
10 June 2014

100

        Questions Nos. 1 to 21, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 22 to 80, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 81 to 88, inclusive, answered orally.

10/06/2014WRA00650Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

10/06/2014WRA0070089. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the arrangements in place 
to enable persons who are in danger of homelessness to access increased levels of rent supple-
ment. [24228/14]

10/06/2014WRA0080092. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of the 
fact that persons on rent allowance are finding it very difficult to find accommodation to suit the 
caps on rent allowance and where a family might be expected to move from their local commu-
nity, the reason she will not consider implementing caps on the amount the landlord is allowed 
to charge for the rental property; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24125/14]

10/06/2014WRA0090096. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to deal with the 
increases in rent prices in urban areas as they relate to persons on rent allowance. [24199/14]

10/06/2014WRA0100098. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider the 
immediate revision of the current rent limits under the rent supplement scheme in order to alle-
viate the pressure on many families; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24230/14]

10/06/2014WRA0110099. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 425 of 27 May 2014, the timeframe by which she expects its new 
housing interagency intervention system to be fully operational; the number of rent supplement 
recipients that it is anticipated will be assisted via the new system; if that assistance will include 
higher rent supplement payments; the number of persons who have applied for a supplement 
under the existing discretionary powers of Department officials; and the number who have been 
awarded such a supplement. [24118/14]

10/06/2014WRA01200114. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection if community 
welfare officers have discretion to raise the rent caps for those searching for accommodation in 
order to allow them to find housing in the area in which they are based; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24232/14]

10/06/2014WRA01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
89, 92, 96, 98, 99 and 114 together. 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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The Government has provided over €344 million for the rent supplement scheme in 2014, 
the purpose of which is to provide short-term income support to assist with reasonable accom-
modation costs of eligible people living in private rented accommodation who are unable to 
provide for their accommodation costs from their own resources. There are currently approxi-
mately 76,000 rent supplement recipients, of which over 50,000 have been in payment for more 
than 18 months.  A review of the maximum rent limits has commenced within the Department 
and will be considered as part of the budgetary process. The most recent review was completed 
in June 2013 with revised rent limits introduced on 17 June 2013. Despite pressures on the so-
cial protection budget, the last review saw rent limits increase in line with market rents in some 
areas, including Dublin and Galway, with Dublin limits increasing by a weighted average of 
9%. 

All prospective tenants, including those seeking to access rent supplement, particularly in 
urban areas, are now finding it increasingly difficult to secure appropriate accommodation due 
to the reduced availability of rental properties. Policy in relation to implementing rent controls 
on the amounts landlords can charge is a matter for my colleague in the Department of the En-
vironment, Community and Local Government.  

I can assure Deputies that Department officials have considerable experience in dealing 
with customers of the scheme and will continue to make every effort to ensure that their accom-
modation needs are met. Staff in the Department’s Community Welfare Service have discre-
tionary powers to award a supplement for rental purposes in exceptional cases where it appears 
that the circumstances of the case so warrant, for example, when dealing with applicants who 
are homeless or who are at risk of losing their tenancy.  Such cases are examined on a case by 
case basis having regard to the situation presented. Statistics are not maintained on the number 
of applications seeking payments over the maximum limits or their outcome.  

In view of the current supply difficulties, the Dublin Region Homeless Executive in con-
junction with Dublin local authorities and voluntary organisations have agreed with the Depart-
ment a protocol so that families at risk of losing existing private rented accommodation can 
have more timely and appropriate interventions made on their behalf.   Cases will be assessed 
on an individual basis having regard to the individual circumstances and families requiring ad-
ditional support will receive the necessary assistance from the Department, including financial 
support as necessary. The necessary operational arrangements are currently being put in place 
and it is expected that the initiative will be launched on 16 June 2014.  The number of families 
that will require assistance under this arrangement is not known at present but will be monitored 
following its rollout. 

Officials in the Department are continuing to engage with those in the Department of the En-
vironment, Community and Local Government, in progressing the transfer of customers with 
long term housing needs from this Department to the local authorities under the new Housing 
Assistance Payment (HAP). 

10/06/2014WRA01350Departmental Schemes

10/06/2014WRA0140090. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which the various employment incentive schemes have so far impacted on the numbers of 
people on the live register in respect of both long-term and youth unemployment; if she will 
identify the total numbers so far accommodated through such incentives; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [24227/14]

10/06/2014WRA01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Since the lowest point of the jobs 
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crisis, the unemployment rate has fallen from a peak of over 15% to 11.8% at present.  The 
long-term unemployment rate has fallen from 9.5% to 7.3%.  The number of long-term unem-
ployed has fallen from 204,000 in early 2012 to 156,000 at present. In terms of the Live Regis-
ter, a target was set that 75,000 of those who were long-term on the Register at the beginning of 
2012 would move into employment by the end of 2015; the number who have already done so 
is now over 46,000 and we are well on track to beating our target –a target that was considered 
by many to be overly ambitious.   The youth unemployment rate has fallen from a peak of 33% 
to 25% at present, and the number of unemployed young people has fallen from 64,000 early 
2012 to 47,500 now.

The Department operates four main schemes whose purpose is to provide a pathway to 
employment.

JobsPlus is targeted specifically at encouraging employers to recruit people who are long-
term unemployed.  Over 2,300 long-term unemployed people have been placed in employment 
as a result of JobsPlus and over 60% of these have been unemployed for 2 years or more.  

Community Employment and Tús provide work experience opportunities for long term 
unemployed jobseekers mainly within the community and voluntary sector.  The numbers of 
participants on Community Employment and Tús as of April 2014 were 23,000 and 7,400 re-
spectively up from 21,200 and 4,800 in April 2013. 

The JobBridge  scheme provides a stepping stone for unemployed people to employment in 
the wider economy.  As of the end of April there were over 6,700 participants on the Scheme, up 
12% from 6,000 in April 2013.  To date nearly 30,000 people have participated in the scheme.  
Evaluation results indicate that 61% of leavers from JobBridge find employment within 5 
months of leaving their internship.

With specific reference to youth unemployment, the main strategy of the Government to re-
duce youth unemployment is the Youth Guarantee.  Approximately 5,000 places had been taken 
up on schemes covered by the Youth Guarantee in the first four months of this year. 

The impact of the employment incentives outlined cannot be precisely separated from the 
impact of other factors affecting the decline in youth and long-term unemployment (such as the 
general improvement in the economy and the labour market resulting from the government’s 
overall economic and employment policies).  However, I am satisfied that they have played an 
important part in recent progress in reducing unemployment levels.

10/06/2014WRA01550Work Placement Programmes

10/06/2014WRA0160091. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
that have been put on the Gateway initiative; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24105/14]

10/06/2014WRA01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy is aware, Gateway 
is a work placement initiative delivered by county, county and city, and city councils. While 
over 2,500 positions have been identified for Gateway by councils so far, progress on recruit-
ment has been slower than anticipated.  By week ending 13th June, a total of 270 jobseekers 
will be actively working on Gateway across 16 councils.  For the Deputy’s information, these 
include the Limerick Council, which has been one of the leaders in providing opportunities in 
this regard. An additional 469 jobseekers are currently awaiting the completion of contracts to 
commence work.  The councils have been tasked with starting this cohort within the next few 
weeks.  I expect placements to accelerate thereafter, with the aim of the councils employing 
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3,000 jobseekers by the end of the year.   Responsibility for the recruitment of jobseekers and 
identifying work opportunities rests with individual councils.  Similar to Tús, participants are 
selected by the Department from those persons in receipt of a jobseekers allowance payment for 
24 months or more. Jobseekers are informed when they have been selected and, once they agree 
to participate, their contact details are passed to the relevant council for recruitment.  

To further support the recruitment process, the Department has recently put arrangements in 
place for jobseekers meeting the criteria to apply to the Department or councils for participation 
on Gateway and for Departmental case officers to nominate suitable candidates for recruitment. 
The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government has also sanctioned 
150 acting-up allowances for existing local authority staff to support the supervision of Gate-
way. Additionally, that Department has provided €2 million to offset the costs of health and 
safety, training for specified tasks and personal protective equipment. 

I believe that there are considerable personal and wider social benefits to jobseekers from 
engaging in worthwhile work in their community. Gateway is modelled on successful schemes 
such as community employment, Tús and the rural social scheme with the same level of pay and 
similar conditions of employment. 

The ambition of the Government is that Gateway will build on these positive initiatives us-
ing the quality working environment, resources and opportunities available to county and city 
councils enabling the long-term unemployed to make a positive contribution to their communi-
ties whilst up-skilling themselves for future prospective employment. 

  Question No. 92 answered with Question No. 89.

10/06/2014WRA01850Data Protection

10/06/2014WRA0190093. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the data protection safe-
guards present in her Department; if she plans to improve these safeguards; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [24106/14]

10/06/2014WRA0200095. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to ensure 
that her Department sufficiently protects the personal data of citizens; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24233/14]

10/06/2014WRA02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
93 and 95 together. 

As one of the largest data controllers in the State, the Department is committed to protecting 
the rights and privacy of individuals in accordance with the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 
and takes its responsibilities in relation to data protection very seriously. 

Every effort is made to ensure that personal customer data is used solely for business pur-
poses and that it is not compromised in any way.  Records of data accesses are kept and are 
subject to audit.  In the rare instance where reports of illegal sharing of information with third 
parties by a member of staff have been substantiated, sanctions up to and including dismissal 
have been applied.

The Department assists An Garda Siochana and/or the Office of the Data Protection Com-
missioner in their investigations and puts substantial resources in place to deal with these. 

The Department has an extensive suite of data protection and information security policies, 
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standards, procedures and guidelines in place governing the use of its computer systems and 
customer data.  Staff members are regularly reminded of their obligations under data protec-
tion and information security policies and of the penalties applicable in respect of any breach 
of these policies. All staff members, every year, must sign undertakings to read and act in ac-
cordance with data protection policies and guidelines, which are kept under constant review 
and are updated as appropriate.  Data protection obligations are also covered on training pro-
grammes for new and existing staff members. 

10/06/2014WRA02150Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

10/06/2014WRA0220094. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to 
enhance social welfare supports available for those persons who were self-employed and now 
find themselves unemployed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24235/14]

10/06/2014WRA02300121. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection when we can 
expect to see reform of the management of social insurance to allow self-employed persons 
access to social welfare during periods when they cannot access work; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24115/14]

10/06/2014WRA02400350. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which the self-employed can qualify for various social welfare supports in the future; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24748/14]

10/06/2014WRA02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
94, 121 and 350 together.

Self-employed persons are liable for PRSI at the class S rate of 4% which entitles them to 
access long-term benefits such as State pension (contributory) and widow’s, widower’s or sur-
viving civil partner’s pension (contributory).  Ordinary employees who have access to the full 
range of social insurance benefits pay class A PRSI at the rate of 4%.  In addition, their employ-
ers make a PRSI contribution of 10.75% in respect of their employees, resulting in the payment 
of a combined 14.75% rate per employee under full-rate PRSI class A.  (For employees earning 
less than €356 per week, the rate of employer’s PRSI is 8.5%).  

Self-employed workers may access social welfare supports by establishing eligibility to as-
sistance-based payments such as jobseeker’s allowance and disability allowance.  In the case of 
jobseeker’s allowance they can apply for the means-tested jobseeker’s allowance if their busi-
ness ceases or if they are on low income as a result of a downturn in demand for their services.  
In assessing means from self-employment, income from the previous twelve months is used 
as an indicator of likely future earnings. Given the variety of self-employment situations, the 
means assessment procedures are applied in a flexible manner to ensure that any circumstances 
that would be likely to lead to a significant variation, either upward or downward, in the level 
of a person’s income from one year to the next are taken into consideration. It is recognised 
that the downturn in the economy had an impact on many self-employed persons and the con-
sequent reduction in their income and activity levels. This may be reflected in any assessment 
of their means from self-employment for jobseeker’s allowance purposes. As in the case of a 
non-self-employed claimant for jobseeker’s allowance or disability allowance, the means of 
husband/wife, civil partner or co-habitant will be taken into account in deciding on entitlement 
to a payment.

In September 2013, I published the report of the Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare 
on Extending Social Insurance Coverage for the self-employed.  The Group was asked to ex-
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amine and report on issues involved in extending social insurance coverage for self-employed 
people in order to establish whether or not such cover is technically feasible and financially 
sustainable, with the requirement that any proposals for change must be cost neutral. 

The Group found that the current system of means tested jobseeker’s allowance payments 
adequately provides cover to self-employed people for the risks associated with unemploy-
ment.  In this context, the Group noted that almost 9 out of every 10 self-employed people who 
claimed the means tested jobseeker’s allowance during the three-year period from 2009 to 2011 
received payment.  Consequently, the Group was not convinced that there was a need for the 
extension of social insurance for the self-employed to provide cover for jobseeker’s benefit. 

The Group found that extending social insurance for the self-employed was warranted in 
cases related to long term sickness or injuries. To this end, the Group recommended that class 
S benefits should be extended to provide cover for people who are permanently incapable of 
work, because of a long-term illness or incapacity, through the invalidity pension and the partial 
capacity benefit schemes. The Group further recommended that the extension of social insur-
ance in this regard should be on a compulsory basis and that the rate of contribution for class S 
should be increased by at least 1.5 percentage points.  

This recommendation will require further consideration in conjunction with the findings of 
the most recent Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund which indicated that the self-
employed achieve better value for money compared to the employed when the comparison 
includes both employer and employee contributions in respect of the employed person.  

My colleagues in Government and I will reflect on the findings of the Advisory Group on 
this issue and will further consider the recommendations contained in the report taking into ac-
count future developments in terms of the budgetary and fiscal situation.

  Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 93.

  Question No. 96 answered with Question No. 89.

10/06/2014WRA02750Community Employment Schemes Places

10/06/2014WRA0280097. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide additional community employment places to a community organisation (details supplied) 
in Dublin 17 regarding a proposed environmental project due to the strong renewed case made 
by the organisation for these places. [24198/14]

10/06/2014WRA02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The organisation in question re-
cently submitted an application for additional places on the Community Employment project.  
The main objective of CE is to enable long-term unemployed people to re-enter the labour 
market through the provision of training and work experience on a fixed-term basis.  While, 
the application submitted details the benefits for the local community, it gives no information 
in relation to training and development of participants or how it will improve their prospects 
of gaining employment.   In the circumstances, it is not proposed to sanction the additional CE 
numbers requested by the organisation.   However, the Department will consider how the pro-
posal might be supported under one of its other employment schemes such as Gateway or Tús. 
Officials will be in contact with the organisation in this regard in the coming weeks.

  Questions Nos. 98 and 99 answered with Question No. 89.
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10/06/2014WRA03050Ombudsman’s Reports

10/06/2014WRA03100100. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to the fact that 491 complaints were made to the Ombudsman about her Depart-
ment last year; and the steps she will take to prevent the reoccurrence of failings identified by 
the Ombudsman. [24117/14]

10/06/2014WRA03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I welcome the publication of the 
Ombudsman’s 2013 annual report.  The Department will examine its contents in detail with a 
view to ensuring issues of concern are addressed. The 491 complaints relating to the Depart-
ment of Social Protection, represents a continuing drop over the last number of years in com-
plaints to the Ombudsman regarding the Department’s decisions, as follows:

2013 – 491

2012 – 624

2011 – 1135

These numbers must be seen in the context of the scale of the Department’s business i.e. 
some 2.1 million claims were processed in 2013 in addition to 1.1 million claim reviews.   It is 
considered the overall statistics are a positive indication of service.  For example Supplemen-
tary Welfare Allowance complaints are down to 51 in 2013 compared to 335 in 2011.   When the 
outcomes of complaints to the Ombudsman are examined, over half or 55% of DSP complaints 
were not upheld, compared to 51% in 2012.  It is important to emphasise that staff in this De-
partment are very conscious of their obligations to claimants and every effort is made to ensure 
people receive the entitlements due to them.

10/06/2014WRA03250Employment Rights

10/06/2014WRA03300101. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will extend the 
definition of insolvency under the Protection of Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act 1984, 
section 4(2) to provide for a situation of informal insolvency to enable employees access the 
insolvency payment scheme where an employer fails to wind up a company as has happened 
in the case of a company (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[23801/14]

10/06/2014WRA03400298. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding the closure of a company; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24685/14]

10/06/2014WRA03500309. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to address the 
legal loophole regarding the definition of insolvency in the Protection of Employees (Employ-
ers’ Insolvency) Acts 1984 to 2006 which has resulted in workers in several companies being 
left without wages when employers cease trading but do not go into liquidation, receivership or 
wind up the company; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23800/14]

10/06/2014WRA03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
101, 298 and 309 together. 

The purpose of the insolvency payments scheme, which operates under the Protection of 
Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act, 1984, which, in turn, derives from EU Council Di-
rective 987/80, is to protect certain outstanding pay-related entitlements due to employees in 
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the event of the insolvency of their employer.   These entitlements include wages, holiday pay, 
sick pay, payment in lieu of minimum notice due under the Minimum Notice & Terms of Em-
ployment Acts, 1973-2001, and certain pension contributions.  Various other statutory awards 
made by the Employment Appeals Tribunal, Rights Commissioners, etc., are also covered by 
the scheme.  

Where a person’s former employer was a limited company, the company must be in liqui-
dation or receivership in order for the person to be eligible to claim under the insolvency pay-
ments scheme.  In such circumstances, the liquidator or receiver becomes the relevant officer 
for submitting claims as he or she has access to the company records and can certify that the 
amounts claimed are in order.   

I am aware that there are cases where companies have ceased trading without engaging 
in a formal winding-up process and that in some such cases those employers owe monies to 
their employees.  Such employees are not eligible for payments under the insolvency payments 
scheme.  My Department is reviewing the position to establish what, if anything, can be done 
to progress payments to individuals in these situations.       

I want to assure the deputy that officials from my Department have been in contact with 
representatives of the former employees of the company to which Deputy Tóibín refers   and 
they are actively engaging with the workers in order to process exceptional needs payments and 
any other relevant applications as quickly as possible.

10/06/2014WRA03650School Meals Programme

10/06/2014WRA03700102. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will increase the 
funding for the school meals programme. [24113/14]

10/06/2014WRA03800103. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to increase 
funding for the school meals programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24229/14]

10/06/2014WRA03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
102 and 103 together.

The school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food services ben-
efitting over 205,000 disadvantaged children.   Despite overall pressures on social welfare fund-
ing, Budget 2013 provided an additional €2 million for the programme, increasing the total allo-
cation from €35 to €37 million.  This increased allocation was used to extend the programme to 
approximately 100 additional DEIS schools in the 2013/2014 academic year, bringing the total 
number of schools/organisations in the scheme to approximately 1,200.  Any further changes to 
the funding for the school meals programme could only be considered in a budgetary context.

10/06/2014WRB00150European Court of Justice Rulings

10/06/2014WRB00200104. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason she has not 
yet acted on the Waterford Crystal decision in the Court of Justice of the European Union; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24108/14]

10/06/2014WRB00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am not in a position to comment 
on individual schemes. However, I can advise that this case is due to be heard in Court in Octo-
ber 2014.   As this matter remains before the courts it would not be appropriate that I comment 
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further on the issues you have raised or any specific aspects of the case at this time.  

10/06/2014WRB00350Rural Social Scheme Assessment

10/06/2014WRB00400105. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection her policy regarding 
the rural social scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24109/14]

10/06/2014WRB00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy is aware, the rural 
social scheme (RSS) provides income support for low income farmers and those engaged in 
fishing who have an entitlement to specified social welfare payments. Participants are engaged 
for 19½ hours per week to provide certain services of benefit to rural communities. The De-
partment has engaged 35 local development companies and Údarás na Gaeltachta to deliver 
the scheme.  The scheme currently provides work opportunities for 2,600 participants and 130 
supervisory staff. The funds allocated for 2014 amount to €45m. This level of funding will al-
low the scheme to continue along the same lines in 2014 as in previous years but does not allow 
for the recruitment above the numbers stated above. As of week ending 6th June, 2,562 partici-
pants and 130 supervisors were engaged on the RSS.  As with all schemes, the Department is 
required to ensure that the RSS remains effective, provides value for money and is in line with 
other Government policies.  A Focused Policy Assessment on the Scheme was carried out by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and the results were published in recent months.  The As-
sessment highlights the difficulty in assessing the impact and benefits from the Scheme and that 
it is generally out of line with current Government policy, which is focused on having greater 
targeting of labour market activation and on the integration of income support schemes with 
activation. The Assessment also concluded that while there are social inclusion aspects to the 
RSS, these are not clearly defined and an improved activation component would be beneficial.  

The Department is examining the conclusions made in the Assessment, together with the 
recommendations contained in the Review of Employment Support Schemes which was pub-
lished by the Department in early 2013. This is with a view to determining the measures that 
need to be implemented to improve the delivery and focus of the RSS, whilst ensuring the con-
tinued support for the provision of services across rural areas.

Question No. 106 answered with Question No. 88.

10/06/2014WRB00650Social Welfare Offices

10/06/2014WRB00700107. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the tendering arrange-
ments that have been put in place for the renting of offices for social welfare branch offices; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24159/14]

10/06/2014WRB00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Opportunities to provide Branch 
Office services on behalf of the Department are advertised in the National and Local Press.  Fol-
lowing inspection of proposed premises and interview by Departmental officials, the successful 
candidate is offered an appointment as Branch Manager on a contract for services basis.  The 
contract is awarded subject to the provision of adequate accommodation and staffing.   An all-
inclusive payment is made in respect of Branch Offices where the average claimload is below 
500 per week. Remuneration in respect of an office with an average claim load in excess of that 
number comprises three elements i.e. a Basic Salary, Tiered Services Allowance and Variable 
Costs Allowance.  The Services Allowance is payable subject to the maintenance by Branch 
Managers of an adequate standard of accommodation and is intended to cover all operational 
costs.
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10/06/2014WRB00850National Internship Scheme Data

10/06/2014WRB00900108. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of compa-
nies and State agencies who have utilised JobBridge since its foundation; if she is satisfied that 
the internship programme is not creating displacement; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24107/14]

10/06/2014WRB01000310. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Social Protection the State agencies 
under his remit that have used and/or are currently using the JobBridge scheme; the number of 
JobBridge placements in State agencies in 2013; if any State agency takes on interns who do not 
receive any payment during their internship; the names of these agencies; and the total number 
of unpaid internships in State agencies in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[23686/14]

10/06/2014WRB01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
108 and 310 together.

