cannot qualify for the HRI.

As the Deputy will be aware, rent supplement is a matter for the Minister for Social Protec-
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tion. Therefore, any suggestions in relation to rent supplement should be directed to the Minis-
ter for Social Protection.

08/07/2014WRD02900Tax Credits

08/07/2014WRD03000163. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications that have 
been received and approved to date under the home renovation incentive scheme announced in 
Budget 2014; and if he will provide a breakdown of the take-up by county. [29060/14]

08/07/2014WRD03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): When I introduced the Home Renova-
tion Incentive in the Budget I had two main aims:

1. to boost activity in the legitimate construction sector

2. to give a tax credit to homeowners for home renovation and similar work on their main 
private residence.

The incentive was specifically designed in a way to facilitate the compliant construction 
sector, particularly at the lower end of the business by encouraging homeowners to invest in re-
pairs or renovations on their main home. The incentive to homeowners is by way of a tax credit 
on works qualifying for VAT at the rate of 13.5% where they engage tax compliant contractors 
to carry out the renovation works. The tax credit is granted over the two years following the 
year the work is carried out and paid for, and an online system to enable homeowners to claim 
the credit will be available in January 2015. 

The level of HRI activity is significant with the total number of works recorded on the Home 
Renovation Incentive System (HRI online) as at 6th July 2014 being 6,862 for a total estimated 
value of €114.9m carried out by 2,014 tax compliant contractors.  A breakdown by county is as 
follows (some counties have been merged because of the relatively small numbers of properties 
involved for confidentiality purposes):

County Number of Works Estimated Value of Works
Dublin City 1,195 €24,889,823
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 1,072 €22,079,342
Fingal 733 €11,476,696
South Dublin 700 €10,695,555
Cork 662 €10,353,766
Kildare 350 €4,921,278
Wicklow 255 €3,596,299
Galway 232 €3,786,875
Tipperary 184 €2,633,173
Limerick 181 €2,390,634
Meath 174 €2,340,355
Carlow, Laois, Offaly 122 €1,267,935
Waterford 118 €1,466,754
Roscommon, Leitrim, Donegal 117 €1,584,432
Kilkenny 102 €1,514,976
Wexford 102 €1,230,647
Mayo 101 €1,735,597
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County Number of Works Estimated Value of Works
Kerry 96 €1,973,708
Clare 94 €1,079,955
Louth 80 €1,288,007
Longford, Cavan, Monaghan 67 €654,989
Sligo 63 €1,437,098
Westmeath 62 €568,531
Totals 6,862 €114,966,425

It should  be noted that the estimated value of works can contain elements which will not 
qualify for the tax credit such as supplies at 23% VAT and works that exceed the upper limit of 
€30,000 (before VAT). 

The introduction of HRI has seen an increase in home renovation activity and is contribut-
ing to a gradual pick up in employment and self employment activity in the construction sector. 
Contractors who have been out of the system should avail of the opportunities that HRI presents 
by ensuring their VAT and RCT registrations are active and tax affairs are up to date.

I was very clear at the outset that the Incentive should support the legitimate trade and 
improve the competitiveness of legitimate contractors against those operating in the shadow 
economy.  A key design feature of HRI is that it is based on an online contract and payment 
notification system that allows the contractor record the details of the work carried out and the 
payments made, as they are happening.  The system also allows the homeowner check that the 
details are recorded and once they are recorded on the system the homeowner can be assured 
that the contractor is a legitimate tax compliant contractor.  

The construction sector has gone through an unprecedented collapse.  Data from Revenue’s 
online Relevant Contracts Tax (eRCT) system first indicated a pick up in the sector in the spring 
of last year. HRI online is now showing a pick up in activity in the home renovation sector.  
Both eRCT and HRI online will give a comprehensive overview of activity in the construc-
tion sector and will enable Revenue to develop additional compliance programmes to identify 
shadow economy activity within the construction sector.  In this regard this is an opportune 
time for contractors who are operating in the shadow economy to register for tax purposes and 
to regularise their tax affairs and avail of the opportunities that will continue to come on stream 
in the construction sector.

It is also opportune to remind Homeowners who get work done by contractors, ‘off the 
books’, that they pay VAT on all materials used in the work so in reality a ‘cash job’ is never 
really ‘VAT free’, that they face additional risks in terms of consumer protection and that they 
may be facilitating tax evasion.

08/07/2014WRD03200Freedom of Information Data

08/07/2014WRD03300164. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline, in tabular 
form, for each year from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of freedom of information, FOI, 
requests received by his Department; the total refused; total granted; total part-granted; total 
appealed; total of successful appeals; total of part-successful appeals; total of refusals; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29068/14]

08/07/2014WRD03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The following table sets out the total 
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number of FOI requests received, total granted, part granted and appealed and information 
about appeals made under the FOI Acts made in the Department for the period from 2009 to 
June 2014.  One appeal in 2014 is yet to be finalised. In some cases FOI requests are withdrawn, 
handled outside FOI or transferred to another public body and information is also included for 
these cases. 

Year Total 
FOI 
requests 
received 

Total 
FOI 
requests 
refused, 
granted, 
part 
granted

Total FOI 
requests 
withdrawn, 
transferred  
to another 
public body 
or handled 
outside FOI

Total 
FOI 
requests 
appealed 
inter-
nally 

Total suc-
cessful 
appeals 

Total 
part suc-
cessful 
appeals 

Total 
refusals 

2009 272 219 53 4 0 2 2
2010 337 286 51 1 0 0 1
2011 258 185 73 9 0 3 6
2012 265 194 71 5 0 4 1
2013 220 189 31 14 0 5 9
2014 68 61 7 1 0 0 0

08/07/2014WRD03500Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRD03600165. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular form, 
the number of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical and-or career break, broken 
down by timeframe, that is, less than six months, six to 12 months, one to two years, two to 
three years, four to five years, and five years plus; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29085/14]

08/07/2014WRD03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The career break scheme provides flex-
ibility to staff and employers alike by allowing staff to apply to take a period of special leave 
without pay. The decision to grant or refuse a career break is based on the organisational needs 
of Departments. A civil servant can apply to take up to a maximum of 3 career breaks which, 
when aggregated, do not exceed the limit to career breaks which is 12 years in total.

The table shows the number of staff in my Department currently on a career break broken 
down as requested.

Duration No. of Staff
6-12 months 2
1-2 years 3
2-3 years 3
3-4 years 1
4-5 years 2
Grand Total 11

08/07/2014WRD03800Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRD03900166. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the total photography costs for his Department since coming to office, inclusive of costs 
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incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which photographers 
were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with each occasion 
on which a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of photographers 
within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29102/14]

08/07/2014WRD04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s Question 
details of the occasions on which photographers were used since I  became Minister  for Fi-
nance are contained in the following table:

Use of Photographer 

Company used Details Cost €
Maxwell Photography Ltd Photograph of the late Brian Lenihan 

required for Minister’s Conference room 
-  Engaged on 30th March 2011   

€424.41    

Maxwell Photography Ltd Signing of Taxation agreement with Ger-
many - Engaged on 31st March 2011          

€400.21

Maxwell Photography Ltd Signing ceremony for Double Taxation 
Agreement with Switzerland   Minister of 
State Hayes & Swiss Ambassador 
- Engaged 26th January 2012

€285.05

08/07/2014WRD04100Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRD04200167. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail, in tabular form, 
the use of external public relations firms employed by his Department since coming to office; 
the list of uses of each external public relations firm; the internal Department policy with regard 
to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29119/14]

08/07/2014WRD04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question 
since I came to Office my Department has not made use of any external public relations firms.

08/07/2014WRD04400Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRD04500168. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the total amount spent on external 
IT consultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29154/14]

08/07/2014WRD04600169. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has renegoti-
ated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [29173/14]

08/07/2014WRD04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 
and 169 together.

A large portion of my Department’s expenditure on external IT service providers relates to 
the ongoing support, maintenance and occasional enhancement of the systems acquired for the 
provision of shared payroll, pension, banking and financial management services.  This expen-
diture is non-discretionary and the associated contract costs are generally fixed at a percentage 
of the initial software acquisition costs.

Following the establishment of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in 2011, 
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responsibility for IT policy and network support for the Department of Finance transferred to 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on a shared services basis. Decision-making 
for the majority of discretionary spend moved to that Department at that time.

During the period in question, none of my Department’s IT expenditure related to general 
consultancy.

08/07/2014WRD04800Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRD04900170. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s remit from March 2011 to 
date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his Department’s remit from March 2011 
to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his Department’s remit publically adver-
tised from March 2011 to date; and the number of appointments to State boards under his remit 
drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  [29191/14]

08/07/2014WRD05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Information requested by the Dep-
uty is contained in the following table:

Name of Body Number of appoint-
ments/re-appoint-
ments made since 
March 2011

Number of vacancies that 
have arisen  since  march 
2011

Comment 

Board of the National De-
velopment Finance Agency 

4 There are currently 3 vacan-
cies on the Board

3 vacancies were advertised. Two 
members were appointed on the basis 
of Curriculum vitae and two were ex-
officio appointments.

National Treasury Manage-
ment Advisory Committee

3 There are currently 2  
vacancies on the Advisory 
Committee

It has been the norm to appoint the 
Secretary General of the Department 
of Finance to the Advisory Com-
mittee since the Establishment of 
the National Treasury Management 
Agency

There was one reappointment to the 
Advisory Committee 

The other position was advertised 
publically. The position was not filled 
from the process.

State Claims Agency  Policy 
Committee

5 There are no vacancies Two members were appointed on the 
basis of Curriculum vitae. 

There was one re-appointment. 

By convention, the Department of 
Health has had a representative on the 
State Claims Agency Policy Com-
mittee. There were two Department 
of Health appointments within the 
period; an initial appointment and a 
replacement following their retire-
ment and resignation from the post. 

National Pensions Reserve 
Fund

2 There are currently 2 vacan-
cies

There were 2 re-appointments in the 
period.
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Name of Body Number of appoint-
ments/re-appoint-
ments made since 
March 2011

Number of vacancies that 
have arisen  since  march 
2011

Comment 

National Asset Management 
Agency

5 6 Expressions of interest were sought 
in 2012 for a panel of candidates to 
fill any upcoming vacancies on the 
Board. To date all appointments to the 
NAMA Board have been Ministerial 
appointments, no board members 
have been appointed from the expres-
sions of interest sought in 2012.  

Credit Union Restructuring 
Board (Rebo)

13 (Inclusive of 
Chairman)

1 The Credit Union Restructuring 
Board (ReBo) comprises thirteen 
members in total, including six 
independent members. To identify 
suitable independent members the 
Department publicly advertised 
for expressions of interest on the 
Department of Finance and the Public 
Appointments Service websites. 
Nominations were also invited from 
credit union representative bodies, 
the Central Bank of Ireland and the 
Department of Finance. The Minister 
also appointed Mr Joe O’Toole to 
ReBo for continuity purposes as Mr 
O’Toole was a member of the Com-
mission on Credit Unions.

Appointments are made from those 
who submitted a curriculum vitae.

One person has recently resigned 
from the Board of ReBo and there 
are no plans to fill the vacancy at this 
time. 

Fiscal Advisory Council 5 0 See note *
Financial Services Ombuds-
man’s Council 

7 0 Financial Services Ombudsman 
Council was reappointed for a 2 year 
term up to 28th October 2015 or until 
the merger of the Financial Ser-
vices Ombudsman with the Pension 
Ombudsman has been completed, 
whichever is the sooner.

In view of the short term of the Coun-
cil and the amalgamation of the Of-
fices of the Pension Ombudsman and 
the Financial Services Ombudsman 
which will require the experience of 
the existing Council to effect, these 
positions were not advertised.  The 
appointment of an additional person 
with specific legal qualifications and 
experience was also required.  

Irish Financial Services Ap-
peals Tribunal 

7 7 No vacancies have arisen other than 
in respect of Tribunal members 
coming to the end of their term of 
appointment as set out in legislation. 
All vacancies were advertised on 
Publicjobs.ie website. Three appoint-
ments made as result of applications 
made through the public Publicjobs.
ie website. 
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Name of Body Number of appoint-
ments/re-appoint-
ments made since 
March 2011

Number of vacancies that 
have arisen  since  march 
2011

Comment 

Central Bank Commission 2 2 One member was re-appointed and a 
further member was newly appointed 
as a result of a publically advertised 
process.

 * As Minister for Finance I announced the establishment of the Irish Fiscal Advisory Coun-
cil on a non-statutory basis on 7 July 2011. When establishing the Council, I stated that the 
Council would be an independent body whose existence and independence would be under-
pinned by legislation to be brought forward by Government in the Fiscal Responsibility Bill. 
The Chairman did not undergo interview by Oireachtas Committee but the Fiscal Council ap-
peared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform on a 
number of occasions to discuss their fiscal assessment reports. I appointed the members having 
regard to a number of criteria, including the desirability of having a mix of appropriate back-
grounds (academia, the financial sector/financial markets and public finance), macroeconomic/
microeconomic expertise and a strong international dimension, as well as the need to take 
gender considerations into account.  I am satisfied that the appointed members have the mix of 
skills and experience, including in relation to fiscal affairs, to ensure that the Council will be 
highly effective in fulfilling its mandate.  The Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012 was brought into 
legislative effect on 27th November 2012. The Council commenced on a Statutory basis from 
the 31st December 2012.  The membership remains the same as above.

08/07/2014WRD05100Mortgage Protection Policies

08/07/2014WRD05200171. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance if, under legislation, financial 
institutions such as banks can waive the requirement for a customer to take out mortgage pro-
tection insurance in the event of the customer being turned down by three different insurance 
companies; the process a financial institution must follow if a consumer requests a waiver to 
mortgage protection insurance in this instance; and if there is an independent complaints proce-
dure in the case of this waiver being denied. [29242/14]

08/07/2014WRD05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Central Bank that 
section 126 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995 (as amended) relates to the requirements on 
lenders and borrowers in relation to mortgage protection insurance.  Section 126(2) of the act 
sets out the circumstances in which a lender may waive the requirement for a borrower to hold 
mortgage protection insurance.

Section 126 Provides:

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a mortgage lender shall arrange, through an in-
surer or an insurance intermediary, a life assurance policy providing, in the event of the death of 
a borrower before a housing loan made by the mortgage lender has been repaid, for payment of 
a sum equal to the amount of the principal estimated by the mortgage lender to be outstanding in 
the year in which the death occurs on the basis that payments have been made by the borrower 
in accordance with the mortgage, such sum to be employed in repayment of the principal.

(2) Subsection (1) shall apply to all housing loans except -

(a) where the house in respect of which the loan is made is, in the mortgage lender’s opinion, 
not intended for use as the principal residence of the borrower or of his dependants,
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(b) loans to persons who belong to a class of persons which would not be acceptable to an 
insurer, or which would only be acceptable to an insurer at a premium significantly higher than 
that payable by borrowers generally,

(c) loans to persons who are over 50 years of age at the time the loan is approved,

(d) loans to persons who, at the time the loan is made, have otherwise arranged life assur-
ance, providing for payment of a sum, in the event of death, of not less than the sum referred to 
in subsection (1).

  (3)  A person who does not belong to a class referred to in paragraph (b) of subsection (2) 
shall not be required by virtue of this section to undergo a medical examination as a condition of 
a policy but nothing in this section shall prevent a person belonging to such a class from being 
required to undergo a medical examination.

(4) A policy under this section may, in the case of a loan made jointly to two or more bor-
rowers, apply to such of the borrowers as may be designated by the mortgage lender, due regard 
being had to the wishes of such borrowers.

(5)  Where the proceeds of a policy under this section exceed the amount due to the mort-
gage lender on the loan, any such excess shall be payable to the surviving borrower or to the 
estate of the deceased borrower as the case may be.

It should also be noted that Chapter 10 of the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 
2012 sets out the procedures and timelines for regulated firms dealing with customer com-
plaints.  In the first instance a customer must submit a complaint to a credit institution.  Where 
a complaint is unresolved the consumer may refer the complaint to the Financial Services Om-
budsman.

08/07/2014WRD05400Financial Services Regulation

08/07/2014WRD05500172. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance the protection that is available 
to prevent children from undertaking credit card transactions on the Internet; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [29250/14]

08/07/2014WRD05600173. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance the special precautions that are 
taken to prevent children purchasing virtual enhancements for games on the Internet, mobile 
phones or games consoles.  [29251/14]

08/07/2014WRD05700174. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he will agree to open discus-
sions with banking institutions to see if arrangements could be put in place to prevent children 
undertaking credit card transactions on the Internet without parental approval.  [29252/14]

08/07/2014WRD05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 172 to 
174, inclusive, together.

Neither I nor the Central Bank have the primary role in relation to the matter raised by the 
Deputy. I would expect that parents have in place arrangements for the use of credit cards and 
Visa debit cards held in their name. I would also expect that these arrangements are reviewed 
from time to time, the use of these cards monitored and bills checked. 

On the issue more generally, all credit and visa debit cards have terms and conditions at-
taching them and the cards must be used in accordance with those terms and conditions. These 
conditions would include:-
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- keeping the PIN number secret and keeping the card secure,

- not letting a third party use the card or the PIN. The cardholder is liable for the payment 
of all transactions carried out by an authorised user regardless of the ability of that authorised 
user or whether the person is a minor or not as if the transactions had been personally carried 
out by the cardholder,

- many companies which require payment by credit or visa debit card will require the pur-
chaser to use a password which should be known only to the owner of the card.

The Deputy may wish to draw his concerns to the attention of the Irish Payment Services 
Organisation Ltd.

08/07/2014WRD05900Tax Reliefs Application

08/07/2014WRD06000175. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry has been requested by the Revenue Commissioners to pay back 
€162. [29279/14]

08/07/2014WRD06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that correspondence was received from the taxpayer in January 2014, claiming relief 
for Medical Expenses in respect of 2013. The taxpayer was contacted to provide additional 
information necessary to process the claim. The additional information was provided by the 
taxpayer in February 2014. 

As is normal, the processing of the taxpayer’s claim involved a review of 2013, which re-
vealed payment of jobseeker’s benefit by the Department of Social Protection which had not 
been previously taken into account.  The net effect, taking medical expenses and social pro-
tection payments into account, was a net underpayment of €162.41 for the year, the detailed 
breakdown of which was notified to the taxpayer in March 2014.

As the underpayment is small, it will be recouped by reducing the taxpayer’s tax credits for 
2015.  The taxpayer is not expected to pay the additional tax in one sum.

08/07/2014WRD06200Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRD06300176. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the number of Bills his De-
partment has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory impact assessments his 
Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29293/14]

08/07/2014WRD06400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question, 
the Department of Finance undertakes Regulatory Impact Analyses (RIA) in accordance with 
the latest guidelines as published by the Department of the Taoiseach. A RIA is carried out 
where it is deemed necessary to do so in respect of a policy or programme that is being devel-
oped. There are cases where a RIA is not required. For example, a RIA is not required in the 
case of emergency legislation. Neither is a RIA required for the Finance Bill which is exempted 
from the requirement in the Cabinet Handbook. 

In the period in question, March 2011 to July 2014, a total of twenty five Bills have been 
published by me as Minister for Finance. They are as follows:
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1 Finance (No. 2) Bill 2011

2 Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) Bill 2011

3 Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) (No. 2) Bill 2011

4 Finance (No. 3) Bill 2011

5 Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Bill 2011

6 Insurance (Amendment) Bill 2011

7 European Financial Stability Facility and Euro Area Loan Facility (Amendment) Bill 2011

8 Bretton Woods Agreements (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2011

9 Finance Bill 2012

10 Euro Area Loan Facility (Amendment) Bill 2012

11 European Stability Mechanism Bill 2012

12 Fiscal Responsibility Bill 2012

13 Betting (Amendment) Bill 2012

14 Credit Reporting Bill 2012

15 Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas Regulators Bill 2012

16 Finance (Local Property Tax) Bill 2012

17 Euro Area Loan Facility (Amendment) Bill 2013

18 Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Bill 2013

19 Finance Bill 2013

20 Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013

21 Betting (Amendment) Bill 2013

22 Finance (No. 2) Bill 2013

23 Central Bank Bill 2014

24 National Asset Management Agency (Amendment) Bill 2014

25 Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Bill 2014

Regulatory Impact Assessments were completed for the five following Bills, four of which 
have been published;

1 Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Bill 2011

2 Fiscal Responsibility Bill 2012 in the form of a Screening Regulatory Impact Assessment.

3 Credit Reporting Bill 2012 in the form of the Report of the Inter-Agency Working Group 
on Credit Histories.
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4 Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas Regulators Bill 2012

5 Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Bill 2014

The RIA’s in respect of the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Bill 2011 and the 
Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas Regulators Bill 2012 were published before the 
publication of the Bill.  The RIA in respect of the Credit Reporting Bill 2012  was published at 
the point of publication of the Bill.  The RIA in respect of the Strategic Banking Corporation 
of Ireland Bill 2014 was  published on 7th of July 2014, shortly after the publication of the Bill  
on the 4th of July 2014. 

08/07/2014WRD06500Property Taxation Deferrals

08/07/2014WRD06600177. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular 
form, on a county basis the total number of households that have sought deferrals on the local 
property tax; the number that have been successful; the number of appeals; the number of suc-
cessful appeals; the total value of the deferrals..  [29322/14]

08/07/2014WRD06700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that data on the number of Local Property Tax (LPT) deferrals claimed by households 
are not available on a county basis. LPT statistics published by the Commissioners on 16 April 
2014 on their website at: Local Property Tax Statistics April 2014 (PDF 192KB) show that de-
ferrals were claimed in respect of about 19,100 properties based on the returns processed up to 
that date. This equates to about 1.2% of properties returned. 

The four categories of deferral of LPT available consist of deferral based on: (i) Income 
Threshold, (ii) Personal Representative of a Deceased Person, (iii) Personal Insolvency and (iv) 
Significant Financial Loss.  The Commissioners have confirmed that while the first three defer-
ral categories are claimed on a self-assessment basis, applications for deferral based on Signifi-
cant Financial Loss are reviewed by Revenue and a decision is made on whether the application 
meets the necessary requirements as set out in the “Guidelines for Deferral or Part Deferral of 
Payment of LPT” which are published on the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/
lpt/guidelines-deferral-lpt.pdfgrant.

In relation to applications for deferral based on Significant Financial Loss, I am advised by 
the Commissioners that they have received about 2,800 applications to date.  Of these applica-
tions, LPT has been paid in approximately 300 cases and so deferral is no longer being sought.  
A further 400 cases are entitled to deferral under one of the other categories for deferral, princi-
pally the Income Threshold deferral.  Some 900 applications have not been granted as they do 
not meet the qualifying criteria and the relevant applicants have been notified.  The remaining 
applications are currently being reviewed by Revenue and the Commissioners have already 
been in correspondence with some applicants seeking additional information.  I am also advised 
that to date no appeals have been received in connection with LPT deferrals.

08/07/2014WRD06800Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRD06900178. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if his Department or agencies 
under its auspices have engaged the services of a debt collection agency in pursuing moneys 
owed to them; if his Department has guidelines regarding hiring such agencies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [29330/14]
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08/07/2014WRD07000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question my 
Department has not engaged the services of a debt collection agency.

I am advised by Revenue that it is charged with the collection and recovery of a wide range 
of taxes and duties and that it uses certain debt collection agencies to assist it in this regard. 

By way of general information, Revenue has a strong focus on making sure that everyone 
complies with their tax and duty responsibilities by paying the correct amount due on a timely 
basis and will only deploy debt collection/enforcement powers in circumstances where it is nec-
essary to do so to protect the Exchequer. Such action will only be deployed as a last resort and 
Revenue will always firstly make every effort to engage positively with the business/taxpayer in 
an effort to agree mutually acceptable solutions subject to the financial viability of the business/
taxpayer being confirmed. Revenue’s commitment in this regard is clearly obvious given that it 
is currently providing phased payment concessions to almost 16,000 taxpayers/businesses cov-
ering approximately €123m of debt in preference to using debt collection/enforcement powers.

Revenue has confirmed to me that it uses six ‘external’ solicitor firms to assist it in debt 
recovery through the Courts. The six firms who are selected through a competitive tendering 
process operate on the basis of six year contracts. The ‘external’ solicitors dealt with 5,335 Rev-
enue referrals in 2013 and collected €38.3m of outstanding tax debt on behalf of the Exchequer.

Revenue has also confirmed to me that it uses the services of 16 Sheriffs, in addition to 
the ‘external’ solicitors to assist in its debt recovery operations. The Sheriffs are not appointed 
by Revenue and are in fact officers of the Court, holding office under Section 12 of the Court 
Officers Act, 1945. Their debt collection activities are generally covered by the Enforcement 
of Court Orders Act, 1926, (as amended) and the execution of Revenue referrals (warrants) is 
specifically provided for in Section 960L of the Taxes Consolidated Act 1997, as amended. 

The Sheriff is Revenue’s preferred enforcement option because it can be quickly activated 
in comparison to the Courts process and because it is cost effective for the Exchequer, in that all 
fees/costs are levied on the defaulting taxpayer. The Sheriffs dealt with 28,795 Revenue refer-
rals in 2013 and collected €150.3m of outstanding tax debt on behalf of the Exchequer.

All Revenue debt collection caseworkers operate to very strict guidelines in deploying debt 
collection/enforcement powers against defaulting taxpayers and the activities of both the So-
licitors and Sheriffs are monitored at individual case level to ensure proper procedures are fol-
lowed in every instance. 

Finally, I am happy that Revenue deploys its debt collection/enforcement agents in a very 
careful and considered way and I commend it for the manner in which it correctly balances the 
use of such powers between protecting the Exchequer, maintaining a ‘level playing field’ for the 
vast majority of taxpayers and working pro-actively with businesses/taxpayers that are willing 
to engage.

08/07/2014WRE00100Bank Codes of Conduct

08/07/2014WRE00200179. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the code that was in place be-
fore the Central Bank of Ireland consumer protection code came into effect on 1 July 2007; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29456/14]

08/07/2014WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Central Bank 
that the Consumer Protection Code 2006 was introduced in August 2006 by the Irish Financial 
Services Regulatory Authority, and came into effect fully on 1 July 2007.
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Prior to the Consumer Protection Code 2006, a variety of conduct of business rules existed 
for the various financial sectors including: the Handbook for Authorised Advisors; the Hand-
book for Restricted Intermediaries; the Interim Code of Practice for Mortgage Intermediaries; 
the Interim Code of Practice for Insurance Undertakings; the Code of Conduct for Deposit 
Agents; and the Code of Practice for Credit Institutions.  These requirements were withdrawn 
with effect from 1 August 2006.

The Bank has further advised me that the Handbook for Investment and Stockbroking Firms, 
the Code of Conduct for the Investment Business Services of Credit Institutions and Advertis-
ing Requirements applicable to Credit Institutions continued to apply to these regulated entities 
when providing services covered by EU Directive 2004/39/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 21 April 2004 on markets in financial instruments until 1 November 2007 
(commonly referred to as MiFID).

08/07/2014WRE00400Property Taxation Exemptions

08/07/2014WRE00500180. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the circumstances of a 
house sale where a vendor has claimed an exemption of unfinished housing estate and it is 
subsequently discovered after the sale that the property was not covered by the areas listed in 
SI No. 91 of 2013, Finance (Local Property Tax) Regulations 2013; the person liable for the 
outstanding LPT liability and penalties on the property. [29457/14]

08/07/2014WRE00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that in the 
absence of full details in regard to the property in question and the sale/purchase arrangements, 
a specific response can not be provided.  However, by way of general comment, Section 10 of 
the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) made provision for a number of ex-
emptions from Local Property Tax (LPT).  The exemptions include certain unfinished housing 
estates, which are prescribed (as unfinished) by the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government in Statutory Instrument (SI) No. 91 of 2013.  The ‘prescribed list’ was 
published in March 2013 and can be viewed at www.environ.ie.  It is important to be aware that, 
in line with Government policy, only properties appearing on the ‘prescribed list’ are entitled to 
exemption from LPT and Revenue has no discretion in this regard.

Also, it does not follow that properties, which are exempt from the Household Charge (HHC) 
are automatically included in the ‘prescribed list’ for LPT as the qualifying criteria in respect of 
both exemptions are not the same.  For example, certain properties and estates that were listed 
as exempt from HHC on the basis of being ‘unfinished’ and which were subsequently further 
developed in the period up to March 2013 were excluded from the LPT ‘prescribed list’ by the 
Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.  This had the effect of very 
significantly reducing the number of exemptions in respect of LPT in comparison to HHC.

In regard to the issue raised by the Deputy, the vendor of a residential property is obliged, in 
advance of any sale, to submit all LPT Returns and pay all liabilities due for the period/s that he/
she was the liable person.  The vendor must also correct any Return where there was an under-
declaration of value, or where an exemption was incorrectly claimed and must provide the 
purchaser with full details of the declared valuation or exemption claimed.  To assist vendors 
in ensuring LPT has been correctly applied, Revenue has developed an intuitive online system 
that allows self-correction and payment of any under-valuation errors in advance of a sale.  This 
facility can be accessed through the LPT page on the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie using 
the relevant Property ID and PIN codes.

The purchaser on the other hand must ensure that he/she receives this information in ad-
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vance of closing any sale and from it, be in a position to satisfy himself/herself that there are 
no outstanding LPT liabilities, including any interest or penalties.  With regard to HHC (as 
distinct from LPT), where an exemption was in place on foot of an unfinished estate, then the 
vendor should have in his/her possession a ‘Certificate of Discharge’, which would have been 
provided by the relevant Local Authority and must be in a position to pass this ‘confirmation of 
exemption’ to the purchaser before the completion of sale.  Where any purchaser who acquires 
a property and subsequently discovers that the vendor supplied Revenue with false information 
in regard to the valuation or the exemption, then he/she should immediately advise LPT Branch 
of the details.  In such circumstances, assuming that the purchaser did not agree to pay any out-
standing balance as part of the sale agreement, the vendor may be liable to a penalty equal to the 
amount of the outstanding LPT, in addition to paying the balancing amount, up to a maximum 
of €3,000.  The purchaser could also become liable for the same penalty in circumstances where 
he/she is aware that the vendor supplied false information but fails to notify Revenue.

Revenue has stressed to me the important role that solicitors, whether representing vendors 
or purchasers in the conveyancing process, must play in respect of LPT.  It is incumbent on 
them to ensure that LPT has been correctly declared and paid on any property before it is sold/
purchased thereby protecting their clients from the imposition of any additional costs including 
interest or penalties for non-compliance with LPT obligations.  Finally, Revenue has advised 
me that it has published detailed guidelines on its website www.revenue.ie in regard to the ob-
ligations of vendors and purchasers in respect of Local Property Tax (LPT), which may be of 
assistance to the Deputy or the person in question.  Alternatively, if the Deputy or the person in 
question wishes to provide specific details of the property in question then Revenue will be in 
a position to provide a more precise response. 

08/07/2014WRE00700NAMA Property Sales

08/07/2014WRE00800181. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the report in 
a Sunday newspaper that the National Asset Management Agency sold a warehouse in Dub-
lin, which is generating €750,000 in rent per annum from the Revenue Commissioners, for a 
price of between €2 million and €4 million, after NAMA obtained an assessed market value, 
if NAMA will confirm the terms on which it obtains assessed market valuations; the amount it 
pays for such valuations; the persons who provide such valuations; if such valuations adhere to 
valuing standards of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [29467/14]

08/07/2014WRE00900182. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the report in a 
Sunday newspaper that the National Asset Management Agency sold a warehouse in Dublin, 
which is generating €750,000 in rent per annum from the Revenue Commissioners, for a price 
of between €2 million and €4 million, if he has any concerns that the asset was sold for less than 
its open market value.  [29468/14]

08/07/2014WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 181 
and 182 together.

Whilst I am precluded from discussing the detail of any individual transaction, I am advised 
by NAMA that the Deputy’s information on the price at which this asset was sold is incorrect.  
To clarify, NAMA did not sell the property in question.  The property was sold by its owner and 
NAMA, as secured lender, consented to the sale.  The salient facts are that Dublin Port Com-
pany (DPC) had a shared legal interest in the property and built-in pre-emption rights in respect 
of the legal interests held.  Given the existence of these legal rights and DPC’s expressed inter-
est in acquiring the property, the only commercially viable option was the sale of the property 
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to DPC.  I am advised that the final sale price was the result of extensive negotiations, was in 
line with market valuations at the time of the transaction and was the best price that could be 
achieved given the particular circumstances of the asset.

In addition, I am also advised that the sale proceeded in accordance with the NAMA Board 
commitment to give first option to State bodies (Government departments, local authorities, 
State agencies and other statutory bodies) on the purchase of NAMA-related property which 
may be suitable for their purposes.  This is fully in line with Government policy.  In accordance 
with that Board commitment, NAMA has accommodated the sale or lease of lands and proper-
ties for a range of public uses, including, for instance, for social housing, primary and second-
ary schools, primary healthcare and other step-down and community healthcare facilities, and 
for community and recreational amenity.  I fully support the NAMA Board in this approach.

As a secured lender, before NAMA agrees to release its security it makes all necessary en-
quiries to ensure that full value is obtained in the interest of taxpayers.  NAMA has published 
guidance on the ‘Disposal of Real Estate Assets by NAMA Debtors and Insolvency Office 
Holders’.  This is available on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie.  I refer the deputy to PQ no. 
206 of the 17th of June 2014 which outlines the valuation methodology applied by NAMA.

08/07/2014WRE01100Banking Sector

08/07/2014WRE01200183. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent en-
gagement by Permanent TSB of Morgan Stanley to assist with the disposal of over €2 billion of 
par value loan portfolios, if he is aware of Morgan Stanley acting on behalf of any organisation 
considering a merger with PTSB; and if so, if he is concerned at any conflicts of interest; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29469/14]

08/07/2014WRE01300184. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent en-
gagement by Permanent TSB of Morgan Stanley to assist with the disposal of over €2 billion of 
par value loan portfolios, if he has any concerns about the performance of Morgan Stanley with 
the recent disposal of loan portfolios of National Australia Bank group and the British Co-op 
group. [29470/14]

08/07/2014WRE01400186. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent en-
gagement by Permanent TSB of Morgan Stanley to assist with the disposal of over €2 billion of 
par value loan portfolios, his views on the suitability of that company in view of its involvement 
in various transactions involving shares and contracts for difference controlled by a person (de-
tails supplied) at the former Anglo Irish Bank in 2008; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29472/14]

08/07/2014WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 183, 
184 and 186 together.

As the Deputy will be aware there is a Relationship Framework in place with Permanent 
TSB (“PTSB”). Under the Relationship Framework PTSB is recognised as a separate economic 
unit with independent powers of decision.  The Board and management team retains responsi-
bility and authority for determining the bank’s strategy and commercial policies and conducting 
its day-to-day operations.  In accordance with Section 21 of the Relationship Framework I have 
been notified by PTSB that Morgan Stanley have been engaged to act on their behalf solely to 
facilitate the sale of the specified loan books only and not to advise on any other aspects of their 
strategy.

I have also been informed by PTSB that Morgan Stanley were chosen after a thorough 



 8 July 2014

173

competitive tender process taking into account their experience in similar transactions and their 
track record on previous transactions for PTSB.  As the Deputy would expect I am acutely con-
scious of the potential for conflicts of interest when the State engages advisors to assist us in 
relation to our banking investments.  Indeed the most recent invitation to tender relating to the 
appointment of financial consultants to the Department of Finance (and the accompanying draft 
Framework Agreement) contains extensive provisions relating to the declaration and manage-
ment of conflicts of interests with which tenderers must comply.  A copy of the invitation to 
tender may be accessed through the etenders website.

08/07/2014WRE01600Banking Sector

08/07/2014WRE01700185. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance in view of the €2 billion 
of par value loans currently being sold by the special liquidators of the Irish Bank Resolution 
Corporation, the €2.6 billion of par value mortgages and commercial real estate loans being 
sold by Permanent TSB and the sale by the National Asset Management Agency of various 
loans, his views that these disposals would benefit from centralised management; if sale costs 
could be reduced, and sale proceeds maximised from centralised management; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29471/14]

08/07/2014WRE01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The separate boards and management 
teams of IBRC (in Special Liquidation), Permanent TSB and the National Assets Management 
Agency retain the responsibility and the authority for determining the strategy and commercial 
decisions and conducting the day to day operations, including the sale of assets, and manage-
ment of those legally separate institutions.  In making such decisions the Board and manage-
ment teams are highly conscious of ensuring that sale costs are minimised and that maximum 
proceeds are achieved in the sale of all loan portfolios.  It would not be appropriate for me to 
interfere in the management decisions or the day to day operations of those institutions, none of 
which can be controlled by the State.

That said, the ongoing sales processes that are referred to are complex and specific to the 
various institutions.  The portfolios concerned also involve considerably different asset types 
and classes in many cases.  Centralised management of the various loan sales may be difficult 
given the complexities involved and the different strategic focuses of the institutions involved.

  Question No. 186 answered with Question No. 183.

08/07/2014WRE02000Bank Restructuring

08/07/2014WRE02100187. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the way his Department 
monitors Bank of Ireland and Allied Irish Banks in their adherence to the terms of the restruc-
turing decisions for those two banks by the European Commission; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29473/14]

08/07/2014WRE02200188. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the way in which Allied 
Irish Banks, a bank in which he controls practically all the shares, and Bank of Ireland, in which 
he controls 14% of the shares, monitor adherence to the terms of the restructuring decisions for 
those two banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29474/14]

08/07/2014WRE02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 187 
and 188 together.
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It is a requirement of the EU Commission that, when a Restructuring Plan is agreed, an in-
dependent Monitoring Trustee is appointed.  The role of the Monitoring Trustee is to ensure that 
each of the commitments included in the Restructuring Plan are being adhered to and within the 
agreed timelines, and to report to the EU Commission on a regular basis - typically quarterly.  
I can confirm for the Deputy that officials in my Department receive copies of the Monitoring 
Trustee’s report prepared for the EU Commission.

Apart from this formal independent monitoring and reporting requirement, officials in my 
Department are in regular contact with the banks including monthly meetings with bank senior 
management.  This communication line allows for ongoing dialogue regarding upcoming com-
mitments and progress in this regard.

08/07/2014WRE02400Bank Restructuring

08/07/2014WRE02500189. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the announce-
ment by Bank of Ireland, a bank in which he controls 14% of the shares, that it has disposed of 
€250 million of par value mortgages presently controlled by the ICS Building Society, if there 
has been a waiver by the European Commission to the requirement set out in its restructuring 
decision for that bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29475/14]

08/07/2014WRE02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In accordance with its revised Restruc-
turing Plan of July 2013, which allowed it to retain New Ireland, Bank of Ireland agreed to cer-
tain substitution measures including that relating to ICS.  The specific ICS substitution measure 
required Bank of Ireland to sell the ICS distribution platform together with, at the option of the 
acquirer: Up to €1bn of mortgages; and Up to €1bn of matching deposits.

In accordance with the revised Restructuring Plan, Bank of Ireland had until 30th June 2014 
to execute this transaction.  As the Deputy is aware, Bank of Ireland made an announcement 
to the stock exchange on 26th June in this regard.  The substance of this announcement was 
that Bank of Ireland had agreed to sell the ICS distribution platform together with a portfolio 
of €250m gross performing mortgage assets to Dilosk Limited.  The full announcement can 
be found at: http://www.bankofireland.com/fs/doc/wysiwyg/eu-restructuring-plan-update-26-
june-2014.pdf.  The EU Commission had not granted a waiver to the Bank of Ireland in relation 
to its ICS commitment and the transaction announced on 26th June is in line with this commit-
ment.

08/07/2014WRE02700Banking Sector

08/07/2014WRE02800190. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has 
undertaken any study into the competitiveness of the retail banking sector here; the way com-
petitiveness has decreased in the past six years; if he has concerns for the current level of com-
petitiveness in the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29476/14]

08/07/2014WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I accept that the level of competition 
in the Irish banking sector has reduced as a result of the decisions by ACC, Danske Bank and 
Bank of Scotland (Ireland) to withdraw from the market.  As the Deputy may be aware, towards 
the end of last year, my Department undertook an assessment of banks’ fee income relative 
to peers in selected other jurisdictions and carried out a review of the regulation of bank fees.  
The review concluded that it would not be appropriate to repeal Section 149 of the Consumer 
Credit Act 1995 now.  Specifically, in relation to competition, the review found that the lack of 
competition in the banking sector means that the removal of section 149 would give unfettered 
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price setting power to the incumbent banks.  This issue should be revisited when competition in 
the banking sector has improved significantly.

As part of the conditions under which the Irish banks received state aid, Ireland made vari-
ous ‘sectoral commitments’ to the European Commission in order to promote competition in 
the Irish banking sector.  Among these commitments, Section 1.1(b) of the approved State Aid 
for Bank of Ireland states: “Legislation will be enacted that will provide that Section 149 of 
the Consumer Credit Act, 1995 regarding price regulation and fees will not be applied to new 
entrants in their first 3 years of commencing business in Ireland”.  This exemption was provided 
for under the Central Bank Supervision and Enforcement Act 2013.

The Deputy may be aware that Bank of Ireland announced on 26 June last that it had agreed 
to sell the distribution platform, together with €250 million of mortgage assets at par, to Dilosk 
Limited.  No deposits are transferring as part of the sale.  That follows an amendment to the 
bank’s restructuring plan which allowed the bank to retain its life assurance subsidiary, New 
Ireland.  The bank committed to certain substitution measures including the sale of the ICS 
distribution platform together with, at the option of the acquirer of the platform, up to €l bil-
lion of mortgage assets and a similar quantum of matching deposits.  The purpose of the ICS 
substitution measure is to support new entrants in the Irish mortgage market thereby increasing 
competition to the benefit of the consumer.

Dilosk Limited has confirmed that it has applied for authorisation from the Central Bank of 
Ireland to operate as a retail credit firm and once it is so authorised, it will be required to comply 
fully with all relevant consumer protection codes, including the Code of Conduct on Mortgage 
Arrears.  Mortgage holders will therefore be afforded protection.  Given the reduced number 
of lenders now operating in the mortgage market, this transaction is to be welcomed as it intro-
duces a new entrant and should therefore contribute to greater competition.

08/07/2014WRE03000Property Taxation Data

08/07/2014WRE03100191. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance the total number of local property 
tax returns filed under bands 1 and 2, that is, property value of €150,000 or less; the number of 
these returns that relate to principle private residences; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29496/14]

08/07/2014WRE03200193. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabu-
lar form the projected total and per capita local property tax takes for 2014 by local authority.  
[29595/14]

08/07/2014WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 191 
and 193 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that compliance data in relation to the Local 
Property Tax (LPT) is available broken down by city and county councils nationally and the 
most up to date figures for LPT collected in 2013 and 2014 were published on 16 April 2014 
on the Commissioners’ website at: Local Property Tax Statistics April 2014 (PDF 192KB).  
The report also provides a breakdown of the percentage distribution of properties across the 20 
valuation bands nationally (based on Returns filed for 2013) and shows that about 54% of all 
residential properties were valued on a self-assessment basis at €150,000 or less.  This equates 
to about 886,000 properties.  This figure does not include local authority (or similar) owned 
properties which are deemed to be valued, under LPT legislation, in LPT Valuation Band 1.

While the vast majority of Band 1 and 2 properties would be principal private residences, I 
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am informed by the Commissioners that further analysis would be required to provide an exact 
figure.  The Commissioners have confirmed that by the end of December 2013, €318m had 
been transferred by Revenue to the Exchequer in respect of LPT.  Of this amount, €242m was 
in respect of LPT for 2013 and €76m relates to 2014 LPT.  By the end of June 2014, a further 
€310m was transferred by Revenue to the Exchequer.  The Commissioners advise that they do 
not have per capita figures as data are not held on that basis.  Projected LPT for 2014, broken 
down by local authority, is not currently available.  The Commissioners have also confirmed 
that more up-to-date data and analysis will be published shortly.

08/07/2014WRE03400Tax Credits

08/07/2014WRE03500192. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out, in tabular 
form, the annual cost and the number of companies that benefited from the research and devel-
opment, R and D, tax credit in each year from 2008 to 2013; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [29565/14]

08/07/2014WRE03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy may wish to note that the R 
and D Tax Credit was comprehensively reviewed in 2013, and the results can be viewed on the 
Department of Finance website.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the annual 
tax expenditure associated with research and development tax credits in each year from 2008 
to 2012, the latest year available, is as set out in the following table.  Data for the tax year 2013 
are not yet available as the bulk of tax returns for 2013 are not due until later this year.

Year Number of Companies Cost €m
2008 582 146
2009 900 216
2010 1,172 224
2011 1,409 261
2012 1,538 282*

*The information shown for 2012 is provisional and may be revised.  The cost shown in-
cludes €3.6 million research and development credit that was carried back against tax of earlier 
accounting periods.

  Question No. 193 answered with Question No. 191.

08/07/2014WRE03800Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRE03900194. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the 
name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; if he will provide 
details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap set by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount of the increase sought.  [29603/14]

08/07/2014WRE04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Neither of the two special advisors ap-
pointed by me have salaries exceeding the relevant pay guidelines.  Their salaries are in line 
with guidelines issued by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on the appoint-
ment of Ministerial staff.
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Name Salary at 30 June 2013 Salary from 1 July 2013 (post 
implementation of the Hadding-
ton Road Agreement)

Mary Kenny €89,898 €84,706
Eoin Dorgan €86,604 €81,676

08/07/2014WRE04100Departmental Correspondence

08/07/2014WRE04200195. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if his Department, agen-
cies under his control or any staff received requests, proposals or submissions on the need for 
a mortgage indemnity scheme in particular for first-time buyers from any regulated financial 
institutions here; if so, from whom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29629/14]

08/07/2014WRE04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, my De-
partment receives numerous contacts and submissions each year relating to policy matters.  
These include correspondence from regulated financial service providers on mortgage related 
issues, including mortgage indemnity insurance, and are dealt with by my officials.

Mortgage Indemnity Insurance is a proposal that is currently being analysed by my Depart-
ment as part of its remit under action point 51 of the Construction Strategy.  Since the analysis 
is not yet  complete, no decision has been made on the next steps to be taken.  My Department 
has recently been contacted by three insurance companies on the subject of mortgage indemnity 
insurance.  The correspondence includes, interalia, descriptions of products offered in other 
jurisdictions and invitations to presentations on the topic.  It would not be appropriate for me to 
identify these companies due to commercial sensitivities.

Currency Exchange

08/07/2014WRE04500196. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in a 
spreadsheet format, the value in euro and punt of each individual transaction of punt to euro 
exchange at the Cental Bank of Ireland in 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014 respectively; total 
amounts for each of those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29630/14]

08/07/2014WRE04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that, due to the manual nature of the legacy (Irish Pounds to EURO) exchange operations 
it is not possible to provide data per individual transaction.  The transactions are bulked together 
prior to the posting of accounting entries.

Information on the aggregate daily posted values of EURO settled by the Central Bank in 
exchange for Irish notes/coin can be found in the following table.

€ Value   

Date IEP Banknotes 
(€ value)

IEP Coin 
(€ value)

Total Daily IEP Redemptions
(€ value)

03/01/2012  -    1,868.42  1,868.42 
04/01/2012  -    24.99  24.99 
05/01/2012  -    1,042.98  1,042.98 
06/01/2012  17,141.47  500.66  17,642.13 
09/01/2012  -    4.83  4.83 
10/01/2012  -    311.72  311.72 
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Date IEP Banknotes 
(€ value)

IEP Coin 
(€ value)

Total Daily IEP Redemptions
(€ value)

11/01/2012  -    233.66  233.66 
12/01/2012  -    203.14  203.14 
13/01/2012  -    1,319.00  1,319.00 
16/01/2012  33,140.16  955.68  34,095.84 
18/01/2012  -    1,583.56  1,583.56 
20/01/2012  28,124.70  349.62  28,474.32 
24/01/2012  -    184.82  184.82 
25/01/2012  -    1,829.68  1,829.68 
26/01/2012  -    983.52  983.52 
27/01/2012  38,853.99  473.20  39,327.19 
30/01/2012  -    308.11  308.11 
01/02/2012  -    368.21  368.21 
02/02/2012  -    292.64  292.64 
03/02/2012  35,806.62  -    35,806.62 
06/02/2012  -    1,326.71  1,326.71 
10/02/2012  10,792.77  2,749.60  13,542.37 
13/02/2012  -    249.74  249.74 
14/02/2012  -    692.25  692.25 
15/02/2012  -    1,333.22  1,333.22 
16/02/2012  -    193.38  193.38 
17/02/2012  28,823.07  -    28,823.07 
21/02/2012  -    3,450.88  3,450.88 
22/02/2012  7,193.07  248.72  7,441.79 
23/02/2012  -    780.92  780.92 
24/02/2012  -    22,772.21  22,772.21 
27/02/2012  49,138.87  2,355.99  51,494.86 
28/02/2012  -    156.34  156.34 
29/02/2012  -    327.11  327.11 
01/03/2012  3,834.60  1,662.35  5,496.95 
02/03/2012  22,982.26  -    22,982.26 
05/03/2012  24,807.51  1,500.70  26,308.21 
06/03/2012  -    294.30  294.30 
07/03/2012  2,437.90  1,114.95  3,552.85 
08/03/2012  -    25.39  25.39 
09/03/2012  104,805.46  1,196.47  106,001.93 
13/03/2012  -    918.93  918.93 
15/03/2012  -    588.74  588.74 
16/03/2012  29,965.83  1,756.04  31,721.87 
21/03/2012  -    102.38  102.38 
22/03/2012  -    2,003.86  2,003.86 
23/03/2012  41,742.65  -    41,742.65 
26/03/2012  37,824.23  2,469.26  40,293.49 
27/03/2012  6,075.69  -    6,075.69 
28/03/2012  -    969.74  969.74 
30/03/2012  38,980.98  -    38,980.98 
05/04/2012  4,597.08  -    4,597.08 
12/04/2012  76.18  -    76.18 
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Date IEP Banknotes 
(€ value)

IEP Coin 
(€ value)

Total Daily IEP Redemptions
(€ value)

13/04/2012  38,441.33  3,586.55  42,027.88 
16/04/2012  50,265.12  1,483.58  51,748.70 
17/04/2012  27,088.59  1,694.00  28,782.59 
18/04/2012  -    1,206.24  1,206.24 
19/04/2012  -    938.19  938.19 
20/04/2012  75,803.37  -    75,803.37 
23/04/2012  812.62  812.62 
25/04/2012  -    4,258.29  4,258.29 
27/04/2012  25,858.21  -    25,858.21 
30/04/2012  -    1,559.88  1,559.88 
02/05/2012  -    1,783.49  1,783.49 
03/05/2012  -    1,208.60  1,208.60 
04/05/2012  42,282.29  -    42,282.29 
08/05/2012  8,526.29  162.24  8,688.53 
09/05/2012  5,713.82  5,858.71  11,572.53 
10/05/2012  -    50.78  50.78 
11/05/2012  33,995.97  -    33,995.97 
14/05/2012  840.57  319.36  1,159.93 
15/05/2012  9,669.05  1,531.32  11,200.37 
16/05/2012  -    1,927.24  1,927.24 
17/05/2012  -    177.75  177.75 
18/05/2012  37,850.90  -    37,850.90 
21/05/2012  -    3,391.30  3,391.30 
22/05/2012  6,393.14  -    6,393.14 
24/05/2012  108,000.11  1,694.60  109,694.71 
25/05/2012  40,250.70  -    40,250.70 
28/05/2012  -    1,176.68  1,176.68 
29/05/2012  -    662.97  662.97 
30/05/2012  -    542.17  542.17 
01/06/2012  30,092.80  -    30,092.80 
05/06/2012  -    3,222.29  3,222.29 
06/06/2012  59,920.22  -    59,920.22 
07/06/2012  5,585.58  -    5,585.58 
11/06/2012  -    2,445.25  2,445.25 
13/06/2012  -    1,015.80  1,015.80 
14/06/2012  -    2,662.49  2,662.49 
15/06/2012  28,696.08  -    28,696.08 
18/06/2012  10,392.81  365.76  10,758.57 
19/06/2012  -    787.23  787.23 
20/06/2012  5,218.62  988.33  6,206.95 
21/06/2012  -    368.21  368.21 
22/06/2012  84,374.09  -    84,374.09 
25/06/2012  -    1,021.45  1,021.45 
26/06/2012  1,434.80  1,319.00  2,753.80 
27/06/2012  -    1,375.29  1,375.29 
28/06/2012  -    1,858.72  1,858.72 
29/06/2012  36,117.58  5,155.14  41,272.72 
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Date IEP Banknotes 
(€ value)

IEP Coin 
(€ value)

Total Daily IEP Redemptions
(€ value)

02/07/2012  -    34.46  34.46 
03/07/2012  -    835.89  835.89 
04/07/2012  -    2,002.26  2,002.26 
05/07/2012  50.79  6,625.12  6,675.91 
06/07/2012  33,039.87  319.34  33,359.21 
09/07/2012  -    817.77  817.77 
10/07/2012  -    234.88  234.88 
11/07/2012  -    1,091.96  1,091.96 
12/07/2012  -    2,857.60  2,857.60 
13/07/2012  32,505.30  -    32,505.30 
16/07/2012  5.08  -    5.08 
17/07/2012  17,858.87  35,408.07  53,266.94 
19/07/2012  126.97  1,870.33  1,997.30 
20/07/2012  34,028.99  -    34,028.99 
24/07/2012  -    607.28  607.28 
26/07/2012  11,470.80  3,771.09  15,241.89 
27/07/2012  78,372.05  -    78,372.05 
31/07/2012  -    5,742.34  5,742.34 
02/08/2012  -    906.76  906.76 
03/08/2012  41,507.74  -    41,507.74 
07/08/2012  -    2,680.12  2,680.12 
08/08/2012  -    1,135.91  1,135.91 
09/08/2012  38,906.67  -    38,906.67 
10/08/2012  24,252.01  -    24,252.01 
13/08/2012  -    2,560.96  2,560.96 
14/08/2012  22,595.00  2,709.70  25,304.70 
15/08/2012  -    8,087.96  8,087.96 
16/08/2012  12,349.47  152.36  12,501.83 
17/08/2012  14,728.96  -    14,728.96 
20/08/2012  3,212.44  257.40  3,469.84 
20/08/2012  -    195.03  195.03 
22/08/2012  38,980.98  3,744.75  42,725.73 
24/08/2012  2,975.00  -    2,975.00 
28/08/2012  -    3,353.06  3,353.06 
29/08/2012  -    204.49  204.49 
30/08/2012  1,391.64  -    1,391.64 
31/08/2012  35,933.60  1,923.33  37,856.93 
03/09/2012  -    3,150.65  3,150.65 
04/09/2012  -    1,917.29  1,917.29 
05/09/2012  -    2,309.45  2,309.45 
07/09/2012  27,616.82  -    27,616.82 
10/09/2012  -    4,424.47  4,424.47 
11/09/2012  -    431.23  431.23 
14/09/2012  32,632.29  2,360.81  34,993.10 
17/09/2012  42,242.28  40.90  42,283.18 
19/09/2012  1,155.46  2,056.20  3,211.66 
20/09/2012  -    1,077.53  1,077.53 
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Date IEP Banknotes 
(€ value)

IEP Coin 
(€ value)

Total Daily IEP Redemptions
(€ value)

21/09/2012  22,474.37  17.78  22,492.15 
24/09/2012  -    1,188.05  1,188.05 
25/09/2012  -    5,848.41  5,848.41 
26/09/2012  76.18  1,314.10  1,390.28 
27/09/2012  6,836.28  -    6,836.28 
28/09/2012  27,807.14  -    27,807.14 
01/10/2012  -    4,794.54  4,794.54 
03/10/2012  -    1,719.02  1,719.02 
04/10/2012  -    1,171.72  1,171.72 
05/10/2012  29,330.95  -    29,330.95 
08/10/2012  -    257.70  257.70 
09/10/2012  5,888.41  2,299.86  8,188.27 
10/10/2012  -    226.90  226.90 
11/10/2012  -    410.61  410.61 
12/10/2012  41,936.93  -    41,936.93 
15/10/2012  -    2,259.61  2,259.61 
17/10/2012  -    704.55  704.55 
18/10/2012  -    2,602.67  2,602.67 
19/10/2012  17,776.34  -    17,776.34 
22/10/2012  -    5,285.54  5,285.54 
23/10/2012  50,177.51  1,091.33  51,268.84 
24/10/2012  203.16  2,099.30  2,302.46 
25/10/2012  5,208.46  6,967.81  12,176.27 
26/10/2012  40,524.94  -    40,524.94 
31/10/2012  152.37  2,588.26  2,740.63 
01/11/2012  -    409.81  409.81 
02/11/2012  12,189.48  -    12,189.48 
05/11/2012  -    1,760.05  1,760.05 
06/11/2012  -    21.19  21.19 
07/11/2012  7,371.46  -    7,371.46 
09/11/2012  23,109.24  1,221.74  24,330.98 
12/11/2012  -    2,133.08  2,133.08 
13/11/2012  10,030.93  7,073.45  17,104.38 
14/11/2012  -    2.86  2.86 
15/11/2012  43,375.53  1,538.43  44,913.96 
16/11/2012  18,538.18  -    18,538.18 
19/11/2012  4,092.37  2,193.65  6,286.02 
20/11/2012  1,006.91  632.19  1,639.10 
21/11/2012  11,110.21  -    11,110.21 
22/11/2012  -    946.88  946.88 
23/11/2012  28,061.22  -    28,061.22 
27/11/2012  -    1,146.87  1,146.87 
28/11/2012  152.37  1,573.85  1,726.22 
29/11/2012  1,062.77  -    1,062.77 
30/11/2012  24,785.29  -    24,785.29 
04/12/2012  63.49  3,037.06  3,100.55 
05/12/2012  28,037.07  3,178.57  31,215.64 
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Date IEP Banknotes 
(€ value)

IEP Coin 
(€ value)

Total Daily IEP Redemptions
(€ value)

06/12/2012  1,630.34  -    1,630.34 
07/12/2012  27,553.33  -    27,553.33 
10/12/2012  -    1,502.79  1,502.79 
11/12/2012  -    1,003.08  1,003.08 
13/12/2012  -    1,520.71  1,520.71 
14/12/2012  35,679.66  -    35,679.66 
17/12/2012  30,823.52  6,577.21  37,400.73 
19/12/2012  -    2,606.63  2,606.63 
20/12/2012  -    1,571.89  1,571.89 
21/12/2012  32,975.05  -    32,975.05 
Total 2012  2,477,937.67  315,088.64  2,793,026.31 
02/01/2013  -    261.02  261.02 
03/01/2013  -    85.27  85.27 
07/01/2013  -    3,401.14  3,401.14 
08/01/2013  35,847.88  7.55  35,855.43 
09/01/2013  467.26  -    467.26 
10/01/2013  5,586.85  -    5,586.85 
11/01/2013  30,166.43  1,469.05  31,635.48 
13/01/2013  57.13  -    57.13 
14/01/2013  95.23  -    95.23 
15/01/2013  645.03  1,619.94  2,264.97 
17/01/2013  -    3,310.82  3,310.82 
18/01/2013  29,476.97  -    29,476.97 
21/01/2013  252.67  -    252.67 
22/01/2013  1,762.39  560.35  2,322.74 
23/01/2013  -    1,037.38  1,037.38 
25/01/2013  14,094.10  -    14,094.10 
28/01/2013  -    1,670.70  1,670.70 
31/01/2013  166.34  942.15  1,108.49 
01/02/2013  19,300.03  586.21  19,886.24 
05/02/2013  2,877.23  1,781.43  4,658.66 
06/02/2013  19,261.30  8,788.72  28,050.02 
08/02/2013  15,998.70  -    15,998.70 
11/02/2013  241.26  788.00  1,029.26 
12/02/2013  -    5,421.78  5,421.78 
13/02/2013  -    539.86  539.86 
14/02/2013  1,460.20  -    1,460.20 
15/02/2013  31,740.27  -    31,740.27 
20/02/2013  149.83  -    149.83 
22/02/2013  31,108.59  -    31,108.59 
25/02/2013  82.53  63.49  146.02 
26/02/2013  -    3,106.53  3,106.53 
28/02/2013  17,192.89  -    17,192.89 
01/03/2013  9,650.02  -    9,650.02 
04/03/2013  -    1,907.17  1,907.17 
08/03/2013  44,694.79  -    44,694.79 
11/03/2013  9,079.89  433.04  9,512.93 
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Date IEP Banknotes 
(€ value)

IEP Coin 
(€ value)

Total Daily IEP Redemptions
(€ value)

12/03/2013  2,883.58  5,178.05  8,061.63 
13/03/2013  14,292.17  -    14,292.17 
15/03/2013  39,033.02  3,096.19  42,129.21 
21/03/2013  5,401.47  65.78  5,467.25 
22/03/2013  -    574.59  574.59 
25/03/2013  20,932.86  -    20,932.86 
02/04/2013  528.85  6,069.79  6,598.64 
05/04/2013  75,295.48  4,904.79  80,200.27 
10/04/2013  -    533.25  533.25 
11/04/2013  -    2.08  2.08 
12/04/2013  28,061.21  3,281.73  31,342.94 
16/04/2013  9,114.18  5.08  9,119.26 
19/04/2013  11,618.11  854.76  12,472.87 
22/04/2013  399.96  -    399.96 
24/04/2013  3,360.99  -    3,360.99 
25/04/2013  25.39  -    25.39 
26/04/2013  6,983.56  4,049.76  11,033.32 
02/05/2013  13,134.17  95.37  13,229.54 
03/05/2013  7,237.51  -    7,237.51 
07/05/2013  27,224.47  4,378.84  31,603.31 
10/05/2013  4,571.06  2,662.20  7,233.26 
13/05/2013  4,536.78  1,003.81  5,540.59 
14/05/2013  18,990.17  -    18,990.17 
17/05/2013  15,998.71  3,489.61  19,488.32 
21/05/2013  14,446.44  -    14,446.44 
23/05/2013  10,748.96  21.50  10,770.46 
24/05/2013  5,332.90  6,322.62  11,655.52 
31/05/2013  6,412.19  2,293.53  8,705.72 
05/06/2013  8,585.96  1.27  8,587.23 
07/06/2013  35,014.93  4,481.62  39,496.55 
10/06/2013  1,113.56  -    1,113.56 
11/06/2013  8,449.46  -    8,449.46 
13/06/2013  634.87  95.06  729.93 
19/06/2013  86,812.01  2,289.84  89,101.85 
20/06/2013  8,008.24  -    8,008.24 
21/06/2013  12,824.36  3,946.11  16,770.47 
28/06/2013  3,809.22  3,397.01  7,206.23 
01/07/2013  13,529.67  95.48  13,625.15 
02/07/2013  8,164.42  -    8,164.42 
03/07/2013  330.14  -    330.14 
05/07/2013  11,808.57  5,141.20  16,949.77 
10/07/2013  -    1,022.98  1,022.98 
15/07/2013  -    0.19  0.19 
17/07/2013  -    1,455.38  1,455.38 
19/07/2013  10,919.75  -    10,919.75 
23/07/2013  14,377.87  -    14,377.87 
24/07/2013  7,613.33  5,070.13  12,683.46 
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Date IEP Banknotes 
(€ value)

IEP Coin 
(€ value)

Total Daily IEP Redemptions
(€ value)

25/07/2013  114.28  -    114.28 
26/07/2013  16,153.61  -    16,153.61 
31/07/2013  -    4,510.94  4,510.94 
07/08/2013  -    948.07  948.07 
09/08/2013  9,681.76  -    9,681.76 
14/08/2013  -    3,361.91  3,361.91 
15/08/2013  28,306.24  -    28,306.24 
16/08/2013  7,618.44  -    7,618.44 
20/08/2013  3,821.92  -    3,821.92 
21/08/2013  40,130.07  -    40,130.07 
22/08/2013  25,898.85  -    25,898.85 
23/08/2013  8,380.28  -    8,380.28 
26/08/2013  3,707.64  -    3,707.64 
28/08/2013  6,276.30  -    6,276.30 
29/08/2013  -    4,596.09  4,596.09 
03/09/2013  31,209.52  8,672.31  39,881.83 
04/09/2013  5,529.71  -    5,529.71 
05/09/2013  3,471.47  2,650.42  6,121.89 
06/09/2013  5,205.93  -    5,205.93 
09/09/2013  4,932.29  18.06  4,950.35 
11/09/2013  -    3,820.15  3,820.15 
13/09/2013  16,399.96  -    16,399.96 
16/09/2013  11,500.65  -    11,500.65 
17/09/2013  9,495.10  34,600.36  44,095.46 
18/09/2013  37,005.26  2,772.34  39,777.60 
19/09/2013  101.58  -    101.58 
20/09/2013  5,840.80  -    5,840.80 
23/09/2013  36,153.23  -    36,153.23 
24/09/2013  890.09  -    890.09 
26/09/2013  8,539.00  3,431.29  11,970.29 
27/09/2013  5,840.80  -    5,840.80 
01/10/2013  311.09  -    311.09 
03/10/2013  13,923.94  1,195.17  15,119.11 
07/10/2013  6,602.65  -    6,602.65 
08/10/2013  994.83  -    994.83 
10/10/2013  253.95  18,667.01  18,920.96 
11/10/2013  7,264.18  -    7,264.18 
16/10/2013  -    3,717.01  3,717.01 
18/10/2013  7,745.41  -    7,745.41 
23/10/2013  -    5,851.77  5,851.77 
25/10/2013  5,459.88  -    5,459.88 
29/10/2013  34,056.92  -    34,056.92 
30/10/2013  18,820.06  1,342.11  20,162.17 
31/10/2013  34,439.09  74.88  34,513.97 
01/11/2013  12,863.09  -    12,863.09 
06/11/2013  -    5,604.14  5,604.14 
08/11/2013  4,571.06  -    4,571.06 
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Date IEP Banknotes 
(€ value)

IEP Coin 
(€ value)

Total Daily IEP Redemptions
(€ value)

13/11/2013  20,378.68  3,366.54  23,745.22 
15/11/2013  4,444.09  -    4,444.09 
18/11/2013  21,934.72  382.32  22,317.04 
20/11/2013  20,040.29  2,804.78  22,845.07 
22/11/2013  9,776.99  -    9,776.99 
26/11/2013  18,545.15  -    18,545.15 
27/11/2013  -    1,333.25  1,333.25 
29/11/2013  13,192.58  2,896.00  16,088.58 
06/12/2013  14,775.94  -    14,775.94 
10/12/2013  70,660.29  -    70,660.29 
11/12/2013  -    2,339.61  2,339.61 
12/12/2013  5,821.12  3.81  5,824.93 
13/12/2013  10,919.76  -    10,919.76 
18/12/2013  3,199.74  4,304.67  7,504.41 
20/12/2013  12,216.15  -    12,216.15 
30/12/2013  20,408.52  -    20,408.52 
31/12/2013  -    116.18  116.18 
Total 2013  1,625,841.31  237,042.39  1,862,883.70 
02/01/2014  15,498.44  -    15,498.44 
08/01/2014  -    4,989.85  4,989.85 
09/01/2014  -    197.19  197.19 
10/01/2014  19,154.00  30.96  19,184.96 
15/01/2014  902.78  4,808.61  5,711.39 
17/01/2014  5,840.80  -    5,840.80 
22/01/2014  -    3,859.73  3,859.73 
24/01/2014  18,550.22  1,530.04  20,080.26 
27/01/2014  5,536.05  -    5,536.05 
29/01/2014  2,399.82  3,074.66  5,474.48 
30/01/2014  16,951.54  97.83  17,049.37 
03/02/2014  7,110.54  -    7,110.54 
05/02/2014  -    3,327.41  3,327.41 
07/02/2014  10,058.85  -    10,058.85 
10/02/2014  5,360.85  53.58  5,414.43 
11/02/2014  1,542.72  -    1,542.72 
12/02/2014  20,061.85  2,936.39  22,998.24 
17/02/2014  8,380.27  -    8,380.27 
19/02/2014  -    1,673.87  1,673.87 
21/02/2014  888.81  -    888.81 
24/02/2014  2,017.62  -    2,017.62 
26/02/2014  -    6,022.63  6,022.63 
27/02/2014  50,675.88  -    50,675.88 
28/02/2014  7,618.43  -    7,618.43 
03/03/2014  -    13,410.62  13,410.62 
05/03/2014  27,637.11  2,112.75  29,749.86 
06/03/2014  -    4,708.25  4,708.25 
10/03/2014  10,979.41  -    10,979.41 
12/03/2014  2,194.11  4,193.11  6,387.22 
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Date IEP Banknotes 
(€ value)

IEP Coin 
(€ value)

Total Daily IEP Redemptions
(€ value)

14/03/2014  11,554.63  -    11,554.63 
19/03/2014  17,589.67  10,388.64  27,978.31 
24/03/2014  22,680.70  -    22,680.70 
25/03/2014  5,612.24  -    5,612.24 
26/03/2014  -    6,252.54  6,252.54 
28/03/2014  19,508.25  6.40  19,514.65 
31/03/2014  6,370.29  -    6,370.29 
03/04/2014  -    22.14  22.14 
04/04/2014  5,840.80  2,187.87  8,028.67 
08/04/2014  41,342.69  -    41,342.69 
09/04/2014  33,710.29  3,218.74  36,929.03 
14/04/2014  30,539.73  -    30,539.73 
16/04/2014  -    3,098.94  3,098.94 
23/04/2014  -    2,140.72  2,140.72 
25/04/2014  12,914.51  51,374.38  64,288.89 
30/04/2014  -    3,624.20  3,624.20 
02/05/2014  38,408.31  -    38,408.31 
07/05/2014  -    1,931.78  1,931.78 
08/05/2014  18,026.48  -    18,026.48 
09/05/2014  26,635.33  8.32  26,643.65 
12/05/2014  5,967.77  -    5,967.77 
14/05/2014  3,269.57  3,428.84  6,698.41 
16/05/2014  8,523.75  -    8,523.75 
19/05/2014  -    4,653.26  4,653.26 
20/05/2014  5,205.93  -    5,205.93 
21/05/2014  -    2,099.16  2,099.16 
23/05/2014  12,322.81  -    12,322.81 
28/05/2014  65,727.97  4,669.02  70,396.99 
30/05/2014  9,523.04  -    9,523.04 
06/06/2014  57,277.88  -    57,277.88 
11/06/2014  -    2,079.48  2,079.48 
12/06/2014  -    2,682.34  2,682.34 
13/06/2014  21,398.87  38.32  21,437.19 
17/06/2014  11,427.65  10.97  11,438.62 
18/06/2014  1,937.63  3,385.32  5,322.95 
19/06/2014  24,478.00  -    24,478.00 
24/06/2014  1,184.67  -    1,184.67 
25/06/2014  -    2,880.25  2,880.25 
26/06/2014  2,409.96  -    2,409.96 
30/06/2014  8,380.28  16.27  8,396.55 
Total 2014  769,129.80  167,225.38  936,355.18 
Overall Total  4,872,908.78  719,356.41  5,592,265.19 

Currency Exchange

08/07/2014WRE04800197. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the losses the Central Bank 
of Ireland has made on the exchange of punts to euro since 2002 taking into account the original 
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provision of €60 million in 2002 for future transactions; the total exchange of punt notes and 
coins, respectively, since that provision was made; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29631/14]

08/07/2014WRE04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
the total amount of Irish Pound notes and coins redeemed between 9 February 2002 - when 
they ceased to be legal tender - and 30 June 2014 is €730m, consisting of €489m in respect 
of banknotes and €241m in respect of coins.  As of 31 December 2002, notes to the value of 
€299.7 million were outstanding.  A provision of €60 million was created in respect of future 
redemptions of Irish Pound banknotes.  The balance of €239.7 million, which it was estimated 
would not be presented for redemption, was accounted for through the Profit and Loss account.  
This windfall gain then formed part of the payment of Surplus Income to the Exchequer for 
2002, as proposed by the Minister for Finance in December 2001.

Since 2002, the Central Bank has continued to redeem Irish pound banknotes which have 
been charged against the provision of €60 million.  At end 2010 and 2012 amounts of €10 mil-
lion in each case were transferred from profits to replenish this provision.  At 31 December 
2013 the provision stood at €11.6 million.  The total amount of Irish Pound banknotes redeemed 
between end 2002 and end June 2014 is €69.2m.

In respect of coin, as of 2002, the net proceeds from the issue of coin are passed directly to 
the Exchequer on an annual basis in accordance with section 137 of the Finance Act 2002.  This 
transfer is net of any amount of Irish pound coin redeemed by the Central Bank.  Irish Pound 
coin to the value of €124 million is still in circulation and is redeemable by the Central Bank 
on behalf of the Minister for Finance.  The value of the amount outstanding in respect of Irish 
pound banknotes and coin as at 30 June 2014 was as follows: Irish pound banknotes - €230.5 
million; Irish pound coin - €124 million.  The question of setting a date after which Irish Pound 
notes and coins would no longer be redeemed is being kept under review.

08/07/2014WRE05000Tax Credits

08/07/2014WRE05100198. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance when the advisory group 
on tax and social welfare will publish its report on increasing the incentives for persons to re-
turn to work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29632/14]

08/07/2014WRE05200199. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commis-
sioners have undertaken any estimate of the projected cost to the Exchequer of establishing the 
necessary administrative system to facilitate the refund of tax credits; if the Revenue Commis-
sioners or his Department have carried out a study of the amount a refundable tax credit system 
for low paid workers would cost assuming a suitable qualification period of work; if not, if he 
will carry out such a study; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29633/14]

08/07/2014WRE05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 198 
and 199 together.

The Deputy is advised that the Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare (AGTSW) are 
considering a range of tax and social welfare issues, with a view to increasing the incentives 
for individuals to return to work.  I understand that one of the issues the Group have examined 
relates to refundable tax credits.  It is expected that the Group will publish its report later this 
summer and I anticipate its recommendations will a form useful addition towards informing 
upcoming budgetary deliberations.

Without any new policy decision or direction on this issue, Revenue has not undertaken 



Questions - Written Answers

188

any estimate of the projected cost to the Exchequer of establishing the necessary administrative 
system to facilitate the refund of tax credits.  However, it should be borne in mind that under the 
terms of the Stability and Growth Pact, until Ireland has reached its objective of a balanced bud-
get in structural terms, we may not introduce discretionary revenue reductions unless they are 
matched by other revenue increases or expenditure reductions.  This means that Government 
must consider carefully any tax changes as any reductions will have to be offset elsewhere.

08/07/2014WRE05400Tax Code

08/07/2014WRE05500200. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list for 
each year since 1997 the applicable stamp duty rate on non-residential property; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29634/14]

08/07/2014WRE05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The rates of stamp duty which applied 
to non-residential property since 1997 are set out in the following tables.  In Budget 2012 I in-
troduced a  single  stamp duty rate of 2% in respect of non-residential property, which includes 
farmland as well as commercial and industrial buildings.  This reduction was part of an overall 
budgetary strategy to encourage activity in the construction, development and property sectors 
as they recovered from the effects of the property downturn.

1 January 1997 to 31 December 2001

Aggregate Consideration Rate
Up to £5,000 Exempt
£5,001 to £10,000 1%
£10,001 to £15,000 2%
£15,001 to £25,000 3%
£25,001 to £50,000 4%
£50,001 to £60,000 5%
Over £60,000 6%

1 January 2002 to 3 December 2002 (This table is the same as the table above adjusted to 
take account of the changeover to Euros)

Aggregate Consideration Rate
Up to €6,350 Exempt
€6,351 to €12,700 1%
€12,701 to €19,050 2%
€19,051 to €31,750 3%
€31,751 to €63,500 4%
€63,501 to €76,200 5%
Over €76,200 6%

4 December 2002 to 15 October 2008

Aggregate Consideration Rate
Up to €10,000 Exempt
€10,001 to €20,000 1%
€20,001 to €30,000 2%
€30,001 to €40,000 3%
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Aggregate Consideration Rate
€40,001 to €70,000 4%
€70,001 to €80,000 5%
€80,001 to €100,000 6%
€100,001 to €120,000 7%
€120,001 to €150,000 8%
Over €150,000 9%

16 October 2008 to 6 December 2011

Aggregate Consideration Rate
Up to €10,000 Exempt
€10,001 to €20,000 1%
€20,001 to €30,000 2%
€30,001 to €40,000 3%
€40,001 to €70,000 4%
€70,001 to €80,000 5%
Over €80,000 6%

7 December 2011 to date

      2% flat rate on the entire consideration.

08/07/2014WRE05700Budget 2014

08/07/2014WRE05800201. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that on 
current projections Ireland will have a primary budget surplus this year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29635/14]

08/07/2014WRE05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The most recent fiscal forecast was con-
tained in the Stability Programme Update published in April.  This showed that, in broad terms, 
Ireland will run an underlying general government primary balance this year.  The April 2014 
SPU forecast a primary surplus in 2015.  The next set of official forecasts will be published in 
the Budget book in October.

08/07/2014WRE06000Budget 2014

08/07/2014WRE06100202. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the cost of servicing the 
national debt as projected in budget 2014; the outturn for the year to date; the savings that have 
been made; where have they arisen; the total projected saving on the budgeted amount of debt 
interest for 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29636/14]

08/07/2014WRE06200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Budget 2014 projected the total cash 
cost of servicing the National Debt in 2014 at €8,926 million.  The bulk of debt servicing costs 
is made up of National Debt interest.  The Budget 2014 estimate of National Debt interest in 
2014 was €8,154 million.  The other items comprising debt servicing are sinking funds and debt 
management expenses.  These were estimated in Budget 2014 at €633 million and €139 million 
respectively.

The end-June 2014 Exchequer Returns published last week reported National debt interest 
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expenditure at €4,297 million in the first six months of the year, some €346 million or 7.5% 
below the Budget 2014 consistent profile.  This is largely due to the €4.1 billion bond buy back 
in December 2013, which resulted in lower interest payments in January 2014, lower than ex-
pected costs from bond issuance so far this year and a more benign interest rate environment 
generally, including with respect to the interest rate reset on the floating rate bonds, reflected in 
the June payment.

Sinking Funds and debt management expenses were €600 million and €48 million respec-
tively in the first six months of the year.  National Debt service costs for the year are likely to 
be below the original Budget 2014 estimate.  This was reflected in the April 2014 Stability Pro-
gramme Update which projected total National Debt service costs interest, sinking funds and 
debt management expenses combined at €8,514 million in 2014, some €412 million below the 
Budget 2014 estimate.  The next published estimate of National Debt service costs in 2014 will 
be in the context of Budget 2015 in October.

08/07/2014WRE06350Structural Budget Balance

08/07/2014WRE06400203. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the ESRI Bergin and Fitzgerald note on the structural balance for Ireland; the defi-
nition his Department uses for defining our structural balance; if his Department accepts the 
conclusion that the EU approach is inappropriate for calculating Ireland’s structural balance; 
the action he is taking on same; if Ireland will reach structural balance next year as the paper 
argues; the implications this will have for Ireland and our EU treaty and commission commit-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29637/14]

08/07/2014WRE06500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department maintains an open dia-
logue on the issue of estimation of the output gap for Ireland (and its associated implications 
for estimation of the structural budget balance) with members of the economics community, in-
cluding the ESRI.  The recent Quarterly Economic Commentary Special Article by Bergin and 
FitzGerald outlining the limitations of the EU harmonised approach to estimating the output 
gap is a welcome addition to discussions on this important issue.

Definition used

As official publications from this Department have repeatedly highlighted, the harmonised 
EU approach is not well suited to  capturing in full the dynamics of the Irish economy.  For the 
purposes of assessing compliance with EU fiscal rules, however, all Member States must ap-
ply the standard methodology as outlined in detail in D’Auria et al. (2010), together with the 
recent modifications to how the level of structural unemployment is estimated (as outlined in 
the April 2014 Stability Programme Update).  Official estimates of the structural budget bal-
ance submitted to the European Commission for assessment must comply with this definition.  
The definition used by my Department thus follows the above approach where potential out-
put corresponds to the level of output consistent with price and labour market equilibrium.  As 
the ESRI paper highlights, this approach does not directly incorporate imbalances in the goods 
market captured through the current account.  Movements in terms of trade, however, do feature 
in how the level of structural unemployment is modelled under this approach.  My Department 
shares the view that the requirement to deliver continued structural adjustment following this 
harmonised approach will imply sustaining a significant current account surplus over time.

Appropriateness of approach

There are a number of well-flagged limitations to this methodology: namely the implausi-
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bly high levels of structural unemployment the approach implies, and the tendency for these 
estimates to be revised over time.  Whilst all estimates of the output gap are prone to revision 
(since they are, by definition, based on unobserved trends), the extent of these revisions remains 
a source of concern.

Actions taken

My Department continues to monitor the implications of applying this harmonised method-
ology in Ireland.  At EU working group level, my staff have been closely involved in lobbying 
for and successfully implementing improvements in how structural unemployment is calculated 
under the harmonised approach.  Notwithstanding these improvements, my Department still 
views the implied rate of the latter for Ireland as both implausibly high and overly cyclical in 
nature.

My Department will continue to lobby to improve the fit of the harmonised methodology for 
Ireland.  In this regard, I welcome the forthcoming report by the European Commission to the 
European Parliament on the application of the EU governance framework in December 2014.  
At technical level, my Department will continue to engage actively in this report process.

Position of structural balance

Whilst my Department is of the view that the output gap is likely to be more negative than 
that currently implied by the standardised methodology, it does not share the view outlined in 
the paper that all of the 2014 deficit (-4.8% of GDP) is due to the effects of the economic cycle.  
For this to be the case - consistent with the harmonised methodology - this would imply an 
equally implausible negative output gap of 9 1/2 % of GDP.

Implications for EU commitments

Estimation of the structural balance has assumed a central role in the domestic conduct and 
European assessment of fiscal policy.  It will become even more central to Irish policy decisions 
once we are subject to the preventive arm of the Stability and Growth Pact from 2016 onwards.  
Ireland will then be obliged to deliver a correction in the structural balance of at least 0.5 per-
centage points  per annum from 2016 onwards, until we achieve a position of structural budget 
balance.  Assessment of compliance with this requirement will be based on application of the 
harmonised EU method for calculating the output gap.

08/07/2014WRF00150Central Bank of Ireland

08/07/2014WRF00200204. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance his plans to regulate pay-
day lenders here; if companies (details supplied) were to begin to offer such loans here, the 
regulations by which they would be covered; his plans to introduce regulations and law similar 
to those in some Australian states where there is a cap of a 48% APR maximum loan rate, in-
cluding fees and brokerage; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29638/14]

08/07/2014WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised me that 
pay-day lenders typically offer very short term loans to tide borrowers over until their next pay-
day.  The representative APRs associated with these loans can be as high as 4,000-5,000 per 
cent.  Although a number of firms have approached the Central Bank in relation to offering pay-
day loans in the Irish market, no such business model has been licensed by the Central Bank. 

On the issue more generally, the Central Bank has a robust authorisation process in place for 
assessing applications for moneylending licences. The Central Bank assesses every application 
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for authorisation in accordance with the relevant legislation.  Payday lenders are not permit-
ted to operate in Ireland without appropriate authorisation from the Central Bank.  The Central 
Bank will continue to monitor this sector closely and to take action where necessary to protect 
borrowers’ interests.

The legislation under which moneylenders are supervised (the Consumer Credit Act 1995) 
does not provide for an interest rate cap.  The introduction of an interest rate ceiling may not 
achieve the objective of lowering the total cost of credit for example, if the licensed money-
lender chose instead to extend the duration of the loan.  Any legislative proposals in this regard 
would therefore have to be careful to achieve an overall reduction in the cost of credit. There 
has been some public discussion about introducing an industry-wide cap on the rates money-
lenders can charge. Lower interest rate ceilings could be ineffective and counterproductive in 
this regard and may result in excluding low income households that have repayment capacity, 
even at the high rates charged by licensed moneylenders. The Central Bank would have some 
concerns therefore about the imposition of an industry-wide interest rate cap without there hav-
ing been a full assessment of its impact on consumers.  The Central Bank has no statutory power 
to impose a market-wide cap on rates and examine, on a case-by-case basis, whether the rates 
are excessive.

08/07/2014WRF00350European Stability Programmes

08/07/2014WRF00400205. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if the EU Commission 
will be carrying out an alert mechanism report under macroeconomic imbalances procedure 
now that Ireland has exited the bailout programme; the date on which this will take place; the 
expected publication date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29640/14]

08/07/2014WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Commission published 
the Alert Mechanism Report (AMR) for 2014 on 13 November 2013. The AMR is the starting 
point of the yearly cycle of the Macroeconomic Imbalance Procedure (MIP) and identifies the 
Member States for which further analysis in the form of an in-depth review (IDR) is needed. 
Given that Ireland was still in a macroeconomic adjustment programme, last year’s AMR did 
not recommend whether an IDR should take place for Ireland but that the situation of Ireland in 
the context of the MIP would be assessed after the conclusion of the programme. 

Subsequent to the conclusion of the programme the ECOFIN Council in February consid-
ered that Ireland should be fully integrated into the European Semester framework in 2014, 
including the MIP, and invited the Commission to consider preparing an IDR for Ireland. It also 
recommended that this same procedure should be followed for other programme countries once 
they had successfully completed their financial assistance programmes. The in-depth review 
(IDR) for Ireland was published on 5 March 2014.

The 2015 AMR is likely to be published in November of this year. The Commission will 
recommend in the context of the 2015 AMR whether an in-depth review for Ireland and other 
Member States will take place in early 2015. 

Links to most of the documents referenced here can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/econo-
my_finance/economic_governance/macroeconomic_imbalance_procedure/index_en.htm.

08/07/2014WRF00550Security and Exchange Commission

08/07/2014WRF00600206. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if dark pool trading, private 
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forums for trading securities that is not openly available to the public, regulated here; and if so 
by whom; the number of operations that are based here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29641/14]

08/07/2014WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Markets in Financial Instruments 
Directive (“MiFID”) - transposed into Irish law via the European Communities (Markets in 
Financial Instruments) Regulations 2007 - establishes a regulatory framework throughout the 
European Union for the provision of investment services in financial instruments, for the op-
eration of regulated markets by market operators and also establishes the powers and duties of 
national competent authorities in relation to these activities. 

Dark pool trading is a commonly used term, but not in itself provided for in statute. What is 
commonly referred to as dark pool trading usually has two forms:

(1) trading through private electronic trading platforms operated by broker-dealers or 

(2) trading through a multilateral trading facility (MTF) that execute trades under the use 
of a waiver from the normal pre-trade transparency rules, where approval has been received from 
the national competent authority for the use of that waiver.   

(1) Private electronic trading platforms operated by broker-dealers are not categorised under 
MiFID.  These platforms are currently not subject to authorisation requirements. However, the 
revised MiFID (“MiFID II”) - adopted in 2014 and scheduled to be transposed throughout the 
European Union by 2016 - will introduce a range of measures to deal with concerns in rela-
tion to so-called dark pools and require more trading activity to take place on regulated trading 
venues or systems. 

(2) Under the current MiFID rules, MTFs are subject to authorisation requirements through-
out the EU, including Ireland. The authorisations are granted by the Central Bank of Ireland. An 
authorisation has been granted by the Central Bank of Ireland under the MiFID Regulations to 
Investment Technology Group Limited to operate a MTF called POSIT and the Central Bank 
has also approved the use of a waiver from pre-trade transparency which POSIT currently uses.

The use of pre-trade transparency waivers will be restricted under MiFID II by virtue of the 
tightening of the conditions around when such waivers can be used, and also via the volume 
cap mechanism.  The European Securities Markets Authority (ESMA) will undergo a process 
of reviewing all waivers from pre-trade transparency across Europe to ensure compliance with 
MiFID II once it comes into force on 3 January 2017.

08/07/2014WRF00750Bank Branch Closures

08/07/2014WRF00800207. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Finance his views regarding the announce-
ment by Ulster Bank of the closure of a further ten branches here; his plans to meet senior 
executives in Ulster Bank or Royal Bank of Scotland and if any such meetings are planned; his 
views on a possible merger with other institutions to form a third force in banking; his views on 
the call by the Irish Bank Officials Association that there should be no compulsory redundan-
cies in Ulster Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29741/14]

08/07/2014WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I fully understand and appreciate the 
concerns of Ulster Bank customers and their employees at this announcement. The statement 
that there will be no additional job losses as a result of the announcement is to be welcomed. I 
understand that staff will be redeployed within the branch network.
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As I said in a reply to a previous question on this matter on 1 July, my officials have been in 
contact with both RBS and Ulster Bank officials; this contact will continue as the bank finalises 
its plans for the future.

The bank will continue to have a substantial branch presence across the country and Royal 
Bank of Scotland has publicly committed to building on Ulster Bank’s current position to make 
it a compelling challenger bank to the main domestic banks and to focus firmly on the customer. 
That is to be welcomed. The continued presence of a viable and active Ulster Bank in the Irish 
market will be important in fostering competition for banking services. It is vital that businesses 
and consumers have a range of banking options available when using financial services and ac-
cessing credit - all of which will become increasingly important as the economy recovers.

As part of their day-to-day role, my officials will consider all credible proposals and develop 
strategic options relating to the banking system.

08/07/2014WRF00950Credit Availability

08/07/2014WRF01000208. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the loan amount the Stra-
tegic Banking Corporation of Ireland, SBCI, has advanced to Irish small and medium-sized 
enterprises; the amount of funding the SBCI has received from the German Development Bank, 
KfW; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29761/14]

08/07/2014WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Tao-
iseach and Chancellor Merkel last year sought, when we were exiting the EU/IMF Programme, 
to specifically to find ways to reinforce Ireland’s economic recovery by improving funding 
mechanisms for the real economy, including access to finance for Irish SMEs. The German 
Government asked KfW, the German development bank, to work with the German and Irish 
authorities swiftly, in order to deliver on this initiative at the earliest possible date. 

A working group comprising of officials at my Department and staff of the National Trea-
sury Management Agency have worked quickly to investigate ways to ensure that the benefit 
of this cooperation to Irish SMEs can be maximised.  In order to have the SBCI operational 
as soon as possible, the group are working in a number of areas to close agreements with 
Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau (KfW) and the European Investment Bank.  Both KfW and the 
European Investment Bank have indicated that they are willing to provide lower cost funding 
to SBCI for up to a 10-year term. Locking in funds at a lower cost for a 10-year period is both 
a major benefit and a risk mitigant for SMEs. To have locked in lower cost funding would be 
a major benefit in such circumstances   and this fact should provide considerable confidence to 
the SME sector as it increases the certainty of funding to that sector even in adverse financial 
market conditions.

A key benefit of the SBCI will be its ability to facilitate loans with initial capital repayment 
breaks or the offering of loans with longer durations than are typically available currently. In 
such cases, SMEs would have greater capacity to make investments on the basis of improved 
cash flow matching, which makes growth more likely.  Additionally, the expanded pool of lend-
ing products could serve the needs of a wider cohort of SME customers than is presently served 
by the lending institutions.

The establishment of the SBCI will provide in total over €500m of additional credit for 
SME s and will be a great addition to the SME credit landscape in Ireland. This will promote 
greater competition in the SME lending sector, will drive economic growth and job creation in 
this key sector of our economy. The Government will be prioritising the passage of the required 
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legislation through the Houses of the Oireachtas and I expect the SBCI to be facilitating lending 
before the end of the year.

08/07/2014WRF01150VAT Rebates

08/07/2014WRF01200209. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if VAT remains refundable on 
the installation of pendent alarm systems; and if he will consider extending this to include the 
cost of the annual monitoring fees incurred by those using the alarms. [29785/14]

08/07/2014WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the VAT rating of goods and services is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law 
with which Irish VAT law must comply.  In the circumstances, the supply of personal alarms 
is liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%.  The supply of parts and accessories and 
monitoring fees are also liable to VAT at the standard rate.

I am also advised that, under the Value-Added Tax (Refund of Tax) (No. 15) Order 1981, 
VAT paid on qualifying goods may be refunded where the goods are purchased for the exclu-
sive use of disabled persons suffering a specified degree of disablement.  The Order applies to 
goods which are aids or appliances, including parts and accessories, which might reasonably be 
treated as constructed or adapted having regard to the particular disablement of the person.  A 
personal alarm for a disabled person may qualify for relief under the Order if it may be consid-
ered an aid or appliance constructed or adapted for use by a disabled person having regard to 
the particular disablement of that person.  The Order applies only to goods so services, such as 
a monitoring service, are not included in the Order.  A Claim Form VAT 61A is available on the 
Revenue website (www.revenue.ie).

08/07/2014WRF01350Tax Code

08/07/2014WRF01400210. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the amount raised by the 
close company surcharge, and the professional close company surcharge for the years 2007 to 
2013 and the estimate for 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29786/14]

08/07/2014WRF01500211. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance  if he will estimate the 
cost to the Exchequer of raising the de minimis level of the close company surcharge from 
€2000 to €5,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29787/14]

08/07/2014WRF01600212. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance  if he will estimate the 
cost to the Exchequer of raising the de minimis level of the close company surcharge from 
€2000 to €5,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29788/14]

08/07/2014WRF01700213. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will estimate the 
cost to the Exchequer of abolishing the professional close company surcharge; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29789/14]

08/07/2014WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan) (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 210 to 213, inclusive, together.

By way of background, the tax code in Ireland has a number of long-standing general anti-
avoidance rules relating to what are called ‘close companies’.  A close company is, broadly 
speaking, a company under the control of 5 or fewer people. 

Two of these rules impose an additional tax charge (or surcharge) on certain close compa-
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nies:  

Firstly, a surcharge of 20% applies to any investment and rental income that is not distrib-
uted within 18 months of the accounting period in which that income was earned. 

Secondly, a surcharge of 15% on 50% of any business income of a professional service 
close company that is not distributed within 18 months of the relevant accounting period. 

The purpose of these surcharges is to prevent the avoidance of personal income taxation 
through the accumulation within a company of income that would otherwise be subject to in-
come tax at a person’s marginal tax rate.  

In relation to the Deputy’s specific questions about the cost of amending these surcharges, 
I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that based on information included on a self-
assessed basis on the corporation tax returns filed for the tax years 2007 to 2012, the estimated 
amounts raised by the surcharges referred to in the questions are as shown in the following 
table. The amounts shown in the table may not include additional yield of approximately €2.5m 
tax that was secured following a specific programme of checks carried out nationally on close 
company surcharge compliance since the returns were filed.

Year Close Company Surcharge (€m) Professional Income Of Service  Com-
panies Surcharge (€m)

2007 19.2 6.3
2008 23.7 5.7
2009 20.7 4.7
2010 19.0 3.8
2011 18.4 3.6
2012 17.9 5.5

Data for the tax year 2013 is not yet available as the bulk of tax returns for 2013 are not due 
until later this year. 

It is tentatively estimated on the basis of tax returns for the year 2012 that the corporation 
tax loss associated with increasing the de minimis amount associated with the close company 
surcharge to €5,000 and €10,000 could be of the order of €2.4 million and €5 million respec-
tively. This cost does not include any cost associated with increasing the de minimus amount for 
the surcharge associated with professional income of service companies nor does it include any 
potential income tax loss associated with lower distributions as a result of the proposal. 

Regarding Question No. 29789, it is tentatively estimated on the basis of tax returns for the 
year 2012 that the corporation tax loss associated with abolishing the surcharge associated with 
professional income of service companies could be of the order of €5.5 million in a year. This 
cost does not include any potential income tax cost associated with the diversion of income into 
close companies that could arise as a result of the proposed abolition of the surcharge.

I would emphasise that the primary purpose of the close company surcharges is to counter 
attempts to avail of lower company taxation rates on personal income.  

In order to assist small companies with liquidity constraints and improve their cash flow po-
sition, these rules were relaxed modestly in Finance Act 2013 following the Budget announce-
ment of a renewed focus on the SME sector.  The measures enabled companies to retain a higher 
amount of income for reinvestment without being liable to a surcharge.  

By way of example, at the current limits a company may keep up to €100,000 on deposit at 
an interest rate of 2%, and retain the resulting interest income of €2,000 for use in their business 
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without suffering the surcharge.

I am satisfied that the current thresholds are now set at an appropriate level and I have no 
plans to amend them further.

08/07/2014WRF01850Fuel Rebate Scheme

08/07/2014WRF01900214. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans to provide for a new 
fuel grant scheme for disabled drivers which will have the same levels of support as the current 
excise relief scheme. [29793/14]

08/07/2014WRF02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  As the Deputy is aware, following a 
ruling by the European Court of Justice in April 2013 and subsequent negotiations with the 
European Commission, the excise relief on fuel element of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers scheme will be discontinued from 31 December 2014.

As I have previously stated arrangements are being made to provide for a new fuel grant 
scheme for disabled drivers which will have the same levels of support as the current excise 
relief scheme and there will be a seamless transition between the two schemes. 

Officials from my Department have been engaging with other Departments and the Revenue 
Commissioners in order to examine all the legislative, financing and payment implications of 
a new fuel grant scheme. When all the details of the new scheme have been worked out and 
finalised, the members of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers Scheme will be in-
formed.

08/07/2014WRF02050Revenue Commissioners Investigations

08/07/2014WRF02100215. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Louth who regularly imports goods through Dublin Port, was selected for 
a random stripping examination by Revenue and Customs on 14 June 2014, was charged €650 
plus VAT for the examination of their container by a shipping group on the instruction and un-
der the supervision of the Revenue and Customs; the procedures in place by the Revenue and 
Customs for conducting stripping examinations; the reasons Revenue and Customs and their 
agents have started to charge to conduct these examinations; the method used to determine or 
calculate fees and/or charges prior to stripping examinations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29827/14]

08/07/2014WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the control and examination function such as that which was performed in the case 
in question is essential in safeguarding national and EU revenues, and in ensuring compliance 
with importation prohibitions and restrictions.

The examination was carried out under the provisions of the Customs Code [Council Regu-
lation (EEC) No. 2913/92], that specifies that responsibility for the production of goods re-
quired to be examined and the associated costs rests with the declarant. Article 69.1 of the 
Customs Code states:

Transport of the goods to the places where they are to be examined and samples are to be 
taken, and all the handling necessitated by such examination or taking of samples, shall be car-
ried out by or under the responsibility of the declarant. The costs incurred shall be borne by the 
declarant.
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The above procedure was implemented by Revenue with effect from 1 March 2014 follow-
ing an extensive consultative process with key stakeholders in Dublin Port. The implementa-
tion of the procedures  was also discussed with the Customs Consultative Committee, a group 
representing importers, exporters, the logistics sectors and Revenue.

There are three freight compounds in Dublin Port. The compound operators are obliged 
under the terms of their Revenue approvals to provide the necessary examination facilities. The 
costs associated with the production of the goods are a matter between the freight compound 
operators and the importer and his agents. Revenue has no role in the setting of the charges 
involved.

The Revenue Commissioners have also advised that most imported goods are cleared 
through Customs without the need for a physical examination. The examination in the case in 
question was not a random selection, but was based on  Revenue’s risk criteria.

08/07/2014WRF02250Property Taxation Collection

08/07/2014WRF02300216. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding local 
property tax in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29830/14]

08/07/2014WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that it has 
made eight separate payment options available to assist property owners meet their Local Prop-
erty Tax (LPT) and Household Charge (HHC) obligations in a manner that best suits individual 
circumstances.

Included among the options are a number of phased payment methods that allow property 
owners spread their liabilities over the course of the year. For example, property owners can pay 
their LPT/HHC by way of voluntary deduction at source from salary or pension. This option, 
which is arranged by Revenue, is evenly divided over the amount of pay dates available in the 
person’s annual payment cycle and carries no additional costs or transaction charges. 

