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      Questions Nos. 1 to 8, inclusive, answered orally.

 Questions Nos. 9 to 60, inclusive, resubmitted.

 Questions Nos. 61 to 67, inclusive, answered orally.

01/07/2014WRA00600Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

01/07/2014WRA0070068. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
provide an update on his plans to set up a commission of investigation into mother and baby 
homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28014/14]

01/07/2014WRA00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
has undertaken to establish a Commission of Investigation into concerns regarding conditions 
and related practices in Mother and Baby Homes. I have also publicly confirmed that the in-
tended scope of this investigation will go beyond the home operated by the Sisters of Bon Sec-
ours in Tuam, Co. Galway and these announcements have been widely welcomed.

I wish to acknowledge the constructive contribution of Government Deputies and opposi-
tion spokespersons with whom I have met in recent days. I look forward to continuing engage-
ment across the House with a view to achieving all-party consensus as the necessary arrange-
ments are finalised.

I have also met with representatives of a number of key advocacy groups and Church lead-
ers, including the Adoption Rights Alliance, First Mothers Group, Bethany Homes Survivors 
Group, Cúnamh, Adoption Loss and Archbishop Diarmuid Martin. I also hope to meet with 
Archbishop Jackson at his earliest availability. 

The submissions made to me during these constructive discussions, together with those 
received through my Department’s dedicated e-mail facility, will feed into the process.  I am 
confident that this inclusive approach in the essential scoping phase will assist in establishing 
an inquiry which is capable of effectively addressing these important matters in a sensitive and 
timely manner. 

I am consulting with Government colleagues in relation to the detailed approach to the 
Commission. We have been well served by the output of the Cross Departmental Review Com-
mittee which concluded its output by the due date of the 30th June. In parallel I intend continu-
ing engagement with Opposition spokespersons so that they too have an input into the process.

I can assure the House that I am committed to taking the most appropriate approach to 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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establish the truth in respect of these deeply tragic and disturbing events. It is my intention to 
bring a resolution before both Houses before the summer recess to facilitate the making of an 
order to formally establish the Commission.

01/07/2014WRA00900Bullying of Children

01/07/2014WRA0100069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ex-
tent to which his Department is in a position to respond to concerns arising from cyber or other 
forms of bullying inside or outside the school environment; if he is satisfied regarding the extent 
to which victims can have access to support services at an early stage; if child psychiatric ser-
vices are readily accessible or available in such circumstances; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27993/14]

01/07/2014WRA01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As Minister for 
Children & Youth Affairs, I am committed to working with colleagues in Government to ensure 
that integrated policy responses to combat bullying are high on our agenda. I do not have spe-
cific legislative responsibilities in this area. Where a crime may have been committed it falls 
to An Garda Siochana to investigate. The Department of Justice and Equality also has respon-
sibility for the Office for Internet Safety which takes a lead responsibility for internet safety in 
Ireland, particularly as it relates to children.

The Action Plan on Bullying is being led by the Department of Education and Skills. Na-
tional anti-bullying procedures place a requirement on schools to record, investigate and ad-
dress incidences of bullying and cyber-bullying, both in and out of school. The procedures 
highlight the need for parents and young people to understand how to protect themselves at 
home, in school, or in the community.  

The Minister for Communications Energy & Natural Resources recently published the Re-
port of the Internet Content Governance Advisory Group and announced the establishment of 
an implementation group to be chaired by his Department to oversee consideration of the re-
port’s recommendations including on issues to do with bullying and harassment on line.

There are a range of support services in place to support children and young people who are 
coping with bullying situations. Webwise.ie  , a Department of Education and Skills initiative, 
provides information for parents and teachers about the risks involved and how to protect chil-
dren against cyber-bullying. Many of the youth services, funded by my Department, provide 
services to address bullying issues, increase awareness about internet safety and social media 
and to promote young people’s wellbeing.  

Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children provides that 
serious incidents of bullying should be reported to the Child and Family Agency. Following 
assessment and where required, appropriate support will be put in place. In addition to support 
for the family and the child which can be provided by the Child and Family Agency in relation 
to serious incidents, there are also a range of services provided by the HSE, including Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health services which may be relevant depending on the nature of the 
condition being experienced by a child. Services provided by the HSE fall within the remit of 
the Minister for Health. 

I can assure the Deputy that my Government colleagues and I are actively engaged in ad-
dressing the issues raised, as is evident in the Action Plan for Bullying and the very recently 
launched Report of the Internet Content Governance Advisory Group.
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01/07/2014WRA01200Child Care Services Funding

01/07/2014WRA0130070. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans 
to reinstate the 2009 cuts to the early childcare supplement; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28006/14]

01/07/2014WRA01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Early Child-
care Supplement was introduced in April 2006 to assist parents with the costs of caring for 
children in their pre-school years.  Due to the need to reduce public expenditure, a number of 
reductions were made to the  Early Childcare Supplement from 2009 and the then Government 
took a decision to abolish the Early Childcare Supplement with effect from the 31st December 
2009.  At its peak the payment cost €480 million in 2008.  Some of the funding previously avail-
able to support the provision of the  Early Childcare Supplement was re-directed to provide for 
the Early Childhood Care and Education programme, or free pre-school year, at an annual cost 
of €175 million.

The redirection of resources to this more targeted and child-centred policy is in line with the 
generally held principle that pre-primary education is a key determinant of student performance 
at all levels of education as it leads to improvements in motivation and the propensity to learn, 
which in turn raises the social and private returns from all future investments in their education.  
It also addressed the general criticism of the  Early Childcare Supplement that it directed re-
sources away from a more targeted and beneficial investment in early years care and education, 
in particular in the form of pre-school education.

While I believe the last Government missed a great opportunity to re-direct more money 
from the Early Childcare Supplement into promoting greater quality and accessibility for early 
childhood care and education, this Government has no plans to re-introduce the Early Childcare 
Supplement.  Even if such funding was available from the Exchequer, its re-introduction would 
not be a good use of resources which would yield much greater benefits if used to directly sup-
port quality early years services.

This Government has made a very significant commitment in maintaining the pre-school 
year on a universal and free basis despite the current budgetary situation.   The Early Child-
hood Care and Education programme, which represents an investment of almost €175 million 
annually, is funded by my Department through the provision of capitation grants paid directly 
to participating services.  It is a fundamental principle of the programme that the pre-school 
provision is available to parents free of charge.  In the region of 68,000 children benefit from 
the free pre-school provision each year.

There is significant international evidence of the benefits for children’s outcomes of the pro-
vision of quality education and childcare in the earliest years.  The provision of targeted funding 
to support specific early years childcare programmes is considered the best option for the use 
of the available resources and the Government will continue to fund these programme with an 
emphasis on improving the quality of the services provided.

01/07/2014WRA01500Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

01/07/2014WRA0160071. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the Magdalen 
laundries and Bethany homes including Ovoca House, Westbank Orphanage and the Church of 
Ireland Magdalen home, Leeson Street will be included in the terms of reference of the statutory 
inquiry into mother and babies homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27897/14]
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01/07/2014WRA01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
has undertaken to establish a Commission of Investigation into the disturbing revelations on 
conditions and related matters in Mother and Baby Homes. I have publicly confirmed that the 
intended scope of this investigation will go beyond the home operated by the Sisters of Bon 
Secours in Tuam, Co. Galway and will include the Bethany Home. The incorporation of any 
further institutions or homes, including those mentioned in the question will receive detailed 
consideration in the finalisation of the terms of reference for the proposed Commission of In-
vestigation.

The Commission of Investigation will be statutory and independent and will operate un-
der the Commission of Investigations Act, 2004. The process of developing detailed terms of 
reference for the Commission is being supported by a high level Cross Departmental Review 
Committee.  

Public calls to include a range of institutions, and concerns related to particular practices, 
are also being considered as part of this work.  A key task of the initial scoping exercise is to 
ensure that a realistic approach is taken to the investigation so that the Commission is in a posi-
tion to operate in a workable and effective manner. 

As well as working closely with my own officials, I have also met with representatives of a 
number of key advocacy groups and Church leaders, including the Adoption Rights Alliance, 
First Mothers Group, Bethany Homes Survivors Group, Cúnamh, Adoption Loss and Archbish-
op Diarmuid Martin. I also hope to meet with Archbishop Jackson at his earliest availability. 

The submissions made to me during these constructive discussions, together with those 
received through my Department’s dedicated e-mail facility, will feed into the process.  I am 
confident that this inclusive approach in the essential scoping phase will assist in establishing 
an inquiry which is capable of effectively addressing these important matters in a sensitive and 
timely manner. 

The position as outlined by my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, in response 
to a recent Parliamentary Question on this issue may be of interest to the Deputy. Minister 
Fitzgerald advised the House that the facts available regarding Magdalen laundries have al-
ready been set out in detail in the McAleese report which exceeds 1,000 pages. The women 
concerned have received an apology from the Taoiseach, had the opportunity to relate their 
stories to both Mr McAleese and Judge Quirke and are entitled to receive a capital sum of up 
to €100,000 depending on duration of stay as well as life-long pension top up payments and 
access to medical services.  

The McAleese report examined the links between Mother and Baby Homes and Magdalen 
Laundries. His statistical analysis of the known entry routes into Magdalen laundries for the 
period 1920 onwards showed that less than 4% of entries were from Mother and Baby Homes 
and Adoption Societies. 

In the light of the above, the Minister suggested that there was a valid question as to how 
inclusion of the Magdalene Laundries within terms of reference of another inquiry would be in 
the interest of or be of benefit to the women in question. 

I can assure the House that I am committed to arriving at a proposed approach to the scope 
of the Commission shortly following the Government’s careful consideration of these matters.

01/07/2014WRA01800Child Death Review Group Report
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01/07/2014WRA0190072. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the outstand-
ing measures that are to be implemented in view of the publication of the child death review. 
[27991/14]

01/07/2014WRA02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The National Re-
view Panel was established in 2010 to review serious incidences and deaths of children in 
care in order to identify any areas for improvement.  It is chaired by Dr Helen Buckley and is 
independent in its functions.  All cases of the death or of a serious incident concerning children 
in care, in aftercare or known to the Agency child protection services,  in keeping with Health 
Information Quality Authority Guidance, are reviewed by the National Review Panel. 

The National Review Panel’s individual and annual reports are published on the Child and 
Family Agency’s website and are available for the three year period between 2010 and 2012.  
The National Review Panel Annual Report of 2012 did not find that the action or inaction of the 
Agency contributed to the death of a child. The Panel did however find areas of practice that 
required improvement. 

While it is important to acknowledge that in some cases, disappointing deficiencies in prac-
tice are highlighted, it is also important to acknowledge that case work has improved.  Man-
agers and front line professional staff are more aware of the importance of recognising and 
responding to neglect while making sure that the long term impact on the future health and well 
being of a child is also recognised and responded to with good quality services. 

Improvements must also be made, where necessary, in the mechanism employed to review 
serious incidents and deaths of children in care. In this regard work has been ongoing between 
officials in my Department, the National Review Panel, the Child and Family Agency and HIQA 
to ensure that the process and procedures around reviews are further supported and strength-
ened so as to ensure that the panel is assisted in producing robust reports in a timely fashion. 

In this regard the Guidance for the Reviews, originally drafted in 2010, is currently being 
revised. This document will address issues in relation to the timing and publication of reports, 
implementation plans and reviews for panel recommendations and reporting lines for the panel 
to ensure its independence.  I also intend to strengthen the operation of the National Review 
Panel by asking HIQA to undertake an audit/oversight role in relation to the processes of the 
Panel to which  HIQA have agreed in principle.

I anticipate that a new Guidance document, agreed between all stake holders, will emerge 
in the coming weeks.

Since the establishment of the Agency significant reform centred on co-ordination, account-
ability, oversight and multi-agency working has commenced and includes:

- A national service delivery model to ensure effective oversight and accountability in meet-
ing the needs of young people.

- Out of hours services had been expanded to address the needs of young people who present 
in emergency situations outside of normal working hours.

- A new assessment framework which provides greater oversight of Care Plans or Child Pro-
tection Plans. Care planning is also now benchmarked and monitored against national guidance.

- A Memorandum of Understanding between the Agency and the Health Service Executive 
ensures that complex cases are discussed across agencies at six weekly intervals. Multi-agency 
working is also being improved through the development of protocols around information shar-
ing.
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- A dedicated Aftercare Service to standardise the delivery of Leaving and Aftercare servic-
es across the country so that every young person who is eligible will be provided with services 
to meet their specific needs.

01/07/2014WRA02100Child Care Services Provision

01/07/2014WRA0220073. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will guar-
antee that a child care service (details supplied) in Dublin will remain open and fully funded; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27989/14]

01/07/2014WRA02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have provided 
the House with regular updates on issues regarding the services delivered by Darndale Belcamp 
Integrated Childcare Service Ltd. 

It is a matter of record that this Centre has been experiencing cash flow difficulties.  The 
Centre incurred expenditure of €2.022m in 2013 and received funding amounting to €1.96m, 
resulting in a deficit of €62,000. Projections by the Centre show that income of approximately 
€1.8m is anticipated during 2014.  With such a level of financial support available it should be 
possible to work constructively to continue services and avoid the closure scenario that has 
previously been outlined by the Centre. 

Senior representatives from the Child and Family Agency, Pobal, Dublin City Childcare 
Committee and representatives from the board and management of the Centre have met on a 
number of occasions to explore options available to allow the service operate on a sustainable 
basis within the allocated funding. A number of options were considered and to assist in this 
process, Dublin City Childcare Committee engaged the services of an external mentor to under-
take an independent detailed analysis of the matter.

I understand that the external mentor will complete their report by mid July, 2014.  The ob-
jective is to ensure the development of a sustainable model of service delivery into the future. 

In parallel, a wider examination will be undertaken of the level and range of early years 
services supported by the State in the Darndale/Belcamp/Moatview area generally.   

The Child and Family Agency, as one of a number of State funders of the Centre, agreed 
and has made additional pre-payments to the end of August.  This is in addition to previous pre-
payments advanced for May and June.  

I very much welcome the process of engagement which is in place and I hope that a satisfac-
tory outcome will be arrived at which will ensure the continued operation of the Centre within 
the significant funding levels available.

01/07/2014WRA02400Child Care Services Provision

01/07/2014WRA0250074. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 580 of 21 January 2014, if he will provide a progress update re-
port on the plans to increase special care provision in Ireland to 34 beds by 2016; and the budget 
allocation for the capital development programme to increase special care provision in the years 
2014, 2015 and 2016. [27946/14]

01/07/2014WRA02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There are three 
Special Care Units in the country which are operated by the Agency under a single national 
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governance arrangement. They are Ballydowd in Dublin for girls and boys, Gleann Alainn in 
Cork which is for girls only and Coovagh House in Limerick for boys only. These Units are 
inspected by the Health Information and Quality Authority, who reported positively on the level 
of care being provided in the three Special Care Units in the most recent inspections undertaken 
in 2013.

At any one time approximately 0.3% of all children in care are detained in the three Special 
Care Units. 

As part of the Child and Family Agency’s commitment to develop a comprehensive con-
tinuum of care services to meet the divergent and complex needs of all children in care, Cran-
nóg Nua High Support Unit, Portrane is to be redesignated to function as a Special Care Unit. 
An upgrade of current buildings, with an additional new build residential unit, will be required 
to provide secure care.  In excess of €1m has been allocated to progress national special care 
development projects for 2014 and discussions are underway regarding further significant 
amounts required in 2015 and future years.

The Agency has advised that eight additional special care beds will be provided at Cran-
nóg Nua by the end of June 2015 and a further four beds will be provided there by the end of 
October 2015. Refurbishment work at Gleann Alainn Special Care Unit, due to be completed 
by May 2016, will bring the total special care capacity to 34 beds.  These timescales refer to the 
current indicated Building Programme and may be subject to change.

  Questions Nos. 75 and 76 answered orally.

01/07/2014WRA02800Inter-Country Adoptions

01/07/2014WRA0290077. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide details of his priorities to advance further opportunities for inter-country adop-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27904/14]

01/07/2014WRA03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Recent years have 
seen a significant fall-off in the number of intercountry adoptions taking place internationally. 
These trends reflect the significant decline in recent years in the number of children, particu-
larly infants, available for adoption, as child welfare and protection systems have improved in 
developing countries which previously placed large numbers of children for adoption.   In many 
cases these reforms in countries of origin have been given expression and impetus by their 
ratification of the Hague Convention.  The Convention requires members to strengthen protec-
tions for children, birth parents and prospective adoptive parents in the adoption process and to 
prioritise the improvement of systems for the care and adoption of children domestically.  This 
requirement is in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, in particular Article 
21. With the passing of the Adoption Act 2010 Ireland ratified the Hague Convention on the 1st 
November 2010 and is now one of 93 contracting States to the Convention.  

The Adoption Authority continues to promote cooperation in intercountry adoption with 
relevant countries.  The Adoption Authority has successfully concluded administrative arrange-
ments with both Vietnam and the US and adoptions from these countries are continuing. In 
recent weeks adoptions have recommenced from Vietnam for the first time since 2009. The 
Adoption Authority is currently engaging with a number of other Hague Convention countries 
in relation to intercountry adoptions including Bulgaria, China, Thailand, the Philippines and 
India.  The Authority has recently visited Haiti as part of an initial examination of intercountry 
adoption with Haiti.
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It is important to recognise that, although a country may be a member of Hague, legal and 
administrative obstacles may remain, there may be no children available for adoption, restric-
tions may be imposed in relation to the categories of children or prospective adoptive parents 
qualifying or the host country may not wish to prioritise cooperation with Ireland from amongst 
the countries wishing to establish relations.   

With regard to dealings with non-Hague countries, work is ongoing in relation to discus-
sions on a bilateral adoption agreement with the Russian Federation. The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science of the Russian Federation have advised the Irish Embassy in Moscow that all 
proposed adoption agreements are currently on hold while the Russian Government considers 
proposals in relation to how they deal with adoption agreements in general. It is understood that 
the Russian Federation’s Supreme Court recently made recommendations regarding adoption 
agreements and these are currently being considered by the Russian Government. It is hoped 
that following the Russian Government’s consideration of these matters they will be in a posi-
tion to examine and respond to the Irish proposals.  

I am also aware that Ethiopia is currently seeking to bring its adoption standards up to those 
required under the Hague Convention and I have asked the Adoption Authority to keep me 
updated on the position. Work is ongoing in relation to trying to establish the position of the 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs in Ethiopia with regard to the desire of the Ethiopian authorities 
to entering into talks in relation to a bilateral agreement with Ireland.  

01/07/2014WRA03100Adoption Records Provision

01/07/2014WRA0320078. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his 
plans to allow adopted persons to gain access to information held by the State, and other organi-
sations who acted on behalf of the State, on their natural parents; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27903/14]

01/07/2014WRA03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is 
continuing work on the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill and I hope to be in a position 
to seek Government approval to publish the Heads of the Bill as soon as possible.  

It is intended to proceed to finalise legislative proposals so that I may bring a general scheme 
and Heads of Bill to the Government as soon as possible.  Subsequent consideration by the 
Oireachtas Health and Children Committee will allow the issues to be carefully teased out and 
the views of different interested parties on these important and sensitive matters to be fully 
considered.  

I look forward to advancing these important matters in association with the Oireachtas 
Health and Children Committee later this year.

01/07/2014WRA03400Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

01/07/2014WRA0350079. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when he ex-
pects the commission of investigation into mother and baby homes to be established; if he will 
be securing a supplementary estimate to fund the commission’s work; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28007/14]

01/07/2014WRA03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I have just 
outlined to the House, the Commission of Investigation into the concerns relating to the Mother 
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and Baby Homes will be statutory and independent and will operate under the Commission of 
Investigations Act, 2004. The process of developing detailed terms of reference for the Com-
mission is being supported by a high level Cross Departmental Review Committee.  The Report 
from the Review Committee was submitted to Cabinet today. The next stage will be for Govern-
ment to consider proposed Terms of Reference as soon as practicable. 

I am deeply aware that there are people living with the daily reality of these painful experi-
ences, so establishing an appropriate inquiry which is capable of effectively addressing these 
important matters in a sensitive and timely manner is my primary concern.  It is my intention to 
bring a resolution before both Houses prior to the summer recess to facilitate the making of an 
order to formally establish the Commission.

It is my intention to continue to remain in contact with the Deputy and other spokespersons 
in order to seek the widest possible consensus in relation to these matters. 

With regard to funding, a key task of the initial scoping exercise is to ensure that a realistic 
approach is taken to investigating these matters. Our approach should have regard to the facts 
established through recent inquiries into related institutions, and the general experience gained 
in conducting similar investigations into matters of public importance.  The House is only too 
well aware of previous Tribunals and Commissions that generated a great deal of expense and 
due to their protracted nature took much longer to arrive at conclusions than those most cen-
trally concerned or this House would have wished.   

The additional resources that will be required to facilitate this inquiry will be considered by 
Government in tandem with decisions necessary to finalise the terms of reference and establish 
the Commission of Investigation. 

01/07/2014WRA03700Preschool Services

01/07/2014WRA0380080. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
children in each of the past three years who have participated in the free preschool year of the 
early childhood care and education scheme; the number and locations by county of the child 
care providers participating; if a second preschool year will be added; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27974/14]

01/07/2014WRA03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Early Child-
hood Care and Education programme was introduced in January 2010 and provides a free 
pre-school year to all eligible children before commencing primary school.  The programme is 
expected to cost about €175m in the current year, including the cost of administration.  

Just over 65,000 children participated in the programme in the 2011/2012 school year.  Ap-
proximately 68,000 children availed of the provision in the 2012/2013 academic year, and simi-
lar numbers are expected to avail of the provision during this academic year.   A total of 4,220 
childcare providers are participating in the programme in this academic year and a table listing 
those service providers is being forwarded directly to the Deputy.  

Despite the challenging budgetary situation, the pre-school year has been maintained as a 
universal and free programme, ensuring that a significant number of children can avail of qual-
ity pre-school services who would not otherwise be in a position to do so.

There is an increasing body of Irish and International evidence quantifying the benefits of 
early years interventions in terms of improving children’s outcomes and in delivering signifi-
cant economic and societal return to the state. In this context I believe the introduction of a 



Questions - Written Answers

114

second year would benefit children’s educational and developmental outcomes.    A second free 
pre-school year would represent €2,500 to €3,000 worth of free childcare to parents and would 
be likely to generate 4,000-5,000 new jobs, albeit mostly part-time. 

However, the introduction of a second pre-school year would require considerable addition-
al funding, broadly in line with the cost of the current one-year provision, which is €175 million 
per annum.  This additional funding is not presently available due to the financial constraints 
under which the Government is operating.  In addition, all of the available evidence indicates 
that the quality of the pre-school provision is key to good outcomes for children.  The Early 
Years Quality Agenda, which involves a range of actions in key areas aimed at improving qual-
ity within early years services and enhancing the regulatory regime, is a key building block for 
any further extension of universal childcare provision.

Future developments relating to early years care and education are being considered as part 
of the preparation of the new National Early Years Strategy.  The report of the Expert Advisory 
Group which I appointed to advise on recommendations for inclusion in the Strategy, ‘Right 
from the Start’, sets out a wide range of recommendations for consideration and will contrib-
ute substantially to the final draft of the Early Years Strategy.  One of the recommendations in 
the Report for consideration in the preparation of the Strategy is to extend the free pre-school 
provision, but only after achieving higher quality standards, more investment in training and 
mentoring, and professionalisation of the Early Years workforce.

01/07/2014WRB00200Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

01/07/2014WRB0030081. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when he 
expects to formally establish a commission of investigation into mother and baby homes; the 
budget he will be providing for the Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28012/14]

01/07/2014WRB00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I have outlined 
to the House today, the Commission of Investigation into concerns relating to the Mother and 
Baby Homes will be statutory and independent and will operate under the Commission of In-
vestigations Act, 2004. The process of developing detailed terms of reference for the Commis-
sion is being supported by a high level Cross Departmental Review Committee.  I have received 
an initial report from the Review Committee in recent days. This work is progressing with a 
view to Government finalising the Terms of Reference as soon as practicable. 

I am deeply aware that there are people living with the daily reality of these painful experi-
ences, so establishing an appropriate inquiry which is capable of effectively addressing these 
important matters in a sensitive and timely manner is my primary concern.  It is my intention to 
bring a resolution before both Houses in the coming weeks to facilitate the making of an order 
to formally establish the Commission before the summer recess.

With regard to funding, I am aware of the concerns to ensure that my Department’s re-
sources are not diverted from current supports for children and families to this inquiry. I share 
these concerns. A key task of the initial scoping exercise is to ensure that a realistic approach 
is taken to investigate these matters. Our approach should have regard to the facts established 
through recent inquiries into related institutions, and the general experience gained in conduct-
ing similar investigations into matters of public importance. 

In tandem with the work to progress the terms of reference I will be engaging with my col-
league, the Minister for Public Expenditure, with regard to the additional resources that will be 
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required to facilitate this inquiry. 

01/07/2014WRB00500Child Care Programmes Implementation Platform

01/07/2014WRB0060082. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the anticipated 
timeline for the further development and introduction of the recently-introduced programmes 
implementation platform; the lead agency or agencies for the PIP; his plans to introduce the sys-
tem on a county basis; if so, the counties that will pilot or trial the system; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27973/14]

01/07/2014WRB00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Programmes 
Implementation Platform (PIP) will provide an on-line accessible system that will streamline 
the administration of the three childcare support programmes, the Early Childhood Care and 
Education (ECCE) programme, the Training and Employment Childcare (TEC) programmes 
and the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme, currently implemented by my 
Department.

The new system will substantially reduce paperwork and duplication, simplify administra-
tion and enable the support programmes to be managed more efficiently and effectively.  PIP, 
which is being developed by Pobal and my Department, will be rolled out incrementally and the 
first stage, that will allow services to complete their annual service return, is expected to be in 
place for the beginning of the new school year in September 2014.   The other process facilities 
available under the system will be rolled out on a phased basis with clear instructions provided 
to each service prior to each phase. 

It is anticipated that access will be available to all participating services throughout the coun-
try at the dates of roll out, and support and guidance will be provided to all services throughout  
by Pobal and the local City and County Childcare Committees (CCCs).

01/07/2014WRB00800Child Protection Guidelines

01/07/2014WRB0090083. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
is satisfied in regard to the adequacy of child protection legislation; if identification, reporting 
and follow up continues to be adequate to meet their modern challenges; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27992/14]

01/07/2014WRB01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Children 
First Bill, 2014, which will put elements of the Children First: National Guidance for the Pro-
tection and Welfare of Children (2011) on a statutory footing was published in April, and is 
currently progressing through the Dáil. The introduction of this legislation is in line with a key 
Programme for Government commitment, and it represents an important and necessary addi-
tion to the child welfare and protection system.

Certain persons, who are mandated persons under the Bill, will be required by the legisla-
tion to report child welfare and protection concerns to the Child and Family Agency. Mandated 
persons will also be required to report to the Agency any disclosures of harm made to the 
mandated person by a child.  The reporting of harm to children by persons, who by virtue of 
their training, qualifications and professional experience are well equipped to recognise harm, 
is likely to have a positive effect on the process of assessment of risk by the Agency. The Bill 
also provides that organisations providing services to children will have to consider the poten-
tial for risk to children availing of their services and demonstrate awareness and good practice 
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in a Child Safeguarding Statement which will be available to parents and the public generally. 

The Bill will operate side-by-side with the Children First: National Guidance for the Protec-
tion and Welfare of Children which will continue as the basis for all citizens to report concerns. 
It is intended that the Guidance will be revised and updated to take account of new legislative 
obligations so as to provide in one place a complete reference resource for individuals and or-
ganisations.  This will provide clarity and ensure consistency between the proposed legislation 
and the existing non-statutory obligations which will continue to operate administratively for 
all sectors of society. 

As regards implementation, my Department is taking a lead role in the cross-sectoral imple-
mentation of Children First. A Children First Implementation Inter-Departmental Group has 
been established involving all of the key Government Departments together with the Child and 
Family Agency and An Garda Síochána. The Bill includes a provision to place this Group on a 
statutory basis. The purpose of the Group is to promote the importance of Children First com-
pliance across Government and to ensure a consistent approach is adopted. 

The Child and Family Agency is undertaking significant operational reform of the child 
protection system.  To date this has included, following publication of the Children First Guid-
ance, the implementation of Children First training and the publication of a Child Protection 
and Welfare Practice Handbook.  

It is also important to emphasise that the Children First Bill forms part of a suite of child 
protection legislation including the Criminal Justice (Withholding of Information on Offences 
Against Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 and the National Vetting Bureau (Children 
and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012.

01/07/2014WRB01100Early Years Strategy Implementation

01/07/2014WRB0120084. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the provision 
that is being made within the forthcoming early years strategy for pre-school children with ad-
ditional needs in terms of additional resources and supports; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28011/14]

01/07/2014WRB01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The development 
of Ireland’s first Early Years Strategy for children in the early years of their lives, is being pro-
gressed in my Department.   The objective is to create an innovative and dynamic blueprint for 
the future development of Ireland’s early years sector and a coherent approach to seeking to 
improve the lives of children from birth to 6 years. 

The Early Years Strategy, which is expected to be published later this year, will address a 
range of issues affecting children in their first years of life such as child health and well-being, 
parenting and family support, learning and development,  play and recreation and issues sur-
rounding supports for children with special needs. 

The Early Childhood Care and Education programme, which was introduced in January 
2010 and provides a free pre-school year to all eligible children before commencing primary 
school, includes a number of additional provisions to take account of children with special 
needs.  These include an exemption from the upper age limit for qualification under the pro-
gramme where a child is developmentally delayed and would benefit from starting primary 
school at a later age.  In addition, children with special needs can apply to have the pre-school 
year split over two years on a pro-rata basis, for example availing of the programme for 2 days 
a week in the first year and for 3 days a week in the second year.
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I am aware that the Health Service Executive does, where possible, provide additional sup-
ports to children with special needs to enable them to avail of pre-school services in mainstream 
pre-school settings.  My Department has been working with the Department of Health in the 
context of building better supports to facilitate the inclusion of special needs children in main-
stream pre-school settings.   However, the issue of supports for children with special needs 
availing of services in mainstream pre-school settings remains a matter for the Department of 
Health and the HSE.

/07/2014WRB01400Child Care Services Funding

01/07/2014WRB0150085. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
ensure that a child care service (details supplied) will remain open and fully funded; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28005/14]

01/07/2014WRB01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is a matter of 
record that this Centre has been experiencing cash flow difficulties.  The Centre incurred ex-
penditure of €2.022m in 2013 and received funding amounting to €1.96m, resulting in a deficit 
of €62,000. Projections by the Centre show that income of approximately €1.8m is anticipated 
during 2014.  With such a level of financial support available it should be possible to work con-
structively to continue services and avoid the closure scenario that has previously been outlined 
by the Centre. 

Senior representatives from the Child and Family Agency, Pobal, Dublin City Childcare 
Committee and representatives from the board and management of the Centre have met on a 
number of occasions to explore options available to allow the service operate on a sustainable 
basis within the allocated funding. A number of options were considered and to assist in this 
process, Dublin City Childcare Committee engaged the services of an external mentor to under-
take an independent detailed analysis of the matter.

I understand that the external mentor will complete their report by mid July, 2014.  The ob-
jective is to ensure the development of a sustainable model of service delivery into the future. 

In parallel, a wider examination will be undertaken of the level and range of early years 
services supported by the State in the Darndale/Belcamp/Moatview area generally.   

The Child and Family Agency, as one of a number of State funders of the Centre, agreed 
and has made additional pre-payments to the end of August.  This is in addition to previous pre-
payments advanced for May and June.  

I very much welcome the process of engagement which is in place and I hope that a satisfac-
tory outcome will be arrived at which will ensure the continued operation of the Centre within 
the significant funding levels available.

01/07/2014WRB01700Child Care Services Regulation

01/07/2014WRB0180086. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views that 
one year on from the “Prime Time” investigation into crèches, a new registration process has 
still not been enacted, new child care services continue to use the old notification model; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28008/14]

01/07/2014WRB01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Significant prog-
ress has been made in implementing the National Early Years Quality Agenda, which involves a 
range of actions in key areas aimed at improving quality within early years services and enhanc-
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ing the regulatory regime.  Additional funding of €4.5 million has been allocated in 2014 for 
this work.  The Quality Agenda provides an overdue recognition of the importance of promot-
ing quality in early years settings in contrast to earlier decades where the predominant focus has 
been on the number of places and facilities available.

A number of amendments were made to the Child Care Act 1991 in the Child and Family 
Agency Act 2013 which completed its passage through the House at the end of last year.  Regu-
lations to give effect to the legislative changes are expected to be published later this month.  At 
that point, a new registration system which will require childcare services to register with the 
Early Years Inspectorate in advance of opening, rather than simply notifying the Inspectorate of 
their existence, will be placed on a statutory basis.  This will require the Inspectorate to com-
mence the assessment of the quality of a service before it opens.  Inspectors will also be able to 
impose conditions on services which, if not complied with, can result in de-registration.  In the 
meantime, services are being registered on an administrative basis, and all new services receive 
a pre-registration visit from the Early Years Inspectorate. 

The drafting of the regulations required a review of the draft National Standards and of the 
2006 Regulations and the associated guidance document as well as input from Tusla, who have 
to implement new systems for implementing the new regulations.  Legal advice has informed 
the approach taken and I expect all matters to be finalised so as to allow for the making of regu-
lations this month.

Under the legislation, existing notified providers are deemed registered for a period of three 
years with a requirement to reapply for registration within three years.

While very significant progress has been made, the Department of Children and Youth Af-
fairs will continue to build on the actions to date to continually improve quality in early years 
services. The Department will continue to progress the quality agenda, as well as continuing to 
support childcare provision through the current and targeted capital funding.  

Some €3 million in additional funding is being made available over 2014 and 2015 through 
a Learner Fund to support existing staff to achieve the new mandatory qualification require-
ments.  Over 2,200 staff have applied to have their training supported from this Fund and I 
welcome the strong commitment which this demonstrates on the part of staff and the wider sec-
tor to the Quality Agenda.  A new National Early Years Quality Support Service, employing 30 
graduates in early childhood care and education, will commence providing mentoring support 
to services in October this year.  The promotion of higher and more consistent quality across all 
early years services will require sustained effort involving many different activities and actions.

However, I welcome the widespread engagement withe National Early Years Quality Agen-
da which is evident from the range of initiatives being directed by my Department. 

01/07/2014WRB02000Adoption Services Provision

01/07/2014WRB0210087. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the measures 
he will be putting in place relating to information and tracing in adoption; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28015/14]

01/07/2014WRB02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is 
continuing work on the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill and I hope to be in a position 
to seek Government approval to publish the Heads of the Bill as soon as possible.  While I am 
anxious to improve the legal basis for access to adoption records, proposals to Government have 
to reflect the constraints on the Legislature in providing such access if they are not to fall foul of 
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Constitutional challenge. The Office of the Attorney General has provided comprehensive legal 
advice to the Department that has assisted in identifying the Constitutional parameters within 
which the Heads of the Bill have to be drafted. The most difficult situations to address within 
the proposed legislation are those where the consent of other parties, such as natural mothers, 
does not exist for the release of information. 

It is intended to proceed to finalise legislative proposals so that I may bring proposals to 
the Government as soon as possible.  Subsequent consideration by the Oireachtas Health and 
Children Committee will allow the issues to be carefully teased out and the views of different 
interested parties on these important and sensitive matters to be fully considered.  

In addition, improvements to existing procedures for the provision of adoption information 
and tracing services, which are provided nationally by the Child and Family Agency, are ongo-
ing. A number of religious orders have transferred records from their Mother and Baby Homes 
and adoption societies to the Child and Family Agency.  Work by the Agency on the organising 
and storage of these records is underway. 

The importance of arrangements for the management of these records has been raised di-
rectly with the Child and Family Agency and I have also asked my officials to examine the 
work that could be undertaken with the Child and Family Agency, the Adoption Authority and 
other stakeholders to improve arrangements for managing and accessing the records that are 
available. 

I would urge birth mothers and those affected by adoption to enrol on the National Adoption 
Contact Preference Register which was established in 2005 to assist adopted people and their 
natural families to make contact with each other, exchange information or state their contact 
preferences.  Applicants decide, through a range of information and contact options, how they 
wish to proceed.  The Adoption Authority of Ireland has responsibility for the operation of the 
Contact Preference Register.  The public attention this area is currently receiving provides the 
opportunity to promote awareness amongst women whose children were adopted of the impor-
tance of registering their consent for contact to be re-established.

01/07/2014WRB02300Detention Centres Provision

01/07/2014WRB0240088. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 120 of 13 May 2014, if he will provide a report on the work of 
the working group comprising representatives from his Department, the Department of Justice 
and Equality, the Irish Prison Service, the Children Detentions Schools, the Child and Family 
Agency and the Probation Service regarding its work on issues arising from the transfer of re-
sponsibility for the detention of 17 year old males from the prison system to Oberstown House; 
and if he will provide an update on the working group’s consideration of a solution to the posi-
tion of 17 year olds on remand in St. Patrick’s Institution. [27947/14]

01/07/2014WRB02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There is a com-
mitment in the Programme for Government to end the practice of detaining children in adult 
prison facilities, which under the Children Act 2001 means all young people up to the age of 18 
years. The transfer of responsibility for 16 year old boys was implemented in May 2012 and this 
commitment under the programme for Government will be met in full later this year when the 
extension of the Oberstown campus results in the transfer of responsibility for 17 year old males 
from the adult prison system to the children detention schools.  The Office of Public Works, 
OPW, is overseeing the delivery of the project with the contractor involved, BAM Building 
Limited. I understand there has been some weeks’ delay in the construction programme due to 
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weather and other issues but the OPW and the Department continue to emphasise the need to 
make up any time possible in order to meet the agreed project timeline for delivery of the first 
three units by the end of this year.

The Working Group referred to by the Deputy was asked to compile a report on all issues 
arising from the planned transfer of responsibility for detention of 17 year old males from 
the prison system to the Oberstown campus.  The report of the Working Group has not been 
finalised as of yet but I am aware that many of the issues discussed by the working group are 
being progressed, including the building project, the recruitment of new care staff, the develop-
ment of therapeutic services for young people, necessary legal provisions, security planning 
and communication between all affected agencies.  I expect to receive the report shortly. 

The position of 17 year old males on remand in St Patrick’s Institution will be fully resolved 
when responsibility for all 17 year old males is transferred to the Oberstown campus later this 
year.  An interim proposal has been suggested which would involve the designation of Wheat-
field Place of Detention as a remand centre under the Children Act 2001, pending the opening 
of the expanded facilities in Oberstown. The current position is that this proposal cannot be 
implemented for legal reasons.  However, I intend to discuss the matter further with my col-
league, the Minister for Justice and Equality after I have received and considered the Working 
Group report. 

01/07/2014WRB02600Departmental Funding

01/07/2014WRB0270089. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will agree in 
principle to establishing a funding mechanism to provide for memorials for all the mother and 
baby homes angels plots as a sign of good faith to the victims of these institutions. [27938/14]

01/07/2014WRB02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I have outlined 
to the House today, the Government is committed to establishing a Commission of Investiga-
tion into concerns relating to the Mother and Baby Homes. The process of developing detailed 
terms of reference for the Commission is being supported by a high level Cross Departmental 
Review Committee.  I have received an initial report from the Review Committee in recent 
days. This work is progressing with a view to Government finalising the Terms of Reference as 
soon as practicable. 

Public calls to include a range of institutions, and concerns such as the one of memorials 
raised by the Deputy, are also being considered as part of this work.  I am deeply aware that 
there are people living with the daily reality of these painful experiences, so establishing an ap-
propriate inquiry which is capable of effectively addressing these important matters in a sensi-
tive and timely manner is my primary concern.

As well as working closely with my own officials, I wish to acknowledge the constructive 
contribution of the Government Deputies and opposition spokespersons with whom I have 
met in recent days. I look forward to continuing engagement across the House with a view to 
achieving all-party consensus as the necessary arrangements are finalised.

I have also met with representatives of a number of key advocacy groups and Church lead-
ers, including the Adoption Rights Alliance, First Mothers Group, Bethany Homes Survivors 
Group, Cúnamh, Adoption Loss and Archbishop Diarmuid Martin. I also hope to meet with 
Archbishop Jackson at his earliest availability. A focus on survivors has been raised with me in 
this context. 

The submissions made to me during these constructive discussions, together with those 
received through my Department’s dedicated e-mail facility, will feed into the process.  I am 
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confident that this inclusive approach in the essential scoping phase will assist in establishing 
an inquiry which is capable of effectively addressing these important matters in a sensitive and 
timely manner. 

I am committed to taking the most appropriate approach to establish the truth in respect of 
these deeply tragic and disturbing events. It is my intention to bring a resolution before both 
Houses in the coming weeks to facilitate the making of an order to formally establish the Com-
mission before the summer recess.

01/07/2014WRB02900Child Death Review Group Report

01/07/2014WRB0300090. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views on 
the findings of the child death review. [27990/14]

01/07/2014WRB03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The National Re-
view Panel was established in 2010 to review serious incidences and deaths of children in care, 
young people receiving aftercare services and children known to Child Protection and Welfare 
Services.  It is chaired by Dr Helen Buckley and is independent in its functions.  

The National Review Panel’s individual and annual reports are published on the Child and 
Family Agency’s website and are available for the three year period between 2010 and 2012.  
The latest National Review Panel Annual Report 2   indicates that over the three year period it 
was notified of 60 deaths (22 in 2010; 15 in 2011 and 23 in 2012).  Further breakdown of cases 
reviewed indicate the following:

- Seven children were in care at the time of death (2 in 2010; 2 in 2011 and 3 in 2012),

- Eight were receiving aftercare services (4 in 2010; 2 in 2011 and 2 in 2012),

- Forty five were living with their family and known to child protection services (16 in 2010; 
11 in 2011 and 18 in 2012).

The report further notes that the highest proportion of notified deaths between 2010 and 
2012 concerned children or babies who died by natural causes.  The majority of these (9) were 
babies whose cause of death was sudden unexpected death in infancy.  The next most common 
cause for 8 children was complications due to congenital abnormalities, two children died from 
terminal cancer and two died from complications of serious illness.

Fourteen children and young people died unexpectedly from accidental causes, seven of 
which were road traffic incidents.  The remaining seven involved accidents of a different nature 
including fire, domestic accidents involving two small children and one older teenager and two 
outdoor accidents involving a drowning and a fall.  Six of the young people died from drug 
overdoses.  In all but one case the young person was found dead and toxicology reports indi-
cated drug misuse.

What is alarming is that the largest number of unexpected deaths was from suicide.  In 2012 
nine children and young people up to the age of 20 died by suicide.  One young person was 
in HSE care at the time of death having been known to HSE services for a very short period.  
Three suicide victims were young adults in receipt of aftercare services. It is well acknowl-
edged that adolescence can be a difficult time for some children but especially those who have 
experienced early adversity. These difficulties present across all areas of a child’s life including 
health, education and in the community.  It is important that people working in these settings 
know how to identify and support children using a multi-agency approach for those who are 



Questions - Written Answers

122

experiencing difficulties.

As of December 2012, 24 National Review Panel reports have been published.  While the 
Panel reported on a number of management and practice weaknesses, there was no case where 
the review team concluded that action or inaction on the part of the HSE services was a direct 
contributory factor in the child or young person’s death.  The report notes that many of its rec-
ommendations have been implemented.  My Department follows up recommendations made in 
the NRP reports to ensure they are in place. I am happy that the work of the National Review 
Panel is identifying areas where practice can be improved and the Agency’s response.  

The reform programme of the Child and Family Agency is extensive.  The Agency’s Busi-
ness Plan for 2014 sets out in strategic terms the overall approach to be adopted by the Agency 
to the provision of child and family services and reflects a range of policy priorities which my 
predecessor communicated to the Agency last December.  The  Plan includes a particular focus 
on areas of service development and reform.  

My Department  has adopted a cross-Government and inter-agency approach to ensuring 
that we deliver a timely, comprehensive and integrated service to vulnerable children and fami-
lies.  This will require the support and input of various departments and agencies to ensure that 
vulnerable children and families can access necessary services. 

01/07/2014WRB03200Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

01/07/2014WRB0330091. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
support a full and proper inquiry into all former mother and baby homes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27898/14]

01/07/2014WRB03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
has undertaken to establish a Commission of Investigation into the disturbing revelations on 
conditions and related matters in Mother and Baby Homes. I have publicly confirmed that the 
intended scope of this investigation will go beyond the home operated by the Sisters of Bon 
Secours in Tuam, Co. Galway and will include the Bethany Homes. These announcements have 
been widely welcomed.

The Commission of Investigation will be statutory and independent and will operate un-
der the Commission of Investigations Act, 2004. The process of developing detailed terms of 
reference for the Commission is being supported by a high level Cross Departmental Review 
Committee.  I have received an initial report from the Review Committee in recent days. The 
Committee is continuing to collate the necessary information in preparation for further detailed 
consideration of the matter by Government in the coming weeks.

The appropriate model, including matters such as the expertise required within the Com-
mission, is being considered as part of this scoping process. Public calls to include a range of 
institutions, and concerns related to particular practices, are also being considered as part of this 
work.  A key task of the initial scoping exercise is to ensure that a realistic approach is taken to 
the investigation of these matters. The Commission’s approach should have regard to the facts 
established through recent inquiries into related institutions, and the general experience gained 
in conducting similar investigations into matters of public importance.

As well as working closely with my own officials, I wish to acknowledge the constructive 
contribution of the Government Deputies and opposition spokespersons with whom I have 
met in recent days. I look forward to continuing engagement across the House with a view to 
achieving all-party consensus as the necessary arrangements are finalised.
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I have also met with representatives of a number of key advocacy groups and Church lead-
ers, including the Adoption Rights Alliance, First Mothers Group, Bethany Homes Survivors 
Group, Cúnamh, Adoption Loss and Archbishop Diarmuid Martin. I also hope to meet with 
Archbishop Jackson at his earliest availability. 

The submissions made to me during these constructive discussions, together with those 
received through my Department’s dedicated e-mail facility, will feed into the process.  I am 
confident that this inclusive approach in the essential scoping phase will assist in establishing 
an inquiry which is capable of effectively addressing these important matters in a sensitive and 
timely manner. 

I can assure the House that I am committed to taking the most appropriate approach to 
establish the truth in respect of these deeply tragic and disturbing events. It is my intention to 
bring a resolution before both Houses in the coming weeks to facilitate the making of an order 
to formally establish the Commission before the summer recess.

01/07/2014WRB03500Child Death Review Group Report

01/07/2014WRB0360092. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views re-
garding the fact that the numbers of deaths of children in State care, after care or known to the 
Health Service Executive has not significantly declined since the publication of the child death 
review; and the action he will take regarding same. [27939/14]

01/07/2014WRB03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Report of 
the Independent Review Groupwhich was published in July 2010, arising from the work of an 
independent group established by the then Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to examine 
the deaths of children in care, aftercare or involved with child protection and welfare services 
from January 2000 to April 2010.  The report indicated that 196 children had died during this 
period of over 10 years.  This statistic was reported widely in the media and while the loss of 
any child is tragic it is important that further context is provided so that the number and causes 
of child deaths, particularly of children in care, is not exaggerated and that learning is taken and 
acted upon.  

The Report differentiated between categories of children (children in care at the time of 
death, young people over 18 receiving an aftercare service and children who had been referred 
to child protection and welfare services because of concerns but who were living at home).  It 
also differentiated between deaths from natural causes which were anticipated due to serious 
illness and disability and non-natural which included deaths related to substance abuse, suicide 
and accidents.

- 36 children were in care at the time of death (19 were deaths due to natural causes and 17 
were non-natural)

- 32 young people were over the age of 18 and in receipt of aftercare services (5 deaths were 
due to natural causes and 27 were non-natural)

- 128 children were living at home but had been referred to child protection services due to 
concerns (60 deaths were due to natural causes and 68 were non-natural).

The Report made a number of recommendations for improvement including that any death 
of a child in care, aftercare or known to child protection services should be reviewed.

Later in 2010, a National Review Panel was established by the Health Service Executive 
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(now the Child and Family Agency) based on guidance published by the Health Information 
and Quality Authority.  The National Review Panel is independently chaired by Dr Helen Buck-
ley, School of Social Work and Social Policy, Trinity College.  It is mandated to review all 
deaths and serious incidents involving children in care, aftercare and known to child protection 
services.  Its reports are published on the Child and Family Agency’s website and are available 
for the three year period between 2010 and 2012.  The latest National Review Panel Annual Re-
port 2012   indicates that at the end of 2012, the HSE had notified it of 60 deaths (22 in 2010; 15 
in 2011 and 23 in 2012).  Further breakdown of cases reviewed by the National Review Panel 
indicate the following:

- Seven children were in care at the time of death (2 in 2010; 2 in 2011 and 3 in 2012),

- Eight were receiving aftercare services (4 in 2010; 2 in 2011 and 2 in 2012),

- 45 were living with their family and known to child protection services (16 in 2010; 11 in 
2011 and 18 in 2012).

It is important that a factual and contextual account is provided for deaths of children in care 
or known to Child Welfare and Protection Services.  While it has been reported in the media 
recently that 23 children in care died in 2012, the facts are that:

- Three of the 23 children and young people were in the care of the HSE,

- Two of the 23 children and young people had been in receipt of after care services,

- Eighteen children and young adults (up to age 20) were living in their family homes with 
their parent/parents,

- 35% of children died of natural causes,

- 40% of the deaths reviewed were young people aged between 17 and 20 years and due to 
high risk behaviours,

- Younger children mainly died from natural causes and accidents.

As of December 2012, 24 National Review Panel reports have been published.  While the 
National Review Panel reported on a number of management and practice weaknesses, there 
was no case where the review team concluded that action or inaction on the part of the HSE 
services was a direct contributory factor in the child or young person’s death.  The Panel’s 2012 
Annual Report notes that it found examples of positive practice at all levels in the majority of 
cases that it reviewed.  The report also notes that many of its recommendations in early reports 
are redundant in the context of the current reform of services including changes in management 
and governance and the establishment of the new Agency.  My Department follows up recom-
mendations made in the National Review Panel reports to ensure they are implemented. I am 
happy that the work of the National Review Panel is identifying areas where practice can be im-
proved and the Agency’s response.  The Child and Family Agency Business Plan 2014   sets out 
the overall approach for the provision of services to children and families and reflects a wide 
range of policy priorities which my predecessor communicated to the Agency last December. 

01/07/2014WRB03800European Council Meetings

01/07/2014WRB0390093. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if the situation in Iraq was discussed at 
the EU Council meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26990/14]
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01/07/2014WRB0400094. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if the EU Council made any decision re-
garding further sanctions on Syria at its recent meeting; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26991/14]

01/07/2014WRB04100The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 93 and 94 together.

Recent events in Iraq were not discussed at the European Council.  Nor did the European 
Council discuss further sanctions on Syria.  However, we did discuss the ongoing crisis there 
in the context of our discussions on Freedom, Security and Justice, in particular the need to 
increase contributions to global resettlements efforts.  

I will make a full Statement to the Dáil tomorrow on the discussions at the June European 
Council.01/2014WRB04200

Tax Settlements

01/07/2014WRB0430095. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the position regarding his Department’s 
recent tax settlement with the Revenue Commissioners over taxis; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27813/14]

01/07/2014WRB04400The Taoiseach: As I stated in my reply to PQ 25822/14 on 17 June, in March this year 
following a review by my Department an unprompted voluntary disclosure was made to the 
Revenue Commissioners which included a liability for benefit in kind in relation to use of taxis 
to and from home of €24, 506, including penalties and interest. This reflected a long-standing 
practice where staff are sometimes required to work outside normal office hours in order to 
carry out their official duties, in most cases due to Oireachtas sittings.  Revenue guidelines re-
quire that benefit in kind is due on the costs of taxis from home to headquarters and vice versa.  
My Department has put in place revised arrangements to ensure compliance with Revenue 
Guidelines in respect of benefit in kind on taxi journeys to and from home.

01/07/2014WRB04500International Agreements

01/07/2014WRB0460096. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade when 
the optional protocol of the ICESCR will be ratified. [27878/14]

01/07/2014WRB04700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
opened for signature by UN Member States in New York in September 2009. To date, 45 states 
have signed the Optional Protocol. This includes 11 of the 28 European Union Member States. 
15 states have ratified the Optional Protocol: Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herze-
govina, Cap Verde, Ecuador, El Salvador, Finland, Gabon, Mongolia, Montenegro, Portugal, 
Slovakia, Spain, and Uruguay. The Optional Protocol entered into force on 5 May 2013, three 
months after the deposit with the United Nations Secretary-General of the tenth instrument of 
ratification or accession.Ireland signed the Optional Protocol on 23 March 2012.    Ratification 
of the Optional Protocol is a separate step, which will be preceded by a thorough screening of 
the obligations to be assumed. This will require extensive consultation with all Departments 
involved and consideration by the Government in due course.

01/07/2014WRB04800Honorary Titles

01/07/2014WRB0490097. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
subject to article 40.2.2 of the Constitution, if a title of nobility or honour which has been 
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awarded to an Irish citizen has ever been approved by a Government of this State. [28144/14]

01/07/2014WRB05000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Since 
2000, we are aware of eight cases where titles of nobility or of honour were conferred on Irish 
citizens by another State, one in 2001, two in 2005, one in 2008, two in 2013 and two in 2014.  
In all eight cases, we understand that the persons concerned were also citizens of the State 
conferring the awards. The prior approval of Government was sought and granted in all cases, 
except one.  In that particular case, in 2005, the approach to the Department was made two days 
after the award. This approach referred to an earlier request in 2005 in which the Department 
had been asked to approve and had agreed to an honorary award for the person concerned. In 
the event, the honorary award was changed to a substantive one. While taking account of this 
background, the Department also emphasised to the Government concerned the importance on 
all such occasions for the prior approval of the Government to be obtained.

01/07/2014WRB05100Human Rights Issues

01/07/2014WRB0520098. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade in view of the recent World Refugee Week, if his attention has been drawn to the UN-
HCR estimates that more than 86,000 persons have left Burma on boats since June 2012, the 
majority of which are of the Rohingya Community risking injury or death as a result of fleeing; 
the representations that have been made in respect of the UNHCR’s call for temporary arrange-
ments to be made for the Rohingya until the situation stabilises including the call for acquiring 
the documented right to remain in the host country for the designated period, protection against 
arbitrary detention, respect for family unity, guarantees of shelter as well as access to service 
and lawful work opportunities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27846/14]

01/07/2014WRB05300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government continues to closely follow the situation of the Rohingya people in Myanmar/
Burma and those who have left Myanmar/Burma for neighbouring states. I am aware of the 
UNHCR’s estimates that more than 86,000 persons have left Myanmar/ Burma on boats since 
June 2012. I am also aware of the continuing problem of internally displaced peoples within 
Myanmar. Ireland together with EU partners calls on the Government of Myanmar/Burma to 
address the underlying causes of ethnic tensions in Rakhine State - between the ethnically dis-
tinct Muslim Rohinga population and the Buddhist Rakhine population - and guarantee respect 
for human rights and the rule of law for all people in Myanmar/Burma.  Ireland calls for more 
investment in early recovery and support for livelihood opportunities for both communities. 
Economic integration and interdependency can be a vehicle for cooperation and peace between 
the communities. A longer-term Government strategy for rehabilitation and reconciliation is re-
quired.   The Irish Embassy in Vietnam, which is accredited to Myanmar/Burma, closely moni-
tors developments, and, in September 2013, Ambassador Damien Cole travelled to Rakhine 
state to assess the situation on the ground.  Most recently, the Ambassador visited Naypyidaw 
on 23 May 2014 and met with the Minister for Foreign Affairs.  At that meeting he expressed 
Ireland’s concerns about the situation of the Rohingya people in Rakhine state and humanitar-
ian access to the region.

At the Foreign Affairs Council on 12 May 2014, EU Foreign Ministers approved the estab-
lishment of a formal EU-Myanmar Human Rights Dialogue. The first such Dialogue took place 
in Myanmar on 20 May. Discussions there touched on most topics of concern, in particular 
discrimination, hate speech and inter-communal violence against the Rohingyas in Rakhine, 
and in other parts of Myanmar. It also focused on political prisoners, land and labour rights, 
freedom of expression, and cooperation with international Human Rights mechanisms and in 
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multilateral fora. 

At the dialogue, the EU stressed that continued efforts to achieve ethnic peace and to end 
discrimination and violence in Rakhine State were absolutely key for the success of Myanmar’s 
continued transition to democracy. The EU encouraged the Myanmar government to address 
the underlying causes of inter-communal violence, including the status and welfare of the Ro-
hingya and expressed regret that Rohingya could not self-identify during the recent census.  The 
EU also expressed readiness to cooperate with Myanmar on initiatives which promote inter-
communal understanding. 

In March 2014, the UN Human Rights Council, of which Ireland is currently a member, ad-
opted an EU-led resolution on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, and urged the Govern-
ment of Myanmar to step up its efforts to put an end to such remaining human rights violations 
and abuses. The resolution reiterated the Council’s serious concern about the situation of the 
Rohingya and other minorities in Rakhine State.

Previously, at the 23rd session of the UN Human Rights Council in May/June of 2013, Ire-
land and our fellow Council members urged the government there to grant full citizenship rights 
to the Rohingya in Rakhine, and review the 1982 citizenship law.

In relation to the UNHCR’s call for temporary arrangements to be made for the Rohingya 
until the situation stabilises   in Rakhine, I would recall that in 2009 82 members of the Ro-
hingya community were settled in Carlow and 5 others were settled in Dublin. The Rohingya 
had had only limited access to education in refugee and transit camps before arrival in Ireland 
but despite these disadvantages they are reported to have settled well. 

Currently, the EU is providing around 70 million Euro to the people of Rakhine State, most 
of which is used to meet the humanitarian needs of the people of the region. The EU will pro-
vide 688 million Euro in development aid to Myanmar over the period 2014-2020. The EU will 
also provide over 46 million Euro in funding to neighbouring states that have received Rohinga 
people fleeing from Rakhine due to inter-ethnic violence.

Since 2007, over 7 million Euro has been provided by Irish Aid to NGOs and Irish mis-
sionaries for both long term development and emergency and recovery responses in Myanmar/
Burma. In December 2013, I announced an additional programme of funding worth 500,000 
Euro for a bilateral development assistance programme in 2013.  The same level of funding has 
also been agreed for 2014.   Trocaire have also received 425,825 Euro in funding in 2014 from 
Irish Aid under the Humanitarian Programme Plan for Food Security, Livelihood and Protec-
tion assistance programme in Laiza, Kachin State, Myanmar.

01/07/2014WRB05400Military Aircraft Landings

01/07/2014WRB0550099. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the country of origin of all military aircraft which landed in Shannon in the past 12 months. 
[27879/14]

01/07/2014WRB05600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Air Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) Order 1952 gives the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
primary responsibility for the regulation of activity by foreign military aircraft in Ireland. My 
Department grants permission for the landing of foreign military aircraft at Shannon Airport 
subject to conditions that apply to landings at Irish airports by foreign military aircraft; namely 
that the aircraft are unarmed, carry no arms, ammunition or explosives, do not engage in intel-
ligence gathering, and that the flights in question do not form any part of military exercises or 
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operations. The countries of origin of the military aircraft for which permission to land at Shan-
non Airport was granted over the last 12 months are listed below:

Australia

Bahrain

Belgium

Canada

Cote D’Ivoire

Croatia

Czech Republic

Egypt

France

Gabon

Germany

Greece

India

Italy

Jordan

Lebanon

Libya

Malaysia

Mexico

Morocco

Netherlands

Oman

Pakistan

Panama

Poland

Qatar

Romania

Sweden

Switzerland
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Turkey

UAE

UK

USA

Vietnam

Yemen

01/07/2014WRB05700Diplomatic Representation

01/07/2014WRB05800100. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he acknowledges the potential that large sporting events such as the World Cup have in 
benefitting the marginalised in other countries if they are taken into consideration from the be-
ginning of its organisation; if he has made representations to officials in Brazil this year asking 
them to take into consideration local community needs, the need to bridge cultural and ethnic 
divides still pervasive in Brazilian society and to design the World Cup events with the rights 
of affected communities central to the process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27965/14]

01/07/2014WRB05900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Brazil 
has made remarkable progress in terms of economic growth and social development since its 
return to democracy a little over 25 years ago.  Notably, and very positively, Brazil has devel-
oped and delivered policies that have lifted an estimated 40 million people from poverty. Large 
sporting events such as the World Cup have enormous potential to benefit widely the societies 
in which they take place and this has increasingly become a consideration for host countries, as 
the positive experience of the 2012 London Olympics has shown.  Brazil has, from the begin-
ning, taken a pro-active stand with regard to spreading the benefits of the World Cup, including 
through the choice of 12 host cities in order to ensure that the benefits of hosting the tournament 
would not be confined only to wealthier and more developed regions of the country.  It is also 
my understanding that 100,000 free tickets have been made available to public school students, 
indigenous communities and the construction workers who helped to build the new stadiums.

The Brazilian Government’s projections are that the 2014 World Cup will increase the coun-
try’s GDP by almost 10 billion Euro and that, as well as investments in the match stadiums, the 
World Cup has led to an acceleration of investment in roads, airports and urban mobility proj-
ects, including public transportation, new urban roads, bus rapid transit and light rail vehicle 
systems.  The World Cup is also expected to generate significant employment and revenue in 
Brazil’s tourism sector.  

Brazil has a strong civil society sector with many non-governmental organisations operating 
within the country.  These civil society organisations advocate on behalf of and provide sup-
port to marginalised sections of society such as minorities, people affected by disabilities and 
by poverty. Since the establishment of Ireland’s Embassy in Brazil fourteen years ago, Ireland 
has provided development assistance to small–scale development projects in poor and disad-
vantaged areas. 

Funding of almost €3.3million has been channelled in the past five years through Irish Aid, 
the Government’s overseas development assistance programme, to support various develop-
ment projects implemented by civil society organisations.  This funding has been provided pri-
marily through the Civil Society Fund (CSF) and In Country Micro Projects Scheme (ICMPS).  
The CSF supports Irish and invited international NGOs to undertake small-scale development 
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projects, whilst the ICMPS enables Embassies and Consulates in countries without a bilateral 
Irish Aid programme to directly support micro projects addressing the root causes of poverty 
and injustice.  Funding has also been channelled through Misean Cara which provides support 
for Irish missionary congregations involved in development work.  Such congregations are 
actively engaged in a wide range of development work, focused, in Brazil, primarily on social 
justice, urban community and education initiatives.

01/07/2014WRC00200Overseas Development Aid Expenditure

01/07/2014WRC00300101. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the percentage of foreign aid supplied by Ireland to beneficiary countries reserved for spending 
on Irish produce; if he will explore the possibility of benefiting countries spending a certain 
percentage of the foreign aid from Ireland on Irish produce. [28088/14]

01/07/2014WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Government’s policy for international development, One World One Future, which 
was launched last year, confirms Ireland’s commitment to maintaining a high quality aid pro-
gramme, firmly focused on reducing poverty and hunger in least developed countries and ensur-
ing the people of those countries can realise their rights and potential.  The policy also reaffirms 
our commitment to providing “aid that is not conditional on procurement of goods and services 
from Ireland”.  All of Ireland’s aid to developing countries is 100 per cent untied. The principle 
of untied aid is a core feature of the work to make aid effective, and Ireland’s policy and per-
formance have been recognised internationally, including by the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development. Development assistance is most effective when it supports the 
objectives that people, communities and Governments set themselves as priorities for national 
development and the fight to end poverty and hunger.  Delivering development assistance as 
untied aid to developing countries is the best way to ensure that poor countries gain control over 
their own destiny and that all development resources, both external and internal, can be used 
coherently and provide the best value for money.  Evidence has shown that the “tying” of aid 
can increase the costs of development projects by as much as 15-30%.

While the Government remains committed to ensuring that Ireland’s official aid is fully 
untied, we are determined to explore synergies between our aid programme and sectors where 
Irish companies have particular expertise or comparative advantage. Irish companies can, of 
course, bid on Irish Aid funded projects as part of international competitive bidding processes. 
Through our Embassies in our partner countries, we work to identify areas where cooperation 
between Irish Aid and Irish industry can yield benefits for our development partners.  This 
approach is central to my Department’s Africa Strategy which seeks to expand our ties with 
African countries, developing relationships that include strengthened trade, investment, and 
people-to-people links.

01/07/2014WRC00500Foreign Conflicts

01/07/2014WRC00600102. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will outline the most recent discussions at the European Union Foreign Affairs Council 
with regard to the Ukrainian crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28230/14]

01/07/2014WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
crisis in Ukraine was a major focus of discussions at the EU Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) 
last week, which I attended. Ministers were briefed on the current situation by the new Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, Pavel Klimkin, who presented his President’s peace plan and 
called for our support. In our conclusions, we welcomed the plan as a major chance for de-
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escalation and commended President Poroshenko’s determined actions towards peace and sta-
bility in Ukraine since his inauguration. We also called on the Russian Federation to support the 
peace plan and adopt effective measures to stop the continued flow of illegal fighters, arms and 
equipment over the border into Ukraine.  We encouraged the Ukrainian authorities to continue 
their reform efforts, including as regards constitutional and decentralisation reforms, the rights 
of persons belonging to national minorities, the reform of the judiciary, fight against corruption 
and improving the business climate.

The Council conclusions also reaffirmed the EU’s strong condemnation of the illegal an-
nexation of Crimea and Sevastopol. The FAC decided to prohibit the import into the EU of 
goods originating from Crimea or Sevastopol with the exception of those with a certificate of 
origin issued by the Government of Ukraine. The Council called on the European External Ac-
tion Service and the Commission to continue to monitor the situation, and to present further 
measures, as necessary. We also urged UN member states to consider similar measures, in line 
with UN General Assembly Resolution 68/262 of 27 March 2014 concerning the territorial 
integrity of Ukraine.

Importantly, the Council conclusions also re-affirmed the EU’s support for the work of the 
OSCE’s Special Monitoring Mission and agreed to establish a CSDP mission to assist Ukraine 
in the field of civilian security sector reform, including policing and the rule of law. I welcome 
these positive developments.

The Council expressed its regret that talks, facilitated by the European Commission, relat-
ing to the supply of gas from the Russian Federation to Ukraine have so far been inconclusive 
and urged both sides to reach an agreement as soon as possible.

On possible further sanctions, the Council recalled that the Commission, European External 
Action Service and the Member States have been undertaking preparatory work on possible 
targeted measures so that further steps can be taken should events in Eastern Ukraine so require.

Since the FAC, the Association Agreement with Ukraine was signed on 27 June on the mar-
gins of the European Council, representing an important symbol of the EU’s continued com-
mitment and support, and providing further impetus to political and economic reform efforts.  
President Poroshenko signed on behalf of Ukraine and shared his assessment of the prospects 
for a lasting settlement with the Taoiseach and other EU leaders.

01/07/2014WRC00800Commemorative Events

01/07/2014WRC00900103. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the potential participation of the British royal family in the centenary commemora-
tion of the 1916 Easter Rising; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24465/14]

01/07/2014WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
centenary of the Rising in 2016 will be the centre-piece of the Government’s decade of com-
memorations programme.  The format and programme for the 2016 commemoration in Dublin 
is still under consideration.  In September 2013, in my speech to the British-Irish Association, 
I noted a responsibility to be attentive and respectful of all traditions on this island in our ap-
proach to the decade of commemorations.  In that spirit of inclusion, I expressed the hope that 
the Government would host representatives of the British Royal Family and the British Govern-
ment, along with leaders of Irish unionism, in Dublin to mark the centenary of the Easter Ris-
ing.  The commemoration will be a unique opportunity to promote Ireland internationally.  In 
that context, the attendance of Ireland’s international partners, including representatives from 
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Britain, will be considered in the coming period.

01/07/2014WRC01100Middle East Peace Process

01/07/2014WRC01200104. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the proposals, if any, he has outlined at the EU Foreign Affairs Council meetings regarding 
the urgent need for the European Union to play a more active role to assist in confronting the 
obstacles impeding a negotiated, two-state solution in relation to Israel-Palestine; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28452/14]

01/07/2014WRC01300106. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the proposals he has outlined at EU Foreign Affairs Council meetings regarding the need for 
an adequate programme of labelling of products due to Israel’s continued expansion of settle-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28477/14]

01/07/2014WRC01400107. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if there have been discussions at EU Foreign Affairs Council meetings regarding the need for 
Israel to desist from its continued expansion of settlements; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28478/14]

01/07/2014WRC01500108. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will raise at the forthcoming EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting the urgent need for an 
early resumption of negotiations pertaining to the Middle East peace process in view of the 
deteriorating situation in that region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28480/14]

01/07/2014WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 104 and 106 to 108, inclusive, together.

Direct negotiations between the parties were suspended at the end of April, and there is no 
immediate prospect of the talks being resumed. The essential issues behind the breakdown were 
the profound lack of trust between the two sides, insufficient political commitment, particularly 
by the Israeli Government, to reaching an agreement, and the continued and indeed accelerated 
expansion of Israeli settlements on Palestinian territory throughout the period of the negotia-
tions.

These are of course not new problems, and we have discussed them many times here in the 
Oireachtas, and indeed in the EU at the Foreign Affairs Council.

I have called for a substantial review by the EU of its policies and levers on the Middle East 
issue, and I hope this will begin at the July Foreign Affairs Council. Such a review is clearly 
critical if we are to maintain the prospect of a viable, two-State solution.

The EU should of course continue to give what support and encouragement it can to a re-
sumption of negotiations, which are the only way to reach a solution. But negotiations for their 
own sake are of no use, there must be a real commitment to find agreement on the core issues 
and to make the difficult compromises that inevitably will be involved.

In my view, the EU should therefore use the influence and leverage at its disposal to give ef-
fect to its disapproval of various negative aspects of Israel’s continued occupation and policies 
on the ground, and above all the relentless expansion of settlements. This would build on exist-
ing measures such as the non-eligibility of settlement goods for lower tariffs, and the exclusion 
of settlements from EU research funding.
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One element of that leverage should be the issuing of EU guidelines on labelling of settle-
ment goods. This has been promised at EU level, but was left to one side for the moment while 
the talks were in progress, for fear of damaging the political atmosphere. We should now look 
again at moving ahead with publishing such guidelines, along the lines already followed by 
some Member States. If they remain stalled at EU level, I have already stated that we will be 
prepared instead to issue national guidelines.

01/07/2014WRC01700Passport Application Refusals

01/07/2014WRC01800105. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the reason a passport has not been issued to a person (details supplied) in County Kilken-
ny in view of the fact that the person has a certificate of naturalisation dated 2012; the reason 
documents accepted by the Department of Justice and Equality are now being questioned by 
the passport section. [28464/14]

01/07/2014WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): All 
passport applications are subject to the provision of Passports Act, 2008 (the Act).  The issue of 
a passport is, therefore, the culmination of an important and legally-binding process.  The checks 
and balances within the passport process embrace the standard principles that are provided for 
in the Act and help to ensure that the person in question is an Irish citizen and that the identity 
of the applicant is known.  This serves to maintain the worldwide good reputation and integrity 
of the Irish passport, which, in turn, ensures the safe travel and wellbeing of Irish citizens, as 
they travel abroad.  Moreover, it helps to combat passport and identity fraud.The Act underpins 
a long-standing passport policy in regard to the use of verifiable civil documents such civil birth 
certificates for first-time applicants.  These documents confirm the details of a person’s birth 
name, date and place of birth, all of which are critical components of a person’s identity.  The 
Passport Service received an application from the person in question on 20/06/2012.  As part of 
the standard examination processes, the birth certificate supplied by the applicant was found not 
to be authentic.  The applicant subsequently produced another birth certificate which has also 
been confirmed as not a genuine document.  In the circumstances the Passport Service could not 
be satisfied as to the identity of the applicant and as a result, the application for an Irish passport 
could not be approved.  The matter has been referred to the Department of Justice and Equality.

The Passport Service is not questioning the procedures regarding the issuing of naturalisa-
tion certificates by the Department of Justice and Law Reform.  Rather, the Passport Service is 
following the requirements of the Passport Act 2008 to verify the identity of the applicant i.e. 
that the person who has submitted the application is who they claim to be.  This is the same pro-
cess followed for all first time applicants e.g. the presentation of an Irish birth certificate alone 
as obtained from the General Register Office is not acceptable without other forms of identity 
documents.  These are normal processes and are in place for the purposes of mitigating the risk 
not only of potential passport fraud, but also to protect against attempts at identity theft.

  Questions Nos. 106 to 108, inclusive, answered with Question No. 104.

01/07/2014WRC02100Banks Recapitalisation

01/07/2014WRC02200109. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance on the two-year anniver-
sary of the Eurogroup summit which resulted in a communiqué which promised the Eurogroup 
would examine the situation of the Irish financial sector with the view of further improving the 
sustainability of the well performing adjustment programme and which prompted An Tánaiste 
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to claim a game changing benefit to Ireland’s bank debt burden; if he will outline the role Eu-
rope has played in delivering tangible achievements in the past two years in reducing Ireland’s 
bank debt burden; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28074/14]

01/07/2014WRC02300125. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the summit of 
European leaders in Brussels on 28 June 2012 which concluded with a summit communiqué 
which included a statement the Eurogroup would examine the situation of the Irish financial 
sector with the view of further improving the sustainability of the well performing adjustment 
programme and further to An Tánaiste’s characterisation of that summit’s conclusions as game 
changing, the concessions made by his colleagues in Europe in the past two years which have 
reduced the burden of national debt incurred by the State in saving its banks; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28070/14]

01/07/2014WRC02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 109 
and 125 together.

The Euro-area Heads of State or Government (HoSG) agreed in June 2012 that “it is im-
perative to break the vicious circle between banks and sovereigns”, and that when a Single 
Supervisory Mechanism, involving the ECB, is in place and operational, the European Stability 
Mechanism could recapitalise banks directly. It also agreed that the Eurogroup would examine 
the situation of the Irish financial sector with a view to further improving the sustainability of 
the well-performing adjustment programme.

Since June 2012, we have successfully negotiated the Promissory Notes transaction; a fur-
ther extension of maturities on our EFSF and EFSM loans; and the inclusion of a provision for 
retroactive recapitalisation on a case by case basis in the operational framework of the ESM 
direct recapitalisation instrument.

In February 2013, the Irish Government replaced the Promissory Notes issued to IBRC with 
a series of longer term, non-amortising floating rate Government bonds. This has resulted in 
significant benefits to the State, including spreading the cost of the Promissory Notes from a 
weighted average life of c.7-8 years to c.34-35 years at a lower funding cost for the State, result-
ing in significant annual interest savings.

In April 2013, EU Finance Ministers agreed in principle to further extend the maximum 
weighted average maturities on our EFSF and EFSM loans by up to 7 years, over and above the 
extension agreed in 2011. This further maturity extension removes a refinancing requirement 
of some €20 billion for the Irish State in the years 2015 to 2022. This extension of maturities 
has a number of significant benefits for Ireland, including smoothing our redemption profile, 
improving long term debt sustainability. It also has a positive impact on the cost of Exchequer 
borrowing by creating further downward pressure on our borrowing costs.

There has also been progress on the ESM Direct Recapitalisation Instrument (DRI). The 
Eurogroup meeting on 20th June 2013 agreed on the main features of the DRI. There is a 
specific provision included in those main features, which states that “The potential retroactive 
application of the instrument should be decided on a case-by-case basis and by mutual agree-
ment.” Therefore, the agreement, that we were active in negotiating, keeps open the possibility 
to apply to the European Stability Mechanism for a retrospective direct recapitalisation of the 
Irish banks, should we wish to avail of it.

On 10 June 2014 the euro area Member States reached a preliminary agreement on the 
European Stability Mechanism’s (ESM) direct recapitalisation instrument (DRI). This now re-
quires a decision by mutual agreement of the ESM Board of Governors to create a new ESM 
instrument in accordance with Article 19 of the ESM treaty and the aim is to have this process 
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completed by November this year. This would allow the ESM DRI to come into effect once the 
Single Supervisory Mechanism is in place and operational which is expected to be in November 
of this year.

All of these actions are tangible achievements which reduce the burden of Ireland’s national 
debt.

01/07/2014WRC02500Tax Credits

01/07/2014WRC02600110. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the way disputes over who 
a primary care giver and which parent is awarded the single parent child carer tax credit are 
determined; if policy is being refined in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28283/14]

01/07/2014WRC02700111. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if she has undertaken any 
impact analysis of the change from one-parent family tax credit with a single parent child carer 
tax credit; if she will commit to examining the possibility of a joint parenting agreement to al-
low both parents to adequately support their children; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28284/14]

01/07/2014WRC02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 110 
and 111 together.

As you are aware the One-Parent Family Tax Credit (OPFTC) has been replaced with a 
new Single Person Child Carer Credit from 1 January 2014. The restructured credit is of the 
same value i.e. €1,650 per annum as the one-parent family tax credit and also includes the same 
entitlement to the additional €4,000 extended standard rate band, which increases it to €36,800 
per annum, before liability to the higher rate of income tax arises. However, the credit is more 
targeted in that it is, in the first instance, only available to the principal carer of the child. A sys-
tem that allows multiple claims in respect of the same child or children is unsustainable.

The new credit is designed to be an activation measure, which was the original intention 
behind the OPFTC. It is designed to be an in-work benefit to support the primary carer to take 
up, or remain in, employment. It should not be considered as a supplementary source of income, 
on which the financial support of a parent depends.

The Commission on Taxation acknowledged that the OPFTC played a role in supporting 
and incentivising the labour market participation of single and widowed parents. However, in 
its recommendations it concluded that the credit should be retained but that it should be allo-
cated to the principal carer only. The restructuring of the credit will achieve such an outcome.

The person who receives the child benefit payment is being used as the initial indicator by 
the Revenue Commissioners to identify the individuals who are likely to qualify for the new 
credit.  However, the credit will in the first place go to the person who cares for the child for 
most of the year. Agreement as to who will be the principal carer of a child is a matter for the 
parents or guardians.

You appear to be suggesting that the credit could be jointly shared between the parents. The 
Revenue Commissioners have informed me that this would prove to be administratively very 
difficult to implement even where there is agreement among the parents, which is not often the 
case. In addition, as income and tax arrangements are prone to change it would require that 
the issue be revisited on at least an annual basis to ensure the correct tax treatment is being ap-
portioned to each party. While a 50/50 split may suit some taxpayers it would not suit others 
and determining the exact split for a large number of taxpayers would place an unacceptable 
administrative burden on the Revenue Commissioners. However, as a result of an amendment 



Questions - Written Answers

136

that I brought to the measure at Committee Stage, the current legislation allows the parents 
to agree among themselves to each claim the credit on alternate years provided they meet the 
qualifying criteria.

It is essential to regularly review all tax reliefs, credits and incentives in order to ensure that 
they are properly targeted and if necessary re-focused in order that they can achieve the socio-
economic objectives that are set for them.  While I understand the difficulties being experienced 
by those that have lost the OPFTC and who have not qualified for the new SPCCC, I am satis-
fied that the new credit targets limited Exchequer resources to where they are needed most.

01/07/2014WRC02900Credit Availability

01/07/2014WRC03000112. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if consideration will be given to 
creating a scheme to provide bridging loans to persons, such as persons with grown up children, 
who no longer require houses of larger sizes and who would like to trade down but face difficul-
ties to secure the necessary finance due to financial institutions’ reluctance to lend to this age 
group, and in consideration of how such a scheme could improve the housing stock available. 
[28507/14]

01/07/2014WRC03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The provision of credit is governed by 
legislation including, the Consumer Credit Act 1995 and the European Communities (Consum-
er Credit Agreements) Regulations 2010.  In addition, Regulated Financial Service Providers 
must comply with the Consumer Protection Code 2012 when offering, recommending, arrang-
ing or providing regulated activities, including mortgages and loans, to consumers.

The decision on the approval of a loan for a borrower must remain a commercial decision 
for the lending institution concerned and as Minister for Finance, I have no role in that matter.  
It is important that each lending institution is allowed to assess properly and independently the 
risks that it is considering when deciding to approve a loan.

However, chapter 5 of the Consumer Protection Code 2012 requires lenders to undertake, in 
particular, a ‘Knowing the Consumer’ and a ‘Suitability and Affordability’ assessment before 
offering, recommending, arranging or providing credit to a consumer. As part of such an assess-
ment, lenders are obliged to take into consideration, the consumer’s age, known future changes 
to his/her circumstances, income, savings, debts and financial commitments. This legislation 
allows for lending institutions to offer bridging finance, as appropriate.

I have been informed by the IBF that demand for bridging finance is very limited. I under-
stand that two lender banks have confirmed to the IBF that they offer bridging finance. These 
banks that offer bridging finance report that it will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  It 
may be offered only where there is a binding and unconditional contract in place for the sale of 
the existing property.  The bank may also require a letter of undertaking from the customer’s 
solicitor.  The customer must demonstrate repayment capacity for the bridging loan.

01/07/2014WRC03200Financial Services Ombudsman Data

01/07/2014WRC03300113. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Finance the number of appeals to the 
Financial Services Ombudsman in the past three years relating to lenders not complying fully or 
partially with the various statutory codes regarding borrowing by private and business persons; 
the number of such appeals that were either successful or unsuccessful; the number of such ap-
peals currently awaiting a decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27815/14]
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01/07/2014WRC03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I must point out that the Finan-
cial Services Ombudsman is independent in the carrying out of his duties.  I have no role in the 
day to day workings of the office or in the decision which he takes.

I have been advised by the Office of the Financial Services Ombudsman that it does not 
categorise complaints under the heading of lenders not complying fully or partially with the 
various statutory codes regarding borrowing by private and business persons.

However, the Office has informed me that, in the last three years, the Financial Services 
Ombudsman Bureau has received 1,005 new complaints in relation to lending.  Findings issued 
in the same period were as follows:-

FINDINGS NUMBER OF APPEALS
Upheld 45
Partly Upheld 74
Not Upheld 262

01/07/2014WRC03500Banking Operations

01/07/2014WRC03600114. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 117 of 30 April 2014, if he has received the additional information regarding indemnity 
bonds which the State supported banks were asked to provide; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27816/14]

01/07/2014WRC03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Further to my previous answer on 30 
April last, my Department has consulted the State supported banks.  In response, the two pil-
lar banks, AIB and Bank of Ireland, have both advised that they currently do not have such a 
scheme in place in either their PDH or BTL portfolios in the State.  Permanent TSB has advised 
that it has in place limited bond arrangements in relation to certain qualifying mortgage loans 
for PDH and BTL properties issued prior to July 2007.

PTSB has also informed me that in order to make a claim, the bank must fully comply with 
the following:

- Follow the arrears procedure agreed at the time of underwriting with the insurer (although 
certain deviations are permissible if agreed with the insurer);

- If the loan value cannot be recovered, the bank must realise the loss (repossession); and,

- The claim must be submitted within a specified period of the origination date (c.10 years).  
Claims are subject to a Claim Audit process by the insurer. 

PTSB has advised that whilst it has made a small number of claims on this insurance, no 
proceeds have been received to date.  The bank does not anticipate that the receipt of indemnity 
bonding claim amounts, if any, will materially change the Group’s loss outcome.