Table 1 contains details of those State agencies that have participated in JobBridge since it 
commenced on 1 July, 2011.  Table 2 contains details of JobBridge internships that commenced 
in 2013 with State agencies.  Internships other than JobBridge internships in State agencies fall 
outside the remit of the Minister for Social Protection.  As of 3 June, 2014, 13,433 host organi-
sations had participated in JobBridge since it was launched on 1 July, 2011.  Of those, 1,378 
host organisations were in the Public Sector.  While the independent evaluation of JobBridge 
undertaken by Indecon International Economic Consultants and launched by the Taoiseach and 
I on 1 May, 2013, found that there is a higher rate of progression into employment among par-
ticipants who completed  their internships in private sector organisations, at 54.8%, compared 
to 41.2% among participants who  undertook their internship in a public sector organisation and 
43% within the community and voluntary  sector, it was also found that, in every sector, Job-
Bridge internships are providing effective and high quality real-workplace experience to break 
the cycle where the unemployed, even those with good vocational or academic qualifications 
have difficulty securing employment without demonstrable work experience. 

The exceptional rates of progression into employment among interns in the public sector, 
where a recruitment moratorium limits possibility of progression into employment with the host 
organisation, make it clear that the benefits gained by interns in public and voluntary sector host 
organisations significantly improve their employability and facilitate them in gaining employ-
ment either with their host organisation or with another employer.

I am satisfied that there is minimal displacement created by JobBridge on foot of the in-
dependent evaluation.  Host organisations are required to give an undertaking that there is no 
displacement of existing employees when advertising an internship opportunity.  Where dis-
placement is alleged it is dealt with vigorously by the Department.

In order to protect the intern and to ensure the integrity of JobBridge, a variety of control 
measures and criteria are in place to prevent displacement of an existing position and to ensure 
appropriate training and development and that appropriate mentoring and support is provided to 
the intern.  In addition to the initial vetting of advertisements and the requirement for the host 
organisation to participate in monthly compliance reporting, the Department has conducted 
over 6,400 onsite monitoring visits, either randomised visits/inspections with host organisa-
tions or for the investigation of complaints received from interns or concerned individuals.  The 
Department treats such complaints very seriously.

Table 1 - State Agencies that have participated in JobBridge
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STATE AGENCY
Adoption Authority of Ireland
An Bord Altranais
An Chomhairle Leabharlanna / The Library Council
An Garda Síochána
Athlone Town Council
Ballina Town Council
Ballyfermot Citizens Information Service
Ballymun Whitehall Area Partnership
Bord Bia
Bord Gáis Networks
Bord na Mona Plc
Bord Scannán na hÉireann/Irish Film Board
Border Regional Authority
Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly
Bray Town Council
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland
Canal Communities Partnership
Carlow County Council
Carlow County Enterprise Board 
Castlebar Town Council
Cavan and Monaghan ETB
Cavan Local Authorities 
Central Bank of Ireland
Central Statistics Office
Chester Beatty Library
Child and Family Agency Louth
Citizens Information Board
City of Cork VEC
City of Dublin Education and Training Board
City of Limerick VEC
City of Waterford VEC
Clare County Council
Clare County Enterprise Board
Co Cavan VEC
Co Cork VEC
Co Monaghan MABS
Co. Waterford VEC
Co. Wicklow VEC
Coillte
Commission for Aviation Regulation
Commission for Energy Regulation
Competition Authority
Cork City Coroners Office
Cork City Council
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STATE AGENCY
Cork City Enterprise Board Ltd.
Cork County Council
Cork Opera House
County Dublin VEC
County Kildare Leader Partnership
County Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee
Courts Service
Crafts Council of Ireland
Defence Forces
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
Department of Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht
Department of Defence - Newbridge
Department of Education & Skills
Department of Finance
Department of Health 
Department of Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation
Department of Justice & Equality
Department of Public Expenditure & Reform
Department of Social Protection
Department of the Taoiseach
Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport
Dept of Environment, Community & Local Government
Dept. of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources
Donegal County Council
Donegal County Enterprise Board
Drogheda Port Company
Dublin Airport Authority
Dublin Bus
Dublin City Council - Woodquay
Dublin Institute of Technology
Dublin Tourism
Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council
Dún Laoghaire VEC
Dundalk Institute of Technology
Dungarvan Town Council
Dungarvan VTOS
Enterprise Ireland
Environmental Protection Agency
Equality Authority
Equality Tribunal 
ESB (Head Office)
Fáilte Ireland
Family Support Agency
Fingal County Council
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STATE AGENCY
Food Safety Authority of Ireland
Forfás
Galway City Council
Galway County & City Enterprise Board
Galway County Council 
Health Service Executive
Health and Safety Authority
Heritage Council
Human Rights Commission
IDA Ireland
Personal Injuries Assessment Board
Inland Fisheries Ireland
Irish Aviation Authority
Irish Medicines Board
Irish Museum of Modern Art
Irish Sports Council
Irish Water Safety
Kerry County Council
Kerry Education and Training Board
Kildare County Council
Kildare County Enterprise Board Ltd
Kilkenny County Enterprise Board
Laois and Offaly Education and Training Board
Laois County Council  
Laois County Enterprise Board Limited
Léargas
Legal Aid Board
Leitrim County Council
Limerick City Adult Education Service
Limerick City Council
Limerick City Enterprise Board
Limerick County Council
Limerick County Enterprise Board
Limerick Social Services Council Ltd
Local Government Management Agency
Longford County Council
Louth & Meath Education & Training Board
Louth County Council
Louth Leader Partnership
Marine Institute
Mayo County Council
Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim ETB
Meath County Council
Medical Council
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STATE AGENCY
Midland Regional Authority
Monaghan County Council
Muintearas
National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA)
National Concert Hall
National Gallery of Ireland
National Museum of Ireland
North & East Kerry Development
North Cork Adult Education Services
North Cork Enterprise Board
North Tipperary County Council
North Tipperary Leader Partnership
Offaly County Council
Office of Public Works
Office of the Attorney General
Office Of the Chief State Solicitor
Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General
Office of the Ombudsman
Office of the Pensions Ombudsman
Office of the Secretary General to the President
Oireachtas Library & Research Service
Port of Waterford
Private Residential Tenancies Board
Radio Telefís Éireann
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland
Revenue
Roscommon County Council
Roscommon County Enterprise Board Ltd
Science Foundation Ireland
Sligo County Council
South Cork Enterprise Board
South Dublin County Council
South Tipperary County Council
South-East Regional Authority
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
Teagasc
TG4
State Laboratory
Tipperary North County Enterprise Board Ltd.
Tipperary SR County Enterprise Board Ltd
Tourism Ireland
Valuation Office
Waterford City Council 
Waterford County Council
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STATE AGENCY
Waterways Ireland
Western Development Commission
Westmeath County Council
Westmeath County Enterprise Board Ltd
Wexford Arts Centre
Wexford Local Authorities
Wicklow County Council
Wicklow County Enterprise Board

Table 2 - JobBridge Internships that commenced in 2013 with State Agencies

Completed Early Completed Full Ongoing Total
1 1 - 2
- 1 - 1
2 1 1 4
- 1 - 1
2 - 1 3
1 - - 1
6 8 8 22
- 2 - 2
3 - 1 4
8 8 5 21
- 1 - 1
1 1 1 3
- 1 - 1
4 2 1 7
- - 1 1
- - 1 1
1 - - 1
1 - - 1
- - 1 1
3 10 4 17
23 24 5 52
- 1 1 2
- 1 - 1
1 - 1
2 1 3
9 15 27 51

6 2 8
2 3 5

3 2 5
- 1 2 3
- - 1 1
- 1 - 1
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Completed Early Completed Full Ongoing Total
4 3 7
8 3 4 15
4 3 3 10
2 2 - 4
- 2 - 2
1 2 - 3
8 1 2 11
8 15 5 28
1 - - 1
5 10 2 17
3 - 3 6
4 4 1 9
- 1 - 1
6 5 3 14
1 - - 1
6 3 2 11
13 8 2 23
26 14 7 47
8 6 1 15
3 1 12 16
- 1 - 1
5 13 8 26
- - 1 1
38 36 17 91
6 8 4 18
1 - - 1
- 1 - 1
1 - - 1
- 1 3 4
4 - - 4
1 10 1 12
1 - 5 6
- - 1 1
- 1 - 1
2 - - 2
2 1 1 4
2 6 2 10
4 3 3 10
7 6 8 21
- 2 - 2
- 1 - 1
1 - - 1
- - 1 1
1 1 2
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Completed Early Completed Full Ongoing Total
- 1 1 2
10 9 3 22
6 17 6 29
3 - 1 4
1 1 - 2
1 - 1 2
2 - 4 6
3 1 - 4
- - 1 1
1 - - 1
- 3 1 4
4 2 1 7
- 1 - 1
6 8 5 19
1 1 - 2
1 5 1 7
10 10 4 24
2 - 1 3
- 1 - 1
2 2
- 2 1 3
- - 3 3
1 1 - 2
- 1 - 1
- 1 1 2
2 4 - 6
2 3 - 5
8 10 5 23
2 2 - 4
1 5 2 8
- 1 2 3
5 1 1 7
32 32 10 74
1 1 - 2
1 - - 1
3 5 4 12
10 9 3 22
- 1 - 1
- 1 1 2
- 1 - 1
- 1 - 1
6 7 3 16
1 - - 1
386 414 234 1034
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10/06/2014WRB01150Social Welfare Appeals Waiting Times

10/06/2014WRB01200109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which her Department continues to monitor the time taken to process appeals for various means 
tested payments or claims based on a medical entitlement; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [24226/14]

10/06/2014WRB01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The processing times for appeals, 
which I will make available to the house, are kept under review in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office and I am kept apprised of the situation by the Chief Appeals Officer. I am satisfied that 
significant progress has been made in addressing the Appeals backlog. The average process-
ing time for appeals peaked in 2011 when the average time for an oral hearing was 52.5 weeks 
and for a summary decision was 25.1 weeks.  In 2012 the average processing time for an oral 
hearing dropped to 39.5 weeks and the time for a summary decision increased slightly to 27.8 
weeks.  Further improvements were achieved in 2013, when the average appeal processing 
time reduced to 33.9 weeks for an oral hearing and 25.8 weeks for a summary decision, and to 
date in 2014.  As at 31 May 2014, the time taken to process an appeal requiring an oral hearing 
reduced to 29.9 weeks and 22.5 weeks for a summary decision.   The following table provides 
a breakdown by scheme of appeal processing times for all scheme types for 2012, 2013 and to 
the end of May 2014. 

Appeals processing times by scheme

Scheme Total weeks 2012 Total weeks 
2013

Total weeks (1st 
January to 31 
May 2014)

Adoptive Benefit 51.2 34.2 25.2
Blind Pension 26.5 15.8 31.3
Carers Allowance 33.8 28.5 20.8
Carers Benefit 24.0 18.7 24.1
Child Benefit 52.4 33.1 24.2
Disability Allowance 33.3 31.0 25.9
Illness Benefit 39.2 40.7 47.7
Domiciliary Care Allowance 32.2 38.1 22.3
Deserted Wives Benefit 49.4 25.7 64.7
Deserted Wives Allowance 32.0 62.2 41.8
Farm Assist 31.1 9.6 29.4
Bereavement Grant 24.2 26.6 13.3
Family Income Supplement 23.5 20.7 27.4
Invalidity Pension 37.1 28.8 30.5
Liable Relatives 56.2 39.3 18.1
One Parent Family Payment 36.3 45.8 36.5
Maternity Benefit 32.8 33.4 24.7
State Pension (Con) 48.9 28.9 31.6
State Pension (Non-Con) 37.9 35.1 28.3
State Pension (Transition) 35.3 29.9 52.5
Occupational Injury Benefit 36.5 28.3 52.9
Occupational Injury Benefit 
(Medical)

103.5 35.0 44.1
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Scheme Total weeks 2012 Total weeks 
2013

Total weeks (1st 
January to 31 
May 2014)

Disablement Pension 39.4 155.9 29.8
Incapacity Supplement 45.2 41.0 28.6
Guardian’s Payment (Con) 37.1 64.9 20.5
Guardian’s Payment (Non-
Con)

39.2 27.5 19.6

Pre-Retirement Allowance 54.6 37.3 28.2
Jobseeker’s Allowance 
(Means)

42.0 - 22.6

Jobseeker’s Allowance 36.3 26.5   5.3
JA/JB Fraud Control (2 cases) 126.1 22.8 24.6
Jobseeker’s Benefit 36.4 27.0 19.8
Respite Care Grant 28.0 24.6 61.8
Insurability of Employment 68.0 56.5   4.6
Supplementary Welfare  Al-
lowance

18.1 20.7 20.0

Treatment Benefits 24.3 27.7 20.8
Survivor’s Pension (Con) 32.9 22.7 36.0
Survivor’s Pension (Non-con) 26.0 43.1 34.1
Widows Parent Grant 23.2 26.3 22.6
All Appeals 33.1 29.0 25.1

10/06/2014WRB01350Money Advice and Budgeting Service

10/06/2014WRB01400110. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will reverse the 
decision to end the Lough payment scheme also known as MABSlink. [24200/14]

10/06/2014WRB01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are a number of Money 
Advice and Budgeting Services (MABS) companies which have been assisting and support-
ing their clients with a facility to make direct deductions from their social welfare payments 
for bill paying purposes through historical arrangements put in place by Cork MABS and the 
Lough Credit Union, using the Household Budget facility operated by An Post.  This arrange-
ment is known as the Lough Payment Scheme or MABSlink. The purpose of the Household 
Budget facility is to facilitate deductions from social welfare payments for specified creditors.  
The Lough Payment Scheme catered for a variety of creditors, some outside those specified 
for the Household Budget facility.  In order to regularise these arrangements, the local MABS 
companies which have clients currently availing of the Lough Payment Scheme are working 
with these clients to explore alternative arrangements for paying their bills.  The Citizens Infor-
mation Board, which has statutory responsibility for the Money Advice and Budgeting Service 
(MABS) is liaising with the local MABS companies concerned.  Particular effort is being made 
to ensure that suitable alternative options are made available and that clients will be fully sup-
ported through the transition to the alternative arrangement.  I am informed that the current 
arrangements will continue for the remaining clients on an administrative basis in the interim.

10/06/2014WRB01550Homeless Accommodation Provision
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10/06/2014WRB01600111. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
review the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24231/14]

10/06/2014WRB01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Mid Leinster Rents Unit in the 
Department has contacted the Homeless Section in Wicklow County Council on behalf of the 
client concerned. The client has been previously advised that a higher rent limit may be con-
sidered once supporting medical documentation has been supplied. The client should forward 
relevant documentation to the Department to allow further consideration.

10/06/2014WRB01750Employment Support Services

10/06/2014WRB01800112. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of the im-
portance of increasing participation in employment for persons with a disability, if she will 
consider opening up all labour activation programmes to persons on some disability payments; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24111/14]

10/06/2014WRB01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This Government recognises the 
importance of increasing participation in employment for persons with a disability and is com-
mitted to removing any barriers that remain which prevent those persons with disabilities from 
participating activation programmes and employment.  A wide range of activation programmes 
are available to persons with disabilities which cover both mainstream and specialised supports.   
In terms of mainstream provision, people with a disability can access all activation programmes 
- for example, SOLAS training courses, Community Employment schemes and JobBridge.  For 
those previously receiving a social welfare payment, they will either retain that payment or 
move to a training allowance or temporary employment payment, depending on their individual 
circumstances.

In addition to access to its mainstream provision, Solas also funds customised training for 
people with disabilities provided by a range of Specialist Training Providers.  The Department 
of Social Protection also provides a wide range of income and work-related supports specifi-
cally for people with disabilities.  Work-related supports include:

- the EmployAbility service (formerly the Supported Employment Programme) which fa-
cilitates the integration of people with disabilities into paid employment in the open labour 
market; and 

- a number of other supports specifically for employers (the Wage Subsidy Scheme - which 
pays an employer a subsidy for employing a person with a disability; the Work Equipment Ad-
aptation Grant, the Employee Retention Grant, and the Disability Awareness Scheme). 

In addition, the Department launched the Disability Activation Project (DACT) at the end 
of 2012.  DACT is based in the Borders, Midland and Western (BMW) region and covers four 
specific strands associated with the employment of people with disabilities.  DACT will provide 
invaluable guidance as to how best to further develop effective activation measures generally 
for people with disabilities into the future.

Furthermore, the Department also funds the WAM (Willing Able Mentoring) project, the 
objective of which is to bring graduates and employers together to promote access to the labour 
market for graduates with disabilities.  

In short, the Department, in co-operation with the Department of Education and Skills, is 
committed to supporting people with disabilities to participate more fully in employment and 
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to become more self-sufficient by providing supports that address barriers they may encounter 
in finding and sustaining work employment.

10/06/2014WRB01950Community Welfare Services

10/06/2014WRB02000113. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection if the operation of commu-
nity welfare services, following the reorganisation with a new focus on telephone services and 
home visits has been monitored and kept under review; if her Department has sought feedback; 
if any recommendations have arisen; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24122/14]

10/06/2014WRB02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A key objective of the transfer of 
the Community Welfare Service (CWS) from the Health Service Executive to the Department 
on 1st October 2011 was to provide a streamlined and consistent service to the customer. As part 
of this process and to support the Department’s activation commitments under the Pathways to 
Work Programme and the development of Intreo services nationally, it has been necessary to 
review the administration of all its services across its remit including the CWS. Overall, this has 
resulted in a rebalancing of resources across the Department’s range of activities including the 
relocation of some staff to main centres, primarily Intreo offices, which will provide a full range 
of services, including the CWS and these will, in general, be available in one location. Where 
the community welfare service has been re-structured, alternative arrangements have been put 
in place to ensure that customers are provided with on-going access to the supports provided by 
the service including increased frequency of clinics and improved phone services. If a person 
is unable to travel to a clinic, for example due to illness, alternative arrangements are in place 
including arranging a visit to the client’s home if necessary.  People claiming supports under 
the supplementary welfare allowance scheme generally only interact with the Department on 
an occasional basis, for example, when seeking an exceptional needs payment or in claiming 
additional supports such as rent supplement, which are usually reviewed once to twice yearly.  
Feedback from the community welfare service staff and interaction with customers in relation 
to the restructured service is positive and the service is providing benefits to customers includ-
ing the removal of unnecessary travel to clinics through greater use of the phone system, meet-
ings by appointment which has improved queuing times and increased availability of officers in 
particular locations to process and investigate applications. 

The Department continuously reviews all areas of its business, to ensure that the best use is 
made of available resources with a view to providing an efficient service to those who rely on 
the schemes operated by the Department and that the services provided are reconstituted, where 
necessary, to meet the changing needs of Irish society.   

Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 89.

10/06/2014WRB02250Social Welfare Fraud Data

10/06/2014WRB02300115. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she is tak-
ing to reduce the incidence of fraud overpayment in child benefit; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24203/14]

10/06/2014WRB02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Child benefit is a universal month-
ly payment made to the parents/guardians for the support of their children.  As at 31 May 2014, 
child benefit is in payment to around 614,122 families in respect of some 1.175 million children 
with an estimated expenditure of around €1.9 billion in 2014.  Safeguarding the child benefit 
budget is a priority and in this regard the Department has taken a proactive approach to ensur-



Questions - Written Answers

121

ing that it is only paid to eligible families. A policy of issuing eligibility certificates to parents 
commenced in 2008 and is still in operation. The control policy for the scheme was reviewed 
in 2010 to ensure that controls in place to prevent fraud and abuse continue to be effective and 
relevant. As a result of this review, additional enhanced and updated control measures have 
been devised and implemented.  The Department carried out a Fraud and Error survey on child 
benefit in 2012 which confirmed the Department’s view that the child benefit scheme is a low 
risk scheme in terms of fraud and error.  In addition, the percentage of savings arising from 
the eligibility reviews has been falling year on year proving the effectiveness of the control 
programme and indicating that the existing control policy is effective. Control savings in 2013 
were some €77 million. An overpayment recovery policy is also actively implemented by child 
benefit section to ensure that any money claimed fraudulently is recovered.  The child benefit 
control programme will continue to be kept under regular review to ensure that fraud across the 
customer base continues to be minimised. 

10/06/2014WRB02450Family Income Supplement Payments

10/06/2014WRB02500116. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she is tak-
ing to increase the uptake of family income supplement; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24202/14]

10/06/2014WRB02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Family income supplement (FIS) 
is an employee incentive scheme for low-income working families, including one-parent fami-
lies, aimed at supporting them through supplementing their income while they remain in work.  
There has been a steady growth both in the number of families supported by FIS over recent 
years and associated expenditure as set out in the table.  Expenditure on the FIS scheme is esti-
mated to be €281.7 million in 2014, up €20 million on 2013.   

Year Number in payment  (approx.) Expenditure  (€ Millions) 
2011 28,875 204.5
2012 32,310 223.6
2013 44,160 261.5 (provisional) 

The Department avails of every opportunity in its engagement with employers and jobseek-
ers to build awareness of the availability of FIS and how this payment may benefit potential 
employees with children.  The increasing numbers of families in receipt of FIS is testament to 
the effectiveness of the Department’s information strategy for the scheme and the significant 
improvements in customer service and processing times for FIS customers. 

The Departments web site www.welfare.ie has full information on the FIS scheme and pro-
vides typical family scenarios to aid understanding and provide comparisons.  This information 
is also available in all the Department local offices, CICs and information offices.  