Alternatively, property owners can avail of monthly direct debits through their financial 
institutions or certain credit union accounts, or they can make regular weekly or monthly pay-
ments to one of the four approved payment service providers, which are An Post, Payzone, 
PayPoint and Omnivend. Details in regard to the four payment service providers, including 
information on their transaction fees are available on the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie.  
The transaction fees applied by the financial institutions and credit unions vary depending on 
the type of account held by the property owner.

 In regard to the specific case to which the Deputy refers, Revenue has confirmed to me that 
a member of the LPT team has already made telephone contact with the person in question to 
discuss the issues. The LPT team member outlined the different payment options to the person 
and also explained the qualifying criteria in respect of deferral and partial deferral of outstand-
ing LPT/HHC liabilities. The person clearly indicated that he was not interested in deferring 
any part of his liabilities and opted to pay on a phased basis through one of the service provid-
ers. The LPT team member activated the person’s preferred payment option for him and the 
issue is now resolved. 

08/07/2014WRF02450Tax Code
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08/07/2014WRF02500217. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the information sources 
his Department has utilised in any study prepared to assess the utility and implications of adopt-
ing a wealth tax; if he will share the findings of this research; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29844/14]

08/07/2014WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): To estimate the potential revenue from 
such a tax one would need to identify the wealth held by individuals, which is not possible from 
the data available at present.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they currently 
have no statistical basis for compiling estimates in relation to a potential wealth tax.  Although 
an individual’s assets and liabilities are declared in a number of specific circumstances   for ex-
ample, after a death or the value of property owned   this information is not a complete measure 
of financial assets in the State or recorded in a manner that would allow analysis of the implica-
tions of an overarching wealth based tax.

I am advised that the Central Statistics Office (CSO) institutional sector accounts do not 
give an indication of the number of households or persons classified by the categories of wealth 
they hold.  These statistics are based on aggregate information collected from financial institu-
tions and do not contain the demographic details which would enable such a breakdown of the 
statistics. 

However, I understand that, following discussions between the Department of Public En-
terprise and Reform, the CSO and the Central Bank, the CSO has commenced a “Household 
Finance and Consumption Survey”, which will collect information on household wealth.  The 
results of this survey are not yet available.

The data to be collected by the CSO as part of its Household Finance and Consumption 
Survey is not being collected for the purposes of calculating the potential yield from a wealth 
tax but to collect general information on the financial situation and behaviour of households.

08/07/2014WRF02650Mortgage Interest Rates

08/07/2014WRF02700218. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the action he will take to 
ensure that predominantly State-owned banks pass on recent interest rate reductions to their 
customers who are on variable rate mortgages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29861/14]

08/07/2014WRF02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  As the Deputy will be aware the Rela-
tionship Frameworks with the banks provide that the State will not intervene in the day-to-day 
operations of the institutions or their management decisions. These documents are published on 
the Department of Finance website. I must ensure that the banks are run on a commercial, cost 
effective and independent basis to ensure the value of the banks as assets to the State.

Neither the Central Bank nor the Department of Finance has a statutory function in relation 
to interest rate decisions made by individual lending institutions at any particular time. It should 
also be noted that the Relationship Frameworks specifically reference decisions regarding pric-
ing as being commercial decisions for the banks.

08/07/2014WRF02850European Banking Sector

08/07/2014WRF02900219. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the Irish ar-
rangements and permanent delegation to the European Banking Authority based in London; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [29889/14]

08/07/2014WRF03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Banking Authority (EBA) 
forms part of the European System of Financial Supervision and aims to ensure effective and 
consistent prudential regulation and supervision across the European banking sector. It took 
over all existing tasks and responsibilities of the Committee of European Banking Supervisors. 
Its overall objectives are to maintain financial stability in the EU and to safeguard the integrity, 
efficiency and orderly functioning of the banking sector.

The EBA’s main task is to create a single EU rule book in banking. This provides a single 
set of harmonised prudential rules for financial institutions throughout the EU. It does this by 
developing draft technical standards, which can then be adopted by the European Commission 
as EU law. It issues guidance and recommendations with which national supervisors and firms 
must make every effort to comply. This improves the functioning of the internal market by en-
suring appropriate, efficient and harmonised European regulation and supervision.

The Central Bank is a member of the EBA Board of Supervisors, which is attended by the 
Deputy Governor   Financial Regulation, Cyril Roux.  The Central Bank is also represented on 
the Standing Committees, sub groups of these Committees and various other working groups.

The Central Bank of Ireland currently has three staff members seconded to the EBA on a 
temporary basis.

08/07/2014WRF03050Financial Instruments

08/07/2014WRF03100220. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if the practice of crowdfunding 
and peer-to-peer lending can be incorporated in legislation in view of the recently issued con-
sumer notice on crowdfunding, including peer-to-peer lending by the Central Bank of Ireland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29890/14]

08/07/2014WRF03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Consumer Notice on Crowdfund-
ing, including Peer-to-Peer Lending information notice which was issued by the Central Bank 
on 17 June 2014 was to alert consumers to the fact that crowdfunding, including peer-to-peer 
lending, is currently not a regulated activity in Ireland.

Crowdfunding, including peer-to-peer lending in respect of enterprise and other activities, 
is becoming an ever more popular alternative mechanism for businesses and promoters across 
the globe to access finance in the context of a more challenging financial environment.  In its 
various forms, crowdfunding including peer-to-peer lending allows individuals, businesses and 
promoters to solicit capital from funders, using social networks and crowdfunding platforms to 
finance projects. It appears to be affording real opportunities in the area of alternative non-bank 
finance for SMEs, particularly for those enterprises that have either been refused bank credit or 
who are less willing to formally apply for funding from traditional lenders.  Interestingly, how-
ever there is also innovative examples of SMEs using this type of funding to actually comple-
ment traditional bank debt financing.  Use of crowdfunding and peer-to-peer funding mecha-
nisms have demonstrated substantial growth in the US and the UK in particular, albeit  targeted 
at minority and/or niche segments of the SME market.     

However, crowdfunding is in its infancy and financial returns on capital will dictate its 
overall success. Comparable data is not yet readily available domestically, at EU level or inter-
nationally with which to analyse its impact to date, although moves are afoot at EU level to con-
sider methods to address this data deficiency.  Lending directly to small growth companies via 
peer-to-peer exchanges has expanded recently. Irish exchanges have not yet matched interna-
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tional levels but there are a number of platforms in the Irish market.  As this new source of fund-
ing grows the issues of consumer protection and regulation are also coming more to the fore in 
many countries. The Government, through the State Bodies Group, chaired by my Department, 
are considering how best to support the development of crowdfunding and peer-to-peer lending 
in a manner that enhances SME access to finance and promotes increased entrepreneurship and 
business development. This will include looking at examples of good policy practice in other 
countries.  We will also be closely engaging in the EU level discussions on this issue, including 
in particular the subject of any future regulation of the sector.  While we continue to keep these 
matters under review we do consider that crowdfunding and peer-to-peer lending has  a role to 
play as part of the range of bank and non-bank sources  of financing for SMEs in Ireland.

08/07/2014WRF03250World Bank Policy

08/07/2014WRF03300221. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline Ireland’s 
operational relationship with the World Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29896/14]

08/07/2014WRF03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Detailed information on Ireland’s re-
lationship with the World Bank is contained in the Annual Report for 2013 entitled “Ireland’s 
Participation in the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank” which is prepared by my 
Department in accordance with Section 10 of the Bretton Woods Agreements (Amendment) Act 
1999 and which I presented to Dáil Éireann earlier this year.   The report is available at www.
finance.gov.ie/publications 

Ireland has been a member of the World Bank since 1957 and is part of a constituency with 
Canada and a number of Caribbean countries.  As the Minister for Finance is the Governor for 
Ireland at the World Bank, my Department has the lead role in relation to Ireland’s engagement 
with the Bank, in particular in relation to governance and shareholder interests. 

In 2013, the Governors of the World Bank approved the adoption of two strategic goals for 
the World Bank Group: (i) to end extreme poverty   to reduce the percentage of people living on 
less than $1.25 a day to 3 per cent by 2030 and (ii) to promote shared prosperity  to foster in-
come growth of the bottom 40 per cent of the population.  Ireland strongly supports these goals.

Ireland is represented at the Executive Board by Mr. Alister Smith, an Executive Director 
appointed by Canada.  There are two Irish representatives on secondment from my Department 
to the World Bank who work full-time in the constituency office, Mr. Eamonn Kearns and Mr. 
Niall Cassidy.   They make an important contribution to the work of the Bank and in communi-
cating Ireland’s position on a wide spectrum of policy issues.  The advisors work closely with 
the Department, with Irish Aid and Enterprise Ireland as well as other Government Departments 
and agencies, as appropriate, to promote Irish interests in the wider context of their contribution 
to the work of the World Bank.

Ireland’s policy document, “One World, One Future” sets out a whole-of-Government ap-
proach to international development.  Irish Aid have a close working relationship with the 
World Bank and support Ireland’s constituency through policy advice and guidance on develop-
ment related issues, while also liaising with my Department.  The Department of Finance also 
works alongside Enterprise Ireland in relation to the promotion of enterprise interests at the 
World Bank.

Ireland has consistently supported the work of the International Development Association 
(IDA) and contributed €29 million in 2013 to IDA, the concessional lending arm of the World 
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Bank which focuses on the world’s poorest countries, and is   recognised internationally for its 
contribution to the fight against global poverty and hunger and its contribution to making in-
ternational aid more effective.    In addition, Irish Aid supports the World Bank’s development 
activities by providing funds to a variety of trust funds.    Irish Aid funding to the World Bank 
in 2013 was almost €40 million, much of which was for specific programmes such as the Global 
Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria, the Global Partnership for Education and activities in Ethiopia 
such as the Productive Safety Nets and Basic Services programmes.     

Ireland has recently broadened its engagement with the World Bank on the Doing Business 
Report, the Bank’s flagship publication which assesses regulations affecting domestic firms and 
the ease of doing business in 189 economies.  My Department has a central role in coordinat-
ing Ireland’s response to the Doing Business Report in the context in particular of the priority 
accorded to improving Ireland’s business and regulatory environment and international com-
petitiveness. 

Further information regarding the activities of the World Bank is contained on its website 
www.worldbank.org.

08/07/2014WRF03450Tax Reliefs Application

08/07/2014WRF03500222. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on calls to make 
private health insurance payments fully income tax deductible in budget 2015; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29900/14]

08/07/2014WRF03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Since 16 October 2013, tax relief for 
medical insurance premiums has been restricted to the first €1,000 per adult and the first €500 
per child insured. Any portion of premium paid in excess of these ceilings no longer qualifies 
for tax relief.  Prior to this, income tax relief for medical insurance premiums was provided at 
source, at the standard rate of income tax, on the entire premium amount regardless of cost. 
Therefore, the State was paying 20% of the cost of all private medical insurance premiums. 

The cost of Income Tax relief in respect of medical insurance has increased significantly in 
recent years, estimated at €404 million in 2011, €448 million in 2012 and €500 million in 2013. 
Despite the increasing cost of the relief, the numbers insured are estimated to have reduced 
by approximately 170,000 over the same period, while at the same time the level of medical 
cover has decreased on some policies. Against this background the increase in costs was un-
sustainable. If the relief had remained unchanged and the trend was to continue, the cost would 
increase to approximately €1 billion per annum by 2020.

Notwithstanding the recent reform, the tax system is still supporting those who can afford 
private medical insurance to the tune of around €400 million per annum. Effectively that means 
that some taxpayers who could never afford private health insurance, or who have had to give 
up their policies due to personal circumstances, are continuing to provide financial support via 
the tax system to those individuals who can afford such insurance. 

It should be noted that the Commission on Taxation in its 2009 report recommended the 
retention of medical insurance relief but that it should be limited. The introduction of an upper 
ceiling on the amount of medical insurance premiums that will qualify for tax relief achieves 
this recommendation.  

It is unfair and unsustainable to allow unrestricted tax relief on private medical insurance 
premiums, particularly at a time when the general population has contributed so much to repair-
ing the public finances. However, the new ceilings ensure continuing support via the tax system 
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for those who purchase medical insurance policies, while reducing Exchequer exposure to more 
expensive policies.

08/07/2014WRF03650Universal Social Charge Exemptions

08/07/2014WRF03700223. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance if he will reduce the 
universal social charge for retired persons in budget 2015; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29902/14]

08/07/2014WRF03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Universal Social Charge (USC) 
was introduced in Budget 2011 to replace the Income Levy and the Health Levy. It was a neces-
sary measure to widen the tax base, remove poverty traps and raise revenue to reduce the budget 
deficit. It is a more sustainable charge than those it replaced.  It is applied at a low rate on a wide 
base, and the revenues collected play a vital part in meeting the many expenditure demands 
placed on the Exchequer, including state pensions.  

An individual is not liable to pay USC where his or her total income does not exceed €10,036. 
All State contributory and non-contributory pensions are exempt from the charge, and indeed 
are not included when calculating income levels for assessing whether individuals breach the 
threshold. Furthermore, individuals aged 70 and over, and medical card holders, benefit from a 
lower rate of USC (provided their total income does not exceed €60,000). 

As a result of a review of the USC conducted by my Department in 2011, the Government 
decided in Budget 2012 to increase the entry point to the Universal Social Charge from €4,004 
to €10,036 per annum. It is estimated that this removed almost 330,000 individuals from the 
charge.  

As part of the normal budgetary preparations, my officials will examine potential options 
for changes to the tax system for my consideration as part of the overall Budget package. How-
ever, it should be borne in mind that under the terms of the Stability and Growth Pact, until 
Ireland has reached its objective of a balanced budget in structural terms, we may not introduce 
discretionary revenue reductions unless they are matched by other revenue increases or expen-
diture reductions.

08/07/2014WRF03850Tax Code

08/07/2014WRF03900224. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the tax concessions available 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29903/14]

08/07/2014WRF04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that there are no tax concessions available in respect of a person disposing of shares in 
the circumstances outlined by you. As I stated in a reply to a previous PQ from the Deputy in 
relation to this issue, farmers who sell shares in order to make capital investments in their farms 
are no different to any other taxpayers who may decide to sell shares or other assets.  

It is important to note that it is only an actual chargeable gain that is subject to capital gains 
tax, not the entire consideration received from a sale of shares. In addition, any gains made in a 
year from disposals of chargeable assets up to a total of €1,270 will not incur any capital gains 
tax - €1,270 is the annual capital gains tax exemption for individuals.
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08/07/2014WRF04050Tax Code

08/07/2014WRF04100225. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has 
been drawn to an issue (details supplied) which makes Irish companies selling services in the 
UK uncompetitive against UK-based competitors; his plans to address the situation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29904/14]

08/07/2014WRF04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the EU VAT Directive, with which Irish and UK VAT legislation must comply, dis-
tinguishes between a supply of goods and a supply of services.  Where an Irish VAT registered 
trader makes a supply of goods to a UK business then the Irish trader zero-rates the supply and 
the UK business self-accounts for VAT on the goods.  The UK trader will have the right to de-
duct this VAT if the goods are used for his taxable supplies.   

The position with services is that where an Irish VAT registered trader makes a supply of 
services to a UK business then the place of supply for VAT purposes is the UK and the Irish 
trader zero-rates the supply, and the UK business self-accounts for VAT.  Again, the UK trader 
will have the right to deduct this VAT if the services are used for his taxable supplies.    

In this way, suppliers established in Ireland compete on a level playing field in the UK mar-
ket with UK established suppliers.

08/07/2014WRF04250House Purchase Schemes

08/07/2014WRF04300226. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce a 
scheme to make provisions for first-time buyers to buy homes and who are unable to buy homes 
due to the large deposit needed; if this scheme will be in effect this year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29905/14]

08/07/2014WRF04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department is committed, under the 
construction strategy, to examine the concept of a mortgage insurance scheme and how it might 
benefit new housing completions in the Irish market. The objective of any scheme would be to 
ensure adequate availability of mortgage finance on affordable terms for new completions, par-
ticularly for ‘First Time Buyers’, as the economy recovers. In doing so I would aim to provide 
the certainty needed to support greater levels of investment in new housing, with the associated 
benefits for the construction sector and ultimately for the consumer.

My Department is undertaking an economic impact analysis which will assess the impact 
such a scheme would have on the Irish housing market, taking into consideration time limits, 
targeting ‘First Time Buyers’ or owner occupiers and focussing on new housing. Initially, I 
envisage that any scheme would be limited in nature and targeted to support ‘First Time Buy-
ers’.  However, I will not pre-empt the outcome of the economic impact assessment from my 
Department which is currently underway. 

 The purpose of this initiative will be to promote an increase in housing supply, only where 
needed. Any scheme I introduce will be designed to more effectively match demand with sup-
ply while also aiming to assist ‘First Time Buyers’.

The analysis will draw lessons from mortgage insurance initiatives undertaken in other 
countries and will include questions as to the appropriateness of a price cap as well as regional 
or geographic restrictions.  Once this analysis has been completed and presented to me I will 
consider  next steps.
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08/07/2014WRF04450Further Education and Training Programmes Funding

08/07/2014WRF04500227. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will sup-
port a community training centre (details supplied) in Dublin 11; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29306/14]

08/07/2014WRF04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): This is an operational matter 
for City of Dublin Education and Training Board (ETB) and I have asked the ETB to contact 
the Deputy directly to clarify the position.

08/07/2014WRF04650Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/07/2014WRF04700228. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the allocation of funding for a centre (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29709/14]

08/07/2014WRF04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Board of Management 
(BOM) of the school in question advised my Department that the school will continue in its 
current locations until the end of June, 2015.  My Department has confirmed its willingness 
to provide grant aid to the BOM to facilitate it renting the premises referred to for the coming 
school year.  My officials and the NCSE are in regular contact with this school and the Associa-
tion and will continue to work with them on future provision in the county.

08/07/2014WRG00150Adult Education

08/07/2014WRG00200229. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the budget 
allocation in his Department in the years 2012, 2013 and 2014 for adult literacy programmes. 
[29001/14]

08/07/2014WRG00300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The annual budget for the Adult Literacy Programme has been €30 million for each of the years 
2012, 2013 and 2014.

08/07/2014WRG00350Higher Education Schemes

08/07/2014WRG00400230. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide clarity on the screening indicators for the higher education access route; the persons 
who qualify under the socioeconomic group criteria; the persons who qualify under the disad-
vantaged area criteria; and if the disadvantaged area criteria relate to farming land or particular 
location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29008/14]

08/07/2014WRG00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Higher Education Access 
Route (HEAR) is a college and university admissions scheme which offers places on reduced 
points and extra college support to school leavers from socioeconomically disadvantaged back-
grounds.

The scheme is operated by a number of higher education institutions and not by my Depart-
ment. Admissions to the institutions are regulated by the institutions themselves.  The Deputy 
may wish to contact the Irish Universities Association in this instance. Further details in relation 
to the HEAR scheme including the eligibility criteria are available at www.accesscollege.ie.
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08/07/2014WRG00550School Transport Eligibility

08/07/2014WRG00600231. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing school transport in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath. [29020/14]

08/07/2014WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The Deputy will be aware that under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School 
Transport Scheme children are eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 
kilometres from and are attending their nearest education centre as determined by my Depart-
ment/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language. The child referred to by the Deputy is 
not attending her nearest school and is therefore not eligible for school transport.  While it is the 
prerogative of parents to send their children to the school of their choice, eligibility for school 
transport is to the nearest school.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only subject to a number of terms and conditions including the payment of the annual 
charge. This charge, which may be paid in two instalments in July and December, is a contribu-
tion towards the overall cost and does not reflect the true cost of providing these services. Only 
children who are eligible for school transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS Scheme) 
are exempt from paying the annual charge.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

08/07/2014WRG00750Freedom of Information Data

08/07/2014WRG00800232. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline in 
tabular form for each year from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of freedom of information 
requests received by his Department; the total refused; total granted; total part-granted; total 
appealed; total of successful appeals; total of part-successful appeals; total of refusals; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29066/14]

08/07/2014WRG00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following table gives 
details of FOI requests from 2009 to date received by my Department.  The total number of FOI 
requests for each of the years includes requests that were withdrawn, handled outside FOI or 
transferred to another public body.

Freedom of Information requests to the Department of Education and Skills -1st Janu-
ary 2009-30 June 2014
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2009 569 113 206 149 8 - 4 4 - 1 - - - 1 -

2010 796 127 254 167 13 - 3 8 2 - 6 1 2 - 1 2 -

2011 1170 83 237 318 15 - 5 10 - 3 - 1 1 - 1 -

2012 417 85 240 191 20 - 3 16 1 - 4 1 1 2 - -

2013 328 30 110 114 25 - 6 19 - - 9 1 - 4 - 2 2 

2014 135 20 38 44 6 - - 5 - 1 2 - - - - - 2

* Total figure also includes requests withdrawn, handled outside FOI or transferred
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08/07/2014WRG00950Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRG01000233. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
in tabular form the number of staff in his Department on a sabbatical or career break, broken 
down by timeframe, that is, less than six months, six to 12 months, one to two years, two to 
three years, four to five years; and five years plus; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29083/14]

08/07/2014WRG01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by 
the Deputy is set out in the following table.

Department of Education and Skills – Career Breaks

Period Period Period Period Period Period
0-6 months 6 -12 months 1-2 years 2-3 years 4-5 years 5 years plus
- 1 3 4 3 5

08/07/2014WRG01150Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRG01200234. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide in 
tabular form the total photography costs for his Department since coming to office, inclusive of 
costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which photogra-
phers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with each occa-
sion that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of photographers 
within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29100/14]

08/07/2014WRG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The total photography costs 
for my Department since 9 March 2011 are set out in the attached document.

The Department adheres to the National Procurement Service’s photography framework in 
place for central government, local government and the health and education sectors. The De-
partment endeavours to keep photography costs to a minimum.

Cost Occasion
€381.15 (€315 + €66.15 VAT) Copies of photographs of a school project and 

their use on an A1 display board which was 
submitted to the Royal Institute of Architects 
of Ireland for the joint RIAI/Department col-
loquium on school design which was held on 
June 30th 2011 in Dublin.

€301.35 (€245 + €56.35 VAT) Photographs taken on June 12th 2012 and 
circulated to media on the occasion of the 
visit of the UN Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General on Violence Against Chil-
dren, Marta Santos Pais, to participate in an 
international jury to oversee the design com-
petition of a memorial to victims of childhood 
abuse in institutions in Ireland.
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Cost Occasion
€154.98 (€126 + €28.98 VAT) Photographs of Minister Quinn with a repre-

sentative of the Migrant Rights Centre Ireland 
and 4 students on July 24th 2013 to publicise 
changes to third level fees to benefit migrant 
students.

€172.20 (€140 + 32.20 VAT) Photographs of Minister Quinn with the Na-
tional Parents Council on September 6th 2013 
to publicise funding for anti-bullying training 
for parents.

€154.98 (€126 + €28.98 VAT) Photographs taken of Minister Quinn with 
Brazilian students studying in Ireland on Oc-
tober 7th 2013 to publicise his trade mission 
to Brazil later that month.

€404.93 (€335 + €69.93 VAT) Photographs taken at the launch of the Digital 
Strategy for Schools on December 2nd 2013.

€413.28 (€336 + €77.28 VAT) Photographs taken for the launch of the 
ISSU’s report on May 23rd 2014.

€361.62 (€294 + €67.62 VAT) Photographs taken to announce the winners of 
the Ireland History Competition on May 29th 
2014.

08/07/2014WRG01350Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRG01400235. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide, in 
tabular form, information on the use of external public relations firms employed by his Depart-
ment since coming to office; the list of uses of each external public relations firm; the internal 
departmental policy with regard to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29117/14]

08/07/2014WRG01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has not in-
curred any expenditure in respect of the provision of public relations services since the Govern-
ment came into office.

When engaging external support services, my Department does so in accordance with the 
provisions of the Department of Finance “Guidelines for the Engagement of Consultants and 
other External Support by the Civil Service”.

08/07/2014WRG01550Schools Amalgamation

08/07/2014WRG01600236. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the progress of the proposed amalgamation of the national schools in 
Kanturk, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29132/14]

08/07/2014WRG01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can advise the Deputy that 
the project he refers to is being delivered by the Office of Public Works (OPW) on a devolved 
basis. In August, 2012, a planning application for the delivery of the new amalgamated primary 
school was lodged by the OPW with Cork County Council. However in April 2013, Cork Coun-
ty Council notified the OPW that planning permission for the new school had been refused.
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Officials in the Building Unit of my Department have been working closely with OPW and 
Cork County Council since to address the issues on foot of the original planning application. 
The project brief for the project has been revised and the project is progressing through the 
architectural planning stages with a view to submitting a revised planning application for the 
delivery of the new school as soon as possible.

08/07/2014WRG01750International Students

08/07/2014WRG01800237. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the progress that has been made in achieving the objectives and targets set 
out in Ireland’s International Education Strategy 2010-15. [29144/14]

08/07/2014WRG01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government is strongly 
committed to promoting Ireland as a centre for international education through implementation 
of Investing in Global Relationships: Ireland’s International Education Strategy and roll-out of 
the Education in Ireland brand internationally by Enterprise Ireland.Since the publication of 
the strategy, there has been 36% growth in full-time non-EEA students in institutions report-
ing data to the HEA. The first Higher Education System Performance report published by the 
HEA notes that “the higher education system is broadly on target to have international students 
accounting for 15% of total full-time student numbers by 2020.” The HEA also indicates that 
the system is showing strong alignment with the priority markets set by the High Level Group 
on International Education, with 45% of international students coming from priority markets.

Particular progress continues to be made in the United States, where Ireland is in the top ten 
destinations for American students and the top small country destination and Brazil, where we 
have attracted 3% of all scholarship students under the Science Without Borders programme, 
again making us the top small country destination.  A mid-term review of the international edu-
cation strategy is being undertaken by my Department and will be published later in the year.

08/07/2014WRG01950Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRG02000238. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total amount 
spent on external IT consultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29152/14]

08/07/2014WRG02100239. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has renegotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29171/14]

08/07/2014WRG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 238 and 239 together.

In addition to the spend on IT consultancy services, the IT unit of my Department engages 
contract staff and external service providers to provide specialist technical support and deliver 
specific projects where needed. The total spend on external staff (consultancy, contractors and 
external service providers) was as follows:-

2010 - €1,353,466

2011 - €1,486,158

2012 - €1,507,434
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2013 - €1,403,874

2014 - €562,615 (to end June)

Where IT consultancy, external service providers or contract staff are required for specific 
projects then the Department conducts procurement exercises in accordance with current ICT 
procurement policy.

In late 2013, my Department commenced an open procurement exercise for admission to 
a multi-supplier Framework Agreement for the supply of temporary contract ICT personnel, 
replacing the previous Framework Agreement which expired earlier this year.  The new Frame-
work Agreement came into effect in February 2014 and is in place for an initial two-year period, 
with the option to extend for a further two years, subject to satisfactory performance.  As and 
when a specific requirement for resources arises during the life of the Framework Agreement, 
the Department issues mini-tenders to participants on the Framework, inviting them to submit 
competitive bids. This reduces the time taken for the Department to respond to business de-
mands while ensuring value for money on an ongoing basis.

Details of ICT procurement policy may be accessed on http://ictprocurement.gov.ie/ or 
http://ict.gov.ie/ictexpenditure/ictcontrol.aspx.

08/07/2014WRG02250Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRG02300240. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide in 
tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s remit made 
since March 2011; the number of vacancies on State boards under his Department’s remit since 
March 2011; the number of vacancies on State boards under his Department’s remit publically 
advertised since March 2011; and the number of appointments to State boards under his remit 
drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  [29189/14]

08/07/2014WRG02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested 
on the number of appointments made to State boards in the last three years is outlined in the 
following table.

The Deputy should note that Board appointments, while made by me as Minister, are not in 
all cases made at my sole discretion. Individuals may be nominated for appointment by various 
organisations as specified in the relevant statute of the body concerned.

Vacancies on other boards of Bodies under the aegis of my Department that arise will contin-
ue to be advertised on my Department’s website and at www.publicjobs.ie. The Deputy should 
further note that in making any direct Ministerial appointments, I am not necessarily confined 
to those who make such expressions of interest but will ensure that all of those appointed have 
the relevant skills and competencies for the positions.

Name of Board Number of appoint-
ments made to state 
boards since 2011

Number of posi-
tions advertised over 
which the Minister 
can directly  appoint 
[Note 1]

Appointments made 
from members of the 
public who applied 
through the PAS 
process

Year appoint-
ments made

An Chomhairle um 
Oideachas Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta (COGG)

2 0 0 2012

An Foras Áiseanna Sao-
thair (FÁS)

3 [Note 2] 0 0 2011/2013
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Name of Board Number of appoint-
ments made to state 
boards since 2011

Number of posi-
tions advertised over 
which the Minister 
can directly  appoint 
[Note 1]

Appointments made 
from members of the 
public who applied 
through the PAS 
process

Year appoint-
ments made

Grangegorman Develop-
ment Agency (GDA)

15 7 3 2012

Higher Education Author-
ity (HEA)

10 9 2 2012

Irish Research Council 14 0 0 2012
Léargas 12 9 0 2012/2013
National Centre for Guid-
ance in Education (NCGE)

12 1 0 2013

National Council for Cur-
riculum & Assessment 
(NCCA)

26 [Note 3] 3 2 2012 (25) and 2013 
(1)

National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE)

14 13 2 2013

Quality and Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

10 8 3 2012

Skillnets Ltd 4 0 0 2011/2012
State Examinations Com-
mission (SEC)

5 5 2 2012

Teaching Council 37 3 0 2012
An tSeirbhís Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

13 9 9 2013

Residential Institutions 
Statutory Fund (RISF)

10 [Note 4] 9 4 [Note 4] 2013

Residential Institution 
Redress Board (RIRB)

                                                            See [Note 5]
Residential Institution Re-
view Committee (RIRC)
Education Finance Board 
(EFB)

Note 1: Appointments, while made by the Minister, are not in all cases made at his sole dis-
cretion. Individuals may be nominated for appointment by various organisations as specified in 
the relevant statute of the body concerned.

Note 2: Two interim appointments were made to the Board of Foras Áiseanna Saothair 
(FÁS) in January 2013 pending the dissolution of the body in October 2013.  Accordingly, these 
vacancies were not published on PAS. Appointments to the Board of FÁS were made following 
consultation with the Minister for Social Protection and the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation.

Note 3: The 25 member NCCA was appointed in 2012 with one resignee being replaced in 
November 2013.

Note 4: Following the resignation of an appointee, the consequential vacancy was filled by 
a person who had submitted an expression of interest to PAS.   A further two appointees applied 
directly to the Department.

Note 5: The existing members of the Residential Institutions Redress Board (RIRB) and the 
Residential Institutions Review Committee (RIRC) were re-appointed in December 2011 for a 
period of two years and again in December 2013 for a further period of 5 months or until such 
time as the bodies have completed their work, whichever is the sooner.   The Chairperson of 
the RIRB is paid an annual salary equivalent to the President of the Circuit Court (in February 
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2012) subject to pension abatement while the Chairperson of the RIRC is paid an annual sal-
ary equivalent to a Supreme Court Judge subject to pension abatement. Since October 2011 the 
Chairperson has taken a 50% voluntary reduction in salary.  The other board members of both 
the RIRB and the RIRC are paid a per diem rate and pension abatement applies in the case of 
members receiving a pension from the State. The per diem rate from 1st January 2014 is €624.  

The final membership of the Education Finance Board (EFB) were appointed in February 
2012 for a one year term or until the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund (RISF) was estab-
lished whichever was the earlier.   The RISF was established and the EFB dissolved in March 
2013. The 9 member Board consisted of a Chairperson, four former residents of institutions and 
four ordinary members.  The views of survivor groups and other interested parties were sought 
on appointments of former resident members of the Board.  The members were not remuner-
ated.

08/07/2014WRG02450Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/07/2014WRG02500241. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is his De-
partment’s policy that all children on the autism spectrum who qualify for home tuition should, 
instead of availing of the home tuition scheme, be attending a nominated specialist preschool 
from the age of three; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29237/14]

08/07/2014WRG02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department’s policy in 
this regard has not changed.

Home tuition is intended as an interim provision only for children with a special educational 
need for whom a school placement is not available and is not intended to be regarded as an 
optional alternative to school.

Home tuition is provided to children with autism aged between 2½ and 3 years of age as 
they cannot enrol in a school until they reach the age of three.

Parents can choose to enrol children with autism in an early intervention class from the age 
of three and where such a placement is not available home tuition is approved.  Children with 
autism over the age of four may also be eligible for home tuition if a school placement is not 
available for them.

The annual circular for the 2014/2015 Home Tuition Scheme (048/2014) is available on 
www.education.ie and provides detailed information on the purpose of the scheme including 
the eligibility criteria.

08/07/2014WRG02650Home Tuition Scheme Provision

08/07/2014WRG02700242. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the continuation of home tuition in respect of a child (details supplied) in County 
Cork for the 2014 to 2015 school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29238/14]

08/07/2014WRG02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The purpose of the Home 
Tuition Scheme is to provide a compensatory educational service for children who, for a num-
ber of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school. The scheme also provides a 
compensatory educational service for children with special educational needs seeking an edu-
cational placement.  Provision is also made for early educational intervention from children 
with autism.
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Applications for home Home Tuition must be renewed annually.  The circular and applica-
tion form for the 2014/2015 school year are now available on www.education.ie.

No application has been submitted in respect of the child referred to by the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRG02850Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRG02900243. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
Bills his Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory impact assess-
ments that his Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29291/14]

08/07/2014WRG03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that since March 2011, my Department has published seven bills and has published four regula-
tory impact assessments.

08/07/2014WRG03050School Curriculum

08/07/2014WRG03100244. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether the proposed politics and society subject for the senior curriculum may be hampered by 
the change in status of civics, social and political education in the junior curriculum; if he will 
report on the introduction of the politics and society subject; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29302/14]

08/07/2014WRG03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In the context of the imple-
mentation of the new Framework for Junior Cycle the only subjects that will be “compulsory” 
are English, Mathematics and Irish. This decision has been taken to give schools the flexibility 
to develop their Junior Cycle programme mindful of the educational needs of their own students 
and mindful of the principles, statements of learning and key skills as set out in the Framework.

Education about active citizenship and the promotion of human rights issues are an integral 
component of the new Framework for Junior Cycle. For example, one of the 24 ‘Statements of 
Learning’, that encompass the key knowledge and skills that students will develop during their 
junior cycle, requires that all students will “value what it means to be an active citizen with 
rights and responsibilities in local and wider context”.

In addition, the 8 key skills which underpin the new Framework for Junior Cycle, include 
“working with others” whereby students should realise and experience how they can “contrib-
ute to making the world a better place”. As junior cycle students will experience the statements 
of learning and key skills, it is expected that education for active citizenship and education 
about human rights and responsibilities will continue to be an important part of the new Junior 
Cycle.

I recently approved a new short course in CSPE that has been developed by the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA). This short course will be available to schools 
to implement, from this September, should they wish to do so as part of their Junior Cycle pro-
gramme or they may continue to offer the current syllabus. Schools will choose from one or the 
other for the up-coming academic year 2014/2015. This programme is in fact designed for 100 
hours of teaching compared to less than 70 hours for the existing CSPE syllabus.

The new short course aims to inform, inspire, empower and enable young people to partici-
pate as active citizens in contemporary society at local, national and global levels based on an 
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understanding of human rights and social responsibilities.

As with Junior Cycle, education about active citizenship and human rights issues are also 
reflected at Senior Cycle. As part of transition year, students are afforded the opportunity to 
further interrogate some of the themes encountered in CSPE at Junior Cycle. This is facilitated 
by the availability of resources and materials that have been developed by a number of NGOs, 
including Amnesty International, for use by transition year pupils.

I have also indicated my intention to introduce ‘Politics and Society’ as a new optional 
Leaving Certificate subject. One of the objectives of the draft syllabus, which has been devel-
oped by the NCCA, is to develop ‘a sense of care for others and a respect for and a valuing of di-
versity in all areas of human life within the parameters of human rights principles’. In addition, 
the draft syllabus is structured around four key areas. One of these areas is ‘Active Citizenship’. 
The Politics and Society subject will be made available to schools once the NCCA has advised 
my Department on a number of outstanding issues.

The developments in the Junior Cycle will provide our young people with the knowledge 
and skills to continue their studies in politics and society, if they so wish, when the new senior 
cycle specification becomes available.

08/07/2014WRG03250Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/07/2014WRG03300245. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
primary school in County Cork has had its special needs assistant allocation cut from four posts 
to two for the forthcoming school year; if his attention has been drawn to the impact this will 
have on the education of children with special needs attending the school; if this decision can 
be reviewed by the National Council for Special Education; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29311/14]

08/07/2014WRG03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) have allocated over 10,900 Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts 
in schools to support students with special needs for the 2014/2015 school year.  The exact 
numbers of SNAs will become clear when enrolments of students in mainstream schools are 
finalised in September.

SNA posts are allocated to schools that have enrolled students with disabilities who also 
have significant care needs. All students who are eligible to access SNA support and for whom 
an application has been made, will have this support in place in September.

Each school’s allocation of SNA support can change from year to year as students go from 
primary to post-primary; graduate from post-primary; change schools – from one primary or 
post-primary school to a different one; or from a special school or special class placement to a 
mainstream placement or vice versa.  New students with care needs may, or may not, enrol to 
replace students who have left.  There is always a significant churn of posts within the system.

An appeals process will be in place for the 2014/15 school years. Details are available on 
www.ncse.ie.

08/07/2014WRG03450Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRG03500246. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department or 
agencies under its auspices have engaged the services of a debt collection agency in pursuing 



 8 July 2014

215

moneys owed to them; if his Department has guidelines regarding hiring such agencies; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [29328/14]

08/07/2014WRG03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not 
utilise the services of debt collection agencies in pursuing monies owed to it.  My Department 
is collating information from agencies under the Department’s aegis.  From the information 
available to date I understand that debt collection agencies are not used in recovering debt owed 
to those agencies. Should further information become available in this regard I will arrange to 
have this provided to the Deputy.

In the context of overall debt management in the public sector, my Department continues to 
engage with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in seeking to support enhanced 
debt collection processes in the Government sector.

08/07/2014WRG03650Private Schools

08/07/2014WRG03700247. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills following newspaper 
reports on the imminent sale of All Hallows College, if he can guarantee that the students will 
be returning in September to complete the full college year in the premises at All Hallows Col-
lege as they had been previously informed. [29344/14]

08/07/2014WRG03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): All Hallows College is a pri-
vate college and is not an approved institution under the Higher Education Authority (HEA). 
It does not receive core funding, however, my Department provides grant in lieu of tuition 
fee funding to the College in respect of three approved undergraduate courses. This funding 
amounted to some €436,000 for the 2013/14 academic year.

My Department does not have a role in the placement of students in any third level institution 
and decisions regarding courses to be run are matters for individual institutions as autonomous 
bodies. I welcome the fact that the college has stated that it intends to wind down on a phased 
basis in order to facilitate as much as possible the completion of current students’ studies.

08/07/2014WRG03850EU Funding

08/07/2014WRG03900248. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the European bodies 
that are responsible for overseeing the funding of SOLAS courses here. [29345/14]

08/07/2014WRG04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): SOLAS is funded by the 
Exchequer under the Vote of the Department of Education and Skills as well as through the 
National Training Fund (NTF). SOLAS allocates funding for the delivery of training services 
through the network of training centres, which has now been transferred to the Education and 
Training Boards.

European Social Fund (ESF) and European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) pro-
grammes co-finance active labour market measures in EU Member States. Both programmes 
are overseen and administered at EU level by DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion 
and DG Regional and Urban Policy in the European Commission.In Ireland the Department 
of Education and Skills has responsibility for the provision, management, certifying and audit 
functions for ESF and EGF.

SOLAS is involved in the implementation and delivery of eligible training services that are 
EU co-financed under both the ESF and EGF programmes. ESF and EGF funds are subject to 
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testing for eligibility and audit by the Audit Authority in the EU Commission and, the national 
Audit Authority for ESF.

08/07/2014WRG04050SOLAS Funding

08/07/2014WRG04100249. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding arrange-
ments for outside organisations which provide training on SOLAS courses; if they get paid per 
student per day or a fixed amount. [29346/14]

08/07/2014WRG04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): While community and not-
for-profit organisations such as Specialist Training Providers, Local Training Initiatives and 
Community Training Centres receive funding under a variety of programmes, there are two 
primary methods for funding of commercial training providers.

Contract Training is a fee based payment awarded using a tendering process. The tendered 
cost of the course is paid and it is a matter for the former FÁS Training Centres to refer the 
appropriate numbers.  There is also a per person vouched expense element for the assessment 
and for any unplanned costs associated with the contract. A placement fee is also included and 
is based on results.

Momentum is a delivery outcome model and is based on a per person cost.  This is not an 
amount set at national level but is dictated by the successful tenders submitted by the providers 
concerned. Where learners leave the course before completion, the fee payable to the provider 
is reduced accordingly.  A portion of the fee is paid at each of the different points during the 
delivery phase and a further portion is paid based on outcomes.

08/07/2014WRG04250School Curriculum

08/07/2014WRG04300250. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the concerns of civic, social and political education, CSPE, teachers that 
consideration is being given to the idea that CSPE be dropped as a required exam in the junior 
cycle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29351/14]

08/07/2014WRG04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Education about active citi-
zenship is an integral component of the new Framework for Junior Cycle. For example, one of 
the 24 ‘Statements of Learning’, that encompass the key knowledge and skills that students will 
develop during their junior cycle, requires that all students will “value what it means to be an 
active citizen with rights and responsibilities in local and wider contexts”.

In addition, the 8 key skills which underpin the new Framework for Junior Cycle, include 
“working with others” whereby students should realise and experience how they can “contrib-
ute to making the world a better place”.  As junior cycle students will experience the statements 
of learning and key skills, it is expected that education for active citizenship will continue to be 
an important part of the new Junior Cycle.

The new short course in CSPE that has been developed by the National Council for Curricu-
lum and Assessment (NCCA) will be available to schools to implement, from this September, 
should they wish to do so as part of their Junior Cycle programme. Alternatively, schools may 
continue to offer the current CSPE syllabus for the up-coming academic year 2014/2015. The 
new CSPE short course aims to inform, inspire, empower and enable young people to partici-
pate as active citizens in contemporary society at local, national and global levels based on an 
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understanding of human rights and social responsibilities.

The new CSPE short course is designed for 100 hours of teaching compared to less than 70 
hours for the existing CSPE syllabus.

In the context of the implementation of the new Framework for Junior Cycle the only sub-
jects that will be “compulsory” are English, Mathematics and Irish. This decision has been 
taken to give schools the flexibility to develop their Junior Cycle programme mindful of the 
educational needs of their own students and mindful of the principles, statements of learning 
and key skills as set out in the Framework.

08/07/2014WRG04450Health Professions Admission Test

08/07/2014WRG04500251. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
number of private colleges offering tuition courses in the health professions admission test; and 
if his Department has made any assessment on the impact this private tuition may be having on 
the final student cohort entering medicine in universities.  [29360/14]

08/07/2014WRG04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The selection criteria and 
process for admission to medical schools is a matter for the Deans of medical schools in univer-
sities in line with their statutory autonomy in relation to academic affairs.

The HPAT – Ireland test was chosen by the Deans through an international tender process 
which included criteria that there should be little evidence of benefit to candidates who (i) re-
peated the test or (ii) accessed commercial coaching provided by private colleges.

An Interim Review of the HPAT entrance mechanism was presented in July 2012 which, 
among other things, found that candidates who undertook commercial HPAT-Ireland prepara-
tory courses appeared to slightly outperform candidates who do not do so.

In order to address this issue, the Review recommended that all candidates should be given 
greater opportunities to familiarise themselves with the test format and the rationale supporting 
the selection of correct responses through provision of more extensive preparation materials. 
This recommendation was noted by the Deans of the Medical schools and has been imple-
mented.

The Review Group also recommended a further interim review of the HPAT process be un-
dertaken in due course to assess the effectiveness of this amelioration in addressing the issue.

08/07/2014WRG04650Teachers’ Panel Rights

08/07/2014WRG04700252. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
teachers who qualified here but later worked in the United Kingdom may not have their experi-
ence in the UK taken into account when applying for inclusion in the supplementary redeploy-
ment panel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29363/14]

08/07/2014WRG04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers 
to other schools that have vacancies. Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrange-
ments to fill permanent vacancies from supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term 
(temporary/substitute) and part-time teachers. The supplementary redeployment arrangements 
for the 2014/15 school year were published in November 2013 (Circular 0057/2013) following 
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consultation with the relevant education stakeholders.  Applicants must meet all of the pub-
lished criteria in order to gain access to the Supplementary Panel.

Reckonable service which is allowable for the purpose of Supplementary Panel access is 
service as a fully qualified teacher in a post paid for by the Department of Education and Skills, 
excluding certain service types as listed in Circular 0057/2013.  There are no plans to expand 
these arrangements to include teaching experience in schools outside of Ireland.

08/07/2014WRG04850Pupil-Teacher Ratio

08/07/2014WRG04900253. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he 
will take to deal with the fact that County Meath has the second highest pupil-teacher ratio in 
the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29412/14]

08/07/2014WRG05000256. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he 
will take to deal with the fact that County Meath has the second highest pupil-teacher ratio in 
the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29434/14]

08/07/2014WRG05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 253 and 256 together.

We have a growing population of young people in this country and despite the difficult 
financial circumstances we face as a country, we prioritised education so that the number of 
teachers we have in the system has also grown in order to protect pupil teacher ratios. There are 
a thousand more teachers employed in schools around the country this school year than there 
was the year before. While there has been a moratorium on recruitment across other sectors in 
the public service, this has not applied to teaching and shows the commitment this Government 
has to educating our future generations.

The Department of Education and Skills key statistics for the 2013/14 academic year show 
that the number of children attending school has increased by 9,895 at primary level and 4,331 
at post-primary (excluding PLCs). Despite these massive rises, pupil teacher ratios at primary 
school have dropped slightly from 16.4 to 16.3, while they have remained constant at second 
level at 13.9.

The primary level statistics on class size data for the 2013/14 school year show the na-
tional average class size is 24.8 pupils. With over 21,000 classes in over 3,100 primary schools 
throughout the country there will always be variations in class sizes at individual school level.

The primary staffing schedule currently operates on the basis of a general average of 1 class-
room teacher for every 28 pupils, with lower thresholds for DEIS Band 1 schools. It includes 
the provision where schools experiencing rapid increases in enrolment can apply for additional 
permanent mainstream posts on developing grounds.  In addition, a staffing appeals process 
is available to schools, including a new criterion for 2014/15 aimed at schools which make a 
significant contribution to absorbing demographic growth.

Schools Building Projects Status

08/07/2014WRH00200254. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the work that has been carried out to improve school facilities, by school, in 
County Meath in each of the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014; the schools to which extensions 
have been provided in County Meath in each of the years 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014; the schools 
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for which extensions are planned in the years 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29415/14]

08/07/2014WRH00300255. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form by school the work that has been carried out to improve school facilities 
in County Meath in each of the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; if he will outline 
where extensions have been provided in County Meath schools in the same years; the schools 
that can expect to get extensions in the years 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29433/14]

08/07/2014WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 254 and 255 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that details of all schools, including schools in County Meath, 
that have received capital funding from my Department may be viewed on my Department 
website at www.education.ie by clicking on “Schools and Colleges”, then “Building Works” 
and selecting the relevant headings. This is updated on a regular basis.

The Deputy will be aware that the Five Year Construction Plan that I announced in March 
2012 lists the individual school projects that are planned to proceed to construction over the du-
ration of the Plan. The Plan priorities new school building projects as well as major extensions 
in areas where significant demographic need has been established, including areas in Meath, so 
that our school system is in a position to cater for increasing pupil numbers.

Further to the Five Year Plan, my Department is committed to publishing a detailed annual 
programme in relation to individual major school projects commencing construction. In De-
cember 2011, details of 56 major school building projects scheduled to commence construction 
in 2012, the first year of the Plan, were published. In December 2012, details of 50 major school 
scheduled to proceed to construction in 2013, the second year of the Plan, were published. In 
November 2013, details of the 70 building projects scheduled to commence construction in 
2014, the third year of the plan, were published. All three Plans are available on my Depart-
ment’s website.

In addition, due to additional funding made available for the schools’ building programme 
as part of the Government’s “Investing in Infrastructure and Jobs” package, 28 school projects 
that were not contained in the Five Year Plan but had completed extensive architectural plan-
ning are now being progressed to tender and construction. Two schools in County Meath ben-
efited from this initiative.

The Deputy will also be aware that under the Prefab Replacement Initiative 2012, approval 
was given to 170 schools nationally to replace 458 prefab units with permanent accommoda-
tion. In excess of €42 million was allocated for this initiative. In June 2013, the Department 
announced a further initiative to replace prefab units with permanent accommodation. A total 
of €15 million has been allocated in 2013/14 for this purpose. Replacing prefabs is part of this 
Government’s €475 million education infrastructure plan for 2014. The list of schools approved 
under these prefab replacement schemes are available on the Department’s website. 10 County 
Meath schools were awarded capital funding under this initiative.

The Deputy will be aware that I recently announced details of the schools, including those 
schools in County Meath that will receive Summer Works Scheme funding in 2014 in respect 
of applications submitted for Categories 1-6 i.e. Gas, Electrical, Mechanical, Toilet Facilities 
and Roof Works projects. In total, I have approved funding of more than €70 million on this 
scheme to allow schools undertake improvement works during the summer. A list of the suc-
cessful schools may be viewed on my Department’s website.



Questions - Written Answers

220

Question No. 256 answered with Question No. 253.

Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

08/07/2014WRH00600257. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an applicant 
to Caranua who is unhappy with a decision handed down by an appeals officer has the right to 
appeal the decision to the Ombudsman; and the reason applicants are not informed of this right. 
[29459/14]

08/07/2014WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In accordance with section 
22(6) of the Residential institutions Statutory Fund, Act 2012 a person affected by a decision 
of the Appeals Officer can appeal to the High Court on a point of law within 28 days of receipt 
of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  Any decision of the High Court on such appeal shall be final 
and conclusive in accordance with section 22(8) of the Act.  Caranua includes information on 
the appeals process when notifying decisions to applicants.

The Appeals Officer is independent of Caranua in the performance of his functions. While 
Caranua comes within the scope of the Ombudsman Acts 1980 to 2012, the actions of persons 
such as independent appeals officers are generally excluded from investigation by the Ombuds-
man.

Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

08/07/2014WRH00800258. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
persons who received payments from the old Education Finance Board who have applied for 
payments from Caranua; and the number of these persons who have been refused payments. 
[29460/14]

08/07/2014WRH00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought by 
the Deputy is not available.  Caranua and the former Education Finance Board are separate 
bodies with distinct schemes involving different eligibility criteria. The functions vested in the 
Education Finance Board were transferred on its dissolution to Caranua until such time as the 
investment account which financed the former Education Finance Board is closed. Caranua has 
advised that in compliance with its data protection obligations, there will be no cross-referenc-
ing of applications made to it and the former Education Finance Board.

Departmental Bodies

08/07/2014WRH01000259. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
persons who engaged in multi-annual courses and to whom commitments were made by the Ed-
ucation Finance Board; the number of these persons who have been contacted by Caranua; and 
the number of these persons who have continued to receive payments for courses.  [29461/14]

08/07/2014WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): On its dissolution in March 
2013, the functions of the former Education Finance Board were vested in Caranua.  These 
functions included making payments to individuals engaged in multi-annual education courses 
to whom financial commitments had been made for the duration of their courses by the Educa-
tion Finance Board. Caranua contacted 17 people in this regard.  13 individuals responded and 
payments were made accordingly to them in 2013.
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Education Policy

08/07/2014WRH01200260. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 302 of 27 May 2014, if section 28 of the 1998 Education Act has been 
enacted and is in place; the timeframe in which his Department will introduce the charter re-
ferred to in that reply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29483/14]

08/07/2014WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the education environment has changed since 1998. There are now a number of avenues 
for resolving grievances. Section 28 places no obligations on a school to have a broader policy 
on its relationship with parents and students. I intend to include an amendment to Section 28 
of the Act as part of the final Admissions to Schools Bill which has recently been approved for 
drafting by Government.

Education and Training Boards

08/07/2014WRH01400261. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria used for 
short listing candidates for teaching positions in ETBs; and if he will indicate if this a cen-
tralised system for all ETBs.  [29491/14]

08/07/2014WRH01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The position is that Education 
and Training Boards are statutory bodies with their own corporate status established under the 
Education and Training Boards Act 2013. The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill 
teaching posts is a matter for the individual ETB subject to provisions set out in Section 24 of 
the Education Act 1998 (as amended).

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

08/07/2014WRH01600262. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason when 
upskilling from dental nursing to dental hygienist, students are not eligible for a grant even 
though dental hygienist is level 7 while most of the nursing courses are level 6 and therefore 
most students are going up a level; if the fact that dental hygienists are solely responsible for the 
procedures carried out on their patients should not be reflected in their application for grants as 
significant upskilling from that of a dental nurse; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29527/14]

08/07/2014WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms of the stu-
dent grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions 
of funding including those relating to nationality, residency, progression and means.

To satisfy the terms and conditions of the student grant scheme in relation to progression, 
a student must be moving from year to year within a course having successfully completed the 
previous year or be transferring from one course to another where the award for the subsequent 
course is of a higher level than the previous course.

The objective of this policy is to help as many students as possible to obtain one qualifica-
tion at each level of study. Given the level of demand on the student grant budget from first time 
students and students that are progressing with their studies to a higher level, there are no plans 
at present to change the arrangements in place.

A student holding a Level 6 award, where this is the highest qualification attained, would 
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be deemed to satisfy the progression requirement on entering a Level 7 programme.   In regard 
to the Dental Nursing courses the award for successful completion of these programmes is, 
generally, at Level 7.  A student holding a Level 7 award entering the Dental Hygienist Level 
7 programme would not be deemed to satisfy the progression requirement of the Student Grant 
Scheme.

Special Educational Needs Staffing

08/07/2014WRH01800263. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a full-time special needs assistant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29529/14]

08/07/2014WRH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support 
for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for 
SNA support. Where children have significant care needs whereby they may need additional 
support to be able to attend school, the NCSE may make an allocation of SNA support to the 
school to assist that child.

The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The criteria 
by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.

The deployment of SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/Board 
of Management. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care 
support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been al-
located. It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual 
need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.

The NCSE have announced that in September there will be over 10,900 Special Needs As-
sistant (SNA) posts in schools to support students with special needs for the 2014/2015 school 
year. The exact numbers of SNAs will become clear when enrolments of students in main-
stream schools are finalised in September.  

A school by school breakdown of SNA allocations for the 2014/15 school year is available 
at www.ncse.ie.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also con-
tact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the con-
tact details available on www.ncse.ie.

Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WRH02000264. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of funding allocated to an organisation (details supplied) in County Cork for each year since 
the commencement of the project; if his Department obtains a comprehensive financial report 
each year from the organisation; if the assets are listed in the name of his Department or the 
orgainsation; if the funding granted by her Department is allocated thereafter on the basis of set 
guidelines; if his Department is satisfied that these guidelines are being observed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29543/14]

08/07/2014WRH02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The funding provided by my 
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Department to Right of Place from 2001 to 2013, when my Department ceased funding survivor 
groups, is as follows:

2001 - €269,971.71

2002 - €149,423

2003 - €135,381

2004 - €124,783

2005 - €127,904

2006 - €52,690

2007 - €89,280

2008 - €87,998

2009 - €75,944.76

2010 - €44,616.54

2011 - €22,115.95

2012 - €18,795.81

2013 - €12,333.58

Total €1,211,237.35

This funding, which was channelled through City of Cork VEC, includes the cost of a co-
ordinator engaged by the VEC on behalf of my Department, who monitored the expenditure 
of these funds. Expenditure receipts were provided to the co-ordinator along with the annual 
accounts of the organisation and details of the receipts and copies of the annual accounts were 
provided to the Department. This organisation receives the majority of its funding from the 
Health Service Executive and as advocated by the Comptroller and Auditor General in his 
Special Report No. 74, my Department liaised with the HSE to ensure a co-ordinated approach 
to its funding and that no duplication of funding arose. My Department’s funding was solely 
for the provision of an information and referral service to survivors following an assessment of 
activities. It had no function in the operation of the Right of Place Building Project Limited or 
any other property/accommodation services managed by the organisation.

Education and Training Boards

08/07/2014WRH02200265. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a reply 
will issue in respect of correspondence sent to him regarding an organisation (details supplied) 
in Dublin 13; and if a solution can be reached to stop the withdrawal of the adult literacy service 
from that organisation.  [29552/14]

08/07/2014WRH02300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The matter referred to by the Deputy is an operational matter for the City of Dublin Education 
and Training Board (CDETB).

I understand from CDETB that they are re-organising their literacy service in this area but 
that there will be no reduction in the level of provision available to learners. The extent of the 
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literacy service to be provided and the organisation of classes in any centre is a matter for the 
ETB.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

08/07/2014WRH02400266. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
to date in respect of appeal for higher education grant in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29568/14]

08/07/2014WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed that the student referred to by the Deputy has appealed the decision of the 
awarding authority to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board.  A P45 had been request-
ed in respect of the student’s mother as she has had a change in circumstances in relation to her 
income. It is understood that a P45 is not available at this time and alternative documentation 
has been provided to the Board.

The appeal was received by the Board on 25th June 2014 and will be heard within the 
timeframe set out in the Student Support Act 2011. The student will be notified directly of the 
outcome of the appeal.

Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WRH02600267. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding his Department provides for library services for persons with a visual impairment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29574/14]

08/07/2014WRH02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department provides funding to the National Braille Production Centre (NBPC) which 
provides access to educational materials by transcriptions through a range of formats, acces-
sible for children with a visual impairment.

The service facilitates the supply of textbooks in Braille, Large Print and Audio format for 
blind pupils and visually impaired pupils in primary and post-primary schools throughout the 
state. An online textbook service is also provided.

As well as transcribing educational material for pupils in accordance with their educational 
needs, the NBPC designs and produces tactile maps and special books for multi-disabled visu-
ally impaired pre-school children to encourage sensory stimulation.

In recent years the NBPC has expanded its use of new computerised technologies such as 
the DAISY, or Digital Accessible Information System, as well as developing an Online Book-
shelf, an online download facility for braille and secure DAISY files. This facility allows a 
child with a visual impairment to independently download the secure file of a book required in 
a particular accessible format.  

My Department will provide funding of €1.28m to the NBPC this year.

Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRH02800268. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
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provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; and if he 
will provide details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap set 
by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and, if so, the amount of the increase 
sought.  [29601/14]

08/07/2014WRH02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following tabular state-
ment gives details of the special advisers I appointed since I was made Minister for Education 
and Skills on 9th March 2011 under the terms of the revised conditions for Ministerial Appoint-
ments as published by the Department of Finance on 24th March 2011.

In relation to the appointees made in 2011 officials at my Department wrote to the Depart-
ment of Finance and requested sanction to place them on a point on the pay scale for the posi-
tion, proximate to their current earnings at the time of appointment.

In accordance with the terms of the Ethics in Public Office Acts, copies of the appointees’ 
contracts of employment were laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas. The following tabular 
statement give details of appointees to the position of Special Adviser to Mr. Ruairí Quinn, 
T.D., Minister for Education & Skills.  

APPOINTEE PERIOD SALARY
John Walshe 04/04/2011 to 28/01/2014 €87,248
Deirdre Grant 11/04/2011 to Present €84,706
Neil Ward 29/01/2014 to Present €75,647

Schools Building Projects Status

08/07/2014WRH03000269. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on progress made on the outstanding matter of school extensions for schools (details 
supplied) in County Dublin following the most recent meeting between him and his officials 
with both school principals; the progress that has been made in progressing these two schools 
to Stage 2B; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29670/14]

08/07/2014WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the schools referred to by the Deputy has been authorised to complete stage 2(a) of architec-
tural planning.  Upon receipt of the final Stage 2(a) report from the Boards of Management and 
their Design Team and subject to no further issues arising the project will be progressed to Stage 
2(b) which includes applications for Planning Permission, Fire Safety Certification, Disability 
Access Certification and the preparation of tender documents.

Due to the withdrawal of the Consultant Civil and Structural Engineer from this project in 
May, the appointment of a replacement consultant is under way. 

Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to pri-
oritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to 
meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 5 
year construction programme announced in March 2012.

School building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have been 
initiated but not included in the current five year construction programme will continue to be 
progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being avail-
able to the Department in the future.
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Student Grant Scheme Administration

08/07/2014WRH03200270. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
Student Universal Support Ireland has recently added the additional requirement of providing a 
copy of a passport with the multitude of other documentation provided by applicants including 
a PPS number, thereby adding an additional cost to parents. [29682/14]

08/07/2014WRH03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms of the stu-
dent grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions 
of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment 
and means.

The awarding authorities are obliged to satisfy themselves beyond doubt that an acceptable 
degree of proof has been submitted by the grant applicant in establishing eligibility under all 
aspects of the schemes. The onus is on the grant applicant to provide the necessary documentary 
evidence as requested by the relevant grant awarding authority.

The requirement to provide a passport to prove nationality is not a new requirement of 
SUSI, and has always been in place where the nationality of an applicant requires clarification.

Schools Building Projects Status

08/07/2014WRH03400271. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
(details supplied) in Dublin 15 will be officially approved for its new school building; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29701/14]

08/07/2014WRH03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The project referred to is cur-
rently at an early stage of Architectural Planning.  The Board of Management and their Design 
Team have submitted a report to the Department in advance of the Stage 2A Stakeholders meet-
ing. Following this meeting and subject to no issues arising the project will then be authorised 
to proceed to Stage 2B, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the prepara-
tion of tender documents.

Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to pri-
oritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to 
meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 5 
year construction programme announced in March 2012.

School building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have been 
initiated but not included in the current five year construction programme will continue to be 
progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being avail-
able to the Department in the future.

Site Acquisitions

08/07/2014WRH03600272. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Education and Skills following recent an-
nouncements in local media, if a new site has been selected for a school (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will confirm that the school board has been consulted in relation to the 
selection process regarding a new site for their school.  [29723/14]

08/07/2014WRH03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
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that my Department has been working in conjunction with Cork County Council towards secur-
ing a permanent site to meet the needs of the school referred to by the Deputy.

I can confirm that potential options have been identified and my Department is progressing 
the preferred option at present. However the acquisition of the preferred site option is subject to 
the completion of a process which is currently ongoing.

The Board of Management will be informed when the site acquisition process has been 
concluded.

Fee Paying Schools

08/07/2014WRH03800273. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the value of 
the fee paying schools annual State subsidy during each of the past five years.  [29725/14]

08/07/2014WRH03900290. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual 
saving to the Exchequer if current State subsidies to private schools were withdrawn; and if he 
will provide a single figure and not a list of schools with accompanying figures.  [29792/14]

08/07/2014WRH04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 273 and 290 together.

The information regarding teaching resources and capital expenditure to fee charging 
schools requested by the deputy is contained in the following tables.  Data on Special Needs 
Assistants and Clerical staff will be forwarded directly to him.

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PAID FEE CHARGING SCHOOLS  January - December 
2008-2013

(to 13th Dec 
2013)

2012 2011 2010 2009 2008

€4,004,291.19 €4,894,642.88 €2,802,375.68 €3,179,270.00 €3,333,362.91 €2,239,517.72

FEE PAYING SCHOOLS GROSS SALARY COSTS 2008-2013 SCHOOL YEAR 

(September to August)

Teachers Gross

YEAR SALARY COSTS
2008/09 €109,537,519.00
2009/10 €107,861,306.00
2010/11 €105,184,701.00
2011/12 €98,909,927.00
2012/13 €96,981,176.20

School Equipment

08/07/2014WRH04100274. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools using iPads and other tablet equipment rather than hard copy books.  [29726/14]

08/07/2014WRH04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Since the introduction of tab-
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let devices in schools is an operational matter for the Board of Management of each school,  I 
am not in a position to provide the number of schools that have done so.  I believe it is important 
that where new technology, is being adopted by schools, parents should be consulted prior to 
the decision being made and that the costs implications are fully considered by the Boards of 
Managements. The Professional Development Service for Teachers (Technology in Education) 
are available to advise schools on the use of technology in the classroom. 

Special Educational Needs Staffing

08/07/2014WRH04300275. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of children attending resource teachers during each of the past five years; and the number of 
resource teachers employed during each of those years.  [29727/14]

08/07/2014WRH04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There is detailed historical 
information contained in the Statistics Section of my Department’s website relating to the num-
ber of teaching posts in schools and pupils with special needs in mainstream schools. The most 
recent published information relates to the 2013/2014 school year.

The NCSE has notified all schools of their first round of allocation of resource hours for 
low incidence special needs for the coming school year and has published this information on 
its website. The arrangements for how schools access these resource hours in teaching posts are 
set out in the published staffing arrangements for schools available on the Department website.

School Textbooks

08/07/2014WRH04500276. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected 
cost of the school book rental scheme for the next two years; the number of schools it will 
cover; and the number of schools that will remain outside of the scheme. [29731/14]

08/07/2014WRH04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In Budget 2014 funding of 
€5 million for three years was provided for to support the establishment of book rental schemes 
in primary schools that did not operate such schemes.  533 schools indicated that they did not 
operate book rental schemes.

Of these, 431 have undertaken to establish book rental schemes. DEIS schools will receive 
€150 per child and non-DEIS schools will receive €100 per child in seed capital over the next 
two years, to establish book rental schemes.  This will cost approximately €6.7million of the 
€15 million secured over the three year period 2014 to 2016.

For primary schools who already had book rental schemes in place the Minister re-exam-
ined the scheme to see if such schools could also be allocated funding.  The balance of €8.3 
million will be divided in 2015 and 2016 among primary schools that currently operate book 
rental schemes.  These schools are expected to receive €20 per child in DEIS schools and €18 
per child in non-DEIS schools over those two years.

Every primary school has now been given the opportunity to benefit from the funding se-
cured for the School Book Rental Scheme.

The existing €15million already provided in book grants to all primary and post-primary in 
the Free Education Scheme will continue to be paid in 2014.
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Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRH04700277. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the capital 
expenditure dedicated to first and second level schools, third level, FÁS and training and others, 
set out in tabular form, for this budget year.  [29732/14]

08/07/2014WRH04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by 
the Deputy is set out in the following table.  

SUBHEAD SUBHEAD ALLOCATION  (€m)
A.5 Admin Budget 1.5
A.13 Special Memorial (Abuse) 0.5
A.14.1 ICT (Schools) 0.5
A.14.3 Educational Disadvantage 0.5
B.3 SOLAS 2.5
D.3 Schools 470
D.4 Higher Education 34.8
D.5 PPPs 31
- Book Rental Scheme 5
- TOTAL 546.3

Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRH04900278. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his Depart-
ment’s IT expenditure during each of the past five years. [29733/14]

08/07/2014WRH05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department’s expendi-
ture on IT, over the past five years, is as follows: 

YEAR EXPENDITURE
2009 €3,548,375
2010 €3,117,070
2011 €4,004,246
2012 €4,062,253
2013 €4,825,914

08/07/2014WRJ00150Pupil-Teacher Ratio

08/07/2014WRJ00200279. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the average 
primary school class size for the 2013-14 school year.  [29734/14]

08/07/2014WRJ00300280. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current 
pupil-teacher ratio; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29735/14]

08/07/2014WRJ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 279 and 280 together.

This information is available on our Key Statistics Report 2013/2014 on our website, http://
www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Key-Statistics/.
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08/07/2014WRJ00450Pupil-Teacher Ratio

08/07/2014WRJ00500281. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of primary school children who were in classes of 30 or more during the 2013-14 school year, 
broken down by county.  [29736/14]

08/07/2014WRJ00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The number of primary school 
children who were in classes of 30 or more during 2013/2014 was 124,493.  The following table 
shows the number of pupils broken down by county.  

Pupils in classes containing 30 or more pupils

Year County Name Class Size Mainstream 
Desc

MS Class Pupils

2013 Carlow 30-34 1,626
2013 35-39 72
2013 Cavan 30-34 1,194
2013 35-39 211
2013 Clare 30-34 3,403
2013 35-39 399
2013 40-99 40
2013 Cork 30-34 12,510
2013 35-39 2,010
2013 40-99 41
2013 Donegal 30-34 3,795
2013 35-39 245
2013 Dublin 30-34 28,354
2013 35-39 902
2013 Galway 30-34 5,753
2013 35-39 606
2013 Kerry 30-34 2,827
2013 35-39 586
2013 Kildare 30-34 6,953
2013 35-39 215
2013 Kilkenny 30-34 2,366
2013 35-39 291
2013 Laois 30-34 2,543
2013 35-39 178
2013 Leitrim 30-34 862
2013 Limerick 30-34 5,542
2013 35-39 462
2013 Longford 30-34 1,259
2013 35-39 36
2013 Louth 30-34 3,369
2013 35-39 673
2013 Mayo 30-34 2,669
2013 35-39 316
2013 40-99 40
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Year County Name Class Size Mainstream 
Desc

MS Class Pupils

2013 Meath 30-34 7,248
2013 35-39 288
2013 Monaghan 30-34 1,423
2013 35-39 249
2013 Offaly 30-34 2,139
2013 35-39 176
2013 Roscommon 30-34 932
2013 35-39 72
2013 Sligo 30-34 1,478
2013 35-39 178
2013 Tipperary 30-34 2,418
2013 35-39 181
2013 Waterford 30-34 3,026
2013 35-39 185
2013 Westmeath 30-34 2,200
2013 35-39 70
2013 Wexford 30-34 4,137
2013 35-39 575
2013 Wicklow 30-34 4,707
2013 35-39 463

Schools Data

08/07/2014WRJ00700282. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
primary school teachers employed on 30 September 2013; and the number of pupils in primary 
school on that same date. [29737/14]

08/07/2014WRJ00800283. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of secondary teachers employed on 30 September 2013; and the number of pupils in secondary 
schools on that same date. [29738/14]

08/07/2014WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 282 and 283 together.

The criteria used for the allocation of teachers to primary and post-primary schools, includ-
ing redeployment arrangements, are published annually.  The recruitment and appointment of 
teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individual school authority, subject to proce-
dures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998.

There were 536,317 pupils in primary schools and 367,178 pupils in post primary schools 
at 30 September 2013.  There were 32,568 teaching posts allocated to mainstream primary 
schools and 27,538 teaching posts allocated to post primary schools on that date.

08/07/2014WRJ00950Education Fees Waiver

08/07/2014WRJ01000284. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of waivers and exemptions granted to groups under section 80(3)(13) of the Qualifications and 
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Quality Assurance Education and Training Act 2012. [29739/14]

08/07/2014WRJ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In 2013 fees were determined 
in relation to a limited number of services provided by QQI.  Among those fees were certifica-
tion/award fees.  This is the only category of fees to which waivers apply.  

Certification fees apply mainly to learners and not to providers.  Waivers in respect of fees 
for further education and training awards apply to social welfare recipients, medical card hold-
ers and learners in certain centres, including Youthreach and VTOS centres.  These waivers 
were also applied by the QQI’s predecessor body, FETAC.

08/07/2014WRJ01150Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRJ01200285. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of al-
lowing all community groups have a fee waiver of QQI fees. [29740/14]

08/07/2014WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the Qualifications and 
Quality Assurance (Education and Training) Act, 2012 fees are determined by QQI and require 
the consent of both the Minister for Education and Skills and the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform.  The 2012 Act provides for fees to be determined in relation to fifteen dif-
ferent activities and services of QQI, although all providers will not wish to access all of these 
services. 

To date, fees have been determined for only a limited number of these services, including 
initial access to QQI programme validation and awards.  It is therefore not possible to give a 
definitive figure in relation to the cost of allowing all community groups a fee waiver for all of 
QQI’s fees.  Furthermore, while in 2012 approximately 150 providers were categorised by QQI 
as ‘community and voluntary’, some, due to their size and related capacity issues, may choose 
not to re-engage with QQI when it formally establishes a quality assurance relationship with its 
providers, as required by the legislation.

08/07/2014WRJ01350School Transport Applications

08/07/2014WRJ01400286. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 163 of 30 April 2014, if his Department will cover school transport 
costs as a student (details supplied) in County Westmeath is proposing to attend their nearest 
recognised school for their needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29751/14]

08/07/2014WRJ01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
My Department is currently considering the application for school transport for the child in 
question and will communicate directly with the family in this regard.

08/07/2014WRJ01575Education and Training Boards Data

08/07/2014WRJ01600287. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber and variety of training courses currently available through SOLAS to residents in County 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29782/14]

08/07/2014WRJ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The provision of training in 
Meath is an operational matter for Louth/Meath Education and Training Board (ETB) and I 
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have asked the ETB to contact the Deputy directly with the information.

08/07/2014WRJ01750School Accommodation

08/07/2014WRJ01800288. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the work that 
will be done in July and August with a college (details supplied) in County Meath to ensure it is 
ready to accept students in September 2014; the years that will be accepted in 2015 and 2016; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29783/14]

08/07/2014WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school in County Meath 
to which the Deputy refers will open in temporary accommodation in September 2014.  Plan-
ning permission has been obtained for this accommodation and work is in progress to have 
the accommodation in place for September next.  The school will accept first year students in 
September 2014 and these students will graduate to second and third year respectively in 2015 
and 2016.

08/07/2014WRJ01950Exchequer Savings

08/07/2014WRJ02000289. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the net and 
gross annual saving to the Exchequer if the pay scales of chief executives of education and 
training boards were capped at €100,000.  [29791/14]

08/07/2014WRJ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are three categories 
of ETBs for the purposes of pay scales for Chief Executives.  Based on the mid point of these 
scales, the Department estimates that the gross annual saving to the Exchequer, if the pay for the 
Chief Executives were capped at €100,000, is of the order of €144,000.  As Chief Executives 
are employees of and paid by the ETBs, information relating to the net saving is not available.

Question No. 290 answered with Question No. 273.

08/07/2014WRJ02250Fee Waiver Applications

08/07/2014WRJ02300291. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
a fee waiver in respect of an organisation (details supplied) in Dublin 1; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29800/14]

08/07/2014WRJ02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Quality and Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI) is due to publish its policy in relation to re-engagement with its providers shortly.  
Re-engagement, or the formal agreement of quality assurance (QA) procedures with QQI, is a 
requirement for legacy providers, such as the organisation referred to by the Deputy, under the 
Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and Training ) Act, 2012.  It will happen only 
once for a provider; thereafter the provider will have to undergo periodic review of the effec-
tiveness of its QA procedures. 

The re-engagement process will allow providers to demonstrate their capacity in respect of 
the development, ownership and implementation of their QA procedures, including the devel-
opment of programmes and assessment of learners. 

The fees to be applied to legacy providers seeking to re-engage with QQI have yet to be 
determined.  QQI’s proposals in that regard, and any associated issues, will be considered when 
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they are made.

08/07/2014WRJ02450Erasmus Programme

08/07/2014WRJ02500292. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills regarding the Eu-
rope 2020 Strategy, the increased investment in education, training, youth and sport by the Eu-
ropean Commission, the increased opportunities that will arise for students from Ireland partak-
ing in the Erasmus for All initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29818/14]

08/07/2014WRJ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Education is pivotal to the 
Europe 2020 Strategy and, in recognition of this, the Erasmus+ programme represents an in-
vestment in education, training, youth and sport projects and activities by the European Com-
mission.  The Commission will fund the programme in the amount of €14.7 billion over the 
seven years from 2014 to 2020.  This represents an increase of 40% on the funding allocated to 
the predecessor programmes, primarily the Lifelong Learning Programme and Youth in Action.  
Of this, Ireland is expected to benefit in the amount €169 million approximately.  It is antici-
pated that some 62,000 Irish citizens will participate in Erasmus+ over the seven year period.  
Students, teachers, trainers as well as education and training institutions and business will all be 
eligible to participate in projects and mobility activities.

Two thirds of the budget is allocated to learning opportunities abroad for individuals, within 
the EU and beyond; the remainder will support partnerships between educational institutions, 
youth organisations, business, local and regional authorities and NGOs, as well as reforms to 
modernise education and training and to promote innovation, entrepreneurship and employ-
ability.

08/07/2014WRJ02650European Globalisation Fund

08/07/2014WRJ02700293. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills the benefits he en-
visages of the application to the European Commission for co-funding support for a programme 
of guidance, training, education and enterprise supports; when a decision is expected; if in the 
interim the initiative showcasing supports for persons seeking work will be available in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29822/14]

08/07/2014WRJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
An application for EU co-funding under the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) in 
support of 171 workers made redundant at the Andersen Ireland jewellery manufacturing plant 
in Rathkeale, Co. Limerick and for up to a similar number of targeted young persons under 25 
years not in employment, education or training, was made by my Department on 16 May 2014. 

Approval of this application under the co-decision procedure by the institutions of the EU, 
Commission, Council and Parliament, will take some considerable time based on experience 
of previous applications and the fact that European Parliament elections took place recently. In 
the interim, and in anticipation of EU approval in due course of the Irish application, relevant 
supports are being provided by a range of local service providers in the areas of guidance, train-
ing, education and enterprise supports.  These supports are being funded solely from national 
sources currently.  All supports are being co-ordinated at  local level by the SOLAS EGF Co-
ordination Unit which will shortly open an office in Rathkeale and which is currently operating 
from Raheen, Co. Limerick.  The benefit of these supports is to increase the employability of 
the persons in question and to demonstrate solidarity and reintegrate them as soon as possible 
into the labour force.
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The Department of Social Protection is currently putting together a verified list of young 
persons under 25 years in the first instance in the West Limerick area who are not in employ-
ment, education or training for potential inclusion in any subsequently approved EGF pro-
gramme.  A number of these persons have been contacted by the EGF Coordination Unit.  This 
is the first time such an approach has been possible under the EGF and the Irish application is 
understood to be one of the first to undertake such an approach across the EU.  The outcomes, 
providing the application is ultimately approved by the EU, will be closely monitored by my 
Department.

08/07/2014WRJ02850SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Data

08/07/2014WRJ02900294. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the concerns of persons with disabilities and mental health difficulties as a 
result of the withdrawal of the training allowance to participants on SOLAS funded training 
programmes; that participants have additional costs associated with taking part in training; that 
it is unacceptable that such persons should be worse off financially by participating in training; 
and if he will undertake to review the negative impact of this policy change.  [29842/14]

08/07/2014WRJ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The payment of an additional 
training allowance of €31.80 per week for the long term unemployed was introduced during a 
period of high employment levels as an incentive for the long term unemployed to participate 
in FÁS (now SOLAS) training courses.  The payment of this allowance was later extended to 
those persons in receipt of social welfare disability payments to introduce equality of treatment 
for all people in training.

The payment was reduced from €31.80 per week to €20 per week as part of Budget 2011.  
In the present economic situation this incentive is no longer considered appropriate and as part 
of Budget 2014 it was decided to cease this payment for all SOLAS participants commenc-
ing courses after 1st January 2014.  This change does not apply to persons who commenced 
a course prior to January 2014 who will continue to receive the long term unemployed bonus 
payment for the duration of their course. Travel supports continue to be available to SOLAS 
participants.

This is a decision taken in the context of the overall savings this Department had to find for 
2014 and future years.  It was taken against a difficult budgetary background and there is no 
scope to re-visit it.

08/07/2014WRJ03050Schools Building Projects Status

08/07/2014WRJ03100295. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the proposed start and 
completion dates in relation to the pending re-development of a college (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29860/14]

08/07/2014WRJ03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school building project, 
referred to by the Deputy, is at an early stage of architectural planning.  A design team was 
appointed in March to commence the architectural planning process.  However, the Project 
Supervisor for the Design Process (PSDP) subsequently ceased trading and it was necessary to 
hold a tender exercise for a replacement PSDP.  

The replacement PSDP has recently been appointed and the design team is now clear to pro-
ceed with Stage 1 of the architectural planning process. This project is on the five year building 
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programme to proceed to Tender & Construction in 2015/2016.

08/07/2014WRJ03250Site Acquisitions

08/07/2014WRJ03300296. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide a progress report on the efforts of Donegal education training board to secure a site at 
Buncrana, County Donegal, of adequate dimensions to facilitate a three school campus (details 
supplied) and if he will allocate the necessary funding for this project to proceed. [29867/14]

08/07/2014WRJ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have been in contact with Donegal ETB in relation to identifying a suitable site in the Buncrana 
area for a Campus Development.  A number of potential sites that were identified were deemed 
unfeasible.  Another potential site has recently been identified by the ETB and this is under 
consideration; my Department will continue to engage with the relevant stakeholders in relation 
to identifying a suitable site.

In relation to the progression of the building project, the acquisition of a site and the pro-
gression of the building project will be considered in the context of the capital budget available 
to my Department for school buildings generally.

As Buncrana has not been identified as an area of significant demographic growth the proj-
ect referred to by the Deputy was not included in the current 5 year school building programme.  
In view of the need to ensure that every child has access to a school place, the delivery of major 
school projects and smaller projects devolved to schools to meet the demographic demands 
nationally will be the main focus for capital investment in schools in the coming years.

08/07/2014WRJ03450Schools Building Projects Status

08/07/2014WRJ03500297. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the new pro-
posed primary school for New Ross town will proceed to construction; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29872/14]

08/07/2014WRJ03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The primary school project in 
New Ross to which the Deputy refers, is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  Subject 
to no issues arising, it is anticipated that the project will progress to tender in the coming weeks.

08/07/2014WRJ03650European Globalisation Fund

08/07/2014WRJ03700298. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address the 
concerns of former employees of a company (details supplied) in County Limerick arising from 
the non-provision of IT support from the European Globalisation Fund; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29874/14]

08/07/2014WRJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
An application for EU co-funding under the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) in 
support of 171 workers made redundant at the Andersen Ireland jewellery manufacturing plant 
in Rathkeale, Co. Limerick, and for up to a similar number of targeted young persons under 
25 years of age not in employment, education or training, was made by my Department to the 
European Commission on 16 May 2014.
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Approval of this application under the co-decision procedure by the institutions of the EU 
may take some considerable time. In the interim, and in anticipation of EU approval in due 
course of the Irish application, relevant supports are being provided by a range of local service 
providers in the areas of guidance, training education and enterprise supports.  These supports 
are being funded solely from national sources currently.  All supports are being co-ordinated at 
local level by the SOLAS EGF Co-ordination Unit which will shortly open an office in Rath-
keale and which is currently operating from Raheen, Co. Limerick. 

The EGF Managing Authority in the Department and the EGF Co-ordination Unit has had a 
number of meetings and contacts to date with the redundant workers and their representatives to 
discuss the EGF application and supports available and an Open Day was held in Rathkeale on 
9 June which I attended.  A consultative forum is also being established to provide the workers 
with the opportunity to raise any issues and to input into the programme as it proceeds.

The requirements around access to and provision of necessary equipment and materials for 
those eligible persons on, or taking up, relevant training and education courses are currently 
being finalised by the EGF Co-ordination Unit.  I understand that a meeting is taking place 
today between the Unit and worker representatives to address some concerns such as IT sup-
port that have arisen in this context.  The meeting is to ensure that account is duly taken both 
of the needs of the cohort and of the requirement to ensure the transparency and accountability 
of public funding.

08/07/2014WRJ03850Teacher Registration Issues

08/07/2014WRJ03900299. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a payment will issue 
to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29906/14]

08/07/2014WRJ04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Since 28th March 2006, the 
Teaching Council is the statutory authority under the Teaching Council Act for the registration 
of teachers.

As enacted by the Oireachtas in 2001, the Teaching Council Act required teachers to be 
registered by the Teaching Council in order to be paid from state funds for their employment 
in schools recognised by the Department of Education and Skills.  Section 30 of the Teaching 
Council Act was amended in 2012 to provide for the payment in exceptional circumstances for 
up to 5 days of a person who is not registered as a teacher, where no registered teacher is avail-
able.

The information provided by the Deputy indicates that the teacher’s registration was due 
for renewal in mid-May.  My Department has been in direct correspondence with the teacher 
in question and the issue of her non-registration with the Teaching Council has been resolved.

08/07/2014WRJ04050Apprenticeship Programmes

08/07/2014WRJ04100300. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
report on Ireland’s engagement with the European Alliance for Apprenticeships which is in-
tended to bring together efforts of member states, social partners, business, other relevant actors 
and the European Commission to improve the quality and supply of apprenticeships across the 
EU; if he will further report on activity here on the setting up, reviving or modernising existing 
apprenticeship schemes, drawing on lessons from successful models and on transnational co-
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operation, including mobility; if he will report on efforts to promote national and transnational 
partnerships for developing and fostering work-based learning in companies; if he will also re-
port on efforts made to change mindsets towards apprenticeship-type learning by promoting the 
benefits of apprenticeship systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29912/14]

08/07/2014WRJ04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Earlier this year I confirmed 
to Commissioner Vassiliou and Commssioner Andor from the European Commission, Ireland’s 
support for the European Alliance for Apprenticeships and that Ireland will continue to ensure 
that the Irish Apprenticeship System meets the requirements of all relevant stakeholders.

Under the Action Plan for Jobs my Department committed to undertaking a review of the 
Irish Apprenticeship System in 2013.  Part of this process involved producing a Background Pa-
per on the structures and systems of the current Irish Apprenticeship system and also examined 
the Apprentice models in a number of other countries including Germany, Finland and Norway.  

Following the completion of the Background Paper, an Independent Apprenticeship Re-
view Group completed a review of the Irish Apprenticeship System and submitted a report to 
my Department at the end of 2013.  The Group made a number of recommendations regarding 
a new structure for Apprenticeship in Ireland, which is envisaged as being relevant to a much 
wider group of enterprise sectors.  Recommendations were also made in relation to current ap-
prenticeships. 

Following on from the Review and a subsequent consultation with key stakeholders, I pub-
lished an Implementation Plan for the review’s recommendations on the 30th June 2014.  As 
part of this plan a new Apprenticeship Council is to be appointed in the near future.  The 
Council will be enterprise-led and have representatives from business, trade unions, further and 
higher education bodies. It will be hosted by SOLAS, the further education and training body 
with an independent chairperson.  

The first job of work of the new Apprenticeship Council will be to make a call for propos-
als from industry for new apprenticeships.  It will then evaluate and submit proposals to my 
Department.  Alongside this work, the curricula for current apprenticeships will continue to be 
reviewed under existing structures.   Five trades (Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry and Joinery, 
Metal Fabrication and Heavy Vehicle Mechanics) are currently being reviewed by SOLAS.  The 
implementation plan envisages accelerated arrangements for reviewing the remaining trades.

I wish to see the outcome of this process to inform efforts to promote apprenticeship to 
learners, parents, employers and those involved in career guidance.  It should be noted that ap-
prenticeship is currently a demand-led system requiring the securing of employment as a means 
of entry.

08/07/2014WRJ04250Quality and Qualifications Ireland Administration

08/07/2014WRJ04300301. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views 
on the introduction of the Quality and Qualifications Ireland’s fees on the community based 
education organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29913/14]

08/07/2014WRJ04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Quality and Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI) has wide-ranging responsibilities both in terms of the quality assurance of fur-
ther and higher education and training providers and as an awarding body for certain providers, 
including many of those in the community and voluntary sector.  QQI also has responsibility 
for safeguarding the standard and quality of its qualifications, all of which are included in the 
National Framework of Qualifications.  The Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education 
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and Training) Act, 2012, requires providers to demonstrate their capacity to develop and imple-
ment quality assurance arrangements and validate programmes of education and training.  QQI 
must satisfy itself in this regard.  The fee schedule introduced by QQI, and provided for under 
the legislation, reflects the costs of overseeing extensive quality assurance structures of this 
nature.  Furthermore, the QQI fee should represent only a small part of the cost to a provider of 
delivering and maintaining high quality education provision.

08/07/2014WRJ04450Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRJ04500302. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
in tabular form details of increments paid since 2008 in his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30529/14]

08/07/2014WRJ04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested 
by the deputy is not readily available in my Department as it is not possible to easily isolate 
salary adjustments due to increments from other salary adjustments.  To obtain the financial in-
formation requested would require a disproportionate amount of effort relative to the resources 
available.

08/07/2014WRJ04675Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/07/2014WRJ04700303. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of retired civil and public servants who have been rehired on temporary contracts or as con-
sultants under his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those figures in tabular form, provid-
ing associated costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30554/14]

08/07/2014WRJ04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department collates in-
formation in relation to individuals who retired from the Civil Service and are re-engaged to 
undertake specific tasks.  It also collates information in relation to retired teachers who are 
re-engaged by schools.  It does not collate information in relation to individuals engaged who 
retired from positions in the wider public service. 

 My Department engages the services of retired civil servants from time to time to perform 
various defined tasks that require their particular expertise and experience. Payments made to 
retired civil servants in respect of such work are determined in accordance with the abatement 
principle whereby total earnings in any year, inclusive of pension, cannot exceed the retirement 
salary of the retired individual.  The number of civil servants re-engaged during the years 2011 
to 2013 inclusive are outlined in the following table.  As data in relation to the re-engagement of 
retired civil servants is compiled retrospectively at the commencement of each new year, details 
in relation to 2014 will not be available until early 2015.

With regard to retired teachers, the most recent information available relates to March 2014 
when a total of 282 retired teachers were employed by the managerial authorities of schools.  
One hundred and forty nine retired primary teachers and one hundred and thirty three retired 
voluntary secondary and community and comprehensive teachers were employed.  However, 
seventy per cent of those teachers worked 5 days or less. 

By comparison, in March 2013 a total of 362 retired teachers were employed by the mana-
gerial authorities.  Two hundred and eight retired primary teachers and one hundred and fifty 
four retired voluntary secondary and community and comprehensive teachers were employed.  
In that period eighty five per cent worked 5 days or less.
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A retired teacher who returns to teaching on or after 1 February 2012 in a non casual basis 
will commence at the first point of the incremental salary scale. Details of the scale are out-
lined for primary teachers in circular 32/2013 and for post primary teachers in circular 5/2014.  
Retired teachers employed in a casual basis are paid at the casual qualified rates as outlined in 
these circulars. 

Year No. of Retired Civil Ser-
vants re-hired

Total Cost

2011 18 €91,672.92
2012 24 €113,910.41
2013 31 €110,964.74

08/07/2014WRK00150Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRK00200304. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position is in relation to the Valuation Bill 2014 (details supplied) regarding sport clubs, com-
munity groups and voluntary organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29023/14]

08/07/2014WRK00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As you are 
aware, the Private Members’ Valuation Bill 2014 had its Second Stage debate in the Dáil last 
Friday, 4 July 2014 and the Bill was referred, for Committee Stage, to the Select Sub-Commit-
tee on Public Expenditure and Reform. Minister of State Paul Kehoe  responded to the Bill on 
my behalf. The Bill was not opposed by the Government but technical, competition and other 
issues were highlighted which will have to be addressed at Committee Stage if the Bill is to 
progress. The full text of the debate, including the speech setting out the issues that need to be 
addressed, is available on the Oireachtas website at http://oireachtasdebates.oireachtas.ie/de-
bates%20authoring/debateswebpack.nsf/takes/dail2014070400003?opendocument#A00300.

08/07/2014WRK00350Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRK00400305. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will consider extending the time for appeals of decisions regarding rateable valuations, facili-
tating all interested parties having a right to appeal; that such appeals should be considered by 
valuers not previously involved in the matter and, where an appeal is successful, if the new 
rateable valuation will be backdated to the initial decision; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29245/14]

08/07/2014WRK00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment published the Valuation (Amendment) (No.2) Bill, 2012 on 3 August 2012 as part of its 
legislative programme and the Bill proceeded through its second stage in Seanad Éireann on 
11 October 2012. The primary purpose of the Bill is to accelerate the national programme of 
revaluing every commercial and industrial property in the country which is being undertaken by 
the Valuation Office. In addition, the Bill proposes to amend valuation legislation in a number 
of areas including the appeal process.

Currently, there are three avenues of redress for an occupier of rateable property who is 
dissatisfied with a determination made under the provisions of the Valuation Act 2001.  How-
ever, before a determination is made, and therefore before any of the three avenues of redress 
are utilised, there is a right to make representations in relation to a proposed valuation. Later 
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in the process there is a right of appeal to the Commissioner following the determination and 
publication of the valuation, which is known as the first appeal. This is followed by a right of 
appeal to the independent Valuation Tribunal where the occupier is dissatisfied with the Com-
missioner’s decision on appeal. Finally, there is a right of appeal to the Higher Courts on a point 
of law.  As a streamlining exercise, the Bill proposes to remove a step from the appeal process 
(i.e. the first appeal to the Commissioner) but in recognition of this, more time will be given to 
occupiers of property to make representations before the determination is made. It is proposed 
to extend the period within which representations can be made in relation to a proposed valua-
tion from 28 to 40 days.

The Valuation Act, 2001 specifies the persons who have a right to appeal a determination to 
the Commissioner and these include an occupier of the property under appeal; an occupier of 
relevant property situated in the same local authority area as the property under appeal; a rating 
authority in respect of any property in its area and a person, in respect of any property in relation 
to which he or she is an interest holder. The Bill proposes that the same parties will have a right 
to appeal a determination to the Valuation Tribunal.

Under the current legislative provisions, valuations are determined by “revision officers” 
appointed by the Commissioner in the case of revision applications and by a “valuation man-
ager” also appointed by the Commissioner where a rating authority area is being revalued. In 
the event of these valuations being appealed as a first appeal to the Commissioner, the Commis-
sioner (as distinct from a revision officer or an appeal manager) is required under the Valuation 
Act 2001 to consider each appeal and allow or disallow the appeal as appropriate.

Decisions on appeal have effect from the date of inclusion of the original valuation in the 
valuation list i.e. retrospection for rating applies to the date of the original determination of 
valuation which gave rise to the appeal.

Since the second stage debate on the Valuation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 2012 was taken 
in Seanad Éireann, officials of my Department and the Valuation Office have engaged in an 
extensive consultation process on various aspects of the Bill with a range of stakeholders. I 
would hope to see the Bill returning to the Seanad for Committee stage shortly after the sum-
mer recess.

08/07/2014WRK00550Commercial Rent Reviews

08/07/2014WRK00600306. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will consider amending legislation on rateable valuation of commercial premises to enable a 
property occupier-owner to seek a review of the rateable valuation if at any time the value of a 
property changes, which would have the effect of restoring the situation regarding reviews to 
what it was prior to the Valuation Act 2001 and would assist in improving the lettability-viabil-
ity of vacant commercial properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29246/14]

08/07/2014WRK00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is important 
to acknowledge that commercial rates, as a source of revenue, and the rating system gener-
ally, are deeply embedded in the local government system. Rates income is a very important 
contribution to the cost of services provided by local authorities such as roads, public lighting, 
development control, parks and open spaces.  All rates collected within a local authority area 
are spent exclusively in delivering the public services which are required locally and help to 
create the environment in which businesses can prosper. Locally elected members adopt the an-
nual rate on valuation (ARV) they consider necessary in order to provide the required services. 
Rates are a stable source of financing for local government which is not affected unduly by 
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short-term changes in economic circumstances.  A system having regard to economic factors 
such as fluctuations in supply and demand, inherent in the property letting market on an ongo-
ing basis would create uncertainty by providing for continuous change to the valuation base. 
Such a system would not provide a stable basis for funding local government and would require 
significant additional resources to operate. 

The levying of rates on commercial property by reference to movements in the letting mar-
ket rather than valuation would be a significant change and a departure from the long-standing 
practice of levying rates by reference to property values.  The introduction of such a system for 
rating purposes would not be suitable because supply and demand in the property market can 
vary significantly from year to year and within and between the various business sectors which 
would lead to an unstable and volatile valuation base. Therefore, I have no plans to change the 
method by which valuations are assessed for rating as such a radical move would represent a 
significant  departure from the long-standing practice of levying rates solely by reference to 
property values.

The Valuation Act, 2001 provides for two key elements in the provision and maintenance 
of the valuation lists for rating - revision and revaluation. The revision process provides for the 
updating of valuation lists so that new properties can  be valued and added to the list, improved 
and extended properties can have their valuations updated and properties that have been demol-
ished in whole or in part can have their valuations amended or struck out as appropriate. 

Under the current provisions of the Act, an owner/occupier of an individual business prem-
ises who has concerns about the valuation of their property or any part thereof, including its 
rateability or the method of calculation may apply to the Valuation Office for a revision of the 
valuation.  A Revision Officer is then appointed, who may carry out a revision of valuation in 
relation to a particular property only if a material change of circumstances (MCC) has occurred 
since the property was last revised.  MCC is defined in section 3 of the Act as a change of cir-
cumstances, which consist of a new building, a change in value due to structural alterations of 
an existing building, total or partial demolition of a building or a sub-division or amalgamation 
of relevant property.  The definition, however, does not allow for a revision of valuation where 
the change in value is due to economic factors, differential movements in property values or 
other external factors such as road or other infrastructural development in the vicinity of a 
property.

The revaluation provisions in the Act provide for the revaluation of all rateable property 
within a rating authority area so as to reflect changes in value due to economic factors, differen-
tial movements in property values or other external factors such as road or other infrastructural 
development in the vicinity of a property. The purpose of revaluation is to bring more equity, 
fairness and transparency into the local authority rating system - distributing the commercial 
rates liability more equitably between ratepayers. Following revaluation, there will generally be 
a much closer and uniform relationship between rental values of property and their commercial 
rates liability. In essence, the exercise aims to ensure that each ratepayer bears a fair share of 
the rates burden relative to the value of the property that they occupy. It is not the purpose of re-
valuation to increase the total amount of rates collected by local authorities. In fact, the relevant 
legislation (Valuation Act, 2001 and the Local Government Business (Improvements Districts) 
Act, 2006 provides that the commercial rates income of local authorities in the year following 
revaluation is capped.

The Valuation Office is currently engaged in a national revaluation programme, the im-
mediate objective of which is to ensure that the first revaluation of all rating authority areas is 
conducted as soon as possible.
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08/07/2014WRK00750Pensions Levy

08/07/2014WRK00800307. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to reduce the pension levy on Dublin City Council fire brigade employees; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29503/14]

08/07/2014WRK00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I assume the 
Deputy is referring to the Public Service Pension-related Deduction (PRD) which applies to 
public servants.

The Pension-related Deduction is progressively structured so that better-paid staff pay pro-
portionately more. The first €15,000 of annual earnings are free of PRD.  Nevertheless, all mea-
sures are subject to ongoing review and as provided for in the Haddington Road Agreement, the 
rate of Pension Related Deduction on the €15,000 to €20,000 band of pay received by public 
servants fell from 5% to 2.5% on 1 January 2014. This rate cut is worth €125 annually in gross 
terms to most public servants, with those taxed at the standard rate enjoying the greater gain in 
terms of take-home pay boost.

Section 12 of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2013 also re-
quires the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to conduct a review of the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts. The review includes the measures introduced 
to provide for a Pension-related Deduction. I completed the statutory 2014 review on the 29 
June 2014 and concluded that there is a need to continue to apply the Public Service Pension-
related Deduction which applies to public service employees, including Local Authority staff.