01/07/2014WRC03800Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

01/07/2014WRC03900115. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason persons ap-
pealing a refusal under the disabled drivers and disabled passengers scheme have to travel to 
Dún Laoghaire; if he will review the situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27855/14]
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01/07/2014WRC04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, a Primary Med-
ical Certificate is required to claim the tax reliefs provided under the Disabled Drivers and 
Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme.  The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant 
local Health Service Executive administrative area makes a professional clinical determination 
as to whether an individual applicant satisfies the medical criteria to receive a Primary Medical 
Certificate. An unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to 
the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in 
respect of the individual.

Hearings of the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal are held on average twice a 
month at the National Rehabilitation Hospital in Dun Laoghaire, which has the facilities to ca-
ter for people with mobility impairing disabilities of the kind provided for under the Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers Scheme.

The Medical Board of Appeal does hold regional clinics as demand arises. Regional clinics 
were held in June 2012 and August 2013 at the Mercy University Hospital in Cork City, and a 
further clinic will be held at Mercy University Hospital in October 2014. The Medical Board of 
Appeal is considering holding a clinic in the North-west next year if there is enough demand to 
justify the significant costs associated with the travel and locum expenses arising from holding 
a regional clinic.

01/07/2014WRC04100Tax Data

01/07/2014WRC04200116. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons mak-
ing tax returns based on being taxi drivers; the number of taxi drivers paying tax and making a 
living solely on this profession; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27861/14]

01/07/2014WRC04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the latest relevant sector based information available on individuals in the taxi 
industry is derived from Income Tax returns filed for the tax year 2012. These figures are avail-
able for self-employed taxpayers only.

On this basis, there are approximately 17,500 individuals in the taxi industry that made re-
turns for tax purposes for the tax year 2012. Of these, around 8,200 had a liability for tax.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that it is not possible to identify from their 
records, the number of taxi drivers making a living solely on this profession.

I am further advised by the Commissioners that the sector marker used on their records to 
identify tax drivers is “taxi operation and also includes renting of private cars with driver”. 
This is derived based on “NACE code (Rev. 2)”, an internationally recognised economic activ-
ity code system. NACE code classifications on tax records are compiled by reference to the 
primary area of economic activity reported by the taxpayer and taxes collected are allocated to 
these codes without reference to the precise activity that generates them. While the accuracy 
of the NACE codes on Revenue records is sufficient to underpin broad sector based analysis, 
there may be inaccuracies at individual level. This should be borne in mind when considering 
the information provided above. NACE codes are not essential for the assessment and collec-
tion of taxes and duties and the allocation and maintenance of these codes is subject to available 
resources.

01/07/2014WRC04400EU Directives

01/07/2014WRC04500117. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans to establish a nation-
al register of the beneficial owners of companies, trusts and foundations here, that will require 
the names, dates of birth, nationality or jurisdiction of incorporation, contact details, number of 
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shares, categories of shares including the nature of the associated voting rights and proportion 
of shareholding or control, if applicable, of the beneficial owners of companies; and his plans 
that such information be publicly available at no cost, and in what format. [27917/14]

01/07/2014WRC04600118. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will progress a register 
of the beneficial owners of companies, trusts and foundations here, that will require the names, 
dates of birth, nationality or jurisdiction of incorporation, contact details, number of shares, 
categories of shares including the nature of the associated voting rights and proportion of share-
holding or control before the EU acts by consensus to do so. [27918/14]

01/07/2014WRC04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 117 
and 118 together.

The requirement to obtain and hold information on beneficial ownership stems from the 
provisions of the proposed 4th Anti-Money Laundering Directive which seeks to update the 3rd 
Directive to take account of the February 2012 revision of the international standards for anti-
money requirements and the recommendations of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).  A 
general council agreement was reached on this file on 18 June 2014 giving Council a mandate 
to commence negotiations with the European Parliament.

The proposed 4th Anti-Money Laundering Directive covers a number of policy areas which 
come under the responsibility of a range of Departments and Offices. Arising from consulta-
tion with the relevant Departments and Offices, Ireland’s position in the negotiations has been 
to support the view that beneficial ownership should be known. Under the current text Member 
States will be required to ensure the beneficial ownership information on corporate and other 
legal entities, and trusts is held in a specified location so that it can be accessed in a timely 
manner.  In fact there are already provisions in place which allow for enforcement authorities 
and other shareholders to identify beneficial owners of companies when required. Furthermore 
trusts are subject to robust reporting requirements under current taxation and anti-money laun-
dering legislation.

The new Directive will inter alia require amendment of the Criminal Justice (Money Laun-
dering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010 and we await final agreement of the specific provi-
sions in the text with the European Parliament before commencing with the cross-Departmental 
transposition work.

Tax Yield

01/07/2014WRC04900119. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the capital gains tax payable 
here by Wilbur Ross following his selling of shares at Bank of Ireland. [27981/14]

01/07/2014WRC05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that whether or not a capital gains tax charge arises in the State on a gain made by any 
individual on the disposal of Bank of Ireland shares depends on whether the individual mak-
ing the disposal is resident or ordinarily resident in the State in the year in which the disposal 
takes place. If the individual is resident or ordinarily resident in the State any chargeable gain, 
calculated in accordance with the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, would be subject to capital 
gains tax at a rate of 33%. If the individual is neither resident nor ordinarily resident in the State 
capital gains tax would not be due on the disposal.

You will be aware that the Revenue Commissioners do not disclose information in relation 
to the tax affairs of any person.
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01/07/2014WRC05100VAT Rate Application

01/07/2014WRC05200120. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the rules in place relating to 
VAT on charitable donations made by text message (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28039/14]

01/07/2014WRC05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that charitable donations made by text message, excluding any fees charged by the 
telecommunications provider or other service provider, are outside the scope of Irish VAT.  Any 
fees charged by the telecommunications service providers in connection with the facilitation of 
donations are liable to VAT at the standard rate of 23%.

The VAT treatment of charitable donations  made by text message is set out in Revenue’s 
eBrief 29/11 which is available at http://www.revenue.ie/en/practitioner/ebrief/archive/2011/
no-292011.html.

01/07/2014WRD00150NAMA Accounts

01/07/2014WRD00200121. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent 
publication by the National Asset Management Agency of its management accounts for the 
fourth quarter of 2013, if he will provide an explanation for the €2.9 million expenses incurred 
in Q4 2013, dubbed other income or expense without further explanation in the accounts, at the 
NAMA subsidiary National Asset Sarasota LLC. [28066/14]

01/07/2014WRD00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I have been informed by NAMA that 
National Asset Sarasota LLC (NASLLC) was established by NAMA in August 2013 as a Spe-
cial Purpose Vehicle in the US to acquire a property asset located in the US, in settlement of 
debt, owed to NAMA.  Details of NAMA’s Group structure including details in respect of 
NASLLC are disclosed on pages 10 to 12 of the Q4 Report and Accounts. As disclosed in note 
18 (page 32) of the Accounts the related property was valued at $38.5m (€29.0m) at acquisition 
and subsequently revalued to $36m (€26.1m) in Q4 2013, following receipt of an updated valu-
ation.  The €2.9m write down is accounted for in other income/ expenses, which is disclosed in 
Note 5 to the Accounts.  

01/07/2014WRD00350NAMA Loans Sale

01/07/2014WRD00400122. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent an-
nouncement by the National Asset Management Agency that it had concluded the sale of the 
Project Eagle portfolio of assets linked to Northern Irish borrowers, if the sale price was agreed 
in sterling or euro, and if in sterling, if NAMA hedged the euro equivalent of the sterling price 
that was agreed at the end of March 2014-start of April 2014. [28067/14]

01/07/2014WRD00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am advised by NAMA that the sale 
price for the recent Project Eagle portfolio of assets was agreed in sterling.  NAMA has had for-
eign exchange hedging in place against these sterling assets since acquisition and, on comple-
tion of the sale, this hedging was unwound. 

01/07/2014WRD00550NAMA Bonds

01/07/2014WRD00600123. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 44 of 4 March 2014, when he stated the cost of capital at the National Asset Man-
agement Agency was 2%, if he will confirm the annual cost of NAMA hedging the interest rate 
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on its senior bonds; if he will confirm if this cost is approximately €200 million greater than the 
actual interest rate attached to NAMA’s senior bonds; if he will identify the person providing 
treasury and hedging advice to NAMA; and if he is concerned by the hedging premium incurred 
at NAMA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28068/14]

01/07/2014WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that its interest 
expense is detailed in note 6 of its 2013 Annual Report.  It notes that NAMA Group interest on 
senior debt securities in issue was €126m for the financial year 2013 and that the interest ex-
pense on derivatives used to hedge a proportion of the senior bonds in issue was €232m.  NA-
MA’s policy as regards its interest rate exposure is determined by its Board and takes into ac-
count a number of factors including the current low cost of hedging its interest rate exposures 
and its view as to the appropriate level of balance sheet risk. NAMA has entered into interest 
rate hedging as an insurance mechanism to protect against interest rate increases over its pro-
jected lifetime.

NAMA has its own in-house treasury function and it also receives treasury risk management 
services from the NTMA. NAMA’s organisational structure and the activities of each business 
division are described in NAMA’s 2013 Annual Report.

01/07/2014WRD00750Mortgage Applications Numbers

01/07/2014WRD00800124. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 201 of 17 June 2014 when he stated the banks are highlighting the lack of supply 
of houses in particular urban areas as a contributing factor in the lack of drawdown of approved 
mortgage facilities, if this statement has been tested by his Department; if so, how; and if he be-
lieves fresh intervention and new measures are required directly with the banks to help restore 
mortgage lending to normal levels. [28069/14]

01/07/2014WRD00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The emerging constraints on housing 
supply in urban areas have been highlighted in a number of ways. The low level of construction 
and lack of mobility in the housing market  as well as statistics on the disparity between mort-
gage approvals and drawdowns combine to illustrate housing market supply issues in urban 
areas particularly in the Dublin region. My Department monitors and reviews these, and other, 
indicators on a regular basis.  As referred to in my previous response of 17 June, the Govern-
ment’s Construction Strategy includes, within the broad policy framework, a desire for a return 
to sustainable levels of mortgage lending as part of a healthy market.  A key aspect is to ensure 
that sufficient confidence is in place to facilitate development and that customers will be ca-
pable of accessing finance to purchase new build homes. This means mortgage products being 
available to potential purchasers with an ability to support repayments but mortgage lending 
decisions must be taken on a sustainable and prudent basis by the financial institutions conform-
ing fully to regulatory requirements both in relation to the lending institution and also having 
regard to the safeguarding of the borrower’s interests.

  Question No. 125 answered with Question No. 109.

01/07/2014WRD01050European Stability Mechanism

01/07/2014WRD01100126. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the summit of 
European leaders in Brussels on 28 June 2012 which concluded with a summit communiqué 
which included a statement the Eurogroup will examine the situation of the Irish financial sec-
tor with the view of further improving the sustainability of the well-performing adjustment 
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programme, if he will confirm the total amount contributed by Ireland to the European Stability 
Mechanism since that summit in 2012; if he will confirm that these contributions to the ESM 
have added to the State’s national debt. [28071/14]

01/07/2014WRD01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Euro-area Heads of State or Gov-
ernment (HoSG) agreed in June 2012 that “it is imperative to break the vicious circle between 
banks and sovereigns”, and that when a Single Supervisory Mechanism, involving the ECB, is 
in place and operational, the European Stability Mechanism  (ESM) could recapitalise banks 
directly. It also agreed that the Eurogroup would examine the situation of the Irish financial 
sector with a view of further improving the sustainability of the well-performing adjustment 
programme. 

The ESM Treaty entered into force on 27 September 2012,  in accordance with Article 
48.1 of the ESM Treaty, following ratification by euro area Member States representing over 
99.8% of its subscribed capital base. The European Stability Mechanism Act 2012 provides for 
Ireland’s membership of the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) and payments into it. The 
capital structure of the ESM is set out in the ESM Treaty and provides for a total capital sub-
scription of €700 billion, of which €80 billion is paid-in capital. 

Ireland’s share of this paid in capital is €1.27 billion. This was paid in 5 equal tranches of 
€254.752 million   two tranches were paid in 2012, a further two tranches were paid in 2013, 
and the final tranche was paid in April of this year. 

The ESM has been established as an International Financial Institution and on that basis 
Ireland’s contribution will be treated as a financial transaction and considered as an equity in-
vestment for Ireland. This means that payments towards its paid-in capital have no impact on 
the general government deficit. The payments, however, are included in Ireland’s Exchequer 
Borrowing Requirement and thus add to the National Debt, and the general government debt.

01/07/2014WRD01250NAMA Operations

01/07/2014WRD01300127. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the publication 
by the IMF on 18 June 2014 of its staff report into the Irish economy, and its identification of 
non performing commercial real estate loans at Irish banks to be an impediment to economic 
recovery, if he believes his decision in March 2011 to increase the threshold for eligible loans 
being acquired by the National Asset Management Agency from Bank of Ireland and Allied 
Irish Banks, from €5 million to €20 million was, in retrospect, the correct decision; if he has any 
plans to revisit that decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28072/14]

01/07/2014WRD01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I wish to advise the Deputy that on Sep-
tember 30 2010, my predecessor, announced that the Government had decided, having consult-
ed with the Central Bank, the Financial Regulator, the European Commission and the NAMA 
Board, that where the total exposure of a debtor is below a €20 million threshold in AIB and 
Bank of Ireland, that the debtor s loans would not be transferred to NAMA. The threshold had 
previously been set at €5 million. This change was implemented to ensure that NAMA could 
operate to the highest level of efficiency and effectiveness in the management of its loan port-
folio and allow for the completion of all NAMA transfers by end-year 2010. It was considered 
at the time that smaller loans below this threshold would be better managed through the banks  
branch networks and through local banking relationships.  The decision to raise the threshold 
from €5 million to €20 million for the transfer of loans from AIB and Bank of Ireland to NAMA 
reduced the total volume of NAMA eligible loans by €6.6 billion.   I have no plans to revist this 
decision at this time. 
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01/07/2014WRD01450Banking Sector

01/07/2014WRD01500128. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has 
had discussions with representatives of Royal Bank of Scotland and Ulster Bank to consider 
the future of that bank in the Republic of Ireland; if such discussions have included a consider-
ation of a merger with Permanent TSB or swapping of assets controlled by his Department as a 
shareholder in Irish banks and the National Asset Management Agency; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28073/14]

01/07/2014WRD01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In Autumn 2013, following a review of 
its operations by the UK Treasury, RBS reaffirmed its commitment to the Irish market.  As part 
of that process, Treasury officials engaged with officials from my Department.

In February 2014, I met with RBS executives to ascertain their outlook for Ulster Bank. 
RBS is currently reviewing the operations of Ulster Bank in Ireland with a view to creating a 
sustainable business model and on 27 February 2014 RBS re-iterated its commitment to the 
Irish market. As part of its strategic review process RBS announced plans in late 2013 to ac-
celerate the deleveraging of assets contained in RBS Capital Resolution, a material amount of 
which are assets held by Ulster Bank.  

It is good news that the bank has committed so firmly to the Irish market. Officials in the 
Department of Finance have been in contact with both RBS and Ulster Bank officials and this 
will continue as the bank finalises its plans for the future.

With regard to Permanent TSB, the Deputy will recall that a way forward was agreed with 
the Troika in April 2012 which envisaged it playing an important role in the future of Irish retail 
banking, being a more focused retail bank bringing an element of competition to the market-
place which has consolidated significantly since 2008.  

While no restructuring plan has been approved, Permanent TSB has made significant prog-
ress in delivering key elements of the Restructuring Plan and the business is being managed 
structurally in the way envisaged in the plan. Permanent TSB continues to work to enhance the 
value of our investments through the continued delivery of the Restructuring Plan, which will, 
if delivered, provide the State with more optionality regarding the future structure of Permanent 
TSB.  

During 2013 Permanent TSB grew its presence and activity in the retail market in general 
and in the current account and deposit markets in particular, as well as in mortgages and term 
lending; and it launched several new products during the year.  Permanent TSB has also made 
material progress in relation to managing its portfolio of mortgages in arrears. 

The strategy for Permanent TSB is to be an independent bank, competing within targeted 
segments of the retail banking market, and I will continue to support the board and management 
in the delivery of that strategy.

While I am strongly supportive of Permanent TSB in the delivery of their strategy I cannot 
discount the possibility that a strategic transaction could arise opportunistically at any time 
involving Permanent TSB which could be in the best interests of the State.  As part of their day-
to-day role my officials will consider all credible proposals and develop strategic options relat-
ing to our banking investments.  

As I have stated previously in addition to the many initiatives the Government is undertak-
ing relating to non-bank credit I would like to see more competition in the domestic banking 
system to provide the lending required for our growing economy and that as part of that process 
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I would welcome the participation of foreign banks in Ireland, possibly by way of partnership 
with some of our domestic banks. 

Separately a strategic review of NAMA is underway under section 227 of the NAMA Act 
2009. As part of this review I am examining and will be discussing with NAMA a range of po-
tential strategic alternatives to take advantage of current market conditions  . I intend to lay the 
report before the Houses of the Oireachtas before the summer recess.  

01/07/2014WRD01650VAT Rate Application

01/07/2014WRD01700129. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance the reason for the delay by 
the Revenue Commissioners in deciding a VAT liability issue between two parties (details sup-
plied); and if he will expedite the decision. [28079/14]

01/07/2014WRD01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that decisions can only be made when all relevant information is available and that de-
lays can arise, particularly if information is required from both parties to a taxable transaction, 
where the transaction is complex in nature and when legal arguments presented by the profes-
sional advisers to both parties require careful consideration.

I understand that the Revenue Commissioners have recently finalised their examination of 
this issue and concluded what the correct VAT treatment is based on this examination.  The 
decision has been advised to the professional advisers of the party liable for VAT on the transac-
tions.  I would point out that Revenue practice and tax legislation generally provides a number 
of mechanisms for a taxable person to appeal a decision by the Revenue Commissions that 
imposes a liability on that taxable person.  

The Deputy will appreciate that I can have no role in expediting a decision in relation to a 
tax case or transaction.  

01/07/2014WRD01850Mortgage Interest Relief Eligibility

01/07/2014WRD01900130. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the reason a couple were re-
fused mortgage interest relief for portions of a loan drawn down in the qualifying period; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28100/14]

01/07/2014WRD02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that Section 
244 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides that in order to qualify for mortgage interest 
relief (MIR), a loan must have been drawn down and used in the purchase, repair or develop-
ment of an individual’s principal private residence on or before 31 December 2012. On this 
basis any funds drawn down on a date later than 31 December 2012 do not qualify for the relief. 

However, Section 9 of the 2013 Finance Act provides for extended entitlement beyond the 
31 December deadline in circumstances where all of the required qualifying conditions are met.  
The qualifying conditions are:

- The loan must have been taken out between 1 January 2012 and 31 December 2012,

- A portion of the loan must have been used to purchase a site in 2012,

- The balance of the loan must be drawn down and used to construct a dwelling on that site 
in 2012 and 2013.
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- Any necessary planning permission must have been in place prior to 31 December 2012.

In regard to the case to which the Deputy refers, Revenue has confirmed to me that the site 
in question was not purchased by the claimants during 2012, thereby ‘disqualifying’ the funds 
drawn down after 31 December 2012 from entitlement to MIR.Revenue has  confirmed to me 
that while the person in question is not entitled to MIR in respect of the portion of the loan 
drawn down after 31 December 2012, he is in receipt of the relief in respect of the portion of 
the loan drawn down in December 2012. This entitlement will continue up to 2017 as currently 
provided for under the legislation. 

01/07/2014WRD02050NAMA Property Sales

01/07/2014WRD02100131. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the price at which an estate 
(details supplied) in County Tipperary in which the National Asset Management Agency has an 
interest was sold. [28127/14]

01/07/2014WRD02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  As Minister for Finance I do not have 
any function in relation to the publication of the purchase price of residential or other property.  
The Deputy will be aware that the Residential Property Price Register, which is published by 
the Property Services Regulatory Authority (PSRA), www.propertypriceregister.ie, is a public 
register of all residential properties purchased in Ireland since 1st January 2010.  The register 
includes the date of sale, price and address of properties purchased since that date.  I am advised 
that, in the case of this property, the sale price registered by the PSRA is incorrect.  I understand 
that the vendor’s solicitor has written to the PSRA requesting that the register be amended to 
reflect the appropriate consideration.   

01/07/2014WRD02250NAMA Property Sales

01/07/2014WRD02300132. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the way complaints about the 
sales process by unsuccessful bidders on properties in which the National Asset Management 
Agency have an interest are dealt with and the independent scrutiny of such complaints exists; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28128/14]

01/07/2014WRD02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will know that NAMA’s 
role in relation to property is, like a bank, that of a secured lender.  The management and sale 
of property securing NAMA loans are carried out by the owners of that property or, in the case 
of enforcement, on their behalf by duly appointed receivers.   A person with a concern in rela-
tion to the sale of property securing NAMA loans should therefore raise that concern in the 
first instance with the relevant owner or receiver.  The Deputy will know that NAMA operates 
a dedicated email address, info@nama.ie, through which members of the public can also raise 
matters of concern directly with it, including the conduct of sales by its debtors and receivers.   
All such complaints received by NAMA are fully investigated by it in the context of its role as a 
secured lender and by reference to NAMA Board guidelines on the disposal of real estate assets.  
A copy of these guidelines is available on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie.

01/07/2014WRD02450Central Bank of Ireland Investigations

01/07/2014WRD02500133. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he Central Bank of 
Ireland have undertaken any form of investigation into Bloxham stockbrokers since 2007; if so 
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if there is a timeline for the completion and or publication of this investigation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28136/14]

01/07/2014WRD02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
an extensive investigation into financial irregularities at Bloxham Stockbrokers is ongoing and, 
once concluded, decisions regarding any possible future enforcement proceedings will be made. 

I understand that it is the Bank’s position that it cannot comment on the specific details of 
the investigation into affairs at Bloxham under the confidentiality requirements as specified 
under Section 33AK(8) of the Central Bank Act 1942.  

01/07/2014WRD02650Health Insurance Cover

01/07/2014WRD02700134. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance that private health insur-
ance payments be fully income tax deductible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28164/14]

01/07/2014WRD02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Since 16 October 2013, tax relief for 
medical insurance premiums has been restricted to the first €1,000 per adult and the first €500 
per child insured. Any portion of premium paid in excess of these ceilings no longer qualifies 
for tax relief.  Prior to this, income tax relief for medical insurance premiums was provided at 
source, at the standard rate of income tax, on the entire premium amount regardless of cost. 
Therefore, the State was paying 20% of the cost of all private medical insurance premiums. 

The cost of Income Tax relief in respect of medical insurance has increased significantly in 
recent years, estimated at €404 million in 2011, €448 million in 2012 and €500 million in 2013. 
Despite the increasing cost of the relief, the numbers insured are estimated to have reduced 
by approximately 170,000 over the same period, while at the same time the level of medical 
cover has decreased on some policies. Against this background the increase in costs was un-
sustainable. If the relief had remained unchanged and the trend was to continue, the cost would 
increase to approximately €1 billion per annum by 2020.

Notwithstanding the recent reform, the tax system is still supporting those who can afford 
private medical insurance to the tune of around €400 million per annum. Effectively that means 
that some taxpayers who could never afford private health insurance, or who have had to give 
up their policies due to personal circumstances, are continuing to provide financial support via 
the tax system to those individuals who can afford such insurance. 

It should be noted that the Commission on Taxation in its 2009 report recommended the 
retention of medical insurance relief but that it should be limited. The introduction of an upper 
ceiling on the amount of medical insurance premiums that will qualify for tax relief achieves 
this recommendation.  

It is unfair and unsustainable to allow unrestricted tax relief on private medical insurance 
premiums, particularly at a time when the general population has contributed so much to repair-
ing the public finances. However, the new ceilings ensure continuing support via the tax system 
for those who purchase medical insurance policies, while reducing Exchequer exposure to more 
expensive policies.

01/07/2014WRD02850Universal Social Charge Application

01/07/2014WRD02900135. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance that there will be a re-
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duction of Universal Social Charge for retired persons; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28166/14]

01/07/2014WRD03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Universal Social Charge (USC) 
was introduced in Budget 2011 to replace the Income Levy and the Health Levy. It was a neces-
sary measure to widen the tax base, remove poverty traps and raise revenue to reduce the budget 
deficit. It is a more sustainable charge than those it replaced.  It is applied at a low rate on a wide 
base, and the revenues collected play a vital part in meeting the many expenditure demands 
placed on the Exchequer, including state pensions.  

An individual is not liable to pay USC where his or her total income does not exceed 
€10,036. All State contributory and non-contributory pensions are exempt from the charge. In 
addition, if a retired person’s income (not counting the state pension) is below the exemption 
threshold, they are not liable for the USC. Furthermore, individuals aged 70 and over, and medi-
cal card holders, benefit from a lower rate of USC (provided their total income does not exceed 
€60,000). 

As a result of a review of the USC conducted by my Department in 2011, the Government 
decided in Budget 2012 to increase the entry point to the Universal Social Charge from €4,004 
to €10,036 per annum. It is estimated that this removed almost 330,000 individuals from the 
charge.  

As part of the normal budgetary preparations, my officials will examine potential options 
for changes to the tax system for my consideration as part of the overall Budget package. How-
ever, it should be borne in mind that under the terms of the Stability and Growth Pact, until 
Ireland has reached its objective of a balanced budget in structural terms, we may not introduce 
discretionary revenue reductions unless they are matched by other revenue increases or expen-
diture reductions.

01/07/2014WRD03050Property Taxation Administration

01/07/2014WRD03100136. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a specific 
issue raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) in County Cork regarding the local 
property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28174/14]

01/07/2014WRD03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am advised by Revenue that the Fi-
nance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) sets out how a residential property is to be 
valued for Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes. Specifically, as LPT is a self-assessed tax it is 
a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on an assessment of the market 
value of the property.  

Revenue has confirmed to me that it published extensive guidelines on how to value a prop-
erty for the purposes of LPT at the time of the 2013 ‘bulk issue’ of Returns to property owners. 
The guidelines included the booklet ‘Your Guide to Local Property Tax’, which was inserted 
with the Returns that issued. The guidelines clearly stated that LPT as a self-assessed tax re-
quired property owners to honestly assess the value of their residential property on the valuation 
date of 1 May 2013, taking into account issues such as the type and age of the property and 
its state of repair.  Once the valuation of the property was confirmed, the property owner was 
required to select the Property Valuation Band most applicable to the property and to pay the 
amount due. The Property Band system removes any requirement to calculate a precise valua-
tion figure and on that basis it was anticipated that for the most part change requests in respect 
of valuations would not occur.
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The valuation, assuming it was made in good faith, is valid up to and including 2016 and is 
not affected by any increase or decrease in property prices or by any repairs or improvements 
made to the property during this period. Owners will have the opportunity to re-assess the de-
clared value of the property on the next valuation date, which is 1 November 2016. 

Notwithstanding the Property Band system, where a property owner has genuinely over-val-
ued and over-paid LPT, then Section 26 of the 2012 Act (as amended) provides that a claim for a 
refund of the overpaid tax can be made to Revenue subject to certain conditions being satisfied. 
The normal conditions require the property owner to make a submission setting out fully the na-
ture of the error or mistake and explaining the circumstances in which the overpayment arose. 
Any such submission must include relevant supporting documentation such as professional 
valuations or relevant house price surveys for the area. The property owner should also indicate 
whether he/she relied on Revenue’s valuation guidance for the purposes of the self-assessment.

In regard to the case to which the Deputy refers, I am informed by Revenue that a daughter 
of the person in question completed the LPT Return on his behalf on 21 May 2013 and clearly 
indicated Band 4 as the appropriate Valuation Band for the property. The associated Band 4 li-
ability of €202 (half year) was also paid at that time. 

The person subsequently paid his 2014 liability at a Band 2 rate of €225 (full year) and 
submitted a request to have the original Band 4 rate decreased to Band 2. As already stated, 
any such request must be supported with back up documentation and while some additional 
information was provided it was not adequate to support a reduction of 2 Valuation Bands. I am 
advised that a member of the LPT team actually discussed this issue with a staff member from 
the Deputy’s office on 13 June. The LPT official specifically confirmed that the proposed re-
duction from Band 4  to Band 2 would not be reflective of the valuations applied in the general 
geographic area and that the information supplied by the person supporting such a reduction 
was not comparing ‘like with like’. 

However, the Deputy’s comment in regard to the person’s low income is noted. Given the 
circumstances, a member of the LPT team will make direct contact with the person in the com-
ing days to discuss the valuation issue and the possibility that he may be entitled to a deferral or 
partial deferral from LPT depending on his income level.  

01/07/2014WRD03250Mortgage Interest Rates

01/07/2014WRD03300137. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance the number of mortgage holders of 
each financial institution operating here whose repayment schedule and interest rate was either 
aligned to at the time or due to be converted to an ECB tracker rate at a point in the future who 
have since converted to a variable rate, waived entitlement to a tracker rate for the period of 
2008 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28250/14]

01/07/2014WRD03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset, I must confirm to the Dep-
uty that the lending institutions in Ireland - including those in which the State has a significant 
shareholding - are independent commercial entities and, as such, it is a commercial decision for 
each lender to decide what interest rates to charge customers.  The Central Bank has advised me 
that they do not publish the information requested by the Deputy. 

01/07/2014WRD03450Pension Provisions

01/07/2014WRD03500138. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider allowing 
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a person to close their private pension account and use it to pay the outstanding balance on a 
mortgage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28263/14]

01/07/2014WRD03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There are a number of reasons why, un-
der existing policies, pre-retirement access to the main benefits from pension plans or schemes 
is not permitted, the principal one being that these arrangements (and the associated tax reliefs 
on contributions and pension fund growth) are designed to be long term savings vehicles based 
on the principle that the benefits will be “locked away” to help fund an adequate income in 
retirement. 

Section 782A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides members of occupational pen-
sion schemes with a once-off opportunity to access their Additional Voluntary Contributions 
(AVCs), pre-retirement. The option is available for a three year period from 27 March 2013, the 
date that the Finance Act 2013 was passed into law.

The pre-retirement access to a portion of AVCs which I introduced in Budget and Finance 
Act 2013 is allowed on a tax-neutral basis   the contributions were tax-relieved at the individ-
ual’s marginal rate on the way in and are taxed at the individual’s marginal rate on withdrawal. 
The take-up of the measure to date has not been particularly significant. The measure is, how-
ever, designed to enable rather than incentivise individuals to access part of their pension sav-
ings beyond their regular or compulsory pension contributions. It is important that individuals 
continue to provide for their retirement and, it would appear, most individuals with AVCs have 
to date decided to preserve their AVC pension savings. For these various reasons, I have no 
plans to extend pre-retirement access to pension savings beyond what is provided for in relation 
to AVCs.

01/07/2014WRD03650Corporation Tax Regime

01/07/2014WRD03700139. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of corporation tax a 
company (details supplied) in County Waterford have paid to the State in the past five years; the 
percentage of its overall profit this represents; if he will provide a full year-by-year breakdown; 
his views on whether corporation tax has been paid at the correct level; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28273/14]

01/07/2014WRD03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The tax affairs of a particular company 
are a matter for the Revenue Commissioners and the company concerned. I am informed by the 
Revenue Commissioners that their obligation to observe confidentiality in relation to the tax af-
fairs of individual taxpayers or companies (under section 851A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997) precludes them from providing the information requested by the Deputy. 

01/07/2014WRD03850One-Parent Family Payment Expenditure

01/07/2014WRD03900140. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount that was paid 
out under the one-parent family tax credit in 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013; the amount that has 
been paid out to date under the single parent child carer tax credit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28282/14]

01/07/2014WRD04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the estimated cost for the Exchequer of One Parent Family Tax Credit  in 2010, 
2011, 2012 and 2013 was €142m, €144m, €147m and €127m respectively. I am further advised 
that the estimates for 2013 are provisional and will not be finalised until after tax returns for 
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tax year 2013 are received, the bulk of these returns are not due to be filed until later this year.  
In Budget 2014, it was estimated that the introduction of the Single Parent Child Carer Credit 
(SPCCC) would yield a saving to the Exchequer of €18m for 2014. However, it will not be pos-
sible to quantify the cost of the SPCCC or the saving for 2014 until next year.

01/07/2014WRE00150Tax Reliefs Availability

01/07/2014WRE00200141. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Finance whether there is any relief avail-
able on vehicle registration tax for wheelchair-adapted vehicles; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28297/14]

01/07/2014WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that relief in respect of Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) and Value Added Tax (VAT) on 
the purchase of a vehicle is provided for in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax 
Concessions) Regulations, 1994 (Statutory Instrument No. 353 of 1994). Relief from VRT and 
VAT may be obtained subject to a maximum of €9,525 under the driver scheme, and €15,875 
under the passenger scheme.

The scheme is available to persons who are severely and permanently disabled, who meet 
specified medical criteria and who have obtained a Primary Medical Certificate.  In respect of 
the vehicle, in order to qualify under the scheme a vehicle must be specially constructed or 
adapted to take account of the person’s disability or, in the case of organisations, be specially 
constructed or adapted for the transport of disabled persons.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that more detailed information is available 
on the Revenue website at the following link: http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/vrt/leaflets/drivers-
passengers-with-disabilities-tax-relief-scheme.pdf.

01/07/2014WRE00350Tax Credits

01/07/2014WRE00400142. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider a matter in re-
spect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare regarding tax credits; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28299/14]

01/07/2014WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that a revised Tax Credit Certificate for 2014 issued to the person concerned on 
1 May. This revised certificate takes account of the current personal circumstances in this case.

Revised PAYE Balancing Statements for the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 were prepared on 
27 June and will issue to the person concerned shortly.

01/07/2014WRE00550Tax Collection

01/07/2014WRE00600143. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance to set out the number of at-
tachment orders on persons which were granted to the Revenue Commissioners in each year 
from 2011 to 2013, inclusive; the amount of revenue that was gathered in each year by these 
means; the number that are currently active; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28312/14]

01/07/2014WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the debt 
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collection environment continues to be challenging given the ongoing difficult financial en-
vironment. In this regard I am assured that Revenue debt management caseworkers are very 
conscious of the challenges that exist for some taxpayers in meeting their tax obligations in a 
timely manner. For that reason the caseworkers will always seek to work proactively with tax-
payers and viable businesses that engage positively to agree mutually satisfactory arrangements 
to overcome temporary cashflow difficulties in preference to deploying enforcement options. 
However, where a business or taxpayer fails to meaningfully engage with Revenue, then I am 
fully supportive of the deployment of the necessary collection and enforcement measures to 
secure the taxes and duties due to the Exchequer.

One of the enforcement powers available to Revenue to ensure timely tax collection is At-
tachment. This power is covered in legislation under Section 1002 of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997, as amended. Section 1002 allows Revenue to either directly remove funds from any 
account held by a financial institution in the name of a defaulting taxpayer, or, to instruct any 
third party that owes a debt to the defaulting taxpayer to pay those funds directly to Revenue.

Revenue has confirmed to me that it never deploys its enforcement powers, including At-
tachment, without giving the taxpayer every opportunity to engage and agree mutually ac-
ceptable solutions, including phased payment arrangements. The enforcement process only 
commences when the caseworker has exhausted all other options to encourage voluntary com-
pliance. Revenue also has strict guidelines in place, including authorisation at a senior level, to 
ensure Attachment is only used in appropriate circumstances.

Revenue is always conscious that the use of Attachment Orders can have adverse conse-
quences for taxpayers and it is normally only deployed where other enforcement options have 
failed to secure the outstanding debt.

In regard to the specific data requested by the Deputy, the number and value of Attachment 
Orders issued by Revenue and  the amounts collected on foot of those Orders in 2011, 2012, 
2013 and 2014 (to date), and the number that are currently active, is set out in the table in the 
following appendix.

Appendix : Attachment Orders

Year Number of 
Cases

Number of 
Referrals

Value of 
Referrals 
(€m)

Yield (€m) No. of 
Attachments 
Currently 
Active

2011 N/A 4,463 213 30.7 180
2012 2,903 4,039 178.5 28.5 202
2013 2,989 4,199 173.5 28.6 352
2014 (YTD) 1,544 1,972 65.2 11 424

01/07/2014WRE00750Mortgage Interest Relief Eligibility

01/07/2014WRE00800144. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance whether any assistance or tax in-
centives are available to first-time buyers who purchased their homes in February 2014 (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28319/14]

01/07/2014WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that tax relief on interest 
paid on all qualifying home loans is being phased out. In Finance Act 2010, mortgage interest 
relief was extended up to end of 2017 for those whose entitlement to relief was due to end in 
2010 or after.  Therefore, tax relief will continue to be available in respect of interest paid by an 
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individual on qualifying home loans taken out on or after 1 January 2004 and on or before 31 
December 2012, regardless of whether they are considered first-time buyers or non-first-time 
buyers.

Single individuals that are first-time buyers qualify for Mortgage Interest Relief up to a 
maximum ceiling of €10,000 for the first seven years of their mortgage.  Thereafter relief is 
restricted to a ceiling of €3,000.

This Government is committed to helping address the particular problems faced by those 
that bought homes at the height of the property boom between 2004 and 2008. In this regard, in 
Budget 2012, I fulfilled the commitment in the Programme for Government to increase the rate 
of mortgage interest relief to 30 per cent for first time buyers who took out their first mortgage 
in that period. This was the period during which house prices peaked.

A mortgage holder will qualify for the increased rate if they made their first mortgage inter-
est payment in the period 2004 to 2008 or if they drew down their mortgage in that period. In 
addition, the increased rate of tax relief for first time buyers who took out their first mortgage 
in that period will continue up to and including the 2017 tax year.

The arrangements and qualifying conditions for mortgage interest relief are publicised 
widely whenever changes to the system are made in the Budget and are published on the Rev-
enue website.

In addition to the above, the legislation governing the administration of Local Property Tax 
(LPT) provides for a number of exemptions from LPT for those who purchased a residential 
property from 1 January 2013.

Section 8 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides an exemp-
tion from LPT to a property purchased between 1 January 2013 and 31 December 2013 if it is 
occupied as a sole or main residence by the purchaser.

Under section 9 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) any new and 
previously unused residential property that is purchased from a builder or property developer 
between 1 January 2013 and 31 October 2016 will be exempt from LPT up to the end of 2016.

Furthermore, any residential property that was not a liable property for LPT purposes on the 
1 May 2013, for example where the construction was not completed, will not be liable for LPT 
until 2017. Where such a property is purchased after 1 May 2013, it will not be liable for LPT 
until 2017.

However, if a person purchased a property that was liable to LPT on 1 May 2013 between 1 
January and 1 November 2014 then they will be liable to LPT for 2015 and 2016.

01/07/2014WRE00950Mortgage Arrears Proposals

01/07/2014WRE01000145. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance with regard to the monthly 
limit on unsolicited communications if the consumer protection code 2012 and the Code of 
Conduct on Mortgage arrears are applicable to those in arrears who have reached a repayment 
agreement with their bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28320/14]

01/07/2014WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) sets out requirements for mortgage lend-
ers when dealing with borrowers facing or in mortgage arrears. The CCMA provides a strong 
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consumer protection framework to ensure that borrowers struggling to keep up repayments on 
a mortgage loan which is secured on a primary residence are treated in a fair and transparent 
manner by their lender, and that long term resolution is sought by lenders with each of their 
borrowers in genuine mortgage difficulty.  In order to ensure that engagement between lender 
and borrower is facilitated, the current version of the CCMA puts a greater emphasis on a more 
qualitative approach to contacts and the previous limit of three unsolicited contacts per month 
is replaced by a requirement for the lender to draw up a board approved contacts policy.

With regard to the level of communications from a lender to a borrower, the CCMA now 
provides that: 

Provision 21. A lender must produce and implement a policy regarding communications 
with borrowers. That policy must be approved by the board of directors and must ensure that 
the requirements of Provision 22 are met. 

Provision 22. A lender must ensure that: 

a) the level of communications from the lender, or any third party acting on its behalf, is 
proportionate and not excessive, taking into account the circumstances of the borrowers, in-
cluding that unnecessarily frequent communication s are not made; 

b) communications with borrowers are not aggressive, intimidating or harassing; 

c) borrowers are given sufficient time to complete an action they have committed to before 
follow up communication is attempted. In deciding what constitutes sufficient time, consider-
ation must be given to the action that a borrower has committed to carry out, including whether 
he/she may require assistance from a third party in carrying out the action; and 

d) steps are taken to agree future communication with borrowers. 

Communication is defined, in the CCMA, as “the imparting or exchanging of information 
between a lender and a borrower by speaking, on paper or another durable medium, or using 
any other medium.  In addition, a lender must maintain records of all communications with 
borrowers in mortgage arrears or pre-arrears including recordings of all Arrears Support Unit 
telephone calls made to or from a borrower in relation to his/her arrears or pre-arrears.  The 
intention of this provision is to strengthen protection for borrowers by facilitating compliance 
monitoring.

If a borrower is not happy with the way that their lender is dealing with them or if they think 
they are not complying with the CCMA, the borrower can make a complaint to their lender. If 
the borrower is not happy with the outcome of the appeal/complaint made to the lender they 
can refer the matter to the Financial Services Ombudsman (FSO). Further information on how 
to make a complaint to the FSO is available at www.financialombudsman.ie.

01/07/2014WRE01150Departmental Staff Recruitment

01/07/2014WRE01200146. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an up-
date on the appointment of a new Secretary General in his Department; if he will list the outlets 
where the position has been advertised; whether it is essential that reforms within his Depart-
ment would be best executed and overseen by the recruitment of a person from outside his 
Department or the Central Bank of Ireland; the timetable by which the new appointment will be 
made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28362/14]
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01/07/2014WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The post of Secretary General, Depart-
ment of Finance was advertised on 11 June 2014 with a closing date of 23 June 2014. The post 
was advertised by the Senior Pubic Service unit at the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform. Applications will now be considered and a decision will be taken by the Government 
to assess that the person appointed meets the criteria for the job. It is expected that the new 
Secretary General will be appointed by the Government by the end of July.

01/07/2014WRE01350Central Bank of Ireland Properties

01/07/2014WRE01400147. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank of Ireland 
has considered any plans to review the operation of the mint in Sandyford. [28482/14]

01/07/2014WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
it regularly reviews the operation of the Mint in Sandyford to ensure that it operates to current 
best practices.

01/07/2014WRE01550Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Establishment

01/07/2014WRE01600148. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if, in the context of the strategic 
banking corporation Ireland and alongside the work on the legislation, work is progressing on 
the structures of the bank, including personnel, internal procedures, processes, operations and 
other activities associated with an undertaking of this type; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28504/14]

01/07/2014WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A project team has been established 
which includes staff of the Department of Finance and the NTMA to expedite the delivery of 
the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI). This project team considers all aspects of 
the establishment of the SBCI including the issues raised by the Deputy. For example the team 
is working on the legislation, establishment of the SBCI structure, staffing, processes, proce-
dures and controls as well as developing relationships with the funders and potential on-lending 
financial institutions. This work is being progressed in order to deliver a timely solution to the 
SME market.

The Taoiseach and I have expressed our expectation that the SBCI will be facilitating lend-
ing to SMEs by the end of the year.

01/07/2014WRE01750Tax Yield

01/07/2014WRE01800149. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will calculate the 
extra revenue that would be created by introducing the following changes in income tax rates: 
a 50% band rate on earnings between €100,000 and €140,000; a 55% rate on earnings between 
€140,000 and €180,000; a 60% rate on earnings between €180,000 and €250,000; and a 65% 
rate on earnings over €250,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28557/14]

01/07/2014WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is assumed that the thresholds for the 
proposed new Income Tax rates mentioned by the Deputy would not alter the existing standard 
rate band structure applying to single and widowed persons, to lone parents, married couples 
and civil partnerships. In addition, it is assumed that the Universal Social Charge continues to 
apply at the relevant rates.
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I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, given the current band structure, major 
issues would need to be resolved as to how in practice such a new structure with multiple ad-
ditional rates could be integrated into the current system and how this would affect the relative 
position of different types of income earners.

Notwithstanding these issues, I am advised by the Commissioners that the full year yield 
to the Exchequer, estimated by reference to 2014 incomes, of the introduction of the suggested 
new rates and bands of Income Tax would be of the order of €922 million.

This figure is an estimate from the Revenue tax forecasting model using latest actual data 
for the year 2011, adjusted as necessary for income, self-employment and employment trends 
in the interim. They are provisional and may be revised. Married persons or civil partners who 
have elected or have been deemed to have elected for joint assessment are counted as one tax 
unit.

01/07/2014WRE01950Financial Transactions Tax

01/07/2014WRE02000150. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will calculate the 
additional revenue that would be raised by introducing the EU Commission’s proposed finan-
cial transaction tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28558/14]

01/07/2014WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s position is that a fi-
nancial transaction tax would be best applied on a wide international basis to include the major 
financial centres to prevent the danger of activities gravitating to jurisdictions where taxes are 
not levied on financial transactions.

In any event it is not possible to estimate the extra revenue that would be raised by introduc-
ing the EU Commission’s proposed financial transaction tax until such time as the final form of 
the tax is settled.

A proposal for a Directive from the European Commission in the area of financial transac-
tion tax was published in February 2013. Ireland had many concerns about the proposal as 
drafted, not least of which were the potential impacts on, and the trading of, Irish Sovereign 
debt in the secondary market and in total, the potential negative impact on the liquidity of the 
financial sector as a whole. Members of the Economic and Financial Sub-Committee on EU 
Sovereign Debt Markets have stated that the introduction of the FTT would have a significantly 
negative effect on Sovereign Debt Markets and may impair the good-functioning of secondary 
markets for sovereign debt resulting in reduced liquidity, reduced investor demand and there-
fore higher financing costs for States.

Our concerns are widely shared amongst the Member States, including some of the par-
ticipating Member States. These concerns have led to the recent issuing of a communique by 
the participating Member States, announcing that they have agreed to implement a financial 
transaction tax in a progressive manner, with the first step being a charge on shares and some 
derivatives. However, significant technical and legal discussions will continue to be required at 
the Council Working Party before the text of the proposed Directive can be finalised. With this 
in mind, the targeted implementation date for the FTT has been rescheduled to 1 January 2016.

As the Deputy will be aware, Ireland already has a tax on certain financial transactions - a 
Stamp Duty on transfers of shares in Irish incorporated companies - which currently stands at 
1%.  The yield from this charge in 2013 was €251 million.
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01/07/2014WRE02150Corporation Tax Regime

01/07/2014WRE02200151. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will calculate the 
extra revenue raised by imposing a 12.5% minimum effective corporate tax rate on gross trad-
ing profits before deductions and allowances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28559/14]

01/07/2014WRE02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): With regard to the calculation requested 
by the Deputy, I would highlight that although a figure of ‘gross trading profits’ is included in 
the  detailed annual statistical reports published by the Revenue Commissioners for illustrative 
purposes, the concept is not generally recognised in Irish tax legislation and it is therefore not 
possible to accurately cost the Deputy’s proposal.

In relation to effective rates more generally, the Deputy will be aware that my Department 
recently published a Technical Paper on Effective rates of Corporation Tax in Ireland.  This 
report is published on the Department’s website and can be viewed at the following link:

http://www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/140407%20FINAL%20Technical%20
Paper%20on%20Effective%20Rates%20of%20Corporation%20Tax%20in%20Ireland.pdf.

In attempting to assess the effective corporate tax rate that is applied to the total of company 
profits in Ireland, the Paper concludes that the approach based on national aggregate statistics is 
the most suitable.  Using that approach based on data from the Central Statistics Office and the 
Revenue Commissioners, the Report found that since 2003 the effective corporate tax rate has 
averaged 10.9% and 10.7% respectively.

While this percentage is lower than the 12.5% headline rate, this can be attributed to the 
availability of double taxation relief and a small number of corporate tax incentives such as 
the Research and Development Tax Credit and the Tax Relief for New Start-Up Companies for 
example.  The combined cost of these two incentives in 2012 was €283.6 million.

01/07/2014WRE02350SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Administration

01/07/2014WRE02400152. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the role of SO-
LAS in ensuring that employers who take on apprentices under the supervision of SOLAS are 
compliant with employment law in respect of the rights and entitlements of the apprentices; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27866/14]

01/07/2014WRE02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): SOLAS have a role in ap-
proving companies for the purposes of taking on apprentices.

I am informed by SOLAS that a company wishing to register an apprentice is assessed to 
ensure its suitability to train apprentices in the specified craft. To be deemed suitable, an em-
ployer must hold a qualification in the relevant trade or have in their employment a qualified 
craftsperson. The employer must be in a position to provide the apprentice with the opportunity 
to engage in the full range of work as outlined in the curriculum and provide the necessary tools 
and equipment to enable them to do so. The employer must also agree to fulfil their obligations 
when the apprentice is ‘on-the-job’ as outlined in the curriculum. On approval the employer is 
entitled to employ the apprentice in the specified craft.

I am informed that as the apprentice is an employee of the company he/she is entitled to the 
same protection as any other employee under current employment legislation, save for where 
specific provisions such as those relating to the minimum wage, do not apply to apprentices.   
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However, SOLAS does not have a specific role in ensuring that companies are compliant in 
employment law.

01/07/2014WRE02550SOLAS Staffing

01/07/2014WRE02600153. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the number 
of instructor programmes SOLAS has organised for expanding the number of trainers approved 
and registered to undertake the Safe Pass programme in view of the small number of trainers 
nationally, the pick up in construction fuelling demand for this service and the fact that consid-
erable revenue is generated to SOLAS from this activity. [27968/14]

01/07/2014WRE02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The arrangements for deliv-
ering instructor training for the safe pass programmes are an operational matter for SOLAS.  
SOLAS will respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

01/07/2014WRE02775Irish Language Issues

01/07/2014WRE02800154. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the grant to 
student teachers undertaking courses in the Gaeltacht will be restored; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28328/14]

01/07/2014WRE02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As part of the Government’s 
budgetary considerations and the Comprehensive Expenditure Review carried out in 2011, a 
decision was made to abolish payments by this Department towards the cost of attendance at 
Gaeltacht courses by initial teacher education students with effect from September 2012.  The 
decision to abolish the grants was not taken lightly, and it has to be viewed in the context of 
the prevailing requirement to reduce costs and achieve efficiencies where possible. In making 
difficult decisions such as this, priority was given to protecting resources for front line educa-
tion services as far as possible in the coming years, which is especially challenging with rising 
numbers of school-going children.  To assist with the costs of the Gaeltacht placement, students 
who are in receipt of a student grant which includes a 100% fee grant, or who would have quali-
fied for a full fee grant but for the Free Fees Schemes, can apply for funding towards travel and 
accommodation costs under the field trip element of a fee grant, subject to the normal terms and 
conditions of the scheme.

Apart from the student grant system, in circumstances of particular need students may apply 
for support under the Student Assistance Fund. Information in relation to this fund is available 
through the Access Officer in the third level institution attended.

For the reasons I have outlined, I am not in a position at this time to reinstate funding to this 
area.

01/07/2014WRE02950Irish Language Issues

01/07/2014WRE03000155. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will intro-
duce the Gaeltacht scholarship scheme for teachers wishing to attend Gaeltacht courses; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28329/14]

01/07/2014WRE03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The 20 year Strategy for the 
Irish Language 2010 -2030 contains a number of actions relating to improving the quality of 
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Irish Teaching which need further consideration including the introduction of a Gaeltacht schol-
arship scheme for primary school teachers to attend intensive Gaeilge courses in the Gaeltacht. 
This Government is committed to supporting the overall thrust of 20 Year Strategy for the Irish 
Language 2010-2030 and will deliver on the achievable goals and targets proposed in line with 
available resources.

01/07/2014WRE03150Education and Training Boards Staff

01/07/2014WRE03200156. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will allow a 
representative of the Donegal Family Resource Centre in County Donegal to become a member 
of the Donegal Education and Training Board in view of the person’s extensive experience of 
dealing with key stakeholders and the provision of adult education; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27827/14]

01/07/2014WRE03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In accordance with Section 
30(1) of the Education and Training Boards Act 2013 (the Act), each education and training 
board will consist of 21 members as follows: 12 members elected by the relevant local au-
thority; 2 members elected by ETB staff;2 members appointed by the ETB from nominees of 
the National Parents Council; 5 members appointed by the ETB from bodies specified by the 
Minister for Education and Skills which have a special interest in, or knowledge of education.

With regard to the bodies specified by the Minister, at least one person from each the follow-
ing categories must be appointed: bodies representative of business, industry and commerce; 
bodies representative of learners; bodies representative of persons engaged in the management 
of, or leadership in, recognised schools.  All such appointees must reside within the functional 
area of the board and at least 2 must be women and at least 2 must be men.

A body will be required to nominate two persons (one man and one woman) for consider-
ation by each board for appointment. Accordingly, the Deputy will appreciate that I will not be 
in position to specify individuals or bodies which have local representation only, such as the 
Donegal Family Resource Centres.

01/07/2014WRE03375Minor Works Scheme Suspension

01/07/2014WRE03400157. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills to explain the 
position regarding the minor works scheme for national schools, particularly the administration 
of the funding permits in future years; the amount to be allocated to each school; the works per-
missible under the scheme; if the same level of funding will be available; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27831/14]

01/07/2014WRE03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Details in respect of the Grant 
Scheme for Minor Works to National School Properties (the Minor Works Grant) are available 
under Circular Letter 0062/2013 dated November 2013. The circular states that each primary 
school with full recognition will receive a €5,500 basic grant plus €18.50 per mainstream pupil 
and €74 per special needs pupil on the rolls on the 30th September of the year prior to the issue 
of the grant.

The grant must be spent on the physical infrastructure of the school or on items of furniture 
and equipment for educational use including IT related equipment. Works covered include im-
provements to school buildings and grounds, improvement or replacement of mechanical and 
electrical services, the purchase of standard furniture and physical education equipment, the 
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purchase of floor coverings and window blinds and the purchase of IT related equipment.

The Circular also states that the grant will only be paid in future years as funding permits. 
The Deputy will be aware that under the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme 
2012-2016, the focus in the education sector is on meeting the demand for additional school 
places. Consequently, there is no funding provided at this time in the 2014 capital allocation for 
the payment of a Minor Works Grant to primary schools.

01/07/2014WRE03550Special Educational Needs Staffing

01/07/2014WRE03600158. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has received 
correspondence from a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; if he has considered the as-
sociated request; the outcome of his consideration; if he will facilitate the school in question in 
view of the particular circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27834/14]

01/07/2014WRE03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am aware of the correspon-
dence referred to by the Deputy.  The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) approves 
special classes for schools. Such a special class was approved for St. Peter’s NS, Mountcharles 
in 2011.

The criteria for the appointment of an administrative principal to a school, which are enrol-
ment related, are set out in Appendix B of Circular, 0007/2014 Staffing Arrangements in Pri-
mary Schools for the 2014/15 school year and is available on the website. The school does not 
meet this criteria.

My Department has arrangements in place whereby a substitute teacher is employed by a 
school if a teacher, including special class teachers, is absent on certified sick leave as is the 
position in this case.

Since September 2012 the combined resources available for learning support (General Al-
location Model at Primary) and language support have been merged into a single simplified 
allocation process. The GAM/EAL arrangements for the 2014/15 school year are set out in Cir-
cular 0007/2014 and are based on a school’s mainstream classroom posts for the 2013/14 school 
year and will not be overturned. Appendix C of that circular lists the allocation for all schools. 
Where schools do not have sufficient GAM/EAL hours to create a full-time post, a process is in 
place for such schools to enter into cluster arrangements with neighbouring schools. St. Peter’s 
NS will be a base school for a shared GAM/EAL post for the 2014/15 school year.

01/07/2014WRE03750Education and Training Boards

01/07/2014WRE03800159. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline 
his plans regarding a training centre (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27853/14]

01/07/2014WRE03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): This is a day to day opera-
tional matter for City of Dublin Education and Training Board (ETB) and I have asked the ETB 
to contact the Deputy directly to clarify the position.

01/07/2014WRE03950School Enrolments Data
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01/07/2014WRE04000160. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will list the 
school feeder areas in Dublin city and county which his Department uses for school planning 
purposes; if this information could be provided in tabular form; and if a map could also be pro-
vided detailing or illustrating this information. [27857/14]

01/07/2014WRE04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): For school planning purposes 
Dublin City and County is divided into 40 school feeder areas.  These areas are based on the 
areas used in the Census for Small Area Population Statistics purposes.Balbriggan

Ballinteer/Stepaside

Ballybrack/Shankill

Ballyfermot/D10

Beaumont/Coolock D5

Blanchardstown West D15

Blanchardstown Village D15

Booterstown/Blackrock

Cabra/Phibsboro D7

Carpenterstown D15

Castleknock D15

Clondalkin D22

Darndale D17

Dolphin’s Barn D12

Donabate

Donaghmede/Howth/D13

Drumcondra/Marino/Dublin 1

Dublin 6W

Dublin 8

Dublin 2/Dublin 4

Dublin 6/Clonskeagh

Dún Laoghaire

FinglasEast/Ballymun D11

Firhouse/Oldbawn

Goatstown/Stillorgan

Killester/Raheny/Clontarf

Kilternan
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Lucan

Malahide/Nevinstown

Mulhuddart/Tyrrelstown D15

Palmerstown/Ronanstown/D20 22

Portmarnock

Rathfarnham

Rush & Lusk

Sallynoggin/Killiney

Scribblestown/Finglas West

Skerries

Swords

Tallaght

Whitehall/Santry D9A map of these feeder areas is available at the following link.  [<a 
href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/CE531BFA2741181180257D0900344E0
D/$File/PQ_27857_14_DublinCity_County_FAs_01072014.pdf?openelement”>Table 1</a>]

01/07/2014WRF00150Schools Building Projects Administration

01/07/2014WRF00200161. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding for school 
extensions is exclusively being used for that purpose; if consideration has been given in any 
instances to fund new school buildings using this funding stream; and if such a funding stream 
could be considered for projects such as an Educate Together second level school in Dublin. 
[27858/14]

01/07/2014WRF00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department continues to analyse demographic data to identify where new primary and 
post-primary schools will be required. It is open to all patron bodies, including Educate Together, 
to apply for patronage of any such schools in line with the established patronage determination 
process.  Following the process for determining patronage of new schools, which was overseen 
by the New Schools Establishment Group, two new post-primary schools under the Patronage 
of Educate Together will open in Dublin, one on the North side of Dublin in Blanchardstown 
West in 2014 and the other post-primary school will open in Balbriggan in 2016.

The Five Year Construction Plan, that I announced in March 2012, lists the individual school 
projects that are planned to proceed to construction over the duration of the Plan. The Plan 
priorities new school building projects as well as major extensions in areas where significant 
demographic need has been established so that our school system is in a position to cater for 
increasing pupil numbers.

My Department’s over-riding objective is to ensure that every child has access to a physical 
school place and that our school system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers. 
This will continue to be the main focus for investment by my Department in the coming years.
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01/07/2014WRF00350School Services Staff

01/07/2014WRF00400162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to intro-
duce measures to regularise the employment of school secretaries including rates of pay, duties, 
sick leave and pension entitlements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27882/14]

01/07/2014WRF00500163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satisfied 
with the current arrangements for the employment of school secretaries; his views that the cur-
rent practice is conducive to inequity among school secretaries; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27883/14]

01/07/2014WRF00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 162 and 163 together.

A Clerk Typist Scheme for the employment of secretaries in primary and secondary schools 
was initiated in 1978 as part of the then Government’s job-creation programme. While a small 
number of such secretaries remain in schools, the scheme has been superseded by a more ex-
tensive grant arrangement. The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools in the 
Free Education Scheme now receive capitation grant assistance to provide for secretarial (and/
or caretaking) services. The flexible nature of the capitation grant schemes allows individual 
school authorities to apply diverse arrangements for secretarial services to meet their needs. 

Notwithstanding the above, a forum was established involving my Department, the Depart-
ment of Finance (now Public Expenditure and Reform), IMPACT and SIPTU with a view to 
establishing the factual position in schools regarding terms and conditions (including pay) of 
school secretaries and caretakers and commencing discussions on the proposal of the unions 
that an interim minimum pay rate should be introduced. It should be noted that the forum was 
established with specific terms of reference and was not intended to be a general industrial rela-
tions forum dealing with all employment related issues for school secretaries and caretakers.

The first aspect of the forum’s tasks was completed. It was not possible to begin discussions 
on the second element (introduction of a minimum pay rate) due to the State’s serious budgetary 
and financial position, as the introduction of such a rate would inevitably involve an increased 
cost to the Exchequer. However, it was agreed that the forum would consider appropriate mea-
sures in relation to the rates of pay of school secretaries and caretakers in the event that a review 
of the Public Service Agreements recommended changes to the benefit of those public servants 
earning €35,000 or less per annum.

01/07/2014WRF00650Adult Education

01/07/2014WRF00700164. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clarify the 
status of the target literacy programme in Donaghmede and its future as a vital provider of adult 
literacy in the area. [27891/14]

01/07/2014WRF00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
This is an operational matter for the City of Dublin Education and Training Board (CDETB).  
I understand from CDETB that they are re-organising their literacy service in this area but that 
there will be no reduction in the level of provision available to learners.  The extent of the liter-
acy service to be provided and the organisation of classes in any centre is a matter for the ETB.

01/07/2014WRF00850School Transport Administration
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01/07/2014WRF00900165. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will allow 
medical card holders who are applying for transport to schools which are not necessarily the 
nearest to them to be able to avail of free transport if a seat is available; if he will consider en-
suring transport options are available to facilitate all children to be able to attend the school of 
their choice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27894/14]

01/07/2014WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Schemes is, having regard to available re-
sources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.  While it is the prerogative of parents to send their children to the school of their 
choice, eligibility for school transport is to the nearest school or education centre.  Children 
who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concessionary basis only 
subject to a number of terms and conditions including the payment of the annual charge. This 
charge, which may be paid in two instalments in July and December, is a contribution towards 
the overall cost and does not reflect the true cost of providing these services.  Only children who 
are eligible for school transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS Scheme) are exempt 
from paying the annual charge.  The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equi-
tably on a national basis and I am satisfied with the current criteria for determining eligibility.

01/07/2014WRF01050School Staffing

01/07/2014WRF01100166. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
school (details supplied) in County Louth was not allocated an EAL teaching post on appeal for 
the next academic year even though the school will have exceeded the threshold necessary for 
allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27924/14]

01/07/2014WRF01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The staffing appeal process 
at primary level includes the provision whereby schools with a high concentration of pupils re-
quiring English as an additional language (EAL) can apply for further additional temporary lan-
guage support posts. The appeal criteria are set out in Circular 0007/2014.  The school referred 
to by the Deputy submitted an appeal under the EAL criterion to the Primary Staffing Appeals 
Board. The Board considered applications at its June meeting.  The appeal was refused on the 
basis that the grounds of the appeal did not warrant the allocation of an EAL post under Circular 
0007/2014.  The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and 
its decision is final.

01/07/2014WRF01250School Staffing

01/07/2014WRF01300167. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
school (details supplied) in County Louth was not allocated an EAL teaching post on appeal for 
the next academic year even though the school will have exceeded the threshold necessary for 
allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27925/14]

01/07/2014WRF01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The staffing appeal process 
at primary level includes the provision whereby schools with a high concentration of pupils 
requiring English as an additional language (EAL) can apply for further additional temporary 
language support posts. The appeal criteria are set out in Circular 0007/2014.  The school re-
ferred to by the Deputy submitted an appeal under the EAL criterion to the Primary Staffing 
Appeals Board. The Board considered applications at its June meeting.  The appeal was refused 
on the basis that the grounds of the appeal did not warrant the allocation of an EAL post under 
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Circular 0007/2014.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

01/07/2014WRF01450School Management

01/07/2014WRF01500168. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
that he has received correspondence regarding a matter (details supplied); the advice he can of-
fer in this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27945/14]

01/07/2014WRF01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My officials have replied to 
a representation made by a concerned parent to my office recently regarding the matter at the 
school in question.  While this Department sets out the constitution of Boards of Management 
and rules of procedure it is not directly involved in the management of schools. Under the 
provisions of the Education Act, 1998, the Board of Management is the body charged with the 
direct governance of a school, and it is the Board of Management which employs the teach-
ers at the school.  Accordingly, whereas the Department provides funding and policy direction 
for schools, the Department does not have the power to instruct schools to follow a particular 
course of direction with regard to individual complaint cases. If a parent wishes to make a 
complaint against a teacher or school they should contact the relevant school authorities. The 
complaint procedures adopted by most schools are those that have been agreed between the 
teacher unions and school management bodies.

The Office of the Ombudsman for Children may independently investigate complaints re-
lating to the administrative actions of a school recognised by the Department of Education and 
Skills, provided the parent has firstly and fully followed the school’s complaints procedures. 
The key criterion for any intervention by the Ombudsman for Children is that the administrative 
actions of a school has, or may have, adversely affected the child. The office can be contacted 
at: Ombudsman for Children’s Office, Millennium House, 52-56 Great Strand Street, Dublin 1; 
tel. 1800 20 20 40 or (01) 865 6800 or email oco@oco.ie.

The Department website www.education.ie is a useful source of information. The section 
dealing with parental complaints, bullying and child protection is www.education.ie/en/Par-
ents/Information/Complaints-Bullying-Child-Protection-Discrimination.  In accordance with 
the Department’s child protection procedures, I can confirm that the correspondence received 
was referred without judgment to the relevant authorities.

The Deputy will be aware that I published new anti-bullying procedures for all primary 
and post primary schools. These new procedures have been developed following consultation 
with the relevant education partners and replace guidelines that were issued to schools in 1993. 
The procedures are designed to give direction and guidance to school authorities and school 
personnel in preventing and tackling school-based bullying behaviour amongst its pupils. They 
include specific requirements in relation to the use of prevention and education strategies and 
the consistent investigation, follow up and recording of bullying behaviour.

01/07/2014WRF01650Minor Works Scheme Suspension

01/07/2014WRF01700169. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to restore 
the minor works grant in the forthcoming budget in view of the costs of routine repairs schools 
must carry out and the pressure the abolition of the minor works grant has placed on school 
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finances. [27960/14]

01/07/2014WRF01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As I outlined previously the 
focus in the education sector is on meeting the demand for additional school places.  Conse-
quently, there is no funding provided at this time in the 2014 capital allocation for the payment 
of a Minor Works Grant to primary schools.  I would point out that the Minor Works Grant was 
issued last November to all primary schools with full recognition in respect of the 2013/2014 
school year. Furthermore, since 1997 the Minor Works Grant has been issued in each school 
year with the exception of the 2012/2013 school year.

01/07/2014WRF01850School Enrolments

01/07/2014WRF01900170. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
sanction for an extra class in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27967/14]

01/07/2014WRF02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department has examined the level of demand for junior infant places in the Swords area 
and in that regard has also been in contact with the schools concerned.  The Deputy will ap-
preciate that in view of constraints on my Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to 
meet demographic demand, it is important that school size is monitored and that a balance is 
preserved among all schools in catchment areas to ensure that one school is not expanding at 
the expense or the viability of another school. This may sometimes however result in children 
not being offered a place in their school of first choice.

In the case of the school in question, whilst this school may be the school of first choice, 
the Deputy will be aware that there are two other schools with the same Patron as the school 
referred to, which have lost or are due to lose mainstream teaching posts. These schools have 
spare accommodation capacity within their buildings and expressed a willingness to accept an 
additional stream of Junior Infants each. It is my understanding that there has not been suffi-
cient interest in Junior Infant places in the schools with spare capacity to warrant establishing 
an additional class of junior infants in 2014.

However, it is still the case that a balance must be preserved among all schools in catchment 
areas to ensure that one school is not expanding at the expense or the viability of another school 
and in that context my Department is not in a position to sanction an additional stream of junior 
infants for the school in question.

01/07/2014WRF02050Student Grant Scheme Administration

01/07/2014WRF02100171. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
persons refused a Student Universal Support Ireland grant in the first instance due to an error 
made on the part of SUSI are compelled to enter the appeals process; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that there are persons entering PPC1 courses who will miss the deadline to 
have their fees paid as a result of this unfair procedure; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28021/14]

01/07/2014WRF02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy made an application for the 2014/15 academic year and subsequently appealed the 
initial decision.  If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a 
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student grant, or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the 
first instance, to SUSI.

Following a review of the application under the appeals process it was determined the ap-
plication in question could proceed and a letter with a checklist of documents required issued to 
the applicant.  The application will be further reviewed on receipt of the requested documenta-
tion and a decision will issue to the applicant. Where an individual applicant has had an appeal 
turned down in writing by SUSI and remains of the view that the scheme has not been inter-
preted correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the 
applicant to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form is avail-
able to download from http://www.studentfinance.ie/downloads/1375344221/2013_SGAB_ap-
peal_form.pdf.

01/07/2014WRF02250School Guidance Counsellors

01/07/2014WRF02300172. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills notwith-
standing the fact that he stated in his reply on 17 June last that teachers, as highly trained indi-
viduals and responsible adults operating in a school environment, have the professional capac-
ity or knowledge to deal with a significant number of the issues that arise in their classrooms 
on a daily basis, his views that counselling as described in his Department guidelines (details 
supplied) should only be carried out by a qualified guidance counsellor who is currently being 
professionally supervised by the teacher education section of his Department in this counselling 
work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28040/14]

01/07/2014WRF02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The guidelines referred to by 
the Deputy were published in 2005 at a time when a separate additional allocation was given to 
schools for guidance provision. My Department published Circular 0009/2012 – Staffing Ar-
rangements in post-primary schools for the 2012/13 school year in February, 2012 to inform all 
post primary school management of the staffing arrangements for the 2012/13 school year and 
in particular, of the requirement to manage guidance from within the standard allocation with 
effect from the 2012/13 school year. Schools have autonomy in relation to how they use their 
standard staffing allocation for the provision of subjects to their students. The circular provided 
further autonomy to school Principals and boards to manage the provision of guidance from 
within their standard staffing allocation.

The circular, whilst acknowledging that the previously published documentation on the pro-
vision of guidance (the 2005 Guidelines and the Inspectorate publication in 2009 “Looking 
at Guidance”) were published at a time when a separate additional allocation was given for 
guidance also made clear that schools should continue to find the this documentation as useful 
reference guides and resources in the preparation of the school guidance plans.

01/07/2014WRF02450School Curriculum

01/07/2014WRF02500173. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the concerns of the Association of Civic, Social and Political Education 
Teachers in Ireland regarding the removal of CSPE as a mandatory subject under the junior 
cycle student award; his views that the new optional short course will offer the same benefits 
to students in relation to active citizenship and civic knowledge and engagement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28055/14]

01/07/2014WRF02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Education about active citi-
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zenship is an integral component of the new Framework for Junior Cycle. For example, one 
of the 24 ‘Statements of Learning’, that encompass the key knowledge and skills that students 
will develop during their junior cycle, requires that all students will “value what it means to be 
an active citizen with rights and responsibilities in local and wider context”.  In addition, the 8 
key skills which underpin the new Framework for Junior Cycle, include “working with others” 
whereby students should realise and experience how they can “contribute to making the world a 
better place”. As junior cycle students will experience the statements of learning and key skills, 
it is expected that education for active citizenship will continue to be an important part of the 
new Junior Cycle.

I recently approved a new short course in CSPE that has been developed by the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA). This short course will be available to schools 
to implement, from this September, should they wish to do so as part of their Junior Cycle pro-
gramme or they may continue to offer the current syllabus. Schools will choose from one or 
the other for the up-coming academic year 2014/2015. The new short course aims to inform, 
inspire, empower and enable young people to participate as active citizens in contemporary so-
ciety at local, national and global levels based on an understanding of human rights and social 
responsibilities. It is also important to note that the new CSPE short course is designed for 100 
hours of teaching compared to less than 70 hours for the existing CSPE syllabus.

01/07/2014WRF02650School Patronage

01/07/2014WRF02700174. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has com-
missioned a White Paper on divestment of patronage in schools; the persons tasked to draft this 
paper; the date on which it will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28060/14]

01/07/2014WRF02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Report of the Forum on 
Patronage and Pluralism in the Primary Sector made a series of recommendations in relation to 
this area.  Among the recommendations, were those relating to areas of stable population.  The 
Report recommended that in such areas, where there is evidence of demand for different types 
of patronage, this demand could be met by divesting patronage of existing schools.

As part of the implemenation of these recommendations, surveys of parental preferences 
in 43 such areas were undertaken and sufficient parental demand for a wider choice of school 
patron emerged in 28 of the areas.  The demand demonstrated was for English medium mul-
tidenominational education in 27 of these areas, while one area demonstrated demand for an 
Irish-language national school (35 of the 43 areas surveyed already have a Gaelscoil option 
available).

Following discussions with the existing Catholic patrons on the potential for permanent 
accommodation options and discussions with Educate Together on their priorities for initial 
start-up areas, three new multi-denominational schools will open in September 2014. In ad-
dition, the transfer of patronage of a Church of Ireland school to Educate Together patronage 
from September 2014 in one survey area is also being advanced.  A fifth multi-denominational 
school that opened in temporary accommodation in September 2014 is moving to an Edmund 
Rice Schools Trust building for September 2014.  The engagement with patrons so far has been 
positive and it is expected that further progress can be achieved for new schools in 2015 and 
onwards.  It is my intention to publish shortly a paper outlining progress in relation to this and 
other recommendations made by the Forum.
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01/07/2014WRF02850Special Educational Needs Service Provision

01/07/2014WRF02900175. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding laptop assistance in respect of a child (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28171/14]

01/07/2014WRF03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department provides funding to schools towards the cost of assistive technology for 
pupils in Primary, Post Primary and Special schools for personal computers and specialist soft-
ware for educational purposes under the Assistive Technology scheme, as set out in my Depart-
ment’s Circular 0010/2013.  I can advise the Deputy that an application for assistive technology 
support for the child referred to by the Deputy has been received in my Department. Further 
information has been requested from the school regarding the completion of the application 
form. The application will be considered further once this information is received.

01/07/2014WRF03050Schools Building Projects Status

01/07/2014WRF03100176. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
the provision of a new school (details supplied) in County Galway following a planned meet-
ing between the board of management and his Department in May 2014; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28193/14]

01/07/2014WRF03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Major School Building 
Project referred to by the Deputy is currently at Stage 2(a) of Architectural Planning.  Following 
a Stage 2a Stakeholders Meeting in May 2014, it was necessary for the Design Team to submit 
further details and documentation to the School Authorities and the Department.  This submis-
sion is currently under review in my Department.  Once the review has been completed, subject 
to no further issues arising, the project will proceed to Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design which in-
cludes planning and other statutory permission and the preparation of tender documents.

Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 
5 year construction programme announced in March 2012.  School building projects, including 
the project referred to by the Deputy, which have been initiated but not included in the current 
five year construction programme will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in 
anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in the future.

01/07/2014WRF03250Special Educational Needs Service Provision

01/07/2014WRF03300177. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria 
that will be used for the proposed new resource teacher model; if a school (details supplied) will 
be taken into consideration when developing this new model of resource; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28207/14]

01/07/2014WRF03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) published its Report on a Proposed 
New Model for Allocating Teachers for Students with Special Educational Needs on Wednes-
day 18th June 2014. This report is available at www.ncse.ie.  The report has recommended that 
a new allocation model should be developed for schools based on two components: a school 



1 July 2014

169

educational profile component; and a baseline component provided to every mainstream school 
to support inclusion, prevention of learning difficulties and early intervention.  It recommended 
that the educational profile of a school should take into account: the number of students with 
complex special educational needs attending the school; the Percentages of students perform-
ing below a certain threshold on standardised test results; the Social context of school which 
includes gender, primary school location and educational disadvantage.

I have asked my Department to consider the recommendations contained in this report and 
to examine what impact this proposal would have in practice on the allocation of Special Needs 
teachers to schools, including the school referred to by the Deputy in his question.  I am hope-
ful that this work, which involves collecting significant information from schools, can be com-
pleted by the Autumn, following which, further consideration will be given to the report recom-
mendations.  In considering proposals for any new resource allocation model my Department 
will consult with all stakeholder groups, including parents, to hear their views on the proposals.

01/07/2014WRF03450School Staffing

01/07/2014WRF03500178. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 82 of 13 February 2013, the number of relief teaching days allocated 
to teachers on a departmental pension in the 2012-13 and the past school year at primary and 
post-primary respectively; the steps being taken to reduce this number; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28219/14]

01/07/2014WRF03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The detailed information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available. The most recent information available relates to 
March 2014 when a total of 282 retired teachers were employed by the managerial authorities 
of schools. One hundred and forty nine retired primary teachers and one hundred and thirty 
three retired voluntary secondary and community and comprehensive teachers were employed. 
However, seventy per cent of those teachers worked 5 days or less. By comparision in March 
2013 a total of 362 retired teachers were employed by the managerial authorities. Two hundred 
and eight retired primary teachers and one hundred and fifty four retired voluntary secondary 
and community and comprehensive teachers were employed.  In that period eighty five per cent 
worked 5 days or less.

The policy of my Department is to ensure, as far as possible, that the managerial authorities 
of schools give priority to unemployed registered teachers who are fully qualified when filling 
vacant teaching posts.  My Department has issued a number of circulars addressing this issue 
in recent years. Under the terms of these circulars school Principal’s must maintain a list of un-
employed registered teachers who are available for substitute work at short notice and report to 
the Board of Management on any exceptional occasion where they have to engage a registered 
teacher who is retired. Circular 31/2011 details a cascade of measures for recruitment of teach-
ers, prioritising registered teachers over retired registered teachers and unregistered people.

A retired teacher who returns to teaching on or after 1 February 2012 will commence at 
the first point of the incremental salary scale. Incremental credit for service prior to 1 Febru-
ary 2012, qualification allowances and certain job role allowances are also not payable.  These 
measures represents a significant financial disincentive for teachers who retired at the top of 
their salary scale, often with a post of responsibility allowance, to return to teaching.

01/07/2014WRF03650Special Educational Needs Staffing
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01/07/2014WRF03700179. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a 
school (details supplied) in Dublin 5 will be retaining its special needs assistant for the incom-
ing school year. [28251/14]

01/07/2014WRF03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support 
for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for 
SNA support. Where children have significant care needs whereby they may need additional 
support to be able to attend school, the NCSE may make an allocation of SNA support to the 
school to assist that child.

The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The criteria 
by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.  
The deployment of SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/Board of 
Management. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care 
support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been al-
located. It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual 
need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

The NCSE have announced that in September there will be over 10,900 Special Needs As-
sistant (SNA) posts in schools to support students with special needs for the 2014/2015 school 
year.  The exact numbers of SNAs will become clear when enrolments of students in main-
stream schools are finalised in September.  A school by school breakdown of SNA allocations 
for 2014/15 school year is available at www.ncse.ie.  All schools have the names and contact 
details of their local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their 
child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

01/07/2014WRF03850Schools Data

01/07/2014WRF03900180. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the names, ad-
dresses, e-mail addresses, telephone numbers and roll numbers of all new primary schools 
given recognition since 2007; the names of the schools in this category that were accepted into 
the DEIS 1 urban programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28260/14]

01/07/2014WRF04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I attach a spreadsheet con-
taining a list of all Primary schools given recognition by my Department since 2007.  This list 
contains the address and roll number of each school. Two of these schools were designated 
as DEIS Band 1 schools. Regarding the phone numbers and email addresses of these schools, 
these details are available on my Department’s website under the Find A School search facility.  

Date of recognition School Name Address Roll Number
w.e.f. 01/09/2007 Scoil Choilm National 

School
Institute of Horology 
Site, Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15 

20241K

Esker, Educate Together 
National School, 

Adamstown Castle, Ad-
amstown, Co Dublin

20274C

GS Chionn tSáile Cappagh, Co. Cork 20265B
Adamstown Castle Edu-
cate Together National 
School

Adamstown, Co Dublin 20268H
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Date of recognition School Name Address Roll Number
St. John the Evangelist 
NS

Adamstown, Co. Dublin 20194E

St. John the Apostle NS Knocknacarra, Galway 20108I
GS na bhFilí Gort Inse Guaire, Gail-

imhe 
20264W

GS Chluainín Cluainín Úí Ruairc, 
Leitrim 

20260O

St. Francis NS C/O Parish Centre, 
Sandy Lane, Blackrock, 
Dundalk, Co. Louth 

20259G

GS an Bhradáin Feasa Mill Street, Mornington, 
Meath 

20258E 

Scoil Bhríde Primary 
School

Edenderry, Co. Offaly 20267F

Newtown Junior School Waterford City 20261Q
Scoil na Naomh Uilig Newbridge, Co. Kildare 20271T
Scoil Naomh Padraig Hazelhatch Road, Cel-

bridge, Co. Kildare 
20257C

Bracken Educate To-
gether NS

Castlelands, Balbriggfan, 
Co. Dublin 

20282B

St Michael’s Special 
National School 

Foxfield, Briarfield Vil-
las, Kilbarrack, Dublin 5

20279M

w.e.f. 1/09/2008 Greystones Educate 
Together 

Greystones, Co Wicklow 20300A

Gaelscoil na Clocha 
Liatha

Greystones, Co Wicklow 20301C

Carrigaline Educate 
Together NS

Carrigaline, Co Cork 20310D 

Raheen Wood Steiner 
School

Tuamgraney, Co Clare 20312H 

Mol an Óige Ennistymon, Co. Clare 20313J 
Carlow Town Educate 
Together National School

c/o Unit 5, Shamrock 
Business Park, Grai-
guecullen, Carlow 

20295K 

Lucan East Educate 
Together

Clonburris, Lucan, Co. 
Dublin 

20303G 

Tígh Nan Dooley Child 
Education and Develop-
ment Centre

An Cheathrú, Co na 
Gaillimhe 

20329B 

St. Teresa’s Special 
School

c/o Ballinasloe Enter-
prise, Creagh Road, Bal-
linasloe Co Galway 

20328W 

St Oliver’s Child Educa-
tion and Development 
Centre 

The Glebe, Co Galway 20330J

Kilcolgan Educate To-
gether National School

Stradbally East, Kilcol-
gan, Co Galway 

20326S 

Gaelscoil Éadan Doire Club Sacair Bhaile Éa-
dain Doire, Éadan Doire, 
Co Uíbh Fháilí

20332N 

North Drogheda Educate 
Together National School

C/O Aston Village, 
Termonfeckin Road, 
Drogheda, Co. Louth 

20294I 
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Date of recognition School Name Address Roll Number
Wexford Town Educate 
Together National School

Whitemill, Clonard, Co. 
Wexford

20333P 

Maynooth Educate To-
gether National School

Railpark, Celbridge 
Road, Maynooth, Co 
Kildare

20292E 

Skerries Educate To-
gether National School

Kelly’s Bay, Skerries, 
Co. Dublin  

20307O 

Thornleigh Avenue Edu-
cate Together National 
School

Thornleigh Green, 
Applewood Village, 
Swords, Co. Dublin

20302E

Gaelscoil Ros Eo (Rush) St Maur’s GAA, Rush, 
Co. Dublin C/O An Foras 
Patrunachta na Scoile-
anna Lan-ghaeilge 

20334R 

Belmayne Educate To-
gether NS

Belmayne North, Dublin 
13 

20308Q 

St Francis of Assisi Na-
tional School

Belmayne North, Dublin 
13

20304I 

Scoil Phadraig Naofa Foxwood, Mounthovel, 
Rochestown, Co Cork

20335T 

Midleton Educate To-
gether National School

Midleton, Co. Cork 20336V 

Scoil Gráinne Commu-
nity NS

Phibblestown, Dublin 15 20247W 

Gaelscoil Lorgan Castleblaney, Co 
Monaghan 

20327U  

w.e.f. 01/09/2010 The Red Door Monkstown, Co Dublin 20381D
Cork CABAS School Boreenmanna Road, 

Cork 
20331L 

Portlaoise Educate To-
gether NS

Railway Street, Portlao-
ise, Co Laois

20347D

Naas Community Na-
tional School

c/o CEO, County Kildare 
VEC, Aras Chill Dara, 
Devoy Park, Naas, Co. 
Kildare

20351R

Scoil Oilibhéar Naofa Ballymakenny Road, 
Drogheda, Co. Louth

20349H 

Ard Rí Community Na-
tional School

c/o Navan Rugby Club, 
Navan, Co Meath  

20352T

Holywell Educate To-
gether NS

Holywell Road, Nev-
instown, Swords, Co 
Dublin

20348F

Scoil Chormaic c/o Ardgillan Community 
College, Castlelands, 
Balbriggan, Co Dublin

20269J

Merlin Woods Primary 
School

Doughiska Road, Dough-
iska, Galway

20350P

Ábalta Special School 6 Cuan Glas, Bishop 
O’Donnell Road, Galway 
City

20371A 

Abacas Drogheda, Co. Louth 20374G
Abacas Kilbarrack, Dublin 9 20375I
Abacas Kilnamanagh, Dublin 24. 20378O
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Date of recognition School Name Address Roll Number
Stepping Stones Kilcloon, Co. Meath 20379Q
Jonah Project Kilkenny 20380B
Saplings Carlow 20370V
Saplings Rathfarnham 20372C
Saplings Mullingar, Co. West-

meath 
20373E

Saplings Kill, Co. Kildare 20376K
Saplings Goresbridge, Co. 