In addition a series of road-shows have also been held around the country designed to in-
form employers about the wide range of employment support services provided by the Depart-
ment, including FIS.  Case Officers in each locality will specifically use FIS as an incentive to 
move people from the long-term Live Register to employment.

Furthermore, the Department launched a Benefit of Work ready reckoner in December last 
year.  The ready reckoner gives an indication of the difference between a person’s potential in-
work payment, including FIS, and current out-of-work payments.  



10 June 2014

122

The Department will shortly be launching a poster campaign in its Intreo centres and local 
offices to further promote FIS. 

In conclusion, I am satisfied that the FIS scheme is being  promoted and evidence shows 
that it is fulfilling its role in assisting employees to take up employment opportunities and to 
remain at work. 

10/06/2014WRB02650Household Benefits Scheme

10/06/2014WRB02700117. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that where a spouse or partner is permanently resident in a nursing home 
and in receipt of the fair deal that the partner or spouse remaining at home is denied the benefits 
of the household benefits package and free fuel allowances as the income the partner or spouse 
in the nursing home continues to be included in the household budget; if she will make the 
changes necessary to remove this anomaly from the social welfare code; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24114/14]

10/06/2014WRB02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Some 410,000 customers have re-
ceived the fuel allowance of €20 per week for 26 weeks from October to April, at an estimated 
cost of €208 million in 2014. The allowance is subject to a means test. The household benefits 
package is also paid to 410,000 customers at an estimated cost of €230 million in 2014. This 
allowance is subject to a means test for those aged under 70.  If a person is one of a couple 
and is not separated then the Department will assess them as a couple in the fuel allowance or 
household benefits means test. The means tests are based on income and do not take account 
of expenditure.  There is no disregard available for nursing home fees. In general the income 
limits for the schemes are higher for couples with the highest income limit available to couples 
aged over 66 years of age. 

I would like to thank the Deputy for raising this issue. All our schemes are kept under review 
and I will keep this issue under consideration. The biggest single block of expenditure in the 
Department is expenditure on pensions which will amount to €6.5 billion, or 33% of overall 
expenditure which was provided for in the Estimate for 2014. The focus of the Department is 
on maintaining the rate of the State pension and other core payments which is critical in relation 
to protecting people from poverty. 

10/06/2014WRB02850Farm Assist Scheme Eligibility

10/06/2014WRB02900118. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection her policy regarding 
the farm assist scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24110/14]

10/06/2014WRB03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Farm Assist is a means-tested 
income support scheme for farmers.  To qualify for Farm Assist, a person must be a farmer, 
farming land in the State, aged between 18 and 66 and satisfy a means test.  There were just 
over 10,300 recipients of farm assist at end December last and nearly €99.5 million was spent 
on the scheme in 2013.  The farm assist scheme is based on jobseeker’s allowance and was 
introduced in 1999 to replace ‘Smallholders Unemployment Assistance’ for low income farm-
ers.  Farm assist recipients retain all the advantages of the jobseeker’s allowance scheme such 
as retention of secondary benefits and access to activation programmes.   Recent changes to the 
scheme have brought it into closer alignment with the jobseeker’s allowance scheme’s treat-
ment of self-employed persons.
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The assessment of means for the purpose of qualifying for farm assist is designed to reflect 
the actual net income from farming.  Income and expenditure figures for the preceding year are 
generally used as an indicator of the expected position in the following year.  However, account 
is taken of any exceptional circumstances so as to ensure that the assessment accurately reflects 
the current situation.  

The scheme, including the recent changes, is kept under ongoing review.  Last year I met 
with representatives from the Irish Farmers Association to discuss a number of issues including 
the farm assist scheme.  

10/06/2014WRB03050Social Welfare Code

10/06/2014WRB03100119. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection in respect of 
Members’ inquiry lines, when a Deputy puts a query into a social welfare section for example 
on carer’s allowance and repeatedly checks for an update to the query with the consent of the 
constituent, do regulations stipulate that a decision on a case can no longer be given to the 
Deputy directly or to his or her staff until her Department has written to the constituent; if this 
is the case, when was this regulation brought into effect; and if so, the way a Deputy’s office 
can continue to represent a constituent on their behalf in relation to social welfare queries; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24124/14]

10/06/2014WRB03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In relation to the T.D. enquiry 
lines there are no regulations in place which stipulate that decisions on a case, once made, can-
not be given to a Deputy directly or to his/her staff until her Department has written out to the 
customer themselves. When a Deputy or their staff makes an enquiry on a case they will receive 
the most up-to-date information on the status of the claim so that they can update the constituent 
directly. The Department strives at all times to ensure that all queries from Deputies, are dealt 
with  efficiently and promptly.

10/06/2014WRB03250Employment Support Services

10/06/2014WRB03300120. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection the initiatives her 
Department has undertaken since April 2011 to increase the participation in employment of 
persons with a disability; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24112/14]

10/06/2014WRB03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department provides a wide 
range of income and work related supports for people with disabilities.  Work related supports 
include the EmployAbility service (formerly the Supported Employment Programme) which 
facilitates the integration of people with disabilities into paid employment in the open labour 
market; and a number of other supports specifically for employers (the Wage Subsidy Scheme 
- which pays an employer a subsidy for employing a person with a disability - the Work Equip-
ment Adaptation Grant, the Employee Retention Grant, and the Disability Awareness Scheme). 

The most significant additional initiative that the Department has undertaken to increase 
the participation in employment of people with a disability in the period since April 2011 is the 
Disability Activation Project (DACT) which I launched at the end of 2012.  The DACT Project 
is jointly funded by the European Social Fund and the Department of Social Protection and is 
providing funding in excess of €7 million to some fourteen different projects in the Borders, 
Midlands and Western (BMW) region.  These projects will run until end-April 2015 and cover 
four specific strands associated with the employment of people with disabilities: improving ac-
cess to employment; progression programmes for young people with a disability; support for 
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progression and retention of people with an acquired disability; and innovative employer initia-
tives.  By way of illustration, the projects being supported include:

- a project which is developing  individualised occupational therapy programmes to enable 
people affected by arthritis to overcome the barriers they face in accessing, remaining in or 
returning to work;

- a project which is developing an interagency response to meet the needs of young people 
with learning disabilities;

- a project which aims to significantly broaden the number of employers who employ peo-
ple with disabilities by increasing awareness of the capabilities, skills and competencies to be 
found among people with disabilities as well as highlighting the supports available to employ-
ers in this area.  

As well as the immediate positive outcomes which are being generated for those people 
participating, the outcomes of all of the projects will also provide valuable guidance as to how 
best to further develop effective activation measures generally for people with disabilities into 
the future.

I should mention also that the Department funds the WAM (Willing Able Mentoring) proj-
ect, the objective of which is to bring graduates and employers together to promote access to 
the labour market for graduates with disabilities.  

The Department is deeply committed to supporting people with disabilities to participate 
more fully in society and to become more self-sufficient by providing supports that address 
barriers they may encounter in finding work and at work.

  Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 94.

10/06/2014WRB03550Civil Registration Legislation

10/06/2014WRB03600122. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding the 
Civil Registration Bill 2014; when this Bill will be introduced; and if, in view of the regrettable 
delays at amending the law regarding the issuance of death certificates of Irish persons who die 
while abroad, the Bill will have sufficient retrospective applicability. [24123/14]

10/06/2014WRB03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Bill is currently being drafted 
by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to the Government.  Drafting is at an advanced stage 
and it is my intention to seek Cabinet approval for the publication of the Bill in the coming 
weeks.  The legislation will provide for the development of a mechanism to record the deaths 
of Irish persons normally resident in the State who die while on short-term absences from the 
State.  When a person dies abroad the death is registered by the authorities in that country, from 
which a certified copy of the death registration is obtainable.  In general, only deaths which oc-
cur within the State can be registered here although there are some exceptions, such as the death 
of a person on board an Irish aircraft, the death of a member of the security forces serving out-
side the State or where a death occurs in a country which does not have a system in place to reg-
ister deaths.   I realise that it is very important for families to have the death of their loved one 
abroad recorded in Ireland.  In this regard, the Department has examined options for providing 
a mechanism that deals with these cases in a way that addresses the concerns of families while 
ensuring the validity of the current registration process.  An important part of this proposal is 
that there will be retrospective applicability.
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  Question No. 123 answered with Question No. 86.

10/06/2014WRB03850Employment Support Services

10/06/2014WRB03900124. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide an update on the JobPath tender process; her views on whether the privatisation of social 
protection services proposed gives rise to a danger of supports focusing on those amongst the 
long-term unemployed that are easiest to place at the expense of those with more intensive sup-
port needs also known as parking and creaming which has been the experience in Britain where 
a similar model to JobPath has already been unsuccessfully tested; and if she will consider halt-
ing the tender process even at this late stage in view of objections [24121/14]

10/06/2014WRB04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobPath is a new programme of 
employment activation aimed specifically at the long-term unemployed and those most distant 
from the labour market with the primary objective of assisting such persons to gain sustainable 
employment.  The Department is currently in the process of evaluating tenders for the provision 
of the service.  The allocation of additional resources to the activation of long term unemployed 
people was the focus of an updated “Pathways to Work” policy statement published in July 
2013 (PTW 2013).  Having examined various resourcing and contracting options, and taking 
note of recommendations by the OECD among others, it was decided to procure additional ca-
pacity from providers with expertise and experience in the provision of employment supports 
or related services.  This additional capacity will augment the Department’s own activation 
capacity as well as that already delivered under contract.  Currently the Department has some 
50 contracts in place for the provision of Local Employment Services and Job Clubs in 75 loca-
tions around the country.   It is important to note that JobPath is not intended to be a substitute 
or replacement for any of the services currently offered by the Department either directly or 
via LES and JobsClubs; rather it will provide an additional element of support to enable people 
who are long-term unemployed and those most distant from the labour market to enter/re-enter 
employment or progress towards employment.

In designing JobPath the Department has taken on board experiences in various jurisdictions 
with regard to such contracting, as well as its own experience from its current contracted provi-
sion. In order to mitigate the potential for “creaming and parking” JobPath has been designed so 
that the Department controls the referral process, higher payments are made for those who are 
more difficult to place into sustainable employment and poor performance by contractors can 
result in financial penalties.  In addition, unlike the position in UK, contractors must, subject 
to financial penalty, guarantee every JobPath participant a baseline level of service irrespective 
of the degree of difficulty in placing them into sustainable employment.  JobPath has therefore 
been designed with a focus on regular and on-going engagement with individual Jobseekers to 
ensure all clients while on JobPath receive an appropriate service. 

10/06/2014WRC00150Unemployment Data

10/06/2014WRC00200125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a breakdown of 
the numbers of long-term unemployed by gender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24747/14]

10/06/2014WRC00300The Taoiseach: The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of 
estimates of  unemployment in the State.

The table shows the number of persons aged 15 years and over classified by gender and 
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duration of unemployment (ILO) and the long-term unemployment rate in each quarter from  
Quarter 1 2013 to Quarter 1 2014.

Long-term unemployment is defined as the number of persons unemployed for 1 year and 
over.

Persons aged 15 years and over classified by gender and duration of unemployment 
(ILO) 

                                                                                                                                               ‘000

- Q1 13 Q2 13 Q3 13 Q4 13 Q1 14
Males - - - - -
Less than 1 
year

59.0 63.9 60.0 48.6 53.3

1 year and 
over

126.2 123.3 115.9 108.7 107.6

Not stated * * * * *
Total 186.9 189.6 179.0 158.9 163.5
Females - - - - -
Less than 1 
year

49.8 57.9 53.6 46.6 45

1 year and 
over

54.4 51.8 49.2 46.8 48.5

Not stated * * * * *
Total 105.1 111.2 103.8 94.3 94.6
All Persons - - - - -
Less than 1 
year

108.8 121.8 113.7 95.2 98.3

1 year and 
over

180.5 175*.0 165.1 155.5 156.2

Not stated * [3.9] [4.1] [3.6]
Total 292.0 300.7 282.9 253.2 258.1
Long-term 
unemploy-
ment rate %

- - - - -

Males 10.7 10.3 9.6 9.1 9.1
Females 5.7 5.3 5.0 4.8 5.1
All Persons 8.4 8.1 7.6 7.2 7.3
Data may be subject to future revision.

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

*  Estimates are too small to be considered reliable.

Parentheses [ ] indicate where estimates are considered to have a wider margin of error and 
should be treated with caution.

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office.
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10/06/2014WRC00350Unemployment Data

10/06/2014WRC00400126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the extent to which the numbers on 
the live register have fluctuated on an annual basis over the past six years to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24749/14]

10/06/2014WRC00500The Taoiseach: The Live Register series gives a monthly breakdown of the number of 
people claiming Jobseeker’s Benefit, Jobseeker’s Allowance and other registrants as registered 
with the Department of Social Protection.  The table contains the annual average number of 
persons on the Live Register for each year from 2008 to 2013.

It should be noted that the Live Register is not a definitive measure of unemployment as it 
includes part-time workers, and seasonal and casual workers entitled to Jobseeker’s Benefit or 
Allowance.

Annual average number of persons on the Live Register, 2008-2013

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Total 226,735 398,159 441,689 444,905 436,254 418,950
Source: CSO Live Register

10/06/2014WRC00550EU Meetings

10/06/2014WRC00600127. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the issues that were discussed at the May 
EU Council meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23612/14]

10/06/2014WRC00700128. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he had any bilaterals when he was in 
Brussels on 27 May; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23613/14]

10/06/2014WRC00800134. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the discussions he has had at the May 
EU Council meeting regarding the EU digital economy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24097/14]

10/06/2014WRC00900135. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the specific areas on unemployment that 
were discussed at the May EU Council meeting; the actions to be taken; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24098/14]

10/06/2014WRC01000The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 127, 128, 134 and 135 together.

I attended the Informal meeting of Heads of State or Government in Brussels on 27 May.  
We discussed the results of the European Parliament elections, and the process for the election 
of the new President of the European Commission. In that regard, and in line with the proce-
dures set out in the Treaty on European Union, Heads of State or Government tasked President 
Van Rompuy to consult with the presidents of the new political groups, and to report back to 
the European Council.

We also had an initial discussion on the Union’s future priorities and strategic agenda for 
the period ahead. There was general agreement that we must maintain the focus on growth and 
jobs. 

We must also continue the work on strengthening the Economic and Monetary Union while 
respecting and preserving the unity of the wider EU. The need for a strong, united response 
to climate change, and to reduce the EU’s energy dependency, was highlighted.  Leaders also 
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welcomed the successful Presidential election in Ukraine.  Finally, we also discussed the recent 
flooding in the Balkans.  While I did not have any separate bilateral meetings, I did of course 
see all of my colleagues at the meeting.

10/06/2014WRC01050EU Issues

10/06/2014WRC01100129. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has been approached by other EU 
leaders regarding the appointment of EU Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23614/14]

10/06/2014WRC01200130. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has been approached by other EU 
leaders in relation to the selection of the new EU Commission President position; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23615/14]

10/06/2014WRC01300137. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if Chancellor Merkel has asked him to 
support the appointment of Mr. Junker as European Commission President; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24343/14]

10/06/2014WRC01400The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 129, 130 and 137 together.

Article 17.7 of the Treaty on European Union provides that, taking into account the elections 
to the European Parliament and after having held the appropriate consultations, the European 
Council, acting by a qualified majority, shall propose a candidate for President of the Com-
mission to the European Parliament. Declaration 11 on Article 17(6) and (7) further provides 
that the European Parliament and the European Council are jointly responsible for the smooth 
running of the process leading to the election of the President of the European Commission and 
that, prior to the decision of the European Council, representatives of the European Parliament 
and of the European Council will conduct the necessary consultations in the framework deemed 
the most appropriate. 

This process is now underway. On 27 May, I attended an Informal dinner of Heads of State 
or Government for an initial discussion on the results of the European Parliament elections. 

We took note of the letter from the Conference of Presidents of the European Parliament 
inviting the Council to start consultations in conformity with Declaration 11 and gave a man-
date to President Van Rompuy to conduct consultations on behalf of the European Council with 
the Presidents of the newly constituted political groups in the European Parliament. President 
Van Rompuy will also have bilateral talks with members of the European Council. I expect that 
President Van Rompuy will report back on these discussions to the European Council meeting 
on 26 June. Before and after the 27 May meeting, the topic has of course featured in my discus-
sions with my European Council counterparts.

Turning to the process of appointment for members of the European Commission, Article 
17.7 of the Treaty on European Union provides that the Council, by common accord with the 
President-elect of the Commission, shall adopt the list of the other persons proposed for ap-
pointment as members of the Commission, on the basis of the suggestions made by Member 
States. I expect that the appointment process for the other 27 members of the European Com-
mission will begin swiftly once a President-elect of the European Commission is in place.

10/06/2014WRC01450Youth Unemployment Data

10/06/2014WRC01500131. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Taoiseach the current number and percentage of young 
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persons under 26 years who are not in education, employment or training here; and if she will 
provide an update on the matter. [23842/14]

10/06/2014WRC01600The Taoiseach: The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of 
estimates of employment and unemployment in the State and the data also provides information 
on persons Neither in Employment nor in Education and Training (NEET).

The Q1 2014 estimates are the most recent QNHS figures available.

The table shows the number of persons aged 16-25 who are classified as being Neither in 
Employment nor in Education and Training (NEET) together with the proportion of persons 
aged 16-25 this represents. 

Persons aged 16-25 Neither in Employment nor in Education and Training (NEET) 
Quarter 1 2014

- Q1 14 Thou % of 16-25 year population
Neither in Employment nor 
in Education and Training 
(NEET)     

87.4 16.7

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland.

Data may be subject to future revision.

Reference period: q1=Jan-Mar,

Note: The indicator on people Neither in Employment nor in Education and Training 
(NEET) corresponds to the population of the age group who is not employed and not involved 
in further education or training, i.e. persons who meet the following two conditions: (a) they are 
not employed (i.e. unemployed or inactive according to the International Labour Organisation 
definition) and (b) they have not received any education or training in the four weeks preceding 
the survey.

When calculating the proportion of all persons in the age group classified as NEET, it should 
be noted that respondents who have not answered the question ‘participation in regular (formal) 
education and training’ are excluded from the calculation.

10/06/2014WRC01650Semi-State Bodies

10/06/2014WRC01700132. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach the current credit rating of all com-
mercial semi-States operating under the aegis of his Department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24094/14]

10/06/2014WRC01800The Taoiseach: There are no semi State companies under the remit of my Department.

10/06/2014WRC01850Cabinet Committee Meetings

10/06/2014WRC01900133. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the number and type of Cabinet sub-
committees he attended in May. [24096/14]

10/06/2014WRC02000The Taoiseach: In May I chaired four Cabinet Committee meetings.  The Committees on 
Justice Reform, and Mortgage Arrears and Credit Availability, each met once and the Commit-
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tee on Health met twice.  I also chaired a meeting of the Economic Management Council.

  Questions Nos. 134 and 135 answered with Question No. 127.

10/06/2014WRC02150Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRC02200136. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach the legislative provisions in respect of his 
Department that has been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but have not come into effect to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24156/14]

10/06/2014WRC02300The Taoiseach: I presume the Deputy is referring to Bills sponsored by my Department. 
My Department has not sponsored any Bills enacted through the Oireachtas since 2011.

  Question No. 137 answered with Question No. 129.

10/06/2014WRC02450European Parliament Elections

10/06/2014WRC02500138. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the position regarding the recent Eu-
ropean Parliament elections; his views on the anti-EU sentiment across the EU; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24344/14]

10/06/2014WRC02600The Taoiseach: The recent European Parliament elections confirmed the extent of Euro-
pean citizens’ concern over the continuing effects of the economic crisis across the European 
Union and the uneven pace of economic recovery. While increased support for eurosceptic par-
ties and, more worryingly, parties with extreme views on some issues, is a cause of considerable 
concern, support varies greatly across Member States and should not be overstated. A sizeable 
majority of voters registered their support for pro-EU parties, thus ensuring that they will con-
tinue to represent the largest political groups in the new European Parliament. 

On 27 May, I joined other EU Heads of State and Government in Brussels to discuss the out-
come of the elections and the significance of the results for the way the EU functions and how 
it is perceived. It is clear that citizens have sent some strong messages which must be heeded. 
I stressed that our immediate focus must be on addressing the concerns raised by Europe’s citi-
zens and that this will best be achieved by prioritising measures to speed up economic recovery 
and spur job creation across the EU, including through the completion of Banking Union, deep-
ening of the single market, and the agreement of free trade agreements with external partners. 

At the meeting, Heads of State and Government agreed on the need to set a positive and 
future-oriented agenda for growth, competitiveness and jobs while accelerating the recovery, 
as part of our collective response to the elections. Leaders also set some broad orientations on 
priorities and the strategic agenda for the years ahead, which will be the focus of further discus-
sion at the June European Council.

10/06/2014WRD00200Departmental Expenditure

10/06/2014WRD00300139. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach the amount spent by his Department 
each year for the past three years on bottled water; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24579/14]

10/06/2014WRD00400The Taoiseach: My Department has not purchased any bottled water over the past three 
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years.  However, bottled water is served by catering companies at events in Government Build-
ings.

10/06/2014WRD00500EU Membership

10/06/2014WRD00600140. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he or his Department are making plans for the possibility of the UK voting to exit the 
EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24346/14]

10/06/2014WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
outcome of the domestic British debate on the EU could have very significant implications for 
Ireland, and I have, of course, been closely following developments.  No decision has yet been 
taken on the holding of a referendum.  Indeed, the question of holding a referendum may only 
become clear after the next UK general election.  My strong belief is that the UK is better off 
within the European Union, and that the Union benefits hugely from British membership.  The 
UK is Ireland’s nearest neighbour and largest trading partner.  The recent State Visit by Presi-
dent Higgins to the UK highlighted again the extraordinary breadth and depth of the excellent 
relations between our two countries.  The contribution of our shared membership of the EU, 
where we have so frequently shared interests over the years, to the development of that relation-
ship is not insignificant.  For very many reasons, it is clearly in Ireland’s interest for the UK to 
remain in the European Union.