08/07/2014WRK00950Departmental Bodies Abolition

08/07/2014WRK01000308. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of quangos that have been abolished since March 2011; the total number of quangos 
there were before that date; the number now remaining; his intentions to abolish further quan-
gos; the numbers of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29547/14]

08/07/2014WRK01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
is aware,  in 2011 the Government undertook a wide ranging and detailed review of State agen-
cies across the public service, and this review process formed the basis of the State agency ra-
tionalisation programme.  This unprecedented programme of reform  has resulted in almost 190 
fewer State agencies, and there are a number of further measures in the process of being imple-
mented. More detailed information on the implementation of the rationalisation programme is 
available on my Department’s website, at http://www.per.gov.ie/summary-of-agency-rational-
isation.    

Regarding the agencies that still exist, I refer the Deputy to information contained in the 
Revised Estimates for Public Services 2014, Detailed Expenditure Information on Non-Com-
mercial State Agencies (http://www.per.gov.ie/estpubexp2013, pages 193-196).

08/07/2014WRK01150Economic Models

08/07/2014WRK01200309. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on developing an economic model to measure the impact and who loses or gains most 
from public service spending cuts or tax increases as the UK Treasury has; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29639/14]
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08/07/2014WRK01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The necessary 
expenditure reductions which have taken place over the past number of years have seen Ireland 
emerge from the Troika programme and its economy return to growth. Throughout this difficult 
period of fiscal adjustment, this Government has at all times endeavoured to spread the burden 
fairly throughout the economy in order to protect the most vulnerable in society.

The Deputy will be aware that analysis of the impacts of tax measures and changes to some 
payments from the Department of Social Protection such as Family Income Supplement is pub-
lished as part of the budgetary process over a wide distribution of income levels. 

This material is also supplemented by the regular analysis and commentary which is pro-
vided by the Department of Social Protection and the Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRI), both of which use the SWITCH model for estimating the effects of social welfare and 
tax rate changes on Irish households. The results from this analysis feed into budgetary consid-
erations. 

These models are capable of analysing taxation and cash benefits only. The quantification of 
the benefits arising from public services more generally is more challenging. The Deputy can, 
however, be assured that decisions regarding the allocation of funds for public services undergo 
rigorous assessment and when making decisions on Budgetary matters, the Government is very 
much aware of issues in relation to equality, poverty and social exclusion.

The Revised Estimates Volume has been expanded so that now each Department and Office 
also reports about key performance information relevant to their area of operation.  The purpose 
of this is to show what services are being purchased with public money and the impacts of these 
services. This facilitates consideration of the benefits being delivered to citizens and society in 
general from the Voted expenditure allocations. 

The Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) was established in 2012 
to enhance the role of economics and value for money analysis in public policy making. This 
service is evidence of the commitment to ensure that sufficient analytical capacity is available 
to the Government to deliver a high standard of policy evaluation consistent with international 
best practice.

08/07/2014WRK01350Flood Prevention Measures

08/07/2014WRK01400310. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding a flood relief scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29802/14]

08/07/2014WRK01500318. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will extend the consultation process on the Cork flood relief scheme to a three-day fully manned 
consultation period as requested by the Cork Chamber (details supplied) with the local business 
community; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29228/14]

08/07/2014WRK01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 310 and 318 together.

I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that the OPW is progressing the Lower 
Lee (Cork City) Flood Relief Scheme under the provisions of the Arterial Drainage Acts. Under 
these statutory provisions, a 4-6 weeks consultation period will take place, through a formal 
Public Exhibition, which will be commenced before the end of 2014. There will be a number of 
days where members of the Design Team will be in attendance to deal directly with members 
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of the public, all of which will be widely advertised. At that stage, the outline design of the pro-
posed scheme will have been completed and will be displayed with full drawings to ascertain 
the views of the public and other stakeholders. Significant consultation is expected to take place 
with interested parties at this stage. All submissions made during the Exhibition period will be 
fully considered in the following months and any amendments arising from such submissions 
will be incorporated as appropriate in the detailed design stage of the Scheme.

In advance of the formal Public Exhibition stage, the OPW will hold a 2nd public informa-
tion day in Cork City Council Offices for elected councillors and the public on 29 July, 2014 
which will provide a brief outline of the emerging preferred scheme to be brought forward later 
in the year.  This information day will be attended by members of the Design team to deal with 
queries from the public. It is also intended to keep all information on display for up to a further 
five days to facilitate those who might wish to comment at this stage. There will be a period 
afterwards for members of the public to submit their comments which can then be incorporated 
into documents for the Exhibition later in the year.

The purpose of the information day is to provide an overview of the emerging scheme.  The 
full outline scheme documentation will not be available at that time as much work will still be 
required to complete all drawings and the Environmental Impact Statement. It is not proposed 
to extend the time period for this early information session as the main consultation period, at 
which more detailed information will be available, will commence within a few months there-
after.  Committing the Design Team to be available for 3 full days at this point, as requested, 
would not be warranted.

08/07/2014WRK01650Freedom of Information Data

08/07/2014WRK01700311. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
outline in tabular form for each year from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of FOI requests 
received by his Department; the total refused; the total granted; the total part-granted; the total 
appealed; the total of successful appeals; the total of part-successful appeals; the total of refus-
als; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29073/14]

08/07/2014WRK01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the following table outlines the Freedom of Information request details 
you are seeking concerning my Department since its formation in March 2011:

Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Freedom of Information Request de-
tails  -  2011 - 2014

Details 2011 2012 2013 2014
Number of Requests received 61 178 99 50
Number of Requests refused 5 20 8 5
Number of Requests granted 38 51 29 34
Number of Requests Part-Granted 14 66 61 7
Number of Requests Withdrawn or 
Handled outside FOI

4 37 1 3

Number of Requests transferred - 4 - 1
Number of Internal Reviews 1 5 4 3
Number of Internal Reviews (par-
tially successful)

 - 2 2 1
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Details 2011 2012 2013 2014
Number of Appeals to the Office 
of the Information Commissioner 
(OIC)

1 1 1 -

Number of OIC Appeals (partially 
successful)

- - - -

08/07/2014WRK01850Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRK01900312. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical and-or 
career break, broken down by timeframe, that is, less than six months, six to 12 months, one to 
two years, two to three years, four to five years, and five years plus; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [29090/14]

08/07/2014WRK02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): There are 10 
staff in my Department who are currently on a sabbatical/career break.  The duration of leave 
currently availed off can be broken down as follows:

 Length of Leave of Absence Number of Staff
 0 - 6 months  1
 6 - 12 months  0
 1 - 2 years  3
 2 - 3 years  4
 3 - 4 years  2
 4 - 5 years  0
 5 years plus  0
Total 10

08/07/2014WRK02050Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRK02100313. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide, in tabular form, the total photography costs for his Department since coming to office, 
inclusive of costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which 
photographers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with 
each occasion on which a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of 
photographers within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29107/14]

08/07/2014WRK02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question I can confirm that the engagement of all service-providers by my De-
partment is done within the parameters of value for money with every effort made to minimise 
costs. In line with stated Government policy, all public bodies must use a competitive process 
for the purchase of any goods and services, whatever the value.

The Office of Public Works has availed of the centralised framework agreement for photo-
graphic services established by the Department of Foreign Affairs (and made available to other 
Government Departments) where possible.

The following tables outline the total amount spent on photography costs by my Department 
and the Office of Public Works since coming to office.   
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Department of Public Expenditure and Reform  -  Photography Costs since 2011

Event/Occasion Name of Photogra-
pher

Breakdown of Costs Total Cost

Irish Presidency 
EUPAN HRWG/IPSG 
meeting

Fennell Photography Event Photographer per 
hour: €75
Medium Resolution Im-
age: €10
VAT@ 13.50%: €19.55

    €104.55

Irish Presidency EU-
PAN Directors Gen-
eral meeting

Fennell Photography Event Photographer per 
hour: €75
Medium Resolution Im-
age: €10
VAT@ 13.50%: €19.55

    €104.55

Public Service Excel-
lence Awards 2012

Maxwell Photogra-
phy

Photographer hired to 
take photographs of the 
award recipients and 
provide copies for them

    €811.52

Total  -  - €1,020.62

Office of Public Works Photography Costs 2011

Date Photographer Amount (Inclusive 
VAT) €

Event

17/06/2011 Maxwell Photography 501.54 Public Procurement 
and the SME sector

12/07/2011 Robert Allen Photography 1,675.85 Battle of the Boyne 
site Garden opening

28/011/2011 Dylan Vaughan 726.00  Kilkenny Castle 
Christmas pro-
gramme

01/12//2011 Dave Kenny Photography 295.00 Joint OPW/DFP Art 
Exhibition opening 
in Claremorris Town 
Hall

09/12/2011 Robert Allen Photography 986.15 Farmleigh Christmas 
launch

Total    - €4,184.54  -

Office of Public Works Photography Costs 2012

Date Photographer Amount (Inclusive 
VAT) €

Event

30/12/2011 Robert Allen Photography 502.15 Castletown House, 
East wing opening

29/03/2012 Maxwell Photography 885.60 ICT consumables 
contract signing
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Date Photographer Amount (Inclusive 
VAT) €

Event

03/04/2012 Maxwell Photography 658.05 SME meeting with 
Minister tendering 
for Public contracts

30/04/2012 Harvey Rogers Photogra-
phy

419.95 Re-opening of Dur-
row Castle

22/05/2012 Maxwell Photography 774.90 Community Initia-
tive launch

23/05/2012 Robert Allen Photography 762.60 “Wandering Meth-
ods” exhibition   
Rathfarnham Castle

28/09/2012 Maxwell Photography 535.05 National Art Compe-
tition - Newgrange

Total  - €4,583.30  -
 

Office of Public Works Photography Costs 2013

Date Photographer Amount (Inclusive 
VAT) €

Event

28/01/2013 Maxwell Photography 520.29 Procurement card 
initiative

25/01/2013 Browne’s Photography 344.40 Kennedy Homestead
19/03/2012 Maxwell Photography 38.78 Castletown House
28/04/2013 Maxwell Photography 420.66 DNA Sculpture, Bo-

tanic Gardens
30/04/2013 Photocall Ireland 566.97 Kaleidescope Exhibi-

tion
03/05/2013 Maxwell Photography 794.58 Winter Solstice Art 

Competition n
03/05/2013 Maxwell Photography 378.84 Botanic Gardens- 

Glasnevin link 
15/05/2013 MacMonagle Photog-

raphy
461.25 Derrynane House

15/05/2013 Maxwell Photography 501.84 Friends of Irish Heri-
tage

20/05/2013 Maxwwell Photography 482.16 “Wandering Methods” 
Exhibition   Rathfarn-
ham Castle

07/06/2013 Peter Cavanagh Photog-
rapher 

116.85 Fontenot, Belguim

22/06/2013 Brownes Photography 240.00 JFK 50th Photo CD
22/06/2013 Brownes Photography 959.40 JFK 50th 
27//07/2013 Maxwell Photography 477.24 Ceramics Ireland - 

Rathfarnham Castle
29/07/2013 Maxwell Photography 533.82 Kilmainham Court-

house - handover
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Date Photographer Amount (Inclusive 
VAT) €

Event

29/08/2013 Maxwell photography 541.20 40/40/40 Rathfarnham 
Castle

11/07/2013 John D Kelly 215.25 Morpeth Roll exhibi-
tion, Clonmel

04/09/2013 Maxwell Photography 494.46 Sculpture in Context - 
Botanic Gardens

19/09/2013 Maxwell Photography 344.40 Newgrange Art Com-
petition - Launch

24/10/2013 Maxwell Photography 413.28 Botanic Gdns/Glasn-
vein link opening

30/10/2013 Maxwell Photography 425.58 Farmleigh - Sean 
O’Casey opening

27/11/2013 Maxwell Photography 447.72 Dublin Castle - Christ-
mas Programme 
launch

TOTAL   - €9,718.97  -

Office of Public Works Photography Costs 2014

Date Photographer Amount (Inclusive 
VAT) €

OPW Event

03/01/2014 Brownes Photography 307.50 National Historic 
Property - JFK wreath 
laying

17/01/2014 Karl McDonough, Pho-
tographer

414.28 Visit to Altamonut, 
Heywood Gardens & 
Emo Court

17/02/2014 Dylan Vaughan, Pho-
tographer 

393.60 Kilkenny Castle - Tap-
estries launch

24/02/2014 Brownes Photography 40.00 National Historic 
Property - JFK CDs

24/02/2014 Joe Travers 90.00 Intreo Offices, Galway
10/04/2014 Maxwells Photography 309.96 National Flood Con-

ference
15/05/2014 Karl McDonough, Pho-

tographer 
340.50 Emo Walkway An-

nouncement
Total  - 1,895.84  -

08/07/2014WRK02250Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRK02300314. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide, in tabular form, the use of external public relations firms employed by his Department 
since coming to office; the list of uses of each external public relations firm; the internal Depart-
ment policy with regard to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29124/14]
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08/07/2014WRK02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question I can confirm that no external public relations firm was availed of by my 
Department since its formation. However the engagement of all service-providers by my De-
partment is done within the parameters of value for money with every effort made to minimise 
costs. In line with stated Government policy, all public bodies must use a competitive process 
for the purchase of any goods and services, whatever the value.

The Office of Public Works, following a public procurement process, engaged Q4 consul-
tants for the public consultation phase of the National Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and 
Management (CFRAM) Programme in October 2013 at a cost of €43,750 (exclusive of VAT).

08/07/2014WRK02450Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRK02500315. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the total 
amount spent on external IT consultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to 
date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29159/14]

08/07/2014WRK02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The total 
amount spent on external IT consultants by my Department each year since its establishment in 
June 2011 is as follows:

Year  Amount
 2011  €0
 2012  €30,750
 2013  €164,608.44
 2014  290,394.37

08/07/2014WRK02650Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRK02700316. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his De-
partment has renegotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [29178/14]

08/07/2014WRK02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Depart-
ment awards contracts for IT consultancy following requests for tenders advertised on the pub-
lic procurement website, www.etenders.gov.ie. These are typically awarded on the basis of the 
most economically advantageous of the tenders received. My Department was established in 
June 2011. While no contracts for external IT consultants have been re-negotiated since then, 
all new contracts have been negotiated with a view to achieving best value for money and are 
kept under ongoing review to ensure this is maintained.

08/07/2014WRK02850Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRK02900317. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s re-
mit from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his Department’s 
remit from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his Depart-
ment’s remit publically advertised from March 2011 to date; and the number of appointments to 
State boards under his remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  [29196/14]



 8 July 2014

251

08/07/2014WRK03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
is aware in 2011 the Government introduced new arrangements for the appointment of State 
board members.  Under the new arrangements Departments now invite expressions of interest 
on their websites from the public in vacancies on the boards of bodies under their aegis. It is 
open to all members of the public regardless of gender, political affiliations or geographical 
location to apply for appointment to these vacancies.

I am satisfied that the new arrangements introduced by the Government in 2011 have sig-
nificantly improved transparency in the making of appointments to State Boards compared with 
the making of appointments in previous years.

Since the formation of this Government 22 members have been nominated to State Boards 
under my remit. In the context of the sale of the National Lottery licence, I have considered 
it appropriate to re-appoint two of the Ministerial nominees to the An Post National Lottery 
Board; Mr. Micheál Ó Muircheartaigh has been re-appointed twice and Mr. Oliver Wilkinson 
has been re-appointed once.  Consequently, recourse to advertising the positions publicly did 
not arise.  

The Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act, 2004 states that the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (in consultation with Minister for the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government, the Minister for Health and the Minister for Justice 
and Equality) should appoint members of the Board of the Public Appointments Service.

The Public Appointments Service Board is meant to be representative of our client base.  The 
majority of the board are therefore civil or public servants, nominated by the relevant Minis-
ter.  There is also a union representative nominated by ICTU.  The two external members were 
appointed by me because of their expertise in strategic change and public service recruitment 
respectively. 

 In view of these statutory procedures for the appointment of members of the Boards, there 
is limited scope for me to use the Publicjobs.ie website. The following table give a breakdown 
of positions filled on State boards under my remit since March 2011:   

Board Name Year No. of Appoint-
ments made

No. of Positions 
Advertised

An Post National Lottery 
Board

2011 0 0

2012 2 -
2013 6 -

Public Appointments Service 
Board

2011 9 0

2012 2 -
2013 3 -

Total  - 22 0

  Question No. 318 answered with Question No. 310.

Flood Prevention Measures

08/07/2014WRK03200319. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
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following the storms of late last year and early this year, the assessment that has been conducted 
of the storm damage caused to coastal farmlands; the outcome of the assessment; the remedial 
work and flood defences which are proposed and the estimated costs of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29271/14]

08/07/2014WRK03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am advised 
by the Commissioners of Public Works that they have not undertaken any assessment of storm 
damage caused to coastal farmlands. The carrying out of such an assessment would be a matter 
for the relevant Local Authority in the first instance. As indicated in the reply of the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine to the Deputy’s identical question on this subject on 17 June, 
2014, that Department makes every effort to take account of such exceptional circumstances 
for the purposes of the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme and other area 
based schemes that it administers.

The Government decided on 11 February to allocate up to €69.5 million for repair and reme-
diation of public infrastructure that was damaged by severe weather in the period 13 December 
2013 to 6 January 2014.

Of the figure of €69.5 million, up to €19.6 million was allocated for repair by local authori-
ties of existing built coastal protection and flood defences in the affected areas, based on esti-
mates submitted by the local authorities to the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government. This funding is being made available to the local authorities through the 
OPW on the basis of approved programmes of works. The commencement and progression of 
the works is a matter for the local authorities.

08/07/2014WRK03350Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRK03400320. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of Bills his Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory 
impact assessments that his Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29298/14]

08/07/2014WRK03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question my Department has published twenty-one Bills since I was appointed 
Minister with five Bills requiring a Regulatory Impact Assessment. The following is a list of the 
five Regulatory Impact Assessments carried out:

Name of Act/Bill Regulatory Impact Assessment carried out
Construction Contracts Act RIA published on 27 September 2011. Signed 

into law on 29 July 2013 (subject to a Com-
mencement Order).

Statute Law Revision Act 2012 Screening RIA conducted
Protected Disclosures Bill 2013 RIA published alongside the Bill on 3 July 

2013.
Freedom of Information Bill 2013 RIA published in September 2013.
Registration of Lobbying Bill 2014 RIA published 30 April 2013

08/07/2014WRK03550Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRK03600321. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his De-
partment or agencies under its auspices have engaged the services of a debt collection agency 
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in pursuing moneys owed to them; if his Department has guidelines regarding hiring such agen-
cies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29335/14]

08/07/2014WRK03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question I can confirm that neither Department, nor any agency under my remit 
have engaged the services of a debt collection agency in pursuing money owed. My Department 
does not have any guidelines in this regard.

08/07/2014WRK03750Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRK03800322. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide in tabular form details of increments paid since 2008 in his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29484/14]

08/07/2014WRK03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Depart-
ment was established in July 2011 and the following table contains details of increments paid 
for July 11 to date.  The payment of increments is conducted in accordance with centrally 
agreed arrangements and in line with Government pay policy.  Changes arising from the Had-
dington Road Agreement are also now applied as appropriate.

Grade/Level July 2011 2012 2013 2014
Assistant Principal 1 3 1 0
Principal Officer 7 14 17 4
Assistant Principal 12 38 33 14
Administrative Officer 6 5 29 3
Higher Executive Officer 14 23 29 14
Executive Officer 8 18 20 8
Staff Officer 3 4 5 1
Clerical Officer 6 11 61 50
Total 57 116 195 94

Na Forais Thuaidh Theas

08/07/2014WRK04000323. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe 
an dtabharfaidh sé sonrú ar na céatadáin sábhála éifeachtúla a d’aontaigh na Ranna airgeadais 
sa dá dhlinse do na forais trasteorann sna blianta 2012, 2013 agus 2014 agus cén laghdú iarbhír 
a cuireadh i bhfeidhm i ngach ceann de na forais trasteorann sna blianta céanna; agus an ndéan-
faidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [29530/14]

08/07/2014WRK04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Eisíonn mo 
Roinn agus an Roinn Airgeadais agus Pearsanra i dTuaisceart Éireann doiciméad comhaon-
taithe Treoir Pleanála Gnó chuig na ForaisThuaidh Theas gach bliain.  San áireamh sa Treoir 
Pleanála Gnó bíonn treoir maidir leis an íos-sábháil éifeachtúlachta a bhíonn le cur i gcrích ag 
na Forais an bhliain dár gcionn.  Ba iad 3% do 2012, 3% do 2013 agus 4% do 2014, na riachta-
nais sábhála chomhaontaithe. 

Seo a leanas an gearradh céatadáin a cuireadh i bhfeidhm ar vótaí na Ranna Éireannacha 
ábhartha.
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Eagras 2012 2013 2014
An Foras Forbartha Trádála agus Gn. (In-
terTrade Ireland)

-3% +1%* -4%

Uiscebhealaí Éireann (Waterways Ireland) -10% -6% -5%
An Foras Teanga (The Language Body) -6% -5% -7%
Foras Um Chláir Speisialta (Special EU 
Programmes Body)

-4% +2%* -4%

Turasóireacht Éireann (Tourism Ireland) -3% -3% -4%
An Bord um Chur Chun Cinn Sabháilteach-
ta Bia (SafeFood)

0%** 0% -3%

Gníomhaireacht na Lochanna (Loughs 
Agency)

-3% -3% -4%

* Tá buiséad steirlinge ag na Forais seo a laghdaíodh faoi 3% in 2012, 3% in 2013 agus 4% 
in 2014. Léiríonn buiséid vótáilte na Ranna Éireannacha na laghduithe seo agus na rátaí malar-
taithe pleanála euro/steirling sa tréimhse luaite. 

** Bhí an meastachán don bhliain 2011 don Bhord um Chur Chun Cinn Sabháilteachta Bia 
11% níos ísle ná an bhliain 2010.

08/07/2014WRK04150Capital Programme Expenditure

08/07/2014WRK04200324. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide, in tabular form, the amount of capital investment spending in each year since 
2000; the percentage of GDP this was in each year; the EU average currently; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29585/14]

08/07/2014WRK04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The following 
table sets out the levels of Exchequer voted gross capital expenditure in each year from 2000 to 
2013 in nominal terms and expressed as a percentage of GDP.

Figures for investment at EU level are available on the Eurostat website (http://epp.eurostat.
ec.europa.eu/tgm/refreshTableAction.do?tab=table&plugin=0&pcode=teina210&language=
en).

The Eurostat estimate for average levels of Central Government fixed investment in 2013 
was 2.2% of GDP for the Euro 28. 

It is important to note that reporting investment as a percentage of GDP does not reflect ei-
ther the existing level of capital endowment in the State or the level of maturity of the economy.  
For example, in a more mature economy, the economic return for additional investment may 
be lower and the opportunity cost of diverting additional resources towards investment may be 
high.

My Department is currently conducting a review of capital expenditure priorities.  This will 
inform Government decisions on capital allocations for the medium term, and will form part of 
the forthcoming Budget deliberations.

Year 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Amount 
€m

3,931 4,976 5,584 5,361 5,204 5,883 6,661 7,819 9,011 7,333 6,384 4,515 3,809 3,287

As % of 
GDP

3.7% 4.2% 4.3% 3.8% 3.5% 3.6% 3.8% 4.1% 4.8% 4.4% 3.90% 2.6% 2.2% 1.9%

08/07/2014WRK04350Capital Programme Expenditure
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08/07/2014WRK04400325. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
with regard to the Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2012-16: Medium Term Exchequer 
Framework, the deviations that have occurred from that plan since its publication; the Depart-
ments that have seen increases or decreases on an annual basis since; if he will provide the 
amounts for 2013 and 2014, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29586/14]

08/07/2014WRK04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The original 
allocations for the present five year capital envelope are set out in “Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment 2012-2016: Medium Term Exchequer Framework”. The annual capital allocations 
for the Ministerial Vote Groups are published in the Revised Estimates for Public Services each 
year (Appendix 9 for 2012 and 2013, Appendix 8 for 2014). A table showing both the original 
and revised allocations at Vote Group level and any variance arising is set out as follows.

It is important to note that the allocations set out in the five year capital plan represent the 
proposed investment levels for that five year period. However, revisions to Departmental ceil-
ings are to be expected in the annual estimates process for reasons such as transfer of functions 
between Departments, establishment of new functions and Votes, policy decisions which lead 
to a re-prioritisation of spend, changes to project timelines and revision of project costs caused 
by inflation or other supply chain factors.  In addition, over the last two years I have made a 
number of additional Stimulus investment announcements which have increased the allocations 
to Departments.  The 2014 figures in the following table show the allocations published in the 
Revised Estimates Volume 2014 (published in December 2013) and, therefore, do not include 
the further Stimulus investment of €194 million that I announced in May of this year and about 
half of which will be spent by Departments and agencies on the specified projects during the 
present year. 

In facilitating flexibility within the envelope we have been able to meet the changing priori-
ties and pressures without putting the achievement of budgetary targets at risk.

Gross Voted Expenditure 

€million - 2012  -  -  2013  -  -  2014#  - 
Ministerial 
Vote Group  

Origi-
nal 
Allo-
cation

Re-
vised 
Allo-
cation

Vari-
ance

Origi-
nal 
Allo-
cation

Re-
vised 
Allo-
cation

Vari-
ance

Origi-
nal 
Allo-
cation

Re-
vised 
Alloca-
tion

Vari-
ance

Finance 5  5  0  5  5 0  5  5  0   
Public Ex-
penditure and 
Reform  

101 105 4 101 111 11 101 117 16.5

Justice 56  57  1  56  61  5  60  64  4   
Environment  861  861  0  726  726  0  575  361*  -214*   
Education  430  430  0  415  414  -1  475  546  71   
Foreign Affairs  4  4  0  4  6  2  2  5  3   
Communica-
tions, Energy 
and Natural 
Resources  

104  104 0  85  85  0  80  110  30

Agriculture 168  168  0  168  187  19 168  184  16   
Transport 1231  1245  14  900  900  0  879  983  104   
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€million - 2012  -  -  2013  -  -  2014#  - 
Ministerial 
Vote Group  

Origi-
nal 
Allo-
cation

Re-
vised 
Allo-
cation

Vari-
ance

Origi-
nal 
Allo-
cation

Re-
vised 
Allo-
cation

Vari-
ance

Origi-
nal 
Allo-
cation

Re-
vised 
Alloca-
tion

Vari-
ance

Jobs Enterprise 
and Innovation  

514 514 0 458 455 -3 457 442 -15   

Arts, Heritage 
and the Gael-
tacht  

44 44 0 38 40 2 36 66 30   

Defence 9  9  0  9  9  0  8  8  0  
Social Protec-
tion

11  11  0.5  11  11  0.5  9.5  19  9.5  

Health  390  398  8  390  397  7  390  390  0 
Children and 
Youth Affairs  

8 8 0 8 26 18 8 42 34  

Total 3935  3963  28  3373  3433  60  3253  3342*#  89*#   
 *  In 2014, the Exchequer is also making a direct equity investment of €240m in Irish Water.  

As is normal for equity investments, this is part of non-voted expenditure of the Central Fund 
and, therefore, is not included in the above table which only shows Voted expenditure. 

# The 2014 figures show the allocations published in the Revised Estimates Volume 2014 and 
do not include allocations for expenditure on the further Stimulus projects announced in May 
2014.

08/07/2014WRK04550Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRK04600326. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
new round of a comprehensive review of expenditure is under way; the work that has been done 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29587/14]

08/07/2014WRK04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I announced 
at the time of the 2014 Budget, last October, that a Comprehensive Review of Expenditure 
would be carried out during this year to help inform the multi-annual expenditure ceilings for 
the three years 2015 to 2017.  This review process is now under way, and the outcome will help 
inform the decisions that Government will take when framing the 2015 Budget.  

 In 2011, the Government introduced a new medium term budgetary framework, which 
among other things introduced three-year expenditure ceilings for all Government Depart-
ments.  To inform this new multi-annual approach to expenditure planning and management, 
the Government also agreed to carry out a Comprehensive Review of Expenditure once every 
three years, to focus on overall value for money and the efficiency and effectiveness of Govern-
ment programmes.  Under the current Comprehensive Review, which follows on from the last 
one in 2011, Government Departments are conducting a focused examination of each of their 
programme areas.  

As with the review in 2011, the analysis carried out by each Department will help Govern-
ment determine expenditure priorities for the next three years up to 2017.   The Review will be 
published in conjunction with Budget 2015, and the supporting detailed analysis will be made 
available via my Department’s web site at the same time, as was the case with the 2011 Review.
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08/07/2014WRK04750Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRK04800327. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; 
and if he will provide details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay 
cap set by his Department and the amount of the increase sought.  [29608/14]

08/07/2014WRK04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Depart-
ment of Finance issued “Instructions to Personnel Officers Ministerial Appointments for the 
31st Dail’, dated 24 March 2011, which states the following in relation to Special Advisers and 
Increments: “Where a Special Adviser is placed on a salary point below the maximum of the 
scale he or she may be paid an annual increment until the maximum of that scale is reached”.  
The following table sets out the salary for both Advisors. One Special Adviser in my Depart-
ment, Mr Ronán O’Brien, was appointed at a single point salary, currently at €106,880, hav-
ing regard to his previous earnings immediately before taking up this position. Ms Byrne is in 
receipt of annual increments. Accordingly Ms Byrne progressed to the next point of the scale 
with effect from 10 March 2012, 2013 and 2014.

Name Title Salary (per annum) (Increments)
Anne Byrne Special Adviser (D/PER) €84,706 with effect from 

March 2014
€86,604 with effect from 
March 2012. 
€89,898 with effect from 
March 2013.
€84,706 with effect from 
March 2014 (includes Had-
dington Road adjustment) 

Ronan O’Brien Special Adviser (D/PER) €106,880 with effect May 
2014 (reduced as a result 
of the Haddington Road 
adjustment) 

Nil

08/07/2014WRK04950Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/07/2014WRK05000328. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of retired civil and public servants rehired on temporary contracts or as consultants 
under his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those figures in tabular form, providing as-
sociated costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29521/14]

08/07/2014WRK05100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the following table gives a breakdown of retired civil and public servants 
that have been re-hired on temporary contracts or as consultants under my remit.

Retired staff rehired on temporary contracts under the remit of the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform

Department/Office Year No. of Staff Associated Costs
Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform

2013 1 €3,000

 - 2014 2 1 Staff member with a Salary range 
from €23,177 p.a. - €37,341
1 Staff member contracted for 
€26,900

Institute of Public Administra-
tion *

2011 4 €28,545

 - 2012 3 €12,769
 - 2013 3 €9,834
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Department/Office Year No. of Staff Associated Costs
 - 2014 to date 1 €2,450
Valuation Office 2011 4 €26,044
 - 2012 4 €1,540
 - 2013 4 €12,420
 - 2014 4 €2,700
Office of Public Works 2011 6 €136,840
 - 2012 11 €194,351
 - 2013 1 €28,842

* The IPA has occasionally contracted retired staff with specialist knowledge/skills on a 
per diem basis to support delivery of education, training or consultancy services delivered to 
clients.   

The Public Appointments Service (PAS), in the course of running recruitment competitions 
for the public service, avails of trained and experienced individuals from the private and public 
sectors.  Those assisting in this that are in receipt of a public or private sector salary receive no 
payment whatsoever.  A fee per day is paid to retired individuals and to those from the private 
sector (e.g. self employed) who forego earnings in order to facilitate PAS.  The list of individu-
als who assist PAS in undertaking its task is constantly changing but would number several hun-
dred.  It would include retired public servants who act as interviewers, assessors or as decisions 
arbitrators.  At any given time, there would be approximately 60 active who would be used from 
time to time for short periods.  For this work, retired individuals are paid on a fee-per-day basis 
and are subject to tax and other relevant deductions. The fees are linked to pre-retirement grades 
and take account of the principle of pension abatement.   

The fee structure for the Public Appointments Service is as follows:

Type of Retired Public Sector 
Worker re-employed 

Fee Range From Fee Range To

Retired Public Sector Worker €130 per day. €377 per day.
Self-Employed Private Sector 
Worker

€334 per day. €500 per day.

Retired Private Sector Worker €130 per day. €400 per day.

These positions are not advertised but any trained professionals can apply to PAS to be 
placed on the data base for our selection boards.   

The outgoing Chairman of the Public Appointments Service Board, who is a former Civil 
Servant, was reappointed by me in September 2011 and is paid a stipend €11,970 per annum.   

The Chairperson of the PAS Internal Audit Committee is also a former Public Servant and 
was paid a fee of €2,137.50 in 2012.  She was appointed by the former Chief Executive of PAS 
on the basis of her experience in the area of corporate governance.

08/07/2014WRL00150Local Authority Expenditure

08/07/2014WRL00200329. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
in view of the controversy and public anger over the €36 million spent by Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council on a high-rise super-library building on Dún Laoghaire seafront, 
if there are lessons for his Department in terms of monitoring the value and purpose of major 
public capital projects to ensure the best use of public money; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [29522/14]

08/07/2014WRL00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): All publicly 
funded projects and programmes are subject to the appraisal framework set out in the Public 
Spending Code (available at http://publicspendingcode.per.gov.ie/) which has been developed 
by my Department.  Responsibility for compliance with the Public Spending Code lies with 
the Sponsoring Agency and Sanctioning Authority for a particular project.  In the case of the 
project to which the Deputy refers, the Sponsoring Agency is the Local Authority and this sec-
tor operates under the policy direction of the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government.

The overall aim of the Public Spending Code is to improve how public money is allocated 
and managed.  To support this aim, the Code contains guidelines and instruction on the applica-
tion of ex-ante appraisal to spending proposals, expenditure planning and design, management, 
evaluation and post-implementation review.  The Public Spending Code also has Quality Assur-
ance requirements to ensure the Code is being complied with and to highlight instances where 
it is not.

In relation to large scale capital projects in particular, the code stipulates that all capital proj-
ects with a value in excess of €20m must have a full Cost Benefit Analysis conducted on them 
as part of the appraisal process. The relevant Departments and Agencies are responsible for car-
rying out these appraisals. In addition, sponsoring agencies are required to carry out post project 
reviews to assess project out-turn and compliance with relevant procedures once the value of 
the project exceeds €20m.

08/07/2014WRL00350Public Sector Staff Data

08/07/2014WRL00400330. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide a yearly breakdown, on a departmental basis across all Departments, of public 
and Civil Service staff reductions since 2008 to date in 2014; his views on the matter and any 
targets for further reductions in future years and at what point he intends to halt the current re-
duction trajectory in public and Civil Service staff numbers. [29523/14]

08/07/2014WRL00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The informa-
tion  the Deputy requests is set out in detail on my Department’s website, at www.per.gov.ie/
databank.  This databank provides information on staffing numbers by Department, on a quar-
terly basis, from 2008 to present.

The data show that public service numbers have been reduced by almost 10 percent in that 
period, from a peak of more than 320,000 to below 290,000.  The approach to public service 
numbers reduction has been informed by financial necessity, of course, but also by recognition 
of the significant opportunity to reform work practices and business processes, to rationalise the 
number of state agencies and to introduce money-saving initiatives such as shared services.  As 
a result, the public service today is more efficient and effective than before the crisis.

As for the period ahead, the appropriate path beyond 2014 will be informed by the Compre-
hensive Review of Expenditure, which is currently under way and which will examine public 
spending and resource allocation options for the period 2015 to 2017, taking account of service 
demands and the reform and efficiency opportunities arising from the Public Service Reform 
Plan 2014-2016.
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08/07/2014WRL00550Outsourcing of Public Services

08/07/2014WRL00600331. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he intends to carry out a full auditing review of the full cost of outsourcing in the public sec-
tor. [29524/14]

08/07/2014WRL00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment is committed to exploring alternative service delivery models, including outsourcing, as 
part of an overall objective to improve the quality and efficiency of public services while en-
suring they remain affordable and sustainable. This is a key component of the Public Service 
Reform Plan 2014-2016, published in January 2014.

Each public body, in considering whether or not to outsource a service, is expected to evalu-
ate the merits of such a decision on a case by case basis, taking into account a number of factors, 
including: overall cost, quality of service, effectiveness and the public interest.  If the business 
case has not been made for the external delivery of a service, in a particular instance, then it 
stands to reason that such services should not be outsourced. I have no proposals to carry out 
a full audit given that this is the responsibility of the public body concerned.  However, any 
costs incurred can be fully audited at any time by internal audit units and by the Comptroller 
and Auditor General.

08/07/2014WRL00750Freedom of Information Fees

08/07/2014WRL00800332. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to the recent announcement regarding the freedom of information, FOI, application fee, his 
plans to revise the fees applicable to the FOI appeals process; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29688/14]

08/07/2014WRL00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
is aware, the Government has previously agreed to substantial reductions in the internal review 
and appeal fees for FOI.  A reduction from €75 to €30 has been agreed in relation to the fee for 
an application for internal review, while the cost of an appeal to the Information Commissioner 
is being reduced from €150 to €75.

The FOI Bill 2013 is scheduled for Report Stage in the Dail on 16 July and is expected to be 
enacted later this year.  Following enactment, it will be necessary for a number of Ministerial 
orders to be made in relation to fees, in line with the Minister’s announcement on 1 July, and 
for other issues.  A Ministerial order setting the new fees for FOI internal review and appeal to 
the Information Commissioner will be made as part of that process.

08/07/2014WRL00950Freedom of Information Remit

08/07/2014WRL01000333. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
consider extending the freedom of information legislation to cover records that are kept by re-
ligious institutions. [29774/14]

08/07/2014WRL01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Freedom of 
Information legislation is primarily designed to provide access for the public to records of pub-
lic bodies.  Certain hospitals, third level institutions and other bodies providing services in the 
health sector, run by or in the ownership of religious congregations, are also covered by FOI. 
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A new Freedom of Information Bill is currently proceeding through the Oireachtas and is 
expected to be enacted before the end of the year.  This Bill provides at Section 7 that a non-
public body, which receives significant funding from the Exchequer, may be prescribed by 
order as an FOI body under this Act, either in whole or in part.  These bodies are referred to 
in the Bill as prescribed bodies.  Although it is too early to say, it may be that some religious 
institutions or additional bodies run by religious congregations and providing a service to the 
public, could be prescribed as FOI bodies under section 7 of the FOI Bill when enacted. 

The issue of prescribing bodies under section 7 will be discussed and agreed with the rel-
evant line Departments in accordance with agreed criteria in due course following enactment 
of the Bill.  While this analysis and decision-making cannot be pre-empted, it is likely that 
there will be circumstances where the level of State funding provided to particular bodies will 
not be the over-riding consideration but where the extension of FOI may be warranted because 
of a necessity for appropriate public oversight and accountability of the services these bodies 
provide to the public. 

Other than in the context of Section 7 of the FOI Bill 2013 I have no plans to extend FOI to 
religious institutions. 

08/07/2014WRL01150Child Protection

08/07/2014WRL01200334. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the proto-
cols for dealing with a convicted paedophile who is in public employment in terms of the steps 
taken to advise staff or management of the person’s history particularly when he or she is work-
ing in an environment where he or she has access to children. [29805/14]

08/07/2014WRL01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): If the Deputy 
is aware or has any information which suggests that there may be a convicted paedophile in 
public employment with access to children, the facts should be brought to the attention of An 
Garda Síochána as a matter of urgency.

Alternately, if  an  employer,  or indeed any person, considers that a person may pose a risk 
to a child or children, this can be reported to the Child and Family Agency as set out in the 
Children First National Guidance, 2011.

08/07/2014WRL01350Trade Agreements

08/07/2014WRL01400335. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will report on current developments with counterparts in European Union member states 
regarding the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership; and the impact this proposal will 
have on Irish business and trade. [28990/14]

08/07/2014WRL01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): During the 
Irish Presidency in June 2013, I secured the agreement of all trade ministers in the Council to 
formally open these negotiations with the US on a Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partner-
ship (TTIP). 

The EU Commission is the actual negotiator on behalf of the EU, with the framework set by 
the Council of Ministers. The EU Commission is obliged to consult the Council on all aspects 
of the negotiations. This takes place in various formats and at different levels, including Coun-
cil of Ministers, the Trade Policy Committee, informal technical meetings and bilateral and 
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other meetings. I have participated in all the formal Council meetings so far at which TTIP has 
been discussed. My officials participate in the Trade Policy Committee and all other technical 
and official level meetings.

As regards the impact of TTIP on Irish business and trade, my Department recently engaged 
Copenhagen Economics to examine the economic and other impacts of TTIP and related po-
tential opportunities. The focus of this study is to identify key areas and sectors of the economy 
that will be impacted by TTIP. This work will help to inform our input to the European Union’s 
negotiating position and to identify appropriate policy responses to be deployed to maximise 
the potential of this historic agreement and provide an assessment of the longer term implica-
tions for enterprise policy.

The Conference on TTIP that I hosted in Dublin Castle on 20 June, to which Oireachtas 
members from relevant Joint Committees were invited, heard some preliminary findings from 
Copenhagen Economics that indicate a comprehensive trade and investment deal between the 
EU and the US could lead to a 1.1% increase in Irish GDP. Other preliminary findings includ-
ed benefits for Ireland including increased exports (2.7%) real wages (1.4%) and investment 
(1.6%). The Consultants are expected to finalise the report later this year, and this should pro-
vide a more comprehensive picture of the gains that could be realised for the country.

As the negotiations advance, I will continue to look for an agreement that is comprehensive 
and balanced, and one that delivers real trade and economic potential for our economy.

08/07/2014WRL01550Freedom of Information Requests

08/07/2014WRL01600336. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will outline in tabular form per annum from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of freedom 
of information requests received by his Department; the total refused, total granted, total part-
granted, total appealed, total successful appeals, total part-successful appeals and total refusals; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29071/14]

08/07/2014WRL01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The table be-
low provides details of the total number of FOI requests received by my Department and its 
Offices from 2009 to date in 2014 in the format requested.

I am interpreting the reference to appeals as relating to the review of a decision as provided 
for under Section 14 of the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 and 2003.

Total Number of FOI Requests Received in Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
from 2009 to date

Year Total FOI 
Requests 
received 
in Year

Total FOI 
Requests 
Refused in 
Year [1]

Total FOI 
Requests 
Granted 
in Year

Total FOI 
Requests 
Part-
Granted 
in Year

Total Re-
quests for 
Internal 
Review 
Received 
in Year 

Total 
Decisions 
Affirmed 
following 
Internal 
Review

Total Deci-
sions Partly 
Affirmed 
following 
Internal 
Review

Total Re-
quests for 
Internal 
Review 
Refused in 
Year

2009 149 23 46 43 5 4 1 0
2010 122 13 34 53 5 3 2 0
2011 83 9 29 30 3 1 2 0
2012 95 13 28 37 5 3 2 0
2013 55 10 17 12 1 1 0 0
2014 22 1 6 4 0 0 0
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08/07/2014WRL01750Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRL01800337. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical or career 
break broken down by zero to six months; six to 12 months; one to two years; two to three years; 
four to five years and five years-plus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29088/14]

08/07/2014WRL01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The number of 
staff of my department currently on career breaks is set out in tabular format below.  The “dura-
tion of break” refers to the length of time off requested by the applicant when applying for their 
career break, including any extension and/or waiting period before a return to work.  Career 
breaks are available to staff of my Department in accordance with provisions set centrally by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Duration of Break Requested Number of Staff
0-6 Months 0
6-12 Months 1
1-2 Years 3
2-3 Years 3
4-5 Years 2
5 Years 12

08/07/2014WRL01925Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRL02000338. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
provide in tabular form, the total photography costs for his Department since coming to office 
inclusive of costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which 
photographers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with 
each occasion that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of pho-
tographers within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29105/14]

08/07/2014WRL02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can advise 
the Deputy that the total photography costs incurred by my Department and its Offices since 
9 March, 2011 are €12,695.  The list of occasions for which photographers were booked, the 
photographers used and the breakdown of costs are detailed in the table below. For comparison 
purposes the photography costs for the previous 3 years (2008-2010) were €22,274.  No expen-
diture for photography was incurred from Ministerial allowances. 

2011

Occasion for which Photogra-
pher booked

Name of Photographer Breakdown of costs as-
sociated with each event

Small Business Advisory Group 
Launch

Mac Innes Photography €409

Irish Ambassadors for Female En-
trepreneurship

Mac Innes Photography €223

One Millionth Document Filed 
Online at the Companies Registra-
tion Office

Jason Clarke Photography €484

Ministerial image shot for Repeat 
use

Mac Innes Photography €245
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Occasion for which Photogra-
pher booked

Name of Photographer Breakdown of costs as-
sociated with each event

Launch of the Final Report of the 
Sales Law Review Group

Mac Innes Photography €252

Launch of the Report of “The 
Voice of Small Business” 

Mac Innes Photography €284

Junior Inventor Awards Hot Shotz Photographers €120
Total €2,017 

2012

Occasion for which Photographer 
booked

Name of Photographer Breakdown of costs as-
sociated with each event

Launch of Action Plan for Jobs 
2012

Mac Innes Photography €438

Action Plan for Jobs Forum, Lim-
erick

Press 22 €312

Action Plan for Jobs Roadshow, 
Cork

B.L. Mac Gill Photography €200

Launch of Research Prioritisation 
Report

Jason Clarke Photography €492

Action Plan for Jobs Roadshow, 
Waterford

Gerry O’Carroll Photogra-
phy

€298

Capital Investment Announcement Mac Innes Photography €284
Launch of IP Protocol Fennell Photography €301
Launch of Business Regulation 
Portal

Fennell Photography €319

Establishment of Clustering Devel-
opment Team

Fennell Photography €331

Launch of “Managing out of the 
Crisis” Guide

Fennell Photography €257

Publication of Micro Enterprise 
Loan Fund Bill

Fennell Photography €283

Launch of €90 Million Microfi-
nance Scheme 

Fennell Photography €321

Launch of Green Economy Policy 
Statement

Fennell Photography €264

Total €4,100

2013

Occasion for which Photogra-
pher booked

Name of Photographer Breakdown of costs as-
sociated with each event

Launch of Action Plan for Jobs Q4 
Results

Fennell Photography €264

Launch of Action Plan for Jobs 
2013

Fennell Photography €318
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Occasion for which Photogra-
pher booked

Name of Photographer Breakdown of costs as-
sociated with each event

Meeting with Chinese Ambassador Fennell Photography €308
Launch of New Work Permit Leg-
islation

Fennell Photography €264

Launch of Manufacturing Report Fennell Photography €342
Unveiling of new Local Enterprise 
Office, Swords and announcement 
of details of improved new service 
for micro and small enterprises

Fennell Photography €326

Announcement of membership of 
the Entrepreneurship Forum

Fennell Photography €369

Launch of Action Plan for Jobs Q2 
Results

Fennell Photography €273

Launch of Copyright Review 
Report

Fennell Photography €251

Appointment of Chairman of US-
Ireland Partnership

Fennell Photography €232

IDA Announcement Fennell Photography €270
Conference for EU High Level 
Group for Innovation 

Fennell Photography €290

Informal meeting of EU High 
Level Employment Committee in 
Dublin Castle 

Maxwell Photography €579

Group Photograph of Labour Court 
Members

Tommy Clancy Photogra-
phy

€369

Total €4,455

2014

Occasion for which Photographer 
booked

Name of Photographer Breakdown of costs 
associated with each 
event

Launch of Entrepreneurship Forum 
report

Fennell Photography €291

Taking Care of Business 2014 Fennell Photography €291
Action Plan for Jobs 2014 Launch Fennell Photography €321
Launch of National Corporate Social 
Responsibility Plan

Fennell Photography €137

Publication of OECD report on the 
Action Plan for Jobs

Fennell Photography €229

Launch of young entrepreneur com-
petition

Fennell Photography €397

Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership Conference

Fennell Photography €457

Total €2,123
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The Department uses external photographers sparingly and, with a view to keeping costs to 
a minimum, regularly uses its own facilities and staff to take photographs in-house. My Depart-
ment also avails of the panel of photography firms, selected following a procurement process 
undertaken by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, which is available for use by all 
Departments.

08/07/2014WRL02150Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRL02200339. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
provide, in tabular form, the use of external public relations firms employed by his Department 
since coming to office; the list of uses of the external public relations firm; the internal depart-
mental policy with regard to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29122/14]

08/07/2014WRL02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The names 
and business addresses of the providers of public relations services used by my Department and 
the Offices of my Department, the details of the services supplied by each and the expenditure 
on each since 9 March, 2011 to date are as follows:-

Year Name and Address of PR 
Services Provider

Details of Services Supplied Cost

2011 Barberry Limited trading as 
Keating & Associates, 19 Fitz-
william Place, Dublin 2.

To provide NERA with Commu-
nications Services (including PR; 
Media Monitoring; advising on 
the design, content and production 
of reports & brochures and assist-
ing with website content). 

€18,770

2012 Barberry Limited trading as 
Keating & Associates, 19 Fitz-
william Place, Dublin 2.

To provide NERA with Commu-
nications Services (including PR; 
Media Monitoring; advising on 
the design, content and production 
of reports & brochures and assist-
ing with website content).

€5,268

2013 Barberry Limited trading as 
Keating & Associates, 19 Fitz-
william Place, Dublin 2.

To provide NERA with Commu-
nications Services (including PR; 
Media Monitoring; advising on 
the design, content and production 
of reports & brochures and assist-
ing with website content).

€3,183

2013 MRPA Kinman Communica-
tions trading as MKC Com-
munications Limited, The 
Archway, 4A Lower Pembroke 
Street,  Dublin 2.

To provide the Department with 
Press and Media Relations Servic-
es for the Irish Presidency of the 
EU.(This was a once off exercise/
expenditure due to Presidency 
events.)

€76,480

YTD 2014 Barberry Limited trading as 
Keating & Associates, 19 Fitz-
william Place, Dublin 2

To provide NERA with Commu-
nications Services including PR; 
Media Monitoring; advising on 
the design, content and production 
of reports & brochures and assist-
ing with website content)

€1,386

My Department uses external public relations providers having regard to its business needs. 
In engaging such providers, the Department is mindful of the need to secure value for money 
and, accordingly strives to keep costs to the minimum.
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08/07/2014WRL02350Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRL02400340. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the total 
amount spent on external information technology consultants by his Department in 2010 to 
2013, inclusive, and to date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29157/14]

08/07/2014WRL02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Records in-
dicate that the amount spent by my Department on externally delivered software supports, 
systems development, website supports, helpdesk supports and other IT consultancy in each of 
the years is as follows:

Year Amount
2010 €3,658,005
2011 €2,933,832
2012 €2,997,635
2013 €2,905,128
2014 (to 8 July) €502,600

The reduction in annual spend since 2010 has come about through support cost manage-
ment processes including retendering, through retiring some older technologies and because 
my Department has been able to in-source certain support works where particular skills became 
available in house.  However, some of these savings are contingent on the continued availability 
of appropriate in-house resources, and on the level of new ICT development activity which will 
be significant in 2014.

08/07/2014WRL02550Consultancy Contracts

08/07/2014WRL02600341. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his De-
partment has renegotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [29176/14]

08/07/2014WRL02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment does not generally renegotiate external IT support and consultancy contracts, although the 
option to do so has been used in some cases and has resulted in some efficiencies.  Contracts 
are normally placed for a fixed period or for a defined piece of work.  If further support or 
development is required when a contract expires, this would normally be the subject of a new 
tender process.  For some IT support costs, such as proprietary software licenses, where open 
tendering is not always possible, my Department is engaged in an on-going process to ensure 
that such costs are kept to a minimum.  In general, my Department has engaged in an ongoing 
process of ICT support cost management, through the use of tendering, retiring older technolo-
gies, and insourcing supports where specialist skills become available in-house.  In the period 
between 2010 and 2013, this pro-active approach to IT support cost management has given rise 
to savings on externally delivered software supports, systems development, website supports, 
helpdesk supports and other IT consultancy which in 2013 amounted to over €750,000 on the 
2010 figure.  However, some of these savings are contingent on the continued availability of 
appropriate in-house resources, and on the level of new ICT development activity which will 
be significant in 2014.

08/07/2014WRL02750Appointments to State Boards
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08/07/2014WRL02800342. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s 
remit made since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies in State boards under his De-
partment’s remit since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies in State boards under his 
Department’s remit publically advertised since March 2011 to date; and the number of appoint-
ments to State boards under his remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process. 
[29194/14]

08/07/2014WRL02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since coming 
to Office in March 2011, I have made 41 appointments to the Boards of Agencies under my De-
partment’s remit within my discretion. Appointments and reappointments were also allocated 
under legislation to Department Representatives, social partners, nominees of other Ministers, 
nominees of prescribed bodies and appointments on an Ex Officio basis and were not appropri-
ate, therefore, for public advertisement.

Of the 41 new appointments made at my discretion, 28 appointments were selected from 
applicants to publicjobs.ie. A breakdown of these is presented in tabular format below.

In December 2013, at my request, the Public Appointments Service sought expressions of 
interest for vacancies arising on the Boards of Agencies under my Department during 2014. 
This exercise will help inform consideration of public appointments to Boards of Agencies 
under my remit in 2014.

It is not accurate to say that not all jobs were open to public competition. My Department 
places general advertisements for expressions of interest to Board positions on a periodic basis. 
Where possible, in the context of skillset, experience needed for particular appointments, posi-
tions are filled from those who have made expressions of interest.

Department of Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation - New Agency Board Appointments 
within Minister’s Discretion

2011* 2012 2013 2014 Total
Appointments 4 15 11 11 41
Appointments made following 
public advertisement

1 10 9 8 28

  *March 2011 to end of year

08/07/2014WRL02950Departmental Correspondence

08/07/2014WRL03000343. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the awarding of funding for a transport 
route; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29276/14]

08/07/2014WRL03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The company 
that the Deputy is referring to wrote directly to my Department for advice on 30th June 2014.  A 
response issued from my office on the 30th June 2014 explaining that if the company has been 
refused credit from the bank they may be eligible to apply for credit under the Credit Guarantee 
Scheme or the Microenterprise Loan Fund Scheme.  The company has been advised to contact 
their Local Enterprise Office (LEO) in order to establish what supports and options may be 
available to them.  A link to the website ‘Supporting SMEs’ was also provided.  This online 
guide is part of the Irish Government’s Supporting SMEs campaign, to increase awareness of 
the range of Government supports for start-ups and small businesses.
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The website address is www.localenterprise.ie/smeonlinetool/businessdetails.aspx.  

The company may also wish to obtain advice regarding the Jobs Plus Scheme, an employer 
incentive scheme from the Department of Social Protection which is a simple, easily under-
stood and attractive scheme that will encourage employers to recruit from the cohort of the long 
term unemployed.  The incentive will be payable, on a monthly basis, over a two year period.

08/07/2014WRL03150Employment Rights

08/07/2014WRL03200344. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if time 
spent on public holidays is required to be included when calculating the number of days to 
which an employee is entitled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29283/14]

08/07/2014WRL03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): An employ-
ee’s entitlement to annual leave is set out in section 19 of the Organisation of Working Time 
Act 1997.

Subject to the exceptions/clarifications provided for in section 19, an employee acquires a 
legal right to 4 weeks annual leave if he or she works at least 1,365 hours in the year, or one-
third of a working week for each month in the leave year in which he or she works at least 117 
hours, or 8 per cent of the hours he or she works in a leave year (but subject to a maximum of 
4 working weeks).  

An employee’s entitlements regarding public holidays are set out in Section 21 of the Or-
ganisation of Working Time Act 1997 and the method of calculation of pay for both annual 
leave and public holidays is set out in the Organisation of Working Time (Determination of Pay 
for Holidays) Regulations 1997 – Statutory Instrument No. 475 of 1997.

Under section 21 of the Organisation of Working Time Act 1997, full-time employees have 
immediate entitlement to benefit for public holidays, and part-time employees have entitlement 
to benefit when they have worked a total of 40 hours in the previous 5 weeks.  

When a person works on a public holiday he or she is entitled to be paid for the day in ac-
cordance with the agreed rates.  In addition, he or she also has an entitlement to benefit for the 
public holiday.  This can be different for each public holiday and each employee depending on 
the individual’s work pattern.

If the business is closed on the public holiday and an employee would normally be due to 
work then the employee gets his or her normal day’s pay.

If the business is open and an employee works, he or she is entitled to a paid day off within 
a month of that day or an additional day of annual leave or paid time off or an additional day’s 
pay. 

If the public holiday falls on a day on which the employee does not normally work, then the 
employee is entitled to one fifth of his/her normal weekly wage. 

Under section 22(2) of the Organisation of Working Time Act 1997, time off granted to an 
employee for annual leave or a public holiday must be regarded as time worked by the em-
ployee.

If required, further information on employment rights can be obtained from the National 
Employment Rights Authority’s dedicated information service - Workplace Relations Customer 
Service - which provides information to employers and employees on all aspects of employ-
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ment rights.  This service operates from 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays and can be contacted 
on Lo-Call 1890 808090.  Workplace Relations Customer Service also provides extensive in-
formation on employment rights on its website www.workplacerelations.ie.  

08/07/2014WRL03350Legislative Process RIA

08/07/2014WRL03400345. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Bills his Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory 
impact assessments that his Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29296/14]

08/07/2014WRL03500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment has published 16 Bills since 2011 and these are as follows:-

Patents (Amendment) Bill 2011

Competition (Amendment) Bill 2011

Protection of Employees (Temporary Agency Work) Bill 2011

Industrial Relations (Amendment) (No. 3) Bill 2011

Credit Guarantee Bill 2012

Companies (Amendment) Bill 2012

Microenterprise Loan Fund Bill 2012

Industrial Development (Science Foundation Ireland) (Amendment) Bill 2012

Companies Bill 2012

European Union (Accession of the Republic of Croatia) (Access to the Labour Market) Bill 
2013

The Industrial Development (Forfás Dissolution) Bill 2013 (published December 2013)

Friendly Societies and Industrial and Provident Societies (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 
2013

County Enterprise Boards (Dissolution) Bill 2013

Companies (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2013

Competition and Consumer Protection Bill 2014

Employment Permits (Amendment) Bill 2014

Since March 2011, my Department has published a total of 19 regulatory impact assess-
ments in relation to the following Bills, Acts and EU Directives:-

RIA Undertaken (Name of Bill/Act/Regulations) Date published
County Enterprise Boards (Dissolution) Bill 2013 31st July 2013
The European Union (Consumer Information, Cancella-
tion and Other Rights) Regulations 2013 Guidance Note

June 2014

Competition and Consumer Protection Bill 2014 March 2014
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RIA Undertaken (Name of Bill/Act/Regulations) Date published
Microenterprise Loan Fund Act 18th July 2012
Credit Guarantee Act 2012 24th July 2012
European Communities (Late Payment in Commercial 
Transactions)

22nd December 2012

Companies Bill 2012 A RIA was published with the General Scheme in 
July 2007 and a revised RIA was published with 
the Bill in December 2012

Companies (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2013 October 2013
Friendly Societies and Industrial and Provident Societies 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2013

July 2013

Companies (Amendment) Bill 2012 April 2012

Competition (Amendment) Bill 2011 September 2011
European Union (Accession of the Republic of Croatia) 
(Access to the Labour Market) Bill 2013 (was enacted 
July 2013)

This RIA was considered by Government and a 
summary of the RIA was included in a press state-
ment issued by my Department on 24th May 2013 

Industrial Relations (Amendment) (No. 3) Bill December 2011
Protection of Employees (Temporary Agency      Work) 
Bill 2011

December 2011

Employment Permits (Amendment) Bill 2014 January 2013
Review of the Research Exemption Provision Section 
42(g) of the Patents Act 1992

23rd July 2013

Review of the Patents Act 1992 14th March 2012
Protection of Copyright and Certain Related Rights 3rd October 2013
Workplace Relations Bill 2014 April 2014

In respect of legislation currently being prepared by my Department, the following 5 RIAs 
have also been published.

RIA Undertaken (Name of Bill/Act/Regula-
tions)

Details of Regulatory Impact Assessment

County Enterprise Boards (Dissolution) Bill 
2013

Bill and RIA 31st July, 2013
In April, 2012 the Government approved (ref. no. 
S180/20/10/1597 of 17 April 2012) the restructuring of the 
existing micro enterprise support structures with a view to 
creating an enhanced national micro enterprise support model 
to be delivered through Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs). The 
key elements of the Government decision were:
Dissolve 35 County & City Enterprise Boards (CEBs), trans-
fer their functions, assets and liabilities to Enterprise Ireland 
(EI). 
Deliver enhanced service to the sector through the Local 
Enterprise Offices (LEOs) underpinned by a robust Service 
Level Agreement (SLA) between EI and the Local Authorities 
(LAs).
Existing CEB staff to be given the option of redeploying to 
either Enterprise Ireland or the relevant Local Authority.
Ring-fence CEB staff  to retain their expertise and enterprise 
culture for the new LEO.
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation to retain respon-
sibility for enterprise policy and budgets.Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation to draft any legislation necessary to 
achieve these objectives.
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RIA Undertaken (Name of Bill/Act/Regula-
tions)

Details of Regulatory Impact Assessment

Directive 2011/7/EC of the European Parlia-
ment and of the Council of 16 February 2011 
on combating late payment in commercial 
transactions (Recast) 

This RIA was prepared by my Department in August, 2012.  
The purpose of the Recast Directive is to combat late payment 
in commercial transactions, in order to ensure the proper func-
tioning of the internal market, thereby fostering the competi-
tiveness of undertakings and, in particular, of SMEs. 
Previously the rules on late payments were under Directive 
2000/35 and this new legislation repeals and modernises these 
old rules.
This Directive lays down the specific deadlines for the pay-
ment of invoices and establishes a right to compensation in 
the event of late payment in all commercial transactions, 
whether they relate to transactions between private or public 
undertakings, or between undertakings and public authorities.
This Directive came into effect across the EU on 16th March 
2013.

Microenterprise Loan Fund Bill 2012 This RIA was prepared by my Department in April, 2012.  
The objective of this legislation is to establish a Microenter-
prise Loan Fund and to provide for Social Finance Founda-
tion to manage and control the Microenterprise Loan Fund 
on behalf of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. 
It empowers the Minister to pay monies provided by the 
Oireachtas into the fund and to accept gifts of moneys for al-
location to the Fund. 
The objective of the fund is to provide loans to start-up, newly 
established, or growing microenterprises, thereby facilitating 
job creation and retention across the economy in all microen-
terprises with commercially viable proposals that do not meet 
the conventional risk criteria applied by banks.
The Microenterprise Loan Fund is not intended to replace any 
current bank.

Credit Guarantee Bill 2012 This RIA was carried out in October, 2011.  The ultimate ob-
jective of this regulatory proposal is to empower the Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation to establish a targeted 
Temporary Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme.
The legislation will empower the Minister to give a loan 
guarantee, designate a lending institution as a participating 
lending institution, set eligibility criteria for borrowers in such 
lending institutions, set loan conditions, set out requirements 
in respect of liability of the Minister regarding payment of-
guarantees, to require adequate monitoring arrangements and 
evaluation, to review and revoke the scheme and to assign a 
contractor to oversee the operation of the Scheme.The objec-
tive of the Scheme is to provide a Government guarantee to 
the lender of 75 per cent on eligible individual loans to viable 
businesses, which is paid to the lender on the unrecovered 
outstanding balance on a loan in the event of an SME default-
ing on the loan repayments. The purpose of the scheme is to 
encourage additional lending to SMEs, not to substitute for 
conventional lending. It is not a grant, nor is it a support for 
ailing businesses. The Scheme is intended to address specific 
market failures that prevent bank lending to some commer-
cially viable businesses by providing a level of guarantee to 
banks against losses on qualifying loans to job-creating firms.  
All decision making at the level of the individual loan will be 
fully devolved to the participating lenders.
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RIA Undertaken (Name of Bill/Act/Regula-
tions)

Details of Regulatory Impact Assessment

Workplace Relations Bill 2014 To explore the various policy options regarding the introduc-
tion of legislation to consolidate the existing employment and 
equality dispute resolution and compliance and enforcement 
bodies. The Draft Scheme of the Workplace Relations Bill 
outlines proposals which will deliver a root-and-branch re-
form of the State’s existing employment rights and industrial 
relations structures.  The current complex structure involving 
five bodies will be replaced with a new reformed two-tier 
system compromising two bodies (the Workplace Relations 
Commission and an expanded Labour Court), supported by a 
single shared-services administration. 

08/07/2014WRL03550Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRL03600346. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his De-
partment or agencies under its auspices have engaged the services of a debt collection agency 
in pursuing money owed to his Department or its agencies; if his Department has guidelines 
regarding hiring such agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29333/14]

08/07/2014WRL03700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can advise 
the Deputy that my Department does not engage the services of any debt collection agency in 
pursuing money owed to my Department and, therefore, does not have guidelines regarding the 
hiring of such agencies.

The hiring of services of debt collection agencies is an operational matter for the individual 
Agencies under the aegis of my Department, for which I have no direct function.

I have asked each Agency under the aegis of my Department to advise me of any engage-
ment of debt collection services and guidelines regarding the hiring of such agencies, and I will 
communicate that information to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

08/07/2014WRL03750Company Registration

08/07/2014WRL03800347. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the way a 
company (details supplied) that applied for registration on 11 July 2013 was registered on the 
same day. [29361/14]

08/07/2014WRL03900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am advised 
by the Companies Registration Office (CRO) that the presenter filing on behalf of the company 
referred to by the Deputy submitted an application to incorporate this company online on the 
11th of July 2013.  The final completed documentation was processed by the CRO on the 15th 
July and the company was incorporated effective from the 15th of July 2013.

08/07/2014WRL03950Enterprise Support Services Provision

08/07/2014WRL04000348. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
grant support is available to enable the expansion of a business (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29383/14]

08/07/2014WRL04100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The company 
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that the Deputy is referring to wrote directly to my Department for advice on 30th June 2014.  A 
response issued from my office on the 30th June 2014 explaining that if the company has been 
refused credit from the bank they may be eligible to apply for credit under the Credit Guarantee 
Scheme or the Microenterprise Loan Fund Scheme.  The company has been advised to contact 
their Local Enterprise Office (LEO) in order to establish what supports and options may be 
available to them.  A link to the website ‘Supporting SMEs’ was also provided.  This online 
guide is part of the Irish Government’s Supporting SMEs campaign, to increase awareness of 
the range of Government supports for start-ups and small businesses.

The website address is www.localenterprise.ie/smeonlinetool/businessdetails.aspx  

The company may also wish to obtain advice regarding the Jobs Plus Scheme, an employer 
incentive scheme from the Department of Social Protection which is a simple, easily under-
stood and attractive scheme that will encourage employers to recruit from the cohort of the long 
term unemployed.  The incentive will be payable, on a monthly basis, over a two year period.

08/07/2014WRL04150Employment Rights

08/07/2014WRL04200349. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the legal basis an employer may have for making certain deductions (details supplied) from an 
employee’s wages; the recourse the employee, who may have since left the company, would 
have to have the matter pursued through the industrial relations machinery; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29553/14]

08/07/2014WRL04300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Payment 
of Wages Act 1991 establishes a range of rights for all employees in relation to payment of 
wages, one of which is protection against unlawful deductions from wages.  

However, section 5 of the Act permits an employer to make the following deductions (or 
receive the following payments) from the wages of an employee:

(a) any deduction (or payment) required or authorised in legislation; 

(b) any deduction or payment required or authorised by a term of the employee’s contract; 
and

(c) any deduction agreed to in writing in advance by the employee.  

Special restrictions are placed on employers in relation to deductions (or the receipt of pay-
ments from employees) from wages which:

-  arise from any act or omission of the employee, or

-  are in respect of the supply to the employee by the employer of goods or services which 
are necessary to the employment. 

These restrictions are as follows:

-  the deduction (or payment to the employer) must be provided for in the contract of em-
ployment in a term, whether express or implied and, if express, whether oral or in writing,

-  the employee must be given, at some time prior to the act or omission, or the provision of 
the goods or services, written details of the terms in the contract of employment governing the 
deduction (or payment to the employer) from wages. Where a written contract exists, a copy 
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of the term of the contract which provides for the deduction (or payment) must be given to the 
employee.  In any other case, the employee must be given written notice of the existence and 
effect of the term.

-  the amount of the deduction (or payment to the employer) must be fair and reasonable 
having regard to all the circumstances including the amount of the wages of the employee,

-  any deduction in respect of goods and services supplied or provided should not exceed the 
cost to the employer of the goods or services,

-  the deduction (or payment), must be made no later than 6 months after the act or omission 
became known to the employer or no later than 6 months after the provision of the goods or 
services.  However, if a series of deductions (or payments) are to be made in respect of a par-
ticular act or omission or in respect of the provision of goods and services, the first deduction 
(or payment) in the series must be made within the 6 month period.

In addition, any deduction (or payment to the employer) arising from any act or omission of 
an employee, must satisfy the following conditions:

-  the employee must be given particulars in writing of the act or omission and the amount 
of the deduction (or payment) at least one week before the deduction (or payment) is made,

-  if the deduction (or payment) is in respect of compensation for loss or damage sustained 
by the employer as a result of an act or omission of the employee, the amount of the deduction 
should not exceed the amount of the loss or the cost of the damage.

The Payment of Wages Act provides that, where an employee considers that there may have 
been a contravention of the Act, the employee may submit a complaint to a Rights Commission-
er within 6 months of the date of the alleged contravention (this may be extended to 12 months 
where a Rights Commissioner considers that there were exceptional circumstances for the delay 
in submitting the claim).  The Workplace Relations Customer Service Section of the National 
Employment Rights Authority (NERA) provides information on employees’ rights and how to 
obtain redress if an employee considers that their employment rights may have been infringed.  
NERA can be contacted at Lo-call: 1890 80 80 90 or via its website www.workplacerelations.
ie.  The Single Complaint Form for submitting complaints regarding breaches of employment 
rights is also available at www.workplacerelations.ie.  An explanatory booklet on the Payment 
of Wages Act is also available on that website.

08/07/2014WRL04350Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRL04400350. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; 
and if he will provide details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay 
cap from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount of the increase 
sought.  [29606/14]

08/07/2014WRL04500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The two Spe-
cial Advisors (details set out in tabular format below) appointed by me as Minister for Jobs, En-
terprise and Innovation were assigned in line with the Guidelines for Ministerial Appointments 
and as sanctioned by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  There are no Special 
Advisers appointed by my Department’s Ministers of State.

Special Advisers are to be placed on the Principal Officer scale, and in line with the Guide-
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lines for Ministerial Appointments, sanction for a higher rate of salary for Special Advisers 
may be granted by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, with the agreement of the 
Minister for Finance that takes account of the previous experience and relevant expertise of a 
particular candidate.  Given his previous experience and in light of the wide range of issues 
dealt with by my Department and the key role played by him as my Adviser, my Department 
wrote to the Department of Finance in April, 2011 requesting the sanction of the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform to the appointment of Mr. Ciaran Conlon as my Special Adviser 
at a higher rate, in line with the salary paid to Mr Conlon in his previous position and such sanc-
tion was granted.

Position Name Salary Scale*
Special Adviser Mr. Ciaran Conlon €118,840
Press Adviser Mr. Conor Quinn €75,647 - €92,550

* From 1st July 2013, in accordance with the adjustments to pay under the Financial Emer-
gency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2013 and the relevant provisions of the Haddington 
Road Agreement.

08/07/2014WRL04550Prompt Payments

08/07/2014WRL04600351. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the leg-
islative action he will take to tackle the increasing problem of delayed payment of outstanding 
invoices by businesses. [29759/14]

08/07/2014WRL04700352. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
confirm the average time taken by Departments in addressing invoices from suppliers; if his 
Department is working on reducing the time taken to settle invoices, particularly when involv-
ing small and medium-sized enterprises; and if his Department is engaging with Departments 
and the agencies under the remit of each Department on this matter. [29593/14]

08/07/2014WRL04800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 351 and 352 together.

Prompt Payment of invoices is critical to the effective working of any economy and is an 
issue on which this Government places great emphasis.

My Department promotes improved payment practices and monitors on a quarterly basis the 
operation of the Prompt Payment of Accounts Act, 1997 and the Late Payment in Commercial 
Transactions Regulation, 2012.

In addition to legislating for prompt payments, since 2009, Central Government Depart-
ments have been improving their respective payment times and are now obliged to pay their 
suppliers within 15 days of receipt of a valid invoice.  This 15 day prompt payment rule, intro-
duced by Government on a voluntary basis, was extended to the wider Public Sector in March, 
2011.

Departments are required to report quarterly to my Department on their performance in 
meeting this target.  The latest set of composite figures available are for Quarter 1 2014 and 
show that 90% of Government payments, valued at €466m, were paid to suppliers within 15 
days. 

As part of this new extended arrangement, parent Departments are required to publish on 
their respective websites quarterly composite reports covering those bodies under their aegis.  
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These comprehensive reporting arrangements ensure that Ministers can monitor the perfor-
mance of the bodies under their aegis and address any issue with those bodies who are not 
meeting obligations in respect of prompt payments.

The Action Plan for Jobs contains further commitments by Government in the area of late 
payments.  These include the introduction of a Prompt Payment Code of Conduct for business, 
currently being developed by business representative bodies in Ireland with the support of my 
Department and a national information campaign to raise awareness of the measures introduced 
both nationally and at EU level to combat late payments. These initiatives, together with the 
late payment legislation, demonstrate the Government’s continuing drive and commitment to 
encourage a prompt payment culture in Ireland.

08/07/2014WRL04850Trade Agreements

08/07/2014WRL04900353. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
report on the talks related to the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership and the Trade 
in Services Agreement; if he will outline the Government’s position; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [28241/14]

08/07/2014WRL05000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since the EU 
Council’s Decision in June 2013, to start negotiations with the US on a Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP), five negotiating rounds have taken place, the most recent tak-
ing place from 19-23 May in the US. This Round covered extensive technical discussion on a 
broad range of issues including regulatory issues, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, govern-
ment procurement, intellectual property rights, electronic commerce and telecommunications, 
environment, labour, small and medium-sized enterprises, and energy and raw materials. Some 
discussion has already started on the text of an agreement in relation to helping SMEs, techni-
cal barriers to trade and on competition.  The next round is due to take place during the week 
beginning 14 July, 2014.

Negotiations on TTIP can be summarised as covering three broad areas:

The first is market access, for goods, services, and public procurement.  The first tariff 
offers, that is, the immediate or phased elimination of import tariffs on an extensive list of 
goods, were exchanged earlier this year, and I expect that, over the next few weeks there will 
be further work and negotiations to extend the range of tariff free trade that can take place once 
TTIP comes into effect. On services, I understand that the US tabled its first offer last week, 
and Member States will meet shortly to discuss what has been proposed by the U.S. The Com-
mission expects that the EU’s first offer on services will be ready soon. Naturally there is an 
important level of confidentiality about the detail of both sides’ negotiating position, but I am 
hopeful that the greatest level of market access can be achieved for our services exporters and 
for those looking to penetrate the very large U.S. public procurement market.

The second area covered by the talks is “rules”, on trade facilitation (EU and US customs 
systems), state-owned enterprises (these should operate on commercial lines), on raw materials 
and energy (EU is looking for access to US oil/gas exports that are currently restricted), and on 
labour and the environment issues (no weakening of standards/protections). Coming to agree-
ment on these will also serve to set the standards for other Free Trade Agreements with trading 
partners, reduce the complexity for small companies to comply with many standards and mar-
ket regulations, and regulate markets in an open and transparent manner.

The third most difficult and complex, but most important aspect of the negotiations, is re-
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ducing regulatory burdens, which involve a multiplicity of sectoral regulations.  In particular, 
areas of regulation such as financial services, environment, and health and public safety are 
important here. In these areas there are legitimate but in many cases unfounded concerns about 
a possible lowering of regulatory standards.  In fact, both the EU and the US are equally com-
mitted to retaining the high standards that serve to protect consumers. The objective in TTIP 
is to address differences in standards between our two economies while at all times maintain-
ing the high levels of health, safety, environmental and other protection that is reflected in EU 
legislation.

Progress in respect of regulation, through harmonisation, mutual recognition or conver-
gence, is the most important area. Studies by the Commission show that changes here will yield 
the most net gains under the Agreement. The Commission’s impact assessment suggests that 
between two thirds and four fifths of the gains from a future agreement would come from cut-
ting red tape and having more coordination between regulators. It is important to see this as a 
two part issue:  the process of how regulation is enacted, and the sector specific solutions being 
negotiated.  How regulations are made, needs to be more transparent, with regulators deepening 
relationships with each other in order to address emerging issues together, such as setting stan-
dards for new technologies. Regulators are also discussing how to reduce the cost of meeting 
existing standards without affecting the levels of protection afforded by them. 

In addition, real progress on issues like car safety standards, ending double inspections at 
pharmaceutical and medical device plants, should, over time, reduce costs for business, regula-
tors and consumers. It is important to note that while regulatory aspects are one of the main 
elements of the TTIP negotiations, there is nothing in the negotiations that should prevent or 
undermine the rights of both sides to regulate, and the level of regulatory protection on both 
sides, be it environment, food, consumer safety, will not be lessened. 

As regards investment protection, the European Commission launched a public consultation 
last March on the investment protection provisions of a future Transatlantic Trade and Invest-
ment Partnership.  All stakeholders have had the opportunity to respond to this consultation, 
so that specific interests and concerns on investor protection and settlement of related disputes 
could be well understood by the European Commission, and used to better define the EU’s ap-
proach to investor protection in the TTIP negotiations.  The public consultation closed on 6 July, 
and I expect that the EU Commission will need a few weeks to fully analyse the contributions.

Further information on the negotiations, including background documents, are available on 
the European Commission’s TTIP website[http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/ttip]. 

My Department recently engaged international expertise to examine the economic and other 
impacts TTIP and related potential opportunities. The focus of this study will be to identify key 
areas and sectors of the economy that will be impacted by the TTIP. This work will help to in-
form our input to the European Union’s negotiating position and to identify appropriate policy 
responses to be deployed to maximise the potential of this historic agreement and provide an 
assessment of the longer term implications for enterprise policy.

I hosted a Conference in Dublin Castle on the 20th June to look at the opportunities for 
Ireland from the TTIP and to bring together at political and senior executive level, Oireachtas 
members, representatives of various economic interests (including farmers and trade unions), 
Government Departments, Agencies and Regulators, in order to explore opportunities that lie 
ahead for Ireland. 

At this stage it is too early to draw definitive conclusions about the impact of TTIP on our 
economy. However, initial assessments suggest that Ireland will benefit to a greater extent than 
the EU. Preliminary estimates point to a possible increase of 1.1% in GDP compared with a .5% 
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GDP increase for the EU as a whole. This could give rise to an increase of 8,000 jobs over the 
implementation period of the Partnership. 

As the negotiations advance, I will continue to look for an agreement that is comprehensive 
and balanced and one that delivers real trade and economic potential for our economy. In this 
context I recognise the need to minimise the impact of trade liberalisation and market opening 
on sensitive areas of the economy and will continue to express our concerns that any agreement 
respects our broad trade, economic and social interests and especially those of the Agriculture 
sector. 

As regards the Trade in Services Agreement, this is an ambitious multi-country set of ne-
gotiations for an agreement on trade in services between members of the World Trade Organi-
sation that are some of the largest importers and exporters of services. There are currently 22 
countries participating in the negotiations with the EU counting as one participant. These are 
Australia, Canada, Chile, Columbia, Costa Rica, Hong Kong, Iceland, Israel, Japan, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, South Korea, Switzerland, Taiwan, 
Turkey and the USA. 

Since the EU Council’s Decision in March, 2013 during the Irish Presidency that gave the 
formal green light for the EU to participate in these talks, eight rounds of negotiations have 
taken place, the eighth round having just concluded in the last week of June in Geneva. 

Ireland fully supports the EU’s approach in these negotiations. The exports of services are 
very important to the Irish economy. Last year the value of Ireland’s exports of services reached 
a new record of almost €95 billion; and with services imports worth €89 billion; Ireland had 
a trade surplus of €6 billion; for trade in services in 2013. An ambitious outcome in the Trade 
in Services Agreement negotiations is therefore very important for our economy.  While the 
negotiations are currently outside of the General Agreement for Trade in Services (GATS), it 
is intended that the Agreement will eventually come within the scope of the GATS, so that all 
WTO member countries can participate and benefit.

Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRM00125354. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
provide in tabular form details of increments paid since 2008 in his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30533/14]

08/07/2014WRM00137Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The number 
of staff in my Department who were awarded increments in each year in question is set out in 
tabular form below.

Year Number of Increments Paid
2008 499
2009 612
2010 530
2011 383
2012 368
2013 325

08/07/2014WRM00150Departmental Staff Rehiring
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08/07/2014WRM00200355. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of retired civil and public servants that have been rehired on temporary contracts 
or as consultants under his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those figures in tabular 
form, providing associated costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[30558/14]

08/07/2014WRM00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have set out 
in tabular format the information requested by the Deputy in relation to my Department. Costs 
to the Exchequer are minimised as appropriate through abatement of pensions to the individuals 
concerned.

Staffing of the Agencies under the auspices of my Department is a day to day matter for the 
Agencies concerned. I have asked the Agencies to respond directly to the Deputy.

Grade Retention/Rehire Remuneration
Assistant Principal 01/10/12 - 31/07/13. 

Departmental issues associated 
with Ireland’s Presidency of 
the EU

€61,966 per annum pro rata 
(abatement of pension in pay-
ment). The total cost to DJEI 
for the period of the reap-
pointment was €51,856.69.  

Accountant Grade 1 (Assis-
tant Principal equivalent)

From 13/11/13 to 20/12/13. 
Retained to complete outstand-
ing work in the Office of the 
Director of Corporate Enforce-
ment (ODCE)

AP equivalent €80,140 per 
annum pro rata. Pension 
deferred for the period of 
retention.

Principal Officer Irish Government representa-
tive and Deputy Chair of the 
Board of the European Chemi-
cals Agency (ECHA) based in 
Helsinki, Finland. Engaged as 
an expert and paid on a fee per 
day basis in respect of each 
Board meeting attended and 
also for attending meetings of 
the Board Sub-Committee as 
Chair.

Total cost:
€11,881.30 in 2011.
€10,117.81 in 2012.
€8,447.50 in 2013.
€4,829.88 in 2014.
[Note: After refunds were 
received from ECHA by 
DJEI, the net cost to DJEI 
for each year respectively 
was: €8426.51, €7,350.81, 
€7,043.50, and €3,879.88.]

Principal Officer From 1 March 2012 to Febru-
ary 2013 (i.e. to completion of 
Interdepartmental Committee 
Report). To establish facts of 
State involvement with the 
Magdalen Laundries

€1,889.03 fee for 2012. 
€8,678.15 fee for 2013.

Director of Corporate En-
forcement

29/2/12 – 27/8/12
Temporary Acting Director of 
ODCE, to complete outstand-
ing work of the ODCE.

€146,191 per annum pro rata. 
Abatement of pension for 
period of retention as Tempo-
rary Director.
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Grade Retention/Rehire Remuneration
Secretary General, Depart-
ment of Transport

From 16/6/2010 to Quarter 
2 2014. Chair of DJEI Audit 
Committee

In line with centrally agreed 
procedures for external audit 
committee members in the 
Civil Service, a fee is paid 
of €450 per meeting, subject 
to a maximum of €1,800 per 
annum. Payments to date: 
€3,150 in 2011 (in respect of 
2010 and 2011), and €1,800 
in 2012 and 2013 respec-
tively (gross of €1,800 less 
PAYE, PRSI, USC). €450 
paid in 2014 and this appoint-
ment has now ended in 2014.

08/07/2014WRM00350Free Travel Scheme Administration

08/07/2014WRM00400356. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
her plans to limit the use of bus passes for older persons on any of the bus routes which are 
being considered for privatisation; if she will provide assurances that passes will still be valid 
on all routes and times as is currently the case, post-privatisation of any routes; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29014/14]

08/07/2014WRM00500403. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
if she will confirm that the travel pass for senior citizens will not be withdrawn in budget 2015. 
[29549/14]

08/07/2014WRM00600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 356 and 403 together. 

The current free travel scheme provides free travel on the main public and private transport 
services for those eligible under the scheme. These include road, rail and ferry services pro-
vided by companies such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas 
and services provided by almost 90 private transport operators. At the end of May this year 
there were over 790,000 customers in receipt of free travel.

Funding for the free travel scheme was capped by the previous Government as outlined in 
the National Recovery Plan 2011-2014. To implement this funding cap during a time in which 
passenger numbers have been increasing each year the Department has had to impose a freeze 
on the amounts paid to companies and a complete restriction on the admittance of new compa-
nies or routes to the scheme. This has included new companies taking over previously extant 
routes. 

Given the increasing number of recipients, the funding pressures and the changes to the 
transport system such as the privatisation of some routes, the Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport and I established a working group with representatives from the two Departments, as 
well as the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the National Transport Author-
ity to review the free travel scheme. The purpose of this review is to examine and report on the 
current operation and future development of the free travel scheme. 

I appreciate the importance of the scheme and the value it provides to the hundreds of thou-
sands of mostly elderly people who use it.  I have no plans to take passes away from pensioners 
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nor to limit the use of passes for older persons on any of the bus routes which are being con-
sidered for privatisation.  It is important, however, to ensure that the scheme, which has been 
in operation for almost fifty years, can continue to operate in an efficient and sustainable way 
into the future.

08/07/2014WRM00650Birth Certificates Administration

08/07/2014WRM00700357. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Pro-
tection if her attention has been drawn to the need for an apostille stamp on a birth certificate for 
persons born in Northern Ireland when notifying intent to marry here despite the fact that other 
countries, namely, Denmark, Italy and France are exempted from this requirement in the same 
circumstances; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [29343/14]

08/07/2014WRM00800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In order to properly 
identify the parties to a marriage, the requirements under section 46 (7) of the Civil Registration 
Act, 2004, include, inter alia, the authentication of birth certificates.

This step is necessary to help ensure that the intended marriage is not for unlawful purposes. 
In this regard, it is not possible to discriminate between persons born outside this jurisdiction, 
either by exempting or targeting persons born in specific jurisdictions. 

There are two international conventions which govern the authentication of documents – 
The Hague Convention, 1961 which relates to the use of an apostille and the Brussels Conven-
tion, 1987 between member states of the EU. Generally, birth certificates issued by authorities 
outside this jurisdiction must bear an apostille or, in the case of a country that is not a signatory 
of the Hague Convention 1961, be attested by the relevant Embassy. 

All countries of the European Union are signatories of the Hague Convention. 

Certificates issued in a country which has signed and ratified the Brussels Convention are 
not required to bear an apostille when produced in another country which has ratified the con-
vention. The countries which have signed and ratified the Brussels Convention are - Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Ireland and Italy. The United Kingdom has signed, but not ratified, the Brus-
sels Convention and certificates issued in that jurisdiction are dealt with under the Hague Con-
vention and are therefore required to bear an apostille. 

The birth records of persons born in this jurisdiction must also be fully checked before a 
marriage registration form can be issued. However, there is no requirement for these records to 
be authenticated further, as the registrar taking the notice of intention to marry is in a position 
to do this.

08/07/2014WRM00850Civil Marriages Data

08/07/2014WRM00900358. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of registered solemnisers here, categorised by county and religious or secular group, 
currently and in each of the past ten years; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[29353/14]

08/07/2014WRM01000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Part 6 of the Civil 
Registration Act, 2004 which provides for the law relating to marriages was commenced in 
2007.  Prior to 2007 religious bodies were responsible for the registration of their own solem-
nisers. The tables below reflect this as figures prior to 2008 are not available.  



 8 July 2014

283

Table 1 contains details, broken down by county, of religious solemnisers. The ‘other’ figure 
in Table 1 refers to solemnisers whose address is outside the State and Northern Ireland. 

Table 2 contains details, broken down by county, of secular solemnisers. Secular marriage 
was introduced by the Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2012 which was commenced in 
2013.

Table 1 - Number of religious solemnisers by county

County 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Antrim 88 116 109 109 118 119 116
Armagh 47 65 68 72 73 74 80
Carlow 49 50 53 57 58 57 59
Cavan 95 98 101 100 101 105 104
Clare 111 121 121 126 126 124 127
Cork 510 533 548 559 570 578 592
Derry 88 91 97 99 99 106 107
Donegal 166 180 181 190 194 202 204
Down 64 99 101 102 103 110 113
Dublin 1238 1296 1375 1455 1540 1613 1678
Ferman-
agh

62 60 62 65 67 66 70

Galway 279 292 300 301 312 321 336
Kerry 130 141 139 147 150 150 152
Kildare 149 156 162 170 180 195 205
Kilkenny 92 97 99 100 103 104 109
Laois 48 53 55 54 58 58 61
Leitrim 39 38 41 42 43 44 45
Limerick 245 249 252 258 262 267 272
Longford 40 43 44 46 43 43 45
Louth 117 129 135 137 144 146 157
Mayo 146 153 150 153 157 157 164
Meath 162 179 190 202 221 227 235
Monaghan 62 68 70 70 70 73 69
Offaly 52 52 53 53 53 56 58
Roscom-
mon

66 69 73 79 82 86 84

Sligo 83 89 97 98 97 100 102
Tipperary 188 198 199 202 204 208 215
Tyrone 107 103 104 103 102 106 110
Waterford 99 99 104 107 109 109 90
West-
meath

78 82 83 86 84 89 92

Wexford 133 145 146 151 158 167 168
Wicklow 150 165 174 177 174 178 190
Other 66 135 124 135 154 150 164
Total 5049 5444 5610 5805 6009 6188 6373
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Table 2 – Number of secular solemnisers by county

County 2014
Clare 1
Cork 2
Dublin 6
Galway 1
Limerick 1
Meath 1
Wicklow 2
Total 14

08/07/2014WRM01050Rural Social Scheme Administration

08/07/2014WRM01100359. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the rural social scheme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29645/14]

08/07/2014WRM01200395. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will apply any derogations to assist community groups (details supplied) in County Kerry with 
problems that will potentially lead to the loss of vital community services in a socially disad-
vantaged area [29486/14]

08/07/2014WRM01300420. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
give immediate consideration to the provision of additional RSS spaces to the Implementing 
body operating in the locality Udaras na Gaeltachta (details supplied) and allow for the work 
being carried out historically, to continue long into the future; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [29753/14]

08/07/2014WRM01400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 359, 395 and 420 together. 

The purpose of the rural social scheme is to provide income support for farmers and those 
engaged in the fishing sector who have an entitlement to specified social welfare payments.  The 
scheme currently provides work opportunities for around 2,600 participants and 130 supervi-
sory staff.  Údarás na Gaeltachta has an RSS allocation of 437 participants and 21 supervisors.  
I do not propose allocating additional places to Údarás given its own capacity to locate the ex-
isting level of placements to meet identified community needs across the Gaeltacht area.  The 
Deputies should also note that Údarás is also engaged by the Department of Social Protection 
to deliver Tús and community employment in Gaeltacht areas and has considerable resources at 
its disposal to manage the situation identified with local community organisations.  The funds 
allocated for the RSS for 2014 amount to €45m which should enable the scheme to continue as 
in previous years.

08/07/2014WRM01450School Meals Programme

08/07/2014WRM01500360. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
her Department has ever examined or had costed or conducted a feasibility study for a school 
meals programme for every school. [29728/14]
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08/07/2014WRM01600361. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost of the school meals programme during the 2013/2014 academic year; and the number of 
schools it covers. [29729/14]

08/07/2014WRM01700362. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
her plans to increase the number of schools that may avail of the school meals programme. 
[29730/14]

08/07/2014WRM01800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 360 to 362, inclusive, together. 

The school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food services to 
some 1,600 schools and organisations which benefits approximately 205,000 children through 
two schemes for the current academic year, at a total cost of €37 million. The first is the statu-
tory urban school meals scheme, operated by local authorities and part-financed by the Depart-
ment.  The second is the school meals local projects scheme through which funding is provided 
directly to participating schools and local and voluntary community groups who run their own 
school meals projects. 

Despite pressure on the social protection budget, the Government allocated an additional €2 
million for the school meals programme in 2013, increasing the total allocation to €37 million. 
The additional €2 million was used to extend the school meals local projects scheme to some 
100 additional DEIS and special schools benefiting over 9,700 children.  

The school meals scheme is in place to provide support to disadvantaged children and prior-
ity is given to schools which are part of the Department of Education and Skills’ initiative for 
disadvantaged schools, ‘Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools’ (DEIS). Analysis un-
dertaken with the Department of Education and Skills shows that there are currently 850 DEIS 
schools of which 715 are participating in the school meals programme. Applications from DEIS 
schools not currently participating in the scheme will continue to be accepted by the Depart-
ment. 

Budget 2014 announced the provision of breakfast clubs to support school going children 
in disadvantaged areas.  Correspondence has issued to 12 DEIS schools currently participat-
ing in the scheme which have applied for funding towards a breakfast club for the forthcoming 
academic year. 

The Department has not examined or conducted a feasibility study to extend the school 
meals programme to every school. Any further extension of the scheme could only be consid-
ered in a budgetary context.

08/07/2014WRM01850JobsPlus Scheme

08/07/2014WRM01900363. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the reason 
persons who are in receipt of one parent family as opposed to other payments are being denied 
the chance to participate on JobsPlus, having successfully completed JobsBridge, in view of 
the fact that they are the best candidates for the positions; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [28987/14]

08/07/2014WRM02000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobsPlus provides a 
direct monthly financial incentive to employers who recruit employees from those who are long 
term on the live register. JobsPlus is biased in favour of those who are longer term unemployed. 
It provides employers with two levels of payment: €7,500 over two years where a jobseeker 
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who is 12-24 months on the live register is recruited and €10,000 for each person recruited who 
has been unemployed for more than 24 months. The subsidy is paid in monthly instalments over 
a two year period provided the employment is maintained. 

To qualify as an eligible employee for the €7,500 incentive, a jobseeker must be at least 12 
months (312 days) on the Live Register in the previous 18 months. To qualify as an eligible 
employee for the higher incentive of €10,000, a jobseeker must be at least 24 months (624 days) 
on the Live Register in the previous 30 months. Periods spent on an internship under JobBridge 
are counted towards eligibility and interns can be supported directly from JobBridge once the 
eligibility criteria are satisfied. 

A person on a one parent family payment is not considered eligible given the focus of Job-
sPlus on recruitment from those longer term unemployed and receiving a jobseekers payment. 
The Department is currently finalising a review of the initial phase of implementing JobsPlus. 
The review will consider eligibility criteria currently in place and if these continue to be appro-
priate to meet the objectives set for JobsPlus.  The Deputy will appreciate that any broadening 
of eligibility will have cost implications and these will require consideration in the context of 
the forthcoming budget. 

Since its launch in July 2013 to the end of May 2014, JobsPlus has supported 2,385 jobseek-
ers in full-time employment with 1,811 employers nationally. Around 60% of jobseekers being 
supported had been on the Live Register for over 24 months at the time of recruitment. 

08/07/2014WRM02050Social Welfare Benefits Data

08/07/2014WRM02100364. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the current number of citizens who are signing for credited contributions with her Department 
and are not in receipt of a social protection payment; and the cost of providing access to acti-
vation schemes for a cohort of 3,000, 5,000 and 7,000, respectively, of these citizens who are 
currently ineligible for schemes such as community employment, Tús, Gateway and JobBridge.  
[28989/14]

08/07/2014WRM02200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As of June 2014, 
36,013 citizens were signing for credited contributions with the Department. None of these citi-
zens were in receipt of a payment from the Department. The Deputy should note that JobBridge 
internships are open to those signing for social insurance credits for 3 months or more.

The average annual cost of a placement on Community Employment (CE), Tús and Rural 
Social Scheme (RSS) is in the range €14,500 to €15,946 per annum depending on the scheme.  
These costs are inclusive of the participant wage costs (the equivalence of their prior social 
protection payment plus €20 per week); employer PRSI; training grants to sponsor bodies (if 
appropriate); service fees; materials and supervisory costs. 

The total net average additional cost to the Exchequer of employing a qualifying person on 
work placement/training schemes is estimated at approximately €4,500 per annum.  The gross 
costs of additional participants on CE, Tús and RSS who are not currently receiving a social 
protection payment is estimated to be in the range €43.5m to €46.5m for 3,000 participants, 
€72.5m to €77.3m for 5,000 participants and €101.5m to €108.2m for 7,000 additional partici-
pants depending on the scheme.

08/07/2014WRM02250One-Parent Family Payments
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08/07/2014WRM02300365. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the cost of reversing reductions in the earnings disregard for the one parent family payment 
introduced in Budget 2012. [28998/14]

08/07/2014WRM02400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The one-parent fam-
ily payment (OFP) has played an important role in providing income support to lone parents 
since its introduction in 1997.  The number of OFP recipients stood at 74,426 in June, 2014, and 
an estimated €863 million is expected to be spent on the scheme during 2014.

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2012, contains provisions to reduce, on a phased 
basis, the income disregard of the OFP scheme for both new and existing recipients of the pay-
ment.  The income disregard was reduced from €146.50 per week to €130 per week in  January, 
2012, from €130 per week to €110 per week in January, 2013, and from €110 per week to its 
current limit of €90 per week in January, 2014.  It will be further reduced from €90 per week to 
€75 per week in January, 2015, and from €75 per week to €60 per week in January, 2016.

The savings arising from the full implementation of the reduction of the OFP income dis-
regard as outlined in Budget 2012 are estimated to be approximately €76 million in a full year. 

08/07/2014WRM02450Family Income Supplement Expenditure

08/07/2014WRM02500366. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the budget allocation in her Department for family income supplement in the years 2012, 2013 
and to date in 2014. [28999/14]

08/07/2014WRM02600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The table below de-
tails the allocations for family income supplement contained in the Revised Estimates Volumes 
for the period 2012 to 2014, inclusive, as well as the out-turns  for 2012 and 2013.  Expenditure 
on the scheme to end May of this year was €118.6 million (provisional) or €2.1 million ahead 
of profile.

- 2012
€000

2013
€000

2014
€000

REV Estimate 223,800 229,600 281,700
Outturn 223,608 261,758

08/07/2014WRM02650Back to Education Allowance Payments

08/07/2014WRM02700367. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the cost of increasing the rate of back to education allowance to recipients of the payment aged 
under 26 years to €188 per week. [29000/14]

08/07/2014WRM02800368. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the cost of restoring child benefit to families with children who are in full-time second level 
education but who have reached 18 years of age. [29002/14]

08/07/2014WRM02900427. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will refrain from further reducing or altering the household benefits and free travel pass facili-
ties in Budget 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29897/14]

08/07/2014WRM03000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 367, 368 and 427 together. 
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The estimated cost, based on recipient data at end April last, of increasing the maximum 
personal rate of back to education allowance for all under 26 year olds to €188 is estimated at 
€3 million in a full year. 

The estimated cost, based on Department of Education and Skills data in relation to full time 
second level participation at the beginning of 2013, of paying child benefit to families in respect 
of their 18 year old children in full-time second-level education is €42.5 million in a full year.

I and my colleagues in Cabinet appreciate the importance of the free travel scheme and the 
value it provides to the hundreds of thousands of mostly elderly people who use it.  The scheme 
has been fully protected in each of the three Budgets introduced by this Government, and I do 
not envisage any changes in the forthcoming Budget.

The 2015 Budget will be considered by Government in the forthcoming months and will 
be announced on October 14. Changes to the back to education allowance, child benefit, and 
household benefits schemes would have to be considered in that context.

08/07/2014WRM03050Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRM03100369. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form the number of staff in her Department currently on a sabbatical/career 
break broken down by 0-6 months; 6-12 months; 1-2 years; 2-3 years; 4-5 years; 5 years plus; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29091/14]

08/07/2014WRM03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Details of the num-
ber of staff from my Department currently on career breaks are provided below indicating the 
duration since the career break commenced. All career breaks are sanctioned for a minimum 
period of six months.