Kilkenny 
20377M

w.e.f. 01/09/2011 Gaelscoil na Mí Ashbourne, Co. Meath 20382F 
Powerstown Educate To-
gether National School

Powerstown Road, Mul-
huddart, Dublin 15

20384J

Blanchardstown West 
Educate Together Na-
tional School

Littlepace, Castaheany, 
Dublin 15

20383H

Ballydowd High Support 
Special School

Ballyowen, Palmer-
stown, Dublin 20

20390E

w.e.f. 01/09/2012 Ashbourne Educate 
Together National School

Ashbourne Co. Meath 20396Q 

Kildare Town Educate 
Together NS

Co. Kildare 20403K 

Ballinteer Educate 
Together National School

Ballinteer, Dublin 16  20400E

Stepaside Educate 
Together National School

De La Salle Palmerstown 
FC, Kirwin Park, Gle-
namuck Road, Kiltier-
nan, Dublin 18

20401G

City West Community 
National School

City West, Co Dublin 20398U 

City West Educate 
Together

City West, Co Dublin 20402I

Gaelscoil an Chuilinn Mulhuddart, Dublin 15 20394M
w.e.f. 01/09/2013 Douglas/Rochestown 

Educate Together School
c/o Douglas Hall AFC, 
Moneygourney, County 
Cork  

20413N

Firhouse Educate 
Together School

c/o Tymon Bawn Com-
munity Centre, Firhouse 
Road, Tallaght, Dublin 
24 

20411J 

Gaelscoil Teach Giuise, 
Oldbawn

In temporary accomoda-
tion @ Firhouse Commu-
nity Leisure Club, Bal-
lycullen Drive, Firhouse 

20412L

Scoil Oscar Tor an Ri Walk, Bal-
gaddy Road, Lucan, Co. 
Dublin 

20426W

Gaelscoil Shliabh Rua Stepaside, Ballyogan 
Road, Stepaside, Dublin 
18  

20425U

Portobello Educate 
Together National School 

16 Harcourt Terrace, 
Dublin 2

20430N

Gaelscoil Mhic Aodha Towerview, Kildare 
Town, Co. Kildare 

20428D 
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Date of recognition School Name Address Roll Number
w.e.f. 01/09/2014 Trim Educate Together 

National School
Trim, Co. Meath 20444B

Tramore Educate To-
gether National School

Tramore, Co Waterford 20446F 

Malahide/Portmarnock 
Educate Together School

c/o Holywell Educate To-
gether School, Swords, 
Co. Dublin 

20445D

Tallaght West Commu-
nity National School

Tallaght, Dublin 24 20422O

Mallow Community 
National School

Mallow, Co. Cork 20440Q

Knocknacarra Educate 
Together School

Knocknacarra, Co. 
Galway 

20410H

Shellybanks Educate 
Together National School

Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 20441S

01/07/201401/07/2014WRG00150Disadvantaged Status

01/07/2014WRG00200181. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the latest date on 
which primary schools were granted DEIS urban band 1 status; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [28261/14]

01/07/2014WRG00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The latest date which a school 
was granted DEIS Urban Band 1 status was 1st September 2009.

01/07/2014WRG00350Schools Administration

01/07/2014WRG00400182. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he considers it ap-
propriate for schools to send home in children’s school bags political letters confirming news of 
works to be carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28353/14]

01/07/2014WRG00500183. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is appropriate 
for school principals to provide to pupils letters or communications from public representa-
tives to bring home to their parents or guardians; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28358/14]

01/07/2014WRG00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 182 and 183 together.

The Deputy will be aware that in accordance with the provisions of the Education Act 
1998, the Board of Management is the body charged with the direct governance of a school.  
Therefore, it is a matter for each individual school to determine its own policy in relation to the 
literature or information that is sent home with its pupils.  However, in my view it is not ap-
propriate for any school to distribute letters from, or on behalf of, public representatives to the 
school community.  Where a parent has a concern in relation to any material being circulated by 
a school, the matter should be raised with the relevant school authority. 

01/07/2014WRG00650Schools Building Projects Administration

01/07/2014WRG00700184. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the dates on which 
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the building works at a school (details supplied) have been in the five different stages of his 
Department’s school design and building process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28367/14]

01/07/2014WRG00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers appointed a Design Team in December 2006.  Stage 2a (preliminary design) was 
approved in March 2011, and Stage 2b (detailed design/tender documents) was approved in 
June 2013.  Contracts have recently been signed and it is anticipated that construction will com-
mence within the next two weeks.

01/07/2014WRG00850Third Level Staff

01/07/2014WRG00900185. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
promotion within the university sector for academic staff and the limitations that apply regard-
ing these promotions in view of the funding issue in the sector.  [28372/14]

01/07/2014WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The economic circumstances 
of the country are such that the staffing moratorium introduced across the public sector by the 
previous Government in 2009 has to be maintained. In contrast to other parts of the public ser-
vice the higher education sector has been given significant latitude within this moratorium rela-
tive to other areas of public expenditure.  An Employment Control Framework is in place for 
the higher education sector which provides institutions with considerable flexibility to fill va-
cancies, through recruitment or promotions on the basis of meeting an overall ceiling of posts.

01/07/2014WRG01050Special Educational Needs Staffing

01/07/2014WRG01100186. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the Na-
tional Council for Special Education has yet to release its allocations for special needs assistants 
for 2014-2015.  [28374/14]

01/07/2014WRG01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The NCSE announced the al-
locations of SNAs to schools on 25th June.  It was also announced that in September there will 
be over 10,900 Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts in schools to support students with special 
needs for the 2014/2015 school year.  The exact numbers of SNAs will become clear when 
enrolments of students in mainstream schools are finalised in September.  A school by school 
breakdown of SNA allocations for 2014/15 school year is available at www.ncse.ie.

01/07/2014WRG01250School Accommodation

01/07/2014WRG01300187. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider fund-
ing a proposal to provide alternative temporary accommodation for a school (details supplied) 
in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28376/14]

01/07/2014WRG01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The longer term options in 
respect of the provision of improved accommodation for the school to which the Deputy refers 
are currently being considered in the context of other school developments in the area and the 
reorganisation of existing accommodation.  In that context, my Department is currently liaising 
with Cork Education and Training Board with a view to identifying an accommodation solu-
tion for the school.  The school has recently submitted an updated report to my Department on 
their current school accommodation and my officials will be in further contact with the school 
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authorities directly in that regard.

01/07/2014WRG01450Sale of School Property

01/07/2014WRG01500188. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
school patrons that sold land or school buildings during each of the past ten years; the details of 
the sale; and the amount of money that was received by his Department as a result. [28379/14]

01/07/2014WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not hold 
details of all patron owned lands or school buildings sold during the past ten years.  Where a 
school patron owns land not associated with the running of schools, the disposal of such land is a 
private matter for the patron.  Where significant funds from my Department have been invested 
in developing a school building on a patron-owned site and where a charging lease has been put 
in place to protect the State’s interest, such property cannot be sold during the term of the lease 
without the consent of my Department being obtained to have this interest released.  With re-
gard to these properties over which a charging lease was in place and where a request to release 
the Minister’s interest was received, details in relation to such properties are held on individual 
files.  Therefore the scope of the Deputy’s request is such that the information requested is not 
readily available.  To identify, retrieve and examine individual files would involve significant 
manual processes to the extent that it would cause a substantial and unreasonable disruption of 
the work of the Department. However, where information is available in electronic format such 
that it can be collated, the details will be compiled and forwarded to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRG01650School Transport Eligibility

01/07/2014WRG01700189. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding school transport in respect of a child (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28401/14]

01/07/2014WRG01800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Schemes is, having regard to available re-
sources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.  Children are eligible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres 
from and are attending their nearest education centre as determined by the Department/Bus 
Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.  While it is the prerogative of parents to send 
their children to the school of their choice, eligibility for school transport is to the nearest school 
or education centre. In certain areas, families who choose to send their children to schools other 
than their nearest diminish the chance of a service being established to their nearest school.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only subject to a number of terms and conditions including the availability of spare 
seats on an existing service and payment of the annual charge.  This charge, which may be paid 
in two instalments in July and December, is a contribution towards the overall cost and does 
not reflect the true cost of providing these services.  Only children who are eligible for school 
transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS Scheme) are exempt from paying the annual 
charge.  The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

01/07/2014WRG01850School Transport Eligibility
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01/07/2014WRG01900190. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the situation in respect of a post-primary school transport scheme (details sup-
plied) in County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28413/14]

01/07/2014WRG02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Schemes is, having regard to available re-
sources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.  The Deputy will be aware that from the commencement of the 2012/13 school 
year, school transport eligibility for post primary pupils is being determined by reference to the 
distance they reside from their nearest post-primary education centre having regard to ethos and 
language.

Pupils who were eligible for school transport prior to the introduction of the above change 
will retain their transport eligibility for the duration of their post primary education cycle pro-
vided there is no change to their current circumstances.  Siblings of these pupils and other pu-
pils, who are not eligible for school transport, may apply for transport on a concessionary basis 
only in accordance with the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme.  Only children 
who are eligible for school transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS Scheme) are ex-
empt from paying the annual charge.  The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied 
equitably on a national basis.

01/07/2014WRG02050Special Educational Needs Service Provision

01/07/2014WRG02100191. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the exact way 
in which the National Council for Special Education will consult with stakeholders on its new 
proposals regarding the allocation of resources to schools in respect of children with special 
needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28420/14]

01/07/2014WRG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn):  I wish to advise the Deputy 
that The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) published its Report on a Proposed 
New Model for Allocating Teachers for Students with Special Educational Needs on Wednes-
day 18th June 2014.  This report is available at www.ncse.ie  Section 2 and Appendix 3 of this 
report both contain comprehensive details of the wide ranging consultation process which the 
NCSE engaged in, in developing its policy advice.  The NCSE consulted with key education 
partners in order to assist the working group in developing its proposal for a new model for 
allocating additional teaching supports to schools.  These stakeholders included parents, teach-
ers, principals, health professionals, school management bodies, Department of Education and 
Skills staff (National Educational Psychological Service staff, Inspectors), special educational 
needs organisers (SENOs), advocacy groups, and teacher union officials.  The NCSE has also 
established a national Consultative Forum in order to consult directly with stakeholders on any 
matters related to carrying out its functions or in developing its policy advice.

I have now asked my Department to consider the recommendations contained in the report 
of the NCSE working group on a new resource allocation model and to examine what impact 
this proposal would have in practice on the allocation of Special Needs teachers to schools.  In 
considering the NCSE proposals, my Department will also consult with all stakeholder groups, 
including parents, to hear their views on the proposals.  The details of how this consultation will 
be managed have yet to be decided within my Department.

01/07/2014WRG02250School Enrolments



Questions - Written Answers

178

01/07/2014WRG02300192. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will reverse 
the 2012 decision to raise enrolment thresholds for two, three and four-teacher schools in view 
of the damage that has been caused to schools in rural communities; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [28471/14]

01/07/2014WRG02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have made clear on a num-
ber of occasions that the final phase of the Budget 2012 measure in relation to small schools 
will not be suspended.  My Department has expanded the existing appeals process so that it is 
accessible to the schools that are affected by the budget measure.  In this regard small schools 
will not lose their classroom post if they are projecting sustainable increased enrolments in 
September 2014 that would be sufficient to allow them to retain their existing classroom posts 
over the longer term.  36 small schools that were due to lose a classroom post in September are 
provisionally retaining it on the basis of their appeal.  The final position will be known in the 
Autumn when 30 September 2014 actual enrolments are confirmed.

The Government recognises that small schools are an important part of the social fabric 
of rural communities.  They will continue to be a feature of our education landscape.  In these 
extremely challenging times, all public servants are being asked to deliver our public services 
on a reduced level of resources and teachers in small schools cannot be immune from this re-
quirement.  How best to sustain provision for widely dispersed and small local communities 
does present as a particular challenge, especially in any locality where enrolment is declining to 
single figures.  I am mindful of the concerns of smaller schools and rural schools.  Our overall 
primary school enrolment has been growing rapidly in recent years and this is going to con-
tinue.  In managing the resource consequences of this, it is important that decisions on school 
provision and organisation are based on a rigorous evaluation of requirements and needs, not 
just at a local level but also at both regional and national levels.

Our current configuration of small primary schools has been examined by the Department 
in a value for money (VFM) review.  This review took account of the ethos of schools and the 
locations of small schools relative to other schools of a similar type.  I am currently considering 
this review in consultation with my Government colleagues and I intend to publish the report 
on completion of this consideration process.

01/07/2014WRG02450School Closures

01/07/2014WRG02500193. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number and loca-
tions of schools which have closed in each of the years between 2004 and 2013 in tabular form. 
[28503/14]

01/07/2014WRG02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that there were 47 primary school closures and 21 post-primary closures between 2004 and 
2013.  Details are outlined in the following table for the Deputy’s information.

 Post-Primary School Closures 2004 to 2014

County Location - Year
Limerick Ard Scoil Mhuire, Bruff 64020P 2012
Galway Scoil Áine, Kylemore 

Abbey
63060W 2010

Dublin Belcamp College, Mala-
hide Road

60280V 2009
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County Location - Year
Sligo Gurteen Vocational 

School, Gurteen, Bal-
lymote

72340G 2009

Dublin 14 Dundrum College, Dun-
drum

70060N 2008

Dublin 4 St Mary’s Haddington 
Road, Dublin 4

60780S 2007

Dublin Presentation Brothers, 
Glasthule

60200U 2007

Dublin St John of God Second-
ary School, Artane

60881B 2007

Dublin Greendale Community 
School, Kilbarrack

91341P 2007

Dublin Meanscoil Naomh Colm, 
Crumlin

60492N 2006

Cork St Finbarr’s Seminary, 
Farranferris

62600A 2006

Limerick Edmund Rice College, 
Shelbourne, Limerick

64320E 2005

Meath Ability Secondary 
School, Navan

65640E 2005

Galway St Michael’s Vocational 
School, Ballinasloe

71260D 2005

Wicklow Our Lady’s School, Rath-
new

61840P 2005

Limerick St Mary’s Secondary 
School, Drumcollogher

64060E 2005

Kilkenny St Brigid’s Secondary 
School, Goresbridge

61540D 2005

Dublin Pembroke School, Pem-
broke Road

60900C 2005

Kerry Mean Scoil Leith Tri-
uigh, Cloghane

61280D 2005

Dublin Presentation Secondary 
School, Terenure

60830H 2004

Tipperary Cappawhite Vocational 
School

72390V 2004

Primary School Closures 2004 to 2014

County Location - Year
Cork Scoil Naomh 

Therese NS, Bishop-
stown, Cork

19588S 2013

Clare Baltard NS, Kilrush 15968I 2013
Cork Inchiclough NS, 

Bantry
07101R 2013

Mayo An Ghleanna Mhoir 
NS Crossmolina

14195U 2013

Galway Corgary NS, Bal-
linasloe

15228O 2013
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County Location - Year
Monaghan Rath na NÓg High 

Support Unit, 
Monaghan

20135I 2013

Roscommon Mantua N.S., 
Castlerea

02327S 2012

Kerry Dromerin NS, 
Listowel

10531N 2012

Leitrim Rossan N.S., 
Carrigallen

17558W 2012

Mayo Rathkell NS, 
Castlehill, Ballina

15705W 2012

Kildare Creag Aran High 
Support School, 
Athgarrett, Naas

20034F 2012

Longford Ballycloghan  N.S., 
Carrickboy

17724N 2012

Wexford Killegney N.S., 
Clonroche

15883A 2012

Leitrim Drumnamore N.S., 
Carrick on Shannon

17132L 2012

Mayo Coogue NS, Agham-
ore

16952V 2011

Galway St Ciaran’s NS 
Ballinasloe

18211M 2011

Dublin 1 St Francis Clinic 
Special School, 
Temple Street 
Hospital 

19217G 2011

Kerry Clonkeen N.S 
Killarney

18440E 2011

Sligo SN Mhuire Gan 
Smal NS,Gurteen

18711J 2010

Cavan Arva C of I  N.S., 
Arva

11590L 2010

Cork Rathduane NS, 
Rathmore Mallow

09385V 2010

Limerick Ballyorgan NS, 
Kilfinane 

17293M 2010

Mayo SN  Deirble, Beal 
Dearg NS, Ballina

11582M 2009

Limerick Feale View NS, 
Abbeyfeale

14516O 2009

Roscommon Enfield NS, Castle-
plunkett, Castlerea

14197B 2009

Mayo SN Roscach NS, 
Doocastle

18595K 2009
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County Location - Year
Cork Foilagohig NS, 

Ballydesmond
18278V 2009

Monaghan Fortview NS, Clones 15300T 2009
Cork Aghina NS, 

Macroom
16253S 2009

Cork Bealad NS, 
Rossmore

17888U 2009

Galway Scoil Naomh Bride 
NS, Muighros, Carna

18263I 2008

Mayo Ratheskin NS, 
Kincon

13866N 2007

Dublin 8 St Michael’s CBNS, 
Inchicore

16799Q 2007

Offaly SN Oilibéar 
Pluingcéad NS, 
Shannonbridge

17187N 2007

Dublin 11 De la Salle BNS, 
Finglas East, Dublin 
11 

18104L 2007

Longford Naomh Mhuire BNS, 
Lanesboro

18306A 2007

Cork SN Baile Guairne 
NS, Cloyne

01132V 2007

Cork South Presenta-
tion Girls and In-
fant Boys National 
School, Cork City 

06153I 2006

Cork Scoil Neasain CBN-
SCork City

16996S 2006

Dublin 11 St Mary’s Hospital 
School, Cappagh

16624E 2006

Galway SN an Chnoic NS, 
Lettermallen

15518A 2006

Cork SN Breac Maigh NS, 
Castlelyons 

03993O 2006

Mayo SN Srath na 
Manrach NS, 
Ballycroy

18588N 2005

Roscommon Carniska NS, 
Strokestown

17545N 2005

Dublin 1 St Columba’s 
Special School, 
Great Strand Street, 
Dublin 1

19602J 2005

Cork St David’s Special 
School,Glanmire

20069B 2005
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County Location - Year
Cork Behagh NS, 

Dunmanway
14059M 2004

01/07/2014WRG02650School Enrolments

01/07/2014WRG02700194. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
small schools nationwide affected by the increased enrolment thresholds for two, three and 
four-teacher schools; the financial benefit resulting from these changes; the maximum pupil-
teacher ratio for small schools; if he will offer to reverse the decision to raise these thresholds; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28534/14]

01/07/2014WRG02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have made clear on a num-
ber of occasions that the final phase of the Budget 2012 measure in relation to small schools 
will not be suspended.  All public servants are being asked to do more with less and the teach-
ers in small schools cannot be exempt from this requirement.  The Budget 2012 measure puts 
the staffing arrangements for small schools on a more sustainable and affordable basis.  The 
relevant pupil thresholds for all schools, including small schools, are published in the Staffing 
Schedule which is available on the Department’s website.

My Department has expanded the existing appeals process so that it is accessible to the 
small schools that are affected by the budget measure.  In this regard small schools will not lose 
their classroom post if they are projecting sustainable increased enrolments in September 2014 
that would be sufficient to allow them to retain their existing classroom posts over the longer 
term.

30 small schools were due to lose a classroom post in September 2014 as a result of the final 
phase of the budget measure.  2 of these schools are closing, 1 is amalgamating and following 
the appeals process the number is now reduced to 12 schools.  Additionally, there are 48 small 
schools with a reduction in enrolments which means they are due to lose a teacher in September, 
2014.  These losses would not have occurred if the pre-budget 2012 enrolment thresholds still 
applied.  Following the appeals process this figure of 48 is reduced to 27 schools losing a post.  
There are also 6 primary schools that were due to not gain a classroom post for the 2014/15 
school year as a consequence of the implementation of the final phase of the Budget 2012 mea-
sure.  Following the appeals process, this figure is now reduced to 2 schools.

The final position in relation to staffing will be known in the Autumn when 30 September 
2014 actual enrolments are confirmed.  The level of savings that are expected to arise for the 
2014/15 school year as a result of the Budget 2012 measure will be clearer in the Autumn but 
at this stage are expected to be in excess of €3 million.

01/07/2014WRG02850Commercial Rates Valuation Process

01/07/2014WRG02900195. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
that, in the interests of fairness, a rated occupier-owner should be entitled to seek a review of 
the rateable valuation of a property if at any time the value of the property changes because 
landlords need to let and tenants want to rent; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28172/14]

01/07/2014WRG03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is important 
to acknowledge that commercial rates, as a source of revenue, and the rating system gener-
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ally, are deeply embedded in the local government system.  Rates income is a very important 
contribution to the cost of services provided by local authorities such as roads, public lighting, 
development control, parks and open spaces.  All rates collected within a local authority area 
are spent exclusively in delivering the public services which are required locally to create the 
environment in which businesses can prosper.  Locally elected members adopt the annual rate 
on valuation (ARV) they consider necessary in order to provide the required services.  Rates 
are a stable source of financing for local government which is not affected unduly by short-
term changes in economic circumstances.  A system having regard to economic factors such 
as fluctuations in supply and demand, inherent in the property letting market on an ongoing 
basis would create uncertainty by providing for continuous change to the valuation base. Such 
a system would not provide a stable basis for funding local government and would require sig-
nificant additional resources to operate.

The levying of rates on commercial property by reference to movements in the letting mar-
ket rather than valuation would be a significant change and a departure from the long-standing 
practice of levying rates by reference to property values.  The introduction of such a system for 
rating purposes would not be suitable because supply and demand in the property market can 
vary significantly from year to year and within and between the various business sectors which 
would lead to an unstable and volatile valuation base.  Therefore, I have no plans to change 
the method by which valuations are assessed for rating as such a radical move would represent 
a significant  departure from the long-standing practice of levying rates solely by reference to 
property values.

The Valuation Act, 2001 provides for two key elements in the provision and maintenance of 
the valuation lists for rating - revision and revaluation.  The revision process provides for the 
updating of valuation lists so that new properties can  be valued and added to the list, improved 
and extended properties can have their valuations updated and properties that have been demol-
ished in whole or in part can have their valuations amended or struck out as appropriate.

Under the current provisions of the Act, an owner/occupier of an individual business prem-
ises who has concerns about the valuation of their property or any part thereof, including its 
rateability or the method of calculation may, on payment of a statutory fee of €250, apply to the 
Valuation Office for a revision of the valuation.  A Revision Officer is then appointed, who may 
carry out a revision of valuation in relation to a particular property only if a material change 
of circumstances (MCC) has occurred since the property was last revised.  MCC is defined in 
section 3 of the Act as a change of circumstances, which consist of a new building, a change in 
value due to structural alterations of an existing building, total or partial demolition of a build-
ing or a sub-division or amalgamation of relevant property.  The definition, however, does not 
allow for a revision of valuation where the change in value is due to economic factors, differen-
tial movements in property values or other external factors such as road or other infrastructural 
development in the vicinity of a property.

The revaluation provisions in the Act provide for the revaluation of all rateable property 
within a rating authority area so as to reflect changes in value due to economic factors, differen-
tial movements in property values or other external factors such as road or other infrastructural 
development in the vicinity of a property.  The purpose of revaluation is to bring more equity, 
fairness and transparency into the local authority rating system - distributing the commercial 
rates liability more equitably between ratepayers.  Following revaluation, there will generally 
be a much closer and uniform relationship between rental values of property and their commer-
cial rates liability.  In essence, the exercise aims to ensure that each ratepayer bears a fair share 
of the rates burden relative to the value of the property that they occupy. It is not the purpose 
of revaluation to increase the total amount of rates collected by local authorities.  In fact, the 
relevant legislation (Valuation Act, 2001 and the Local Government Business (Improvements 
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Districts) Act, 2006 provides that the commercial rates income of local authorities in the year 
following revaluation is capped.

The Valuation Office is currently engaged in a national revaluation programme, the im-
mediate objective of which is to ensure that the first revaluation of all rating authority areas is 
conducted as soon as possible.  The revaluation programme began in November, 2005 in the 
South Dublin County Council area and has since been rolled out to Fingal and Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council areas and more recently to the Dublin City and Waterford City and 
County Council areas.  The revaluation of South Dublin was completed in December, 2007; 
Fingal was completed in 2009; Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown was completed in 2010 and Dublin 
City and Waterford City and County were completed in December, 2013.  The revaluation of 
Limerick City and County area is currently underway.  While the Commissioner is exploring a 
number of initiatives to accelerate the programme, he cannot at present give a date for the com-
mencement of the revaluation of all commercial properties in County Kerry or in other rating 
authority areas

01/07/2014WRG03050Public Procurement Contracts

01/07/2014WRG03100196. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there are currently any requirements placed on companies which tender for public contracts to 
demonstrate that they comply with employment law in respect of the rights and entitlements 
of their employees; if there is any specific requirement placed on companies which have been 
found to be in breach of employment law and which subsequently tender for public contracts; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27867/14]

01/07/2014WRG03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In relation to 
the general issue of employment law and its enforcement, these are matters for my colleague 
Mr. Richard Bruton, T. D. Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and the National Em-
ployment Rights Authority (NERA) respectively.

Public procurement procedures require applicants to meet certain standards when applying 
for public contracts.  The criteria upon which contracting authorities may exclude applicants 
from the award procedure of public contracts are set out in Regulation 53 of SI 329 of 2006 
European Communities (Award of Public Contracts) Regulations 2006 and Article 45 and Re-
citals (34) and (43) of 2004/18/EC, the EU Directive on the co-ordination of procedures for the 
award of public works contracts, public supply contracts and public service contracts.  Before 
an applicant, in relation to certain breaches is excluded, the applicant may make a case and 
provide supporting evidence as to why it should not be excluded.  The contracting authority 
must consider this evidence before deciding whether to exclude or include an applicant.  In 
qualifying for inclusion in tender competitions for public contracts, applicants must submit 
signed declarations stating that none of the circumstances outlined in Regulation 53 of SI 329 
or Article 45 of 2004/18/EC apply.

01/07/2014WRG03250Public Procurement Contracts

01/07/2014WRG03300197. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
company (details supplied) has been successful in securing a public contract since the company 
was inspected by the National Employment Rights Authority, NERA; if so, whether any specif-
ic conditions have been put in place to ensure that the company is compliant with employment 
law; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27868/14]
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01/07/2014WRG03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In relation to 
the general issue of employment law and its enforcement, these are matters for my colleague 
Mr. Richard Bruton, T. D. Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and the National Em-
ployment Rights Authority (NERA) respectively.

The information sought by the Deputy is not recorded centrally in the Department of Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform for public contracts.  Contracting authorities are currently only 
obliged to publish contract award notices on the eTenders website www.etenders.ie and the 
Official Journal of the EU (OJEU) for those contracts whose values exceed the EU thresholds.  
The current EU threshold for works contracts is €5.186 million; for supplies and service con-
tracts awarded by Government Departments the threshold is €134,000 and for the remainder 
of public bodies the threshold is €207,000. The threshold for supplies and service contracts of 
entities operating in utility sectors (water, energy, transport and postal) is €414,000.

The Office of Government Procurement who administers the eTenders website has advised 
that since January 2012 that the company, which is the subject of the Deputy’s question, has 
not been awarded an above threshold contract.  The management of a public works contract is 
a matter between a contracting authority and a main contractor.  It is the responsibility of each 
contracting authority to ensure that contractors comply with all the requirements of the contract.  
If the Deputy is aware of any non-compliance he should contact the relevant contracting author-
ity directly.

01/07/2014WRG03450Departmental Funding

01/07/2014WRG03500198. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide funding for a facility (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27962/14]

01/07/2014WRG03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am advised 
by the Commissioners of Public Works that, following completion of urgent stabilisation and 
conservation works to the buildings in the historic village, including Tomás Ó Criomhthain’s 
house, further works may be considered in the light of available resources.  Temporary accom-
modation has been provided on the Island for staff for the 2014 season.

01/07/2014WRG03650Construction Contracts

01/07/2014WRG03700199. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the po-
sition regarding the development of the code of practice under the provisions of the Construc-
tion Contracts Act; and when the code of practice will be completed.  [27972/14]

01/07/2014WRG03800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Construc-
tion Contracts Bill passed all stages of the Houses of the Oireachtas in July 2013 and was signed 
into law on the 29 July 2013.  Section 9 of the Act requires the publication of a code of practice 
governing the conduct of adjudication.  Engagement with key stakeholders on the code culmi-
nated with the issue of the final draft to stakeholders in March.

Subsection (3) and (4) of Section 6 and Section 8 of the Act requires the establishment of 
a panel of adjudicators.  In the event that parties to a payment dispute cannot agree to the ap-
pointment of an adjudicator, the chair of the panel will appoint one for them.  Officials in my 
department are working on the details of the structure for the panel, its set up and operation and 
this will shortly be circulated to stakeholders for consultation.  Once this process is concluded, 
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applications for the panel will be advertised and when the appointment process to the panel is 
complete the Act will be commenced.

  Question No. 200 withdrawn.

01/07/2014WRH00150Equality Proofing of Budgets

01/07/2014WRH00200201. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in 
view of the disproportionate impact economic policies are having on disadvantaged groups, if 
he will consider the introduction of an equality budgeting approach to policy making; and if 
he will ensure that each Department engages in an agreed system of equality proofing prior to 
budget 2015.  [28123/14]

01/07/2014WRH00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): With regard 
to recent Budgets, while the primary objective has been to reduce the deficit and return stability 
to the public finances, it has been of vital importance to the Government to spread the burden 
of adjustments in as fair and as equitable a manner as possible whilst also seeking to minimise 
any negative impact on economic growth.

The Government recognises that expenditure on social supports has an important impact 
on stabilising our domestic economy through supporting the overall demand for goods and 
services.  Over 80% of gross current government expenditure is spent on Health, Education and 
Social Protection supports.  These are areas of high priority for Government, however, given 
the proportion of total expenditure that they make up, it has been necessary that these areas 
are also affected by expenditure reductions as we simply could not have achieved the savings 
required to adhere to our fiscal targets otherwise.

All Ministers are responsible for assessing policy proposals in their areas and considerations 
of equality form an important component of budgetary discussions by Government.  When 
making Government decisions on Budget matters, the Government is very much aware of is-
sues such as gender equality, persons experiencing or at risk of poverty or social exclusion, and 
people with disabilities.

Expenditure measures and policy proposals are now being submitted to my Department as 
part of the second Comprehensive Review of Expenditure.  The final proposals will be carefully 
considered by Government in advance of finalizing the 2015 Estimates and on Budget day, the 
Government will publish illustrative cases showing the effect of major changes in revenue and 
certain social welfare payments.

01/07/2014WRH00350Harbours and Piers Funding

01/07/2014WRH00400202. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 54 of 11 June 2014, the position regarding repair works to 
the landing area at An Blascaod Mór, County Kerry; when he expects the works to be com-
pleted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28330/14]

01/07/2014WRH00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am advised 
by the Commissioners of Public Works that preparation of engineering proposals, a work pro-
gramme and cost estimation is in progress. It is expected that this will be completed in the near 
future in order to facilitate the subsequent execution of repair works, subject to availability of 
the requisite funding.
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01/07/2014WRH00550Leader’s Allowance Issues

01/07/2014WRH00600203. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the annual amount paid to each qualifying party leader and each Independent TD and Senator 
under section 1 of the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices) (Amendment) Act, 
2001 for the period of 1 January 2011 to date; the frequency and number of payments made to 
each qualifying party leader and each Independent TD and Senator under the terms of section 1 
of the aforementioned Act; the formula by which such annual payment amounts are calculated; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28341/14]

01/07/2014WRH00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Parlia-
mentary Activities Allowance is provided for in the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary 
Offices) Act, 1938, as amended, most recently by the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary 
Offices)(Amendment) Act 2014.

The allowance is paid to the parliamentary leader of a “qualifying party”, as defined in the 
legislation underpinning the allowance, in relation to expenses arising from the parliamentary 
activities, including research, of the party. Payments are made in respect of members of the 
party elected to Dáil Éireann and members elected/nominated to Seanad Éireann at the last 
preceding general election, or a subsequent bye-election or, in the case of Seanad Éireann, 
nominated to it after the last preceding general election.  

Under the legislation, the amount of the allowance is calculated based on the number of 
members elected at the time of election in accordance with the following tables.  The Oireachtas 
(Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices)(Amendment) Act 2014 reduces the amount payable by 
10%: 

TDs Rate: September  
2008 to 30 Jun 
2014 €

Rate: From 1 
July 2014

Rates: Septem-
ber  2008 to date
Government 
Parties* €

Rates: From 1 
July 2014
Government 
Parties*  

First 10 mem-
bers

71,520 64,368 47,680 42,912

11 members to 
30

57,214 51,493 38,143 34,329

More than 30 
members 

28,616 25,754 19,077 17,169

Senators Rate: September  2008 to 30 
Jun 2014

Rate from 1 July 2014

First 5 members 46,766 42,089
Over 5 members 23,383 21,045
*The legislation provides that, in the case of a qualifying party forming part of the Govern-

ment, the combined allowances due in respect of TDs of that party are reduced by one third. 

The legislation also provides that payments may be made to a member of Dáil Éireann, who 
at the last preceding general election or at a subsequent bye-election was elected as a member 
other than as a member of a qualifying party. Such qualifying Independent TDs were paid an 
annual rate of €41,152, up to the 30th of June 2014.  This rate is reduced to €37,037 from 1 July 
2014.  A similar provision in the Act provides for an annual payment, amounting to €23,383 up 
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to 30 June 2014, and €21,045 from 1 July 2014, for Independent Senators.  Payments in respect 
of the allowance are made monthly in arrears.  The amounts paid from 1 Jan 2011 to date are 
below:

Senators : 

Ind Sens 2011 2012 2013 2014 (to date) Total
David Norris €23,112.33 €23,382.96 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €81,569.73
Shane Ross €3,618.79 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €3,618.79
Fergal Quinn €23,112.32 €23,382.96 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €81,569.72
Joe O Toole €7,198.92 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €7,198.92
Eoghan 
Harris

€7,198.92 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €7,198.92

Ronan Mullen €23,112.32 €23,382.96 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €81,569.72
John Crown €15,913.40 €18,388.64 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €69,376.48
Sean Barrett €15,913.40 €23,382.96 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €74,370.80
Martin 
McAleese

€3,247.63 €23,382.96 €3,897.16 €0.00 €30,527.75

Fiach Mac 
Conghaill

€14,394.35 €23,382.96 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €72,851.75

Eamon Coghlan €14,394.35 €23,382.96 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €72,851.75
Dr. Katherine 
Zappone

€14,394.35 €23,382.96 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €72,851.75

Mary Ann O 
Brien

€14,394.35 €23,382.96 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €72,851.75

Marie Louise O 
Donnell

€14,394.35 €23,382.96 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €72,851.75

Jillian Van 
Turnhaut

€14,394.35 €23,382.96 €23,382.96 €11,691.48 €72,851.75

 TDs : 

 - 2011 2012 2013 2014 (to date) Total
Catherine Mur-
phy

€34,783.20 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,663.10

Finian McGrath €39,437.30 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €142,317.20
Jackie Healy 
Rae

€4,654.09 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €4,654.09

John Halligan €34,783.20 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,663.10
Luke “Ming” 
Flanagan

€34,783.20 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €16,535.95 €133,623.07

Mattie McGrath €34,783.20 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,663.10
Maureen O Sul-
livan

€39,437.30 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €142,317.20

Michael Healy 
Rae

€34,783.20 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,663.10

Michael Lowry €39,437.30 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €142,317.20
Michael Wal-
lace

€0.00 €75,935.16 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,663.10

Noel Grealish €34,783.20 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,663.10
Shane Ross €34,783.20 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,663.10
Seamus Healy €34,783.20 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,663.10
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 - 2011 2012 2013 2014 (to date) Total
Stephen Don-
nelly

€34,783.20 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,663.10

Thomas Pringle €34,783.20 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,663.10
Tom Fleming €34,293.30 €41,151.96 €41,151.96 €20,575.98 €137,173.20

01/07/2014WRH00750Political Funding

01/07/2014WRH00800204. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the annual amount paid to each qualifying party under the Electoral Acts, excluding section 1 
of the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices) (Amendment) Act 2001 for the period 
1 January 2011 to date; the frequency and number of such payments made to each qualifying 
party; the formula by which such annual payment amounts are calculated; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28342/14]

01/07/2014WRH00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Responsibil-
ity for the Electoral Acts is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government.

Under section 17 of the Electoral Act 1997, as amended by section 50(c) of the Electoral 
(Amendment) Act 2001, provision is made for two payments to be made to qualified political 
parties. 

Section 17(1)(a) of the Electoral Act 1997, as amended, provides for a fixed payment of 
€126,973.81 to be made to each qualified party in each period of 12 months.

Section 17(1)(b) of the Electoral Act 1997, as amended, provides for an annual sum to be 
shared among qualified political parties.  When introduced in 2001, the legislation provided for 
this sum to be shared to amount to €3,809,214 (£3,000,000).  In accordance with the legislation, 
the sum was increased in line with general increases in Civil Service remuneration.

The current sum shared amongst qualified parties amounts to €4,948,201.68, and 
€5,456,096.88 when the fixed amount referred to above is included. 

Payments are calculated on the basis of the share of first preference votes obtained by an 
individual qualified party at the previous general election.  These shares are calculated by the 
Department of Environment, Community and Local Government.  The respective shares fol-
lowing the General Election in 2011 is below:

First Preference Votes in the 2011 General Election

Party First preference votes as a % of total first 
preference votes of qualified parties

Fianna Fáil 21.036%
Fine Gael 43.533%
Labour 23.449%
Sinn Féin 11.983%
Total 100%

  Payments in respect of the Electoral Acts are made quarterly in arrears.  The amounts paid 
from 1 Jan 2011 to 30 June 2014 are below:   
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Payments under Electoral Acts from 1 January to 30 June 2014:

 2011 2012 2013 2014
Fianna Fáil €1,635,707.59 €1,167,856.24 €1,167,856.24 €291,964.06
Fine Gael €1,996,637.88 €2,281,054.64 €2,281,054.64 €570,263.66
Labour Party €1,036,050.21 €1,287,266.72 €1,287,266.72 €321,816.68
Green Party €151,291.76 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00
Sinn Féin €629,275.48 €719,919.28 €719,919.28 €179,979.82
Total €5,448,962.92 €5,456,096.88 €5,456,096.88 €1,364,024.22

01/07/2014WRH00950Flood Relief Schemes Data

01/07/2014WRH01000205. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the position 
regarding the Skibbereen flood relief scheme; the commencement and completion dates; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28347/14]

01/07/2014WRH01100206. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the position 
regarding the Clonakilty flood relief scheme; the commencement and completion dates; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28348/14]

01/07/2014WRH01200207. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the position 
regarding the Bandon flood relief scheme; the commencement and completion dates; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28349/14]

01/07/2014WRH01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 205 to 207, inclusive, together.

I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works in relation to the proposed flood relief 
scheme for Skibbereen the position is that the detailed design of the Scheme is nearing comple-
tion. The first stage of the procurement process for a civil works contractor to undertake the 
works has been commenced by Cork County Council, which is the Contracting Authority for 
the Scheme. Tender documents are likely to be issued to a shortlisted number of contractors in 
early August with a contractor expected to be appointed in late 2014, subject to Confirmation 
of the Scheme i.e. formal approval by my Department as required under the Arterial Drainage 
Acts.

In relation to Clonakilty, consultants appointed by OPW are currently working towards de-
veloping viable options for a flood relief scheme. 

A second Public Consultation will take place on 2 July, 2014 in Clonakilty to provide an 
opportunity for members of the public to give their views on the direction the scheme is tak-
ing. The OPW expects to be in a position to present the preferred option at the statutory Public 
Exhibition of the scheme in the Autumn. 

Following the Public Exhibition, the detailed design of the scheme will commence and once 
this has been completed, procurement of contractors to carry out the works will be initiated. 
Subject to broad acceptance of the scheme proposals by the public and to successful comple-
tion of the tender process, it is hoped that construction will start towards the end of 2015, again 
subject to Confirmation of the Scheme by my Department. 

With regard to Bandon, detailed design of the flood relief scheme is now almost completed. 
The first stage of the procurement process for a civil works contractor was commenced in No-
vember 2013. However, following a legal challenge the OPW terminated the process. The OPW 
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will recommence the pre-qualification process very shortly. 

The effect of having to re-run the process has meant that construction works are now ex-
pected to commence in the first quarter of 2015 rather than the previously anticipated start time 
of September 2014.  However, the delay in starting the works does not affect the completion 
date of the Scheme, which will still be programmed for completion towards the end of 2016. 
The reason for this is that the Scheme requires two summer seasons of channel works due to 
environmental constraints, and the scheme programme provides that works would take place in 
the summers of 2015 and 2016. The commencement of construction will of course, be depen-
dent upon Confirmation of the Scheme.

Construction of each of the schemes is likely to take 18 – 24 months to complete. The OPW 
has provided for the cost of the schemes in its multi-annual budget profiles for the period 2014-
2017.

01/07/2014WRH01375Flood Relief Schemes Funding

01/07/2014WRH01400208. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
make additional emergency funding available to repair-strengthen the embankment at Cromane 
Lower, Killorglin, County Kerry as homes and properties in the area are continuously at risk to 
flooding; if he will take into consideration that the winter is coming and come to the assistance 
of this community, as they cannot any longer afford the cost of protecting their homes and prop-
erties from tidal flooding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28355/14]

01/07/2014WRH01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment decided on 11th February to make  available funding of up to €69.5 million for a pro-
gramme of repair and remediation works to public infrastructure damaged in the storms from 
13 December, 2013 to 6 January, 2014 based on estimates provided by the local authorities 
concerned. The figure of €69.5m included up to €1,226,920 for repair works to damaged coastal 
protection and flood defence infrastructure in County Kerry. 

On foot of a direction from the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (DoECLG), Kerry County Council submitted to the Office of Public Works (OPW) a 
programme of works detailing how it proposes to spend the allocation for repair of coastal 
protection and flood defence infrastructure. The programme included approval of the €30,000 
sought by Kerry County Council for repair works to a coastal embankment at Cromane Lower. 

The OPW reviewed the programme having regard to related guidance issued by the DoECLG 
to the local authorities and  confirmed to the Council on 22 May that the funding allocation of 
up to €1,226,920 is available from this Office for the coastal protection repair works as set out 
in its programme.

I would also mention that the OPW allocated funding of €100,000 to Kerry County Council 
under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protection Scheme in February, 2012 for 
embankment strengthening works at Cromane Lower. The Council has already drawn down 
this funding.

01/07/2014WRH01550Flood Prevention Measures

01/07/2014WRH01600209. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 89 to 91, inclusive, of 3 April 2014, if he will provide 
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a further update on when flood protection works on the River Poddle at Tymon Park will com-
mence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28409/14]

01/07/2014WRH01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am advised 
by the Commissioners of Public Works that South Dublin County Council is taking forward 
proposals for flood mitigation measures on the River Poddle comprising attenuation works in 
Tymon Park which may also involve some downstream defence works. 

The Council is in the process of preparing a brief for the procurement of the design con-
sultant for these works.  Following the appointment of consultants, the Council is to develop a 
comprehensive programme to take a scheme through the planning process and on to construc-
tion. Subject to successful completion of the planning process and the continued availability of 
funding, it is hoped to be in a position to commence construction in the latter part of next year.

The OPW has made provision for the cost of the scheme in its multi-annual budget profiles 
for the period 2014-2017.

01/07/2014WRH01775Flood Relief Schemes Data

01/07/2014WRH01800210. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
since 1 June 2014 if he will list the areas that are covered under the memorandum of under-
standing between the Office of Public Works and insurance companies; if the OPW is monitor-
ing the implementation of its terms; if it has been confirmed that homeowners can now access 
flood insurance in these areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28410/14]

01/07/2014WRH01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am advised 
by the Commissioners of Public Works that on the 24 March this year then Minister Brian 
Hayes announced details of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Office of 
Public Works and Insurance Ireland on the exchange of information on flood defence works.  
This Memorandum of Understanding outlines the principles of agreement between the OPW 
and Insurance Ireland on the information being provided and how it will be used by the insur-
ance industry.  The OPW will provide Insurance Ireland with data on all completed OPW flood 
defence schemes which will show the design, extent and nature of the protections offered by 
these works.  Insurance Ireland members will then take into account all information provided 
by the OPW when assessing exposure to flood risk within these areas, from 1 June 2014 on-
wards.  The provision of cover and level of premiums charged and policy terms applied are a 
matter for individual insurers. 

This is an important step forward for people in areas where flood defences have been pro-
vided by the OPW, as the OPW and Insurance Ireland are now working together to ensure that 
the flood defence works undertaken in recent years are being taken into account by the insur-
ance industry.  There has been a substantial investment of €320 million by the State in all parts 
of the country on flood relief works since 1995, with over 10,500 properties protected and ben-
efits estimated at more than €1 billion in damage and losses avoided.  While the Memorandum 
of Understanding does not provide any guarantee that insurance against flooding will be avail-
able in the relevant areas, I consider it important that the benefits of that investment in flood 
relief are felt by all members of those communities. 

The OPW has to date provided information on 12 completed flood relief schemes in an 
agreed format to Insurance Ireland, and this information is now available to the insurance com-
panies.  It has also been published on the OPW website www.opw.ie.  The 12 Schemes on which 
information has been provided are:
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Clonmel (River Suir) Dublin (River Dodder Tidal)

Dublin (River Tolka)

Dublin Fingal (River Tolka)

Duleek (River Nanny)

Dunmanway (River Bandon)

Ennis (River Fergus Upper) Fermoy (River Blackwater)Kilkenny City (River Nore)

Meath (River Tolka)

Mornington (River Mornington) 

Tullamore (River Tullamore) 

The OPW will continue to transfer data on flood relief schemes to Insurance Ireland as and 
when they are completed.

01/07/2014WRH01950Freedom of Information Legislation

01/07/2014WRH02000211. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to include a schedule within the Freedom of Information Bill 2013 or otherwise identify FOI 
bodies that meet the description in section 32(3)(a)(ii)(I) of that Bill; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [28528/14]

01/07/2014WRH02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is not my 
intention to include a schedule within the Freedom of Information Bill 2013 or to otherwise 
identify bodies encompassed by the provision mentioned by the Deputy. A large number of 
public bodies as defined under FOI legislation could be subject to this provision. Seeking to 
identify such bodies in a schedule to the legislation or otherwise could have the unintended 
consequence of excluding particular public bodies from the scope of the provision which in 
light of the intention of the section would not be consistent with the objective of the FOI Bill.

The Deputy may wish to note that the provision referred to by the Deputy is not new to the 
FOI Bill 2013. It is contained in Section 23(3)(a)(ii)(I) of the Freedom of Information Act 1997 
and is repeated, without amendment, in the current Bill at Section 32 (3)(a)(ii)(I).

In addition, I am informed by the Office of the Information Commissioner that no issues in 
relation to this provision have ever arisen in a review under the FOI Act by that Office.

01/07/2014WRH02150Employment Rights

01/07/2014WRH02200212. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
reason the National Employment Rights Authority inspectorate came to an agreement with a 
company (details supplied) not to pursue arrears of earnings of apprentices who were paid be-
low the legal registered employment agreement rates; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [27864/14]

01/07/2014WRH02300213. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
reason a company (details supplied) was not pursued by the National Employment Rights Au-
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thority on foot of a breach of an agreement to pay apprentices the legal registered employment 
agreement rates in view of the fact that the company in question subsequently registered in 
another jurisdiction to avoid their obligations under this agreement; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [27865/14]

01/07/2014WRH02400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 212 and 213 together.

The National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) carries out inspections of employer 
records with a view to determining compliance with employment rights legislation. NERA aims 
to achieve voluntary compliance with employment law through the provision of education and 
awareness, inspection of employers’ employment records and enforcement where necessary.

Having regard to the provisions of the Data Protection Acts, it is not possible to provide 
information on specific cases.  It should be noted, however, that where there is reason to believe 
that that employees have been paid less than the minimum amount provided by law, NERA 
seeks to recover unpaid wages, as soon as possible, for all employees (both current and former) 
in respect of whom the underpayments have been identified.

The recovery of arrears is an important part of any case and is pursued by means of direct 
engagement with the employer and, where necessary, by the initiation of legal proceedings. In 
the majority of cases employers pay the arrears due without recourse to such action. Prosecu-
tion is, therefore, an important part of enforcement and can be used to deal with employers who 
refuse to comply with the law. Decisions about prosecuting an employer for breaching employ-
ment laws are based on a consistent proportionate and fair assessment of the seriousness of 
the alleged breach.  Mitigating factors such as the level of cooperation received, the previous 
history of breaches, whether an employer has rectified the breaches, whether employees have 
received redress in the form of unpaid wages or other entitlements, are all taken into account in 
arriving at a decision.

Neither NERA, nor its Inspectors has the power or authority to agree a compromise sum in 
respect of unpaid wages due to employees, or to negotiate away any part of an employee’s legal 
entitlements.  Unlike cases prosecuted under the National Minimum Act (or those taken under 
the former Employment Regulation Orders), the legislation at that time governing Registered 
Employment Agreements did not give the District court, on conviction, the power to direct the 
employer to pay arrears in respect of breaches of an REA.

The Industrial Relations (Amendment) Act 2012 introduced amendments to the enforce-
ment provisions relating to breaches of REAs that were contained in the Industrial Relations 
Act 1946. In cases where an employer failed to comply with a Labour Court order, the 2012 
Act provided for the Circuit Court to make an order directing the employer to comply with the 
original Labour Court order, including the obligation to pay any sum due to a worker for remu-
neration in accordance with an REA.

However, in the judgment delivered on 9 May 2013 in the McGowan case, the Supreme 
Court held that Part III of the Industrial Relations Act 1946 was invalid having regard to Ar-
ticle 15.2.1 of the Constitution. The effect of this decision was to invalidate the registration of 
employment agreements previously registered under Part III of the 1946 Act. As a result, REAs 
no longer have any application beyond the subscribing parties and are no longer enforceable in 
law.

01/07/2014WRH02450Registered Employment Agreements
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01/07/2014WRH02500214. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position of registered employment agreements following the Supreme Court ruling last year; 
the specific actions he will take to ensure the rights of the employees in each of the sectors 
covered by registered employment agreements are protected; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [27869/14]

01/07/2014WRH02600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the judg-
ment delivered on 9 May 2013 in the McGowan case, the Supreme Court held that Part III of 
the Industrial Relations Act 1946 was invalid having regard to Article 15.2.1 of the Constitu-
tion. That Article provides, in effect, that the exclusive power to make laws is vested in the 
Oireachtas. The Supreme Court took the view that REAs were instruments having the status of 
laws made by private individuals. While the Constitution allows for the limited delegation of 
law making functions, the provisions of the 1946 Act went beyond what is permissible under 
the Constitution. 

The effect of this decision was to invalidate the registration of employment agreements 
previously registered under Part III of the 1946 Act. As a result, all such agreements no longer 
have any application beyond the subscribing parties and are not enforceable in law. 

However, existing contractual rights of workers in sectors covered by REAs were unaffected 
by the ruling. Contractual rights can be altered only by agreement between the parties involved.

The striking down of the REAs means that new employees in these sectors can be hired at 
a rate agreeable between workers and their employers. This is subject only to the provisions of 
the National Minimum Wage Act, 2000.

My Department has been working closely with the Attorney General and external Counsel 
on developing a framework to address the ruling and to provide for a revised legislative frame-
work, which will be fully informed by the Supreme Court judgment and constitutionally robust. 

I intend to bring Heads of Bill to Government for approval in the coming weeks.

01/07/2014WRH02650Appointments to State Boards

01/07/2014WRH02700215. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he has 
considered implementing measures to mandate that the chairpersons and boards of State-run 
bodies are appointed through open competitions run by the Public Appointments Service; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27980/14]

01/07/2014WRH02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In line with 
Government policy to introduce greater transparency in the appointment process, and in an 
effort to broaden the pool of suitable candidates for consideration for appointment to boards, 
I have sought expressions of interest, through the Public Appointments Service, from suitably 
qualified people for appointment to the boards of the agencies under my Department’s remit. 
My overriding focus is to find the best people for particular board appointments. In making 
appointments I have regard to the expertise and experience of individuals, the balance of skills 
and attributes in terms of the overall composition of the board, the gender balance of the board 
and the availability and commitment of people to serve on the board. 

In making appointments to the boards of my Departments agencies, it should be noted that 
not all appointments are at my discretion. Some appointments are allocated under legislation 
to Department Representatives, social partners, nominees of other Ministers, nominees of pre-
scribed bodies and appointments on an Ex Officio basis and are not appropriate, therefore, for 
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public advertisement. 

In December 2013, at my request, the Public Appointments Service sought the latest expres-
sions of interest for vacancies arising on the Boards of Agencies under my Department. This 
exercise will help inform consideration of public appointments to Boards of Agencies under my 
remit in 2014.

01/07/2014WRH02850Industrial Disputes

01/07/2014WRH02900216. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position regarding a company (details supplied) with a local authority contract cutting wages; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28027/14]

01/07/2014WRH03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand 
that the dispute relates to the issue of cost cutting measures within the company. The dispute 
has already been the subject of conciliation efforts in the Labour Relations Commission, where 
agreement was not reached, and a subsequent Labour Court recommendation. The Court found 
that the Company’s current cost base is not sustainable and requires immediate remedial action 
in order to both protect employment and secure its customer base.

In this context, the Court recommended that;

- The parties engage in a concentrated process to identify and cost the level of labour pro-
ductivity savings that can be generated within the business and to agree on further adjustments 
to the wage bill necessary to return the Company to viability.

- The talks should be completed within 14 days of the date of its recommendation.

- The parties should engage the services of suitably qualified financial and productivity ad-
visors to assist them through this process.

The services of the State’s industrial relations machinery are available to assist the parties 
in the dispute. In this context, I would urge the parties to avail of their services and to engage 
constructively in the process in an effort to resolve the issues that are in dispute.

Ireland’s system of industrial relations is voluntary in nature and responsibility for the reso-
lution of industrial relations issues lies ultimately with employers and workers and their respec-
tive representatives as appropriate. 

As the Deputy is aware, the State provides industrial relations mechanisms to assist parties 
in their efforts to resolve any differences they may have. Experience constantly shows us that 
what often appears to be the most intractable of matters is capable of resolution where both 
sides engage constructively and in good faith in this voluntary process. The principle of good 
faith implies that both sides make every effort to reach an agreement and endeavour to resolve 
their differences.

01/07/2014WRH03050Employment Appeals Tribunal

01/07/2014WRH03100217. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position regarding school secretaries (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28125/14]
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01/07/2014WRH03200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the absence 
of any specific details as to the names of the parties in this case I am not in a position to provide 
any information in relation to the date of any hearing or for the issue of any determination.  A 
search of the EAT’s decision database may be carried out online at www.workplacerelations.
ie  . 

In the circumstances, I can only again give you the normal expected times taken for the 
issue of a determination in the average case.  Once a case has had a final hearing before the 
Tribunal, a determination issues to the parties as soon as possible thereafter. The average time 
taken for Tribunal determinations to be finalised is 6 weeks, plus up to a further 2 weeks for 
the determination to issue to the parties involved. However in a small number of very complex 
cases, which require more detailed examination and review of relevant case law, the time taken 
for issue of determination may be considerably longer.

The Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) is independent in the exercise of its quasi-judicial 
function and I have no direct involvement in its day to day operations. I am informed that once 
a determination of the Tribunal has been communicated to the parties concerned, the Tribunal 
then becomes functus officio   and has no further function in the matter. As an independent 
body, the Tribunal is answerable to the Higher Courts by way of Appeal or Judicial Review in 
its function, decisions and the manner in which it conducts itself.

01/07/2014WRH03250Enterprise Ireland Funding

01/07/2014WRH03300218. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
level of assistance his Department or any agency in his Department has given to the operations 
of a company (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the current challenges facing 
the workforce there including an attempt to impose annualised hours and the continuation of a 
pay freeze over the past five years; his views on same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28305/14]

01/07/2014WRH03400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have been 
informed by Enterprise Ireland that the company in question has been paid a total of €3,060,344 
since 1963.  This figure includes funding of €1,203,285 in the last seven years, including sub-
stantial R&D funding.  Enterprise Ireland continues to liaise with the company in regard to its 
development, particularly in relation to their innovation agenda, and to provide any assistance 
to the business that the agency can offer within its remit.

As regards the situation of the workforce, while I am aware of the challenges facing both 
the workforce and the company, nevertheless the issues raised are a matter for the parties con-
cerned. 

As the Deputy is aware, there was a Topical Issues debate on this issue, on Tuesday 24 June 
2014, which was taken on my behalf by John Perry, T.D., Minister for Small Business.

As outlined during that debate, Ireland has a robust suite of employment rights legislation.  
In the event that employees are concerned for the safety of their jobs, Ireland’s body of employ-
ments rights offers extensive protections to employees including the Protection of Employment 
Act 1977, which provides for a process of information and consultation between the employer 
and the employee representatives, the Minimum Notice and Terms of Employment Acts 1973 
to 2005, which give employees entitlements to specified notice periods or payment in lieu of 
notice, and the Unfair Dismissals Acts 1977 to 2007.

However, it is important to remember that Ireland’s system of industrial relations is volun-
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tary in nature and responsibility for the resolution of any such issues that arise lies ultimately 
with employers and workers and their respective representatives, as appropriate.  

The services of the Labour Relations Commission are available to assist the parties, if re-
quested.

01/07/2014WRH03450Social Welfare Benefits

01/07/2014WRH03500219. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection that there will be 
no further reductions or alterations to the household benefits and free travel pass facilities in the 
next budget; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28161/14]

01/07/2014WRH03600245. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection the projected cost 
of increasing the weekly fuel allowance by €1 and €2, respectively; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28368/14]

01/07/2014WRH03700246. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection the projected cost 
of restoring the social welfare Christmas bonus payment; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [28369/14]

01/07/2014WRH03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
219, 245 and 246 together. 

The 2015 Budget will be considered by Government in the forthcoming months and will be 
announced on October 14. Changes to the household benefits, free travel and fuel allowance 
schemes and the re-introduction of a bonus at Christmas would have to be considered in that 
context.

In this regard, the cost of increasing fuel allowance by €1 and €2 per week, is estimated at 
€9.8 million and €19.7 million, respectively, in a full year.  It is estimated that the re-introduc-
tion of a bonus payment at Christmas (analogous to the bonus payment which applied up to 
2008) would cost in the order of €261 million.

01/07/2014WRH03850Social Welfare Rates

01/07/2014WRH03900220. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will indi-
cate whether the living alone allowance of €7.70 per week will be substantially increased; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [28162/14]

01/07/2014WRH04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Living Alone Allowance 
(LAA) was introduced from October 1977, and is an additional payment of €7.70 per week 
made to people aged 66 years or over who are in receipt of certain social welfare payments, 
including State pensions, and who are living alone. It is also available to people who are less 
than 66 years of age, living alone and in receipt of disability allowance, invalidity pension, in-
capacity supplement or blind pension.

The most recent Survey on Income and Living Conditions (SILC) data from 2012 shows 
that the various poverty indicators demonstrate no significant difference in outcomes for those 
over 65 living alone, and those over 65 who live with another adult. The “at risk of poverty 
rate” for households aged over 65 with one adult was 12.9%. For households with two adults it 
was 13%. Similarly, the consistent poverty rate for households aged over 65 with one adult was 
3.1% and for two adults it was 2.9%.
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The overall concern of the Government in recent budgets has been to protect the primary 
weekly social welfare rates. Maintaining the rate of the State pension and other core payments 
is critical in protecting people from poverty.

The appropriate rate of welfare payments in 2015, including the weekly rate of the living 
alone allowance, will be considered later this year. In this regard, each €1 increase in the living 
alone allowance would cost €9.4milllion in a full year.

  Question No. 221 withdrawn.

01/07/2014WRJ00300Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

01/07/2014WRJ00400222. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Social Protection the way payment will 
apply for rent supplement after the roll-out of the housing assistance payment in regard to pay-
ing the recipient or the landlord; her views on the reason it is necessary to have two forms of 
assistance in place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27819/14]

01/07/2014WRJ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government has provided 
over €344 million for the rent supplement scheme in 2014, the purpose of which is to provide 
short-term income support to assist with reasonable accommodation costs of eligible people 
living in private rented accommodation who are unable to provide for their accommodation 
costs from their own resources. The overall aim is to provide short-term assistance, and not to 
act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer.  There are 
currently approximately 76,000 rent supplement recipients, of which over 50,000 have been in 
payment for more than 18 months. Officials in the Department are working with those in the 
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, to progress the transfer 
of those customers with long-term housing needs from this Department to the local authorities 
under the new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP).  HAP is designed to bring all long-term 
social housing services provided by the State together under the local authority system to pro-
vide a more integrated and streamlined service for households and to give local authorities 
greater flexibility to provide assistance to those in need of social housing support. One of the 
key benefits that HAP will bring is the removal of barriers for people currently in receipt of 
rent supplement in returning to employment which is consistent with the Governments com-
mitments under the Pathways to Work programme.  When fully rolled out, the HAP scheme 
will accommodate both long term customers currently on the rent supplement scheme and also 
new applicants who have been assessed by the local authority as having a housing need. Rent 
supplement will continue to be paid to clients who are already in the private rented sector but 
who, generally because of a loss of income through unemployment, require short term income 
support in order to pay their rent. These applicants would not normally require an assessment 
of housing need and the expectation would be that a return to employment would obviate the 
need for long term housing support.

Rent supplement will therefore, over time, return to its original intention of being a short-
term payment rather than providing for a longer term housing need. There are no plans to 
amend the existing payment arrangements under the rent supplement scheme, for what will 
effectively be required to address a short term need.

I am satisfied that there is a requirement for the operation of both schemes, with HAP 
providing for customers long term housing needs and rent supplement to provide short term 
income support.
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01/07/2014WRJ00600Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

01/07/2014WRJ00700223. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a domiciliary care allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Limerick. [27829/14]

01/07/2014WRJ00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was notified 
on the 25th June 2014 that her domiciliary care allowance application was successful and that 
the allowance has been awarded from 1st May 2014. 

Payment of the allowance, along with arrears due, will be available in the nominated bank 
account on the 15th July 2014 and on the third Tuesday of each month thereafter.

01/07/2014WRJ00900Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

01/07/2014WRJ01000224. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will issue on a farm assist appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27906/14]

01/07/2014WRJ01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case.

Every effort will be made to hear the case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be 
informed when arrangements for the oral hearing have been made.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/07/2014WRJ01200State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

01/07/2014WRJ01300225. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
living alone allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; if the living 
alone allowance will be backdated to the date of entitlement. [27907/14]

01/07/2014WRJ01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied on 
17 February 2014 for an increase for living alone on his State pension contributory (SPC).  The 
increase was awarded with effect from 23 September 2013.

Under social welfare legislation, where an application for contributory pension, or any in-
crease payable thereon, is received on or after 6 April 2012 the maximum backdating period al-
lowable is six months.  Further backdating can be considered in circumstances where the failure 
to make an application arises as a result of incorrect information provided by the Department, or 
where the delay in applying arises as a result of the claimant’s incapacity by illness or infirmity.

  Questions Nos. 226 and 227 withdrawn.

01/07/2014WRJ01600Fuel Allowance Payments

01/07/2014WRJ01700228. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons in receipt 
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of fuel allowance who only have oil heating may receive their payments in two lump sum pay-
ments rather than €20 per week. [28037/14]

01/07/2014WRJ01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The national fuel allowance scheme 
assists householders on long-term social welfare with meeting the cost of their heating needs 
during the winter season.  The allowance represents a contribution towards a person’s normal 
heating expenses. It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  Fuel allowance is currently paid 
at €20 per week during the winter season.  Some 410,000 customers receive the fuel allowance 
at an annual cost of €208 million.  The allowance is subject to a means test and is paid only to 
those who live alone or with certain exempted people.

The issue of paying the fuel allowance as a lump sum has been examined and it could cre-
ate a number of difficulties for recipients. In particular, if the payment were given in advance 
as a lump sum, there could be significant over-payments if a recipient’s circumstances were to 
change during the payment season.  If it were paid in arrears, it obviously would create further 
budgeting difficulties for individuals and their families.

Many energy companies, including oil suppliers, provide budget facilities for making pay-
ment by monthly instalment over a period of time which allows people to plan and budget for 
fuel expenses.  I am satisfied that this arrangement is sufficient to meet the needs of customers.

01/07/2014WRJ01900Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

01/07/2014WRJ02000229. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a domiciliary care allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Limerick. [28041/14]

01/07/2014WRJ02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 17 June 2014.  This ap-
plication has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for their medical 
opinion.  Upon receipt of this opinion, a decision will be made and notified to the person con-
cerned.  It can currently take 10 to 12 weeks to process an application for DCA.

01/07/2014WRJ02200Youth Guarantee

01/07/2014WRJ02300230. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will engage with 
voluntary youth organisations in the roll-out of the Youth Guarantee; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28057/14]

01/07/2014WRJ02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In order to develop and implement 
a Youth Guarantee Plan, the Department of Social Protection set up an interdepartmental Youth 
Guarantee Implementation Group with officials and programme managers from the Department 
of Education and Skills, the Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. The terms 
of reference for this group were to review the current range of youth employment services in 
Ireland, to assess what measures are appropriate to deliver the Youth Guarantee in Ireland and 
to develop the implementation plan for approval of Government and transmission to the EU.

In addition, in order to get non-governmental input into the Youth Guarantee implementa-
tion plan the Department of Social Protection held a YG stakeholders’ consultation forum in 
October. The DSP invited further submissions from the bodies that attended.
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A number of submissions were received, including submissions from The National Youth 
Council of Ireland, Spunout.ie, Youthwork Ireland, Tipperary Regional Youth Service, Wexford 
Youth Action and the YMCA. These submissions will be taken into consideration during the 
rollout of the Youth Guarantee Process.

In addition the Department retained the OECD to provide input and advice on the framing 
of the plan (the OECD is also providing assistance to a number of other countries). As part of 
this process a delegation from the OECD met with stakeholders at the aforementioned forum as 
well as with a range of relevant public bodies. Ultimately stakeholder feedback via the forum, 
submissions and bilateral meetings with the OECD has fed into the design of the national YG 
implementation plan.

The Youth Guarantee Implementation plan specifically states that the National Youth Coun-
cil of Ireland (NYCI) along with other national partners will be invited to participate in the 
delivery and/or review of the Youth Guarantee.

The Ballymun Pilot Youth Guarantee scheme has strong involvement from the voluntary 
youth sector in its implementation. The youth sector is represented on the both the National 
Steering Group (National Youth Council of Ireland) and the Local Implementation Group (Bal-
lymun Regional Youth Resource). The lessons learned from this pilot will feed into the national 
rollout of the Guarantee.

As the Guarantee is rolled out, the specific local arrangements for involvement of partners, 
including youth organisations will be a matter for divisional and regional management in the 
Department of social Protection. In particular, where there are indications that any significant 
groups of young people will not be reached by the PES (Intreo office), alternative ways of 
reaching these young people through Youth Work approaches will be explored.

01/07/2014WRJ02500Youth Guarantee

01/07/2014WRJ02600231. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Social Protection following the success-
ful introduction of the pilot project in Ballymun of the Youth Guarantee scheme, if there is a 
timeline in place to establish such a scheme in a rural constituency; the supports that will be put 
in place to enable young persons to access these schemes; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [28061/14]

01/07/2014WRJ02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Youth Guarantee will be run 
on a national basis. The Ballymun Pilot is being mainly funded by the European Commission. 
Such specific funding for other pilot programmes is not available. Moreover, it is unlikely that 
the Department will operate a specific scheme for each of its 60+ local offices. However there 
will be flexibility to tailor the implementation to local conditions (for example with regard to 
the cohorts of young people to be selected for engagement in the first instance etc.) and the 
specific approach to be followed in each area, be it rural or local, will be a matter for local DSP 
management in consultation with relevant stakeholders. It is intended that the approach in other 
areas will however benefit from the lessons learned during the Ballymun pilot. In particular, it is 
intended, that local employment initiatives will be driven by local employer groups, local DSP/
Intreo staff, local community groups and local training providers working collaboratively, as in 
Ballymun, to tailor the approach to their local circumstances.

  Question No. 232 withdrawn.
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01/07/2014WRJ02850Departmental Funding

01/07/2014WRJ02900233. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the funds avail-
able to support voluntarily run food kitchens; if there is a grant system in place; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28076/14]

01/07/2014WRJ03000236. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department has 
now taken over the previous responsibilities of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine with regard to the distribution of food to charities here; the timetable in place to dis-
tribute the food; the way this process will be managed; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28152/14]

01/07/2014WRJ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
233 and 236 together.

The Most Deprived Scheme has been managed by the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine for a number of years.  Some 563 charities participated in the scheme in the 
past year and were able to avail of cheese, rice and butter.  The scheme has been discontinued 
from this year given the lack of intervention and surplus food stocks across the EU.  In March 
of the year, the European Council and Parliament agreed a regulation to introduce a new Fund 
for European Aid to the Most Deprived (FEAD) to support the provision of food and consumer 
products for people who are most deprived.  The Fund will contribute to the reduction of pov-
erty by supporting national schemes that provide non-financial assistance to alleviate food and 
severe material deprivation.

The Department of Social Protection has been tasked with implementing this new EU co-
funded programme.  When operational later this year, it is expected that this Fund, of which 
Ireland will receive approximately €3 million per annum, will be able to support voluntary and 
other bodies working with and providing services to those most in need of support.  The regula-
tion governing the operation of the Fund allow for food and non-food consumable goods to be 
distributed to persons who are most disadvantaged.  This programme will be broader in focus 
than that operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

With respect to funding available to voluntary organisation providing food services, the De-
partment can support such operations by way of labour input under its range of work placement 
and training programmes (such as community employment, Tús and the rural social scheme).  
No direct funding is provided.

01/07/2014WRJ03200Carer’s Allowance Appeals

01/07/2014WRJ03300234. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application 
for carer’s allowance under appeal will be expedited and approved in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kilkenny. [28081/14]

01/07/2014WRJ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 6 May 
2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these papers 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/07/2014WRJ03500Departmental Staff Redeployment

01/07/2014WRJ03600235. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Sligo working in her Department will have their transfer request 
to County Sligo sanctioned following a considerable wait; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [28140/14]

01/07/2014WRJ03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is required to 
operate within an Employment Control Framework, as determined by the Department of Public 
Expenditure & Reform. In this regard, only critical posts that arise may be filled. 

Where a post is to be filled, the Department is obliged in the first instance in accordance with 
D/PER policy, to fill the post by way of the redeployment of staff from the Resource Panels 
which are administered by the Public Appointments Service.  Where there is no one available 
from the redeployment process the Department may then refer to the relevant transfer list.

The person concerned is currently 11th on the transfer list for Sligo. All those placed ahead 
of her on the list must be considered before her, in the event that a post falls to be filled by way 
of a transfer.  However, there are currently no critical posts to be filled in Sligo at Clerical Of-
ficer level at this time and none are anticipated in the short-term.

  Question No. 236 answered with Question No. 233.

01/07/2014WRJ03900Widow’s Pension Applications

01/07/2014WRJ04000237. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a widow’s pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [28156/14]

01/07/2014WRJ04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 26 June 
2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these papers 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/07/2014WRJ04200Exceptional Needs Payments

01/07/2014WRJ04300238. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount of funding 
that has been allocated for exceptional needs payments in 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014; if her at-
tention has been drawn to a problem which arises in isolated rural areas where persons are now 
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being refused assistance for taxi fares for essential medical appointments; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [28213/14]

01/07/2014WRJ04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under the supplementary wel-
fare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single exceptional needs payment 
(ENP) to help meet essential, once-off and unforeseen expenditure which a person could not 
reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income. The Government has provided 
€31.3 million for the ENP scheme in 2014. Expenditure on the scheme from 2011 is provided 
in the attached tabular statement. There is no automatic entitlement to a payment.  ENP’s are 
payable at the discretion of the officers administering the scheme taking into account the re-
quirements of the legislation and all the relevant circumstances of the case in order to ensure 
that the payments target those most in need of assistance.  The ENP scheme is not intended to 
cover circumstances where responsibility for the expenditure or payment rests with another 
Government Department or Agency.  Responsibility for patient transport is generally a matter 
for the Health Service Executive. 

If the Deputy has a particular case of hardship, he should forward the details to the Depart-
ment for review.

  Expenditure on Exceptional Needs Payments from 2011-2013

Year Expenditure
2011 €62.6 million
2012 €52.7 million
2013 €36.7 million

01/07/2014WRJ04500Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

01/07/2014WRJ04600239. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will be 
made on a farm assist review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo in view 
of the fact that this matter has been ongoing since 2011. [28234/14]

01/07/2014WRJ04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is in receipt 
of farm assist at the weekly rate of €209.60.

Following a request for a review of entitlement a decision was given maintaining his ex-
isting entitlement.  The person concerned subsequently appealed this decision.  As part of the 
appeal process, the Deciding Officer is required to prepare an appeal submission.  The appeal 
is now being finalised as a matter of urgency to allow a decision to be made by the independent 
Social Welfare Appeals office.

01/07/2014WRJ04800Social Insurance

01/07/2014WRJ04900240. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons, broken down by administrative division and by age group, currently in receipt of job-
seeker’s allowance that have not, to date, made any PRSI contribution; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28236/14]

01/07/2014WRJ05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is not routinely collated by my Department. I am, however, informed that at the end of 
May 2014 there were 34,521 persons currently in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance that have not, 
to date, made any PRSI contribution. This analysis includes contributions under PRSI classes 
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J and S (low income and self-employed workers) recorded since 2005 which were not avail-
able for analysis previously supplied to the Deputy. The analysis does not include class J and S 
contributions prior to 2005 and also does not include pre-79 social insurance contributions. A 
tabular statement breaking this number down by age and administrative area is attached.

  Jobseeker’s Assistance recipients at 27 May 2014 who have not made any contribu-
tion to the PRSI system (class A contributions and class J and S contributions since 2005).

Admin-
istrative 
District

Under 20 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-65 Grand 
Total

Cork 
Central

316 701 353 222 149 70 55 1,866

Dublin 
Central

540 849 542 442 274 64 84 2,795

Dublin 
North

789 1,001 446 349 173 52 45 2,855

Dublin 
South

745 1,057 511 397 218 45 41 3,014

Mid 
Leinster

603 967 396 216 138 48 60 2,428

Mid West 494 859 419 275 196 71 75 2,389
Midlands 
North

783 1,362 604 323 303 92 105 3,572

Midlands 
South

677 1,107 499 263 222 72 60 2,900

North 
East

481 934 438 286 186 73 72 2,470

North 
West

417 821 412 332 295 154 154 2,585

South 
East

652 1,008 538 314 253 99 86 2,950

South 
West

338 689 332 223 207 80 93 1,962

West 393 952 528 351 266 112 133 2,735
Totals 7,228 12,307 6,018 3,993 2,880 1,032 1,063 34,521

01/07/2014WRK00200Social Welfare Code

01/07/2014WRK00300241. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason jobseekers 
who take up part-time employment that is under 20 hours over five days a week and not allowed 
for three days, and who are also within the means test are not able to apply for jobseeker’s al-
lowance for the hours not worked, as this could be seen as a disincentive to take up part-time 
employment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28252/14]

01/07/2014WRK00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s benefit and job-
seeker’s allowance schemes provide income support for people who have lost work and are 
unable to find alternative full-time employment.  The 2014 Estimates for the Department pro-
vide for expenditure this year on the jobseekers’ schemes of €3.28 billion.  It is a fundamental 
qualifying condition of both schemes that a person must be fully unemployed for four in any 
period of seven consecutive days, so a person working any period of time five days a week will 
not qualify.  It is recognised that a changing labour market has resulted in a move away from 
the more traditional work patterns, resulting in an increase in the number of persons employed 
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for less than a full week.  This is an important policy issue for the Department but any changes 
to the current criteria could have significant cost implications for the jobseekers’ schemes.

I established the Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare in 2011 to harness expert opin-
ion and experience to address a number of specific issues around the interaction of the tax and 
social protection systems.  I have asked the Advisory Group to recommend cost-effective so-
lutions as to how employment incentives can be improved.  The Advisory Group is currently 
undertaking its final module of work on the issue of the interaction of the tax and social welfare 
systems to determine how the social welfare system can best achieve its goals of supporting 
persons through periods of involuntary unemployment while incentivising work and disincen-
tivising welfare dependency.  The Group will report to me once their examination of the various 
issues has been completed.

01/07/2014WRK00500State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

01/07/2014WRK00600242. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will look into 
the case of a person (details supplied) in County Waterford; the methodology used by her De-
partment in the calculation of notional income in respect of adult dependant applications for old 
age pensions; if she will acknowledge that the method of calculation currently used is flawed 
and generally does not represent a true reflection of an applicant’s notional income for the pur-
poses of assessment; if she will commit to having the shortfalls in the methodology assessed to 
ascertain if there would be a better process that could be followed; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28274/14]

01/07/2014WRK00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The assessment for increase for 
qualified adult in the State pension (contributory) of the person concerned has been reviewed, 
and I am satisfied that the correct procedure has been applied.  A claimant’s entitlement to per-
sonal weekly rate of State pension (contributory) is not means tested.  It is based on a person’s 
social insurance record and they must satisfy certain eligibility conditions.  An increase in the 
weekly rate of State pension (contributory) payable in respect of a qualified adult (IQA) may be 
claimed in respect of a dependent spouse, civil partner or cohabitant of the main recipient.  This 
increase is a means tested payment and account is taken of the income and assets of the person 
in respect of whom an increase is being claimed (allowing for a 50% apportionment of jointly 
held assets, where applicable).  IQA is payable at the maximum weekly rate where the qualified 
adult’s means, as assessed in accordance with social welfare legislation, are €100 a week or 
less.  Reduced rates of IQA are payable where the qualified adult’s means are between €100 and 
€310 a week.  There is no entitlement to an increase where assessed means are in excess of €310 
a week.  No account is taken of the income or assets of the primary recipient for the purposes 
of determining whether an increase for qualified adult is payable or not.

For the purposes of determining the means of a dependent spouse/civil-partner/cohabitant, 
account is taken of their income from employment, self-employment, rental income and occu-
pational or personal pensions, etc.  Where the qualified adult is the owner of property (including 
savings and investments, but not including property which is rented), social welfare legislation 
provides that the value of such property is assessed on a notional basis.  Such property includes 
all monies held in financial institutions or otherwise, the market value of shares, as well as 
houses and premises (excluding the family home) owned by the qualified adult which are not 
put to commercial use.  The current assessment method, involving a disregard of an initial 
amount of capital and an increasing notional weekly value for amounts in excess of the disre-
garded amount, is longstanding.  The assessment formula is not designed to mirror potential 
interest or annuity rates available to investors or depositors and no account is taken of any such 
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income in the overall means assessment.

The current assessment provisions date from 2005 when the initial amount disregarded 
increased from €12,697 to €20,000, thereby continuing and enhancing the policy of ensuring 
that those with property and capital of modest amounts receive the greater share of available 
support, while those with larger amounts of capital are in a position to avail of it to contribute, 
at least partially, towards meeting their needs.

The current capital assessment formula for IQA purposes is as follows:

AMOUNT OF CAPITAL WEEKLY MEANS ASSESSED
Up to €20,000 Nil
€20,000 - €30,000 €1 per each €1,000
€30,000 - €40,000 €2 per each €1,000
Over €40,000 €4 per each €1,000

Any changes to the current assessment arrangements would have to be considered in a Bud-
getary context.

01/07/2014WRK00800Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

01/07/2014WRK00900243. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Limerick will receive a decision on their jobseeker’s allowance 
appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28301/14]

01/07/2014WRK01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
including that adduced at oral hearing, has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned.  
The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

01/07/2014WRK01100Carer’s Allowance Appeals

01/07/2014WRK01200244. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) may expect a decision on their carer’s allowance appeal; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28313/14]

01/07/2014WRK01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 17 July 2014.  The person concerned 
will shortly be notified of the arrangements for the hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 245 and 246 answered with Question No. 219.

01/07/2014WRK01600Rent Supplement Scheme Administration
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01/07/2014WRK01700247. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has had 
any discussions with the Department for Finance regarding extending the home renovation tax 
incentive to the private rented sector for landlords who commit to accepting rent supplement 
tenants for a period, the tax incentive being only available if tenants are retained for a specific 
period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28370/14]

01/07/2014WRK01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government has provided 
over €344 million for the rent supplement scheme in 2014, the purpose of which is to provide 
short-term income support to assist with reasonable accommodation costs of eligible people liv-
ing in private rented accommodation who are unable to provide for their accommodation costs 
from their own resources.  The overall aim is to provide short-term assistance, and not to act as 
an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer.  Any extension of 
the home renovation incentive (HRI) scheme would be a matter for my colleague, the Minister 
for Finance, and would have to be considered within a budgetary context.  Discussions have not 
been held on this matter between the Department and the Department of Finance.