The Government will continue to monitor the situation closely.

10/06/2014WRD00800Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRD00900141. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the legislative provisions in respect of his Department that have been passed by the Oireachtas 
since 2011 but have not come into effect to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24151/14]

10/06/2014WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): 
Specific legislative provisions of Acts under my Department which have been passed by the 
Oireachtas since 2011 but have not yet been commenced are paragraph (iv) of Section 1 of the 
European Communities (Amendment) Act 2012.  Paragraph (iv) of Section 1 of the European 
Communities (Amendment) Act 2012 will add to the definition of “treaties governing the Eu-
ropean Union”, contained in Section 1 of the European Communities Act 1972, the Protocol 
on the concerns of the Irish people on the Treaty of Lisbon, annexed to the Treaty on European 
Union and to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, done at Brussels on 16 May 
2012.  It will be commenced as soon as the Protocol has been ratified by all EU member states. 
At present, two member states have yet to finalise their ratification of the Protocol, the Czech 
Republic and Italy, although the necessary domestic procedures have been commenced. Our 
embassies in both countries are in regular contact with the relevant national authorities with a 
view to encouraging ratification as soon as possible and my Department is closely monitoring 
the matter.

10/06/2014WRD01100Passport Services

10/06/2014WRD01200142. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade if any additional temporary post in the passport office during the busy summer months 
has been filled.  [24185/14]

10/06/2014WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Pass-
port demand in Ireland is seasonal.  Almost 50% of all passport applications are received in the 
four months April-July.   To meet these seasonal pressures the Passport Service has recruited 
and trained 157 temporary clerical officers.

10/06/2014WRD01400Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRD01500143. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will list in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to pow-
ers delegated to the Minister of State with special responsibility for trade and development; 
if he will detail the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly to said 
Minister of State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24620/14]

10/06/2014WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) (No. 2) Act, 1977 provides for the delegation of statu-
tory Ministerial powers and duties to Ministers of State.  This may be done at the request of 
the Minister concerned, by Government Order.  The relatively modest statutory powers of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade relate to consular, passport and other technical matters 
and it has never been the practise, or considered necessary, to delegate these.  Delegation of 
non-statutory responsibilities is generally made by way of an informal understanding between 
a Minister and Minister of State.

The current staffing arrangements for the private and constituency office of the Minister of 
State for Trade and Development, Mr. Joe Costello T.D., are set out in a table:

Minister of State for Trade and Development, Mr. Joe Costello T.D.

Private Office Constituency Office
1 Private Secretary (Third Secretary) 1 Personal Assistant
3 Clerical Officers 1 Personal Secretary

1 Clerical Officer

10/06/2014WRD01700Middle East Issues

10/06/2014WRD01800144. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he has raised the use of administrative detention by the Israeli state in the occupied Palestinian 
territories and the reported abuse of human rights such as torture, solitary confinement, denial 
of visits from family and legal representatives, allegations of deliberate medical negligence, 
transportation of detainees to Israel and the detainment of children; the Irish Government’s 
position on the matter; and the progress of any representations made to the Israeli state on the 
matter. [24687/14]

10/06/2014WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land has repeatedly drawn attention to concerns with regard to the treatment of Palestinian 
prisoners, both directly with the Israeli authorities, and in discussions at EU or UN level. The 
excessive use of administrative detention has been criticized by the EU on a number of occa-
sions in recent years, and I have also spelt out my concerns about the practice, including here in 
the Oireachtas. There has been a significant reduction in the use of the practice by Israel during 
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this period, but the problem remains a serious one. At the Universal Peer Review of Israel at the 
UN Human Rights Council in October 2013, conducted directly with the Israeli Government, 
Ireland focused in particular on issues relating to the detention of minors, and recommended, 
inter alia, that Israel end night arrests of children, the admissibility in evidence in military 
courts of written confessions in Hebrew signed by Palestinian children, the use of solitary con-
finement against minors, and the denial of access to family members or to legal representation.

These serious concerns were also among those raised by Ireland in its statement under 
agenda item 7 on ‘the human rights situation in Palestine’ at the 25th session of the Human 
Rights Council in March.

In addition Ireland raises its concerns bilaterally, both with the Israeli Embassy in Dublin 
and with the Israeli authorities in Israel, at every appropriate opportunity.  Finally, Ireland 
provides financial support to Israeli and Palestinian NGOs who are active in bringing these is-
sues to light. We have seen some improvements in issues relating to detention, but much more 
remains to be done.

As I have stated before, it is right that Israel should be held to appropriate standards in deal-
ing with civilians under its military occupation. However, it is only right also to note that Israel 
is not alone in giving rise to such concerns. Similar or worse treatment of persons in detention 
could be reported from many other countries in the region and elsewhere.

10/06/2014WRD02000Economic Policy

10/06/2014WRD02100145. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
recent European Commission economic recommendations and the way they apply here; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24345/14]

10/06/2014WRD02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On 2 June 2014, the EU Commission 
published its proposals for Country Specific Recommendations (CSRs) for the 26 Member 
States across the EU who are not in a programme of financial assistance, as part of the 2014 
European Semester. Only Greece and Cyprus did not receive CSRs this year.

Having successfully exited the Programme of Financial Assistance, Ireland is now fully 
participating in the semester process for the first time. The engagement of Ireland in the annual 
process is part of the normalisation of our position as a post Programme country.  The Euro-
pean Semester is a part of the new regime for economic surveillance, in operation since 2011 
and codified by the ‘six-pack’ of legislative measures adopted in December 2011, to secure 
and maintain sound public finances across the EU, promote growth and employment and avoid 
macroeconomic spillovers between Member States.

The publication of the Annual Growth Survey (AGS) at the end of November 2013 com-
menced the fourth European Semester cycle. The Country Specific Recommendations now pro-
posed by the Commission are based on its assessment of Member States’ Stability Programme 
Updates and National Reform Plans submitted in April this year. They are designed to ensure 
that Member States work together to put in place and maintain the necessary conditions for 
stability, growth and jobs.

The Commission addressed a variety of CSRs to the 26 participating Member States in the 
fields of budgetary, fiscal and financial matters. The CSRs also cover areas where they propose 
deeper structural reforms. Ireland received a total of seven (7) CSRs.

The proposed CSRs for all 26 Member States are being processed through the relevant EU 



10 June 2014

134

Committee formations and Ministers in all relevant Council formations will work in a coordi-
nated and consistent manner towards final endorsement of the 2014 CSRs by Heads of State 
and Government at the June European Council before being finally adopted by the ECOFIN on 
8 July.

10/06/2014WRD02300National Pensions Reserve Fund Investments

10/06/2014WRD02400146. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance further to his announcement 
of 15 May 2014 if he will provide a full breakdown of each of the investments, including the 
moneys allocated, committed to from the National Pensions Reserve Fund in advance of the 
establishment of the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund. [24442/14]

10/06/2014WRD02500182. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance the projects supported by the 
strategic investment fund; the way applications to the fund can be made; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24572/14]

10/06/2014WRD02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 146 
and 182 together.

The National Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) Bill 2014, which is currently 
before the Oireachtas, includes provisions to establish the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund 
(ISIF) which will absorb the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF) and have a statutory 
mandate to invest on a commercial basis to support economic activity and employment in Ire-
land. When the ISIF is established, NPRF money invested in its Discretionary Portfolio (valued 
at €6.9 billion as at 31 March 2014) will become available to invest in Ireland as suitable invest-
ment opportunities arise and are developed.

I am informed by the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA), which is the Man-
ager of the NPRF, that, in the context of reorienting the NPRF towards commercial investment 
in Ireland under the ISIF initiative, the NPRF Commission has already committed to a number 
of investments in Ireland including infrastructure, water, long-term financing for SMEs (both 
credit and equity) and venture capital.  A detailed table of the NPRF commitments to Irish in-
vestments at 31 March 2014 is set out in a table:

NPRF and third-
party Irish Commit-
ments 31/03/2014

NPRF Com-
mitment 
Capital 
(€m)

3rd Party 
Capital 
(€m)

Total Project 
Size
(€m)

Multiple of 
NPRF Commit-
ment

SME Equity Fund - 
Better Capital

50 50 100 2.0x

SME Equity Fund - 
Cardinal Carlyle

125 125 250 2.0x

SME Credit Fund - 
BlueBay

200 250 450 2.3x

China Ireland Tech-
nology Fund (Note 1)

72* 36 72 1.0x

Innovation Fund Ire-
land

125 125 250 2.0x

Local Venture Capital 
Funds

81 320 401 5.0x
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NPRF and third-
party Irish Commit-
ments 31/03/2014

NPRF Com-
mitment 
Capital 
(€m)

3rd Party 
Capital 
(€m)

Total Project 
Size
(€m)

Multiple of 
NPRF Commit-
ment

Silicon Valley Bank 
(Note 1)

36* 72 72 2.0x

Irish Water 250 - 250 1.0x
Irish Infrastructure 
Fund

250 66 316 1.3x

Forestry 30 187 217 7.2x
Committed to Date 1,220 1,231 2,378 2.0x
 Note 1: €36 committed by the NPRF to the Global Funds as part of wider third-party rela-

tionship

In addition to the commitments in the above table, the National Pensions Reserve Fund has 
provided a stand-by credit facility for the N11 and Schools Bundles 3 Public-Private Partner-
ship projects.

The NTMA intends to publish a report each year regarding investments made by the ISIF.  
The first report, which will include an overview of the Fund’s Irish investments, is scheduled 
for publication in the coming weeks.

Finding and developing investment opportunities will be a key function of the ISIF. The 
NPRF actively encourages people to approach it or its third-party investment managers with 
investment proposals. The presentations from its recent market engagement event at Dublin 
Castle and the related contact details are available on the NPRF’s website www.nprf.ie.

The initial approach does not need to be a formal one.  In fact, much of the time the process 
commences with a telephone call and an idea and the NTMA will then work with the party 
seeking the finance to help shape and develop the proposal.  If the NTMA does not think the 
investment proposition meets its requirements it will make that clear as soon as possible so as 
not to waste time.

For each of the SME funds, investment selection is carried out independently by the respec-
tive manager.  However, the NPRF is happy to direct queries from businesses seeking finance 
to the relevant manager. Requests of this kind should be sent to smefunds@nprf.ie.

Venture capital funds seeking to access funding from the NPRF/ISIF are invited to contact 
the NPRF Unit directly at vcfunds@nprf.ie.

All other queries should be directed to info@nprf.ie or to any of the contacts detailed on 
www.nprf.ie.

10/06/2014WRD02700National Pensions Reserve Fund Investments

10/06/2014WRD02800147. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance further to his announcement 
of 15 May 2014 if he will provide full details of €350 million allocation from the National 
Pensions Reserve Fund to three new long-term funds intended to provide equity, credit and 
restructuring-recovery investment for Irish small and medium-sized enterprises; if these al-
locations are additional to any previous announcement; and the person who will promote and 
administer the funds. [24443/14]
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10/06/2014WRD02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The allocation referred to by the Min-
ister in his announcement of 15 May 2014 relates to investment commitments previously an-
nounced by the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF) Commission in 2013.

In January 2013 the NPRF Commission announced investment commitments to three new 
long-term funds that will provide €850 million of equity, credit and restructuring/recovery in-
vestment for Irish SMEs and mid-sized corporates. The NPRF played a significant role in the 
development of the funds and was a cornerstone investor in each alongside additional invest-
ment from third-party investors. The NPRF has committed €375 million across the three funds:

-  a €300m equity fund which is focussing on healthy businesses seeking to grow, including 
those with overleveraged balance sheets, managed by Carlyle Cardinal Ireland.

-  a €100m turnaround fund focussing on underperforming businesses which are at or close 
to the point of insolvency but have the potential for financial and operational restructuring, 
managed by Better Capital.

-  a €450m credit fund focussing on originating and acquiring loans to larger SMEs and mid-
size companies, managed by BlueBay Asset Management.

For each of the SME funds, investment selection is carried out independently by the re-
spective manager. The NPRF is happy to direct queries from businesses seeking finance to the 
relevant manager. Requests of this kind should be sent to smefunds@nprf.ie.  Alternatively, 
contact detail for each of the SMEs is set out as follows:

 -  Nick Corcoran, Carlyle Cardinal Ireland
 -  Ph: 353 (0)1 631 9730

 -   David Cullen, Better Capital Ireland
 -   +353 (0)1 661 8430

 -    Pat Walsh, BlueBay Ireland Corporate Credit
 -   Ph: 353 (0)1 6694782

10/06/2014WRD03000National Pensions Reserve Fund Investments

10/06/2014WRD03100148. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance further to his announcement 
of 15 May 2014 if he will provide the monetary figure allocated from the National Pensions 
Reserve Fund to the collaboration with Silicon Valley Bank of new lending commitments; if he 
will provide details of the administration and allocation of the moneys. [24444/14]

10/06/2014WRD03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In June 2012, the National Pensions 
Reserve Fund (NPRF) announced a collaborative relationship with Silicon Valley Bank 
(SVB) aimed at supporting the technology innovation sector in Ireland. The NPRF has com-
mitted to invest in technology funds managed by SVB Capital, while Silicon Valley Bank has 
established a presence in Ireland and expects to lend US$100 million over five years to fast-
growing Irish technology, life sciences and venture capital businesses. SVB has appointed an 
Ireland Relationship Director. Together with support from its team in London, SVB is currently 
looking closely at a number of opportunities and to date has made loans across nine companies.

Parties seeking to access funding from the NPRF/ISIF are invited to contact the NPRF Unit 
directly at vcfunds@nprf.ie.  Alternatively, contact detail for Silicon Valley Bank is set out:

 Andrew Hunter, Silicon Valley Bank
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Ph: 44(0) 207 367 7815

10/06/2014WRD03300National Pensions Reserve Fund Investments

10/06/2014WRD03400149. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance further to his announcement 
of 15 May 2014 if he will provide the monetary figure allocated from the National Pensions 
Reserve Fund to the fund established with China Investment Corporation; and if he will provide 
details of the administration and allocation of the moneys. [24445/14]

10/06/2014WRD03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In January 2014 the National Pensions 
Reserve Fund (NPRF) announced the establishment of the China Ireland Technology Growth 
Capital Fund, capitalised at $100 million with equal commitments from the NPRF and China 
Investment Corporation (CIC).  The Fund’s strategy will be to make minority equity invest-
ments in fast-growing technology companies and will target companies operating in core tech-
nology sectors such as internet, software, semiconductors and clean technology and areas of 
technology for which the Fund’s strategy is uniquely positioned, including but not limited to 
agriculture, food, medical and financial services.

Parties seeking to access funding from the NPRF/ISIF are invited to contact the NPRF Unit 
at vcfunds@nprf.ie.  Alternatively, contact detail for the fund is set out:

 Elaine Coughlan, Atlantic Bridge 
 Ph: +353 (0)1 6034450. 

10/06/2014WRD03600National Pensions Reserve Fund Investments

10/06/2014WRD03700150. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of 
moneys invested into the Irish Infrastructure Fund from the National Pensions Reserve Fund to 
date; and if the fund has tendered for or procured any asset disposed of by the State. [24446/14]

10/06/2014WRD03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In late 2011, the National Pensions Re-
serve Fund (NPRF) Commission announced a commitment of €250 million to a new Irish 
Infrastructure Investment Fund (IIF) which is seeking up to €1 billion from institutional inves-
tors in Ireland and overseas and which will invest in infrastructure assets in Ireland, including 
assets designated for disposal by the Government and commercial State enterprises, and new 
infrastructure projects.

The fund, which was established by Irish Life Investment Managers, with AMP Capital ap-
pointed as the fund’s discretionary investment manager, currently has in excess of €310 million 
of committed capital.

In September 2013, the IIF completed its second investment by acquiring 100% of Tower-
com, Ireland’s largest independent wireless telecoms infrastructure company. Towercom owns 
more than 400 communications masts in key strategic locations across Ireland and counts all 
of the major telecoms operators in Ireland among its customers. This is the second investment 
completed by the IIF, following its acquisition of a controlling stake in a portfolio of wind farms 
from Viridian Group in 2012.

To date, the IIF has not tendered for or procured any asset disposed of by the State.

10/06/2014WRD03900Tax Code
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10/06/2014WRD04000151. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the way he will respond to the 
EU Commission report on the need for Ireland to do more to address aggressive tax planning; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24802/14]

10/06/2014WRD04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
European Commission’s “Recommendation for a Council Recommendation on Ireland’s 2014 
national reform programme and delivering a Council opinion on Ireland’s 2014 stability pro-
gramme” which was published on June 2nd. Although this Recommendation does not contain 
any reference on a need to do more to address aggressive tax planning, the issue was raised 
during a press conference.

The Deputy should be aware that Ireland has taken many steps in the past 18 months or so 
in the fight against aggressive tax planning, some of which I will highlight here:

-  During Ireland’s EU Presidency in 2013, we led the fight against aggressive tax planning 
to ensure a co-ordinated approach across the EU

-  We are actively involved in the discussions at EU and OECD level

-  We were one of the first countries to commit to being “early adopters” of the OECD’s new 
Common Reporting Standard

-  In Finance (No. 2) Act 2013, we ensured that no company could be “stateless” for tax 
purposes

-  As part of Budget 2014 we published Ireland’s International Tax Strategy which sets out 
our approach to international tax issues

-  We have recently published a consultation paper on the OECD’s BEPS project.

 All countries recognise the need for them to do more to address aggressive tax planning and 
they all recognise that an international approach is required. That is why we have the OECD 
BEPS project which is tasked with finding answers to these difficult questions.

10/06/2014WRD04200Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRD04300152. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the legislative provisions in re-
spect of his Department that have been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but have not come 
into effect to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24150/14]

10/06/2014WRD04400199. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a detailed 
list of any legislative provision in his area that has been fully passed by the Oireachtas but has 
not yet been signed into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24788/14]

10/06/2014WRD04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 152 
and 199 together.

The following are the legislative provisions in respect of the Department of Finance which 
have been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but have yet to come into effect:

Finance Act 2011

- Section 49(1) 

- Section 60(1)(c) 
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Finance Act 2012

- Section 20 (d) 

Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas Regulators Act 2012:

- Section 8   

- Section 10 

- Section 11 

- Section 12 

- Section 13 

- Section 30 

- Section 38 

- Corresponding items in Schedule 1 of the Act will come into force when the sections above 
are commenced. 

Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012

- Sections 19, 20 and 21 are due to commence on 1 July 2014. Commencement orders have 
been signed. 

 Finance Act 2013

- Section 21 (1) 

- Section 30 

- Section 31 

- Section 50 (1)(c) 

- Section 57 (2)  

Finance Act (No. 2) 2013

- Section 24 

- Section 25 (1) 

- Section 31  

- Section 45 (1) 

- Section 51 (1)(c) 

- Section 54 (2) 

- Section 66 (1) 

- Section 70 

There are no Bills under the responsibility of the Department of Finance which have been 
passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but have yet to be signed into law. Each Bill passed by the 
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Oireachtas since 2011 has been subsequently signed by the President.

10/06/2014WRD04600Mortgage Interest Relief Eligibility

10/06/2014WRD04700153. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 112 of 27 May 2014, if he will address the points made in correspondence (detail 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24160/14]

10/06/2014WRD04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that the 
mortgage interest relief (MIR) ‘guidance’ referred to in the details supplied by the Deputy, pre-
dates the 2013 legislative changes made to Section 244 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. 
As previously indicated, Section 9 of the 2013 Finance Act inserted  the conditions required to 
qualify for the relief beyond the 31 December 2012 deadline.

Specifically, Section 244(7) was inserted to provide for MIR in respect of interest paid on a 
loan used to construct a home on a site, where the site was purchased by way of a loan during 
2012. As confirmed to the Deputy in reply to his previous representation on the issue, the person 
did not purchase the site in question by way of a loan in 2012.

Also, Section 244(8) was inserted to provide for MIR in respect of interest paid on a loan 
used to repair, develop or improve a home. It does not provide for such relief in respect of the 
construction of a home as is the situation in the case in question.

10/06/2014WRD04900Departmental Communications

10/06/2014WRD05000154. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 104 of 27 May 2014, if he will provide full details of the occasions on which of-
ficials in his Department used non-departmental e-mail addresses, telephone numbers or other 
methods of communication for departmental business; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24163/14]

10/06/2014WRD05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As referred to in Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 104 of 27 May 2014, the Department’s Information and Communications Technology 
Usage Policy implicitly prohibits the use of non-departmental email addresses to circumvent 
the terms of the policy. The use of non departmental phones for departmental business is not 
prohibited.

The Department does use filtering software to monitor compliance with certain aspects 
of the policy, but this software does not provide the facility to differentiate messages, issued 
from departmental email addresses, related to department business from those of a personal or 
private nature. As the Web Browsing Filtering software does not extend to non-departmental 
equipment or infrastructure, it is not possible to monitor or log emails or other methods of com-
munications used by staff on public or home based devices or networks.

Similarly, in relation to phone usage, the Department’s monitoring practices do not differen-
tiate communication related to department business from those of a personal or private nature. 

10/06/2014WRD05200Insurance Industry

10/06/2014WRD05300155. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
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tion No. 103 of 27 May 2014, regarding Setanta Insurance, the way he would envisage brokers 
having what he called a more active role in advising customers when brokers do not have access 
to the level of financial information to advise if a particular company is solvent; the way he 
would envisage brokers being able to provide a type of prudential service when regulators are in 
place for that purpose; if he will expand on his statement that caveat emptor should apply to the 
purchase of a financial services product when it is the regulatory framework which is supposed 
to protect consumers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24204/14]

10/06/2014WRD05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset, I would like to say that 
both I, as Minister for Finance, and the Government are concerned over the situation that arose 
with regard to the Irish policyholders of Setanta Insurance Company Limited (Setanta).  My 
Department and the Central Bank will be reviewing the circumstances relating to Setanta and 
will be reporting to me on what lessons can be learnt and how the framework can be strength-
ened. The European Commission has indicated that it will also review whether any issues raised 
relating to the regulatory framework require action.