Career Breaks Number of staff
On Career Break for less than 6 months 2
On Career Break for a period between 6 months and 1 year 3
On Career Break for a period between 1 and 2 years 21
On Career Break for a period between 2 and 3 years 14
On Career Break for a period between 3 and 4 years 8
On Career Break for a period between 4 and 5 years 1
On Career Break for a period over 5 years 4

08/07/2014WRM03250Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRM03300370. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form, the total photography costs for her Department since coming to office 
inclusive of costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which 
photographers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with 
each occasion that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of pho-
tographers within her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29108/14]

08/07/2014WRM03400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Photography ser-
vices are used, in conjunction with some press releases and conferences, to communicate the 
Department’s initiatives, schemes and services to customers and to the regional and national 
media.  Since March 2011, photography services were used for the occasions as set out in the 
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table below.  The total cost from that date is €11,477.

The procurement of these photography services is carried out in accordance with national 
and EU procurement procedures and since March 2012, the Department has been procuring 
photography services under the Framework Agreement established by the Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade in February 2012.

Full details of the Framework are available online via the National Procurement Services 
contract list at www.procurement.ie.

I do not use my ministerial allowance for this purpose.

Year: Details Photographer Cost (€)
2011
29 July 2011 Launch of JobBridge Maxwells 1,035.16
16 Aug 2011 Departmental Summer School, 

Maynooth
Kevin Morris Photogra-
phy

950.00

07 Nov 2011 Mortgage Arrears Seminar Ark Photography 254.10
09 Nov 2011 Social Inclusion Forum Ark Photography and 

Dragana Jurisic
547.50

21 Nov 2011 2 Social Inclusion Projects Ark Photography 326.70
Total 2011: €3,113.46

2012
13 Feb 2012 Launch of ‘Partial Capacity’ 

and ‘Employability’
Maxwells 338.25

23 Feb 2012 Launch of Pathways to Work Maxwells 536.28
27 Apr 2012 Opening of Community Cam-

pus in Phibblestown
Lensmen 280.44

06 Sep 2012 Launch of Mortgage Informa-
tion Helpline

Ark Photography 258.30

13 Sep 2012 Launch of Good Practice 
Guide for Breakfast Clubs

Ark Photography 184.50

17 Sep 2012 Presentation of Report of the 
Actuarial Review of the Social 
Insurance Fund 

Ark Photography 184.50

15 Oct 2012 Launch of Intreo, Sligo Joe Travers 300.00
19 Oct 2012 Intreo roadshow in Limerick Picsure Ltd (Kieran 

Clancy)
233.70

26 Oct 2012 Employer roadshow in Galway Joe Travers 125.00
01 Nov 2012 Employer roadshow in Cork Tony O’Connell Photog-

raphy
227.00

16 Nov 2012 Employer roadshow in Dublin Ark Photography 258.30
Total 2012: €2,926.27

2013
22 Mar 2013 Launch of Intreo in Tallaght Lensmen 323.48
16 Apr 2013 Launch of JobBridge Arts in 

Killarney
MacMonagle Photogra-
phy

338.25
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Year: Details Photographer Cost (€)
19 Apr 2013 Briefing for Employers in 

Blanchardstown and Launch of 
Intreo in Blanchardstown) 

Lensmen 851.25

1 May 2013 Publication of Indecon Report 
on JobBridge

Lensmen 589.79

2 May 2013 EU Presidency Conference, 
Leuven

Peter Cavanagh 707.25

10 May 2013 Kilkenny Local Office Vicky Comerford 123.00
18 July 2013 Launch of Pathways to Work Maxwells 482.16
25 Sept 2013 Inaugural Meeting of the La-

bour Market Advisory Council 
Maxwells 424.35

22 Nov 2013 Launch of Intreo in Loughrea Joe Travers 225.00
Total 2013: €4,064.53

2014
15 Jan 2014 Launch of Benefit of Work 

ready reckoner and official 
opening of Intreo in Ballyfer-
mot office

Ark Photography 322.88

20 Jan 2014 Official opening of Intreo in 
Limerick

Kieran Clancy 221.40

21 Feb 2014 Official opening of Intreo in 
Castlebar

Joe Travers 300.00

3 April 2014 Medical Assessor Admin Con-
ference

Bobby Studios Photogra-
phy

270.60

06 June 2014 Launch of Interim Report of 
Labour Market Council 

Ark Photography 258.30

Total 2014 to date: €1,373.18
Overall Total: €11,477.44

Photography Costs 2008, 2009 and 2010

Year Details Photographer Cost (€)
2008
08.05.2007 Telephone Allowance Scheme 

(paid in 2008)
Maxwells 611

04.01.2008 Promotion of MABS helpline Maxwells 583
28.02.2008 Launch of ‘Work it Out’ Maxwells 619
04.03.2008 Launch of Green Paper for Pen-

sions
Leo Murphy 250

01.04.2008 All Ireland Free Travel Maxwells 669
08.04.2008 One Family new futures project Maxwells 220
18.04.2008 Public Service Awards Maxwells 561
18.04.2008 Family Forum John Power 216
15.05.2008 Public Service awards Maxwells 64
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Year Details Photographer Cost (€)
22.05.2008 Mobile phone assistance for 

pensioners 
Maxwells 953

26.05.2008 Minister officiating at event in 
Dun Laoghaire

Maxwells 220

29.05.2008 Pensions Green Paper Maxwells 607
25.06.2008 Working with spouses Event Maxwells 1,610
18.07.2008 MABS & Citizens Information 

Centre
Dave Meehan 944

21.07.2008 Prints Maxwells 83
25.07.2008 Opening of new SW office in 

Tullamore
Maxwells 1,469

16.09.2008 Opening of SW office in Bray Maxwells 830
16.09.2008 Working for Work publication Maxwells 621
17.09.2008 Launch of Pension Stamp Maxwells 966
23.09.2008 Pre Budget Forum Maxwells 682
15.10.2008 Launch of Transition Pack Mac Innes 99
15.10.2008 Jpeg image Maxwells 30
23.10.2008 Pensioners group Maxwells 678
31.10.2008 MABS Office in Blanchard-

stown
Maxwells 962

21.11.2008 OECD Report on Sickness and 
Disability

Fennell 744

26.11.2008 Social Inclusion Forum Maxwells  470
2008 Total 15,761

2009
29.11.2008 Families in Ireland event (paid 

in 2009)
SKP & Associates 528

30.01.2009 Opening of new Social Welfare 
Office in Ballymun

Maxwells 784

30.01.2009 Jpeg Opening of new SW office 
in Ballymun

Maxwells 91

29.10.2009 Bilateral Social Security Agree-
ment with Japan

Maxwells 525

30.10.2009 Opening of Social Welfare 
Office in Kings Inn’s Street, 
Dublin

Maxwells 502

2009 Total 2,430
2010
05.02.2010 Irish Programme for EU Year 

for combatting poverty and 
social exclusion

Maxwells 781

05.02.2010 Jpeg Irish Prog. for EU Year for 
combatting poverty & social 
exclusion

Maxwells 212

04.03.2010 Provision for new Auto Enrol-
ment Pension Scheme

Maxwells 811
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Year Details Photographer Cost (€)
23.04.2010 Promotion of EU Year for 

Combatting Poverty & Social 
Exclusion 

Maxwells 621

13.05.2010 Photograph of former Secretary 
Generals of the Department

Dave G Kelly 100

22.06.2010 Launch of Employer Job PRSI 
Incentive Scheme

Maxwells 579

2010 Total 3,104

08/07/2014WRM03450Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRM03500371. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide, in tabular form, the use of external public relations firms employed by her Department 
since coming to office; the list of uses of the external public relations firm; the internal Depart-
ment policy with regard to employing external groups; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [29125/14]

08/07/2014WRM03600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In line with Depart-
ment of Social Protection policy, the press office deals with all media queries and public rela-
tions matters. It is the Department’s policy to use in-house resources as much as possible and to 
restrict the use of external firms to a minimum.  During this period, the Department has used the 
services of one external public relations firm for training purposes, details of which are outlined 
in the following table.

Year Company Function Cost 
2012 Carr Communications, 

5 Northumberland Road, 
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4

Communications train-
ing for senior manage-
ment

€5,150

08/07/2014WRM03650Carer’s Allowance Applications

08/07/2014WRM03700372. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
progress to date in determination of an application for carer’s allowance in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; when a decision is expected in this case; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29131/14]

08/07/2014WRM03800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 6th 
March 2014. The person concerned was refused carers allowance on the grounds that the care 
recipient is not so disabled as to require full time care and attention as prescribed in regulations. 
She was notified of this decision on the 2nd of July 2014, the reason for it and of her right of 
review or appeal.

Disability Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRM03900373. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
determination will be made on an appeal for a disability allowance in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Cork [29134/14]



 8 July 2014

293

08/07/2014WRM04000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 23 May 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. 
When these papers have been received from the Department, the appeal in question will be 
referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Free Travel Scheme Payments

08/07/2014WRM04100374. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protec-
tion if her Department will immediately allocate funding support to the provider and licence 
holder of the Buncrana, County Donegal to Derry City bus route to reinstate the rights of the 
elderly and disabled free bus pass holders who avail of the service. [29143/14]

08/07/2014WRM04200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The current free 
travel scheme provides free travel on the main public and private transport services for those 
eligible under the scheme. These include road, rail and ferry services provided by companies 
such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and services pro-
vided by almost 90 private transport operators. There are currently over 780,000 people in 
receipt of free travel. 

Funding for the free travel scheme was capped by the previous Government as outlined in 
the National Recovery Plan 2011-2014. To implement this funding cap during a time in which 
passenger numbers have been increasing each year the Department has had to impose a freeze 
on the amounts paid to companies and a complete restriction on the admittance of new compa-
nies or routes to the scheme. This has included new companies taking over previously extant 
routes. 

Given the increasing number of recipients and the funding pressures, the Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport and I established a working group with representatives from the two 
Departments, as well as the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the National 
Transport Authority to review the free travel scheme. The purpose of this review is to examine 
and report on the current operation and future development of the free travel scheme. 

I appreciate the importance of the scheme to customers, particularly pensioners, and am 
aware of the closure of Lough Swilly Bus Company and the implications for travel pass holders 
in that area.  Department officials have had discussions with the National Transport Authority 
on this and other matters of concern to the scheme in the context of the review of the scheme.  
The work of this group is expected to conclude shortly.

Rent Supplement Scheme Expenditure

08/07/2014WRM04300375. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of persons that have been given rent supplement in excess of the maximum amount by 
her Department after making contact with the Threshold phoneline. [29146/14]
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08/07/2014WRM04400432. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
if there is any bar on a private landlord registered with the Private Residential Tenancies Board 
offering rental accommodation to a rent supplement eligible tenant who is also a family mem-
ber. [29930/14]

08/07/2014WRM04500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 375 and 432 together. 

The purpose of the rent supplement scheme is to provide short-term income support to 
assist with reasonable accommodation costs of eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation who are unable to provide for their accommodation costs from their own resources. 
The overall aim is to provide short term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other 
social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer. There are currently approximately 76,000 
rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €344 million for 2014. 

There is no specific restriction on landlords renting to family members provided all of the 
qualifying criteria for the rent supplement scheme have been met. Under the rules governing 
entitlement to rent supplement, the Department must establish that the applicant is a bona fide 
tenant. In determining whether the applicant is a bona fide tenant the Department will generally 
require documentary evidence including: details of the lease agreement; proof of ownership of 
the property; documentation that the tenancy has been registered with the PRTB; and documen-
tation detailing payments made to the landlord.

The Department has agreed a protocol with the Dublin local authorities, in conjunction with 
voluntary organisations, so that families in receipt of rent supplement and at risk of losing exist-
ing private rented accommodation can have more timely and appropriate interventions made on 
their behalf.  The public awareness campaign “Preventing Families from becoming Homeless 
in the Dublin Region” was launched on 17th June 2014 to advertise this protocol. As of 4th   
July 2014, 20 cases have been referred to the Department of which 6 rent supplement recipients 
were provided with increased rental payments.  The remaining 14 cases are being processed in 
line with the terms of the protocol.    

I can assure the Deputies that Department officials have considerable experience in dealing 
with customers of the scheme and continue to make every effort to ensure that their accommo-
dation needs are met.

Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRM04600376. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the total 
amount spent on external IT consultants by her Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to 
date in 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29160/14]

08/07/2014WRM04700377. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if her De-
partment has re-negotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [29179/14]

08/07/2014WRM04800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 376 and 377 together. 

The Department is engaged in a number of service delivery modernisation and transforma-
tion programmes involving business process, organisational and technological change.  These 
programmes are supported by the procurement of external development services (IT external 
service provision) as well as engagement of external IT consultants to provide strategic techni-
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cal advice.  A breakdown of the annual expenditure on consultancy & IT external service provi-
sion for previous years is available on the Department’s website www.welfare.ie.

The procurement of external IT consultancy services is essential to support the Department 
in providing high quality service to the public in a cost effective and efficient manner.  External 
IT consultants are engaged for a fixed period following procurement exercises conducted in ac-
cordance with Department procedures that are compliant with EU and national legislation, and 
with guidelines set down by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  IT consultancy 
contracts in place prior to March 2011 have now expired.  New contracts have since been put in 
place as appropriate and in accordance with relevant guidelines.     

The tables below set out the expenditure details for IT consultancy for the years 2008 to 
2013, and year to June for 2014.

I am satisfied that the engagement of external IT consultants provides valuable support for 
the Department’s service delivery modernisation and transformation programmes and that pro-
curement of external IT consultants is compliant with best practice in realising value for money.

IT Consultancy Year 2008

Contractor Purpose €
Naked Objects SDM - Business Objects Modelling 

Advice & Expertise
€435,120

Ernst & Young Information Security Support €120,000
Deloitte IS Audit Consultancy €118,403
Hewlett Packard Ireland Limited Implementation of Centralised Infra-

structural Management System
€81,266

Lan Communications Network Security Consultancy €37,455
Rits Information Security Forensic Investigation Services €30,454
TOTAL €822,698

IT Consultancy Year 2009

Contractor Purpose €
Naked Objects Group Ltd SDM - Technical Development 

Advice
€216,906

Naked Objects Group Ltd SDM - Business Objects Modelling 
Advice & Expertise

€169,857

Deloitte & Touche Information Systems Audit Consul-
tancy

€99,731

Ernst & Young Provision of a Security Partner to 
provide ongoing Information Secu-
rity Support

€98,415

Deloitte & Touche Provision of Forensic Investigation 
Services

€6,560

TOTAL €591,469

IT Consultancy Year 2010

Contractor Purpose €
Naked Objects Group Ltd                                   SDM - Technical Development 

Advice
€137,255

Naked Objects Group Ltd            SDM - Business Objects Modelling 
Advice & Expertise

€105,289
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Contractor Purpose €
Deloitte & Touche                  Information Systems Audit Consul-

tancy
€67,175

Ernst & Young                        Provision of a Security Partner to 
provide ongoing Information Secu-
rity Support

€29,889

Deloitte & Touche      Provision of Confidential Forensic 
Investigation Services

€8,671 

TOTAL €348,279

IT Consultancy Year 2011

Contractor Purpose €
Naked Objects Technical Development Advice                                             €144,644
Naked Objects Business Objects Modelling Advice & 

Expertise 
€92,104

Deloitte & Touche IS Audit Consultancy/Computer Audit 
Assistance                                                            

€14,792

Deloitte & Touche Confidential Forensic Investigation 
Services  

€7,109

TOTAL €258,649

IT Consultancy Year 2012

Contractor Purpose €
Naked Objects Group Ltd SDM - Technical Development 

Advice
€199,260

Naked Objects Group Ltd SDM - Business Objects Modelling 
Advice & Expertise

€108,486

Accenture FÁS ICT Applications Systems 
Review

€44,772

Deloitte & Touché IS Internal Audit Services €39,541
Deloitte & Touché Security Partner to provide ongoing 

Information Security Support
€27,675

Ernst & Young Security Partner to provide ongoing 
Information Security Support

€7,623

Rits Confidential Forensic Services €4,654
TOTAL €432,011

IT Consultancy Year 2013

Contractor Purpose €
Naked Objects Group Ltd BOMi - Business Objects Modelling 

Advice & Expertise
€234,463

Naked Objects Group Ltd BOMi- Technical Development 
Advice

€168,181

Haywood Associates BOMi- Technical Development 
Advice

€87,871

Deloitte & Touché IS Internal Audit Services €48,688
Accenture Mobile Opportunity Exploration €33,388
Microsoft Support to Technical Architecture 

Group
€11,515
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Contractor Purpose €
Deloitte & Touché Provision of Security Partner Ser-

vices
€6,540

TOTAL €590,646

IT Consultancy Year 2014

Contractor Purpose Spend to 13th June 2014 €
Naked Objects Group Business Objects Modelling Advice 

& Expertise
€98,487

Haywood Associates Technical Development Advice €87,305
Microsoft Support to Technical Architecture 

Group
€14,841

TOTAL €200,633

Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRM04900378. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under her Department’s 
remit made since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies in State boards under her De-
partment’s remit since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies in State boards under her 
Department’s remit publically advertised since March 2011 to date; and the number of appoint-
ments to State boards under her remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process. 
[29197/14]

08/07/2014WRM05000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The statutory bodies 
operating under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Citizens Information 
Board, the Pensions Authority, the Pensions Ombudsman (which does not have a Board) and 
the Social Welfare Tribunal.

Details of appointments to the Boards since March 2011 are set out in the table below: 

Agency/Board Number of Ap-
pointments to 
State Boards 

Number of Vacan-
cies 

Number of  vacan-
cies Publically  
Advertised 

Number of ap-
pointments made 
from the Public 
Advertisement 
Process

Citizens Information 
Board (CIB)

4* 6** 3 1

PensionsBoard Nil 2 Nil Nil
Pensions Authority 3 3 Nil Nil
Social Welfare Tri-
bunal

6 6 Nil Nil

The Pensions Board  was renamed the Pensions Authority on 7 March 2014.

* Three of the 4 appointments did not require public advertisement as they are CIB and 
Minister’s representatives.

**There are currently two vacancies on the Citizens Information Board.

08/07/2014WRN00100Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility
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08/07/2014WRN00200379. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will ensure that a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6 will be provided with the rent allow-
ance they are entitled to as a matter of urgency as they are currently facing an eviction threat; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29223/14]

08/07/2014WRN00300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned applied for rent supplement on 15th May 2014. She was requested to provide further 
documentation in support of her application in order that her claim could be processed. The 
outstanding information was provided on 30th June 2014, and as a result her application has 
now been approved. She has been sent written notification of this decision and her first payment 
which will include the arrears due to her will be issued on 10th July 2014.

08/07/2014WRN00400Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRN00500380. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the progress to date in determination of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29259/14]

08/07/2014WRN00600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 9th May 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. 
When these papers have been received from the Department, the appeal in question will be 
referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

08/07/2014WRN00700Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRN00800381. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
progress to date in determination of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kildare who cares for her mother on a full time basis; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29260/14]

08/07/2014WRN00900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 7th February 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought from the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office on the 9th June 2014 and the case was referred to an Appeals Officer 
23rd   June 2014 who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evi-
dence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.
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08/07/2014WRN01000Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRN01100382. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
progress to date in determination of appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29263/14]

08/07/2014WRN01200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on the 24th January 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the 
relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought from the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office on the 13th June 2014 and the case was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on the 23rd June 2014 who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/07/2014WRN01300Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRN01400383. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the progress to date in determination of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29264/14]

08/07/2014WRN01500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Carer’s allowance 
was stopped on 26th February 2014 following a review on the grounds that the care recipient 
was found to no longer require full time care and attention as prescribed in regulations. The 
person in question appealed this decision and submitted additional medical evidence in support 
of their application. However, following review by a deciding officer of all the evidence in this 
case, the decision to disallow has been confirmed. All the necessary papers have recently been 
submitted to the Social Welfare Appeals Office for determination.  The Social Welfare Appeals 
Office will be in touch with the person directly regarding the progress of the appeal.

08/07/2014WRN01600Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRN01700384. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
and when an oral hearing will take place in respect of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare, if and when a decision is expected to issue; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [29266/14]

08/07/2014WRN01800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an 
Appeals Officer who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 8th July 2014.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.
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08/07/2014WRN01900Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRN02000385. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the progress to date in determination of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29267/14]

08/07/2014WRN02100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in 
that office on 23rd May 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/07/2014WRN02200Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRN02300386. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of bills her Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory im-
pact assessments that her Department has published since March 2011; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [29299/14]

08/07/2014WRN02400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I have published 
nine Bills since taking office, eight of which have been enacted.  Details of these Bills are set 
out in the table.

Regulatory Impact Analyses (RIAs) are undertaken by the Department of Social Protection 
in accordance with the relevant guidelines published by the Department of the Taoiseach relat-
ing to significant legislative, policy and other changes.  

A Regulatory Impact Analysis is not ordinarily undertaken on the package of tax, welfare 
and other measures announced in the annual Budget Day Statements.  As most of the Social 
Welfare Bills which have been published since March 2011 have provided for the implemen-
tation of various budgetary measures, RIAs have not been considered necessary in relation to 
these measures.  Social Welfare Bills also provide for a range of other miscellaneous and tech-
nical amendments to the social welfare code and these types of amendment are not considered 
amenable to the undertaking of an RIA.

Where significant non-budgetary changes have been provided for in the Bills which I have 
published, Regulatory Impact Analyses have been undertaken.  Two such RIAs have been pub-
lished since March 2011.  One of these RIAs relates to amendments to the funding standard 
applying to defined benefit pension schemes, which were provided for in Part 3 of the Social 
Welfare and Pensions Act 2012.  This RIA is available at  http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/
riapension.pdf.

The other RIA relates to the measures to provide for the transposition of certain aspects of 
Directive 2010/41/EU on the principle of equal treatment between men and women engaged 
in an activity in a self-employed capacity, in so far as they relate to ensuring that the spouse or 
civil partner of a self-employed worker can benefit from social protection in accordance with 
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national law. The amendments necessary to transpose these provisions are contained in section 
19 of the Social Welfare and Pensions Bill 2014 (as passed by Dáil Éireann). This RIA is avail-
able at http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/RIADirective2010-41-EU.pdf.

In addition, Part 4 of the Social Welfare and Pension (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 
implemented the recommendations of the Critical Review of the Pension Board.  This review, 
which involved a public consultation process, was carried out under the Public Service Reform 
plan.  This review is available at http://www.welfare.ie/en/pressoffice/pdf/Report-of-the-Criti-
cal-Review-23-April-2013.pdf.

Part 3 of the Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act 2013 provided for changes in the man-
ner in which the resources of a defined benefit pension scheme are distributed on the wind up 
of a pension scheme. On the publication of this Bill, the Department of Social Protection also 
published a report by Mercer on the changes to occupational pensions.  This report undertook 
a detailed modelling exercise of different approaches to the changes to the order of priority 
given to the disbursement of assets when a defined benefit pension scheme winds up.   This 
is available at http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/Mercer-Review-of-Pension-Scheme-Wind-
Up-Priority.pdf.  

The Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2012 provided for an extension of the list of bod-
ies authorised to solemnise marriages.  As these changes were of a minor nature, an RIA was 
not considered necessary in the case of this Act. 

Bills Initiated by Minister for Social Protection since March 2011

Title of Bill Status RIA Undertaken
Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2011

Enacted 29th June 2011 Not considered necessary

Social Welfare Act 2011 Enacted 19th December 
2011

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2012

Enacted 1st May 2012 RIA undertaken on Part 3 of 
Act

Social Welfare Act 2012 Enacted 21st December 
2012

Not considered necessary

Civil Registration (Amend-
ment) Act 2012

Enacted 26th December 
2012

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2013

Enacted 28th June 2013 Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2013

Enacted 9th November 2013 Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
(No. 2) Bill 2013

Enacted 25th December 
2013 

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Bill 2014

Published on 28th May 2014 
and currently before the 
Oireachtas

RIA undertaken on section 
19 of Bill

Question No. 387 withdrawn.

08/07/2014WRN02600One-Parent Family Payment Appeals
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08/07/2014WRN02700388. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
decision will be made on an appeal for one parent family payment in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29316/14]

08/07/2014WRN02800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department is 
responsible for implementing the Liability to Maintain Family Provisions provided for in Part 
12 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, as amended. The methods of assessment of 
the liable relative’s ability to pay are specified in detail in Regulations (S.I. 571 of 2006 and S.I. 
142 of 2007). 

The person concerned was assessed with a maintenance liability and issued a maintenance 
contribution assessment in August 2013 in respect of his child.  He appealed the decision of the 
amount assessed in March 2014.  

As the Department continues to find that the person concerned is financially capable of dis-
charging his full liability to the Department, a submission outlining the facts of the appeal has 
issued to the Social Welfare Appeals Office for their consideration and the Appeals Office will 
be in contact shortly.

08/07/2014WRN02900Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRN03000389. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if her De-
partment or agencies under its auspices has engaged the services of a debt collection agency 
in pursuing money owed to her Department or its agencies; if her Department have guidelines 
regarding hiring such agencies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29336/14]

08/07/2014WRN03100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of 
Social Protection currently does not engage the services of debt collection agencies.   

 Questions Nos. 390 to 392, inclusive, withdrawn.

08/07/2014WRN03300Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRN03400393. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the reason a decision has not yet issued on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Monaghan; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29389/14]

08/07/2014WRN03500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the avail-
able evidence, has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary 
decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/07/2014WRN03600Social Welfare Eligibility

08/07/2014WRN03700394. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will clarify whether a married couple regarding a married couple, one of whom is in receipt of 
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a jobseeker’s payment, if the temporary income from providing accommodation in their home 
for students over the summer period will affect their social welfare entitlement; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29422/14]

08/07/2014WRN03800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are two types 
of jobseeker payments, jobseeker’s benefit and jobseeker’s allowance. 

Entitlement to jobseeker’s benefit is based on PRSI contributions paid by the customer. 
Jobseeker’s benefit rates are made up of a personal rate and increases for a qualified adult, and 
qualified children.   The personal rate and children’s rate are not subject to a means test. The 
income of a qualified adult is however taken into account to determine if an adult dependant 
allowance is payable.

Jobseeker’s allowance is a means tested payment. All income is taken into account in deter-
mining the means of a customer and qualified adult. Where a customer is providing accommo-
dation in their home for students over the summer period any income derived, less associated 
expenses, will be taken into consideration when determining means.  

The couple in question should contact their local social welfare/Intreo office for further 
information in this regard.     

 Question No. 395 answered with Question No. 359.

08/07/2014WRN04000Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

08/07/2014WRN04100396. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will initiate a review of the eligibility criteria for participation in community employment 
schemes; and if she will ensure that as part of that review the demographic context in which 
the scheme operates will be taken into account, as many community groups feel that the CE 
scheme does not currently meet the needs of rural communities as the population structure is 
not conducive to meeting the eligibility rules on an on-going basis; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29487/14]

08/07/2014WRN04200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I can confirm that 
the Community Employment (CE) participant eligibility criteria and other aspects of the pro-
gramme are kept under on-going review.

CE is only one of a suite of employment programmes that can be undertaken by local spon-
soring groups or implementing bodies. Other programmes available include the Rural Social 
Scheme, Tús, Gateway, the Community Services Programme and JobBridge. The range of em-
ployment programmes thus takes a range of variables into account, including the demographics 
of persons currently unemployed in a variety of circumstances.

CE is a temporary, fixed-term employment and training programme designed to assist long-
term unemployed people, and other disadvantaged groups, to re-enter the active workforce by 
breaking their experience of unemployment through a return to work routine. It is a medium 
to short-term activation intervention and was never intended to replace or displace permanent 
employment in a locality.  

   Question No. 397 withdrawn.

08/07/2014WRN04400Social Welfare Payments Administration
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08/07/2014WRN04500398. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the high-
est weekly payment from all payments from her Department to any one family and person; the 
highest annual monetary value from all payments from her Department in 2013 that was re-
ceived by any one family and person; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29494/14]

08/07/2014WRN04600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): It is not possible to 
extract the data requested in respect of the actual weekly amount paid to persons with unique 
PPS numbers or the highest annual monetary amount paid to an individual PPS number by my 
Department in 2013 under one or more different payment headings. This is because the Depart-
ment delivers a wide range of payments at weekly, monthly, annual and other intervals across 
a range of claim processing systems which support the delivery of entitlements to people under 
individual social welfare schemes. 

While the average payment varies across the various schemes operated by the Department, 
the most typical rate paid to people of working age is €188 per week, while the most typical rate 
paid to people aged 66 years or more is €230.30 per week. Additional allowances for dependent 
adults and children are also payable in most schemes.

In addition to their primary weekly payment, some people may also receive secondary ben-
efits, such as Rent Supplement or Fuel Allowance if they also satisfy the conditions for receipt 
of those payments. The most typical rate of Rent Supplement is €100 per week, while Fuel Al-
lowance is €20 per week from October to April. 

The following table sets out the average weekly value of the most common social welfare 
payments paid in 2013.

Average values for weekly social welfare payments, Annual Averages - Provisional 
Outturn 2013

Scheme Average value (€weekly)
State Pension (Contributory) 241.37
State Pension (Transition) 232.24
Widow(er)s Contributory Pension 227.54
Invalidity Pension 237.41
One Parent Family Payment 221.62
State Pension (Non-Contributory) 211.46
Illness Benefit 205.44
Jobseeker’s Allowance 200.24
Disability Allowance 203.92
Carer’s Allowance 189.67
Jobseeker’s Benefit 175.59

Note: The values presented above are scheme specific and do not take into account the fact 
that some individual recipients may be in receipt of more than one personal rate of a primary 
payment e.g.  State Pension Contributory and a Half-Rate Carer’s Allowance (over 40% of all 
Carer’s Allowance recipients receive more than one primary personal payment per week). The 
weekly averages include arrears and increases/allowances other than fuel allowance.   

 Questions Nos. 399 to 401, inclusive, withdrawn.

08/07/2014WRN04800Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals
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08/07/2014WRN04900402. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide an update on an appeal lodged in respect of entitlement to domiciliary care allow-
ance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Leitrim. [29539/14]

08/07/2014WRN05000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
domiciliary care allowance was received on the 17th February 2014. The application was not 
allowed as it was considered that the child did not meet the eligibility criteria for the allowance. 
A decision letter issued to the customer on the 1st May 2014 advising of this decision. 

In the case of an application which is refused on medical grounds the applicant may submit 
additional information and/or ask for the decision to be reviewed or they may appeal the deci-
sion directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office within 21 days.  To date there has been no 
request for a review and no record of an appeal having been registered in this case. 

  Question No. 403 answered with Question No. 356.QQ

           Question No. 404 withdrawn.

08/07/2014WRO00250Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WRO00300405. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
amount of funding her Department provides for library services for persons with a visual im-
pairment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29582/14]

08/07/2014WRO00400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This Department 
does not provide funding for library services for persons with a visual impairment.

  Questions Nos. 406 and 407 withdrawn.

08/07/2014WRO00550Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRO00600408. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
if she will provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of her special advisers; 
if she will provide details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap 
from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount of the increase sought.  
[29609/14]

08/07/2014WRO00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Government limits 
on salaries and numbers of advisors are not applicable to the Taoiseach and Tánaiste.

The names and details of the salaries of the two Special Advisors I have appointed are 
shown in the following table.

Title Name Annual Salary
Special Advisor Edward Brophy  €119,577
Press Advisor Paul O’Brien €75,647 - €92,550

As Mr. Edward Brophy was previously employed in the private sector on a salary package 
that was more than twice the highest point of the Principal Officer (standard) scale, I sought 
sanction from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform for remuneration in excess of the 
applicable pay scale grade.  A single point salary of €127,796 was sanctioned by the Minister 
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for Public Expenditure and Reform effective from 29 July 2011.  This represented a reduction 
of over one third in Mr. Brophy’s previous salary in the private sector.  His salary was reduced 
to €119,572 per annum on 1  July 2013 in accordance with the Haddington Road Agreement.

Mr. Paul O’Brien was appointed in December 2012. Mr. O’Brien on a salary of €80,051 per 
annum, the first point of the Principal Officer (standard) scale when he was appointed. Howev-
er, his salary was reduced in accordance with the Haddington Road Agreement on 1 July 2013. 
Mr. O’Brien progressed to the next point on the pay scale in December 2013.

  Question No. 409 withdrawn.

08/07/2014WRO00850Social Welfare Appeals

08/07/2014WRO00900410. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding illness benefit and carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 5; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29643/14]

08/07/2014WRO01000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  I am advised by 
the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the 
available evidence, has decided to allow the Illness Benefit appeal of the person concerned by 
way of a summary decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s 
decision in writing on 4 July 2014.  I understand from Carers Allowance Section that the person 
concerned has been in receipt of Carers Allowance since 11 April 2013.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

08/07/2014WRO01050Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRO01100411. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when an 
application for carer’s allowance will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 15; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29651/14]

08/07/2014WRO01200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an 
Appeals Officer on 30 June 2014, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

08/07/2014WRO01250Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRO01300412. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when an ap-
plication for carer’s allowance appeal will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29652/14]

08/07/2014WRO01400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took 
place on 25 June 2014 and that the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of 
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all of the evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hearing.  The person concerned 
will be notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision when the appeal has been determined.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation 
to social welfare entitlements.

08/07/2014WRO01450Pensions Legislation

08/07/2014WRO01500413. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will confirm that before deciding to support the conclusion by the chairperson of the Pen-
sions Authority that a complaint of failure by the trustees to comply with the law, trust deed and 
rules when amending the benefit structure of active pensioners does not fall within the board’s 
remit and her accusation that the complainant made very serious allegations against a number 
of parties, including the Pensions Authority (details supplied), her Department obtained a writ-
ten report detailing the criteria applied and reasons for the chairperson’s conclusion as well 
as details of and justification for the very serious allegations she has accused the complainant 
of making; and if she will provide this information to the complainant as the chairperson, in 
breach of her statutory obligation under freedom of information legislation, has refused to do 
so.  [29654/14]

08/07/2014WRO01600414. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 336 and 337 of 10 June and Question No. 94 of 18 June 
2014, where she responded as if she has been asked to comment on issues arising in a particular 
pension scheme, if she will acknowledge that the issues raised with her Department refer solely 
to the Pensions Authority not complying with its statutory obligation under the Pensions Act to 
ensure scheme trustees carry out the duties imposed on them by law including the Pensions Act 
and the ineffective oversight of the Pensions Authority by her Department which has resulted in 
the undermining of the statutory regulation of pension schemes falling within the remit of the 
Pensions Authority. [29655/14]

08/07/2014WRO01700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 413 and 414 together. 

The remit of the Pensions Authority is determined by the provisions in the Pensions Act. Its 
remit does not extend to the supervision of the trust deed and rules of a pension scheme. It is 
not within the remit of the Pensions Authority to ensure that the trustees of a pension scheme 
carry out the duties imposed on them by law other than the duties set out for the trustees in the 
Pensions Act.

It should be noted that the benefits of a pension can be restructured under the provisions of 
the Pensions Act or can be restructured under the rules of the scheme and without reference to 
any provisions or requirements of the Pensions Act.   If the benefits of a scheme are restructured 
without reference to the provisions in the Pensions Act then any such adjustment of scheme 
benefits would not come within the remit of the Pensions Authority.

The matters raised by the complainant have been considered at the highest level both within 
the Pensions Authority and within the Department and unfortunately the outcome has not been 
to the satisfaction of the complainant.  The Pensions Authority does not have the power to en-
force the statutory provisions which established the scheme and the complainant will have to 
seek relief elsewhere.

If it is considered that a pension is not being paid in accordance with the rules of a pension 
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scheme, the person concerned can invoke the dispute resolution procedures which the scheme is 
obliged to operate and if they are still dissatisfied, they can bring the complaint to the Pensions 
Ombudsman.   You may also wish to note that the Pensions Authority came under the remit of 
the Ombudsman (not the Pensions Ombudsman), who deals with customers who feel they may 
have been unfairly treated by public bodies.  

08/07/2014WRO01750Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRO01800415. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
when a decision will issue on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) 
County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29661/14]

08/07/2014WRO01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 7 February 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant 
papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought from the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office on 1 July 2014 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who 
will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if 
required, will hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently 
of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining 
appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/07/2014WRO01950Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/07/2014WRO02000416. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
when a decision will issue on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Monaghan; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29698/14]

08/07/2014WRO02100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 9 January 2014.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant 
papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought from the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office on 3 June 2014 and the case has been referred to an Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, 
if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently 
of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining 
appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/07/2014WRO02150Water Charges Exemptions

08/07/2014WRO02200417. Deputy John Lyons asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
consider extending the water allowance payment to all full-time carers; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [29711/14]

08/07/2014WRO02300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): At its meeting on 
6th May 2014, discussing Irish Water financing, the Government approved a financial assis-
tance package from this Department which will be available from 2015 to those eligible for 
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the existing household benefits package.  The household benefits package is paid to 410,000 
customers at an estimated cost of €230 million in 2014.    The Department is currently prepar-
ing the necessary system changes and operational guidelines for the introduction of this new 
water support component to the existing household benefits package.  The household benefits 
package is currently available to full-time carers who are in receipt of carer’s allowance from 
my Department and who are living with the person for whom they are caring.  

08/07/2014WRO02350Farm Assist Scheme Data

08/07/2014WRO02400418. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide in tabular form by county the number of persons who lost their farm assist pay-
ments under the terms of budget 2013. [29745/14]

08/07/2014WRO02500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The farm assist 
scheme was introduced in 1999 to replace ‘Smallholders Unemployment Assistance’ for low 
income farmers, without the requirement to be available for and genuinely seeking work. This 
year the Department will spend approximately €91.6 million on the farm assist scheme and it 
is expected that an average of 9,900 individuals will be in receipt of this payment each week.

Statistics on the numbers of persons whose entitlement to farm assist ceased directly as a 
result of the changes announced in the 2013 Budget are not available. However, the following 
table details recipient numbers at points before and after the changes were introduced in April, 
2013.

Farm assist – total claims awarded March 2013 and June 2013

 County Mar-13 Jun-13
Carlow 81 77
Cavan 395 368
Clare 601 579
Cork 902 874
Donegal 1,554 1,529
Dublin 34 34
Galway 1,094 1,071
Kerry 812 781
Kildare 52 44
Kilkenny 145 136
Laois 158 146
Leitrim 399 388
Limerick 253 242
Longford 258 250
Louth 88 80
Mayo 1,817 1,762
Meath 92 86
Monaghan 505 484
North-Tipperary 228 222
Offaly 132 120
Roscommon 422 419
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 County Mar-13 Jun-13
Sligo 312 309
South-Tipperary 162 157
Waterford 92 85
Westmeath 184 178
Wexford 248 233
Wicklow 81 72
- 11,101 10,726

08/07/2014WRO02550Farm Assist Scheme Data

08/07/2014WRO02600419. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
amount it would cost to restore farm assist to 2013 levels. [29746/14]

08/07/2014WRO02700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The farm assist 
scheme was introduced in 1999 to replace ‘Smallholders Unemployment Assistance’ for low 
income farmers, without the requirement to be available for and genuinely seeking work. This 
year the Department will spend approximately €91.6 million on the farm assist scheme and it is 
expected that an average of 9,900 individuals will be in receipt of this payment each week.  Re-
cent changes to the scheme have brought it into closer alignment with the jobseeker’s allowance 
scheme’s treatment of self-employed persons.  In respect of the farm assist scheme, preliminary 
estimates indicate that changing the rate assessment of means from self-employment, including 
farming, from 100% to 85%; and re- introducing deductions from income for children of €127 
per year for each of the first two dependent children and €190.50 per year for each subsequent 
child; would cost approximately €5 million in a full year.

  Question No. 420 answered with Question No. 359.

08/07/2014WRO02850Ministerial Meetings

08/07/2014WRO02900421. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
meet the National Traveller Partnership as soon as possible (details supplied). [29775/14]

08/07/2014WRO03000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I understand that the 
matters of concern to the National Traveller Partnership relate to the current public procurement 
process for the delivery of the future Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme under 
the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.  These matters are 
primarily for that Department to address.  

Officials from the Department of Social Protection have already made contact with the rep-
resentative whose details were supplied to identify the matters of concern and will raise these 
with the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.  In considering 
a request for a meeting, the need to respect the current public procurement process and the role 
that the Partnership may have in respect of the future delivery of services to the Traveller com-
munity under the new Programme must be taken into account.

08/07/2014WRO03050Social Welfare Appeals

08/07/2014WRO03100422. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she is satis-
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fied with a social welfare appeal being furnished to an appeals officer in early February of this 
year in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29778/14]

08/07/2014WRO03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned, was registered in that 
office on 24 January 2014.  The case was referred to an Appeals Officer on 6 February 2014 
who requested clarification on certain issues from the Department of Social Protection on 25 
March 2014.  Following receipt of the clarification, the Appeals Officer has decided to convene 
an oral hearing in this case.   Every effort will be made to hear the case as quickly as possible 
and the appellant will be informed when arrangements for the oral hearing have been made.  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in rela-
tion to social welfare entitlements.

08/07/2014WRO03250Youth Guarantee

08/07/2014WRO03300423. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
her plans to increase the age of eligibility for the Youth Guarantee scheme ahead of the next 
budget. [29813/14]

08/07/2014WRO03400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Implementation of 
the Youth Guarantee is a medium-term policy of the Irish Government.  It is envisaged that the 
guarantee as it affects those aged under 18 years will be implemented within 2 years, i.e. by the 
end of 2015. The guarantee of an offer of training, education or work experience for those aged 
18-24 years after a four month period will be implemented on a phased basis.

Starting in 2014, and for completion by the end of 2014, processes and programmes will be 
progressively rolled out to ensure that all of those young unemployed people who need most 
support (i.e. are assessed as having a low probability of securing employment in the absence 
of support from the Public Employment Services) will receive a Youth Guarantee offer within 
four months. 

During 2014 – 2015 all long-term unemployed young people under 25 will be engaged by 
the Public Employment Service and will receive a Youth Guarantee offer if still unemployed 
after four months of this engagement process commencing. 

The operation and coverage of the Youth Guarantee offer described above will be reviewed 
before the end of 2015, in the light of developments in the economy and in the labour market. 
Should the labour market situation of young people improve during this period the review will 
examine opportunities to broaden and deepen the level of supports offered in respect of those 
young people who continue to be unemployed.

The EU Council Recommendation on the Guarantee recommends that member states 
“should “ensure that all young people under the age of 25 years receive a good-quality offer of 
employment, continued education, an apprenticeship or a traineeship within a period of four 
months of becoming unemployed or leaving formal education”.

The age coverage for the implementation of the Guarantee here is in line with the EU Rec-
ommendation, and there are accordingly no plans to increase the age of eligibility for the youth 
guarantee in Ireland.
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08/07/2014WRO03450Skills Development

08/07/2014WRO03500424. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the ser-
vices and opportunities that are offered to those seeking work by the Skills to Work initiative; 
if the Skills to Work roadshow will visit Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29817/14]

08/07/2014WRO03600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the Government launched the Skills to Work initiative on 19 May 2014, funded by 
the Department of Education & Skills.  The Skills to Work campaign promotes in particular 
five initiatives. Three run by the Department of Education and Skills: Springboard, Momentum 
and Skillnets; and two run by the Department of Social Protection: JobBridge and JobsPlus.  
Participation in the following events has been planned by the Department of the Taoiseach to 
publicise the initiative:

Date Event Location
5-6 September 2014 Which Course? Adult Educa-

tion Fair
Dublin

13 September 2014 Career Zoo Dublin
September 2014 Jobs Expo Cork
8 October 2014 Grad Ireland Graduate Careers 

Fair
Dublin

16 October 2014 Taking Care of Business Dublin

08/07/2014WRO03650Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

08/07/2014WRO03700425. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the correct level of jobseeker’s allowance payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29839/14]

08/07/2014WRO03800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned is in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance at the full maximum personal rate of €188 per 
week.

08/07/2014WRO03850Household Benefits Scheme

08/07/2014WRO03900426. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will undertake to review the decision to discontinue the telephone allowance; the implica-
tions this decision has had on old age pensioners and persons living alone in rural isolated areas; 
if she will give due consideration to an alternative system or an exemption or an allowance for 
persons living alone who have monitored phone alarms or panic buttons and who rely on a land-
line telephone connection; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29863/14]

08/07/2014WRO04000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The overall concern 
of Government in Budget 2014 and previous Budgets has been to protect the primary social 
welfare rates.  The biggest single block of expenditure in the Department in the Estimate for 
2014 is expenditure on pensions which   will amount to €6.5 billion, or 33% of overall expendi-
ture. Because of demographic change the Department’s spending on older people is increasing 
year on year.  In 2013, the Department had to make provision for an additional €190 million for 
the increasing number of pensioners. Maintaining the rate of the State pension and other core 
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payments is critical in relation to protecting people from poverty.  

To allow the Department to protect core payments, we have had to look very carefully at 
other additional payments such as the household benefits package. 

In Budget 2014, I regretfully had to make the decision to abolish the telephone allowance, 
which was €9.50 per month, for all recipients. I am not in a position to reverse this decision or 
provide an alternative payment.

The decision to discontinue the telephone allowance provided annual savings of €48 million 
and meant that the Department was able to retain the other elements of the household benefits 
package such as the electricity and gas allowance and the television licence. These are valuable 
supports for recipients. The Department will spend €230 million this year on these elements of 
the household benefits package for over 410,000 customers.

The fuel allowance scheme and the free travel pass were also protected for older people and 
people with disabilities. The living alone allowance was maintained at €7.70 per week.    

The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government operates the seniors 
alert scheme which provides grant support for the supply of equipment such as personal alarms, 
smoke detectors and security lighting to enable older people without sufficient means to con-
tinue to live securely in their homes. The budget allocation for 2013 was €2.35 million. There 
has been no reduction in this funding in Budget 2014. 

  Question No. 427 answered with Question No. 367.

08/07/2014WRO04150Living Alone Allowance

08/07/2014WRO04200428. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will increase the living alone allowance form €7.70 a week in budget 2015; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [29898/14]

08/07/2014WRO04300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Living Alone 
Allowance (LAA) was introduced from October 1977, and is an additional payment of €7.70 
per week made to people aged 66 years or over who are in receipt of certain social welfare pay-
ments, including State pensions, and who are living alone. It is also available to people who are 
less than 66 years of age, living alone and in receipt of disability allowance, invalidity pension, 
incapacity supplement or blind pension.

The most recent Survey on Income and Living Conditions (SILC) data from 2012 show that 
the various poverty indicators demonstrate no significant difference in outcomes for those over 
65 living alone, and those over 65 who live with another adult. The “at risk of poverty rate” for 
households aged over 65 with one adult was 12.9%. For households with two adults it was 13%. 
Similarly, the consistent poverty rate for households aged over 65 with one adult was 3.1% and 
for two adults it was 2.9%.

Each €1 increase in the living alone allowance would cost €9.4 million in a full year.  The 
overall concern of the Government in recent budgets has been to protect the primary weekly 
social welfare rates.  Maintaining the rate of the State pension and other core payments is criti-
cal in protecting people from poverty.  

The appropriate rates of welfare payments in 2015, including the weekly rate of the living 
alone allowance, will be considered in the context of the Government’s discussions on the next 
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Budget.

08/07/2014WRP00150One-Parent Family Payment Eligibility

08/07/2014WRP00200429. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her plans 
to introduce an adequate number of free child care places, as previously promised, to counteract 
the difficulties being faced by parents who are losing the one-parent family payment; the time-
line in place to provide the child care places; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29914/14]

08/07/2014WRP00300430. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will provide a list in tabular form of the numbers of persons who will move from the one-parent 
family payment to jobseeker’s allowance over the next 12 months; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29915/14]

08/07/2014WRP00400431. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her plans 
to introduce other supports for working parents who will lose the one-parent family payment; 
if she will reconsider the income disregards; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29916/14]

08/07/2014WRP00500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 429 to 431, inclusive, together. 

The one-parent family payment (OFP) scheme has played an important role in providing 
income support to lone parents since its introduction in 1997.  The number of OFP recipients 
stood at 74,426 in May, 2014, and an estimated €863 million is expected to be spent on the 
scheme during 2013.

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2012, contains provisions to reduce, on a phased ba-
sis, the income disregard of the OFP scheme. The income disregard was reduced from €110 per 
week to its current limit of €90 per week in January, 2014. It will be further reduced from €90 
per week to €75 per week in January 2015 and to €60 per week in January 2016. There are no 
plans to reverse these reductions and any change to these arrangements would require substitute 
savings and would have to be considered in a budgetary context. 

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2012, also contains provisions to reduce, on a phased 
basis, the maximum age limit of the youngest child at which an OFP recipient’s payment ceases 
to 7 years from 2014 for new entrants and from 2015 for existing recipients.

On 3 July, 2014, approximately 5,140 customers saw their entitlement to the OFP pay-
ment cease as a result of their youngest child reaching the maximum age threshold of the OFP 
scheme.

Approximately 3,600 of the affected OFP customers are expected to have applied for the 
jobseeker’s allowance (JA) payment.  Of these customers, approximately 70% are not work-
ing and, as such, will not suffer any reduction in their new income support payment as the JA 
payment pays the same personal and qualified child rates as the OFP payment. Any of these 
customers with a child under 14 years of age will be subject to the JA transitional arrangement, 
which exempts these individuals from having to be genuinely seeking and available for full 
time employment. This exemption is in recognition of lone parents caring responsibilities and 
will reduce their requirement for childcare. 

Approximately 850 of the affected OFP customers were also claiming the family income 
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supplement (FIS) by virtue of being in employment for 19 or more hours per week.  These cus-
tomers have had their FIS payment automatically adjusted to compensate for some 60% of the 
loss of their OFP payment.

It is expected that from now until the end of June 2015 a further 4,000 OFP recipients will 
lose entitlement to the OFP payment as a result of the reductions in the OFP age threshold 
which came into effect on 3 July. Monthly figures for the approximate number of these custom-
ers, who are expected to transition from the OFP payment to the JA payment over the coming 
twelve months, are unavailable as the exact number of individuals moving to the JA scheme 
will depend on their individual circumstances and the number of individuals who may be eli-
gible to apply for the FIS payment.

Childcare policy, and the delivery of childcare services, is the responsibility of the Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs (D/CYA).  However, as part of a package of measures in 
Budget 2013, I, along with then Minister for Children and Youth Affairs Frances Fitzgerald, 
announced an after-school child care (ASCC) initiative between our two Departments.  The 
purpose of the ASCC scheme, which was rolled out nationally in 2013, is to help to offset some 
of the after-school child care costs that are associated with availing of an employment opportu-
nity in a bid to encourage more individuals to take up employment.  The scheme provides 800 
subsidised after-school childcare places and is open to both jobseekers and OFP recipients.

In Budget 2014, the re-focusing of some of the original ASCC scheme budget enabled 
Minister Fitzgerald and I to introduce the community employment (CE) childcare programme.  
This scheme was implemented in January, 2014, and provides some 1,800 subsidised childcare 
places to CE participants.

These two schemes build on the existing supports provided for, and implemented by, the 
D/CYA in the childcare sector, through which childcare is provided to approximately 35,000 
children of low-income parents at reduced rates.

  Question No. 432 answered with Question No. 375.

08/07/2014WRP00650Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/07/2014WRP00700433. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the number of retired civil and public servants who have been rehired on temporary contracts 
or as consultants under her remit; if she will provide a breakdown of these figures in tabular 
form, providing associated costs of such rehiring; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [30559/14]

08/07/2014WRP00800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): One member of 
staff in my Department, the Chief Medical Advisor, has been rehired on a temporary contract on 
a pay scale of €87,741 to €106,423. Payment of his pension is abated pending the termination 
of his temporary contract. 

The Department held a competition to recruit a new Chief Medical officer in late 2013, 
however, no candidate was deemed suitable at interview.   The decision to re-employ the Chief 
Medical Advisor was taken due to his specific skills and his involvement in the policy reform 
of the illness related schemes, the difficulty and long lead-in time for replacing his skills, and 
the critical importance of ensuring continuity and a high level of service to customers of the 
Department.

As an exception to the current moratorium on recruitment, my department has limited sanc-
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tion to recruit temporary clerical officers to cover critical staff absences and to assist with the 
roll-out of the new Public Service Card.  One temporary staff member is a retired civil servant.  
They are on a pay scale of €19,814 to €31,965 and were recruited on foot of open competitions 
run by the Public Appointments Service.  Abatement of pension applies, if applicable, for the 
duration of these temporary contracts.

Two retired public servants were re-hired by the Pensions Authority in 2011; one at Higher 
Executive Officer level and one at Assistant Principal Officer level. Both individuals were re-
cruited directly by the Pensions Authority, on three year fixed-term temporary contracts (due to 
cease by 31 December 2014), and were placed on the standard scales relating to their respective 
posts. Please note, the Authority is not Exchequer funded.

The Citizen’s Information Board had one former staff member hired on a contract for ser-
vice basis.  The contract followed a procurement process. The amount paid was €3,714.80 and 
the payments relates to the period Oct-Dec 2013.

08/07/2014WRP00850National Monuments

08/07/2014WRP00900434. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
his views on recent statements (details supplied) in relation to the historical site in Moore 
Street, Dublin 1. [29273/14]

08/07/2014WRP01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In arriving 
at my decision on the consent application under the National Monuments Acts in relation to 
the Moore Street national monument, I took full account of all submissions and observations 
received.  As the Deputy is aware, responsibility for development outside the bounds of the 
monument site rests with the planning authority, Dublin City Council.   In terms of a statement 
attributed to a person referred to by the Deputy, my Department has been informed by the in-
stitution in question that 

  -    any remarks made do not reflect its official views; 
  -    it is not involved in the issue; and 
  -    as such has no official comment to make on it. 

08/07/2014WRP01050Departmental Bodies Expenditure

08/07/2014WRP01100435. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will ensure there is capital of €12 million for Údarás na Gaeltachta for the year 2015; if he 
will further ensure that there is no cut to the budget of Foras na Gaeilge in 2015; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [29418/14]

08/07/2014WRP01200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley):  I wish to refer the Deputy to my replies to recent Parliamentary Questions in 
relation to these matters.  With regard to the capital budget for Údarás na Gaeltachta, I wish to 
reiterate that, as Minister of State with responsibility for the Gaeltacht, I very much appreciate 
the importance of job creation in helping to retain sustainable communities in Gaeltacht areas. 
In that context, I wish to again acknowledge the very important enterprise and employment 
function of Údarás na Gaeltachta as the regional economic agency for the Gaeltacht.   

Údarás na Gaeltachta’s end of year statement for 2013 indicated that the rate of job losses in 
its client companies had reached a record low. This was very welcome news indeed. However, 
while the level of job losses has stabilised, I am very cognisant of the ongoing difficult chal-
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lenge in creating a sufficient number of new jobs to maintain, and indeed increase, employment 
levels in the Gaeltacht.

I met recently with Údarás na Gaeltachta and discussed its strategic proposal to increase its 
capital budget over time from the present level of €5.687m to €12m per annum. I am very aware 
and supportive of the case advanced by the organisation that such an increase in funding would 
enable it to create an additional 300 jobs per annum. 

As the Deputy is aware, it was announced as part of Budget 2014 that comprehensive re-
views of both current and capital expenditure would be undertaken by all Government Depart-
ments in this jurisdiction during 2014. These reviews underpin the Government’s multi-annual 
budgetary framework and are conducted periodically to re-set Departmental expenditure ceil-
ings in line with emerging Government priorities. These reviews are currently ongoing and will 
be considered by Government later this year with a view to underpinning expenditure ceilings 
for 2015 and beyond, as well as clarifying policy options and informing prioritisation decisions 
arising from the expenditure ceilings. Clearly, the capital allocation for Údarás na Gaeltachta 
for 2015 will be informed by the outcome of those reviews and within the framework of the 
Budgetary and Estimates processes later in the year.

In relation to Foras na Gaeilge, the Deputy will also be aware that Foras na Gaeilge is one 
of the agencies of An Foras Teanga, the North South Language Body, and its budget must ac-
cordingly be approved by the North South Ministerial Council. Foras na Gaeilge is co-financed 
on the basis of 75% from my Department and 25% from the Department of Culture, Arts and 
Leisure in Northern Ireland. In addition, my Department provides certain additional ringfenced 
funding for Foras na Gaeilge in relation to Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge and Colmcille.

While my Department will continue to provide funding for An Foras Teanga, subject to the 
normal budgetary processes, I should point out that the Public Expenditure/Finance Depart-
ments in both jurisdictions have already agreed that minimum efficiency savings of 4% must be 
achieved by all North South Implementation Bodies in 2015. 

08/07/2014WRP01250EU Culture Programme

08/07/2014WRP01300436. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
increased opportunities and additional support and funding that will be available under Creative 
Europe 2014-2020; the expected economic impact of this initiative; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29819/14]

08/07/2014WRP01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Creative 
Europe is the European Commission’s framework programme for support for the culture and 
media sectors. Following on from the previous Culture Programme and MEDIA programmes, 
Creative Europe, with a budget of €1.46 billion (9% higher than its predecessors), will support:   

  -  Culture sector initiatives, such as those promoting cross-border cooperation, platforms, 
networking and literary translation;
  -  Audiovisual sector initiatives, such as those promoting the development, distribution or 
access to audiovisual works; and
  -  A cross-sectoral strand, including a financial guarantee facility and transnational policy 
cooperation.

It is not possible to estimate how much any country will receive from the Creative Europe 
programme. Periodically, there are calls for proposals from the European Commission seeking 
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applications for support under the programme. The applications are then assessed by an inde-
pendent body, the Executive Agency for Education, Audiovisual and Culture (EACEA). The 
decisions on what support is provided are based on the merits of the applications and there is no 
quota or specific amount allocated to each country. Further information is available from www.
creativeeuropeireland.eu, which provides a link to the different information points in Ireland.

08/07/2014WRP01450Freedom of Information Data

08/07/2014WRP01500437. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will outline in tabular form for every year from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of free-
dom of information requests received by his Department; the total refused, granted, part-grant-
ed and appealed; the total of successful appeals, part-successful appeals and refusals; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29062/14]

08/07/2014WRP01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy concerning the number of Freedom of Information requests 
processed by my Department is set out in the table.  My Department was established on 2 June 
2011 and the Deputy will appreciate that the information sought by him can only be provided 
from that date.  Decisions are pending in relation to one Freedom of Information request and 
one request for an internal review of a decision submitted to my Department in 2014 and in 
relation to one Freedom of Information request submitted in 2013.  

Year Total 
Number 
of FOI 
Requests 
Received

Number 
Granted 
in Full

Number 
Part 
Granted

Number 
Refused

Number 
withdrawn, 
dealt with 
outside the 
formal FOI 
arrange-
ments or 
transferred 
to another 
Depart-
ment/ 
Office

Num-
ber of 
Requests 
for 
Internal 
Review 
(Ap-
peals) 
Received

Num-
ber of 
Decisions 
upheld 
following 
Internal 
Review.

Num-
ber of 
Decisions 
partially 
upheld 
following 
Internal 
Review.

Num-
ber of 
Decisions 
over-
turned 
following 
Internal 
Review.

2011 
(from 
2 June 
2011)

27 3 18 4 2 2 1 0 1

2012 70 17 24 15 14 4 2 1 1
2013 56 16 18 10 11 6 5 0 1
2014 (to 
1 July 
2014)

26 7 10 1 7 2 1 0 0

08/07/2014WRP01650Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRP01700438. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical or ca-
reer break, broken down by timeframe, that is, zero to six months, six to 12 months, one to two 
years, two to three years, four to five years, and five years plus; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29079/14]

08/07/2014WRP01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): There are 
currently 9 staff in my Department on Career Break.  The details requested by the Deputy are 
set out in tabular form. 
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Period of Career Break Number of Staff
0 – 6 months 1 
6 – 12 months 1
1 – 2 years 1 
2 – 3 years 4
4 – 5 years 1 
5 years + 1 

As the Deputy will be aware, staff can also avail of unpaid leave under the Shorter Work-
ing Year Scheme for periods of between 2 and 13 weeks.  As it currently stands, 45 staff in my 
Department are availing of this scheme during 2014.

08/07/2014WRP01850Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRP01900439. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
provide in tabular form the total photography costs for his Department since coming to office, 
inclusive of costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which 
photographers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with 
each occasion that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of pho-
tographers within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29096/14]

08/07/2014WRP02000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The table 
lists the occasions on which photographers were booked for events for the period, since the 
establishment of my Department in June 2011 to date, the photographers or photographic com-
panies engaged, and the actual or estimated cost associated with each specific occasion. The 
total cost amounts to €10,731.63.  This includes costs both for the booking of photographers 
and some general ancillary costs, such as postage, etc, where relevant. In a small number of 
cases, final invoices are still awaited.

Occasion Photographer Cost
Edinburgh Festival Fringe event Alastair Devine €362.23
Launch of Introduction of Architec-
tural Heritage of County Galway

Joe Travers €100

Culture Night, Dublin Maxwell Photography €599.25
National Famine Commemoration, 
Clones 2011

Philip Fitzpatrick €400

2011 Open House Dublin, Lir Theatre, 
in conjunction with the Irish Architec-
ture Foundation

Alice Clancy €0.00*

2011 National Famine Conference, 
Dublin

Mac Innes Photography €370.87

Release of white-tailed sea eagles, 
Killarney National Park

Valerie O’Sullivan €120

Launch of National Biodiversity Plan, 
Botanic Gardens, Dublin (2011)

Mac Innes Photography €283.75

British-Irish Council Ministerial Meet-
ing (Minority Languages Sector), Co. 
Donegal

Tommy Curran €80
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Occasion Photographer Cost
Launch of Treaty Online Project, Na-
tional Archives, Dublin

Mac Innes Photograhy €341.83

Ballycroy National Park Whaling 
Exhibition

Eamonn O’Boyle €320

Official Opening of Burren National 
Park Information Centre, Corofin

Nicholas Mac Innes €550 

Association of Performing Arts Pre-
senters Conference 2012 event

Erin Baiano €347.89

CITES meeting March 2012 Mac Innes Photography €283.75
Commemoration at Teampallín Bán 
Famine Graveyard 2012

Domnick Walsh Photogra-
phy

€205.70

Launch of Ireland’s Memorial Records 
1914-1918 at National Museum

Lensmen €209.10

Launch of Culture Connects initiative 
for Ireland’s EU Presidency

Maxwell Photography €397.29

Presentation of coin find to National 
Museum

Maxwell Photography €466.17

Launch of Arts in Education initiative Maxwell Photography €276.75
Display of coin find in National Mu-
seum at Collins Barracks

Maxwell Photography €413.28

Launch of Century Ireland website Maxwell Photography €362.85
Launch of Scéim Oiliúna Peile agus 
Iománaíochta,  An Cheathrú Rua

Pixsheáin €147.60

Dublin launch of Venice Artist Bien-
nale April 2013

Lensman & Associates €307.50

International Famine Commemoration 
2013

Maxwell Photography €311.19

National Famine Commemoration, 
Drogheda 2012

Paul Connor Photography €295.20

Presentation of European Diploma of 
Protected Areas (Burren, Co. Clare)

Eamon Ward €332.10

Europeana Conference on Digitisation, 
Dublin Castle

Maxwell Photography €356.70

Photocall for successful artists attend-
ing the Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2013

Maxwell Photography €362.85

Contract signing for works at Killarney 
House

Press 22 €425.63

Built Heritage Jobs Leverage Scheme Naoise Culhane €535.05
National Gallery – commencement of 
refurbishment works

Naoise Culhane €461.25

Launch of 1916 Rising Oral History 
Collection

Maxwell Photography €485.85

Opening of Grantstown Wood and 
Nature Reserve, Co. Laois

Denis Byrne Photography €220

*   Part of a package of two events for the price of one

The hiring of photographers for Ministerial or Departmental events is dependent on a num-
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ber of factors, including the nature of the engagement, the expected level of media interest and 
the national/regional scope of the subject.  At all times, value for money is a critical consider-
ation in the context of the booking of photographers.

08/07/2014WRP02050Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRP02100440. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
provide, in tabular form, the use of external public relations firms employed by his Department 
since coming to office; the list of uses of each external public relations firm; the internal Depart-
ment policy with regard to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29113/14]

08/07/2014WRP02200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The table 
lists the occasions on which an external public relations firm was hired since the establishment 
of my Department in June 2011. 

Name of Company Service Provided
Zoetrope Provision of press and publicity, online and social me-

dia services to Culture Ireland for the duration of the 
Imagine Ireland programme 2011

Provision of PR and Media services to Culture Ireland 
for the Venice Architecture Biennale 2012 

The engagement of external groups for the provision of specialised services, including pub-
lic relations firms, is dependent on a number of factors, including the expertise and resources 
available within my Department. In this context, value for money is at all times a critical con-
sideration.

08/07/2014WRP02250Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRP02300441. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the total 
amount spent on external IT consultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to 
date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29148/14]

08/07/2014WRP02400442. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his 
Department has renegotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29167/14]

08/07/2014WRP02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 441 and 442 together. 

Since my Department was established on 2 June 2011, a total of €4,120 has been expended 
on external IT consultancy. This total is comprised of expenditure for the assessment of a Wide-
Area-Networks procurement in 2012 and the assessment of Firewall systems in 2014. In both 
instances, it was considered advisable to seek external network-market expertise to accord with 
best practice for this type of technical procurement.

My Department does not retain an external IT consultant on an ongoing contractual basis 
but instead procures the required services as and when required.



Questions - Written Answers

322

08/07/2014WRP02550Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRP02600443. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s 
remit made from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his De-
partment’s remit from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his 
Department’s remit publically advertised from March 2011 to date; and the number of appoint-
ments to State boards under his remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  
[29185/14]

08/07/2014WRP02700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment was established on 2 June 2011 and the Deputy will appreciate that the information sought 
by him can only be provided from that date.  The information requested by the Deputy regard-
ing appointments to State Boards in the bodies funded from my Department’s Vote Group since 
2 June 2011 to date is set out in the table.   My Department seeks expressions of interest from 
the public by advertising on my Department’s website.  As Minister for Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht, in making such appointments I am not restricted to giving sole consideration to those 
who have responded to publicly advertised invitations to submit expressions of interest.  I can 
also approach candidates who, in my view, may have a contribution to make and be willing to 
serve.  In the case of certain bodies, board appointments may also be made by the bodies them-
selves or on an ex officio basis.  

It may also be noted also that appointments to the boards of Foras na Gaeilge and the Ulster-
Scots Agency, being agencies of the North South Implementation Body - An Foras Teanga, are 
made by the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC), arising from nominations on a 50:50 
basis from each jurisdiction.

Appointments

Board Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

The 
number 
that 
were 
publicly 
adver-
tised

Number 
drawn 
from 
the 
public 
adver-
tisement 
process

- 2011 2012 2013 2014 2011 2012 2013 2014 - - 
National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

0 1 1 4 1 0 0 2 1 1

National 
Concert 
Hall

0 0 0 5 15 0 0 5 12 12

National 
Library of 
Ireland

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A N/A

National 
Museum 
of Ireland

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A N/A

Irish 
Museum 
of Modern 
Art

3 3 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1

Irish Film 
Board

0 0 7 0 0 0 7 0 7 7
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Board Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

The 
number 
that 
were 
publicly 
adver-
tised

Number 
drawn 
from 
the 
public 
adver-
tisement 
process

- 2011 2012 2013 2014 2011 2012 2013 2014 - - 
Arts 
Council

7 0 0 7 4 0 1 6 11 9
(there 
was also 
1 re-
appoint-
ment)

Heritage 
Council

6 0 1 0 0 6 1 0 7 7

National 
Archives 
Advisory 
Council

0 3 3 0 0 3 3 0 6 0 
(no 
expres-
sions of 
interest 
were re-
ceived)

Appointments  

Board Vacan-
cies 
arising 
be-
tween 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
be-
tween 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
be-
tween 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

The 
num-
ber 
that 
were 
pub-
licly 
adver-
tised

Number 
drawn 
from the 
public 
adver-
tisement 
process

- 2011 2012 2013 2014 2011 2012 2013 2014 - -
Censorship 
of Pub-
lications 
Appeals 
Board*

NA NA 5 0 NA NA 0 5 5 4

Censorship 
of Pub-
lications 
Appeals 
Board*

NA NA NA NA NA NA

Crawford 
Art Gallery

0 0 9 0 0 0 9 0 1 1
(there were 
also 7 
re-appoint-
ments and 
1 ex-officio 
appoint-
ment)
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Board Vacan-
cies 
arising 
be-
tween 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Vacan-
cies 
arising 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
be-
tween 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
between 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

Ap-
point-
ments 
made 
be-
tween 
2 June 
2011 
and 1 
July 
2014

The 
num-
ber 
that 
were 
pub-
licly 
adver-
tised

Number 
drawn 
from the 
public 
adver-
tisement 
process

- 2011 2012 2013 2014 2011 2012 2013 2014 - -
Chester 
Beatty 
Library

1 1 2 0 1 1 2 0 4 3 
(there was 
also 1 
ex-officio 
appoint-
ment)

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

0 12 1 0 0 11 1 0 7 4 
(there were 
also 5 ap-
pointments 
by County 
Councils 
with Gael-
tacht areas 
within their 
jurisdic-
tions)

Foras na 
Gaeilge

1 0 1 1 15 1 0 1 N/A N/A

Ulster-
Scots 
Agency

0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 N/A N/A

* Responsibility for the Censorship of Publications Board and Censorship of Publications 
Appeals Board transferred from the Department of Justice and Equality to the Department of 
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in June 2013

08/07/2014WRP02750Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRP02800444. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of Bills his Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory 
impact assessments that his Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29287/14]

08/07/2014WRP02900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment was established on 2 June 2011 and the Deputy will appreciate that the information sought 
by him can only be provided from that date.  Since my appointment as Minister for Arts, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht, my Department has published the following Bills:  

-  Irish Film Board (Amendment) Bill 2011;

-  Bille na Gaeltachta 2012; and

-  Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2012.

In addition, my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform worked 
together on the publication of the Houses of the Oireachtas Commission (Amendment) Bill 
2012.
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I am advised that regulatory impact assessments were not undertaken in these cases as no 
significant potential regulatory impacts were identified in advance of, or in the course of, pre-
paring these Bills for publication.

08/07/2014WRP02950Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRP03000445. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his De-
partment or agencies under its auspices have engaged the services of a debt collection agency 
in pursuing moneys owed to them; if his Department has guidelines regarding hiring such agen-
cies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29324/14]

08/07/2014WRP03100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am advised 
that there is no record of my Department having made any payments for debt collection services 
in the period since it was established on 2 June 2011.  With regard to bodies funded from my 
Department’s Vote Group, the Deputy will appreciate that the matters raised are part of the day-
to-day operational responsibilities of the bodies in question.  I am arranging, therefore, for the 
terms of the Deputy’s Question to be transmitted to the heads of relevant bodies with a request 
that they provide information, to the extent feasible, directly to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRP03150Archaeological Sites

08/07/2014WRP03200446. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the way many historical wells and hand water pumps have been categorised by the Archaeo-
logical Survey of Ireland by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29435/14]

08/07/2014WRP03300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Archae-
ological Survey of Ireland, part of my Department’s National Monuments Service, has com-
piled records of in excess of 151,000 confirmed or potential archaeological monuments. The 
majority of the records have been identified from their representation as antiquarian features on 
Ordnance Survey maps, while others would have been brought to the attention of the Survey 
through ongoing research by local historians and other interested parties.  The Archaeological 
Survey records include 2,990 holy wells, 459 other wells and 5 records that describe pumps.  
Information on recorded monuments is available from the Archaeological Survey of Ireland 
section of my Department’s National Monuments Service website, www.archaeology.ie.  

Separately, the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) records water pumps 
and water hydrants. The NIAH survey can be viewed on www.buildingsofireland.ie. Those 
rated of ‘regional or above’ significance are included by me, as Minister, in recommendations to 
planning authorities, made under section 53 of the Planning and Development Act as amended, 
for inclusion on their Records of Protected Structures.

08/07/2014WRP03350Departmental Legal Costs

08/07/2014WRP03400447. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive his legal fees; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [29546/14]

08/07/2014WRP03500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The indi-
vidual referred to in the Deputy’s Question applied to sell his interest in land within a site 
designated as a special area of conservation, under the voluntary bog purchase scheme admin-
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istered by my Department. I am advised that the Chief State Solicitor’s Office has confirmed 
that the payment in relation to legal fees in this case has been approved and is being sent to the 
applicant’s solicitor. 

08/07/2014WRP03550Departmental Correspondence

08/07/2014WRP03600448. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
provide an update in relation to correspondence submitted to his office on 8 May 2014 (details 
supplied) regarding funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29559/14]

08/07/2014WRP03700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I appreciate 
the communication from the Deputy in relation to this matter and know that he will understand 
the constraints that apply in replying to a “details supplied” Question of this nature.   I can say 
that my Department will contact those interested in participating in the proposed arrangements 
with a view to co-ordinating the several initiatives and providing support, where possible. In 
this regard, I would very much appreciate the continuing assistance of the Deputy in this matter.

08/07/2014WRP03750Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRP03800449. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; 
and if he will provide details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay 
cap set by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount of the increase 
sought.  [29597/14]

08/07/2014WRP03900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In accor-
dance with the Guidelines on the Staffing of Ministers’ Offices, both of my special advisors were 
placed on the first point of the Principal Officer standard scale upon their appointment.  The 
details requested by the Deputy are set out in the table. 

Name Position Annual Salary
James Kenny Special Adviser €42,941 (abated from 3rd Point of 

the Principal Officer standard scale, 
as he is in receipt of a public service 
pension)

Claire O’Keeffe Special Adviser €79,401 (1st Point of the Principal 
Officer standard scale)

08/07/2014WRP03950National Parks Projects

08/07/2014WRP04000450. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the way 
Adopting a Woodland can deliver the work now urgently needed in the areas of Killarney Na-
tional Park under scrutiny, requiring careful planning and execution and involving hard labour 
in isolated woodlands and having to contend with adverse conditions, difficult terrain, rain and 
insects. [29624/14]

08/07/2014WRP04100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The recently 
announced ‘Adopt a Woodland in Killarney National Park Project’ will harness additional as-
sistance from volunteer groups to augment the resources already being applied to the on-going 
Rhododendron control and management programme in Killarney National Park.   In the coming 
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months, I will work with my officials to develop the details of the project, with a view to seek-
ing expressions of interest in the autumn.

08/07/2014WRP04150National Library

08/07/2014WRP04200451. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his 
Department and the Government have any proposals to acquire the letters of farewell sent by 
teenage revolutionary, Kevin Barry, to his mother; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29658/14]

08/07/2014WRP04300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am advised 
by the National Library that a number of items associated with Kevin Barry featured in an auc-
tion on 1 July 2014. The Library, which already possesses in its collections copies of some of 
the items on sale, was represented at this auction. Many of the items were sold for amounts 
greatly in excess of the estimates. I understand that no correspondence of Kevin Barry’s was 
included in the July 1 sale.

08/07/2014WRP04350Agriculture Schemes Payments

08/07/2014WRP04400452. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will extend the National Parks and Wildlife payment to farmers by one year until GLAS is 
up and running, as this payment is badly needed since the last scheme finished in October 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29669/14]

08/07/2014WRP04500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The graz-
ing restriction in the 12 Bens/Garraun Complex and Maam Turk Mountains Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs) ran from the 1 November 2008 until the 31 October 2013.  The grazing 
restriction in the Owenduff/Nephin Special Protection Area (SPAs) ran from the 1 November 
2006 until the 31 October 2013.  This grazing restriction was lifted on 1 November 2013.   My 
Department has now fulfilled its financial commitments to the farmers in the area who were in 
REPS and the NPWS Farm Plan Schemes in relation to those restrictions.

08/07/2014WRP04550Proposed Legislation

08/07/2014WRP04600453. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when the draft heads of a national monuments Bill will be published; when it is likely to be 
introduced to Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29696/14]

08/07/2014WRP04700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Drafting of 
a Monuments Bill to revise and update the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004 is in progress 
and I expect the Bill to be published by the end of the year. 

08/07/2014WRQ00150Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

08/07/2014WRQ00200454. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon will receive his bog compensation scheme 
payment; the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29807/14]
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08/07/2014WRQ00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): An appli-
cation for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.   I am 
advised that a payment of €1,500 in respect of Year 1 of 15 (2011), a payment of €1,500 in 
respect of Year 2 of 15 (2012) and a payment of €1,518 in respect of Year 3 of 15 (2013) have 
been made to this applicant. A payment of €1,521 in respect of Year 4 of 15 (2014) has recently 
been approved for this applicant and will be made to him shortly. 

In addition, a once-off payment of €500 has been made to the applicant in respect of the 
signing of a legal agreement under this scheme with me, as Minister for Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht.

08/07/2014WRQ00350Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

08/07/2014WRQ00400455. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received compensation in view 
of the fact that he ceased cutting turf for the past number of years in the Monivea bog; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29831/14]

08/07/2014WRQ00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): An appli-
cation for compensation, under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme, has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.

The qualifying criteria for the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme are that:

- The claimant must have a legal interest in one of the 53 raised bog special areas of conser-
vation – ownership or turbary right;

- The claimant must have been the owner or entitled to exercise turbary rights on the land in 
question on 25 May 2010;

- The turbary on the site must not be exhausted;

- The claimant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

The applicant indicated on his application form that he had cut turf on the designated site 
in question in 2012 and was therefore not eligible for compensation in respect of that year. In 
addition, no evidence of a legal interest in the site was supplied with the application. This has 
subsequently been supplied to my Department. 

Following a reassessment of the application, I am advised that a payment of €1,518 in re-
spect of Year 2 of 15 (2013) and a payment of €1,521 in respect of Year 3 of 15 (2014) have 
recently been approved for this applicant and will be made to him shortly.

Sports Facilities Expenditure

08/07/2014WRQ00600456. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide in tabular form the extent of capital or current funding provided for sporting or 
cultural activities in each of the Twenty-six Counties for each of the past four years, both from 
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the proceeds of the national lottery and other sources; the proposed future expenditure from 
each source for the coming year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29946/14]

08/07/2014WRQ00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will recall, my Department was established in June 2011. Details of the annual funding 
allocation to my Department at subhead level, including those part-funded from the National 
Lottery, are published in the annual Revised Estimates Volume for each of the years since 2011 
and are available on the website of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform at http://
www.per.gov.ie/estpubexp2013/. Through these subheads, my Department administers and de-
livers a wide range of programmes and measures, descriptions of which are available on its 
website at http://www.ahg.gov.ie.

Expenditure under these programme areas is recorded and accounted for on a national basis 
and it is not possible to give a regional or county-by-county breakdown of that expenditure. For 
example, a number of my Department’s programmes are delivered through agencies and other 
intermediary bodies that operate across county boundaries and in respect of which no detailed 
breakdown on a county basis is held by my Department. Groups and organisations that receive 
grants directly from my Department are not typically constituted on a single-county basis.

In view of this and because of the wide range of my Department’s schemes and programmes, 
and the large volumes of payments and grants involved, it is not possible to provide the infor-
mation sought. However, if the Deputy has specific queries relating to a particular programme 
or grant, I will endeavour to provide her with relevant information in that regard.

Ministerial Travel

08/07/2014WRQ00800457. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide in tabular form the amount of money spent on trips as part of foreign delegations 
for each of the past four years; the proposed expenditure for 2014, providing detailed aims and 
objectives of the trip. [29948/14]

08/07/2014WRQ00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The expen-
diture incurred by my Department in respect of overseas travel for each of the last four years, 
broken down by subsistence and transport costs (including airfares) is set out in the table below: 

Costs 2011 2012 2013 2014 to date
Transport costs 
(including air-
fares)

€108,839 €180,077 €155,174 €60,218

Subsistence €67,620 €128,644 €99,169 €24,128

All such expenditure relates exclusively to official business on behalf of my Department or 
the Government, and has been incurred in full conformity with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform guidance on such matters.

In 2014, an overall allocation of €1.463m has been provided in respect of the cost of travel 
and subsistence expenses of the Minister, Minister of State and staff of my Department on of-
ficial business, including both domestic and foreign travel. As the Deputy will appreciate, it is 
not possible to provide a breakdown of expenditure on foreign delegations for the remainder of 
the year, as this will depend on the specific trips required for the period in question. 

The work required to compile and collate the detailed aims and objectives of each trip, as 
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sought by the Deputy, could not be undertaken in the time available for replying to this Parlia-
mentary Question. However, if the Deputy has any specific queries relating to a particular trip 
which has been undertaken, I would be glad to seek to provide her with relevant information in 
that regard.

08/07/2014WRQ00950Departmental Programmes

08/07/2014WRQ01000458. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to expand the successful historic towns initiative; and if he will provide in tabular form 
the amount spent on historical towns initiative for each of the past four years. [29950/14]

08/07/2014WRQ01100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment is developing the heritage-led Historic Towns Initiative in collaboration with Fáilte Ire-
land and the Heritage Council.  A pilot programme for this initiative in Westport, Youghal and 
Listowel operated through 2013 and will conclude in 2014.   My primary objective with this 
pilot is to ensure that the participating towns have access to, and an understanding of, appropri-
ate guidance to assist them in best conserving their heritage assets and, in so doing, underpin 
the sustainability of their community and local economy.  It is my hope that meeting these goals 
will also, by extension, significantly enhance the visitor experience in these towns, thus help-
ing to maximise the potential positive contribution of tourism to each of these towns and their 
respective hinterlands.

Each participating town has set up a local Historic Towns Initiative working group consist-
ing of representatives of local government, businesses, community groups and other stakehold-
ers. The local groups are responsible for drawing up a vision for their town with specific objec-
tives supported by a clear action plan.  Funding was allocated by my Department to the towns 
for projects in 2013 and 2014 and this is set out in the table below. Additional support was 
provided to the initiative by Fáilte Ireland and the relevant local authorities.  Projects funded 
under the initiative include public realm enhancement works, heritage interpretation works and 
conservation works to heritage structures.   

On conclusion of the pilot programme later this year, I will consider the future expansion of 
the initiative to other historic towns, along with participating criteria for historic towns.  How-
ever, any enlargement of the initiative will, as previously advised to the Deputy, be subject to 
the availability of funding in the context of the many competing priorities for the conservation, 
preservation and presentation of the State’s heritage.

Year Allocation to Historic Towns Initiative
2013 €240,000
2014 €120,000

08/07/2014WRQ01150Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRQ01200459. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide in tabular form the amount of money spent on private consultants for each of the 
past four years; and the proposed expenditure for 2014 providing detailed aims and objectives 
of the contact. [29952/14]

08/07/2014WRQ01300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department was established on 2 June 2011. The following table lists the 
payments made to consultants from my Department’s Administrative Budget since that date.  It 
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may be noted that contracts for the provision of services are not included.  

Year Amount (€)
2011 40,637
2012 10,959
2013 30,176

In the published 2014 Revised Estimates Volume for my Department, the annual funding 
allocation under that specific subhead is €100,000. This funding is utilised to engage external 
expert advice to support analysis and policy development in my Department. Value for money 
is an overriding consideration in relation to the engagement of consultancy services.

For completeness, I wish to bring to the Deputy’s attention that from time to time my De-
partment also commissions engineering or environmental experts to provide technical reports 
on specific issues as required. While the providers of these services are consultant engineers, 
environmental consultants or may describe themselves in other such terms, their work is not 
classified as “consultancy services and policy reviews” and is not funded from my Depart-
ment’s Administrative Budget.

08/07/2014WRQ01350Departmental Programmes

08/07/2014WRQ01400460. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to expand the successful walled cities initiative; and if he will provide in tabular form the 
amount spent on this initiative for each of the past four years.  [29955/14]

08/07/2014WRQ01500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Irish 
Walled Towns Network was set up by the Heritage Council in 2005 in order to unite and coor-
dinate local authorities involved in the management, conservation and enhancement of historic 
walled towns in Ireland, both north and south.  I understand that there are now 24 members.  
The network provides grant funding for town wall conservation plans, the implementation of 
those plans and the running of Walled Towns Day festivals.

The administration and management of the Network is a matter for the Heritage Council. 
The Council has informed my Department that it has provided €2,348,026 in funding for the 
Network over the past 4 years, as set out in the Table below:

Year Amount of funding allocated to ITWN (€)
2013 264,568.00 
2012 521,140.00 
2011 678,083.00 
2010 884,235.00

08/07/2014WRQ01550Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRQ01600461. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
provide in tabular form details of increments paid since 2008 in his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30526/14]

08/07/2014WRQ01700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): A summary 
of the number and aggregate value of increments awarded to staff in each of the years 2011 
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(from 2 June) to 2014 (to 30 June) is set out in the table below. The payment of increments in 
my Department is subject to staff receiving a satisfactory rating through the Performance Man-
agement Development System. 

Year No of Increments Awarded Aggregate Value of Incre-
ments Awarded

2011 (2 Jun-31 Dec)* 74 €98,000
2012 269 €374,000
2013 279 €377,000
2014 (1 Jan-30 Jun) 109 €151,000

*Does not include increments awarded to Professional and Technical Grades who remained 
on the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government payroll during this 
period.

08/07/2014WRQ01750Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/07/2014WRQ01800462. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of retired civil and public servants that have been rehired on temporary contracts 
or as consultants under his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those figures in tabular 
form, providing associated costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[30551/14]

08/07/2014WRQ01900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Since its es-
tablishment in June 2011, my Department has rehired a small number of its retired civil servants 
(2) on temporary contracts or as consultants, as set out in the following table: 

Purpose Period Number of Persons 
Employed

Fees/Salary paid

Archaeological Re-
ports on Clonmacnoise

Dec 2011 - Dec 2014 1 €9,250

Caretaker at 3 NPWS 
properties

2011 – ongoing subject 
to annual review 

1 €5,400

For the sake of completeness as I have previously advised the House, one of my Special 
Advisers, Mr. James Kenny is a retired schoolteacher. Mr. Kenny’s salary, following abatement, 
is €42,941 per annum.  I am also advised that bodies under the aegis of my Department have 
rehired a small number (5) of their public servants on temporary contracts or as consultants, as 
set out in the following table:

Body Purpose Period Number of Per-
sons Employed

Fees /Salary 
paid

Údarás na Gael-
tachta

Interim CEO  Jan 2011 – April 
2012

1 €83,664

Údarás na Gael-
tachta

Provision of 
legal services   

Mar 2012 - Jun 
2014

1 €138,469

Foras na Gaeilge Work on Eng-
lish/Irish Dic-
tionary project 

Jul 2011 - Dec 
2012 

2 €13,785
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Body Purpose Period Number of Per-
sons Employed

Fees /Salary 
paid

Foras na Gaeilge Work relating to 
An Gúm

June 2011 to 
date

1 €25,920

08/07/2014WRQ01950Action Plan for Jobs

08/07/2014WRQ02000463. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will provide an update on the take-up rate of action 78 of the Action Plan for Jobs 
2014, relating to the distribution of 1,000 trading online vouchers in 2014 in tabular form; the 
take-up rate by region; the take-up rate by type of business; the number of applications by which 
the scheme was oversubscribed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28814/14]

08/07/2014WRQ02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy may be aware, I announced the nationwide availability of the Trading Online 
Voucher Scheme on 1 July last. Building on the successful pilot conducted in Dublin earlier this 
year, the Scheme was scaled up and opened for applications in Counties Cork, Dublin, Kerry, 
Louth, Sligo and Waterford in recent months. The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) are our key 
delivery partners in implementing this Scheme and are in the process of awarding vouchers to 
qualifying companies in these areas. 

Under the national rollout, 1,000 vouchers are being made available for qualifying busi-
nesses through the network of 31 LEOs between now and the end of 2014 with at least 1,000 
more on offer next year. The Government has allocated €5 million for the rollout of the Scheme 
and businesses will be able to apply for grants of up to €2,500 to help them trade online. 

Details of the numbers and nature of companies availing of the vouchers in each county or 
LEO area will become available as vouchers are awarded over the coming months.

08/07/2014WRQ02150Broadband Services Provision

08/07/2014WRQ02200464. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources when he expects the European Commission to make its decision in relation to 
the roll-out of fibre broadband along the ESB network; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29708/14]

08/07/2014WRQ02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The matter raised by the Deputy relates to the obligation of ESB to notify the European Com-
mission of the proposed joint venture in accordance with Council Regulation (EC) No. 139/2004 
of 20 January 2004 on the control of concentrations between undertakings (the Merger Regula-
tion) and EU Commission implementing regulations. This is a corporate issue between the ESB 
and the European Commission and I therefore have no function in this matter.  

08/07/2014WRQ02350Pension Provisions

08/07/2014WRQ02400465. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the reason a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary has had their pension 
stopped by Inland Fisheries Ireland; and when they may expect to have same re-instated with 
full back payments included.  [29878/14]
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08/07/2014WRQ02500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Matters in relation to pension payments are, in the first 
instance, an operational matter for Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI). Pension payments by public 
bodies are made in accordance with the terms of the pension scheme in operation in each in-
stance and the relevant legislative framework.  In this regard, I have asked IFI to contact the 
Deputy directly to address his queries.

08/07/2014WRQ02550Broadband Services Provision

08/07/2014WRQ02600466. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will he ensure that the area of Courtbrack and Foxes Bridge, County Cork, will 
be included in the recently announced outline broadband roll-out scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29006/14]

08/07/2014WRQ02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to radically change the 
broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is available to all citi-
zens and businesses. This will be achieved by providing:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment; and

- a State-led intervention for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway and in 
some instances have been accelerated in both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband 
services. Commercial operators combined have either invested, or committed to invest, over €2 
billion in their Irish networks, delivering high speed broadband to homes and businesses. 

As a result of this accelerated investment the addressable area required by the State-led 
intervention has been reduced by 30% since the National Broadband Plan was launched. While 
the commercial developments are welcome the acceleration of investment is largely contained 
to cities and towns. Consequently, the speeds that are available in these areas are demonstrably 
better than those that are available in more rural areas. 

On 25 April last, I signalled the Government’s commitment to a major telecommunications 
network build-out to rural Ireland, with fibre as the foundation of its investment, as part of the 
State-led intervention under the National Broadband Plan. This commitment is a clear expres-
sion of Government’s determination to address the connectivity challenge in rural Ireland in a 
meaningful and sustainable way. 

Central to the strategy will be a long term, future proofed infrastructure build with next gen-
eration backhaul infrastructure (likely to be primarily fibre based) as the key component under-
pinning whatever access technology delivers the service (fixed or wireless). This infrastructure 
build will extend to locations in every county in the State identified as having no existing or 
planned enabling fibre network. It will be part of an end-to-end strategy that will address all 
parts of Ireland that cannot access commercial high speed broadband services.

A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my Department which will identify 
those areas that will require a State intervention. I have published a county-by-county list of 
towns and villages which have already been identified for a fibre build-out. This list is available 
on my Department’s website, www.dcenr.gov.ie.
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Currently, a total of 108 areas in County Cork have been identified as requiring an interven-
tion. This is an indicative list and is subject to the completion of the mapping exercise. Further 
locations may be identified as this process continues. Similarly, it may be determined that some 
locations on the list will be addressed by the commercial sector and will therefore not require 
State intervention. I would point out that the EU Commission’s guidelines on State aid for high 
speed broadband infrastructure preclude Member States from intervening in regions in which 
private investors have demonstrated plans to roll out their own infrastructure within the follow-
ing three years. 

I have recently launched a stakeholder consultation on the implementation of the State-led 
intervention. This consultation, among other things, seeks views on the proposed criteria to be 
used in finalising those locations which require a State intervention. The outcome of this con-
sultation will enable finalisation of the mapping exercise, which I expect will be concluded in 
the autumn. 

In tandem with the completion of the mapping exercise, intensive design and planning work 
is ongoing in my Department with a view to producing a detailed end to end strategy for the 
State led intervention. As part of this process consideration will be given to appropriate mea-
sures to respond to aggregated community demand for services. My Department has already 
received a detailed submission from residents and business in the Courtbrack area of County 
Cork and this will be considered in the context of the mapping exercise and strategy develop-
ment generally. It is my intention to conduct a full public consultation on the outcome of the 
mapping process and the proposed strategy once finalised. 

This will be followed by a detailed procurement process with a view to commencing con-
struction of the fibre network and provision of services in identified areas as quickly as possible.

08/07/2014WRQ02750Freedom of Information Requests

08/07/2014WRQ02800467. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will outline in tabular form per annum from 2009 to date in 2014 the total num-
ber of freedom of information requests received by his Department; the total refused; the total 
granted; the total part-granted; the total appealed; the total successful appeals; the total part-
successful appeals; the total refusals; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29064/14]

08/07/2014WRQ02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The information sought by the Deputy is set out in the following tables: 

 - Number of FOI Re-
quests

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

1 Received 52 55 54 70 39 31
2 Refused 9 11 4 22 9 *11
3 Granted 22 17 9 16 2 *2
4 Part-Granted 12 22 21 23 13 *14

* These figures do not include requests currently under consideration.

 - Number of Internal 
Reviews

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

1 Received 6 5 2 3 0 0
2 *Affirmed Original 

Decision
6 2 1 2 0 0
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 - Number of Internal 
Reviews

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

3 *Varied Original Deci-
sion

0 2 1 1 0 0

4 *Withdrawn 0 1 0 0 0 0

 *Outcomes of Appeals reflect the cases accepted in that year.

 - Number of FOI 
Requests to OIC

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

1 Appealed 1 1 1 1 *1 0
2 **Successful Ap-

peals 
0 0 0 1 0 0

3 **Part Successful 
Appeals 

0 0 0 0 0 0

4 **Refused 1 1 1 0 0 0
 *Withdrawn.

**Outcomes of Appeals reflect the cases accepted in that year.

08/07/2014WRQ02950Departmental Staff Data

08/07/2014WRQ03000468. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide in tabular form the number of staff in his Department currently 
on a sabbatical-career break broken down by zero to six months; six to 12 months; one to two 
years; two to three years; four to five years; five years-plus; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [29081/14]

08/07/2014WRQ03100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table: 

Period Months Months Years Years Years Years
Career Break 
period

0 - 6 
Months

6 - 12 
months

1 - 2 years 2-3 years 4 - 5 years 5 years 
plus

Number of 
staff

0 1 3 3 2 0

08/07/2014WRQ03150Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRQ03200469. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide, in tabular form, the total photography costs for his Department 
since coming to office inclusive of costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list 
of occasions for which photographers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of 
costs associated with each occasion that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding 
the booking of photographers within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29098/14]

08/07/2014WRQ03300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table. The booking of pho-
tographers is managed by the Department’s Press Office in each case.
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Photography Costs - Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources

Company Event Date-
March 2011-
May 2014

Event Cost

Maxwell Photography 13/06/2011 Government convenes 
Next Generation Broad-
band Taskforce

340.92

Maxwell Photography 27/07/2011 Age Action Silver Surfer 
Launch (pre shoot)

274.97

Maxwell Photography 23/09/2011 Minister Rabbitte stock 
photos available for wide-
spread media use

409.58

Maxwell Photography 24/10/2011 Minister Rabbitte wel-
comes EU Commission 
Telecoms specialists to 
Dublin

552.67

Maxwell Photography (1) 27/11/11 Publication of the Govern-
ment’s Affordable Energy 
Strategy

1,052.70

(2) 16/11/11 Launch of Irish Anti Botnet 
Website (anti cyber crime 
initiative)

Fennell Photography 09/12/2011 Cunningham Awards, Geo-
logical Survey of Ireland, 
University Geology Project 
Competition Awards

510.75

Jason Clarke Photogra-
phy

10/01/2012 Launch of Community 
Outreach Campaign - Digi-
tal TV Switchover

492.00

Jason Clarke Photogra-
phy

13/01/2012 Launch of the SMS 112 
emergency service

492.00

Jason Clarke Photogra-
phy

06/02/2012 Nationwide rollout of high 
speed broadband to second 
level schools

492.00

Jason Clarke Photogra-
phy

01/03/2012 Minister Rabbitte wel-
comes 23 Digital Outreach 
Champions

492.00

Maxwell Photography 02/05/2012 Next Generation Broad-
band Taskforce launch

485.85

Jason Clarke Photogra-
phy

28/05/2012 Launch of the Renewable 
Energy Strategy Report

492.00

Jason Clarke Photogra-
phy

22/08/2012 Third Central & North At-
lantic Conjugate Margins 
Conference

492.00

Jason Clarke Photogra-
phy

30/08/2012 Launch of the National 
Broadband Plan

492.00



Questions - Written Answers

338

Company Event Date-
March 2011-
May 2014

Event Cost

Jason Clarke Photogra-
phy

15/10/2012 Minister Rabbitte visits 
Kippure TV mast for Digi-
tal Switchover with media

492.00

Phocus 08/11/2012 Minister Rabbitte inspects 
high speed broadband in 
St. Colman’s School

359.78

Jason Clarke Photogra-
phy

17/12/2012 Announcement of Ireland’s 
Digital Champion

492.00

Jason Clarke Photogra-
phy

24/01/2013 Signing of Energy MoU 
with Britain

492.00

Maxwell Photography 28/02/2013 Launch of National Energy 
Efficiency Action Plan

499.38

Maxwell Photography 05/03/2013 Announcement of phase II 
of Schools Broadband in 
Warrenmount School

361.62

Maxwell Photography 11/07/2013 Launch of the National 
Digital Strategy

327.18

Maxwell Photography 26/11/2013 Appointment of the New 
Chairman and Commis-
sioners in Comreg

137.76

Maxwell Photography 12/05/2014 Launch of Energy Green 
Paper

327.18

TOTAL 11,159.59

08/07/2014WRQ03350Departmental Contracts

08/07/2014WRQ03400470. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will provide, in tabular form, the use of external public relations firms employed 
by his Department since coming to office; the list of uses of the external public relations firm; 
the internal Department policy with regard to employing external groups; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29115/14]

08/07/2014WRQ03500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Departmental remit includes complex policy areas, oversight of State regulation and service 
provision across key strategic services such as energy and public broadcasting, and regulation 
of sectors such as mining and hydrocarbon exploration. Given the technical complexity, eco-
nomic significance and community interest in these areas, there is a requirement to disseminate 
information and to address specific issues as they arise. The Department therefore necessarily 
incurs some expenditure on public relations from time to time.   

In procuring these services, my Department always seeks to ensure value for money and the 
keeping of expenditure to the minimum necessary.

The information which the Deputy requested is outlined in tabular format as follows. 
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Company Purpose of Consultancy
Morrow Communications Ltd Provision of services in relation to outreach 

in rural communities with respect to low fly-
ing geophysical survey and soil geochemical 
survey.

Murray Consultants Media Services to the Department.
McConnells Advertising Agency Public information campaign on the Digital 

Switchover moving from analogue TV to 
Digital TV.