01/07/2014WRK01900Jobseeker’s Benefit Appeals

01/07/2014WRK02000248. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a determination 
for jobseeker’s benefit will be made on an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28373/14]

01/07/2014WRK02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 23 April 
2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Department 
of Social Protection.  These papers have been received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 
25 April 2014 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social 
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions 
in relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/07/2014WRK02200Pensions Legislation

01/07/2014WRK02300249. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Social Protection if to comply 
with its statutory obligation under the Pensions Act to ensure trustees of schemes falling within 
its remit comply with the duties imposed on them by all law, including the Pensions Act, the 
Pensions Board must be qualified to determine whether Acts of the Oireachtas impose duties 
in law on scheme trustees and have the authority to ensure they fulfil those duties (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28377/14]

01/07/2014WRK02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I refer to my response to you on 18 
June on this matter and reaffirm that the remit of the Pensions Authority is determined only by 
the provisions in the Pensions Act.  Section 10 of the Pensions Act sets out the functions of the 
Pensions Authority.  Its core function is to monitor and supervise the operation of the Pensions 
Act.  Its remit is determined by the provisions of the Pensions Act and in this regard it is only 
qualified to determine matters which fall within that remit.  In this context, the Pensions Au-
thority has the power to conduct an investigation of the state and conduct of a pension scheme 
where there are strong indications of a breach of the specific provisions of the Pensions Act.
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Any breach of the rules of a scheme whether it is a statutory or a non-statutory scheme can 
be referred to the Pension Ombudsman, where it is alleged that a scheme member has sustained 
financial loss occasioned by an act of mal-administration done by or on behalf of a person re-
sponsible for the management of a scheme or, where there is a dispute of fact or law done by 
or on behalf of a persons responsible for the management of the scheme.  Pension schemes are 
required to establish internal procedures for the resolution of disputes.  These procedures must 
be exhausted before a complaint can be referred to the Pensions Ombudsman for investigation.  
As you may be aware, pension schemes in Ireland are generally established under trust and as 
such the trustees of a pension scheme are required, under trust law, to act in the best interest of 
all scheme members and beneficiaries who have recourse under trust law determine any alleged 
breaches of the trust.

01/07/2014WRK02500Community Employment Schemes Data

01/07/2014WRK02600250. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of com-
munity employment schemes supervisors and assistant supervisors here; if their salary is paid 
in full by the State; who their official employer is; the current arrangements that are in place or 
payment of pensions to such persons; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28388/14]

01/07/2014WRK02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): At the end of May 2014, there 
were 1,379 persons employed as Community Employment (CE) Supervisors and Assistant Su-
pervisors equating to 1,349 full-time equivalent positions (some are part-time/job-sharing).  Of 
the 1,379 total, 1,166 are Supervisors and 213 are Assistant Supervisors.  The salaries of CE 
Supervisors and Assistant Supervisors are paid by their local CE Sponsoring organisations, 
who are their legal employers.  Every four weeks during the CE project annual contract, the CE 
Sponsors can claim for the costs of supervision from the Department of Social Protection at the 
approved rates.  The Department provides a grant to cover the cost of employing Supervisors 
for a full-time 39-hour week, exclusive of lunch breaks.  This grant can only be used to fund 
supervisor wage costs for the 39-hour contractual week.  Any additional scheme work outside 
of the 39 hours contractual period will not be funded by the Department.

With regards to pension arrangements for CE supervisors, the Labour Court recommended 
in July 2008 (LCR19293) that an agreed pension scheme should be introduced for Community 
Employment (CE) scheme supervisors and assistant supervisors and that such a scheme should 
be adequately funded by FÁS, the Agency responsible for CE at that time.  Notwithstanding 
the position of this Department (which now has responsibility for CE) in rejecting that liability 
for these costs be met from public funds, this matter has been the subject of discussions with 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the unions representing CE supervisors.  
Given the level of funding that would be required from this Department, the implementation of 
the claim is not considered sustainable in light of the current and on-going fiscal environment 
and the requirement to contain and reduce public expenditure.  The costs of the introduction of 
any scheme are likely to be of the order of €3m per annum, with retrospective costs of the order 
of at least €30 million.  It should also be noted that this Department is not the employer of CE 
supervisors and such employees are not public servants.  The responsibilities of the sponsoring 
organisations and the individuals concerned must also be recognised when considering pension 
provision arrangements.

01/07/2014WRK02800One-Parent Family Payment Eligibility

01/07/2014WRK02900251. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of recipi-
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ents of the one-parent family payment who will lose their entitlement on 1 July 2014 following 
changes introduced in the budget 2012; the arrangements that will be in place to assist such 
persons; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28389/14]

01/07/2014WRK03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The number of OFP recipients 
stood at 77,209 in May, 2014, and an estimated €863 million is due to be spent on the scheme in 
2014.  The Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2012, contains provisions to reduce, on a phased 
basis, the maximum age limit of the youngest child at which an OFP recipient’s payment ceases 
to seven years from 2014 for new entrants and from 2015 for existing recipients.  The next 
phase of the OFP scheme reform process will commence on 3 July 2014, when approximately 
5,140 customers will see their entitlement to the OFP payment cease.  All affected custom-
ers have been invited by the Department to attend information sessions where they have been 
briefed on the broad range of Departmental supports that are available to them once they exit 
the OFP scheme.

Special arrangements have been introduced to ease affected lone parents make their transi-
tion to another of the Department’s income support payments.  These arrangements include the 
following;

- Affected OFP customers, who are also in receipt of the family income supplement (FIS), 
will have their FIS payment automatically adjusted to compensate for 60% of the loss of their 
OFP payment;

- Affected OFP customers, who are also in receipt of the half-rate carer’s allowance, will 
have their carer’s allowance claim re-rated to a full-rate carer’s allowance upon their loss of 
OFP;

- Applications from affected OFP customers for other social welfare payments including 
jobseeker’s allowance (JA) are being expedited; and

- The introduction of the JA transitional arrangement, which exempts former OFP recipients 
who have a youngest child aged under 14 years from having to satisfy the JA scheme conditions 
of being available for, and genuine seeking, full-time work.  This arrangement allows previous 
OFP recipients with young children to balance their caring responsibilities and significantly 
reduces their requirement for childcare.

01/07/2014WRK03100Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

01/07/2014WRK03200252. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a domiciliary care 
allowance appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28407/14]

01/07/2014WRK03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 19 
June 2014 and that the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all of the 
evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hearing.  The person concerned will be 
notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision when the appeal has been determined.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the 
Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social 
welfare entitlements.

01/07/2014WRK03400Health Services
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01/07/2014WRK03500253. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the supports avail-
able to persons who have special dietary requirements after the suspension of the diet supple-
ment payment for new applicants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28417/14]

01/07/2014WRK03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Diet supplement, administered 
under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, is payable to qualifying persons, in 
receipt of the supplement prior to February 2014, who have been prescribed a special diet as a 
result of a specified medical condition.

Following the outcome of a review of the costs of healthy eating and specialised diets by 
the Irish Nutrition and Dietetic Institute commissioned by the Department during 2013, the 
scheme has been closed to new applicants from 1 February 2014. The average costs of the diets 
supplemented under the scheme can be met from within one third of the current rate of personal 
social welfare payments. Payment of the supplement will continue to be made to the existing 
recipients for as long as they continue to be entitled to the payment. 

Staff who administer the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme have statutory 
powers to award a payment or supplement in cases of exceptional need. Customers experienc-
ing financial hardship should contact the local officer administering the SWA scheme who may 
be able to offer assistance.

01/07/2014WRK03700Post Office Network

01/07/2014WRK03800254. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been 
drawn to the fact that a post office in west Cork has been closed to the public for the past three 
months; that social welfare customers are not able to collect payments without travelling 10 km 
to another post office; if she will seek a commitment from An Post that services will be rein-
stated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28418/14]

01/07/2014WRK03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An Post advised the department 
that the Post Office in question was temporarily closing with immediate effect on 26 February 
2014 and that social welfare customers were being transferred to Skibbereen Post Office.  The 
reasons for the closure and any potential reopening are internal matters for An Post.  The cur-
rent contract for cash payment services between my department and An Post requires that An 
Post will provide services within 15 km for 95% of the department’s customers in a rural area 
who receive their social welfare payments at An Post.  There are two Post Offices closer than 
Skibbereen than the Post Office in question, these are Union Hall PO 3.75 miles (6 km) and 
Roscarberry PO 5 miles (8 km).  Customers who wish to receive their social welfare payments 
in these Post Offices should contact the department to request same.

01/07/2014WRK04000Social Welfare Schemes

01/07/2014WRK04100255. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will provide in 
tabular form a list of all social welfare payments; if the payment can be reviewed; and how 
often reviews can be carried out for each relevant payment. [28423/14]

01/07/2014WRK04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department administers over 
70 separate schemes and services and serves a wide and diverse group of customers including 
families, people in employment, unemployed people, people with disabilities, carers, and older 
people.  The Department will spend over €20 billion in social welfare payments this year and 
will provide support to some 1.4 million people every week.  In order to achieve its objective 
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of targeting scarce resources at those who most need them, the Department undertakes a wide 
range of risk-targeted review projects annually.  Scheme review policies vary from scheme to 
scheme, and are dependent on the nature of the contingency the scheme fulfils.  Social Welfare 
legislation obliges every claimant or beneficiary to notify the Department of any change in 
circumstances which may affect their entitlement to that benefit/assistance.  The Department 
informs claimants of this requirement when a payment is awarded.

A list of the Department’s main schemes, by target customer group, is provided below.  
More detailed information on qualifying conditions and provisions for review for all schemes 
is available on the Departments website www.welfare.ie.

Pensions
State pension (non-contributory)
State pension (transition/contributory)
Widow(er)s’ / surviving civil partners’ contributory pension 
Widow(er)s’ / surviving civil partners pension (non-contributory)
Widow(er)s’ /surviving civil partners’ pension (death benefit)
Working Age Income Supports
Jobseeker’s allowance
One parent family payment
Deserted wives’ allowance
Basic supplementary welfare allowance payment
Farm assist
Pre-Retirement allowance
Exceptional and urgent needs Payment
Jobseeker’s benefit
Deserted wives’ benefit
Maternity benefit
Adoptive benefit
Health and safety benefit
Redundancy and insolvency payment
Treatment benefit
Working age – employment supports 
Community employment programme
Rural social scheme
Tús - community work placement
Job initiative
Community services programme
Back to work allowance
National internship scheme - JobBridge
Back to education allowance
Other Employment supports, including:- Gateway;- JobsPlus;- Local employment 
services, including Job Clubs;- Wage subsidy scheme;- EmployAbility service.
Partial capacity benefit
Illness, Disability and Carers
Disability allowance
Blind pension
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Pensions
Carer’s allowance
Domiciliary care allowance
Respite care grant
Illness benefit
Injury benefit
Invalidity pension
Disablement benefit
Carers’ benefit
Children
Child benefit
Family income supplement
Back to school clothing and footwear allowance
School meals
Guardian’s payment (non-contributory)
Widowed parent / surviving civil partner grant (non-contributory)
Guardian’s payment (contributory)
Widowed parent / surviving civil partner grant (contributory)
Supplementary Payments 
Rent supplement
Household benefits package 
Electricity allowance
Gas allowance
Free television licence
Free travel
Fuel allowance 
Rent allowance (de-control of rents legislation)

01/07/2014WRK04300Social Welfare Appeals Status

01/07/2014WRK04400256. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if the assess-
ment of means in the case of persons (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will be reviewed. 
[28455/14]

01/07/2014WRK04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21 May 
2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Depart-
ment of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
on 23 June 2014 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.



1 July 2014

215

01/07/2014WRK04600Domiciliary Care Allowance Payments

01/07/2014WRK04700257. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) in County Kilkenny is now on full payment of domiciliary care allowance; if arrears 
have been paid. [28466/14]

01/07/2014WRK04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was notified 
on 29 April 2014 that her domiciliary care allowance application was successful and that the 
allowance has been awarded from 1 November 2013.  The first payment of the allowance, along 
with arrears due, issued to the person concerned on 20 May 2014.

01/07/2014WRK04900Departmental Budgets

01/07/2014WRK05000258. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of her Department’s budget 2014 
reductions to expenditure; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28481/14]

01/07/2014WRK05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The estimated savings in 2014 and 
in a full year of the measures for the Department of Social Protection contained in the Expen-
diture Report 2014 are outlined in the table below.

Measure 2014 Savings 
(€ million)

Full year 
(€ million)

Recovery of social welfare payments – Recover the 
value of certain social welfare payments from com-
pensation awards made to persons in relation to loss 
of earnings. To be introduced in 2014.

21 22

Illness Benefit - Increase the number of waiting days 
for entitlement to Illness Benefit from 3 days to 6 
days, from January 2014.

22 22

Invalidity Pension - In line with the abolition of the 
State Pension Transition from January 2014, dis-
continue the weekly rate of €230.30 for Invalidity 
Pension at age 65 and align with the weekly rate of 
€193.50 currently payable to Invalidity Pension re-
cipients aged under 65. Analogous adjustments will 
also take place in the Invalidity Pension Qualified 
Adult weekly rate of payment. These measures will 
apply to Invalidity Pensioners reaching their 65th 
birthday and to qualified adults reaching their 66th 
birthday, both with effect from January 2014.

5 10

Jobseeker’s Allowance – Extend the application of 
the €100 rate of Jobseeker’s Allowance and SWA to 
persons without children who reach the age of 22, 23 
and 24 and extend the application of the €144 rate of 
Jobseeker’s Allowance and SWA to persons with-
out children who reach the age of 25, from January 
2014. (The Back to Education maximum rate for 
25 year olds will be reduced to €160 per week for 
relevant new entrants).

32 72
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Measure 2014 Savings 
(€ million)

Full year 
(€ million)

Maternity and Adoptive Benefit - Standardise the 
minimum and maximum weekly rates (currently 
€217.80 and €262 respectively) of Maternity & 
Adoptive Benefit at €230 per week. Applies to new 
claimants only from January 2014.

30 36

Mortgage Interest Supplement - Discontinue the 
scheme for new applicants and allow a winding 
down of the current MIS recipient base over a four 
year period, from January 2014.

12 30

Rent and Mortgage Interest Supplement - Increase 
the minimum contribution for couples by €5 per 
week, from €35 to €40, thereby further aligning Rent 
and Mortgage Interest Supplement contributions 
with the Local Authority rents structure, for new and 
existing recipients, from January 2014.

6 7.1

Household Benefits Package - Reduce the annual 
payment to RTÉ for the Free TV Licence by €5 mil-
lion from €59.17 million to €54.17 million.

5 5

Household Benefits Package - Discontinue the Tele-
phone Allowance for all recipients, from January 
2014.

44 47.1

Bereavement Grant - Discontinue payment of the 
€850 grant in respect of deaths on or after 1 January 
2014.

17 22

Supplementary Payments - Reductions in expendi-
ture on certain supplementary welfare payments

5 7.8

Savings from increased Employment support effi-
ciencies 

12 12

Savings from increased labour market activation 10 10
Fraud and Control Measures – additional fraud and 
control initiatives.

30 30

Administrative Savings 5 5
Expenditure reductions arising from lower than an-
ticipated estimate of expenditure for 2014.

34 34

Total 290 372

Question No. 259 withdrawn.

01/07/2014WRK05300National Internship Scheme Eligibility

01/07/2014WRK05400260. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to make changes 
to the eligibility criteria for interns participation on the JobBridge scheme to facilitate persons 
who are on a qualifying payment such as jobseeker’s allowance, and who do not have a 78 day 
qualifying period in the three months previous, in view of the fact that they may be working 
part-time at weekends and only signing on for four days and who are very anxious to participate 
on the scheme in order that they can improve their employment prospects; and if she will make 
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a statement on the matter. [28556/14]

01/07/2014WRK05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I have no plans at present to 
change the eligibility criteria for JobBridge.  Those working part-time or casually and who are 
in receipt of an eligible payment or signing for credits are eligible to participate in JobBridge.  
Under the current arrangements, a person may meet the requirement of being in receipt of a 
qualifying payment (or signing for credits) for 78 days over a six-month period, not a three-
month period as the Deputy states.  This six-month period was set in order to facilitate those 
who work casually or part-time.  I wish to advise the Deputy that officials in the Department 
will be more than happy to assist the Deputy if he has a specific case in hand.

01/07/2014WRL00150Commemorative Events

01/07/2014WRL00200261. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
way immediate family members, sons and daughters of the men and women who fought in 
1916 can be added to potential invitee lists for commemoration events in 2016.  [27916/14]

01/07/2014WRL00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The com-
memorations for the centenary of the Easter Rising will acknowledge the service and achieve-
ments of the personnel involved, with a special consideration to include their descendants and 
relatives.  I have clearly stated my view that this should be the case and, indeed, have consis-
tently supported projects which recognise the importance of the relatives of people who fought 
in 1916.   In a recent press release, I again emphasised the importance I attach to the inclusion 
in the commemorative arrangements of the families of the personnel of the Rising.  I invited 
such relatives to send in expressions now of their interest to attend at commemorations in 2016.  
Their timely responses will be of great assistance in planning for the centenary commemora-
tions.  I will be very grateful to hear from people in this regard and to receive any comments or 
suggestions they may provide in relation to the commemorations.  

Communications can be addressed to: Commemorations Unit, Department of Arts, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, commemorations@ahg.gov.ie.       Expressions of 
interest to attend at centenary commemorations may also be sent directly to the Department 
of Defence.  That Department has responsibility for the care and management of the service 
records and archives relating to the personnel of the Easter Rising. For many years, it has 
maintained a register in relation to invitations to commemorative events. Contact with the De-
partment of Defence can be addressed to:- Executive Branch, Department of Defence, Station 
Road, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, executive@defence.ie.  

01/07/2014WRL00350Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

01/07/2014WRL00400262. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the position regarding compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry  [28167/14]

01/07/2014WRL00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): An appli-
cation for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.  The 
application was received on 23 June 2014.  I have been advised that this application will be as-
sessed and my Department will be in contact with the applicant once this assessment has been 
completed. 
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01/07/2014WRL00575Údarás na Gaeltachta Funding

01/07/2014WRL00600263. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if will 
protect the budget of Údarás na Gaeltachta in the forthcoming budget in view of the fact it has 
seen a considerable cut in its funding since 2007; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28436/14]

01/07/2014WRL00700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I wish to refer the Deputy to my reply to Question No. 388 of 17 June 2014 
regarding this matter.  As I indicated in that reply, as Minister of State with responsibility for 
the Gaeltacht, I very much appreciate the importance of job creation in helping to retain sustain-
able communities in Gaeltacht areas.  In that context, I wish to acknowledge the very important 
enterprise and employment function of Údarás na Gaeltachta as the regional economic agency 
for the Gaeltacht.  Údarás na Gaeltachta’s end of year statement for 2013 indicated that the rate 
of job losses in its client companies had reached a record low.  This was very welcome news 
indeed. However, while the level of job losses has stabilised, I am very cognisant of the ongoing 
difficult challenge in creating a sufficient number of new jobs to maintain, and indeed increase, 
employment levels in the Gaeltacht.

I met recently with Údarás na Gaeltachta and discussed its strategic proposal to increase 
its capital budget over time from the present level of €5.687m to €12m per annum.  I am very 
aware and supportive of the case advanced by the organisation that such an increase in funding 
would enable it to create an additional 300 jobs per annum. 

As the Deputy is aware, it was announced as part of Budget 2014 that comprehensive re-
views of both current and capital expenditure would be undertaken by all Government Depart-
ments during 2014.  These reviews underpin the Government’s multi-annual budgetary frame-
work and are conducted periodically to re-set Departmental expenditure ceilings in line with 
emerging Government priorities.  The reviews are currently ongoing and will be considered 
by Government later this year with a view to underpinning expenditure ceilings for 2015 and 
beyond, as well as clarifying policy options and informing prioritisation decisions arising from 
the expenditure ceilings.  Clearly, the capital allocation for Údarás na Gaeltachta for 2015 will 
be informed by the outcome of those reviews and within the framework of the Budgetary and 
Estimates processes later in the year.

01/07/2014WRL00750Irish Language Issues

01/07/2014WRL00800264. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
ask the European Council to end the derogation on the status of the Irish language; his position 
on the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28439/14]

01/07/2014WRL00900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): As I indicated in my replies to a number of recent Parliamentary Questions on this 
matter (Question Nos. 316 and 319 on 24 June 2014 and Question No. 114 on 26 June 2014), 
a decision on whether or not to extend the derogation for the use of Irish in EU institutions for 
a further period of time is required by December 2015 at the latest.  In this context, my De-
partment, in conjunction with the Department of the Taoiseach, is engaged in discussions with 
various stakeholders, including the EU institutions, in order to formulate specific proposals on 
the optimal approach to the derogation.  This matter will be brought forward for consideration 
by Government in due course.

Furthermore, as part of the Government’s strategy to ensure that a sufficient number of qual-
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ified personnel are available to meet the needs arising from the recognition of Irish as an official 
and working language of the EU, my Department continues to provide substantial funding for a 
range of specialised third-level courses and for the development of Irish language terminology 
for the EU terminology database, InterActive Terminology for Europe (IATE).

01/07/2014WRL00950Waterways Ireland Staff

01/07/2014WRL01000265. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if his attention has been drawn to any plans or proposals by Waterways Ireland to close its re-
gional office based at Carrick-on-Shannon, County Leitrim, and reallocate the existing 15 staff 
members; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28042/14]

01/07/2014WRL01100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am in-
formed by Waterways Ireland that it is currently conducting a review of all its offices and de-
pots with a view to determining what its business requirements will be in future years, having 
regard to any relevant changes in the environment in which it operates.  I am further informed 
by Waterways Ireland that it has not finalised any proposals regarding future office or depot 
requirements at this time.

01/07/2014WRL01150Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

01/07/2014WRL01200266. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Robert Dowds den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an ndéanfaidh sé Bille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú), 2014 a leasú chun (a) foráil nua 
a chur san Acht go mbeidh ar a laghad deich faoin gcéad de na fostaithe sa státseirbhís in ann 
cumarsáid shásúil a dhéanamh leis an bpobal trí Ghaeilge, agus (b) foráil nua a chur san Acht 
go mbeidh faoi dheireadh 2016 gach seirbhís ar fáil do phobal na Gaeltachta trí Ghaeilge; agus 
an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [28142/14]

01/07/2014WRL01300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tar éis an athbhreithnithe ar Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003, d’fhoilsigh 
mo Roinn Cinn Bhille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú) 2014 i mí Aibreáin.  Déantar foráil i 
gCeann 6 den Bhille beartaithe do leasú ar alt 13 den Acht.  Is é a bheidh i gceist leis sin ná fo-
alt nua a chur isteach in alt 13(2), ina ndeirtear go sonrófar i scéimeanna teanga na poist i gcom-
hlachtaí poiblí a bhfuil riachtanas inniúlachta Gaeilge ag gabháil leo.  Léirítear leis an leasú sin 
cinneadh Rialtais an 30 Deireadh Fómhair 2013 i ndáil le deireadh a chur le marcanna bónais 
a bhronnadh as oilteacht Ghaeilge in earcaíocht agus comórtais ardaithe céime na Státseirbhíse 
agus córas nua bunaithe ar inniúlacht a chur ina áit, a mbeidh sé mar aidhm aige an líon dáthe-
angach feidhmiúla sa Státseirbhís a mhéadú.  Ina theannta sin, ba chóir a thabhairt faoi deara 
go sonrófar i bpleananna fórsa oibre Ranna agus Oifigí Rialtais amach anseo na poist/réimsí 
oibre ina mbeidh gá le baill foirne atá in ann feidhmiú sa dá theanga oifigiúil.  Ag féachaint do 
chur i bhfeidhm Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, iarrtar ar Ranna aird ar leith a thabhairt ar phoist atá 
lonnaithe i gceantair Ghaeltachta nó ag freastal ar na ceantair sin.

Tuigtear dom ón Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe go raibh sé ar intinn triail a 
bhaint as na socruithe nua sa chomórtas earcaíochta Oifigigh Feidhmiúcháin (OF).  Mar gheall 
go bhfuil áit tosaíochta á tabhairt anois do chomórtas Oifigigh Chléireachais (OC), áfach, agus 
nach mbeidh an comórtas OF á reáchtáil go dtí tráth níos faide anonn sa bhliain, tá na socruithe 
nua á dtriail sa chomórtas OC atá ar siúl faoi láthair ag an tSeirbhís um Cheapacháin Phoi-
blí.  Tá sé beartaithe go mbunófar fo-phainéal de dhátheangaigh atá feidhmiúil sa Ghaeilge, a 
dhéanfaidh suas céatadán, suas le 6%, den phainéal OC foriomlán.  Ní mór do na hiarrthóirí a 
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cheapfar ón bpainéal seo raon iomlán seirbhísí a chur ar fáil i nGaeilge.  

Ní miste a chur in iúl chomh maith go n-éilítear ar chomhlachtaí poiblí, de réir alt 13(d) 
d’Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003, agus a bpleananna teanga á n-ullmhú acu, a chinntiú go 
gcomhlíonfar na riachtanais Ghaeilge faoi leith a bhaineann le seirbhísí a sholáthar sa Ghael-
tacht.

01/07/2014WRL01350Arts Council Funding

01/07/2014WRL01400267. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will ensure the Arts Council is adequately funded to support an organisation (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28203/14]

01/07/2014WRL01500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Primary re-
sponsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels throughout the country is devolved to the 
Arts Council as the national agency for funding, developing and promoting the arts in Ireland.  
This year, the Arts Council will receive a total allocation of €56.9 million.  Although, the Arts 
Council is funded by my Department, it is statutorily independent in its day-to-day operations 
as provided for in the Arts Act 2003.  This specifically includes independence in its decisions 
on who it funds and the amounts it allocates.

I am making arrangements for officials of my Department to meet representatives of the 
organisation in question.  

01/07/2014WRL01550Special Protection Areas Designation

01/07/2014WRL01600268. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the posi-
tion with respect to the SPA designation of hen harrier protected area and the afforestation pro-
gramme as administered by the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [28393/14]

01/07/2014WRL01700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The 1979 
Birds Directive requires each Member State of the European Union to classify suitable areas as 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for the protection of endangered species of bird, including the 
Hen Harrier.  Ireland’s suite of 6 SPAs for Hen Harrier were publicly proposed for designation 
in 2007 and, following the conclusion of a two stage appeals process, have all now been formal-
ly designated by Statutory Instrument.  The 6 sites in question are the Slieve Bloom Mountains, 
Stack’s to Mullaghareirk Mountains-West Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle, Mullaghanish to 
Mushermore Mountains, Sleivefelim to Silvermines Mountains, Slieve Aughty Mountains and 
Slieve Beagh.

Article 6 of the EU Habitats Directive, which applies to SPAs, requires Member States to 
prevent the deterioration of these sites.  Furthermore, public authorities may only consent to 
projects, including afforestation, where it is clear that such projects will not lead to an adverse 
impact on the integrity of the site.  The issuing of consents for afforestation in these sites is a 
matter for the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and must be undertaken in accor-
dance with the requirements of the EU Habitats Directive.

01/07/2014WRL01750Inland Fisheries
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01/07/2014WRL01800269. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht further to Parliamentary Question No.73 of 11 June 2014, if he will offer a detailed re-
sponse to the question that was posed, that is, if he is satisfied that no actions have been taken 
by Inland Fisheries Ireland or its predecessor organisations over the past 15 years which have 
been damaging to the conservation status of the freshwater pearl mussel; if he is satisfied that 
all the actions taken by IFI or its predecessors over the past fifteen years in their management 
of rivers for fish conservation or angling promotion have been consistent with the State’s duty 
to conserve the freshwater pearl mussel. [28443/14]

01/07/2014WRL01900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Deputy 
is aware, all public authorities are obliged to comply with EU legislation, including the Habitats 
Directive.  Broadly speaking, public authorities are directly responsible for ensuring that they 
are in compliance with the law when undertaking activities that may have an impact on Natura 
sites.  My Department, where necessary, provides guidance and expertise.  As the Deputy is also 
aware, I have no statutory responsibility in relation to Inland Fisheries Ireland, which is a matter 
for my colleague, the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural resources.

As I have outlined previously, close co-operation and active engagement continues between 
my Department and Inland Fisheries Ireland in regard to the issue referred to by the Deputy.  If 
the Deputy is aware, however, of any specific activities of concern, he may wish to convey such 
information to my Department, which will seek to follow up appropriately. 

01/07/2014WRL01950CeadúnasTeilifíse

01/07/2014WRL02000270. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Robert Dowds den an Aire Cumarsáide, Fuinnimh agus Ac-
mhainní Nádúrtha an ndéanfaidh sé bonn maoinithe leanúnach ilbhlianta a chur faoi TG4 anois 
mar atá faoi RTÉ; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [28143/14]

01/07/2014WRL02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Faigheann RTÉ maoiniú trí Dheontas i gCabhair do chuid de na hadmhálacha ó tháillí ceadúnais 
teilifíse agus tríd an ioncam tráchtála a ghineann sé.  Faigheann TG4 maoiniú trí Dheontas i 
gCabhair, admhálacha ó tháillí ceadúnais teilifíse agus ioncam tráchtála.  Déantar maoiniú ar 
bhun bliantúil don dá Chraoltóir Seirbhíse Poiblí. Maidir leis an tslí go díreach a shocraítear leib-
héal na táille ceadúnais, tá seo leagtha amach in Alt 124 den Acht Craolacháin 2009.  Cuireann 
sé ar chumas Údarás Craolacháin na hÉireann (BAI) go háirithe, moladh a thabhairt i dtuairisc 
domsa mar Aire, maolú bliantúil a dhéanamh maidir leis an táille don cheadúnas teilifíse. 

Tá an moladh seo bunaithe ar athbhreithniú bliantúil maidir le cé chomh maith agus a chom-
hlíon an dá Chraoltóir Seirbhíse Poiblí a ngeallúintí maidir lena spriocanna seirbhíse poiblí mar 
atá ráite ina ráiteas bliantúil faoi gheallúintí feidhmíochta don bhliain airgeadais sin agus cé 
chomh maith nó nach bhfuil, maoiniú poiblí chun cur ar chumas na gcorparáidí na spriocanna 
seirbhíse poiblí sin a bhaint amach. 

Bunaím mar Aire, aon chinneadh a d’fhéadfainn a dhéanamh i gcomhar leis an Rialtas mai-
dir le leibhéal reatha na táille teilifíse nó eile, ar mholadh an Údaráis. 

Chomh maith leis an riachtanas reachtaíochta d’athbhreithniú bliantúil de chraoltóirí seirb-
híse poiblí, ní mór don BAI faoi Alt 124 (8) den Acht Craolacháin 2009, athbhreithniú fadté-
arma 5 bliana chun tosaigh a dhéanamh ar chomh maith nó nach bhfuil, maoiniú do chraoltóirí 
seirbhíse poiblí.  Thosaigh an BAI an chéad athbhreithniú 5 bliana in 2013 agus beidh sin ina 
chabhair maidir le cinntí faoi bheartas a d’fhéadfainn a dhéanamh faoi mhaoiniú poiblí de 
chraoltóirí seirbhíse poiblí amach anseo.   
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01/07/2014WRL02150Inland Fisheries

01/07/2014WRL02200271. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will reverse the decision to close the River Suir indefinitely to snap net fisher-
men from 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28531/14]

01/07/2014WRL02300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resourc-
es (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that the Salmon 
Conservation Limit (CL) in any river is the number of spawning salmon required to maintain 
a sustainable population and is used to indicate the number of salmon in a river system above 
which a harvestable surplus can be considered.  Salmon conservation limits are set similarly for 
all of Ireland’s salmon rivers.  The main criteria used are the size of the river (wetted area) and 
the latitude.  In addition factors specific to each river are used such as the proportion of one sea 
winter salmon and multi sea winter salmon in the population and the average weight of these 
salmon.  Other inputs to calculating conservation limits nationally are proportions of male and 
female salmon and the average numbers of eggs per female fish. 

The independent Standing Scientific Committee (SSC) for Salmon revised the conservation 
limits for all rivers for the 2013 scientific advice.  The SSC advice for the Suir for 2013 was 
that the river was meeting its CL and had a surplus of 2,371 salmon.  On the basis of this advice 
a Snap net fishery was open, although with a restricted season to facilitate rational exploitation 
for the smaller surplus of Salmon in that river. 

The SSC advice for the Suir for 2014 was that the river was below its CL and had a deficit 
of 2,449 salmon.  The opening of a Snap net fishery on the River Suir can only be considered if 
there is a suitable surplus of salmon (in excess of conservation limit) available for harvest.  Any 
future decision on a fishery can only be taken in the context of the river being above its con-
servation limit. Ireland must be particularly careful to ensure that all national and international 
legislation and other obligations are met in any future management regime.

01/07/2014WRL02350Bord Gáis Privatisation

01/07/2014WRL02400272. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the costs that will be incurred as a result of changing the name of Bord Gáis Éire-
ann to Ervia; the reasons for this name change; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28024/14]

01/07/2014WRL02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The cost associated with the change of name from Bord Gáis Éireann to Ervia is an operational 
matter for the company and not one in which I have a function. However, I did request that the 
company to ensure that any associated rebranding costs would be minimised and that any pub-
licity campaign is appropriate and focussed on avoiding any potential negative safety implica-
tions arising from the name change for the company.

As regards the reasons for the change of name, the Bord Gáis Energy brand is an important 
element of value in the sale of the energy business of Bord Gáis Éireann.  As part of the sale 
agreement, Bord Gáis Éireann will no longer use “Bord Gáis” in the name or brand of either its 
group or network businesses.

In December 2013 the Government approved the change of name of Bord Gáis Éireann 
to “Ervia”.  Provision to give effect to the name change was included in the ESB (Electronic 
Communications Networks) Act 2014 (No. 5 of 2014).  The name “Ervia” was selected by Bord 
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Gáis Éireann to reflect the new mandate for the company, being responsible for the strategic 
national gas networks and water and waste water infrastructure.

01/07/2014WRL02550Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

01/07/2014WRL02600273. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the reason a town (details supplied) in County Wexford was not included in 
the metropolitan area network roll-out when towns similar in size were included; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [28208/14]

01/07/2014WRL02700274. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the criteria used when locating metropolitan area networks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [28209/14]

01/07/2014WRL02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 273 and 274 together. 

Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) are State owned, open access, underground tele-
communications networks, linking the main commercial and public buildings to “co-location 
centres” where service providers locate their telecommunications equipment and access the 
network.  MANs are available to licenced telecoms providers to enable them offer high-speed 
broadband to their retail customers without having to build their own networks. 

88 MANs, covering 94 towns, were constructed under the MANs Programme, at a cost 
of approximately €176m.  The MANs were built in two phases – 28 MANs were constructed 
in Phase I between 2002 and 2004 and 60 MANs covering 66 towns were constructed during 
Phase II between 2006 and 2009.

A Value For Money and Policy Review of Phase I of the MANs Programme in 2007 con-
cluded, inter alia, that the MANs model was not suited to all locations and recommended that 
towns of a significant size or those that had been earmarked for development under the National 
Spatial Strategy (NSS) should be prioritised for future investment under the MANs Programme.

In 2008, an evaluation was carried out on 81 towns with a population in excess of 1,500 
persons (with reference to the 2006 census figures).  These towns included 28 towns that were 
originally planned for inclusion in Phase II, which was paused in December 2007, and the 29 
towns planned for inclusion in Phase III of the Programme. Enniscorthy was one of the towns 
considered for Phase III of the Programme. Each location was evaluated following consultation 
with telecoms operators, Regional Authorities and the IDA and by reference to such criteria as:

- NSS status (hub or gateway town);

- Population;

- Customer demand;

- Regional Authority prioritisation;

- Interconnectivity to other networks. 

The towns that were deemed to be strongest candidates for a MAN were then selected for 
a more detailed analysis, including a capital appraisal.  Enniscorthy was not among the towns 
selected for further analysis.
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The Deputy may wish to note that Enniscorthy is already served by a number of commer-
cial operators, providing broadband services over a diverse range of technology platforms, 
including fixed, wireless and fibre technology.  Details of broadband services available in each 
County, including County Wexford, can be found on a number of websites, including Com-
Reg’s website at www.callcosts.ie, as well as the websites of individual commercial operators.

01/07/2014WRL02850Broadband Services Provision

01/07/2014WRL02900275. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the reason broadband service of at least 100 mbps is not available to busi-
nesses and consumers in the north-eastern Kildare area; the measures that are being rolled out 
to address this issue; if he will provide an update on the progress of the exemplar network; if 
the scheme will be expanded beyond the Dublin area; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28281/14]

01/07/2014WRL03000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Since market liberalisation, the provision of telecommunications services, including broadband 
services are delivered in the first instance through private sector operators who operate in a 
fully liberalised market, regulated by the independent regulator, the Commission for Com-
munications Regulation (ComReg).  The market has developed into a well-regulated market, 
supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a diverse range of 
technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County can be found on 
a number of websites, including the websites of individual commercial operators. 

The National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to radically change 
the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is available to all 
citizens and businesses. This will be achieved by providing:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment; and

- a State-led intervention for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway and in 
some instances have been accelerated in both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband 
services.  Commercial operators combined have either invested, or committed to invest, over 
€2 billion in their Irish networks, delivering high speed broadband to homes and businesses. 

As a result of this accelerated investment the addressable area required by the State-led in-
tervention has been reduced by 30% since the National Broadband Plan was launched.  While 
the commercial developments are welcome the acceleration of investment is largely contained 
to cities and towns.  Consequently, the speeds that are available in these areas are demonstrably 
better than those that are available in more rural areas. 

On 25 April last, I signalled the Government’s commitment to a major telecommunications 
network build-out to rural Ireland, with fibre as the foundation of its investment, as part of the 
State-led intervention under the National Broadband Plan.  This commitment is a clear expres-
sion of Government’s determination to address the connectivity challenge in rural Ireland in a 
meaningful and sustainable way. 

Central to the strategy will be a long term, future proofed infrastructure build with next gen-
eration backhaul infrastructure (likely to be primarily fibre based) as the key component under-
pinning whatever access technology delivers the service (fixed or wireless).  This infrastructure 
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build will extend to locations in every county in the State identified as having no existing or 
planned enabling fibre network.  It will be part of an end-to-end strategy that will address all 
parts of Ireland that cannot access commercial high speed broadband services

A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my Department which will identify 
those areas that will require a State intervention.  I have published a county-by-county list of 
towns and villages which have already been identified for a fibre build-out.  This list is avail-
able on my Department’s website, www.dcenr.gov.ie. Currently, a total of 18 areas in County 
Kildare have been identified as requiring an intervention.  This is an indicative list and is subject 
to the completion of the mapping exercise. Further locations may be identified as this process 
continues.  Similarly, it may be determined that some locations on the list will be addressed by 
the commercial sector and will therefore not require State intervention.  I expect that this map-
ping exercise will be concluded in the autumn. 

I would point out that the EU Commission’s guidelines on State aid for high speed broad-
band infrastructure preclude Member States from intervening in regions in which private in-
vestors have demonstrated plans to roll out their own infrastructure within the following three 
years.  In this regard, I understand that at least one network operator has published a programme 
to roll out 39 fibre-based broadband networks in County Kildare, by July 2016.

In tandem with the completion of the mapping exercise, intensive design and planning work 
is ongoing in my Department with a view to producing a detailed end to end strategy for the 
State led intervention.  It is my intention to conduct a full public consultation on the outcome of 
the mapping process and the proposed strategy. EU State aid clearance will also be required for 
the intervention once finalised.  This will be followed by a detailed procurement process with 
a view to commencing construction of the fibre network and provision of services in identified 
areas as quickly as possible.

In 2009, with the publication of the Technology Actions to Support the Smart Economy 
report, my Department identified the possibility of significant economic potential from first 
mover use of new types of flexible networking technology in a research context.  To this end 
it put in place the first phase of the Exemplar programme, a test bed facility based on one such 
new and advanced Irish technology - Optical Packet Switching and Transport (OPST) from 
Intune Networks.  My Department continues to engage with researchers on an ongoing basis on 
research projects employing the OPST technology. 

The Exemplar test-bed is available to research institutions and commercial companies 
throughout Ireland who have been using it to develop and trial new technology and innovations, 
with one leading to the establishment of a new enterprise, FAZ Technologies.  The test-bed has 
also been used for several large EU funded research projects including FINESCE, ENVIROFI 
and ADDONAS.  The build-out of a network was always intended as a commercial develop-
ment by private industry, rather than one funded by the State and while a new network has not 
evolved, researchers and industry continue to make valuable use of the test bed facilities.

01/07/2014WRL03050Irish National Petroleum Company

01/07/2014WRL03100276. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the functions of the Irish National Petroleum Corporation; the funding it receives 
from the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28289/14]

01/07/2014WRL03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Irish National Petroleum Corporation (INPC) is the State company which previously ran the 
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Whitegate refinery and Whiddy Island oil terminal facility.  It has never received Exchequer 
funding.  The refinery and oil terminal facility were sold by the State in 2001 and it has had no 
Chief Executive or employees since then.  The refinery and oil terminal facility are currently 
owned by Phillips 66. 

INPC currently has a Board comprising three non-executive directors.  The Board meets 
regularly, usually on a bi-monthly basis.  There were 7 Board meetings in 2013. 

Any activities undertaken by INPC are currently funded by the balance remaining from the 
sale. Arising out of the proceeds of the 2001 sale, the 2002 INPC Report and Accounts include 
a dividend of €20m to the Exchequer.  Payment of the remaining balance arising from the sale 
is a matter for decision by the INPC Board having regard to its obligations under the Companies 
Acts to retain sufficient assets to meet potential liabilities (chiefly environmental claims). 

The management of INPC is undertaken by the management of the National Oil Reserves 
Agency (NORA) under a service agreement between NORA and INPC.  The principal activ-
ity of the company is the management of the retained assets, liabilities, rights and obligations 
arising from the sale of its business and subsidiaries in 2001 in accordance with the Sale & 
Purchase Agreement (SPA) entered into.   

01/07/2014WRL03250Public Service Obligation Levy Increase

01/07/2014WRL03300277. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the action he will take regarding the proposed increase in the PSO charges which 
is having crippling effects on the cost of electricity; his views that these increases are putting 
Irish businesses at a competitive disadvantage and are putting jobs at risk; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [28290/14]

01/07/2014WRL03400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Public Service Obligation (PSO) levy has been in place since 2001 and is the overall sup-
port mechanism for generation constructed for security of supply purposes (including peat gen-
eration), and for the development of renewable electricity.  The levy is designed to compensate 
electricity suppliers for the additional costs they incur by purchasing electricity generated by 
these producers. 

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) determines the PSO levy which is a charge 
on all electricity customers without exception.  The legal basis for the PSO levy and its method 
of calculation are set out in Regulations made under the Electricity Regulation Act 1999 (S.I. 
217 of 2002).  The proposed annual PSO levy amount for 2014/2015 is €327.7 million.  This 
equates to €63.01 per annum for residential customers, €215.94 per annum for small to medium 
sized business customers and €33.38/kVA for medium and large customers.

The biggest driver for the proposed levy rise for 2014-15 is the lower predicted wholesale 
market electricity price, which is currently estimated to be around 10% lower than last year.  
This results in lower predicted market income for the PSO plants and, therefore, a higher levy 
is required to cover the allowed costs.  The lower wholesale electricity price is currently being 
driven by the lower international gas prices in evidence since spring 2014.  This drives up the 
proposed PSO levy.  However, if these lower gas and wholesale prices are sustained for the 
coming months, it should help to reduce the wholesale cost of electricity that suppliers pay and, 
in turn, should enable those suppliers to reduce their retail prices and potentially offset the PSO 
levy increase.

The increased costs to industry and households arising from the PSO levy are of concern to 
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me and I have contacted the CER in this regard.  As the main reason for the increase in the levy 
is a decrease in wholesale electricity prices, I have asked the CER to be vigilant in its market 
monitoring and to focus particularly on the impact that the reduction in the wholesale price of 
electricity has on retail prices.  

01/07/2014WRL03450Bord Gáis Privatisation

01/07/2014WRL03500278. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the costs associated with the change of name of Bord Gáis Éireann to Ervia; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28315/14]

01/07/2014WRL03600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The cost associated with the change of name from Bord Gáis Éireann to Ervia is an operational 
matter for the company and not one in which I have a function. However, I did request that the 
company ensure that any associated rebranding costs would be minimised and that any public-
ity campaign is appropriate and focussed on avoiding any potential negative safety implications 
arising from the name change for the company.

As regards the reasons for the change of name, the Bord Gáis Energy brand is an important 
element of value in the sale of the energy business of Bord Gáis Éireann. As part of the sale 
agreement, Bord Gáis Éireann will no longer use “Bord Gáis” in the name or brand of either its 
group or network businesses.

In December 2013 the Government approved the change of name of Bord Gáis Éireann 
to “Ervia”.  Provision to give effect to the name change was included in the ESB (Electronic 
Communications Networks) Act 2014 (No. 5 of 2014).  The name “Ervia” was selected by Bord 
Gáis Éireann to reflect the new mandate for the company, being responsible for the strategic 
national gas networks and water and waste water infrastructure.   

01/07/2014WRL03650Inland Fisheries Ireland Expenditure

01/07/2014WRL03700279. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he is satisfied that all projects carried out with financial assistance from 
Inland Fisheries Ireland’s salmon conservation fund over the period from 2007 to 2013 were the 
subject of the required screening statements and or full appropriate assessments where the proj-
ects in question were located in or adjacent to areas or rivers designated under the Natura 2000 
environmental regulations; where these statements and assessments may be viewed; if they are 
not published and publicly available, if he will state the specific public interest for withholding 
them from publication; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28331/14]

01/07/2014WRL03800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resourc-
es (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that the Salmon 
Conservation Fund commenced in 2007 in which IFI were requested to prepare and undertake 
suitable qualifying projects for the rehabilitation of wild Atlantic Salmon stocks.  This process 
was opened up to contributors to the fund in 2010 (anglers and commercial fishermen).  The 
current protocol for all suitable qualifying projects is to check whether all qualifying projects 
are contained within a Natura 2000 site.  The Deputy will appreciate that projects proposed and 
undertaken under the Salmon Conservation Fund are undertaken throughout the country, often 
by small angling clubs and local communities, and that IFI strives to achieve full compliance 
by clubs and communities with relevant regulations in projects while avoiding an unreasonable 
regulatory burden.



Questions - Written Answers

228

Any proposed project deemed to be impacting within a Natura 2000 site is requested by IFI 
to submit project proposals to the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) for that body 
to ensure any works proposed are not impacting on Europe’s most valuable and threatened 
habitats and species.  Screening statements and / or full appropriate assessments are undertaken 
only if instructed by the NPWS. 

Such screening statements and/ or full appropriate assessments are not routinely published 
but are available on request from IFI.   

01/07/2014WRL03850Inland Fisheries Ireland Staff

01/07/2014WRL03900280. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 92 of 11 June 2014, and in view of his 
admission that Inland Fisheries Ireland is not in a position to edit or control the content of direct 
posts to its Facebook page, if in his view the hosting of such posts on the IFI Facebook page 
has exposed his Department and the State to undue legal and financial risk, having regard to the 
intemperate and potentially defamatory nature of much of the material displayed.  [28332/14]

01/07/2014WRL04000281. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he is satisfied that the hosting by Inland Fisheries Ireland of directs posts, 
created by staff members of IFI and containing comments regarding issues in respect of which 
IFI has a statutory function, is in accordance with the provisions of the Ethics in Public Office 
legislation; his views that this practice by IFI and its employees has gone some way towards 
undermining their public standing and by extension the standing of his Department and himself; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28333/14]

01/07/2014WRL04100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos. 280 and 281 together.  

I refer the Deputy to the reply provided to Question No. 92 of 11 June 2014.  The position 
remains as set out in that reply. IFI has a remit, inter alia , to promote inland fisheries.  IFI, in 
common with a range of State Agencies and other organisations, participates in social media 
in order to engage individuals and organisations in its core business areas.  IFI posts on its 
Facebook page news and information on events and developments of interest to anglers and 
other stakeholders.  It also posts commentary from Regional and National media on matters of 
interest. 

I am advised that IFI have over 4,900 ‘Likes’ on their Facebook page each of which, in ac-
cordance with the manner in which social media works, then becomes a potential gateway to 
the Facebook page of the individual or organisation which posted the ‘Like’ in the first instance.  
IFI or indeed any public body is not in a position to edit or control the content of these external 
Facebook pages and cannot take responsibility for the content of private social media pages.

I would like to refer the Deputy to the IFI Facebook Comment Policy and confirm that all 
posts on the IFI Facebook page are in accordance with this policy.  I am advised that IFI would 
welcome the opportunity to discuss any specific issues directly with the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRM00150Inland Fisheries

01/07/2014WRM00200282. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 94 of 11 June 2014, if he will identify 
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the scientific journal to which the research has been submitted and when it is expected to be 
published; if Inland Fisheries Ireland will supply details of this important environmental infor-
mation in the interim, in accordance with the provisions of the public participation pillar of the 
Aarhus Convention and the access to environmental information pillar. [28334/14]

01/07/2014WRM00300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I can advise the Deputy that further to Question No. 94 of 
11 June 2014 that the scientific paper has been submitted to the journal, “Fisheries Research” 
and is going through the peer review process.  Once published will be made available on the 
IFI website. 

IFI endeavours to publish as much of its scientific research as possible and in that regard the 
ultimate form of publication is in a reputable peer reviewed international scientific journal.  The 
significance of the peer review process in the case of all published papers is that it rigorously 
tests all of the assumptions and statements made in papers and undoubtedly strengthens these 
and clarifies issues.  The paper referred to by the Deputy is currently undergoing the peer review 
process and IFI expect this process to be completed shortly and the paper will be made available 
once published by the Journal.  IFI would welcome the opportunity to have the lead author brief 
the Deputy on the paper before the formal publication by the Journal.

01/07/2014WRM00350Inland Fisheries

01/07/2014WRM00400283. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 96 of 11 June 2014, in which 
he states there was no omission from the list previously supplied, if he will now confirm the 
following facts, that IFI an or its predecessors were co-authors of the SUMBAWS report and 
thus the report itself falls under the scope of PQ 18147/14 and it should have been cited in the 
response; that the scientific paper cited in his response contains data not included in the SUM-
BAWS report as that data was not available at the time of making the SUMBAWS report and 
thus SUMBAWS itself should have been included in the response given to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 110 of 16 April 2014; that the SUMBAWS report contains a large section regarding 
Irish research on sea trout interactions with sea lice and that this research was not cited in any 
other paper or publication from IFI and thus should have been listed in the response given to 
Parliamentary Question No.110 of 16 April 2014; further, on foot of the above the way he can 
contend that there were no omissions in his answers to Parliamentary Question No. 96 of 11 
June 2014 and Parliamentary Question No. 110 of 16 April 2014; and if he will now correct the 
record.  [28335/14]

01/07/2014WRM00500284. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will now instruct his Department and Inland Fisheries Ireland to make 
public the important research findings regarding salmon and sea trout contained within the 
SUMBAWS report. [28336/14]

01/07/2014WRM00600Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions 283 and 284 together. 

I refer the Deputy to the reply to Question No 96 of 11 June 2014.  The position remains as 
set out in that reply and the issue of correcting the record does not arise.

The Deputy originally requested the full title of all pieces of research initiated or on behalf 
of IFI, either separately or collaboratively with other bodies, for each of the years 2003 to 2013.  
The SUMBAWS project was not initiated by, or on behalf of IFI or any of its predecessors.  The 
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then Central Fisheries Board were invited to participate in three of the eight work packages of 
the project, and as I have already clarified the SUMBAWS project was an EU project and was 
coordinated by the University of St. Andrews, Scotland.  The SUMBAWS report was authored 
by Prof. Chris Todd and Dr Neil Hazon of the University of St. Andrews, and it was then sub-
mitted to the EU. 

The IFI research elements of the project were included in the information already supplied 
to the Deputy.  As the Deputy will appreciate as the University of St. Andrews are the project 
Co-ordinators the release of the report and the information contained therein is a matter entirely 
for them.

01/07/2014WRM00650Inland Fisheries

01/07/2014WRM00700285. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 95 of 11 June 2014, if Inland Fisher-
ies Ireland has engaged communication consultants partially for the purpose outlined in that 
question; if so, will he provide details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28337/14]

01/07/2014WRM00800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I refer the Deputy to the reply to question No. 95 of 11 
June 2014.  The position remains unchanged.

01/07/2014WRM00850Broadcasting Service Provision

01/07/2014WRM00900286. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will consider granting multi-year annual funding to TG4, as its funding is 
significantly below similar services in other countries; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28437/14]

01/07/2014WRM01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I refer to the reply to Question No. 130 of 26 June 2014.

01/07/2014WRM01050Natural Gas Grid

01/07/2014WRM01100287. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the percentage of Irish households that have access to the gas network; the way 
this compares to the European average; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28447/14]

01/07/2014WRM01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Over the past three decades the natural gas network has been steadily developed and expanded 
by Bord Gáis Networks.  Infrastructural developments have ensured that the network is well 
placed to accommodate gas demand in the medium term.  Currently, some 39% of Irish house-
holds are connected to the gas network and a further 18% of households are situated in areas 
which have access to the network.  It should be noted that Ireland has a low population density 
with a large proportion of households living in rural areas, in contrast to the situation in other, 
more densely populated, European countries. 

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the statutory, independent body, charged 
with the assessment and licensing of prospective operators seeking to develop and operate a gas 
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distribution system within the State.  I have no statutory function in relation to the connection 
of new towns or customers to the gas network. 

In 2006 the CER approved a network connections policy which enabled reassessment of 
the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network.  In order for any town to be con-
nected to the gas network, certain economic criteria need to be satisfied as a prerequisite. 

This policy framework provides that, over a certain period, the costs of connecting a town, 
or group of towns, to the network are recouped through the actual economic consumption of gas 
and the associated tariffs.  Uneconomic projects would increase costs for all energy consumers. 

Prior to the roll out of gas to each town, a detailed analysis of the loads within the town 
and the revenues associated with them is carried out by Bord Gais Networks.  There is also a 
requirement to secure a certain level of customers prior to the development commencing. 

I am not aware of any publication by either the EU or the International Energy Agency 
(IEA) which provides information on the percentage of EU households that have access to 
natural gas networks.

01/07/2014WRM01250National Broadband Plan Implementation

01/07/2014WRM01300288. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the correct procedure to advance the case for inclusion of any given area in the fibre 
roll-out plan announced on 25 April; the criteria his Department will use in assessing additional 
areas for inclusion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28521/14]

01/07/2014WRM01400290. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if the industry forum anticipated in the national broadband plan has met; the dates of the 
meetings; the names of the attendees and their organisations; his plans to publish the minutes of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28523/14]

01/07/2014WRM01500293. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources regarding the consultation carried out in 2011 by his Department regarding open access 
fibre ducting and interior cabling for new residential buildings the steps taken to update national 
building, infrastructure design, and local and regional planning regulations to take account of 
the results of this consultation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28526/14]

01/07/2014WRM01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos 288, 290 and 293 together

In June 2011, I established a Next Generation Broadband Taskforce which comprised the 
CEOs of all of the major telecommunications operators in Ireland and a number of smaller op-
erators, together with senior officials from my own Department.  The purpose of the Taskforce 
was to consider how best to facilitate the delivery of high speed broadband by commercial 
operators, the appropriate role that Government could play in supporting commercial deploy-
ment, and to identify the gap in commercial deployment where the Government may have to 
intervene. 

The report of the Taskforce was published in May 2012 and this critically informed the 
Government’s National Broadband Plan which was published in August 2012.  Full details of 
the Taskforce membership and its deliberations are available on my Department’s website. 

Building on the work of the Taskforce, the National Broadband Plan aims to radically 
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change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is available 
to all citizens and businesses.  This will be achieved by providing:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment; and

- a State-led intervention for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Engagement with industry is central to the delivery of the objectives of the National Broad-
band Plan.  Since publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway 
and in some instances have been accelerated in both fixed line and wireless high speed broad-
band services.  Commercial operators combined have either invested, or committed to invest, 
over €2 billion in delivering high speed broadband to homes and businesses. 

As a result of this accelerated investment the addressable area required by the State-led in-
tervention has been reduced by 30% since the National Broadband Plan was launched. 

On 25 April last, I signalled the Government’s commitment to a major telecommunications 
network build-out to rural Ireland, with fibre as the foundation of its investment, as part of the 
State-led intervention under the National Broadband Plan.  This commitment is a clear expres-
sion of Government’s determination to address the connectivity challenge in rural Ireland in a 
meaningful and sustainable way. 

Central to the strategy will be a long term, future proofed infrastructure build with next 
generation backhaul infrastructure (likely to be primarily fibre based) as the key component un-
derpinning whatever access technology delivers the service (fixed or wireless).  This infrastruc-
ture build will extend to locations in every county in the State as having no existing or planned 
enabling fibre network.  It will be part of an end-to-end strategy that will address all parts of 
Ireland that cannot access commercial high speed broadband services. 

A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my Department, working closely with 
telecommunications service providers.  This exercise will identify those areas that will require 
a State intervention.  I have published a county-by-county list of towns and villages which have 
already been identified for a fibre build-out.  This list is available on my Department’s website, 
www.dcenr.gov.ie.  This is an indicative list and is subject to the completion of the mapping 
exercise.  Further locations may be identified as this process continues.  Similarly, it may be 
determined that some locations on the list will be addressed by the commercial sector and will 
therefore not require a State intervention.  I would point out that the EU Commission’s guide-
lines for the application of State aid rules precludes Member States from intervening in regions 
in which private investors have demonstrated plans to roll out their own infrastructure within 
the following three years. 

I have recently launched a stakeholder consultation on the implementation of the State-led 
intervention.  This consultation, among other things, seeks views on the proposed criteria to 
be used in finalising those locations which require a State intervention.  The outcome of this 
consultation will enable finalisation of the mapping exercise, which I expect will be concluded 
in the autumn. 

In tandem with the completion of the mapping exercise, intensive design and planning work 
is ongoing in my Department with a view to producing a detailed end to end strategy for the 
State led intervention.  As part of this process consideration will be given to appropriate mea-
sures to respond to aggregated community demand for services.  It is my intention to conduct a 
full public consultation on the outcome of the mapping process and the proposed strategy once 
finalised. 
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Engagement with industry is therefore ongoing and is likely to intensify over the coming 
months.  Separately, my Department is continuing to meet with industry to address practical 
measures aimed at facilitating commercial deployment of broadband infrastructure services.  
Issues such as road openings and planning have been progressed as part of this initiative.  It 
is planned to publish recommendations on open access fibre ducting and interior cabling for 
new residential buildings later this year, which should further facilitate deployment of services.  
Industry is also working with the Department in the rollout of various initiatives under the Na-
tional Digital Strategy.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all citizens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

01/07/2014WRM01650Broadband Services Provision

01/07/2014WRM01700289. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 534 and 535 of 11 June 2013, if his officials 
have ascertained from 3 the services that will be available in NBS areas after August 2014, 
particularly relating to mobile download limits and satellite fees; if 3 has given any continuing 
commitment in relation to the mobile base stations deployed under the scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28522/14]

01/07/2014WRM01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department entered into a contract in late 2008 with Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd (trading 
as “3”) for the delivery of the NBS.  The Scheme has facilitated the availability of a basic, af-
fordable broadband service to fixed residences and businesses located within 1,028 Electoral 
Divisions across 25 Counties.  In accordance with the EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme, 
the NBS intervention was for a limited duration and accordingly, the contract is due to expire 
on 25th August 2014. 

“3” have confirmed to my Department that it will continue to provide coverage throughout 
the areas covered under the Scheme, on a commercial basis.  Furthermore, I understand that “3” 
plan to extend 4G coverage to these areas over the coming years.

Following expiry of the NBS contract and the cessation of the services specified under the 
contract, “3” will offer customers in NBS areas the same mobile broadband plans and tariffs, 
as those offered throughout its commercial footprint.  I understand that such plans include the 
option of a 15GB and a 60GB monthly data limit.

With reference to the provision of services to NBS satellite customers, which have been pro-
vided under the NBS contract via a third party supplier, I understand that commercially confi-
dential negotiations are ongoing to ensure that these customers are offered a satellite broadband 
service on a commercial basis.  Until such time as these negotiations are finalised, I am not in a 
position to provide any further information. 

I understand that each NBS mobile and satellite broadband customer will receive an indi-
vidual letter from “3” in the next few weeks, informing them of the expiry of the NBS contract, 
the service options available to them as well as the opportunity to decline the services offered 
without penalty, should they so wish. 

The NBS, combined with private investment, allowed Ireland to meet the EU Commission’s 
“Digital Agenda for Europe” target of having a basic broadband service available to all areas 
by 2013.  The focus now is on ensuring that rural Ireland enjoys similar opportunities to urban 
areas in terms of access to high speed connectivity.  In this regard, the next phase of Ireland’s 
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broadband evolution is focused on the delivery of the State-led intervention under the National 
Broadband Plan.

On 25 April last, I signalled the Government’s commitment to a major telecommunications 
network build-out to rural Ireland, with fibre as the foundation of its investment.  This commit-
ment is a clear expression of Government’s determination to address the connectivity challenge 
in rural Ireland in a meaningful and sustainable way.

Central to the strategy will be a fibre build-out to locations in every county in the State iden-
tified as having no existing or planned enabling fibre network.  It is intended that the fibre will 
be delivered directly to access points for homes and businesses, where service providers can 
utilise the fibre to provide high speed services to end users.  The fibre build out will be part of 
an end-to-end strategy that will address all parts of Ireland that cannot access commercial high 
speed broadband services.

A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my Department which will identify 
those areas that will require a State intervention.  I have published a county-by-county list of 
towns and villages which have already been identified for a fibre build-out.  This list is avail-
able on my Department’s website, at www.dcenr.gov.ie.  This is an indicative list and is subject 
to the completion of the mapping exercise.  Further locations may be identified as this process 
continues.  Similarly, it may be determined that some locations on the list will be addressed by 
the commercial sector and will therefore not require State intervention.  I expect that this map-
ping exercise will be concluded in the autumn. 

In tandem with the completion of the mapping exercise, intensive design and planning work 
is ongoing in my Department with a view to producing a detailed end to end strategy for the 
State led intervention.  It is my intention to conduct a full public consultation on the outcome of 
the mapping process and the proposed strategy. EU State aid clearance will also be required for 
the intervention once finalised.  This will be followed by a detailed procurement process with 
a view to commencing construction of the fibre network and provision of services in identified 
areas as quickly as possible.

  Question No. 290 answered with Question No. 288.

01/07/2014WRM01950National Broadband Plan Implementation

01/07/2014WRM02000291. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the national broadband plan, the progress made with the undertaking 
to modernise the existing wireless telegraphy legislation; his plans to conduct a relevant public 
consultation; his views on whether he can have comprehensive legislation in place before the 
end of 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28524/14]

01/07/2014WRM02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The National Broadband Plan, in addition to containing clear commitments regarding address-
ing market failure in the provision of high-speed broadband services to all parts of the country, 
also sets out specific targets in relation to a number of complementary measures aimed at accel-
erating commercial investment.  These include, inter alia, a review of national spectrum policy 
and possible amendments to the existing Wireless Telegraphy Act 1926 if deemed necessary.

My Department has commenced the review of national spectrum policy and I expect to be 
in a position to issue a public consultation document on the matter this month.  The review will 
deal with a broad range of issues relating to policy in the use of spectrum while respecting the 
role of ComReg as independent Regulator with responsibility for the management of spectrum 
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on a day-to-day basis. 

Given the potential scale of the task I do not anticipate being in a position to bring forward 
any proposed legislative changes this calendar year.

01/07/2014WRM02150State Bodies

01/07/2014WRM02200292. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if the annual report of ComReg to June 2013 has been received by him or his Depart-
ment; the date on which he will make it available to the public; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28525/14]

01/07/2014WRM02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
ComReg’s Annual Report and Accounts for 2013 has not yet been received in my Department.  
I expect the Report to be sent to me once the Comptroller and Auditor General has completed 
its statutory review of the accounts. 

In line with well-established procedures, ComReg’s Annual Report for 2013 will be pub-
lished once approved by Government.

  Question No. 293 answered with Question No. 288.

01/07/2014WRM02450Private Rented Accommodation Costs and Controls

01/07/2014WRM02500294. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the monthly percentage in variation, not amount from the monthly mean of 
rental accommodation scheme reviews issued in the preceding twelve months in which the 
relevant data is available.  [27828/14]

01/07/2014WRM02600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As my Department does not hold data on rent reviews, the 
information sought is not available. 

01/07/2014WRM02650Water Charges Exemptions

01/07/2014WRM02700295. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will support the inclusion of Alzheimer’s and other related dementias 
on the list of medical conditions for which water charges will be capped (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28106/14]

01/07/2014WRM02800322. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding capping water charges (details supplied). [28195/14]

01/07/2014WRM02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 295 and 322 together.   

With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services.  The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its custom-
ers in receipt of water services provided by it.  The Act also provides that responsibility for the 
independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting the inter-
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ests of customers. 

The Government has decided, following consideration of proposals in relation to the fund-
ing model for Irish Water, to provide a free allowance of 30,000 litres of water supplied and 
waste water treated per annum for a primary residence on a public supply.  The Government 
has also decided to provide for an additional free allowance to cover the normal usage of water 
services by every child in their primary residence based on the same qualifying conditions as 
child benefit, such that water charges will in effect only apply to adults in such households.  The 
Government has also decided that bills will be capped at the relevant assessed charge level for 
those customers with particular medical conditions which necessitate high water usage.  Quali-
fying medical conditions will be set out, following consultation with the Minister for Health 
and the Health Services Executive. 

In addition to the above, the Government has agreed to put in place further affordability 
measures to assist pensioners, persons with disabilities, and carers who receive the Household 
Benefits Package.  The conditions and administrative approach to this additional measure will 
be developed by the Department of Social Protection.   

01/07/2014WRM02950Water Services Provision

01/07/2014WRM03000296. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding the Bandon main drainage scheme; the commencement and 
completion dates; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28350/14]

01/07/2014WRM03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for the delivery of water services capital 
infrastructure.  Irish Water has recently published its Proposed Capital Investment Plan for 
2014 – 2016 and this is available on the Irish Water website, www.water.ie .

The further progression of all water services capital projects including the Bandon Sewer-
age Scheme is now a matter for Irish Water to consider.

Irish Water has confirmed to my Department that it has established a dedicated team to deal 
with representations and queries from public representatives.  The team can be contacted via an 
email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278.

01/07/2014WRM03150Departmental Funding

01/07/2014WRM03200297. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will ensure that there will not be any cuts in funding in respect of 
an organisation (details supplied) that they need from the Government for this year’s budget. 
[28404/14]

01/07/2014WRM03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department currently provides direct funding to the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
(SVP) under two programme areas - the Community and Voluntary Pillar and the Local and 
Community Development Programme.  The level of funding to be provided to the organisation 
for 2014 under both programmes is being maintained at 2013 levels. 

I can also confirm that the Department’s 2014 National Homelessness budget, under which 
SVP receive indirect funding, is also being maintained at the same level as 2013.  The Depart-
ment does not fund any homelessness service directly but provides funding to housing au-
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thorities towards the operational costs of homeless accommodation and related services under 
Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988.  Under funding arrangements introduced in 2011, respon-
sibility for the rigorous assessment, appraisal and decision making in relation to proposals for 
funding of particular homeless services within the current budgetary allocation rests with the 
homelessness statutory management group of the respective region. 

Future funding will be decided as part of the annual Estimates process.

01/07/2014WRM03350Maoiniú Údarás na Gaeltachta

01/07/2014WRM03400298. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den an Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais 
Áitiúil an bhfuil sé i gceist anois go mbeidh Údarás na Gaeltachta ag dul in iomaíocht leis na 
Coistí Áitiúla Forbartha Pobail (LCDC’s) don chéad sciar eile do mhaoiniú Leader/Forbairt Po-
bail Tuaithe le haghaidh cuid dá mhaoiniú nó an mbeidh a chuid maoinithe ag teacht go hiomlán 
ó Roinn na Gaeltachta. [28414/14]

01/07/2014WRM03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Maidir le gnéithe nua LEADER den Chlár Forbartha Tuaithe 2014-2020, cuirfear na 
gnéithe seo i bhfeidhm ag baint úsáid as cur chuige rannpháirteach pobalthreoraithe, sa chaoi 
go dtiocfaidh comhpháirtithe poiblí agus príobháideacha áitiúla le chéile chun gníomhaíochtaí 
pobal-mhaoinithe a mbeidh baint acu leo a phleanáil agus a chur i bhfeidhm agus cinní a dhé-
anamh ina dtaobh.  I gcomhthéacs Chlár LEADER, is iad na Grúpaí Gníomhaíochta Áitiúla a 
chuireann an cur chuige seo i bhfeidhm.  Tá na riachtanais a bhaineann le comhdhéanamh na 
ngrúpaí seo leagtha síos i rialacháin an AE agus ina measc siúd tá riachtanas ann go mbeadh 
cothromaíocht sainiúil ann maidir le dreamanna socheacnamaiocha poiblí agus príobháideacha 
chun an cur chuige pobalthreoraithe a threisiú.  Ní chomhlíonann Údarás na Gaeltachta na 
riachtanais seo agus, dá réir sin, ní bheadh an tÚdarás i dteideal moladh a chur isteach mar 
Ghrúpa Gníomhaíochta Áitiúil faoin gClár.   

Faoin gClár nua, áfach, tá sé ar intinn ag mo Roinn dul i dtreo múnla Grúpa Gníomhaíochta 
Áitiúil a bheadh bunaithe níos mó ar rannpháirtíocht agus ar chomhpháirtíocht agus a thabhar-
faidh na rannpháirtithe tábhachtacha áitiúla le chéile, idir ionadaithe áitiúla agus pobail, rialtais 
áitiúla agus gníomhaireachtaí Stáit, chun réimse seirbhísí poiblí a bheadh pobalbhunaithe agus 
áitiúil a phleanáil agus a sheachadadh ina gceantar féin.  Sa chomhthéacs seo, is féidir breathnú 
ar Údarás na Gaeltachta mar chomhpháirtí an-tábhachtach ar Ghrúpaí Gníomhaíochta Áitiúla 
éigin, agus gach seans go mbeadh ról aige i seachadadh gníomhaíochtaí LEADER i gceantair 
Ghaeltachta ar son na ngrúpaí sin.

Maidir le maoiniú príomhshrutha Údarás na Gaeltachta, is ceist í sin do mo chomhghleacaí, 
an tAire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta.

01/07/2014WRM03550Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Administration

01/07/2014WRM03600299. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the discretion available to local authorities in deciding whether or not to levy inter-
est penalties for late payment of the non-principal private residence charge; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28703/14]

01/07/2014WRM03700340. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if local authorities have the discretion to reduce the amount of the non principal 
private residence charge including fines outstanding by a house owner.  [28416/14]
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01/07/2014WRM03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Question Nos.299 and 340 together.

The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, introduced a €200 annual charge 
on non-principal private residences (NPPR) payable by the owners to the local authority in 
whose area the property concerned is located. 

Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect NPPR charges and late payment 
fees due to it, and all charges and late payment fees imposed and payable to a local authority are 
under the care and management of the local authority concerned.  In this regard, application of 
the legislation in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local authority.

Under section 77 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 I have issued guidance to local 
authorities concerning matters relating to arrears of the NPPR charge and late payment fees to 
ensure that a consistent national approach is adopted.  The guidelines encourage local authori-
ties to take a proactive approach to ensure that any outstanding NPPR liabilities are discharged 
in the most equitable, efficient and economically beneficial manner.  It is expected, in the ma-
jority of cases, that local authorities will collect the full NPPR charge liability from owners.  In 
some cases, this may be by mean s of arrangement by installment.

01/07/2014WRM03850Irish Water Expenditure

01/07/2014WRM03900300. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide the most recent available breakdown, in tabular form, of 
all costs incurred by Irish Water to date, including contracts entered into but not yet paid and 
including specifically itemised figures for each of the following categories of expenditure, sala-
ries and wages, bonuses, recruitment, training, premises acquisition, construction and rental, 
legal fees, external contractors, public relations, entertainment, foreign travel, compulsory pur-
chase orders, land acquisitions, employee benefits-in-kind; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27809/14]

01/07/2014WRM04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water 
services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.  Decisions on 
specific operational expenditure are a matter for the company and I have no role in that regard. 

As part of the conditions attaching to the funding being provided to Irish Water from the 
Local Government Fund in 2014 my Department receives overall cost reports on operational 
and capital expenditure.  The most recent Operating and Capital Expenditure Report shows that 
some €246 million was incurred by Irish Water in operational expenditure and some €140 mil-
lion was incurred on capital expenditure from January 2014 to end April 2014.

Costs incurred by Irish Water will be examined by the Commission for Energy Regulation 
as an integral element of the independent economic regulation of Irish Water.

Irish Water has confirmed to my Department that it has established a dedicated team to deal 
with representations and queries from public representatives.  The team can be contacted via 
email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278.

01/07/2014WRN00150Architectural Qualifications

01/07/2014WRN00200301. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if he will respond positively and promptly to the proposal to operate a voluntary 
register for architectural technologists in Ireland with a view to it becoming statutory subject 
to ministerial approval, to allow those competent architectural technologists on the register to 
act as both the design certifier and assigned certifier alongside registered architects, building 
surveyors and engineers under the BC(A)R. [27817/14]

01/07/2014WRN00300329. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment if he has given further consideration to the status of Chartered Institute of Architectural 
Technologists members being recognised as assigned certifiers; if can assist them further in any 
way to allow them to certify works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28288/14]

01/07/2014WRN00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 301 and 329 together.

It is important, in the first instance, to note that inclusion on the statutory registers of build-
ing professionals is not confined to the members of the professional bodies who act as registra-
tion bodies. Routes to registration already exist for individuals who are competent to design 
buildings and who have been doing so in an unregistered capacity for a significant number of 
years. I understand that each of the three registration bodies responsible for the registration 
of architects, building surveyors and chartered engineers has seen an increase in the level of 
applications for registration as a result of the new opportunities now available to registered 
construction professionals as a result of the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2014. 

A variety of routes to registration exist and Ireland is unique in providing mechanisms for 
those who can demonstrate that they have acquired the requisite experience and competence 
in the design of buildings, to become registered. This would enable a person to sign statutory 
certificates of compliance as provided for under the new regulations. 

My Department has recently given preliminary consideration to the proposals put forward 
in recent weeks by the Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists and by the Royal Insti-
tute of Architects of Ireland for separate voluntary registers of architectural technologists with 
a view to these registers being placed on a statutory footing at a future date. Both bodies have 
been invited to meet with my Department later this month in order to discuss how both sets of 
proposals for the registration and regulation of Architectural Technologists can be progressed.

01/07/2014WRN00450Mortgage Interest Supplement Applications

01/07/2014WRN00500302. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will review the case of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27830/14]

01/07/2014WRN00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The mortgage allowance scheme is administered by the 
local authorities and my Department has no function in relation to the determination of indi-
vidual applications. However, my Department has been in contact with Cork County Council in 
relation to this case and understand that the Council are to review the application.

01/07/2014WRN00650Building Regulations Application

01/07/2014WRN00700303. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the commencement notices 
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are no longer being published at local authorities for viewing by members of the public; his 
plans to rectify same by making the centralised database of commencement notices available 
for inspection online; if he is further planning to include a mechanism to allow an opt-out for 
those not wishing to have their information used by suppliers and marketing companies; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27832/14]

01/07/2014WRN00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Building Control Regulations 1997 to 2014 specify that a local authority acting as 
a building control authority shall keep a public register of building control activity which will 
include, among other things, brief particulars of the building works being undertaken, the name 
and address of the owner, and details of various persons assigned to build, design and certify 
the works.  Prior to 1 March 2014 each authority was responsible for maintaining its own reg-
ister relating to building activity in its own functional area.  The introduction of the new online 
Building Control Management System (BCMS) on that date facilitates the administration of 
the public register requirement by electronic means and dispenses with the need for local au-
thorities to maintain a physical register for inspection at their offices during office hours .   It is 
expected that each local authority will now fulfil its statutory obligation by extracting the rel-
evant information from the BCMS database and publishing on its website a register of building 
control activity relevant to its functional area.

It is understood that the provisions of the Data Protection Acts, which are outside the scope 
of my remit as nister, place clear limits on the use of publicly available data for marketing or 
other purposes.  It is further understood that third parties who propose to use such informa-
tion in this way are themselves considered to be data controllers for the purposes of the Data 
Protection Acts.  Section 2(8) of the Data Protection Acts provides that where a data controller 
anticipates that personal data will be processed or used for the purposes of direct marketing, 
including personal data that is required by law to be made available to the public, the data con-
troller shall inform the persons to whom the data relates so that they may object, by means of a 
request in writing to the data controller and free of charge, to such use. 

Breaches of Data Protection legislation are a matter for the Data Protection Commissioner 
who has the power to investigate such matters and, where appropriate, prosecute offences under   
the Acts. 

01/07/2014WRN00850Water Supply

01/07/2014WRN00900304. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the protocol for dealing with disruptions to water supplies; the procedure in 
place by Irish Water to inform householders as to the measures that have been taken to rectify 
the situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27842/14]

01/07/2014WRN01000305. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason a person (details supplied) in County Donegal received a call 
from Irish Water asking if their water supply issue was resolved three days after they had been 
notified by the householder that their water supply was non-existent; the reason for the delay in 
contacting the householder and his views on whether this is acceptable for Irish Water; and if he 
will take steps to ensure that there is an appropriate procedure in place. [27843/14]

01/07/2014WRN01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 304 and 305 together.

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
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vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. The protocol for 
dealing with disruptions to water supplies is an operational matter for Irish Water and one in 
which I have no function. 

The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that responsibility for the independent eco-
nomic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy Regulation 
(CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting the interests of cus-
tomers.  The Act requires the CER to perform its functions in a manner that best serves the 
interests of the customers of Irish Water. This is similar to the CER’s statutory role in respect of 
the gas and electricity sectors. 

Irish Water has confirmed to my Department that it has established a dedicated team to deal 
with representations and queries from public representatives. The team can be contacted via an 
email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278.

01/07/2014WRN01150Noise Pollution Legislation

01/07/2014WRN01200306. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding noise pollution legislation and the issue of noisy 
neighbours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27862/14]

01/07/2014WRN01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Section 107 of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Act 1992 provides local 
authorities with powers to require measures to be taken to prevent or limit noise from any prem-
ises, processes and works. The Environment Section of the relevant City or County Council is 
the appropriate contact point for reporting a noise nuisance in this regard. In addition, under 
section 108 of the EPA Act, where any noise is so loud, so continuous, so repeated, of such du-
ration or pitch or occurring at such times as to give reasonable cause for annoyance, then it is 
open to any person, or group of persons, to bring a complaint to the District Court. The Court 
may order the person or body making, causing or responsible for the noise to take the measures 
necessary to reduce the noise to a specified level or to take specified measures for the preven-
tion or limitation of the noise and the person or body concerned must comply with that order. 

The procedures involved have been simplified to allow action to be taken without legal 
representation. A public information leaflet, outlining the legal avenues available to persons 
experiencing noise nuisance, is available to download from my Department’s website at the 
following address: www.environ.ie/en/Environment/Noise/ .

The Court may take into account whether the person alleged to have caused a noise nuisance 
took all reasonable care to prevent or limit the noise by using facilities, practices and methods 
of operation that are suitable for that purpose. 

In the case of noise nuisance being caused by individuals in private rented accommodation, 
the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 imposes minimum statutory obligations on landlords and 
tenants of private residential tenancies.  All privately-rented properties must be registered with 
the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB).  One can check if a property is registered by 
contacting the PRTB; contact details can be found on the PRTB website: www.prtb.ie/contact-
us.

Tenant obligations under the 2004 Act include an obligation not to engage, or allow visitors 
to engage, in anti-social behaviour which is defined as including persistent noise that interferes 
with the peaceful occupation of other dwellings in the neighbourhood.  The Act also imposes 
an obligation on landlords to enforce the tenant obligations. There is provision in the Act for 



Questions - Written Answers

242

third parties who are adversely affected by a failure on the part of a landlord to enforce ten-
ant obligations to refer a complaint to the PRTB in accordance with the procedures in the Act.  
However, if an alternative legal course of action is already being pursued, then the PRTB cannot 
intervene.   

In the case of noise nuisance being caused by local authority tenants, a person should con-
tact the relevant local authority.  The tenancy agreement, which is the legal basis of the relation-
ship between the local authority and its tenants, will generally contain provisions in relation to 
the type of behaviour that is acceptable, and that which is not. A local authority is empowered, 
under Section 62 of the Housing Act 1966, to initiate proceedings to secure an eviction where a 
tenant has breached the conditions of the tenancy agreement.

01/07/2014WRN01350Leader Programmes Expenditure

01/07/2014WRN01400307. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the controls that will be in place at local level to ensure that allocation of 
the €250 million Leader funding secured as part of the rural development programme will be 
targeted, cost-effective and efficient; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27881/14]

01/07/2014WRN01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): LEADER, a community led local development (CLLD) approach to rural development, 
has formed part of the policy framework for rural development in Ireland since its inception in 
the 1990s. In the 2007-2013 programming period, LEADER was the main method of the de-
livery of interventions aimed at improving the quality of life in rural areas and supporting the 
diversification of the rural economy through the design and implementation of Local Develop-
ment Strategies (LDS). It has proven to be an effective tool for supporting the economic and 
social development of rural communities by providing resources for communities to support 
their own development. 

The continuation of the LEADER approach in rural areas is critical for the future develop-
ment of rural Ireland. In this context it is the responsibility of my Department to ensure that all 
funding allocated under the LEADER elements of the RDP is compliant with the regulatory 
framework and is expended on the basis of sound financial management practices. My Depart-
ment is currently working on developing the systems required to ensure that the funding is al-
located and spent in the most effective way at a local level for the 2014-2020 period. 

To begin, there will be a two-step Local Action Group selection process that will ensure that 
all entities interested in delivering a LDS has the required capacity to do so. Once the strategy is 
in place, successful delivery entities will be required to put in place a series of systems outlined 
by my Department to support their effective and efficient delivery of the LEADER element of 
the RDP. These systems will include effective decision making practices to ensure that fund-
ing is targeted to maximise its impact. Transparent governance arrangements, sound financial 
management practices and comprehensive appeals mechanisms will also be required in order 
to support the efficient and effective delivery of LEADER interventions. These systems will be 
subject to on-going monitoring by my Department and other entities, including audit authori-
ties, to ensure compliance. 

I believe that the comprehensive nature of the management systems that will be put in place 
to support the delivery of the LEADER elements of the RDP 2014-2020 will ensure that the 
funding will be targeted, cost effective and efficient. 



1 July 2014

243

01/07/2014WRN01550Environmental Protection Agency Remit

01/07/2014WRN01600308. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the Environmental Protection Agency requirements for percolation tests 
will be reviewed in view of the advancement in sewerage treatment systems; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27884/14]

01/07/2014WRN01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Site assessment and testing, including percolation testing and water table testing, have 
been an important part of planning and development administration for many years and are es-
sential elements of the planning application process for new developments , designed to ensure 
that development on suitable sites can proceed while protecting the environment.  The EPA’s 
2009 Code of Practice: Waste Water Treatment Systems Serving Single Houses re-states that 
where the treatment of wastewater from single houses is to be followed by discharge to ground, 
percolation tests are required to determine the suitability (or otherwise) of the soil/subsoil for 
those discharges.  The advancements in treatment technologies do not alter the hydraulic nature 
of the soils.

It should be noted that the Code of Practice provides that where a site is deemed unsuitable 
for discharge to ground, alternative options, such as innovative designs of proprietary waste-
water treatment systems, may be discussed with the relevant planning authority.  The Code of 
Practice also provides that innovative products and technologies may be used in Ireland if they 
have the appropriate certification, are fit for purpose and the conditions in which they are used, 
and meet the performance requirements of   the Code.  In this regard, the EPA under its STRIVE 
(Science, Technology, Research and Innovation for the Environment) research programme has 
funded 3 years of research and analysis into, inter alia, evapo-transpiration systems for use with 
on-site wastewater treatment systems in low permeability soils and subsoils. The final report 
on this research will be published by the EPA in the near future. The EPA has indicated that the 
Code of Practice will be subject to on-going review with regard to emerging on-site wastewater 
treatment system technologies.  The frequency and nature of such reviews are matters for the 
EPA. 