Setanta is a Maltese incorporated company which was both authorised and prudentially 
supervised by the Malta Financial Services Authority (MFSA). Setanta was regulated at EU 
regulatory level in accordance with a directive known as Solvency I which currently places 
requirements on the amount of regulatory capital European insurance companies must hold 
against unforeseen events. I understand that Setanta met its EU regulatory obligations and un-
der EU law was, therefore, entitled to trade across EU borders.

Under EU legislation the Central Bank of Ireland is not  responsible for the prudential su-
pervision of Irish branches of credit institutions authorised in other EEA Member States and 
operating under a passporting arrangement in to Ireland.  The Central Bank does however have 
responsibility for the supervision of such entities in the following areas: in co-operation with 
the home state regulator, assessment of their compliance with liquidity requirements; secondly, 
consumer protection issues; and thirdly, compliance with Anti-Money Laundering regulations.

The current legal and regulatory framework for the provision of insurance in the EEA, and 
the supervision of that activity, is prescribed by European Union Law in the Life and Non-Life 
Insurance Directives. The provision of insurance throughout the EEA on a freedom of services 
basis and a freedom of establishment basis (i.e. a branch) within this framework is predicated 
upon the absence of internal market frontiers and the mutual recognition of the authorisation of 
insurance undertakings by Member States.

The Insurance Directives specify particular roles for both the home Member State supervi-
sory authority (i.e. the supervisory authority that grants an authorisation) and the host Member 
State supervisory authority (i.e. the supervisory authority of a Member State where an insur-
ance undertaking conducts business of a freedom of services or freedom of establishment basis) 
of an insurance undertaking. Insurance undertakings authorised under the Insurance Directives 
are subject to solvency and financial reserving requirements, the supervision of these require-
ments is the sole responsibility of the home Member State supervisory authority. The primary 
objective of these requirements is to ensure that claims made in respect of policies issued will 
be adequately provided for by an insurance undertaking.

Under EU law which governs non-life insurance, an insurer is required to inform the regula-
tor in its home Member State (its home regulator) that it intends to pursue business in another 
Member State. The home regulator must then provide the host regulator with a certificate at-
testing that the insurer covers the EU Solvency Capital Requirement, as well as the nature of 
the business which the insurer intends to undertake. The insurer may start to pursue business 
from the date that the certificate is communicated to the host regulator, in this case the Central 
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Bank of Ireland.

Under Article 20 of the Third Non-Life Directive the Home Regulator is also required to 
notify the Host Regulator if the solvency margin of an undertaking falls below the statutory 
requirement. In such instances the Home Regulator should inform the Host Regulator of the 
measures it has taken to address the solvency deficit.

Following negotiations that were completed at European level in November, 2013, a new 
regime known as Solvency II will commence on 1 January 2016, which will further strengthen 
the EU regulatory framework. The Solvency II EU Directive sets out new, stronger EU-wide 
requirements on capital adequacy and risk management for insurers with the key aim of increas-
ing policyholder protection.  The new regime will also ensure greater cooperation between 
supervisors.

In relation to my comments on Parliamentary Question No 103 of 27 May, I made these 
comments in the context of a standard consumer transaction with a supplier.  The directives I 
mentioned set out the prudential protections already in existence and also those currently be-
ing introduced at EU level. These measures will offer both brokers and consumers additional 
protections. I am aware that as intermediaries it is not expected that brokers would investigate 
the solvency or other financial data on an insurer it was dealing with.

The point I was making was that as professional advisors, brokers can provide additional 
guidance and reassurance that consumers with very limited knowledge of the industry can avail 
of.  I think it is reasonable that brokers should explain the differences between the price and 
terms and conditions of each insurance policy they are proposing.  I am sure most if not all are 
doing that.  It is not unreasonable therefore to expect that they would also give guidance on 
the relative financial strength of insurance companies based on public available information.  
For example, the insurance companies may have received public rating agency confirmation of 
their financial strength and brokers may be able to advise clients of the differences between the 
ratings of different insurance providers being proposed and remind clients that price is not the 
only criterion in the purchase of insurance products.

10/06/2014WRD05500Drugs Crime

10/06/2014WRD05600156. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he expects the inclusion of 
the value of illegal drug activity and prostitution in the measure of GDP to impact significantly 
on the figures; if he is confident that the Central Statistics Office can ascertain an accurate read-
ing in respect of these activities; the way the CSO is researching the levels of activity in drug 
dealing and prostitution; if he is concerned that the inclusion of these activities in the calcula-
tion of GDP somewhat destigmatises them and that some persons involved could see this as the 
State morally legitimising their actions; his plans to account for other black market activity in 
GDP calculation; if he was surprised by the scale of the impact of the inclusion of these activi-
ties on the UK’s GDP figures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24213/14]

10/06/2014WRD05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 13 of the 1993 Statistics Act 
provides that the Director General of the Central Statistics Office (CSO) has sole responsibil-
ity for, and is independent in, the exercise of the functions of deciding the statistical methodol-
ogy and professional statistical standards used by the Office, as well as the content of statistical 
releases and publications issued by the Office.

Regarding the challenge of accurately measuring illicit activities, I am informed by the CSO 
that this is difficult. Statisticians use any available data  that can produce a repeatable estimate 
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for these activities over time. The illegal nature of these activities makes it particularly diffi-
cult to estimate their level and value. Consequently, the estimation methods used can only be 
expected to deliver approximations of the actual levels and value of activity. Data are obtained 
from a range of sources, including the Gardaí and organisations involved in the welfare of 
prostitutes or drug addicts. International research in these matters is also reviewed by the CSO.

The CSO also inform me that there have been no changes to the methodology relating to the 
measurement of illicit activities recently, either relating to the new ESA 2010 methodology or 
otherwise.

Finally, the methodology for compilation and production of UK national accounts is the 
responsibility of the Office for National Statistics, the national statistical institute for the UK.

10/06/2014WRE00150Tax Code

10/06/2014WRE00200157. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether income 
tax cuts-USC reductions-widening of the tax bands in the forthcoming budget would pay for 
themselves through additional spending in the economy; if so, if he will consider holding a mini-
budget before the summer recess to ease the income tax burden on workers and to stimulate the 
economy by putting money in people’s pockets; if his attention has been drawn to the number 
of persons who believe it is hardly worth their while to go to work anymore and feel they would 
be better off not working; his views on whether working is not rewarding in many scenarios due 
to the income tax burden; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24215/14]

10/06/2014WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that I have 
put on record my belief that the income tax burden is currently too high in Ireland and that I 
believe it needs to be reduced. However, I have also said that although it is my intention to al-
leviate the burden I can only do so when the public finances allow it. 

I would advise the deputy that it is unlikely that a reduction in labour taxation would pay 
for itself through additional spending in the economy, in the short run.  It cannot be assumed 
that any loss in Exchequer revenue from reductions in income tax or USC would be completely 
offset by additional indirect taxes that might arise, for example, from additional consumer ex-
penditure, not least because taxpayers might apply their additional take-home pay to saving or 
to debt reduction. If the resulting shortfall was not made up for in tax increases elsewhere this 
could jeopardise our goal of reaching a 3% deficit by 2015. Therefore, I have no plans to intro-
duce any income tax changes in advance of Budget 2015, which is scheduled for October next. 
Given the above concerns, a reduction in income tax at that stage, could only be considered in a 
scenario where the economy performs strongly enough that such a reduction would not threaten 
the achievement of the deficit goal outlined earlier and sustainable public finances in the longer 
term. Notwithstanding the above, I do acknowledge that reductions in labour taxation could 
have positive medium-term impacts in terms of increased employment.

It should be acknowledged that Ireland has a progressive taxation system which ensures that 
the burden of taxation falls most heavily on those with a higher ability to pay. The low effec-
tive tax rates for low income workers ensures that work pays and is a growth friendly aspect of 
Ireland’s tax system.  The latest data from the OECD’s 2013 Taxing Wages report shows that 
Ireland has one of the most progressive income tax systems in the developed world. It is in this 
context that the Government has committed in the Programme for Government not to increase 
the marginal rate of income tax.

The Programme for Government also contains a commitment not to change tax credits, 
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which at current levels ensure that an estimated 856,000 workers are excluded from the charge 
to income tax entirely. Furthermore, delivering on a commitment in the Programme for Govern-
ment, the USC was reviewed by the Department of Finance in the lead up to Budget 2012.  As 
a result of the review of the USC, the Government decided in Budget 2012 to increase the entry 
point to the Universal Social Charge from €4,004 to €10,036 per annum. It is estimated that this 
removed almost 330,000 individuals from the charge.

10/06/2014WRE00350Insurance Industry Regulation

10/06/2014WRE00400158. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the liquidation of a company. [24242/14]

10/06/2014WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset, I would like to say that 
both I, as Minister for Finance, and the Government are concerned over the situation that arose 
with regard to the Irish policyholders of Setanta Insurance Company Limited (Setanta).  My 
Department and the Central Bank will be reviewing the circumstances relating to Setanta and 
will be reporting to me on what lessons can be learnt and how the framework can be strength-
ened. The European Commission has indicated that it will also review whether any issues raised 
relating to the regulatory framework require action.  

Setanta is a Maltese incorporated company which was both authorised and prudentially 
supervised by the Malta Financial Services Authority (MFSA). The Central Bank is in contact 
with the MFSA in relation to Setanta Insurance Company Limited, the impact on policyholders 
and the provision for relevant and appropriate information.

Setanta was regulated at EU regulatory level in accordance with a directive known as Sol-
vency I which currently places requirements on the amount of regulatory capital European 
insurance companies must hold against unforeseen events. I understand that Setanta met its EU 
regulatory obligations and under EU law is, therefore, entitled to trade across EU borders. Un-
der EU legislation the Central Bank of Ireland is not   responsible for the prudential supervision 
of Irish branches of credit institutions authorised in other EEA Member States and operating 
under a passporting arrangement in Ireland.  The Central Bank does however have responsibil-
ity for the supervision of such entities in the following areas:

1. in co-operation with the home state regulator, assessment of their compliance with li-
quidity requirements;

2. consumer protection issues; and

3. compliance with Anti-Money Laundering regulations. 

The current legal and regulatory framework for the provision of insurance in the EEA, and 
the supervision of that activity, is prescribed by European Union Law in the Life and Non-Life 
Insurance Directives. The provision of insurance throughout the EEA on a freedom of services 
basis and a freedom of establishment basis (i.e. a branch) within this framework is predicated 
upon the absence of internal market frontiers and the mutual recognition of the authorisation of 
insurance undertakings by Member States.  

The Insurance Directives specify particular roles for both the home Member State supervi-
sory authority (i.e. the supervisory authority that grants an authorisation) and the host Member 
State supervisory authority (i.e. the supervisory authority of a Member State where an insur-
ance undertaking conducts business of a freedom of services or freedom of establishment basis) 
of an insurance undertaking. Insurance undertakings authorised under the Insurance Directives 
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are subject to solvency and financial reserving requirements, the supervision of these require-
ments is the sole responsibility of the home Member State supervisory authority.  The primary 
objective of these requirements is to ensure that claims made in respect of policies issued will 
be adequately provided for by an insurance undertaking. 

Under EU law which governs non-life insurance, an insurer is required to inform the regula-
tor in its home Member State (its home regulator) that it intends to pursue business in another 
Member State. The home regulator must then provide the host regulator with a certificate at-
testing that the insurer covers the EU Solvency Capital Requirement, as well as the nature of 
the business which the insurer intends to undertake.  The insurer may start to pursue business 
from the date that the certificate is communicated to the host regulator, in this case the Central 
Bank of Ireland.

Under Article 20 of the Third Non-Life Directive the Home Regulator is also required to 
notify the Host Regulator if the solvency margin of an undertaking falls below the statutory 
requirement. In such instances the Home Regulator should inform the Host Regulator of the 
measures it has taken to address the solvency deficit.

Following negotiations that were completed at European level in November, 2013, a new 
regime known as Solvency II will commence on 1 January 2016, which will further strengthen 
the EU regulatory framework. The Solvency II EU Directive sets out new, stronger EU-wide 
requirements on capital adequacy and risk management for insurers with the key aim of increas-
ing policyholder protection.  The new regime will also ensure greater cooperation between 
supervisors. 

With regard to the position of Setanta policyholders, my officials have been in discussions 
with the Central Bank of Ireland, with the Setanta Liquidator, the Accountant of the High 
Court and with the insurance industry representative bodies and I have asked them to convey 
my wish that every effort is made to facilitate Setanta policyholders in obtaining new motor 
insurance policies and in understanding their overall position.  We are endeavouring to obtain 
legal certainty on a number of matters relating to policyholders’ claims for compensation and 
this will be made publicly available in due course.  At this time, I propose to set out the position 
as it currently stands.  

Setanta was formally placed into liquidation by the MFSA on the 30 April 2014 and a liq-
uidator was appointed. Officials from my Department together with officials from the Central 
Bank met with the Liquidator and his representatives in Ireland on 7 May 2014 and the Central 
Bank is in ongoing contact with him regarding the position of Setanta policyholders. All Setanta 
policies have now been cancelled in line with the terms of the policies.  

In the circumstances, I continue to strongly advise policyholders to make alternative in-
surance arrangements without delay and that they should contact their insurance broker or an 
insurer directly to seek alternative cover.  This is also the advice of the Central Bank.

The Liquidator made arrangements for policyholders to obtain their “no claims bonuses” 
certificates from Setanta. Insurance Ireland have informed me that these certificates are being 
honoured by other insurers and we are aware that many insurers are being flexible surrounding 
requirements for documents.  In addition, the Insurance Ireland ‘Declined Cases Agreement’ is 
available to policyholders of Setanta.  I am informed that under the agreement, the insurance 
market will not refuse to provide insurance to an individual seeking insurance, if he/she has 
approached at least three insurers and has not been able to obtain cover from them.  I under-
stand that Insurance Ireland is also making information available to those who have queries, 
complaints or difficulties in relation to this matter through their service at (01) 676 1914 or by 
email at info@insuranceireland.eu.
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With regard to Setanta premiums and claims, the position on each policy is for the liqui-
dator to decide in due course.  My officials and the Central Bank will remain in close contact 
with the Liquidator and I have asked that public statements are provided to clarify matters for 
policyholders and claimants.

The Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland (MIBI) is a non-profit-making organisation regis-
tered in Ireland.  All insurance companies underwriting motor insurance in this county must, by 
law, be members of MIBI and contribute to the funding of claims in proportion to their market 
share.   

The principal role of MIBI is to compensate innocent victims of accidents caused by unin-
sured and unidentified vehicles. This is regulated under the terms of an Agreement between the 
MIBI and the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  We are endeavouring to clarify the 
position on a number of matters relating to policyholders’ claims for compensation, including 
the role of MIBI in this regard.  However, if, for legal reasons, MIBI is not in a position to ac-
cept a claim, these third party claims will be eligible to proceed for consideration by the High 
Court for compensation from the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF). 

The ICF is funded by a levy which is applied to home, motor and commercial insurance 
operates and under the Insurance Act 1964. The levy is calculated as a percentage, not exceed-
ing 2% of the aggregate of the gross premiums paid to that insurer in respect of policies issued 
in respect of risks in the State. The purpose of the ICF is to protect policy holders in the event 
of their insurer becoming insolvent. It is anticipated that the ICF will be adequately funded to 
meet all expected claims on the fund. 

Claims on personal insurance policies will be payable from the ICF.  All ICF payments 
are subject to the limit of 65% of the amount due or €825,000, whichever is the lesser. Under 
Section 3.6 of the Insurance Amendment Act 1964 (as amended) first party claims by a body 
corporate or unincorporated body are not covered by the ICF. 

The refund of premiums for either commercial or personal insurance policies is not covered 
by the ICF or MIBI. However, unpaid premium would fall to be claimed from the Setanta Liq-
uidator in due course. 

Officials from my Department met with the Irish Brokers Association at my request on 30 
May and I am aware of their concerns regarding the position of the Setanta policy holders.

10/06/2014WRE00550Insurance Industry Regulation

10/06/2014WRE00600159. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will check the accu-
racy of his Dáil statement during a Topical Issue debate on Wednesday, 30 April 2014 on the 
collapse of Setanta Insurance that the Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland intends to accept all 
third party claims in connection to Setanta policies; if he will confirm whether this information 
is correct; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24264/14]

10/06/2014WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset, I would like to say that 
both I, as Minister for Finance, and the Government are concerned over the situation that arose 
with regard to the Irish policyholders of Setanta Insurance Company Limited (Setanta).  My 
Department and the Central Bank will be reviewing the circumstances relating to Setanta and 
will be reporting to me on what lessons can be learnt and how the framework can be strength-
ened. The European Commission has indicated that it will also review whether any issues raised 
relating to the regulatory framework require action.  
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With regard to the position of Setanta policyholders, my officials have been in discussions 
with the Central Bank of Ireland, with the Setanta Liquidator, the Accountant of the High 
Court and with the insurance industry representative bodies and I asked them to convey my 
wish that every effort is made to facilitate Setanta policyholders in obtaining new motor insur-
ance policies and in understanding their overall position.

Setanta was formally placed into liquidation by the MFSA on 30 April 2014 and Mr. Paul 
Mercieca was appointed as liquidator.  Officials from my Department together with offi-
cials from the Central Bank met with the Liquidator and his representatives in Ireland in May 
and the Central Bank is in ongoing contact with him regarding the position of Setanta poli-
cyholders. All Setanta policies have now been cancelled in line with the terms of the policies 
and the Liquidator made arrangements for policyholders to obtain their “no claims bonuses” 
certificates from Setanta. Insurance Ireland have informed me that these certificates are being 
honoured by other insurers and we are aware that many insurers are being flexible surrounding 
requirements for documents.  In addition, the Insurance Ireland ‘Declined Cases Agreement’ is 
available to policyholders of Setanta.  I am informed that under the agreement, the insurance 
market will not refuse to provide insurance to an individual seeking insurance, if he/she has 
approached at least three insurers and has not been able to obtain cover from them.  I under-
stand that Insurance Ireland is also making information available to those who have queries, 
complaints or difficulties in relation to this matter through their service at (01) 676 1914 or by 
email at info@insuranceireland.eu.

With regard to Setanta premiums and claims, the position on each policy is for the Liqui-
dator to decide in due course.  My officials and the Central Bank will remain in close contact 
with the Liquidator and I have asked that public statements are provided to clarify matters for 
policyholders and claimants.

The Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland (MIBI) is a non-profit-making organisation regis-
tered in Ireland.  All insurance companies underwriting motor insurance in this county must, by 
law, be members of MIBI and contribute to the funding of claims in proportion to their market 
share.  The principal role of MIBI is to compensate innocent victims of accidents caused by 
uninsured and unidentified vehicles. This is regulated under the terms of an Agreement between 
the MIBI and the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  I am endeavouring to clarify the 
position on a number of matters relating to policyholders’ claims for compensation, including 
the role of MIBI in this regard.  However, if, for legal reasons, MIBI is not in a position to ac-
cept a claim, these third party claims will be eligible to proceed for consideration by the High 
Court for compensation from the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF). 

On 16 April, 2014, Setanta determined that the company was insolvent. This means that Se-
tanta does not have sufficient funds to be able to honour its full obligations towards claimants, 
policyholders and other creditors. Setanta was formally placed into liquidation by the MFSA 
following a meeting of the creditors which took place on the 30 April, 2014 where a liquidator, 
Mr Paul Mercieca, was appointed.  At the time of the Liquidators appointment on 30 April 2014 
there was a degree of uncertainty regarding the exact legal status of Setanta polices and whether 
these policies remained valid. The statement made during the Topical Issue debate on Wednes-
day 30 April 2014, that “the Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland has indicated that they intend to 
accept all third party claims in connection to Setanta policies”, was accurate as based on the in-
formation available up to that time on the status of the policies.  Officials from my Department 
had been informed that the Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland (MIBI) had indicated that they 
intended to accept all third party claims. This statement was used in answer to Parliamentary 
Questions on 30 April and 1 May 2014.

In the following days there was clarification from the Liquidator that all Setanta policies re-
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mained valid until cancelled by either the Liquidator or the policyholder. MIBI has sought legal 
advice regarding their liability in situations where the unpaid third party claims arising are in 
relation to insured drivers. Once this ambiguity was brought to the attention of my Department 
then more appropriate text which stated that “The principal role of MIBI is to compensate in-
nocent victims of accidents caused by uninsured and unidentified vehicles.  If, for legal reasons, 
MIBI is not in a position to accept a claim, these third party claims will be eligible to proceed 
for consideration by the High Court for compensation from the Insurance Compensation Fund 
(ICF)”, was used in the next Parliamentary Questions on 7 May 2014 to reflect this legal posi-
tion.  

From 27 May 2014 the text was changed to state that “The principal role of MIBI is to com-
pensate innocent victims of accidents caused by uninsured and unidentified vehicles. We are 
endeavouring to clarify the position on a number of matters relating to policyholders’ claims for 
compensation, including the role of MIBI in this regard.  However, if, for legal reasons, MIBI 
is not in a position to accept a claim, these third party claims will be eligible to proceed for con-
sideration by the High Court for compensation from the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF).” 
This change was made in order to inform Deputies that the position of MIBI was being clarified. 

Claims on insurance policies will be payable from either the ICF or MIBI.  All ICF pay-
ments are subject to the limit of 65% of the amount due or €825,000, whichever is the lesser. 
Under Section 3.6 of the Insurance Amendment Act 1964 (as amended) first party claims by a 
body corporate or unincorporated body are not covered by the ICF.

10/06/2014WRE00750Insurance Industry Regulation

10/06/2014WRE00800160. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 81 of 30 April 2014, if he will provide a list of the 744 insurance firms that are 
regulated in Ireland for conduct of business rules specifying, of those 744, the 45 which are 
prudentially regulated in Ireland and write Irish risk; if he will further specify the 67 which are 
prudentially regulated in Ireland and do not write Irish risk; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24267/14]

10/06/2014WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland maintains 
registers of authorised financial service providers which can be found at; http://registers.cen-
tralbank.ie/DownloadsPage.aspx. 