Communications Consultants Ireland Management of two Public Information Meet-
ings on new Inland Fisheries Legislation

08/07/2014WRQ03550Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRQ03600471. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the total amount spent on external information technology consultants by his De-
partment in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29150/14]

08/07/2014WRQ03700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department has not incurred any expenditure on external IT consultants in the years in 
question.  The Information Systems Services Division of my Department does, however, have 
contracts with 6 IT companies for the provision of ICT personnel, who are classed as contrac-
tors rather than consultants. The amount spent under this heading is as follows:

Company 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Compass Informatics €41,980 €69,375 €85,931 €79,815 €51,328
Client Solutions €99,642 €100,050 €97,875 €101,572 €50,830
CPL €93,060 €103,224 €104,033 €96,408 €59,449
ESRI €126,229 €126,771 €130,464 €119,406 €63,921
System Dynamics 
(2 Contractors)

€135,568 €187,210 €199,651 €166,377 €111,835

IT Force 
(2 Contractors until 
December 2012)

€270,015 €240,373 €195,895 €122,969 €60,295

08/07/2014WRQ03750Departmental Contracts

08/07/2014WRQ03800472. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if his Department has renegotiated external information technology consultancy con-
tracts and costs since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29169/14]

08/07/2014WRQ03900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department has not incurred any expenditure on external IT consultants since March 2011.   
The Information Systems Services Division of my Department does, however, have contracts 
with 6 IT companies for the provision of ICT personnel, who are classed as contractors rather 
than consultants. All contracts entered into follow Public Procurement guidelines and, when 
completed, are re-advertised on eTenders or the EU Journal as appropriate.
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Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRQ04000473. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide in tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under 
his Department’s remit made since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies in State boards 
under his Department’s remit since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies in State boards 
under his Department’s remit publically advertised since March 2011 to date; and the number 
of appointments to State boards under his remit drawn directly from the public advertisement 
process. [29187/14]

08/07/2014WRQ04100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
This Government has made changes in relation to appointments to State Boards and bodies with 
new arrangements involving advertisement of vacancies for applications from suitably quali-
fied candidates and, in accordance with the government Decision of 12 April 2011, I have, each 
year, on my Department’s website, invited Expressions of Interest from persons wishing to be 
considered for appointment to vacancies on State Boards under the aegis of my Department. 
This information has been used to inform decisions for appointments to State Boards.

Such invitations are designed to extend the range of suitable persons from which a Minister 
might make appointments – not to constrain that range. In 2011 there were 31 applications re-
ceived following the advertisement for Expressions of Interest from which 3 appointments were 
made. In 2012 there were 37 applications received following the advertisement for Expressions 
of Interest from which 5 appointments were made. In the current 2013/2014 call for expressions 
of interest there have been 110 applications received to date following the advertisement for 
Expressions of Interest from which 10 appointments were made.

There are currently 14 vacancies on State Boards under the aegis of my Department. Seven 
of these vacancies are on the Board of the Digital Hub Development Agency and, in light of the 
proposed merger of that agency with Dublin City Council, it is not proposed to make further 
appointments at this time.

There have been 108 appointments made to State Boards under the aegis of my Department 
in the period March 2011 to date. The following table details all appointments to State Boards 
which have been filled since 9 March 2011 to date, including the appointments made from 
the Expressions of Interest received, taking into consideration qualifications and legislative 
requirements where applicable. It should also be noted that about one third of the appointments 
made were either ex-officio appointments, reappointments, the appointment of worker directors 
chosen by election, or appointments made from nominations made by an Oireachtas Commit-
tee.

Appointments made to State Boards under the aegis of the Department of Communi-
cations, Energy and Natural Resources from 9 March 2011 to date.

Body Number of Appoint-
ments made from 9 
March 2011 to date

Category of Appointments made 
from 9 March 2011 to date

An Post 14 Appointments 1 Chairperson
5 Worker Directors
1 Expression of Interest Director
7 Other Directors

Broadcasting Authority of 
Ireland 

1 Appointment 1 Other Director
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Body Number of Appoint-
ments made from 9 
March 2011 to date

Category of Appointments made 
from 9 March 2011 to date

Bord na Móna 10 Appointments 1 Chairperson (Expression of 
Interest)
6 Other Directors
2 Expression of Interest Directors
1 Elected Employee Member

Bord Gais Eireann 4 Appointments 3 Other Directors
1 SIPTU Union Rep

EirGrid 9 Appointments 1 Chairperson
2 Expression of Interest Directors
5 Other Directors
1 Staff Representative

ESB 6 Appointments 1 Chairperson
1 Expression of Interest Director
4 Other Directors

Irish National Petroleum 
Corporation (INPC)

5 Appointments 1 Chairperson
4 Other Directors

National Oil Reserves 
Agency (NORA)

6 Appointments 1 Chairperson
5 Other Directors

TG4 8 Appointments 1 Chairperson
2 Expressions of Interest Director
5 Other Directors

Sustainable Energy Author-
ity of Ireland (SEAI)

16 Appointments 1 Chairperson
2 Expression of Interest Directors
13 Other Directors

Digital Hub Development 
Agency (DHDA)

12 Appointments 1 Chairperson
2 Expression of Interest Directors
9 Other Directors

Ordnance Survey Ireland 
(OSi)

11 Appointments 1 Chairperson
1 Expression of Interest Director
9 Other Directors

Inland Fisheries Ireland 4 Appointments 4 Expression of Interest Directors
The Mining Board 2 Appointments 1 Chairperson

1 Other Director

08/07/2014WRQ04150Legislative Programme

08/07/2014WRQ04200474. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of Bills his Department has published since March 2011; the number of 
regulatory impact assessments that his Department has published since March 2011; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29289/14]

08/07/2014WRQ04300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Since March 2011 there have been five Bills initiated by me and brought through the legislative 
process to completion as follows:

- The Access to Central Treasury Funds (Commission for Energy Regulation) Bill 2011, 
enacted on the 23rd  of November 2011. No Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) was required 
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for this Bill - a full RIA was undertaken for the related Petroleum (Exploration and Extraction) 
Safety Act, 2010. 

- The Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2011, enacted on the 25th of February 2012. 
A RIA for the Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2011 was published with the Bill on the 
27th  September 2011. 

- The Electricity Regulation (Carbon Revenue Levy)(Amendment) Bill 2012, enacted on 
the 25th  of May 2012. This was emergency legislation on foot of a Supreme Court Decision 
and therefore was exempt from RIA requirements.

- The Gas Regulation Bill 2013, enacted on the 3rd  of December 2013. A RIA on the Gas 
Regulation Bill 2013, setting out the policy context and rationale for the implementation of full 
ownership unbundling, including for the sale of Bord Gáis Energy, was prepared. Some of the 
material contained in the RIA was considered to be commercially sensitive in light of the ongo-
ing transaction process. Therefore, it has not been published at this stage.

- The ESB (Electronic Communications Networks) Bill 2014, enacted on the 18th   of 
March 2014. A RIA was completed in respect of the Bill and was published on my Department’s 
website. 

My Department undertakes RIA in accordance with the procedures set out in the RIA Guide-
lines published by the Department of the Taoiseach.

08/07/2014WRQ04350Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRQ04400475. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his Department or agencies under its auspices has engaged the services of a debt 
collection agency in pursuing money owed to his Department or its agencies; if his Department 
have guidelines regarding hiring such agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29326/14]

08/07/2014WRQ04500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department has not engaged the services of any debt collection agencies and there are no 
guidelines in place for hiring such agencies. The information sought regarding the Agencies 
under the aegis of my Department is an operational matter for each agency. I will request the 
relevant bodies to reply directly to the Deputy with the information requested in respect of their 
organisation.

08/07/2014WRQ04550Wildlife Conservation

08/07/2014WRQ04600476. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will respond to the issues raised in a consultant report (details supplied) relating to 
current salmon conservation measures within the Waterford stock complex; the recommenda-
tion therein for a new and extended closed-season survey as suggested by the Waterford Estuary 
Fishermen’s Association; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29339/14]

08/07/2014WRQ04700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I can inform the Deputy that catch and release angling is 
being undertaken on the Suir in 2014 and the rod catch, combined with a rod exploitation rate 
and catch data over the previous four years will be used by the Standing Scientific Committee 
for Salmon (SSCS) to provide a salmon stock assessment for the Suir in 2014.
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The Stillwaters Consultancy letter notes that higher proportions of multi sea winter salmon 
have an important effect on the Conservation Limits (CL) required on each river and comments 
that it is vital to obtain information of the proportions of multi sea winter fish returning.

The SCSS reviewed the number of rivers designated at multi sea rivers (MSW) in 2012 and 
included the Barrow, Nore & Suir as MSW rivers. The size of rod caught salmon reported in 
the national tagging and logbook scheme was used to determine the percentage of the rod catch 
greater than 4kg (as representative of MSW fish). The proportion of MSW salmon used in the 
calculation of conservation limit was raised from 7.5% to 38% for the Suir in 2012. On the basis 
of a higher proportion of multi sea winter salmon, the conservation limit for the Suir decreased 
from 16,464 salmon in 2011 to 14,048 in 2012. The calculation of CL for individual rivers will 
not be examined again for a five year period.

The Stillwaters Consultancy letter states that a new survey in the closed season to bolster the 
catch figures of anglers and snap net fishermen from the Nore to give a picture of the propor-
tions of salmon both 1SW and MSW destined for each river system is now vital.

As set out above, the proportions of 1SW and MSW salmon were revised for the Bar-
row, Nore and Suir in 2012 and will be used by the SSCS for a five year period. Therefore no 
new information of the proportions of 1SW:MSW is required. This revised split of 1SW:MSW 
salmon for these rivers undertaken in 2012 was based on the recorded salmon rod catch in each 
individual river over the full angling season over a five year period and would be more com-
prehensive than any estuary survey where the discrimination of fish from the Barrow, Nore and 
Suir would be difficult with a high degree of uncertainty.

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) have been in contact with University College Cork, the au-
thors of the Waterford Genetic Stock Identification Project (2011), in order to clarify the situa-
tion with regard the determination of the river of origin of Atlantic salmon caught as part of an 
experimental fishery prosecuted in Waterford Harbour in 2010.  They confirm, using their then 
standard panel of genetic markers for stock discrimination in Atlantic salmon (16 microsatel-
lites) and an additional analysis using small number of randomly selected 210 SNP markers 
(SNPs then being in the early methodological stages of development and application), that it 
was not possible to categorically assign genetically fish captured in a mixed fisheries situation 
in Waterford Harbour to their potential rivers of origin, namely the Nore, Barrow and Suir. 

IFI are also informed by UCC that there have been substantial technological advancements 
in salmon genetic stock identification in the period since the investigation was undertaken in 
2010 and 2011.   As a result DNA SNP marker panels with up to 250K markers are available, 
such that it might now be possible to develop a panel of markers based on subset of these, which 
could be highly discriminatory and specific to the rivers entering Waterford Harbour. However 
IFI are also advised that the design and development of such a panel would require a substantial 
research effort and there is no absolute guarantee of success.

In conclusion, the recommendation for a new and extended closed-season survey as sug-
gested by the Waterford Estuary Fishermen’s Association is not required with regard to assess-
ment of salmon stocks on the Barrow, Nore or Suir as there is a stock assessment method (rod 
catch) already in place for all three rivers. Also proportions of 1SW and MSW salmon has been 
revised recently (2012) by the SSCS to determine salmon conservation limits for all three riv-
ers. One of the objectives of the 2010 survey was to provide a qualitative assessment of salmon 
stock abundance on the Barrow as no assessment was available at that time. Since then the 
Barrow has been open for catch and release angling and a means of salmon stock assessment 
is therefore currently in place. 

As set out above, the use of DNA SNP techniques is still at a developmental stage with 
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no certainty of being able to discriminate salmon stocks from individual rivers in Waterford 
estuary. In fact, currently there is no requirement to discriminate individual stocks entering 
Waterford estuary as a stock assessment method is in place for all three rivers and the SSCS 
provide catch advice annually. One of the objectives of the 2010 survey was to determine the 
mixed stock nature of the estuarine catch but this is not a requirement in the current scientific 
assessment process.

08/07/2014WRQ04750Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WRQ04800477. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if any consideration has been given by his Department to the continuous 
multi-year annual funding being provided to TG4; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29420/14]

08/07/2014WRQ04900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I refer to the reply to Question No. 130 of 26 June 2014. The position is unchanged.

08/07/2014WRQ04950Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WRQ05000478. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the amount of funding his Department provides for library services for persons 
with a visual impairment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29572/14]

08/07/2014WRQ05100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department does not provide any funding specifically for library services for persons with 
a visual impairment as my Department does not manage any library services with the one ex-
ception of the library of the Geological Survey of Ireland (G.S.I.). The G.S.I. Library is a small 
specialised library and currently does not facilitate those with a visual impairment.

08/07/2014WRR00150Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRR00200479. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of 
his special advisers; if he will provide details of any request made for an increase above the spe-
cial adviser pay cap set by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount 
of the increase sought.  [29599/14]

08/07/2014WRR00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department requested sanction from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to 
appoint my Special Advisers, Mr Finbarr O’ Malley and Mr Simon Nugent, at salary rates com-
mensurate with their previous remuneration. Sanction was granted to appoint Mr. O’Malley at 
a salary rate of €83,337 per annum and Mr. Nugent at a salary rate of €97,200 per annum. 

Both salaries have been subsequently reduced in accordance with the Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest Act 2013 and the relevant provisions of the Haddington Road 
Agreement.

08/07/2014WRR00350Better Energy Homes Scheme Administration
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08/07/2014WRR00400480. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the reason the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland feels the need to replace the 
current grant agreement in place for a community-based organisation (details supplied) which 
is a not-for-profit group of organisations operating the better energy warmer homes scheme 
with an open tendering process which, by SEAI’s own admission, is being designed from com-
mercial for-profit entities.  [29623/14]

08/07/2014WRR00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers the Better Energy Warmer 
Homes scheme on behalf of my Department. The scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency 
measures to low-income households who meet the defined eligibility criteria and are vulnerable 
to energy poverty. 

Recipients of the scheme do not receive grants but have measures installed free of charge. 
Homeowners register their interest in the scheme and are placed on an SEAI waiting list. Since 
the commencement of the scheme in 2000, over 106,000 homes around the country have re-
ceived energy efficiency measures under the Warmer Homes scheme, with a total spend of over 
€119 million.

The scheme is delivered by Community Based Organisations (CBOs) and a panel of con-
tractors in order to ensure national coverage. The scheme has evolved over time from a small 
programme to the current level of delivery, with approximately 12,000 energy poor homes due 
to receive upgrades this year. SEAI now wish to consolidate delivery of the scheme to achieve 
the optimum efficiency and value for public money.

SEAI has extensively engaged with CBOs over the past year on the transition to the new 
model. CBO involvement, supporting local employment and assisting in identifying and gain-
ing access to most vulnerable homes, will still be an integral part of the new model. 

The new model will use a competitive tendering process to ensure the best value is delivered 
for the State. This tendering process will still consider all proposals based on their approach to 
identifying and accessing vulnerable homes, involvement of local community groups and the 
benefits for local employment. The new model will also encourage partnerships between Par-
ticipating Energy Suppliers, Contractors and CBOs.

08/07/2014WRR00550Communications Market Regulation

08/07/2014WRR00600481. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources in view of US Federal Communications Commission deliberations on net 
neutrality, if he will outline the position in Ireland regarding whether Internet providers can 
legally block, throttle, or slow down access to websites, or charge content companies for faster 
and more reliable delivery of their traffic to users; and his views on whether the Houses of the 
Oireachtas should introduce net neutrality legislation. [29700/14]

08/07/2014WRR00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The regulation of the electronic communications market is an EU competency to ensure har-
monised regulatory rules in the provision of such services and the associated electronic com-
munications infrastructure within a fully liberalised internal EU electronic communications 
market. There is currently no legal impediment to operators throttling or blocking access to 
internet content or for them to charge content companies for faster delivery of their traffic. This 
however, is now being addressed at EU level. 

In September 2013, the EU Commission submitted a proposal to the Council and European 
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Parliament for a “Regulation laying down measures concerning the European single market 
for electronic communications and to achieve a Connected Continent, and amending Direc-
tives 2002/20/EC, 2002/21/EC and 2002/22/EC and Regulations (EC) No 1211/2009 and (EU) 
No 531/2012” which includes proposed obligations on providers of internet access to provide 
unhindered connection to all content, applications and services accessed by end-users, which is 
also referred to as Net-Neutrality. This proposal also contains provisions for traffic management 
measures which will allow operators the necessary flexibility to manage their networks in such 
a way as to avoid unnecessary congestion.

The Commission’s proposal is currently being considered by the Council and European Par-
liament. We will continue to contribute to the debate at European level with a view to ensuring 
that any new measures are fair, proportionate and consistent across Europe and will implement 
any legislative or other action that emerge from this debate.

08/07/2014WRR00750Electricity Transmission Network

08/07/2014WRR00800482. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the rights, if any, adjacent property owners have regarding ESB Networks running 
cables in front of or near their properties; if undergrounding such cables can be mandatory in 
order to minimise the visual damage done by such cables; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29757/14]

08/07/2014WRR00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):  
This matter is an operational one for the company concerned, in accordance with appropriate 
planning provisions, and not one in which I, as Minister, have any role or function.   

08/07/2014WRR00950Electricity Transmission Network

08/07/2014WRR01000483. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to update the relevant sections of the Electricity (Supply) Act 1927 to give 
greater rights to landowners affected either directly or indirectly by works carried out by ESB 
Networks such as providing a supply to new one-off housing; and if his attention has been 
drawn to any court cases involving ESB Networks and private persons regarding the routing 
of overhead cables for one-off housing adversely affecting adjacent landowners.  [29758/14]

08/07/2014WRR01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I am not aware of any need to alter the arrangements currently in place under the relevant provi-
sions of the Electricity (Supply) Amendment Act 1927 in relation to works carried out by ESB 
Networks Limited as outlined by the Deputy. Accordingly, I do not have any plans to amend 
the Act. The existing arrangements as implemented by the company concerned are operational 
matters for the company and not matters in which I, as Minister, have any role or function. 

In relation to the matter of any court cases involving ESB networks and private persons 
regarding the routing of overhead cables, these would also be operational matters for the com-
pany and not matters in which I would have a function.  

08/07/2014WRR01150Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRR01200484. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide in tabular form details of increments paid since 2008 in his Depart-
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ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30527/14]

08/07/2014WRR01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

- 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
No. of Staff 
in receipt of 
Increment

225 189 171 158 121 113 65

Average 
number of 
staff em-
ployed in 
Dept.

323 310 289 282 265 268 272 (staff 
numbers 
as at 
31/5/14)

Increments are paid in line with the approved rates of pay at the time as outlined on the 
website of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. Since 1 July 2013 incremental 
progression is being applied in line with the terms of the Haddington Road Agreement.  The 
payment of increments is subject to satisfactory performance under the Performance Manage-
ment Development System (PMDS). 

The configuration of the payroll system does not allow for the extraction of the annual cost 
of increments.

08/07/2014WRR01350Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/07/2014WRR01400485. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the number of retired civil and public servants who have been rehired on 
temporary contracts or as consultants under his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those 
figures in tabular form, providing associated costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30552/14]

08/07/2014WRR01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Retired public and civil servants are engaged from time to time by my Department in areas 
where specific expertise is required for a short fixed period.  These staff provide a level of 
knowledge, experience and background compatible with such requirements. 

Details of such engagements from 2011 to date are outlined in the following table.

Year Number Associated cost
2011 3 €12,425
2012 5 €22,862
2013 3 €29,941
2014(to date) 2 €99,144

In addition to the above a retired member of an Garda Síochána is employed by me as Ci-
vilian Driver at an annual salary of €32,965.  The abatement principle, which ensures that the 
fee paid plus pension does not exceed the rate of pay the pensioner would receive if he/she had 
continued service in their former post, applies as appropriate.



Questions - Written Answers

348

08/07/2014WRR01550Genetically Modified Organisms

08/07/2014WRR01600486. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the steps he has taken to register Ireland’s opposition to genetically modified crops 
in the EU; and the other action he can take in view of recent developments. [29164/14]

08/07/2014WRR01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): At the June 2014 EU Council of Environment Ministers, the Greek Presidency sought po-
litical agreement on a proposed amendment to Directive 2001/18/EC on the deliberate release 
of GMOs. This amendment, if progressed, would allow Member States to restrict or prohibit the 
commercial cultivation of GMOs in their territory under defined criteria. 

On behalf of Ireland, I voted in favour of this proposal at Council.  Indeed, there was near 
unanimous support for the measure, with just two Member States abstaining on the day.  Since 
the Commission originally proposed this amendment to the Deliberate Release Directive back 
in 2010, Ireland has been generally supportive of the concept of individual Member States pos-
sessing greater powers and autonomy in this area. Nevertheless, and despite the considerable 
support expressed at the recent Council, Member States have found this a difficult file to reach 
consensus on and most have had to compromise to reach this agreement after four years of 
discussions.  The Italian Presidency will now seek an agreement with the European Parliament, 
and hopes to do so during its Presidency term.   

None of the GM crops currently authorised for commercial cultivation within the European 
Union is considered to have characteristics relevant to Irish agriculture. In that sense, Ireland 
would not have an immediate need to consider implementing the provisions of the proposal.

08/07/2014WRR01750Property Taxation Deferrals

08/07/2014WRR01800487. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if 80% of the deferrals sought on the local property tax will be retained by the local 
authority when they are paid. [29322/14]

08/07/2014WRR01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, as amended, commencing this year, 
the Minister for Finance will pay into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the 
Local Property Tax paid into the Central Fund during that year. Accordingly, any deferrals paid 
in 2014 and subsequent years will be part of the Local Property Tax income for that year.   

In terms of local retention of Local Property Tax, the Government has indicated its intention 
to move to 80% retention of the Tax from 2015. A decision to allow local authorities to retain 
80% of LPT collected locally and the power to vary LPT rates will facilitate further implemen-
tation of the local government reform programme, a core element of which involves greater 
devolution to the local government sector, through supporting enhanced local decision making 
on spending priorities.

My Department will continue to work with local authorities to ensure that they have an ap-
propriate level of information, including in relation to LPT retention, to facilitate their budget 
processes.

08/07/2014WRR01950Water Meters
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08/07/2014WRR02000488. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the way a company (details supplied) was awarded a regional contract by Irish 
Water to install water meters on 26 July 2013, when it was only registered with the Companies 
Registration Office on 11 July 2013 and could not possibly have had a tax clearance certificate 
or been registered to participate in the tendering process. [29362/14]

08/07/2014WRR02100545. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the total amount of money spent by Irish Water attempting to install water meters 
in areas where protesters have prevented their installation; the timeframe for the eventual instal-
lation of meters in these areas; and the calculated total additional costs of installing meters in 
these areas relative to the normal cost in an estate. [29777/14]

08/07/2014WRR02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 488 and 545 together.

The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to al-
low Irish Water to undertake the water metering programme. The installation programme com-
menced in August 2013 and will be completed by mid-2016.  The timeframe and the allocation 
of resources for the installation of meters in each region is an operational matter for Irish Water.

Irish Water has informed my Department that its tendering process is fully compliant with 
public procurement rules. In accordance with EU procurement rules, given the value of the 
contract for the domestic metering programme, this tender was advertised at EU level, in ac-
cordance with EU procurement rules. While I have a role in consenting to capital commitments, 
neither I nor my Department were   involved in the award of contracts. 

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on 1890 278 278.

08/07/2014WRR02250Septic Tank Registration Scheme

08/07/2014WRR02300489. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if a person who has not yet registered their septic tank owing to a specific medical 
situation can now register their tank and still have the option to apply for a grant for remedia-
tion-upgrade works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29030/14]

08/07/2014WRR02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Registration) Regulations 2012 pre-
scribed 1 February 2013 as the date by which householders must register their domestic waste-
water treatment systems. The only exception to this is where construction or installation of a 
treatment system takes place after that date. In such cases, the owner of the premises connected 
to the treatment system is obliged to register within 90 days of the connection of the premises 
to the treatment system. 

Registration facilities have been available since 26 June 2012 and have been comprehen-
sively publicised. Owners of domestic wastewater systems who have not yet registered may 
still do so and there are no late payment fees payable (but the discount for early registration no 
longer applies). Registration can be completed via the website www.protectourwater.ie or in 
any local authority office.   

The Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Financial Assistance) Regulations 2013, a 
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copy of which is available in the Oireachtas library, introduced a grants scheme for household-
ers whose treatment systems require remediation or upgrading following an inspection carried 
out under the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 and the subsequent issue of an advisory 
notice under that legislation. A number of qualification criteria are set out in the regulations, all 
of which must be met in order for a grant to be paid. One of those criteria is that only household-
ers who complied with the legal obligation to register their treatment systems by 1 February 
2013 will be eligible to apply for grant aid. 

08/07/2014WRR02450Community Development Initiatives

08/07/2014WRR02500490. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to a public meeting that has been organ-
ised in response to a local community’s experience of economic decline and underdevelopment 
(details supplied); the ways in which his Department directly, or agencies accountable, either 
directly or indirectly to his Department, including the local authorities, Pobal and the Dormant 
Accounts Fund, can provide assistance and facilitation to a community that is taking steps in 
this way to organise itself and develop its resources; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29032/14]

08/07/2014WRR02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): A key policy objective of my Department is to facilitate integrated development at local 
level and foster vibrant, sustainable and inclusive communities, and to support the Community 
and Voluntary Sector in its contribution to an active, democratic and pluralist society. I recently 
adopted a new Dormant Accounts Action Plan for 2014 that will provide diverse supports for 
disadvantaged communities, including measures to promote youth employment, employability 
and entrepreneurship, training for carers and support for people with disabilities. Measures 
under my Department will be administered by Pobal and applications will be invited later this 
year.

The LEADER elements of the 2014-2020 Rural Development Programme, for which my 
Department is responsible, will be operational in early 2015. The Programme will fund enter-
prise development, job creation, rural tourism and recreation initiatives. It will also target social 
inclusion through building community capacity, training, basic services for hard to reach com-
munities and initiatives aimed at rural youth.

In addition, the report of the Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas 
(CEDRA) was launched by An Taoiseach in April 2014. The report contains 34 recommenda-
tions which look at invigorating rural Ireland. An interdepartmental expert group is now being 
established to consider the CEDRA recommendations and to report back to the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Recovery and Jobs with a draft work plan for moving forward the imple-
mentation of the recommendations.

My Department’s Local and Community Development Programme is the largest social in-
clusion intervention of its kind in the State and will be succeeded in January 2015 by the new 
Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP). These programmes aim to 
tackle poverty and social exclusion through partnership and constructive engagement between 
Government, and its agencies and people in disadvantaged communities. It is a key tool of Gov-
ernment in providing employment supports, training, personal development/capacity building 
and other supports for the harder to reach in the most disadvantaged areas in society.  It is a 
locally accessible, frontline intervention, supporting disadvantaged communities.  

The Government is committed to improving service delivery from the point of view of the 
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citizen and my Department will continue its work in this regard. 

08/07/2014WRR02650Social and Affordable Housing Provision

08/07/2014WRR02700491. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the options there are for persons who wish to purchase, but cannot afford to buy 
houses at current prices, including affordable housing, shared ownership and so on; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29034/14]

08/07/2014WRR02800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There are two types of house purchase loan available from 
local authorities: standard annuity loans targeted at lower income first time buyers and loans 
under the Home Choice Loan scheme which are available to qualifying middle income first 
time buyers. 

The terms and conditions governing the operation, including eligibility terms, of annuity 
mortgages and the Home Choice Loan are set out under various Regulations such as the Hous-
ing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2009, the Housing (Home Choice Loan) Regulations 
2009, and most recently in the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2012. These are 
available on my Department’s website: http://www.environ.ie/en/Legislation/Developmentand-
Housing/Housing/.

The Government’s 2011 Housing Policy Statement announced the standing down of all 
affordable housing schemes, including the shared ownership scheme, in the context of a full 
review of Part V of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2013. 

In 2013, I asked the Housing Agency to conduct a stand-alone review of the shared owner-
ship scheme, including identification of the main difficulties and recommendations for mitigat-
ing measures. While I have received an initial draft of the review from the Agency, a number of 
issues have been identified that need further detailed financial analysis in order to fully assess 
the impact on local authority finances of possible mitigating measures. This data collection 
exercise has been initiated and will inform future approaches in relation to shared ownership. 

The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2014, which has passed all stages in the Dáil, 
and which is being taken in the Seanad this week, will, among other things, underpin a new 
tenant purchase scheme to replace the 1995 scheme for existing local authority houses, which 
closed for new applications at the end of 2012.  The new scheme will be broadly similar to the 
two incremental purchase schemes currently in operation, relating to newly-built local author-
ity houses and local authority apartments respectively.  I expect that the Bill will be enacted by 
the Summer, following which I will prescribe the commencement date and the detailed terms 
of the scheme.  

08/07/2014WRR02850Freedom of Information Data

08/07/2014WRR02900492. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline in tabular form for each year from 2009 to date in 2014 the total 
number of FOI requests received, refused, granted and part-granted and appealed; the total of 
successful appeals, part-successful appeals and refusals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29067/14]

08/07/2014WRR03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): The information requested in respect of Freedom of Information requests received by 
my Department  is set out in the following table. 

- Total num-
ber of FOI 
requests 
received*

Total 
refused

Total 
granted

Total 
part 
granted

Total 
appealed 
(including 
appeals to 
OIC)   **

Total 
success-
ful ap-
peals ** 

Total 
part suc-
cessful 
appeals 
** 

Total 
refusals 
**

2009 143 10 62 29 14 4 1 7 
2010 156 21 54 41 10 0 2 5 
2011 119 13 55 22 6 1 1 3 
2012 181 32 60 45 16 2 3 9 
2013 111 18 40 26 11 5 1 3 
2014 (to 
date) 

90 18 18 14 5 1 0 3 

*   Includes requests withdrawn or withdrawn & handled outside FOI or transferred to an-
other body.   

** All appeals have been included. Certain requests for appeal have required both an inter-
nal and external re view by OIC. A number of requests for appeal are awaiting a decision.

08/07/2014WRR03050Local Authority Rates

08/07/2014WRR03100493. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason for directing every local authority in the country to write to own-
ers of vacant previously rated properties making them aware of what the rate demand was on 
the property when it was operated as a business; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29077/14]

08/07/2014WRR03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government Act 1946 provides that where a property in a county council or 
urban local authority is unoccupied on the date of the making of the rate, the owner becomes 
liable for rates. However, the owner is entitled to a refund if the property is vacant for specified 
purposes i.e. if the premises are unoccupied for the purpose of additions, alterations or repairs; 
where the owner is bona fide unable to obtain a suitable tenant at a reasonable rent; and where 
the premises are vacant pending redevelopment. The collection of rates and the determination 
of eligibility for a refund in this context are matters for each individual local authority.   

The Local Government Act 1946 provided that the owner was entitled to a 100% refund in 
most local authority areas. Separate legislation governs refunds in the cities of Dublin, Lim-
erick and Cork, where the same criteria for refunds apply but only 50% of the rates paid was 
refundable.   

The Local Government Reform Act 2014 provides for a change to rating law in relation to 
the refund of rates on vacant properties and gives discretion to the elected members of individu-
al local authorities to vary the level of rates refunds that apply in individual local electoral areas 
within the authority’s administrative area. This discretion allows elected members to respond to 
the differing characteristics of the local commercial property markets. The amendment does not 
make any change to the eligibility or otherwise for refunds as currently provided for in relevant 
legislation. The provision commenced with effect from 1 June 2014. 

I have not issued a direction to local authorities requiring them to write to owners of vacant 
properties in respect of rates issues. The Local Government (Financial and Audit Procedures) 
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Regulations 2014 provide that the decision to alter the rate of refund should be taken at the an-
nual budget meeting and that the rate of refund decided in respect of the relevant local electoral 
area shall apply to eligible persons for the year to which the budget relates. The absence of a 
decision to vary the refund means that the existing legislative provisions regarding the rate of 
refunds apply (either 100% or 50% as set out above). 

08/07/2014WRR03250Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRR03300494. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in tabular form the number of staff in his Department currently 
on a sabbatical or career break, broken down by timeframe, that is, less than six months, six to 
12 months, one to two years, two to three years, four to five years, and five years plus; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29084/14]

08/07/2014WRR03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested in relation to staff on career break is set out in the following 
table:   

Duration No. of Staff 
0 - 6 months 2 
6 - 12 months 4 
1 - 2 years 4 
2 - 3 years 0 
3 - 4 years 9 
4 - 5 years 0 
5 years+ 2 

08/07/2014WRR03450Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRR03500495. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in tabular form, the total photography costs for his Department 
since coming to office inclusive of costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list 
of occasions for which photographers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of 
costs associated with each occasion that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding 
the booking of photographers within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29101/14]

08/07/2014WRR03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department engaged the services of photographers on a number of occasions since 
February 2011.  The details of the engagements are set out in the following table.

Year Event Photographer Cost 
2011 Ireland’s Best Kept Towns 

Ceremony 
Maxwell Photography €932 

2011 Tidy Towns national 
Awards ceremony 

The Picture Rooms €600 

2011 Meeting of the National 
Directorate for Fire and 
Emergency Management 

Lensmen Photography €302 
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Year Event Photographer Cost 
2012 Launch of framework for 

Sustainable Development 
Maxwell Photography €485 

2012 Putting People First launch Maxwell Photography €363 
2012 Launch of Commission on 

Economic Development of 
Rural Areas 

Maxwell Photography €170 

2012 Minister Jan O’Sullivan 
visiting NAMA properties 
leased to L/A, Scotch Hall, 
Drogheda 

Paul Connor Photography €172 

2012 Long Service Awards for 
Fire Personnel, including 
cost of providing print cop-
ies to 200+ award recipi-
ents 

Maxwell Photography €3,429 

2013 EU Presidency: Informal 
Council of EU Environ-
ment Ministers - Clean 
Tech Cluster Forum and 
Expo, Wood Quay 

Maxwell Photography €103 

2013 EU Presidency: Senior 
Officials Meeting of Water 
and Marine Directors, Dub-
lin Castle 

Maxwell Photography €308 

2013 Ireland’s Best Kept Town 
Ceremony 

Maxwell Photography €448 

2013 Minister O’Sullivan visit 
to Fingal Co Co housing in-
sulation retro fit project in 
Corduff, Blanchardstown 

Maxwell Photography €362 

My Department’s Press Office generally provides photographic services when required.  
However, if external photography services are required, they are obtained in line with the 
Whole-of-Government Optional Framework for Photography Services, details of which are 
available from the Office of Government Procurement.

08/07/2014WRR03650Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRR03700496. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide, in tabular form, the use of external public relations firms em-
ployed by his Department since coming to office; the list of uses of each external public rela-
tions firm; the internal Department policy with regard to employing external groups; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29118/14]

08/07/2014WRR03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 402 of 15 April 2014. The position remains un-
changed. In relation to my Department’s policy for the engagement of external expertise, this is 
generally only considered where tasks involve expert skills or capabilities that are not readily 



 8 July 2014

355

available within my Department.   

08/07/2014WRR03850Severe Weather Events Response

08/07/2014WRR03900497. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when he expects work to be completed at Bertra Beach, Westport, County Mayo 
which suffered significant storm damage earlier this year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29135/14]

08/07/2014WRR04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following consideration of a report which I submitted on the severe weather that affected 
Ireland in the period from mid-December 2013 to 6 January 2014, the Government decided on 
11 February 2014 that a sum of up to €70 million will be made available for a programme of re-
pair and remediation works. €62 million of this will be made available to local authorities in the 
areas worst affected by severe weather to help affected communities by restoring roads, coastal 
protection and other infrastructure and amenities/ facilities/ infrastructure, including piers and 
harbours. The Government decision was based on estimates provided by local authorities, in-
cluding Mayo County Council, who have been notified of the funding made available to them. 

Depending on the nature of the required works, the additional funding is being made avail-
able to local authorities via the Votes of the Departments of Transport, Tourism and Sport; Ag-
riculture, Food and Marine; and the Environment, Community and Local Government, as well 
as the Office of Public Works. 

The implementation of the relevant programme of works for the projects identified is a mat-
ter for local authorities, in this case Mayo County Council. Therefore, any matters relating to 
the implementation and completion of these works is a matter for the Council. 

08/07/2014WRR04050Regeneration Projects Expenditure

08/07/2014WRR04100498. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount that has been spent on the regeneration of Ballymun; if he will provide 
a breakdown of that spending; and the sum expected to be spent in total when the regeneration 
project finishes. [29136/14]

08/07/2014WRR04200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Over the period 1999 to date, over €755 million has been 
recouped by my Department to Ballymun Regeneration Limited (BRL) in respect of the physi-
cal, social and economic regeneration of Ballymun.

This has facilitated the construction of over 1,800 replacement homes in Ballymun. Of the 
original 36 high rise blocks, 33 of these have been demolished to date with the remaining three 
tower blocks scheduled for demolition later this year. The construction of 1,300 private afford-
able houses has created tenure diversity and added an important demographic balance to the 
area. 

In addition to the housing element, key infrastructure and public realm projects were de-
veloped including public amenities such as Balcurris Park, Poppintree Park and Coultry Park 
as well as roads, water supply and wastewater collection systems, storm water drainage and 
attenuation measures, all of which were necessary to create a modern, accessible and people-
centred residential area. 
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In order to support social regeneration and sustainability, a number of community-based 
projects were developed by BRL including the Axis Arts and Community Resource Centre, the 
Poppintree Early Education Centre, the Ballymun Leisure Centre and the Rediscovery Centre. 

The establishment of the Main Street in Ballymun, with significant public sector investment, 
is one of the major achievements of the regeneration project with a variety of commercial, retail 
and community facilities including the Civic Buildings which accommodate the local area of-
fice of Dublin City Council, a Primary Care Centre, motor tax office and the new Garda district 
headquarters.

Significant investment has also been made in improving a wide range of social and family 
services in Ballymun including education supports at primary and secondary level, training and 
job placement.

The physical regeneration of Ballymun is approaching practical completion. Dublin City 
Council will continue its efforts to secure private sector investment for the completion of the 
town centre project. An inter-agency road map Sustaining Regeneration – a Social Plan for 
Ballymun   has been developed to build upon the work carried out to date into the future. My 
Department is committed to continued investment in social regeneration in Ballymun and in 
safeguarding the substantial State investment in this flagship regeneration project.    

A breakdown of the expenditure recouped to BRL over the period 1999 to 2013 is set out 
in the following table. A capital provision of €10 million is being made available to support 
on-going regeneration projects in 2014. While it is expected that the housing element will be 
substantially completed this year, my Department will continue to support social and economic 
interventions in Ballymun over the medium term. 

Year Amount
1999 6,732,405
2000 20,346,410
2001 59,409,394
2002 73,856,201
2003 72,674,400
2004 74,288,270
2005 98,339,979
2006 52,815,000
2007 48,919,930
2008 75,000,000
2009 63,577,376
2010 40,001,618
2011 20,519,155
2012 30,000,000
2013 18,919,515
TOTAL 755,399,653

08/07/2014WRR04250Building Regulations Qualifications

08/07/2014WRR04300499. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the reason the role and the institute of clerk of works who come from a 
trades background are being segregated by current legislation; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [29140/14]

08/07/2014WRR04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I fully appreciate the important contribution which members of the Institute of Clerk of 
Works and Building Inspectors in Ireland (ICWBII) make to the construction industry. The 
executive of the ICWBII has been in contact with my Department on a number of occasions in 
relation to the development and implementation of the new building control regulations. I am 
not aware of the specific concerns outlined having been raised in the context of such engage-
ment but my Department will be happy to engage further with the executive of the ICWBII 
should the need arise. 

08/07/2014WRR04450Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRR04500500. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the total amount spent on external IT consultants by his Department in 2010 to 
2013, inclusive, and to date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29153/14]

08/07/2014WRR04600502. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his Department has renegotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs 
since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29172/14]

08/07/2014WRR04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 500 and 502 together.

A range of contracts are in place for the provision of ICT services including training, soft-
ware and storage provision. While not considered as consultancy, my Department has engaged 
an external company for the provision of training and continuing professional development of 
its ICT unit. Expenditure incurred in the years 2010 to 2013 was € 45,133, €80,586, €84,378, 
and €57,934.56, respectively. Expenditure of €19,000 is estimated for 2014. A review of Disas-
ter Recovery capabilities was commissioned in 2012 which, incurred costs of €9,362. Neither 
contract was renegotiated since March 2011. 

08/07/2014WRR04750Local Government Fund

08/07/2014WRR04800501. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government what the €200,000 allocated from the Local Government Fund to the household 
charge support unit in 2014 is expended on, given that the advertised phonelines and e-mail 
contact do not deal with queries.  [29163/14]

08/07/2014WRR04900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provided the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge. Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver. 
The Charge has operated on a self-assessment basis with an owner of a residential property 
determining liability and paying the Charge.   

The Household Charge was operational in respect of 2012 only, with arrears and penalties 
in respect of a 2012 liability being collected by local authorities, assisted by the Local Gov-
ernment Management Agency on a shared services/agency basis up to and including 30 June 
2013.  Household Charge operational matters are a matter for the relevant local authority or for 
the Agency, including the issuing of certificates of waiver or exemption, refunds due in respect 
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of overpayments made prior to 30 June 2013, and all associated queries.  The 2011 Act allows 
owners of residential property to apply for a Certificate of Discharge or Exemption or Waiver 
for the Household Charge. Effectively, these Certificates continue to be provided by the House-
hold Charge Bureau on behalf of Local Authorities.   

A provision of €200,000 has been set aside from the Local Government Fund in 2014 in re-
spect of Household Charge administrative costs. I am informed by the Local Government Man-
agement Agency that the Household Charge Project Board have budgeted for costs including 
payroll and other administrative overheads such as postage, stationery, ICT and telephone costs. 

As of 1 July 2013, outstanding Household Charge liabilities were increased to €200 and 
converted to a Local Property Tax liability due on the property; the Revenue Commissioners, 
who have responsibility for the collection of Local Property Tax, are now pursuing outstanding 
liabilities.   

I understand that the current compliance campaign in relation to outstanding Household 
Charge liabilities being managed by the Revenue Commissioners has led to an increase in que-
ries from the public and I would encourage householders with unresolved issues to contact the 
Revenue Commissioners to ensure that their position is regularised as soon as possible. Contact 
details are available on www.revenue.ie or www.householdcharge.ie.

  Question No. 502 answered with Question No. 500.

08/07/2014WRR05050Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRR05100503. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide in tabular form the number of appointments to State boards 
under his Department’s remit made from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on 
State boards under his Department’s remit from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies 
on State boards under his Department’s remit publically advertised from March 2011 to date; 
and the number of appointments to State boards under his remit drawn directly from the public 
advertisement process.  [29190/14]

08/07/2014WRR05200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In the period of the Government’s term of office up to 4 July 2014, the latest date for 
which information is available, the appointments set out in the following table were made to the 
Boards of State Bodies under the aegis of my Department.   

Agency/Board Name of Appointee Date of Appointment 
An Bord Pleanála * Dr. Mary Kelly (Chairperson) 29/08/2011 

Mr. Conall Boland (Deputy 
Chairperson) 

01/01/2012 
Reappointed 01/01/2014 

Ms. Mary MacMahon   27/11/2011 
Mr. Michael Leahy 14/05/2012 
Mr. Nicholas Mulcahy 21/05/2012 
Mr. Gabriel Dennison 21/05/2012 
Mr. Paddy Keogh 21/05/2012 
Ms. Oznar Yucel-Finn 28/01/2013 
Mr. Robert Ryan 28/01/2013 
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Agency/Board Name of Appointee Date of Appointment 
Dublin Docklands Develop-
ment Authority Executive 
Board** 

Prof. Niamh Brennan (Chairper-
son) 

01/05/2012 

Mr. Niall Coveney 01/05/2012 
Mr. Dónall Curtin 01/05/2012 
Ms. Yvonne Farrell 01/05/2012 
Mr. Mark Griffin (Departmental 
staff member) 

01/05/2012 

Mr. Brendan Malone 01/05/2012 
Ms. Catherine Mullarkey 01/05/2012 
Mr. John Tierney (Chairperson) 01/06/2012 
Mr. Gerry Grimes 01/06/2012 
Dr. Philip Matthews 01/06/2012 
Ms. Lucy McCaffrey 01/06/2012 
Mr. Charlie Murphy 01/06/2012 
Ms. Imelda Reynolds 01/06/2012 
Mr. Michael Stubbs 01/06/2012 
Mr. Frank Walsh 01/06/2012 

Environmental Protection 
Agency* 

Ms. Laura Burke (Director Gen-
eral) 

08/11/2011 

Mr. Dara Lynott (Deputy Director 
General) 

12/07/2012 

Mr. Gerard O’Leary 08/05/2012 
Mr. Mícheál Ó Cinnéide 25/08/2013 

Housing Finance Agency Dr. Michelle Norris (Chairperson) 22/02/2012 
Mr. John Hogan (Department of 
Finance nominee) 

22/02/2012 

Mr. Phillip Nugent (Departmental 
representative) 

22/02/2012 

Ms. Jackie Maguire (CCMA rep-
resentative) 

13/03/2012 

Mr. Colm Brophy 13/03/2012 
Mr. Michael Murray 13/03/2012 
Mr. Padraic Cafferty 21/03/2012 
Dr. Mary Lee Rhodes 21/03/2012 
Mr. Jim ley 30/04/2012 
Ms. Michelle Murphy Lawless 30/04/2012 
Mr. Gerry Leahy 30/04/2012 
Mr. Barry O’Leary (CEO, ex-
Officio) 

26/08/2013 

Irish Water Safety Ms. Breda Collins (Chairperson) 21/11/2011 
Mr. John Considine 21/11/2011 
Mr. Michael Cuddihy 21/11/2011 
Mr. Tom Doyle 21/11/2011 
Mr. Brendan McGrath 21/11/2011 
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Agency/Board Name of Appointee Date of Appointment 
Mr. Paul Murphy 21/11/2011 
Mr. Seamus O’Neill 21/11/2011 
Mr. Martin O’Sullivan 21/11/2011 
Ms. Anne Ryan 21/11/2011 
Ms. Lola O’Sullivan 21/11/2011 
Mr. Christy McDonagh 21/11/2011 
Mr. Tim O’Sullivan (Departmen-
tal representative) 

21/11/2011 

Mr. Odran Reid 27/06/2012 
Housing and Sustainable 
Communities Agency 

Mr. Rich Howlin (Chairperson) 21/12/2011 

Mr. Conor Skehan (Chairperson 
replaced Mr Rich Howlin) 

01/07/2013 

Mr. Eddie Lewis (Departmental 
representative) 

21/12/2011 

Ms. Marie McLaughlin (Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and 
Reform representative) 

21/12/2011 

Mr. Peter Carey, Chief Executive, 
Laois County Council 

21/12/2011 

Ms. Ann McGuinness 21/12/2011 
Ms. Clodagh Heneghan 21/12/2012 
Mr. Dermot Nolan (Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform 
representative) 

21/12/2012 

Mr. John O Connor 21/12/2012 
Mr. Donal McManus 21/12/2012 
Mr. Michael Layde (Departmental 
representative) 

01/08/2012 

Mr. Tony O’Brien 01/07/2013 
Local Government Comput-
er Services Board*** 

Mr. Eddie Breen (Chairperson), 
Chief Executive, Wexford County 
Council 

01/01/2012 

Mr. Michael Malone, Chief Ex-
ecutive, Kildare County Council 

01/11/2011 

Mr. Barry Quinlan (Departmental 
representative) 

23/11/2011 

Mr. Enda Holland (Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform 
representative) 

22/02/2012 

Local Government Manage-
ment Services Board*** 

Mr. Eddie Breen (Chairperson), 
Chief Executive, Wexford County 
Council 

01/01/2012 

Mr. Donal Enright (Departmental 
representative) 

01/11/2011 
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Agency/Board Name of Appointee Date of Appointment 
Mr. Michael Malone, Chief Ex-
ecutive, Kildare County Council 

01/11/2011 

Mr. Barry Quinlan (Departmental 
representative) 

23/11/2011 

Local Government Manage-
ment Agency*** 

Mr. Eddie Breen, Chief Execu-
tive, Wexford County Council 

20/09/2012 

Mr. Peter Carey, Chief Executive, 
Laois County Council 

20/09/2012 

Mr. Hubert Kearns, Chief 
Executive,Sligo County Council 

20/09/2012 

Mr. Michael Malone, Chief Ex-
ecutive, Kildare County Council 

20/09/2012 

Mr. Eddie Sheehy, Chief Execu-
tive, Wicklow County Council 

20/09/2012 

Mr. John Tierney, Chief 
Executive,Dublin City Council 

20/09/2012 

Mr. Barry Quinlan (Departmental 
representative) 

24/09/2012 

Mr. Donal Enright (Departmental 
representative) 

24/09/2012 

Mr. Paul McDonald (Departmen-
tal representative) 

24/09/2012 

Mr. Martin Riordan, Chief Execu-
tive, Cork County Council 

18/10/2012 

Mr. Michael Walsh, Chief Execu-
tive, Waterford City and County 
Council 

18/10/2012 

Mr Danny McLoughlin, Chief 
Executive, Westmeath County 
Council 

21/02/2013 

Mr. Joe Crockett, Chief Execu-
tive, Kilkenny County Council 

19/12/2013 

Mr. Pat Gallagher, Chief Execu-
tive, Westmeath County Council 
(Chair) 

19/12/2013 

Mr. Owen Keegan, Chief Execu-
tive, Dublin City Council 

19/12/2013 

Ms. Jackie Maguire, Chief Execu-
tive, Meath County Council 

19/12/2013 

Mr. Conn Murray, Chief Execu-
tive, Limerick City and County 
Council 

19/12/2013 

Mr. Joe McGrath, Chief Execu-
tive, Tipperary County Council 

19/12/2013 

Mr. John McCarthy (Departmen-
tal representative) 

25/11/2013 
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Agency/Board Name of Appointee Date of Appointment 
Mr. Ronan Mulhall (Departmental 
representative) 

25/11/2013 

Mr. David O’Connor 25/11/2013 
Private Residential Tenan-
cies Board 

Ms. Catriona Walsh (Chairperson) 16/04/2013 

Mr. Tim Ryan 17/02/2012 
Ms. Tricia Sheehy Skeffington 17/02/2012 
Ms. Paula O’Reilly (Departmental 
staff member) 

22/03/2012 

Mr. Noel Merrick 01/04/2013 
Mr. Paul Flood (HSE) 01/04/2013 
Mr. John Fitzgerald 01/04/2013 
Ms Rhonda Donaghey 16/04/2013 
Mr. Noel Conroy 02/10/2013 
Mr. Gareth Robinson 02/10/2013 
Ms. Kathleen McKillion 02/10/2013 
Mr. James Leahy 10/06/2014 

Radiological Protection 
Institute Ireland 

Professor William Reville (Chair-
person) 

16/01/2012 

Dr. Maurice Fitzgerald (Dental 
Council) 

19/10/2011 

Dr. Paraic James (public servant) 16/01/2012 
Dr. Patricia Cunningham (public 
servant) 

20/02/2012 

Mr. John O’Dea 30/11/2012 
Ms. Darina Muckian 30/11/2012 
Ms. Adi Roche 30/11/2012 
Dr. Patrick Gilligan 30/11/2012 
Dr. Stephanie Ryan 16/09/2013 

Western Development Com-
mission 

Mr. Paddy McGuinness 11/12/2012 
Reappointed 21/02/2014 

Mr. Paul Keyes 21/02/2014 
Mr. Brendan Mooney 21/02/2014 
Dr. Katie Sweeney (Public Ser-
vant) 

21/02/2014 

Mr. Michael Frain 21/02/2014 
Dr. Ann Higgins 21/02/2014 
Dr. Deirdre Garvey 21/02/2014 
Mr Gerald Mullaney 23/06/2014 
Mr Eugene Lavin 23/06/2014 

* Appointments to An Bord Pleanála and to the Board of the Environmental Protection 
Agency are of a full-time executive nature and are governed by statutory processes.   

** The board of the Dublin Docklands Development Authority was reappointed for an ad-
ditional month from 1 May 2012 and replaced by a new board from 1 June 2012 which will 
continue in place until 31 December 2014.   
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*** Appointments of the Local Authority Chief Executive members of the Boards of the 
Local Government Computer Services Board, the Local Government Management Services 
Board and the Local Government Management Agency (which was established on 1 August 
2012, replacing the LGCSB and the LGMSB), are made by the County and City Chief Execu-
tives collectively.   

The Public Appointments Service   operates a new portal www.stateboards.ie which offers 
a single dedicated point of contact to all government Departments, as a support to the existing 
State board appointment procedures. This service provides a mechanism for Departments to 
advertise board vacancies and it gives prospective candidates an opportunity to register their 
general interest in a position on a state Board and to be alerted to upcoming vacancies.   

Since July 2011, my Department has sought expressions of interest through its website, 
from suitably qualified and experienced persons, for consideration as members or chairpersons 
of the boards of State bodies under my Department’s aegis. Expressions of interest can be made 
at any time and will be kept on file in my Department for consideration as vacancies occur. In 
considering applications, due regard is had to the requirements of the position, the qualifica-
tions, experience and expertise of applicants and Government policy regarding gender balance 
on State boards. 

All appointments are made in accordance with the appropriate legislation governing ap-
pointments to each body. In some cases statutory selection procedures must be followed or 
nominations must be sought from independent nominating panels before appointments are 
made by the Minister or the Government, as appropriate. In a number of situations, only some 
appointments to the body concerned are made by the Minister, or appointments are made with 
the consent of another Minister. 

The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as a subsidiary 
of Bord Gáis Éireann (BGE) under the Companies Acts. The Memorandum and Articles of As-
sociation, provide that the appointment of directors is the responsibility of the Board of BGE, 
with the approval of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government and 
the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources. 12 directors have been ap-
pointed to the Board of Irish Water by BGE, for the period to July 2014, and these appointments 
were approved in advance by me, as Minister, and by the Minister for Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources.   

The following have been appointed to the Board of Irish Water:   

Name of Appointee Date of Appointment
Ms. Rose Hynes (Chair) July 2013 
Mr. Michael McNicholas July 2013 
Mr. John Tierney July 2013 
Ms. Margaret Rae July/2013 
Mr. Philip Lee November 2013 
Ms. Hilary Quinlan November 2013 
Ms. Regina Finn November 2013 
Mr. Colman Sheehy November 2013 
Mr. Billy Moore November 2013 
Mr. Brian McKeown November 2013 
Mr. Sean Kelly November 2013 
Ms. Jacqueline Hall November 2013 
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In addition, although not a State Board in the traditional sense, appointments to the Board 
of Pobal, a not-for-profit company, fall to be made by the Government having considered nomi-
nees from a range of stakeholders.  The following are the appointments to the Board of Pobal 
that have taken effect during this Government’s term:   

Name of Appointee Date of Appointment
Mr. Séamus Boland (Chair) 03/11/2011 
Mr. Tommy Maguire 03/11/2011 
Mr. Liam Keane 03/11/2011 
Ms. Jennifer McHugh 11/01/2012 
Ms. Mari Hurley 11/01/2011 
Mr. William Cotter 09/10/2012 
Mr. Gerald Quain 09/10/2012 
Cllr. John Kelleher 23/10/2012 
Ms. Ann Costello 23/10/2012 
Ms. Mary Mooty 05/02/2013 
Dr. Deiric O’Broin 08/10/2013 
Ms. Helen Keogh 08/10/2013 
Ms. Catherine Travers 08/10/2013 
Mr. John Redmond 01/07/2014 

The following members were appointed to the National Traveller Accommodation Consul-
tative Committee;   

- Dr Eoin O’Sullivan (Chairperson)   

- Mr. Conor Smith   

- Mr. Séamus O’Connor   

- Ms. Ronnie Fay   

- Mr. Eugene Cummins   

- Ms. Philomena Poole   

- Cllr. Finnan McCoy   

- Cllr. John Kennedy   

- Ms. Catherine Linehan   

- Mr. Tom Coughlan   

- Ms. Colette Spears   

- Mr. Jim Ganley (Departmental representative)   

- Ms. Mary Connors   

- Rosemarie Maughan   

The following members were appointed to the Building Regulation Advisory Body:   
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Name of Appointee Date of Appointment
Mr. Aidan O’Connor (Departmental Staff 
representative) 

19/04/2011 

Paul Kelly 19/04/2011 
Conor Taaffe 16/06/2011 

The following members were appointed on 10 January 2014 to the Pyrite Resolution Board 
established under the Pyrite Resolution Act 2013:   

- Mr. John O’Connor (Chair)   

- Mr. Sean Balfe   

- Mr. Matt Gallagher   

- Ms. Caroline Gill   

Finally, the following have been appointed to the new National Oversight and Audit Com-
missions for local government:   

- Pat McLoughlin (Chairperson)   

- Tara Buckley   

- John Buckley   

- Donal Enright   

- Garett Fennell   

- Constance Hanniffy   

- Martina Moloney   

- Michael Nolan   

- Colleen Savage   

- Henry Upton

08/07/2014WRS00150Derelict Sites

08/07/2014WRS00200504. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to review and update the provisions of the Derelict Sites Act 1990; 
his views that the Act is fit for purpose to address the serious rise in dereliction following the 
property collapse; if he is satisfied that the relevant provisions of the Act are properly enforced 
by local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29201/14]

08/07/2014WRS00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In line with the recommendations of the Government’s 
Construction 2020 Strategy, I am currently exploring measures to incentivise the use and de-
velopment of vacant sites in urban areas.  However, with regard to the provisions of the Der-
elict Sites Act, I am satisfied that this legislation is sufficiently robust and have no plans for its 
amendment at present.

The administration of the Derelict Sites legislation at a local level is a matter for the rel-
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evant local authority.  While my Department updates the Schedule of Urban Areas in line with 
sections 4 and 21 of the Act on an annual basis, it is a matter for the relevant local authority to 
determine the most appropriate use of the legislation within their respective functional areas.

08/07/2014WRS00350Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRS00400505. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government what were the special circumstance that he referred to at the Oireachtas Joint Com-
mittee on the Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht when making an appointment (details 
supplied) in November 2011.  [29210/14]

08/07/2014WRS00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The statutory provisions governing the appointment of a new Director General are set out 
in Section 21 of the EPA Act, 1992.  The Board of Directors of the Environmental Protection 
Agency consists of a Director General and four Directors.  There are no non-Executive mem-
bers on the Board. 

While the appointments are made by Government, it must choose from candidates selected 
by an independent statutory Selection Committee, following an open competition.  The com-
position of this Selection Committee is also specified in Section 21 of the Act and, where a va-
cancy arises, the Committee is required to select a maximum of three suitable candidates from 
among those who compete in an open competition.

The Director General post is executive in nature, and under Article 25 of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1992, the Director General, if present, chairs meetings of the Agency.  Therefore, 
there is a dual role to the Director General post in terms of chairing the Executive Board and 
also acting as Chief Executive of the EPA, serving both governance and management roles, as 
well as that of the Accounting Officer for the EPA.

The Oireachtas Joint Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht request to 
Chairpersons designate to make themselves available to the Committee was in line with a Gov-
ernment decision on appointments to State Boards.  However, given that the appointment of 
a Director General to the EPA is a process established under primary legislation and that the 
decision is made by Government from a shortlist of candidates, the appointment process must 
be conducted in accordance with the legislation.  This would not, of course, preclude the Com-
mittee from inviting a newly appointed Director General to meet with the Committee should it 
wish to do so.

08/07/2014WRS00550Leader Programmes Applications

08/07/2014WRS00600506. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application to Mayo North East LEADER Partner-
ship by a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if it will be expedited due to the possible 
expiry of the quotation for the purchase of equipment.  [29269/14]

08/07/2014WRS00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the Leader elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, the Local Action Groups (LAGs) are the 
principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding.  Such decisions are 
made in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with 
the Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations.  The LAG for the area referred to in the 
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question is Mayo North East Leader Partnership (MNELP).

This project file was recently submitted to my Department for a review and this review will 
be completed shortly.

08/07/2014WRS00750Planning Issues

08/07/2014WRS00800507. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on a planning development issue and architectural heritage (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29275/14]

08/07/2014WRS00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under article 29 of the Planning and Development Regu-
lations 2001, any person or body, on payment of the prescribed fee, currently €20, may make a 
submission or observation in writing to a planning authority in relation to a planning application 
within 5 weeks beginning of the date or receipt by the authority of the application.  It is a mat-
ter for the person or body making the submission or observation to decide what information is 
relevant to the planning application and therefore to be included in their submission for consid-
eration by the planning authority. 

The submission of views by third parties is an integral part of the planning process but, such 
views are only one of the matters considered by a planning authority when considering a plan-
ning application. In making decisions on planning applications, planning authorities, and An 
Bord Pleanála on appeal, must consider the proper planning and sustainable development of the 
area, having regard to a number of matters, including any submissions or observations received, 
the provisions of the local development plan and relevant ministerial or Government policies, 
including any guidelines issued by my Department.  My Department has issued a large number 
of Planning Guidelines to planning authorities on various issues which help to promote consis-
tency in decisions on planning applications including, for example, Guidelines on Architectural 
Heritage Protection (2004). 

Planning authorities are specifically obliged, under the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
to protect the architectural heritage, in the interest of proper planning and sustainable develop-
ment within their respective functional areas, and to prevent its deterioration, loss or damage.  
This is reflected in the adoption of suitable policies for protecting the architectural heritage in 
their development plans and giving practical effect to them through their development control 
decisions, including through by liaison between planning officers and conservation officers.

In the present legislative framework, specific provision is made for Development Plans to 
include objectives, inter alia, for: 

-  the protection of structures, or parts of structures, which are of special architectural, his-
torical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest; and

-  the preservation of the character of architectural conservation areas. 

Provision is also made for the designation of architectural conservation areas, in respect of 
which Development Plans may include an objective to preserve the character of the place, area, 
group of structures or townscape.  In considering an application for permission for development 
in relation to land situated in an architectural conservation area, a planning authority, or the 
Board on appeal, must take into account the material effect (if any) that the proposed develop-
ment would be likely to have on the character of the architectural conservation area.
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08/07/2014WRS00950Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRS01000508. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of bills his Department has published since March 2011; the 
number of regulatory impact assessments that his Department has published since March 2011; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29292/14]

08/07/2014WRS01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has published 23 Bills and 21 Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIAs) 
since March 2011.  Eleven of these RIAs relate to legislation, with the remainder relating to a 
range of policy matters.

RIAs are generally undertaken within my Department at an early stage in the policy devel-
opment process, as they are regarded as a valuable tool in deciding the best policy approach to 
adopt. 

08/07/2014WRS01150Property Taxation Administration

08/07/2014WRS01200509. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason Dublin’s local property taxes are going to be reassigned to other 
regions when it can support the crisis situation with the homeless in Dublin; if he will defend 
the interests of Dublin citizens; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29304/14]

08/07/2014WRS01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In consultation with other relevant Government colleagues, I have been examining the 
implications of local retention and variation of Local Property Tax (LPT) in recent months, 
including, how these policies might potentially impact on the overall Exchequer financial posi-
tion and the financial positions of individual local authorities.

In terms of local retention of Local Property Tax, the Government has indicated its intention 
to move to 80% retention of the Tax from 2015.  A decision to allow local authorities to retain 
80% of LPT locally and the power to vary LPT rates will facilitate further implementation of 
the local government reform programme, a core element of which involves greater devolution 
to the local government sector, through supporting enhanced local decision making on spending 
priorities.

Local authorities in large urban and commuter areas provide a wide range of services 
to those living and working in their cities and towns, and I recognise the importance of 
those centres and their role in economic growth.  There is, however, a need to recognise that 
the LPT base outside of the cities and main commuter zones is narrower and that there will be 
a requirement to equalise the income position of those local authorities in order to ensure that 
an acceptable standard of service delivery is maintained across the country.  A direct compari-
son between urban and rural authorities ignores the material differences in scale, service 
provision and demand that exist between authorities.  It also fails to take account of their 
ability to collect income from other sources, such as rates, and the difference in levels of 
public services received, which vary considerably from one local authority to another.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommoda-
tion for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities and the purposes for which 
housing authorities may incur expenditure in addressing homelessness are prescribed in Section 
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10 of the Housing Act 1988. 

On 20 May 2014, I published the Implementation Plan on the State’s Response to Home-
lessness in which the Government’s approach to delivery on its objective of ending involuntary 
long-term homelessness by the end of 2016 was outlined.  A copy of this plan is available on 
my Department’s website at http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/
Housing/FileDownLoad,38053,en.pdf.  

This plan sets out a range of measures to secure a ring-fenced supply of accommodation to 
house homeless households within the next three years and mobilise the necessary supports.

Given the particular concentration of homelessness in the Dublin area, Dublin City Council, 
the lead authority for the region, has prepared a targeted programme of actions to support the 
Implementation Plan and, in particular, focus on managing and addressing homelessness in the 
Dublin Region.  The Dublin City Council Action Plan is expected to be published shortly.

It will be a matter for each local authority to determine how best to use all of its central 
Government revenue sources in line with local priorities and circumstances.

08/07/2014WRS01350Community Development Initiatives

08/07/2014WRS01400510. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if organisations running community development projects which focus on a 
single group or issue, such as women’s groups, will be eligible to tender for contracts under the 
social inclusion and community activation programme. [29314/14]

08/07/2014WRS01500511. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if there will be contracts available under the social inclusion and community 
activation programme for single-interest groups, such as women’s groups; or if each contract 
will apply to a whole county or geographical area. [29315/14]

08/07/2014WRS01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 510 and 511 together.

The proposals outlined in Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Local Gov-
ernment seek to position local government “as the primary vehicle of governance and public 
service at local level - leading economic, social and community development, delivering effi-
cient and good value services, and representing citizens and local communities effectively and 
accountably”.

As part of the programme of reform of local government, Local Community Development 
Committees (LCDCs) are being established in all local authority areas.  These Committees, 
comprising public-private socio-economic interests, will have responsibility for local and com-
munity development programmes on an area basis including the Social Inclusion and Commu-
nity Activation Programme (SICAP).  They will develop, co-ordinate and implement a more 
coherent and integrated approach to local and community development than heretofore, with 
the aim of reducing duplication and overlap and optimising the use of available resources for 
the benefit of citizens and communities.

SICAP is one of my key priorities and its budget for next year will be decided in the 2015 
Estimates process.  In accordance with the Public Spending Code, best practice internationally, 
legal advice and in order to ensure the optimum delivery of services to clients, the Programme 
will be subject to a public procurement process, which is currently underway. 
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The public procurement process is a competitive process that is open to Local Development 
Companies, other not-for-profit community groups, commercial firms and national organisa-
tions that can provide the services to be tendered for to deliver the new Programme.  Joint 
applications are encouraged and organisations of varying sizes (for example smaller organisa-
tions working in consortia with larger organisations) are invited to submit joint applications.  
Applicants at stage one of the tendering process must demonstrate that they meet the criteria for 
the delivery of services in the Lot(s) applied for.  31 “Lots” are being offered for tender, based 
on Local Authority areas – in some cases these may be divided into smaller units at Stage two.  
Gaeltacht areas and the Islands have been included in the Lots for the respective local authority.

Partner Candidates have a role in the delivery and implementation of the programme.  All 
such Partner Candidates must be identified in the Qualification Questionnaire and a contracting 
arrangement may be required between the Lead Candidate and any Partner Candidates.  Candi-
dates may rely on the resources of other entities in order to satisfy the suitability requirements 
on condition that they can prove to the satisfaction of Pobal that they will have these resources 
at their disposal when necessary. 

I am satisfied that the procurement process underway is in line with best practice and that 
the procurement documentation on e-Tenders contains all the relevant information on the pro-
cess.  I look forward to the outcome of the procurement process and the roll out of SICAP in 
January 2015.

08/07/2014WRS01650Noise Pollution

08/07/2014WRS01700512. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the total number and amount raised in noise pollution fines in 2011, 2012, 2013 
and to date in 2014. [29319/14]

08/07/2014WRS01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under section 108 of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992, where any noise 
is so loud, so continuous, so repeated, of such duration or pitch or occurring at such times as to 
give reasonable cause for annoyance, then it is open to any person, or group of persons, to bring 
a complaint to the District Court.  The Court may order the person or body making, causing or 
responsible for the noise to take the measures necessary to reduce the noise to a specified level 
or to take specified measures for the prevention or limitation of the noise and the person or body 
concerned must comply with that order. 

Details of the outcome of noise related cases before the Courts, including any fines imposed, 
are not collected by my Department.

08/07/2014WRS01850Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Yield

08/07/2014WRS01900513. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide on a county basis the total income from the non principal private 
residence tax per annum since its inception; the estimated number of outstanding non principal 
private residence tax households; the amount of payments due; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29320/14]

08/07/2014WRS02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative basis 
for the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge.  The NPPR Charge, which has since been dis-
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continued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property in which the owner did 
not reside as their normal place of residence.  The self-assessed charge is set at €200 per annum 
and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties.  It is a 
matter for an owner to determine if he or she has a liability and, if so, to declare that liability 
and pay the Charge and any late payment fees applicable.  Under the Act, it is a function of a 
local authority to collect Non-Principal Private Residence Charges, and late payment fees due 
to it and all Charges and late payment fees imposed and payable to a local authority are under 
the care and management of the local authority concerned.

Approximately 360,000 properties have been registered for the Non-Principal Private Resi-
dence Charge, which has raised in excess of €417m to date over its five years of operation.  
Proceeds from the charge are retained by local authorities and are used for the provision of 
local services.  It is not possible to state with any certainty the level of non-compliance with 
the Charge.  However, I am confident that compliance levels are high as a result of data match-
ing undertaken with other public bodies, such as the Private Residential Tenancies Board, as 
provided for under the Act.  The amount raised by the Charge to date also indicates a high 
compliance rate.  The following table details Non-Principal Private Residence Charge revenue 
raised on a county basis by liability date as of 03 July 2014 based on data provided by the Local 
Government Management Agency.

County 2009 € 2010 € 2011 € 2012 € 2013 € Total €
Carlow 879,880 874,060 826,620 841,380 758,380 4,180,320 
Cavan 1,173,040 1,142,320 1,102,780 1,096,320 1,030,560 5,545,020 
Cork 10,472,080 10,292,720 9,694,960 9,330,260 8,710,360 48,500,380 
Clare 2,727,900 2,592,420 2,508,300 2,412,700 2,243,880 12,485,200 
Donegal 4,057,660 3,949,420 3,675,960 3,503,540 3,307,520 18,494,100 
Dublin 28,168,240 28,034,100 26,868,440 25,809,580 23,730,200 132,610,560 
Galway 5,781,960 5,708,620 5,409,840 5,249,180 4,834,640 26,984,240 
Kerry 4,036,560 3,906,440 3,662,960 3,562,640 3,349,420 18,518,020 
Kildare 2,717,060 2,662,180 2,526,080 2,521,160 2,287,900 12,714,380 
Kilkenny 1,095,780 1,109,900 1,066,960 1,068,160 €985,000 5,325,800 
Laois 870,480 906,600 860,780 846,940 €793,800 4,278,600 
Leitrim 859,120 825,040 777,800 755,740 €697,080 3,914,780 
Limerick 3,420,240 3,334,500 3,156,740 3,117,060 2,834,800 15,863,340 
Longford 782,440 772,340 697,920 721,160 646,420 3,620,280 
Louth 1,718,040 1,672,520 1,533,040 1,491,780 1,333,140 7,748,520 
Mayo 2,886,180 2,785,620 2,659,280 2,567,060 2,395,360 13,293,500 
Meath 1,902,760 1,911,940 1,817,760 1,753,900 1,612,860 8,999,220 
Monaghan 663,260 656,440 626,380 623,200 593,360 3,162,640 
Offaly 824,240 841,820 785,180 787,140 701,180 3,939,560 
Roscommon 1,114,460 1,082,040 1,023,300 1,018,180 942,740 5,180,720 
Sligo 1,743,340 1,696,000 1,591,640 1,555,700 1,423,300 8,009,980 
Tipperary 2,338,220 2,252,300 2,103,280 2,120,380 1,949,780 10,763,960 
Waterford 2,336,900 2,291,260 2,138,300 2,095,100 1,904,940 10,766,500 
Westmeath 1,541,280 1,534,240 1,475,120 1,454,880 1,360,340 7,365,860 
Wexford 3,373,020 3,247,840 3,154,760 3,098,300 2,947,820 15,821,740 
Wicklow 2,009,940 1,948,340 1,864,300 1,792,180 1,625,680 9,240,440 
Total 89,494,080 88,031,020 83,608,480 81,193,620 75,000,460 417,327,660 

Part 12 of The Local Government Reform Act 2014, deals with the collection of undis-
charged liabilities relating to the NPPR charge.  The Act provides for a period, commencing 
on 2 March 2014 to 31 August 2014, during which time no new late penalties will be applied 
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to existing liabilities.  If payment is not made in full, or, if settlement terms are not agreed by 
the end of that period, an additional late payment fee of €120 per liability date is applied on 
1 September 2014.  In addition, the entire NPPR liability is increased by a factor of 50% and 
frozen.  It is very much in the interest of non-compliant owners to come forward to regularise 
their affairs and to take advantage of this once-off grace period.  The NPPR charge is based 
on self-declaration and therefore the onus is on the property owner themselves to register their 
property and make the payment. Local authorities will be taking a proactive approach to ensure 
that any outstanding liabilities are discharged in the most equitable, efficient and economi-
cally beneficial manner.  Non-compliant owners should log on to www.nppr.ie, or alternatively 
contact their local authority and make arrangements in relation to their outstanding payments 
before 1 September 2014 to avoid incurring additional fees.

08/07/2014WRS02050Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRS02100514. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his Department or agencies under its auspices have engaged the services of 
a debt collection agency in pursuing moneys owed to them; if his Department has guidelines 
regarding hiring such agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29329/14]

08/07/2014WRS02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has not engaged the services of a debt collection agency to pursue any 
monies owing to the Department; accordingly, the question of guidelines does not arise. 

Debt collection issues relating to agencies under the aegis of my Department are a matter 
for the bodies concerned.

08/07/2014WRS02250Leader Programmes Applications

08/07/2014WRS02300515. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application for rural development LEADER fund-
ing grant application in respect of an organisation (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29385/14]

08/07/2014WRS02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development, there are 35 Local Action 
Groups (LAGs) contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the Leader elements of the 
Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) throughout the country. 

The LAGs are the principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project fund-
ing.  Such decisions are made in the context of the local development strategy of the individual 
groups and in line with the Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations.

The relevant LAG in respect of the project referred to is South Kerry Development Partner-
ship (SKDP).  I understand that SKDP are not in a position to fund this project having already 
fully allocated their funding under the 2007-2013 Programme.  I expect, however, that a new 
round of funding under the 2014-2020 Rural Development Programme will commence in early 
2015.

08/07/2014WRS02450Water Quality Issues
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08/07/2014WRS02500516. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on the application for funding by Limerick City and 
County Council for UV treatment to eliminate the risk of cryptosporidium contamination in the 
Kilfinny Group Water Scheme.  [29386/14]

08/07/2014WRS02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): A proposal for works on this scheme, which was received from Limerick City and County 
Council last week, is being examined by my Department.  A response will issue to the Council 
as soon as possible.

08/07/2014WRS02650Housing Assistance Payments Administration

08/07/2014WRS02700517. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the duration of the pilot housing assistant payment schemes in the six chosen local 
authority areas; and when his Department will extend it to all local authority areas.  [29409/14]

08/07/2014WRS02800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Limerick City and County Council was identified as the 
lead local authority to drive implementation of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) in the 
local government sector, including the delivery of an administrative pilot which is currently 
underway to test certain elements of the scheme in advance of the necessary legislation being 
enacted before the end of the Oireachtas summer session.  Following the enactment of the leg-
islation a statutory pilot phase will commence in Limerick and the six other local authorities 
identified for participation in Wave 1 of implementing HAP.  These are South Dublin County 
Council, Cork County Council, Waterford City and County Council, Kilkenny County Council, 
Louth County Council and Monaghan County Council. 

The introduction of HAP is a significant addition to the range of options through which so-
cial housing support is provided in this country.  A review of both the administrative and statu-
tory pilot phases will be carried out prior to commencing a wider roll-out on a phased basis to 
the remaining local authorities in 2015.

08/07/2014WRS02850Library Services Provision

08/07/2014WRS02900518. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding the closure of the local studies library (details supplied) 
in Ballywaltrim, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29414/14]

08/07/2014WRS03000520. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the closure of a library in 
County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29442/14]

08/07/2014WRS03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 518 and 520 together.

The management of library services, including the deployment of resources across the range 
of services in a county, is a matter for each local authority.

Overall staff numbers within local authorities are subject to the moratorium on recruitment 
and promotion in the Public Service, which was introduced in March 2009 in response to the 
financial crisis.  My Department operates a delegated sanction from the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform for implementation of the moratorium in relation to local authorities, 
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and any exceptions to the moratorium in local authorities require sanction from my Department.

My Department examines all staffing sanction requests on a case by case basis having due 
regard to the continued delivery of key services in the context of staffing and budgetary con-
straints. In considering sanction requests, public safety, maintaining key front line services and 
economic issues are given precedence. 

My Department works closely with Wicklow County Council in relation to the Council’s 
overall staffing requirements.  In June 2014, the Council submitted a number of staff sanction 
requests for library positions.  This staffing request is being considered and a decision will issue 
to the Council in due course.

08/07/2014WRS03150Capital Programme Expenditure

08/07/2014WRS03200519. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he expects funding towards housing needs and repairs will be released to 
Meath County Council as there are a large number of properties across the county lying vacant 
and funding is required to ensure they are fully habitable for new tenants; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29441/14]

08/07/2014WRS03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In response to my Department’s request earlier this year 
for submissions under the new capital funding programme for returning vacant local authority 
houses to productive use I allocated €15 million across all local authority areas for the refur-
bishment of some 952 properties.  Funding was allocated on an equitable and evidence based 
system, adjudicated and weighted under select criteria including the level of local housing need 
and the unit cost of the proposals received.  Funding of up to €30,000 per unit is available for a 
suite of works to improve energy efficiency and upgrade the fabric of the house.  Meath County 
Council was allocated €504,000 for the refurbishment of those 22 units which best met the se-
lection criteria and fell within the unit cost ceiling for the scheme. 

Under the recently announced €200 million capital stimulus for the construction sector, of 
which some €50 million is earmarked for social housing, my Department will provide a further 
€20 million for the refurbishment of additional vacant units in order that these can be made 
available as quickly as possible to families on the housing waiting lists.  On 10 June my Depart-
ment wrote to local authorities asking them to submit by the end of the month proposals for the 
refurbishment of additional units in 2014.  My Department has completed its assessment of the 
submissions received and I expect that a further 1,000 vacant units will be retrofitted this year.  
I intend to announce details of the allocations to local authorities very shortly.

  Question No. 520 answered with Question 518.

08/07/2014WRS03450Leader Programmes Applications

08/07/2014WRS03500521. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application to Mayo North East Leader by (details 
supplied); when it is expected that a decision will be made and if it will be expedited due to the 
delay in the planned completion date and uncertainty that is being caused to the local commu-
nity and the contractor; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29447/14]

08/07/2014WRS03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the Leader elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, the Local Action Groups (LAGs) are the 
principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding.  Such decisions are 
made in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with 
the Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations.  The LAG for the area referred to in the 
question is Mayo North East Leader Partnership (MNELP).

This project file was submitted to my Department for a review which has been completed 
and the review findings have been returned to Mayo North East Leader Partnership for follow-
up.

08/07/2014WRS03650Local Authority Housing Mortgages

08/07/2014WRS03700522. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the application procedure for a local authority mortgage; if each local au-
thority advertises the service to citizens; the number of local authority mortgages that were 
issued in each year since 2007 and the total value per year; if he will provide a breakdown of 
the number for 2012 and 2013 by local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29450/14]

08/07/2014WRS03800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There are two types of house purchase loan available 
from local authorities: standard annuity loans targeted at lower income first time buyers and 
loans under the Home Choice Loan scheme which are available to qualifying middle income 
first time buyers.  All applicants must complete a housing loan application form which can be 
downloaded from the relevant local authority’s website. 

The terms and conditions governing the operation, including eligibility terms, of annuity 
mortgages and the Home Choice Loan are set out under various Regulations such as the Hous-
ing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2009, the Housing (Home Choice Loan) Regulations 
2009, and most recently in the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2012.  These 
are also available on my Department’s website: http://www.environ.ie/en/Legislation/Develop-
mentandHousing/Housing/.

My Department publishes a wide range of housing statistics, including the number and 
value of local authority mortgages approved by quarter and year and the total number and value 
of local authority mortgages with a breakdown of those in arrears. The statistics are available 
on my Department’s website at: 

http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatis-
tics/FileDownLoad,15295,en.xls

by clicking “Mortgage Data/Arrears in Local Authorities” and “Loan Approvals 1970 to date” 
under the Housing Loans contents.

A breakdown of local authority mortgage approvals for 2012 and 2013 is set out in the fol-
lowing tables. 

Local Authority Loan approvals – 2012   

- - New Houses - Second-hand Houses 
- No. Value € No. Value € 
County Councils  - - - -
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- - New Houses - Second-hand Houses 
- No. Value € No. Value € 
Carlow 1 145,000 1 32,750 
Cavan 0 0 1 71,136 
Clare 0 0 1 34,000 
Cork 1 105,000 5 800,900 
Donegal 0 0 0 0 
DL/Rathdown 0 0 1 165,000 
Fingal 0 0 15 1,374,532 
Galway 0 0 0 0 
Kerry 0 0 2 20,000 
Kildare 0 0 3 244,300 
Kilkenny 2 250,000 11 1,200,600 
Laois 2 186,330 12 1,146,942 
Leitrim 4 236,230 0 0 
Limerick 1 90,000 3 299,400 
Longford 0 0 1 123,258 
Louth 0 0 2 227,725 
Mayo 8 1,005,500 6 498,000 
Meath 0 0 2 282,907 
Monaghan 0 0 2 190,000 
North Tipperary 0 0 0 0 
Offaly 0 0 0 0 
Roscommon 0 0 0 0 
Sligo 0 0 10 987,350 
South Dublin 0 0 2 342,200 
South Tipperary 0 0 1 36,270 
Waterford 15 1,386,294 0 0 
Westmeath 3 202,100 1 101,200 
Wexford 4 395,650 8 677,792 
Wicklow 2 145,000 1 68,045 
City Councils 
Cork 1 143,400 1 58,000 
Dublin 0 0 11 1,372,400 
Galway 0 0 0 0 
Limerick 0 0 3 163,485 
Waterford 4 583,062 11 1,266,142 
Borough Councils 
Clonmel 1 150,000 1 140,650 
Drogheda 0 0 7 336,049 
Kilkenny 0 0 0 0 
Sligo 0 0 0 0 
Wexford 0 0 0 0 
Town Councils - - - -
Athlone 0 0 0 0 
Bray 0 0 0 0 
Dundalk 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 49 5,023,566 125 12,261,034 

Local Authority Loan approvals – 2013   
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- - New Houses - Second-hand Houses 
- No. Value € No. Value € 
County Councils - -  -  -  
Carlow 3 330,000 6 450,000 
Cavan 0 0 1 50,000 
Clare 0 0 1 23,318 
Cork 0 0 6 776,650 
Donegal 0 0 1 15,169 
DL/Rathdown 0 0 1 130,000 
Fingal 1 70,500 19 2,252,150 
Galway 0 0 0 0 
Kerry 1 135,800 4 275,499 
Kildare 4 520,000 5 529,363 
Kilkenny 2 255,000 13 1,428,300 
Laois 8 505,800 9 592,678 
Leitrim 1 45,000 1 55,000 
Limerick 0 0 3 282,000 
Longford 3 150,880 2 78,350 
Louth 19 1,176,345 2 242,700 
Mayo 11 1,143,523 15 1,632,340 
Meath 0 0 11 1,190,673 
Monaghan 0 0 5 390,450 
North Tipperary 0 0 0 0 
Offaly 0 0 1 72,750 
Roscommon 0 0 0 0 
Sligo 3 255,000 1 106,700 
South Dublin 0 0 5 416,130 
South Tipperary 0 0 0 0 
Waterford 1 115,500 1 86,400 
Westmeath 1 90,000 3 262,250 
Wexford 0 0 9 934,700 
Wicklow 2 245,000 0 0 
City Councils 
Cork 0 0 0 0 
Dublin 0 0 13 1,375,400 
Galway 0 0 0 0 
Limerick 0 0 0 0 
Waterford 1 120,000 4 460,000 
Borough Councils - -  -  -  
Clonmel 1 155,520 2 174,600 
Drogheda 0 0 0 0 
Kilkenny 0 0 0 0 
Sligo 0 0 2 143,350 
Wexford 0 0 0 0 
Town Councils 
Athlone 0 0 0 0 
Bray 0 0 0 0 
Dundalk 2 153,755 2 145,500 
TOTAL 64 5,467,623 148 14,572,420 

08/07/2014WRS03850Housing Assistance Payments Administration



Questions - Written Answers

378

08/07/2014WRS03900523. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the way the introduction of the housing assistance payment, later this year, will 
be reflected in central Government funding to local councils; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29451/14]

08/07/2014WRS04000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The approval by Government in July 2013 of the intro-
duction of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) also included approval for the provision of 
funding to local authorities to cover the cost of accommodating HAP households and meeting 
the administration costs of the scheme by way of a funding transfer from the Department of 
Social Protection (DSP).  The timing and scale of this transfer is to be agreed by my Department 
and DSP in consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, having regard 
to the necessity to ensure that sufficient funding is available for the on-going expenditure on the 
rent supplement scheme and the phased introduction of HAP. 

My Department is working on developing a robust financial strategy for the full roll-out of 
HAP, with a particular focus, in the first instance, on the scale of funds to be transferred to my 
Department to facilitate both the administrative and statutory pilot phases in 2014.  The three 
Departments concerned have agreed to a funding transfer from DSP to my Department for the 
projected initial programme costs, which is based on the movement of 3,595 cases into HAP 
across the 7 Wave 1 pilot authorities.  All three Departments are continuing discussion on the 
arrangements for funding the administration costs of HAP by local authorities, as approved by 
Government.

08/07/2014WRS04050Housing Issues

08/07/2014WRS04100524. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of households on the social housing list to be allocated a 
permanent home for December 2011, December 2012, December 2013 and to date in 2014; and 
the number of persons represented by those households.  [29462/14]

08/07/2014WRS04200525. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the mean and median average waiting time for allocation of social 
housing in areas controlled by the Dublin City Council, South Dublin County Council, Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council and Wicklow County Council; 
and the way these numbers compare with the national average.  [29463/14]

08/07/2014WRS04300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 524 and 525 together.

My Department does not hold information on the allocation of social housing supports to 
households on the waiting list, whether by local authority housing or other accommodation 
provided by an authority.  The allocation of such support is a matter for each authority in accor-
dance with its allocation scheme made under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009. 

The results of the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments carried out as at 7 May 
2013 provided details on the number of households on waiting lists in each housing authority 
area, including the length of time spent by households on each housing authority list.  The re-
sults are available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

h t tp: / /www.environ. ie /en/Publ icat ions/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/
FileDownLoad,34857,en.pdf.   
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The 2013 figures are the most up-to-date figures available on waiting list numbers, which 
are subject to on-going fluctuation due to households being allocated housing and new house-
holds applying for housing support.

08/07/2014WRS04350Local Authority Housing

08/07/2014WRS04400526. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of new dwelling units to be constructed for social housing in 
2014, 2015 and 2016 in areas controlled by Dublin City Council, South Dublin County Council, 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council and Wicklow County Coun-
cil; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29464/14]

08/07/2014WRS04500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The number and method of delivery of social housing 
units in future years is determined in the course of the annual Estimates process.  The Social 
Housing Strategy, which is to be published in Q3 of 2014, will inform the upcoming Estimates 
discussions.  The financial parameters within which we continue to operate will not facilitate a 
return to large-scale Exchequer capital funded construction programmes.  However, earlier this 
year, I signalled a return to modest levels of new social housing construction with an announce-
ment of 1,000 new housing starts over the 2014-2015 period. 

In March 2014, I announced the approval of some 56 social housing construction projects 
with an overall value of some €68 million under the Local Authority housing construction pro-
gramme for 2014-2015.  This will deliver 449 new units of accommodation for people on the 
housing waiting list.  Under the recently announced capital stimulus for the construction sector, 
of which some €50 million is earmarked for social housing, an additional €20 million will be 
made available to support new social housing construction projects in areas with acute housing 
need.  I intend to announce detail s of the projects to be progressed very shortly.

Details of the funding being provided to the four Dublin authorities and Wicklow County 
Council under the €68 million investment in the local authority construction programme for the 
period 2014-2015 are set out in the following table.

Local Authority Project Location No. of 
Units 

Amount al-
located € 

Dublin City Council Buttercup, Darndale 35 7,900,000 
- Ballybough, Dublin 9 2,500,000 
Dún Laoghaire/ Rathdown 
County Council 

Cromlech Close, Kilternan, 
Co. Dublin 

15 2,578,807 

- Clontibret House, Blackrock 2 550,000 
Fingal County Council Glasmore Rd, Swords 12 2,000,000 
- Cappagh, Finglas 27 2,750,000 
South Dublin County Council Belgard Road, Tallaght 3 600,000 
- St Finian ‘ s, Lucan 2 461,175 
- Suncroft, Tallaght 10 2,345,571 
Wicklow County Council 1 Special Needs Unit at 

Roundwood 
1 180,000 

- 1 Special Needs Unit at Ard 
Na Gréine Bray 

1 60,000 

- Emoclew, Arklow (Phase 2) 8 540,000 
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Local Authority Project Location No. of 
Units 

Amount al-
located € 

OVERALL TOTAL   125 22,465,553 

In addition to the above measure s, it is anticipated that over 160 units will be completed or 
commence construction in 2014 under the regeneration programme for Dublin City.  A further 
416 units of accommodation will be provided nationally under my Department’s Capital Assis-
tance Programme for 2014 -2015.  Some 159 of these will be provided across the five authori-
ties referred to.

08/07/2014WRS04550Private Rented Accommodation Deposits

08/07/2014WRS04600527. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to introduce a third party rental deposit scheme for the private 
sector residential renting market. [29465/14]

08/07/2014WRS04700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Programme for Government includes a commitment 
to establish a tenancy deposit protection scheme.  On foot of this commitment I asked the Pri-
vate Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) to commission research on such a scheme and to re-
port back to me with recommendations in that regard.  The subsequent report assessed a number 
of different options for delivery of a scheme ranging from one where all elements are delivered 
by the PRTB to one where all elements are outsourced to a private operator.  The report exam-
ined each option in terms of both insurance and custodial type schemes. 

In a custodial scheme, tenancy deposits are transferred to the scheme for the duration of the 
tenancy.  They are then repaid by the scheme operator following agreement between the land-
lord and tenant or following the outcome of a dispute resolution process in cases where there is 
no agreement.  The interest from the funds deposited pays for the administration of the scheme 
and there is no fee to either the landlord or tenant.  In an insurance-based scheme, the landlord 
pays a premium to insure the risk of the deposit not being returned but retains the deposit.  In the 
event of a dispute, the landlord lodges the total of the deposit with the scheme and it is repaid to 
either the landlord or the tenant at the conclusion of a dispute resolution process. 

I considered all of the options presented in the report in order to determine how to offer the 
greatest protection to tenants at least cost to the Exchequer and secured Government approval 
for the establishment of a tenancy deposit scheme based on a custodial model.  Legislative pro-
visions for the scheme are currently being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel 
and it is my intention to introduce the amendments at Committee Stage of the Residential Ten-
ancies (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2012 in the Seanad shortly.

08/07/2014WRS04750Private Rented Accommodation Costs and Controls

08/07/2014WRS04800528. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to introduce limits on rent increases for the private sector resi-
dential renting market. [29466/14]

08/07/2014WRS04900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The private rented sector is an increasingly important ele-
ment of the housing market, with the proportion of households in the sector almost doubling in 
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the period 2006-2011.  I am conscious of the difficulties caused by rising rents and the problem 
of sourcing suitable accommodation, especially in Dublin and other urban centres.  The most 
recent data from the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) Rent Index shows the extent 
of rising rents, particularly in Dublin and the major cities.  In Dublin, rents for houses increased 
by 6.7% annually while for apartments the figure was 10.3%. 

The fundamental reason behind the rise in rents is a lack of supply. Increasing both public 
and private housing supply is a critical issue and the Government recently published Construc-
tion 2020 - A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector.  It provides for a strategic approach 
to the provision of housing based on real and measured demand and addresses the full range of 
relevant issues including the planning process, financing, access to mortgage finance and the 
construction workforce.  As part of the Construction Strategy, the Government is committed 
to publishing a social housing strategy by the end of the third quarter 2014 which will set out 
a vision for social housing and identify ways to increase social housing supply over the next 5 
years. 

As regards the current year, over €0.5 billion in funding is being made available through my 
Department across a range of housing programmes and it is expected that over 6,000 units will 
be provided for social housing.

Resolution of the housing supply situation is the key element in restoring stability to the 
market but I recognise that the provision of additional units of housing takes time. Consequent-
ly, I recently asked the PRTB to conduct a study to explore options to address the difficulties 
being experienced in segments of the private rented sector due to rising rents and to report back 
to me with policy recommendations.  I expect to have this report shortly.  My goal is to achieve 
stability and sustainability in the market for the benefit of tenants, landlords and society as a 
whole.

08/07/2014WRT00150Fire Service

08/07/2014WRT00200529. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the representations he made to the Department of Finance for more funding 
for the redevelopment and purchasing of new vehicles for the country’s fire services; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29505/14]

08/07/2014WRT00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The provision of fire services in local authority areas, including the establishment and 
maintenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of premises, 
is a statutory function of the individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services 
Act 1981. My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and 
guidance, and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall 
funding available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of 
fire appliances and emergency equipment as well as construction and upgrading of fire stations.

My Department has contributed in excess of €169 million in capital funding over the past 
decade towards significant improvements in fire service infrastructure, fleet and equipment. 
Ireland is acknowledged to have a good infrastructure of fire stations and an excellent front-
line fleet of appliances, specialist vehicles and equipment. In recognition of the importance of 
continued investment in the fire service, the capital allocation was increased from €5 million in 
2013 to €8 million this year. This was achieved notwithstanding the context of reducing capital 
budgets in line with Government policy on the management of the public finances.
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Continued investment in the fire appliance fleet has been identified as one of the key na-
tional priorities for the fire services capital programme. In that context and in order to deliver 
cost efficiencies, a programme involving fire authorities aggregating demand and jointly pro-
curing 17 fire appliances is now nearing completion. Following the success of this programme, 
further support from my Department’s fire services capital programme for a similar initiative 
and other equipment or fire station projects will be considered within the constraints of avail-
able resources and will have regard to local authorities’ priorities, the value for money offered 
by proposals, the totality of requests from fire authorities and the status of existing facilities 
having regard to risk categorisation.      

08/07/2014WRT00350Library Services Staff

08/07/2014WRT00400530. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if approval has been given to the application by Wicklow County Council to 
fill a number of vacancies in the Wicklow County Council library service, including the posi-
tion of executive librarian at Greystones library; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29506/14]

08/07/2014WRT00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 115 of 2 July 2014 which sets out the position in this 
matter.

08/07/2014WRT00550Wind Energy Guidelines

08/07/2014WRT00600531. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the review of the 2006 wind energy development guidelines on noise, 
setbacks and shadow flicker will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29509/14]

08/07/2014WRT00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I commenced a public consultation in December of last 
year on proposed “draft” revisions to the existing 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines 
focussing specifically on the issues of noise, setbacks and shadow flicker. These draft revisions 
propose;   

-  The setting of a more stringent day and night noise limit of 40 decibels for future wind 
energy developments, 

-  A mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres between a wind turbine and the nearest 
dwelling for amenity considerations, and

-  The complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings.   

  My Department received submissions from 7,500 organisations and members of the public 
during the public consultation period and the submissions - which are currently being consid-
ered - will be an important input into the final version of the guidelines, which will be issued to 
planning authorities. Further work is advancing to develop technical appendices to assist plan-
ning authorities with the practical application of the noise measurement aspects of the Wind 
Guidelines.

The proposed draft revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006, when fi-
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nalised, will be issued by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government 
under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. Planning authorities, 
and, where applicable, An Bord Pleanála must have regard to guidelines issued under Section 
28 in the performance of their functions under the Planning Acts. It is intended that the revisions 
to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines will be finalised later in the year.

08/07/2014WRT00750Control of Dogs

08/07/2014WRT00800532. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he proposes to change dog control laws in view of the apparent increase 
in attacks by dogs; if so, if he will detail same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29536/14]

08/07/2014WRT00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no proposals at this stage to amend the current legislation in respect of the control 
of dogs. This legislation requires that the owner, or any other person in charge of a dog, shall 
not permit the dog to be in a public place unless the owner, or the other person in charge of the 
dog, accompanies it and keeps it under effectual control.  A person who fails to comply with 
these provisions shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding £1,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months or to both.

Further restrictions apply to the control of certain specified dog breeds, set out in the Con-
trol of Dogs Regulations 1998, under which those dog breeds are not permitted to be in a pub-
lic place unless they are securely muzzled and led by a sufficiently strong chain or leash, not 
exceeding two metres in length, by a person over the age of sixteen years who is capable of 
controlling such a dog.

I am satisfied that this legislation provides a strong basis for dog control measures. Its im-
plementation is a matter for the local authorities, all of whom either directly employ dog control 
staff or operate a contract for that purpose. It is crucial also for members of the public to exer-
cise responsible dog ownership, in terms of compliance with the legislation, co-operation with 
local authorities and in being mindful of the impact of their dogs’ behaviour on other members 
of the public.   

08/07/2014WRT00950Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WRT01000533. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of funding allocated to an organisation (details supplied) in 
County Cork for each year since the commencement of the project; if his Department obtains 
a comprehensive financial report each year from the organisation; if the assets are listed in the 
name of his Department or the orgainsation; if the funding granted by his Department is allo-
cated thereafter on the basis of set guidelines; if his Department is satisfied that these guidelines 
are being observed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29541/14]

08/07/2014WRT01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 439 of 17 June, 2014 
which sets out the position on this matter.

Funding for the provision of 10 units of accommodation by the approved housing body, 
Right of Place Building Project Ltd, was provided under my Department’s Capital Assistance 
Scheme (CAS). In accordance with the terms and conditions of the CAS, responsibility for the 
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administration of the scheme, including the assessment and appraisal of projects, ensuring com-
pliance with public procurement and statutory planning and the payments of grants on foot of 
work done, rests with the local authority. Details of the amounts recouped to Cork City Council 
in respect of the project are set out in the following table.

Year Amount Recouped 
2001 €367,820 
2002 €301,620 
2003 €594,512 
2006 €121,495 
2012 €72,919 
TOTAL €1,458,366 

  The detailed guidelines pertaining to the provision of funding to AHB’s under the CAS is set 
out in my Department’s Memorandum VHU2/02, which may be accessed on my Department’s 
website http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/Capital 
Funding Schemes for the Provision of Rental Accommodation by Approved Housing Bod-
ies  (pdf, 339 kb).  Under the terms of the scheme the AHB’s are the de facto  owner of the 
properties and are required to make them available for social renting for the duration of the 
mortgage.

08/07/2014WRT01150Water Charges Introduction

08/07/2014WRT01200534. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in the context of the forthcoming domestic water charges, if he will provide 
a detailed list of the free allowances that he will provide for households; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29558/14]

08/07/2014WRT01300554. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if any property which has been identified as currently not suitable for a meter 
will be considered suitable for installation during the metering roll-out; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29834/14]

08/07/2014WRT01400555. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the way the CER will determine the tariff for properties which are connected 
to the public water and wastewater system but that will not have a meter installed before the 
commencement of billing; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29835/14]

08/07/2014WRT01500556. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the completion and implementation timeline for public consultations to de-
termine the water tariffs for properties that will not have a water meter installed when billing 
commences; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29836/14]

08/07/2014WRT01600557. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the processes that are in place to facilitate the circumstances of a private 
property owner who wishes to have a water meter installed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29837/14]

08/07/2014WRT01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 534 and 554 to 557, inclusive, together.