01/07/2014WRN01750Water Charges Exemptions

01/07/2014WRN01800309. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if Irish Water and the CER are considering introducing any mitigating measures 
in terms of the water charges tariff structures for consumers who have expended large sums of 
money on systems to deal with the impact of hard water on household appliances; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27913/14]

01/07/2014WRN01900311. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his Department will make recommendations to the CER and-or Irish Wa-
ter that additional living costs, borne by persons living in hard water areas, are accounted for 
and reflected in the water charge they incur; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27928/14]

01/07/2014WRN02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 309 and 311 together.

With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from each cus-
tomer in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility for 
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the independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting 
the interests of customers.

Under the European Communities (Drinking Water) Regulations 2014, a copy of which is 
available in the Oireachtas library, suppliers of drinking water are required to ensure that the 
water supplied is wholesome and clean. Water which is wholesome and clean is defined as 
water which is free from any micro-organisms and parasites and from any substances which in 
numbers or concentrations constitute a potential danger to human health, and which meets the 
quality standards specified in the Schedule to the Regulations. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the supervisory authority with responsibil-
ity for monitoring Irish Water’s compliance with these Regulations. In the event of non-compli-
ance with the quality standards set out in the Regulations, the water supplier will investigate the 
cause in consultation with the EPA and, if a potential risk to human health exists, with the Health 
Service Executive, to ensure that the appropriate remedial action is taken. This may include the 
prohibition or the restriction (e.g. a boil water notice) of the supply by the water supplier. The 
EPA publishes an annual report on the quality of drinking water supplies in Ireland, which sets 
out details on the numbers of water restrictions and boil water notices. Copies of these reports 
are available in the Oireachtas library or from the EPA website (http://www.epa.ie).

I intend to use my powers under the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 to issue a Water 
Charges Policy Direction to the CER in relation to a number of matters relating to domestic wa-
ter charges including where the quality of water services provided by Irish Water to customers 
is impaired or where services are reduced or restricted. Neither hard water nor the substances 
associated with hard water, such as lime, calcium and magnesium, require the restriction of a 
supply. 

The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 requires the CER to perform its functions in a manner 
that best serves the interests of the customers of Irish Water. This is similar to the CER’s statu-
tory role in respect of the gas and electricity sectors. I fully expect that the CER will consider 
compliance with statutory standards by Irish Water in the discharge of its functions.

01/07/2014WRN02050Septic Tank Registration Scheme

01/07/2014WRN02100310. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the options available for late septic tank registration; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27923/14]

01/07/2014WRN02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): On 25 June 2012 , I signed the Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems ( Registration ) 
Regulations 2012 , prescribing 1 February 2013 as the date by which householders must regis-
ter their domestic wastewater treatment systems. The only exception to this is where construc-
tion or installation of a treatment system takes place after that date. In such cases, the owner 
of the premises connected to the treatment system is obliged to register within 90 days of the 
connection of the premises to the treatment system. 

Registration facilities have been available since 26 June 2012 and have been comprehen-
sively publicised. Owners of domestic wastewater systems who have not yet registered may 
still do so and there are no late payment fees payable (but the discount for early registration no 
longer applies). Registration can be completed via the website www.protectourwater.ie or in 
any local authority office.
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  Question No. 311 answered with Question No. 309.

01/07/2014WRN02250EU Directives

01/07/2014WRN02300312. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the repeal of EU Directive 2004/18/
EC before the tender for the social inclusion and community activation programme was issued; 
and if he will outline the legal basis for the issuing of the tender. [27958/14]

01/07/2014WRN02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The proposals outlined in Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government   seek to position local government “as the primary vehicle of governance and 
public service at local level – leading economic, social and community development, delivering 
efficient and good value services, and representing citizens and local communities effectively 
and accountably”. 

As part of the programme of reform of local government, Local Community Development 
Committees (LCDCs) are being established in all local authority areas. These Committees, 
comprising public-private socio-economic interests, will have responsibility for local and com-
munity development programmes on an area basis, including the Social Inclusion and Com-
munity Activation Programme (SICAP). They will develop, co-ordinate and implement a more 
coherent and integrated approach to local and community development than heretofore, with 
the aim of reducing duplication and overlap and optimising the use of available resources for 
the benefit of citizens and communities.

My Department’s Local and Community Development Programme is the largest social in-
clusion intervention of its kind in the State. The current Programme officially ended at the end 
of 2013 having operated for four years with funding of €281m over that period. It is being 
implemented on a transitional basis for 2014 with a budget of €47m pending the roll out of the 
new SICAP.

In accordance with the Public Spending Code, best practice internationally, legal advice, 
and in order to ensure the optimum delivery of services to clients, the Programme is subject to 
a public procurement process, which is currently underway. 

My Department is obliged to adhere to the rules under Directive 2004/18/EC. Directive 
2014/24/EU on public procurement comes into effect on 18th April 2016. I am satisfied that the 
process underway takes account of all recent developments in the law of procurement.

01/07/2014WRN02450Local and Community Development Programme Project Funding

01/07/2014WRN02500313. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the reason a decision has been made to allow private companies to ten-
der for the provision of local and community developments programmes here when the prac-
tice in other countries across the European Union is not to have the provision of similar such 
programmes open to public tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27959/14]

01/07/2014WRN02600314. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will introduce a derogation to allow tendering for SICAP by national 
organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27964/14]

01/07/2014WRN02700328. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government in view of his proposed changes to NCCWM if the €1.3million which is currently 
funding the NCCWM is available in each county to be applied for under the SICAP; as NC-
CWN employs the co-ordinators in each county should the community groups be applying for 
funding under the name of the NCCWM or each local community group apply in their own 
name; the rights of the employees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28287/14]

01/07/2014WRN02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 313, 314 and 328 together.

The proposals outlined in Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government seek to position local government “as the primary vehicle of governance and pub-
lic service at local level – leading economic, social and community development, delivering 
efficient and good value services, and representing citizens and local communities effectively 
and accountably”. 

As part of the programme of reform of local government, Local Community Development 
Committees (LCDCs) are being established in all local authority areas. These Committees, 
comprising public-private socio-economic interests, will have responsibility for local and com-
munity development programmes on an area basis including the Social Inclusion and Commu-
nity Activation Programme (SICAP).  They will develop, co-ordinate and implement a more 
coherent and integrated approach to local and community development than heretofore, with 
the aim of reducing duplication and overlap and optimising the use of available resources for 
the benefit of citizens and communities.

SICAP is one of my key priorities and its budget for next year will be decided in the 2015 
Estimates process. In accordance with the Public Spending Code, best practice internationally, 
legal advice and in order to ensure the optimum delivery of the services to clients, the Pro-
gramme will be subject to a public procurement process, which is currently underway. 

The public procurement process is a competitive process that is open to Local Development 
Companies, other not-for-profit community groups, commercial firms and national organisa-
tions that can provide the services to be tendered for to deliver the new Programme. Joint ap-
plications are encouraged and organisations of varying sizes (for example smaller organisations 
working in consortia with larger organisations) are invited to submit joint applications. Appli-
cants at stage one of the tendering process must demonstrate that they meet the criteria for the 
delivery of services in the Lot(s) applied for. 

Partner Candidates have a role in the delivery and implementation of the programme. All 
such Partner Candidates must be identified in the Qualification Questionnaire   and a contract-
ing arrangement may be required between the Lead Candidate and any Partner Candidates. 
Candidates may rely on the resources of other entities in order to establish the suitability re-
quirements on condition that they can prove to the satisfaction of Pobal that they will have these 
resources at their disposal when necessary. 

I am satisfied that the procurement process underway is in line with best practice and that 
the procurement documentation on e-Tenders contains all the relevant information on the pro-
cess. My Department has no role in the internal operations of companies currently implement-
ing the LCDP and, therefore, does not have a role in relation to staff or employment matters, 
which are for the Board of the company, as the employer, to manage. 

I look forward to the outcome of the procurement process and the roll out of SICAP in Janu-
ary 2015.
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01/07/2014WRN02850Community Development Projects

01/07/2014WRN02900315. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the changes that are being made to community development schemes; the 
number of schemes currently operating in Dublin north east and Dublin north central; the num-
ber of schemes that have closed since 2011 in Dublin north east and Dublin north central; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27969/14]

01/07/2014WRN03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 488 of 13th May 2014 , which sets out the position in 
the matter.

01/07/2014WRN03050Irish Water Administration

01/07/2014WRN03100316. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the issue where a complaint made to Irish Water 
relating to water supply or sewage issues after 5 p.m. is not communicated to Fingal County 
Council through the automated system until after 9 the following morning; the action that he 
will take to facilitate better communication between Irish Water and local authorities; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27982/14]

01/07/2014WRN03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water 
services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. The provision 
of an out of hours service is an operational matter for Irish Water and one in which I have no 
function. However, I have been informed by Irish Water that the availability of an out-of-hours 
service does not impact on response to emergencies. Any queries or issues in relation to water 
supply can be reported directly to Irish Water from anywhere in the country. Any member of 
the public can contact Irish Water by phone to 1890 278 278 (service available 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week) or by email to customerservice@water.ie. Full contact details for Irish Water are 
available on the organisation’s website at www.water.ie.

The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that responsibility for the independent eco-
nomic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy Regulation 
(CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting the interests of cus-
tomers.  The Act requires the CER to perform its functions in a manner that best serves the 
interests of the customers of Irish Water. This is similar to the CER’s statutory role in respect of 
the gas and electricity sectors.

01/07/2014WRN03250Leader Programmes Applications

01/07/2014WRN03300317. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider extending the 1 August deadline for completion of Leader-
funded projects. [28025/14]

01/07/2014WRN03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has allowed LEADER project promoters’ contracts to be extended to 
the 30 September 2014. If an extension of time is required beyond that point it is a matter for 
the relevant Local Action Group (LAG) to present an argument on a case by case basis to my 
Department outlining the circumstances. In any event no extension will be granted beyond the 
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end of November 2014 ,   as LAG contracts expire at end of December 2014. 

01/07/2014WRN03450Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

01/07/2014WRN03500318. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide examples of liabilities for home owners who have not 
discharged their non-principal private residence tax on the 31 August 2014, 1 September 2014, 
1 January 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28048/14]

01/07/2014WRN03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative basis 
for the Non Principal Private Residence (NPPR) Charge. The NPPR Charge of €200 per annum, 
which has since been discontinued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property 
in which the owner did not reside as their normal place of residence. A late payment fee of €20 
per month applies to any undischarged liabilities. The 2009 Act places the Charge under the 
care and management of the local authorities, and its application in particular circumstances is 
a matter for the relevant local authority. 

Part 12 of t he Local Government Reform Act 2014 deals with the collection of undis-
charged liabilities relating to the NPPR charge. The Act provides for a grace period, from 2 
March 2014 to 31 August 2014, during which time no new late penalties will be applied to 
existing liabilities. If payment is not made in full or if settlement terms are not agreed by the 
end of that period, an additional late payment fee of €120 per liability date is applied on 1 Sep-
tember 2014. In addition, the entire NPPR liability is increased by a factor of 50% and frozen.

The table below outlines the liabilities of property owners who have not discharged their 
NPPR Charge and shows the total maximum amount they would be liable for currently and 
what that liability will increase to following the end of the grace period on 31 August 2014 . 
No additional late payment fees will apply in subsequent years as the liability is frozen as of 1 
September 2014.

Liability Year Liability if Payment 
made on or before 31 
August 2014 

Additional Late 
Payment Fee post 31 
August 2014 

Liability if Payment 
made on or after 1 
September 2014 

2009 €1,260 €810 €2,070 
2010 €1,100 €730 €1,830 
2011 €860 €610 €1,470 
2012 €620 €490 €1,110 
2013 €380 €370 €750 
Total €4,220 €3 , 010 €7,230 

It is very much in the interest of non-compliant owners to come forward during the grace 
period to regularise their affairs and to take advantage of this once-off opportunity. The NPPR 
charge is based on self-declaration and therefore the onus is on the property owner themselves 
to register their property and make the payment. Local authorities will be taking a proactive ap-
proach to ensure that any outstanding liabilities are discharged in the most equitable, efficient 
and economically beneficial manner. I am advising all Non-compliant owners should log on to 
www.nppr.ie, or alternatively contact their local authority to arrange to regularise their NPPR 
affairs before 1 September 2014 to avoid incurring additional fees.
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01/07/2014WRN03650Voluntary Sector Funding

01/07/2014WRN03700319. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the announcement will be made regarding funding for the scheme to sup-
port national organisations in the community and voluntary sector 2014-2016; if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that in delaying this announcement small organisations, including 
some dealing with persons with disabilities, have had to put their staff on protective notice with 
redundancies to begin from 30 June onwards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28062/14]

01/07/2014WRN03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and Voluntary Sector 
provides multi-annual funding to national organisations towards core costs associated with the 
provision of services. The new Scheme commenced today all applicants have been notified, and 
my Department has written to the successful organisations to confirm their allocations.

01/07/2014WRN03850Electromagnetic Fields Studies

01/07/2014WRN03900320. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if studies have been conducted regarding the possible emission of microwave 
radiation from smart meters; and if he is satisfied that they present no danger to householders. 
[28092/14]

01/07/2014WRN04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Information in relation to the roll out of Smart Meters is publicly available on the website 
of the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER),   www.cer.ie.  I have no function in relation 
to the roll - out of smart meters.

The issue of the potential health effects of electromagnetic fields was the subject of an 
Expert Group Report commissioned by the Government and published in March 2007. This 
Report, entitled Health Effects of Electromagnetic Fields, is available for download on my 
Department’s website at: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Environment/Environmental-
Radiation/. 

My Department is currently commissioning a study on international developments in non-
ionising radiation (NIR) and electromagnetic fields (EMF) research since the publication of 
the 2007 Report. The study will also examine how the issue of NIR/EMF is dealt with in other 
jurisdictions. A number of national and international experts were invited to submit proposals 
to undertake this work and I expect that a contract will be awarded in the coming weeks, with a 
view to completing the study later this year. 

The results of this study will be used by a Steering Committee, convened and chaired by 
my Department, to make specific proposals relating to the future management of these matters 
including, inter alia, any consequent legislative amendments and provision of appropriate tech-
nical expertise and associated resources. 

01/07/2014WRO00150Irish Water Appointments

01/07/2014WRO00200321. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government if he will review a tender bid by a person (details supplied) in 
County Offaly; and if he will provide a breakdown of the number of existing contractors to local 
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authorities who have been re-employed by Irish Water; and if he will provide a breakdown of 
new contractors winning the bid for the provision of services with the setting up of Irish Water. 
[28175/14]

01/07/2014WRO00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water 
services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. This includes 
responsibility for the procurement of services. I will ask Irish Water to contact the Deputy di-
rectly to discuss this matter.

  Question No. 322 answered with Question No. 295.

01/07/2014WRO00450Local Authority Staff

01/07/2014WRO00500323. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to review the current situation for science qualified staff working in 
local authorities (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28200/14]

01/07/2014WRO00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under section 160 of the Local Government Act 2001, the Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government is empowered to declare appropriate qualifications for a 
specified employment under a local authority or for such of the employments as belong to a 
specified class, description or grade. These qualifications are known as national qualifications 
and are declared following consultation with all key stakeholders. Where qualifications have 
not been declared for a particular post, the above-mentioned legislation also enables a local au-
thority, with my consent, to fix the qualifications for any employment as necessary.  Members 
of staff may apply to enter a confined or open competition for any post where they meet the 
required qualifications as declared. My Department currently is not in receipt of a request to 
review or declare new qualifications for any science-related posts.

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive Officer is re-
sponsible for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions 
of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible. When vacancies arise public bodies 
must reallocate or reorganise work or staff accordingly. Any exceptions to this principle, which 
will arise in very limited circumstances only, require prior sanction. In considering sanction 
requests public safety, maintaining key front line services and economic issues are given prece-
dence as is the requirement to avoid increases in overall staffing levels.

01/07/2014WRO00650Voluntary Housing Sector

01/07/2014WRO00700324. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Clúid Housing Association and 
other approved housing bodies have engaged with Limerick City and County Council and the 
office of regeneration regarding a proposal to both build and retrofit and upgrade housing stock 
in Limerick city; when he will respond to these proposals; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28215/14]

01/07/2014WRO00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the EU Structural and Investment Funds 2014-
2020, support will be provided under the European Regional Development Fund for a number 
of investment priorities within the thematic objectives set out in the relevant EU Regulation. 
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Investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy use in public infrastructure, including 
social housing, through the thematic objective of supporting the shift towards a low-carbon 
economy, is among the eligible measures for ERDF co-funding under the Regional Operational 
Programmes 2014-2020.

My Department has submitted a proposal costing €100 million under the South and East 
Operational Programme 2014-2020 for the deep retrofitting of 2,000 older apartments and flats, 
of which 1,500 are in Dublin, 300 in Cork and 200 in Limerick. It is proposed that 50% of the 
cost would be met by way of loan finance from the European Investment Bank to a number of 
Approved Housing Bodies (AHB’s) who would undertake the retrofitting works and manage 
and maintain the properties on behalf of the local authorities. The balance of the funding would 
be met by way of a 25% capital contribution by the Exchequer and a 25% grant from the ERDF.

It is intended that a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), representative of the participating local 
authorities and AHB’s, the Housing Finance Agency and my own Department, will be estab-
lished to manage the investment programme and oversee its implementation. However, the 
setting up of the SPV and the determination of appropriate governance and administrative ar-
rangements, as well as consideration of further proposals of this nature, is contingent on the 
outcome of this proposal.

My Department is working closely with the Office of Regeneration, Limerick City and 
County Council and the Irish Council for Social Housing with a view to progressing proposals 
for the active involvement of the Approved Housing Bodies in the retrofitting and construction 
of replacement housing in the Limerick regeneration areas. Outside of these arrangements, I 
understand that service level agreements are currently being negotiated between the Council 
and Clúid Housing Association with regard to the future management and maintenance of some 
recently completed housing projects.

01/07/2014WRO00850Anti-Social Behaviour

01/07/2014WRO00900325. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 382 of 11 February 2014, in strengthening 
the powers given to local authorities to deal with instances of anti-social behaviour the way 
this will impact on the day to day administration within housing offices across the country; his 
views on how effective or ineffective current measures are; the powers that will be given to the 
local authorities; the estimated time frame for the delivery of these strengthened powers; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [28271/14]

01/07/2014WRO01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Housing authorities have substantial powers under the 
Housing Acts 1966 to 2014 to manage their housing stock, including countering anti-social 
behaviour, including the power to seek a court order excluding a person engaged in anti-social 
behaviour from entering a local authority dwelling or estate for a period of up to 3 years. A 
housing authority is also empowered to refuse to allocate, or to refuse to sell, a dwelling to such 
a person. At the policy level, every housing authority has a statutory duty to adopt and review 
an anti-social behaviour strategy for the prevention and reduction of anti-social behaviour in 
its housing stock, which must provide for co-operation with other relevant bodies, notably An 
Garda Síochána.

The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2014 currently progressing through the 
Oireachtas includes a revised procedure to replace section 62 of the Housing Act 1966, enabling 
housing authorities to recover possession of their dwellings from households in serious breach 
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of their tenancy agreements, including because of engaging in anti-social behaviour. This will 
bring legislation in this regard into line with the European Convention on Human Rights Act, 
and in that context provide a fairer and more transparent procedure in respect of possessions 
providing appropriate safeguards for tenants, that were not there previously, where there is a 
dispute as to the facts of the case. The Bill also includes provisions that will strengthen the 
powers of housing authorities in relation to excluding orders and in this regard will extend the 
current prohibition to cover a specified place or area where there is at least one local authority 
house.

I anticipate that the Bill will be enacted by the summer recess and believe that the provisions 
will allow for an improved mechanism that will serve the interests of both tenants and local 
authorities, while meeting the highest standards of the human and civil rights of all concerned.

01/07/2014WRO01050Traveller Community

01/07/2014WRO01100326. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 689 of 25 March 2014, if he will ring-fence 
Traveller funds to ensure they will be used to fund Traveller projects; if he will confirm the NTP 
will be able to draw down this money for local Traveller organisations; his views that without 
local Traveller-led projects travellers will be further marginalised; if he will acknowledge that it 
is vital that the community development work which has taken place of the last number of years 
is not lost; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28272/14]

01/07/2014WRO01200339. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government with regard to the newly announced social inclusion community activation 
programme, acknowledging that groups and organisations will in the future have to competi-
tively tender locally to deliver work under SICAP, and that the National Collective of Com-
munity Based Women’s Networks, which has a budget of €1.3 million, with 17 projects that 
engage 36,589 women, and an organisation which is and always has been volunteer managed 
and led is facing discontinued work with women from disadvantaged communities and extreme 
losses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28405/14]

01/07/2014WRO01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 326 and 339 together.

The proposals outlined in Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government seek to position local government “as the primary vehicle of governance and pub-
lic service at local level – leading economic, social and community development, delivering 
efficient and good value services, and representing citizens and local communities effectively 
and accountably”.

As part of the programme of reform of local government, Local Community Development 
Committees (LCDCs) are being established in all local authority areas. These Committees, 
comprising public-private socio-economic interests, will have responsibility for local and com-
munity development programmes on an area basis, including the Social Inclusion and Com-
munity Activation Programme (SICAP).  They will develop, co-ordinate and implement a more 
coherent and integrated approach to local and community development than heretofore, with 
the aim of reducing duplication and overlap and optimising the use of available resources for 
the benefit of citizens and communities.

SICAP is one of my key priorities and its budget for next year will be decided in the 2015 Es-
timates process. In accordance with the Public Spending Code, best practice internationally, le-
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gal advice and in order to ensure the optimum delivery of the services to clients, the Programme 
will be subject to a public procurement process, which is currently underway. The SICAP aim 
is to reduce poverty, promote social inclusion and equality through local, regional and national 
engagement and collaboration.  I am confident that supports for the most disadvantaged in our 
society, such as Travellers and disadvantaged women, will continue under SICAP.

01/07/2014WRO01350Water Services Provision

01/07/2014WRO01400327. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the progress he is making regarding solving the water shortage problem in Dublin; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28285/14]

01/07/2014WRO01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since 1st January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for the delivery of water services 
capital infrastructure. Irish Water has recently published its Proposed Capital Investment Plan 
for 2014 – 2016 and this is available on the Irish Water website, www.water.ie. The further pro-
gression of all water services capital projects is now a matter for Irish Water to consider.  Irish 
Water has confirmed to my Department that it has established a dedicated team to deal with 
representations and queries from public representatives. The team can be contacted via an email 
to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278.

  Question No. 328 answered with Question No. 313.

  Question No. 329 answered with Question No. 301.

01/07/2014WRO01750Seniors Alert Scheme

01/07/2014WRO01800330. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the funding avenues available for elderly persons who require a personal alarm 
monitor, for persons who have had to discontinue a landline telephone service subsequent to the 
subsidy being discontinued in the latest budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28309/14]

01/07/2014WRO01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme aims to encourage community support for vulnerable older 
people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of limited means, to continue to live se-
curely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind. The Scheme is admin-
istered by local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department. Personal 
monitored alarms are now available using mobile technology and these alternative systems may 
also be funded at a similar rate when the sponsoring Community Group is satisfied that it meets 
the requirements of the beneficiary. It will be a matter for the sponsoring Community Group to 
satisfy itself that a system using mobile technology provides reliable coverage in its area. Mo-
bile type devices currently on offer do not provide full mobile phone functionality and therefore 
are not a replacement for a telephone.

01/07/2014WRO01950Register of Electors

01/07/2014WRO02000331. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will reform the voter registration process to facilitate online registra-
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tion and the creation of an electoral commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28321/14]

01/07/2014WRO02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In law, the preparation of the Register of Electors is a matter for each local registration 
authority. It is their duty to ensure, as far as possible and with the cooperation of the public, 
the accuracy and comprehensiveness of the register. There are no plans for the introduction of 
online registration to replace the existing arrangements.  The Government is committed to the 
establishment of an Electoral Commission to subsume some of the functions of existing bodies 
and my Department, including provisions in respect of the electoral register. Matters associated 
with the registration process, including recommendations for change to the legislative provi-
sions or to the arrangements for voter registration, would be appropriate for consideration by 
the Electoral Commission.

01/07/2014WRO02150Housing Issues

01/07/2014WRO02200332. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to support students in accessing affordable accommodation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28327/14]

01/07/2014WRO02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I presume that the question is referring primarily to the 
shortage of suitable, affordable, rental accommodation for students and young professionals, 
particularly in some urban centres.  The most recent data from the Private Residential Tenancies 
Board (PRTB) Rent Index and from the Daft.ie Rental Report show the extent of rising rents, 
particularly in Dublin and the major cities. In Dublin, rents for houses increased by 6.7% annu-
ally, and for apartments the figure was 10.3%. The fundamental reason behind the rise in rents is 
a lack of supply. In 2006, some 93,419 housing units were completed across the country, 19,470 
of them in Dublin. In 2013, a total of 8,301 homes were completed nationally , with just 1,360 
in Dublin. The volume of activity in residential building and construction remains less than half 
of the volume seen in the year 2000.

Increasing both public and private housing supply is a critical issue and the Government’s 
Construction 2020 Strategy, published on 14 May 2014, is a blueprint for a properly functioning 
and sustainable construction sector. It provides for a strategic approach to the provision of hous-
ing based on real and measured demand and addresses the full range of relevant issues includ-
ing the planning process, financing, access to mortgage finance and the construction workforce. 
Resolution of the housing supply situation is the key element in restoring stability to the market 
but I recognise that the provision of additional units of housing takes time. Consequently, I have 
asked the Private Residential Tenancies Board to carry out a focused piece of research that will 
explore options to address the difficulties being experienced in segments of the private rented 
sector due to rising rents and to report back to me with policy recommendations before the end 
of June. My goal is to achieve stability and sustainability in the market for the benefit of tenants, 
landlords and society as a whole.

01/07/2014WRO02350Tenant Purchase Scheme Administration

01/07/2014WRO02400333. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to reintroduce the tenant purchase scheme to allow tenants in rented 
local authority houses to purchase their homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[28354/14]

01/07/2014WRO02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2014, which 
has passed all stages in the Dáil , and for which Second Stage will be taken in the Seanad today, 
will, among other things, underpin a new tenant purchase scheme to replace the 1995 scheme 
for existing local authority houses, which closed for new applications at the end of 2012. The 
new scheme will be broadly similar to the two incremental purchase schemes currently in oper-
ation, relating to newly built local authority houses and local authority apartments respectively. 
I expect that the Bill will be enacted by the summer, following which I will prescribe the com-
mencement date and the detailed terms of the scheme.

01/07/2014WRO02550Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

01/07/2014WRO02600334. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if any discussions have been held with the Department of Finance regard-
ing extending the home renovation tax incentive to the private rented sector for landlords who 
commit to accepting rent supplement or housing assistance payment tenants for a period, the 
tax incentive being only available if tenants are retained for a specific period of time; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28380/14]

01/07/2014WRO02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The operation of the rent supplement scheme is entirely 
a matter for my colleague the Minister for Social Protection. While my Department continues 
to discuss legal and policy matters in relation to the new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) 
scheme with the Revenue Commissioners, there have been no discussions to date with the De-
partment of Finance in respect of the home renovation tax incentive and the HAP.

01/07/2014WRO02750Energy Conservation

01/07/2014WRO02800335. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there are any plans to resource and roll out a new national house condition 
survey, in particular with respect to energy efficiency; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28381/14]

01/07/2014WRO03000336. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the efforts being made to tackle energy inefficiency in the private rented 
sector; his plans to ensure properties for rent meet minimum BER levels; if there are any plans 
to consider such a policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28382/14]

01/07/2014WRO02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 335 and 336 together.

In the context of Construction 2020 - A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector (May 
2014) the Government has committed to a number of measures in the area of investment in 
energy efficiency and sustainability. In this regard it is intended that my Department, in con-
junction with the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources and the Sus-
tainable Energy Authority of Ireland, will establish a working group and invite public comment 
on the feasibility and impact of setting minimum energy performance standards in properties 
offered for letting in the residential sector.
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The 2009 House Condition Survey included a focus on the energy efficiency of dwellings 
which has informed a number of policy measures across Government designed to tackle energy 
performance standards in Ireland’s national housing stock. These include actions that have been 
delivered or will be undertaken to ensure that Ireland fulfils its National Zero Energy Building 
Plan for dwellings by 2020 as required under Directive 31/2010/EU on the energy performance 
of buildings. Building Energy Rating (BER) assessment and certification is now well estab-
lished as a mandatory requirement when a new dwelling is commissioned and when an existing 
dwelling is offered for sale or letting. This largely supersedes the need for a further survey on 
energy performance along the lines suggested. 

01/07/2014WRO03050Wind Energy Generation

01/07/2014WRO03200337. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the progress being made on the planning legislation for wind turbines; the 
setback distance being proposed from people’s residences; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28397/14]

01/07/2014WRO03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I commenced a public consultation in December of last 
year on proposed “draft” revisions to the existing 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines 
focussing specifically on the issues of noise, setbacks and shadow flicker. These draft revisions 
propose:

-  The setting of a more stringent day and night noise limit of 40 decibels for future wind 
energy developments,

-  A mandatory minimum setback of 500 m between a wind turbine and the nearest dwelling 
for amenity considerations, and

-  The complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings.

My Department received submissions from 7,500 organisations and members of the public 
during the public consultation period and the submissions – which are currently being consid-
ered - will be an important input into the final version of the guidelines, which will be issued to 
planning authorities. Further work is advancing to develop technical appendices to assist plan-
ning authorities with the practical application of the noise measurement aspects of the Wind 
Guidelines.

The proposed draft revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006, when fi-
nalised, will be issued by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government 
under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. Planning authorities, 
and, where applicable, An Bord Pleanála must have regard to guidelines issued under Section 
28 in the performance of their functions under the Planning Act. It is intended that the revisions 
to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines will be finalised later in the year.

01/07/2014WRO03350Wind Energy Guidelines

01/07/2014WRO03400338. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if any planning application lodged under the current wind energy guidelines 
will be subject to new guidelines should they be published before the application has been ap-
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proved or denied (details supplied).  [28398/14]

01/07/2014WRO03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am precluded under statute from commenting on any 
particular planning case with which a planning authority may be concerned. The proposed 
draft revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006, when finalised, will be is-
sued by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government under section 
28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). Planning authorities, and, where 
applicable, An Bord Pleanála must have regard to guidelines issued under Section 28 in the 
performance of their functions under the Planning Acts.

  Question No. 339 answered with Question No. 326.

  Question No. 340 answered with Question No. 299.

01/07/2014WRP00150Property Taxation Rate

01/07/2014WRP00200341. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his Department is drafting the regulation that is necessary for county 
councils to enact the reduction in the property tax by 15% that is allowed by the local property 
tax legislation; when he expects it to be published and enacted; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28440/14]

01/07/2014WRP00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Effective from 1 July 2014, local authorities may vary the rate of Local Property Tax 
(LPT)   in their administrative area for the following year by up to 15% of the basic rate of the 
Tax.  The decision must be taken by resolution of the Council and must be notified to the Rev-
enue Commissioners by 30 September in order to apply for the following year. 

There are certain factors that local authorities are legislatively bound to take into account 
when deciding whether or not to vary their LPT rates for a given year (expected income & ex-
penditure, accumulated assets and liabilities and the impact of any variation on their local area).  
The decision is not one that can be taken without considering the financial implications as it will 
have a direct impact on the level of funding available to local authorities and, therefore, on their 
ability to discharge their statutory responsibilities. 

The power to vary has been given to local authorities to further increase their autonomy.  
Elected members are already responsible for finalising the annual budget of the local author-
ity – it is a reserved function for them – and the power to vary LPT rates will enable them to 
directly influence the level of LPT income they have to meet their expenditure requirements in 
the future.   

The Local Property Tax (Local Adjustment Factor) Regulations 2014 (SI 296 of 2014) set 
out the process for local authorities who wish to vary their LPT base rates, including the factors 
that they must consider and the type of public consultation that they should undertake as part 
of that process.   

01/07/2014WRP00350Property Taxation Yield

01/07/2014WRP00400342. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown of the projected income for each local authority in 
2015 from the local property tax as well as a breakdown of the funding that the same local au-
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thorities would have normally received from the central government fund; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [28445/14]

01/07/2014WRP00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Effective from 1 July 2014, local authorities may vary the rate of Local Property Tax 
(LPT)   in their administrative area for the following year by up to 15% of the basic rate of the 
Tax.  The decision must be taken by resolution of the Council and must be notified to the Rev-
enue Commissioners by 30 September in order to apply for the following year. 

It is not possible for me to pre-empt the decisions that may be made in that regard nor to 
anticipate the overall expected income from LPT for 2015, which is matter for the Minister for 
Finance.

The power to vary LPT has been given to local authorities to further increase their au-
tonomy.  Elected members are already responsible for finalising the annual budget of the local 
authority – it is a reserved function for them – and the power to vary LPT rates will enable them 
to directly influence the level of LPT income they have to meet their expenditure requirements 
in the future.   

I understand that the Revenue Commissioners released details of the levels of LPT collected 
in local authority areas in 2013 earlier this year and, more recently, provided details of the lev-
els of LPT collected so far in 2014, which should provide a useful information source for local 
authorities; this information is available on the Revenue website – www.revenue.ie.  

The local government funding model will change considerably in 2014/2015 and the overall 
impact will need to be assessed, including the implications for the Exchequer and broader Local 
Government Fund management issues.  The management of the impacts on the overall Exche-
quer finances will primarily be a matter for the Ministers for Finance and Public Expenditure 
and Reform and I will continue to work closely with them in the context of the overall Estimates 
preparations for 2015, as normal.   

I assume that the reference in the question to a breakdown of funding received from the 
central Government fund relates to the General Purpose Grant allocations for local authorities 
from the Local Government Fund; the 2014 allocations are set out in the table below. 

Local Authority 2014 € 
Carlow County Council 5,352,469 
Cavan County Council 8,458,415 
Clare County Council 2,646,284 
Cork County Council 2,951,435 
Donegal County Council 22,720,760 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 5,724,579 
Fingal County Council 454,714 
Galway County Council 12,506,381 
Kerry County Council 11,043,837 
Kildare County Council 9,686,924 
Kilkenny County Council 9,356,019 
Laois County Council 7,631,324 
Leitrim County Council 8,282,319 
Limerick County Council 6,175,333 
Longford County Council 8,119,493 
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Louth County Council 8,243,835 
Mayo County Council 17,492,594 
Meath County Council 8,799,199 
Monaghan County Council 10,247,882 
North Tipperary County Council 9,832,046 
Offaly County Council 6,663,642 
Roscommon County Council 9,107,439 
Sligo County Council 9 ,993,352 
South Dublin County Council 923,906 
South Tipperary County Council 12,923,064 
Waterford County Council 12,125,219 
Westmeath County Council 10,115,479 
Wexford County Council 11,888,576 
Wicklow County Council 6,846,310 
Cork City Council 8,544,374 
Dublin City Council 2,667,330 
Galway City Council 1,626,429 
Limerick City Council 8,449,826 
Waterford City Council 4,399,212 
Total 282,000,000 

01/07/2014WRP00550Rainwater Harvesting Systems Provision

01/07/2014WRP00600343. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to introduce a grant scheme for rain water harvesting; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28446/14]

01/07/2014WRP00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 460 of 17 June 2014.  The position is unchanged.

01/07/2014WRP00750Election Management System

01/07/2014WRP00800344. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if any consideration has been given to locating polling stations in public buildings 
and council buildings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28496/14]

01/07/2014WRP00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Section 93 of the Electoral Act 1992 provides for the use of schools and public premises 
for taking the poll and the counting of votes at Dáil elections.  Section 94 of the Act provides 
that a returning officer shall provide a sufficient number of polling stations for the accommo-
dation of Dáil electors.  The returning officer may use, free of charge, any school or premises 
owned or occupied by a local authority for these purposes.  Similar provisions apply under the 
electoral Acts in relation to other elections and referendums.   

01/07/2014WRP00950House Prices

01/07/2014WRP01000345. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if, in the context of a housing strategy, consideration will be given to assisting 
persons residing in large family homes but with grown up children and no longer in need such 
a house type in acquiring financial assistance such as a bridging loan to trade down to a smaller 
size home and thereby improve the availability of larger houses; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [28508/14]

01/07/2014WRP01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s housing policy statement published in 
June 2011 marked a significant departure for housing in Ireland, including a shift to a tenure 
neutral high level objective, and a clear commitment to restoring balance to the housing sector 
generally through a lesser reliance on home ownership. 

The policy statement reaffirms the State’s commitment to supporting access to home owner-
ship for lower to middle income households and the current range of paths to home ownership 
will remain in place in that regard.   

There are two types of house purchase loan available from local authorities: standard an-
nuity loans targeted at lower income first time buyers and those under the Home Choice Loan 
scheme which are available to qualifying middle income first time buyers affected by the “cred-
it crunch”. 

The terms and conditions governing the operation, including eligibility terms, of annuity 
mortgages and the Home Choice Loan are set out under various Regulations such as the Hous-
ing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2009, the Housing (Home Choice Loan) Regulations 
2009, and most recently in the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2012.  These are 
available on my Department’s website: http://www.environ.ie/en/Legislation/Developmentand-
Housing/Housing/.

It is not the intention of the Home Choice Loan scheme – or of any other Government in-
tervention in the housing sector – to incentivise people into the market.  It is designed only to 
facilitate creditworthy households who have been affected by conditions in the mortgage mar-
ket.  As such, the scheme is a temporary one which will be withdrawn once conditions in credit 
markets return to normal patterns.  Recent data published by the Central Bank would indicate 
that point has not yet been reached.   

To ensure effective targeting of limited resources, local authority loan finance continues to 
be available to first time buyers only.  The option currently available for non-first time local 
authority homeowners wishing to relocate is to seek home loan facilities from one of the com-
mercial lending institutions.   

The Government’s recently published Construction 2020 – A Strategy for a Renewed Con-
struction Sector aims to build a well-financed, competitive and innovative approach to con-
struction and housing, building to the highest standards, at realistic levels and with consumer 
protection at its heart.  Construction 2020 contains 75 Actions in total and my Department, 
together with the Housing Agency, will be directly involved in the delivery of over 30 of these 
Actions.  The strategy seeks to address issues such as access to mortgage finance on reasonable 
and sustainable terms, explicitly recognising the need for greater mobility in the private housing 
market.  Action 4, which is being led by the Department of Finance, commits to examining the 
key barriers to housing mobility. 

01/07/2014WRP01150Election Management System

01/07/2014WRP01200346. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if he will arrange for public access to all election counts in the future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28532/14]

01/07/2014WRP01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Admittance to count centres is a matter for the relevant returning officer.  The Electoral 
Act 1992, in sections 113 and 60(10), provides that the returning officer, his assistants and 
clerks, members of the Garda Síochána on duty and candidates and their agents may be present 
at the counting of votes at a Dáil election.  No other person may be present at a count without 
the permission of the returning officer.  In guidance issued by my Department in advance of 
elections and referendums, returning officers are advised to ensure that the numbers admitted 
to count centres are not such as to impede the work of count staff or of the candidates and their 
agents.  Similar provisions apply under the electoral Acts in relation to other elections and ref-
erendums.   

01/07/2014WRP01350Defence Forces Reserve Strength

01/07/2014WRP01400347. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in tabular 
form the establishment and effective strength of Reserve Defence Force by brigade and unit at 
31 March 2014; if the military have set target dates for the following stages in 2014, date by 
which successful recruits to RDF will be notified, date for all attestations completed, date for 
initial training completed by brigade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28422/14]

01/07/2014WRP01500The Taoiseach: It was not possible to provide the detailed information sought by the Dep-
uty in the time available.  My Department is currently seeking to compile the relevant data and 
I will provide the information directly to the Deputy once it comes to hand.

Question No. 348 withdrawn.

01/07/2014WRP01650Agriculture Schemes Eligibility

01/07/2014WRP01700349. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when he will send the application seeking approval for the terms and conditions of the new 
GLAS scheme to the EU; if he will remove the condition requiring a 50% threshold for farmers 
with commonage land to participate in the scheme in view of the fact that figures show only 
24% of farmers with commonage land participated in previous environmental schemes; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27808/14]

01/07/2014WRP01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I intend to 
finalise and submit the full Rural Development Programme for Ireland to the EU for approval 
within the next week.  This will include the detailed proposals for GLAS.  As regards farmers 
with commonage, the key thing here has always been to balance the critical mass required to 
deliver a meaningful commonage plan acceptable under the various National and EU funded 
schemes.  The consultation process on the RDP has not yet concluded and I am aware of the 
issues raised on this point by farm organisations.  I am considering how best to address the is-
sues raised.  

01/07/2014WRP01850Turbary Rights

01/07/2014WRP01900350. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will outline the allocated turbary history of a plot of bog in County Sligo; the present position 
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regarding a person (details supplied) in relation to the right of turbary over said plot; the options 
that exist for the person named to establish the history of the allocated turbary; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27820/14]

01/07/2014WRP02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): According to 
my Department’s records the right of turbary over Plot 104 in the townland of Cloonkeelaun, 
County Sligo was allotted to the named person by Purchase Agreement dated 25 March 1929 
and vested in him on 9 September 1938.  The turbary right was registered as appurtenant to 
Folio SL12378 and in 2001 was also registered as appurtenant to Folio SL16764F.  If the indi-
vidual named wishes to harvest turf from the plot he should take the matter up with the regis-
tered owners of the folios concerned.

01/07/2014WRP02025Aquaculture Licences Applications

01/07/2014WRP02100351. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 574 of 19 November 2013, if further progress has been 
made regarding this application; if the outcome of the appropriate assessment has been com-
pleted in respect of Donegal Bay; if the applications in respect of Donegal Bay are currently 
being decided; the anticipated timeframe involved in determining the decisions on outstanding 
applications for this bay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27824/14]

01/07/2014WRP02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Appro-
priate Assessment in respect of Donegal Bay has been completed by the Marine Institute.

My Department is currently examining the general licensing issues that arise for consider-
ation as a result of the Appropriate Assessment.  This process is ongoing and it is expected that 
the public consultation stage of the licensing process will commence shortly.

The average timeframe for processing each particular application varies depending on loca-
tion, species, scale and intensity of production, statutory status of sites, potential visual impact 
etc. Other factors include consideration of any submissions or observations raised during the 
public consultation period.

My Department continues to make every effort to expedite the determination of the Done-
gal Bay aquaculture licence applications having regard to the need to comply with all relevant 
national and EU legislation.

01/07/2014WRP02250Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

01/07/2014WRP02300352. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Clare will not be eligible for a disadvantaged area 
scheme payment in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27849/14]

01/07/2014WRP02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The per-
son named is not eligible under the 2014 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme as his holding did not 
achieve the minimum stocking density in 2011 of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare, as 
required under the Terms and Conditions governing the 2014 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme.  
Having unsuccessfully sought derogation from this requirement, the person named subsequent-
ly appealed unsuccessfully to the independently chaired DAS Appeals Committee.  The person 
named was informed accordingly and advised of his right to pursue the matter with the Office 
of the Ombudsman.  He has not availed of this option.
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Following agreement on the Reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, the Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme will be replaced by the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme (ANC) in 2015.  If 
the person named applies for and meets the requirements of that Scheme, which will be similar 
to a great extent to the provisions of the current Scheme, he will be eligible to benefit from pay-
ment under the ANC Scheme from 2015 onwards.   

01/07/2014WRP02450Animal Welfare

01/07/2014WRP02500353. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
conduct a review of the enforcement of animal welfare laws in view of a recent increase in vio-
lent and public acts of violence and cruelty against animals. [28023/14]

01/07/2014WRP02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have pre-
viously stated that incidents of animal cruelty are unacceptable and my Department devotes 
considerable resources to protecting animal welfare and for dealing with breaches of animal 
welfare legislation.  The new Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013, which I introduced last 
year, provides for increased levels of penalties.  This comprehensive Act sends a clear message 
to all that cruelty to animals is unacceptable and I believe that the increased penalties will act as 
a deterrent to perpetrators of such actions.  For major cases taken on indictment, the maximum 
penalty has been raised from €100,000 to €250,000 with a maximum custodial sentence of five 
years imprisonment. 

My Department continues to work very closely with welfare organisations, local authorities 
and An Garda Síochána in order to ensure intervention in cases of animal neglect or cruelty.  In 
the past eighteen months, my Department has paid almost €3.8m to the various local authori-
ties throughout the country to assist their work in implementing their responsibilities under the 
Control of Horses Act, 1996.  This funding enables the local authorities through enacted by-
laws to seize any horse posing a danger to persons or property or being kept or ridden in desig-
nated exclusion areas.   

In view of the role animal welfare organisation can play in local communities, particularly 
in educating young people in animal welfare, I provided increased funding of €1.8m to 136 or-
ganisations involved in animal care and welfare services throughout the country to support their 
activities in 2014.  The level of funding provided to these organisations has been increased for 
the third year in a row, reflecting the importance I attach to their work.  To enable the reporting 
of incidences of animal cruelty, my Department continues to operate a network of regional of-
fices throughout the country together with an Animal Welfare Helpline (lo call - 1850 211 990) 
and members of the public can report any instance where animal welfare may be compromised.

01/07/2014WRP02650Sulky Racing

01/07/2014WRP02700354. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to ban or control sulky racing on roads and in public places; his views on the number 
of horses that have died because of accidents arising from sulky racing and use of sulkys on 
public roads; if he will investigate the welfare of such horses and establish a licence or registra-
tion system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28075/14]

01/07/2014WRP02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Like all ac-
tivities on the public road, sulky racing is governed by the Road Traffic Acts and imposes an 
obligation pursuant to these acts on the person engaged in this activity to drive their vehicles 
with due care for other road users and not to indulge in dangerous driving of the vehicles.  Un-
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der the Control of Horses Act 1996, Local Authorities have powers to designate exclusion areas 
by enacting by-laws prohibiting persons from having a horse in an area except for bona fide 
reasons and this could extend to horses used in sulky racing.  I would urge all local authorities 
to consider implementing these provisions in order to reduce the indiscriminate riding of horses 
by sulky racers. 

I have recently introduced new regulations concerning the identification and change of own-
ership of horses.  These regulations consolidate existing regulations and strengthen the powers 
of authorised officers to seize, detain and, where required, dispose of equines that are not com-
pliant with the equine identification legislation.

New regulations relating to the transfer of ownership of horses come into effect today, 1 
July.  Under these regulations, ownership details of all new foals registered and horses bought 
and sold will be captured by Passport Issuing Bodies and on my Department’s equine database, 
thereby readily identifying the owner/person responsible for the equine.

As is evident from the foregoing, I have undertaken much work in the tightening of controls 
on the identification and traceability of horses in recent years.  My Department and other State 
Agencies now have a suite of instruments in relation to identification of horses, ownership and 
premises where horses are kept.  The new regulations will further assist my Department and 
other agencies, including An Garda Síochána and local authorities, in identifying and taking ap-
propriate action on owners in cases where horses are found neglected or welfare-compromised.  

01/07/2014WRP02850Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

01/07/2014WRP02900355. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon will receive a payment; the reason for 
the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28083/14]

01/07/2014WRP03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2010 Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 
1) with effect from 1 September 2010 and full payment has issued in respect of the 2010, 2011 
and 2012 Scheme years.  

During a 2013 inspection, the person named was deemed non-compliant in respect of the 
Alternative Water Source for Bovine action which resulted in the termination of the applica-
tion.  A letter issued on 13 January 2014 notifying the person named of the Inspection findings 
and giving a right of appeal to the Department.  The person named successfully appealed this 
decision to my Department and a letter issued to him on 7 February 2014 informing him of his 
re-instatement to the Scheme.  A revised penalty letter outlining issues identified with the Tra-
ditional Stone Wall Maintenance action issued to the person named on 18 March 2014.

Payment in respect of the 2013 Scheme year has been processed on the basis of the Inspec-
tion findings and 75% payment issued to the person named on 27 June 2014.  The balancing 
25% will follow shortly.

01/07/2014WRP03050Beef Data Programme

01/07/2014WRP03100356. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
grounds on which a person (details supplied) in County Galway was refused payment under the 
beef genomics scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28099/14]
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01/07/2014WRP03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has no record of having received an application under the 2014 Beef Genomics Scheme/ 
Beef Data Programme for the person named.  The person named wrote to my Department on 
26 March 2014 stating he applied for the above Schemes and supplied a certificate of postage. 
However, the applicant’s review was unsuccessful as the required evidence of postage is a 
Swiftpost receipt, as set out at Section 8 of the Terms and Conditions, which was not produced. 
He subsequently appealed the decision which was reviewed by the Head of the Section.  The 
original decision was upheld and the person named was informed of this in a letter dated 17 
June 2014.  He was advised of his right to appeal this decision to the Agriculture Appeals Of-
fice, Kilminchy Court, Portlaoise, Co Laois. 

01/07/2014WRP03225Departmental Correspondence

01/07/2014WRP03300357. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding deer; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28157/14]

01/07/2014WRP03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Responsibil-
ity for the protection of wild deer in the State under the Wildlife Acts rests with the Department 
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  I understand, however, that there is an annual open season 
during which deer can legally be shot under licence.  Control of deer on private property is 
the responsibility of landowners who may apply to the Department of Arts Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht for a permission under section 42 of the Wildlife Acts to cull deer where this is neces-
sary outside the annual open seasons.  These permissions offer a facility whereby a person can 
obtain a permit, on a case by case basis, to prevent serious damage caused by individual deer 
on specific lands.  Permissions are issued by D/AHG where there is evidence of such damage.

I am aware of the issues around an increasing deer population, including its effects on 
agriculture and forestry.  Deer management is complex, with different views held by various 
stakeholders and addressing deer related problems will require a high degree of agreement, 
co-operation and concerted action by the stakeholders and Departments concerned.  My De-
partment, together with the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, will shortly set up 
a non-statutory Irish Deer Management Forum, independently chaired with relevant officials 
from the two Departments as well as other stakeholders representing hunting, farming, forestry 
and conservation interests. 

My Department has received complaints about growing deer numbers in certain parts of the 
country and putative associations with higher levels of Bovine TB have been alleged.  However, 
my Department’s belief is that, in so far as TB is concerned, the underlying problem in these 
areas is driven primarily by badgers and not by deer.  In fact, research has shown that deer as 
a species are not particularly effective as maintenance hosts for TB except when numbers are 
high.  In this context, an exercise conducted in 2007-2008 focused on TB strain-typing in cattle, 
deer and badgers, found a significantly higher prevalence in badgers than in either cattle or deer. 

With respect to TB in deer in Kerry, in the period since January 2011, samples from only 
4 deer have been submitted through my Department’s regional veterinary laboratories as sus-
pect TB.  These samples were examined and cultured but TB was not confirmed in any deer 
(parasitic lesions and localised abscesses).  My Department therefore has no recent evidence to 
substantiate claims that the deer in Kerry are responsible for transmission of TB to cattle.

Notwithstanding the complaints about high levels of TB in particular areas, there has been 
a very significant improvement in TB incidence in cattle over the past number of years: herd 
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incidence has fallen from 5.9% in 2008 to 3.9% in 2013. The number of reactors has declined 
from 30,000 to 15,600 during the same period. While it is difficult to attribute the downward 
trends exclusively to a single factor, my Department believes that much of the improvement in 
the TB situation, in recent years, is attributable to the effective implementation of the badger 
removal programme. 

01/07/2014WRP03450Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

01/07/2014WRP03500358. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if all 
outstanding moneys due under the disadvantaged area scheme for 2013 will issue to a person 
(details supplied) in County Limerick; and if contact will be made by his Department with the 
person. [28217/14]

01/07/2014WRP03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm 
that officials from my Department are in ongoing contact with the person named, most recently 
on 23 June 2014, following which outstanding documentation in relation to the 2013 Disadvan-
taged Areas Scheme application of the person named is awaited.  As soon as this documentation 
is received by my Department, the case will be further reviewed and the person named advised 
directly of the outcome in writing.

01/07/2014WRP03650Beef Data Programme

01/07/2014WRP03700359. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his Department have tendered for the provision of the tissue sampling kit for the beef data pro-
gramme and the beef genomics programme; the estimated value of this contract; if it was not 
tendered for, the reason this was not required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28258/14]

01/07/2014WRP03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the devel-
opment of the Beef Genomics Scheme my Department had a number of options in relation to 
the extraction of genetic material from cattle, namely i) swabs, ii) hair or iii) tissue tags.  The 
decision was taken to proceed with tissue tagging option on the basis that it is the most scien-
tifically robust with the lowest error rate compared to the other two options as well as being the 
activity being most familiar to farmers.

My Department requested the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) to facilitate the im-
plementation of the Scheme.  This reflects the ICBF’s position as the only body approved in 
Ireland under EU legislation (Commission Decision 2006/427/EC) to carry out testing, genetic 
evaluation and publication of breeding values for Irish dairy and beef cattle.  The EU legislation 
states “all data must be recorded under the responsibility of the approved body” .  This legis-
lation lays down performance monitoring methods and methods for accessing cattle’s genetic 
value for purebred breeding animals of the bovine species to be operated in Member States.   

As my Department has an existing contract for the provision of tags, including conventional 
tags, electronic tags and tissue tags, the procurement of tissue tags for the purposes of imple-
mentation of the 2014 BGS is covered by this arrangement.  The contract for supply of these 
tags is effective from 1 November 2012 to 31 October 2014 but as the details of the contract are 
commercially sensitive I am not in a position to comment on it.  I am pleased to say however 
that the 2014 BGS is progressing very well with almost 100,000 samples returned from farmers 
to date. 
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The ICBF has a proven track record in this country in relation to large scale genetic evalu-
ation projects, for example, the Economic Breeding Index (EBI) for dairy cattle.  This pro-
gramme was developed between the ICBF and Teagasc and is the key profit driver for dairy 
farmers, and was designed to suit our unique spring calving production systems.  It is hoped 
that through the BGS and the development of an Economic Breeding Index (EBI) for beef cattle 
there will be a similar impact on profitability in the beef sector

The BGS in 2014 has an allocation of €23 million and is funded by the Exchequer.  The 
purpose of the scheme is to build a training population for the genetic evaluation of the Irish 
beef herd. It is intended to follow on from this measure with a new programme called the “Beef 
Data and Genomics Programme” co-funded by the European Union (EU) under the Rural De-
velopment Programme (RDP) 2014-2020.  This scheme will support the application of genomic 
technology to the suckler herd and bring a new level of quality for all animals (bulls, cows, 
steers and heifers) into Irish beef herds. 

All of these measures are continued evidence of the Government’s financial support for the 
national suckler herd, which is a vital element of the Irish beef industry, and will allow the sec-
tor to achieve the targets set out in Food Harvest 2020.

01/07/2014WRP03850Public Service Contracts

01/07/2014WRP03900360. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason there is only one approved supplier of cattle tags where there are 13 approved suppliers 
of sheep tags; his views that a multiplicity of approved suppliers would ensure competition in 
the marketplace for price and quality service; if the next time this contract comes up for tender 
it is intended to do it on an approved supplier basis; when the contract is due to be retendered; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28259/14]

01/07/2014WRP04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The restric-
tion of the supply of bovine tags to a single supplier is designed to ensure that farmers obtain 
the best tag from a technical and price perspective.  The farming organisations have expressed 
a preference for this approach on the basis that it ensures that ear tags can be made available at 
a more competitive price by a single supplier benefiting from economies of scale.  Competition 
as between the various potential suppliers is ensured through public procurement competitions 
which are held by my Department on a regular basis to source a contractor for the supply of 
bovine tags.  Tag supply companies are invited to submit a tender application as part of this 
process.  

The holding of competitions for the supply of bovine tags on a regular basis ensures the De-
partment’s evolving requirements can be met in a manner that is consistent with ensuring high 
technical standards in a competitive framework whilst availing of quality products consistent 
with best available technology and value for money.  

The current contractual arrangements provide for a two year tenure from 1 November 2012, 
with the option of two extensions of one year durations.  The intention is to continue with a pub-
lic procurement competition for the supply of bovine tags from a single supplier into the future. 

01/07/2014WRQ00150Rural Development Programme Projects

01/07/2014WRQ00200361. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
proposed entry criteria for upland farmers in relation to the GLAS scheme in the rural develop-
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ment programme; the justification for same and his response to those farmers who recently pro-
tested against the proposed changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28306/14]

01/07/2014WRQ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I announced 
details of the new GLAS (Green Low-carbon Agri-environment Scheme) in January 2014 as 
part of a suite of proposed measures under the new Rural Development Programme.  Following 
an extensive consultation process, I published a second draft of the entire Rural Development 
Programme in May as part of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) process.  This 
latest document sets out the range of proposed measures in considerable detail, including what 
has been proposed under GLAS. 

As regards farmers with commonage, the key thing here has always been to balance the 
critical mass required to deliver a meaningful commonage plan compatible with EU and na-
tional financial support with what it is possible and practical to achieve by way of agreement 
amongst the shareholders concerned.  Commonages are owned and managed collectively and 
therefore a single GLAS commonage plan is what is required to implement the actions foreseen 
under GLAS.

01/07/2014WRQ00350Green Low-carbon Agri-environment Scheme

01/07/2014WRQ00400362. Deputy Gabrielle McFadden asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will clarify the details of the GLAS scheme; and when it will be rolled out. [28448/14]

01/07/2014WRQ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I announced 
details of the new GLAS (Green Low-carbon Agri-environment Scheme) on 14 January 2014 
as part of a suite of proposed measures under the new Rural Development Programme.  GLAS 
will provide significant funding to farmers who undertake environmental actions in line with 
national and EU environmental objectives.  It will contribute to the overall public good and will 
build on the success of previous agri-environment schemes.

Stakeholder consultation has been a central element in the development of the new RDP, 
and has been ongoing for almost a year.  The most recently completed stakeholder consultation 
centred on the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).  As part of this process I published 
a consultation document on the new Rural Development Programme, which sets out the range 
of proposed measures in considerable detail, including GLAS. 

I am now moving to finalise the detail of GLAS, and the various other measures included 
in the RDP, and I will be making full details available, including relevant payment rates, very 
shortly. I envisage that GLAS will be operational for 2015.

01/07/2014WRQ00550Departmental Correspondence

01/07/2014WRQ00600363. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will issue a comprehensive response to each of the issues raised by a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 14 in correspondence to him dated 22 October 2012; if he will make the full 
file on this case available for examination; if he will appoint a senior official to engage directly 
with the person with a view to bringing closure to the matter. [28469/14]

01/07/2014WRQ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has indicated on numerous occasions to the person concerned that this case, which relates 
to events more than 30 years ago, has been fully dealt with in Court.  My Department has pro-
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vided all releasable personal information to the person concerned under various FOI and Data 
Protection requests.  I should also explain that my Department provided a detailed brief to the 
Public Accounts Committee on this matter in 2012 in response to a petition from the person 
concerned.

01/07/2014WRQ00750Departmental Correspondence

01/07/2014WRQ00800364. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he and a senior official in his Department will meet persons (details supplied) in County Done-
gal in an effort to resolve the issues raised by the persons; his views on each of the issues raised; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28470/14]

01/07/2014WRQ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The issue 
referred to has been the subject of considerable correspondence with my Department and with 
the Chief State Solicitors Office in the last number of years. 

The Chief State Solicitor recently advised that all correspondence with the persons con-
cerned should issue from her Office. Therefore, it would not be appropriate for a meeting to be 
arranged at this time. 

However, I understand that the CSSO issued significant correspondence to the persons con-
cerned yesterday which inter alia indicated potential steps for moving this matter forward.

01/07/2014WRQ00950Live Exports

01/07/2014WRQ01000365. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ini-
tiative he is taking with his counterpart in Northern Ireland to develop the live export of cattle 
in Northern Ireland and the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28483/14]

01/07/2014WRQ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment attaches considerable importance to the live export trade and, over the years, has been 
very active in facilitating shipments abroad.  Live exports serve a dual purpose as a means of 
satisfying market demands for live animals and providing alternative market outlets for farm-
ers.  Total live exports to date this year are over 154,000 head of which 26,000 went to the UK, 
an increase of some 2,400 head or 10% up on the comparable period in 2013.  Of this 26,000, 
some 19,100 went to Northern Ireland, which is an increase of 3% on the same period in 2013.

However, the potential to grow the live trade to the UK even further is constrained by the 
buying specifications operated by the British retail chains in relation to cattle born in this coun-
try and exported live for finishing and processing in that market. The retailers’ longstanding 
policy is to market British and Irish beef separately.  This means that beef must be sourced from 
animals originating in one country; i.e. born, reared and slaughtered in the same country. In 
addition, logistical difficulties arise when a small number of Irish-born animals are slaughtered 
in a UK meat plant. Under mandatory EU labelling rules, these carcases have to be deboned in 
a separate batch, packaged and labelled accordingly, thereby incurring additional costs for the 
processor. This therefore decreases the attractiveness of animals born or reared in the Republic.

While Bord Bia has repeatedly raised this issue with British retailers over the years, they 
are unlikely to reverse their marketing policy in the short term. Nevertheless Bord Bia will con-
tinue to pursue all opportunities to maximise the full potential of the beef and livestock trade 
with our largest trading partner.  In addition, Bord Bia actively supports the development of the 
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live export trade through the provision of market information, developing market access and 
promotional activity. 

I hosted two roundtable discussions with key stakeholders in the beef sector on 17 April and 
3 June, at which these matters were discussed. Both I and Minister of State Tom Hayes T.D. 
have also had discussions with my Northern counterpart, Ms Michelle O’Neill, on these issues 
and I will continue to engage with her on them, to the benefit of producers on both sides of the 
border.  In addition I expect that these issues will be discussed at the next agriculture sectoral 
meeting of the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) in September.

01/07/2014WRQ01150Veterinary Regimes Harmonisation

01/07/2014WRQ01200366. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress that is being made on the harmonisation of the veterinary regimes on the island of 
Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28484/14]

01/07/2014WRQ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is al-
ready a substantial degree of harmonisation of the veterinary regimes on the island of Ireland, 
particularly in view of the fact that the bulk of the animal health and welfare measures imple-
mented on the island are based on EU legislation.  The main objective of the North-South strat-
egy in the animal health and welfare area is to establish equivalent internal arrangements on 
both sides of the Border with a view to achieving freer movement of animals and animal prod-
ucts within the island.  There is ongoing co-operation through the dedicated working groups 
established under the North/South arrangements to further this objective.

With regard to those diseases which are not harmonised at EU level, I believe that the North-
ern Ireland decision to establish a body with a similar remit to that of Animal Health Ireland 
should help to progress cross-border co-operation in this area.  There is clearly an all Ireland 
recognition of the potential to improve the competitiveness of the farming sector through tack-
ling production diseases.

01/07/2014WRQ01350Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

01/07/2014WRQ01400367. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
requirements that must be fulfilled in order to draw down payment under the common agricul-
tural policy on these two areas, farmland afforested prior to 2009; and farmland afforested in 
2009 or after. [28497/14]

01/07/2014WRQ01500368. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
farmland afforested prior to 2009 is not eligible for consideration as part of the calculation of a 
farmer’s direct payments and his/her basic payment in particular; the other sources of European 
Union funding available with regard to this afforested land. [28498/14]

01/07/2014WRQ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 367 and 368 together. 

When the Single Payment Scheme was introduced in 2005, land afforested under an EU 
funded, or an equivalent nationally funded, Afforestation Aid Scheme was not eligible for pay-
ment.  Therefore, lands afforested during the period 2005 to 2008 were not and cannot now be-
come eligible for payment under the Single Payment Scheme.  However, provision was made in 
the Regulations whereby farmers, who afforested part of their holding under the Afforestation 
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Aid Scheme, could consolidate their entitlements on the reduced number of eligible hectares 
that they farmed.  That meant that farmers could benefit from full payment under both the Sin-
gle Payment Scheme and Afforestation Aid Scheme. Many farmers in Ireland, who afforested 
part of their holdings, took advantage of these provisions.   

Following changes to the EU Regulations arising from the adoption of the CAP Health 
Check proposals, land which was afforested since 2009 is eligible to draw down a payment 
under the Single Payment Scheme (SPS), provided that the afforested land meets the following 
requirements:

- The land to be afforested was declared on a 2008 SPS application form; 

- The applicant who declared that land on a 2008 SPS application form was paid under the 
2008 Single Payment Scheme;

- The afforested was eligible for payment in 2008;

- The afforested land meets all the requirements of the Afforestation Grant and Premium 
Scheme.

Similar provisions covering the eligibility of afforested land are contained in Regulation 
(EU) 1307/2013 governing the requirements of the Basic Payment Scheme, which will replace 
the Single Payment Scheme from 2015 onwards.

It should be noted that the Afforestation Scheme is nationally funded.

01/07/2014WRQ01650Direct Provision Data

01/07/2014WRQ01700369. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of child protection teams in direct provision centres; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28293/14]

01/07/2014WRQ01800408. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her attention 
has been drawn to the serious child protection concerns which have arisen in direct provision 
centres; and the steps that are being taken to address these concerns. [28113/14]

01/07/2014WRQ01900436. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the supports 
that will be made available to the 1,791 children currently in direct provision in view of the 
Children First Bill 2014 being implemented in the foreseeable future; if she will ensure that the 
current health and welfare concerns in direct provision do not escalate to the level experienced 
in previous institutions such as the mother and baby homes or Magdalen laundries; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [27895/14]

01/07/2014WRQ02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 369, 408 and 436 together.

The Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department is responsible for the ac-
commodation and protection of applicants in accordance with the Government policy of direct 
provision and dispersal. 

As at 8 June 2014, there were 4,353 persons availing of direct provision accommodation in 
34 centres under contract to the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department.  
Approximately 38% of these residents are children under the age of 18.  
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Parents who live in direct provision centres have the primary responsibility for the care and 
welfare of their children who reside with them.  The safety of all residents – especially children 
– is at the forefront of RIA’s objectives.  RIA affords the highest priority to the safeguarding 
and protection of children.  RIA is, and will always be, compliant with all legislative require-
ments in this area.  RIA has a fully staffed child and family service unit, the head of which is 
seconded from the HSE and whose role is to manage, deliver, coordinate, monitor and plan all 
matters relating to child and family services for all residents in the direct provision system.  The 
unit also acts as a conduit between RIA and Child and Family Agency (Tusla), the latter having 
statutory functions in this area.

RIA’s Child Protection and Welfare Policy is based on the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs’ “Children First- National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children”.  
This guidance document was developed to assist people in identifying and reporting child abuse 
and welfare concerns.  The protection and welfare policy emphasises that the needs of children 
and families must be central to child care and child protection and welfare.  RIA’s policy has 
been reviewed and updated and now contains a practice document to make it more user friendly. 
That draft document is now with Tusla for final feedback and it is anticipated that it will be 
published by the end of August, 2014 on RIA’s website www.ria.gov.ie.

In relation to the question of “child protection teams” it is important to understand that the 
existing and draft policy requires, inter alia, that each accommodation centre has a designated 
Child Protection Liaison Person who has undertaken Children First – Keeping Safe Training.  
When a child protection or welfare incident arises in a RIA centre it is the function of that Li-
aison Person to contact the local Social Work Team to inform it of his or her concern and to 
liaise with the RIA Child and Family Services Unit.  RIA’s Child Protection and Welfare Policy 
complements other policies and procedures in place, viz:

 - Garda Vetting Policy.  All staff in centres under contract to RIA are Garda vetted.

 - Complaints Policy.  Complaints by centre residents are dealt with in accordance with the 
procedures outlined in RIA’s Accommodation Centre Services, Rules and Procedures (House 
Rules).  A copy of which is provided to all residents and sets out, inter alia, the obligations 
placed both on the centre manager and the resident.

 - RIA Policy and Practice Document on safeguarding RIA residents against Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence & Harassment 

 - RIA Code of Practice for Persons Working in Accommodation Centres and RIA Staff  

 - National Policy agreed between HSE and RIA in relation to reuniting children with adults  

 - Policy on Accommodation of Aged Out Minors in RIA Accommodation Centres.

01/07/2014WRQ02050Community Alert Programme

01/07/2014WRQ02100370. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if additional funding has 
been awarded to neighbourhood watch and community alert groups in recent times; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [28310/14]

01/07/2014WRQ02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): For many years my 
Department has provided funding for the Community Alert programme which is operated by  
Muintir na Tíre in partnership with the Garda authorities, and supports the operation of over 
1,300 local groups.  My Department does not provide direct funding to local groups, but fund-
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ing is provided in relation to the employment and associated costs of a National Coordinator 
and Development Officers, as the long-standing view has been that this is the best use of the re-
sources available to my Department to support effective community crime prevention actions.  
I am currently providing the maximum possible funding to Community Alert that is open to me, 
having regard to the overall restrictions on my Department’s resources and other expenditure 
needs.  I understand that funding for Community Alert is also received from the HSE. 

In relation to Neighbourhood Watch groups, while certain costs related to their operations 
are funded from the Garda Vote as approved by local Garda management, there is not a specific 
financial allocation for this purpose. 

 I should also draw the Deputy’s attention to the general supports which are available for 
community crime prevention groups.  In particular, An Garda Síochána have published new 
Community Crime Prevention Guidelines to facilitate the establishment of new local groups 
and also to help revitalise existing groups where necessary.  Further information, advice and 
support is available locally from community Gardaí. The long-standing partnership between 
An Garda Síochána and Muintir na Tire in supporting Community Alert was underlined by the 
signing of an updated Memorandum of Understanding between the two organisations in Janu-
ary last year.

I can also advise the Deputy that local Garda management continue to engage with com-
munities through the Joint Policing Committees and other fora to advise them of the relevant 
local policing arrangements, with a view to ensuring that the best possible policing service is 
provided.

01/07/2014WRQ02250Legislative Process

01/07/2014WRQ02300371. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the children 
and family relationships Bill will be enacted in full by the end of 2014; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28322/14]

01/07/2014WRQ02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The General Scheme of 
the Children and Family Relationships Bill was published on 31 January this year and referred 
to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality for pre-legislative scru-
tiny.  The Committee’s report, containing a number of recommendations, was received on 29 
May 2014.  The recommendations, together with the recommendations of the Ombudsman for 
Children received on 28 May 2014, are being considered as part of the process of finalising the 
General Scheme before the drafting of the Bill proper. 

At this stage I cannot give an expected date for enactment.

01/07/2014WRQ02450Referendum on Marriage Equality

01/07/2014WRQ02500372. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a date will be 
set for the referendum on marriage equality; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28323/14]

01/07/2014WRQ02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): After considering the 
recommendations of the Convention on the Constitution, Government agreed at its meeting on 
5 November 2013 to hold a referendum on marriage equality.  My Department is engaged in 
the early stages of developing the wording of the proposed constitutional amendment and the 
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accompanying legislation including a General Scheme of an Implementation Bill that will be 
required if a referendum on opening marriage to same-sex couples is passed.

The Government has announced its intention to hold the referendum in the first half of 2015 
but a specific date has not yet been set. 

01/07/2014WRQ02650Employment Equality Act

01/07/2014WRQ02700373. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if section 37.1 of 
the Employment Equality Act will be deleted; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[28324/14]

01/07/2014WRQ02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Proposals to amend 
section 37 of the Employment Equality Act are contained in the Employment Equality (Amend-
ment) (No. 2) Bill 2013 which is currently before the Seanad at Committee Stage. The objec-
tive of the Bill is to better balance the right of religious freedom and the right of employees to 
protection from discrimination.  The Government, as announced previously, has accepted the 
principle of this Private Member’s Bill.  I will be bringing proposals to Government shortly for 
amendments to make a number improvements to the Bill and also to make a number of other, 
mainly technical, amendments to equality legislation generally.

01/07/2014WRQ02850Garda Stations Refurbishment

01/07/2014WRQ02900374. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans re-
garding the on going maintenance of the Garda station at Bennettsbridge, County Kilkenny; if 
the property is to be sold; if any community organisation has expressed an interest in the prop-
erty; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28468/14]

01/07/2014WRQ03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The programme of re-
furbishment of Garda stations is based on priorities which are established by An Garda Sío-
chána.  The programme is advanced in co-operation with the Office of Public Works, which has 
responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  Funding for such 
works is met by the Office of Public Works.

In that context, I am informed by the Garda authorities that refurbishment works on the 
station referred to will be progressed in the context of An Garda Síochána’s identified accom-
modation priorities and in the light of available resources within the Vote of the Office of Public 
Works.

I am further advised that as Bennettsbridge Garda Station is an operational Garda Station, 
the question of disposal does not arise.

01/07/2014WRQ03050Drugs Seizures

01/07/2014WRQ03100375. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in which can-
nabis seized by the Garda and customs officers is dealt with; if there is a protocol in place for 
the disposal of confiscated cannabis; if she will outline this procedure; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [27859/14]

01/07/2014WRQ03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
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Garda authorities that in circumstances where controlled drugs including cannabis have been 
seized and are subsequently made the subject of a court destruction order, or in circumstances 
where no offender is prosecuted in relation to the seizure of the controlled drugs, they are de-
stroyed in a safe and secure manner in accordance with the policy of An Garda Síochána.

The responsibility for ensuring the destruction of drugs, whether subject to a court order or 
otherwise, rests with each District Officer.  The drugs are destroyed under the supervision of an 
Inspector from the Technical Bureau at Garda Headquarters who certifies destruction to each 
relevant District Officer.

The Garda Technical Bureau also facilitates the destruction of controlled drugs which have 
been received at the Bureau from Customs Officials.

01/07/2014WRQ03250Anti-Social Behaviour

01/07/2014WRQ03300376. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action apart-
ment residents can take against noisy and disruptive neighbours. [27863/14]

01/07/2014WRQ03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am assured by the 
Garda authorities that any complaints made to the Gardaí in relation to anti-social behaviour by 
a person’s neighbours are fully investigated.

In this regard there is a range of strong legislative provisions available to an An Garda 
Síochána, including provisions under the Criminal Damage Act 1991, Criminal Justice (Public 
Order) Act 1994, the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 2003, and the Intoxicating Liquor 
Acts 2003 and 2008.

The Deputy will appreciate that issues relating to noise nuisance come within the remit of 
my colleague the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.  In this 
regard, I understand that the Minister is responding today to a Parliamentary Question from the 
Deputy with relevant information.

01/07/2014WRQ03450Garda Investigations

01/07/2014WRQ03500377. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on the 
most appropriate method of satisfying the public interest requirement for an investigation into 
the case of a person (details supplied) who died in tragic circumstances during February 2002 
in Clara, County Offaly in view of the decision by GSOC, due to legislative constraints, not to 
proceed with an investigation into a complaint relating to this case and in view of the existence 
of independent pathologist reports obtained privately by the person’s family that contradict 
certain findings of a report by a former State Pathologist; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [27874/14]

01/07/2014WRQ03600378. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will release to 
the family of a person (details supplied) a full unredacted copy of letter referenced P.S. 343/03; 
if for some reason this is not considered possible, the reason for same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [27875/14]

01/07/2014WRQ03700379. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will release to 
the family of a person (details supplied) the full report of State Pathologist into their review of 
the post mortem findings of her predecessor and the independent opinions of two other patholo-
gists engaged privately by the person’s family, carried out by the State Pathologist as part of a 
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second Garda investigation into the case commenced in 2005; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [27876/14]

01/07/2014WRQ03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 377 to 379, inclusive, together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Garda investigation into the death of the person referred 
to is the subject of a complaint which has been received by my Department.  I am currently 
considering my response and I will contact the Deputy again in relation to it. 

I should point out, however, that I do not have a role in the investigation of criminal cases 
or the conduct of inquests.  In this regard, I am advised that a copy of the State Pathologist’s 
report referred to by the Deputy, which forms part of the Garda examination of the case, is not 
held in my Department.

I am also advised that the letter from 2006 referred to by the Deputy has previously been 
released, without redaction, under the Freedom of Information Act to a journalist following an 
appeal to the Information Commissioner.  It is, of course, open to the persons in question to seek 
this or other documentation held by my Department by making a request under the Act.

01/07/2014WRQ03850Departmental Investigations

01/07/2014WRQ03900380. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will meet with 
the family of Fr. Niall Molloy in advance of the publication of the McGinn report, in view of the 
serious reservations that have been expressed by the family in relation to the terms of reference 
which have not been heard. [27880/14]

01/07/2014WRQ04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware, Mr. Dominic McGinn, Senior Counsel, is at present carrying out an independent exami-
nation of the report of the Serious Crime Review Team relating to the Garda investigation into 
the death of Fr. Niall Molloy. 

In accordance with its terms of reference, this independent examination comprises two ele-
ments.  Firstly, Mr. McGinn is to examine the Review Team’s report which, for legal reasons, 
cannot be put into the public domain in its current form, with a view to preparing a report which 
can be put into the public domain on any issues of public interest which may arise from the 
report.  Secondly, he is to identify matters, if any, of significant public interest or concern that 
would warrant examination by a further inquiry and in respect of which such further inquiry 
would have a reasonable prospect of establishing the truth.

My priority is to allow Mr. McGinn to complete this process so that the maximum amount 
of information can be put into the public domain at the earliest possible date.  At that point I will 
also of course fully consider the outcome of the examination concerning any further inquiry.  I 
am conscious of the  concerns expressed by the relatives of Father Molloy but I think it is im-
portant that I would have the benefit of Mr. McGinn’s independent assessment before consider-
ing this matter further, including with respect to discussing the case with the family.  While Mr. 
McGinn’s terms of reference do not stipulate a specific timescale, my understanding is that his 
work is well advanced and it is anticipated will be completed by the end of the summer.

01/07/2014WRR00150Prisoner Transfers

01/07/2014WRR00200381. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the conditions and 
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criteria for transferring a prisoner from a closed prison to an open facility. [27890/14]

01/07/2014WRR00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can advise the Deputy 
that prisoners being considered by the Irish Prison Service for a transfer from a closed prison 
to an Open Centre are identified by a number of different means but primarily on the recom-
mendation of the Prison Governor or the therapeutic services in the prisons. The prisoner, their 
family or their legal representative can also apply for consideration of such a concession. Rec-
ommendations are also made to me in relation to long term sentenced prisoners by the Parole 
Board. It is important to note that it does not necessarily follow that a prisoner will receive a 
transfer to an Open Centre even if the recommendation is to that effect. The criteria considered 
for the transfer of prisoners from closed prisons to open centres include: the safety of the public 
(specifically flight risk in the case of open centres); compassionate and humane considerations 
(including facilitating family visits); nature and gravity of the offence; length of sentence served 
to date; length of sentence left to serve; prior record on temporary release; behaviour in prison; 
previous criminal history; family support; addiction issues/history; prisoner’s home address.  
Prisoners serving short sentences, i.e. under 12 months, can be moved to an open centre shortly 
after committal. Other longer term prisoners being prepared for the transition back into the 
community can be considered for moves with about 2 years left in their sentence. Exceptional 
prisoners who are engaging strongly with the therapeutic services can sometimes be considered 
for a transfer with up to 4 years left to serve in their sentence.

All decision making staff and prison governors are aware of the need to take appropriate ac-
count of all the criteria to be applied to decision making in a balanced and considered manner.

01/07/2014WRR00350Garda Career Breaks

01/07/2014WRR00400382. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason applications 
for incentivised career breaks in An Garda Síochána as per the Haddington Road agreement  are 
being refused to applicants who meet the criteria. [27892/14]

01/07/2014WRR00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have been informed by 
the Garda Commissioner that all members were invited to make an application for the incentiv-
ised career break.  In the invitation, the Commissioner pointed out that Divisional and District 
Officers may make recommendations to grant or refuse a career break.  While Divisional and 
District Officers are asked to facilitate applications for career breaks as far as possible, the op-
erational requirements of the service may require that some applications will have to be refused.

The operation of the incentivised career break scheme is subject to the operating require-
ments of An Garda Síochána not being significantly adversely affected.

01/07/2014WRR00550Naturalisation Applications

01/07/2014WRR00600383. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of out-
standing cases there are; the number of persons that have paid the certification fee for naturali-
sation but have not received their citizenship; and the average waiting time for citizenship once 
the certification fee has been paid. [27910/14]

01/07/2014WRR00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, as well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish 
citizenship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
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level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process. All applications are processed with a view to establishing whether the applicants meet 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and are submitted for to me decision as expeditiously as possible. In some instances 
that can be established relatively quickly and in other cases completing the necessary checks 
can take a considerable period of time.

Once the certification fee and requested documentation has been received the applicant is 
scheduled for the next available ceremony.  Invitations are generally issued four weeks prior 
to each ceremony day, which are currently being held every 2-3 months.   As of 27 June 2014,  
4,200 candidates had paid the certification fee for naturalisation of whom 4,000 were invited to 
attend the upcoming citizenship ceremonies on the 4th July. Certification fees and documents 
continue to be received on a daily basis and scheduling has commenced for the next ceremony 
day.

I am advised that there are approximately 8,400 applications on hand currently pending de-
cision.  As outlined above, with ceremonies for around 4,000 scheduled every 2/3 months, the 
overall targets set for processing of cases has been met.

Where the allocated ceremony date does not suit the candidate, they may inform the cer-
emonies unit of this and they will be invited to the next available citizenship ceremony.

01/07/2014WRR00750Firearms Licences

01/07/2014WRR00800384. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gun licence  applications processed by An Garda Síochána in the Tuam district of the Galway 
division in each year from 2011 to 2013 inclusive; the number granted, refused or withdrawn in 
each year; the most common reason for refusal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[27919/14]

01/07/2014WRR00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): On the 1 August 2009, 
the remaining sections of the Criminal Justice Act 2006 and Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2009 relating to firearms were commenced. The legislation now provides for 
three year certificates, rather than the one year certificates  which applied up to 2009 and which 
expired on 31 July each year.

According to PULSE (Garda computer) Records, from 1 January 2011 to 31 December 
2011, a total of 328 firearm certificates were issued i.e. granted and paid in the Tuam District.

From 1 January 2012 to 31 January 2012, a total of 369 firearm certificates issued for the 
Tuam District.

From 1 January 2013 to 31 December 2013, a total of 1,861 firearm certificates issued for 
the Tuam District.

From 1 January 2014 to 20 June 2014, a total of 370 firearm certificates issued for the Tuam 
District.

These figures do not provide the overall total of firearm certificates currently in existence 
in the Tuam District.  Firearm certificates now issue for a period of three years from the date of 
grant and yearly figures no longer reflect the number of certificates in existence.

The number of refused firearm certificate applications in respect of the Tuam District for the 
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periods requested is not available from the PULSE system.

01/07/2014WRR00950Road Traffic Offences

01/07/2014WRR01000385. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of offenders’ driving licences from which details were recorded by the Courts Service  in cases 
involving road traffic offences and sent to the NVDF in the years 2013 and to date in 2014; 
and the number of times the Courts Service recorded incidents of offenders not producing their 
driving licences in court in those years. [27944/14]

01/07/2014WRR01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware 
the primary purpose of section 63 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 is to ensure that the driving 
licence number of individual offenders is recorded to enable the application of appropriate pen-
alty points to the licence on conviction by the court.