A requested list of the 744 insurance firms that are regulated in Ireland for conduct of busi-
ness rules is titled “Non-Life Undertakings operating on a Freedom of Services Basis as at 
08 May 2014” and can be found under the heading “Register of Life and Non-Life Insurance 
Undertakings”. 

The latest public data in relation to insurance firms writing general and motor insurance risk 
in Ireland and risk elsewhere was published in 2013 in the Central Bank Insurance Statistics. 
The details of these firms are below. The latest data is currently being compiled by the Central 
Bank based on returns from the various insurance companies and will be published in the com-
ing months.

The 45 firms which are prudentially regulated in Ireland and write Irish risk are;

Allianz plc

Allied World Assurance Company (Europe) Limited
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Amtrust International Underwriters Ltd

Aviva Health Insurance Ireland Limited

AXA Insurance Ltd

Axis Specialty Europe SE

BMS International Insurance Company Ltd

Canterbury Insurance Ltd

Carraig Insurance Limited

CODEVE Insurance Company Limited

Coromin Insurance (Ireland) Ltd

Cuna Mutual Insurance (Europe) Ltd

DeCare Dental Insurance Ireland Ltd

Electric Insurance Ireland Limited

Euro Insurances Limited

FBD Insurance Plc

GD Insurance Company Limited

Golden Arches Insurance Limited

Great American International Insurance Limited

Irish Dairy Board Insurance Limited

Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Limited

Ironshore Europe Limited

Kingfisher Insurance Limited

Liberty Insurance Limited

Lifeguard Insurance (Dublin) Limited

Markel Europe plc

Navillus Insurance Company Limited

New Technology Insurance

Noble Insurance Company Limited

Pan Insurance Limited

PartnerRe Ireland Insurance Limited

PI Indemnity Company Limited

Pine Indemnity Limited
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Quinn Insurance Limited (under administration)

Red Disk Insurance Company Limited

RSA Insurance Ireland Limited

Seamair Insurance Limited

Societe D’Assurance Generales Appliquees (SAGA) Ltd

UK General Insurance (Ireland) Limited

UPS International Insurance Limited

Valiant Insurance Company Limited

Volkswagen Insurance Company Limited

Western Captive Insurance Company Limited

White Horse Insurance Ireland Limited

Zurich Insurance plc

The total number of firms which are prudentially regulated in Ireland and do not write Irish 
risk is composed of 49 firms which only wrote foreign risk premiums and 15 firms which did 
not write any new business in 2012, giving a total of 64 firms. This information is published by 
the Central Bank only on an annual basis in the Insurance Statistics and was last published on 
3 December 2013.

Since then there has been an increase in the total number of firms to 67 and this was the 
number provided in reply to Parliamentary Question No. 81 of 30 April 2014.  This informa-
tion was provided by the Central Bank on an anonymised basis, as the Central Bank only pub-
lishes the names of firms on an annual basis in the Insurance Statistics. The revised list of firms 
is expected in October 2014. 

The 49 firms which are prudentially regulated in Ireland and wrote only foreign risk 
are;

Acadia International Insurance Limited

Accent Europe Insurance Company Limited (under administration)

ACE Bermuda International Insurance (Ireland) Limited

Aetna Health Insurance Company of Europe Limited

Allianz Worldwide Care Limited

Alreford Limited

Arbor Property & Casualty Ireland Ltd

Arch Mortgage Insurance Limited

ATC Insurance Ireland Limited

Barclays Insurance (Dublin) Limited
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CACI Non-Life Limited

Carrefour Insurance Limited

Catalina Insurance Ireland Limited

Chartis Excess Limited

Classic Brand (Europe) Limited

ENI Insurance Limited

Equinox CA Europe Limited

Esprit Insurance Ltd

European Insurance Risk Excess Ltd

FDI Insurance Ltd

Greenval Insurance Company Limited

Hitachi Capital Insurance Europe Limited

INEOS Insurance Limited

KPN Insurance Company Ltd

Martinsurance Teoranta

MBDA Insurance Limited

Medical Insurance Company Limited

MetLife Europe Insurance Limited

Miripro Insurance Company Ltd

National Grid Insurance Company (Ireland) Ltd

Newell Insurance Limited

NEWWATER INSURANCE LIMITED

Nokatus Insurance Company Ltd

Orkla Insurance Company Ltd

Overseas NEIL Limited

Petroswede Insurance Company Limited

Pharma International Insurance Limited

Philip Morris International Insurance (Ireland) Limited

PMI Mortgage Insurance Company Limited

Preem Insurance Company Limited

Probus Insurance Company Europe Ltd
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RSIF International Limited

Santander Insurance Europe Limited

Sasol International Insurance Ltd

TCS Insurance Company of Ireland Ltd

The Baxendale Insurance Company Ltd

Vishay Insurance Ltd

Wagram Insurance Company Limited

Yara Insurance Ltd

The 15 firms which are prudentially regulated in Ireland and did not write any new 
business in 2012 are;

Baltimore Insurance Ltd

Bavaria Insurance Company Ltd

Beech Hill Insurance Limited

CBL Insurance Europe Limited

Delphi Insurance Limited

Deutsche Post Insurance Ltd

Dornoch International Insurance Limited

Inveralmond Insurance Limited

Irish Permanent Property Company Limited

Nautilus Insurance (Europe) Limited

Standard Trane Insurance Ireland Ltd

Tetra Laval Insurance Company Ltd

Trans-Europe Assurance Limited

W.T.C.D. Insurance Corporation Limited

XERON INSURANCE

10/06/2014WRE00950Tax Forms

10/06/2014WRE01000161. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if an error in the balancing 
statement for 2013 issued to a person (details supplied) in County Cork will be corrected; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24291/14]

10/06/2014WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that this taxpayer’s record has been updated with the information received from  the 
customer on 21st May 2014, and a revised P21 balancing statement, with a small refund, is in 
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the course of being issued.

The issue of an incorrect balancing statement on 29th  March 2014 is regretted.  It occurred 
because of separate notifications of two social protection payments, which did not indicate that 
one included the other.

10/06/2014WRE01150European Stability Programmes

10/06/2014WRE01200162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when Ireland will be fully in-
tegrated into the European semester framework; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24293/14]

10/06/2014WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On 2 June 2014, the EU Commission 
published its proposals for Country Specific Recommendations (CSRs) for the 26 Member 
States across the EU who are not in a programme of financial assistance, as part of the 2014 
European Semester. Only Greece and Cyprus did not receive CSRs this year. 

Having successfully exited the Programme of Financial Assistance, Ireland is now fully 
participating in the semester process for the first time. The engagement of Ireland in the annual 
process is part of the normalisation of our position as a post Programme country. The European 
Semester is a part of the new regime for economic surveillance, in operation since 2011 and 
codified by the ‘six-pack’ of legislative measures adopted in December 2011, to secure and 
maintain sound public finances across the EU, promote growth and employment and avoid 
macroeconomic spillovers between Member States.

The publication of the Annual Growth Survey (AGS) at the end of November 2013 com-
menced the fourth European Semester cycle. The Country Specific Recommendations now pro-
posed by the Commission are based on its assessment of Member States’ Stability Programme 
Updates and National Reform Plans submitted in April this year. They are designed to ensure 
that Member States work together to put in place and maintain the necessary conditions for 
stability, growth and jobs.

The Commission addressed a variety of CSRs to the 26 participating Member States in the 
fields of budgetary, fiscal and financial matters. The CSRs also cover areas where they propose 
deeper structural reforms. Ireland received a total of seven (7) CSRs.

The proposed CSRs for all 26 Member States are being processed through the relevant EU 
Committee formations and Ministers in all relevant Council formations will work in a coordi-
nated and consistent manner towards final endorsement of the 2014 CSRs by Heads of State 
and Government at the June European Council before being finally adopted by the ECOFIN on 
8 July.

10/06/2014WRE01350Insurance Industry Regulation

10/06/2014WRE01400163. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken with the 
Central Bank of Ireland to protect the interests of Setanta Insurance policy holders; if he is con-
sidering the introduction of measures to permit the return of premiums due to policy holders 
and to provide clarity regarding the payment of pending claims; the date on which his Depart-
ment first became aware of the difficulties facing the company; the action his Department took 
to protect the interest of policy holders here; the new mechanisms that will be put in place to 
protect the customers of companies regulated outside of Ireland; and if his Department will sup-
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port a review of passporting in-out requirements in the industry.  [24354/14]

10/06/2014WRE01500164. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 55 of 29 May 2014, regarding Setanta Insurance, the date on which the home regulator 
advised the host regulator of the company’s solvency issue, of the company’s deficit and any 
measures required; if it is his understanding that the accounts of Setanta Insurance showed it 
was not solvent from a regulatory viewpoint for some time and could not therefore be in a posi-
tion to meet its EU regulatory obligations under Solvency I; if he will expand on his statement 
that the regulatory obligations were met, and at what point in time they were met; his views on 
the behaviour of the home regulator in this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24358/14]

10/06/2014WRE01600188. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance in relation to the recent 
Setanta Insurance liquidation, the recourse or action available to persons to recoup their policy 
premiums; if the State has provided assistance to other insurance companies who have got into 
financial difficulty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24635/14]

10/06/2014WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 163, 
164 and 188 together.

At the outset, I would like to say that both I, as Minister for Finance, and the Government 
are concerned over the situation that arose with regard to the Irish policyholders of Setanta In-
surance Company Limited (Setanta).  My Department and the Central Bank will be reviewing 
the circumstances relating to Setanta and will be reporting to me on what lessons can be learnt 
and how the framework can be strengthened. The European Commission has indicated that it 
will also review whether any issues raised relating to the regulatory framework require action.  

Setanta is a Maltese incorporated company which was both authorised and prudentially 
supervised by the Malta Financial Services Authority (MFSA). The Central Bank is in contact 
with the MFSA in relation to Setanta Insurance Company Limited, the impact on policyholders 
and the provision for relevant and appropriate information.

Setanta was regulated at EU regulatory level in accordance with a directive known as Sol-
vency I which currently places requirements on the amount of regulatory capital European 
insurance companies must hold against unforeseen events. I understand that Setanta met its EU 
regulatory obligations and under EU law is, therefore, entitled to trade across EU borders. Un-
der EU legislation the Central Bank of Ireland is not   responsible for the prudential supervision 
of Irish branches of credit institutions authorised in other EEA Member States and operating 
under a passporting arrangement in Ireland.  The Central Bank does however have responsibil-
ity for the supervision of such entities in the following areas:

1. in co-operation with the home state regulator, assessment of their compliance with li-
quidity requirements;

2. consumer protection issues; and

3. compliance with Anti-Money Laundering regulations.

The current legal and regulatory framework for the provision of insurance in the EEA, and 
the supervision of that activity, is prescribed by European Union Law in the Life and Non-Life 
Insurance Directives. The provision of insurance throughout the EEA on a freedom of services 
basis and a freedom of establishment basis (i.e. a branch) within this framework is predicated 
upon the absence of internal market frontiers and the mutual recognition of the authorisation of 
insurance undertakings by Member States.  
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The Insurance Directives specify particular roles for both the home Member State supervi-
sory authority (i.e. the supervisory authority that grants an authorisation) and the host Member 
State supervisory authority (i.e. the supervisory authority of a Member State where an insur-
ance undertaking conducts business of a freedom of services or freedom of establishment basis) 
of an insurance undertaking. Insurance undertakings authorised under the Insurance Directives 
are subject to solvency and financial reserving requirements, the supervision of these require-
ments is the sole responsibility of the home Member State supervisory authority. The primary 
objective of these requirements is to ensure that claims made in respect of policies issued will 
be adequately provided for by an insurance undertaking. 

Under EU law which governs non-life insurance, an insurer is required to inform the regula-
tor in its home Member State (its home regulator) that it intends to pursue business in another 
Member State. The home regulator must then provide the host regulator with a certificate at-
testing that the insurer covers the EU Solvency Capital Requirement, as well as the nature of 
the business which the insurer intends to undertake. The insurer may start to pursue business 
from the date that the certificate is communicated to the host regulator, in this case the Central 
Bank of Ireland.

Under Article 20 of the Third Non-Life Directive the Home Regulator is also required to 
notify the Host Regulator if the solvency margin of an undertaking falls below the statutory 
requirement. In such instances the Home Regulator should inform the Host Regulator of the 
measures it has taken to address the solvency deficit.

Following negotiations that were completed at European level in November, 2013, a new 
regime known as Solvency II will commence on 1 January 2016, which will further strengthen 
the EU regulatory framework. The Solvency II EU Directive sets out new, stronger EU-wide 
requirements on capital adequacy and risk management for insurers with the key aim of increas-
ing policyholder protection.  The new regime will also ensure greater cooperation between 
supervisors.

The Central Bank had Regulator to Regulator contact with the MFSA in September 2013. 
In October 2013 the Central Bank undertook a consumer protection inspection of Setanta. The 
Central Bank became aware of prudential issues in the course of this investigation and subse-
quently shared these with the MFSA in November 2013. At this point the Central Bank entered 
into a phase of heightened contact with the MFSA in relation to these issues. Regular contact 
was maintained in the following months, and in January 2014 an announcement was made that 
the firm would cease writing new business and issuing further renewals. The Central Bank 
wrote on the 16th  January 2014 to advise my Department of their concerns with Setanta’s sol-
vency margin and I was subsequently informed of this.  

With regard to the position of Setanta policyholders, my officials have been in discussions 
with the Central Bank of Ireland, with the Setanta Liquidator, the Accountant of the High 
Court and with the insurance industry representative bodies and I have asked them to convey 
my wish that every effort is made to facilitate Setanta policyholders in obtaining new motor 
insurance policies and in understanding their overall position.  We are endeavouring to obtain 
legal certainty on a number of matters relating to policyholders’ claims for compensation and 
this will be made publicly available in due course.  At this time, I propose to set out the position 
as it currently stands.  

Setanta was formally placed into liquidation by the MFSA on the 30 April 2014 and a liq-
uidator was appointed. Officials from my Department together with officials from the Central 
Bank met with the Liquidator and his representatives in Ireland on 7 May 2014 and the Central 
Bank is in ongoing contact with him regarding the position of Setanta policyholders. All Setanta 
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policies have now been cancelled in line with the terms of the policies.  

In the circumstances, I continue to strongly advise policyholders to make alternative in-
surance arrangements without delay and that they should contact their insurance broker or an 
insurer directly to seek alternative cover.

The Liquidator made arrangements for policyholders to obtain their “no claims bonuses” 
certificates from Setanta. Insurance Ireland have informed me that these certificates are being 
honoured by other insurers and we are aware that many insurers are being flexible surrounding 
requirements for documents.  In addition, the Insurance Ireland ‘Declined Cases Agreement’ is 
available to policyholders of Setanta.  I am informed that under the agreement, the insurance 
market will not refuse to provide insurance to an individual seeking insurance, if he/she has 
approached at least three insurers and has not been able to obtain cover from them.  I under-
stand that Insurance Ireland is also making information available to those who have queries, 
complaints or difficulties in relation to this matter through their service at (01) 676 1914 or by 
email at info@insuranceireland.eu.

With regard to Setanta premiums and claims, the position on each policy is for the liqui-
dator to decide in due course.  My officials and the Central Bank will remain in close contact 
with the Liquidator and I have asked that public statements are provided to clarify matters for 
policyholders and claimants.

The Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland (MIBI) is a non-profit-making organisation regis-
tered in Ireland.  All insurance companies underwriting motor insurance in this county must, by 
law, be members of MIBI and contribute to the funding of claims in proportion to their market 
share.   

The principal role of MIBI is to compensate innocent victims of accidents caused by unin-
sured and unidentified vehicles. This is regulated under the terms of an Agreement between the 
MIBI and the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  We are endeavouring to clarify the 
position on a number of matters relating to policyholders’ claims for compensation, including 
the role of MIBI in this regard.  However, if, for legal reasons, MIBI is not in a position to ac-
cept a claim, these third party claims will be eligible to proceed for consideration by the High 
Court for compensation from the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF).

Under Section 6 of the Insurance Act 1964 the Minister for Finance may, on the recommen-
dation of the Bank, advance from time to time to the ICF such sum as he thinks proper to enable 
payments out of the Fund. During the administration of Quinn Insurance Limited, Primor plc 
(formerly PMPA) and Icarom plc (formerly Insurance Corporation of Ireland) the State was 
required to advance funds to the ICF in order to ensure that the administrators were adequately 
funded in order to meet their financial obligations as they arose.

Claims on personal insurance policies will be payable from the ICF.  All ICF payments 
are subject to the limit of 65% of the amount due or €825,000, whichever is the lesser. Under 
Section 3.6 of the Insurance Amendment Act 1964 (as amended) first party claims by a body 
corporate or unincorporated body are not covered by the ICF. 

The refund of premiums for either commercial or personal insurance policies is not covered 
by the ICF or MIBI. However, unpaid premium would fall to be claimed from the Setanta Liq-
uidator in due course.

10/06/2014WRE01750Tax Collection
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10/06/2014WRE01800165. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commis-
sioners will act immediately to proceed to wind up a company (details supplied) in Dublin 1 to 
satisfy outstanding arrears of tax and PRSI due to the Revenue Commissioners and providing 
a route for the workers to access the insolvency fund to receive payment of wages and other 
entitlements. [24403/14]

10/06/2014WRE01900190. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that 
the Revenue Commissioners are in the process of winding up the company (details supplied) 
to satisfy outstanding arrears of tax and PRSI due to the Revenue Commissioners. [24670/14]

10/06/2014WRE02000191. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that 
the Revenue Commissioners will wind up a company (details supplied) to satisfy outstanding 
arrears of tax and PRSI due to the Revenue Commissioners; and the time frame for the wind 
up.  [24671/14]

10/06/2014WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 165, 
190 and 191 together.

I am advised by Revenue that in accordance with Section 851A of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997, it is precluded from disclosing any information in regard to the tax affairs of any 
taxpayer or business on the grounds of taxpayer confidentiality.

10/06/2014WRE02150NAMA Property Rental

10/06/2014WRE02200166. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in 
tabular form, the number of residential National Asset Management Agency properties in each 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24424/14]

10/06/2014WRE02300184. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down, in tabular form, of the number of units the National Asset Management Agency made 
available for social housing in each local authority; if they are apartments or houses; the number 
that have been accepted for social housing; the number that are subject to negotiations; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24575/14]

10/06/2014WRE02400185. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the number of housing 
units the National Asset Management Agency currently controls; if he will provide a break-
down of the number that are apartments or houses; the number currently occupied; if they are 
habitable or in need of finishing out or refurbishment; if he will indicate for each of these figures 
the number that are in the county of Dublin comprising the four local authorities; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24576/14]

10/06/2014WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 166, 
184 and 185 together.

A detailed breakdown of the property securing NAMA’s remaining loans by region and by 
sector is outlined on page 42 of its Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2013, which is 
available on the Agency’s website, www.nama.ie.  In evidence to the Dáil Committee of Pub-
lic Accounts on 29 May, NAMA indicated that it has an interest as a secured lender in about 
16,000 completed residential properties in Ireland, mainly apartments, which are located in 
Dublin, Limerick, Cork and Galway.  The vast majority of these properties are currently let by 
their owners/receivers in the private rental market.  In addition, NAMA has to date made 5,237 
residential properties available for social housing.  This includes 500 apartments that will soon 
become available in Tallaght following the completion of substantial remediation works funded 
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by NAMA and which are, NAMA understands, subject to on-going assessment by the Dublin 
local authorities.

Of the 5,237 properties made available by NAMA, Local authorities have confirmed de-
mand for 2,004, 695 of which have been contracted.  NAMA expects that 1,100 properties will 
have been delivered for social housing through this process by the end of 2014.  This does not 
include potential delivery arising from the 500 apartments recently identified in Tallaght.  The 
Deputy will appreciate that NAMA has no role in terms of determining the take-up of properties 
that it has made available for social housing as this is a matter for local authorities. Where local 
authorities do not take up properties identified by NAMA, the properties are let or sold by their 
owners/receivers.  Once demand has been confirmed for houses and apartments and contracts 
entered into, NAMA immediately makes them available for social housing.  This often involves 
significant NAMA investment to complete construction works and resolve outstanding statu-
tory compliance issues.  NAMA provides detail on this process on page 30 of its Annual Report 
and Financial Statements for 2013.  

Local Authority Functional 
Area

Total Made 
Available by 
NAMA

Demand 
Confirmed 
by Local Au-
thorities

In Negotia-
tion

Complete/ 
Contracted

Carlow Co. Co. 137 77 - 55
Cavan Co. Co. 49 17 - -
Clare Co. Co. 202 42 23 7
Cork City 419 95 41 53
Cork Co. Co. 471 148 67 55
Donegal Co. Co. 118 55 5
Drogheda Borough Council 27 27 - 27
Dublin City 769 388 201 163
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
Co. Co.