With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. The 
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Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from each cus-
tomer in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility for 
the independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting 
the interests of customers.

I have used my powers under the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 to issue a policy direc-
tion to the CER in relation to a number of matters relating to domestic water charges, including 
the provision of free allowances and the calculation of assessed charges following on from the 
consideration by Government of proposals in relation to the funding model for Irish Water. 
This direction applies for the regulatory cycle from 1 October 2014 to 31 December 2016 and 
requires, inter alia, that funding provided to Irish Water should be used to provide a free allow-
ance of 30,000 litres of water supplied and waste water treated per annum for a primary resi-
dence on a public supply and an additional free allowance to cover the normal usage of water 
services by every child in their primary residence based on the same qualifying conditions as 
child benefit, such that water charges will in effect only apply to adults in such households. The 
direction notes that normal consumption is estimated at 38,000 litres annually per child of water 
supplied and waste water treated and this is to be verified through actual consumption data from 
metering.

The direction also reflects the Government decision that bills will be capped at the relevant 
assessed charge level for those customers with particular medical conditions which necessitate 
high water usage. Qualifying medical conditions will be set out, following consultation with 
the Minister for Health and the Health Services Executive. In addition to the above, the Gov-
ernment has agreed to put in place further affordability measures to assist pensioners, persons 
with disabilities, and carers who receive the Household Benefits Package. The conditions and 
administrative approach to this additional measure will be developed by the Department of 
Social Protection.   

The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an independent 
subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow Irish 
Water to undertake the water metering programme. The meter installation programme com-
menced in August 2013 and will be implemented nationally as quickly as possible. The time 
frame and the allocation of resources for the installation of meters is a matter for Irish Water.

Of the estimated 1.35m domestic properties connected to public water supplies, approxi-
mately 300,000 properties will not be metered as part of the current phase, due to the cost or 
technical difficulty of doing so. These properties would include apartment blocks, other multi-
occupancy buildings and houses with shared service connections. 

Irish Water commissioned a study on possible approaches to metering properties that are 
not part of the current metering programme, including apartments and properties with shared 
service connections. This report was recently submitted to my Department and the recommen-
dations of the report are being considered. In particular, my Department is exploring with Irish 
Water the potential to include a new phase of metering of some 48,000 apartments, which the 
report suggests can be easily metered as part of a separate procurement. 

Households that are connected to the public water supply, but do not have a water meter 
installed, will be charged on an assessed basis, primarily based on occupancy. There will also be 
provision for a rebate, when a customer moves from an assessed charge to a metered charge and 
usage is deemed above a reasonable threshold by comparison to the subsequent metered usage. 

The approach to charging will be outlined by Irish Water in a water charges plan which it 
has submitted to the CER in line with the provisions of the Act. The CER is responsible for ap-
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proving the plan. It has already undertaken a public consultation on the approach to the design 
of domestic water tariffs for both metered and unmetered properties and I understand that the 
CER has indicated that it will initiate a public consultation shortly in relation to other aspects 
of the water charges plan.  Full details of the CER’s public consultation plans are available on 
its website (www.cer.ie).

In making its decision on the approval or otherwise of Irish Water’s first water charges plan, 
the CER must take account of the direction made under Section 42 of the Water Services (No. 
2) Act and the CER will also take into account submissions received on foot of its public con-
sultation on the plan and the decisions made by the Government on the funding model for Irish 
Water.  The CER expect to announce the approved water charges in September 2014. 

08/07/2014WRT01750Library Services Funding

08/07/2014WRT01800535. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of funding, if any, his Department provides for library services 
for persons with a visual impairment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29575/14]

08/07/2014WRT01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The level of service and funding provided towards library services for visually impaired 
people is a matter for each local authority. While I understand that all libraries provide such 
services, my Department does not have a specific role in their provision. 

08/07/2014WRT01950Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRT02000536. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each 
of his special advisers; if he will provide details of any request made for an increase above 
the special adviser pay cap set by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the 
amount of the increase sought.  [29602/14]

08/07/2014WRT02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested in relation to Special Advisers I have appointed is set out in 
the following table.   

Name Position Salary * 
Claire Langton Special Adviser €84,706 
Sean McKeown Special Adviser € 87,258 

* Note: Salary reflects scale wef 1 July 2013.   

The appointments were undertaken in accordance with the Instructions on Ministerial Ap-
pointments for the 31st Dáil and the Guidelines on Staffing of Ministerial Offices of March 
2011.  The Guidelines provide that Special Advisers are to be placed on the Principal Officer 
(standard) scale and appointments are to be on the first point of the scale except where a higher 
starting salary is sought and approved by my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform.

Due to Mr McKeown’s previous employment, his extensive expertise in the areas of busi-
ness, community and local government and with regard to his previous salary, sanction was 
sought to appoint him on the first long service increment point of the Principal Officer (stan-
dard) scale. The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform sanctioned the maximum of the 
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Principal Officer (standard) scale. Salaries of Advisers have been reduced in the interim in line 
with the Public Service Agreements.

08/07/2014WRT02150Environmental Protection Agency Investigations

08/07/2014WRT02200537. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the reason for the delay in bringing forward the remediation plan for Kerdiffstown 
landfill, Naas, County Kildare in view of the fact that the Environmental Protection Agency 
recommended a course of action last January. [29648/14]

08/07/2014WRT02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The EPA engaged SKM Enviros consultants to develop an options paper for the remedia-
tion of the former landfill site at Kerdiffstown, Naas, County Kildare. The Agency received the 
final options report last Autumn, setting out three main options for remediation. The Agency 
discussed the report in October with a number of stakeholders, including local elected repre-
sentatives and Oireachtas Members from the area, local residents and business representatives.

Taking account of these deliberations and their own analysis, the Board of the EPA consid-
ered the options report earlier this year and recommended one of the three options as the most 
appropriate. While there are a number of land ownership issues that need to be resolved in ad-
vance of actual remediation commencing, I expect my Department’s consideration of the matter 
to be completed shortly and that the preferred remediation option would then be presented to 
Government. 

08/07/2014WRT02350Wind Energy Guidelines

08/07/2014WRT02400538. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason the draft guidelines for wind energy recommend a noise level much 
higher than that recommended by the World Health Organization (details supplied); the steps he 
will take to ensure the WHO criteria will be fully incorporated into the final version of the draft 
guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29649/14]

08/07/2014WRT02500543. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 476 to 480, inclusive, of 17 June 2014 
and the assertion therein that the draft revisions of the wind energy guidelines take into account 
the 2009 World Health Organization’s findings regarding night time noise, the way this is so, 
when the WHO identified the following: that the population should not be exposed to night 
noise levels greater than 40 dB of Lnight outside, as measured on the LAeq noise measurement 
indicator; that it should be possible to sleep with a bedroom window slightly open (a reduc-
tion from outside to inside of 15 dB); when the noise is composed of a large proportion of low 
frequency sounds a still lower guideline value is recommended; and when assessing the effects 
of environmental noise on people it is relevant to consider the importance of background noise 
level, because the draft guidelines fail to give effect to those four fundamental WHO criteria; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29773/14]

08/07/2014WRT02600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 538 and 543 together.

My Department published draft revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines on 
11 December 2013 and commenced a period of public consultation which concluded on 21 
February 2014. A stringent absolute outdoor noise limit (day and night) of 40 decibels for future 
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wind energy developments has been proposed in these draft revisions to the Guidelines.

This proposed fixed limit takes into account the World Health Organisation’s 2009 Night 
Noise Guidelines for Europe recommended targets in relation to night time noise, and the 2013 
review of international practice on wind noise undertaken by Marshall Day Acoustics. The 
Marshall Day Acoustics review recommended that on balance, it is considered that absolute 
noise limits offer the potential to provide comparable or better levels of amenity protection than 
the combined noise limits in the existing 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines.

My Department is currently considering the submissions received during the public consul-
tation period. A combined or relative noise limit and the usage of the L A90 noise measurement 
indicator will be reviewed as part of this process. 

08/07/2014WRT02650Local Authority Staff Recruitment

08/07/2014WRT02700539. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if section 54 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014, regarding the appoint-
ment of a chief executive of a council, is subject to a ministerial commencement order; if the 
section is operational for all such appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29716/14]

08/07/2014WRT02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The provisions relating to the appointment of a chief executive provided for in section 
54 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 were commenced with effect from 1 June 2014. 
The new arrangements are now effective in any instance where the process for the recruit-
ment and appointment of a chief executive commenced on or after 1 June 2014. Recruitment/
appointment processes commenced prior to that date continue to be governed by the previous 
legislation provisions.   

08/07/2014WRT02850Disabilities Services Funding

08/07/2014WRT02900540. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will reconsider a decision not to provide funding for Deaforward, an essen-
tial support service for the deaf community; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the 
Deaforward office must now close as a result; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29720/14]

08/07/2014WRT03000544. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will reverse the budget cut to the National Deaf Advocacy Service of the Irish 
Deaf Society; if his attention has been drawn to the levels of social exclusion and difficulties 
in accessing essential public services that the deaf community face; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29776/14]

08/07/2014WRT03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 540 and 544 together.

The funding scheme to support national organisations in the community and voluntary sec-
tor aims to provide multi-annual funding to national organisations towards core costs associ-
ated with the provision of services. A new round of funding was advertised for applications 
earlier this year. I asked Pobal to undertake an assessment of the applications received, given 
that organisation’s significant experience and expertise of both the design of assessment criteria 
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and completion of assessment functions. I was anxious to make funding available to as many 
organisations as possible within the prevailing resource constraints and I approved 55 appli-
cations for funding for the two-year period from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2016. The Irish Deaf 
Society is not one of the organisations approved for funding on this occasion.

Pobal has put in place a dedicated team to deal with any inquiries from applicants and to 
provide detailed feedback. There is also an appeals process and Pobal has provided applicants 
with detailed information on this process. As this appeals process is now live, it would not be 
appropriate for me to make any further comment on the funding process or on the application 
of any particular organisation.

08/07/2014WRT03150Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

08/07/2014WRT03200541. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the person responsible for the continued maintenance and upkeep of the 
many mechanical sewerage treatment plants abandoned by developers who have gone out of 
business; his views on the serious health risk to residents of these affected estates throughout 
the State; if he will indicate if responsibility lies with the city or county councils or with Irish 
Water-Uisce Éireann.  [29752/14]

08/07/2014WRT03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has no responsibility for, or role in, the day to day management, main-
tenance or operation of water or waste water infrastructure. However, it is aware of issues with 
some water services infrastructure provided by developers and which is not connected to the 
public network. My Department is currently considering what long-term solutions might be ap-
propriate in such cases. The Environmental Protection Agency and local authorities continue to 
have statutory responsibility for the investigation of environmental pollution. 

08/07/2014WRT03350Housing Issues

08/07/2014WRT03400542. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his role in the appointment of the chief executive officer of an association (details 
supplied); if his attention has been drawn to any concerns raised about the appointment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [29765/14]

08/07/2014WRT03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The appointment of personnel to Approved Housing Bod-
ies (AHBs) such as housing associations is a matter for the Boards of such bodies. I have no 
role in relation to such appointments nor have any concerns been raised with me regarding the 
specific appointment referred to.

AHBs consist mainly of voluntary or co-operative organisations registered under the Com-
panies Acts, societies registered under the Industrial & Provident Societies Acts and/or Trusts 
incorporated under the Charities Acts.  The Government has committed to bringing greater 
transparency and better governance to the AHB sector.  To this end, I intend to introduce statu-
tory regulation for the governance of AHBs by 2016. Pending statutory regulation, in July 2013 
I introduced a system of voluntary regulation for the sector based on a published code Building 
for the Future that is available on my Department’s website at http://www.environ.ie/en/Publi-
cations/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLoad,33727,en.pdf.

While my Department’s involvement with AHBs relates primarily to the provision of fund-
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ing under specific schemes, earlier this year I established an interim Regulation Committee 
under the auspices of the Housing Agency and supported by a Regulation Office within the 
Agency. The committee was set up to oversee implementation of the code and to advise on 
statutory regulation. To date, over 150 AHBs have signed up to the voluntary code.  Details of 
the new regulatory structures are available at the Housing Agency website at https://www.hous-
ing.ie/Regulation.aspx.

  Question No. 543 answered with Question No. 538.

  Question No. 544 answered with Question No. 540.

  Question No. 545 answered with Question No. 488.

08/07/2014WRT03850Grant Payments

08/07/2014WRT03900546. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the senior alert scheme can be accessed retrospectively by a qualifying 
person who seeks to recoup the cost of a monitored alarm systems installation as he or she was 
not aware of the support available.  [29784/14]

08/07/2014WRT04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme aims to encourage community support for vulnerable older 
people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of limited means, to continue to live se-
curely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind. The Scheme is admin-
istered by local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department.

The terms and conditions of the Scheme include that applications should not be made for 
equipment already installed and no costs should be incurred without prior approval of my De-
partment.   

08/07/2014WRT04050Local Authority Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRT04100547. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in a tabular form the current salaries paid to all city and county 
managers of local authorities. [29806/14]

08/07/2014WRT04200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The salaries for local authority Chief Executives, effective from 1 July, 2013, are set out 
in the following table.

Local Authority Chief Executive Salary
Dublin City Council €175,721 
Cork County Council 
Fingal County Council 
South Dublin County Council 

€150,977 

Cork City Council 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council 
Kildare County Council 
Meath County Council
Limerick City and County Council 

€142,966 
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Local Authority Chief Executive Salary
Clare County Council 
Donegal County Council 
Galway County Council 
Kerry County Council 
Kilkenny County Council 
Louth County Council 
Mayo County Council 
Tipperary County Council 
Westmeath County Council 
Wexford County Council 
Wicklow County Council 
Waterford City and County Council 

€133,072 

Galway City Council 
Carlow County Council 
Cavan County Council 
Laois County Council 
Leitrim County Council 
Longford County Council 
Monaghan County Council 
Offaly County Council 
Roscommon County Council 
Sligo County Council 

€123,910 

08/07/2014WRT04250Local Authority Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRT04300548. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the annual saving to the Exchequer if salaries across all local authorities were 
capped at €100,000. [29808/14]

08/07/2014WRT04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): As of 31 March 2014 there were 216.4 (whole time equivalent) local authority staff, or 
under 1% of the total local authority staff complement, on salary scales the maximum points of 
which are in excess of €100,000.  The grades concerned are Chief Executives, Assistant Chief 
Executives and Directors of Service.  Information regarding potential cost savings which could 
arise if these salaries were reduced is not available in my Department.

08/07/2014WRT04450Local Authority Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRT04500549. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of local authorities, public sector workers in receipt of salaries within 
the bands (details supplied). [29809/14]

08/07/2014WRT04600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The latest data available (as at 31 December 2012) in my Department on the numbers of 
persons employed in local authorities on a whole time equivalent basis (WTE), and the avail-
able salary range, are set out in the table below.   

Salary 
Range 

€0 - 
€30,000 

€30,001 - 
€40,000 

€40,001 - 
€50,000 

€50,001 - 
€60,000 

€60,001 - 
€70,000 

€70,001 
-€80,000 

€80,001 
-€90,000 

€90,001 - 
€100,000 

€100,001 - 
€125,000 

€125,001 - 
€150,000 

€150,001 - 
Upwards 

No. of 
WTE’s 

7,209.81 9,380.81 6,097.99 2,863.75 1,209.86 831.37 469 31 167.65 31 6 

08/07/2014WRT04650Departmental Funding
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08/07/2014WRT04700550. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government regarding the environmental partnership fund, the amount of the available 
funding in 2013 that was allocated to Cork projects; what those projects were; if a similar 
scheme will be available to communities this year; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29823/14]

08/07/2014WRT04800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund, which has operated since 1997, 
promotes sustainable development by assisting small-scale environmental projects at local lev-
el. These projects involve partnership arrangements between local authorities and various local 
groups, including community groups, schools and environmental NGOs.

My Department provided total funding of €400,000 under the Scheme in 2013, to 669 proj-
ects throughout the country, including funding of €10,500 to projects in the Cork City Council 
area and funding of €29,250 to projects in the Cork County Council area. This funding was 
matched by an equivalent amount from the relevant local authorities.

Full details of the 2014 Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund Scheme were 
published in the national press and on my Department’s website on 6 June 2014; details are 
available at the following weblink; http://www.environ.ie/en/Environment/LocalAgenda21/
EnvironmentalPartnershipFund/.

The closing date for receipt of applications under the current Scheme was extended by a 
further week, to 7 July 2014.

08/07/2014WRT04850Housing for People with Disabilities

08/07/2014WRT04900551. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government regarding the €46 million in funding recently announced for a range of 
housing projects which will provide a total of 416 units of accommodation for persons with 
special housing needs including the elderly, persons with an intellectual or physical disability 
and homeless persons, when will the amount of funding allocated to each local authority be 
known; the projects in Cork City and County that will be funded as part of these initiatives; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29824/14]

08/07/2014WRT05000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 21 May 2014, I announced details of the specific proj-
ects to be funded in each local authority area under the €46 million investment which will sup-
port the delivery, by Approved Housing Bodies (AHB’s), of some 416 units of accommodation 
under my Department’s Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) work programme for 2014-2015.   

Details in relation to the projects to be advanced in Cork City and County are set out in the 
following table.

Cork City and County 

Local Au-
thority 

Name of AHB Proposed 
Project 

No of Units Category of 
Tenant 

Estimated 
Cost € 

Cork City 
Council 

Good Shepherd 
Services 

Grattan 
Street, Cork 

15 Mother and 
Child Refuge 

2,225,000 
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Local Au-
thority 

Name of AHB Proposed 
Project 

No of Units Category of 
Tenant 

Estimated 
Cost € 

  Cork Simon 
Community 

St. Joachim 
and Anne’s, 
Anglesea St., 
Cork 

12 Homeless 1,085,000 

Cork County 
Council 

Cluid Housing 
Association 

Freemount, 
Co. Cork. 

1 Persons with 
Disability 

172,150 

  Charleville 
Care Project 
Ltd 

Church View, 
Love Lane, 
Charleville 

2 Elderly 194,760 

  Bandon Geriat-
ric and Com-
munity Council 

Avenue 
House, Ban-
don 

8 Elderly 744,000 

TOTAL - - 38 - €4,420,910 

08/07/2014WRT05050Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

08/07/2014WRT05100552. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on the Memorandum of Understanding that is 
due to be reached between Irish Water and local authorities as it relates to the provision of re-
pair and maintenance of damaged water and/or sewerage pipes within the boundaries of areas 
previously under the responsibility of local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29832/14]

08/07/2014WRT05200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provided for the 
transfer of responsibility for public water services from the local authorities to Irish Water 
with effect from 1 January 2014. Accordingly, responsibility for the maintenance of the public 
water supply and sewer networks is a matter for Irish Water. In accordance with section 31 of 
the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013, Irish Water has entered into agreements with each of the 
local authorities to provide services on behalf of Irish Water in this regard for a 12-year period. 

In light of the transfer of responsibility for public water services, my Department, in consul-
tation with Irish Water and the local authorities, is currently working on developing a protocol 
in relation to the taking in charge of housing estates. This will be finalised shortly, following 
which guidelines will be issued to local authorities by means of circular letter in relation to the 
practical aspects of the taking in charge of water services infrastructure.   

08/07/2014WRT05250Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WRT05300553. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the progress to date in determination of eligibility for assistance under the 
pyrite remediation scheme in the case of persons (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29833/14]

08/07/2014WRT05400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The implementation of the pyrite remediation scheme is a matter for the Pyrite Resolu-
tion Board and my Department has no role in the day-to-day management or operation of the 
scheme; any request for information on individual applications would be more appropriately 
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addressed to the Board, which can be contacted at 1890 252842 or info@pyriteboard.ie.

The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides for the establishment of the Pyrite Resolution 
Board to implement a remediation scheme with the support of the Housing Agency. To date, the 
Board has received in excess of 500 completed applications and these are currently being pro-
cessed. Each application must first be validated by the Board, which involves an assessment of 
the application against relevant eligibility criteria and may also include an audit of the Building 
Condition Assessment. Approximately 200 applications have been validated and forwarded to 
the Housing Agency for the assessment, verification and recommendation process; of this figure 
in excess of 50 have been approved for inclusion in the scheme and the homeowners notified 
accordingly.   

Following completion of the verification process and approval by the Board for the inclusion 
of dwelling(s) in the scheme the next stage involves the awarding of a contract for the works 
and the commencement of the remediation works.  While no contracts have been awarded to 
date the Board anticipates that the first contract will be awarded within the next two months.

Questions Nos. 554 to 557, inclusive, answered with Question No. 534.

08/07/2014WRU00550Seniors Alert Scheme

08/07/2014WRU00600558. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding avenues available for elderly persons who require a personal 
alarm monitor and who have had to discontinue a landline telephone service subsequent to the 
subsidy being discontinued in the last budget; if he intends to provide extra resources to help 
persons upgrade to enable them to use a mobile phone; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29862/14]

08/07/2014WRU00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme aims to encourage community support for vulnerable older 
people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of limited means, to continue to live 
securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind.  The Scheme is ad-
ministered by local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department.  

The Scheme does not provide for replacement alarm systems.

08/07/2014WRU00750Waste Management

08/07/2014WRU00800559. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if waste brokers who do not handle the waste themselves require a waste 
collection permit under waste management legislation or regulations to secure local authority 
waste disposal contracts.  [29931/14]

08/07/2014WRU00900560. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if waste brokers who handle but do not transport waste require a waste 
collection permit under waste management legislation or regulations to secure local authority 
waste disposal contracts.  [29932/14]

08/07/2014WRU01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 559 and 560 together. 
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Article 6 of the Waste Management (Registration of Brokers and Dealers) Regulations 2008 
requires that each broker or dealer shall apply for registration to the competent authority, with 
Article 8 of the Regulations establishing criteria under which such application for a Certificate 
of Registration shall be refused.  Article 9 of the Regulations provides that the competent au-
thority shall attach appropriate conditions to a Certificate of Registration issued to a broker or 
dealer.   

In addition, the general duties of a holder of waste under Section 32 of the Waste Manage-
ment Act (as amended) would apply to a broker or dealer who handles waste.

Section 34(1)(a) of the Act also provides that a person other than a local authority shall 
not, for the purposes of reward, with a view to profit or otherwise in the course of business, 
collect waste, except under and in accordance with a waste collection permit, unless otherwise 
specified in regulations.  Article 30 of the Waste Management (Collection Permit) Regulations 
2007 (as amended) sets out the aforementioned exemptions, whereby a collector of waste is 
not required to hold a waste collection permit.  Irrespective of whether a person is registered 
as a waste broker, any person collecting waste must hold a waste collection permit, unless that 
person is otherwise exempted from doing so in accordance with Section 34(1)(a) of that Act.

08/07/2014WRU01050Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRU01100561. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in tabular form details of increments paid since 2008 in his De-
partment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30530/14]

08/07/2014WRU01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Information in relation to increments paid in each of the years 2008 to 2013 and to date 
in 2014 is set out in the table below: 

Year * No of Increments Paid 
2008 642 
2009 668 
2010 593 
2011 367 
2012 317 
2013 266 
2014 92 

* Note: The numbers for 2011 reflect the reconfiguration of the Department following the 
formation of the Government in March 2011. 

It is not possible to extract historical increment financial data from the system on a global 
basis for the years 2008- 011.  Historic costs could be calculated manually on an individual ba-
sis but this would take a prohibitively long time.  Indicative estimated costs for the years 2012, 
2013 and 2014 to date are €310,000, €250,000 and €120,000, respectively. 

Increments are paid in line with the approved rates of pay at the time as outlined on the 
websites of the Department of Finance and Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
in line with arrangements in place under the Haddington Road Agreement since 1 July 2013.  
Those staff who have reached the maximum or long service increment point of their salary 
scales do not receive increments.  The payment of increments is subject to satisfactory perfor-
mance under the Performance Management and Development System (PMDS).
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08/07/2014WRU01250Departmental Staff Recruitment

08/07/2014WRU01300562. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of retired civil and public servants that have been rehired on 
temporary contracts or as consultants under his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those 
figures in tabular form, providing associated costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [30555/14]

08/07/2014WRU01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Retired public and civil servants are engaged from time to time by my Department in 
areas where specific expertise is required for a short fixed period and these staff provide a level 
of knowledge, experience and background compatible with such requirements. 

The abatement principle, which ensures that the fee or salary paid plus pension does not ex-
ceed the rate of pay the pensioner would receive if he/she had continued service in their former 
post, applies to payments as appropriate.

The information requested in respect of rehired civil and public servants, and associated sal-
ary costs, in my Department since March 2011 is set out in the table below:   

No Role 2011 2012 2013 2014 
1 Co-Chair of 

Nitrates Re-
view Expert 
Advisory 
Group 

€220.00 n/a n/a n/a 

1 Internal Audit 
Committee 
Member (A) 

€997.50 €570.00 - - 

1 Internal Audit 
Committee 
Member (B) 

€1,710.00 n/a n/a n/a 

1 Internal Audit 
Committee 
Member (C) 

n/a €598.50 €1,180.54 €565.58 

1 Internal Audit 
Committee 
Member (D) 

n/a n/a €282.79 €848.37 

1 Chair of the 
National Direc-
torate for Fire 
and Emergency 
Management 

€9,450.00 €4,725.00 €9,450.00 €9,450.00 

1 Process Audi-
tor on Water-
ford Grouped 
Towns & Vil-
lages Sewerage 
Scheme 

€10,543.98 €4,605.00 €10,893.12 €6,374.59 
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No Role 2011 2012 2013 2014 
1 Service Indica-

tors Indepen-
dent Assess-
ment Panel 

€3,000.00 €3,000.00 €3,000.00 - 

1 Chair of the 
National 
Traveller Ac-
commodation 
Consultative 
Committee 

€4,489.00 €4,489.00 €4,489.00 n/a 

1 Examination of 
Final Accounts 
of Water Ser-
vices Capital 
Projects (A) 

€26,275.08 €26,260.00 €8,478.10 n/a 

1 Examination of 
Final Accounts 
of Water Ser-
vices Capital 
Projects (B) 

€5,436.19 €30,820.06 €11,785.76 n/a 

1 27th Session 
of the Govern-
ing Council/
Global nisterial 
Environment 
Forum of the 
United Nations 
Environment 
Programme 
Nairobi 

n/a €2,419.22 €11,443.77 n/a 

1 Parliamen-
tary Drafting 
Expertise for 
Department’s 
Legislative 
Programme 

n/a n/a €72,887.43 €49,443.24 

1 24th General 
Council Meet-
ing of the 
United Na-
tions Human 
Settlements 
Programme 
Nairobi (A) 

n/a n/a €9,546.86 n/a 
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No Role 2011 2012 2013 2014 
1 24th General 

Council Meet-
ing of the 
United Na-
tions Human 
Settlements 
Programme 
Nairobi (B) 

n/a n/a €2,491.88 n/a 

1 Preparation of 
EIA Guidelines 

n/a  n/a €7,200.00  n/a  

1 Independent 
Review of 
Draft Planning 
Directions in 
Westmeath 

 n/a  n/a    n/a  €5,000 (to be 
paid) 

In addition to the above, a number of retired public and civil servants carry out work for my 
Department from time to time on a pro bono basis. 

08/07/2014WRU01450Ministerial Responsibilities

08/07/2014WRU01500563. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the precise duties at the 
Department of Defence which has been assigned to the Government Chief Whip; if it is his in-
tention to seek to amend the Ministers and Secretaries Act to assign the Department of Defence 
to a Minister of State; if he accepts that any downgrading would be a cause of huge concern; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28976/14]

08/07/2014WRU01600The Taoiseach: The precise duties delegated to the Minister of State at the Department of 
Defence under the Defence (Delegation of Ministerial Functions) Order 2014 are as follows:

- The power to direct that an officer who holds a particular commissioned army rank shall, 
in lieu of that commissioned army rank, hold the corresponding commissioned naval rank

- The power to arrange for the instruction of members of the Defence Forces outside the 
State or at non-Military institutions

- The power to employ (including employ by way of apprenticeship) civilians with the De-
fence Forces 

- Powers in relation to the assignment of officers of Reserve Defence Force to a particular 
class of the Reserve Defence Force.

- Powers in relation to the promotion of officers

- Powers in relation to the placing of officers on half pay

- Powers in relation to the retirement of officers of the Permanent Defence Force

- Powers in relation to the relinquishment of commissions by officers of the Reserve De-
fence Forces
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- Powers in relation to effective dates of appointments etc. of officers

- Powers in relation to extension of term of original enlistment of reservists enlisted under 
section 55 of the Defence Act 1954 (Direct enlistment in the Reserve Defence Force for service 
during a fixed period.)

- Powers in relation to the discharge of members of the Defence Forces (other than officers) 
by direction of Minister or authorised officer

- Powers in relation to the discharge of members (other than officers) from the Permanent 
Defence Force or Reserve Defence Force by purchase

- Powers in relation to the promotion of members of the Defence Forces to higher non-
commissioned rank and reduction in rank of non-commissioned officers.

- Powers in relation to remuneration and superannuation of the holder of the office of Om-
budsman, with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform

- Matters relating to reports and recommendations made by the Ombudsman to the Minister

- Powers relating to the exclusion of cases otherwise compensated when fixing the amount 
of a pension, allowance or gratuity awarded to an officer or soldier under the Army Pensions 
Act.

- Powers in relation to the award of cadetships

- Powers in relation to transfers of cadets

- Powers in relation to the appointment of cadets discharged from the Permanent Defence 
Force as officers of the Reserve Defence Force

- Undertakings by cadets to refund the cost of training to the Minister

- Powers in relation to age limits, heights and physical standards for recruits.

- Powers in relation to leave-granting authorities

- Powers in relation to granting special leave with pay and allowances to a member of the 
Permanent Defence Force who has been selected to represent Ireland at approved international 
sporting events

- Powers in relation to the extension of sick leave by Minister

- Powers in relation to the extension of hospital treatment by Minister

- Powers in relation to the sanction by the Minister of periods of sick leave and/or treatment 
recommended by a medical board

- Powers in relation to the retention of PDF members who are medically classified as below 
Defence Forces medical standard but who are fit to carry out the duties to which they are as-
signed

- Powers in relation to promotion to higher acting Rank

- Powers in relation to the approval to fill vacancies by promotion

- Powers in relation to promotion of officers to the next higher rank
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- Powers in relation to the approval of the administration of promotion boards 

- Powers in relation to the secondment of an officer to a Department of State, local authority 
or civil undertaking

- Powers in relation to the extension of officers retirement ages/dates 

- Powers in relation to permission for voluntary retirement of officer

- Powers in relation to the filling of vacancies in respect of appointments of officers with 
professional qualifications 

- Powers in relation to the general qualifications required for appointments of officers with 
professional qualifications 

- Powers in relation to the nomination of qualified candidates for appointment to be officers

- Powers in relation to undertakings by members of the Permanent Defence Force who are 
assigned to undergo a special course of training or instruction outside the Defence Forces

- Powers in relation to the provision of facilities and/or financial assistance to the Represen-
tative Association for Commissioned Officers (RACO), with the concurrence of the Minister 
for Public Expenditure & Reform

- Powers in relation to matters coming under the scope of representation which may be 
agreed between the Minister and RACO

- Powers in relation to the secondment of officers of the Permanent Defence Force to RACO 
with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform

- Powers in relation to the constitution and rules of the Association (RACO)

- Powers in relation to the provision of facilities and/or financial assistance to the Permanent 
Defence Force Other Ranks Representative Association (PDFORRA) with the concurrence of 
the Minister for Public Expenditure & Reform

- Powers in relation to matters coming under the scope of representation of the Association 
(PDFORRA)

- Powers in relation to the secondment of non commissioned officers and privates of the Per-
manent Defence Force to PDFORRA with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure 
& Reform

- Powers in relation to the approval of the constitution and rules of the Association (PD-
FORRA)

I can confirm that there are no plans to amend the Ministers and Secretaries Act to assign 
the Department of Defence to a Minister of State.  The delegation by Government of powers 
to the Minister of State under the Defence (Delegation of Ministerial Functions) Order 2014 
in no way downgrades the role of the Minister for Defence.  Every power or duty delegated to 
the Minister of State continues to be vested in me as Minister for Defence concurrently with 
the Minister of State and may be exercised or performed by either.  As Minister for Defence I 
remain responsible to Dáil Éireann and as the member of the Government for the exercise and 
performance of the statutory powers and duties delegated.

08/07/2014WRU01650Freedom of Information Requests
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08/07/2014WRU01700564. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline in tabular 
form per annum from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of FOI requests received by his 
Department; the total refused; the total granted; the total part granted; the total appealed; the 
total successful appeals; the total part successful appeals; the total refusals; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [29065/14]

08/07/2014WRU01800The Taoiseach: The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the tables below:

-   FOI Requests:

Year Number of 
Requests*

Refused Granted Part Granted

2009 62 10 30 10
2010 63 8 12 20
2011 40 5 20 7
2012 50 5 15 11
2013 40 5 7 11
2014 to date 11 2 2 5

*please note that this figure includes requests received which were subsequently withdrawn, 
withdrawn and handled outside FOI and requests transferred to another body.

FOI Appeals/Internal Review:

Year Total Appealed Successful Part Successful Unsuccessful
2009 3 3
2010 2 1 1
2011 4 1 3
2012 2 1 1
2013 3 1 2
2014 to date 1 1

FOI Appeals to Office of Information Commissioner:

Year Total Appealed Successful Part Successful Unsuccessful
2009 0
2010 1 1
2011 1 1
2012 0
2013 2 1 1
2014 to date 0

08/07/2014WRU01850Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRU01900565. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical-career break broken down by 
zero to six months; six to 12 months; one to two years; two to three years; four to five years; 
five years-plus; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29082/14]

08/07/2014WRU02000The Taoiseach: Civil Service policy on leave without pay is decided centrally by the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform. There are a range of options open to staff wishing 
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to avail of periods of unpaid leave.  The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the 
number of staff in my Department currently on sabbatical/career breaks/Carers leave is set out 
in the table below.

Duration Number of Staff
0-6 months 1
6-12 months Nil
1-2 years 2
2-3 years 2
4-5 years 3
5 years plus Nil

08/07/2014WRU02050Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRU02100566. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in tabular 
form, the total photography costs for his Department since coming to office inclusive of costs 
incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which photographers 
were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with each occasion 
that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of photographers within 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29099/14]

08/07/2014WRU02200The Taoiseach: The total costs for photography paid by the Department in 2011, 2012, 
2013 and 2014 to date is set out in the table below:- 

Date Occasion Company Cost
25/3/2011 Ministerial File Portrait Pack-

age
Maxwell Photography €393.25 (Including VAT)

9/11/2011 Launch of Winter Ready Cam-
paign

Maxwell Photography €849.42 (Including VAT)

21/11/2012 Launch of Winter Ready Cam-
paign

Fennell Photography €116.85 (including VAT)

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, following an EU-level advertised procure-
ment process, has established a Framework Agreement comprising five firms for the provision 
of photography services.  The Framework was established in February 2012 and is open for use 
by all Government Departments and Offices.  My Department avails of this Framework Agree-
ment for photography needs.

08/07/2014WRU02250Departmental Contracts

08/07/2014WRU02300567. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the use of external public relations firms employed by his Department since coming to 
office; the list of uses of the external public relations firm; the internal Department policy with 
regard to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29116/14]

08/07/2014WRU02400The Taoiseach: My Department has not incurred any expenditure on external public rela-
tions since March 2011.

08/07/2014WRU02450Departmental Expenditure



 8 July 2014

403

08/07/2014WRU02500568. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence the total amount spent on exter-
nal IT consultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29151/14]

08/07/2014WRU02600569. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence if his Department has renegoti-
ated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [29170/14]

08/07/2014WRU02700The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 568 and 569 together.

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the total amount of expenditure on 
external IT consultants by my Department, for 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014 is 
set out in the table below.

My Department is always mindful of the costs involved in engaging consultants.  External 
consultants are engaged only when there is a clear need for specialised expertise and follow-
ing a rigorous examination of skills and resources available in-house.  The objective of using 
outside consultants is to ensure that my Department achieves value for money by implementing 
recommendations for improvements in order to maximise efficiency and effectiveness.

My Department adheres to the standards set out in the Public Procurement rules & guide-
lines in awarding contracts.  My Department has not re-negotiated any external IT consultancy 
contracts or costs since March 2011.  Multi-annual contracts are regularly reviewed to ensure 
best value for money and are extended, within the terms of the contract awarded, provided that 
the quality of service required by my Department is being met.

Year Amount
2010 €82,770
2011 €22,009
2012 €201,224
2013 €93,977
To date in 2014 €34,038

08/07/2014WRU02750Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRU02800570. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s remit made since March 
2011 to date; the number of vacancies in State boards under his Department’s remit since March 
2011 to date; the number of vacancies in State boards under his Department’s remit publically 
advertised since March 2011 to date; and the number of appointments to State boards under his 
remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  [29188/14]

08/07/2014WRU02900The Taoiseach: The State Boards under the aegis of the Department of Defence when the 
Government took office were the Civil Defence Board, the Army Pensions Board and the Board 
of Coiste an Asgard.  The Civil Defence Board was identified in the Public Service Reform 
Plan as a body to be abolished.  The then Minister for Defence appointed a 14 person interim 
Board as a temporary measure in 2011 and in this context none of the positions were adver-
tised.  Legislation to dissolve the Board was passed by the Oireachtas in December 2012.  Its 
functions have now transferred back to the Department of Defence.  There were no appoint-
ments to the Board of Coiste an Asgard from 2009.  In the context of settling the Estimates for 
the Department of Defence for 2010, the Government decided that the national sail training 
scheme operated by Coiste an Asgard would be discontinued as recommended in the Report 
of the Special Group on Public Service Numbers and Expenditure.  The formal wind up of the 
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Company including voluntary strike off with the Companies Registration Office was completed 
in early 2013.   The only body currently under the aegis of the Department of Defence is the 
Army Pensions Board.  The Army Pensions Board is an independent statutory body established 
under the Army Pensions Act, 1927.  The Act specifies that the Board shall consist of a chair-
man and two ordinary members.  The two ordinary members must be qualified medical practi-
tioners of whom one must be an officer of the Army Medical Corps.  The chairman and the non 
military ordinary member are appointed by the Minister for Defence with the concurrence of 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  The Army Medical Corps ordinary member 
is appointed by the Minister for Defence on the recommendation of the Chief of Staff of the 
Defence Forces.   There have been two appointments to the Army Pensions Board since March 
2011.  A serving officer was appointed to the position of Army Medical Corps member of the 
Board in December 2011, and a civilian doctor was appointed as ordinary member in November 
2013.   The position of Army Medical Corps ordinary member became vacant due to retirement 
in 2011.  The then Minister for Defence appointed Commandant Adam Lagun to the Board on 
the recommendation of the Chief of Staff.  As the Army Pensions Act, 1927 specifies that one 
of the ordinary members must be an officer of the Army Medical Corps, this position was not 
publicly advertised.  Details of Commandant Lagun’s appointment to the Army Pensions Board 
were published in the Iris Oifigiúl on 13 January 2012.  The civilian doctor vacancy was adver-
tised on the Department of Defence website and the Public Appointments Service website.  A 
number of expressions of interest in the position were received and an appointment to the Board 
was made on foot of this public advertisement process.

08/07/2014WRU02950Naval Service Staff

08/07/2014WRU03000571. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Defence if it is possible for a serving 
member of the Naval Services to transfer to the Army; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29211/14]

08/07/2014WRU03100The Taoiseach: I am advised by the Military authorities that personnel from the Naval Ser-
vice are no different to any other Service or Formation within the Defence Forces in that they 
may apply for transfers within the organisation.  All transfer requests are considered on an in-
dividual basis by the Unit Commander and the Formation Commander of the applicant in light 
of personnel strengths and exigencies of the service, in addition to the personal circumstances 
of individual applications.

Legislative Programme

08/07/2014WRU03200572. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Defence the number of Bills his De-
partment has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory impact assessments that 
his Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29290/14]

08/07/2014WRU03300The Taoiseach: The following Bills have been published since March 2011:-   

1. Defence (Amendment) Act 2011 – The Act provides for amendments to the Defence Acts 
to expand the potential candidature for appointment to the post of Military Judge and the Direc-
tor of Military prosecutions to persons other than members of the Defence Forces and for an 
amendment to the powers of the Selection Committee to determine a candidate’s qualification 
for appointment to these posts.  It also provides for the appointment of a Circuit Court Judge to 
perform the functions of the Military Judge where the Military Judge is not available. 
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 2. Civil Defence Act 2012 - This Act repealed the Civil Defence Act 2002, dissolved the 
Civil Defence Board and transferred its functions, property, rights, liabilities and other respon-
sibilities back to the Department of Defence. 

3. Defence Forces (Second World War Amnesty and Immunity) Act 2012 - The Act pro-
vides for the granting of an amnesty and apology to those members of the Defence Forces who 
served with forces fighting on the Allied side during World War II and who were subsequently 
found guilty by a military tribunal or who were dismissed from the Defence Forces pursuant 
to the provisions of the Emergency Powers (No. 362) Order 1945.  In addition, it also provides 
an immunity from prosecution, to those who were, or who still are, liable to be prosecuted for, 
desertion or being absent without leave.

There have been no Regulatory Impact Assessments carried out by the Department of De-
fence since March 2011.  The Defence Acts and Regulations made thereunder are for the most 
part, focused on the Defence Forces only and do not apply to the ordinary citizen or to business.  
Notwithstanding this, the Department applies the principles set out in the Regulatory Impact 
Assessment (RIA) Guidelines issued by the Department of the Taoiseach where appropriate.

08/07/2014WRU03350Departmental Operations

08/07/2014WRU03400573. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Defence if his Department or agencies 
under its auspices has engaged the services of a debt collection agency in pursuing money owed 
to his Department or its agencies; if his Department have guidelines regarding hiring such agen-
cies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29327/14]

08/07/2014WRU03500The Taoiseach: Neither the Department of Defence nor any agency under the auspices of 
the Department has engaged the services of a debt collection agency in pursuing money owed.

08/07/2014WRU03550Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRU03600574. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide the 
name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; if he will provide de-
tails of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap from the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount of the increase sought.  [29600/14]

08/07/2014WRU03700The Taoiseach: I have not appointed any special advisors in my role as Minister for De-
fence.

08/07/2014WRU03750Defence Forces Personnel

08/07/2014WRU03800575. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Defence if in the past a member of 
the Defence Forces from a foreign State has ever been transferred to the Irish Defence Forces.  
[29650/14]

08/07/2014WRU03900The Taoiseach: I am advised by the military authorities that transfer is an administrative 
process within the context of the Defence Forces.  The Defence Forces does not have an ad-
ministrative relationship with military forces from other countries wherein personnel can be 
transferred between it and other forces.  No serving individual has or can transfer between 
the Defence Forces and other military forces.  Defence Force Regulations states, that a person 
belonging to the Military, Naval, Air, Police or Reserve Forces of any other country or State is 
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ineligible for enlistment to the Defence Forces.  However, it is the case that former members 
of other national military forces may apply for entry to the Irish Defence Forces subject to the 
qualifying conditions applying at the time.  I am advised by the military authorities that such 
individuals have frequently been enlisted or commissioned into the Defence Forces in the past.  
For example, former medical officers from other military forces have been commissioned into 
the Defence Forces.

08/07/2014WRU03950Defence Forces Personnel

08/07/2014WRU04000576. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence the procedures that needs 
to be followed by the Army medical staff before a soldier is discharged from the Army; if it in-
volves a medical board or a single doctor; and if the soldier has any recourse to an independent 
medical witness or assessor to advocate on their behalf.  [29742/14]

08/07/2014WRU04100The Taoiseach: The military authorities advise that if a Medical Officer is of the opinion 
that a soldier fails to meet the medical contractual standards for further engagement or exten-
sion of service, the Medical Officer should refer the case to a Medical Board.  A Medical Board 
consists of at least two Medical Officers.  The board members must have had no previous clini-
cal interaction with the individual over the condition for which the board was convened.  At 
all times the individual may submit new reports, including reports from independent medical 
experts, to the original examining Medical Officer or to the Medical Board, who may decide 
on the basis of the evidence submitted to award a new Medical Classification Code that may 
permit further service.   

If he or she so desires, the individual may appeal the Medical Board’s decision to the Direc-
tor, Medical Branch (DMB) and submit further new reports from independent medical experts 
for consideration.  The Director, Medical Branch shall consider all written representations made 
for the purpose of these proceedings by or on behalf of the individual who was reclassified by 
the Medical Board within 28 days of receipt of same together with the Medical Board report 
and the relevant medical documents which were put before the Medical Board. The DMB 
shall notify the Officer Commanding the individual immediately on making his decision.  The 
Commanding Officer will inform the individual of the DMB’s decision on his representations 
against the determination of the Medical Board.

Personnel taking discharge for reasons other than those outlined above are subject to a final 
Discharge Medical carried out by a Medical Officer.

08/07/2014WRU04150Defence Forces Personnel

08/07/2014WRU04200577. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence if a soldier was originally 
passed fit for overseas duty and on return from such duty was found to be medically unwell 
and having been diagnosed with medical problems, the Army can then proceed to discharge the 
person; and if so, on what grounds.  [29743/14]

08/07/2014WRU04300The Taoiseach: Members of the Defence Forces are required to meet certain medical and 
physical fitness standards in order to remain operationally fit for military service.  The medical 
status of personnel is assessed before and after overseas service.  Like all members of society 
their health status may change over time.  The question of retirement or discharge of a member 
of the PDF on medical grounds is governed by Defence Forces Regulations.

The military authorities advise that if a Medical Officer is of the opinion that an individual’s 
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disability or illness is likely to be of a permanent or protracted nature preventing the perfor-
mance of military duties the Medical Officer shall recommend that the individual be examined 
by a Medical Board with a view to determining his/her fitness for further service in the PDF.  A 
Medical Board consists of at least two Medical Officers.  The board members must have had 
no previous clinical interaction with the individual over the condition for which the board was 
convened.  At all times the individual may submit new reports, including reports from indepen-
dent medical experts, to the original examining Medical Officer or to the Medical Board, who 
may decide on the basis of the evidence submitted to award a new Medical Classification Code 
that may permit further service.  Where the Medical Board upholds the opinion of the Medical 
Officer, the individual may appeal the Medical Board’s decision to the Director Medical Branch 
and submit further new reports from independent medical experts for consideration.  Where the 
Director Medical Branch confirms the decision of the Medical Board steps are initiated to have 
the person discharged or relinquish their commission.  Where the Director Medical Branch does 
not accept the decision of the Medical Board the Director may award an appropriate medical 
classification to the individual which may lead to his/her continuance in service.

There are many other grounds apart from medical reasons why a person might be discharged 
from the Permanent Defence Force.  

08/07/2014WRU04350Defence Forces Personnel

08/07/2014WRU04400578. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence in the case of a soldier 
being discharged from the the Army on medical grounds relating to their mental health, if they 
are then entitled to an Army medical pension; and if so, the entitlements for which they are 
eligible.  [29744/14]

08/07/2014WRU04500The Taoiseach: The question of retirement or discharge of a member of the Permanent De-
fence Force (PDF) on medical grounds is governed by Defence Forces Regulations.  As regards 
medical pensions, there are two separate pension codes applicable to Defence Forces personnel.  
Retirement pension terms for PDF personnel are governed by the Defence Forces Superannua-
tion Schemes.  These Schemes contain provisions for payment of immediate benefits in the case 
of retirement or discharge on medical grounds, regardless of whether the medical condition is 
service related.  Entitlements vary as they are subject to minimum qualifying service and are 
based on various factors, which include: date of joining the Defence Forces, pensionable pay, 
retiring rank and period of pensionable service.

For example, an NCO or Private recruited prior to April 2004 must ordinarily have at least 
21 years’ service to qualify for immediate pension and lump sum.  However where the person 
is discharged on medical grounds and has 12 or more years service but less than 21 years, they 
qualify for a retirement pension and lump sum based on a proportion of 21 year benefits.  For 
those recruited since 1 April 2004 and before 1 January 2013, an immediate pension and gratu-
ity is payable on medical discharge provided the person has five or more years of reckonable 
service.  For those recruited on or after 1 January 2013, an immediate pension and gratuity is 
payable on medical discharge, once the person has a minimum of two years of reckonable ser-
vice.

In addition to benefits under the Defence Forces Superannuation Schemes, the Army Pen-
sions Acts provide for the grant of a pension or a gratuity to former members of the PDF in 
respect of permanent disablement due to a wound or injury attributable to military service 
(whether at home or abroad), or due to disease attributable to or aggravated by overseas service 
with the United Nations.  The rate of disability pension or gratuity awarded depends on the 
degree of disablement attributable to military service, as assessed by the Army Pensions Board.  



Questions - Written Answers

408

The Board is the independent statutory body established under the Acts to investigate and adju-
dicate on applications under the Acts and to report to the Minister thereon.  

It should be emphasised that retirement or discharge from the PDF on medical grounds does 
not give an automatic entitlement to a disability pension.  Also, it should be noted that where 
eligible for both a disability pension and retirement pension, the Defence Forces Superannua-
tion Schemes provide that the combination of both pensions is subject to an overall limit.

PDF personnel who wish to receive an estimate of their entitlements under the Defence 
Forces Superannuation Schemes, or who want information on disability benefits under the 
Army Pensions Acts and the procedures for applying for same, may contact the Pensions Ad-
ministration Section of the Department of Defence.  Information on retirement and disability 
pension terms is also available to military personnel on the Defences Forces intranet and from 
Barrack Personnel Support Services (PSS) at local level.  

The Personnel Support Service (PSS) is a confidential information, education, support and 
referral service for Defence Forces personnel.  There is a PSS office in every major installa-
tion in the Defence Forces.  In addition, each Brigade/Formation has a civilian Defence Forces 
Social Worker whose tasks are to provide assistance and support to service personnel and their 
families where required.

Finally, former PDF personnel are covered for the full range of benefits under the Social 
Welfare Acts, including jobseekers benefit, illness benefit and invalidity pension. They are also 
covered for hospital and medical services under the Health Acts on the same basis as other 
members of the community.

08/07/2014WRV00200Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRV00300579. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in tabular form 
details of increments paid since 2008 in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30528/14]

08/07/2014WRV00400The Taoiseach: It has not been possible in the time available to compile the information 
requested.  The information will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

08/07/2014WRV00500Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/07/2014WRV00600580. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Defence the number of retired 
civil and public servants that have been rehired on temporary contracts or as consultants under 
his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those figures in tabular form, providing associated 
costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30553/14]

08/07/2014WRV00700The Taoiseach: Since the Government took office in March 2011, my Department has 
engaged two retired public servants to act as civilian drivers to the Minister of State.. These 
appointments are to temporary unestablished positions in the Civil Service on a fixed term con-
tract basis. The post of Civilian Driver attracts an annual salary of €32,965.  My Department has 
also employed two retired public servants on a contract basis as civilian employees.  A part-time 
temporary social worker was hired under a fixed-term contract on a salary scale of €38,819 to 
€51,200 (pro rata to 50%).  This fixed-term contract has now expired.  A retired public servant 
was engaged on a contract for service basis to provide an occupational psychiatric service to 
members of the Defence Forces on a fee per client basis. 
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A retired public servant was appointed by the President on the recommendation of the Gov-
ernment to the office of Ombudsman for the Defence Forces on a part-time three day week 
basis. This appointment attracts a pro-rata salary of €62,596.

08/07/2014WRV00800Animal Welfare

08/07/2014WRV00900581. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his position regarding introducing a ban on the use of wild animals in circuses. [29961/14]

08/07/2014WRV01000605. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
implement a ban on the use of wild animals in circuses. [29811/14]

08/07/2014WRV01100610. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to a camel escaping from a circus in Fermoy on the evening of 
2 July, 2014; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this is the second time a camel has 
escaped this year; his views that this is evidence of the inability of circuses to adapt to the nature 
and needs of wild animals; if he will consider a ban in view of the dangers posed to wild animals 
such as possible escape; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29928/14]

08/07/2014WRV01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 581, 605 and 610 together.

The two incidents regarding the camels referred to have been brought to the attention of 
my officials. The conditions under which circus animals are kept and managed come under the 
scope of the new Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.  My Department has met with repre-
sentatives from circus groups and the ISPCA and the DSPCA to discuss the use of animals in 
circuses with a view to preparing a Code of Practice for circuses to be adopted under Section 
25 of the new Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.  I have no plans at this time to ban the use 
of animals in circuses. 

08/07/2014WRV01300Fishery Harbour Centres

08/07/2014WRV01400582. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the further investment he will seek for fishery harbours in 2015 to supplement available 
funding under the EU maritime and fisheries fund. [28991/14]

08/07/2014WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The EU Reg-
ulation establishing the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund was published on 20 May 2014.  
Following months of intense lobbying and negotiation, I announced on 12 June 2014 that I had 
secured €148 million from the new Fund for the period 2014 to 2020 for the development of the 
Irish seafood industry and the coastal communities that depend upon it. 

The EMFF Fund will provide support for our fishing fleet to meet the challenges of the new 
discards ban.  It will support the development of the seafood processing sector, a sustainable 
aquaculture industry and the communities that depend on a vibrant seafood industry.  

My Department has been working since 2013 on developing a new Operational Programme 
setting out the arrangements for spending Ireland’s allocation under the Fund and has engaged 
with stakeholders on a number of occasions to date.  Further public consultation and strategic 
environmental assessment will take place over the summer 2014.  The new Operational Pro-
gramme must be submitted to the European Commission for adoption before the end of 2014.
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My Department administers the Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development 
Programme. This programme funds capital works at the six state owned Fishery Harbour Cen-
tres on an annual basis. The six Fishery Harbour Centres owned, managed and maintained by 
my Department are Killybegs, Howth, Dunmore East, Castletownbere, Dingle and Rossaveel.

Investment in Local Authority owned piers and harbours remains in the first instance the 
responsibility of the relevant local authority. However my Department has in previous years 
provided funding for the development and repair of Local Authority owned piers and harbours 
subject to the availability of exchequer funding.

Decisions on future Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programmes 
will be taken having due consideration to budgetary constraints and overall National priorities. 
Any possible EMFF allocation to fishery harbour measures is subject to final decisions on over-
all priorities for the seafood sector and to ex-ante evaluation by independent consultants of the 
appropriateness of such measures.

08/07/2014WRV01600Freedom of Information Data

08/07/2014WRV01700583. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will outline in tabular form for every year from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of free-
dom of information requests received by his Department; the total refused; total granted; total 
part-granted; total appealed; total of successful appeals; total of part-successful appeals; total of 
refusals; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29061/14]

08/07/2014WRV01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following Annex.

2009

Requests No.
Requests Received 245
Cases withdrawn/Transferred to other Department/dealt with outside FOI 55
Requests Granted 93
Requests Part Granted 62
Requests Refused 35
Appeals Received 24
Appeals successful 1
Part Successful appeals 1
Appeals Refused 22

2010 

Requests No.
Requests Received 214

Cases withdrawn/Transferred to other Department/dealt with outside FOI 43
Requests Granted 90
Requests Part Granted 48
Requests Refused 33
Appeals Received 27
Appeals successful 0
Part Successful appeals 3
Appeals Refused 24
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2011 

Requests No.
Requests Received 243
Cases withdrawn/Transferred to other Department/dealt with outside FOI 51
Requests Granted 74
Requests Part Granted 78
Requests Refused 40
Appeals Received 31
Appeals successful 3
Part Successful appeals 10
Appeals Refused 18

2012

Requests No.
Requests Received 255
Cases withdrawn/Transferred to other Department/dealt with outside FOI 74
Requests Granted 75
Requests Part Granted 84
Requests Refused 22
Appeals Received 30
Appeals successful 0
Part Successful appeals 12
Appeals Refused 18

2013

Requests No.
Requests Received 275
Requests Granted 106
Cases withdrawn/Transferred to other Department/dealt with outside FOI 33
Requests Part Granted 91
Requests Refused 45
Appeals Received 32 
Appeals withdrawn 1
Appeals successful 2
Part Successful appeals 8
Appeals Refused 21

2014 (as at 3 July 2014)

Requests No.
Requests Received 86
Cases withdrawn/Transferred to other Department dealt with outside FOI 5
Requests Granted 22
Requests Part Granted 23
Requests Refused 7
Requests being processed 29
Appeals Received 4
Appeals successful 0
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Requests No.
Part Successful appeals 1
Appeals Refused 2
Appeals being processed 1

08/07/2014WRV01900Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRV02000584. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide in tabular form the number of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical-
career break broken down as follows: zero to six months; six to 12 months; one to two years; 
two to three years; four to five years; five years plus; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29078/14]

08/07/2014WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy, as of 30 June 2014 is contained below.  The figures are supplied 
in both staff number and Full-time equivalents (FTE).

Duration Staff Number FTE
0-6 months 3 2.73
6-12 months 10 8.5
1-2 years 16 12.5
2-3 years 2 2
3-4 years 4 3.5
4-5 years 4 2.7
5 years plus 9 8.1
Total 48 40.03

08/07/2014WRV02200Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRV02300585. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide in tabular form, the total photography costs for his Department since coming to 
office inclusive of costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for 
which photographers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated 
with each occasion that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of 
photographers within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29095/14]

08/07/2014WRV02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is being collated at present and will be forwarded to him as soon 
as possible.

08/07/2014WRV02500Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRV02600586. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide, in tabular form, the use of external public relations firms employed by his Depart-
ment since coming to office; the list of uses of the external public relations firm; the internal 
Department policy with regard to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29112/14]

08/07/2014WRV02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment does not employ external public relations firms.  Public relations advice is provided by 
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my Department’s Press Office.

08/07/2014WRV02800Agriculture Schemes Eligibility

08/07/2014WRV02900587. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a farmer was milking cows in the past and then changed to suckling are they entitled to more 
entitlements due to changes in farming practices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29141/14]

08/07/2014WRV03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
and value of entitlements established for every farmer under the Single Farm Payment Scheme 
in 2005 was based on the average number of animals or of Arable Aid, and the average number 
of hectares on which payment was made, under the Livestock Premia Schemes and/or Arable 
Aid Schemes during the reference years of 2000, 2001 and 2002. Any subsequent change in the 
farming enterprise such as a move from Dairy to Suckler did not lead to a recalculation of the 
value of entitlements held by a farmer under the Single Payment Scheme. 

Under the new Basic Payment Scheme that will take effect from 2015, the number of enti-
tlements to be allocated will be based on the number of hectares declared by a farmer in 2013 or 
2015, whichever is less, while the value of the new entitlements will be based on a percentage 
of the value of entitlements owned by the farmer in 2014. The type of agricultural production 
engaged in by a farmer has no impact on either the number or value of entitlements that will be 
allocated.

08/07/2014WRV03100Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRV03200588. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the total 
amount spent on external IT consultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to 
date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29147/14]

08/07/2014WRV03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The infor-
mation requested can be found in the following tables.  The ICT consultancy engagements 
concerned relate to quarterly independent assessments of the Department’s ICT security mea-
sures and a biannual independent security review of the Department’s ICT infrastructure. This 
is required for EU accreditation purposes in order to maintain the Department’s status as the 
EU-accredited paying agency in Ireland.  In addition, services for independent internet facing 
web application testing are carried out where required.  Furthermore, an independent review 
of all the Geographical Information Systems (GIS) in the Department was carried out as this 
is an integral part of the effective and efficient administration of the EU Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) based single payment and agri-environmental schemes and also in carrying out 
our animal health and farm inspection obligations.  In addition to the ICT consultancy expen-
diture detailed in the attached table, my Department also has a number of contracts in place for 
ICT java programming, database administration and related technical support services.  All ICT 
contracts are awarded on foot of Open EU Tender competitions. 

The total amount spent on external ICT consultancy in each year is as follows:

2010 2011 2012 2013 To date 2014
€18,780 €16,963 €48,388 €42,152 €7,208



Questions - Written Answers

414

Please note that all costs are VAT inclusive.

CONSULTANT/CONSUL-
TANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2010
€

ESPION Quarterly independent assess-
ments of the Department’s IT 
security measures as required 
for EU accreditation purposes, 
biannual independent security 
review of the Department’s IT 
infrastructure. 

15,941.75

ESPION Independent web application 
testing

2,838.66

CONSULTANT/CONSUL-
TANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2011
€

ESPION Quarterly independent assess-
ments of the Department’s IT 
security measures as required 
for EU accreditation purposes, 
biannual independent security 
review of the Department’s IT 
infrastructure.

16,016.78

ESPION Independent web application 
testing.   

946.22

CONSULTANT/CONSUL-
TANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2012
€

ESPION Quarterly independent assess-
ments of the Department’s IT 
security measures as required 
for EU accreditation purposes, 
biannual independent security 
review of the Department’s IT 
infrastructure.

22,034.24

ESPION Independent web application 
testing

10,099.53

Compass Informatics Independent review of all the 
Geographical Information 
based computer systems (GIS) 
in the Department (November/
December 2012)

16,253.89
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CONSULTANT/CONSUL-
TANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2013
€

ESPION Quarterly independent assess-
ments of the Department’s IT 
security measures as required 
for EU accreditation purposes, 
biannual independent security 
review of the Department’s IT 
infrastructure.

10,875.67

Compass Informatics Independent review of all the 
Geographical Information 
based computer systems (GIS) 
in the Department (January/
February 2013)

7,164.95

ESPION Independent web application 
testing

7,949.49

NTA MONITOR Quarterly independent assess-
ments of the Department’s IT 
security measures as required 
for EU accreditation purposes, 
biannual independent security 
review of the Department’s IT 
infrastructure.

10,036.80

NTA MONITOR Independent web application 
testing

6,125.40

CONSULTANT/CONSUL-
TANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE TO 
DATE 2014
€

NTA MONITOR Quarterly independent assess-
ments of the Department’s IT 
security measures as required 
for EU accreditation purposes, 
biannual independent security 
review of the Department’s IT 
infrastructure.

7,207.80

08/07/2014WRV03400Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRV03500589. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department has renegotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29166/14]

08/07/2014WRV03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment awards a contract for ICT security consultancy services on an ongoing two year basis.  
The service consists of quarterly independent assessments of my Department’s ICT security 
measures and a biannual independent security review of my Department’s ICT infrastructure.  
This is required for EU accreditation purposes in order to maintain my Department’s status as 
the EU-accredited paying agency in Ireland.  In addition, services for independent internet-
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facing application testing are provided for in the contract, where required.

Following an open EU public tendering procedure held in April 2013, a contract for this 
work was awarded in June 2013.  On this occasion it was awarded to a different company than 
on the previous occasion that this work was tendered.  Following a review of the initial 12 
month period of the contract, my Department and this company agreed to an extension of the 
contract for a further period of 12 months.  On the expiry of this service in 2015, it is envisaged 
that my Department will run a new open EU tender competition for this ICT consultancy work.

My Department is also heavily reliant on high quality Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS) to both assist with the effective and efficient administration of the EU Common Agricul-
tural Policy (CAP) based single payment and agri-environmental schemes and also in carrying 
out our animal health and farm inspection obligations.  Following an open public tendering 
procedure held in 2012, my Department awarded a contract to Compass Informatics to carry 
out a review of the operation of the Department’s GIS systems and to produce a technical report 
on how to ensure that these systems continue to serve my Department well into the future.  The 
final report was completed as scheduled and a number of the recommendations are currently 
being implemented.

In addition, my Department has a number of contracts in place for ICT infrastructure tech-
nical support and for contract programming resources, which have been retendered at various 
points since March 2011, using open EU tendering procedures.

08/07/2014WRV03700Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRV03800590. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide in tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s 
remit made from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his De-
partment’s remit from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his 
Department’s remit publically advertised from March 2011 to date; and the number of appoint-
ments to State boards under his remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  
[29184/14]

08/07/2014WRV03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since May 
2011, a notification has been placed on my Department’s website inviting expressions of inter-
est from persons interested in being appointed to the boards of State Bodies under the aegis of 
my Department.  The list of board vacancies is updated on a regular basis.

In making any board appointments, I am not necessarily confined to those who make such 
expressions of interest but ensure that all of those appointed have the relevant mix of knowl-
edge and expertise to contribute to the relevant board.

In the case of the Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board, Bord Bia, Teagasc, National Milk 
Agency, Veterinary Council of Ireland and Horse Racing Ireland board appointments, while 
made by me, are not at my sole discretion in that individuals are nominated for appointment by 
me as specified in the relevant statute. 

The information sought by the Deputy is outlined in the table below as at 8 July 2014.
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Body/Agency No of Board 
Members

No of Board 
appointments 
since March 
2011 

Name Date Ap-
pointed

‘Expression of 
Interest’ ap-
pointments

No of vacan-
cies since 
March 2011

Aquaculture 
Licensing Ap-
peals Board

7 8 (including 
the Chair)

Imelda Reyn-
olds (Chair)

01-Apr-14 The Chair was 
appointed from 
an ‘expression of 
interest’

8

- - - Brendan Brice 09-Nov-11 The other seven 
appointments 
are nominations 
made by pre-
scribed organisa-
tions from which 
the Minister 
made appoint-
ments

-

- - - Camilla Keane 23-Feb-12 - -
- - - Sean Murphy 01-Jan-13 - -
- - - Michael Swee-

ney
01-Jan-13 - -

- - - Dr Owen 
McIntyre

11-Apr-13 - - 

- - - Jim Power 11-Apr-13 - - 
- - - Lorcán O Cin-

néide
22-Oct-13 - -

An Bord Bia 15 14  (including 
the Chair)

Michael Carey 
(Chair)

19-Nov-11 Eleven nomi-
nations made 
by prescribed 
organisations 
from which the 
Minister made 
appointments

16

- - - Gary Brown 07-Oct-11 -
- - - Michael 

Cronin
07-Oct-11 -

- - - Rhona Holland 07-Oct-11 -
- - - John Kingston 07-Oct-11
- - - Brody Swee-

ney
07-Oct-11

- - - Mary J Byrne 28-Mar-12
- - - John Bryan 24-Mar-12
- - - John Horgan 07-Dec-12
- - - John Comer 12-Apr-13
- - - Frank Hayes 12-Apr-13
- - - Caroline Keel-

ing
10-Dec-13

- - - Prof Fergal 
O’Gara

30-Jan-14

- - - Eddie Downey 30-Jan-14
Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara

6 5 (including 
the Chair)

Kieran Calnan 
(Chair)

13-Jun-12 Three appoint-
ments from 
‘expressions of 
interest’

5

Pádraig O 
Céidigh

30-Apr-13

Sean 
O’Donoghue

02-Mar-14

Damien 
McLaughlin

21-Mar-14
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Body/Agency No of Board 
Members

No of Board 
appointments 
since March 
2011 

Name Date Ap-
pointed

‘Expression of 
Interest’ ap-
pointments

No of vacan-
cies since 
March 2011

Bill Deasy 27-May-14
Bord na gCon 7 8 (including 

the Chair)
Philip Meaney 
(Chair)

12-Apr-11 Six of the Ordi-
nary Members 
of the Board ap-
pointed submit-
ted ‘expressions 
of interest’

0

Matt Murphy 02-Dec-11
Brendan 
Moore

02-Dec-11

Tim Gilbert 02-Dec-11
Tony McNa-
mee

02-Dec-11

William 
O’Dwyer

12-Jun-12

Riona Hef-
fernan

05-Feb-14

Colm Gaynor 28-May-14
Coillte 9 7 (including 

the Chair)
Brendan McK-
enna (Chair)

08-Oct-12 Four appoint-
ments were from 
‘expressions of 
interest’

7

Oliver Mc-
Cabe

24-Oct-11

David Gun-
ning

25-May-12

Julie Murphy 
O’Connor

24-Jun-13

John Moloney 09-Oct-13
Jerry Houlihan 01-May-14
Roísín Bren-
nan

01-May-14

Horse Racing 
Ireland

14 6 (including 
the Chair)

Joe Keeling 
(Chair)

13-Mar-13 Five Ordinary 
Members of 
the Board were 
appointed fol-
lowing their 
nomination by 
stakeholder 
groups in ac-
cordance with 
legislation

0

Noel Meade 08-Feb-12
Neville 
O’Byrne

08-Feb-12

Mary 
O’Connor

08-Feb-12

Meta Os-
bourne

18-Dec-13

Eimear Mul-
hearn

18-Dec-13

Irish National 
Stud

7 9 (including 
the Chair)

Matt Dempsey 
(Chair)

28-Feb-13 Four of the Di-
rectors appointed 
had submitted 
‘expressions of 
interest’

0
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Body/Agency No of Board 
Members

No of Board 
appointments 
since March 
2011 

Name Date Ap-
pointed

‘Expression of 
Interest’ ap-
pointments

No of vacan-
cies since 
March 2011

31-Oct-13 (re-
appointment)

John Tuite 25-Oct-13
09-Apr-14 (re-
appointment)

Seamus Boyle 25-Oct-13
09-Apr-14  (re-
appointment)

Mark Weld 29-Oct-13
Kate Horgan 29-Oct-13
Paul Shelly 08-Mar-11

Marine Insti-
tute

9 5 (including 
the Chair)

Dr John 
Killeen (Chair)

08-Jan-14 Four appoint-
ments were from 
‘expressions of 
interest’

7

Paul Hyde 01-Jun-12
David Owen 04-Dec-12
Prof Patricia 
Barker

19-Feb-13

Donal Kelly 15-Apr-13
National Milk 
Agency

14 13 Denis Fagan 23-Jan-13 Five Producer 
representatives 
appointed fol-
lowing election 
in Dec 2013 in 
accordance with 
legislation. 

0

Eamonn 
McEnteggart

23-Jan-13

Padraig Mul-
ligan

23-Jan-13

Timothy Cash-
man

23-Jan-13

Jerome Crow-
ley

23-Jan-13

Richard Dono-
hue

23-Jan-13

Michael 
Kilcoyne

23-Jan-13 Eight Ordinary 
members of 
the Board were 
nominated by 
the relevant 
stakeholder 
groups.

Walter Mo-
loney

23-Jan-13

John Foster 23-Jan-13
Eoghan Mc-
Sweeney

23-Jan-13

George Kearns 22-Oct-13
Tony O 
Driscoll

22-Oct-13

Frank Tobin 22-Oct-13
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Body/Agency No of Board 
Members

No of Board 
appointments 
since March 
2011 

Name Date Ap-
pointed

‘Expression of 
Interest’ ap-
pointments

No of vacan-
cies since 
March 2011

Sea Fisher-
ies Protection 
Authority

3 2 Micheál O 
Mahony

01-Jan-13 Recruitment by 
Public Competi-
tion 

1

Dr Susan 
Steele

04-Mar-13

Teagasc 11 9 (including 
the Chair)

Dr Noel Caw-
ley (Chair)

17-Sep-13  (re-
appointment)

Three appoint-
ments were from 
‘expressions of 
interest’

9

Thomas Cooke 05-Oct-11
Dr Karina 
Pierce

09-Jan-13

Brendan 
Gleeson

09-Jan-13

Tom Tynan 09-Jan-13
Padraig Gib-
bons 

15-Sep-13  (re-
appointment)

Alan Jagoe 15-Sep-13
Prof. Gerald 
Fitzgerald

15-Sep-13

Tim O’Leary 23-Jan-14
Veterinary 
Council

19 17 Michael 
Sheahan

01-Jan-12 Ten representa-
tives appointed 
following 
elections in both 
2012 and 2014 
in accordance 
with legislation.

20

Peadar 
Ó’Scanaill

01-Jan-12 Four members 
of the Board 
were nominated 
by the relevant 
stakeholder 
groups.

Michael 
Sadlier

01-Jan-12 Three Ministeri-
al appointments

Deirdre Cam-
pion

01-Jan-12

Martin Blake 01-Jan-14
Barbara Bent 01-Jan-14
Kevin Twomey 01-Jan-14
Bridget 
Younge

01-Jan-14

Grace Mul-
cahy

01-Jan-14

Stephen Gor-
don

01-Jan-14

Margaret 
O’Sullivan

01-Jan-14

William Cash-
man

01-Jan-14

Fergus Smith 01-Jan-14
John B Magee 01-Jan-14
Raymond Finn 01-Jan-14
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Body/Agency No of Board 
Members

No of Board 
appointments 
since March 
2011 

Name Date Ap-
pointed

‘Expression of 
Interest’ ap-
pointments

No of vacan-
cies since 
March 2011

Morgan G 
Lyons

01-Jan-14

Susie Walton 01-Jan-14

08/07/2014WRV04000Beef Industry

08/07/2014WRV04100591. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on beef price levels and the attendant difficulties experienced by farmers as a direct result 
of pricing levels; the action he will take to provide sustainable incomes and living standards for 
farmers in the beef sector in view of the ambitious targets set out under Harvest 2020; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29221/14]

08/07/2014WRV04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am acutely 
aware of the importance of the beef sector and sensitive to the concerns of farmers in relation to 
beef prices at this time. Prices have declined since the highs of last year, not only in Ireland but 
internationally and also in our most important beef export market, the UK. However as the Dep-
uty is aware, it is not for me or for that matter any Minister for Agriculture to determine beef 
prices, as this is a matter for the market and ultimately one between suppliers and processors.

Nevertheless against the background of the current concerns, I met separately with represen-
tatives of the farm organisations (IFA, ICMSA, ICSA) and meat factories (MII) in February and 
March this year. More recently, I invited key stakeholders, including farm organisations, beef 
processors and relevant state agencies, to a round table discussion on the future development of 
the beef sector on 17 April and chaired a second meeting on 3 June. The Beef roundtable pro-
vides a platform for positive engagement between farmers, processers and stakeholders in the 
sector. There have already been a number of initiatives in the wake of this forum. These include:

- The Beef Roundtable discussions will reconvene quarterly to exchange intelligence on 
market developments and forecasts particularly in relation to supply, demand, prices, product 
specifications, retail changes etc;

- I have committed to launching a ‘Beef Pricewatch’ online tool to make price information 
more accessible and free of charge to farmers. Work is progressing and already as an initial step 
the department has improved its website in order to make price information more user friendly 
for farmers;

- My Department is examining the possibility of legislating for the   recognition of producer 
organisations in the beef sector. This initiative could provide a vehicle for collective action by 
farmers in a way that can give them the advantages of scale and market presence, as well as a 
useful vehicle for transferring technology and expertise to improve profitability at farm level;

- My  Department will prioritise its targeted on-farm capital investments for suckler farmers 
through the new Rural Development Programme;

- Bord Bia has allocated €0.5m to expand and target promotion of Irish beef through its 
campaigns in the UK and in certain continental markets;

During the first beef forum, I had requested Mr. Michael Dowling, Chairman of the Beef 
2020 Activation Group, to review the implementation of the Group’s report, after intensive 
consultation with all stakeholders. That report has been delivered, and I have asked roundtable 



Questions - Written Answers

422

participants to reflect on its recommendations. In addition, last Friday I called on the beef pro-
cessors to be more proactive in dealing with the current issues and implementing the recom-
mendation in the Dowling report. 

I also announced details of an investment package worth up to €40m to beef farmers in 
2014, aimed at sustaining a critical mass in the suckler cow herd, the seedbed for our beef in-
dustry. This package includes:

- €23m for the Beef Genomics Scheme;

- €10m for the Beef Data Programme;

- €5m for the Beef Technology Adoption Programme; and

- €2m in residual payments under the Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme. 

Last week I submitted a draft €4 billion draft Rural Development Programme to Brussels 
which includes a significant developmental component for the beef sector. Under the new RDP, 
beef suckler farmers will be eligible for participation under a range of measures, including:

- a substantial new agri-environment/climate scheme (GLAS), which will build on the prog-
ress made under REPS and AEOS. This will provide for a maximum payment of €5,000 for up 
to 50,000 farmers and a further payment of up to €2,000 for a limited number of farmers who 
take on particularly challenging actions;

- continued strong support for disadvantaged areas (now known as Areas of Natural Con-
straint) to the tune of about €195 million per year;

- incentives for on-farm capital investment, including support for the expansion of the dairy 
sector following the abolition of milk quotas in 2015;

- knowledge transfer and innovation measures, aimed at underpinning farm viability, sus-
tainability and growth through the adoption of best practice and innovative solutions;

- a new beef data and genomics measure worth up to €52 million per year aimed at improv-
ing the genetic quality of the beef herd;

- a separate strand of the support for on-farm capital investment will be ring-fenced for 
young farmers at a higher rate of aid intensity of 60%;  and

- other supports aimed at collaborative farming, artisan producers, organic farming etc.

08/07/2014WRV04300Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRV04400592. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of Bills his Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory im-
pact assessments his Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [29286/14]

08/07/2014WRV04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since this 
Government took office my Department has published four Bills:

- Veterinary Practice (Amendment) Bill (28 July 2011);

- Animal Health and Welfare Bill (25 April 2012);
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- Forestry Bill (24 April 2013);

- Johnstown Castle Agricultural College (Amendment) Bill (15 May 2014)

The Regulatory Impact Assessments for the Veterinary Practice (Amendment) Bill, the Ani-
mal Health and Welfare Bill and the Forestry Bill were all carried out prior to this Government 
taking office.  The Regulatory Impact Assessment for the Johnstown Castle Agricultural Col-
lege (Amendment) Bill was published on 19 May 2014.

08/07/2014WRV04600Rural Environment Protection Scheme Appeals

08/07/2014WRV04700593. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on correspondence regarding fines in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29305/14]

08/07/2014WRV04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced in the REPS4 Scheme on 1 November 2008 and his contract under the 
Scheme ended on 31 December 2013. On examination of his REPS file, it was found that he 
was claiming Natura payments on land which was not designated as Natura land but rather 
was designated as proposed NHA (Natural Heritage Area). The person named arranged for 
an amended REPS plan in relation to his REPS4 contract for 2011 and subsequent years to be 
submitted at that stage.

In these circumstances, Department officials had no option but to claw-back the amount 
already overclaimed and overpaid on the relevant designated areas. This REPS overpayment 
of €3935.04 was recouped from his 2013 REPS and Single Farm Payments. The person named 
is entitled to appeal this decision through a review with the relevant Regional Inspector and 
subsequently through the Agriculture Appeals Office.

08/07/2014WRV04900Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRV05000594. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department or agencies under its auspices have engaged the services of a debt collection agen-
cy in pursuing moneys owed to them; if his Department has guidelines regarding hiring such 
agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29323/14]

08/07/2014WRV05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment does not have a policy of engaging the services of a debt collection agency for pursuing 
money owed to it.

08/07/2014WRV05200Land Parcel Identification System

08/07/2014WRV05300595. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of appeals that have been lodged to the independent appeals group set up by him 
to examine appeals of decisions made by his Department under the land parcel identification 
system review, in relation to application by farmers for area based payments broken down on 
a monthly basis; the number of appeals that have been decided; the number of cases where the 
outcome was more favourable to the farmer than the original decision; the number to whom 
it was less favourable; the number to whom it was the same; if appeals are being dealt with in 
chronological order; when all appeals will be decided; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [29342/14]

08/07/2014WRV05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is bound, under EU Regulations, to maintain the accuracy the Land Parcel Identification 
System (LPIS) which underpins the direct payments. At the start of each year, my Department 
issues colour maps of all land parcels declared by farmers in the previous year together with 
a covering letter. In that letter, farmers are clearly informed of the need to carefully examine 
each map carefully and to identify and exclude from their application all unfarmed land, ineli-
gible features such as buildings, farmyards, scrub, roadways, forests, lakes etc. included in the 
land parcels. There is, therefore, an onus on all farmers to ensure that the area of land declared 
by them as eligible for payment under the Direct Payment Schemes is accurate. They are also 
given the means to do so by making the ortho-photos available to them on an annual basis. 
These requirements are also made clear in the Terms and Conditions of the Schemes, which 
accompanies the pre-printed application form issued to all farmers. 

In the letters which issue where ineligible areas have been identified, considerable detail 
regarding the issues and maps to advise of the particular over-claims, are provided, in addition 
to which farmers are also informed of the appeals process, should they disagree with my De-
partment’s findings.  The appeals process I have introduced is both robust and comprehensive; 
in the first instance, applicants are entitled to have their case reviewed by submitting their ap-
peal on the form provided by my Department. If they are not satisfied with the outcome of the 
review, they can appeal their case to the independent-chaired Land Eligibility Appeals Com-
mittee. 

To date, some 10,173 appeals have been received, of which 6,671 have been finalised or 
in the final stages of processing. In addition, 2,545 cases are in the process of either ground 
verification visits or administrative validation. A further 957 cases have been received in recent 
weeks and will be processed as soon as possible. To date, 156 cases were referred to the Appeals 
Committee for consideration. These cases were reviewed by the Appeals Committee and the 
applicants will be informed of the outcome of their appeal very shortly. 

08/07/2014WRV05500Land Parcel Identification System

08/07/2014WRV05600596. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on a LPIS review appeal submitted by a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway; if so, the details of the decision made; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29377/14]

08/07/2014WRV05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As you may 
be aware my Department is currently examining land parcels declared under the Single Pay-
ment Scheme and other area-based Direct Payment Schemes. As part of this review an ineli-
gible area was identified and removed from a parcel declared by the person named. The person 
named was notified of this decision and of her right of appeal. Following an appeal from the 
person named my Department has carried out a review and has rejected the appeal submitted by 
the person named. The applicant was informed of the outcome of this review in a letter dated 
3rd   July 2014 and advised of the further right to appeal to the independently-chaired LPIS Ap-
peals Committee within four weeks of the date of the letter.

08/07/2014WRV05800Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WRV05900597. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the funding, if any, his Department provides for library services for persons with a visual im-
pairment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29569/14]

08/07/2014WRV06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The library 
in my Department is used, in the main, by officers of the Department.  It has an electronic 
portal that allows users access documents held in electronic format. Specialised software and 
hardware are provided to internal users who are visually impaired to facilitate access to this 
information. 

Given the availability of and access to the internet and on-line information my Department’s 
library service is not as widely used today as it was in the past. Therefore access to all data nor-
mally available through the library is readily available to all staff including those with visual 
impairment. 

In line with my Department’s policy to address issues relating to accessibility to its publi-
cations, tenders for the design and publication of Department publications always include the 
requirement for the capability to produce the document in HTML, braille, large type and audio 
formats.  

In terms of a specific budget for library services for persons with visual impairment my 
Department has in the past and will continue to fund, the necessary supports to ensure equal 
access for all staff. 

08/07/2014WRV06100Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

08/07/2014WRV06200598. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 124 of 4 June 2014, when an agri-environment option scheme pay-
ment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29590/14]

08/07/2014WRV06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 3) with 
effect from 1 May 2013.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  These checks have been suc-
cessfully completed in respect of 2013 and 75% payment issued to the person named on 7 May 
2014.   Final arrangements are in train to issue the balancing 25% payment to all eligible AEOS 
3 participants as soon as possible.

08/07/2014WRV06400Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRV06500599. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advis-
ers; if he will provide details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay 
cap set by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount of the increase 
sought.  [29596/14]

08/07/2014WRV06600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, I have outlined below details of the salaries paid to the Special Advi-
sors employed in my Department. A salary increase for one of my advisors which is marginally 
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higher than the pay guidelines for such a position was approved by the Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform. This request was based on the substantially higher salary which he was 
earning in the private sector prior to his appointment as Special Advisor.

Name Title Current Salary  
Ross MacMathúna (from 
16/01/2012 to date)

Special Advisor €103,200

Aine Kilroy (from 18/4/2011 - to 
date)

Special Advisor €81,676

08/07/2014WRV06700Single Payment Scheme Payments

08/07/2014WRV06800600. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 621 of 27 May 2014, when a decision on single farm payment will 
issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29668/14]

08/07/2014WRV06900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
the lands declared by the person named under the Single Payment Scheme in both 2012 and 
2013 revealed that a number of land parcels declared contained ineligible features. This review 
resulted in an over-payment being applied under the 2012 Scheme which was netted-off the 
balancing payment due under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme.

In order to clarify the position regarding the areas deemed ineligible my Department un-
dertook a ground verification check. This check reduced the 2012 area over-declaration from 
greater than 20% to a reduction of between 3% and 20%. Also the minor reduction in respect of 
the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was removed.

While the over-payment in respect of the 2012 scheme was reduced, it was not sufficiently 
reduced to result in any refund being due of being in respect of the netted-off payment under 
the 2013 scheme. A letter detailing the outcome of the verification check as it applies to both 
the 2012 and 2013 schemes will issue to the person named this week. 

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of the verification check 
the decision can be appealed to the independent LPIS Appeals Committee, within 3 months of 
the notification letter.

08/07/2014WRV07000Animal Welfare

08/07/2014WRV07100601. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the five racehorses that died from injuries at Clonmel races this month, if he will 
strengthen regulations in the horse racing industry; if his Department will carry out its own in-
vestigation into the deaths of the five horses, despite the fact that the Turf Club cleared Clonmel 
racecourse of any wrongdoing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29695/14]

08/07/2014WRV07200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  I am aware 
of the events at the race meeting in question, which is clearly a matter of concern, and my De-
partment has been in touch with the Irish Turf Club in this regard. 

The Turf Club, which incorporates the Irish National Hunt Steeple Chase Committee 
(INHSC), sets and administers the rules of racing for all thoroughbred race meetings through-
out the State in accordance with Section 39 (1) of the Irish Horse Racing Industry Act 1994.
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The Turf Club is the authority which determines whether race-fixtures can be held. Section 
46 of the Irish Horse Racing Industry Act 1994 provides that the Turf Club “or a person acting 
on its behalf shall, in respect of each race-fixture to be held at an authorised racecourse, deter-
mine before the fixture whether that race-fixture may be held having considered the following 
criteria—

(a) the safety of horses and riders both on and off the racetrack,

(b) the condition in respect of safety of fences, hurdles or other obstacles on the racetrack,

(c) the condition of the running surface of the racetrack,

(d) the efficiency of the management of the racecourse in respect of the holding of horse 
races at that fixture, and

(e) any other matter that might affect the safe operation of horse races at the race-fixture.”

The Turf Club has confirmed to officials from my Department that the course at Clonmel 
was inspected on Wednesday June 11, Thursday June 12 and again on June 13 the date on which 
the fatalities occurred.  I understand that these inspections carried out prior to race commence-
ment are part of normal procedure.

The Turf Club has indicated that it undertook an investigation of events leading up to the 
race meeting and during the fixture.  The investigation included interviews with all the trainers 
and the riders of the horses that were killed, the Irish Racehorse Trainers Association, The Irish 
Jockeys Association and Turf Club Officials. None of the persons or bodies concerned attrib-
uted what occurred to the condition of the track, nor had they raised concerns about the ground 
conditions on the evening in question. 

The Turf Club has indicated that the fatalities occurred on different parts of the track and 
that there was no commonality between the fatalities.  It has also indicated that it has sufficient 
powers under the rules of racing to address issues of this nature and in particular has made the 
following points:

- If the raceday stewards have concerns about any aspect of a day’s racing such as the con-
dition of the track, condition of horses etc. they have appropriate powers under the Rules of 
Racing to deal with each matter as it arises;

- The Turf Club hold an annual safety review with trainers, jockeys and officials and all 
aspects of safety on all tracks are reviewed;

- The Turf Club monitor fatalities rates at all tracks annually and take remedial action as 
required. 

The Turf Club provide a veterinary officer at all race meetings,  who can make reports to 
the stewards if they have concerns about the fitness or well being of any horse and the stewards 
have power to order the withdrawal of any horse on welfare grounds.

In this regard the Turf Club has advised that following the incident at Clonmel, they will 
be sending extra veterinary officers to a selection of race meetings during the summer to carry 
out pre-race veterinary checks on a precautionary basis. In relation to any further investigation 
by my Department, the Turf Club has statutory responsibility for the enforcement of integrity 
in racing, and has sole and independent power to make and apply the rules of racing.  In these 
circumstances I do not consider any further investigation by my Department to be appropriate 
at this point.



Questions - Written Answers

428

08/07/2014WRV07300Aquaculture Licences Applications

08/07/2014WRV07400602. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding an aquaculture site (details supplied) in County Donegal; the reason 
an application for the renewal of the licence for this site has not yet been processed; if com-
pensation will be made available to the owner of the site should the renewal be refused as per 
recommendations under the Marine Institute appropriate assessment report of May 2013; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [29704/14]

08/07/2014WRV07500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appli-
cation referred to by the Deputy is in respect of a site located within Lough Swilly which is 
designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive and a Special 
Protection Area under the EU Birds Directive (Natura 2000 sites).

My Department is constrained by European law from issuing or renewing aquaculture li-
cences for sites located within Natura 2000 areas (areas protected under the EU Birds/Habitats 
Directives) until such time as an ‘Appropriate Assessment’ has been conducted to assess the 
potential of the proposed aquaculture activities on the conservation objectives for that Natura 
site.  The licensing process must take full account of the outcome of that assessment in reaching 
a determination on any particular licence application. 

My Department, in conjunction with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wild-
life Service (NPWS) of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, has engaged in a 
major programme to gather the necessary baseline data appropriate to the conservation objec-
tives of aquaculture sites located within designated Natura areas, including Lough Swilly. 

The Appropriate Assessment process has now been completed by the Marine Institute in 
respect of the Lough.

My Department is currently examining the outcomes of the Appropriate Assessment with a 
view to formulating policy recommendations in respect of individual licences held by operators 
in the Lough. Such policy recommendations will take account of all national and EU legisla-
tive requirements and will reflect engineering, scientific, environmental, legal and public policy 
aspects of each licence application. This process which is very detailed in nature is ongoing.

Aquaculture operations (including the application referred to) that are covered by section 
19A (4) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 may continue to operate pending a final deter-
mination in each case. This allows aquaculturists who have submitted valid renewal applica-
tions to continue aquaculture activities, subject to the terms and conditions of the old licence, 
pending a decision on the renewal application.

My Department continues to make every effort to expedite the determination of the Lough 
Swilly aquaculture licence applications having regard to the need to comply with all relevant 
national and EU legislation.

08/07/2014WRV07600Ash Dieback Threat

08/07/2014WRV07700603. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps that have been taken to help nurseries that have been affected by ash dieback; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that many of these nurseries find themselves in huge financial 
difficulty and in some instances jobs have been lost as a result of ash die back; his plans to 
provide any compensation to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29794/14]
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08/07/2014WRV07800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  I am aware 
that the measures taken to control the spread of ash dieback (Chalara fraxinea) and the collapse 
in demand for ash plants, have both created difficulties for a number of nurseries.

However, due to the current economic difficulties, I regret to inform you that it is not pos-
sible for my Department to introduce a compensation scheme for nursery stock producers aris-
ing from the measures taken to control ash dieback.

Beef Industry

08/07/2014WRW00200604. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
it is intended to seek protected geographical indication, PGI, status for Irish beef in a joint ap-
plication with the Northern Ireland Minister for Agriculture; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [29801/14]

08/07/2014WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Union scheme of geographical indications (GI) protects the names of quality agricultural 
products and foodstuffs where a strong link exists between the characteristics of a product or 
foodstuff and the defined geographical area. It represents a niche in European food production 
where a speciality typical of the locality is produced in a common way.  In the case of a Pro-
tected Geographical Indication (PGI) the product must be produced or processed or prepared in 
the geographical area and a specific quality, reputation or other characteristics must be attribut-
able to that area.

The concept is one of a local or regional food or “terroir” rather than national reputation. A 
previous application for Irish Beef was withdrawn as the European Commission did not accept 
that there were exceptional circumstances to justify the use of the name of a Member State in 
the proposed PGI.  The Commission also expressed reservations about an application to register 
‘Northern Ireland Beef’ as a PGI.

Since then producer bodies and agencies have from time to time explored the possibility of a 
joint application but have not to date reached a shared position.  If a consensus develops on the 
value of applying for an all island ‘Irish Beef’ PGI, my Department and its agencies will work 
with producer bodies and our counterparts on this matter.  While the regulation now permits the 
use of the name of a Member State on a GI, however the qualities of the product have to be the 
same and it must be demonstrated how the same geographical and human factors throughout the 
whole geographical area have produced this product. There is furthermore, a very significant 
difficulty in establishing a PGI where, as in the case of beef, labelling rules already require the 
declaration of the Member State of origin.

Applications are developed by producer groups and are submitted by Member States who 
may agree that one Member State should submit the joint application.  An application may 
cross more than one jurisdiction if the geographical area and region share the particular charac-
teristics.  I have discussed this with Minister O’Neill and we will continue to work together to 
support the development of opportunities for Irish beef farmers.

  Question No. 605 answered with Question No. 581.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

08/07/2014WRW00500606. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the position regarding the agri-environment option scheme payment in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry [29840/14]

08/07/2014WRW00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 3) 
with effect from 1 May 2013.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other 
area-based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks 
with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  
During these checks an over claim was identified in relation to the Natura action which resulted 
in deductions been made from the 2013 Scheme year payment.  The person named was notified 
of these deductions by letter and 75% entitlements in respect of 2013 issued on 30 June 2014.  
Final arrangements are in train to issue the balancing 25% payment to all eligible AEOS 3 par-
ticipants as soon as possible.

TB Eradication Scheme

08/07/2014WRW00700607. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on the cull of badgers to stop the spread of TB (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29859/14]

08/07/2014WRW00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment’s TB Eradication Programme has incorporated a comprehensive badger removal policy 
since 2004 in response to research conducted over the years by the Department and others 
which demonstrated that the eradication of the disease is not a practicable proposition until the 
issue of the reservoir of infection in badgers, which is seeding infection into the cattle popula-
tion, is addressed.  This policy aims to limit the spread of TB infection within badgers and, as 
a result, their role as a vector of infection to the local cattle population. It is widely recognised 
among the scientific community that TB is maintained independently in both cattle and badgers 
that share the same environment and that there is interspecies transmission.  This leads to spill 
back to cattle initiating an outbreak and leading to recurring bovine-to-bovine disease spread 
within cattle herds.

Under the wildlife strategy operated by my Department, badgers are removed in areas 
where they are associated with serious TB breakdown in cattle.  Capturing is undertaken under 
licence, issued by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of Arts, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht, following an epidemiological investigation carried out by my Department’s 
Veterinary Inspectorate that has found that badgers are the likely source of infection. Approxi-
mately 6,000 badgers are removed annually under the programme.  However, the D/AHG li-
cence issued to my Department limits capture to a maximum of 30% of the agriculture land at 
a national level so as to ensure that the badger population remains viable and not under threat.  
This limit ensures that Ireland remains in compliance with the Council of Europe’s Berne Con-
vention. The success of this strategy can be seen from the fact that   the disease level in badgers 
is about half of what it had been in 2002.

My Department also invests in extensive research in relation to badger ecology and vaccina-
tion programmes.  The aim of this research is to replace badger culling with vaccination when 
research currently being undertaken demonstrates that this is a practicable proposition.  How-
ever, targeted badger removals will continue in the medium term.  In my earlier reply, I drew 
attention to the progressive and significant improvements in the TB situation in recent years 
with levels at the lowest since the commencement of the eradication programme in the 1950s.  
I fully recognise that, despite the progress made, the disease remains a real problem for those, 
albeit lower numbers of herd owners, affected.  The eradication programme also continues to 
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represent a significant cost to the State, notwithstanding the expenditure reductions achieved as 
result of the lower disease incidence.  It is therefore in the interests of all concerned to build on 
the progress made to work towards eradication of the disease.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

08/07/2014WRW00900608. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an 
application for AEOS payment will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29885/14]

08/07/2014WRW01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 3) 
with effect from 1 May 2013.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, have to be completed before any payment can issue.  
During these checks a query arose in respect of land parcels declared which required digitisa-
tion. This is being dealt with by my Department at present and once the digitisation process is 
completed, the application will be processed with a view to making payment in respect of 2013 
at the earliest opportunity.

Animal Welfare

08/07/2014WRW01100609. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason no sufficient advertising was carried out by his Department to announce the 
publication of the draft code of practice for the fur farming of mink; the reason no invitation 
was advertised for public consultation; the reason no date of publication was published on his 
Department’s website including a deadline date for public submissions or an email address to 
send the public submissions; the reason no real consultative process was carried out with animal 
welfare groups inviting their formal submissions for the draft code of practice; if the current 
drafting of a code of practice for circuses is open to public consultation; where on the website 
this information is available; his views on extending the deadline for both submissions in view 
of the lack of sufficient public awareness of this process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29927/14]

08/07/2014WRW01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Depu-
ty is aware, there was an extensive Public Consultation in 2008 and 2009 on the Animal Health 
and Welfare Bill which covered all aspects of animal health and welfare. Furthermore, there 
was an extensive debate on these issues in both houses of the Oireachtas, including on fur farm-
ing.  My Department issued a press release on 7 of March announcing the commencement of 
the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013. This press release also stated that, as part of this com-
mencement, the draft Code of Practice on Mink Farming was being placed on the Department 
of Agriculture website for public consultation.  I have extended the deadline for submissions on 
the draft Code for The Farming of Mink to Friday, 18 July 2014.  The Code for of Practice for 
Circuses is not at a draft stage yet. However, my Department will happily receive submissions 
in the preparation of the Code.

  Question No. 610 answered with Question No. 581.

Departmental Staff Remuneration
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08/07/2014WRW01400611. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide in tabular form details of increments paid since 2008 in his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30525/14]

08/07/2014WRW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
of increments awarded to the various groups of staff employed by my Department in the period 
requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

Year Agricultural 
Inspector 
Grades

Technical 
Agricul-
tural Officer 
Grades

Veterinary 
Inspector 
Grades

Administra-
tive Grades

Total No. 
Increments 
awarded

2008 191 225 230 1060 1706
2009 227 250 166 1042 1685
2010 215 250 137   976 1578
2011 167 152 125   802 1246
2012 161 158 90   677 1086
2013 136 188 110   524  958
Jan-Jun14 56 50 57    222   385
- - - - Grand  Total 8644

Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/07/2014WRW01600612. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of retired civil and public servants that have been rehired on temporary con-
tracts or as consultants under his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those figures in 
tabular form, providing associated costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [30550/14]

08/07/2014WRW01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Details of 
retired staff who have been re-hired by my Department on a contract basis since March 2011 
are set out in the table below. These contracts which have now expired were subject to normal 
pension abatement rules.

Grade prior to retirement Costs associated with contract
Assistant Secretary General 2011 - €66,047
- 2012 - €75,352
- 2013 - €52,231
Principal Officer 2012 - €2,629
- 2013 - €9,281

Insolvency Service of Ireland Application Numbers

08/07/2014WRW01800613. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons that have engaged with the Insolvency Service of Ireland to date; the number of cases that 
have dealt with mortgage arrears specifically; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[28971/14]

08/07/2014WRW01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I advised the Deputy 
last week, the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) releases its statistics on a quarterly basis and 
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the most up to date figures reflecting Quarter 2 of 2014 will be published on the ISI’s website 
www.isi.gov.ie later this month.  As outlined in the ISI’s Quarter 1 Statistical Report, the number 
of cases as at 31 March 2014 was as follows:

  - 55 Debt Solution Arrangements Approved (44 Debt Relief Notices, 7 Debt Settlement Ar-
rangements and 4 Personal Insolvency Arrangements);

  - 523 cases in progress - (320 PIAs, 121 DSAs and 82 DRNs);

  - 70 Protective Certificates issued by the Courts. (Protective Certificates give protection to 
debtors against legal action by creditors for a period and allows a Personal Insolvency Practi-
tioner 70 days in which to develop an arrangement);

  - 66 bankruptcies in the first Quarter of 2014.