As indicated in my response to Question 324 of 6 May 2014 where an accused is brought 
before a Court in relation to a penalty point offence, the driving licence number is collected by 
two methods.  The first is where the details are provided by An Garda Síochána prior to sub-
mission of an application for a summons in respect of the offence.  Where the driving licence 
number is so collected, the driving licence number is sent electronically to the Courts Service 
with the summons application and the licence number is updated to the Courts Service com-
puter system.  Under the second method, the details are collected by the Court Registrar where 
a licence is produced to the Court at the hearing of the offence.

As outlined above, if the licence is produced, the Court Registrar records the licence number 
and the number is updated to the Courts Service computer system.  If the accused is convicted 
of the offence, the details of the conviction and the associated driving licence number are sub-
sequently sent electronically to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport for the applica-
tion of penalty points.

The Courts Service has indicated that it is not possible to differentiate between the two 
methods above to provide statistical data in relation to the number of driving licence numbers 
actually collected within a Court.

I am informed that where an accused is summonsed to appear before a court in respect of a 
penalty point offence and is convicted of the offence, if a driving licence is not produced to the 
Court, the Court Registrar records on the Court Minute Book or on the summons that no driving 
licence was produced.  The non-production of the driving licence is recorded whether or not 
the accused appears before the Court.  The Courts Service computer system does not currently 
support the updating of data in relation to the non-production of driving licences in Court.  Last 
week, along with the Minister for Transport Tourism and Sport, I met with PARC an advocacy 
group for road safety. At the meeting I agreed to raise the issue of the presentation of licences 
with the Courts Service.

01/07/2014WRR01150Magdalen Laundries

01/07/2014WRR01200386. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when payment will 
be made from the Magdalen laundries compensation fund in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27948/14]

01/07/2014WRR01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There is no record of an 
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expression of interest or application form being received from this individual for the Magdalen 
Scheme.

If this lady was admitted to and worked in one of the 12 specified institutions under the 
Magdalen Scheme she should contact my officials in the Restorative Justice Implementation 
Unit of my Department at Tel: 01 4768628 and they will assist her.

Alternatively, application forms are available to download from my Department’s website 
www.justice.ie.

01/07/2014WRR01350Crime Data

01/07/2014WRR01400387. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of burglar-
ies in the Stepaside, County Dublin area since the closure of the Garda station; the number of 
prosecutions following these burglaries; the number of convictions. [27949/14]

01/07/2014WRR01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of 
crime statistics by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and 
the CSO has established a dedicated unit for this purpose. I have requested the CSO to provide 
relevant available statistics directly to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRR01550Prisoner Numbers

01/07/2014WRR01600388. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of children aged under 18 years of age who are on remand and are currently detained in St. 
Patrick’s Institution. [27961/14]

01/07/2014WRR01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Irish Prison Service 
publishes on its website (www.irishprisons.ie) prisoner population figures for all institutions on 
a daily basis.I wish to advise the Deputy that on Monday 30th June, 2014, there were five 17 
year old remand prisoners detained at St Patrick’s Institution.

In line with recommendations of the Inspector of Prisons to effect changes in regime and 
culture and to ensure the safe and secure custody of juvenile and young adult offenders, a Gov-
ernment decision was taken to close St. Patrick’s Institution and disperse, where possible,  17 
- 20 year old prisoners to other locations.

Pending the development of new facilities in Oberstown which are currently under con-
struction, 17 year old remand prisoners must remain detained at St Patrick’s Institution for legal 
reasons.  There are no prisoners including those under 18 years of age serving a sentence in St 
Patrick’s Institution.

01/07/2014WRR01750Visa Applications

01/07/2014WRR01800389. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the posi-
tion regarding an appeal for a visa to remain here in respect of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [27970/14]

01/07/2014WRR01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
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Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned was, by letter dated 3rd September, 2008, granted permission to remain in the State as 
the Spouse of an EU National who was exercising their EU Treaty Rights in this State. This 
permission to remain was valid to 6 August, 2012. This permission was not renewed as the cir-
cumstances of the person concerned had changed in a material way.

By letter dated 13 August, 2012, the person concerned made a fresh application for resi-
dency in the State on the basis of being the partner of an EU National who was exercising EU 
Treaty Rights in this State. This application was refused and the person concerned was notified 
of this decision by letter dated 15 February, 2013. This refusal decision was subsequently re-
viewed and the initial refusal decision was upheld and the person concerned was advised of this 
position by letter dated 6 December, 2013.

In January, 2014, the person concerned applied for a right of residency in the State, accom-
panied by a right to work, based on their parentage of an Irish born minor citizen child, and 
based also on the principles of the Zambrano Judgment. This application is under consideration 
at present. When consideration of this application has been completed, and a decision is arrived 
at, the person concerned will be notified in writing.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

01/07/2014WRR01950Garda Recruitment

01/07/2014WRR02000390. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the plans being put 
in place for further recruitment for An Garda Síochána in the coming years, in view of the fact 
that current recruitment levels will not be sufficient to keep pace with the numbers leaving the 
force; the projected number of recruits needed to maintain a force of more than 13,000 officers; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27983/14]

01/07/2014WRR02100419. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current position  
in the recent Garda recruitment drive; if a panel has been formed from which candidates will be 
drawn for consideration to be Garda recruits; the number of gardaí that will be recruited; when 
the first batch will be in training in Templemore; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28153/14]

01/07/2014WRR02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 390 and 419 together.

The Public Appointments Service (PAS) are managing this recruitment process on behalf 
of the Garda Commissioner and I have no direct involvement in the matter.  However,  I am in-
formed that following receipt of 24,000 applications, PAS invited candidates to complete Stage 
1 of the competition which consisted of an assessment questionnaire and reasoning tests which 
were undertaken on-line.  I understand that around 18,000 candidates completed this stage and 
fewer than 13,000 candidates reached a satisfactory standard.  Those who did achieve a satis-
factory standard were placed in three bands determined by their overall scores.

The top 5,000 candidates (i.e. those in Band 1) were invited to take a subsequent battery of 
tests and of that number, just over 3,000 were successful. The top 600 of that group were then 



Questions - Written Answers

282

invited to supervised assessments and interviews. These interviews have now been completed 
and successful candidates have had their details forwarded to the Garda Commissioner under 
whose direction, candidates will undergo physical, medical and security checks. Those remain-
ing from Band 1 will be brought forward for further assessment as required in accordance 
with Government policy.  PAS will revisit those candidates in Band 2 and possibly Band 3, if 
required.

The next intake of recruits to An Garda Síochána (104 approx.) are scheduled to commence 
training in the Garda College, Templemore, in late July 2014.

01/07/2014WRR02250Crime Prevention

01/07/2014WRR02300391. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action being 
taken, or that will be taken, to roll out a text alert system in local communities in north  Dublin 
to provide an increased sense of safety to those who feel vulnerable in their own homes; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [27984/14]

01/07/2014WRR02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can advise the Deputy 
that information and advice on establishing text alert schemes in any particular area, includ-
ing the area referred to by the Deputy is available from local community Gardaí.  In addition, 
guidelines for establishing and operating community text alert schemes have been published by 
the Garda Commissioner and are available on the Garda website.

The Garda guidelines have been produced to assist local communities in establishing a 
standardised and efficient method of receiving communication by text message or e-mail from 
An Garda Síochána. In this context it is considered important to channel community crime pre-
vention efforts and the dissemination of information about criminal incidents or threats within 
the framework of the Garda guidelines and with the benefit of Garda insight and verification.  
While my Department is not involved directly in the operation of the guidelines, I understand 
they have been well received and that hundreds of schemes have already been established at a 
local level.

01/07/2014WRR02450Garda Transport Provision

01/07/2014WRR02500392. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the preparations that 
will be put in place to replenish the fleet of vehicles of An Garda Síochána as the fleet ages 
and vehicles reach their 300,000 km threshold; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[27985/14]

01/07/2014WRR02600393. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current and pro-
jected cost of maintaining the fleet of vehicles used by An Garda Síochána; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [27986/14]

01/07/2014WRR02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 392 and 393 together.

Decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the 
Garda Commissioner in the light of her identified operational demands and the availability of 
resources.

As the Deputy will be aware, a further €9m was secured towards the end of 2013 for invest-
ment in the Garda fleet. This investment resulted in the purchase of 305 new Garda vehicles, at 
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a cost of €5 million. These were in addition to the 133 Garda vehicles which had already been 
procured during the year.  I am advised by the Garda authorities that these new vehicles are be-
ing allocated across Garda Divisions in accordance with operational requirements throughout 
the country.

The remaining €4 million has been made available for the purchase and fit out of Garda 
transport in 2014.  In addition, I am advised that in excess of €22 million has been allocated for 
the maintenance and running of the fleet in 2014.

This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a 
time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear 
indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána 
are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an effective and efficient polic-
ing service.

01/07/2014WRR02750Garda Districts

01/07/2014WRR02800394. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 696 of 27 May 2014, the number of Garda personnel, Garda vehicles and 
Garda reserves for the DMR north district and sub-districts from 2008, broken down by station 
and year in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27987/14]

01/07/2014WRR02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel and Garda 
vehicles, among the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts. Garda management keep this 
distribution under continuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as 
to ensure that the best possible use is made of these resources.

Decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the 
Garda Commissioner in the light of her identified operational demands and the availability of 
resources.

Responsibility for the efficient deployment of Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to 
the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by operational 
circumstances. The Deputy will appreciate that a degree of flexibility in allocating and re-
allocating vehicles among stations, so as to best match the allocation of resources with policing 
priorities, is essential to the efficient management of the Garda fleet. As a consequence it is not 
fully practicable to provide a breakdown of Garda vehicles by individual area.

However, I am advised by the Garda authorities that Garda vehicles allocated to the DMR 
North Districts is as set out in table below:

DMR NORTH 2008 – 2014 (as of 26 June 2014)

- 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008
TOTAL: 108 109 118 124 132 140 131
BALBRIGGAN 
DISTRICT

9 8 10 10 12 13 12

BALLYMUN 
DISTRICT

53 53 59 63 67 72 67

COOLOCK 
DISTRICT

27 29 30 30 31 34 31
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RAHENY 
DISTRICT

19 19 19 21 22 21 21

I have also been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of each 
Garda Station in the DMR North Division, broken down by full time members, Garda Reserves 
and Civilians, on 30 April 2014, the latest date for which figures are readily available, is as set 
out in the tables below:

District/Station Strength Garda Reserves Strength Garda Reserve
30/04/14 31/05/14 31/12/13 31/12/13

Balbriggan
Balbriggan 61 5 64 5
Garristown 2 2
Lusk 11 10
Skerries 10 10
Ballymun
Ballymun 117 12 118 11
Dublin Airport 24 26
Santry 92 10 95 9
Coolock
Coolock 112 8 112 8
Malahide 33 2 34 1
Swords 73 10 74 10
Raheny
Clontarf 71 4 69 4
Howth 37 3 38
Raheny 59 9 62 8

District/Station Strength Garda Reserves Strength Garda Reserve
31/12/12 31/12/12 31/12/11 31/12/11

Balbriggan
Balbriggan 69 7 70 7
Garristown 2 3
Rush Closed 5
Lusk 8 6
Skerries 11 11
Ballymun
Ballymun 118 13 113 12
Dublin Airport 31 33
Whitehall Closed Closed 44 5
Santry 102 12 81 10
Coolock
Coolock 114 9 117 13
Malahide 34 4 35 2
Swords 77 7 77 10
Raheny
Clontarf 72 2 77 5
Howth 42 4 39 4
Raheny 64 5 68 6
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District/Station Strength Garda Reserves Strength Garda Reserve
31/12/10 31/12/10 31/12/09 31/12/09

Balbriggan
Balbriggan 68 6 67 5
Garristown 3 3
Rush 5 6
Lusk 7 4
Skerries 11 12
Ballymun
Ballymun 128 10 130 10
Dublin Airport 22 23
Whitehall 44 2 85 2
Santry 82 8 48 6
Coolock
Coolock 120 12 123 8
Malahide 37 2 44 2
Swords 84 9 87 5
Raheny
Clontarf 79 5 79 4
Howth 38 4 44 4
Raheny 75 6 77 4

District/Station Strength *Garda Reserves
31/12/08 31/12/08

Balbriggan
Balbriggan 59
Garristown 3
Rush 4
Lusk 3
Skerries 13
Ballymun
Ballymun 112
Dublin Airport 25
Whitehall 49
Santry 85
Coolock
Coolock 118
Malahide 45
Swords 82
Raheny
Clontarf 81
Howth 40
Raheny 71
*  The breakdown of Garda Reserve members by Station is not readily available and can 

only be obtained by the disproportionate expenditure of Garda time and resources relative to 
the information sought.

01/07/2014WRR02950Mutual Legal Assistance 
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01/07/2014WRR03000395. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of re-
quests for mutual legal assistance made by the State to, and from, other EU member states and 
non-EU member states; if she will push for the development of an electronic system through 
which requests can be made at EU Council level; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27988/14]

01/07/2014WRR03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In 2013, Ireland made 
200 requests for mutual legal assistance in criminal matters. Of these, 129 were transmitted to 
other Member States of the EU and 71 to other countries. In the same year, Ireland received 583 
requests for assistance, of which 516 were received from within the EU and 67 from outside 
the EU.

Under the provisions of the Criminal Justice (Mutual Assistance) Act 2008, requests may 
be in writing or in any form capable of producing a written record under conditions allowing 
their authenticity to be established. In this regard, I am advised that requests are frequently re-
ceived electronically in the first instance (with the original documents subsequently forwarded 
by post).

01/07/2014WRR03150Visa Applications

01/07/2014WRR03200396. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an immigration application in respect of a family (details supplied) in Dublin 3. 
[28003/14]

01/07/2014WRR03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is open to a visa re-
quired national to make a visa application for any purpose, the onus resting with the applicant to 
satisfy the Visa Officer as to why the visa should be granted.  All information that the applicant 
wishes to have taken into consideration should be included with his or her application.

Visa applications for family reunification purposes will be considered in accordance with 
the Government’s Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification which was published 
by my predecessor on 31 December 2013. The Policy Document is available on the website 
of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department at www.inis.gov.ie  . In 
addition, guidelines on the visa application process, including details of the required supporting 
documentation for a ‘join parent’ visa can be found on the INIS website. It should be borne in 
mind that the information contained on the website is intended to act as guidance only; it does 
not limit the discretion of the Visa Officer in dealing with individual applications.

Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to INIS by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek 
information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using 
the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inad-
equate or too long awaited.

01/07/2014WRR03350Cycling Policy

01/07/2014WRR03400397. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding cyclists cycling on footpaths (details supplied) in Dublin. [28004/14]

01/07/2014WRR03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
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aware that members of An Garda Síochána enforce the law on cycling on footpaths as part of 
their normal duties on an ongoing basis including at the location referred to. In addition to the 
day to day enforcement of the relevant provisions of the Road Traffic Acts, breaches of the leg-
islation are regularly targeted by way of specific Garda operations which take into account the 
interaction of cyclists, pedestrians and vehicular traffic.  Where breaches of the legislation are 
detected, members of An Garda Síochána, depending on the circumstances, may deal with the 
incident by way of advice or caution or by initiating criminal proceedings.

The Deputy will also appreciate that I have no direct role in the enforcement of road traffic 
legislation which is an operational matter for An Garda Síochána.  In that regard, I have brought 
the Deputy’s concerns surrounding the location in question to the attention of the Garda authori-
ties for any appropriate action.

01/07/2014WRR03550Legal Services Regulation

01/07/2014WRR03600398. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a solicitor 
fails to act on behalf of a client, the recourse the client has (details supplied); if the Law Society 
of Ireland can be held accountable; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28028/14]

01/07/2014WRR03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under the current regu-
latory regime, the Law Society of Ireland, the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal and the Office of 
the Independent Adjudicator are the independent statutory bodies charged with investigating or 
resolving complaints against solicitors under the Solicitors Acts 1954-2011 and their attendant 
regulations. Under these statutory complaints structures the Law Society is, therefore, the main 
route of redress for aggrieved clients of solicitors, outside of the courts. The Society’s Com-
plaints and Client Relations Committee, which includes lay members, determines complaints 
in relation to misconduct, inadequate services or excessive fees made directly to it by members 
of the public. The Society provides guidance on “making a complaint” on its website, www.
lawsociety.ie.

The Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal deals with complaints of serious misconduct and such 
complaints are either referred to it by the Law Society or made directly by members of the pub-
lic. The Tribunal members are appointed by the President of the High Court and act indepen-
dently of the Law Society. In more serious cases, where the Tribunal considers that a solicitor 
should be suspended or struck off it will make such a recommendation to the President of the 
High Court. Further details are available on the Tribunal’s website www.distrib.ie.

Members of the public who are dissatisfied with the way the Law Society has dealt with a 
complaint may also refer it to the Office of the Independent Adjudicator (www.independentad-
judicator.ie). The Office of the Independent Adjudicator was established to provide an indepen-
dent point of contact to which members of the public could have recourse if dissatisfied with 
the manner in which the Law Society had dealt with a complaint. It is important to note that the 
Adjudicator’s role is to investigate the handling of the complaint by the Law Society and not to 
investigate the substance of the original complaint.

In addition to the  remedies available under the statutory complaints handling framework 
that I have just outlined, aggrieved clients of solicitors may also choose to seek redress through 
the courts. This typically arises in cases of negligence on the part of a solicitor which have had 
serious negative consequences for the client concerned. As with any court proceedings, it is 
considered prudent that persons considering taking such legal action seek independent legal 
advice on the strength or otherwise of their case and its possible cost implications. It will then 
be a matter for the aggrieved client concerned to decide which course of action might be best 
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suited to the circumstances of their particular complaint. It is also understood that the Law Soci-
ety maintains a list of solicitors who are prepared to act in such negligence proceedings against 
another solicitor and this list can be obtained upon request.

It should also be noted that in order to be permitted to practice by the Law Society, indi-
vidual solicitors are obliged to have Professional Indemnity Insurance to cover such instances 
of negligence as those raised by the Deputy. The current minimum level of such insurance is 
set under legislation at €1.5 million and the professional indemnity insurance details of an open 
solicitor firm can be found under the on-line firm search facility on the Law Society’s website 
at: www.lawsociety.ie/Find-a-Solicitor/Solicitor-Firm-Search.

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that the Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011, which 
is due to commence Report Stage in the Dáil on 17 July, will establish a new, independent, 
Legal Services Regulatory Authority with responsibility for the oversight of both solicitors and 
barristers. There will be a new complaints system to deal with complaints about professional 
misconduct independent of both the Law Society and the Bar Council backed up by a Legal 
Practitioners’ Disciplinary Tribunal. Members of the public who wish to make complaints will 
no longer do so through the Law Society or the Bar Council as they do at present, but through 
the new and independent Legal Services Regulatory Authority.

01/07/2014WRR03750Subsidiary Protection Applications

01/07/2014WRR03800399. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application  for subsidiary protection in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28030/14]

01/07/2014WRR03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record 
of an application for subsidiary protection having been received from or on behalf of the person 
concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

01/07/2014WRR03950Road Safety

01/07/2014WRR04000400. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing a Go Safe Mobile Speed/Safety Camera on the N11 outside the garden centre which was 
operating in an area not listed as a safety zone (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28036/14]

01/07/2014WRR04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

01/07/2014WRS00150UN Conventions Ratification
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01/07/2014WRS00200401. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if progress has 
been made regarding the ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities; the timeframe for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28043/14]

01/07/2014WRS00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I refer the Deputy to 
the response given by my colleague, Minister of State Kathleen Lynch on 27 February 2014, 
in which she informed the House that the Government intends to proceed to ratification of the 
Convention as quickly as possible, taking into account the need to ensure all necessary legis-
lative and administrative requirements under the Convention are met.  As the Deputy may be 
aware, Ireland does not become party to treaties until it is first in a position to comply with the 
obligations imposed by them, including the amendment of domestic law as necessary.

An interdepartmental committee on the Convention is reviewing the remaining legislative 
and administrative actions required to enable ratification.  As part of its work programme, the 
committee has identified issues to be considered by various Departments and examination of 
these issues is ongoing.  At the request of the committee, the National Disability Authority, the 
lead statutory agency for the sector, has also assisted in assessing remaining requirements for 
ratification to ensure that all outstanding issues will be comprehensively addressed.

For my Department, one of the key requirements is the enactment of capacity legislation. 
The Programme for Government contains a commitment to introduce a Bill in line with the 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Assisted Decision-Making (Ca-
pacity) Bill, published on 17 July 2013, provides a series of options to support people with 
impaired capacity to make decisions and exercise their basic rights in line with the principles 
of the UN Convention. It undertakes a comprehensive reform of existing legislation governing 
capacity. The Bill will go to Committee Stage shortly. The enactment of this legislation is one 
of the core elements of the remaining work to be completed to enable ratification by the State 
of the UN Convention.    

01/07/2014WRS00350Garda Vetting

01/07/2014WRS00400402. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will change 
the period for Garda clearance from one to two years; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28058/14]

01/07/2014WRS00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that there is no arrangement in place whereby vetting reports are valid for fixed periods 
of time.  The primary consideration in any vetting process is to ensuring the safety of children 
and vulnerable adults and as such vetting processes demand rigorous procedures to ensure their 
integrity and to maintain the highest level of confidence by the public and organisations avail-
ing of the service. To that end full vetting checks are conducted by the Garda Central Vetting 
Unit (GCVU) for each new vetting application received to ensure that the most recent data 
available is taken into account. This is because once there has been any significant lapse of 
time between one employment and another, the original Garda Vetting Disclosure would not 
include information regarding any recent criminal convictions, and the second employer could 
not safely rely on it.  

Furthermore, under the Data Protection Acts, any sensitive personal data which employers 
use in regard to their employees must be current, accurate and up-to-date and employers would 
be exposed to civil liability if they knowingly recruited staff based on out-of-date criminal re-
cords information where the person in fact had a more recent criminal conviction. Effectively, 
the non-transferability and contemporaneous nature of the current process protects against the 
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risk of fraud or forgery and is a guarantee of the integrity of the vetting service and such proce-
dures are in line with best practice internationally.

There are, however,  certain limited circumstances where organisations can share a single 
vetting disclosure where this is agreed to by the vetting applicant.  For example, persons in-
volved in voluntary work may be doing work with more than one voluntary organisation at 
the same time, and may agree with the vetting applicant to share a single vetting disclosure.  
Similar arrangements arise in the health sector in regard to persons working as locums, agency 
nurses or other temporary employees in a number of different organisations, or in the education 
sector where substitute teachers are on panels for substitute teaching in more than one school.   

Finally, the current average processing time for vetting applications is four weeks. 

01/07/2014WRS00550Garda Oversight

01/07/2014WRS00600403. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the process by 
which civilians will be recruited to the new independent Garda authority; if she will provide a 
provisional timeline for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28104/14]

01/07/2014WRS00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware the Government has indicated that an Independent Garda Authority will be established 
by the end of the year.  

The measures to be put in place in respect of the new Authority are complex and it is not 
possible at this stage to indicate the specific staffing arrangements that will be made.  However, 
I can assure the Deputy that the overall project is a major priority for my Department.

01/07/2014WRS00750Asylum Applications

01/07/2014WRS00800404. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an application in respect of a person (details supplied) in county Donegal. [28105/14]

01/07/2014WRS00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The person referred to 
made an application on 4 May, 2014 which is currently being considered in line with standard 
procedures.  When consideration is complete, I will make a decision and the person concerned 
will be informed in due course. 

01/07/2014WRS00950Asylum Applications

01/07/2014WRS01000405. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the target process-
ing times for applications for asylum; the number of staff tasked with processing applications 
and the performance against those target processing times. [28107/14]

01/07/2014WRS01100407. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the plan in place 
to expedite the processing of applications for asylum in view of the clear negative impact of 
long-term stays on residents in direct provision centres. [28110/14]

01/07/2014WRS01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 405 and 407 together.

The Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) is the statutory independent 
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body charged with processing asylum applications at first instance. I am informed by the Com-
missioner that, in general, the target time for processing asylum applications is 9 to 10 weeks. 

The Refugee Applications Commissioner is statutory independent in the exercise of his 
functions. The Commissioner has advised that it is the policy of the office to ensure that ap-
plications for refugee status are processed as speedily as possible in the context of the available 
staffing resources and other priorities within the Office.  Accordingly, the number of staff avail-
able for processing can vary  and is augmented from time to time by staff from other  units as 
resource redeployment permits. There is also a network of support staff who carry out a variety 
of application processing related functions  such as  taking applications for asylum, scheduling 
interviews, arranging interpretation  and translation, issuing recommendations, dealing with Ju-
dicial Reviews, processing of Dublin Regulation cases and so forth.    These staff also perform 
similar  functions for other areas of the work in ORAC, including Subsidiary Protection, and 
accordingly, it is not possible to separate out the time spent on asylum cases exclusively.  The 
overall resources of the office are kept under review taking into account the demand led nature 
of the work of the Office.  

The median processing time for asylum applications in 2014 (to end April) is 12.1 weeks. 
Various strategies are being advanced to manage processing times in ORAC including the 
scheduling of some Saturday interviews.

The median processing time to a final decision by the Minister on an asylum application 
in 2013 to include the appeals process in the Refugee Appeals Tribunal (RAT) was 36 weeks. 
Some cases can take significantly longer to complete due to, for example, delays arising from 
medical issues or because of judicial review proceedings. All asylum applications and appeals 
are processed in accordance with the Refugee Act 1996 and other relevant statutory provisions.  
High quality and fair decision-making in all cases continues to be a key priority at all stages of 
the asylum process. 

Persons who are refused refugee status are notified of their entitlement to apply for subsid-
iary protection.  This is separate to the asylum or refugee status determination process. This is 
invariably followed by the so-called leave to remain process. Each of these processes which 
determine whether an applicant can remain in the State are hugely complex and subject to 
oversight by the courts and have to be examined in accordance with a large body of Irish and 
international law. There are no shortcuts as the outcomes can lead to the most fundamental life-
changing event for the applicants.  

Measures have recently been taken with a view to delivering improvements in the process-
ing of protection applications. The Deputy may be aware that the European Union (Subsidiary 
Protection) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 426 of 2013) were signed into law by my predecessor 
last November. Under the new Regulations, responsibility for the processing of applications 
for subsidiary protection was transferred from my Department to the ORAC with appeals to be 
dealt with by the RAT.  Both of these bodies are independent in the exercise of their statutory 
functions and they have substantial experience in the area of asylum investigations and ap-
peals, respectively. Additional resources have been allocated to the establishment and operation 
of the new arrangements for the processing of these cases which include the engagement of a 
panel of legally qualified persons to process cases, personal interviews for each applicant at 
the first instance and the opportunity for an applicant to appeal a negative recommendation of 
the ORAC to the RAT. The ORAC, in consultation with the UNHCR, have recently published 
on its website details of how it will prioritise the process of scheduling persons for interview 
taking into account, inter alia, dealing with applicants who are longest in the system first. The 
intention is to process as many of these cases to finality, to include consideration of any leave 
to remain aspects arising, in the shortest possible timeframe  consistent with quality and fair 
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assessment of all cases and of course, subject to the cooperation of applicants and no further 
legal impediments arising. 

The Government remains committed to legislative reform in this area as provided for under 
the Programme for Government and under the Government Legislation Programme. My im-
mediate priority is that the factors which lead to delays in the processing of cases are dealt with. 
In this regard, legislative reform aimed at establishing a single application procedure for the 
investigation of all grounds for protection is a key priority for this Government. Such reform 
would substantially simplify and streamline the existing arrangements by removing the current 
multi-layered and sequential processes and provide applicants with a final decision on their ap-
plication in a more straightforward and timely fashion. In consultation with my officials, I am 
reviewing the work done to date in respect of the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 
and will then decide on how best to progress the implementation of the Government’s priorities, 
in particular to expedite those relating to the establishment of a single application procedure.

01/07/2014WRS01250Direct Provision Data

01/07/2014WRS01300406. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide 
a breakdown of the number of persons since 2000 who have been and are currently in direct 
provision centres; the number of applications for asylum processed each year to date; and if she 
will provide a breakdown, by number of years, of the time spent by residents in direct provision 
centres before their applications are processed. [28108/14]

01/07/2014WRS01400422. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons in the direct provision system for less than six months; between six and 12 months; in 
excess of one, two, three, four, five, six and seven years, respectively; the corresponding figures 
for children; the specific steps being taken to address the delays in processing immigration ap-
plications involving persons in direct provision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28179/14]

01/07/2014WRS01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 406 and 422 together.

The direct provision system is managed by the Reception and Integration Agency, RIA, of 
my Department. Its function is to provide accommodation and related services to those who 
have sought international protection and who have no means of supporting themselves other-
wise. More than 53,000 such persons have availed of RIA’s services to date. 

As at 8 June 2014, there were 4,353 persons availing of direct provision accommodation 
and supports in 34 accommodation centres across 16 counties.  The numbers of asylum seekers 
residing in direct provision has reduced significantly since the end of December 2008, since 
when the number of persons being accommodated by RIA had declined by 38%. 

Details as to the length of time spent by residents in the direct provision system as at the end 
of December, 2013 are shown on the 2013 RIA Annual Report published on its website - www.
ria.gov.ie.  This shows that by the end of 2013, 68.2 % of RIA residents had first claimed inter-
national protection in Ireland three or more years previously.

In essence, RIA accommodates all those who make a claim for international protection and 
who seek accommodation until such time as they leave voluntarily; are removed - either by way 
of deportation or Dublin II transfer; are granted refugee status or subsidiary protection; or are 
granted leave to remain, either through the process set out in the Immigration Act, 1999 or are 
granted permission to remain in the State on some other basis.  There is therefore no immedi-
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ate year on year connection between the numbers residing in direct provision accommodation 
centres and the number of asylum applications processed. Nonetheless, details of the yearly 
processing of asylum claims by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner are avail-
able on its Annual Reports published on its website - www.orac.ie.

The median processing time to a final decision on an asylum application in 2013 was 36 
weeks.  Some cases can take significantly longer to complete due to, for example, delays aris-
ing from medical issues or because of judicial review proceedings. All asylum applications and 
appeals are processed in accordance with the Refugee Act 1996 and other relevant statutory 
provisions.  High quality and fair decision-making in all cases continues to be a key priority at 
all stages of the asylum process. 

Persons who are refused refugee status are notified of their entitlement to apply for subsid-
iary protection.  This is separate to the asylum or refugee status determination process.  This 
is invariably followed by the so-called leave to remain process. Each of these processes which 
determine whether an applicant can remain in the State are hugely complex and subject to 
oversight by the courts and have to be examined in accordance with a large body of Irish and 
international law. There are no shortcuts as the outcomes can lead to the most fundamental life-
changing event for the applicants.

As the Deputy may be aware my predecessor   made new Regulations last year governing 
the investigation and determination of applications for subsidiary protection in the State. The  
European Union (Subsidiary Protection) Regulations 2013, which came into effect on 14 No-
vember 2013, were made to address certain matters which arose from the judgment of the High 
Court in January 2013 in the MM case.

Under the new Regulations, responsibility for the processing of applications for subsidiary 
protection was transferred from my Department to the Office of the Refugee Applications Com-
missioner with appeals to be dealt with by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.  Both of these bodies 
are independent in the exercise of their statutory functions and they have substantial experience 
in the area of asylum investigations and appeals, respectively. My aim is for applications cur-
rently on hand to be processed to finality by the statutory bodies concerned in the shortest pos-
sible timeframe consistent with quality and fair assessment of all cases and of course, subject to 
the cooperation of applicants and no further legal impediments arising.

More generally, I acknowledge that the length of time that residents spend in Direct Provi-
sion is an issue to be addressed.  My immediate priority is that the factors which lead to delays 
in the processing of cases are dealt with.  In this regard, legislative reform aimed at establish-
ing a single application procedure for the investigation of all grounds for protection is a key 
priority for this Government.   Such reform would substantially simplify and streamline the 
existing arrangements by removing the current multi-layered and sequential processes and pro-
vide applicants with a final decision on their application in a more straightforward and timely 
fashion.  In consultation with my officials, I am reviewing the work done to date in respect of 
the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill and will then decide on how best to progress 
the implementation of the Government’s priorities, in particular to expedite those relating to the 
establishment of a single application procedure.

  Question No. 407 answered with Question No. 405.

  Question No. 408 answered with Question No. 369.

01/07/2014WRS01750Direct Provision Expenditure
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01/07/2014WRS01800409. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total cost of 
the direct provision service nationally; and the annual cost of contracts with private providers 
in accommodating residents, broken down per adult and child. [28114/14]

01/07/2014WRS01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception and In-
tegration Agency (RIA) of my Department is responsible for the accommodation of protection 
applicants in accordance with the Government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  Direct 
provision provides for full board accommodation supports while a final decision is awaited by 
a person on their protection or any related leave to remain application.

As at 8 June 2014, there were 4,353 persons availing of direct provision accommodation 
and supports in 34 accommodation centres across 16 counties. The expenditure outturn for the 
accommodation costs incurred by RIA in the last five years is as follows:

Year Outturn
2013 €55.2m
2012 €62.3m
2011 €69.5m
2010 €79m
2009 €86.5m

The 2014 Estimate Provision for RIA is €51.9 million.  More detailed information on the 
breakdown of costs associated with the Direct Provision system can be found in RIA Annual 
Reports on its website - www.ria.gov.ie.  For example, the 2013 RIA Annual Report shows 
that RIA paid €45.735m to private contractors in respect of commercially owned centres and 
€6.901m to private contractors in respect of the management of State-owned centres.

Of the 34 centres currently under contract to RIA, 7 are State owned i.e. the land and build-
ings are owned by the State.  Whilst all centres are managed by private companies under con-
tract to RIA, the rates paid by RIA takes into account the differing costs undertaken directly by 
these companies, depending on whether it is a State owned or privately owned centre.  A key 
element of these contracts is the rates paid by RIA on a per person per day (PPPD) basis.  This 
rate does not distinguish between adults and children.

As has been stated in answers to previous Dáíl Questions, details of current contract rates 
are not provided. The policy is that the updating of the table of contracts will take place only at 
the end of January each year in respect of all financial information up to the end of December 
two years previously, e.g. at the end of January, 2013 the records are updated to end of Decem-
ber 2010.  This policy has been upheld by the Office of the Information Commissioner.   

Nonetheless, it is possible to give a general indication of the rates currently paid. As men-
tioned above, these rates are on a per person per day (PPPD) basis. Currently, the average PPPD 
rate for direct provision centres is €29.49 while the same contract rate for State-owned centres 
averages at €15.50.  

The two PPPD rates cited above are not directly comparable.  The direct provision rate is a 
single all-inclusive figure  which includes, inter alia, energy, maintenance, transport and VAT 
costs. By contrast, the State-owned rate does not include any of these costs, which are borne 
directly by the State and not by the contracted management company. 

 It should be noted that the direct provision system is only one element of the State’s re-
sponse to its international obligations on the asylum issue. The system is based on the prin-
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ciple of mainstream service provision so that residents receive the same health and community 
welfare supports as the general population. As regards education, children of asylum seekers 
are linked to local mainstream primary and post-primary schools as well as ECCE pre-school 
placements in a like manner to the general population.  As well as these educational, health 
and welfare costs, there is the asylum determination system itself, as well as the downstream 
judicial and policing costs.  All countries which take their responsibilities in this area seriously 
are faced with similar calls on their financial resources.  For example, it was estimated that in 
the period 2005 to 2009 inclusive, the total amount spent across the whole of Government on 
asylum seekers was €1,275.31 million, of which €424.43 million was spent on the direct provi-
sion system.  

01/07/2014WRS01950Direct Provision System

01/07/2014WRS02000410. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the plans in place 
to improve access to higher education and training for young persons in direct provision cen-
tres. [28115/14]

01/07/2014WRS02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception and In-
tegration Agency (RIA) of my Department is responsible for the accommodation of asylum / 
protection applicants in accordance with the Government policy of direct provision and disper-
sal.  As at 8 June 2014, there were 4,353 persons availing of direct provision accommodation 
and supports in 34 accommodation centres across 16 counties. 

Policy in relation to access to higher education and training in relation to all cohorts of per-
sons, including asylum seekers, is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Educa-
tion and Skills. In relation to this question his Department has advised my Department of the 
following.

Under the terms of the Department of Education and Skill’s Student Grant Scheme, grant 
assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions of funding including those 
relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means. The nationality/
immigration status requirements for the student grant scheme are set out in section 14 of the 
Student Support Act, 2011 and regulation 5 of the Student Support Regulations 2014. 

While persons with refugee status meet the nationality/immigration status requirement of 
the scheme, persons who are in the asylum process and are awaiting decisions in relation to 
their applications for refugee status are ineligible under the nationality requirement.

Article 32 of the Student Grant Scheme 2014 provides for the review of eligibility for the 
award of grant assistance in the event of changes of circumstances in the academic year, includ-
ing a change in relation to a student’s nationality or immigration status. This means that where 
a person in the asylum process is declared a refugee during the course of their studies, he/she 
may apply to Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) to have his/her application re-assessed. 
Any award the applicant may be eligible for as a result of a change in their immigration status 
will take effect from the date on which the change occurs. 

Under the terms of the Department of Education and Skills Free Fees Schemes students 
must hold, inter alia, EU/EEA/Swiss nationality in their own right, and have been ordinarily 
resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss state for at least three of the five years preceding their entry to an 
approved third level course. Persons with official refugee status in the state may also meet the 
nationality clause of the schemes. Persons in the asylum process are not entitled to free fees. 
However, time spent from date of official lodgement of application papers for refugee status 
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will be included for the purpose of meeting the three year residency requirement.Persons in the 
asylum process who are declared a refugee during the course of their studies may be entitled to 
free tuition fees for the remainder of their course of study as follows:

- Students who acquire refugee status up to 31 January in an academic year may be entitled 
to free tuition from the second half of the academic year.

- Students who acquire refugee status from 1 February may be entitled to free tuition fees 
from the commencement of the next academic year.

The Department of Education and Skills has advised that there are no plans at present to 
extend the scope of the Student Grant Scheme or the Free Fee Schemes to provide for young 
persons in the asylum process and in direct provision centres.   

01/07/2014WRS02150Direct Provision System

01/07/2014WRS02200411. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action that has 
been taken to address the increasing numbers of residents in the direct provision system who 
are presenting with mental health issues due to stress. [28116/14]

01/07/2014WRS02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The direct provision 
system is managed by the Reception and Integration Agency, RIA, of my Department. Its func-
tion is to provide accommodation and related services to those who have sought international 
protection and who have no means of supporting themselves otherwise. As at 8 June 2014, there 
were 4,353 persons availing of direct provision accommodation and supports in 34 accommo-
dation centres across 16 counties.

Asylum seekers are entitled to the same public health services, including mental health 
services, as Irish citizens. In addition, asylum seekers in direct provision centres qualify for a 
medical card which allows them access a range of health services free of charge.

Asylum seekers in direct provision first link in with health services when they are temporar-
ily accommodated in a reception centre in Dublin after they first claim international protection.  
In the reception centre, they are offered medical screening and are linked in with Community 
Welfare services.  Access is also provided to GP’s, Public Health Nurses and psychological 
services. After a period of approximately two weeks, those asylum seekers are scheduled for 
dispersal to accommodation centres throughout the country, subject to clearance by the HSE 
Health Centre in the reception centre. If there are particular health concerns, a person may be 
retained for a period at the reception centre or may be dispersed to specified accommodation 
centres with access to particular health services.  Even after dispersal, further health needs may 
present.  Such cases are reviewed by RIA’s internal administrative health unit in conjunction 
with the local health services to see if any administrative arrangements, transfers etc., can be 
put in place. RIA has access to an independent medical referee to assist in the assessment of 
particular health needs.

As I have stated elsewhere, I acknowledge that the length of time that residents spend in 
Direct Provision is an issue to be addressed.  My immediate priority is that the factors which 
lead to delays in the processing of cases are dealt with so that protection seekers spend as little 
time as necessary in direct provision.  

A key priority for this Government is legislative reform aimed at establishing a single appli-
cation procedure for the investigation of all grounds for protection and any other grounds pre-
sented by applicants seeking to remain in the State. Such reform would substantially simplify 
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and streamline the existing arrangements by removing the current multi-layered and sequential 
processes and provide applicants with a final decision on their application in a more straight-
forward and timely fashion.  In consultation with my officials, I am reviewing the work done to 
date in respect of the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill and will then decide on how 
best to progress the implementation of the Government’s priorities, in particular to expedite 
those relating to the establishment of a single application procedure.

01/07/2014WRS02350Departmental Consultations

01/07/2014WRS02400412. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason no 
elected members of local government were invited to the consultation seminar on justice reform 
recently held in Farmleigh; if her attention has been drawn to the important role councillors 
play in justice matters through the joint policing committee system; and if her attention has 
been drawn to the role of local government in other countries in local justice systems; if she will 
ensure local authority members are consulted for their views; if she will provide a list of those 
who were invited to the seminar; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28135/14]

01/07/2014WRS02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Consultation Semi-
nar on Justice Reform at Farmleigh followed on from the public consultation process under-
taken by the Government in May in relation to the establishment of an Independent Policing 
Authority.  In that context many of the participants comprised persons or representatives of 
organisations from whom submissions were received during the consultation process. 

In the course of making preparations for the seminar consideration was given to inviting 
representatives from local authorities but, given the limited space available, it was not prac-
ticable to do this.  At best it would only have been possible to accommodate a very restricted 
number of representatives and many local authorities would have been involved.  

I very much appreciate the contribution made by local authority members in the field of 
policing throughout the country.  In particular I am fully aware of the positive response that the 
Joint Policing Committees engender in local communities and the very important and valuable 
work of elected local representatives on these Committees.  A review of the operation of the 
Committees is currently under way in line with the Programme for Government.

While I understand the concerns the Deputy has indicated in his Question I can assure him 
that I will be happy to consider any submission he or any other member of a local authority may 
make to me in relation to the matters dealt with at the seminar or any related issues.  

01/07/2014WRS02550Visa Numbers

01/07/2014WRS02600413. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of Irish visas applied for by Chinese nationals in 2013 through 
the Beijing visa office and the Shanghai consulate and all other offices in 2013; the number of 
refusals arising from these applications; the reason for these refusals; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28145/14]

01/07/2014WRS02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Around 10,300 applica-
tions by Chinese nationals for Irish short-stay and long-stay visas were received worldwide in 
2013.  Of these, 79% of applications were made in China, the vast majority of which were de-
cided on in the Visa Office in Beijing, 12% in the UK and 9% throughout the rest of the world.  
Of applications by Chinese nationals decided in 2013, around 9,800 were granted and about 
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530 were refused.  This represents a very high grant rate of about 95% which compares very 
favourably internationally.

Visa applications can be refused for a number of reasons.  Essentially, the reasons for the 
refusal for any visa is that the person concerned failed to meet that criteria for the particular visa 
applied for. The criteria would vary depending on the type of visa sought.  The visa applicant 
is informed of the reasons for refusal and has the opportunity to appeal the decision within two 
months of the decision being issued.  

01/07/2014WRS02750Visa Applications

01/07/2014WRS02800414. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the policy and 
procedure in place when considering applications for visas by Chinese nationals; if she will out-
line those policies and procedures; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28146/14]

01/07/2014WRS02900415. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her attention 
has been drawn to any complaints made against Irish officials in their handling of applications 
from Chinese officials; the quality checks made on officials dealing with these applications; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [28147/14]

01/07/2014WRS03000416. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will ensure 
that the procedures by which Chinese nationals apply for visas are as user-friendly as possible; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28148/14]

01/07/2014WRS03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 414 to 416, inclusive, together.

Visa applications for Chinese nationals living in China are handled by the dedicated Irish 
Visa Office in Beijing, which is a sub-office of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service 
(INIS) of my Department.  This office handles all aspects of visa applications, including ap-
peals, locally.

Over 50% of visit visas worldwide, which includes tourist visas and applications lodged in 
China, are processed within 4 days. The remainder are for the most part processed within one 
week with a small amount of more complex cases taking up to 15 days. This time frame is of 
course dependent on all the required documentation being provided with no queries remaining 
outstanding. 

As a result of a number of initiatives which my Department has introduced, the number of 
short stay visas (including visas for tourism purposes) granted to Chinese nationals has grown 
steadily from just over 7,300 in 2011 to over 8,100 in 2013, an 11% increase. The approval rate 
for visa applications from China is 92% which compares very favourably internationally. The 
grant rate for Chinese nationals overall i.e. including applications made outside China is even 
higher at 95%.  

These initiatives offer Chinese nationals who wish to travel to Ireland as tourists with a 
number of options. For example, the Irish Short-stay Visa Waiver Programme, introduced with 
effect from 1 July 2011, has proved to be very successful in facilitating Chinese nationals who 
wish to visit Ireland. The Programme applies to holders of UK short stay visas from eighteen 
selected countries, including China, and allows visitors, who are in possession of a UK visa, 
to travel on to Ireland without the need to apply for a separate Irish visa. The Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, in their latest report on the impact of the Programme estimate 
that there has been an additional 12,700 visits to Ireland by Chinese nationals, between July 
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2011 and October 2013, as a direct result of the Programme i.e. in addition to the growth in 
those visiting the State using Irish visas.  

Chinese nationals can also apply for a visa as part of an Approved Destination Scheme 
(ADS) Group Tour, for an individual tourist visa or for a visit visa which is normally used for 
visiting family members. Several measures have been introduced in the last number of years 
to encourage this type of tourist to Ireland resulting in an ADS visa being now one of the most 
straightforward and quickest Irish visas to obtain with processing times being less than five 
working days normally. In recognition of the growing number of affluent and independent 
tourists from China, a scheme to enable independent Chinese travellers to come to Ireland was 
introduced in November 2011. This category of visa application is processed within 10 working 
days. All processing times are, of course, dependent on the required supporting documentation 
being provided by the applicant. To help with this, application guidelines for all visa categories 
are published on the Irish Embassy website in English and Chinese. 

The Government has also taken other steps to make the visa process easier, including, with 
effect from 1 August, 2012, a more liberal multi-entry visa regime for Chinese business travel-
lers and regular family visitors.  This regime compares favourably with the approach taken by 
our nearest competitors.  For example, it allows for a multi-entry visa for 3 years for €100 for 
qualifying travellers which compares with the $180 charged by the USA for the same duration.  
In addition, agreed programmes aimed at short stays for the purpose of learning English in 
Irish colleges, with accelerated processing of applications and reduced formalities, have been 
introduced.

Whilst I am satisfied that Ireland compares favourably with international competitors re-
garding processing times and approval rates for visas from China, I continue to seek, with my 
officials in INIS, ways in which the visa regime may be enhanced in order to encourage and 
facilitate tourism to Ireland, especially from emerging markets such as China.  In this regard, 
the Deputy will be aware of my recent announcement of the launch of a joint visa initiative be-
tween the UK and Ireland, the “British Irish Visa Scheme” which will, from the autumn of this 
year, allow tourist and business visitors from China to travel to and around the Common Travel 
Area between Ireland and the UK on the basis of a single visa. 

This initiative represents a major evolution of the Common Travel Area arrangement and 
an historic breakthrough in developing the CTA to its natural conclusion where visas issued by 
either country will be mutually recognised.   While making travel to the CTA easier for Chinese 
citizens, the scheme will bring benefits for the entire island of Ireland as, for the first time, visa 
required visitors to Ireland and the UK will be able to move freely between North and South 
using a single visa.  By removing the need for Chinese visitors travelling to the UK and Ireland 
to obtain separate visas the number of visitors from there to the island of Ireland is expected to 
increase very significantly. 

In relation to the arrangements for visa applications by holders of public affairs, or “offi-
cial”, passports, all such applications are processed by the Beijing Visa Office through a special 
arrangement with the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA).  The Beijing office has an 
excellent working relationship with the Ministry and applications received from there are pri-
oritised and expedited.  In addition, the normal requirements for supporting documentation are 
significantly reduced.  As an example, in preparation for a recent high level visit to Ireland from 
China, 83 applications were processed within 24 hours.  

No complaint of the type referred to by the Deputy has been made against officials of my 
Department - either based here or in China.  Officials assigned to consular offices abroad are 
selected from the staff of my Department following a competitive interview process and do not 
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only handle visa processing but are also involved with important promotional activities for Irish 
tourism and business in China.  A number of visiting Government Ministers have specifically 
praised their role in such activities. The staff also develop and implement necessary risk profil-
ing and document verification skills locally.  

01/07/2014WRS03150Garda Deployment

01/07/2014WRS03200417. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will request 
the acting Garda Commissioner to ensure additional Garda personnel are deployed to an area 
(details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28149/14]

01/07/2014WRS03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel among the 
Garda Regions, Divisions and Districts. Garda management keep this distribution under con-
tinuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best 
possible use is made of these resources. 

The Donaghmede area is policed by Coolock Garda Station which forms part of the Dublin 
Metropolitan Region (DMR) North Division. The personnel strength of the DMR North Divi-
sion as at 30th April 2014, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 702 of 
which 112 serve in Coolock Garda Station. There are also 63 Garda Reserves and 44 Civilians 
attached to the DMR North Division of which 8 Garda Reserves and 11 civilians are attached 
to Coolock Garda Station. The area receives additional patrols from personnel attached to the 
District Detective Unit, Divisional Task Force, Divisional Traffic Unit and the Community 
Policing Unit. 

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that local Garda Management are aware 
of a forthcoming event on the 19th and 20th of July.  The Commissioner advises that commu-
nity Gardaí attached to Coolock Garda Station have been actively involved to ensure appropri-
ate policing measures are put in place for the Festival and a number of Gardaí will be present 
for the duration of the event.

01/07/2014WRS03350Garda Transport Provision

01/07/2014WRS03400418. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide 
the necessary funding to provide additional marked cars for the Garda armed support unit; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [28150/14]

01/07/2014WRS03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Decisions in relation to 
the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the 
light of her identified policing needs.  In that context, I am informed by the Garda authorities 
that sufficient vehicles are available to the Garda Armed Response Unit to meet operational 
requirements.

  Question No. 419 answered with Question No. 390.

01/07/2014WRS03650Asylum Applications

01/07/2014WRS03700420. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total number 
of asylum applicants awaiting a decision at first instance and on appeal; and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter. [28177/14]

01/07/2014WRS03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As at 31 May 2014, the 
number of asylum applicants awaiting a decision at first instance in the Office of the Refugee 
Applications Commissioner (ORAC) was 358, whereas some 828 cases are currently awaiting 
a decision at appeal stage in the Refugee Appeals Tribunal (RAT).   

01/07/2014WRT00150Garda Investigations

01/07/2014WRT00200421. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda investigations into alleged human trafficking in 2013 and to date in 2014; the number 
of alleged victims; the number who are children; the number of these investigations that have 
been completed; the number of alleged victims who have been granted a recovery and reflection 
period; the number of persons who have been granted a recovery and reflection period since its 
introduction; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28178/14]

01/07/2014WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In the time available 
it has not been possible for the Garda authorities to supply the information requested by the 
Deputy. I will be in contact with the Deputy when the information is to hand.  

  Question No. 422 answered with Question No. 406.

01/07/2014WRT00450Sexual Offences Data

01/07/2014WRT00500423. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons currently supervised in the community under a post release supervision order under 
Part 5 of the Sex Offenders Act 2001; the number of persons currently in breach of conditions 
under this part of the Act; if he will provide a regional breakdown of these figures; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [28180/14]

01/07/2014WRT00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are 68 persons 
being supervised by the Probation Service under the conditions of a Post  Release Supervision 
Order as provided for in Part 5 of the Sex Offenders Act 2001. A regional breakdown of this 
number is illustrated in the following table.

Region Number
Dublin 38
North West 09
Midlands/South East 08
South West 13

The number of persons currently in breach of conditions under Part 5 of the Act is not read-
ily available.

01/07/2014WRT00650Sexual Offences Data

01/07/2014WRT00700424. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons who must currently comply with Garda registration under Part 2 of the Sex Offenders 
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Act 2001; the number of persons currently in breach of conditions under this part of the Act; 
the corresponding figures for 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28181/14]

01/07/2014WRT00800425. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons who breached conditions under Part 2 of the Sex Offenders Act 2001; the number of 
recorded incidents, prosecutions and convictions that have taken place in 2013 and to date in 
2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28182/14]

01/07/2014WRT00900426. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of sex 
offenders who entered the State from abroad in each of the past five years and notified the Garda 
under the Sex Offenders Act 2001 within the specified seven days; the number who breached 
this notification procedure; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28183/14]

01/07/2014WRT01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 424 to 426, inclusive, together.

The Sex Offenders Act 2001 contains a comprehensive series of provisions aimed at pro-
tecting children and other persons. Part 2 of the Act makes persons convicted of a range of 
sexual offences subject to notification requirements. The provisions of the Act also extend to 
any offenders convicted abroad of the same range of sexual offences who enter the State. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that, as of 26 June 2014, there were 1,357 persons 
subject to the requirements of Part 2 of the Act.

Insofar as the information requested regarding the number of notifications in relation to sex 
offenders entering the state from abroad over the past five years is concerned. 

In relation to the other statistical information requested by the Deputy, the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedi-
cated unit for this purpose. I have requested the CSO to provide relevant statistics directly to 
the Deputy.

All offenders subject to the notification requirements are monitored by the Sex Offender 
Management and Intelligence Unit (SOMIU) at the Garda National Bureau of Criminal Inves-
tigation. The Unit is supported by Garda Inspectors nominated in each Garda Division through-
out the State.  I am assured by the Garda authorities that the appropriate level of monitoring 
is carried out by An Garda Síochána and that all breaches of the requirements which come to 
notice are pursued.

01/07/2014WRT01050Telecommunications Infrastructure

01/07/2014WRT01100427. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she and her 
Department have been made aware that phone calls and e-mails of the lead researcher in the 
Boston College project have been intercepted and the person’s recent conversations and e-mails 
with the United States Government have been monitored; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [28229/14]

01/07/2014WRT01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am aware of the al-
legations to which the Deputy refers.

In general terms, the unlawful interception of telecommunications messages is an offence in 
Irish law in accordance with the provisions of section 98 of the Postal and Telecommunications 
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Services Act 1983, as amended.

In the event that a person has evidence that their telecommunications messages have been 
unlawfully intercepted they should bring the matter to the relevant authorities for investigation 
by them.  In this case it is a matter that should be brought to the attention of the Garda Síochána.

01/07/2014WRT01250Garda Investigations

01/07/2014WRT01300428. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps she is 
taking to address the backlog of cases that are with the computer crime investigation unit; the 
number of cases currently with the unit and the longest period of time that a case is with this 
unit awaiting the recovery of evidence; the present delay in recovering evidence from equip-
ment submitted since October 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28231/14]

01/07/2014WRT01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I met with the Acting 
Commissioner recently to discuss this serious matter.  As the Deputy may be aware, the Act-
ing Commissioner has recently initiated a comprehensive review and strategic realignment of 
Garda capacity to deal with complex and emerging crime of this nature, which is very welcome.  
In addition, she is also examining a number of other more immediate steps which can be taken 
to speed up the processing of these cases and my Department will remain in regular contact 
with the Garda authorities in this regard. 

Insofar as the question of the specific statistics sought by the Deputy are concerned, I have 
sought a report from the Garda authorities in this regard and will contact the Deputy again when 
this is received.

01/07/2014WRT01450Crime Data

01/07/2014WRT01500429. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
in tabular form details of the recorded and detected rates for each of the following offences, 
for each year from 2009 to 2013, inclusive, for the Tuam district of the Galway division of An 
Garda Síochána, homicide offences, sexual offences, attempts-threats to murder, assaults, ha-
rassments and related offences, dangerous or negligent acts, kidnapping and related offences, 
robbery, extortion and hijacking offences, burglary and related offences, theft and related of-
fences, fraud, deception and related offences, controlled drug offences, weapons and explosives 
offences, damage to property and to the environment, public order and other social code offenc-
es, road and traffic offences, offences against Government, justice procedures and organisation 
of crime; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28278/14]

01/07/2014WRT01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Síochána Act 
2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated 
unit for this purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRT01650Direct Provision Data

01/07/2014WRT01700430. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons in direct provision who are currently awaiting decisions on either subsidiary protection 
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or leave to remain; the way she proposes to address this backlog; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28317/14]

01/07/2014WRT01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The latest available fig-
ures indicate that at the end of January 2014 there were just over 1,270 persons in the direct 
provision system with subsidiary protection decisions pending and 400 persons with leave to 
remain decisions pending.   

These statistics do not tell the full story because of the complex nature of our protection 
system. For example, in relation to families, the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service 
(INIS) of my Department processes the entire family unit together. However, a number of dif-
ferent members of the family can be at different stages of the process. This can arise for a num-
ber of different reasons - one family member appeals to their case to the Refugee Appeals Tri-
bunal (RAT) while another does not. Also, in many cases, a Judicial Review can be instigated 
by one family member (often a child) to an asylum decision while the remainder of the family 
will either be at Subsidiary Protection or Leave to Remain stage. However, INIS will await the 
outcome of the Judicial Review process as it endeavours at all times to keep the family unit to-
gether for processing. The Deputy will appreciate the desirability of having the cases of all fam-
ily members brought to finality, be the outcome favourable or unfavourable, at the same time.

I am satisfied that every effort is being made to have all outstanding cases brought to finality 
as soon as it is possible to do so. I should add that this position applies equally to persons resid-
ing in Direct Provision accommodation as well as those residing elsewhere. 

The Deputy may be aware that measures have recently been taken with a view to delivering 
improvements in the processing of subsidiary protection applications.  The European Union 
(Subsidiary Protection) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 426 of 2013) were signed into law by my 
predecessor last November. Under the new Regulations, responsibility for the processing of 
applications for subsidiary protection was transferred from my Department to the Office of the 
Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) with appeals to be dealt with by the RAT.  Both 
of these bodies are independent in the exercise of their statutory functions and they have sub-
stantial experience in the area of asylum investigations and appeals, respectively. Additional re-
sources have been allocated to the establishment and operation of the new arrangements for the 
processing of these cases which include the engagement of a panel of legally qualified persons 
to process cases, personal interviews for each applicant at the first instance and the opportunity 
for an applicant to appeal a negative recommendation of the ORAC to the RAT. The ORAC, 
in consultation with the UNHCR, have recently published on its website details of how it will 
prioritise the process of scheduling persons for interview taking into account, inter-alia, dealing 
with applicants who are longest in the system first. The intention is to process as many of these 
cases to finality, to include consideration of any leave to remain aspects arising, in the short-
est possible timeframe consistent with quality and fair assessment of all cases and of course, 
subject to the cooperation of applicants and no further legal impediments arising. To date sig-
nificant progress has been made with this caseload. Over 1500 applicants for subsidiary protec-
tion have indicated their wish to proceed and the process of interviewing applicants began in 
December 2013. By the end of June, around 700 applicants had been scheduled for interview. 
The ORAC has also begun the process of issuing determinations.

In the context of cases currently at the leave to remain stage of the process, particular atten-
tion is paid to those cases which are awaiting a decision for the longest periods as well as the 
cases of persons with a history of criminality.

The Government remains committed to legislative reform in this area as provided for under 
the Programme for Government and under the Government Legislation Programme. My im-



1 July 2014

305

mediate priority is that the factors which lead to delays in the processing of cases are dealt with. 
In this regard, legislative reform aimed at establishing a single application procedure for the 
investigation of all grounds for protection is a key priority for this Government. Such reform 
would substantially simplify and streamline the existing arrangements by removing the current 
multi-layered and sequential processes and provide applicants with a final decision on their ap-
plication in a more straightforward and timely fashion. In consultation with my officials, I am 
reviewing the work done to date in respect of the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 
and will then decide on how best to progress the implementation of the Government’s priorities, 
in particular to expedite those relating to the establishment of a single application procedure.

01/07/2014WRT01850Upward Only Rent Reviews

01/07/2014WRT01900431. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to 
review the possibility of introducing legalisation to tackle the issue of upward only rent re-
views; if she is not able to do this, will she look at the possibility of holding a referendum to 
tackle such reviews; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28428/14]

01/07/2014WRT02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It will be recalled that 
the Government made the difficult decision in December 2011 not to proceed with the commit-
ment in the Programme for Government to abolish upward only rent reviews in so called “leg-
acy leases”, i.e., those entered into before 28 February 2010.   There was a substantial concern 
that any legislative scheme involving interference in the contractual relationships of private 
parties would find it extremely difficult to survive a Constitutional challenge.  In addition, the 
Government was advised that any model proposed would require the payment of compensation 
to landlords whose rights were infringed in order to ensure that the proposal would be compat-
ible with the Constitution and with the European Convention on Human Rights.   The situation 
has not changed since 2011 and, as has been indicated in replies to previous Parliamentary 
Questions on the subject of upward only rent review clauses, there are no plans to re-examine 
the decision which was taken in 2011, nor are any plans to have a referendum on this matter.   

01/07/2014WRT02050Proposed Legislation

01/07/2014WRT02100432. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the forth-
coming redress for women who were in certain institutions Bill will fully comply with Mr. Jus-
tice Quirke’s recommendation that each woman who spent time in a Magdalen laundry should 
receive health services directly equivalent to those provided under the HAA card for persons 
infected with hepatitis C. [28449/14]

01/07/2014WRT02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): With regard to the pro-
vision of health services, Judge Quirke in his report on the Magdalen laundries, had recom-
mended that legislation be introduced to give the women the same entitlement as those under 
the Hepatitis C scheme.  This is to be implemented by the Department of Health but my Depart-
ment will introduce the necessary legislative provisions.

I can confirm for the Deputy that, on 24 June, the Government agreed to the publication 
of the scheme of a new Bill to provide for services and supports for women who worked in 
Magdalen Laundries. In particular the Bill will make additional provision for access to health 
services in line with the recommendation of Judge Quirke.
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01/07/2014WRT02250Proposed Legislation

01/07/2014WRT02300433. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the forth-
coming redress for women who were in certain institutions Bill, the scheme of which was 
agreed on 24 June 2014, will provide that the State will pay for health insurance for applicants 
to the restorative justice scheme who are survivors of the Magdalen laundries who are living 
outside of the State; if not, the reason; if so, when those applicants will be informed of the rel-
evant process, and the date on which it is anticipated that it will commence; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [28450/14]

01/07/2014WRT02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): With regard to the pro-
vision of health services, Judge Quirke in his report on the Magdalen laundries, had recom-
mended that legislation be introduced to give the women the same entitlement as those under 
the Hepatitis C scheme.  This is to be implemented by the Department of Health but my Depart-
ment will introduce the necessary legislative provisions.

I can confirm for the Deputy that, on 24 June, the Government agreed to the publication 
of the scheme of a new Bill to provide for services and supports for women who worked in 
Magdalen Laundries. In particular the Bill will make additional provision for access to health 
services in line with the recommendation of Judge Quirke.

The Department of Health has advised that, given the wide variation of country health sys-
tem’s organisation, access to equivalent medical services for participants living abroad will be 
dealt with on an administrative basis by the HSE and is therefore not part of the proposed Bill.

01/07/2014WRT02450Magdalen Laundries

01/07/2014WRT02500434. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when she 
will establish in her Department a permanent unit dedicated to administer the supports to Mag-
dalen laundries’ survivors specified in the Quirke report; and the way she plans to ensure the 
Department provides easily accessible support and advice to applicants, as recommended by 
Mr. Justice Quirke.  [28451/14]

01/07/2014WRT02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that following the Government decision to implement the scheme recommended by 
Judge Quirke, my Department established a dedicated unit of 9 officers whose sole task is to 
assist in the implementation of the Scheme.

My officials in the Restorative Implementation Unit are available to assist applicants with 
any queries they have in relation to the Scheme in a helpful and sensitive manner. 

Significant progress is being made on the implementation of the Scheme.  756 applications 
have been received to date, 71 of which have been refused as they were not in one of the 12 
specified institutions.  369 applicants have received their lump sum payment so far, at a cost of 
€13.3m.  A further 122 formal offers have been made and letters of provisional assessment on 
the length of stay in a relevant institution have issued to an additional 31 applicants.

In relation to other supports being provided under the Scheme the Department of Social 
Protection has established a new scheme to give effect to Judge Quirke’s recommendation re-
garding the payment of pension type payments.  This has taken time but the scheme is now up 
and running and payments will be made on a phased basis over the next couple of weeks.  The 
payments will be backdated to 1 August 2013 so the women will not be at a loss.
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With regard to the provision of health services, Judge Quirke in his report on the Magdalen 
laundries, had recommended that legislation be introduced to give the women the same entitle-
ment as those under the Hepatitis C scheme.  This is to be implemented by the Department of 
Health but my Department will introduce the necessary legislative provisions.   I can confirm 
for the Deputy that, on 24 June, the Government, on my proposal agreed to the publication 
of the scheme of a new Bill to provide for services and supports for women who worked in 
Magdalen Laundries including the provision of health services.  With the cooperation of the 
Oireachtas I expect the Bill will have a reasonably speedy progress towards enactment.

The Deputy will appreciate that priority is being given to the processing of applications 
and making lump sum payments.  The recommendation regarding maintaining a permanent 
dedicated unit is a longer term issue and will be addressed after processing of applications has 
been completed.

01/07/2014WRT02650Residency Permits

01/07/2014WRT02700435. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding an application to remain in the State in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [28456/14]

01/07/2014WRT02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Marriage to an Irish 
national does not confer an automatic right of residence in the State. A non EEA national who 
wishes to reside in the State on the basis of their marriage to an Irish national must make an 
application for permission to remain in the State.

I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Depart-
ment that the person concerned made an application for permission to remain in the State on 
the basis of their marriage to an Irish national on 6 March 2014. In the interest of taking a fair 
approach to all applications, cases are processed in chronological order.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.   The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

  Question No. 436 answered with Question No. 369.

01/07/2014WRT02950Drugs Payment Scheme Threshold

01/07/2014WRT03000437. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health that the ceiling of the drug 
scheme refund level be reduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28163/14]

01/07/2014WRT03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the Drug 
Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the 
cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medi-
cal services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the as-
sessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred 
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by an individual or a family. Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to 
avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of GP consultations.

There are no plans to alter the Drug Payment Scheme threshold. 

01/07/2014WRT03150Health Insurance Levy

01/07/2014WRT03200438. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health that there will be reversal 
of the exorbitant levy on private health insurers for use of private beds in public hospitals; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28165/14]

01/07/2014WRT03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Prior to January 
2014 private in-patients in public hospitals were subject to maintenance charges that generally 
ranged from €586 to €1,046 per day when they were accommodated in a private designated bed.  
However, in an emergency admission if a private designated bed was not available and a private 
in-patient was accommodated in a public bed, the maintenance charge was not levied, although 
the private in-patient continued to pay the fees of his/her hospital consultant.

The Comptroller and Auditor General estimated in his 2010 Annual Report that 45% of in-
patients treated privately by their consultants were not charged for their maintenance in public 
hospitals because they were not occupying designated private beds. That situation represented a 
significant loss of income to the public hospital system and an indirect subsidy to private insur-
ance companies, who cover most private patients. In effect, private patients were not meeting 
the costs of the hospital services they used.  It was, and is, my belief that situation could not 
continue and that the new charges makes sense. 

While everyone is entitled to use a public hospital, an essential element of the eligibility 
arrangements is that the public or private status of a patient must be specified on admission to 
hospital.  Where a patient elects to be treated privately by a consultant the hospital must treat 
that patient as a private patient. 

The Government believes that users of private services should pay for the costs of providing 
these services even when they are provided by a public hospital and on that basis introduced 
legislation in 2013 to amend Section 55 of the Health Act 1970 which provides for the charging 
of private in-patients. Since 1 January 2014, private in-patients in public hospitals are subject to 
charges that range from €329 to €1,000 per day. It is not intended to reverse this policy.

01/07/2014WRT03350General Register Office

01/07/2014WRT03400439. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the rationale for downgrading 
the Mullingar office for registration of births, deaths and marriages from a full-time office to a 
part-time one; if he will consider reversing this decision; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28316/14]

01/07/2014WRT03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Civil Registration Service is operated 
by the Health Service Executive (HSE) on behalf of the General Registrar’s Office under the 
aegis of the Department of Social Protection.  The operational cost of this service is met from 
within the HSE’s budget. Consequently, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for 
direct reply.



1 July 2014

309

01/07/2014WRT03550Cancer Screening Programmes

01/07/2014WRT03600440. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will extend Breast-
Check, the national free breast screening programme to women aged between 65 and 69 years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28657/14]

01/07/2014WRT03700441. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plan to extend BreastCheck 
screening to women aged between 65 and 69, as outlined in the 2011 programme for Govern-
ment. [28680/14]

01/07/2014WRT03800442. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Health when the BreastCheck free 
screening service for women aged between 65 and 69 will be rolled out; if he will confirm 
whether the extension to this age group will be included in the Health Service Executive’s na-
tional services plan for 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28683/14]

01/07/2014WRT03900443. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the age 
for free mammograms through the BreastCheck screening programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28561/14]

01/07/2014WRT04000444. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Health when he will extend the Breast-
Check scheme to women aged between 65 and 69 years of age in line with the programme for 
Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28588/14]

01/07/2014WRT04100445. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will provide for the ex-
tension of BreastCheck to women aged between 65 and 69, as outlined in the programme for 
Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28604/14]

01/07/2014WRT04200564. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if he will sanction the extension 
of BreastCheck, the national free breast cancer screening programme, to women aged between 
65 and 69, as was promised in the programme for Government; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that 10% of breast cancer patients are in the 65 to 69 age group and this group also 
has high mortality rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28412/14]

01/07/2014WRT04300565. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health if he will consider extending the 
BreastCheck screening programme to women aged between 65 and 69 in line with a programme 
for Government commitment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28415/14]

01/07/2014WRT04400571. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the proposals he has to extend 
BreastCheck to women aged between 65 and 69 during 2014 in view of the commitments made 
in the programme for Government and in Future Health; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28453/14]

01/07/2014WRT04500587. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will extend the BreastCheck 
screening range to those between the ages of 65 and 69 years in view of the fact that a signifi-
cant proportion of women are diagnosed in this age range. [28505/14]

01/07/2014WRT04600590. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the exten-
sion of BreastCheck to the 65 to 69 age group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28530/14]

01/07/2014WRT04700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 440 to 445, 
inclusive, 564, 565, 571, 587 and 590 together.

The BreastCheck Programme provides free mammograms to all women aged 50-64.  A 
priority of the BreastCheck Programme at present is to maximise national uptake in the 50-64 
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year age cohort.

It is my intention to extend the upper age range to include the 65-69 age cohort as soon as 
possible in line with available resources.

01/07/2014WRU00300Recycling Policy

01/07/2014WRU00400446. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health his policy regarding the recy-
cling and re-use of aids and equipment such as specialised beds, crutches, walking aids, stair 
lifts and so on; the recovery for 2011, 2012 and 2013, of such equipment for which use is no 
longer required by the patient; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27825/14]

01/07/2014WRU00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRU00600Blood Transfusion Service

01/07/2014WRU00700447. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason there has been no 
progress on the development of a new blood transfusion centre in Cork, despite the fact that 
the then Government made an allocation of €17 million in December 2008; to date the money 
earmarked has remained unused and endless discussions between the parties concerned appear 
inconclusive; the reason delivery on this project has not occurred; the reason for the delay; if he 
will provide a current status report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27826/14]

01/07/2014WRU00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Irish Blood Transfusion Service are fi-
nalising their plans for a new centre in Cork in the light of current needs.  This includes dis-
cussions with the South/South West Hospital Group (the centre is likely to be located at Cork 
University Hospital) and with University College Cork on some aspects of the proposals.  It is 
expected that the details of the development, which will include a donor clinic for whole blood, 
apheresis platelets and haemochromatosis, will be finalised in the coming months.

01/07/2014WRU00900Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

01/07/2014WRU01000448. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the fair deal 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if same be put in 
place as soon as possible. [27833/14]

01/07/2014WRU01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRU01200Respite Care Services

01/07/2014WRU01300449. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Health the number of respite beds here; 
if he will provide a breakdown by county of the different type of respite bed and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27835/14]

01/07/2014WRU01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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01/07/2014WRU01500Medicinal Products Availability

01/07/2014WRU01600450. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when persons here who suffer 
from spasticity symptoms associated with MS will be able to access cannabis-based medicinal 
products to improve their quality of life; when will the draft misuse of drugs (amendment) 
regulations to amend the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 1988 be approved by Government; and 
when will the draft regulations be notified to the European Commission, if required; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27836/14]

01/07/2014WRU01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the Misuse 
of Drugs Act, 1977, the manufacture, production, preparation, sale, supply, distribution and 
possession of cannabis or cannabis-based medicinal products are unlawful except under licence 
for the purposes of research.

My Department has been informed by the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) that it has received 
an application for marketing authorisation approval for a cannabis-based medicinal product, 
known as Sativex. It is indicated for the relief of symptoms of spasticity for people with mul-
tiple sclerosis where other conservative treatments have failed to provide adequate benefit.   

Draft Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Regulations to enable authorised cannabis-based me-
dicinal products such as Sativex  to be legally prescribed by medical practitioners and used by 
patients are currently being finalised.  These do not require notification under the Technical 
Standards Directive and it is anticipated that the draft Regulations will be introduced shortly.

01/07/2014WRU01800Misuse of Drugs

01/07/2014WRU01900451. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the long delay in publishing 
draft misuse of drugs (amendment) regulations, which will amend the Misuse of Drugs Regu-
lations 1988, is due to legal action; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27837/14]

01/07/2014WRU02000452. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if perceived cost implications 
have delayed the finalisation and publication of draft misuse of drugs (amendment) regulations, 
which will amend the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 1988; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27838/14]

01/07/2014WRU02100453. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason he intends to notify the 
European Commission of the draft misuse of drugs (amendment) regulations when other EU 
members enacted similar amending regulations without notifying the EC, as it believed such 
regulations were exempt under the technical standards directive and-or the Single Convention 
on Narcotic Drugs 1961, as amended by 1972 protocol; if he will stipulate the provisions of 
the technical standards directive and-or the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 1961 that 
requires Ireland to submit the draft misuse of drugs (amendment) regulations to the EC; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27839/14]

01/07/2014WRU02200454. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will publish the written 
submissions that his Department received in response to his Department’s consultation on draft 
misuse of drugs (amendment) regulations, amending the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 1988, 
which was announced in August 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27840/14]

01/07/2014WRU02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 451 to 454, inclusive, together.

The Misuse of Drugs Regulations, made under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977, are the pri-
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mary legislative instrument regulating the import, export, manufacture, production, prescrib-
ing, supply, possession and administration of controlled drugs.  

Draft amendment Regulations were prepared following extensive consultation with key 
stakeholders and were placed on the Department’s website inviting further comment by early 
September 2013. The proposed draft Regulations constitute a major amendment to the Misuse 
of Drugs Regulations.  Over 90 submissions were received from a wide range of organisations 
and individuals. While my Department has no plans to publish these, they are available if re-
quested.  Work is ongoing on the drafting of these regulations. This process is taking longer 
than anticipated because it is a complex and technical body of work.   The regulations will be 
finalised as soon as possible.  

The purpose of the Technical Standards Directive is to eliminate or reduce the barriers to 
the free movement of goods which can arise from the adoption of different national technical 
regulations.    Under the Directive any regulations providing for such restrictions are required 
to be notified to the European Commission.  Accordingly, in view of the additional controls it 
is proposed to introduce in relation to certain substances, the Department is required to notify 
these under this Directive.  

01/07/2014WRU02400Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRU02500455. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health when a family (details sup-
plied) in County Galway may expect to receive a decision on their medical card application; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27854/14]

01/07/2014WRU02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRU02700Health Services

01/07/2014WRU02800456. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health regarding the ophthalmic refer-
ral system in County Cork, where public health nurses refer school children in need of glasses, 
which has a waiting list, the measures being taken to reduce the delays in referrals and the re-
sources being allocated to ensure that children receive the necessary eye care that they require; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27877/14]

01/07/2014WRU02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Community Op-
tometric Services are provided by the Health Service Executive (HSE). The HSE has therefore 
been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

01/07/2014WRU03000Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

01/07/2014WRU03100457. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if, in the interest of fairness, 
persons on long-term dialysis, some of whom are experiencing extreme financial difficulty, 
will be added to the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
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[27885/14]

01/07/2014WRU03200470. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health his views on adding Crohn’s dis-
ease to the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27951/14]

01/07/2014WRU03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 457 and 470 together.

The Long-Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health 
Act, 1970 (as amended). Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the condi-
tions covered by the LTI Scheme. 

The conditions covered by the LTI Scheme are as follows: Acute Leukaemia; Mental handi-
cap; Cerebral Palsy; Mental Illness (in a person under 16); Cystic Fibrosis; Multiple Sclerosis; 
Diabetes Insipidus; Muscular Dystrophies; Diabetes Mellitus; Parkinsonism; Epilepsy; Phenyl-
ketonuria; Haemophilia; Spina Bifida; Hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of 
Thalidomide.  There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered under the LTI Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medi-
cal services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the as-
sessment process, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a 
family.  Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit 
card, which covers the cost of GP consultations. 

01/07/2014WRU03400Hospital Services

01/07/2014WRU03500458. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reasons the Down’s syn-
drome clinic in Letterkenny General Hospital has been cancelled since 1 May 2014; if there are 
plans to reinstate this service and the timeframe for doing so; the number of patients who were 
registered at this clinic; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27886/14]

01/07/2014WRU03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRU03700Health Services Provision

01/07/2014WRU03800459. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reasons a child (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal is still awaiting an appointment since being referred in August 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27887/14]

01/07/2014WRU03900460. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reasons a child (details 
supplied) in County Donegal has not received an appointment with an occupational therapist 
since spring 2013; if he will confirm that the occupational therapist assigned to the child is cur-
rently on long-term sick leave; if so, the arrangements in place to cover the appointments; if 
patients were notified of the absence of the occupational therapist; the arrangements put in place 
to deal with this absence; the time the occupational therapist has been absent; the number of 
patients registered to the occupational therapist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[27888/14]

01/07/2014WRU04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 459 and 460 
together.

As the particular issues raised by the Deputy relate to an individual case, this is a service 
matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly, I have arranged for the Deputy’s ques-
tions to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRV00150Health Services Staff

01/07/2014WRV00200461. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if appropriate arrangements 
have been made to arrange cover for leave arrangements in respect of a speech therapist (details 
supplied); if a person has been appointed to the position; if he will reassure patients that the 
service will continue without interruption during the leave; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27889/14]

01/07/2014WRV00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the issue raised by the Deputy relates to an 
individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  I have asked the HSE 
to look into the particular matter raised and to reply directly to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRV00350Speech and Language Therapy

01/07/2014WRV00400462. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health if a child (details supplied) in 
County Dublin will be prioritised for speech therapy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27905/14]

01/07/2014WRV00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the issue raised by the Deputy relates to an 
individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  I have asked the HSE 
to look into the particular matter raised and to reply directly to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRV00550Hospital Appointments Administration

01/07/2014WRV00600463. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an ap-
pointment for to see a consultant in Cork University Hospital in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork [27914/14]

01/07/2014WRV00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should a patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the 
best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In relation to the 
specific hospital appointment query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRV00750Medical Card Data

01/07/2014WRV00800464. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details in tabu-
lar form divided by month of the number of medical cards newly issued on a discretionary basis 
in each month from May 2011 to April 2014 [27915/14]
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01/07/2014WRV00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

01/07/2014WRV00950Medical Research Regulation

01/07/2014WRV01000465. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the current status in the programme for Government to legislate for stem cell research here; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27920/14]

01/07/2014WRV01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to your query rea legislative 
framework for Assisted Human Reproduction (AHR), I am examining proposals to regulate 
AHR and related matters including stem cell research. I will make a decision on these matters 
in due course in the context of on-going legislative priorities.

01/07/2014WRV01150Medical Card Administration

01/07/2014WRV01200466. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if persons (details supplied) in 
Dublin 9, who lost their medical cards following a review, had been granted these cards on dis-
cretionary grounds; if one or both of these cards will be returned to the persons; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27929/14]

01/07/2014WRV01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person,  with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced the process of identifying and contacting persons to advise them 
that their medical cards and GP visit cards will issue. The HSE has commenced issuing letters 
to the persons concerned and this process should be concluded by the first two weeks of July. 
No action is required on the part of those affected as the HSE will be in contact. If people do 
not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 
1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access medical card and GP visit card services 
in the normal manner when they have been advised by the HSE that their medical card or GP 
visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRV01350Medical Card Applications
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01/07/2014WRV01400467. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine a medical card 
application for over 70s in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry as further in-
formation that was requested has been forwarded recently; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27930/14]

01/07/2014WRV01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRV01550Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRV01600468. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine further infor-
mation submitted with regard to a review for upgrading of GP card to a full medical card for 
over 70s in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27931/14]

01/07/2014WRV01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRV01750Hospital Waiting Lists

01/07/2014WRV01800469. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the eight month minimum waiting time for surgery in a Dublin Hospital (details supplied) 
due to a lack of funding; the steps he is taking to reduce this wait time; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27937/14]

01/07/2014WRV01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to her on this matter.

  Question No. 470 answered with Question No. 457.

01/07/2014WRV02050Medical Aids and Appliances Provision
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01/07/2014WRV02100471. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the reason is there a con-
tinuing delay in supplying a leg prosthesis to a person (details supplied) County Mayo, who has 
been assessed for over two months by the National Rehabilitation Clinic; if it will be expedited 
due to the exceptional difficulties that the person is experiencing with the existing prosthesis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27957/14]

01/07/2014WRV02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRV02250Nursing Home Subventions

01/07/2014WRV02300472. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by the State on 
the fair deal scheme in each of the years since its introduction in 2009; the number of partici-
pants to whom this expenditure pertained in respect of each year; and the total amount of their 
contribution towards the care provided. [27975/14]

01/07/2014WRV02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The total bud-
gets since the Scheme’s introduction are set out below. A number of people covered by funding 
arrangements which preceded the Scheme are also covered by this funding.

2009 (€m) 2010 (€m) 2011 (€m) 2012 (€m) 2013 (€m) 2014 (€m)
909 979.2 963 994.7 974 939

Approximately 55,000 people have been supported since the Scheme commenced in Octo-
ber 2009.  As of the 25th June 2014, 22,254 are being supported. The average client contribu-
tion is currently €284.76 per month.

The Deputy’s question regarding total client contribution has been forwarded to the HSE 
for direct reply. 

01/07/2014WRV02450Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

01/07/2014WRV02500473. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the total amount collected from 
ancillary State support under the fair deal scheme in each of the years since its introduction in 
2009. [27976/14]

01/07/2014WRV02600474. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the total amount due to the State 
in respect of ancillary State support under the fair deal scheme that has yet to be collected; and 
the length of time that has elapsed since the oldest of these debts fell due. [27977/14]

01/07/2014WRV02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 473 and 474 together.

As these are service matters, they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRV02750Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

01/07/2014WRV02800475. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will be allocating fur-
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ther funding under the fair deal scheme across the regions over the next three months to address 
the current backlog in the system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27994/14]

01/07/2014WRV02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The total 
budget for long-term residential care in 2014 is €939m.  €23m was transferred from the Nurs-
ing Homes Support Scheme to provide additional community services, with a view to allowing 
more older people to be supported in their own homes and communities for longer. This reori-
entation is in line with both Government policy and with the expressed wishes of older people, 
and its impact will be closely monitored over the coming months.

The HSE operates a national placement list to enable it to operate within the budget for the 
Nursing Homes Support Scheme.  All applicants who are approved for funding are put on the 
placement list in chronological order by the date of determination of their application. Fund-
ing issues to applicants in this chronological order to ensure equity nationally. The HSE makes 
every effort to match available funding to demand by releasing funding on a weekly basis.