305 114 - 77

Fingal Co. Co. 203 56 - 44
Galway City 137 137 86 45
Galway Co. Co. 114 70 21 15
Kerry Co. Co. 114 54 - 15
Kildare Co. Co. 243 82 3 64
Kilkenny Co. Co. 167 87 66 5
Laois  Co. Co. 98 6 -
Leitrim  Co. Co. 35 - -
Limerick  Co. Co. 128 71 - 9
Longford  Co. Co. 31 3 -
Mayo  Co. Co. 66 58 -
Meath Co. Co. 215 37 12 11
Monaghan  Co. Co. 42 42 42
North Tipperary Co. Co. 13  
Offaly Co. Co. 79 55 51
Roscommon Co. Co. 91  
Sligo  Co. Co. 46 16  
South Dublin Co. Co. 568 50 8 40
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Local Authority Functional 
Area

Total Made 
Available by 
NAMA

Demand 
Confirmed 
by Local Au-
thorities

In Negotia-
tion

Complete/ 
Contracted

South Tipperary Co. Co. 34 13  
Waterford City 7 7  
Waterford Co. Co. 65 39 46
Westmeath Co. Co. 64 47 12 8
Wexford  Co. Co. 152 104 81 2
Wicklow Co. Co. 36 7 7
Grand Total 5,237 2,004 772 695

10/06/2014WRE02550NAMA Property Leases

10/06/2014WRE02600167. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent 
announcement by Dublin City Council that it had acquired the National Asset Management 
Agency’s 53% interest in the Ballymun Shopping Centre, if he will disclose the sale price and 
yield percentage of this asset which is being transferred between two agencies of the State. 
[24425/14]

10/06/2014WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that, the Board of NAMA 
has approved the recommendation of the Receiver to Ballymun Shopping Centre to sell its 53% 
share in the Shopping Centre to Dublin City Council, which holds the remaining 47% interest, 
for a consideration of €2.5m.  The price is supported by an open market valuation.

10/06/2014WRE02750NAMA Transactions

10/06/2014WRE02800168. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the amount of vendor 
finance provided by the National Asset Management Agency to date; the amount presently out-
standing; the number of transactions to which vendor finance has been provided; the number of 
transactions to which vendor finance has been provided which relate to property located in the 
Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and Britain; and the amount of interest booked and paid 
to NAMA in respect of vendor finance in 2013. [24426/14]

10/06/2014WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I refer the Deputy to page 21 of NA-
MA’s Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2013, which is available on the Agency’s 
website, www.nama.ie.  NAMA has, as set out in its Annual Report, advanced €373m to date 
across six transactions, four of which relate to properties in the Republic of Ireland and two in 
the UK.  These loans are fully performing.

10/06/2014WRE02950NAMA Accounts

10/06/2014WRE03000169. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance when the management 
accounts and report for the National Asset Management Agency, as provided for under section 
55 of the NAMA Act 2009, were delivered by NAMA to his Department; when they will be 
published; the reason for any delay with publication; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24427/14]

10/06/2014WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In line with the NAMA Act 2009 the 
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Section 55 Report and Accounts for Quarter 4 2013, was received in my Department on the 31st 
of March 2014.  The Section 55 Report and Accounts for Quarter 4 2013 was laid before the 
House together with NAMA’s 2013 Annual Report following the Government meeting on the 
27th of May 2014. Both of these documents are available in the Oireachtas Library.

I am advised the Quarter 1 2014 Section 55 report and accounts will be submitted to me by 
the statutory deadline of 30 June 2014 and I intend to publish these as soon as possible there-
after.

10/06/2014WRE03150NAMA Transactions

10/06/2014WRE03200170. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent 
publication of the National Asset Management Agency Annual Report 2013, which states the 
need for vendor finance in 2013 may be reducing, and in view of the relatively attractive terms 
on which NAMA’s vendor finance is provided, if he is concerned at dysfunction in the property 
marketplace; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24428/14]

10/06/2014WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As set out in NAMA’s Annual Report 
and Financial Statements for 2013, which is available on the Agency’s website, www.nama.ie, 
NAMA Vendor Finance was introduced in 2012 at a time when many potential investors were 
constrained by a lack of access to bank finance.  A number of market changes arising out of the 
improved landscape and increased activity in the Irish property market from 2013 suggest that 
the need for NAMA vendor financing may be reducing.  These include the prevalence of inter-
national investors with ready access to capital, a gradual increase in domestic bank lending and 
the introduction of Irish REITs as an alternative investment mechanism.  These developments 
point to recovery in the Irish property market place.

10/06/2014WRE03350IBRC Liquidation

10/06/2014WRE03400171. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he has any concerns 
with the deal reportedly struck between the special liquidators of Irish Bank Resolution Cor-
poration, acting under the appointment and on behalf of him, and two unidentified informants, 
whereby the special liquidators have agreed to pay the informants 3% of any moneys recovered; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24429/14]

10/06/2014WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Irish Bank Resolution Corporation 
(IBRC), which is owned by the State and is currently subject to a liquidation process has been 
seeking control of security relating to very substantial loans to companies which were owned 
and controlled by the Quinn family.  The total value of this lending was approximately €2.8 
billion. The Bank sought to enforce its security in April 2011 only to discover that steps had 
been taken to undermine the value of that security. It is the Bank’s position that these steps were 
executed pursuant to a fraudulent conspiracy between members of the Quinn family.  The Bank 
commenced proceedings in June 2011 in Ireland in respect of this conspiracy and obtained a 
number of injunctions against members of the Quinn family.  The Bank’s position is that both 
prior to and following the commencement of the conspiracy proceedings that members of the 
Quinn family have used every means at their disposal to hide assets from the Bank. Extensive 
efforts have been made by the Bank to retrieve assets in a range of jurisdictions with limited 
success. 

Prior to the appointment of the Joint Special Liquidators (JSLs) to IBRC in February 2013, 
the Bank was informed through a solicitor, that two former clients of his (the informants) had 
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information pertaining to the assets held by the Quinn family. The Informants requested that 
an agreement be put in place between them and the Bank to recompense them for providing 
information. Before entering into an agreement, the Bank undertook due diligence on these two 
people to establish their credibility.

Following this due diligence, the Board of IBRC decided that it was incumbent on the Bank 
to do what it could to establish the truth of the information promised by the informants in order 
to ensure that any assets properly belonging to the Bank be discovered. The Board initiated an 
agreement with the informants. This agreement was on the basis of a percentage of any funds 
retrieved directly through information provided by the informants.

When the JSLs were appointed in February 2013, they were appraised of the proposed 
agreement which had not been fully concluded. The JSLs are under a legal duty to realise assets 
and pay creditors including the Irish taxpayer. Having reviewed all of the details pertaining  to 
this, the JSLs formed the view that the proposed arrangement was appropriated as it would only 
arise if funds were retrieved as a result of information provided by the informants. In March 
2013, an agreement between the Bank and the informants was signed providing that they would 
receive 3% of any cash recoveries.

The JSLs note that this information was detailed in an affidavit sworn by them and opened 
in the English High Court.  

This arrangement is a matter for JSLs who have been appointed to maximise the overall 
return for creditors in the liquidation including the Irish taxpayer.

10/06/2014WRE03550NAMA Operations

10/06/2014WRE03600172. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance his views on the ap-
propriateness of the recent appointment by the National Asset Management Agency of Price-
waterhouse Coopers to provide an internal audit service to the agency, in view of the ongoing 
litigation by the receivers of Quinn Insurance who are claiming approximately €1 billion in 
damages from PwC in respect of alleged audit failings by PwC at Quinn Insurance.  [24430/14]

10/06/2014WRE03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that NAMA, in selecting 
a service provider to provide internal audit services, undertook an open competitive tender pro-
cess.  The selection of the winning bid was a matter for the  NAMA Board.

10/06/2014WRE03750Insurance Industry

10/06/2014WRE03800173. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the total amount of fund-
ing provided by the insurance compensation fund to Quinn Insurance to date; and the current 
estimate of the overall amount of funding to be provided, including that forecast to be provided 
in future. [24431/14]

10/06/2014WRE03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In 2010, at the request of the Central 
Bank of Ireland, Joint Administrators were appointed by the High Court under the Insurance 
No. 2 Act 1983 to Quinn Insurance Limited (QIL) because of concerns about the solvency posi-
tion of that firm. To date, a total of €1,118m has been drawn down from the Insurance Compen-
sation Fund by the Joint Administrators.

The Joint Administrators, when presenting their 10th  report to the High Court in July 2012, 
indicated that the potential call on the ICF could be up to €1.65bn. The Joint Administrators 
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pointed out in their report that if they were to remove most of the accounting adjustments and 
use a “best estimate” calculation, then the call on the fund is likely to be in the range of €1.1bn 
to €1.3bn rather than the €1.65bn for which they have provided. 

The latest update from the Joint administrators to officials from my Department indicate that 
they are increasingly confident that the total drawdown will be in that lower range.

10/06/2014WRE03950Insurance Industry

10/06/2014WRE04000174. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an 
update on the litigation by the administrators of Quinn Insurance against PricewaterhouseCoo-
pers, which was commenced on 15 February 2012, and involves a claim for damages of approx-
imately €1 billion in respect of alleged audit failings by PwC at Quinn Insurance.  [24432/14]

10/06/2014WRE04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In July 2012 the Joint Administrators 
of Quinn Insurance Limited (QIL) informed the High Court that they were considering taking 
legal action for negligence against the former auditors of QIL, PricewaterhouseCoopers.

The proceedings were admitted to the Commercial Court on 29 July 2013 and QIL provided 
its statement of claim to PricewaterhouseCoopers on 24th  September 2013.  The Commercial 
Court is case-managing the proceedings and the most recent directions issued by the Court an-
ticipate that PricewaterhouseCoopers will provide its defence to QIL by 1 August 2014.

As this case is before the Courts I do not propose to make any further statement now.

10/06/2014WRF00150Tax Collection Forecasts

10/06/2014WRF00200175. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Finance based on the 2013 budget, the 
income that would be generated from tax collected from PAYE employees and self-employed 
persons if a 1% income tax cut was implemented; the extent to which the revenue generated 
through such a measure differs from the projected tax take if such a tax cut were not imple-
mented; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24453/14]

10/06/2014WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the full year cost to the Exchequer, estimated by reference to 2014 incomes, of 
decreasing the standard rate of Income Tax by 1 percentage point from 20% to 19%, would be 
approximately €453 million.

These figures are estimated from the Revenue tax forecasting model, using actual data for 
the year 2011 adjusted as necessary for income, employment and self-employment trends in the 
interim. They are provisional and may be revised.

I assume the Deputy is enquiring as to the revenues that would be generated from consump-
tion taxes across the economy as a result of any extra spending that might occur as a result of 
such a cut in income tax. It is not possible to estimate such a figure.  However, it is unlikely that 
a reduction in labour taxation would pay for itself through additional spending in the economy, 
in the short run.  It cannot be assumed that any loss in Exchequer revenue from reductions in 
income tax or USC would be completely offset by additional indirect taxes that might arise, 
for example, from additional consumer expenditure, not least because taxpayers might apply 
their additional take-home pay to saving or to debt reduction.  If the resulting shortfall was not 
made up for in tax increases elsewhere this could jeopardise our goal of reaching a 3% deficit 
by 2015.
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10/06/2014WRF00350Mortgage Resolution Processes

10/06/2014WRF00400176. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the total number of family 
homes surrendered and-or repossessed by the various lending agencies in each of the past three 
years to date; if such arrangements were entered into by agreement through the courts or an 
intermediary, including personal insolvency practitioners; the extent to which the families have 
become the responsibility of the local authorities or other agencies in respect of their housing 
needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24456/14]

10/06/2014WRF00500177. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which in 
the context of debt resolution and the need to enter into arrangement with borrowers, lending 
institutions are relying more on the last option of voluntary surrender or repossession rather 
than pursuit of various other options to enable the borrower retain the family home, particularly 
where the sustainability of the proposal is at least as viable as it was when the loan was first 
negotiated; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24457/14]

10/06/2014WRF00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 176 
and 177 together.

The strong view of the Government is that, in respect of co-operating borrowers under 
the Central Bank’s ‘Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process’, repossession of a person’s primary 
home should only be considered as a last resort and that every effort should be made to agree a 
sustainable arrangement as an alternative to loss of ownership. 

In that context, the Deputy will be aware that the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mort-
gage Arrears (CCMA) places an onus on the banks, in respect of a co-operating borrower, to 
explore all the options for an alternative repayment arrangement offered by a lender to address 
a mortgage difficulty and that a lender may only commence proceedings for repossession where 
the lender has made every reasonable effort to agree an alternative arrangement with the bor-
rower. 

If a borrower is offered an alternative repayment arrangement, the lender must give the bor-
rower a clear explanation of the proposed arrangement and how it works, including the reason 
why the lender considers it to be appropriate for the borrower. The lender must also provide the 
borrower with the advantages of the offer and explain any disadvantages. 

If the lender is not offering the borrower any alternative repayment arrangement, the reasons 
for this must be given in writing. The lender must also inform the borrower that a copy of the 
most recent Standard Financial Statement (SFS) is available on request, and provide the bor-
rower with details, in writing of:

- other options available 

- the borrowers right to make an appeal

- the website of the Insolvency Service of Ireland

The same information must be given to the borrower if he/she does not accept the alternative 
repayment arrangement offered to by the lender.

Furthermore, the CCMA provides that if a borrower is not satisfied with the alternative 
repayment arrangement offered by the lender, or if the lender declines to offer an alternative 
repayment arrangement, the borrower will have the right to appeal that decision to the lender’s 
internal Appeals Board.  If the borrower is not happy with the outcome of an appeal/complaint 
made to the lender, s/he can refer the matter to the Financial Services Ombudsman (FSO).  Fur-
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ther information on how to make a complaint to the FSO is available at www.financialombuds-
man.ie .

Regarding data on repossessions, Central Bank statistics indicate the following is the posi-
tion since the start of 2011 in respect of primary dwelling properties:-

 - 2011 2012 2013 2014 (Q1 only)
Court Order 196 194 251 54
Voluntary or 
abandoned

412 410 515 227

Total 608 604 766 281
 

Central Bank statistics are not in a position to indicate the housing status of households 
following repossession or the number of houses that were surrendered arising from the new 
statutory insolvency processes, though it is noted that these only became operational towards 
the end of 2013.  The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (in 
respect of the housing authorities) and the Department of Justice and Equality (in respect of the 
Insolvency Service) will be the appropriate Departments for the provision of available data on 
these aspects.

10/06/2014WRF00650Hidden Economy Monitoring Group Meetings

10/06/2014WRF00700178. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the number of times the 
Hidden Economy Monitoring Group meets on an annual basis. [24498/14]

10/06/2014WRF00800179. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if the Hidden Economy 
Monitoring Group has considered any information on shadow economic activity in the con-
struction industry, particularly potential cases of persons working in the Republic of Ireland 
who are also illegally claiming social protection entitlements in Northern Ireland.  [24499/14]

10/06/2014WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 178 
and 179 together.

I wish to inform the Deputy that the Hidden Economy Monitoring Group (HEMG) is a non-
statutory multi-agency group (currently chaired by the Revenue Commissioners) comprising 
of business representative bodies (including the Construction Industry Federation), the Irish 
Congress of Trade Unions and the State agencies such as the Revenue Commissioners, the 
Department of Social Protection and the National Employment Rights Authority (NERA).  The 
primary focus of the Hidden Economy Monitoring Group is to provide a forum for all parties to 
exchange views on combatting shadow economy activity.  

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that, in general, a plenary meeting of the 
HEMG takes place twice a year (or more frequently if required).  For 2014, the HEMG is 
conducting its detailed work through three sub-groups.  One sub-group is concentrating on the 
construction sector, another sub-group is examining the merits of consumer protection aware-
ness of the downsides of engaging with, or purchasing goods from, shadow economy operators 
and the final sub-group is exploring the merits of having in place ‘plain English guides’ that 
may make it easier for businesses to comply with their tax and duty obligations.  The HEMG 
has also previously conducted its discussions through four Regional sub-groups where local 
State agency officials met, and exchanged views, with their local counterparts from business 
representative bodies and trade unions.  During 2013, the Regional sub-groups met on nine oc-
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casions.

Apart from their involvement in the HEMG, I am further informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that, as part of their normal compliance operations in the construction sector, Rev-
enue staff carry out routine visits to building sites including visits to building sites wherein the 
capital expenditure is State funded (such as the Department of Education & Skills capital ex-
penditure sites).  In some instances, such site visits are undertaken jointly with relevant officers 
from the Department of Social Protection and from the National Employment Rights Authority. 

I am further informed by the Revenue Commissioners that their officers have a very good 
working relationship with the Department of Social Protection. Joint Investigation Units are 
in place and comprehensive exchange of information takes place, including in relation to sus-
pected ‘working and signing’.  

As to individuals making false claims for social protection payments in another jurisdiction, 
that is primarily a matter for that jurisdiction.  However, I am aware that Department of Social 
Protection officials works closely with their counterparts in Northern Ireland and I’m sure that 
if the Deputy will pass to DSP any evidence he has of individuals making false claims for social 
protection payments in Northern Ireland, they will have the matter examined.  

10/06/2014WRF00950Construction Sector Strategy

10/06/2014WRF01000180. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the rationale for a mort-
gage insurance scheme for first time buyers under the construction 2020 strategy when lenders 
already have access to indemnity insurance which is not a cost to the State; the way it will be 
financed if the proposal goes ahead; if the cost will be borne directly or indirectly by the first 
time buyer or the banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24519/14]

10/06/2014WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government recently launched 
‘Construction 2020: A strategy for a renewed construction sector’. The purpose of the strategy 
is to underpin the future competitiveness of the country, ensuring that we continue to be well-
positioned to attract the inward investment that has been so important to our economic develop-
ment.

The strategy includes the Government’s desire for a return to sustainable levels of mortgage 
lending as part of a healthy market. This involves the consideration of measures to stimulate 
the development of housing. In order for developers to be supported, they need confidence that 
customers will be capable of accessing finance to purchase new builds. This means mortgage 
products being available to potential purchasers with an ability to support repayments.

In Ireland’s recent abnormal housing market, lending volumes have declined dramatically. 
The banks are highlighting the lack of supply of houses in particular urban areas as a contrib-
uting factor for the lack of drawdown of approved mortgage facilities.  I would look upon the 
development of this initiative as being an aid to encouraging and facilitating the supply of new 
homes particularly for young families.  

In other jurisdictions, such as the UK and Canada, “mortgage insurance” markets have been 
developed to support bank mortgage lending, particularly to ‘First Time Buyers’. Mortgage 
insurance allows banks to share the risk of mortgage lending, either with the public sector or 
with private sector insurance companies with the aim of increasing bank lending in general or 
to target groups. 

My Department is committed, under this strategy, to examine the concept of a mortgage in-
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surance scheme and how it might benefit new housing completions in the Irish market. The ob-
jective of any scheme would be to ensure adequate availability of mortgage finance on afford-
able terms for new completions, particularly for ‘First Time Buyers’, as the economy recovers. 

 As the Construction Strategy mentions, my Department is undertaking an economic impact 
analysis which will assess the impact such a scheme would have on the Irish housing market, 
taking into consideration time limits, targeting ‘First Time Buyers’ or owner occupiers and 
focussing on new housing. The analysis will draw lessons from mortgage insurance initiatives 
undertaken in other countries and will include questions as to the appropriateness of a price cap 
as well as regional or geographic restrictions. Some schemes, currently in place in other juris-
dictions, operate on a commercial basis. Once this analysis has been completed and presented 
to me I will consider next steps.     

10/06/2014WRF01150Tax Clearance Certificates

10/06/2014WRF01200181. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if a tax clearance certifi-
cate will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24532/14]

10/06/2014WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that they have not received a request for a tax clearance certificate from the 
person concerned.

I have further been advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, having contacted the per-
son concerned, they understand that a tax clearance certificate is required by him in relation to 
a local authority grant application. 

An application form  for a PAYE Tax Clearance (TC11) has now issued to the person con-
cerned.  His application will be processed on receipt of the completed form. 

Question No. 182 answered with Question No. 146.

10/06/2014WRF01450Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Investments

10/06/2014WRF01500183. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance if he will make a commitment 
to ring-fencing moneys from the strategic investment fund for investment in County Waterford 
in view of recent job losses, the higher than average unemployment rate and the ongoing threat 
to jobs represented by the current uncertainty at a company (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24573/14]

10/06/2014WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The National Treasury Management 
Agency (Amendment) Bill 2014, which is currently being debated by Dáil Éireann, will re-
orient the National Pensions Reserve Fund into the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF), 
which will have a mandate to invest on a commercial basis in a manner designed to support 
economic activity and employment in Ireland.  This means the ISIF will have a dual objective   
both investment return and economic impact.

One of the key potential advantages of the ISIF will be its ability to attract co-investment 
from domestic and international third parties. International investors will only put their money 
to work alongside the ISIF if they have confidence in the commerciality of the investment pro-
cess.
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In recent months, the NTMA, in consultation with the Department of Finance and a number 
of other Government Departments and Agencies, has been developing an Economic Impact 
Framework to identify target areas for investment which have higher potential economic and 
employment impact, and which will also facilitate the identification of categories of investment 
that would be expected to assist and accelerate normalisation of capital markets in Ireland fol-
lowing  the financial crisis.

Given that the ISIF is not yet operational, it is not possible to say now what will be the 
nature and shape of the ISIF’s ultimate investment portfolio. I expect that the ISIF will seek in-
vestment opportunities across the country; however, the draft legislation does not mandate fixed 
allocations of capital for specific regions because the ISIF is primarily a provider of finance and 
so will be only one player in the development of proposals with economic and employment im-
pact. It would not make sense to have ISIF capital segregated waiting for investment proposals 
in a particular region when it could be put to good use elsewhere. In any case, the ISIF will be 
a revolving fund, in the sense that it will seek to realise its investments as appropriate in order 
to have capital available to make new investments. 

The ISIF is open for business and is actively seeking investment opportunities across the 
country. In March this year the NTMA held a market engagement event in Dublin castle seeking 
investment opportunities and co-investors. The ISIF can be contacted directly with proposals 
for commercial investment.

Questions Nos. 184 and 185 answered with Question No. 166.

10/06/2014WRF01750Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRF01800186. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he will list in tabular 
form all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to powers delegated to the Minister 
for State with special responsibility for public service reform and the Office of Public Works; 
if he will detail the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly to said 
Minister of State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24615/14]

10/06/2014WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): No order under the Ministers and Sec-
retaries (Amendment)(No. 2) Act 1977 delegating functions to the Minister of State has been 
signed by me. However, following a Government decision of 18th October 2011, the Minister 
of State was assigned responsibility for International Tax Issues and Customs Reform. The 
senior civil servant with overall repsonsibility in the areas mentioned is the Assistant Secretary 
who heads the Fiscal Policy Division.