  In terms of other engagement with the Service, I can advise the Deputy that since 2013 the 
ISI has received almost 11,000 telephone calls to its information line and 2,500 email enquiries.  
The ISI website had in excess of 166,000 website visits and more than 55,000 documents were 
downloaded from the site.  The ISI has advised that it does not have data available on the num-
ber of cases that dealt specifically with mortgage arrears.

Legislative Programme

08/07/2014WRW02000614. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing the Mental Health Commission Annual Report 2013, which states that there are other areas 
where progress remains slow and is a cause of frustration; the fact that the Assisted Decision 
Making (Capacity) Bill, published in July 2013, has not been passed; the fact that Ireland’s 
name remains absent from the list of signatories of the UN Convention on the Rights of People 
with Disabilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [29207/14]

08/07/2014WRW02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Bill is a far-reaching Bill which provides for a comprehensive reform of the 
legislation relating to capacity and to decision-making by persons who have difficulty in mak-
ing decisions unaided.  What has been proposed in this Bill represents international best prac-
tice. Nonetheless, international legislation in this area is rapidly evolving and new approaches 
are being developed all the time.  This has necessitated extensive consultation on the Bill.  The 
Bill’s publication in July 2013 was followed in September by a consultation symposium organ-
ised by my Department, by the Dáil Second Stage debate in December 2013, and by a second 
consultation process undertaken by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and 
Equality, in Spring 2014.

All of these processes identified areas of the Bill which required amendment to ensure a 
better fit with the requirements of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
and the European Convention on Human Rights.  Amending provisions are being drafted by 
the Department in tandem with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel. These will be introduced 
at Committee Stage which is currently awaited. In addition, provisions on Advance Healthcare 
Directives will be incorporated at Committee Stage. The aim is to enact the legislation this year.

As the Deputy is no doubt aware, the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Bill is one of the 
core elements of the remaining work to be completed to enable ratification by the State of the 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Government intends to proceed 
to ratification of the Convention as quickly as possible, taking into account the need to ensure 
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all necessary legislative and administrative requirements under the Convention are met.

An interdepartmental committee on the Convention is reviewing the remaining legislative 
and administrative actions required to enable ratification.  As part of its work programme, the 
committee has identified issues to be considered by various Departments and examination of 
these issues is ongoing.  At the request of the committee, the National Disability Authority, 
the lead statutory agency for the sector, is also assisting in assessing remaining requirements 
for ratification to ensure that all outstanding issues will be comprehensively addressed. As the 
Deputy may be aware, Ireland does not become party to treaties until it is first in a position to 
comply with the obligations imposed by them, including the amendment of domestic law as 
necessary.

Road Safety Statistics

08/07/2014WRW02200615. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality on speed detection 
vans, the number of speed detection operations carried out in County Longford in the years 
2012 and 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [29272/14]

08/07/2014WRW02300616. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality on speed detection 
vans operating in County Longford in 2012 and 2013 the amount of revenue that was generated; 
the location that generated the most revenue; the amount and the number of visits made; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [29410/14]

08/07/2014WRW02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 615 and 616 together.

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities regarding the information available to 
them in relation to the matter referred to and I will contact the Deputy directly as soon as the 
report is to hand.

Equality Issues

08/07/2014WRW02500617. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will outline 
any body of work that she has carried out to date on the issue of introducing shared parental 
leave; her views that a more flexible system is needed for parents of new born babies to allow 
them to choose the best work and family balance for their lives; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [29427/14]

08/07/2014WRW02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Work on the preparation 
of a Family Leave Bill is underway and I hope be in a position to publish it before the end of 
2014.  As already announced, this Bill will provide for the consolidation into one piece of leg-
islation of the current provisions regarding maternity, adoptive, parental and carer’s leave.  As 
the Deputy will be aware, the Government agreed, in 2013, not to oppose a Private Members’ 
Bill introduced in Seanad Éireann by Senator Mary White, which provides for the sharing by 
the mother and father of the current maternity leave provision.  The Government supports the 
principle of such flexibility, but the precise details of how this might be achieved need further 
consideration and consultation.   Minister of State Lynch on behalf of the Government has indi-
cated in the Seanad debates on the Bill that significant detailed amendments would be required 
and work is ongoing within my Department in this regard.  I might also mention the current 
provision of 18 weeks unpaid parental leave is available to each parent per child.  This was in-
creased to 18 weeks from the previous applicable allowance of 14 weeks in 2013.
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08/07/2014WRW02650Data Protection

08/07/2014WRW02700618. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will consider 
extending data protection legislation to cover records that are kept by religious institutions.  
[29774/14]

08/07/2014WRW02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The position is that the 
Council of Europe’s Data Protection Convention (1981) and the European Union’s Data Protec-
tion Directive (1995) have been transposed into national law in the Data Protection Acts 1988 
and 2003. The data protection rights of individuals under these Acts are generally applicable 
and the legislation does not distinguish between religious institutions and other bodies acting 
in their capacity as data controller when holding or processing the personal data of individuals.

Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRW02900619. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the fund-
ing that has been provided for counselling for victims of the Dublin and Monaghan bombings; 
the reason this funding has been withdrawn; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[29026/14]

08/07/2014WRW03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I refer the Deputy to my 
reply to Question No. 152 of 18 June 2014.  The position in this regard has not changed.

The troubles on this island exacted a tragic human cost in terms of the lives lost, people 
injured and families bereaved.  The impact of the many atrocities perpetrated over the course 
of the troubles lives long in our memory and is felt to this very day.  Our thoughts are with the 
victims and their families.

 As part and parcel of addressing the legacy of conflict for victims, the Government estab-
lished the Remembrance Commission.  Over the lifetime of the Remembrance Commission 
from 2003 to 2008 €3.87 million in funding was made available to individual victims of the 
conflict in Northern Ireland resident in this jurisdiction to acknowledge their suffering, to ad-
dress economic hardship and certain medical expenses.  A significant amount of funding was 
also made available directly to Justice for the Forgotten, a group which supports many of the 
victims.

 The exceptional payments element of the Remembrance Commission scheme provided for 
the possibility for payment of counselling expenses incurred prior to the establishment of the 
scheme, in the circumstances outlined in the scheme.  Some ongoing counselling services were 
provided through Justice for the Forgotten.

 Although it was not possible for my Department to continue funding Justice for the Forgot-
ten, I am happy to inform the Deputy that the group was recently awarded funding from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade under its Reconciliation and Anti-Sectarianism Funds 
to allow it to continue the important work it carries out for the victims it represents.

I might add that while it is not possible to extend the nature of the schemes administered by 
my Department’s Victims of Crime Office, I can reiterate the assurances given previously that 
funding for certain ongoing medical needs of the people who sustained injuries in the bombings 
has been and will continue to be provided through my Department’s Victims of Crime Office.
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Prisoner Releases

08/07/2014WRW03100620. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
consider taking on board an amnesty similar, but to a lesser degree, to that given by the Czech 
President Václav Klaus in 2013, where he granted amnesty to a third of his country’s prisoners 
to mark 20 years of the Czech Republic’s independence; if the Government will consider such a 
gesture having devised their own criteria of who would be eligible, in honour of the 1916 com-
memorations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29028/14]

08/07/2014WRW03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can advise the Deputy 
that the Government has no plans to introduce such an amnesty here.

Freedom of Information Data

08/07/2014WRW03300621. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will outline in 
tabular form for each year from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of FOI requests received 
by her Department; the total refused; total granted; total part-granted; total appealed; total of 
successful appeals; total of part-successful appeals; total of refusals; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29072/14]

08/07/2014WRW03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information sought 
by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

Year Num-
ber re-
ceived

Num-
ber 
Grant-
ed

Num-
ber 
Part 
Grant-
ed

Num-
ber 
refused

Num-
ber Ap-
pealed

Number 
Granted 
or Deci-
sion set 
aside

Number 
Part 
Granted

Num-
ber of 
Appeals 
Refused

2009 844 214 187 123 61 9 18 24
2010 598 170 174 149 78 11 21 40
2011 597 116 263 117 67 11 17 37
2012 594 184 226 142 60 9 13 38
2103 550 176 233 116 84 7 21 52
2014* 281 66 105 76 32 2 7 14

*Figures are up to end of June 2014. This figure also includes the number of requests which 
are ongoing.

I wish to point out to the Deputy that the figure for the number of Freedom of Information 
requests received each year also includes number of requests which were transferred, with-
drawn and/or handled outside the Act.  It is for this reason that the figures referring to the overall 
number of requests received, do not equate to the figures granted/part granted/refused for each 
year.

Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRW03500622. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide 
in tabular form the number of staff in her Department currently on a sabbatical or career break,  
broken down by timeframe, that is, less than six months, six to 12 months, one to two years, 
two to three years, four to five years, and five years plus; and if she will make a statement on 
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the matter.  [29089/14]

08/07/2014WRW03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As of 3 July, 2014, the 
numbers of staff in my Department on career break is as set out in the following table.  The 
information is provided in tabular format as requested and, while not requested by the Deputy, 
I have also included information for staff on career break in the 3-4 year category.  The Deputy 
should note that the term sabbatical is not utilised in the context of leave granted to staff.

Timframe No. on sabbatical/career break
0-6 months 3
6-12 months 5
1-2 years 15
2-3 years 13
3-4 years 7
4-5 years 20
5+ years 14
Total 77

Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRW03700623. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide, in 
tabular form, the total photography costs for her Department since coming to office inclusive of 
costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which photogra-
phers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with each occa-
sion that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of photographers 
within her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [29106/14]

08/07/2014WRW03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Photographic services 
are only used by my Department to mark and provide a record of significant occasions.  Consid-
eration is given at all times to the costs involved and best value for money is always a priority 
when sourcing such services.  The photography costs incurred by my Department and agencies 
under my remit from the date of my appointment on 8 May 2014 to date, are set out as follows.

Occasion Photographer Cost
Appointment of Chief Execu-
tive Designate to Charities 
Regulatory Authority

Maxwell Photography Ltd €123

First  Board meeting of the 
Charities Regulatory Author-
ity

Maxwell Photography Ltd €275.52

Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRW03900624. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide, 
in tabular form, the use of external public relations firms employed by her Department since 
coming to office; the list of uses of each external public relations firm; the internal Department 
policy with regard to employing external groups; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [29123/14]

08/07/2014WRW04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department’s re-
cords to date show no external public relations firms have been employed since I took office.  It 
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is my Department’s policy to use in house resources as much as possible and to restrict the use 
of external groups to a minimum.

Garda Investigations

08/07/2014WRW04100625. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will provide an update on the concerns over the resource and IT limitations of the computer 
crime investigation unit of the Garda Síochána that has led to serious delays in prosecuting per-
sons suspected of having images of child abuse stored on their computers.  [29130/14]

08/07/2014WRW04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will ap-
preciate that the provision and deployment of Garda resources, including to specialist units, is 
a matter for the Acting Garda Commissioner.  In that regard, he will be aware that the Acting 
Commissioner has directed an immediate, comprehensive review and strategic realignment of 
Garda capacity to deal with emerging crime of this nature.  In addition, the Acting Commis-
sioner has recently put in place a number of new structures, processes and procedures, for im-
plementation with immediate effect within the Computer Crime Investigation Unit, to address 
the issues of concern which have arisen regarding processing times.  I am advised that this will 
immediately halt the growth in outstanding cases and begin to address the backlog.

These measures include the introduction of new ‘triage’ arrangements so as to maximise 
use of skilled resources, prioritisation of training to ensure a further 8 Forensic Examiners 
are fully trained and operational by end July, and a new approach to the management of the 
process which will double the closure rate by the end of the third quarter of 2014.  Investment 
in high powered computers is also to be accelerated, and structures are to be put in place for 
fast-tracking cases that require early intervention.  I am further advised that an in-depth review 
of this approach will be concluded by end 2014 to ensure that the desired increase in output is 
being delivered.

As I have previously indicated to the Deputy, I am determined to ensure that we are in a 
position to respond effectively to the abuse of children through child pornography and therefore 
very much welcome these proactive and practical steps being taken by the Acting Commis-
sioner.  My Department will remain in regular contact with the Garda authorities concerning 
their impact, and with respect to the broader review which the Acting Commissioner has also 
initiated.

Direct Provision System

08/07/2014WRW04300626. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the length of 
time broken down by years that current asylum seekers have been living in direct provision ac-
commodation. [29145/14]

08/07/2014WRW04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception and In-
tegration Agency (RIA) of my Department is responsible for the voluntary accommodation of 
protection applicants in accordance with the Government policy of direct provision and disper-
sal.  Direct provision provides for full board accommodation supports while a final decision 
is awaited by a person on their protection or any related leave to remain application.  As at 22 
June 2014, there were 4,332 persons availing of direct provision accommodation in 34 centres 
under contract to the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department.  The detailed 
statistical analysis sought by the Deputy for the year ending 31 December, 2013 is provided in 
RIA’s 2013 Annual Report which is published on its website www.ria.gov.ie.
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08/07/2014WRW04450Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRW04500627. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total amount 
spent on external IT consultants by her Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 
2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29158/14]

08/07/2014WRW04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department’s IT 
division provides a centralised IT shared service to approximately 2,000 users in 26 offices and 
agencies.  Expenditure by the shared service on IT external consultants for the years in question 
was as follows: 2010 - €0; 2011 - €0; 2012 - €25,601; 2013 - €39,049; 2014 - €52,788 (to date).

Prisoner Welfare

08/07/2014WRW04700628. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action she will take 
regarding the long hours of lock-up time of 18-19 hours at Limerick women’s prison in view 
of the fact that the time allocated to educational activity is seriously curtailed by this extensive 
lock-up policy.  [29165/14]

08/07/2014WRW04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Irish Prison Service  that the out of cell time in Limerick women’s prison are similar to that 
of the male prison in Limerick. Following unlock for breakfast at 8.00 a.m. prisoners return to 
their cell for a brief period before they are unlocked to attend work/education and recreation at 
9.00 a.m.. They remain unlocked until 12.45 where they are returned to their cell before being 
unlocked again at 14.00 to further attend work/education and recreation. They remain unlocked 
until 16.45. Following another short period of lock up prisoners are unlocked at 17.25 for work 
and recreation. Prison is locked down for the night at 19.30.

The development of prisoner programmes forms a central part of the Irish Prison Service 
three year strategic plan 2012-2015.  There is a clear commitment in the strategy to enhance 
sentence planning through  Integrated Sentence Management and the delivery of prison based 
rehabilitative programmes such as education, work training and resettlement programmes.  On 
6 March 2014 the IPS published a Women’s Strategy entitled “An Effective Response to Wom-
en Who Offend”. The Women’s Strategy  sets out how the Irish Prison Service and the Proba-
tion Service will work together, as well as with other statutory, community and voluntary sector 
partners, to provide women focused interventions to help reduce offending, improve opportu-
nities for reintegration and to improve outcomes more generally.  This co-operative approach 
is a direct result of the Joint Strategy published last year which aims to deliver more effective 
offender management.

08/07/2014WRX00200Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRX00300629. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her Department has 
renegotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [29177/14]

08/07/2014WRX00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department’s IT 
Shared Service has not re-negotiated any external IT consultancy contracts and costs since 
March 2011.

08/07/2014WRX00500Appointments to State Boards
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08/07/2014WRX00600630. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide in 
tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under her Department’s remit made 
from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under her Department’s re-
mit from March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under her Department’s 
remit publically advertised from March 2011 to date; and the number of appointments to State 
boards under her remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  [29195/14]

08/07/2014WRX00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am interpreting the 
Deputy’s question in a broad manner so as to provide the information which I believe he is seek-
ing. The term State Boards is somewhat imprecise as it includes bodies with a wide and diverse 
range of functions many of which would not fall into the more commonly understood definition 
of Board which is a body with a governance oversight of an organisation.  To be of assistance to 
the Deputy I have interpreted his question as embracing all bodies called Boards, irrespective 
of their functions, as well as other bodies with a governance remit whose title does not include 
the term “Board”.  Details of all appointments and vacancies which occurred since March 2011 
are set out below along with details of those cases where expressions of interest were sought.

Charities Regulatory Authority Board

On 30 April 2014, my predecessor Alan Shatter, T.D. announced sixteen appointments to 
the Board of the Charities Regulatory Authority that is to be established later this year under the 
terms of the 2009 Charities Act.  These appointments followed a selection process facilitated by 
the Public Appointment Service.

Children Detention Schools Board of Management

One appointment was made to the Children Detention Schools Board of Management.  The 
position was not advertised as the appointment was made under Section 167(4)(a) of the Chil-
dren Act 2001 as amended, which requires at least one officer of the Minister.  The person ap-
pointed was a civil servant.  The Deputy should note that responsibility for the Children Deten-
tion Schools Board of Management moved to the Department for Children and Youth Affairs 
on 1 January 2012.

Classification of Films Appeal Board

There are currently nine vacancies on the Classification of Films Appeal Board.  Follow-
ing an invitation to the public to submit expressions of interest, a total of 44 applications were 
received.  I expect to make appointments to these positions in the near future.

Courts Service Board

The Courts Service Board has 17 members, it is chaired by the Chief Justice and includes 
eight other judges, the CEO of the Courts Service, persons nominated by the Law Society, Bar 
Council and ICTU, an elected staff representative and three persons nominated by the Minister 
for Justice. Nineteen vacancies occurred.  There have been 19 appointments, three of which 
were individuals nominated by my predecessor Mr. Alan Shatter, T.D. including a civil servant 
from my Department.

Garda Síochána Arbitration Board

The Garda Síochána Arbitration Board is appointed by the Government and consists of a 
Chairperson, a member nominated by the representatives associations and a member nomi-
nated by the Government.  The Chairperson is appointed on the nomination of the Ministers for 
Justice and Equality and Public Expenditure & Reform in agreement with the representative 
associations.  Four vacancies occurred and four appointments were made to the board.  
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Garda Síochána Complaints Board

Nine appointments were made to board on 10 April, 2012. These positions were not adver-
tised.  Eight of the outgoing members were re-appointed as the Board, which has been replaced 
by the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission, only had a few outstanding cases on hands at 
that time.  The outstanding cases have now been finalised and the necessary steps to close the 
Board are now being put in place. The 9th appointee is a civil servant. 

Judicial Appointments Advisory Board

Twelve vacancies occurred.  Eleven appointments were made to the Judicial Appointments 
Advisory Board.  The Board consists of 10 members, it is chaired by the Chief Justice and 
includes three other judges, the Attorney General, persons nominated by the Law Society and 
Bar Council and three persons nominated by the Minister for Justice and Equality. Five of the 
appointments were individuals nominated by myself or my predecessor Deputy Shatter.   

Legal Aid Board

Fifteen vacancies occurred.  Of the 15 appointments to this Board, nine were civil or public 
servants.

Mental Health (Criminal Law) Review Board

Four vacancies occurred. Four appointments were made to the Mental Health (Criminal 
Law) Review Board.  

National Disability Authority (NDA)

One vacancy occurred in 2013. One appointment was made to the board of the National Dis-
ability Authority (NDA).  The appointment was made after seeking expressions of interest of 
which my Department received 12 applications.  This appointment was from a public applicant. 

There are 13 current vacancies i.e. for 12 ordinary members and a chairperson.  An invita-
tion for expressions of interest was placed on my Department’s website and the appointment of 
board members is imminent.

Parole Board

Eleven vacancies occurred. There were eleven appointments made to the Parole Board.  

Private Security Appeal Board

Four vacancies occurred.  The Government appointed four people on 3 April, 2012.  The 
proposed Chairperson appeared before the Joint Committee on Justice, Equality and Defence. 

Private Security Authority (PSA)

Eleven vacancies occurred.  Eleven appointments were made out of which seven positions 
were advertised as the remaining four positions, in accordance with the relevant legislation, are 
to be nominated representatives from my own Department, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation, An Garda Síochána and the PSA itself.  Following an invitation for expressions 
of interest, a total of 29 applications were received.  Six of the seven appointments made fol-
lowing public advertising were drawn for the applications received.  

Property Registration Authority

Three vacancies occurred.  Three appointments were made to the Property Registration Au-
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thority, of which, in accordance with the legislation, one is a nominee of the Law Society, one 
is a nominee of the Bar Council and the 3rd the elected Property Registration Authority staff 
representative.  

Property Services Appeal Board

The Government made six appointments after seeking expressions of interest of which my 
Department received 41 applications.  Those appointed were public applicants.  The proposed 
Chairperson appeared before the Joint Committee on Justice, Equality and Defence. 

Property Services Regulatory Authority

Eleven appointments were made to the Property Services Regulatory Authority (PSRA).  
My Department received 114 applications after seeking expressions of interest from members 
of the public.  Nine of those appointed were public applicants, one is a civil servant and the 
Chairperson, who was a member of the Property Services Regulatory Authority Implementa-
tion Team, was appointed in order to provide continuity to the Authority which had operated 
on a non-statutory basis for a number of years. The proposed Chairperson appeared before the 
Joint Committee on Justice, Equality and Defence.  

Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission

On 8 September 2011, the Government decided to merge the Human Rights Commission 
and the Equality Authority to establish a new Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission 
(IHREC) to promote human rights and equality issues in a more efficient, effective and coher-
ent way.

The 14 outgoing members of the Equality Authority accepted reappointment in September 
2011 for a further term which concluded at the end of July 2012.

In the case of the Human Rights Commission 3 Commissioners were appointed by a Gov-
ernment Decision on the 20 December 2011 and their term expired on 31 May, 2012.  The 
Working Group established to advise on the practical issues in relation to the establishment of 
a new merged Commission recommended that an Independent Selection Panel be set up for 
the purpose of appointing new and future members of this Commission.  This is in line with a 
fundamental requirement of the Paris Principles that the members of the IHREC be independent 
and that the selection process be independent of Government.

In November 2012, advertisements inviting expressions of interest for the position of Chief 
Commissioner and of “ordinary” members appeared in the media.  The Independent Selection 
Panel forwarded its recommendation of 14 names in March 2013. While the persons recom-
mended cannot be appointed to the IHREC in advance of the required legislation being en-
acted and commenced, the Government has appointed 14 individuals as members of the Human 
Rights Commission and subsequently they will be appointed as members of the IHREC when 
the legislation is enacted, on a 3 year and 5 year basis to ensure that the terms of office of all 
members of the new Commission will not come to an end at the same time so as to preserve 
institutional continuity.

On 31 May, 2013, my predecessor Mr. Alan Shatter, T.D. appointed 12 of their number to 
the Board of the Equality Authority, under the Employment Equality Act 1998, as amended, 
on an interim basis of 3 years, but which will otherwise expire when the Bill to establish the 
IHREC is enacted and commenced and the two Bodies are dissolved.  Future selection of per-
sons to serve as members of the IHREC will be vested in the Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) as provided for in the IHREC Bill which is currently before the Seanad.
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Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that expressions of interest are not sought in every case 
from members of the public who wish to be appointed to State Boards.  Some of the reasons 
for this are outlined above for example, (i) no expressions of interest were sought in respect of 
the Garda Síochána Complaints Board who were dealing with outstanding old cases while the 
remainder of their work had transferred to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission, (ii) 
some of the members appointed must be officers of the Minister for Justice and Equality (see 
Property Services Regulatory Authority and Courts Service Board) and (iii) the Human Rights 
Commission and the Equality Authority appointments were made on a temporary basis, for 
continuity reasons, in advance of the introduction of imminent new legislation.

08/07/2014WRX00800Garda Stations Refurbishment

08/07/2014WRX00900631. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide an update on the building plans for a headquarters (details supplied); when she expects 
progress to be made; if the project has gone to tender; the expected cost of the project; the stage 
at which the PPP process is at; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29200/14]

08/07/2014WRX01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The programme of re-
furbishment and replacement of Garda stations is based on accommodation priorities which are 
established by An Garda Síochána. The programme is advanced in close co-operation with the 
Office of Public Works, which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda 
accommodation. Funding for such works is met by the Office of Public Works.  I am advised 
that whilst, initially, this project was to be financed by way of public private partnership (PPP), 
the Office of Public Works (OPW) has recently been requested to develop the new facility by 
way of a traditional procurement process.  I am further informed that planning for the provi-
sion of this new Garda headquarters is at an advanced stage and that the Office of Public Works 
expect to begin the formal tender process in the near future. Subject to the completion of that 
process, it is anticipated that a contract for the construction of the Garda headquarters referred 
to will be awarded towards the end of 2014.  The Deputy will appreciate that as the formal ten-
der process has not yet begun, it would not be appropriate to disclose the estimated cost of the 
project at this time.

08/07/2014WRX01100Prison Committals

08/07/2014WRX01200632. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the restric-
tions and or guidelines in place for persons who have been convicted of sex offences seeking 
housing within communities after release from prison; if, for example, there are proximity 
regulations with regard to living next to schools; the legislation currently in place to ensure that 
communities are protected whilst also maintaining the rights of the person to live their life after 
serving their sentence. [29280/14]

08/07/2014WRX01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Sex Offenders Act 
2001 introduced a wide range of measures aimed at reducing the risk to the public from con-
victed sex offenders. Those measures include the notification system, also known as the “sex 
offenders’ register”, post-release supervision and sex offender orders.  Section 10 of the 2001 
Act requires a convicted sex offender to notify his or her name and home address to the Garda 
Síochána within 7 days of becoming subject to the notification requirement. Any change of 
name or address must also be notified to the Gardai within 7 days.

Section 29 of the Sex Offenders Act 2001 allows a court to impose a post-release supervi-
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sion order as part of a sentence.  Indeed, when determining the sentence to be imposed on a con-
victed sex offender, the court is obliged by section 28 of the Act to consider whether to include 
post-release supervision.  The court is required to have regard to the need for such supervision 
by the Probation Service, the need to protect the public from serious harm from the offender, 
the need to prevent the commission of further sexual offences by the offender, and the need to 
rehabilitate or further rehabilitate the offender.

For the period of post-release supervision, the offender is required to comply with such 
conditions as are specified in the sentence for securing supervision by a probation officer.  In 
addition, the court can include a condition prohibiting the offender from doing anything it con-
siders necessary for the purpose of protecting the public.  In addition, upon the application of 
the Garda Siochana, the Circuit Court can make a sex offender order under section 16 of the 
2001 Act at any time after an offender’s release from prison (or a sentence otherwise ceases to 
be in force) prohibiting him or her from doing one or more things specified in the order.

Probation Service protocols for the management of sex offenders in the community set 
out procedures for effective supervision of sex offenders following release from custody. In 
managing these cases, the Probation Service works closely with the Gardaí and other partner 
agencies to ensure the co-operation of and compliance by the offender with supervision in the 
interests of community safety.  The multi-agency Sex Offender Risk Assessment and Manage-
ment (SORAM) model has been established to support enhanced levels of co-operation and 
co-ordination between the key statutory organisations involved in managing the risk posed to 
the community by convicted sex offenders. SORAM is steered by the National SORAM Com-
mittee comprised of personnel from the Irish Prison Service, the Probation Service, the Garda 
Síochána and the Child and Family Agency.  Local SORAM committees case manage individ-
ual offenders using risk assessment instruments. While the appropriateness of accommodation 
options are considered by the committees in the course of their work, it is primarily the respon-
sibility of the local authorities to respond to accommodation issues for persons leaving prison.

08/07/2014WRX01400Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRX01500633. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Bills her Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory impact assess-
ments her Department has published since March 2011; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29297/14]

08/07/2014WRX01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that the information sought concerning the number of Bills and Regulatory Impact As-
sessments published by my Department since March 2011 is outlined in the following tables.

Year Details of Bills published since 9 March 2011
2011 Criminal Law (Defence and the Dwelling) Bill 2011

Criminal Justice Bill 2011
Criminal Justice (Community Service) (Amendment) Bill 2011 
Twenty-Ninth Amendment of the Constitution (Judges’ Remuneration) Bill 
2011
Services Regulation Bill
Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions Bill)

2012 Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012
National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Bill 2012
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Year Details of Bills published since 9 March 2011
Europol Bill 2012
Criminal Justice (Search Warrants) Bill 2012
Criminal Justice (Withholding of Information on Offences against Children 
and Vulnerable Adults) Bill 2012  
European Arrest Warrant (Application to Third Countries and Amendment) 
and Extradition (Amendment) Bill 2012
Equal Status (Amendment) Bill 2012
Personal Insolvency Bill 

2013 Criminal Justice (Money Laundering & Terrorist Financing) (Amendment) 
Bill 2013 – (later the Criminal Justice Act 2013)
Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) (Amendment) Bill 2013
Courts Bill 2013 (later the Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill 2013)
Prison Development (Confirmation of Resolutions) Bill 2013
Thirty-third Amendment of the Constitution (Court of Appeal) Bill 2013
Fines (Payment and Recovery) Bill 2013
Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA Database System) Bill 2013
Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Bill 
Assisted Decision-Making Capacity Bill

2014 Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Bill 2014
Court of Appeal Bill 2014

Year Details of Regulatory Impact Assessments published since 9 March 2011
2011 Criminal Justice (Community Service) Bill 2011
 Criminal Justice Bill 2011
 Services Regulation Bill
 Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions Bill)
2012 National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Bill 2012
 Criminal Justice (Search Warrants) Bill 2012
 Criminal Justice (Withholding Information on Crimes against Children and 

Vulnerable Adults) Bill 2012
 Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012
 Criminal Justice (Corruption) Bill 2012 
 Equal Status (Amendment) Bill 2012
 A Regulatory Impact Assessment for the draft general scheme on the Garda 

Síochána (Compensation for Malicious Injuries) Bill 2012 was published in 
July 2012. 

 Personal Insolvency Bill 
2013 Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA Database System) Bill 2013
 Fines (Payment and Recovery) Bill 2013
 Courts Bill 2013 (later the Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) 

Bill 2013)
 Criminal Justice (Money Laundering & Terrorist Financing) (Amendment) 

Bill 2013 (later the Criminal Justice Bill 2013)
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Year Details of Regulatory Impact Assessments published since 9 March 2011
 Assisted Decision-Making Capacity Bill
2014 Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Bill 2014
 Court of Appeal Bill 2014

08/07/2014WRX01700Crime Data

08/07/2014WRX01800634. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
bicycle thefts per annum per Garda district for the past five years; her plans to address this prob-
lem; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29307/14]

08/07/2014WRX01900635. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
convictions for bicycle theft per Garda district in the past five years; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [29308/14]

08/07/2014WRX02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 634 and 635 together.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that a range of operational measures are pursued to 
combat bicycle theft and to target those who may engage in it, and there is ongoing provision by 
An Garda Síochána of crime prevention information, and awareness raising among the general 
public in relation to bicycle theft.  Insofar as the statistics sought are concerned, the Garda Sío-
chána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the 
Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established 
a dedicated unit for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the 
Deputy.

08/07/2014WRX02100Crime Data

08/07/2014WRX02200636. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide in 
tabular form per annum and per prison the total number of violent criminal incidents in prisons 
here in 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014. [29318/14]

08/07/2014WRX02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy on the number of assaults by prisoners per annum and per prison for 2011, 2012 and 
2013 is set out in the following table.

Prison/Place of Detention Number of assaults 
by prisoners  2013

Number of assaults 
by prisoners 2012

Number of 
assaults by 
prisoners 2011

Arbour Hill 7 4 1
Castlerea 115 80 78
Cloverhill  88 106 144
Cork   38 50 90
Dóchas Centre 28 28 22
Limerick 36 55 78
Loughan House 0 1 4
Midlands  95 78 113
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Prison/Place of Detention Number of assaults 
by prisoners  2013

Number of assaults 
by prisoners 2012

Number of 
assaults by 
prisoners 2011

Mountjoy (Male)  141 111 177
St.Patrick’s Institution 106 192 415
Portlaoise 8 12 19
Shelton Abbey 0 1 0
Training Unit 0 0 0
Wheatfield  87 104 129
PSEC 9 0 4
Total 758 822 1274

 
I can advise the Deputy that the number of assaults by prisoners in each prison for January 

to June 2014 is not yet available.  The Information is being collated by the Irish Prison Service 
and I will forward a reply to the Deputy as soon possible.  No level of inter prisoner violence or 
assaults on staff is acceptable.

Every effort is made by prison staff and management to limit the scope of acts of violence.  
However, no regime can completely eliminate the possibility of violent incidents happening in 
a prison setting where a large number of dangerous and violent offenders are being held.  As the 
Deputy can see from the figures there were 758 incidents of violence recorded in prisons dur-
ing 2013 and this includes very minor incidents.  This amounts to an average of 2.1 incidents 
per day among a population of approximately 4,000.  The Irish Prison Service has successfully 
introduced a number of measures across the prison estate such as, hand-held metal detectors, 
netting over prison yards, boss chairs and security screening machines to detect and prevent 
weapons from entering the prison to limit the scope of acts of violence.

In addition, new prisoner programmes have been introduced such as the Incentivised Re-
gimes policy which provides for a differentiation of privileges between prisoners according to 
their level of engagement with services and quality of behaviour.  The objective is to provide 
tangible incentives to prisoners to participate in structured activities and to reinforce good be-
haviour, leading to a safer and more secure environment.  As a result, I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that the figures for 2013 represent an 8% decrease on the 2012 total of 822  and a 40% 
decrease on the 2011 total of 1274.

08/07/2014WRX02400Garda Operations

08/07/2014WRX02500637. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of small 
area policing projects in operation; the total spend per project; the future plans for the projects; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29321/14]

08/07/2014WRX02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel among the 
Garda Regions, Divisions and Districts.  Garda management keep this distribution under con-
tinuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best 
possible use is made of these resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the Small Areas Policing Programme, 
being developed within the Dublin Metropolitan Region, is a Community Policing Areas Proj-
ect.  The Dublin Metropolitan Region will be divided into a series of Community Policing 
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Areas (CPA’s) with a view to allocating responsibility for a specific geographical area to a team 
of nominated Community Gardaí.  These Community Policing Areas are in line with the CSO 
Small Area Populations (SAP’s), Electoral Areas (EA’s) and Garda District and Sub-District 
boundaries.  This particular project is in its infancy and considerable work is required before it 
can be rolled-out operationally. This model is being developed specifically within the Dublin 
Metropolitan Region, and in particular in the North Inner City, to learn from the process.

There are no intrinsic costs associated with this project, other than costs associated with 
normal policing functions.  Initial work to be conducted in each Community Police Area (CPA) 
will include:

- Liaison with the Community

- Provision of a consistent Community Policing Service to that particular area

- Identification of stakeholders and the creation of a stakeholder database within the CPA

- Development of profile of areas requiring attention within the CPA

- Identification of local community groups

- Development of an ethnic and cultural profile of CPA.

Each Community Policing Team will be responsible for all policing within their assigned 
areas including monitoring crime trends.

08/07/2014WRX02700Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRX02800638. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her Department or 
agencies under its auspices have engaged the services of a debt collection agency in pursuing 
moneys owed to them; if her Department has guidelines regarding hiring such agencies; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [29334/14]

08/07/2014WRX02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that neither my Department nor any agencies under its remit engage the services of debt 
collection agencies.

08/07/2014WRX03000Financial Services Regulation

08/07/2014WRX03100639. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 153 of 4 June 2014, when she expects a report from the Garda 
authorities in relation to the matter to be completed; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [29380/14]

08/07/2014WRX03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have recently received 
the requested report and am informed by the Garda authorities that reports pursuant to Section 
33AK of the Central Bank Act 1942 which are forwarded to An Garda Síochána are referred to 
the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation (GBFI). These reports refer to a wide area of regula-
tion such as the European Communities (Market in Financial Instruments) Regulations, the EC 
Insurance Mediation Regulations, the Building Societies Acts, the Credit Union Acts and other 
Regulations.  I am further advised, however, that the majority of reports received by the GBFI 
from the Central Bank under section 33AK of the Central Bank of Ireland Act 1942 are dealt 
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with by the Central Bank following consultation with the GBFI, in accordance with the Central 
Bank Administrative Sanction Procedure or other enforcement power.

Where other suspected offences outside the investigative remit of the Central Bank are iden-
tified, An Garda Síochána assesses these matters with a view to identifying criminality.  Where 
criminal behaviour is identified, the matter is investigated and a file forwarded to the Director 
of Public Prosecutions (DPP).  In this regard, reports pursuant to Section 33AK of the Central 
Bank Act 1942 received at the GBFI would also assist in relation to ongoing investigations 
at the GBFI at the time of the report.  I am advised that, for the time period specified, reports 
from the Central Bank under section 33AK of the Central Bank Act 1942 have resulted in two 
prosecutions and one conviction during the period referred by the Deputy.  One other case is 
currently before the Courts.

08/07/2014WRX03300Registration of Title

08/07/2014WRX03400640. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason Land 
Registry is reluctant to provide deeds to a property (details supplied) in Dublin 2 even though 
they have a copy of the original deeds from the local authority; if the matter can now be ex-
pedited; if she will outline what needs to be done to have the matter resolved and new deeds 
provided; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29390/14]

08/07/2014WRX03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that under the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, the Property Registration Authority 
(PRA) was established as and from 4 November 2006.  The PRA replaces the Registrar of 
Deeds and Titles as the registering authority in relation to property registration in Ireland and, 
subject to the above Act, is independent in the performance of its functions.  The Deputy will 
be aware of the service to Deputies and Senators which provides information on the current 
status of applications, such as the subject of this question, which was introduced in May 2006.  
The service provides a speedier, more efficient and more cost effective alternative to submitting 
Parliamentary Questions.  It is operated by the PRA and is available all year round.  I can further 
inform the Deputy that his query has been forwarded to the PRA for attention and direct reply 
via the above mentioned service.

08/07/2014WRX03600Legal Services Regulation

08/07/2014WRX03700641. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the posi-
tion regarding the Legal Services Bill 2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29437/14]

08/07/2014WRX03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Legal Services 
Regulation Bill 2011, which has completed both Second and Committee Stages in the Dáil, is 
due to commence Report Stage in the Dáil on 16 July 2014.  It is intended that the Bill be en-
acted by the end of this year and that the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority come into 
operation early in 2015.

08/07/2014WRX03900Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Administration

08/07/2014WRX04000642. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will outline in 
tabular form the funding and staff levels of GSOC; the number of cases dealt with by GSOC 
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on an annual basis from 2007 to date in 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29446/14]

08/07/2014WRX04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The following table sets 
out the number of complaints received, complaints closed, the funding and staffing levels for 
the Garda Siochána Ombudsman Commission from 2007 to date.

- 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Complaints 
received

2084 2681 2097 2258 2275 2089 2027 1097

Complaints 
closed

470 2249 2905 2412 2544 2207 2072 1001

Budget/ 
Funding

€17.027m^ €11.645m €9.558m €10.242m €9.242m €8.731m €8.021m €7.924m

Staff 75 92 88 87.2 83 79 77.6 77.8

^included one-off set-up costs.

The above staffing figures do not include the three members of the Commission or the two 
members of the Garda Síochána at Superintendent level who are on secondment with the Om-
budsman Commission.  Additional information on the work of the Ombudsman Commission 
is available from the organisation’s annual reports which are published on its website, www.
gosc.ie.

08/07/2014WRX04200Prison Committals

08/07/2014WRX04300643. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
life sentenced prisoners released and the number of life sentenced prisoners recalled to prison 
in 2013; the average length of time served by these prisoners in prison prior to their release in 
2013; the number of recalls to prison involving the revocation of temporary release that related 
to the following categories, failure to keep the peace, failure to be of good behaviour, failure to 
be of sober habits, charged with an additional offence and other reason; the charges preferred 
by category for those charged with an additional offence; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [29534/14]

08/07/2014WRX04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that there was only one recall of a life sentenced prisoner in 2013 due to breach of conditions 
of temporary release. This prisoner had their temporary release revoked and is still in custody.  
In addition, one other prisoner was returned to custody in 2013 having been unlawfully at large 
for a period of time.  This prisoner also remains in custody at this time.

I can advise the Deputy that life sentenced prisoners who are released into the community 
continue to serve their sentences, subject to a number of stringent conditions.  While in the com-
munity, a life sentenced prisoner will be on reviewable temporary release under the supervision 
of the Probation Service.  Reviewable temporary release is where a prisoner is granted a specific 
period of temporary release from prison.  This can be at varying intervals, for example, weekly, 
monthly or annually.  The period of release is reviewed when the prisoner returns to prison and a 
decision is made whether to refuse or grant a further period of Reviewable Temporary Release.

The Probation Service provide progress reports to the Irish Prison Service outlining resettle-
ment and reintegration progress and will report on any risk management concerns a Life Sen-
tenced prisoner may present.  Where it is reported to the Irish Prison Service that the prisoner in 
the community is failing to abide by the conditions of their release, that person may be refused 
a further period of temporary release and be taken back into custody.  An Garda Síochána may 
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return a prisoner to prison where they are of the view that the prisoner is in breach of their 
temporary release conditions.  When this happens, the Governor will conduct an oral hearing 
into the allegation.  If the Governor is satisfied, taking into account evidence presented and 
comments made, that a breach of temporary release conditions has occurred the prisoner should 
be notified accordingly.  The reviewable temporary release is then revoked and the prisoner is 
taken back into custody.

08/07/2014WRX04500Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WRX04600644. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
of funding allocated to an organisation (details supplied) in County Cork for each year since 
the commencement of the project; if her Department obtains a comprehensive financial report 
each year from the organisation; if the assets are listed in the name of her Department or the 
orgainsation; if the funding granted by her Department is allocated thereafter on the basis of set 
guidelines; if her Department is satisfied that these guidelines are being observed; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [29540/14]

08/07/2014WRX04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to refer the Dep-
uty to my reply to Question No. 555 of 17 June 2014. The position remains unchanged:

I wish to inform the Deputy that there have been no instances of my Depart-
ment providing funding to the organisation concerned.

08/07/2014WRX04800Asylum Applications

08/07/2014WRX04900645. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of an application for subsidiary protection in a case (details supplied) 
in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29545/14]

08/07/2014WRX05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I informed the Dep-
uty in response to Question No. 182 on 26 June last, in respect of the person whose details were 
supplied, if the person has made an application for asylum or subsidiary protection, it is not the 
practice to comment on such applications for so long as they remain in the protection process.

08/07/2014WRX05100Asylum Applications

08/07/2014WRX05200646. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of an application for subsidiary protection in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Waterford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29548/14]

08/07/2014WRX05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I informed the Dep-
uty in response to Question No. 183 on 26 June last, in respect of the person whose details were 
supplied, if the person has made an application for asylum or subsidiary protection, it is not the 
practice to comment on such applications for so long as they remain in the protection process.

08/07/2014WRX05400Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRX05500647. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
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provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of her special advisers; if she 
will provide details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap set 
by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount of the increase sought.  
[29607/14]

08/07/2014WRX05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In my capacity as Min-
ister for Justice and Equality, I have appointed three Special Advisors as follows: Marion Man-
nion, Niamh Connolly and William Lavellle.  Ms. Connolly and Mr. Lavelle work on a half 
time basis each.  Each is paid at the Principal Officer standard scale on a pro-rata basis to a full 
time officer where appropriate.  At the time of their appointments, the salary scale was €75,647 
- €92,550.  I have made no requests for salary increases for any of the three individuals con-
cerned.  The salaries of my Special Advisors are in accordance with the applicable pay scales as 
set down by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in June 2013.

08/07/2014WRX05700Citizenship Status

08/07/2014WRX05800648. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is pos-
sible for an Irish national to hold dual Hungarian and Irish citizenship and for a Hungarian 
national to hold dual Hungarian and Irish citizenship; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [29653/14]

08/07/2014WRX05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under Irish law it is 
possible for an Irish national to hold dual Hungarian and Irish citizenship.  The acquisition of 
Irish citizenship is not contingent on the renunciation of the citizenship of another jurisdiction.

08/07/2014WRX06000Garda Operations

08/07/2014WRX06100649. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason Gardaí 
were called out to police a SIPTU picket on a company (details supplied) in County Limerick; if 
it was the former Garda Commissioner who made the request; the reason a Garda car is parked 
at the company in County Roscommon in a supervision role; and if it is normal that An Garda 
Síochána get involved in industrial relations. [29662/14]

08/07/2014WRX06200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

08/07/2014WRX06300Road Traffic Offences

08/07/2014WRX06400650. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding traffic pile up limiting access to the beaches (details supplied) on the northside of 
Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29689/14]

08/07/2014WRX06500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that I have no direct role in the enforcement of road traffic legislation which is a matter 
for the Garda authorities.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the location referred to 
is within the Raheny Garda District and Local Garda management are aware of difficulties in 
relation to parking and traffic congestion arising from increased numbers of people accessing 
the area during the recent good weather.  I am assured that the Garda authorities have liaised 
with Dublin City Council with regard the specific management of particular traffic issues which 
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have arisen at this location.

To address immediate concerns, ‘no parking’ cones have been positioned at the Causeway 
with the overall objective of alleviating traffic congestion and deterring illegal parking.  I am 
further informed that An Garda Síochána regularly conduct enforcement operations to ensure 
that road traffic legislation is complied with at this location and members of An Garda Síochána 
issue fixed charge notices to vehicles that are parked illegally or causing obstructions.  I am 
also assured that local Garda management will continue to monitor patrols and other road traffic 
enforcement strategies in place in this area in conjunction with crime trends and the policing 
needs of the community to ensure the optimum provision of public service and use of Garda 
resources.

08/07/2014WRX06600Courts Service

08/07/2014WRX06700651. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason Dun Laoghaire courthouse is being considered for closure in view of the fact that it will 
result in a breakdown of the administration of justice and increase financial costs for the State 
in the long run; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29692/14]

08/07/2014WRX06800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy may be 
aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, includ-
ing the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service 
which is independent in exercising its functions.  However, in order to be of assistance to the 
Deputy, I have had enquiries made and I have been informed that following a review under-
taken in 2013 into the delivery of court services in the greater Dublin Area, the proposals which 
have recently been published by the Courts Service include a proposal to close the District 
Court venue in Dun Laoghaire.  The purpose of the review was to examine options to ensure 
that the Courts Service can continue to maintain an appropriate level of front line services to 
court users throughout Dublin city and county.  The review has been the first comprehensive 
assessment of the delivery of court services in Dublin in many decades.  In addition, the pro-
posals arising from the review are designed to ensure the maximum utilisation of court accom-
modation and resources while at the same time providing opportunities for efficiencies across 
the justice system.

The Courts Service recognises that the proposal to close the court venue in Dun Laoghaire 
would inevitably have an impact on a range of organisations and courts users.  In this context, 
I welcome the consultative approach which is being adopted by the Courts Service in seeking 
submissions on the proposal from any interested parties or local interests.  The Courts Service 
had originally sought submissions by the end of June but it has now agreed to extend the time-
frame for submissions to early September to allow for the fullest possible consultation.  I have 
been assured by the Courts Service that all submissions received on the proposal will receive 
consideration.  It is intended that proposals arising from the review including the closure of the 
court venue in Dun Laoghaire will be considered by the Courts Service Board at a meeting in 
October.  I have been assured that any impacts on the administration of justice and/or any pos-
sible increased costs to the State will be among the matters which will be taken into consider-
ation by the Courts Service Building Committee and the Board when considering the proposals.  
It should, of course, be noted that the final decision in relation to the closure of any court venue 
is a matter for the Board of the Courts Service.

08/07/2014WRX06900Public Order Offences
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08/07/2014WRX07000652. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will provide in tabular form the number of public order offences prosecuted in Dublin city cen-
tre between July 2012 to date in 2014; if she will provide a breakdown of the areas of the city 
where these offences have occurred; and the type of offences. [29747/14]

08/07/2014WRX07100653. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the con-
sideration that has been given and the action taken to implement the recommendations of the 
Lord Mayor of Dublin’s Commission on Anti-Social Behaviour report presented to her Depart-
ment in 2012. [29748/14]

08/07/2014WRX07200654. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any 
anti-crime prevention and detection strategy is currently in operation in Dublin city centre; her 
plans to introduce such a strategy in consultation with both local business owners and the com-
munity. [29749/14]

08/07/2014WRX07300655. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the ac-
tion that is being taken to combat anti-social behaviour around the Temple bar area between 
Westmoreland Street and Wellington Quay in Dublin city which is negatively impacting on lo-
cal traders and visitors to the area. [29750/14]

08/07/2014WRX07400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 652 to 655, inclusive, together.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current Dublin City Centre Policing Plan has 
been operational since June 2013 and includes dedicated high visibility patrols in key commer-
cial and public thoroughfares.  These patrols are informed by crime trends, demand led studies 
and footfall in the areas in question.  An Garda Síochána engages extensively with business and 
community interests in the city centre area with respect to crime prevention, enforcement and 
policing concerns.

In relation to the specific issues raised concerning the Temple Bar area, in addition to the pa-
trols referred to above, I am advised that additional plain clothes foot patrols are assigned to the 
area and adjoining streets each Friday and Saturday night under Operation Aughrim.  A dedi-
cated Public Order Van is also deployed to the area during the weekend.  In addition, a number 
of other city centre policing operations impact on adjoining areas of the city, notably Operation 
Pier, which concentrates high visibility patrols on the South Quays and Temple Bar area.  I can 
further inform the Deputy that in addition to these overall operational measures, two members 
of the Community Policing Unit at Pearse Street Garda Station are specifically assigned to the 
Temple Bar area and maintain liaison with the residents and other stakeholders in the area.  In 
this regard, I am advised that ongoing consultation is maintained with the Temple Bar Traders 
association and Dublin Business Improvement District (BID) and that the policing needs of the 
area are kept under ongoing review.

In so far as the particular report referred to by the Deputy is concerned, he will be aware that 
a number of issues concerning a range of policies spanning a number of Departments emerged 
from its work.  My predecessor as Minister for Justice and Equality welcomed the report and 
forwarded it to relevant Ministerial colleagues for their consideration as part of the ongoing 
development of policy in relevant areas.  The relevant issues raised in the report have also fed 
into Garda enforcement and prevention measures in the city centre, including those referred to 
above.

With regard to the Deputy’s request for specific information regarding public order offences 
in Dublin City Centre, the Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and 
publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical 
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agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  I have requested the 
CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRY00250Garda Operations

08/07/2014WRY00300656. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 467 of 24 June 2014, the full cost of policing to which she alluded; the cost 
of all salaries of gardaí brought into the area; and the meaning by the normal course referred to 
with regard to duties at the Corrib gas project. [29767/14]

08/07/2014WRY00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Garda Authorities that the overall costs of the policing operation for the Corrib Gas project from 
the commencement of the operation in August 2005 to end May 2014, the date for which latest 
figures are available, is approximately €16.3 million.  A detailed breakdown of costs is set out 
in the table below.

Corrib Gas operation costs: August 2005- May 2014

Costs Amount
Overtime and allowances €10,032,869
Travel & Subsistence €5,385,714
Employer’s PRSI €534,265
Miscellaneous Expenses €359,919
Total €16,312,767

  The figures provided relate to the costs incurred by An Garda Síochána as a result of the 
dispute specifically. The salaries of the members assigned to duty at this location are not in-
cluded as these would arise in the normal course. The term “normal course” is used to describe 
expenditure which would have to be met in any event and is therefore not consequential of the 
role of An Garda Síochána at Corrib.

 I am informed by the Garda authorities that it is not possible to provide exact details of the 
salaries of the members concerned as this information could only be obtained by the dispropor-
tionate expenditure of Garda time and resources. However the figure involved is in the region 
of €3.8 million.

08/07/2014WRY00450Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Investigations

08/07/2014WRY00500657. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will re-
spond to correspondence in respect of allegations in a legal case (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [29769/14]

08/07/2014WRY00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I understand from the 
correspondence submitted by the Deputy that the person concerned has made a complaint  to 
the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission. The Ombudsman Commission is an indepen-
dent body which was set up under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 to receive complaints made by 
members of the public concerning the conduct of members of the Garda Síochána.  It is inde-
pendent in the operation of its functions and I have no role in its consideration of complaints.   
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08/07/2014WRY00650Serious Crime Review Team

08/07/2014WRY00700658. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No: 380 if she will specifically address the issue of a meeting with the relatives 
of Fr. Molloy in view of the fact that their reservations are with the terms of reference for the 
McGinn report and thus deserve to have their concerns voiced before this assessment is com-
pleted. [29780/14]

08/07/2014WRY00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware, Mr. McGinn’s terms reference relate to an examination of the report of the Serious 
Crime Review Team, which carried out a major review of the original investigation as well as 
detailed inquiries into the issues raised by and on behalf of the family concerning the investi-
gation.  My priority is to allow Mr. McGinn to complete his examination, which is now at an 
advanced stage.  While I am conscious of the range of concerns expressed by the relatives of 
Father Molloy, including their call for a Commission of Investigation to be established, I think 
it is important that I would have the benefit of Mr. McGinn’s independent assessment, including 
with respect to the question of any additional inquiry, before engaging further with the family 
on this matter.

08/07/2014WRY00850Residency Permits

08/07/2014WRY00900659. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected position of residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29843/14]

08/07/2014WRY01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The person concerned 
was refused asylum in December 2006 following investigation of his application by the Office 
of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

The person concerned was subsequently notified in November 2007 that the Minister pro-
posed to make a Deportation Order and was given the options of leaving the State voluntarily, 
of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations to the Minister 
setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made.  In addition, the person 
concerned was notified of an entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protection which application, 
along with representations pursuant to Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999, was submitted 
in December 2007.

The application for Subsidiary Protection was refused in March 2011 and a Deportation or-
der was signed the same month. The person concerned was notified of the making of the Depor-
tation Order in March 2011 and that he was required to present  at the Garda National Immigra-
tion Bureau on 12th April 2011. The person concerned instituted Judicial Review proceedings 
before the High Court on 21 April 2011 challenging the Deportation Order and the refusal of 
Subsidiary Protection.  As the matter is sub judice, I do not propose to comment further.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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08/07/2014WRY01050Visa Agreements

08/07/2014WRY01100660. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the legislative pro-
visions, both through Acts of the Oireachtas and statutory instruments that will need to be put 
in place before the commencement of the British Irish visa scheme for the common travel area; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29888/14]

08/07/2014WRY01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The implementation of 
the British Irish Visa Scheme for the Common Travel Area, due to commence roll-out in the 
autumn, will require a small number of amendments of a technical nature to be made to Statu-
tory Instrument 417/2012 Immigration Act 2004 (Visas) Order.  Work on these amendments is 
currently in progress.

08/07/2014WRY01250EU Meetings

08/07/2014WRY01300661. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will outline 
Ireland’s operational arrangements as chairman of the Europol management board; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [29892/14]

08/07/2014WRY01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised that during 
the last Trio of Presidencies of the Council of the EU (Lithuania, Ireland and Greece), Ireland 
chaired all meetings of the Management Board (MB) of Europol. In this regard, an Assistant 
Commissioner of An Garda Síochána chaired MB meetings during the three Presidencies in 
question. This arrangement terminated at the end of the Greek Presidency on 30 June 2014. 

08/07/2014WRY01450Proposed Legislation

08/07/2014WRY01500662. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the bail 
Bill will be published; if he will provide details of the measures contained of the Bill; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [29920/14]

08/07/2014WRY01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The drafting of the Gen-
eral Scheme of a Bail Bill to modernise the law on bail is at an advanced stage in my Depart-
ment.  I intend to bring proposals to Government on the matter soon, having regard to other 
legislative priorities.  It has, unfortunately, not been possible to progress this legislation as 
quickly as I had hoped due to other legislative imperatives. 

While the primary aim of the proposed Bail Bill is to consolidate and update bail law, I will 
take the opportunity in this legislation to seek, as far as is possible, within the constraints of the 
Constitution and the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights, to restructure the 
law so that it has a focus on the protection of the individual and of the public.  The intention is 
that the new proposals will provide better guidance to the courts on how such protection might 
be provided.

08/07/2014WRY01650Courts Service

08/07/2014WRY01700663. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will provide an update on the work of her Department in proposing reforms of the family law 
courts; and if these reforms will be progressed through legislative amendments or a referendum. 
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[29960/14]

08/07/2014WRY01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Programme for Government commits the Government to significant reform of the courts, 
including the establishment of a family law court structure that is streamlined, more efficient, 
and less costly.  The Government has approved, in principle proposals for reforms to our courts 
structures in this context having regard to Constitutional requirements. 

My Department initiated a consultation process with interested parties in relation to the 
establishment of family law courts and in that regard hosted a seminar in July 2013 to discuss 
how such courts might operate.  An eminent judge from the Australian Family Court attended 
the seminar and shared experiences of their system.  The outcome of the seminar will feed into 
the process of designing the most appropriate model of family law courts for Ireland and this is 
currently under consideration in the Department.

My Department is currently developing a strategy to support the major reform project which 
this proposal entails and this will include a process of consultation with the judiciary and all 
relevant stakeholders on all matters including the necessary courts infrastructure and facilities.  
Central to the reforms of course will be the  adoption of the necessary legislative measures to 
deal with all relevant family law matters including the functions and jurisdiction of the family 
court.  I can inform the Deputy that I intend to publish an outline of the necessary legislation 
before the end of 2014.

08/07/2014WRY01850Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRY01900664. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide 
in tabular form details of increments paid since 2008 in her Department; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [30534/14]

08/07/2014WRY02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information sought 
by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

- 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Services Officer 21 25 23 16 16 16 3
Clerical Officer 610 576 515 476 415 349 154
Staff Officer 27 29 23 16 18 18 7
Executive Officer 326 324 272 248 210 190 66
Higher Executive 
Officer

148 168 121 110 80 60 28

Administrative Of-
ficer*

198 219 179 147 151 127 63

Assistant Principal 
Officer*

144 212 161 147 140 98 52

Principal Officer 46 43 40 27 33 35 14
Assistant Secretary 2 1 1 2 3 0 0

* Includes professional and technical equivalents

08/07/2014WRY02050Medical Aids and Appliances Expenditure

08/07/2014WRY02100665. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabu-
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lar form the national and per county budget for specialist equipment for home care for example 
specialist beds for the years 2012 to 2014; his plans to change this budget for 2015; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29011/14]

08/07/2014WRY02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
requested by the Deputy is not routinely available in the Department, therefore I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRY02250HSE Investigations

08/07/2014WRY02300666. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if there are current investi-
gations ongoing into abuse of patients in the psychiatric services; if so, the number of same; the 
number of investigations into such allegations that are closed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29243/14]

08/07/2014WRY02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRY02450HSE Funding

08/07/2014WRY02500667. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding al-
located to an organisation (details supplied) in County Cork for each year since the commence-
ment of the project; if his Department obtains a comprehensive financial report each year from 
the organisation; if the assets are listed in the name of his Department or the orgainsation; if the 
funding granted by his Department is allocated thereafter on the basis of set guidelines; if his 
Department is satisfied that these guidelines are being observed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29542/14]

08/07/2014WRY02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As previously indicated in my response of 
June 17, my Department does not provide any funding to this organisation but I understand that 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) provides funding by way of grant aid and I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply. 

08/07/2014WRY02650Health Services Reports

08/07/2014WRY02700668. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if there will be a change 
in the manner in which parliamentary questions are answered by his Department when the on-
going reform of management and governance of the Health Service Executive is completed in 
order that he will provide direct reports on matters relating to health rather than continuing to 
seek to have the Health Service Executive to provide reports on matters raised in a significant 
number of parliamentary questions addressed to him. [28992/14]

08/07/2014WRY02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As Minister for Health I am accountable to 
the Oireachtas for the health services but it is appropriate that the Health Service Executive 
answer directly questions that relate to  day-to-day operational matters. The HSE currently 
responds in this way to around half of the 7,000 parliamentary questions tabled for my answer 
annually.  I can assure the Deputy that ensuring comprehensive, accurate and timely responses 
to parliamentary questions is a priority for me as part of the reform of the health services. 
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08/07/2014WRY02850Prescription Charges

08/07/2014WRY02900669. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the cost of complete-
ly removing the €2.50 per item prescription charge on medicines for medical card holders 
[28996/14]

08/07/2014WRY03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The cost of com-
pletely removing the €2.50 prescription charge on medicines supplied to medical card holders 
under the GMS Scheme would be approximately €120 million per annum.

08/07/2014WRY03050Health Screening Programmes

08/07/2014WRY03100670. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the projected cost of 
extending the BreastCheck screening programme to women aged between 65 and 70 years 
of age in order that these women would receive free BreastCheck screening every two years 
[29003/14]

08/07/2014WRY03200729. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the projected cost of ex-
tending the BreastCheck screening programme to women aged between 65 and 70 years of age 
in order that these women would receive free BreastCheck screening every two years.  

08/07/2014WRY03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 670 and 729 
together.

The BreastCheck Programme provides free mammograms to all women aged 50-64.  A pri-
ority of the BreastCheck Programme at present is to maximise national uptake in the 50-64 year 
age cohort.   It is my intention to extend the upper age range to include the 65-69 age cohort as 
soon as possible in line with available resources.  Details and timing of the costs arising from 
any extension of the age range will be considered in the context of the Estimates process.

08/07/2014WRY03350Medical Card Data

08/07/2014WRY03400671. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health if persons (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Kildare who have for the past number of years been the holder of medical cards and were 
withdrawn this year will now be granted medical cards under the new discretionary guidelines; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29009/14]

08/07/2014WRY03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person, with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced issuing letters to the persons concerned and this process should be 
concluded by the first two weeks of July.  No action is required on the part of those affected as 
the HSE will be in contact. If people do not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact 
the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access 



 8 July 2014

461

medical card and GP visit card services in the normal manner when they have been advised by 
the HSE that their medical card or GP visit card is active.  The Health Service Executive has 
been asked to examine the specific query raised and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRY03550An Bord Altranais agus Cnáimhseachais na hÉireann

08/07/2014WRY03600672. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if Section 26 of the 1985 
Nurses Act supersedes section 13(8) of the Act; if he has given approval for changes to quorum 
requirements for fitness to practice hearings by An Bord Altranais under section 26 of the Act; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29010/14]

08/07/2014WRY03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Section 26 of the Nurses Act, 1985 states:

“The Board may, with the approval of the Minister, make Rules for the purpose of the opera-
tion of this Act and any such rules may, inter alia, provide for the establishment, membership, 
functions and procedures of committees to assist the Board in carrying out its functions under 
this Act.”  Section 26 states that the Board may, with the approval of the Minister, make Rules.

No Rules were ever made, pursuant to Section 26, in relation to quorum requirements for 
fitness to practise hearings.  As a consequence, any changes to quorum requirements for fitness 
to practise hearings did not require Ministerial approval.

08/07/2014WRY03750Medical Card Eligibility

08/07/2014WRY03800673. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to change the 
eligibility criteria for medical cards for the over 70s; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29012/14]

08/07/2014WRY03900709. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health the reason for the discrepancy 
in accessing gross and net income for the medical card applicants, whereby over 70s are ac-
cessed on gross income and under 70’s are accessed on net income.  [29244/14]

08/07/2014WRY04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 673 and 709 together.

Applications for persons aged 70 years and older can be assessed both on the basis of the 
standard national assessment guidelines and on the basis of the guidelines for persons aged 70 
years or over. 

Under the Health Act 2008, automatic entitlement to a medical card for persons aged 70 
and over ended on 31 December 2008.  Under the arrangements effected by the Act, a revised 
system of assessment for eligibility was introduced for those 70 years of age and over, based on 
the significantly higher gross income limits rather than the standard net income thresholds. This 
advantageous arrangement for persons aged over 70 years has facilitated a much greater share 
of this cohort qualifying for a medical card compared to the general population as a whole. 
There are no proposals to change this assessment process.
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In the main, persons in the over-70s age cohort do not have the same outlays and expenses 
as those under 70 years of age who are assessed on a means basis. Under the standard  means 
tested medical card scheme, allowance may be made for rent/mortgage, travel to work and 
child care costs.  Generally, for the over 70s, mortgages have been cleared, children have been 
catered for and they would not have travel to work related costs. 

However, persons aged 70 or older who are assessed as ineligible under the gross income 
thresholds may also have their eligibility assessed under the means tested medical card scheme 
where they face particularly high expenses, e.g., nursing home or medication costs. As I have 
outlined, this assessment is based on net income and assessable outgoing expenses and the qual-
ifying income thresholds under this scheme are lower than over-70s gross income thresholds.  

Furthermore, persons aged over 70 years may still be eligible for a medical card where dis-
cretion is exercised where they face undue hardship in arranging medical services as a result of 
medical or social circumstances.

08/07/2014WRY04050Home Care Packages

08/07/2014WRY04100674. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health following the recent investiga-
tions and reporting into Fingal Home Care the efforts that been applied to improve the manage-
ment and monitoring of the service and the quality of care to clients of Fingal Home Care; if the 
clients of Fingal Home Care have been consulted and communicated with regarding the service 
and care provided by Fingal Home Care; the changes and improvements that are being put in 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29013/14]

08/07/2014WRY04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRY04250Accident and Emergency Services Fees

08/07/2014WRY04300675. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the criteria and amounts 
for paying for emergency departments; if he will outline all changes to the policies and amounts 
in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29016/14]

08/07/2014WRY04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Emergency Department charge of €100, 
as set out under the Health (Out-Patient Charges) Regulations 2013, applies to out-patient ser-
vices provided at any of: an emergency department; an accident and emergency department; a 
casualty department; a minor injury unit; an urgent care centre; a local injury unit or any other 
facility providing similar services.  This charge is subject to a number of exemptions under Ar-
ticle 3 including medical card holders and those who have a letter of referral from a registered 
medical practitioner.  The charge shall not apply where such an attendance results in a hospital 
admission.  The charge  is made only in respect of the first occasion the service is provided in 
relation to each episode of care.

The amount of the charge has not changed since 1 January 2009 when it was increased from 
€66 under the Health (Out-Patient Charges) Regulations 2008.

08/07/2014WRY04450Departmental Schemes

08/07/2014WRY04500676. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the funds and schemes 
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that community groups providing support to older persons can apply for; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29018/14]

08/07/2014WRY04600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department administers a National Lot-
tery Discretionary Fund from which once-off grants are paid to community and voluntary or-
ganisations, providing a range of health related services. If an organisation wishes to make an 
application for National Lottery Funding they should send in a formal application. Detailed pro-
cedures along with the application form are set out on the Department’s website at www.doh.ie.

08/07/2014WRY04650Mental Health Services Report

08/07/2014WRY04700677. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health his views of correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding mental health services; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29019/14]

08/07/2014WRY04800698. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the Men-
tal Health Commission Annual Report 2013, Chairman’s foreword in which he states in relation 
to younger service users, there is still a most unsatisfactory situation whereby children are being 
admitted to adult units, there were 91 (22.3% of all child admissions) such admissions in 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29206/14]

08/07/2014WRY04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 677 and 698 together.

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) are benefitting significantly from 
the funding provided by the Government to develop mental health services. This amounts to 
€766 million in 2014, including additional funding of €20 million this year, as part of total ad-
ditional funding of €90 million made available since 2012 for new service initiatives. By the 
end of 2014, upwards of 1,100 new posts will be put in place, to strengthen Community Mental 
Health Teams for both adults and children and to develop other specialist mental health services.

A Vision for Change recommended the establishment of 99 multi-disciplinary Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health teams to provide acute secondary mental health care in the commu-
nity. There are now 68 CAMHS teams in place, compared to 54 in 2008. The additional funding 
in 2012-2014 is being used, in part, to expand and enhance the skill mix of these teams. Around 
230 new post were allocated to CAMHS over 2012-13 and recruitment is well advanced. The 
increasing demands being placed on our Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services were 
reflected in the 14,000 or so to CAMHS teams in 2013. This was nearly 1,000, or 8% more, than 
projected in the HSE National Service Plan last year. However, the target of 70% of referrals 
being seen within 3 months was maintained.

The reduction in the numbers of children admitted to adult acute in-patient facilities has 
been a focus for HSE Mental Health services for the last numbers of years, and progress in this 
area has been extensive. In 2008, only 25% of admissions of children to HSE acute in-patient 
units were to age appropriate facilities. By 2013, this had increased to 68% of admissions, and 
all efforts are being directed towards reducing this significantly in the future.

It should be noted that the HSE also funds a range of non-statutory agencies, such as Jigsaw 
which receives about €1.5million annually, on a partnership basis each year to help maximise 
tailored and flexible services for young people.

In February last, the Department of Education published a guide to developing student sup-
port teams in post primary schools. This is an important resource for schools in promoting and 
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protecting students’ well-being, and an aid to establishing a team or reviewing an existing team. 
I would also refer the Deputy to the Minister for Education and Skills regarding implementation 
of the guidelines “Well Being in Primary Schools”, which comes under his aegis, and regarding 
the issue of supports in schools generally.

The recent annual report of the Mental Health Commission, referred to by the Deputy, will 
be fully borne in mind by the Department of Health, and the HSE, in the context of further im-
proving policies and services for children and adolescents.

08/07/2014WRY04950Medical Card Administration

08/07/2014WRY05000678. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Mayo [29022/14]

08/07/2014WRY05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRZ00150Medical Card Eligibility

08/07/2014WRZ00200679. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the 
expert panel reviewing medical card eligibility will consider including idiopathic pulmonary 
fibrosis on the list of serious or chronic illnesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29029/14]

08/07/2014WRZ00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

08/07/2014WRZ00350Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

08/07/2014WRZ00400680. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Health the reason the drug Fampyra, which 
is licensed by the Irish Medicines Board, is not available on the drug rebate scheme; if it is due 
to a decision, on cost grounds, by the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics; and if so, the 
support he can provide to a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29031/14]

08/07/2014WRZ00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of 
medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance with the provisions of 
the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The HSE received an application 
for the inclusion of Fampridine (Fampyra®) in the GMS and community drugs schemes.  The 
application was considered in line with the procedures and timescales agreed by the Depart-
ment of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association (IPHA) for 
the assessment of new medicines.  In accordance with these procedures, the National Centre for 
Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) conducted a pharmacoeconomic evaluation of Fampridine and 
concluded that, as the manufacturer was unable to demonstrate the cost effectiveness of fam-
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pridine in the Irish health care setting, it was unable to recommend the reimbursement of the 
product.  The report is available on the NCPE’s website (www.ncpe.ie). The NCPE report is an 
important input to assist the HSE in its decision making process and informs further discussions 
between the HSE and the manufacturer of the drug.

The HSE assessment process is intended to arrive at a decision on the funding of new medi-
cines that is clinically appropriate, fair, consistent and sustainable. In these circumstances, the 
HSE has not approved the reimbursement of Fampridine under the GMS or other community 
drug schemes.  However, I am aware that studies are ongoing to assess the wider impact of 
Fampridine on both walking and quality of life for persons diagnosed with MS.  The results 
of these studies will contribute to the evidence base demonstrating the clinical effectiveness 
of the product which can be used to support future applications for its inclusion on the lists of 
reimbursable items supplied under the GMS and other community drugs scheme.  The HSE 
met with Biogen Idec recently to discuss a potential revised application.  The HSE expects that 
Biogen Idec will submit a revised application.  The HSE will then re-consider the application 
in as timely a fashion as possible in line with the agreed procedures and timescales for the as-
sessment of new medicines.

In relation to the individual case raised by the Deputy, the HSE has been asked to investigate 
the specific issues surrounding this case and respond directly to the Deputy. 

08/07/2014WRZ00550Freedom of Information Requests

08/07/2014WRZ00600681. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in tabular form 
for each from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of freedom of information, FOI, requests 
received by his Department; the total refused; the total granted; the total part-granted; the total 
appealed; the total of successful appeals; the total of part-successful appeals; the total number 
of refusals; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29070/14]

08/07/2014WRZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information sought by the Deputy is set 
out in the following table.

- 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Received* 214 192 169 340 239 113
Granted 54 71 44 67 54 13
Part-Granted 53 38 68 171 93 35
Refused 43 29 12 55 32 15
Internally Reviewed 11 8 5 8 10 1
Affirmed 3 5 2 5 6 0
Varied 7 2 1 1 3 1
Annulled 1 1 2 2 1 0
Appealed to the Office 
of the Information Com-
missioner

5 1 2 4 2** 0

Affirmed 2 0 0 0 1 0
Varied 0 0 0 0 0 0
Annulled 0 0 1 4 0 0
Agreement reached 
between parties

3 1 1 0 0 0
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*Includes requests which were subsequently withdrawn, referred to another more appropri-
ate body or dealt with administratively outside the FOI Act.

** One ongoing.

08/07/2014WRZ00750Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRZ00800682. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular form, 
the number of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical or career break, broken down by 
timeframe, that is, less than six months, six to 12 months, one to two years, two to three years, 
four to five years, and five years plus; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29087/14]

08/07/2014WRZ00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy is 
outlined in the following table:

Department of Health Staff on Career Break as of July 2014.

Date Range Numbers
0 - 6 Months 1
6 - 12 Months 2
1 - 2 Years 0
2 - 3 Years 1
4 - 5 Years 0
5 + Years 0
Grand Total 4

08/07/2014WRZ00950Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRZ01000683. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular form, 
the total photography costs for his Department since coming to office, inclusive of costs in-
curred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which photographers were 
booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with each occasion that a 
photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of photographers within his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29104/14]

08/07/2014WRZ01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): It is the policy of my Department to keep 
costs in relation to the use of photographers to a minimum.  The total expenditure on photog-
raphers from March 2011 to March 2014  was €4,047, as set out in the following table.  Please 
contact me if any further detail is required. 

Name of Photographer/ 
Company

Occasion for which booked Costs

Robbie Reynolds Photogra-
phy

Symposium for Senior Pharmaceutical 
Policy Makers 

€738

Fennells Joint Meeting of Chief Medical Officers 
& Chief Nursing Officers

€105

Fennells National Drugs Co-originators Meeting €117
1 Image Photography NPHDB/CHGB Joint Induction Day €314
Donagh Glavin Photography John Higgins Chair of the Strategic Board 

on Hospital Groups
€234
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Name of Photographer/ 
Company

Occasion for which booked Costs

Conor McCabe Photography Tobacco Free Ireland Launch €554
Derek Speirs First National Clinical Effectiveness Sym-

posium
€437

Conor McCabe Photography Consultation Day on Rare Disease Plan 
for Ireland

€430

Derek Speirs 2nd National Patient Safety Conference €318
Tommy Clancy Photography Launch of the European Year for Active 

Ageing and Solidarity between Genera-
tions

€0 (European 
Commission)

Conor Healy Seminar:  Parental Substance Misuse - 
Addressing its Impact on Children. A 
Review of the Literature

€800

The Deputy will be aware that questions concerning Ministerial allowances are solely a 
matter for the Oireachtas.  However, the Minister has previously confirmed that he pays for 
communications advice, related to the health reform agenda, from the Secretarial Allowances 
from the Oireachtas.

08/07/2014WRZ01150HSE Expenditure

08/07/2014WRZ01200684. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of the 
tendering process relating to the Health Service Executive taxi service for the Louth, Meath, 
Cavan and Monaghan areas; how often the contract is put out to tender; when was it last put 
out to tender; how often is value for money assessed; have the allocations of cost per kilome-
tre been reassessed in the past number of years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29111/14]

08/07/2014WRZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter the HSE has been 
requested to respond directly to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRZ01350Public Relations Contracts Data

08/07/2014WRZ01400685. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular form, 
the use of external public relations firms employed by his Department since coming to office; 
the list of uses of each external public relations firm; the internal Department policy with regard 
to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29121/14]

08/07/2014WRZ01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Press and Communications Office of my 
Department liaise with the media on behalf of the Department as well as all Ministers and do 
not use the services of a PR company.  My Department has not spent any money on public rela-
tions or communications consultants from March 2011 to date.  It is the policy in my Depart-
ment only to engage the services of external consultants where it is felt to be appropriate and 
cost-effective, taking account of Government decisions and policy on the matter.

08/07/2014WRZ01550Health Services Provision
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08/07/2014WRZ01600686. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health the action he will take to address the 
current seven-week waiting time for adult ophthalmic services as confirmed by the Health Ser-
vice Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29128/14]

08/07/2014WRZ01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): HSE Community 
ophthalmology services provide assessment, information, and intervention for adult medical 
card holders with vision difficulties or blindness.  The services have well developed procedures 
for investigating  the type, degree and cause of vision disorders and for making timely interven-
tions.  Currently all referrals for community ophthalmology services are triaged on clinical need 
and placed on urgent or routine lists as required.  The HSE also makes eye testing, treatment 
and optical appliances available to adult medical card holders through contracted optometrists 
and dispensing opticians.

The HSE is establishing an Ophthalmology Review Group with key stakeholders including 
the National Clinical Programme for Ophthalmology to examine issues around primary care 
ophthalmic services including population needs and adequacy of current services.  This Review 
Group will make recommendations for the service which will address any current inadequacies 
and identify priorities to be addressed in the short-term.

08/07/2014WRZ01750Dental Services Provision

08/07/2014WRZ01800687. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an operation will be ex-
pedited in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny in view of the urgency of 
the case and the length of time the patient has been waiting; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29129/14]

08/07/2014WRZ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive provides a dental service to school children aged up to 16 years.  The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the specific query raised.

08/07/2014WRZ01950Hospital Appointment Status

08/07/2014WRZ02000688. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Roscommon will receive an orthopaedic appointment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29133/14]

08/07/2014WRZ02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred.  Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In 
relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRZ02150Medical Card Reviews

08/07/2014WRZ02200689. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be 
renewed immediately in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny [29137/14]

08/07/2014WRZ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRZ02350Dental Services Provision

08/07/2014WRZ02400690. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the waiting 
times in the Dublin Dental Hospital; his views on the provision of the acute dental services in 
the State; and his views on whether they are adequate for the present and future needs of the 
population [29142/14]

08/07/2014WRZ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Dublin Dental 
Hospital’s mission encompasses the education and training of students at undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels, research and treating patients.  The HSE has a Service Level Agreement 
with the Hospital and provided €5.820m to the Hospital in 2013.  Patients are accepted from all 
counties and services include:

-  Accident and Emergency - ‘walk in’ and ‘out of hours’ - 7 days a week

-  Secondary care provided by undergraduate and postgraduate students and

-  Specialist and tertiary care provided by consultants and multidisciplinary dental teams for 
special needs patients and patients who require special care.

  At 1 June 2014, there was a total of 6,009 patients on waiting lists for either assessment/
screening or treatment, of which 758 were waiting for over one year with the longest waiting 
time of eighteen months.  A small number of cases are awaiting theatre slots in general or pae-
diatric hospitals because of their needs.  Waiting times vary based on referral type and needs of 
patients.  All referrals are assessed by a lead clinician and if deemed urgent every effort is made 
to see the patient within a number of weeks. Routine referrals waiting times can range from six 
months to over  one year. Patients suitable for treatment by undergraduates are normally treated 
within one academic year.  Over 91,000 treatments and over 23,000 diagnostic procedures were 
carried out in the Dublin Dental Hospital in 2013.  The HSE also has a Service Level Agree-
ment with Cork Dental School and Hospital.

Under the Dental Treatment Services Scheme for adult medical card holders the HSE makes 
available, through contracted dentists, free emergency dental treatment with a focus on relief of 
pain and sepsis to all eligible patients.  The HSE National Service Plan 2014 made provision for 
an additional €12m for the DTSS in recognition of the growth in eligibility.  Emergency care for 
children up to 16 years of age and treatment for special needs patients are among the priorities 
for the Public Dental Service of the HSE through its dental clinics.  The Department has begun 
a three year project to develop a new national oral health policy.  The project will have three key 
parts - a needs assessment, a review of resources and a consultation on new ways of delivering 
oral health services.

08/07/2014WRZ02550Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRZ02600691. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the total amount spent on external 
IT consultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [29156/14]

08/07/2014WRZ02700692. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if his Department has renegotiated 
external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29175/14]

08/07/2014WRZ02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 691 and 692 
together.

My Department operates a shared ICT service which, in addition to supporting the business 
of the Department of Health also provides IT support for the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs and its agencies.  While my Department does engage external contractors for specific 
services, such as software development and network support, it does not engage external con-
sultants in relation to IT and, consequently, the issue of renegotiating does not arise.

08/07/2014WRZ02850Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRZ02900693. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s remit made from March 
2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his Department’s remit from March 
2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his Department’s remit publically 
advertised from March 2011 to date; and the number of appointments to State boards under his 
remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  [29193/14]

08/07/2014WRZ03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The nomination and appointment process for 
boards of bodies under the aegis of the Department of Health is set out in legislation.  In line 
with Government Decision S180/20/10/1424 of 2011, relating to the advertising for expres-
sions of interest in vacancies on State Boards, my Department currently advertises for board 
vacancies as they arise, where I, as Minister for Health, have nominating rights under relevant 
legislation. I also appoint members on the nomination of various bodies, again in accordance 
with the relevant legislation.  There were some exceptions to the advertising process in 2012 
and 2013.  In 2012, the members of the Hepatitis C Compensation Tribunal were appointed 
by me, on the advice of the Attorney General, as these members carry out a very specific role 
in relation to assessing the quantum of awards under the Hepatitis C Compensation Tribunal 
Act.  Another exception was in the case of some hospital boards, e.g. Beaumont and St James’s, 
where the term of existing members was extended as a prudent provisional measure, to allow 
time for appropriate competencies required in members of these boards to be set out, given the 
Health Reform Programme and its impact on hospital configuration.  Appointments of the new 
board members were subsequently advertised.

In 2012 existing board members of the National Paediatric Hospital Board were re-appoint-
ed for a 3 month period to allow time to consider the competencies required by board members 
into the future.  In January 2013 four Departmental officials and two HSE nominated officials 
were appointed for a number of months for the same reason.  In July 2013, I appointed the 
Chairperson and 3 other members for which I had nominating rights.

The table sets out the number of appointments to State Boards under the remit of my De-
partment, where I have nominating rights, and on the nomination of other bodies since March 
2011 to 2014 (to date), including the number that were publicly advertised and the number of 
appointments drawn directly from the advertising process.  It should be noted that there were 
no advertising campaigns in 2011, but 34 appointments were made where I as Minister have 
nominating rights.
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- No.
Number of Appointments 2011 - 2014 (to date) 484
Appointments made where Minister had nominating rights 331
Number of Positions Advertised 272
Appointments made where Minister did not have nominating 
rights

153

Appointments made drawn directly from the public advertise-
ment process

116

08/07/2014WRZ03050Mental Health Commission Reports

08/07/2014WRZ03100694. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the chair-
man’s forward to the Mental Health Commission annual report 2013. in which he states that, 
since 2007, staffing in mental health services has been reduced by the implementation of re-
cruitment embargoes and employment moratoriums; the medium and long-term effect of such 
policies is to endanger the delivery of confident and responsive community-based services as 
envisaged in A Vision for Change; this situation needs to be reversed by the continued alloca-
tion of new revenue for the full development of community mental health teams and concomi-
tant services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29202/14]

08/07/2014WRZ03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I have noted 
the position indicated in the Report referred to by the Deputy in regard to staffing requirements 
for mental health services.  The Government is committed to the continued reform of mental 
health services, notwithstanding the substantial overall reduction in resources available to the 
health service in recent years.  Towards this end, ring-fenced funding of €90 million and some 
1,100 posts are being  provided between 2012 and end 2014 to develop community mental 
health services and suicide prevention resources.  The budget for mental health services in 2014 
is significant at approximately €766 million.

  A Vision for Change indicates a requirement for 10,647 WTE staff which, when adjusted 
for the 2011 population census, equates to around 12,240 WTE staff by 2016.  However, given 
the changed economic circumstances since the publication of Vision in 2006, the Government 
had to reduce the numbers employed across the public service in order to meet fiscal and bud-
getary targets.  While the health sector must make its contribution to that reduction, the HSE 
can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling, and has the 
financial resources to do so.  The HSE Service Plan for 2014 commits to developing workforce 
planning to bring greater certainty around essential replacements, and the streamlining of re-
cruitment to allow for more local control and specialisation, where appropriate.

While staffing levels in the mental health service have fallen, there are positives that must 
be acknowledged.  Many of the staff numbers lost were supporting the excessive numbers of 
beds which are no longer part of the service user recovery focused, modern, community-based 
model for mental health.  The overall reduction in numbers has been mitigated due to the prior-
ity ring-fenced Programme for Government investments in 2012, 2013 and again in 2014.  This 
has allowed the HSE to begin to re-balance the staff skill mix in mental health and to introduce 
new staff in the historically under represented disciplines recommended in A Vision for Change   
i.e. psychologists, social workers and occupational therapists.

Recruitment of the additional posts in 2012 and 2013 is continuing with 95% of the 2012 
posts filled as at the end of May 2014.  The recruitment process is complete for 68% of the 2013 
posts, with the remainder in various stages of the recruitment process.  These posts continue 
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to come on stream, and are targeted to be in place by the end of Quarter 2 of 2014.  Decisions 
on the breakdown of the new 2014 posts (between 250-280 posts) are being made by the HSE, 
following a business case and analysis process to ensure that the required professional grades 
are recruited to fill identified service gaps.  It is intended that these posts will be in place by end 
of 2014.

08/07/2014WRZ03250Mental Health Commission Reports

08/07/2014WRZ03300695. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the chair-
man’s forward to the Mental Health Commission annual report 2013 in which he states that 
mental health services are designed to assist in a person’s recovery rather than simply to man-
age their illness; in that context, that the concept of recovery is now well understood but im-
plementation of it is uneven; that the information provided in this report points to a serious 
deficiency in the development and provision of recovery-oriented mental health services; that 
service delivery is still largely delivered by medical, psychiatric and mental health nursing 
staff; that there is still a significant absence of psychology, social work, occupational, and other 
multidisciplinary team members; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29203/14]

08/07/2014WRZ03400696. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the chair-
man’s forward to the Mental Health Commission annual report 2013 in which he states that in 
order for a fully developed recovery-oriented service to be delivered, there needs to be a cul-
tural shift in how we deliver services away from a linear medical model towards a more holistic 
biopsychosocial one; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29204/14]

08/07/2014WRZ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 695 and 696 together.

In line with the recommendations of ‘A Vision for Change’, a recovery orientation should 
inform every aspect of service delivery and service users should be partners in their own care.  
There is a growing recognition that, with a recovery approach, it is possible to live well despite 
any limitations caused by disability or illness.  I have acknowledged previously that there is 
more to be done in developing a focused recovery orientation for some patients.  I also accept 
that adopting a recovery based approach has not been without its challenges which include re-
considering some fundamental concepts such as what it means to be a service delivery organisa-
tion, a professional, a person who uses services or a family member, and how we judge effective 
treatments.  The Recovery approach that we want to see places a unique emphasis on the value 
of each person and their understanding of their illness and should be seen as natural process 
which service users believe can put greater choice and control back in their hands.

As acknowledged by the Chairman of the Mental Health Commission in his foreword, the 
‘Advancing Recovery in Ireland’ (ARI) initiative which is a partnership project between the 
HSE and other bodies is a welcome development.  The initiative focuses on service level struc-
tures, systems and practices that can maximise personal recovery opportunities and outcomes 
for service users.  It aims to achieve this by facilitating the individual to manage their personal 
recovery and by the development of recovery focused mental health practice in the service.  It 
recognises the service provider, service user and family as equal stakeholders.  Some of the 
innovations being developed through ARI are Recovery Colleges, Peer Support Working and 
the Recovery Context inventory Tool.  The ARI is an 18 month initiative which is being rolled 
out on a phased basis to allow maximum benefit, the initial phase of which commenced in May 
2013.

The Community Mental Health Team is the first line of acute secondary mental health care 
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provision and their presence allows individuals to be supported in their recovery in their own 
community.  Community Mental Health Teams need to have expertise from all the core disci-
plines of psychiatry, psychology, social workers, occupational and other therapists as well as 
mental health nursing.  With this in mind, some 1,100 new posts have been funded by a special 
allocation of €90 million since 2012 primarily to strengthen Community Mental Health Teams 
for both adults and children and to enhance specialist community services.  To date, some 740 
of the posts have been filled and the recruitment process for the remaining posts  is continuing 
by the HSE.

The Mental Health Act 2001 is the key piece of legislation regarding the rights of people 
involuntarily detained and treated in approved centres within our mental health services.  The 
Act is currently under review, and an Expert Group set up by me in September 2012 is currently 
finalising its deliberations.  I expect to receive its report by the third quarter of 2014.  Whilst 
I am not in a position to comment on any recommendations of the Expert Group in advance 
of the completion of the final report, I would expect that the Group will take into account the 
importance of recovery when finalising their report.

08/07/2014WRZ03550Mental Health Commission Reports

08/07/2014WRZ03600697. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the chair-
man’s forward to the Mental Health Commission annual report 2013 in which he states that the 
commission is also concerned regarding a number of specific areas of service provision which 
impinge on human rights and where, in 2013, standards fell below what is acceptable; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29205/14]

08/07/2014WRZ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The principal 
functions of the Mental Health Commission are to promote, encourage and foster the establish-
ment and maintenance of high standards in the delivery of mental health services and to take all 
reasonable steps to protect the interests of persons detained in approved centres under the Men-
tal Health Act 2001.  The Commission also appoints the Inspector of Mental Health Services, 
who in accordance with the Act, is required to visit and inspect every approved centre annually 
and, as the Inspectorate think appropriate, to visit and inspect any other premises where mental 
health services are being provided.

I welcome the Annual Report of the Mental Health Commission and note the specific areas 
of service provision which require improvement that have been highlighted by the Chairman.  
Under the 2001 Act, the Commission has a number of powers in relation to approved centres 
which includes the attachment of any conditions it considers appropriate to the registration of 
such centres and such conditions could include the requirement to introduce or to review speci-
fied policies, protocols and procedures relating to the care and welfare of patients and residents.  
In addition, the Commission can prepare codes of practice for the guidance of persons working 
in the mental health services.  As a consequence of the Commission carrying out its functions, I 
am satisfied that the rights of patients are regularly and appropriately reviewed in line with our 
mental health legislation.

The Mental Health Act 2001 provides the legislative framework within which people who 
require admission on a voluntary or involuntary basis can be cared for and treated in approved 
centres within our mental health services.  The 2001 Act introduced a human rights ethos into 
our mental health law and it is currently under review by an Expert Group which I set up in 
September 2012.  I expect to receive the final report of the Expert Group by the end of quarter 
3 this year and while I am not in a position to comment on any specific recommendations of the 
Expert Group in advance of its final report, I would expect that the Group has considered  the 
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matters raised by the Chairman with a view to ensuring that the human rights of patients are 
upheld and strengthened further.

  Question No. 698 answered with Question No. 677.

08/07/2014WRZ03850Mental Health Commission Staffing

08/07/2014WRZ03900699. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the Men-
tal Health Commission annual report 2013 (details supplied) and the chairman’s foreword to 
same regarding the delay in filling essential posts in the commission; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29208/14]

08/07/2014WRZ04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Sanction has 
been given for a number of key posts sought by the Mental Health Commission and the recruit-
ment process is currently underway with the Public Appointments Committee.

08/07/2014WRZ04050Health Services Staff Recruitment

08/07/2014WRZ04100700. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 477 
persons who were to be employed in the mental health services in 2013; the number that were 
employed in 2013 and have taken up their posts in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29209/14]

08/07/2014WRZ04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRZ04250Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRZ04300701. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29220/14]

08/07/2014WRZ04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRZ04450Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRZ04500702. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal has had the file relating to their medical card application closed 
when they consider that they have complied with all requirements and are entitled to a medical 
card; if the file will be reopened; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29222/14]

08/07/2014WRZ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRZ04650Hospital Appointment Status

08/07/2014WRZ04700703. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early appointment will 
be arranged at Waterford Regional Hospital in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow [29226/14]

08/07/2014WRZ04800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In 
relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRAA00150HSE Complaints Procedures

08/07/2014WRAA00200704. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if any allegations of a conflict 
of interest in the awarding of contracts by the Health Service Executive is currently being 
investigated by the HSE or any other authority; if so, the number of allegations; the hospitals 
concerned; and the nature of contract to which they relate. [29234/14]

08/07/2014WRAA00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter the HSE has been 
requested to respond directly to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRAA00350Hospital Staff Recruitment

08/07/2014WRAA00400705. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health to outline the reason a 
dedicated nurse specialist has not been appointed to assist the rheumatologist at Kerry General 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29236/14]

08/07/2014WRAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRAA00550Disability Diagnoses

08/07/2014WRAA00600706. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will be assessed by the Brothers of Charity in Cork for autism; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29239/14]

08/07/2014WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the issue raised by the Deputy relates to an 
individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  I have asked the HSE 
to look into the particular matter raised and to reply directly to the Deputy.
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08/07/2014WRAA00750HSE Complaints Procedures

08/07/2014WRAA00800707. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of 
complaints received in respect of the psychiatric services on physical abuse, sexual abuse, men-
tal abuse and over-medication; the number of these that relate to Grangegorman Hospital; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29240/14]

08/07/2014WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As it is the 
responsibility of the HSE to deal with formal complaints made against any of its services, I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to them for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRAA00950Mental Health Services Provision

08/07/2014WRAA01000708. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if he, his officials or the 
Health Service Executive met representative groups of patients that have received physical 
abuse, sexual abuse, mental abuse or over-medication while in the care of psychiatric hospitals; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29241/14]

08/07/2014WRAA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): My Depart-
ment has not met with any representative group referred to by the Deputy. I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the HSE for their attention and directly reply.

Question No. 709 answered with Question No. 673.

08/07/2014WRAA01250Medical Card Administration

08/07/2014WRAA01300710. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the progress he is making regard-
ing a proposal to allocate medical cards on the basis of medical need; if public consultation in 
this regard will take place; if the establishment of consultative forums and focus groups will be 
part of this consultative process; the timescale for this; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29255/14]

08/07/2014WRAA01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine the specific queries raised and to reply to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

08/07/2014WRAA01450General Practitioner Services

08/07/2014WRAA01500711. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if general practitioners are re-
quired to provide a home visit service to private patients on their list or in their catchment area; 
if GPs participating in the GMS scheme are required to provide such a service to their medical 
card or GP visit card list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29256/14]

08/07/2014WRAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are over 
2,800 General Practitioners (GPs) in Ireland, working in group practices, primary care centres, 
single practices and health centres across the country.  Many GPs in Ireland are private practi-
tioners and the hours that a private practice is open varies.  GPs have a variety of arrangements 
in place to provide cover for patients over a 24 hour period.  These include rotas with other 
colleagues or deputising services.  The Minister for Health has no role in relation to the running 
of a private practice.
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On 30 April 2014, 2,416 GPs held a General Medical Services (GMS) contract, providing 
services on behalf of the HSE.  The GMS contract states that the medical practitioner shall pro-
vide for eligible persons, on behalf of the Health Service Executive, all proper and necessary 
treatment of a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill 
or experience of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to 
possess.

Under Section 10 of the GMS contract, the GP shall be routinely available for consultation 
by eligible persons at his/her approved surgery or surgeries and for domiciliary visiting for a 
total of 40 hours each week, on five days or more in the week, by agreement with the HSE.  The 
GP’s hours of availability shall have regard to his/her patients’ needs in the locality and the GP 
shall not  amend their hours without the agreement of the HSE.  The medical practitioner shall 
also make suitable arrangements to enable contact to be made with him/her or his/her locum/
deputy outside normal hours for urgent cases.  The GP must make known to their patients their 
hours of routine availability by way of notice in their practice premises.

08/07/2014WRAA01650General Practitioner Services

08/07/2014WRAA01700712. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of GPs 
in the Dublin 3, 5, 9 and 13 areas who provide a home visit service to private patients who are 
too ill to attend their surgeries; if he will provide a list of those who provide such a service to 
medical card patients and a list of those who provide such a service to GP-only card patients. 
[29257/14]

08/07/2014WRAA01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRAA01850Primary Care Services Provision

08/07/2014WRAA01900713. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health to set out the average waiting 
time for a North Doc home visit in 2011, 2012 and 2013; the shortest and longest waiting times 
in the same years; the service’s target waiting time in 2014; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29258/14]

08/07/2014WRAA02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRAA02050Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRAA02100714. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health to explain his views on cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding a medical card matter; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29274/14]

08/07/2014WRAA02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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08/07/2014WRAA02250Health Services Provision

08/07/2014WRAA02300715. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health to set out the position re-
garding repayment of moneys in respect of medication in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29281/14]

08/07/2014WRAA02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In relation to the 
individual case raised by the Deputy, the Health Service Executive has been asked to investi-
gate the specific issues surrounding this case and respond directly to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRAA02450Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRAA02500716. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health to set down the number of Bills 
his Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory impact assessments 
his Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29295/14]

08/07/2014WRAA02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Since March 2011, twenty Bills have been 
published by my Department.  The number of Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIAs) that have 
been published is three.  Separately, in relation to the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 
2013, the Report of the Expert Group on the judgment in A, B and C v Ireland,which was pub-
lished, served the purposes of the RIA process.

08/07/2014WRAA02650Hospital Services

08/07/2014WRAA02700717. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that a person 
(details supplied) in County Dublin in the care of Beaumont Hospital is currently receiving no 
treatment because the drug recommended, Lemtrada, is deemed too expensive; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29310/14]

08/07/2014WRAA02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In relation to the 
individual case raised by the Deputy, the HSE has been asked to investigate the specific issues 
surrounding this case and respond directly to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRAA02850Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRAA02900718. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if his Department or agencies un-
der its auspices have engaged the services of a debt collection agency in pursuing moneys owed 
to them; if his Department has guidelines regarding hiring such agencies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29332/14]

08/07/2014WRAA03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Neither my Department nor the agencies un-
der its aegis have ever engaged the services of a debt collection agency.  This question has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRAA03050Primary Care Centre Provision

08/07/2014WRAA03100719. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
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on the building of the new primary care centre in Kells, County Meath; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29349/14]

08/07/2014WRAA03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Delivery of infra-
structure to accommodate the delivery of primary care services is a service matter.  Therefore 
your question has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRAA03250HSE Complaints Procedures

08/07/2014WRAA03300720. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the treat-
ment of a person (details supplied) at a recent consultant appointment; his views that this prac-
tice is widespread. [29352/14]

08/07/2014WRAA03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): If a person has a specific complaint related 
to an experience of an individual in our hospitals, there is a formal complaints policy, entitled 
“Your Service Your Say”, details of which are on the HSE website, at http://www.hse.ie/eng/
services/yourhealthservice/feedback/complaints/.

In accordance with this procedure, a complaint must be made in the first instance to the 
hospital in which the incident causing the complaint occurred. I note from the details supplied 
that the patient received treatment in a private hospital and that he was treated there on foot of 
a Service Level Agreement between it and a public hospital. In light of this, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to examine the matter and respond to the Deputy directly.

If an individual is not satisfied with the response from the hospital, a review can be sought 
from the HSE Director of Advocacy and the Ombudsman, whose details are set out as follows:

HSE Director of Advocacy

Oak House

Millennium Park

Naas

Co Kildare 

Tel 1890 424 555

Office of the Ombudsman 

18, Lower Leeson Street

Dublin 2

Tel 1890 223 030

Email: ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.ie.

08/07/2014WRAA03450Civil Registration Legislation

08/07/2014WRAA03500721. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of civil 
registrars available to perform civil marriages and civil partnerships in each of the past ten 
years, broken down by county and Health Service Executive civil registration office; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [29354/14]

08/07/2014WRAA03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the information 
requested by the Deputy is not routinely collected by my Department, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy on this matter.