As of the end of May 2014, there were 783 applications for the Scheme which is a reduction 
of 11% from May 2013. The Deputy will appreciate that significant funding pressures exist in 
the health services generally, and it will not be possible to provide additional funding for the 
Nursing Homes Support Scheme in 2014.

01/07/2014WRV02950Hospital Closures

01/07/2014WRV03000476. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Service 
Executive bought a closed hospital, Mount Carmel, while fully staffed and operating hospitals 
are continuing to close beds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27997/14]

01/07/2014WRV03100477. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the amount that was paid for 
Mount Carmel by the Health Service Executive; and the way it is justified and to funded when 
the HSE is currently €500 million over budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27998/14]

01/07/2014WRV03200478. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if due diligence was performed 
together with the development of a business plan by the Health Service Executive for Mount 
Carmel with proper costings; where can Oireachtas Members inspect the evidence of that; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27999/14]

01/07/2014WRV03300479. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the way he can justify the Health 
Service Executive spending more money on a private hospital that was bust, even after the 
National Asset Management Agency injected €10m into it to keep it running over the past few 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28000/14]

01/07/2014WRV03400480. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if it is the case that the National 
Asset Management Agency sold all the Mount Carmel hospital equipment; the amount that was 
raised from this sale; the amount it will cost the Health Service Executive to re-equip the hospi-
tal to make it operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28001/14]

01/07/2014WRV03500481. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the pur-
chase of Mount Carmel is a venture in which the taxpayer gets no financial return in view of the 
fact that every cent expended has already, and continues to be provided by the taxpayer; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28002/14]

01/07/2014WRV03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 476 to 481, 
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inclusive, together.

While I understand that the proposed sale of Mount Carmel has not been completed, I can 
confirm that, in the context of other potential uses for the campus, the HSE has made a bid for 
the buildings and land which were previously the Mount Carmel Maternity Hospital.  Informa-
tion relating to the proposed Mount Carmel sale or any potential property sale, if it was avail-
able to me, would be commercially sensitive and could not be divulged.  Commercially sensi-
tive information would include bid details and information used to determine the bid.  

Also, I wish to repeat briefly what I said on 18 February last at the Joint Committee on 
Health where the closure of Mount Carmel Maternity Hospital was discussed - that there may 
be other potential uses for the buildings.  As you will be aware, I stated then that I have a re-
sponsibility to the taxpayer to ensure that public money is used prudently and  I remain firmly of 
the view that the purchase of Mount Carmel as a going concern, or as a going concern for other 
purposes, cannot be justified.   To do so would unnecessarily expose the HSE and the State to 
all contingent liabilities and to very obvious significant financial risks.    

As Mount Carmel Maternity Hospital was a private not a public hospital being sold on be-
half of NAMA I am not in a position to offer a view on the financial return to the State from the 
sale, and I have no information on the sale of equipment. 

01/07/2014WRW00150Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRW00200482. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare will be considered for a medical card on discretionary grounds in view 
of medical history; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28016/14]

01/07/2014WRW00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person,  with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced the process of identifying and contacting persons to advise them 
that their medical cards and GP visit cards will issue. The HSE has commenced issuing letters 
to the persons concerned and this process should be concluded by the first two weeks of July. 
No action is required on the part of those affected as the HSE will be in contact. If people do 
not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 
1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access medical card and GP visit card services 
in the normal manner when they have been advised by the HSE that their medical card or GP 
visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 



Questions - Written Answers

320

response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRW00350Hospital Appointments Administration

01/07/2014WRW00400483. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry will be given a date for a hernia operation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28017/14]

01/07/2014WRW00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.

01/07/2014WRW00550Hospital Appointments Administration

01/07/2014WRW00600484. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow will receive an appointment with the consultant urologist in Waterford Univer-
sity Hospital. [28026/14]

01/07/2014WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRW00750Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRW00800485. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he will review the recent 
refusal of a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28029/14]

01/07/2014WRW00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person,  with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced the process of identifying and contacting persons to advise them 
that their medical cards and GP visit cards will issue. The HSE has commenced issuing letters 
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to the persons concerned and this process should be concluded by the first two weeks of July. 
No action is required on the part of those affected as the HSE will be in contact. If people do 
not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 
1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access medical card and GP visit card services 
in the normal manner when they have been advised by the HSE that their medical card or GP 
visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRW00950Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRW01000486. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the documentation out-
standing in respect of a medical card review in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28033/14]

01/07/2014WRW01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRW01150Hospital Appointments Administration

01/07/2014WRW01200487. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Meath will receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28044/14]

01/07/2014WRW01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.   In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

01/07/2014WRW01350Medical Card Reviews

01/07/2014WRW01400488. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the cir-
cumstances regarding a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6; if he 
will ensure that the medical card that was due to expire in December 2015, yet revoked in 2013, 
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will be reinstated and or renewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28045/14]

01/07/2014WRW01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRW01550Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRW01600489. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health under the current criteria for 
medical card eligibility, the steps that are taken upon reissuing medical cards to check whether 
such persons remain eligible; the cross-departmental checks that are made in this regard; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28053/14]

01/07/2014WRW01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

01/07/2014WRW01750Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRW01800490. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an application 
for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28054/14]

01/07/2014WRW01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRW01950Departmental Funding

01/07/2014WRW02000491. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the funds available to sup-
port voluntarily run food kitchens; if there is a grant system in place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28077/14]

01/07/2014WRW02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department administers a National Lot-
tery Discretionary Fund from which once-off grants are paid to community and voluntary or-
ganisations, providing a range of health related services. If an organisation wishes to make an 
application for National Lottery Funding they should send in a formal application. Detailed pro-
cedures along with the application form are set out on the Department’s website at www.doh.ie

01/07/2014WRW02150Hospital Appointments Administration
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01/07/2014WRW02200492. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the sched-
uling of an operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [28078/14]

01/07/2014WRW02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to him on this matter.

01/07/2014WRW02350Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

01/07/2014WRW02400493. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if funding under the fair 
deal scheme will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. 
[28080/14]

01/07/2014WRW02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRW02550Medical Card Delays

01/07/2014WRW02600494. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
processing a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. 
[28082/14]

01/07/2014WRW02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRW02750Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

01/07/2014WRW02800495. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
on an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway regarding the nursing 
home support scheme; the reason for the delay. [28084/14]

01/07/2014WRW02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRW02950Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRW03000496. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare in view of the decision of 17 
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June 2014 regarding discretionary medical cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28085/14]

01/07/2014WRW03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person,  with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced issuing letters to the persons concerned and this process should be 
concluded by the first two weeks of July. No action is required on the part of those affected as 
the HSE will be in contact. If people do not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact 
the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access 
medical card and GP visit card services in the normal manner when they have been advised by 
the HSE that their medical card or GP visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRW03150Child Care Services Provision

01/07/2014WRW03200497. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to a case (details supplied) in County Kildare where there is currently inadequate care 
being provided to two extremely ill children with a rare, serious condition; if he will provide an 
update on efforts to provide the children with the precise and expertise care they need in their 
home; if he will ensure continuity of care will be achieved for these children by speedily arrang-
ing for a permanent nursing team to take over care at home as opposed to agency nurses; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28086/14]

01/07/2014WRW03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRW03350Nursing Staff Provision

01/07/2014WRW03400498. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabu-
lar form a list of all nursing agency services who have been contracted by the Health Service 
Executive to provide medical care by each location in each of the past five years to date; if he 
will further indicate the number of agency staff who are engaged to provide palliative care and 
complex care of patients with serious chronic and incurable conditions in that time period; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28087/14]

01/07/2014WRW03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this question relates to an operational mat-
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ter, I have referred it to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRW03550HSE Agency Staff

01/07/2014WRW03600499. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the factors that are taken 
into account by the Health Service Executive when determining the best provider of agency 
staff; the way contracts are selected; if contracts are put to tender; the oversight that exists; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28089/14]

01/07/2014WRW03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this question relates to an operational mat-
ter, I have referred it to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRW03750HSE Agency Staff

01/07/2014WRW03800500. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will list all occasions 
in each of the past five years to date where the Health Service Executive found an external nurs-
ing or medical staff agency with which it had a contract to be in breach of the contract and basic 
standards of care; the steps that were taken in respect of each; if any serious consequences for 
patients arose in each case; if an agency found to be in breach was re-engaged at a later date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28090/14]

01/07/2014WRW03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this question relates to an operational mat-
ter, I have referred it to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRX00200Home Care Packages

01/07/2014WRX00300501. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is 
appropriate that a child with Pffeifer syndrome should not have access to a specialised team of 
care givers under the home care package which can fully respond to the needs of the child; if the 
provision of agency staffing to provide care in these instances can lead to gaps in care provision 
due to a lack of continuity; if it would be economically more feasible to employ a dedicated 
team as opposed to agency staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28091/14]

01/07/2014WRX00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRX00500Hospital Waiting Lists

01/07/2014WRX00600502. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of persons current-
ly awaiting cataract surgery at Galway University Hospital; the waiting times for those listed as 
routine and urgent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28093/14]

01/07/2014WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRX00800Medical Card Reviews
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01/07/2014WRX00900503. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate a medical 
card application-review in respect of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 22; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28095/14]

01/07/2014WRX01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRX01100Maternity Services

01/07/2014WRX01200504. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the date on which he commis-
sioned a new national strategy for maternity services; if a group has been established to draw up 
the strategy and the membership of same; the number of meetings the group has had; the terms 
of reference that have been provided to the group; the consultations that have been undertaken 
in that regard; if meetings have been undertaken with the Institute of Obstetricians and Gyn-
aecologists regarding the strategy; when he expects the strategy to be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28101/14]

01/07/2014WRX01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department, in conjunction with the 
HSE, is currently preparing a new National Maternity Strategy, which will provide the strategic 
direction for the optimal development of safe and high quality maternity services.  The com-
mitment to develop a maternity strategy arises from my acceptance on 9 October last of the rec-
ommendations of the HIQA Report into the death of Savita Halappanavar.  That report recom-
mended that a strategy be developed to implement standard, consistent models for the delivery 
of a national maternity service that reflects best available evidence, to ensure that all pregnant 
women have appropriate and informed choices, and access to the right level of care and support. 

I have not as yet established a Group to oversee the development of the strategy but work 
on the strategy is ongoing in my Department and the HSE.  A desk based review of national and 
international literature on best practice in the organisation and delivery of maternity services is 
underway, as is a review and evaluation of services currently provided.  This review will give 
us the opportunity to take stock of the services that are provided to women and their babies in 
our 19 maternity hospitals, and identify how we can further improve the quality and safety of 
the care we provide. 

I can confirm that the Strategy has been discussed at meetings between my Department and 
the Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists; indeed I met with the Institute some time ago 
and the Strategy was one of the items discussed.  I can also confirm that a consultation process 
will be undertaken at an appropriate time, with a view to finalising the Strategy by the end of 
this year.

01/07/2014WRX01400Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRX01500505. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
processing a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. 
[28103/14]
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01/07/2014WRX01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRX01700Home Care Packages

01/07/2014WRX01800506. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the care 
options that a child with a chronic, serious condition that requires near-constant care is entitled 
to; if, in providing such care through the home care package, any consideration is given to the 
continuity of the person providing the care and if this is the best option for the child instead of 
rotating agency staff; if in many cases it would be economically more feasible to employ a dedi-
cated team as opposed to agency staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28109/14]

01/07/2014WRX01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRX02000Primary Care Reimbursement Service Payments

01/07/2014WRX02100507. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of running the 
private primary care reimbursement services, including the cost of staff, premises, consultancy 
and any other costs related to the operation of the service. [28111/14]

01/07/2014WRX02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

01/07/2014WRX02300Medical Card Reviews

01/07/2014WRX02400508. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card renewal that was rejected in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28118/14]

01/07/2014WRX02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRX02600Substance Misuse

01/07/2014WRX02700509. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding alcohol 
abuse here (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28119/14]
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01/07/2014WRX02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Report of the 
Steering Group on a National Substance Misuse Strategy, 2012 noted that the majority of Irish 
people drink in a harmful manner.  The report further noted that the harms caused by the misuse 
of alcohol were estimated to cost the Exchequer €3.7 billion euros in 2007 representing 1.9% of 
Gross National Product that year.  The figure is taken from the  report Costs to Society of Prob-
lem Alcohol Use in Ireland, 2011.  The estimate is based on the methods used in similar reports 
from other developed countries including the United Kingdom and used data from surveys and 
surveillance systems.  The costs are broken down as follows:

- € million % of Total Cost
Cost to the healthcare 
system of alcohol-related 
illnesses

1,200 32

Cost of alcohol-related 
crime

1,189 32

Cost of alcohol-related road 
accidents

526 14

Cost of output lost due to 
alcohol-related absence from 
work

330 9

Cost of alcohol-related 
accidents at work

197 5

Cost of alcohol-related 
suicides

167 5

Cost of alcohol-related 
premature mortality

110 3

Total 3,719 100

The Report of the Steering Group on a National Substance Misuse Strategy, 2012 stated 
that alcohol is associated with 2,000 beds being occupied every night in Irish acute hospitals.  
The figure is taken from the report Alcohol Attibutable Hospitalisations and Costs in Ireland, 
2000-2004.

01/07/2014WRX02900Hospital Appointments Administration

01/07/2014WRX03000510. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Roscommon will receive an orthopaedic appointment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28126/14]

01/07/2014WRX03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

01/07/2014WRX03200Hospital Waiting Lists

01/07/2014WRX03300511. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time consultant 
urologists currently at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9; the number of persons on the waiting list; 
the average waiting time to see the consultant; the immediate steps being taken to reduce the 
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waiting times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28151/14]

01/07/2014WRX03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the detailed queries raised by 
the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
to him directly.

01/07/2014WRX03500Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRX03600512. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
over 70’s medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28160/14]

01/07/2014WRX03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRX03800Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRX03900513. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28168/14]

01/07/2014WRX04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRX04100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

01/07/2014WRX04200514. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
insulin pump in respect of a child (details supplied) in County Kerry. [28169/14]

01/07/2014WRX04300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRX04400Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

01/07/2014WRX04500515. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular form 
the average waiting time between assessment and funding approval for the fair deal nursing 
home scheme in each of the years between 2009 and 2013 as well as the average waiting time 



Questions - Written Answers

330

at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28176/14]

01/07/2014WRX04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, it has been forwarded to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRX04700Health Services Provision

01/07/2014WRX04800516. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the most recent figures on 
waiting lists for persons with a physical and intellectual disability; and the number that are wait-
ing for day care residential and respite places. [28194/14]

01/07/2014WRX04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRX05000Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRX05100517. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the reason a discretionary medi-
cal card which was not due to expire until 2018 was discontinued and replaced with a general 
practitioner visit card in respect of a persons (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28197/14]

01/07/2014WRX05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to reply to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRX05300Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRX05400518. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the reason persons (details sup-
plied) in County Westmeath are not entitled to a full discretionary medical card; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28198/14]

01/07/2014WRX05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical 
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person, with a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced issuing letters to the persons concerned and this process should be 
concluded by the first two weeks of July. No action is required on the part of those affected as 
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the HSE will be in contact. If people do not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact 
the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access 
medical card and GP visit card services in the normal manner when they have been advised by 
the HSE that their medical card or GP visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRX05600Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRX05700519. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the reason a discretionary medi-
cal card which was not due to expire until 2016 was discontinued in respect of persons (details 
supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28199/14]

01/07/2014WRX05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to reply to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRX05900Medical Card Reviews

01/07/2014WRX06000520. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Longford may expect to receive a decision on a medical card review following the 
submission of proof of payment of their house insurance requested by the Health Service Ex-
ecutive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28201/14]

01/07/2014WRX06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRY00075Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRY00100521. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the reason for the refusal of a 
discretionary medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [28206/14]

01/07/2014WRY00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRY00250Prescription Charges

01/07/2014WRY00300522. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (details 
supplied) regarding medication charges.  [28211/14]

01/07/2014WRY00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As announced 
in Budget 2014, it was necessary to increase the prescription charge due to the very difficult 
and challenging economic environment which requires the Government to achieve additional 
savings in health expenditure with €619 million of savings targeted in 2014.  The increase in 
prescription charges will account for €43 million of this target.  The Government is commit-
ted to achieving these savings while protecting front line services to the most vulnerable to the 
greatest extent possible.

01/07/2014WRY00450Medicinal Products Availability

01/07/2014WRY00500523. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if he will take steps to ensure 
that life-saving adrenaline autoinjectors are available in emergency cases, similar to the defibril-
lator system with trained first responders; the steps being taken to alter the law in this regard to 
ensure that no further tragedies occur; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28212/14]

01/07/2014WRY00600536. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will review the present 
law and policy architecture regarding food allergies; if he will follow the US and UK models 
in this area; if he is considering new guidelines for the dispensing of emergency epinephrine 
autoinjectors at pharmacies and making them mandatory in restaurants and other places where 
the public consume food or congregate in large numbers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28279/14]

01/07/2014WRY00700554. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his plans to make adequate 
provision for the potential life-saving availability of an epi-pen without prescription in emer-
gency situations, with particular regard to the circumstances of the sudden and tragic death of a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 12; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28384/14]

01/07/2014WRY00800579. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will consider introduc-
ing emergency legislation either by ministerial order or statutory instrument that will allow a 
potentially life-saving anaphylaxis pilot initiative, the first responder anaphylaxis autoinjector 
programme at UCC, to go ahead.  [28474/14]

01/07/2014WRY00900580. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will look again at introduc-
ing a scheme to make epi-pens available in schools, workplaces and other public places, similar 
to the provision of defibrillators; and if he will introduce a scheme to train volunteers as first 
responders. [28475/14]
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01/07/2014WRY01000581. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the outcome of his examination 
of the possibility of amending the prescription and control of supply regulations to facilitate the 
wider availability of adrenaline pens without a prescription in emergency situations. [28476/14]

01/07/2014WRY01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 523, 536, 554 and 579 to 581, inclusive, together.

Adrenaline pens, as injectable medicines, may only be supplied on foot of a valid pre-
scription.  However, there is provision in the Medicinal Products (Prescription and Control 
of Supply) Regulations 2003 (as amended) which permits pharmacists, advanced paramedics, 
paramedics and emergency medical technicians, in emergency circumstances, to supply certain 
prescription only medicines including adrenaline injections without a prescription.  My Depart-
ment is currently examining the feasibility, taking account of policy and patient safety consid-
erations, of amending the Prescription Regulations to facilitate wider availability of adrenaline 
pens in emergency situations, by persons trained in the administration of these pens.

This is a complex area and includes consideration of a wide range of issues such as appro-
priate training, including in the identification of anaphylaxis, conditions attached to use of the 
adrenaline pen, product availability and product shelf life.  My Department is working closely 
with the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) and the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) on these 
issues, including consideration of the UCC proposal referred to by Deputy Adams.

01/07/2014WRY01150Medical Card Data

01/07/2014WRY01200524. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the number of discretionary 
medical cards that have been removed in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28214/14]

01/07/2014WRY01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

01/07/2014WRY01350Departmental Staff Rehiring

01/07/2014WRY01400525. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of retired Health 
Service Executive and-or Department of Health employees who have been re-employed by 
the health service under new contracts; the posts concerned and the value of payments in each 
post; the steps being taken to reduce this number; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28218/14]

01/07/2014WRY01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): During the twelve month period 30th June 
2013 to date four former staff members of my Department (2.2 wholetime equivalents) who had 
previously retired were employed in the Department in line with a Government Decision on the 
arrangements for dealing with our EU Presidency requirements.  These officers had experience 
and expertise that was essential to a successful Presidency for Ireland in the important area of 
Health Policy.  The fixed term contracts of employment in each of these cases terminated as 
soon as our Presidency tasks were discharged.  In addition, an ex-Chief Executive Officer of the 
Northern Area Health Board was employed as my Special Adviser on a two thirds basis.  The 
pensions of all these staff were subject to pension abatement rules.   

For ease of reference the information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following 
table.
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Grade Annual Salary Rate at  
time of Re-employment

Period of Employment

1 Principal Officer (50% of 
full time)

€40,025 02 July 2012 to 31 July 2013

2 Assistant Principal Offi-
cers (50% of full time)

€30,983 02 July 2012 to 31 July 2013

1 Assistant Principal Officer 
(70% of full time)

€43,376 01 October 2012 to 31 July 
2013

1 Special Adviser (66% of 
full time)

€61,784 22 February 2012 to 16 
August 2013

With regard to the Health Service Executive and the Non-Commercial State Agencies, they 
have been asked to collate the data sought as soon as possible and it will be provided directly to 
the Deputy by them when available.

01/07/2014WRY01550Tobacco Control Measures

01/07/2014WRY01600526. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his view on the effective-
ness of anti-smoking initiatives taken to date, given that the smoking ban, the ban on packaging 
of ten cigarettes and the non-display of cigarettes in outlets appear to have had minimal effect 
on the rates of smoking; the way he envisages that plain packaging will lead to a significant 
reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28220/14]

01/07/2014WRY01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Ireland’s policy on smoking is to promote 
and subsequently move toward a tobacco free society.  Contrary to the Deputy’s assertion, the 
cumulative effect of Ireland’s tobacco control legislation to date has been a decrease in the 
number of people smoking.  In 2013, the National Tobacco Control Office reported that 21.5% 
of Irish adults smoked (22.9% men and 20.2% women).  This represents a decline of 2.2% since 
2010, and a decline of 7.5% since 2007 when the last comprehensive large scale study on smok-
ing prevalence in Ireland was undertaken (SLAN study).  

Two of the initiatives specifically mentioned by the Deputy, the ban on packets containing 
less than 20 cigarettes and the ban on the display and advertising of tobacco products, were 
specifically aimed at young people and the research bears out their success.  Data on smoking 
among school-aged children indicates a clear downward trend.  The Irish Health Behaviour in 
School-aged Children Survey (2010) found that 27% of children reported that they had ever 
smoked tobacco - a 9% decrease from the 2006 Survey.  There was a reduction of 9.2% in the 
number of children who said they were current smokers; 80% of 15 to 17 year olds said they do 
not smoke and nearly 90% of 12 to 17 year olds do not smoke.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that ten years after the ban on smoking in the workplace, 
there is now concrete evidence of its effectiveness.  Research has found that the ban resulted 
in 3,726 fewer smoking related deaths than would have been expected if the ban had not been 
brought in.  The smoking ban was also associated with a number of immediate reductions in 
ill-health in the general population

- an immediate 13% decrease in all-cause mortality

- a 26% reduction in ischaemic heart disease
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- a 32% reduction in stroke, and

- a 38% reduction in COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease).

It is important to state that the introduction of standardised packaging is just one of a suite 
of measures that are being and will be implemented in Ireland to reduce the number of people 
smoking and as such this initiative should not be looked at in isolation.  Tobacco Free Ireland, 
the latest policy document in the area, sets a target for Ireland to be tobacco free by 2025.  In 
practice, this will mean a smoking prevalence rate of less than 5%.  Tobacco Free Ireland ad-
dresses a range of tobacco control issues and initiatives and contains over 60 recommendations, 
including the introduction of standardised packaging of tobacco products.  I am confident that 
the measures outlined in Tobacco Free Ireland  will further reduce the numbers of people, 
young and old, smoking in Ireland.

01/07/2014WRY01750Illicit Trade in Tobacco

01/07/2014WRY01800527. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he is confident that 
plain packaging will reduce the illegal cigarette trade and not increase further the black market 
trade in illegal cigarettes; if he has had any engagement with other agencies and Departments 
on tackling this illegal trade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28221/14]

01/07/2014WRY01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I would like to assure the Deputy that I am 
confident that the Public Health (Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2014 will have a pos-
itive impact on health and is a proportionate measure.  As the Deputy may be aware, the tobacco 
industry has argued that standardised or plain packs would be easier to forge and would lead to 
growth in illicit trade of tobacco products.  However, the Revenue Commissioners have advised 
me that they are satisfied that the standardised packaging legislation will not have a significant 
impact on their work in relation to illicit trade in tobacco products.  The Revenue Commission-
ers have advised that the tax stamp is a key means for them to distinguish between legal and 
illegal products, irrespective of the way in which the cigarettes are packaged.  Tax stamps will 
remain a fixture on tobacco products following the introduction of standardised packaging, and 
contain all features possible to minimise the risk of counterfeiting. 

Combating the illegal tobacco trade is, and will continue to be, a high priority for the Rev-
enue Commissioners.  They have extensive cooperation with An Garda Síochána in combating 
the illicit trade, and in addition, cooperation takes place with other revenue administrations and 
with the European Anti-Fraud office, OLAF, in the ongoing programmes at international level 
to tackle the illicit trade.  Research carried out by the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, 
in conjunction with the HSE National Tobacco Control Office, indicates that contraband rep-
resents the majority of illicit cigarettes and not counterfeit products.  Figures from 2013 indi-
cate that the proportion of smokers classified as having an illegal pack was 12%, representing 
a decrease of 4% since 2009.  These findings indicate that the level of consumption of illicit 
product is being contained, although Revenue remains determined to confront the illegal trade 
in tobacco products, to optimise levels of seizures of illicit tobacco product and to pursue those 
found to be involved in this illegal activity.  

In addition to this the 2014 EU Tobacco Products Directive sets out provisions to be adopted 
by Member States in relation to traceability and security features of tobacco products.  Tobacco 
products will be marked with a unique identifier and security features.  This will allow for their 
movements to be recorded and for such products to be tracked and traced throughout the EU.  
This will also facilitate the verification of whether or not tobacco products are authentic.
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Following Government approval, Ireland’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
signed the Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products, adopted by the Parties to 
the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC), in New York on 20th 
December 2013.  The new international treaty is aimed at combating illegal trade in tobacco 
products through control of the supply chain and international cooperation.  As a key measure, 
Parties commit to establishing a global tracking and tracing system to reduce and eventually 
eradicate illicit trade.

In view of the above it is anticipated that illicit trade of tobacco will not increase as a result 
of the introduction of standardised packaging.

01/07/2014WRY01950Tobacco Control Measures

01/07/2014WRY02000528. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to any evidence of international best practice in the context of plain cigarette packaging, 
apart from Australia; to what extent this evidence has been incorporated into the new Public 
Health (Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2014; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28222/14]

01/07/2014WRY02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I thank the Deputy for her question, which 
gives me the opportunity to draw my colleagues’ attention to the wealth of evidence available 
to support the introduction of standardised packaging of tobacco products.  In preparing the 
Public Health (Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2014, my Department commissioned 
an international expert in the field, Prof. David Hammond, to carry out an Evidence Review 
on Standardised Packaging of Tobacco Products.  Prof Hammond’s review found that the evi-
dence on standardised packaging has rapidly evolved and is now notable for its breadth and 
diversity.  Research has been conducted in 10 different countries, using a range of method-
ologies, including consumer perceptions, eye-tracking technology, neuroimaging, measures of 
consumer demand and behavioural tasks. 

Prof Hammond’s review unequivocally found that tobacco packaging is a critically impor-
tant form of tobacco promotion, particularly in countries like Ireland which have comprehen-
sive advertising and marketing restrictions.  The evidence showed that standardised packaging:

- reduces false beliefs about the risks of smoking, 

- increases the efficacy of health warnings, 

- reduces consumer appeal among youth and young adults, and 

- may promote smoking cessation among established smokers.

Overall, Prof Hammond found that there is very strong evidence that standardised packaging 
would be effective with regard to four of Ireland’s tobacco control policy objectives, namely:

- preventing children and young people from starting to smoke, 

- encouraging current smokers to quit, 

- reducing the risk of those who have quit from relapsing, and 

- encouraging the denormalisation of smoking in society, thereby protecting children from 
the marketing practices of the tobacco industry. 
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Two systematic reviews of the research evidence covering 54 studies were published by 
Moodie et al   in 2012 and in 2013.  These reviews, and other studies, suggest that standardised 
packaging can:

- Reduce the appeal of tobacco products, for both adults and children.

- Increase the noticeability, recall and impact of health warning messages; and

- Reduce the ability of packaging to mislead consumers into believe that some products are 
less harmful than others.

Moodie’s review concluded that the evidence shows that standardised packaging: “has the 
potential to contribute to reductions in the harm caused by tobacco smoking now and in the 
future”.  In the UK, Sir Cyril Chantler’s independent review on Standardised packaging of 
tobacco also indicated overwhelming support for the measure.  In reviewing the evidence, Sir 
Chantler made a connection between exposure to tobacco advertising and promotion and the 
likelihood of taking up smoking, particularly among children.  He concluded that branded pack-
aging contributes to increased tobacco consumption.  In his judgment, the evidence shows that 
standardised packaging is very likely to have a positive impact on public health by causing “a 
modest but important reduction over time on the uptake and prevalence of smoking”. 

A year on from the introduction of plain packaging in Australia, we have a limited amount 
of research on the effects of the policy.  One study found that following the introduction of plain 
packaging and larger pictorial warnings on packs, smoking in outdoor areas declined by 23%.  
It also found that personal pack display (where packs are clearly visible on tables) declined by 
15%, particularly in venues where children were present.  Another Australian study found a 
78% increase in the number of calls to the smoking cessation helpline.  This increase was due 
to the introduction of plain packaging.  The researchers found it was not attributable to other 
causes, such as anti-tobacco advertising or cigarette price increases. 

The UK has now announced that it is minded to introduce regulations to provide for stan-
dardised packaging following a short consultation.  This consultation was initiated on 26th 
June.  As the Deputy will be aware, Australia was the first country in the world to introduce 
this measure in December 2012 and we are in on-going contact with our Australian colleagues 
to ensure our initiative benefits from their experience.  New Zealand initiated the legislative 
process to introduce standardised packaging in February 2014, and Scotland has also indicated 
its intention to follow suit.

01/07/2014WRY02150Antimicrobial-Resistant Infections Incidence

01/07/2014WRY02200529. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Health in respect of the World Health 
Organization’s report on the overuse of antibiotics, if vigorous and urgent actions are in place 
in Ireland as well as in conjunction with other countries to deal with this threat.  [28235/14]

01/07/2014WRY02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The rise in antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
is universally recognised at global, European and national levels as one of the greatest poten-
tial threats to human and animal health with possible serious consequences for public health.  
The emergence of resistance is a normal biological phenomenon, but the extensive use, misuse 
and overuse of antimicrobials (antibiotics) in both human and animal health have increasingly 
raised levels of antimicrobial resistance – in all countries and in patients of all age groups; with 
increasing travel and trade, drug resistance can spread rapidly.  The societal and financial costs 
of treating antimicrobial-resistant infections places a significant burden on society and patients 
infected with drug-resistant organisms are more likely to remain in hospital for a longer period 
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of time and to have a poor prognosis. 

Ireland welcomes and has supported the leadership and work of the WHO over many years 
in addressing the impact of the overuse of antibiotics, specifically the work of the WHO Stra-
tegic and Technical Advisory Group on Antimicrobial Resistance which recommends that the 
WHO should lead the development and coordination of a global action plan on antimicrobial 
resistance and the publication in April 2014 by the Organisation of its first global report on an-
tibiotic resistance: Antimicrobial Resistance Global Report on Surveillance 2014.  Ireland and 
the EU fully supported the passing of the AMR Resolution at the WHO’s 67th World Health 
Assembly in May 2014 which stressed the need for global action under WHO leadership.

 In Ireland the prevention and control of healthcare associated infections (HCAIs) and AMR 
has been a significant patient safety and public health priority for the Department of Health 
for several years.  A wide range of initiatives has been put in place in the Irish health system 
over several years including improved surveillance of infections and prescribing, infection pre-
vention and control processes, antimicrobial stewardship initiatives, public and professional 
awareness raising and with a significant emphasis on the education and training of healthcare 
professionals.

The HSE has implemented a number of national initiatives in the control and prevention of 
Health Care Associated Infections (HCAIs) (which arise in part from the overuse of antibiotics) 
for a number of years, including:

 - SARI 2001-2010 (The Strategy for the Control of Antimicrobial Resistance in Ireland) 
which specifically outlined the national strategy for prevention of AMR and was launched by 
the Minister of Health in 2001.

 - HSE ‘Say No to Infection’ which focused on both HCAIs and AMR, launched in 2007

 - The RCPI (Royal College of Physicians of Ireland) & HSE National Clinical Programme 
for the prevention and control of HCAIs and AMR which commenced in late 2010 to provide 
expert advice nationally

 - Public reporting of HCAIs and AMR in Irish acute hospitals 

 - HCAIs Prevalence Study 2006 and 2012

 - S. aureus bloodstream infection (reported quarterly since 2007) – this includes public 
reporting of MRSA rates per hospital

 - Alcohol hand rub consumption (reported bi-annually since 2007)

 - Antibiotic consumption (reported bi-annually since 2007)

 - Hand hygiene compliance (reported bi-annually since 2011)

Ireland reports to the European Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System (EARS-Net) 
and to ESAC, the European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Consumption in Europe.  All Irish 
hospital labs participate in EARS-Net, representing 100% coverage of the population.

The overall aim of the National Clinical Programme for the prevention and control of 
HCAIs and AMR, referenced above, is that every healthcare worker and all parts of the health-
care system recognise that the prevention and control of HCAIs and AMR is a key element of 
clinical and non-clinical governance.  Our healthcare systems have processes in place to ensure 
safe healthcare is reliably delivered irrespective of the healthcare setting.  The programme fo-
cuses on getting three basic practices right every time we care for our patients, these are hand 
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hygiene, using antimicrobials appropriately (antimicrobial stewardship) & preventing medical 
device-related infections i.e., IV lines/drips, urinary catheters.  If the above three measures are 
applied consistently and reliably every time healthcare workers care for their patients/residents/
client then a significant proportion of HCAIs, including that caused by AMR will be prevented.

As I have stated in the House on previous occasions, the prevention HCAIs and colonisa-
tion/infection of  patients with antimicrobial-resistant organisms  such as MRSA is one of my 
priorities in protecting patient safety.  HCAIs represent a major cause of preventable harm 
and increased healthcare costs.  The prevalence of MRSA has dropped considerably in recent 
years.  There has been a decrease of 62.5% in reported cases of MRSA from 2006 to 2013 and 
the downward trend appears to be holding for the first quarter of 2014 (figures are provisional). 

While I welcome the reducing trend in reported rates of MRSA in Ireland, MRSA rates are 
comparably high with other countries.  We must systematically build our actions and processes 
to continue to reduce the prevalence of MRSA in Ireland.  It must be noted that  there are con-
cerns about the rates of resistance of other organisms and ongoing high antimicrobial consump-
tion.  The most recent European Antimicrobial Surveillance System Report (EARS - Net) for 
Quarter 1, 2014 was published on June 25th.  The full Report is available at http://www.hpsc.
ie/hpsc/A-Z/MicrobiologyAntimicrobialResistance/EuropeanAntimicrobialResistanceSurveil-
lanceSystemEARSS/EARSSSurveillanceReports/2014Reports/.

In December last I launched and endorsed the second National Clinical Guideline, Preven-
tion and Control Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA).  This National Clini-
cal Guideline provides practical guidance on prevention and control measures for MRSA to 
improve patient care, minimise patient morbidity and mortality and to help contain healthcare 
costs.  The guideline has been developed for all healthcare staff involved in the care of patients, 
residents or clients who may be at risk of or may have MRSA in acute hospitals, obstetrics and 
neonates, nursing homes/long stay residential units and the community.  A third national Guide-
line on Surveillance, Diagnosis and Management of Clostridium difficile Infection in Ireland 
was launched in June 2014.

I might add that I have ensured that Patient Safety has been made a priority within the HSE’s 
Annual Service Plan through specific measures focused on quality and patient safety including 
HCAIs, Medication safety and implementation of Early Warning Score systems.  My officials 
meet the HSE each month on the Service Plan and patient safety is a standing item on that 
agenda.

01/07/2014WRY02350Hospital Staff Data

01/07/2014WRY02400530. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of consultant posi-
tions vacant as of 25 June 2014 in each public and voluntary hospital; the number of these posi-
tions currently being filled by locums; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28253/14]

01/07/2014WRY02500531. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of senior house of-
ficer positions vacant as of 25 June 2014 in each public and voluntary hospital; the number of 
these positions currently being filled by locums; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28254/14]

01/07/2014WRY02600532. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of registrar positions 
vacant as of 25 June 2014 in each public and voluntary hospital; the number of these positions 
currently being filled by locums; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28255/14]

01/07/2014WRY02700533. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of staff nurse posi-
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tions vacant as of 25 June 2014 in each public and voluntary hospital; the number of these posi-
tions currently being filled by locums; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28256/14]

01/07/2014WRY02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 530 to 533, 
inclusive, together.

As these questions relate to an operational matter, I have referred them to the HSE for direct 
reply.

01/07/2014WRY02850Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRY02900534. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Mayo will have their medical card reinstated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28257/14]

01/07/2014WRY03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person, with a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments.  If the medical card 
or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of discretion and was refused 
renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the completion of an eligibil-
ity review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced issuing letters to the persons concerned and this process should be 
concluded by the first two weeks of July.  No action is required on the part of those affected as 
the HSE will be in contact.  If people do not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact 
the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 1890 25 29 19.  These individuals will be able to access 
medical card and GP visit card services in the normal manner when they have been advised by 
the HSE that their medical card or GP visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to re-
ply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Med-
ical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 
1970, as amended.  It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas 
specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish 
to use for an earlier response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRY03050Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRY03100535. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health if, as per his announcement 
recently that all discretionary medical cards removed under review since June, 2011 will be re-
instated, if his instructions have been formally forwarded to PCRS as they seem to be unaware 
of how and when this process will commence; the process involved; if some discretionary cards 
will not be reinstated; if not the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28275/14]

01/07/2014WRY03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
has authorised the HSE to issue cards to people who held a medical or GP visit card, issued on 
a discretionary basis to a person with a serious medical condition, and where the card renewal 
was refused having completed an eligibility review between 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014.  The 
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HSE has commenced issuing letters to the persons concerned and this process should be con-
cluded by the first two weeks of July.

The issuing of cards to persons affected is based on the following criteria:

- A person must have held a medical or GP visit card during that period, issued on a discre-
tionary basis, but had it withdrawn on foot of a completed eligibility review;

- They must have completed the review process during that period i.e. provided the informa-
tion and documentation required to assess their eligibility;

- They must have a serious medical condition which required that their case was referred to 
a Medical Officer as a part of the review process.

It is anticipated that over 15,000 cards will issue to people with serious medical conditions 
as part of this process.  However, until the HSE has completed its examination on a case by case 
basis, it is not possible to provide a definitive figure.

Furthermore, it is also recognised that a small number of individuals may not have been 
able to complete their review during this period due to circumstances relating to their medical 
condition, e.g., hospitalisation during treatment, change of residence during treatment.  There-
fore, the Director General of the HSE may act, on his own initiative, to take account of an ad 
misericordiam   appeal (an appeal “to pity”) on a case by case basis to issue a discretionary card 
to such a person that has a serious medical condition.

Question No. 536 answered with Question No. 523.

01/07/2014WRY03350Health Services Provision

01/07/2014WRY03400537. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the waiting list times for 
children to access allergy testing and consultation; the locations around the State where such 
services are available; if he will provide general figures indicating the numbers of persons 
seeking treatment for food allergy related conditions over the past ten years; if there have been 
increases in the number of cases of potentially life-threatening food allergies in that time; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28280/14]

01/07/2014WRY03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Anaphylactic shock due to adverse food re-
action is not covered by registration or notification.  Hence, the detailed data on prevalence by 
county, age and gender requested by the Deputy is not available.  Statistics on the numbers of 
people diagnosed with anaphylactic shock due to adverse food reaction are also not routinely 
available.  The available data relates to episodes of hospitalisation from these conditions and 
this information is presented in the table below.  The data are derived from the Hospital In-
patient Enquiry (HIPE) system which records details on each in-patient and daycase discharge 
from all publicly-funded acute hospitals.  It should be noted that if a patient is admitted more 
than once for a specific condition, each admission is counted separately in HIPE.  For this rea-
son, the figures should not be interpreted as prevalence estimates for these conditions (data for 
2013 are provisional).

Year 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013*
Anaphylactic 
shock due to 
adverse food 
reaction

44 33 45 43 58 55 60 63 62 65
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*As the remaining queries raised by the Deputy are service matters, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to her directly.

01/07/2014WRY03550Hospital Appointment Status

01/07/2014WRY03600538. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appoint-
ment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare to attend Croom Hospital, County 
Limerick.  [28291/14]

01/07/2014WRY03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should a patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the 
best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the 
specific hospital appointment query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRY03750Medical Card Reviews

01/07/2014WRY03800539. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.  [28298/14]

01/07/2014WRY03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRY03950Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRY04000540. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) with Down’s syndrome will not have their medical card reinstated having lost it under 
review in January 2014.  [28300/14]

01/07/2014WRY04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person, with a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments.  If the medical card 
or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of discretion and was refused 
renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the completion of an eligibil-
ity review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced the process of identifying and contacting persons to advise them 
that their medical cards and GP visit cards will issue.  The HSE has commenced issuing letters 
to the persons concerned and this process should be concluded by the first two weeks of July.  
No action is required on the part of those affected as the HSE will be in contact.  If people do 
not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 
1890 25 29 19.  These individuals will be able to access medical card and GP visit card services 
in the normal manner when they have been advised by the HSE that their medical card or GP 
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visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to re-
ply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Med-
ical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 
1970, as amended.  It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas 
specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish 
to use for an earlier response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRZ00150Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRZ00200541. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health in view of the recent Gov-
ernment announcement on the suspension of reviews of medical cards where discretion had 
been exercised if he will take account of medical circumstances; if his Department will reinstate 
a full medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28302/14]

01/07/2014WRZ00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person,  with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced the process of identifying and contacting persons to advise them 
that their medical cards and GP visit cards will issue. The HSE has commenced issuing letters 
to the persons concerned and this process should be concluded by the first two weeks of July. 
No action is required on the part of those affected as the HSE will be in contact. If people do 
not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 
1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access medical card and GP visit card services 
in the normal manner when they have been advised by the HSE that their medical card or GP 
visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to re-
ply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Med-
ical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 
1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas 
specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish 
to use for an earlier response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRZ00350Medical Card Data

01/07/2014WRZ00400542. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health with regard to the restoration of 
12,406 discretionary medical cards and the 2,899 discretionary general practitioner visit cards 
announced on 17 June 2014, the number of such former cardholders that the Health Service 
Executive had written to or otherwise contacted by 24 June 2014. [28307/14]

01/07/2014WRZ00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
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Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

01/07/2014WRZ00550Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRZ00600543. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be 
made on an application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28308/14]

01/07/2014WRZ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRZ00750Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRZ00800544. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their medical card application; the reason for 
the delay for making a decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28311/14]

01/07/2014WRZ00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRZ00950Hospital Appointments Administration

01/07/2014WRZ01000545. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health If he will expedite an appointment 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28314/14]

01/07/2014WRZ01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.   In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to him on this matter.

01/07/2014WRZ01150Hospital Accommodation Provision
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01/07/2014WRZ01200546. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health the measures he has taken, 
with the Health Service Executive, to establish a long term unit for Cystic Fibrosis suffers in 
Beaumont Hospital in view of the fact that there is no such facilities on the northside of Dublin 
for those suffering from the long term illness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28318/14]

01/07/2014WRZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Beaumont Hospital is one of 6 specialist 
centres which provides services to adults with cystic fibrosis.  In the 2008 Budget, a special 
allocation of €2.5m capital funding was provided to enable the hospital to provide facilities for 
ambulatory care of people with cystic fibrosis.  

This enabled the provision of the new dedicated Outpatient facility for patients with CF 
which facilitates a comprehensive range of services from the multidisciplinary teams; these in-
clude outpatient clinics, a drop in centre / base for clinical assessments with medical consultants 
and nurses, and the provision of treatments that would otherwise have required hospitalisation; 
for example, infusions and antibiotic therapies, assessment of pulmonary function, physiother-
apy, dietetics and psychology.  

The consultation and treatment rooms have air filtration rooms which facilitate 12 air chang-
es per hour, approximately three times the average rate in a normal room.  This benefit reduces 
the time needed between patients for the purposes of infection control. This facility opened on 
October 26, 2010. 

St Paul’s Ward is the specialist respiratory ward in the hospital, on which the single rooms 
are for elective admission of patients with CF for prophylactic antibiotic therapy (or other treat-
ment as required). With priority access to a number of en-suite inpatient rooms, adults with CF 
are rarely admitted as in-patients via the Emergency Department.

In discussion with the National Clinical Care Programme and the clinical team on-site, it 
has been identified that due to the increase in numbers within the service there is a requirement 
for an increase in in-patient single-room accommodation for our CF patients. Arrangements are 
being finalised to provide this within the hospital’s existing infrastructure.  

With regard to longer-term plans, the hospital is engaging with the HSE in relation to the 
overall infrastructure related requirements to best meet growing service demands.  The require-
ments for CF patients will form an integral part of these discussions.

01/07/2014WRZ01350Medicinal Products Prices

01/07/2014WRZ01400547. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will put in place regula-
tions to impose maximum price for emergency contraception; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28325/14]

01/07/2014WRZ01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of 
medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance with the provisions of the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  

A prescription only emergency contraception product, Levonelle®, is currently included on 
the List of Reimbursable Items for the GMS and other community drug schemes. This product 
is therefore available to medical card holders under the GMS Scheme, subject to the prescrip-
tion charge, once they have a prescription from their GP. Otherwise it is available under the 
Drug Payment Scheme whereby no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
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month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines.

Since February 2011, another emergency contraception product, NorLevo® , has been 
available at pharmacies in Ireland without a prescription. The supply process for this product is 
essentially a private transaction between the patient and the pharmacy.

In the case of  drugs and medicines which are paid for by the HSE, prices are set in accor-
dance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 or 
the terms of the framework agreements between the Department of Health and the HSE and the 
representative bodies for pharmaceutical manufacturers in Ireland. However, neither the Min-
ister for Health nor the HSE has any power to set the prices of drugs and medicines purchased 
by private patients.  

The HSE advises the public that if they are being charged prices which exceed the reim-
bursement price listed on the HSE website (http://www.pcrs.ie/), plus a dispensing fee of be-
tween €3.50 and €5, then they should discuss the differential with their pharmacist to ensure 
they get the best possible price for the medicine concerned.  

01/07/2014WRZ01550Mental Health Services Provision

01/07/2014WRZ01600548. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his plans for mental health 
service improvement for young persons and third level students; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28326/14]

01/07/2014WRZ01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment has prioritised reform of all aspects of our mental health services in line with A Vision 
for Change, including additional and improved quality care for young people in both residen-
tial and community based settings. Total HSE Mental Health funding in 2014 is significant at 
around €766m. In this context, additional funding of €90 million, and around 1,100 new posts, 
has been provided over the last three Budgets.  The range of new service initiatives is designed 
to cover positive mental health for all age groups, including access to services for young people 
and third level students. These services are provided by the HSE, in partnership with other 
statutory and non-statutory agencies.

As services are provided on a specific and regional or local basis, I have referred the Depu-
ty’s question to the Executive in respect of the detailed information sought.

01/07/2014WRZ01750Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRZ01800549. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he will review eligibility 
for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who recently had 
their medical card withdrawn; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28343/14]

01/07/2014WRZ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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01/07/2014WRZ01950Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRZ02000550. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow will receive a decision on their medical card application. [28351/14]

01/07/2014WRZ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRZ02150Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRZ02200551. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow will receive a decision on their medical card. [28352/14]

01/07/2014WRZ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRZ02350Health Services Provision

01/07/2014WRZ02400552. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding cuts in 
services in respect of a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28375/14]

01/07/2014WRZ02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the issue raised by the Deputy relates to an 
individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  I have asked the HSE 
to look into the particular matter raised and to reply directly to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRZ02550Mental Health Services Funding

01/07/2014WRZ02600553. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the rationale behind the decision for 
Social Anxiety Ireland no longer being funded by the Mater Hospital Group. [28383/14]

01/07/2014WRZ02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 554 answered with Question No. 523.

01/07/2014WRZ02950Hospital Waiting Lists
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01/07/2014WRZ03000555. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the reason a child (details sup-
plied) in County Wexford with recurring tonsillitis has been on the public waiting list for a ton-
sillectomy for over four years; his plans to address this matter; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28385/14]

01/07/2014WRZ03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

01/07/2014WRZ03150Medical Card Reviews

01/07/2014WRZ03200556. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if a child (details supplied) in 
County Mayo will have their medical card reinstated in view of the Government decision to 
reinstate medical cards that were removed between July 2011 and June, 2014; his views that 
children with Down syndrome should have an automatic entitlement to a medical card; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28387/14]

01/07/2014WRZ03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person,  with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

 If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of 
discretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following 
the completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced the process of identifying and contacting persons to advise them 
that their medical cards and GP visit cards will issue. The HSE has commenced issuing letters 
to the persons concerned and this process should be concluded by the first two weeks of July. 
No action is required on the part of those affected as the HSE will be in contact. If people do 
not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 
1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access medical card and GP visit card services 
in the normal manner when they have been advised by the HSE that their medical card or GP 
visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRZ03350HSE Properties

01/07/2014WRZ03400557. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health as per correspondence from the 
operations manager, Galway-Roscommon PCCC, dated 3 June last, the Health Service Execu-
tive has stated its intention to place the Tynagh health centre, Main Street, Tynagh, Loughrea, 
County Galway, for sale in the coming months; if he will confirm that either the HSE or his 



1 July 2014

349

Department hold legal title to this property; if he will confirm that the land was originally do-
nated by a local person and was intended to provide for community health services; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28390/14]

01/07/2014WRZ03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Management of the health care property es-
tate is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Execu-
tive for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRZ03550Blood Donations

01/07/2014WRZ03600558. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if there is a restriction on citizens 
from Northern Ireland being able to donate blood; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28391/14]

01/07/2014WRZ03700559. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if this restriction on citizens from 
Northern Ireland being able to donate blood is based in law or in policy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28392/14]

01/07/2014WRZ03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 558 and 559 
together.

The IBTS has implemented a permanent deferral policy  in regard to blood donation for 
people who resided  for 12 months or  more in Northern Ireland, England, Scotland, Wales, 
the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man between 1980 and 1996. This policy was  introduced 
in 2004 following the first confirmed case of vCJD transmission via  blood transfusion in the 
UK. It is implemented as a precaution against the risk of transmission of vCJD through  blood 
transfusion. There is no test for vCJD and confirmation  that someone had the disease is only 
possible post mortem.  The incidence of vCJD, and of BSE, in Northern Ireland, while lower 
than in parts of the UK, was higher than that in the Republic of  Ireland.   

Blood, and the products derived from it, are an integral facet of healthcare delivery.  The 
remit of the Irish Blood Transfusion Service is to provide a safe, reliable and robust blood ser-
vice to the Irish health system. The IBTS keeps its eligibility criteria for blood donation under 
on-going review, working closely with blood services internationally.

01/07/2014WRZ03850Health Services Staff Data

01/07/2014WRZ03900560. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health the number of employees with-
in the Health Service Executive that are currently employed at the journeyman chef grade; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28395/14]

01/07/2014WRZ04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter I have re-
ferred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRAA00150Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRAA00200561. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the services that are available 
to general practitioners for patients who require emergency GMS cover if any; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28399/14]
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01/07/2014WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has an 
effective system in place for the provision of emergency medical cards for patients who are ter-
minally ill, or who are seriously ill and in urgent need of medical care that they cannot afford.  
They are issued within twenty-four hours of receipt of the required patient details and the letter 
of confirmation of the condition from a doctor or a medical consultant.  For persons with a ter-
minal illness, no means test applies.  Once the terminal illness is verified by a GP or Consultant, 
patients are given an emergency medical card for six months.

GPs have full electronic visibility of their GP visit/medical card panel of patients and have 
the facility to electronically allow temporary extension of eligibility for expiring cards where 
a sensitive renewal is appropriate, or where they are aware that a person is still availing of ser-
vices but there may be something that prevents them from carrying out a standard review, e.g. a 
blind person with little family support.  All GPs have appropriate electronic access to the medi-
cal card eligibility database and they do not have to confirm medical card details by contacting 
the HSE.

01/07/2014WRAA00400Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRAA00500562. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28403/14]

01/07/2014WRAA00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRAA00700National Maternity Hospital

01/07/2014WRAA00800563. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the recruitment process behind 
appointing the project manager for the €150 million national maternity hospital project on 
St.Vincent’s hospital campus; and if the job was advertised publicly. [28411/14]

01/07/2014WRAA00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter I have re-
ferred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

  Questions Nos. 564 and 565 answered with Question No. 440.

01/07/2014WRAA01100Medicinal Products Availability

01/07/2014WRAA01200566. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to make a drug 
(details supplied) available to patients under the general medical card scheme and the drugs 
payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28424/14]

01/07/2014WRAA01300572. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the reason the medication Fam-
pyra for multiple sclerosis, MS, sufferers has been removed from the long-term illness scheme; 
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his plans to reinstate this drug on the long-term illness scheme, in view of its effectiveness in 
treating MS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28454/14]

01/07/2014WRAA01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 566 and 572 together.

Fampridine (Fampyra®) was never available under the Long Term Illness Scheme.  How-
ever, I understand that the manufacturer of Fampyra supplied the drug free of charge to some 
patients who were prescribed the drug by their clinician.  The manufacturer has recently de-
cided to stop supplying the drug free of charge and, as a consequence, these patients are now 
faced with financing the drug themselves if they wish to continue with this drug treatment.  
The Health Service Executive (HSE) is responsible for the administration of the primary care 
schemes.  The HSE received an application for the inclusion of Fampridine (Fampyra®) in the 
GMS and community drugs schemes.  The application was considered in line with the proce-
dures and timescales agreed by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharma-
ceutical Healthcare Association (IPHA) for the assessment of new medicines.  In accordance 
with these procedures, the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) conducted a phar-
macoeconomic evaluation of Fampridine and concluded that, as the manufacturer was unable to 
demonstrate the cost effectiveness of fampridine in the Irish healthcare setting, it was unable to 
recommend the reimbursement of the product.  The report is available on the NCPE’s website 
(www.ncpe.ie  ).

The HSE assessment process is intended to arrive at a decision on the funding of new medi-
cines that is clinically appropriate, fair, consistent and sustainable.  In these circumstances, the 
HSE has not approved the reimbursement of Fampridine under the GMS or other community 
drug schemes.  However, I am aware that studies are ongoing to assess the wider impact of 
Fampridine on both walking and quality of life for persons diagnosed with MS.  The results 
of these studies will contribute to the evidence base demonstrating the clinical effectiveness 
of the product which can be used to support future applications for its inclusion on the lists of 
reimbursable items supplied under the GMS and other community drugs scheme.  The HSE has 
met with Biogen Idec recently to discuss a potential revised application.  The HSE expects that 
Biogen Idec will submit a revised application.  The HSE will then re-consider the application 
in as timely a fashion as possible in line with the agreed procedures and timescales for the as-
sessment of new medicines.

01/07/2014WRAA01500Hospital Consultants Recruitment

01/07/2014WRAA01600567. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Health the number of applicants that 
have applied for the vacant consultant dermatologist post at Waterford University Hospital; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28425/14]

01/07/2014WRAA01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this question relates to an operational mat-
ter, I have referred it to the HSE for direct reply.

01/07/2014WRAA01800Medical Card Reviews

01/07/2014WRAA01900568. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
review will be completed in the case of the spouse of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28431/14]

01/07/2014WRAA02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
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Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRAA02100Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRAA02200569. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
determination of further documentation in respect of a medical card application in the case of 
persons (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28432/14]

01/07/2014WRAA02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRAA02400Home Care Packages

01/07/2014WRAA02500570. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Meath is to lose their home care package of three hours per week at the end 
of June; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28433/14]

01/07/2014WRAA02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 571 answered with Question No. 440.

  Question No. 572 answered with Question No. 566.

01/07/2014WRAA02900Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRAA03000573. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be is-
sued to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny as a matter of urgency. [28457/14]

01/07/2014WRAA03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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01/07/2014WRAA03200Hospital Appointment Delays

01/07/2014WRAA03300574. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reasons for the delay in 
arranging a hip replacement operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Car-
low; if he will expedite the matter. [28459/14]

01/07/2014WRAA03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to him on this matter.

01/07/2014WRAA03500Hospital Appointments Administration

01/07/2014WRAA03600575. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early date of a shoulder 
operation will be arranged at Kilcreene Hospital Kilkenny in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kilkenny. [28460/14]

01/07/2014WRAA03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to him on this matter.

01/07/2014WRAA03800Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRAA03900576. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be is-
sued as a matter of urgency to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [28467/14]

01/07/2014WRAA04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRAA04100Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

01/07/2014WRAA04200577. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will review the definition 
of anaphylaxis and include it under the long-term illness scheme, as is the case with diabetes, 
haemophilia, epilepsy and other diseases and medical conditions. [28472/14]
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01/07/2014WRAA04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Long Term Ill-
ness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 1970 (as amended).  
Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions covered by the LTI 
Scheme.  The conditions covered by the LTI Scheme are as follows: Acute Leukaemia; Mental 
handicap; Cerebral Palsy; Mental Illness (in a person under 16); Cystic Fibrosis; Multiple Scle-
rosis; Diabetes Insipidus; Muscular Dystrophies; Diabetes Mellitus; Parkinsonism; Epilepsy; 
Phenylketonuria; Haemophilia; Spina Bifida; Hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the 
use of Thalidomide.  There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered under the LTI 
Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces 
the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  In 
addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical ser-
vices for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assessment 
process, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.  
Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which 
covers the cost of GP consultations.

01/07/2014WRAA04400Health Promotion

01/07/2014WRAA04500578. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the establish-
ment of a State-wide education programme to alert teachers, health care professionals, citizens 
and parents about the dangers of anaphylaxis. [28473/14]

01/07/2014WRAA04600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Anaphylaxis may arise from a wide variety 
of causes, including insect stings, food allergies and reaction to certain medications.  It affects 
individuals in many different ways.  General  practitioners are in the best position to offer ad-
vice to sufferers and, where necessary, to refer them to hospital consultants, to advise on the 
use of adrenaline pens or other appropriate precautionary measures with regard to the precau-
tions that should be taken in individual cases.  My Department has no plans to introduce a state 
wide anaphylaxis programme as I am satisfied that GPs are best placed to provide advice to 
individual patients.

  Questions Nos. 579 and 580 answered with Question No. 523.

Question No. 581 answered with Question No. 523.

01/07/2014WRBB00250Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRBB00300582. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health if persons (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Kildare will now qualify for a medical card under the new discretionary medical cards; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28485/14]

01/07/2014WRBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person,  with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 
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If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced the process of identifying and contacting persons to advise them 
that their medical cards and GP visit cards will issue. The HSE has commenced issuing letters 
to the persons concerned and this process should be concluded by the first two weeks of July. 
No action is required on the part of those affected as the HSE will be in contact. If people do 
not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 
1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access medical card and GP visit card services 
in the normal manner when they have been advised by the HSE that their medical card or GP 
visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRBB00450Medical Card Delays

01/07/2014WRBB00500583. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in issuing 
a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28493/14]

01/07/2014WRBB00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Ser-
vice Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRBB00650Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRBB00700584. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue 
on a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28494/14]

01/07/2014WRBB00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person,  with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 
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The HSE has commenced the process of identifying and contacting persons to advise them 
that their medical cards and GP visit cards will issue. The HSE has commenced issuing letters 
to the persons concerned and this process should be concluded by the first two weeks of July. 
No action is required on the part of those affected as the HSE will be in contact. If people do 
not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 
1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access medical card and GP visit card services 
in the normal manner when they have been advised by the HSE that their medical card or GP 
visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRBB00850Health Services Provision

01/07/2014WRBB00900585. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the criteria and conditions un-
der which public patients are prioritised for treatment in private facilities and if private clinics/
hospitals reserve the right to treat their own patients/clients ahead of the public patients regard-
less of the public patients level of medical need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28495/14]

01/07/2014WRBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

01/07/2014WRBB01050Departmental Schemes

01/07/2014WRBB01100586. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health when an alternative to the mobility 
allowance scheme will be introduced following the closure of the scheme to new applicants in 
February of this year due to the requirements of the Equal Status acts; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28502/14]

01/07/2014WRBB01200591. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the mobil-
ity allowance and motorised transport grant schemes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28533/14]

01/07/2014WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 586 and 591 together.

Conscious of the reports of the Ombudsman regarding the legal status of the Mobility Al-
lowance and Motorised Transport Grant Schemes in the context of the Equal Status Acts, the 
Government decided to close both schemes to new applications on 26th February 2013.  Fol-
lowing the work of the Review Group on Transport Supports for People with Disabilities and 
the Inter-Departmental Group tasked by Government to consider details of a statutory replace-
ment for the discontinued schemes,  the Government decided in November 2013, that the pre-
paratory work required for a new travel subsidy scheme and associated statutory provisions 
should be progressed by the Minister for Health. Work is ongoing on the policy proposals to be 
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brought to Government for the drafting of primary legislation for a new scheme.

The Health Service Executive continues to make payment to the 4,700 people who were in 
receipt of the Mobility Allowance payment in February 2013.

Question No. 587 answered with Question No. 440.

01/07/2014WRBB01450Medical Card Eligibility

01/07/2014WRBB01500588. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will now 
qualify for a medical card under the new discretionary changes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28510/14]

01/07/2014WRBB01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the context of 
the Government’s decision to develop a policy framework for providing eligibility for health 
services on the basis of medical conditions, the Government recently announced that a medical  
card or GP visit card is to be issued to a person,  with  a serious illness, whose discretionary card 
was refused renewal since the centralisation of medical card assessments. 

If the medical card or GP visit card to which the Deputy refers was awarded  by way of dis-
cretion and was refused renewal in the period from 1 July 2011 to 31 May 2014 following the 
completion of an eligibility review, a card will issue by the HSE. 

The HSE has commenced the process of identifying and contacting persons to advise them 
that their medical cards and GP visit cards will issue. The HSE has commenced issuing letters 
to the persons concerned and this process should be concluded by the first two weeks of July. 
No action is required on the part of those affected as the HSE will be in contact. If people do 
not hear from the HSE by mid July, they should contact the HSE on its Lo-Call contact number: 
1890 25 29 19. These individuals will be able to access medical card and GP visit card services 
in the normal manner when they have been advised by the HSE that their medical card or GP 
visit card is active. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific query raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRBB01650Medicinal Products Availability

01/07/2014WRBB01700589. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the manufac-
turer of the drug fampyra has submitted a revised application to the Health Service Executive 
for its inclusion in the GMS and community drugs scheme; if it has, the date on which it was 
received; and when a decision will be made by the Health Service Executive. [28529/14]

01/07/2014WRBB01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive (HSE) is responsible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, 
the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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Question No. 590 answered with Question No. 440.

Question No. 591 answered with Question No. 586.

01/07/2014WRBB02050Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRBB02100592. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo. [28537/14]

01/07/2014WRBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Ser-
vice Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRBB02250Medical Card Applications

01/07/2014WRBB02300593. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Mayo. [28538/14]

01/07/2014WRBB02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has been asked 
to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.The Health Service Execu-
tive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit 
cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact service for 
members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, 
which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. Contact information has issued to 
Oireachtas members.

01/07/2014WRBB02450Health Services Provision

01/07/2014WRBB02500594. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 599 of 13 May 2014 when a reply will issue; the reason for the delay in providing the 
reply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28549/14]

01/07/2014WRBB02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Deputy’s 
previous question was referred to the Health Service Executive by the Department of Health as 
it relates to the provision of services. The Department has requested that the HSE inform the 
Deputy, directly, of the current position in relation to the provision of special shoes to the named 
individual, as soon as possible.

01/07/2014WRBB02650Road Projects

01/07/2014WRBB02700595. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
mandate local authorities to pursue developers and contractors for damage done to public roads, 
footpaths or any other public property as a result of the work that they carried out, rather than 
the local authority carrying the costs of such works. [27818/14]
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01/07/2014WRBB02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The maintenance 
and construction of public roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant road authority, in 
accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.     

A person must have lawful authority or the consent of the relevant road authority in order to 
carry out works on a public road or any part of a public road such as a footpath.

Section 13(10)(a) provides, inter alia,  that a person who, without lawful authority or the 
consent of a road authority, defaces, damages or excavates a public road, is guilty of an offence.

Section 13(10)(b) provides that a consent under section 13(10(a) may be given by the road 
authority subject to such conditions, restrictions or requirements as it thinks fit and any person 
who fails to comply with such conditions, restrictions or requirements is guilty of an offence.

Section 13(10)(c) provides that where a person does anything in contravention of section 
13(10)(a), a road authority may, inter alia, remove any defacement, repair any damage or fill 
in any excavation, and may recover any costs reasonably incurred by it from such person as a 
simple contract debt in any court of competent jurisdiction.

With regard to other types of public property, these would be subject to any relevant statu-
tory provisions that apply to such property.

01/07/2014WRBB02850Legislative Measures

01/07/2014WRBB02900596. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will report on the measures required to commence section 12 of the Road Traffic Act 2014; 
and if he will indicate a timeline of when it is expected that the provision will be commenced. 
[27921/14]

01/07/2014WRBB03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Section 12 of the 
Road Traffic Act 2014 relates to the taking of a specimen of blood, in hospital, from an inca-
pacitated driver following a road collision in which injury occurred.  It is my intention to com-
mence the relevant section of the Act as soon as possible.    

The principal requirement before this section can be implemented is for procedural guide-
lines to be prepared for members of the medical profession and An Garda Síochána.  This task 
is being undertaken by the Medical Bureau of Road Safety.  I understand that the Guidelines 
are now essentially complete.

However, section 12 is also linked to sections 11 and 13.  Section 13 provides for conse-
quential disqualifications for offences under sections 11 and 12.  It will therefore be necessary 
to commence all three sections simultaneously.  

Section 11 relates to intoxication impairment testing.  My officials are liaising with An 
Garda Síochána on the timetabling of the implementation of this section.   Regulations are also 
being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Draftsman in relation to this provision. While 
it is likely that the necessary arrangements for Section 12 will be in place very shortly, com-
mencement must await finalisation of the preparations for Section 11.  The target date for this 
is September.

01/07/2014WRBB03050Sports Capital Programme Administration
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01/07/2014WRBB03100597. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the clubs who applied for grant funding under the sports capital programme 2014 will be noti-
fied of the decision regarding their applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27823/14]

01/07/2014WRBB03200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I was delighted to be able to launch the 2014 round of the Sports Capital Programme 
earlier this year. €40 million is available for allocation.

The 2,036 applications received under the 2014 Sports Capital Programme are currently be-
ing assessed by officials in my Department.  Every application will be assessed by one official 
and reviewed by another.  Given the number of applications received and the detail contained 
therein, this process takes a number of months to complete.  I hope to announce allocations in 
the near future.  The Department will also be contacting all applicants regarding the outcome 
of their applications.

01/07/2014WRBB03250National Car Test

01/07/2014WRBB03300598. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form the amount of time that was allocated to an national car test inspector 
for testing a vehicle prior and present to the introduction of the performance reward scheme 
that was introduced in 2010; if he will also provide in tabular form the items that were listed for 
testing prior and present to the introduction of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27844/14]

01/07/2014WRBB03400599. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
in relation to the performance reward scheme that was introduced in 2010 in all national car test 
centres; his further views that the scheme could jeopardise the integrity of car testing; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27845/14]

01/07/2014WRBB03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 598 and 599 together.

Under the Road Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 
477 of 2006) the Road Safety Authority (RSA) has responsibility for the delivery of the Na-
tional Car Test.

The RSA has overall responsibility for the operation, oversight, development, quality assur-
ance and delivery of vehicle testing arrangements.

I have requested that the RSA respond directly to the Deputy’s questions. Please advise my 
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

01/07/2014WRBB03550Road Network

01/07/2014WRBB03600600. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mo-
torway services plan that was included in the original M9 motorway scheme; if these services 
were intended to be online or offline; if they were operated privately or by the National Roads 
Authority; and the criteria that was used to make such decisions. [27851/14]

01/07/2014WRBB03700601. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of motorway service stations that will be built nationwide over the next five years; if they will 
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be operated privately or by the National Roads Authority; and of those to be built by the NRA, 
the amount of money that will be spent on the construction and operation of these facilities; and 
if he considers this good use of public finances. [27852/14]

01/07/2014WRBB03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 600 and 601 together.

   As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme. The construction, improvement and main-
tenance of individual national roads, including service areas, is a matter for the National Roads 
Authority under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned. In particular, Section 54 of the Roads Act 1993 specifically provides for the National 
Roads Authority or a local authority to provide and/or operate service areas.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the NRA for direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

I hope potential private sector operators and developers take the opportunity presented by 
the public consultation process to indicate very clearly what they could offer, whether online 
or offline services. On the M9, Dublin-Waterford, we all agree that an additional service area 
is needed.

01/07/2014WRCC00150Taxi Regulations

01/07/2014WRCC00200602. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the Taxi Regulation Act 2013; when it will be reviewed; his plans to deal 
with taxi driver safety following recent assaults; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27860/14]

01/07/2014WRCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly):  Statutory Instrument No. 163 of 2014 completed the commencement of the Taxi Regu-
lation Act 2013 in April this year with the exception of section 49. The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) also introduced new small public service vehicle (SPSV) regulations on 7 
April which introduced new measures provided for under the Act as well as consolidating and 
replacing the existing SPSV regulations.

I commenced the review of the taxi industry  in June 2011 in line with a commitment in the 
Programme for Government. The review addressed a wide range of issues relating to the taxi 
sector, including regulatory policy and practices, licensing systems, enforcement and future di-
alogue with the taxi sector. The consultation on the review extended to all interested parties and 
there was an appropriate contribution from stakeholders, including dispatch operators, drivers, 
consumers and the regulatory and enforcement agencies.

The regulation of the SPSV sector is a matter for the NTA under the provisions of the Taxi 
Regulation Act, 2013. I have no plans to undertake any further review of the sector at this time.

The recent spate of carjackings, including taxi carjackings, is a very concerning develop-
ment. The matter is to be raised at the next Ministerial Road Safety Committee meeting. I have 
also asked the NTA to conduct a consultation process around driver safety, as committed to in 
the Taxi Regulation Review.
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01/07/2014WRCC00350Rail Network

01/07/2014WRCC00400603. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ex-
pected start date for construction at a rail stop at Crusheen on the Ennis to Galway line; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27936/14]

01/07/2014WRCC00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The lifetime of the 
Government’s current capital investment plan runs to 2016 and with the available funding the 
priority for heavy rail is to protect the operational network and maintain safety standards, rather 
than the expansion of the network. The bulk of the funding is required for rail safety and renew-
al. However the Plan did include funding for new rail stations at Kishogue, Hansfield, Oran-
more and Crusheen.  To date Hansfield and Oranmore stations have been opened while planning 
issues and other delays have hampered progress at both Kishogue and Crusheen.  Capital fund-
ing for Irish Rail was also reduced in 2012 to support the emergency funding required by the 
CIE Group at that time.  This led to a re-prioritisation of the heavy rail capital projects and to a 
longer delivery time line for some projects including the new rail stations.    Preparatory work 
on a new government capital investment plan to 2019 has begun. This will involve a focused 
review of the current plan and take account of investment priorities for the next five years. If 
additional funds are available over and above what is required to maintain existing assets  there 
will be many competing transport projects across all modes. Only projects for which there is a 
clear identifiable need, which are affordable, have a robust business case and add value to exist-
ing infrastructure, will be prioritised for funding in the new capital plan.

That is why I have asked Irish Rail to revisit their current proposals for Crusheen rail stop 
which have a construction cost in the order of €2 million and see if a lower cost alternative is 
feasible. It is my intention to provide for a rail stop at Crusheen.

01/07/2014WRCC00550Pilot Training Colleges

01/07/2014WRCC00600604. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding a pilot training college (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27995/14]

01/07/2014WRCC00700617. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the action his 
Department can take to assist those who lost out because of the collapse of the pilot training 
scheme in July 2012 in view of the fact that the circumstances are comparable to those who lost 
out because of the recent collapse of English language schools, whereby an interdepartmental 
taskforce was established to deal with the language students and they have already been assisted 
with the costs of furthering their studies in future. [28346/14]

01/07/2014WRCC00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 604 and 617 together.

The closure of the English Language Schools gave rise to a number of issues which crossed 
Departmental remits and a Task Force was established to examine the situation.  On an initiative 
of the private colleges involved in the task force an offer was made for students to complete 
their education with the colleges at a discounted fee. This came at no cost to the Exchequer. The 
State is not in a position to compel such a measure for flight schools. However, the scale of the 
fees involved in language training is significantly less than that for flight training.  

Following the collapse of PTC in 2012, the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) also made every 
effort to assist the students of the college to complete their training at a reasonable cost through 
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its engagement with the relevant training providers in Florida and here in Ireland. The IAA se-
cured the records of the students and all flight and ground training carried out in Florida up to 
then, ensuring accreditation towards student’s final qualifications where possible.  In addition, 
the IAA funded and helped facilitate, on a once-off basis, the repatriation to Ireland of those 
students who were training in Florida.

The responsibility of the IAA for flight training organisations extends to the oversight of the 
safety, quality and standard of the training being delivered, and the conduct of examinations 
and flight tests to the appropriate EU standard. This includes whether a company has sufficient 
resources to safely provide the training required to the internationally determined standards. 
However, the IAA has no involvement in, or responsibility for, overseeing the financial viability 
of the company or the contractual arrangements between pilot training centres and students.

The failure of the Pilot Training College (PTC) in Waterford to meet its contractual obliga-
tions to students is a matter of company law and the Office of the Director of Corporate En-
forcement is the appropriate body to investigate any alleged breaches of company law.

01/07/2014WRCC00850Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme

01/07/2014WRCC00900605. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the Irish airline superannuation scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [27996/14]

01/07/2014WRCC01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The details sup-
plied with this Question concern certain provisions of the State Airports (Shannon Group) Bill 
2014.

This Bill includes, in section 34, amendments to existing statutory provisions governing 
the State airport authorities’ superannuation schemes, including the Irish Airlines (General 
Employees) Superannuation Scheme.  These amendments are to facilitate implementation of 
whatever proposals emerge from the recent discussions among the parties to resolve the current 
difficulties in this Scheme.  There has been some concerns about certain provisions in that sec-
tion which were originally drafted to provide a “fall-back” position.  However, I indicated in 
the Dail at Second Stage last week that I will be tabling an amendment in Committee Stage on 
Thursday, 3 July 2014, to delete these “fall-back” provisions.

The problems with this scheme have long been recognised and there now exists an oppor-
tunity to resolve them.  I urge all parties to give very careful consideration to the Report by the 
Expert Panel set up to find a solution to the industrial relations issues relating to the scheme. 
The Report’s recommendations can be used by the parties as the basis for constructive engage-
ment and to achieve a resolution in the best interests of all.  While some of the decisions that 
will be required will be challenging, all should bear in mind the view of the Expert Panel that 
its recommendations represent the best possible outcome that can be achieved.

01/07/2014WRCC01050Driver Licences

01/07/2014WRCC01100606. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consider requesting the National Drivers Licence Service, NDLS, to provide for a phone-based 
system for customers to book, schedule and amend appointments to complement the existing 
online system, in light of the fact some persons do not have easy access to computer technol-
ogy and thus find it very difficult to make an appointment with the NDLS; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [28022/14]

01/07/2014WRCC01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Road Safety 
Authority (RSA) is responsible for the National Driver Licensing Service (NDLS), and what 
the Deputy is asking is largely an operational matter for the RSA.   However, I think it’s a good 
idea and I will ask the RSA to contact the NDLS about it. Obviously any cost implications or 
contractual changes would have to be considered before any decision was made.

There have already been several improvements to the service since it was introduced last 
October, including the online booking system to which the Deputy referred.  While it will con-
tinue to examine how improved customer service can be provided, the RSA is of the view that 
the on-line system is working very well.  The NDLS does maintain some booths at its centres 
for ‘walk-in’ applicants who come without a booking.

I should point out that the reason people are required to attend an NDLS office in person is 
that the SAFE 2 ID verification protocol requires people to attend in person for ID verification 
and image capture.  This needs to happen only once – after they have been verified according 
to SAFE 2, people will not need to go in person to an NDLS office when renewing or replac-
ing their licences.  At present all applicants for a new or renewed licence must go through this 
procedure, but as time passes renewal applicants will not, and pressure for appointments should 
reduce.

01/07/2014WRCC01250Driver Licence Renewals

01/07/2014WRCC01300607. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason people must present themselves when renewing their driver licences; the efficiencies 
that have been made since October 2013 regarding the length of time one must wait in person 
to complete the renewal process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28034/14]

01/07/2014WRCC01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): One of the reasons 
why driver licensing in the National Driver Licensing Service (NDLS), which is operated by 
the Road Safety Authority (RSA), was centralised was to improve ID security.  The NDLS 
operates according to the SAFE 2 standard of ID verification.  This requires people to present 
themselves in person once for ID verification and digital image capture.  When this has been 
done once, they do not need to present themselves in person again when renewing.

When the NDLS was first introduced in October of 2013, there were teething problems 
which led to significant delays in processing applications, which at that time could take several 
weeks.  This in turn led to the rapid build-up of a backlog.  I met with the RSA at the time to 
discuss the problems and how they could be addressed.  The RSA put in place a number of 
measures to deal with the problems, including IT improvements, additional training for staff, 
and additional staff in NDLS offices which were particularly busy.

These measures led to the eventual elimination of the backlog.  The NDLS is now turning 
around applications which are in order within five days.  There are and always will be problem 
applications, where it is necessary to revert to the applicant for further information, and these 
will inevitably take longer.

01/07/2014WRCC01450National Car Test

01/07/2014WRCC01500608. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
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position regarding national car tests being carried out by local garages as opposed to NCT test 
centres; the consideration that has been given to decentralising NCT testing to local car garages; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28035/14]

01/07/2014WRCC01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Road 
Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) the Road 
Safety Authority (RSA) has responsibility for the delivery of the National Car Test.  It has over-
all responsibility for the operation, oversight, development, quality assurance and delivery of 
vehicle testing arrangements.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to the RSA for direct reply. Please advise my office if 
you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

01/07/2014WRCC01650Road Network

01/07/2014WRCC01700609. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the date on 
which on-site construction will commence on the Gort to Tuam motorway; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28056/14]

01/07/2014WRCC01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/07/2014WRCC01825Road Network

01/07/2014WRCC01900610. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the esti-
mated cost per mile of construction of additional roadway on existing two lane local roads to 
facilitate, where possible, the addition of cycleways and if such a project has been completed 
on Irish roads. [28098/14]

01/07/2014WRCC02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants. The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

In general, dedicated cycle lanes are not provided on local roads for a variety of reasons; 
including topography, suitability, visibility, traffic volume and type and so on.  It is not possible 
to give a general estimate of costs involved if a local authority were to consider the provision 
of such lanes, as the estimated costs depend on the factors above and others, including road 
surface and compliance with standard design requirements.

As the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is a matter for the local au-
thority, I would advise the Deputy to contact the Roads Division of his local authority directly, 
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regarding the feasibility of such works.

01/07/2014WRCC02050Cycling Facilities Funding

01/07/2014WRCC02100611. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has received funding requests from Dublin City Council for capital investment to pay for 
further expansion of the dublinbikes scheme to that under way; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28121/14]

01/07/2014WRCC02200612. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide by date and intended purpose each grant awarded to fund the dublinbikes scheme 
since its inception; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28122/14]

01/07/2014WRCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 611 and 612 together.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the development and imple-
mentation of infrastructure projects in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), including the Dublin 
Bikes Scheme. My Department has provided capital funding to the NTA to assist with the ex-
pansion of this scheme.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the Authority for a direct response.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

01/07/2014WRCC02350Rail Services

01/07/2014WRCC02400613. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the dis-
cussions he has had with Irish Rail to ensure sufficient numbers of carriages are available on the 
Dublin to Sligo route at peak times, particularly at weekends, in the interest of passenger safety; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28202/14]

01/07/2014WRCC02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  While the issue of reduced carriages is a matter for Irish Rail in conjunction 
with the National Transport Authority (NTA), I have previously been in contact with both in 
relation to this issue.

I raised public concerns about overcrowding with the Chief Executive of Irish Rail earlier 
this year and the company responded and re-introduced larger carriages to accommodate pas-
sengers where this was  considered necessary.  The Chief Executive agreed then to continuous 
monitoring of carriage levels on both DART and Intercity services to ensure they match pas-
senger demand.

The National Transport Authority (NTA), as public transport regulator, must approve any 
changes to train services and at that time also monitored passenger loadings and peak crowding 
on all Irish Rail services. The NTA  also undertook a national rail review in conjunction with 
Irish Rail and this review is now largely completed.  The aim of the review is to better match 
service levels and service capacity with demand for travel. That work will now feed into the 
planning of services for 2015, which has already started.

I have asked the NTA to respond to the Deputy in relation to the availability of sufficient car-
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riages on the Dublin/Sligo route. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

01/07/2014WRCC02550Search and Rescue Service

01/07/2014WRCC02600614. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
make provision for additional funding for search and rescue units and clubs in the midlands to 
modernise their equipment to support the rescue operations which they provide on a voluntary 
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28204/14]

01/07/2014WRCC02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department, 
through the Irish Coast Guard (IRCG), is responsible for the initiation, control and coordination 
of maritime emergencies in the Irish territorial waters, harbours and coastline. The Coast Guard 
carries out this function utilising its own assets and declared resources, and regularly provides 
assistance to the Gardaí across the country. As the Deputy can appreciate, resources available 
to my Department must be allocated to fulfil its primary responsibility of maritime search and 
rescue, pollution response and salvage.     However, I recognise the important role that other 
voluntary organisations play, in particular in providing support to those people partaking in 
activities such as trekking. Indeed adventure sports are getting more popular by the year and 
play an increasingly important role in tourism. In recognition of the role that mountain rescue 
teams in particular provide in supporting participation in these sports, I was very pleased to be 
in a position to announce a special once-off sports capital allocation of €200,000 to mountain 
rescue services. These funds are to be used for the modernisation of vehicles and equipment.

01/07/2014WRCC02750Road Network

01/07/2014WRCC02800615. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the N4 motorway from Mullingar to Rooskey, as this project is crucial 
for Longford, Westmeath and the wider region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28205/14]

01/07/2014WRCC02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/07/2014WRCC02950Tax Code

01/07/2014WRCC03000616. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mea-
sures he will implement to address the differential rate in taxation on heavy good vehicles be-
tween Ireland and the United Kingdom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28216/14]

01/07/2014WRCC03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A cross-Depart-
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mental working group chaired by my Department has been established, following consultation 
with my colleague Phil Hogan, Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment, to examine the feasibility of introducing an alternative pay-as-you-go road tax scheme 
for HGVs in Ireland, similar to that recently introduced in the UK, or a broader scheme which 
achieves the same result.  The group is due to report to Government in the second half of this 
year with its recommendations.  One of the options under review is a common road charging 
regime, where a single charge is applied but payers can use roads in more than one coun-
try.  There is precedence in Europe with the Eurovignette for a common road charging regime to 
be established.  We may look to this example and seek to establish a common regime between 
the UK and Ireland.  While there are many issues surrounding the introduction of a common 
regime and it requires the support of the UK Government, I believe that such a regime may 
have merit given our circumstances.     Therefore, my officials have begun exploratory discus-
sions with their UK counterparts on this potential long-term solution.  A common regime would 
be of benefit to HGV operators north and south of the border, rather than having two different 
regimes that would impose significant regulatory burdens on them.