08/07/2014WRAA03650Civil Registration Legislation

08/07/2014WRAA03700722. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health to set out the annual income 
of each Health Service Executive civil registration office broken down by category, including 
marriages, civil marriages, civil partnerships, notification fees, expenses of registrars, fees for 
registrars; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29356/14]

08/07/2014WRAA03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): This question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRAA03850Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRAA03900723. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Health when a decision will me made on 
a medical card application in respect of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29359/14]

08/07/2014WRAA04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRAA04050Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

08/07/2014WRAA04100724. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health to outline his views on the 
concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding stoma care products; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29381/14]

08/07/2014WRAA04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): An Ostomy/Urinary 
Review of Approved products under the GMS and Community Drugs Schemes is underway. An 
Expert Group has been convened by the Health Service Executive (HSE), with representation 
from two patient organisations. These are the Ileostomy, Colostomy and Internal Pouch Support 
Group and Spinal Injuries Ireland.

Updated Criteria for Inclusion on the Reimbursement List have been developed by the Ex-
pert Group. Applications for new innovative products have been requested from relevant sup-
pliers with a closing date of  11 July 2014.  Applications will be considered in the context of the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act, 2013.

In any review of Ostomy/Urinary Products, the HSE is not in a position to increase the 
current levels of expenditure unless cost effectiveness with clear patient benefit can be demon-
strated.
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08/07/2014WRAA04250Cancer Screening Programmes

08/07/2014WRAA04300725. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health to outline the estimated cost 
of implementing the extension of the free cancer screening programme BreastCheck to women 
aged 65 to 69 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29413/14]

08/07/2014WRAA04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The cost of extending the BreastCheck 
screening programme to women aged 65 to 69 years will depend on details of the approach 
to be taken to such extension and on the timing of the role out of services to the entire cohort 
involved.  The costs will be considered further in the context of the Estimates process.

08/07/2014WRAA04450Medical Card Eligibility

08/07/2014WRAA04500726. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that medical cards are being refused to over 70 applicants who are a few euro over the 
income limit (details supplied). [29419/14]

08/07/2014WRAA04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRAA04650Maternity Services

08/07/2014WRAA04700727. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form the names of all maternity units and their associated perinatal mortality rates in each year 
from 2003 to 2013, as compiled by the national perinatal reporting system; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29423/14]

08/07/2014WRAA04800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Please see the following list of maternity units 
as requested. In relation to the detailed information requested by the Deputy, as this data is not 
collated by my Department, I have asked the Health Service Executive to provide the infor-
mation requested directly to him.

1.   Coombe Women’s and Infants University Hospital;
2.   National Maternity Hospital, Holles Street;
3.   Rotunda Hospital;
4.   Cork University Maternity Hospital;
5.   Kerry General Hospital, Tralee;
6.   South Tipperary General Hospital;
7.   St. Luke’s General Hospital Kilkenny;
8.   Waterford Regional Hospital;
9.   Wexford General Hospital;
10. University Hospital Galway;
11. Letterkenny General Hospital;
12. Mayo General Hospital, Castlebar;
13. Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe;
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14. Sligo General Hospital;
15. University Maternity Hospital, Limerick;
16. Cavan General Hospital;
17. Our Lady Of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda;
18. Midland Regional Hospital Mullingar and
19. Midland Regional Hospital Portlaoise.

08/07/2014WRAA04850Medical Card Eligibility

08/07/2014WRAA04900728. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that medical cards are being refused to applicants over 70 years who are slightly over 
the income limit (details supplied). [29425/14]

08/07/2014WRAA05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 729 answered with Question No. 670.

08/07/2014WRBB00300Patient Transfers

08/07/2014WRBB00400730. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a transfer of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly from Kerry General Hospital to the Lakeview unit of Naas 
General Hospital may be facilitated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29440/14]

08/07/2014WRBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service 
matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRBB00600Ambulance Service Transport

08/07/2014WRBB00700731. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency am-
bulances with more than 300,000 km, 400,000 km and 500,000 km on the clock respectively; 
the measure being taken to replace such vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29444/14]

08/07/2014WRBB00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE 
to respond directly to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRBB00900Medical Card Reviews

08/07/2014WRBB01000732. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29449/14]
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08/07/2014WRBB01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of the 
Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health ser-
vices on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical 
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person, with a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments.

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE.

The HSE has commenced issuing letters to the persons concerned and this process should be 
concluded by the first two weeks of July. No action is required on the part of those affected as 
the HSE will be in contact. If people do not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact 
the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access 
medical card and GP visit card services in the normal manner when they have been advised by 
the HSE that their medical card or GP visit card is active.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRBB01200Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

08/07/2014WRBB01300733. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 3 of 25 June 2014, if he will confirm that all persons who were on the long-term ill-
ness scheme and were also medical card holders at any stage during the three-year reimburse-
ment period will receive said reimbursement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29452/14]

08/07/2014WRBB01400792. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the prescription charges being 
incurred by clients who transferred from the long-term illness cards to medical cards have been 
resolved; if refunds will be issued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29944/14]

08/07/2014WRBB01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 733 and 792 together.

Persons suffering from prescribed conditions can get free drugs, medicines and medical and 
surgical appliances for the treatment of that condition under the Long Term Illness Scheme. 
Medical card holders are required to pay prescription charges. Prescription charges are not pay-
able in respect of items supplied under the Long Term Illness Scheme.

In the case of persons who have both the medical card and an LTI book, it was HSE policy 
that they should use their medical card to access medicines. The main reason for this was that 
when a retail mark-up of 20% was payable to pharmacists for items supplied under the LTI 
Scheme it cost the HSE considerably more to supply medicines under the LTI Scheme than 
under the GMS Scheme.

Following a review of the rates of fees payable to health professionals (under the Finan-
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cial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009) my colleague, Minister Reilly, an-
nounced (on 2 July 2013) the elimination of the retail mark-up. As a result, the HSE revised 
its policy on this matter and persons who have both a medical card and LTI can now access 
medication for their qualifying long term illness condition(s) under the LTI Scheme.

The HSE is actively in the process of identifying any person who had eligibility under the 
Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme and who, while having concurrent eligibility under the Medi-
cal Card Scheme, paid prescription charges prior to the 1st December 2013 for drugs, medi-
cines, medical and surgical appliances related to their qualifying long term illness(es) dispensed 
under the GMS Scheme, by a registered pharmacist.

The HSE is collating the details regarding the numbers of people affected and how much 
they will be refunded. It is anticipated that the HSE will be in a position to make refunds to the 
relevant individuals in the coming weeks.

08/07/2014WRBB01600Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

08/07/2014WRBB01700734. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to any instance whereby eligibility for the long-term illness scheme was revoked on the grounds 
that the person was also a medical card holder; if there was at any stage a policy whereby a 
person on the long-term illness scheme could not also be a medical card holder; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [29453/14]

08/07/2014WRBB01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Long Term Ill-
ness (LTI) scheme is a non-means tested scheme established under Section 59(3) of the Health 
Act 1970 (as amended).

Persons suffering from prescribed conditions can get free drugs, medicines and medical 
and surgical appliances for the treatment of that condition under the LTI Scheme. Medical card 
holders are required to pay prescription charges. Prescription charges are not payable in respect 
of items supplied under the LTI Scheme.

In the case of persons who have both the medical card and an LTI book, it was HSE policy 
that they should use their medical card to access medicines. The main reason for this was that 
when a retail mark-up of 20% was payable to pharmacists for items supplied under the LTI 
Scheme it cost the HSE considerably more to supply medicines under the LTI Scheme than 
under the GMS Scheme.

Following a review of the rates of fees payable to health professionals (under the Finan-
cial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009) my colleague, Minister Reilly, an-
nounced (on 2 July 2013) the elimination of the retail mark-up. As a result, the HSE revised 
its policy on this matter and persons who have both a medical card and LTI can now access 
medication for their qualifying long term illness condition(s) under the LTI Scheme.

The Medical Card Scheme is a means tested scheme established under section 58 of the 
Health Acts 1970 (as amended). The Medical Card scheme does not specifically preclude those 
persons who had/have eligibility under the LTI scheme.

08/07/2014WRBB01900Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

08/07/2014WRBB02000735. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health if a new application for consideration 
for the inclusion of the drug Fampyra for multiple sclerosis under the community drugs scheme 
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been received by the Health Service Executive; the timeframe for assessment and decision of 
this application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29454/14]

08/07/2014WRBB02100759. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the Health 
Service Executive to add fampridine or Fampyra to Health Service Executive-funded drug 
schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29694/14]

08/07/2014WRBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 735 and 759 together.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing 
and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance 
with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

The HSE received an application for the inclusion of Fampridine in the GMS and commu-
nity drugs schemes. The application was considered in line with the procedures and timescales 
agreed by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare 
Association for the assessment of new medicines. In accordance with these procedures, the 
National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) conducted a pharmacoeconomic evaluation 
of Fampridine and concluded that, as the manufacturer was unable to demonstrate the cost 
effectiveness of Fampridine in the Irish healthcare setting, it was unable to recommend the 
reimbursement of the product. The report is available on the NCPE’s website (www.ncpe.ie).

The HSE assessment process is intended to arrive at a decision on the funding of new medi-
cines that is clinically appropriate, fair, consistent and sustainable. Due to the very difficult and 
challenging economic environment in which the Government targeted additional savings in 
health expenditure of €619 million in 2014, which must be achieved while protecting front line 
services to the most vulnerable to the greatest extent possible, the HSE decided it was not in a 
position to add the drug to the List of Reimbursable Items supplied under the GMS and other 
community drug schemes.

It is open to the supplier, at any time, to submit a new application to the HSE incorporating 
new evidence which demonstrates the cost effectiveness of Fampridine. The HSE met with Bio-
gen Idec recently to discuss a potential revised application. The HSE expects that Biogen Idec 
will submit a revised application. The HSE will then re-consider the application in as timely a 
fashion as possible in line with the agreed procedures and timescales for the assessment of new 
medicines.

08/07/2014WRBB02300Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRBB02400736. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29458/14]

08/07/2014WRBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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08/07/2014WRBB02600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/07/2014WRBB02700737. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the position regarding en-
titlement to engage with social workers for children and adults with severe and profound dis-
abilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29477/14]

08/07/2014WRBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a 
service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRBB02900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/07/2014WRBB03000738. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the educational and training 
services available in counties Louth and Meath for those over 18 years with severe and pro-
found disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29478/14]

08/07/2014WRBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Education and 
vocational training which prepares adults, including those with disabilities, for employment 
in the open labour market is the responsibility of the Department of Education and Skills and 
SOLAS (formerly FÁS).  Rehabilitative training (RT), which has no connection with the open 
labour market, is the responsibility of the Department of Health and the Health Service Execu-
tive (HSE).

The purpose of RT is to develop an individual’s life skills, social skills and basic work skills. 
Approximately 3,000 people with special needs avail of RT each year, some of whom then 
progress to vocational training, other training or employment. RT courses cover a wide range of 
skills and cater for people with a range of abilities and interests, and may include opportunities 
for work sampling or work placement.

It is open to individuals to work with their service provider through the person centred plan-
ning process to identify their goals, including educational and training goals, that best meet 
their needs and abilities.

In relation to the specific services available in counties Louth and Meath, I have arranged 
for the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRBB03200Hospital Procedures

08/07/2014WRBB03300739. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that an 
urgent surgical procedure is carried out in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29479/14]

08/07/2014WRBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
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directly to him on this matter.

08/07/2014WRBB03500Hospital Waiting Lists

08/07/2014WRBB03600740. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 623 of 17 June 2014, when a detailed response will issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29481/14]

08/07/2014WRBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand that the Health Service Execu-
tive wrote to the Deputy on 13th June in relation to this matter.

08/07/2014WRBB03800Hospital Investigations

08/07/2014WRBB03900741. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if his attention has 
been drawn to reports that surveillance equipment was illegally used in an office used by main-
tenance staff at Letterkenny General Hospital; if he will reassure staff at Letterkenny General 
Hospital that their right to privacy in the workplace was not compromised; if he will establish 
if this practice has not occurred anywhere else within the health system; and his plans to ensure 
that it does not recur.  [29485/14]

08/07/2014WRBB04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the PQ to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRBB04100Drugs Payment Scheme Administration

08/07/2014WRBB04200742. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason a medication has 
been withdrawn from a person (details supplied) in County Kildare after 11 years of supply; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29488/14]

08/07/2014WRBB04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of 
medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance with the provisions of the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In relation to the individual case raised by the Deputy, the HSE has been asked to investigate 
the specific issues surrounding this case and respond directly to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRBB04400Medical Card Data

08/07/2014WRBB04500743. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of valid non-discretionary 
medical cards currently held [29495/14]

08/07/2014WRBB04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

08/07/2014WRBB04700Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRBB04800744. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an application 
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for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29499/14]

08/07/2014WRBB04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRBB05000Hospital Waiting Lists

08/07/2014WRBB05100745. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry will be seen by a cardiologist at Kerry General Hospital; the timeframe for the 
current waiting list; the measures being taken to ease the pressure on the cardiology service in 
the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29531/14]

08/07/2014WRBB05200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up 
with the consultant and hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, as well as the 
additional information sought by the Deputy, as these are service matters, it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRBB05300Health Services Staff

08/07/2014WRBB05400746. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is being forced to retire at 65 years of age from the Health Service Executive when that 
person will only be entitled to a State pension at 66 years of age and will not be entitled to a 
discretionary supplementary pension from the HSE for the coming year until reaching 66 years 
of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29533/14]

08/07/2014WRBB05500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this relates to an operational matter, I have 
referred the PQ to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRBB05600Home Care Packages

08/07/2014WRBB05700747. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a patient 
(details supplied) in Dublin 11; the services currently provided for the patient; and details of the 
current home care package available to the patient. [29535/14]
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08/07/2014WRBB05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRBB05900Medical Card Reviews

08/07/2014WRBB06000748. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork who made an unsuccessful medical card application in 2012 is included in the 
special review of medical cards currently being undertaken; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29544/14]

08/07/2014WRBB06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRBB06200Mental Health Act Review

08/07/2014WRBB06300749. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
status of the review of the Mental Health Act 2001; and when this review will be completed 
[29551/14]

08/07/2014WRBB06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Mental 
Health Act 2001 is the key piece of legislation regarding the rights of people involuntarily 
detained and treated in approved centres within our mental health services. A commitment to 
review the Act is contained in the current Programme for Government.

In 2011, I appointed a Steering Group to carry out an initial review of the Act ‘informed by 
human rights standards and in consultation with service users, carers and other stakeholders’.  
The report of the Steering Group was published in June 2012 and is available on my Depart-
ment’s website.

An Expert Group was subsequently established to carry out the second and substantive 
phase of the review and the Group had its first meeting in September 2012. The Expert Group 
is coming towards the end of its deliberations and I expect to receive the Group’s final report by 
the end of  the third quarter this year.

08/07/2014WRBB06500Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRBB06600750. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the documentation out-
standing in respect of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29560/14]

08/07/2014WRBB06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
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cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRBB06800Mental Health Services Funding

08/07/2014WRBB06900751. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the amount of money that is 
spent by his Department in the area of mental health in each of the 26 counties of the State last 
year and for each of the previous four years. [29562/14]

08/07/2014WRBB07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRBB07100Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRBB07200752. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the 
name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; if he will provide 
details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap set by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount of the increase sought.  [29605/14]

08/07/2014WRBB07300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy is 
detailed in a table.

NAME POSITION ANNUAL SALARY 
Mr. Mark Costigan Press Adviser €87,258
Ms Camille Loftus Special Adviser €75,647

I appointed Mr. Mark Costigan as my Press Adviser in March 2011.  In view of his previous 
salary in his position as Deputy Government Press Secretary and the extent of his experience in 
that role, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform sanctioned a salary for Mr. Costigan 
at the maximum point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale.

Ms Camille Loftus was appointed as my Special Advisor in August 2013 and was placed on 
the minimum point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale in accordance with the Department 
of Finance instructions regarding Ministerial Appointments for the 31st Dáil.

08/07/2014WRBB07400Home Help Service Provision

08/07/2014WRBB07500753. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home 
help in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29644/14]

08/07/2014WRBB07600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the matter to be investigated by the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

General Medical Services Scheme Administration



 8 July 2014

491

08/07/2014WRCC00200754. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the procedure 
to be followed by medical card holders in order to claim and receive a monetary refund where 
these medical card holders have been charged for the taking of bloods by general practitioners; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29646/14]

08/07/2014WRCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): No person covered 
by the GMS Scheme should be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided by their GP 
or the Practice Nurse on behalf of their GP which are required to either assist in the diagnosis 
of a patient or to monitor a diagnosed condition.  For patients who have been charged in such 
circumstances, the HSE has put in place the following procedure.  The patient should forward 
his or her receipt for the charge to the HSE’s local Primary Care Unit.  The HSE will, in turn, in-
form the GP that where he/she inappropriately charges GMS patients for phlebotomy services, 
he/she is in breach of their contract.  The HSE will also deduct an equivalent amount from its 
routine payments to the GP and will make a refund to the patient.

Health Services Access

08/07/2014WRCC00400755. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
cases where social workers for organisations such as Enable Ireland and citizen’s information 
are advising persons that they cannot avail of services such as personal care assistants, assisted 
living scheme and public health nurse visits unless they have a medical card; if this is correct 
information; if he is satisfied with this arrangement; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29656/14]

08/07/2014WRCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Health ser-
vices, including those outlined by the Deputy, are provided by the Health Service Executive.  
Accordingly, the Department has asked the HSE to investigate the issue raised by the Deputy 
and reply directly to him.

Ambulance Service Provision

08/07/2014WRCC00600756. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of National Ambu-
lance Service vehicles destroyed by fire between 2008 and to date in 2014; the action the NAS 
has taken with the manufacturers of the vehicles concerned; if the NAS is reviewing the terms 
of the organisations contract with the manufacturer in view of these serious incidents which 
threaten the safety of NAS staff and patients; if the NAS has established if similar incidents 
have occurred in other jurisdictions in respect of this model of vehicle; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29657/14]

08/07/2014WRCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the detailed queries raised by 
the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
to him directly.

Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

08/07/2014WRCC00800757. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will be furnished with specialised medical socks; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29690/14]

08/07/2014WRCC00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the particular 
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issue raised by the Deputy relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the Health 
Service Executive (HSE).  Accordingly, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Appointment Status

08/07/2014WRCC01000758. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway may expect to receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29693/14]

08/07/2014WRCC01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred.  Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In 
relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

Question No. 759 answered with Question No. 735.

Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRCC01300760. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a renewed medical card 
will be issued in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare [29702/14]

08/07/2014WRCC01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical 
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person, with a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced issuing letters to the persons concerned and this process should be 
concluded by the first two weeks of July.  No action is required on the part of those affected as 
the HSE will be in contact.  If people do not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact 
the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 1890 25 29 19.  These individuals will be able to access 
medical card and GP visit card services in the normal manner when they have been advised by 
the HSE that their medical card or GP visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Mental Health Services Provision
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08/07/2014WRCC01500761. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Health if the review of governance struc-
tures in mental health services in Carlow, Kilkenny and South Tipperary has been completed; 
when same will be published; when same will be made available to Members of Dáil Éireann; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29703/14]

08/07/2014WRCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Hospital Waiting Lists

08/07/2014WRCC01700762. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 171 of 18 June 2014, when a detailed response will issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29705/14]

08/07/2014WRCC01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand that the Health Service Execu-
tive are currently collating the information requested by the Deputy.  I have sent his further 
question to them to reply to him directly.

Primary Care Centre Provision

08/07/2014WRCC01900763. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health with regard to the proposed 
Health Service Executive primary health care centre planned for lands in a location (details 
supplied) Dublin 22, the current status of the development; the timeframe for commencement 
of the development; and if he will keep local residents many of whom border the lands updated 
on all aspects of the development.  [29706/14]

08/07/2014WRCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White) (Deputy Alex 
White): Delivery of infrastructure to accommodate primary care services is a service matter.  
Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Mental Health Act Review

08/07/2014WRCC02100764. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health if under the Government’s stated 
commitment to the development of a community based model of care, he will support the 
amendment to the Mental Health Act 2001 proposed by the Carer’s Association to require 
health professionals to involve the carers of mental health patients in their treatment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29710/14]

08/07/2014WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I am aware 
and acknowledge that patient outcomes are better where families and/or carers are involved  in 
the development of the patients care and treatment plan.  Healthcare professionals should pro-
actively encourage patients at all stages to involve their family and/or carer in the development 
of these plans.

I must also accept, however, that patient confidentiality is important and should not be com-
promised where in some limited cases patients specifically request that contact not be made 
with families and/or carers.  For the benefit of the patient, every effort must be made to en-
courage him or her to involve family and/or carers, but it is equally important to recognise that 
breaching this confidence against the patient’s wishes, can damage the health professional/pa-
tient relationship.  The Medical Council’s Ethical Guide does however specially allow a doctor 
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to ethically breach confidentiality if, for example, he/she believes that the patient is at risk of 
harming himself/herself or others.

The Expert Group which is reviewing the Mental Health Act 2001 is examining a range of 
issues, including the one mentioned by the Deputy.  The Group is coming towards the end of its 
deliberations, and I expect to receive its final report by the end of the quarter 3 this year.  The 
Deputy will appreciate that it would be inappropriate for me to comment on or pre-empt any 
aspect of the Group’s report in advance of receiving its final copy.    

Home Care Packages

08/07/2014WRCC02300765. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health if he supports legislating for a statu-
tory entitlement to primary home care which will provide for a detailed and practical transfer of 
care protocol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29713/14]

08/07/2014WRCC02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
has embarked on a major reform programme for the health system, the aim of which is to de-
liver a single-tier health service, supported by universal health insurance (UHI), where there 
is fair access to services based on need, not on ability to pay.  Under UHI, everyone will have 
a choice of health insurer and access to a standard package of health services.  In addition, a 
system of financial protection will ensure affordability by paying or subsidising UHI premiums 
for those who qualify. 

The White Paper on Universal Health Insurance was published on 2nd April and is avail-
able on my Department’s website at www.health.gov.ie.  It provides substantial detail on the 
UHI model for Ireland, the process for determining the future health basket, including the stan-
dard package of services covered under UHI, funding mechanisms and the key stages of the 
journey to UHI.  The aim is to have all necessary preparatory work for UHI in place by early 
2016 with a view to full implementation of UHI by 2019. 

Since publication of the White Paper, work on key areas to advance UHI has been under-
way, including:

- Ongoing preparatory work to establish an Expert Commission which will consult widely 
and make recommendations in relation to the scope and composition of the future health basket 
is being carried out.

- The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health and Children has been invited to develop a 
Values Framework which will help inform the work of the Expert Commission in making rec-
ommendations on the services for inclusion in the future health basket.  It is hoped that it will 
be in a position to commence hearings with stakeholders in the coming months. 

The issue of the health basket is of central importance and the Government has identified 
overarching principles which will ensure that decisions in relation to the health basket are 
aligned with national health policy and with the overall strategic direction of the health service 
in Ireland, including:

- The composition of the health basket should acknowledge and promote the key role of 
primary care at the heart of the health system.  It should also facilitate the delivery of integrated, 
person-centred care provided at the lowest level of complexity that is safe, timely, efficient and 
as close to home as possible.

The question of providing for primary home care will be considered in this context.
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Hospital Services

08/07/2014WRCC02500766. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if MRI scanning is available 
at the Cork University Maternity Hospital outside main hours and at weekends; if the service 
is not available in particular for emergency cases, the reasons for same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29714/14]

08/07/2014WRCC02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the queries raised by the Dep-
uty, as these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to him 
directly.

Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

08/07/2014WRCC02700767. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that applications under the fair deal scheme are taking in excess of 12 weeks to 
process, and that applications for loans under the scheme are taking almost as long; his view 
on the effects this hardship this is having on patients’ family members who officially have no 
obligation to meet the nursing home costs of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary. 
[29715/14]

08/07/2014WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE op-
erates a national placement list to enable it to operate within the budget for the Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme.  All applicants, once the financial assessment is complete and they have been 
approved for funding, are put on the placement list in chronological order to ensure equity na-
tionally. This includes applicants who have also applied for Ancillary State Support (Nursing 
Home Loan).  The HSE makes every effort to match available funding to demand by releasing 
funding on a weekly basis.

On the 19th June (latest figures available), there were 1,390 people on the national place-
ment list for funding, with average waiting times of approximately 10 weeks.  The placement 
list is essential to ensure the Scheme remains in budget.  Funding is released weekly, to ensure 
those on the placement list receive funding as soon as possible.

Individuals who are awaiting funding approval can contact their local Area Manager’s Of-
fice to discuss their circumstances and the options that may be available to them pending Nurs-
ing Home Support Scheme funding becoming available.  The provision of services must, how-
ever, be managed with due regard to available resources.

HIQA Inspections

08/07/2014WRCC02900768. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the Health 
Information Quality Authority findings from a number of inspections on disability services for 
children and young persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29719/14]

08/07/2014WRCC03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): HIQA is the 
independent authority established under the Health Act 2007 to drive continuous improvement 
and to monitor safety and quality in Ireland’s health and personal social care services, including 
children’s services.  This includes registering and inspecting residential centres for dependent 
people and inspecting children detention schools, foster care services and child protection ser-
vices.
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The Department of Children and Youth Affairs has informed my Department that in cases 
where the Child and Family Agency is concerned that a child is in need of care and protection 
and is unlikely to receive it at home, the Agency has a statutory duty under the Child Care Act 
1991 (as amended) and the Child and Family Agency Act 2013, to ensure that they receive ap-
propriate care.  The Agency may place the child in care, in a placement that meets the child’s 
needs.  Ninety two per cent of children in care are placed in family foster care.   

Under the Child Care Regulations 1995, each child in statutory care is required to have an 
allocated social worker whose statutory duties, include inter-alia, the preparation and review of 
a care plan, finding appropriate placements for and in consultation with the child, consideration 
of the wishes of the child and family including contact with parent(s), siblings and extended 
family, addressing education placement and health needs of the child, and visits to placements 
to ensure that it is meeting the child’s needs. 

At the end of April 2014, the Child and Family Agency state that there were 6,492, children 
in statutory care in a range of care settings, six of these children were placed in a residential 
disability unit.   

HIQA has advised that in cases where children are in the care of the State, with the agree-
ment of their parents that the same legal requirements of the Child and Family Agency are in 
place. 

HIQA has further advised that there are some children living in designated centres with the 
agreement of their families.  Such children are not in the care of the State and do not have to 
have a statutory care plan.  The parent(s) of such a child retain(s) full parental rights and there 
is no requirement for the child to have a social worker.

Under the “HIQA National Standards for Residential Services for Children and Adults with 
Disabilities”, all children who live in designated centres should have a clear care plan, which 
includes the voice of the child, and arrangements should be in place to safeguard children.  
Preparation for adult life and transition to adult services are important aspects of supporting 
and planning for children. 

Local Drugs Task Forces

08/07/2014WRCC03100769. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the service that the North East 
Regional Drugs and Alcohol Task Force has put in place to replace which was being provided 
by the Ana Liffey Drug Project; if the new service provides more or less hours of coverage than 
had been provided by the Ana Liffey Drug Project before funding for its service was withdrawn 
in 2013; if it provides the same range of equipment that was provided by the Ana Liffey Drug 
Project’s service; if it is cheaper or more expensive per hour of coverage than was the Ana 
Liffey Drug Project’s service; the rationale for discontinuing the needle and syringe programme 
service which had been provided by Ana Liffey; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29754/14]

08/07/2014WRCC03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): With effect from 
1 January 2014, operational and financial responsibility for Drugs Initiative projects supported 
by the North East Regional Drugs and Alcohol Task Force was transferred to the HSE.  In the 
circumstances, I have referred this matter to the HSE for direct reply. 

Drug Treatment Programmes Policy
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08/07/2014WRCC03300770. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will refocus spending in the 
area of drug policy on public health interventions in view of the need for comprehensive needle 
and syringe programme coverage, and the fact that the pharmacy needle exchange programme 
does not meet the needs of all who require needle and syringe programme services; the way he 
will increase needle and syringe programme services coverage here; if he will introduce medi-
cally supervised injecting centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29755/14]

08/07/2014WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In line with the 
Programme for Government and Action 34 of the National Drugs Strategy 2009-2016, it is 
Government policy to expand the availability of needle exchange services.  Such services great-
ly reduce the risk of the use of contaminated injecting equipment through providing sterilised 
needles, syringes and associated injecting paraphernalia.  They also reduce the dangers posed 
by discarded needles through the strong emphasis on the exchange of used supplies for new.  As 
well as the direct benefits of needle exchange services, they also bring people into contact with 
other services and increase the possibilities for further engagement aimed at reducing heroin 
use.

Needle exchange services are broadly available in the Dublin area through the HSE and 
voluntary sector organisations.  The Pharmacy Needle Exchange Programme (PNEP) has con-
tinued  to expand needle exchange services outside the Dublin area creating accessible harm 
reduction services within the community  pharmacy  setting.  By the end of 2013, there were 
97 pharmacies participating in the PNEP.  A further 30 pharmacies have been recruited to the 
programme in 2014 bringing the total participating to 127.

My Department has no plans to introduce medically supervised injecting centres at present.  
Rather my focus is on ensuring that there is an increased emphasis on providing the opportuni-
ties for people to move on from illicit drug use, through drug treatment and rehabilitation, to a 
drug-free life where that is achievable.

The HSE have completed a review of needle exchange provision in Ireland, which is due 
for publication shortly.

Hospital Staff

08/07/2014WRCC03500771. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown, 
in tabular form, of the number of formal complaints made by staff at Kerry General Hospital 
over the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29756/14]

08/07/2014WRCC03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

General Practitioner Services

08/07/2014WRCC03700772. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) in relation to the Health Service Executive payments for out of hours GP 
consultations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29770/14]

08/07/2014WRCC03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

08/07/2014WRCC03900773. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health if he will consider including 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease on the Health Service Executive list of long-term ill-
nesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29771/14]

08/07/2014WRCC04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Long Term Ill-
ness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 1970 (as amended).  
Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions covered by the Long 
Term Illness Scheme.  There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long 
Term Illness scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces 
the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

Under the provisions of the Health Acts, medical cards are provided to persons who are, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive (HSE), unable without undue hardship to arrange 
GP services for themselves and their dependants.  In the assessment process, the HSE can take 
into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.  Those who are not eligible 
for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of GP 
consultations. 

Medical Card Eligibility

08/07/2014WRCC04100774. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will consider including 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease on the medical card review (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29772/14]

08/07/2014WRCC04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
has decided to develop a new policy framework providing for eligibility for a range of appropri-
ate health services to take account of medical conditions.  The HSE has established an Expert 
Panel to examine the range of conditions and services that should be considered as part of this 
process.  A public consultation has also been undertaken to seek the views of the public, includ-
ing patients, patient representative groups and professional bodies.  The submissions received 
will inform the work of the Expert Panel.  Approximately 3,143 public submissions have been 
received by the HSE to date.  

The panel has been asked to report to the Director General of the Health Service by Sep-
tember 2014.

Water Fluoridation

08/07/2014WRCC04300775. Deputy Gabrielle McFadden asked the Minister for Health if he will state categori-
cally that the fluoride concentrations in the public drinking water pose no known medical prob-
lems to the general public.  [29779/14]

08/07/2014WRCC04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The level of fluo-
ride in drinking water in Ireland has been set at between 0.6-0.8 parts per million.  This level of 
fluoride is deemed optimal for protecting the oral health of all age groups.  European Council 
Directive 98/83 allows for a maximum permitted concentration of fluoride in drinking water up 
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to 1.5mg/litre (or parts per million), almost twice the maximum level permitted in Ireland.  In 
2011 a review by the European Union Scientific Committee on Health and Environmental Risk 
(SCHER) concluded that there are no known negative health implications from fluoridating wa-
ter at levels used in the EU.  The balance of scientific evidence worldwide confirms that water 
fluoridation, i.e. the adjustment of the natural concentration of fluoride in drinking water to the 
optimal recommended level for the prevention of dental caries, does not cause any ill effects 
and protects the oral health of the population. 

The Department of Health keeps the policy of water fluoridation under constant review.  As 
part of this ongoing work, a review of evidence on the impact of water fluoridation at its current 
level on the health of the population and on the environment is being conducted by the Health 
Research Board on behalf of the Department.  This review is due to be completed by December 
2014. 

The Department is also collaborating in a University College Cork-led research project, 
“Fluoride and Caring for Children’s Teeth” (FACCT).  The study will consider the impact of 
changes on the oral health of children, following policy decisions relating to toothpaste use by 
infants and young children made in 2002 and the reduction in the level of fluoridation in drink-
ing water introduced in 2007.  In addition, a study on general and oral health findings in adults 
linked to the duration of exposure to fluoridated water as part of the Irish Longitudinal Study on 
Aging (TILDA) has commenced.

Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRCC04500776. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an application 
for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29795/14]

08/07/2014WRCC04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Mental Health Services Provision

08/07/2014WRCC04700777. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the progress being made with 
the transfer of a person (details supplied) in County Galway from a hospital in England to the 
Central Mental Hospital in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29796/14]

08/07/2014WRCC04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Health Services

08/07/2014WRCC04900778. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene and secure 
an urgent residential placement in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois whose 
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quality of life is being diminished; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29814/14]

08/07/2014WRCC05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRDD00150Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRDD00200779. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29815/14]

08/07/2014WRDD00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRDD00350Hospital Consultants Contract Issues

08/07/2014WRDD00400780. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 567 of 15 April 2014, the number of private patients seen by each of the consultants in each 
of the past five years; the type of contract each consultant is on and their individual speciality; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29826/14]

08/07/2014WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand that the Health Service Execu-
tive wrote to the Deputy on 23rd June in this matter. In relation to the Deputy’s further question 
on this issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to him directly.

08/07/2014WRDD00550Hospital Transfers

08/07/2014WRDD00600781. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Wicklow will be transferred to the National Rehabilitation Hospital as a matter of ur-
gency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29828/14]

08/07/2014WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRDD00750Hospital Services

08/07/2014WRDD00800782. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will have a procedure carried out in St. James Hospital, Dublin.  [29829/14]

08/07/2014WRDD00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.
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08/07/2014WRDD00950Medical Card Reviews

08/07/2014WRDD01000783. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health if a full medical card will be rein-
stated under the new discretionary guidelines in respect of persons (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29838/14]

08/07/2014WRDD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person,  with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced issuing letters to the persons concerned and this process should be 
concluded by the first two weeks of July. No action is required on the part of those affected as 
the HSE will be in contact. If people do not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact 
the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access 
medical card and GP visit card services in the normal manner when they have been advised by 
the HSE that their medical card or GP visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRDD01150Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

08/07/2014WRDD01200784. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 433 of 1 July 2014, the administrative basis upon which health care will be made 
available under the forthcoming redress for women who were in certain institutions Bill 2014, 
for qualifying women living abroad.  [29845/14]

08/07/2014WRDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Access to health services for participants liv-
ing abroad will be dealt with on an administrative basis by the HSE due to the wide variation of 
country health system’s organisation. 

Arrangements to be put in place will be dependent on, and appropriate to, the specific cir-
cumstances of the individual and the country of residence and its health system organisation.

08/07/2014WRDD01350Medical Card Applications

08/07/2014WRDD01400785. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29857/14]
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08/07/2014WRDD01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/07/2014WRDD01550Hospital Facilities

08/07/2014WRDD01600786. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
use of part of Dingle Hospital for office space (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29858/14]

08/07/2014WRDD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the issue 
raised by the Deputy in Parliamentary Question 22864/14 was a service matter the question was 
forwarded to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. In this context I understand that the 
HSE replied to the Deputy on the 28th May

08/07/2014WRDD01750Hospital Appointment Delays

08/07/2014WRDD01800787. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange to have a person 
(details supplied) in County Wexford, who is in severe pain, dealt with as a matter of urgency 
by the Health Service Executive.  [29869/14]

08/07/2014WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

08/07/2014WRDD01950Drugs Payment Scheme Threshold

08/07/2014WRDD02000788. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will consider reducing the 
ceiling of the drug refund scheme in Budget 2015.  [29899/14]

08/07/2014WRDD02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the Drug 
Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the 
cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medi-
cal services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the as-
sessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred 
by an individual or a family. Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to 
avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of GP consultations.

There are no plans to alter the Drug Payment Scheme threshold. 
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08/07/2014WRDD02150Insurance Levy

08/07/2014WRDD02200789. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on calls to reverse 
the levy on private health insurers for use of private beds in public hospitals in Budget 2015; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29901/14]

08/07/2014WRDD02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Prior to January 2014 private in-patients in 
public hospitals were subject to maintenance charges that generally ranged from €586 to €1,046 
per day when they were accommodated in a private designated bed.  However, in an emergency 
admission if a private designated bed was not available and a private in-patient was accommo-
dated in a public bed, the maintenance charge was not levied, although the private in-patient 
continued to pay the fees of his/her hospital consultant.

The Comptroller and Auditor General estimated in his 2010 Annual Report that 45% of in-
patients treated privately by their consultants were not charged for their maintenance in public 
hospitals because they were not occupying designated private beds. That situation represented a 
significant loss of income to the public hospital system and an indirect subsidy to private insur-
ance companies, who cover most private patients. In effect, private patients were not meeting 
the costs of the hospital services they used.  It was, and is, my belief that situation could not 
continue and that the new charges makes sense. 

While everyone is entitled to use a public hospital, an essential element of the eligibility 
arrangements is that the public or private status of a patient must be specified on admission to 
hospital.  Where a patient elects to be treated privately by a consultant the hospital must treat 
that patient as a private patient. 

The Government believes that users of private services should pay for the costs of providing 
these services even when they are provided by a public hospital and on that basis introduced 
legislation in 2013 to amend Section 55 of the Health Act 1970 which provides for the charging 
of private in-patients. Since 1 January 2014, private in-patients in public hospitals are subject to 
charges that range from €329 to €1,000 per day. It is not intended to reverse this policy.

08/07/2014WRDD02350Speech and Language Therapy

08/07/2014WRDD02400790. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for speech 
and language therapy for public health patients in County Mayo; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29909/14]

08/07/2014WRDD02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/07/2014WRDD02550Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

08/07/2014WRDD02600791. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to add iports to the cat-
egory of approved products under the long term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29919/14]

08/07/2014WRDD02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive (HSE) is responsible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, 
the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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Question No. 792 answered with Question No. 733.

08/07/2014WRDD02850Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRDD02900793. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
details of increments paid since 2008 in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30532/14]

08/07/2014WRDD03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy has 
been obtained from PeoplePoint, the HR Shared Service and is outlined as follows. 

Information for the years 2008  to 2010 includes staff of the Department of Children, which 
was established in 2011.

Year No. of Increments Paid
2008 277
2009 241
2010 218
2011 165
2012 138
2013 128
2014 40

08/07/2014WRDD03050Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/07/2014WRDD03100794. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the number of retired 
civil and public servants that have been rehired on temporary contracts or as consultants under 
his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those figures in tabular form, providing associated 
costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30557/14]

08/07/2014WRDD03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy 
in respect of retired civil and public servants re-hired on temporary fixed term contracts in my 
Department is as follows.

Grade Number Current Annual Salary
Special Adviser 1 €61,966
Civilian Driver 2 €32,965

The pensions of these staff are subject to pension abatement rules.

The information in relation to retired civil and public servants re-hired as consultants  to 
carry out work for my Department is currently being collated and will be forwarded to the 
Deputy as soon as it is available.

08/07/2014WRDD03250Road Traffic Offences

08/07/2014WRDD03300795. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if his Department is working in conjunction with An Garda Síochána and the criminal justice 
working group in examining the feasibility of introducing an electronic system of recording all 
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data relating to road-users and their vehicles, including information on road traffic offences, and 
similar to the system in place in the United Kingdom which has a centralised database known 
as the DVLA located in Swansea.  [29550/14]

08/07/2014WRDD03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Criminal Jus-
tice Working Group was established following the publication, in March 2014, of the Report of 
the Garda Síochána Inspectorate into the Fixed Charge Processing System. The function of the 
Group is to oversee and facilitate the implementation of the recommendations contained in the 
Inspectorate Report.    

The National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) contains the centralised vehicle and driver 
records in Ireland, including details of driver licensing, penalty points, and motor taxation. A 
number of the recommendations in the Inspectorate Report highlight the need to maintain the 
most accurate and up-to-date driver licence information to be accessed by all relevant State 
bodies. The availability of this information will assist in the endorsement of penalty points on 
driving licences and the collection of unpaid fines. The Group is examining all possible options 
and will take into account systems operating in other jurisdictions.  

08/07/2014WRDD03450Rural Transport Programme

08/07/2014WRDD03500796. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of staff currently employed by the rural transport programme who will be made redun-
dant due to the restructuring of the programme into the 18 transport co-ordination units; the re-
dundancy package that is being offered to those staff members; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29718/14]

08/07/2014WRDD03600797. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of staff currently employed by the rural transport programme who will be made redun-
dant due to the restructuring of the programme into the 18 transport co-ordination units; the re-
dundancy package that is being offered to those staff members; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29721/14]

08/07/2014WRDD03700799. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of staff currently employed by the rural transport programme that will be made redundant 
due to the restructuring of the programme into the 18 transport co-ordination units and the re-
dundancy package that is being offered to those staff.  [29929/14]

08/07/2014WRDD03800815. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of staff currently employed by the Rural Transport Programme who will have their po-
sitions made redundant due to the restructuring of the programme into the 18 Transport co-ordi-
nation units; if there will be a specific redundancy package offered to staff that find themselves 
losing their jobs with this programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29445/14]

08/07/2014WRDD03900817. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of staff currently employed by the rural transport programme who will be made redundant due 
to the restructuring of the programme into the 18 transport co-ordination units; and the redun-
dancy package that is being offered.  [29497/14]

08/07/2014WRDD04000821. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number of 
staff currently employed by the rural transport scheme who will be made redundant due to the 
restructuring of the programme into the 18 transport co-ordination units; and the redundancy 
package that is being offered.  [29508/14]
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08/07/2014WRDD04100822. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of rural transport programme staff who will be made redundant as a result of the restructur-
ing of the programme into the 18 transport co-ordination units; the terms of the redundancy 
package being offered to staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29510/14]

08/07/2014WRDD04200823. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of staff currently employed by the rural transport programme who will be made redundant due 
to the restructuring of the programme into the 18 transport co-ordination units and the redun-
dancy package being offered to those staff.  [29513/14]

08/07/2014WRDD04300824. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport in view of the rural transport programme being restructured into 18 transport co-ordina-
tion units, the number of staff currently employed by the rural transport programme who will 
be made redundant as a result of this change; if there will be a redundancy package offered to 
those staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29525/14]

08/07/2014WRDD04400825. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of staff currently employed by the rural transport programme that will be made redundant due 
to the restructuring of the programme into the 18 transport co-ordination units; the redundancy 
package being offered to those staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29532/14]

08/07/2014WRDD04500831. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of staff currently employed by the rural transport programme who will be made redundant 
due to the restructuring of the programme into the 18 transport co-ordination units; and the 
redundancy package being offered to those staff.  [29707/14]

08/07/2014WRDD04600832. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the detail of the proposed restructuring of the rural transport programme; the impact that the 
creation of the 18 transport co-ordination units will have on current employment levels across 
the sector; the terms that will apply in the case of staff being made redundant as a consequence 
of the changes taking place; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29724/14]

08/07/2014WRDD04700838. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of staff currently employed under the rural transport programme who will be made redun-
dant due to the restructuring of the said programme into the 18 transport co-ordination units; 
the redundancy package that is being offered to those staff; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [29873/14]

08/07/2014WRDD04800843. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of staff currently employed by the rural transport programme who will be made redundant 
due to the restructuring of the programme into 18 transport co-ordination units; the redundancy 
package that is being offered to those staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29917/14]

08/07/2014WRDD04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 796, 797, 799, 815, 817, 821 to 825, inclusive, 831, 
832, 838 and 843 together. 

Following a Government Decision in January 2012, responsibility for the integration of local 
and rural transport services, including management of the Rural Transport Programme (RTP), 
was assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 1st April 2012. This 
includes responsibility for implementing the restructuring of the RTP announced by me on 9th 
July 2013.

I have forwarded your specific questions to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my pri-
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vate office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

08/07/2014WRDD05050Cross-Border Projects

08/07/2014WRDD05100798. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
Narrow Water Bridge will form part of the Government proposals under the new programme 
for cross-Border co-operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29865/14]

08/07/2014WRDD05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is 
no doubt aware, I have confirmed many times through Parliamentary Questions and in other 
fora, the Government’s disappointment that the Narrow Water Bridge tender process resulted 
in a doubling of the initial costs budgeted for by the project partners for the construction of the 
bridge. I have also frequently confirmed, most recently in a Topical Issue Debate on 2 July, 
that given the budgetary constraints my Department is operating under it could not take on full 
responsibility for the increased project cost and the significant risks involved in the project.  
While I was willing to consider assisting with the shortfall, this was explicitly contingent on 
significant contributions from other parties, including the Northern Ireland Executive.   These 
commitments were not forthcoming within the timescale required for the INTERREG IVA 
programme.     

SEUPB then decided to withdraw its funding for the project and to re-allocate the funding 
to other eligible projects in the transport sector so as to ensure that the EU funds were not lost.  

As to the possibility of the Narrow Water bridge qualifying for funding under the INTER-
REG V programme, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is the lead Depart-
ment liaising with the SEUPB regarding the INTERREG V funding process. I understand that 
SEUPB has now published a draft Operational Programme for  public comment with a set of 
funding priorities.

Question No. 799 answered with Question No. 796.

08/07/2014WRDD05350Freedom of Information Data

08/07/2014WRDD05400800. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline in tabular form the total number of FOI requests per annum received by his Department 
between 2009 and to date in 2014; the totals refused, granted, part-granted, appealed; the num-
bers of successful appeals, part-successful appeals and refusals; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29076/14]

08/07/2014WRDD05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
being requested by the Deputy is being compiled and will be forwarded as soon as possible

08/07/2014WRDD05550Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRDD05600801. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical or career 
break, broken down by timeframe, that is, less than six months, six to 12 months, one to two 
years, two to three years, four to five years, and five years plus; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29093/14]
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08/07/2014WRDD05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information as 
requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

 

Duration  0-6 
months

 6-12 
months

 1-2 
years

 2-3 tears  4-5 
years

 5 years 
+

Total  

Number of 
staff   

0 2 0 0 0 0 2

There are three further staff who completed their career break but as part of the Department’s 
compliance with the Employment Control Framework, these individuals have been placed on 
the Redeployment Panel and are awaiting assignment.

08/07/2014WRDD05750Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRDD05800802. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form, the total photography costs for his Department since coming to office, 
inclusive of costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which 
photographers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with 
each occasion that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of pho-
tographers within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29110/14]

08/07/2014WRDD05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Photography 
costs incurred by my Department are on its website at the following link http://www.dttas.ie/
corporate/english/photography-costs.

It is the policy of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport that photography costs are 
kept to a minimum and services are provided in-house by staff.  Where services are contracted, 
best value is sought and a number of quotes are obtained. Services are contracted out on an 
exceptional basis only.   

08/07/2014WRDD05950Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRDD06000803. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide, in tabular form, the use of external public relations firms employed by his Department 
since coming to office; the list of uses of each external public relations firm; the internal Depart-
ment policy with regard to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29127/14]

08/07/2014WRDD06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department 
uses its own press office for promotional and publicity purposes as a matter of course, and only 
uses external public relations consultants in exceptional cases for Department-led campaigns 
such as National Bike Week.     

Reduction of costs across all activities continues to be a major focus of my Department.  All 
expenditure without exception is only made in the context of the rigorous evaluation processes 
set out in the Public Spending Code to ensure that the expenditure is required and that best value 
options are selected.

The information requested by the Deputy regarding National Bike Week is published on my 
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Department’s website and can be found at the following link, http://www.dttas.ie/corporate/
english/expenditure-external-services  for the period to 31 December 2013. My Department 
is the process of updating these figures to include the early part of 2014.

Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WREE00300804. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
amount spent on external IT consultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to 
date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29162/14]

08/07/2014WREE00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The total amount 
spent on external IT consultants by this Department in 2010 was €23,556.28, under the last 
government.  There has been no further expenditure on IT consultants by this Department since 
this current Government came to office.

Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WREE00600805. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment has renegotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [29181/14]

08/07/2014WREE00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
has not engaged in any external IT consultancy contracts since the change of government in 
March 2011.

08/07/2014WREE00800Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WREE00900806. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s 
remit made since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his De-
partment’s remit since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his 
Department’s remit publicly advertised since March 2011 to date; and the number of appoint-
ments to State boards under his remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  
[29199/14]

08/07/2014WREE01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
requested by the Deputy is being updated and will be forwarded as soon as possible.

08/07/2014WREE01100Road Traffic Legislation

08/07/2014WREE01200807. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
current legal maximum overall width of an agricultural trailer or piece of towed equipment 
weighing more than 3.5 tonnes that is being towed by a tractor and the changes to the widths 
that are proposed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29224/14]

08/07/2014WREE01300808. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
type of agricultural trailer or piece of towed equipment being towed by a tractor to which an 
overall width of 3 m applies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29225/14]
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08/07/2014WREE01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 807 and 808 together. 

Under regulation 17 of the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) (Amendment) 
(No. 2) Regulations 2014 (Weights and Coupling) (S.I. No. 253 of 2014), which I signed on 
the 10th June last, the overall width of an agricultural trailer or piece of interchangeable towed 
equipment with a Design Gross Vehicle Weight (DGVW) exceeding 3.5 tonnes is being in-
creased from 2.5 to 2.55 metres with effect from 1 January 2016. This is to align it with the 
requirement that is already applicable to goods trailers.

The following items will be disregarded in the calculation of the overall width of an agricul-
tural trailer or piece of interchangeable towed equipment:

– the projecting part of flotation tyres and associated mudguards protruding beyond the 
bodywork on each side of the vehicle up to a maximum of 100 millimetres, and

 – devices associated with hydraulic rear door opening mechanisms.

An exemption from compliance with the 2.55 metre default maximum width requirement 
applicable to agricultural trailers and pieces of interchangeable towed equipment applying from 
1st January 2016 has been included for any equipment mounted on a tractor’s three point link-
age. This is in addition to the exemption already in force for equipment used for grass-cutting, 
hedge trimming or forestry operations being transported during the day time. From  the 1st Jan-
uary 2016 date, this exemption will apply all year round whereas currently it applies during the 
months of July to October only. However, if such equipment is being transported at night time, 
it must comply with the requirements of the Lighting Regulations contained within Statutory 
Instrument 249 of 2014 – Road Traffic (Lighting of Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulations 2014.

Legislative Process

08/07/2014WREE01600809. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of Bills his Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory impact 
assessments that his Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29301/14]

08/07/2014WREE01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
requested by the Deputy is as follows:

Bills Published 

Road Traffic (No. 2) Bill 2011

Road Safety (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Bill 2011

Road Traffic (No.2) Bill 2013

Road Transport Bill 2011

Taxi Regulation Bill 2012

The National Tourism Development Authority (Amendment) Bill 2011

Transport (Córas Iompair Éireann and subsidiary companies borrowings) Bill 2012

Merchant Shipping (Registration of Ships) Bill 2013
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Roads Bill 2014

Vehicle Clamping Bill 2014

State Airports (Shannon Group) Bill 2014

RIAs Published 

RIA on Road Traffic (No. 2) Bill 2011

RIA on Road Safety (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Bill 2011

RIA on Road Transport Bill 2011

RIA on Taxi Regulation Bill 2012

RIA for consultation purposes on proposed changes to the Harbours Acts

RIA consultation purposes on a proposal for an EU Regulation establishing a framework on 
market access to port services and financial transparency of ports

RIA on the new regime for the registration of ships in Ireland.

RIA on Vehicle Clamping Bill 2014

RIA on draft general scheme of Sport Ireland Bill

RIA State Airports (Shannon Group) Bill 2014.

08/07/2014WREE01800Debt Collection

08/07/2014WREE01900810. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment or agencies under its auspices have engaged the services of a debt collection agency 
in pursuing money owed to his Department or its agencies; if his Department has guidelines 
regarding hiring such agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29338/14]

08/07/2014WREE02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
has not engaged the services of any debt collection agency and does not have guidelines re-
garding hiring such agencies. I will forward your query to the agencies under the aegis of my 
Department for them to reply to you directly, if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days please contact my private office.

08/07/2014WREE02100Sports Funding

08/07/2014WREE02200811. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form the clubs in Dublin that have yet to draw down moneys from previous 
rounds of sports funding; the names of the clubs; and the amount each club is to draw down. 
[29347/14]

08/07/2014WREE02300812. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form the clubs in Cork that have yet to draw down moneys from previous 
rounds of sports funding; the names of the clubs; and the amount each club is to draw down. 
[29348/14]
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08/07/2014WREE02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 811 and 812 together.

There are 529 Sports Capital Programme (SCP) grants still to be drawn down in Dublin.  
Some of these grants are fully outstanding while others have been partially paid.  Included in 
this number are 187 allocations which I made last week under the 2014 SCP. 

Given the large amount of information sought by the Deputy I will send the information 
requested under separate cover.  

08/07/2014WREE02500Services for People with Disabilities

08/07/2014WREE02600813. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding legislation in relation to disabled drivers’ parking cards (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29382/14]

08/07/2014WREE02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The disabled park-
ing card is issued on behalf of my Department by the Disabled Drivers Association of Ireland 
and the Irish Wheelchair Association.  The parking card is issued in accordance with regula-
tions, and terms and conditions are agreed between my Department and the two issuing bodies. 

In 2010, my Department conducted a comprehensive review of the disabled parking scheme, 
which led to a number of changes.  Among the issues considered in the review was eligibility 
for the permit.  Previously, the position was that diagnosis with certain conditions led to auto-
matic grant of a permit.  Following extensive consultation as part of the review, it was agreed 
that the conditions for eligibility would be revised to focus specifically on the level of mobility 
involved rather than on a given condition which might or might not involve mobility impair-
ment.  I subsequently amended the regulations to give effect to this.

The original purpose of the scheme was to provide for people with mobility impairments.  
For this reason, disabled parking bays are wider than standard parking bays, and are generally 
located in optimal positions, for example next to shops.  There was a widespread view at the 
time of the review that many people with mobility impairments were unable to find parking, 
and that a significant reason was the issue of permits to people who did not suffer from actual 
mobility impairments.

While I sympathise with the individual in the case mentioned by the Deputy, and other simi-
lar cases which have come to my attention, there are no plans to reverse the earlier decision, 
which was taken in light of the original purpose of the disabled parking scheme.

08/07/2014WREE02800Taxi Regulations

08/07/2014WREE02900814. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 is not being allowed to change the name on a taxi plate 
due to new regulations on transfers despite the fact that plate was purchased before these regu-
lations came into force.  [29421/14]

08/07/2014WREE03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Action 14 of the Taxi Regulation Review Report, 2011, recommended the prohibition 
on the transferability of small public service vehicle (SPSV) licences with effect from 1st Octo-
ber 2012. The underlying principle for the recommendation was that a licence should determine 
a person’s suitability to carry out a function and it should have no monetary value or be traded 
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on the open market. The Report’s recommendations were widely publicised to the industry, in-
cluding through the National Transport Authority (NTA) website, and industry updates, as well 
as on the various taxi forum websites. 

It was intended that the measure would be introduced with effect from 1st January 2013 by 
way of regulations to be made by the NTA who have statutory responsibility for the regulation 
of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) sector. However, it was concluded that it would be 
more appropriate to include such a provision in primary legislation. 

The measure was therefore included in Section 14(1) of the Taxi Regulation Act, 2013 
which was commenced with effect from the 6th April 2014.

In regard to the particular case raised by you, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working 
days.

  Question No. 815 answered with Question No. 796.

08/07/2014WREE03200Road Projects

08/07/2014WREE03300816. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport following recent improvement works to the Athlone bypass, if this road will be incorpo-
rated into the M6 motorway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29480/14]

08/07/2014WREE03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As regards the 
classification of the Athlone Bypass, in 2008 the National Roads Authority (NRA) made an 
application to my Department for the re-designation of the N6 Athlone Bypass as a motorway.  
This application was carefully considered but was ultimately turned down for various reasons, 
including the fact that this would result in pedestrians, cyclists and agricultural vehicles being 
prohibited from using the bypass which includes a bridge over the River Shannon. Given the 
lack of suitable alternative crossing points over the Shannon and that it would be undesirable to 
force large agricultural vehicles back into Athlone Town,  I have no plans to re-designate this 
road at present.

  Question No. 817 answered with Question No. 796.

08/07/2014WREE03600Road Projects

08/07/2014WREE03700818. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will detail 
the scheduling of pavement improvements to a section of the N71 in west Cork (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29498/14]

08/07/2014WREE03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects, such as 
the N71  is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads 
Act.
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Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/07/2014WREE03900Driver Licences

08/07/2014WREE04000819. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
driver licence transfer arrangements that exist between this State and individual Canadian prov-
inces; his plans to expand this to cover Alberta where a fully licensed Irish driver staying more 
than 12 months wishes to continue driving; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29501/14]

08/07/2014WREE04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Road Safety 
Authority (RSA), which takes responsibility for the negotiation on mutual recognition of driv-
ing licences with other jurisdictions, has been engaged for some time with the Canadian prov-
inces with the assistance of the Irish Embassy in Ottawa. 

It was decided to prioritise negotiations with Ontario due to the large number of Irish living 
there.  I understand from the RSA that agreements have been reached on virtually all details 
with Ontario, Manitoba, and Newfoundland and Labrador.  Difficulties that arose in relation to 
some aspects of the agreement have now been resolved and I expect that agreement with these 
provinces will be signed off shortly.

Negotiations have also commenced with the province of Alberta. 

08/07/2014WREE04200Driver Licences

08/07/2014WREE04300820. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will list the driver licence transfer arrangements that exist between this State and other non-EU 
countries; if any transfer arrangements are yet to be agreed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [29502/14]

08/07/2014WREE04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under EU law, 
Ireland and other EU Member States have mutual driver licensing exchange arrangements un-
der which a person holding a driving licence from another EU State, who is resident in this 
country, may exchange the licence for an Irish one without the requirement to undergo driving 
testing processes. 

Similar arrangements exist, for licence exchanges, in relation to a number of non-EU 
States with which Ireland has concluded bilateral exchange agreements.  We currently have 
such arrangements with the following countries:

- Australia

- Gibraltar

- Iceland

- Isle of Man

- Japan

- Jersey
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- Liechtenstein

- Norway

- New Zealand

- Republic of China (Taiwan)

- South Africa

- South Korea

- Switzerland

At present, negotiations are under way with the Canadian provinces with a view to reaching 
agreement on driver licence exchange. 

  Questions No. 821 to 825, inclusive, answered with Question No. 796.

08/07/2014WREE04600Road Safety

08/07/2014WREE04700826. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will in-
struct the National Roads Authority to immediately review the traffic flow arrangements at 
Owenahincha junction on the N71 at Rosscarbery, County Cork, noting the multiple road traffic 
accidents over many years which are frequent and which have unfortunately been fatal for some 
motorists and passengers; if will further note the willingness of adjoining landowners to facili-
tate any planned road improvements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29561/14]

08/07/2014WREE04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects (including 
traffic flow arrangements on the N71) is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accordance 
with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Separately, traffic management in its area is a matter for the relevant local authority, in this 
case Cork County Council, under the relevant Road Traffic Acts. 

Departmental Funding

08/07/2014WREE05000827. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding his Department provides for library services for persons with a visual im-
pairment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29584/14]

08/07/2014WREE05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The responsibility 
for funding library services for persons with a visual impairment does not fall within the remit 
of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.
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08/07/2014WREE05200Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WREE05300828. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; 
if he will provide details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap 
from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount of the increase sought. 
[29611/14]

08/07/2014WREE05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Mr. Brian Murphy 
is my Special Adviser.  His salary is €99,370.  This was granted on an exceptional basis as pro-
vided for in the government decision on salary scales for special advisors, as he came from a 
position in the private sector in which he was considerably better paid than now.

Mr. Nick Miller is my Press Adviser.  His salary is €84,706.

As the Deputy is aware, both Advisers had their pay cut last year as part of the Haddington 
Road Agreement.

08/07/2014WRFF00150Taxi Regulations

08/07/2014WRFF00200829. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
advisory committee of the National Transport Authority has come to a decision regarding the 
establishment of a new category of small public service vehicle, SPSV, licence for situations 
where non-standard taxi, hackney and limousine services are to be provided; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [29627/14]

08/07/2014WRFF00300830. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on adopting a similar approach to that taken in London regarding the possible establish-
ment of a new category of small public service vehicle, SPSV, licence for situations where 
non-standard taxi, hackney and limousine services are to be provided, whereby both taxi and 
private hire regulations exist, which govern both taxi and non-taxi vehicles operating in a public 
service capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29628/14]

08/07/2014WRFF00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 829 and 830 together.

The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is a matter for the Na-
tional Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act, 2013. I have 
referred your questions to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a response within 10 working days.

  Questions Nos. 831 and 832 answered with Question No. 796.

08/07/2014WRFF00550Departmental Agencies Expenditure

08/07/2014WRFF00600833. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the National 
Transport Authority’s annual spend on consultants, agency workers and any other non-public 
service staff or services. [29797/14]

08/07/2014WRFF00700834. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
the National Transport Authority spends on legal services, broken down per category, that is, 
public transport, taxi licensing and so on.  [29798/14]
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08/07/2014WRFF00800835. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of permanent staff that have been assigned to the National Transport Authority and the grade of 
same. [29799/14]

08/07/2014WRFF00900850. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
total expenditure of the National Transport Authority on all staffing costs including consultants, 
agency workers and any other outsourced staffing costs. [29956/14]

08/07/2014WRFF01000851. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
total expenditure incurred by the National Transport Authority on legal services, with a break-
down on the costs involved in legal proceedings relating to the provision of public transport 
services and matters relating to the taxi industry.  [29958/14]

08/07/2014WRFF01100852. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of permanent staff assigned to the National Transport Authority, with a breakdown of 
the rank and grade of each permanent staff member working in the NTA.  [29959/14]

08/07/2014WRFF01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 833 to 835, inclusive, and 850 to 852, inclusive, together.

The issues raised are matters for the National Transport Authority and I have forwarded the 
Deputies’ questions to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within ten working days.

08/07/2014WRFF01250Proposed Legislation

08/07/2014WRFF01300836. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport regard-
ing the Vehicle Clamping Bill 2014, if there will be a review or appeal procedure which will 
enable parties not satisfied with the outcome of the appeal by a parking controller or a clamping 
appeals officer to have recourse to the courts; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29821/14]

08/07/2014WRFF01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Vehicle 
Clamping Bill 2014 provides for a two-stage appeals process. A person whose vehicle has been 
clamped or relocated may make a first-stage appeal to the person responsible for enforcing the 
law or rules applicable to parking in a particular place, referred to in the Bill as the “parking 
controller”. Where a person is not satisfied with the determination of the parking controller, 
they may make a second-stage appeal to an independent clamping appeals officer appointed by 
the National Transport Authority.  The appeals process provided for in the Bill does not interfere 
with the rights of any citizen to have recourse to the Courts.

08/07/2014WRFF01450Sports Capital Programme Applications

08/07/2014WRFF01500837. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding an application for a quad slide in respect of a club (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29856/14]

08/07/2014WRFF01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The organisation referred to by the Deputy submitted a valid application for a grant 
under the 2014 Sports Capital Programme.  With 2,036 applications received under the 2014 
Programme seeking funding of almost €160m it was unfortunately not possible to fund all valid 
applications.  The 2014 Sports Capital Programme is now closed and all the monies under this 
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round have been allocated.

  Question No. 838 answered with Question No. 796.

08/07/2014WRFF01750Rural Transport Programme

08/07/2014WRFF01800839. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the roll-out of the revised rural transport programme; the timelines that 
are envisaged for its completed restructuring and integration; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [29875/14]

08/07/2014WRFF01900840. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the roll-out of the restructured rural transport programme in County 
Kildare; the progress that has been made to date; the issues that remain outstanding; when he 
expects the restructuring in County Kildare to be completed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [29876/14]

08/07/2014WRFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 839 and 840 together.

Following a Government Decision in January 2012, responsibility for the integration of local 
and rural transport services, including management of the Rural Transport Programme (RTP), 
was assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 1st April 2012. This 
includes responsibility for implementing the restructuring of the RTP announced by me on 
9th July 2013.  I have referred your questions on the restructuring to the NTA for direct reply. 
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

08/07/2014WRFF02050Driver Licences

08/07/2014WRFF02100841. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form a status report on mutual recognition of Irish driver licences with all 
the Canadian provinces and territories; the current status of Irish driver licences recognition for 
Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Manitoba, British Columbia, Prince Edward 
Island, Saskatchewan, Alberta, Newfoundland and Labrador, Northwest Territories, Yukon and 
Nunavut; if he will provide an update on activities by the Road Safety Authority and the Em-
bassy of Ireland in Ottawa on having Irish driver licences recognised and setting up a reciprocal 
recognition scheme between each jurisdiction where recognition is not yet established; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [29887/14]

08/07/2014WRFF02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Road Safety 
Authority (RSA), which takes responsibility for the negotiation on mutual recognition of driv-
ing licences with other jurisdictions, has been engaged for some time with the Canadian prov-
inces with the assistance of the Irish Embassy in Ottawa.  It was decided to prioritise negotia-
tions with Ontario due to the large number of Irish living there.  I understand from the RSA that 
agreements have been reached on virtually all details with Ontario, Manitoba, and Newfound-
land and Labrador.  Difficulties that arose in relation to some aspects of the agreement have 
now been resolved and I expect that agreement with these provinces will be signed off shortly.

08/07/2014WRFF02250Transport Licence Applications
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08/07/2014WRFF02300842. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the position regarding a transport licence application in respect of a company (details supplied) 
in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29907/14]

08/07/2014WRFF02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

  Question No. 843 answered with Question No. 796.

08/07/2014WRFF02550Sports Facilities Expenditure

08/07/2014WRFF02600844. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide in tabular form the extent of capital or current funding provided for sporting or cul-
tural activities in each of the Twenty-six Counties for each of the past four years, both from the 
proceeds of the national lottery and other sources; the proposed future expenditure from each 
source for the coming year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29945/14]

08/07/2014WRFF02700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): In relation to the Sports Capital Programme and the Local Authority Swimming Pool 
Programme the information for the past four years is available on the Department’s website at 
www.dttas.ie.  Because both programmes are demand-led it is not possible to estimate future 
expenditure but the figure for the D3 Subhead (SCP) for 2014 is €23m.  The corresponding 
figure for the D4 Subhead (LASPP) is €10.3m.

The Irish Sports Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with 
responsibility for the allocation of current funding to National Governing Bodies of Sport, ath-
letes and local sports partnerships throughout the country. Funding provided by my Department 
to the Council in each of the past four years is outlined in the table. I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the Council for information in relation to the allocation of funding in each county. I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply is not received with 10 days.  An amount 
of €42.496m is being provided to the Irish Sports Council in 2014.

My Department also provides capital funding to the National Sports Campus Development 
Authority for the development of the National Sports Campus in Abbotstown, Blanchardstown. 
Capital funding provided to the Authority in each of the past four years is outlined in the table. 
An amount of €15.9m is being provided in 2014, which includes €13m in stimulus funding for 
the commencement of work on a National Indoor Arena. 

- 2010 2011 2012 2013
ISC current €49.572m €46.837m €44.495m €43.448m
NSCDA capital €1.347m €0.676m €3.9m €7.965m

08/07/2014WRFF02750Ministerial Travel

08/07/2014WRFF02800845. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide in tabular form the amount of money spent on trips as part of foreign delegations 
for each of the past four years; and the proposed expenditure for 2014, providing detailed aims 
and objectives of the trip.  [29947/14]

08/07/2014WRFF02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Spending on for-
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eign travel and subsistence by all three Ministers in my Department is published on the Depart-
mental website dttas.ie and is updated regularly. This includes my overseas programme and that 
of my Ministerial colleagues for 2014.

08/07/2014WRFF02950Departmental Agencies Expenditure

08/07/2014WRFF03000846. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide in tabular form the funding spent by Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland for each of 
the past four years; and the proposed expenditure this year on promoting tourism for Ireland.  
[29949/14]

08/07/2014WRFF03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Information in 
relation to expenditure by both agencies is available in their published Annual Reports and Ac-
counts. The 2013 Annual Reports and Accounts will be approved later this year.  In relation to 
planned overseas promotion expenditure for 2014, Tourism Ireland’s approved business plan, 
which includes funding from Northern Ireland, has an agreed total budget provision of €58.029 
million this year.  I have referred the question to both Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland for 
any further information they are able to provide.  Please contact my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within ten working days.

08/07/2014WRFF03150Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRFF03200847. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide in tabular form the amount of money spent on private consultants for each of the 
past four years; and the proposed expenditure for 2014 providing detailed aims and objectives 
of the contact. [29951/14]

08/07/2014WRFF03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
requested by the Deputy is available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://
www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-external-services.  This includes details of spend-
ing on consultants and other forms of external spending. The figures available cover up to the 
end of 2013 and we are currently in the process of updating information for 2014. The allocation 
in my Department’s budget for consultancy services for 2014 is provisionally set at €599,000.

08/07/2014WRFF03350Sports Capital Programme Administration

08/07/2014WRFF03400848. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will annualise the sports capital grants scheme. [29953/14]

08/07/2014WRFF03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): There are no plans at present to annualise the Sports Capital Programme.

08/07/2014WRFF03550Departmental Agencies

08/07/2014WRFF03600849. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding that would be saved if Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland were amalgamated. 
[29954/14]

08/07/2014WRFF03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Tourism Ireland 
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was established  following the Good Friday Agreement and is accountable to the North South 
Ministerial Council with funding provided by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Invest-
ment in Northern Ireland and my own Department.  Its primary remit is to promote the island 
of Ireland as a tourist destination overseas and it works closely with Fáilte Ireland, the Northern 
Ireland Tourist Board (NITB), and the tourism industry in delivering its remit. By adding mar-
keting investment from the two jurisdictions, Tourism Ireland gains greater purchasing power 
and voice in overseas markets.

Fáilte Ireland was established under the National Tourism Development Authority Act 2003, 
following the amalgamation of Bord Fáilte Éireann and CERT.  Its primary functions are the 
development of quality tourism product, domestic tourism marketing, tourism standards, en-
terprise support, capability building and human resource development for the tourism industry.  
The amalgamation of Failte Ireland and Tourism Ireland would require substantive changes to 
the statutory and North/South frameworks underpinning the two agencies, which could only 
progress within a wider political and institutional framework. It is therefore not possible to pro-
vide an estimate but I do not anticipate that it would yield substantial savings.

  Questions Nos. 850 to 852, inclusive, answered with Question No. 833.

08/07/2014WRFF03850Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/07/2014WRFF03900853. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form details of increments paid since 2008 in his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30536/14]

08/07/2014WRFF04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Details of the in-
crements paid in my Department from 2008 to date are outlined in the table.

Increments awarded 2008-2014

Grade/Equivalent  2008  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014 
Clerical Officer 105 93 92 79 60 48 16
Staff Officer 12 8 10 8 4 3 0
Executive Officer 56 49 47 35 31 7 7
Higher Executive Of-
ficer

42 36 25 35 31 19 12

Assistant Principal Of-
ficer

25 30 47 31 39 31 7

Principal Officer 12 14 13 12 13 10 3
Service Officer 6 7 5 3 4 0 0
Administrative Officer 30 33 24 24 29 33 7
Assistant Secretary 1 1 0 1 1 1 0
Total 289 271 263 228 212 172 52

08/07/2014WRGG00150Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/07/2014WRGG00200854. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the number of retired civil and public servants that have been rehired on temporary contracts 
or as consultants under his remit; if he will provide a breakdown of those figures in tabular 
form, providing associated costs of such rehiring; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
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[30561/14]

08/07/2014WRGG00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Three retired civil 
and public servants have been re-hired on temporary contracts or as consultants at present in my 
Department.  A breakdown of same is contained in the table below.

Grade Per diem rate
Principal Officer € 360.91 per diem
Radio Officer Grade III € 191.47 per diem
Radio Officer Grade III € 191.47 per diem

08/07/2014WRGG00350Early Child Care Education

08/07/2014WRGG00400855. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a child (de-
tails supplied) will be accepted for the early childhood care and education scheme. [29007/14]

08/07/2014WRGG00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is a free and universal programme which pro-
vides a free pre-school year to all eligible children. 

Children are eligible to avail of the free pre-school year where they are aged more than 3 
years 2 months and less than 4 years 7 months at 1 September in the relevant year.  Children 
born between 2 February 2010 and 30 June 2011 will qualify for the free pre-school year in 
September 2014 and  children born between 2 February 2011 and 30 June 2012 will qualify for 
the programme in September 2015.

The child in question was born in August 2011 and is below the age range for eligibility 
for the programme in the school year 2014/15.  The child is not being denied access to the pro-
gramme and will qualify for the free pre-school provision in the school year 2015/16.  There is 
no provision under the programme to enrol children who are below the qualifying age.

The objective of the ECCE programme is to make early learning in a formal setting avail-
able to eligible children in the year before they commence primary school.  To achieve this, 
services participating in the pre-school year are expected to provide age-appropriate activities 
and programmes to children within a particular age cohort.  For this reason, it is appropriate to 
set minimum and maximum limits to the age range within which children will qualify.

08/07/2014WRGG00550Education Welfare Service Staff

08/07/2014WRGG00600856. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
has he taken to provide an education welfare officer for the Dublin 15 area; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [29303/14]

08/07/2014WRGG00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy 
will be aware the functions and operational responsibilities of the former National Educational 
Welfare Board (NEWB) are now part of the Child and Family Agency, which was established 
on 1 January 2014. Since this date the staff of the former NEWB, including its Education Wel-
fare Officers (EWOs), have transferred to the new Agency. The three service strands formerly 
under the remit of NEWB – the statutory Educational Welfare Service and the school support 
programme services (Home-School Community Liaison Scheme and the School Completion 
Programme) under the DEIS strategy – collectively form the Educational Welfare Services 
of the new Agency. Within the Agency, the statutory Education Welfare Service has specific 
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responsibility for the Agency’s general function to ensure that each child attends a recognised 
school or otherwise receives a certain minimum education.  The appointment of EWOs is a 
function of the Child and Family Agency.

I have been advised that the position of EWO in Dublin 15 has been vacant, on account of 
a number of circumstances, since April 2012. I have also been advised that arrangements are in 
place so that schools in the area continue to have access to support from the Education Welfare 
Service and that currently this support is being provided by the Senior EWO in the area. The 
Agency has advised me that it has become necessary to prioritise those cases where students are 
out of school, expelled or have special education needs in complex situations. 

The Agency has advised me that a reorganisation of Educational Welfare Services within 
available resources in the greater Dublin area is being undertaken at present with a view to pro-
viding an improved service in a number of areas, including Dublin 15.

Vacancies that arise in staffing in the front line services for children and young people at risk 
of early school leaving are kept under review and will be prioritised by the Agency, in consul-
tation with my Department, in so far as possible working within Government policy on public 
service numbers and the moratorium on recruitment. 

08/07/2014WRGG00750School Completion Programme

08/07/2014WRGG00800857. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a pro-
gramme (details supplied) in County Cork will experience a cut to its budget for the next school 
year; if so the amount of same; the way this programme is expected to continue with its invalu-
able service to students with reduced resources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29384/14]

08/07/2014WRGG00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The School Com-
pletion Programme (SCP) aims to retain young people in the formal education system to com-
pletion of senior cycle and to generally improve the school attendance, participation and reten-
tion of its target cohort. The SCP is a targeted intervention aimed at those school communities 
identified through the Department of Education and Skills’ DEIS Action Plan for Educational 
Inclusion. It involves 124 locally managed projects, including Le Chéile SCP, and related initia-
tives operating across 470 primary and 224 post-primary schools to provide targeted supports 
to approximately 36,000 children and young people. The programme’s project model approach 
gives local communities the autonomy to devise innovative approaches to address the needs of 
young people most at risk of early school leaving. 

Since its establishment, the Child and Family Agency has operational responsibility for 
the School Completion Programme, including the allocation of funds to projects within the 
programme. As with all major spending programmes, the School Completion Programme bud-
get was subject to examination under the terms of the 2011 Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure (CRE). This process identified a requirement for savings of 6.5% per annum across 
the programme over the period 2012 to 2014. In 2014, €24.456m has been made available to 
the Agency for the programme. The potential for any changes in the funding allocated to this 
programme in future years is a matter to be considered in the estimates and budgetary process 
having regard to the resources available to Government. 

I am advised that proposals are in process of being formulated by the Agency in relation 
to the funding for SCP projects in the coming 2014/2015 academic year, based on Retention 
Plans submitted to the Agency by SCP Projects for the next cycle of the programme within 
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the available funding parameters notified to projects. As with all 124 projects, and in line with 
CRE requirements, Le Chéile SCP, which involves 1 post-primary and 4 primary schools, has 
been requested to plan for a reduction of 6.5% on its 2013/14 allocated budget of €264,426. 
The Agency will continue to work closely with the Local Management Committee, schools and 
local SCP co-ordinator to assist the project in this process.

08/07/2014WRGG00950Children in Care

08/07/2014WRGG01000858. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children in care with a disability; and the number of these children who have an al-
located social worker. [28993/14]

08/07/2014WRGG01100859. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children in care with an allocated social worker by year end in 2013; and the present 
number of children in care with an allocated social worker. [28994/14]

08/07/2014WRGG01200860. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
current number of children in care with a statutory care plan; and the number of children by year 
end in 2013 who had a statutory care plan. [28995/14]

08/07/2014WRGG01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 858 to 860, inclusive, together.

The Child and Family Agency compiles monthly performance reports which include sta-
tistics in relation to children in care.  These reports are published on the Agency’s website. At 
the end of December 2013 there were 6,462 children in care. Of these 92% (number 5,935) had 
an allocated Social Worker and 87% (number 5,648) had a written care plan. The latest report 
available shows that at the end of April 2014 there were 6,492 children in care; 93% (no 6,023) 
had an allocated social worker and 90% (no 5,868) had an up to date written care plan.

Data in relation to children in care with a disability has been collected since 2013. This is 
collected annually on the last day of September. For the purposes of data collection, it is defined 
as: ‘The number of children in care by care type who have a diagnosis of a moderate and/or 
severe disability as assessed by a clinical specialist on the last day of the reporting period.’

The Agency has advised that in September 2013,  537 children of the 6,461 children in care 
were diagnosed as having a moderate or severe disability.  The Agency has advised that they do 
not specifically collate information in relation to the number of children in care with a disability 
who have an allocated social worker.

08/07/2014WRGG01350Freedom of Information Requests

08/07/2014WRGG01400861. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
outline in tabular form per annum from 2009 to date in 2014 the total number of freedom of 
information, FOI, requests received by his Department; the total refused; total granted; total 
part granted; total appealed; total successfully appealed; total part successfully appealed; total 
refusals; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29063/14]

08/07/2014WRGG01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information 
requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below and is with effect from the date of the es-
tablishment of my Department, 2 June 2011.
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Year Total 
Re-
ceived

Refused Grant-
ed

Part 
Grant-
ed

Ap-
pealed/
Part 
Ap-
pealed

Appeals/
Part 
Appeals 
-Success-
ful/Re-
fused

*With-
drawn/
Dealt 
with 
Outside 
of FOI

*Car-
ried 
over at 
Year 
End*

2011 6 1 5 0 1 1 Appeal 
Successful

0

2012 32 2 18 1 1 Ap-
peal

1 Appeal 
Successful

4 7

2013 30 1 23 1 1 Part 
Appeal

1 Part 
Appeal  
-Refused

4 8

2014 21 0 13 2 0 0 1

08/07/2014WRGG01550Departmental Staff Career Breaks

08/07/2014WRGG01600862. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of staff in his Department currently on a sabbatical or career 
break broken down by timeframe, that is, zero to six months, six to 12 months, one to two years, 
two to three years, four to five years, and five years plus; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29080/14]

08/07/2014WRGG01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information 
requested by the Deputy on the number of staff in my Department currently on a sabbatical/
career break by duration is set out as requested in tabular form below.

Currently by duration 0-6 
months

6-12 
months

 1-2 
years

2-3 years 4-5 years 5 years 

No. of staff 0 0 1 0 1 0

08/07/2014WRGG01750Departmental Expenditure

08/07/2014WRGG01800863. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will pro-
vide in tabular form, the total photography costs for his Department since his coming to office, 
inclusive of costs incurred from use of the ministerial allowance; the list of occasions for which 
photographers were booked; the photographers used; the breakdown of costs associated with 
each occasion that a photographer was used; if there is a policy regarding the booking of pho-
tographers within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29097/14]

08/07/2014WRGG01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I assumed office 
on 8  May 2014 and since that date no photography costs have been incurred by my Department.

It is the policy of my Department to keep costs in relation to the use of photographers to a 
minimum. My Department has a detailed project planning process for each event and the deci-
sion to book a photographer is based on the merits of the event. Increasingly my Department 
utilises its own staff to take photographs in-house thereby reducing costs. 

Public Relations Contracts Data
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08/07/2014WRGG02000864. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
provide, in tabular form, the use of external public relations firms employed by his Department 
since coming to office; the list of uses of the external public relations firm; the internal Depart-
ment policy with regard to employing external groups; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29114/14]

08/07/2014WRGG02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I assumed office 
on the 8th May 2014 and since that date no external public relations firms have been employed 
by my Department. 

With regard to my Department’s internal policy on external groups providing public rela-
tions services, such groups are hired as needs arise, where it is felt their professional expertise 
can be of assistance to my Department.

Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

08/07/2014WRGG02200865. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
amount spent on external IT consultants by his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and to 
date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29149/14]

08/07/2014WRGG02300866. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his Depart-
ment has renegotiated external IT consultancy contracts and costs since March 2011; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29168/14]

08/07/2014WRGG02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 865 and 866 together.

My Department does not engage external contractors for IT related services and as a conse-
quence the issue of renegotiating does not arise. 

The Department of Health operates a shared information and communications technology 
service, which supports the needs of this Department and its agencies. This arrangement has 
been in place since the Department was established in July 2011. 

08/07/2014WRGG02450Appointments to State Boards

08/07/2014WRGG02500867. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of appointments to State boards under his Department’s 
remit made since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his De-
partment’s remit since March 2011 to date; the number of vacancies on State boards under his 
Department’s remit publicly advertised from March 2011 to date; and the number of appoint-
ments to State boards under his remit drawn directly from the public advertisement process.  
[29186/14]

08/07/2014WRGG02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): 48 persons have 
been appointed to the boards of management of bodies under the aegis of my Department, since 
its establishment in June 2011. 

Agency Board Membership Appointed since June 2011
Child and Family Agency 9 9*
Adoption Authority 7 2
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Agency Board Membership Appointed since June 2011
Children’s Detention School 
Board of Management

13 13

Family Support Agency n/a 23
National Educational Welfare 
Board

n/a 10

*Under the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013, the Family Support Agency and the Na-
tional Educational Welfare Board were dissolved and the service provision for these Agencies 
along with Child and Family Services previously provided by the HSE transferred to the new 
Agency with effect from 1st January, 2014. The membership of the board of the Family Support 
Agency was appointed to the board of the new Child and Family Agency on its establishment 
on January 1st 2014. The Ombudsman for Children’s Office does not have a board.

As the Deputy may be aware, in line with the Government decision of April 2011, new ar-
rangements were put in place for the making of appointments to State Boards and bodies.  Fol-
lowing this Government Decision, on my Department’s website, I have invited expressions of 
interest from persons interested in being appointed to the boards of State Bodies and Agencies 
operating under the Department’s aegis. The notice indicates the vacancies in the boards of the 
respective bodies. My officials acknowledge all expressions of interest received and maintain a 
database of those expressions. My Department’s website is monitored and updated on a regular 
basis to reflect the number of vacancies as they arise.  

The Deputy may wish to note that the governing legislation in relation to each of these bod-
ies sets out the composition of the board either in terms of their qualifications and experience, 
or the Government Minister or body that is responsible for nominating representatives on them 
or who must be consulted in the nomination process. 

In making my decisions on appointments to boards, subject to the governing legislation, I 
will consider the most suitable persons for the positions available with due regard to the body or 
agency in question and its particular responsibilities and I will seek to ensure that the appropri-
ate mix of skills and experience is in place to achieve the best result.

08/07/2014WRGG02650Child and Family Agency Expenditure

08/07/2014WRGG02700868. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 255 of 12 June 2014, if he will provide in detail the expenses claimed 
by members of staff attending the Health Service Executive child care conferences; his views 
on the number of staff attending these conferences; and the section of the HSE to which they 
are affiliated. [29277/14]

08/07/2014WRGG02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A child protection 
conference (sometimes called a case conference) is a formal meeting that the Child and Family 
Agency hold if it has major concerns about a child.  The Agency decides on the professionals 
and individuals invited to the conference and may include the Social Worker, the Principal 
Social Worker, School Principal, Public Health Nurse, family Doctor, Gardaí and any other 
professional who knows the child and/or has been involved with the child. Unless there are 
exceptional circumstances, the parents will be invited to attend.

The purpose of the case conference is to decide on whether the child needs to be taken into 
Care (on a voluntary basis or by Care Order), where the child should live while in care; the 
contact the child can have with their family and if the child can return home.  It is crucial that 
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a variety of professionals attend the case conference given the complexity and significance of 
all decisions made.

Where a child is in the care of the Agency, the Agency will, in accordance with Regula-
tions, review the child’s circumstances. The review will examine how the current placement is 
meeting the child’s needs and any health, mental health and educational needs.  Similarly, the 
Agency will invite the professionals and other individuals, for example, the foster carers who 
have been involved with the child, to the case review.  Where the child is old enough they will 
also be invited to the review. Again, given the importance of any decision made regarding the 
child’s care and future, it is imperative that this is informed by the diverse range of people in-
volved in the child’s care and life.

In relation to the section of the HSE that conferences are affiliated with, it would appear that 
the Deputy is referring to Child and Family Agency which was established on 1 January 2014 
and has responsibility for child protection, family support and other key children’s services. 
The expenses claimed by staff members who attend conferences are in accordance with the Na-
tional Financial Regulations noted in the Parliamentary Question No. 255 of 12 June 2014.  It 
is not possible to provide the Deputy with the detail requested.  I am satisfied with the thorough 
process and welcome the attendance of professionals involved in the child’s life and care to 
assist in the decision making for the future of such children who may need the care, protection 
and support of the State.

08/07/2014WRGG02850Legislative Process

08/07/2014WRGG02900869. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of Bills his Department has published since March 2011; the number of regulatory impact as-
sessments that his Department has published since March 2011; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29288/14]

08/07/2014WRGG03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
was established on the 2nd June 2011 and since then I have published the Thirty-First Amend-
ment of the Constitution (Children) Bill 2012, the Child and Family Agency Bill 2013,  the 
Child Care (Amendment) Bill 2013, the Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2013 and the Children 
First Bill 2014. 

Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIA) were published in relation to the Child and Family 
Agency Bill 2013 and the Children First Bill 2014. 

Debt Collection

08/07/2014WRGG03100870. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his De-
partment or agencies under its auspices has engaged the services of a debt collection agency 
in pursuing money owed to his Department or its agencies; if his Department have guidelines 
regarding hiring such agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29325/14]

08/07/2014WRGG03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy might 
wish to note that my Department has not employed the services of a debt collection agency. The 
State agencies under the remit of the Department have also been consulted in relation to this 
matter and they confirmed that no such services have been engaged.
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08/07/2014WRGG03250Youth Cafes Expenditure

08/07/2014WRGG03300871. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the sources 
of funding from his Department or agencies of his Department for youth cafes; if any new youth 
cafes are being funded at present; if so where application forms can be sourced for this fund-
ing; the closing date for applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29341/14]

08/07/2014WRGG03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In some recent 
years capital funding has been made available to my Department to support the provision of 
new youth cafés. In 2013 a capital allocation of €1.55m for new youth cafés was made available 
by my Department. In 2012 €.5m was allocated to the scheme. 

Pobal assisted my Department with the 2013 scheme. In all 95 applications were received 
and some 30 proposals were approved for funding. These projects are currently working with 
Pobal to develop their projects to the next stage. 

In 2014, some €.5m in capital funding has been made available to my Department for small 
capital projects in the youth services.  Details of the scheme will be made available in the com-
ing months. 

Youth cafés offer young people a safe, alcohol and drug free space for recreation, non-
formal learning and youth focused activities. As such, they can make an important contribution 
to the development of services to meet the needs of young people in their local communities. 
The development of youth café facilities is a priority for my Department should further capital 
funding become available in future years.

08/07/2014WRGG03450Youth Services Funding

08/07/2014WRGG03500872. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 698 of 24 June 2014, the level of this funding that went 
to the Centre for Effective Services for assisting his Department in compiling the document.  
[29566/14]

08/07/2014WRGG03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Better Outcomes, 
Brighter Futures: the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People 2014-2020 
(NPF) was published and launched by Government in 2014. The NPF comprehends the con-
tinuum from infancy through early and middle childhood to adolescence and early adulthood.  
It provides the overarching framework for the development and implementation of policy and 
services for children and young people.  

The Framework brings together key policies instanced in the Programme for Government 
including those relating to prevention and early intervention initiatives, early childhood educa-
tion, breaking the cycle of disadvantage, through area based approaches to address child pov-
erty, aftercare provision and addressing issues around anti-social behaviour.  

The NPF provides a means for cross departmental collaboration to promote the well-being 
of children and young people and a fresh impetus to a whole-of-government approach to cur-
rent and emerging issues, including childhood obesity, healthy lifestyles, the impact of media 
and new technologies, the sexualisation of children and promoting pro-social behaviour.  It 
accommodates a number of constituent strategies which focus in greater detail on the areas of 
Participation, Early Years, and Youth, which be developed in 2014.

The Centre for Effective Services was invited by the Department of Children and Youth Af-
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fairs to assist the Department with the NPF.

The amount paid to date to CES for compiling the NPF is €42k.

08/07/2014WRGG03650Youth Services Funding

08/07/2014WRGG03700873. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide details of funding that was allocated to the Centre for Effective Services and the 
purpose of it during each of the past four years.  [29567/14]

08/07/2014WRGG03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The funding pro-
vided by DCYA to the Centre for Effective Services (CES) for the period in question is as 
follows: 2011, €225,000; 2012, €755,000; 2013, €594,000; and 2014, €770,000.  It should be 
noted that the figures in respect of 2011-2013 represent actual payments by DCYA direct to 
CES while the 2014 figure is an allocated amount. The CES is co-funded by the Atlantic Philan-
thropies and this funding supports a range of activities including those relevant to the Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs

The establishment of the Centre for Effective Services (CES) as a charitable organisation in 
2008 reflected agreement, including a commitment to joint funding, by Atlantic Philanthropies, 
the Office for the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs and the Department of Community, 
Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs to support an organisation which would improve outcomes for 
children, young people, families and communities by working  with a  range of organisations in 
the not-for-profit sector, including government departments, statutory agencies and community 
organisations, to connect and support the implementation of effective policy, efficient systems 
and good practice, using the best available evidence.  CES operates on an all-island basis, with 
offices in Dublin and Belfast.

CES has been a key partner in a number of initiatives led by the Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs since the Department’s commencement. CES provides research, evaluation 
and technical expertise in relation to the development of evidence informed policy and practice. 
DCYA provides CES with an annual grant and agrees an annual work plan. 

In addition to its overall role of working to improve the effectiveness of services in Ireland 
the CES has provided practical and technical expertise to the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs over the period in question in areas such as: 

- Development and national scaling of Children’s Services Committees which are key local 
structures for the planning of integrated children’s services.

- Identifying and disseminating learning from the Prevention and Early Intervention Pro-
grammes delivered in three Dublin communities and a range of other early intervention projects 
around the country.

- Providing technical assistance in relation to The Area Based Childhood (ABC) programme, 
jointly funded by DCYA and the Atlantic Philanthropies, which targets investment in evidence-
informed interventions to improve the long-term outcomes for children and families living in 
areas of disadvantage.

- Providing technical support in relation to the Department’s development in the area of 
Youth Policy.  Key recent outputs here relate to research-related publications ‘Mapping the 
Contribution of Irish Youth Work to Youth Employment’ and the ‘Theory-Practice Tool for 
Youth Work’ in addition to more general expertise in the Department’s development of evi-
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dence informed youth policy and programmes.

- Supporting the DCYA Expert Advisory Group appointed by the Minister in the develop-
ment of the Early Years Strategy for Ireland. The objective of CES’ support was to provide 
evidence and identify key issues and lessons on a number of agreed areas, to inform the work of 
DCYA, the Expert Advisory Group and other relevant groups in the development of the Early 
Years Strategy.

The CES continues to support the DCYA in its development of a National Early Years 
Strategy.  The CES contributed to the development of ‘Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures - the 
National Policy Framework for Children and Young People 2014-2020’ and is assisting in the 
implementation of the framework.

08/07/2014WRGG03850Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

08/07/2014WRGG03900874. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
he will provide the name, position and annual salary awarded to each of his special advisers; 
if he will provide details of any request made for an increase above the special adviser pay cap 
from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the amount of the increase sought.  
[29598/14]

08/07/2014WRGG04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Following my 
appointment as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs on 8th May 2014, I approached the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform for sanction to appoint Ms Sarah Kavanagh as my 
Special Advisor. In line with standing instructions on Ministerial Appointments this appoint-
ment will be on the first point of the Principal Officer (Standard) scale i.e. €75,647 per annum.  
I can confirm that no request for an increase above the special advisor pay cap was made.

The appointment of a Special Advisor is subject to the making by Government of an Order 
under the provisions of the Public Service Management Act 1997 and officials of my Depart-
ment are continuing to progress the necessary arrangements to conclude the appointment pro-
cess.

08/07/2014WRGG04050Child Care Services Provision

08/07/2014WRGG04100875. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
he will investigate a case where a family (details supplied) has been deemed ineligible for the 
community child care subvention scheme; if he will take account of all the details supplied and 
allow this family to avail of the CCS scheme  [29671/14]

08/07/2014WRGG04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I understand that 
the persons referred to by the Deputy were deemed ineligible for support under the Community 
Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme following verification by the Department of Social 
Protection of the information submitted by the childcare service as part of the annual parental 
returns.  This matter was successfully appealed and the childcare service was notified on 27 
May 2014 of the outcome. Officials in my Department have again contacted the service pro-
vider in question and confirmed with them the eligibility of the parents for support under the 
programme. 

08/07/2014WRGG04250Hospital Services
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08/07/2014WRGG04300876. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position 
regarding Tallaght Hospital crèche (details supplied).  [29699/14]

08/07/2014WRGG04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In response to the 
Deputy’s previous Parliamentary Question in relation to this matter, my Department asked the 
Child and Family Agency to have the matter investigated and to reply directly to the Deputy.  
I have asked my officials to contact the Agency again and ask them to deal directly with the 
Deputy in this matter.

08/07/2014WRGG04450Inter-Country Adoptions

08/07/2014WRGG04500877. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
ensure a bilateral agreement is made with Russia to allow Irish families to adopt children from 
Russia without further delay. [29722/14]

08/07/2014WRGG04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Efforts are ongo-
ing in my Department in relation to a bilateral agreement on intercountry adoption between 
Ireland and the Russian Federation.  Following a meeting with a delegation of Russian officials 
in October 2013 my Department prepared revised draft wording on a number of specific points. 
This was forwarded to the Russian Authorities in February 2014. In transmitting these revisions 
it was suggested that should these revisions be acceptable to the Russian Federation, it would 
be useful for both sides to meet again for further discussions.  

The Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation have advised the Irish 
Embassy in Moscow that all proposed adoption agreements are currently on hold while the 
Russian Government considers proposals in relation to how they deal with adoption agree-
ments in general. It is understood that the Russian Federation’s Supreme Court recently made 
recommendations regarding adoption agreements and these are currently being considered by 
the Russian Government. It is hoped that following the Russian Government’s consideration of 
these matters they will be in a position to examine and respond to the Irish proposals.

08/07/2014WRGG04650Early Child Care Education

08/07/2014WRGG04700878. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there is 
a cap on the fees that early child care providers can charge parents who qualify for subsidised 
child care under the community child care subvention scheme and the child care education and 
training schemes; and if not, if he will provide details on the average weekly cost payable by 
parents under each scheme.  [29866/14]

08/07/2014WRGG04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Community 
Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme provides funding to community childcare services 
to enable them to provide quality childcare at reduced rates to disadvantaged and low income 
working parents. 

The CCS programme, which provides support for sessional pre-school, full time, part time 
and after school places, is targeted at disadvantaged or low income families and eligibility 
is based on means-tested entitlements. In the case of full day care, parents qualifying for the 
higher rate of subvention under the CCS programme can have up to €95 per week deducted 
from the overall charge for childcare in the participating childcare facility. Pro-rata reductions 
are made in respect of the other services provided.  The overall charge is based on the total costs 
incurred by the facility in providing the service and can vary depending on the level of overhead 
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costs involved.  

Figures provided in the Early Years Sector Survey 2012 published by Pobal indicate that 
the average cost of full day care in a community facility is in the region of €160 per week. The 
survey does point out that the cost in urban settings are at the higher end of the scale. 

The implementation of the CCS programme is closely monitored, with each participating 
service submitting a fees policy document to its local City/County Childcare Committee for 
approval.  This document outlines the factors which make up the overall costs of the service 
provision and also the cost to the parent after the application of the subvention funding.  This 
helps to ensure that qualifying parents receive the full benefit of the subvention provided.

The Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme supports parents who 
are endeavouring to enter or return to the workforce and who are participating in training or 
educational courses for this purpose.  Under the CETS programme childcare services are con-
tracted to provide childcare places to qualifying Solas or Education and Training Boards train-
ees or students for the duration of their courses.  This programme also provides part time and 
after school places.   

Under the programme €145 per week is provided towards the cost of a full day childcare 
place and the service is permitted to charge up to a further €25 per week towards the cost of 
the place.  Childcare services providing a part time place under the programme that includes a 
pick up from primary school receive a weekly payment of €80 with a maximum charge of €15 
per week to the parent.  The standard after school weekly payment is €45 with a charge of €5 
per week to the parent.  Pro rata rates apply for parents who receive a reduced level of service.

Two additional support programmes, which were introduced initially under the CETS pro-
gramme, are also implemented by my Department.

The After-School Child Care (ASCC) programme was introduced in October 2013. This 
programme provides after-school care for primary school children for certain categories of 
working parents for a once-off period of 52 weeks. I announced today along with my colleague, 
Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection Joan Burton, T.D., a number of enhancements to the 
ASCC programmes which will expand the range of eligibility for the programme and provide a 
pick up service for primary school children at no additional cost to the parent. The changes an-
nounced today reduces the parental contribution from €20 to €15 per week with the programme 
contributing €40 per week for the after-school care and now providing €105 per week for full 
day childcare during the holiday period.  This payment is to provide for holiday periods when 
the child would need full day care.  Pro-rata rate applies for parents who require support over a 
shorter weekly period. 

The Community Employment Childcare (CEC) programme was introduced in January 2014.  
Under the CEC programme €80 per week is provided with a set charge of €15 per week to the 
parent.  This support can be accessed by qualifying parents over a number of years.  Today it 
was also announced that this programme now provides part time care for children up to the age 
of 13 whose parents are participating in CE programmes.  The upper age limit was previously 
5 years and the new age limit is part of a number of enhancements to the programmes that I an-
nounced today.  A further enhancement to the programme includes an after-school option which 
enables qualifying CE parents of primary school children to obtain after-school care at a weekly 
cost of €15. The programme contribution for this new option is €40 per week.