In the meantime, any reform of the existing motor tax system is a matter for Minister Hogan.

  Question No. 617 answered with Question No. 604.

01/07/2014WRCC03350National Car Test

01/07/2014WRCC03400618. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the national waiting lists for national car tests; if his Department carries out a yearly 
review and random checks on the standard of testing taking place at NCT test centres; the pass 
rates given; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28438/14]

01/07/2014WRCC03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Road 
Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) the Road 
Safety Authority (RSA) has responsibility for delivering the National Car Test.

Therefore I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the RSA for direct reply.

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

01/07/2014WRCC03550Telecommunications Infrastructure

01/07/2014WRCC03600619. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the progress 
made by the working group established under the national broadband plan of 2012 to consider 
timely and standardised processing of permit applications for telecommunications infrastruc-
ture by agencies under his remit; the progress made towards the introduction of a new unified 
online application system for relevant licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28527/14]

01/07/2014WRCC03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The development 
and implementation of a Road Management System for Ireland is considered to be a high prior-
ity to ensure best practice in a number of areas including improved consistency in road licens-
ing and utility permits. Work in that regard is supportive of the Government’s Broadband Strat-
egy as well as the Action Plan for Jobs and is centred on MapRoad (Geographical Information 
System (GIS) enabled, Roads Management Information System). This system is in operation 
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in all local authorities in Ireland and is being developed on a modular basis with initial work 
focussing primarily on roadworks and utility permits.

The MapRoad Roadworks and Licensing module has been developed with the assistance of 
my Department’s Roadworks and Licensing Working Group that includes other Government 
Departments and stakeholders. The module is being implemented in local authorities together 
with associated training. The system is now live in 14 local authorities and is expected to be 
live in all local authorities by end 2014. In tandem with this, work is progressing with industry 
in terms of maximising use of the system.

Two important elements from an industry perspective are the availability of a standardised 
on-line processing procedure across local authorities together with a single portal application 
point.

01/07/2014WRCC03750Education Welfare Service Staff

01/07/2014WRCC03800620. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when will an 
education welfare officer be appointed for north Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28371/14]

01/07/2014WRCC03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy 
will be aware the functions and operational responsibilities of the former National Educational 
Welfare Board (NEWB) are now part of the Child and Family Agency, which was established 
on 1 January 2014. Since this date the staff of the former NEWB, including its Education Wel-
fare Officers (EWOs), have transferred to the new Agency. The three service strands formerly 
under the remit of NEWB – the statutory Educational Welfare Service and the school support 
programme services (Home-School Community Liaison Scheme and the School Completion 
Programme) under the DEIS strategy – collectively form the Educational Welfare Services 
of the new Agency. Within the Agency, the statutory Education Welfare Service has specific 
responsibility for the Agency’s general function to ensure that each child attends a recognised 
school or otherwise receives a certain minimum education.  The appointment of EWOs is a 
function of the Child and Family Agency.

I have been advised that the position of EWO in North Kildare became vacant as a result of 
a retirement in February 2012. I have also been advised that arrangements have been in place 
since the 2012/2013 academic year so that the 107 schools in the area have continued to have 
access to support from the Education Welfare Service. Currently support is being provided by 
the Senior EWO along with other officers of the service. The Agency has advised me that it has 
become necessary to prioritise those cases where students are out of school, expelled or have 
special education needs in complex situations. 

The Agency has further advised me that a reorganisation of Educational Welfare Services in 
the greater Dublin area, is being undertaken at present, within available resources, with a view 
to providing an improved service in a number of areas including North Kildare.

Vacancies that arise in staffing in the front line services for children and young people at risk 
of early school leaving are kept under review and are prioritised by the Agency, in consultation 
with my Department, in so far as is possible, working within Government policy on public ser-
vice numbers and the moratorium on recruitment.

01/07/2014WRDD00150Adoption Legislation
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01/07/2014WRDD00200621. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if legislation 
is proposed to amend Irish adoption law along similar lines to that in existence in the United 
Kingdom, specifically with respect to access to information for both mothers and those adopted; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27848/14]

01/07/2014WRDD00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is 
continuing work on the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill and I hope to be in a position 
to seek Government approval to publish the Heads of the Bill as soon as possible.  While I am 
anxious to improve the legal basis for access to adoption records, proposals to Government have 
to reflect the constraints on the Legislature in providing such access if they are not to fall foul of 
Constitutional challenge. The Office of the Attorney General has provided comprehensive legal 
advice to the Department that has assisted in identifying the Constitutional parameters within 
which the Heads of the Bill have to be drafted. The most difficult situations to address within 
the proposed legislation are those where the consent of other parties, such as natural mothers, 
does not exist for the release of information. 

It is intended to proceed to finalise legislative proposals so that I may bring proposals to the 
Government as soon as possible. Prospectively the issue of providing an adoptive person with 
their birth certificate after the age of 18 is an issue receiving consideration.   Subsequent consid-
eration by the Oireachtas Health and Children Committee will allow the issues to be carefully 
examined and the views of different interested parties on these important and sensitive matters 
to be fully considered.  

01/07/2014WRDD00350School Completion Programme

01/07/2014WRDD00400622. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide an update on the proposed funding cuts to be administered for school completion 
programmes for the 2014-15 academic year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27926/14]

01/07/2014WRDD00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The School Com-
pletion Programme (SCP) aims to retain young people in the formal education system to com-
pletion of senior cycle and to generally improve the school attendance, participation and reten-
tion of its target cohort. The SCP is a targeted intervention aimed at those school communities 
identified through the Department of Education and Skills’ DEIS Action Plan for Educational 
Inclusion. It involves 124 locally managed projects and related initiatives operating across 470 
primary and 224 post-primary schools to provide targeted supports to approximately 36,000 
children and young people. The programme’s project model approach gives local communities 
the autonomy to devise innovative approaches to address the needs of young people most at risk 
of early school leaving. 

As with all major spending programmes, the School Completion Programme budget was 
subject to examination under the terms of the 2011 Comprehensive Review of Expenditure 
(CRE). This process identified a requirement for savings of 6.5% per annum across the pro-
gramme over the period 2012 to 2014.

Since its establishment the Child and Family Agency has operational responsibility for the 
School Completion Programme  , including the allocation of funds to projects within the pro-
gramme. I am advised that proposals have yet to be formulated by the Agency in relation to the 
funding for School Completion Programme projects in the coming 2014/2015 academic year. 
As an initial step the Agency invited all School Completion Programme Projects to commence 
planning for the next cycle of the programme within the available funding parameters. The 
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Agency has commenced the detailed process of evaluating and approving the 2014/2015 school 
retention plans for individual projects. It is anticipated that the Agency will advise projects of 
the outcome of the process and of their allocations in time for the start of the new school year. 
The Agency will continue to work closely with Local Management Committees, schools and 
local School Completion Programme co-ordinators to assist projects through the process.

The potential for any changes in the funding allocated to this programme in future years is 
a matter to be considered in the estimates and budgetary process having regard to the resources 
available to Government.

01/07/2014WRDD00600623. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children currently on the waiting list for a special care placement; and the average 
waiting time for such a placement. [27950/14]

01/07/2014WRDD00700624. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide a breakdown, in tabular form on a monthly basis for the first six months of 2014, 
of the number of children in special care and high support units here. [27952/14]

01/07/2014WRDD00800625. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide a breakdown, in tabular form on a monthly basis for the first six months of 2014 of 
the number of children detained in special care units outside Ireland under orders made by the 
High Court. [27953/14]

01/07/2014WRDD00850Children in Care

01/07/2014WRDD00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 623 to 625, inclusive, together.

Special Care involves the detention of a child for his or her own welfare and protection in 
a Special Care Unit (SCU) on order of the High Court.  SCUs differ from ordinary residential 
care in that the Units offer higher staff ratios, on-site education as well as specialised input such 
as psychology and child psychiatric services. The child is not detained as a result of criminal 
offences, but is placed by a High Court Order.

On 26 June 2014, there were four young people on the waiting list for special care.  The 
current average length of wait is approximately five weeks.

A very small minority of children have highly specialised needs that require specialised 
secure psychiatric interventions and secure general placement outside the State.

The placement of Irish children in care in secure psychiatric facilities outside of the Irish 
jurisdiction by Order of the Irish High Court occurs within the framework of Council Regula-
tion (EC) – otherwise known as the Brussels 11 bis Regulation.  The High Court retains regular 
oversight of these placements. The Child and Family Agency maintains governance and over-
sight via its statutory obligations to children in the care of the Agency.

The Units in which the children are placed are inspected and monitored by their national au-
thorities and the Agency is attentive to the standards of care delivered in these specialised units. 

The following table sets out the most up to date position on the numbers of children placed 
in national High Support Units and Special Care Units in Ireland and those placed in secure 
units outside of the State.
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Figure on the last 
day of each month

Number of children 
in secure units out-
side Ireland

Number of children 
in special care units 
in Ireland

Number of children 
in national high sup-
port units in Ireland

January 2014 10 12 4
February 2014 10 17 3
March 2014 8 17 3
April 2014 8 15 3

01/07/2014WRDD01000626. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
Crannóg Nua high-support unit has ceased operations; and if it is currently being refurbished 
with a view to it being used to provide special care places next year. [27954/14]

01/07/2014WRDD01100647. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position 
regarding the provision of high-support services for young persons aged 12 to 17, specifically 
the Crannóg Nua facility, Portrane, County Dublin; the planned redesignation of the service 
to special care; if funding has been agreed for this project; if a construction team has been ap-
pointed to complete the project; when Crannóg Nua will be established and formally opened to 
provide a service in the area of special care; if he will outline current demands for special care; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28479/14]

01/07/2014WRDD01150Children in Care

01/07/2014WRDD01200658. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position 
regarding the ceasing of high-support services for young persons aged 12 to 17 in a centre (de-
tails supplied) and the designation of this service to special care; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28551/14]

01/07/2014WRDD01300659. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if funding 
has been agreed for the reopening of a centre (details supplied) in County Dublin as a special 
care unit; the timeline for this centre to reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28552/14]

01/07/2014WRDD01400660. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his current 
plans for a centre (details supplied) in County Dublin when it reopens; the number of beds that 
will be available at this unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28553/14]

01/07/2014WRDD01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 626, 647 and 658 to 660, inclusive, together.

Special Care involves the detention of a child for his or her own welfare and protection in 
a Special Care Unit on order of the High Court.  Special Care Units differ from ordinary resi-
dential care in that the Units offer higher staff ratios, on-site education as well as specialised 
input such as psychology and child psychiatric services. The child is not detained as a result of 
criminal offences, but is placed by a High Court Order.

There are three Special Care Units in the country which are operated by the Agency under 
a single national governance arrangement. They are Ballydowd in Dublin for girls and boys, 
Gleann Alainn in Cork which is for girls only and Coovagh House in Limerick for boys only.  
At any one time approximately 0.3% of all children in care are detained in the three Special 
Care Units.  As of 26th June 2014 there were 16 children placed in the Special Care Units and  
four young people awaiting a placement.  The current average length of wait is approximately 
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5-weeks. 

These Units are inspected by the Health Information and Quality Authority with positive 
findings from the most recent inspections undertaken in 2013. 

As part of the Child and Family Agency’s commitment to develop a comprehensive con-
tinuum of care services to meet the divergent and complex needs of all children in care, Cran-
nóg Nua High Support Unit in Portrane is to be redesignated to function as a Special Care Unit.  
I am advised that the last child left Crannóg Nua on 23rd June 2014.  There are approximately 
30 days remaining in the tendering process for the appointment of a construction team who will 
provide the upgrade of the current buildings and an additional new build residential unit, to en-
able the Centre to provide secure care.  The Agency has advised me that in excess of €1m has 
been allocated to progress national special care development projects for 2014 and discussions 
are underway regarding further significant amounts required in 2015 and future years.

The Agency has advised that eight special care beds will be provided at Crannóg Nua by 
the end of June 2015 and a further four beds will be provided there by the end of October 2015.  
These timescales refer to the current indicated Building Programme and may be subject to 
change.

01/07/2014WRDD01550Child Detention Centres

01/07/2014WRDD01600627. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 719 of 15 January 2014, if progress has been made since the 
reply was issued in the area of initiating research and the compilation of statistics on the number 
of children who are or have been in the care of the State who have entered the criminal justice 
system and are or have been detained in Oberstown or St. Patrick’s Institution. [27955/14]

01/07/2014WRDD01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Irish Youth 
Justice Service (IYJS), which is based in my Department, continues to work to progress its goal 
to strengthen and develop its evidence base in order to support more effective policies and ser-
vices for children in conflict with the law, which is one of the goals of the current Youth Justice 
Action Plan for the period 2014-2018.   The IYJS continues to collect and develop information 
on children admitted to the children detention schools with regard to their involvement with 
social workers and/or the care system.  

I am advise that, in the period 1 January 2014 to 25 June 2014 inclusive, a total of 102 young 
people have been in custody in a children detention school, either on the basis of remand in 
custody or to serve a sentence of detention.  Of those, 49% are known to have had an assigned 
social worker and a further 21% have been the subject of a recent care order under the Child 
Care Acts.   

The provision of statistics in relation to St. Patrick’s Institution is the responsibility of my 
colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality.

01/07/2014WRDD01750Adoption Legislation

01/07/2014WRDD01800628. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if forthcoming 
legislation on adoption tracing legislation will allow those illegally adopted from mother and 
baby homes to access their birth records. [27966/14]

01/07/2014WRDD01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Adoption 
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Act 1952 provided a legal basis for adoption in Ireland and for the establishment of the Adop-
tion Board. This brought order to what had been the system of ad-hoc arrangements in lieu 
of formal adoption procedures up to this point. All adoptions, which the Irish state has been 
involved in since 1952 have been carried out in line with this and subsequent adoption legisla-
tion.  However historic private arrangements for obvious reasons and due to social factors of 
the era, operated in conditions of great secrecy and there were rarely any contemporary written 
records of these events. Similarly, the issue of illegal adoptions relates to illegal registrations, 
i.e., children who were given at birth to other individuals who registered these children as their 
own and who are now unable to access personal records and information.  The issue of illegal 
registrations of births are a matter for the General Registration Office which is the responsibility 
of the Department of Social Protection however the Adoption Authority of Ireland may also be 
able to provide assistance in this regard.

Records in relation illegal birth registrations, where such records exist, are currently held by 
a number of  agencies, including the Adoption Authority of Ireland, Child and Family Agency  
and also by private adoption agencies,  maternity hospitals, private individuals and other sourc-
es. Information held by the Adoption Authority is primarily in relation to adoptions which took 
place since the Adoption Act 1952.  The Authority  has advised me that, in the first instance, 
any person seeking information on adoption, or an illegal registration of a birth, should contact 
the Adoption Authority of Ireland or the Child and Family Agency’s  Community Services who 
will assist in directing them to the personnel dealing with their particular records. 

The National Adoption Contact Register which is operated by the Adoption Authority was 
established in 2005 to assist adopted people and their natural families to make contact with 
each other, exchange information or state their contact preferences.  When the former Adoption 
Board launched the National Adoption Contact Preference Register  in 2005, provision was 
made for persons, who were party to the illegal registration of a child, to register an interest in 
the Register for possible future contact  with another party sometime in the future. Fundamen-
tal to the success of the Register is that any persons with information in this regard contact the 
Information and Tracing Unit of the Adoption Authority.

My Department is continuing to work on the Heads of Bill for the Adoption (Information 
and Tracing) Bill and I hope to be in a position to seek Government approval to publish the 
Heads of Bill as soon as possible.  While the Deputy will appreciate that I am not in a position 
to give a comprehensive account of the provisions of the proposed legislation until the Heads of 
Bill have been agreed by Government, I can say that the issues in relation to illegal registrations 
are being considered as part of the drafting process.  

01/07/2014WRDD01950Early Child Care Education

01/07/2014WRDD02000629. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans 
to introduce a graduate staffing fund for the early childhood sector to ensure the hiring of well 
qualified staff into the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28046/14]

01/07/2014WRDD02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): International evi-
dence indicates that raising the qualification levels of staff working with children is key to im-
proving the quality of services.   As part of the ongoing progression of the Early Years Quality 
Agenda, it was announced last year that by September 2015 all staff working directly with chil-
dren in the 0-6 years age category in early years services would have to have a minimum Level 
5 qualification on the National Qualifications Framework in early years care and education, or 
an equivalent qualification.  This requirement applies to new services from September 2014.
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In addition to the general requirement for a Level 5 qualification, preschool leaders deliver-
ing the free preschool provision to children in the age category 3 years 2 months to 4 years 7 
months under the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, who are currently 
required to hold a Level 5 qualification, will have to have a minimum Level 6 qualification, or 
equivalent, by September 2015. 

In March this year the launch of a Learner Fund to assist existing staff working  in the 
childcare sector to meet the new requirements was announced.   The objective of the  funding 
is to ensure that all existing staff are in a position to meet the minimum Level 5 qualification 
requirement to enable them to continue to work in the childcare sector and that staff seeking to 
fill the role of Pre-school Leader under the ECCE programme are assisted to obtain the required 
Level 6 qualification.  

The Learner Fund, which is being administered by Pobal with the help of local City and 
County Childcare Committees, has a total allocation of €3 million for the years 2014 and 2015 
and will be targeted to subsidise the cost for childcare staff who are required to undertake ac-
credited Level 5 and Level 6 courses. 

A panel of more than 50 training providers has been approved to deliver the training pro-
grammes and applications for support from staff in the childcare sector are currently being as-
sessed and training will commence in September this year. 

My Department does provide a higher rate of capitation to childcare services participating 
in the ECCE programme that employ preschool leaders who hold qualifications at Level 7 or 
higher.  However, the priority for my Department is to ensure that all childcare staff are sup-
ported to obtain the minimum qualification required for employment in the childcare sector and 
the introduction of a graduate staffing fund for employees is not being considered. 

01/07/2014WRDD02150Preschool Services

01/07/2014WRDD02200630. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
consider extending the free preschool year to 48 weeks to bring it in line with the primary 
school system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28047/14]

01/07/2014WRDD02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Early Child-
hood Care and Education programme was introduced in January 2010 and provides a free pre-
school year to all eligible children before commencing primary school.  Approximately 68,000 
children are availing of the provision in the current academic year.

The programme is designed to be delivered for three hours per day, five days per week, over 
38 weeks (183 days per year), and is based on the primary school model, under which primary 
schools are required to open on 193 days per year (equivalent to 38.6 weeks).

01/07/2014WRDD02350Child Care Services Data

01/07/2014WRDD02400631. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of referrals made to the crisis intervention service and the emergency place of safety 
service; the number of children placed in care as a result of referrals made to those services in 
2013 and to date in 2014. [28049/14]

01/07/2014WRDD02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested 
the information from the Child and Family Agency and I will revert to the Deputy when this 
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information is to hand.

01/07/2014WRDD02550Psychological Assessments

01/07/2014WRDD02600632. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 123 of 13 May 2014 on the national assessment consultation 
and therapy service, the number of children receiving services from ACTS since its establish-
ment in September 2012, with a breakdown based on the number of children receiving such 
services in Dublin, Cork and Limerick; and the current number of staff working in ACTS in 
each of its regional services. [28050/14]

01/07/2014WRDD02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested 
the information from the Child and Family Agency and I will revert to the Deputy when this 
information is to hand.

01/07/2014WRDD02750Guardian Ad Litem Service

01/07/2014WRDD02800633. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 600 of 4 February 2014, the costs of guardians ad litem in 
2013; the costs of guardians ad litem to date in 2014. [28051/14]

01/07/2014WRDD02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In 2013 the final 
cost of guardian ad litem services (GALs), which were paid by the HSE, was as follows

GAL legal fees € 4,859,064

GAL Direct payments  € 7,178,045

Full GAL costs €12,037,109

In 2014 the cost of GAL services paid to date by Tusla* (the Child and Family Agency) are 
as follows:-

GAL legal fees € 3,145,572

GAL Direct payments € 2,473,137

Full GAL costs YTD € 5,618,709

*Responsibility for GAL services transferred to Tusla on 1 January, 2014

01/07/2014WRDD02950Proposed Legislation

01/07/2014WRDD03000634. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 657 of 18 February 2014, if he will provide a progress 
update report on the work of his Department in conjunction with the Department of Justice 
and Equality in bringing forward legislative proposals to regulate the provision and delivery of 
services by guardians ad litem. [28052/14]

01/07/2014WRDD03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I stated previ-
ously in reply to earlier P.Q.s I am committed to reforming the established, largely ad hoc, basis 
of the existing arrangements in relation to guardians ad litem.  

The position is that in care proceedings under the Child Care Act 1991, a guardian ad litem 
may be appointed by a Court.   In accordance with the Act,  guardians ad litem are appointed 
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where the Court considers this necessary in the interests of the child and in the interests of jus-
tice.  

My Department, in liaison with the Department of Justice and Equality, continues to ac-
tively examine all aspects of service provision in this area, with a view to the introduction of 
more regulated and sustainable provision which will address a range of issues including pay-
ment arrangements.  Discussions in this regard are progressing and the examination is taking 
account of the potential key elements of a reformed service such as - criteria for the engagement 
of guardians ad litem, their role and responsibilities, their status, necessary qualifications and 
experience for appointment, and the basis for their remuneration.  

The Child and Family Relationships Bill, which is being taken forward by the Minister for 
Justice and Equality, signals the proposed introduction of revised arrangements for guardians 
ad litem in respect of certain family law proceedings. This is an important context for the col-
laboration which is underway between both Departments. 

It is anticipated that proposals for reform of the service will be brought forward in the com-
ing months.

01/07/2014WRDD03150Missing Children

01/07/2014WRDD03200635. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of unaccompanied minors claiming asylum who have been reported missing in each month 
since 1 January 2011; of these, the number who have been located by the Garda; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28184/14]

01/07/2014WRDD03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Child and Family Agency to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information.

01/07/2014WRDD03350Missing Children

01/07/2014WRDD03400636. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of times that the Health Service Executive and An Garda Síochána have reviewed their 
protocol on unaccompanied minors going missing since it was first put in place in April 2009; 
the date on which this operation was last reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28185/14]

01/07/2014WRDD03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Child and Family Agency to respond directly to the Deputy 
with the most up-to-date information.

01/07/2014WRDD03550Early Years Strategy Implementation

01/07/2014WRDD03600637. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
he will provide an update on the implementation of the national early years access initiative and 
the area-based childhood ABC programme. [28292/14]

01/07/2014WRDD03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The National 
Early Years Access Initiative (NEYAI) is a collaborative partnership between The Atlantic Phi-
lanthropies, Mount Street Club Trust, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, the Early 
Years Education Policy Unit (DES) and Pobal, who provide from a Governance, management 
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and administration role to the initiative.

The NEYAI  aims to improve quality and practice within early years services for children 
(0-6 years) and their families living in disadvantaged areas. It does this through interagency col-
laboration and by developing innovative community-based models to respond to local needs.  
NEYAI works across a number of thematic areas with a strong focus on Síolta - the National 
Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education (CECDC, 2006) and Aistear - the Early 
Childhood Curriculum Framework (NCCA, 2009). Both of these are seen as fundamental to 
the growth and development of quality in the provision of early years care and education. The 
rights of the child are the primary focus of NEYAI, as it aims to ensure that each child is given 
the opportunity to reach his or her full potential and that obstacles to the realisation of this goal 
can be addressed in policy and practice.

All projects are now moving into their final phase of implementation and are exploring 
legacy, sustainability and related dissemination activities to ensure policy engagement, in con-
junction with the NEYAI Learning Community and at individual-project level.

The NEYAI Initiative is now coming to a close, but the Projects have different end dates – 
two concluded in April, four will conclude in July and five in August. 

On the 23 of May last, the NEYAI National Conference presented the final NEYAI National 
Evaluation report. The findings from both the national evaluation report and each of the projects 
local evaluations will be taken into account, as part of the development of the National Early 
Years Quality Support Service. This new national initiative will be a dedicated service provided 
on a national basis. The objective of the National Early Years Quality Support Service is to 
enhance the quality of practice in early childhood care and education settings and developing 
their capacity to provide high quality early education and care experiences for children and their 
families, This will be achieved by effective coordination of state funded support services avail-
able to this sector, one of which will be a new specialist support service. A recruitment process 
for a National Manager for this service is currently underway.

Area-Based Childhood (ABC) Programme

The Area-Based Childhood (ABC) Programme is an innovative initiative announced in the 
Programme for Government which will run from 2013 – 2016.  It reflects the Government’s 
commitment to adopt an area-based approach to help reduce child poverty by improving out-
comes for children. 

The ABC programme targets investment in evidence-informed interventions to improve the 
long-term outcomes for children and families living in areas of disadvantage. It aims to break 
“the cycle of child poverty within areas where it is most deeply entrenched and where children 
are most disadvantaged, through integrated and effective services and interventions”   in the 
areas of child development, child well-being, parenting and educational disadvantage.   

The ABC Programme is being jointly funded by my Department and Atlantic Philanthro-
pies.   The total amount of funding available in the period 2013-2016 will be €29.7m.

50 applications, from among the most disadvantaged areas of the State, were received from 
consortia wishing to participate in the ABC Programme.  On 27 November last my Department 
announced that 13 areas had been approved   for entry into the new ABC Programme these 
included the three existing projects which participated in the forerunner Prevention and Early 
Intervention  programme (PEIP) in Tallaght, Ballymun and Darndale which had already been 
approved for entry into the new ABC Programme. 

Pobal and the Centre for Effective Services are managing the programme on behalf of my 
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Department and Atlantic Philanthropies.  Four sites have recently been ‘fast tracked’ and are 
ready to proceed to contract stage. The remaining sites have been asked to submit further pro-
posals.  The overall aim is to have all of the new sites contracted by end 2014. 

01/07/2014WRDD03750Adoption Legislation

01/07/2014WRDD03800638. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
he will provide an update on the adoption (information and tracing) Bill; the date on which it 
will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28294/14]

01/07/2014WRDD03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is 
continuing work on the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill and I hope to be in a position 
to seek Government approval to publish the Heads of the Bill as soon as possible.  While I am 
anxious to improve the legal basis for access to adoption records, proposals to Government have 
to reflect the constraints on the Legislature in providing such access if they are not to fall foul of 
Constitutional challenge. The Office of the Attorney General has provided comprehensive legal 
advice to the Department that has assisted in identifying the Constitutional parameters within 
which the Heads of the Bill have to be drafted. The most difficult situations to address within 
the proposed legislation are those where the consent of other parties, such as natural mothers, 
does not exist for the release of information. 

It is intended to proceed to finalise legislative proposals so that I may bring proposals to 
the Government as soon as possible.  Subsequent consideration by the Oireachtas Health and 
Children Committee will allow the issues to be carefully examined and the views of different 
interested parties on these important and sensitive matters to be fully considered.  

01/07/2014WRDD03950Child and Family Agency Expenditure

01/07/2014WRDD04000639. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his 
plans to enhance and improve supports for Rape Crisis Network Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28295/14]

01/07/2014WRDD04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Responsibility 
for the funding of the Rape Crisis Centres and Refuges previously funded by the HSE became 
the responsibility of the new Child and Family Agency upon its establishment on 1 January, 
2014. In 2013 the HSE spent over €17 million on the provision of domestic and sexual violence 
services. 

This included the funding of 60 services throughout the country comprising:-

- €10m for 20 Crisis Refuges

- Over €4 million for 16 Rape Crisis Centres 

- Almost €3.5 million for 24 Support Services. 

Funding in 2014 for Domestic, Sexual and Gender based Violence Services has been re-
tained at 2013 levels. 

Rape Crisis Network Ireland had a two year service level agreement with the HSE which 
expired on 31st December, 2013, but was extended to 31st March, 2014 to allow for establish-
ment of the Child and Family Agency, the appointment of a Programme Manager for Domestic, 
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Sexual and Gender based Violence Services and to enable the Agency to tender for future sup-
port services to support frontline agencies.   The Agency has advised that this contract has now 
been extended, with revised conditions to the end of 2014.

In addition to the network support that Rape Crisis Network Ireland provides to sexual vio-
lence support services, the Child and Family Agency is working with the Network on a work 
programme that will support developments across the sexual violence services sector. 

The Child and Family Agency is currently undertaking a review of Domestic, Sexual and 
Gender Based Violence service provision and will be developing a strategic plan later in 2014, 
to support the delivery of effective and accessible services over the coming years.  In line 
with Government policy, the focus in identifying strategic priorities for Domestic, Sexual and 
Gender Based Violence Services is on achieving demonstrable value for money and ensuring 
that funding for frontline services is maximised to meet the needs of the adults, children and 
families who use these services.

Requirements for provision of longer-term support for frontline services are being consid-
ered as part of the review. The National Programme Manager for Domestic, Sexual and Gender 
based Violence Services in the Agency will work with the Agency Head of Procurement to 
establish a tender process, due to begin in September, for longer-term provision of support to 
front-line agencies from 2015.  All qualified providers, including the Rape Crisis Network Ire-
land, may tender for this new contract.

01/07/2014WRDD04150Inter-Country Adoptions

01/07/2014WRDD04200640. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
he will provide an update on developments on inter-country adoptions with India. [28296/14]

01/07/2014WRDD04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Adoption 
Authority has accredited Helping Hands Adoption Mediation Agency to facilitate intercountry 
adoptions from India. The Authority has informed the Indian Central Authority, CARA, of the 
Authority’s decision  and sought a favourable and speedy decision on approval from the Indian 
authorities. Helping Hands Mediation Agency has lodged an application for accreditation with 
CARA in the Indian Embassy in Ireland and the Indian Embassy has confirmed that that appli-
cation has been forwarded to CARA where it is receiving consideration.

I met with the Irish Indian Adoption Group recently and will continue to maintain contact 
with this Group with regard to progress on this matter. 

01/07/2014WREE00150Child Care Qualifications

01/07/2014WREE00200641. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
consider making the learner fund available to all existing staff in the early childhood sector; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28303/14]

01/07/2014WREE00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): International evi-
dence indicates that raising the qualification levels of staff working with children is key to im-
proving the quality of services.  As part of the ongoing progression of the Early Years Quality 
Agenda, it was announced last year that by September 2015 all staff working directly with chil-
dren in the 0-6 years age category in early years services would have to have a minimum Level 
5 qualification on the National Qualifications Framework in early years care and education, or 
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an equivalent qualification.  This requirement will apply to new services from September 2014.

In addition to the general requirement for a Level 5 qualification, preschool leaders deliver-
ing the free preschool provision to children in the age category 3 years 2 months to 4 years 7 
months under the Early Childhood Care and Education programme, who are currently required 
to hold a Level 5 qualification, will have to have a minimum Level 6 qualification, or equiva-
lent, by September 2015. 

In March this year the launch of a Learner Fund to assist existing staff working  in the child 
care sector to meet the new requirements was announced.   The objective of the  funding is to 
ensure that all existing staff are in a position to meet the minimum Level 5 qualification require-
ment to enable them to continue to work in the child care sector and that staff seeking to fill 
the role of Pre-school Leader under the Early Childhood Care and Education programme are 
assisted to obtain the required Level 6 qualification.  

The Learner Fund, which is being administered by Pobal with the help of local City and 
County Childcare Committees, has a total allocation of €3 million for the years 2014 and 2015 
and will be targeted to subsidise the cost for child care staff who are required to undertake ac-
credited Level 5 and Level 6 courses. 

A panel of more than 50 training providers has been approved to deliver the training pro-
grammes.  The priority is to ensure that support is available to the existing staff who must meet 
the new qualification requirements.  Over 2,200 applications for support from staff in the child 
care sector are currently being assessed and training will commence in September this year.

01/07/2014WREE00350Special Educational Needs Service Provision

01/07/2014WREE00400642. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
consider the introduction of special needs assistants for children attending preschool services; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28304/14]

01/07/2014WREE00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware that 
the Health Service Executive does, where possible, provide additional supports to children with 
special needs to enable them to avail of preschool services in mainstream preschool settings. 

My Department has been working with the Department of Health in the context of build-
ing better supports to facilitate the inclusion of special needs children in mainstream preschool 
settings. However the issue of supports for children with special needs availing of services in 
mainstream child care facilities remains a matter for the Department of Health and the HSE, and 
parents seeking additional supports should contact their Local Health Office.

01/07/2014WREE00550Early Child Care Education

01/07/2014WREE00600643. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 704 of 24 June 2014, if he will provide in full tabular breakdown 
by date, area and reason for the closure of 165 early child care providers that have closed since 
2009. [28386/14]

01/07/2014WREE00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As stated in my 
response to the previous Parliamentary Question the information requested by the Deputy is not 
routinely collected by my Department. 
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I am including a table below based on the information collected by Pobal showing the rea-
sons, where provided, for the closures of the 165 child care facilities.  I wish to point out again 
that this data does not relate to all child care providers in the country but only to those services 
that engaged with Pobal in relation to the Childcare Capital Programmes and the Community 
Childcare Subvention Programme.

DCYA Ref 
No.

Pobal App 
ID/ URN

Facility 
Name

Facility Ad-
dress

County Comm or 
Priv

Date 
of Clo-
sure

Reason Actual 
Over-
all 
Places 
Lost

09GY0258  Lisbrook 
Preschool

Lisbrook 
House,  Head-
ford Road   
Galway

Galway City Comm 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

10LH0118  Kidiwinks 
Academy

60 Windmill 
Road, Droghe-
da, Co. Louth

Louth Priv Feb-12 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

10MO0135  Mahony 
Montessori 
School

Hillgrove, Old 
Bunree, Bal-
lina, Co Mayo

Mayo Priv 2011 No 
Reason 
Given

 

10LD0050 901378B Bright Be-
ginnings 2

Clonee, 
Killoe, Co 
Longford

Longford Priv 2011 No 
Reason 
Given

23

11MO0146 048318C Playhouse 
Preschool 
and Full 
Day Child-
care Centre

Davitt Street, 
Foxford, Co. 
Mayo 

Mayo Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

28

10WH0102 2496A Robyns 
Nest

55 Riverside 
Lawns, Kin-
negad, Co. 
Westmeath

Westmeath Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

35

10DY0358 185/ 
468620S

 NCIP Born 
Free Ltd.

Workspace 
2000,Unit 1-3 
St Margarets 
Industrial 
Estate,
Ballymun,
Dublin 11.

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Comm Apr-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

17

09DY0003 2137A First Steps 2 Huxley 
Crescent, Off 
Cork Street, 
Dublin 8

Dublin City Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

28

09KK0097 594088K Pixie Park 
Creche

Banagher 
Court , Pil-
town , Co. 
Kilkenny  

Kilkenny Priv Nov-
11

No 
Reason 
Given

0

09MH0148 166457C Pear Tree 
Cottage

11 Brookville, 
Ashbourne, 
Co. Meath

Meath Priv Jun-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

15

10DS0272 507665G BARNAR-
DOS MAC-
ULLIAM

BARNAR-
DOS, 30 
Maculliam 
Crescent, 
Fortunestown, 
Dublin 24

Dublin 
South

Comm Aug-
10

Finan-
cial 
Issues

14
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No.

Pobal App 
ID/ URN
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Name

Facility Ad-
dress
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Priv

Date 
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Reason Actual 
Over-
all 
Places 
Lost

10DS0285 507665G Deerpark 
Child and 
Family 
Centre

 Barnardo’s 
Child and 
Family Ser-
vices, Mill-
brook Lawns 
Health Centre, 
Tallaght, Dub-
lin 24

Dublin 
South

Comm Jun-11 Finan-
cial 
Issues

12

11KY0159 297557N Comhlacht 
Oige 
Lispoil Teo

Comhlacht 
Oige Lispoil 
Teo, Graig, 
Lispoil, Co. 
Ciarraí

Kerry Comm 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand

30

10FL0369 2801A Busy 
Lizzies

5 Castle 
Lawns, 
Malahide, Co. 
Dublin  

Fingal Priv 2012 Finan-
cial 
Issues

10

10DS0260 1303A / 
813355V

Joys of Life 
Creche

Adult Educa-
tion Centre, 
Mountain 
Park, Tallaght, 
Dublin 24

Dublin 
South

Comm Aug-
12

No 
Reason 
Given

24

09TN0039 2866A Burgess 
Montessori 
& After-
school

Boolagelagh, 
Ballycommon, 
Nenagh, Co. 
Tipperary

Tipperary 
North

Priv Jun-12 Man-
age-
ment 
Issues

 

 1613A/ 
592551U

 Daisy-
chains 
Preschool

Asdee Village, 
Listowel, Co 
Kerry

Kerry Comm Feb-10 Man-
age-
ment 
Issues

30

 2140A/ 
544960R

 Respond 
Housing 
Association 
(Easton 
Drive)

Airmount, 
Dominick 
Place

Kildare Comm Jun-11 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

25

09KE0144 2198a NCIP Lots 
of Tots

Smallford, 
Athy, Co 
Kildare

Kildare Priv Sep-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

16

 2297A Sunflowers 
Creche

Abbey Street, 
Arnaree, Bal-
lina, Co Mayo

Mayo Priv Aug-
09

Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

26

 2303A Up Starts 
Daycare

Coolshinagh, 
Bandon, Co 
Cork

Cork County Priv Jun-09 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

0
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DCYA Ref 
No.

Pobal App 
ID/ URN

Facility 
Name

Facility Ad-
dress

County Comm or 
Priv

Date 
of Clo-
sure

Reason Actual 
Over-
all 
Places 
Lost

 2342a Stamullen 
Academy 
of Child-
care Ltd

5a Millway, 
Glasheen, 
Stamullen, Co 
Meath

Meath Priv Jun-10 Issues 
with 
Lease

0

 2344A Pixie Park 
Day Care 
Centre

Banagher 
Court , Pil-
town , Co. 
Kilkenny  

Kilkenny Priv Apr-11 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

0

 2349a The Toddle 
Inn at Hur-
ley Burly

Unit 6, North 
Park Business 
Park, Finglas, 
Dublin 11

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Priv Dec-
10

Finan-
cial 
Issues

20

 2390A Tumble 
Tots Créche 
/ NCIP 
Tumble 
Tots Créche

88 Woodbury 
Gardens, Tom 
Bellew Ave, 
Dundalk, Co. 
Louth

Louth Priv Apr-09 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

10

 2425A Zippidi Do 
Care / NCIP 
Zippidi Do 
Care

Silver Birches, 
Stone Park, 
Longford

Longford Priv Aug-
09

Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

0

 2576A Sinead Ni 
Cheannaigh 
/ NCIP Mol 
an Óige

11 Lower 
Salthill, 
Salthill, Gal-
way

Galway City Priv Jan-11 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

0

 2645a Leanne 
Fogarty/
NCIP First 
Steps 
Creche and 
Playschool

Dereen, Dur-
row, Co. Laois

Laois Priv Jul-11 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

39

 2682a Lucia Sul-
livan/NCIP 
The Little 
Cottage

The Cottage, 
Clonmore, 
Togher, Co 
Louth

Louth Priv Dec-
10

Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

39

 2694a ABC Day-
care

Artane 
Beaumount 
Family Recre-
ation Centre, 
Kilmore Rd, 
Artane, Dublin

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Priv Jan-09 Man-
age-
ment 
Issues

36
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DCYA Ref 
No.

Pobal App 
ID/ URN

Facility 
Name

Facility Ad-
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County Comm or 
Priv

Date 
of Clo-
sure

Reason Actual 
Over-
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 2771A Mark Abu 
/ NCIP 
Heritage 
Childcare 
Centre

7 Maple 
Drive, 
Drumgola 
Wood, Cavan

Cavan Priv Mar-
10

Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

15

 2792A Audame 
Ltd t/a 
Gymboree 
Play and 
Music / 
NCIP Gym-
boree Play 
and Music

121 Clonard, 
Corbally. 
Limerick

Limerick 
County

Priv Jan-11 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

24

 2847A Grainne 
Harris / 
NCIP Tin-
kerbells

20a First 
Floor, Rath-
farnham, 
Dublin 14

Dublin 
South

Priv Aug-
11

Lack of 
De-
mand

55

 2903A Hey Diddle 
Diddle 
Creche and 
Montes-
sori / NCIP 
Hey Diddle 
Diddle 
Creche and 
Montessori

Parcnagowan, 
Outrath Road, 
Kilkenny

Kilkenny Priv Dec-
09

Lack of 
De-
mand

51

 340A Maree 
Childcare, 
Education 
and Recre-
ation Group 
(Spraoí) 
/ NCIP 
Maree 
Community 
Childcare 
Group

Maree Com-
munity Centre, 
Maree, Oran-
more

Galway 
County

Comm 2009 No 
Reason 
Given

15

 388A Finglas 
Childcare 
Lim-
ited / NCIP 
Finglas 
Childcare 
Service 
Mother 
of Divine 
Grace

34 Main 
Street, Finglas, 
Dublin 

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Comm Jun-09 Merger 8
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DCYA Ref 
No.

Pobal App 
ID/ URN

Facility 
Name

Facility Ad-
dress

County Comm or 
Priv

Date 
of Clo-
sure

Reason Actual 
Over-
all 
Places 
Lost

 564A Cork Stein-
er Waldorf 
Kinder-
garten / 
NCIP Cork 
Steiner 
Kindergar-
ten

1 Glentrasna 
Ave, Glen-
trasna Drive, 
The Glen, 
Cork

Cork City Comm Jun-11 Finan-
cial 
Issues

12

 858A Carlow 
VEC Child-
care Centre

Athy Road, 
Carlow

Carlow Comm May-
12

Finan-
cial 
Issues

42

 2742A/ 
923866N

Donohill 
Pre-school

Boitharin 
na Mullin, 
Abbeyside, 
Dungarvan, 
Co Waterford

Waterford 
County

Priv May-
10

No 
Reason 
Given

31

 1303a County 
Dublin 
VEC / Dun-
drum

Main Street, 
Dundrum, 
Dublin 14

Tipperary 
South

Comm Sep-12 No 
Reason 
Given

8

09GY0108 371675H Open Heart 
House 
/ NCIP 
Open Heart 
House

Ballinakill 
Commu-
nity Centre,  
Ballinakill,  
Loughrea  Co 
Galway 

Galway 
County

Priv 2011 No 
Reason 
Given

10

09CW0012 351741F Galway 
City & 
County 
Childcare 
Commit-
tee/ Galway 
City and 
County 
Play Buses

Ashfield Hse, 
Ballycrogue, 
Carlow

Carlow Priv 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

10GY0290 835A Respond! 
/ NCIP 
Respond 
Housing 
Association 
(Ballygren-
nan Close)

Renmore,
Galway

Galway City Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

8

09GY0173 803683J Morning 
Star Steiner 
Kinder-
garten Ltd 
/ NCIP 
Morning 
Star Steiner 
School

Bishop 
O’Donell 
Road, Galway

Galway City Comm Dec-11 No 
Reason 
Given

40

10GY0303 031248M Shel-Bar 
Ltd. / NCIP 
Shel-bar

81 Ballinfoyle 
Park, Head-
ford Road, 
Galway

Galway City Comm 2012 No 
Reason 
Given

50
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DCYA Ref 
No.

Pobal App 
ID/ URN

Facility 
Name

Facility Ad-
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County Comm or 
Priv

Date 
of Clo-
sure

Reason Actual 
Over-
all 
Places 
Lost

09DY0016 3247A St. Mary’s 
Girls 
Primary 
School 
(BOM)/
St Senans 
Preschool

2A 
Clonrosse 
Court,Ard-
Greine,
Malahide 
Road,
Dublin 15 

Dublin City Priv 2011 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09DY0064  Clara Com-
munity 
Childcare 
Services / 
Clara Tots 2 
Teens Ltd

St Anthonys 
348,  Howth 
Road,  Ra-
heny, Dublin 5  

Dublin City Priv 2011 Owner 
passed 
away

 

09SO0039 512094Q Small 
Wonders 
Community 
Playgroup 
Ltd

T/A Sticky 
Fingers, 31 
Fairgreen, 
Dromore 
West, Co. 
Sligo

Sligo Comm Sep-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

19

09DY0123  Kilmacow 
Community 
Pre-School 
Active 
Learning 
Ltd

Scoil Colm-
cille, National 
School New-
brook Road, 
Donaghmede, 
Dublin 5

Dublin City Priv Jun-11 Finan-
cial 
Issues

 

10DY0377 475273O Respond/ 
NCIP 
Westlands’ 
Childcare 
Centre

Ratoath Road, 
Cabra, Dublin 
7

Dublin City Comm Jun-12 No 
Reason 
Given

18

10DY0449 340514G Co Clare 
VEC/ NCIP 
Cuain Aire 
Creche

Rivermeade 
Community 
Centre, Tober-
burr Street, St. 
Margarets, Co. 
Dublin

Dublin City Comm 2012 No 
Reason 
Given

 

10DY0456 192446S City of 
Dublin 
VEC / 
NCIP St. 
Joseph’s 
Training 
Centre

St. Benedict’s 
Resource Cen-
tre, Swan Nest 
Road, Kilbar-
rack, Dublin 5

Dublin City Comm 2012 No 
Reason 
Given

65

09DY0248 342490F Littleton 
Community 
Preschool 
Playgroup 
/ NCIP 
Littleton 
Community 
Preschool 
Playgroup

Unit 4 Dart-
mouth House, 
Industrial 
Centre, Ky-
lemore Road, 
Dublin 10

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Comm 2010 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
HSE 
Regula-
tions

80
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Date 
of Clo-
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Places 
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11DY0478 272963K Castlebar 
Social Ser-
vices Ltd / 
NCIP New 
Beginnings 
Community 
Playgroup

71 Clonliffe 
Road, Dub-
lin 3

Dublin City Comm Nov-
11

Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

 

09DR0089  Community 
Womens 
Education 
Initiative 
/ NCIP 
Community 
Women’s 
Education 
Initiatives 
Ltd.

York Road 
Montes-
sori School,  
Presbyterian 
Church,  York 
Road,  Dun 
Laoghaire,  
Co. Dublin

Dun 
Laoghaire/
Rathdown

Priv Aug-
11

Lack of 
De-
mand

 

11DR0232 954493A Youghal 
Fam-
ily Support 
Centre Ltd 
/ NCIP 
Youghal 
Family 
Centre

Sommerset 
House, Strad-
brook Road, 
Blackrock, 
Co. Dublin

Dun 
Laoghaire/
Rathdown

Priv 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

11DR0233 954493A Mountview 
Commu-
nity Creche 
/ NCIP 
Mountview 
Community 
Creche

IHD Building, 
Leopardstown 
Racecourse, 
Leopardstown, 
Co. Dublin

Dun 
Laoghaire/
Rathdown

Priv 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand

33

09FL0310  St. Mary’s 
Preschool 
for Travel-
ler Chil-
dren/ NCIP 
St. Mary’s 
Preschool 
for Travel-
ler Children

17 Sarto Rise-
BaysideSut-
tonDublin 13

Fingal Priv 2011 No 
Reason 
Given

 

10FL0350  Little Ras-
cals Creche 

102 Whites-
town Park,Bl
akestown,Bla
nchardstown
,D15

Fingal Priv 2011 No 
Reason 
Given

 

10FL0358  Mini Man-
ors Montes-
sori School

22 
Ormond 
Close,
Swords,
Co Dublin

Fingal Priv 2011 No 
Reason 
Given

 



1 July 2014

389

DCYA Ref 
No.

Pobal App 
ID/ URN
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Facility Ad-
dress

County Comm or 
Priv

Date 
of Clo-
sure

Reason Actual 
Over-
all 
Places 
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09FL0084  New 
Beginnings 
Creche and 
Montessori

Unit 145, 
Turvey Walk, 
The Gallery, 
Donabate, Co. 
Dublin

Fingal Priv Nov-
11

Issues 
with 
Lease

 

10FL0366 181678F/ 
813355V

Blanchards
town 
Youth 
Reach

County Dublin 
VEC, The 
Brace Centre, 
Main Street, 
Blanchard-
stown Dublin 
15

Fingal Comm Nov-
11

Finan-
cial 
Issues

7

11FL0389  Little Flow-
ers Child-
care

VEC Creche, 
Convent 
Lane, Rush, 
Co.Dublin 

Fingal Priv 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09FL0041 785350K Lá Go Bhrí 41 Mourne 
View, Sker-
ries, Co. 
Dublin

Fingal Comm Nov-
11

Finan-
cial 
Issues

14

11FL0401 954493A Links 
Creche & 
Montessori 
Ltd., 

Holywell, 
Swords, Co. 
Dublin 

Fingal Priv 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09KE0156  Little 
Acorns 
Playgroup

16 Jiggin-
stown Park, 
Naas, Co. 
Kildare

Kildare Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

10FL0373 622A Rush YR 
Creche

Rush Youth-
reach Creche, 
Convent Lane, 
Rush, Co. 
Dublin

Fingal Comm Dec-11 No 
Reason 
Given

13

09KK0058  Glenvale 
Pre-school

92 Glenvale , 
Ballyraggett , 
Co. Kilkenny  

Kilkenny Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09LS0003 691263R Cois Ceim 
Beag

39 Highfield 
Meadows, 
Borris Rd., 
Portlaoise, Co. 
Laois

Laois Priv 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand

 



Questions - Written Answers

390

DCYA Ref 
No.

Pobal App 
ID/ URN

Facility 
Name

Facility Ad-
dress

County Comm or 
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09MH0012  Little 
Scribbles 
Playschool

Middle Level,  
North Mall,  
Navan Town 
Centre  Navan  
Co.Meath

Meath Priv 2011 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09MH0193  Bright 
Horizons & 
the Euro-
pean Com-
mission

Bright Hori-
zons,  Euro-
pean Commis-
sion, Food & 
veterinary of-
fice,  Grange,  
Dunsany,  Co. 
Meath

Meath Priv 2011 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09KK0025 365387Q 
683052I

St Johns 
Community 
Playschool 
Ltd.

The Base-
ment, St.Johns 
Church, 
Dublin Road, 
Kilkenny

Kilkenny Comm Mar-
12

Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
HSE 
Regula-
tions

15

09MH0065  Stepping 
Stones 
Montessori

2 Lambert-
stown Manor, 
Kilmessan, 
Co. Meath

Meath Priv Jun-11 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09MH0158  Little Trea-
sures

Oldcastle Rd., 
Kells Co. 
Meath

Meath Priv Mar-
12

No 
Reason 
Given

 

09MH0169  Little 
Achiever’s 
Montessori

Powderlough, 
Dunshaughlin, 
Co. Meath

Meath Priv 2012 No 
Reason 
Given

 

11MH0244  Bridle 
House 
Farm Mon-
tessori

Fairyhouse 
Road, Ratoath, 
Co. Meath

Meath Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09MH0126 1935A Aspirations 
Creche & 
Montessori 
School

Blackhill 
Crescent, 
Donacarney, 
Mornington 
Co. Meath

Meath Priv Jun-12 Lack of 
De-
mand

39

10DS0258 440588T Springhall 
Kindergar-
ten

2 Ardmore 
Drive, Tal-
laght, Dublin 
24

Dublin 
South

Comm Oct-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

22

10DS0286  Liffey Val-
ley Montes-
sori

7 Liffey 
Crescent, 
Liffey Valley 
Pk, Lucan, Co. 
Dublin

Dublin 
South

Priv 2012 No 
Reason 
Given

 

11DS0306  Park 
Avenue 
Preschool

College 
Lands, Rath-
coole, Co. 
Dublin

Dublin 
South

Priv 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand
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09OY0025 507080B 
544960R

Fairgreen 
Community 
Childcare 
Centre

Respond, 
Fairgreen 
Edenderry, Co. 
Offaly

Offaly Comm 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand

32

09OY0051 085986G 
544960R

Teach Tara 
Pre-School

Respond, 
Tara Cresent 
Clonminch, 
Tullamore, 
Co. Offaly

Offaly Comm 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09CE0048  Ladybirds 
Montessori

Unit 5,  
Boheraroan,  
Newmarket-
on-Fergus, Co. 
Clare

Clare Priv Oct-10 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09CE0132  Toddler’s 
Time

Halla Eoin, 
Kilbaha, Co. 
Clare

Clare Comm 2012 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09CC0119  Drishane 
Castle Pre-
school

Drishane Cas-
tle, Millstreet, 
Co. Cork

Cork County Comm Sep-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09CC0145  Rising Stars 
Childcare

Castlejane 
Woods, Glan-
mire, Co. Cork

Cork County Priv Sep-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

11KY0155  Little Ein-
steins

St Patrick’s 
Hall, Listowel, 
Co. Kerry

Kerry Priv 2012 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09TN0041  Little Stars 
Pre-School

Clougheraily,  
Loughmore,  
Templemore, 
Co Tipperary. 

Tipperary 
North

Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09TN0038  First Steps 
Montessori 
Upper-
church

Scoil Iosagáin 
N S , Up-
perchurch, 
Thurles, Co. 
Tipperary

Tipperary 
North

Priv Jun-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09KY0126 143759O Naionra an 
Ghleanna

The Glen Day 
Care Centre,  
Rathkieran   
The Glen,  
Emlaghmore   
Killarney

Kerry Comm Dec-
10

No 
Reason 
Given

21

09KY0117 053272I Aiseanna 
Na hOige 
Teo

Ard na Greine, 
Dingle, Co. 
Kerry

Kerry Comm Jan-12 No 
Reason 
Given

57
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10KY0138 379/ 
823827T

KDYS 
Creche

KDYS 
Youth Cen-
tre, Fairhill, 
Killarney, Co. 
Kerry

Kerry Comm Aug-
10

Lack of 
De-
mand

32

10TN0086  Gloria Rus-
sell - Jolly 
Tots

Cnoc Cluain, 
Ballina, Kil-
laloe, Co. 
Tipperary

Tipperary 
North

Priv Sep-11 Change 
of 
Owner-
ship

 

09LK0124 243444T Shana-
golden 
Education 
Resource 
Centre 
Creche

Shanagolden 
Education 
Resource 
Centre Creche, 
Shanagolden, 
Co. Limerick

Limerick 
County

Comm Dec-11 Finan-
cial 
Issues

38

10WY0043 936271D Seans Eile c/o Scoil Lor-
cain, St Johns 
Pk, Waterford

Waterford 
City

Comm 2011 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09WD0021 007776D 
544960R

Mary 
Poppins 
Playgroup

Beechmount 
Commu-
nity Centre, 
Respond!   
Beechmount,  
Tramore,   Co. 
Waterford.

Waterford 
County

Comm Jun-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

40

09WX0023 348233P Sugar and 
Spice

Old Mercy 
Convent, 
Irishtown, 
New Ross, Co. 
Wexford

Wexford Priv Sep-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

11LK0154  Ladybird 
Montessori 

 Limerick 
County

Priv Jul-12 No 
Reason 
Given

 

11LK0161  Ladybird 2  Limerick 
County

Priv Jul-12 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09WX0102 1096A Magicland 
Day Care

11 St. John’s 
Court ,Bal-
lyowen Wel-
lingtonbridge 
,Co.Wexford  

Wexford Priv Sep-10 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09DS0077  Humpty 
Dumpty 
Junior 
Learning 
Centre Ltd

 Dublin 
South

Priv Jun-12 Finan-
cial 
Issues

 

09CC0048 1423A La Creche QC House, 
Cork Bus & 
Tech Park, 
Model Farm 
Road, Co. 
Cork

Cork County Comm Jun-12 No 
Reason 
Given

44
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09DS0162  Creative 
Minds 
Childcare

 Dublin 
South

Priv Jun-12 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09RN0030  Slatta 
Community 
Playgroup

 Roscommon Comm Jun-12 Issues 
with 
Lease

 

09FL0129  Rush Mon-
tessori

 Fingal Priv Jun-12 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09OY0045  Playhouse 
Creche 

 Offaly Priv 2012 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
HSE 
Regula-
tions

 

09MO0008 663745E The Quay 
Community 
Playschool 
Playgroup 
Ltd

 Rosbeg, 
Westport, Co 
Mayo

Mayo Comm Apr-12 No 
Reason 
Given

20

09DS0084  Lucan 
Community 
Playgroup

 Dublin 
South

Comm Jun-12 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

10KY0145    Naionra 
Bhaile an 
Sceilg

Ceann Eich, 
Baile an 
Sceilg, Cill 
Airne, Co. 
Chiarrai  

Kerry Comm Aug-
12

Lack of 
De-
mand

 

 1303A County 
Dublin 
VEC / Dun-
drum

County Dublin 
V.E.C., 1 Tu-
ansgate, Bel-
gard Square 
East, Tallaght, 
Dublin 24

Dun 
Laoghaire/
Rathdown

Comm Jul-12 Finan-
cial 
Issues

17

 1652A/ 
241227B

Little 
Nemo’s 
Creche

Administrative 
Offices, Meath 
V.E.C., Abbey 
Road, Navan, 
Co. Meath

Meath Comm Jul-12 No 
Reason 
Given

20

09KY0064 339/ 
212792T  

Kiddies 
Paradise

Bridge Street, 
Cahirciveen, 
Co. Kerry

Kerry Comm Jun-12 Man-
age-
ment 
Issues

20

 1967A Open Heart 
House 
/ NCIP 
Open Heart 
House

2 St. Mary’s 
Place, Dublin 
7

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Comm Apr-09 Finan-
cial 
Issues

6
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 266 Galway 
City & 
County 
Childcare 
Commit-
tee/ Galway 
City and 
County 
Play Buses

9b Liosban 
Retail Centre, 
Tuam Road, 
Galway

Galway 
County

Comm Jun-10 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

20

 271 Mother 
of Divine 
Grace 
Community 
Playgroup

Riversdate 
Sports Club, 
Glasnevin Av-
enue, Dublin 
11

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Comm Jun-09 No 
Reason 
Given

24

 360  Little 
Friars Pre-
school

6 Maglin 
Grove, Dean-
rock Estate, 
Togher, Cork 
City

Cork City Comm Jun-12 Finan-
cial 
Issues

30

 1026A/ 
706282W

 NCIP
 Tweenies 
Playgroup 
(O’
Devaney 
Gardens)

C/o 188 
O’Devaney 
Gardens, Dub-
lin 7

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Comm Oct-10 No 
Reason 
Given

40

 1052A NCIP Hap-
py Hours 
Pre-School

42 McHale 
Road, Castle-
bar, Co. Mayo, 

Mayo Comm Jun-09 No 
Reason 
Given

40

 2140A/ 
544960R

NCIP Oak-
land Drive 
Community 
Centre

 Tipperary 
South

Comm Jun-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

38

 1314A NCIP 
Allihies 
Community 
Playgroup

Allihies 
Health Centre, 
Allihies, 
Beara, Co 
Cork

Cork County Comm Oct-12 Lack of 
De-
mand

36

 155A NCIP Ring-
send Action 
Project Ltd.

Regal House, 
28 Fitzwilliam 
Street, Ring-
send, Dublin 4

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Comm Jun-09 Merger 40

 2140A/ 
544960R

Respond! 
/ NCIP 
Respond 
Housing 
Association 
(Ballygren-
nan Close)

 Limerick 
City

Comm Jun-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

10
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 1664A/ 
700236I

Morning 
Star Steiner 
Kinder-
garten Ltd 
/ NCIP 
Morning 
Star Steiner 
School

Kingswood 
Cottage, Bal-
linacarrow, 
Ballymote, 
Co. Sligo

Sligo Comm Jun-11 No 
Reason 
Given

16

 1778a Shel-Bar 
Ltd. / NCIP 
Shel-bar

Carrig-on-
Bannow, Co. 
Wexford

Wexford Comm Mar-
11

Finan-
cial 
Issues

80

 1802a St. Mary’s 
Girls 
Primary 
School 
(BOM)/
St Senans 
Preschool

Saint Mary’s 
Prebytery, 
Athlunkard 
Street, Lim-
erick

Limerick 
City

Comm Oct-10 Merger 18

 1805A/ 
527838A

Clara Com-
munity 
Childcare 
Services / 
Clara Tots 2 
Teens Ltd

C/o. Kilaspy, 
Raheen, Clara, 
Co. Offaly

Offaly Comm Jun-12 Issues 
with 
Lease

59

 3314A/ 
942214A

Small 
Wonders 
Community 
Playgroup 
Ltd

Dublin City 
Council Of-
fices, Units 
20 - 21 and 29 
The Maltings, 
Marrowbone 
Lane

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Comm Jul-12 Lack of 
De-
mand

40

 3595a/ 
990331B

Kilmacow 
Community 
Pre-School 
Active 
Learning 
Ltd

, Dublin 8 Kilkenny Comm Sep-12 No 
Reason 
Given

20

10DY0404 302436V Cabra 
Community 
Creche

Colaiste 
Eanna, Kilki-
eran Road, 
Cabra West, 
Dublin 7.

Dublin City Comm Jul-12 Merger 24

 2140a/ 
544960R

Respond/ 
NCIP 
Westlands’ 
Childcare 
Centre

 Wexford Comm Jun-12 Lack of 
De-
mand

36
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 2278A/ 
464611U

Co Clare 
VEC/ NCIP 
Cuain Aire 
Creche

Adult Educa-
tion Centre, 
Clonroad 
Business Park, 
Ennis, Co. 
Clare

Clare Comm Jun-12 Lack of 
De-
mand

62

09MN0002  Honey Pot 
Pre-school 

Drumbear 
Monaghan, 
Co. Monaghan  

Monaghan Priv Jun-12 No 
Reason 
Given

 

09FL0140  Dublinki 1 Aspen Lawn,  
Clonsilla,  
Dublin 15  

Fingal Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

 451A City of 
Dublin 
VEC / 
NCIP St. 
Joseph’s 
Training 
Centre

City of Dublin 
VEC, Town 
Hall, Balls-
bridge, Dublin 
4

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Comm Jul-11 No 
Reason 
Given

23

09TN0027 455A/ 
987292A

Littleton 
Community 
Preschool 
Playgroup 
/ NCIP 
Littleton 
Community 
Preschool 
Playgroup

C/o St. Kev-
in’s National 
School, Little-
ton, Thurles, 
Co. Tipperary

Tipperary 
North

Comm Jun-10 Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
DCYA/ 
Pobal

12

 513A/ 
279243L

Castlebar 
Social Ser-
vices Ltd / 
NCIP New 
Beginnings 
Community 
Playgroup

Kilknock, Bre-
affy, Castlebar, 
Co Mayo

Mayo Comm Feb-10 No 
Reason 
Given

40

 556A Community 
Womens 
Education 
Initiative 
/ NCIP 
Community 
Women’s 
Education 
Initiatives 
Ltd.

19 Lower John 
Street, Cork

Cork City Comm Sep-09 Finan-
cial 
Issues

18
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09CC0057 565A Youghal 
Fam-
ily Support 
Centre Ltd 
/ NCIP 
Youghal 
Family 
Centre

Blackwater 
Heights, 
Youghal, Co. 
Cork

Cork County Comm Mar-
09

Non 
Com-
pliance 
with 
HSE 
Regula-
tions

56

 697A Mountview 
Commu-
nity Creche 
/ NCIP 
Mountview 
Community 
Creche

11 Whitecha-
pel Crescent, 
Mountview, 
Blanchard-
stown, Dublin 
15

Fingal Comm Jun-09 Lack of 
De-
mand

14

 717a St. Mary’s 
Preschool 
for Travel-
ler Chil-
dren/ NCIP 
St. Mary’s 
Preschool 
for Travel-
ler Children

C/o Social 
Work Depart-
ment, Portiun-
cula Hospital, 
Ballinasloe, 
Co Galway

Galway 
County

Comm Jun-11 Lack of 
De-
mand

17

10FL0354  Kids Camp 
Playgroup

98 Rushee-
ney Count, 
Rusheeney 
Village, Hart-
stown, Clon-
silla, D15

Fingal Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

 

10DY0411 259776L Little Ras-
cals Creche 

CAFTA - Axis 
Arts Centre, 
Main Street, 
Ballymun, 
Dublin 9

Dublin City Comm Oct-12 No 
Reason 
Given

23

09FL0283 435A Portmar-
nock Pre-
school

56 Carrick 
Court,  Port-
marnock,  Co 
Dublin  

Fingal Priv 2011 Lack of 
De-
mand

24

09FL0198 2072A Anna Livia 
Creche

Unit 1, Dis-
trict Centre, 
Tyrrelstown, 
Dublin 15

Fingal Priv Nov-
11

No 
Reason 
Given

28

 1686A Carmel 
Mannion 
T/A Rain-
bows End

 Frenchport, 
Oranmore, Co. 
Galway

Galway 
County

Priv Sep-12 No 
Reason 
Given

5

 823A Joseph & 
Gillian 
Coughlan

21 St. Bren-
dan’s Terrace, 
Woodquay, 
Galway

Galway City Priv Aug-
12

Issues 
with 
Lease

30
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 2134A Killinick 
Kiddie Care

Assaly Little, 
Killinick, Co. 
Wexford

Wexford Priv Sep-12 No 
Reason 
Given

25

344148E 623A Joys of Life 
Creche

Assaly Little, 
Killinick, Co. 
Wexford

Dublin 
South

Comm Jun-12 Merger 28

 1361A South City 
Youthreach

16 Pleasants 
Street, Dublin 
8

Dublin 
County 
Borough

Comm Dec-11 No 
Reason 
Given

34

 291A St. Cath-
erine’s 
Community 
Playgroup

Kenure, Rush, 
Co. Dublin

Fingal Comm Jun-12 No 
Reason 
Given

32

 1028A St. Claire’s 
Preschool

Galway Co 
Council Of-
fices, Barrack 
St, Loughrea, 
Co. Galway

Galway 
County

Comm May-
12

No 
Reason 
Given

20

 2098A Susan 
Coughlan

36 Moss Lane, 
Riverway, 
South Douglas 
Rd., Cork

Cork City Priv Jun-12 No 
Reason 
Given

18

 1565A Tiny Foot-
steps

C/o. Irey, 
Ballyfin, 
Portlaise, Co. 
Laois

Laois Priv Jun-12 No 
Reason 
Given

18

 2021A Tots Para-
dise

Knockmeal, 
Abbeyfeale, 
Co. Limerick

Limerick 
County

Priv Nov-
12

No 
Reason 
Given

6

 1731A Vivian 
Murphy

3 The Pines, 
Sea Road, 
Arklow, Co. 
Wicklow

Wicklow Priv Jul-12 No 
Reason 
Given

6

403449T 2460a NCIP 
Adelaide 
Studio

Adelaide, 
Ashbourne 
Avenue, South 
Circular Road, 
Limerick

Limerick 
City

Priv May-
11

No 
Reason 
Given

16

 2610A NCIP Sport 
agus Spraoi

Cnocanina’, 
Milltown, 
Newbridge, 
Co. Kildare

Kildare Priv Sep-12 No 
Reason 
Given

0

244685A 3059A NCIP Mary 
Kinsella

Dundalk 
Road, Dun-
leer, Co Louth

Louth Priv Sep-11 No 
Reason 
Given

0

369637K 2932A NCIP 
Rainbow 
Childmind-
ing Service

Clohanatine, 
Mullagh, En-
nis, Co. Clare

Clare Priv 2012 No 
Reason 
Given

5
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09LH0097 913A Nanny 
Boppers

36 Duffy’s 
Terrace, Cas-
tletown Road, 
Dundalk, Co 
Louth

Louth Priv 2012 No 
Reason 
Given

 

12LK0166  Playdays  Limerick 
County

Priv Dec-
12

Lack of 
De-
mand

 

09LH0112  Central 
Park

 Louth Priv 2012 No 
Reason 
Given

 

10MH0212  Imagina-
tion Station 
Playschool

 Meath Priv 2012 Illness 
(Per-
sonal 
Rea-
sons)

 

11WH0117  Busy 
Hands Pre-
School

 Westmeath Priv Dec-
12

No 
Reason 
Given

 

 2583a Steeple-
chase 
Montessori

34 Steeple-
chase Wood, 
Ratoath, Co. 
Meath

Meath Priv Sept 
-13

No 
Reason 
Given

 

No of Clo-
sures*

165 2649

*6 services reported closed were the result of a merge with another facility.

01/07/2014WREE00800644. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
area manager position will be filled at the Child and Family Agency, Tusla, local area office in 
County Mayo; if this position is being advertised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28394/14]

01/07/2014WREE00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by 
the Child and Family Agency that the recruitment process with respect to the position of Area 
Manager for the Mayo area is well advanced.  Interviews for the position have been concluded 
and it is anticipated that the successful candidate will be appointed within the next few weeks.

01/07/2014WREE00950Legislative Measures

01/07/2014WREE01000645. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 947 of 25 March 2014, if he will provide an update on 
the work of his Department in drafting regulations for special care units to facilitate the com-
mencement of a significant number of provisions in the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2011. 
[28426/14]

01/07/2014WREE01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is 
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aware, a number of sections, mainly in Part 2 and Part 3, of the Child Care (Amendment) Act 
2011 remain to be commenced.

A substantial element of the uncommenced sections relate to provisions for special care. 
Given the legislative framework utilised to manage the interaction between the Child Care Act 
1991 and the Health Act 2007, in relation to special care provisions, Regulations under the 
Health Act 2007 are required in advance of the commencement of these various sections.

Work is at an advanced stage in my Department in drafting the required Regulations for 
Special Care Units. I would hope to have the Regulations finalised in the coming weeks, and 
shortly thereafter to draft a commencement order for the relevant sections of the 2011 Act.  
Other sections of the Act that are not yet in force are being kept under review as to their com-
mencement in association with relevant policy and service developments.

01/07/2014WREE01150Children in Care

01/07/2014WREE01200646. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 944 of 25 March 2014, if figures are available on the num-
ber of children who went missing while in the care of the State in the first six months of 2014. 
[28427/14]

01/07/2014WREE01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested 
the information from the Child and Family Agency and I will revert to the Deputy when this 
information is to hand.

Question No. 647 answered with Question No. 626.

01/07/2014WREE01450Youth Services Issues

01/07/2014WREE01500648. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which he continues to liaise with various youth organisations with a view to determi-
nation of the appropriate level, scale and quality of youth support services; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28511/14]

01/07/2014WREE01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth 
services to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged communi-
ties.  Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk young people are provided 
through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services 
Fund, Rounds 1 and 2, Local Drugs Task Force Projects.  In addition, 31 national and major 
regional yourth work organisations are supported under the Youth Service Grant Scheme. Other 
schemes include the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme and Youth Information Centres. The fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 young people 
and involve approximately, 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 40,000 volunteers work-
ing in youth work services and communities throughout the country. In 2014, current funding 
of €49.78m has been provided to my Department for these schemes.

Ongoing engagement and dialogue with the youth sector organisations and with young peo-
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ple are priorities for my Department. My Department has regular engagement with members 
of the youth sector organisations in relation to a range of issues including the development of 
initiatives to meet young people’s needs, funding matters and issues that arise in the provision 
of services at local level.

Most recently, my Department has worked closely with some of the larger youth organisa-
tions on the development of a youth employability initiative and the youth sector’s contribution 
to the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs. Youth organisations are working collaboratively with 
my Department and the ETB sector  implementing quality standards initiatives in the youth 
area. These standards are helping to ensure an improvement in good practice, that services and 
projects are outcomes focussed and that the young people are deriving the maximum benefit 
from being involved. The National Youth Council of Ireland has a lead role in carrying out the 
EU structured dialogue process with young people in Ireland and the youth sector organisations 
are represented on the National Working Group chaired by my Department.

The National Youth Work Advisory Committee, appointed in January 2013, includes the 
key national youth organisations that work directly with young people along with  representa-
tives of Government departments, the Education and Training Boards and other statutory agen-
cies involved in youth matters. The Committee has an advisory role on issues to do with how 
youth work practice and services can better meet the requirements of young people. The Com-
mittee is engaged with my Department on the development of the new National Youth Strategy 
for completion later this year.

I, and officials of my Department have met, and continue to meet, regularly with many 
youth organisations and groups to see how we can work together to bring about the best possi-
ble outcomes for young people, having regard to resources available to us and to ensure that the 
programmes and services being provided are relevant and responsive to young people’s needs.

01/07/2014WREE01650Child Protection

01/07/2014WREE01700649. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of cases of children at risk reported to his Department or subordinate bodies in each of 
the past three years to date; the extent to which follow-up action took place; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28512/14]

01/07/2014WREE01800654. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which his Department or bodies under his aegis have determined how best to intervene 
in a supportive way in respect of children deemed to be or alleged to be at risk; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28517/14]

01/07/2014WREE01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 649 and 654 together.

My Department has asked the Child and Family Agency for the information requested.  I 
will revert to the Deputy as soon as possible on this matter.

01/07/2014WREE01950Child Protection Services
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01/07/2014WREE02000650. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which the courts have been called upon to protect children at risk in the course of the 
past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28513/14]

01/07/2014WREE02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
has asked the Child and Family Agency for the information requested.  I will revert to the 
Deputy as soon as possible on this matter.

01/07/2014WREE02150Departmental Budgets

01/07/2014WREE02200651. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which he is satisfied regarding the adequacy of his Department’s budget to meet 
requirements in the course of the current year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28514/14]

01/07/2014WREE02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Revised Es-
timates for Public Services 2014 allocated gross funding of €997m to my Department.  This 
comprises over €955 million in current funding and €42 million in capital funding.  When Ap-
propriations in Aid are taken into account, the net current funding allocated to my Department 
in 2014 is some €974.3 million.  This level of funding (€997m) represents an increase of over 
€558 million on the 2013 Estimate of €439 million and the significant investment shows that, 
while operating within the difficult Budgetary constraints, this Government is strongly commit-
ted to delivering important reforms and service developments to support children and families.  
I would also point out that my Department has received an additional €5m capital allocation 
under the stimulus programme which will allow for increased capital expenditure which will 
further benefit children.

I consider that the estimate provision for my Department will facilitate the delivery of a 
significant level of public services along with a number of new policy measures that include:

- The establishment of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) which took effect on 1st Janu-
ary 2014.  Tusla have an allocation of €609 million, including €7m in capital provision.  This 
allocation is for the continuing provision of services previously administered by the Health 
Service Executive (H.S.E.), National Education Welfare Board (NEWB), and the Family Sup-
port Agency (FSA).  The overall level of funding which is significant by any measure, will help 
the agency respond to demand and to the needs of clients.  It will help to improve both the level 
and the quality of services.

- An additional €4 million to support implementation of the Pre-School Quality Agenda 
which seeks to support high standards through supporting the efforts of providers and their staff 
in delivering improved and more reliable quality; and to respond to concerns raised by parents;

- An increase of €1.5 million in funding to address child poverty through the new Area 
Based Childhood (ABC) programme. This will bring to €4 million the State funding to be in-
vested in this initiative in 2014.   The total budget allocation for the programme over the period 
2013 – 2016 is almost €30 million.  

- €31m in capital funding to facilitate the continuation of construction work on the new 
Children Detention School facilities in Oberstown, Lusk, Co. Dublin. The timeline for the proj-
ect will see the first three residential units available in the third quarter of 2014 and will be pri-
oritised for the transfer of 17 year old boys from adult prison facilities, currently in St Patrick`s 
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Institution. 

Other important areas being supported in 2014 are the free Pre-School Year in Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme which has a funding provision of €175 million. 
Some 4,300 preschool services are participating in the programme and approximately 68,000 
children are currently benefiting from it. In addition, in excess of €50 million is also being 
made available to support the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and services by 
the voluntary youth sector for all young people including those in disadvantaged communities.

01/07/2014WREE02350Mental Health Services Provision

01/07/2014WREE02400652. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which his Department or bodies under his aegis or both monitor reports of children 
self-harming; the extent to which support services are adequate to deal with such situations; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28515/14]

01/07/2014WREE02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The prime re-
sponsibility for policy in relation to the treatment and support for young people with mental 
health problems and those requiring medial care as a result of self-harm  currently lies with 
the Department of Health.  The issue of mental health problems, including self-harm, in young 
people is a complex issue requiring inputs from a wide range of stake-holders including young 
people, parents, schools, the media, youth organisations and the Primary Care and Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) of the Health Service Executive (HSE).

My Department understands that very valuable information is published by the National 
Suicide Research Foundation in the form of the Annual Report of the National Registry of 
Deliberate Self Harm Ireland. The Report is based upon data collected on persons presenting 
to hospital emergency departments including paediatric emergency departments as a result of 
deliberate self-harm.

01/07/2014WREE02550Children in Care

01/07/2014WREE02600653. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which he remains satisfied regarding the welfare of children in State care; if adequate 
support services remain available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28516/14]

01/07/2014WREE02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Under the Child 
Care Act, 1991 and the Child and Family Agency Act 2013, the Child and Family Agency has a 
statutory duty to promote the welfare of children who are not receiving adequate care and pro-
tection.  Where appropriate, children who are in need of care and protection are received into 
the care of the State under the Child Care Act, 1991.

The placement of children in care is governed by Regulations.  These provide, inter alia, for 
the welfare of the child, the care practices, care records, accommodation and safety precautions.  
The Regulations also provide that the Social Worker oversees the implementation of the Care 
Plan, visits the child and sees them in private and reads the records about the child where the 
child is living in a residential centre.

Children depending on their identified need may be placed in foster care either with rela-
tives or general foster carers, residential care, high support, special care or other placement 
types.  The majority of children are placed in long term stable placements and over 92% of 
children are placed in foster care. 
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All children’s services are inspected against Regulations and National Standards.  The 
Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) inspect Residential Centres run by the Child 
and Family Agency including Special Care Units.  The Child and Family Agency registers and 
inspects residential care in the private and voluntary sector. HIQA also inspects Child Protec-
tion and Welfare Services and Foster Care Services. 

In 2013 my Department received 61 Children’s Services Inspection Reports from HIQA. 
I welcome and endorse this important role played by HIQA in assuring the work within chil-
dren’s services to promote the safety, wellbeing and welfare in their care.

Where required, children and their carers may need additional services outside of those 
provided by the Agency, such as Speech and Language Therapy and Child and Adult Mental 
Health Services. The Agency and the Health Service Executive have developed a Memorandum 
of Understanding which  details cross agency shared services and mutual commitments includ-
ing clinical and care services. 

All children in care have rights set out in the National Standards, these include consultation, 
access to information and the right to complain.

Question No. 654 answered with Question No. 649.

01/07/2014WREE02850Bullying of Children

01/07/2014WREE02900655. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which support services are available to children or teenagers who have been victims 
of bullying outside of the educational system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28518/14]

01/07/2014WREE03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As Minister for 
Children & Youth Affairs, I am committed to working with colleagues in Government to ensure 
that integrated policy responses to combat bullying are high on our agenda and that the neces-
sary supports are in place for a safe environment for children and young people.  

There is a range of support services, supported by various departments and their agencies, 
including my own department, which can assist children and young people in coping with bul-
lying situations. These include advice and guidance for families. For example, www.webwise.
ie - an initiative of the Department of Education and Skills- provides information and advice 
for parents and teachers about risks and how to protect children against cyber bullying.  At 
community level, many of the voluntary youth services funded by my Department provide 
education programmes, run awareness campaigns about bullying and provide programmes for 
young people to give them the knowledge and skills to build supportive links and counter bul-
lying behaviours.

The new procedures under the Action Plan for Bullying, led by the Department of Education 
and Skills, which place a requirement on all schools to address incidences of bullying are highly 
relevant to the contexts of young people’s lives and  not only in the school setting. They  specifi-
cally include incidences of cyber-bullying that occur both in and out of the school context and 
the posting of hurtful messages, images or statements on social media sites, within the defini-
tion of bullying. They highlight the need for parents and young people to understand how to use 
modern technologies safely and to know how to protect themselves in school, at home and in 
their communities.  The Office for Internet Safety, under the Department of Justice and Equal-
ity, takes a lead responsibility for internet safety in Ireland, particularly as it relates to children. 
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Under Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children serious 
incidents of bullying should be reported to the Child and Family Agency. I have been advised 
that, in such cases and where it is required, appropriate support will be put in place, In addition 
to support for the family and the child or young person, which can be provided by the Child and 
Family Agency, there are services provided by the HSE, including the Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services,which may be relevant depending on the nature of the condition being 
experienced by a child or young person. 

My Department continues to work with other departments, child care services, education 
welfare services and the youth sector to raise awareness about bullying, its impact on children 
and young people, to improve access to information and support for them and their families and 
to advance measures to combat bullying and promote a safer environment for our young people.

01/07/2014WREE03050Child Detention Centres

01/07/2014WREE03100656. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the to-
tal number of custodial or supportive places available for juvenile offenders; the extent to which 
rehabilitative support services are available for such offenders; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28519/14]

01/07/2014WREE03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The 3 children 
detention schools, all located at Oberstown, Lusk, Co. Dublin, currently provide a total of 46 
detention places for young people ordered to be remanded or committed by the courts.  These 
comprise 6 places for girls up to the age of 18 on admission and 40 places for boys up to the 
age of 17 on admission.  Boys aged 17 on being ordered to be detained are currently accom-
modated by the Irish Prison Service.  This practice will cease, meeting the commitment in the 
Programme for Government to end the practice of detaining children in adult prison facilities, 
when new children detention facilities currently being constructed on the Oberstown campus 
become available before the end of this year.  

Construction on the project commenced on site in September 2013 and the first new residen-
tial units, which will prioritise the provision of residential places for 17 year old boys ordered 
to be detained, will be delivered in fourth quarter of 2014. The project will also deliver associ-
ated education, recreation, visiting, medical and other ancillary facilities. It is planned that the 
project will be fully completed during 2015.

The services currently being delivered in the children detention schools and the enhanced 
services which will be supported by the new facilities being developed focus on education and 
rehabilitation of the young people detained in order to minimise re-offending and to support 
their early re-integration into the community.   Each young person is assessed on admission to 
determine his/her need for specialist therapeutic interventions and to develop an individualised 
management plan which might include addressing offending behaviour, family therapy and 
other relevant programmes.  The Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board 
provide delivery of education services to the young people in detention including up to State 
examination level.

01/07/2014WREE03250Child Protection Services

01/07/2014WREE03300657. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which his Department remains in contact with child support services in the Health 
Service Executive with a view to determination of the best practice to be pursued in cases of 
children at risk who have been brought to the attention of the HSE or his Department or both; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28520/14]

01/07/2014WREE03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Under the Child 
and Family Agency Act 2013, the Agency is required to support children’s development, wel-
fare and protection by providing a range of services.  The Act transferred the statutory func-
tion in relation to child welfare and protection of the Health Services Executive to the Agency. 
The Act also emphasises the need for Agency accountability.  This is so that the public can be 
confident that the services provided by the Agency result in the best possible outcomes for the 
children concerned.

The Department’s oversight function is exercised through a range of interactions with col-
leagues in the Agency.  These interactions are often formal and structured at a number of levels 
but there is also a good level of informal contact between the Department and the Agency on 
a daily basis relating to services. The Agency is required to report regularly to the Department 
on how it is delivering against the Annual Business Plan which is developed by the Agency fol-
lowing the direction given in the annual Performance Statement that I, as Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs, provide to the Agency. 

Among the more formal engagements are regular meetings with the CEO of the Agency 
along with our respective senior management teams. Officials from my Department also meet 
formally on a monthly and quarterly basis with their counterparts in the Agency to discuss im-
provement of the Agency’s Business Plan and to seek in general to maintain and where possible 
improve the service provided by the Agency to children and families through the Agency’s on-
going Reform Programme.

The Department is not involved in the day to day running of services.  However the Agency 
is proactive in providing information to me when policy issues arise. There are also occasions 
when information, not routinely reported, is provided to my Department following a specific 
request for same.  

Questions Nos. 658 to 660, inclusive, answered with Question No. 626.