Functions in respect of the Office of Public Works and Public Service Reform are a matter 
for my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. 

10/06/2014WRF01950Central Bank of Ireland

10/06/2014WRF02000187. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if a recent audit at the Central 
Bank of Ireland uncovered the fact that staff at a company (details supplied) had access to the 
data held in the bank’s data centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24626/14]

10/06/2014WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  It has not been possible to obtain the 
information sought by the Deputy in the time available. However, it will be forwarded to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.
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Question No. 188 answered with Question No. 163.

10/06/2014WRF02250Public Sector Staff

10/06/2014WRF02300189. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 49 of 28 May 2014, if he will consider appointing an investigator as per section 14(2) 
of the Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24663/14]

10/06/2014WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have no role in relation to Section 14 
(2) of the Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004.  The question 
of appointing an investigator is a matter for the Commission for Public Service Appointments 

However, as indicated in my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 49 of 28 May 2014, I am 
advised by the Revenue Commissioners that a full investigation has been launched into the mat-
ter in question by the Revenue Commissioners who have requested the Commission for Public 
Service Appointments to undertake an audit of this competition on its completion.

Questions Nos. 190 and 191 answered with Question No. 165.

10/06/2014WRF02550General Government Debt

10/06/2014WRF02600192. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a de-
tailed breakdown for the projected general Government deficit for 2015 increasing from 2.2% 
in the 2013 Stability Programme Update to 2.9% in the 2014 Stability Programme Update.  
[24691/14]

10/06/2014WRF02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy points out, the deficit 
forecast for 2015 has changed since the SPU published in April 2013.  Given the significant 
number of moving parts, changes to the fiscal forecasts are not unusual.  The overall 2015 
nominal deficit is some €1.2bn higher than estimated in April 2013.  This higher nominal deficit 
coupled with lower economic growth has resulted in the forecasted deficit changing from 2.2% 
of GDP to 2.9% of GDP in the 2014 Stability Programme Update. 

While nearly all estimates have changed in the interim, there are three principal reasons 
for the lower forecast. Firstly, nominal economic growth has not materialised as expected and 
the forecast nominal GDP for 2015 (which is used as the denominator for deficit purposes) has 
reduced from €181.6bn to €174.5bn.

Secondly, given the latitude provided by the restructuring of the promissory note last year, 
estimated voted expenditure ceilings have increased by c. €0.5bn.  This was agreed in the con-
text of Budget 2014.  Finally, related to the lower than expected economic growth, tax revenue 
in 2015 is forecast at some €1.2bn lower than this time last year.  There were also some minor 
positive offsetting factors.

10/06/2014WRG00150Insurance Compensation Fund

10/06/2014WRG00200193. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out in tabular 
form the loans that the State has made to the insurance compensation fund in each year since 
2010; the expected date of recovery of these loans; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [24692/14]

10/06/2014WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Insurance Compensation Fund 
(ICF) allows administrators to apply to the High Court for funding where necessary in order 
to enable meet their financial obligations as they arise. The ICF is funded by industry through 
a levy. However, because it is not pre-funded, there is a provision in the 1964 Insurance Act 
which allows the Minister for Finance to provide the necessary monies in the form of a repay-
able loan where there are insufficient funds available. 

Since the appointment of Joint administrators to Quinn Insurance Limited (QIL) in 2010, a 
total of €933.3m has been advanced to the ICF.

Amounts drawn down by ICF from the Exchequer

Date of Payment Loans from the State to the Fund
 €m
Total 2010 0
Total 2011 280
Total 2012 455.5
Total 2013 197.8
Total Payment 933.3

It is difficult to know with certainty how long it will take to fully recover the money.  A 
major factor in the speed of recovery will be how much gross premiums relating to insured risk 
in the State increase during this time.  The higher the level of gross premiums to which the 2% 
levy is applied, the quicker the Exchequer will be repaid.

Under the current estimates it is expected however, that the ICF will be in a position to begin 
repaying the Exchequer in late 2015.  This will continue until the Exchequer advance has been 
repaid.  It should be noted that a commercial rate of interest of 250bp over the 6 month Euribor 
rate applies to the Exchequer advances.

10/06/2014WRG00350National Debt

10/06/2014WRG00400194. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of interest ex-
pected to be paid in 2014 on the national debt; the amount of that interest which relates to the 
debt burden associated with rescuing the banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24709/14]

10/06/2014WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The recent Stability Programme Update 
2014 projected general government interest payable in 2014 at just under €8 billion.

As I outlined in my response to PQ 23246/14 recently, it is not possible to quantify that part 
of the debt interest bill that relates to the recapitalisation of the banks.  It can only be tentatively 
estimated. 

Of the projected 2014 general government interest bill of just under €8 billion, my Depart-
ment estimates that circa €1.6 billion relates to rescue operations in the context of the financial 
crisis, of which around €0.8 billion relates to interest payable on the floating rate Government 
bonds used to replace the promissory notes in 2013. The Deputy should note that the interest 
payments on the floating rate bonds contribute significantly to the surplus income of the Central 
Bank, up to 80% of which is paid to the Central Fund in the following year.
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10/06/2014WRG00550National Debt

10/06/2014WRG00600195. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated national debt 
of Ireland at the present time; the amount of that national debt which is associated with rescuing 
the banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24710/14]

10/06/2014WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): End-2013 general government debt, 
which is a gross measure, is estimated by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) at €202.9 billion 
or 123.7 per cent of GDP.

The proceeds of all borrowing as well as revenues including tax and non-tax, and capital 
receipts are lodged to the Exchequer account to fund general expenditure. In general terms, 
no specific tranches of borrowing were undertaken solely for the purpose of recapitalising the 
banking sector. Therefore, that part of the debt that relates to the recapitalisation of the banks 
can only be tentatively estimated. 

The Deputy will be aware however that the IBRC promissory notes were cancelled in 2013, 
and replaced with a portfolio of eight floating rate Government bonds for a total amount of €25 
billion. 

Furthermore, the €3.06 billion Promissory Note instalment due to IBRC at end-March 2012 
was settled with a Government bond. 

By the end of 2013, it is estimated that €10 billion (net of the sale of Bank of Ireland equity 
in 2011, the sale of Irish Life and the sale of contingent capital notes in 2013) has been paid 
through direct payments from the Exchequer account to the banking sector*. The payment of 
the 2011 promissory note instalment of €3.085 billion was also made from the Exchequer ac-
count.

My Department therefore estimates the amount of debt associated with rescue operations 
during the financial crisis to be of the order of €41 billion at end-2013.

*This figure excludes the benefit of fees paid to the Minister under the Credit Institutions 
Financial Support and Eligible Liabilities Guarantee schemes amounting to €4.4 billion from 
2008 to 2014. The figure also excludes any estimation of ongoing interest costs relating to res-
cue operations.

10/06/2014WRG00750Mortgage Arrears Proposals

10/06/2014WRG00800196. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will respond to cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding distressed mortgage holders; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24714/14]

10/06/2014WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have advised the Deputy recently that 
as statutory regulator of credit institutions, the Central Bank has the power, from both a pru-
dential and consumer protection perspective, to require banks to meaningfully and sustainably 
address mortgage arrears cases on their books.  The Central Bank’s Mortgage Arrears Resolu-
tion Targets (MART) process, as announced in March 2013, sets time bound and measurable 
targets for the main banks requiring them to systematically address their arrears book.  Under 
this rolling process, quarterly performance targets have been set to require the banks to propose 
and put in place durable long term solutions to address individual cases of mortgages in dif-
ficulty where the mortgage is more than 90 days in arrears.  In that context, the Deputy will be 
aware that the Central Bank has now indicated that it expects that ‘proposed’ solutions be made 
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in respect of 85% of principal dwelling houses (PDH) and buy-to-let (BTL) arrears cases and 
that ‘concluded’ solutions be made with 45% of arrears cases by the end of 2014.  The Deputy 
will also be aware that the Central Bank has concluded its audit and assessment of a sample of 
the banks’ end 2013 target returns.  Based on the information submitted, the Central Bank has 
advised that the banks have indicated they have met the targets of proposing solutions to 50% 
and concluding solutions for 15% of those in arrears greater than 90 days. 

The consumer protection provisions of the Central Bank are contained within the Consumer 
Protection Code and the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA).  The CCMA sets 
out requirements for mortgage lenders dealing with borrowers facing or in mortgage arrears 
on their PDH mortgage and it applies to all regulated mortgage lenders. The CCMA is issued 
under Section 117 of the Central Bank Act 1989 and lenders covered by the Code are required 
to comply with it as a matter of law.  The Central Bank has the power to administer sanctions 
for a contravention of this Code.    In relation to buy to let mortgages, the Residential Tenancies 
Act 2004, which falls within the remit of the Minister for Housing and Planning, provides the 
main regulatory framework for the private rental sector and prescribes the statutory rights and 
obligations of landlords and tenants.

The Central Bank published the revised CCMA in June 2013.  As part of the financial 
institutions’ delivery of full implementation of the revised CCMA, the boards of directors of 
all mortgage lenders were required by the Central Bank to sign off that all of the provisions 
of the revised CCMA had been fully implemented and tested and that staff training had been 
completed.  Compliance with the CCMA will continue to be central to the Central Bank’s work 
programme throughout 2014 and an inspection of mortgage lenders to test compliance with the 
revised CCMA will be conducted later this year. 

The CCMA provides a strong consumer protection framework to ensure that borrowers 
struggling to keep up mortgage repayments are treated in a fair and transparent manner by their 
lender, and that long term resolution is sought by lenders with each of their borrowers in dif-
ficulty. If a borrower is not happy with the way that their lender is dealing with them or if they 
think the lender is not complying with the CCMA, the borrower can make a complaint to their 
lender. Under the CCMA, borrowers have the right to appeal to the lender’s Appeals Board if 
they are not happy with the alternative repayment arrangement offered or where a lender de-
clines to offer an alternative repayment arrangement or if they believe they have been wrongly 
classified as not co-operating.  If the borrower is not happy with the outcome of the appeal/
complaint made to the lender they can refer the matter to the Financial Services Ombudsman.

The monthly mortgage restructures and arrears data published by my Department also pro-
vides an impetus for those MART banks to increase the pace of provision of mortgage restruc-
tures.  The latest publication, in respect of the end of March, shows that some progress has been 
made in putting permanent mortgage restructures in place.  For example, the total number of 
permanent restructures of principal dwelling houses mortgages has risen from around 51,000 
in December to around 62,000 in March 2014.  In addition, the latest Central Bank quarterly 
mortgage arrears and restructures publication (http://www.centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/mort-
gagearrears/Documents/2014q1_ie_mortgage_arrears_statistics.pdf)  shows that lenders now 
have over 92,000 PDH mortgage accounts categorised as restructured at the end of March.  The 
data published by my Department, as well as the Central Bank data, would appear to demon-
strate some success by the lenders in addressing the accounts in arrears as well as measures to 
prevent borrowers from going into arrears.  However, increased engagement in this area by the 
financial institutions will be necessary to address the situation of those remaining householders 
facing difficulties in meeting their mortgage commitments.
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10/06/2014WRG00950VAT Rate Reductions

10/06/2014WRG01000197. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 181 of 18 February 2014, the reason a reduced rate of 9% VAT could apply to 
the construction of residential properties and not all construction activity; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24739/14]

10/06/2014WRG01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As you will be aware, Irish VAT law 
must comply with EU VAT law and in this context, the application of VAT rates in general is 
determined by the EU VAT Directive. Member States must apply a standard VAT rate of 15% 
or greater and have the option of applying one or two reduced VAT rates of 5% or more to the 
goods and services listed in Annex III of the EU VAT Directive. Ireland operates a standard VAT 
rate of 23% and two reduced VAT rates of 9% and 13.5%.

Annex III allows Member States to apply a reduced VAT rate of 5% or more to the con-
struction, repair and renovation of housing, but not to non-residential construction. While most 
Member States apply the higher standard VAT rate to construction services, Ireland applies the 
13.5% reduced rate of VAT to all construction services, including non-residential construction, 
under a derogation in Article 118 of the EU VAT Directive.  This provides that Ireland can 
maintain our reduced VAT rate on non-residential construction services because we applied a 
reduced rate to non-residential construction services on and from 1 January 1991.  However, 
this derogation is only permissible where the VAT rate applying is 12% or greater.  In this case, 
while Annex III would allow Ireland to operate a 9% reduced VAT rate on the construction of 
residential housing, there is no provision in the VAT Directive that would allow Ireland to apply 
a 9% VAT rate to non-residential construction services.

10/06/2014WRG01150Revenue Commissioners Court Hearings

10/06/2014WRG01200198. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 190 of 13 May 2014, if there is any update on the case in question being re-heard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24776/14]

10/06/2014WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they are awaiting a date and venue to have the case re-heard in the Dublin Circuit 
Court. On receipt of a reply from the County Registrar, Revenue will contact the person con-
cerned with these details.

  Question No. 199 answered with Question No. 152.

10/06/2014WRG01450Child Abuse

10/06/2014WRG01500200. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to the 
ruling of the European Court of Human Rights in a case (details supplied), if he will outline 
the State’s response to this and other cases which are in process relating to persons who were 
abused as children in State-funded day schools; whether he will outline recent actions by the 
Chief State Solicitor’s office in this regard and the steps now open to such persons in order to 
obtain justice and redress; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24718/14]

10/06/2014WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): With the assistance of the 
Attorney General, I have sought further legal advice on the implications of the European Court 
of Human Rights judgment for outstanding school child abuse cases. The State Claims Agency 
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is reviewing its day school abuse cases to identify those that come within the parameters of the 
judgement.  Following the completion of this review and receipt of the legal advice sought I 
will be reporting back to Government on this matter and any decisions to be taken will be made 
in that context.  Specifically in relation to Ms O’Keeffe, the damages and costs awarded by the 
European Court of Human Rights have been paid.

10/06/2014WRG01650School Transport Eligibility

10/06/2014WRG01700201. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills his view on wheth-
er changes to the school transport scheme, introduced in 2012-13, are causing undue hardship 
to students in the Castlehackett and Corrandrum areas of County Galway; his view on whether 
it makes no sense that concessions previously given are now being withdrawn; his view on 
whether it makes no sense that these rules now mean that Bus Éireann will pick up one child 
from a house and not another; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24777/14]

10/06/2014WRG01800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Changes to the Post Primary School Transport Scheme mean that from the 2012/13 school year, 
eligibility for all children newly entering a post primary school is determined by reference to 
the distance they reside from their nearest Post-Primary Education Centre having regard, as 
heretofore, to ethos and language.  In general, existing eligible and catchment boundary chil-
dren including those who are not attending their nearest post primary centre retain their trans-
port eligibility for the duration of their post primary education cycle provided there is no change 
to their current circumstances.  Siblings of these children and other children who are not eligible 
for school transport, including children in the Castlehackett area, may apply for transport on a 
concessionary basis in accordance with the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme.   
The opening of a new post primary school in Claregalway means that some children who reside 
in the Corrandrum area of Galway are now eligible for school transport to this school.  The 
terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme are being applied equitably on a national 
basis.

10/06/2014WRG01850Schools Building Projects Status

10/06/2014WRG01900202. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the construction of a project (details supplied) in County Louth; when the land will be trans-
ferred to allow the development to progress; the proposed start date for construction; the date on 
which the project will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24085/14]

10/06/2014WRG02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The provision of a new build-
ing for the school referred to by the Deputy has been devolved to Louth County Council under 
a Service Level Agreement.  A suitable site has been identified and negotiations are ongoing. 
Once the site acquisition is completed, and a Design Team appointed which I understand is 
currently underway, the project will progress to architectural design and planning and then to 
tender and construction. 

10/06/2014WRG02050Education and Training Boards Staff

10/06/2014WRG02100203. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills concerning the 
recent appointment of several staff to positions within Galway and Roscommon Education and 
Training Board, including manager of the Roscommon sub-office, head of buildings, head of 
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corporate services, human resources manager and head of IT, if he will confirm that these posi-
tions were advertised; when interviews took place for each of the five positions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24139/14]

10/06/2014WRG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Chief Executive of Gal-
way and Roscommon Education Training Board has informed my Department that he has not 
made the appointments referred to in the Deputy’s question but, rather, he has reassigned duties 
amongst the existing staff of the ETB.

10/06/2014WRG02250Education and Training Boards Staff

10/06/2014WRG02300204. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
firm that a person (details supplied) has now been appointed director of schools at Galway and 
Roscommon Education Training Board on a permanent rather than an interim basis; the date 
on which position was made permanent; if this position was advertised; when interviews were 
held; the difference in the remuneration package attached to the new position of director of 
schools at GRETB compared with the position of acting CEO of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24140/14]

10/06/2014WRG02400205. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills following the 
formation of the Galway and Roscommon Education and Training Board, headquartered in 
Athenry, County Galway, and given the understanding that his Department issued a circular 
stating all acting CEOs in the old VECs would return to their positions as school principals, if 
he will confirm that this has not happened in the case of the City of Galway VEC, and that the 
acting CEO was appointed director of schools in the new GRETB; if this was a newly created 
position; if it was sanctioned by his Department, and if so, the date of same; if the position was 
advertised; when the selection process took place; the salary scale of the new position; whether 
it is for a fixed term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24141/14]

10/06/2014WRG02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 204 and 205 together.

The Chief Executive of an Education and Training Board (ETB) has discretion in relation to 
the allocation of teaching posts and for the re-assignment of personnel for specific purposes, on 
a short-term basis, provided this does not exceed the overall allocation to the ETB.  In the case 
of Galway and Roscommon ETB, the position of Director of Schools was established by the 
Chief Executive from within the allocation of teaching posts provided by the Department to the 
ETB. The Chief Executive has advised the Department that it is an interim arrangement and of 
the context in which it was made.

The substantive position of the person concerned is school Principal and he continues to 
receive the salary appropriate to the post of Principal in accordance with the standard national 
pay scales. He is not in receipt of any additional allowance for the performance of the duties 
assigned by the Chief Executive. 

10/06/2014WRG02550Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRG02600206. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the legislative 
provisions in respect of his Department that have been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but 
have not come into effect to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24148/14]
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10/06/2014WRG02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Of the legislative provisions 
in respect of my Department that have been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011, Section 43 
of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 and Subsections 8(3) and 16(5) of the 
Student Support Act 2011 have not yet come into effect.

10/06/2014WRG02750Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

10/06/2014WRG02800207. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of persons employed by Caranua; the salaries of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24158/14]

10/06/2014WRG02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are currently 10 staff 
employed by Caranua, the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board, comprising: 

- the Chief Executive Officer at Principal Officer level, 

- 1 Assistant Principal Officer level Post, 

- 2 Higher Executive Officer level posts,

 - 4 Executive Officer level posts and

- 2 administrative support posts, one at ETB Grade III the other at Clerical Officer level.

In addition, Caranua is utilising the services of an agency to provide additional administra-
tive support with one person currently engaged on that basis.    The salary scales applicable to 
the 10 approved posts are as follows:

Scale: Principal Officer (Civil Service) (PPC) €79,401 €82,587 €85,750 €88,936 €91,624 
€94,410¹ €97,194²

Scale: Assistant Principal Officer (Civil Service) (PPC) €65,000 €65,000 €66,040 €68,262 
€70,479 €71,758 €73,995¹ €76,224²

Scale: Higher Executive Officer (Civil Service) Non PPC €43,816 €45,125 €46,426 €47,730 
€49,035 €50,347 €51,653 €53,532¹ €55,415²

Scale: Higher Executive Officer (Civil Service) PPC €46,081 €47,458 €48,831 €50,204 
€51,581 €52,955 €54,329 €56,314¹ €58,294²

Scale: Executive Officer (Civil Service) PPC €27,464 €29,418 €30,516 €32,687 €34,360 
€35,977 €37,588 €39,166 €40,760 €42,311 €43,909 €44,967 €46,473¹ €47,975²

Scale: Education and Training Board Grade III €23,188 €24,277 €25,362 €26,452 €27,542 
€28,626 €29,683 €30,738 €31,800 €32,857 €33,919 €35,919 €35,919 €35,919 €37,339

Scale: Clerical Officer (Civil Service) PPC €21,345 €22,805 €23,177 €24,255 €25,339 
€26,420 €27,502 €28,583 €29,635 €30,688 €31,743 €32,975 €33,840 €35,471 €36,753¹ 
€37,341²

¹ After 3 years satisfactory service at the maximum. 

² After 6 years satisfactory service at the maximum.

Note: If an appointee is not an existing civil/public servant the relevant scale is the PPC 
scale. If an appointee is an existing civil servant appointed post 1995, the PPC scale applies and 
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if the appointee is an existing civil servant before 1995 the Non PCC scale applies.

10/06/2014WRG02950Education and Training Provision

10/06/2014WRG03000208. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clarify a 
situation regarding the teaching of a course (detail supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24162/14]

10/06/2014WRG03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand the programme 
in question is funded by the relevant Education and Training Board on the basis that the staff 
appointed by the centre running the programme are properly equipped to deliver all elements 
of the curriculum. It is a matter for the centre concerned to ensure that this is the case and their 
staff must be capable of teaching the programme to the standard required to assist learners to 
successfully complete the programme and achieve certification.

10/06/2014WRG03150Third Level Funding

10/06/2014WRG03200209. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has con-
sidered providing assistance to a college (details supplied) in order that it can remain open; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24166/14]

10/06/2014WRG03300213. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of the clo-
sure of its current provider, if he will ensure that an ALBA course remains available to mature 
students in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24183/14]

10/06/2014WRG03400242. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has en-
gaged with the management of a college (details supplied) in Dublin 9 with a view to salvaging 
the institution in a new form; if he has been assured that students who have partially completed 
their studies will retain credits for work completed; the discussions that have taken place be-
tween his Department and management at the institution; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24574/14]

10/06/2014WRG03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 209, 213 and 242 together.

The College to which the Deputies refer is a private college and is not an approved institu-
tion under the Higher Education Authority (HEA). It does not receive core funding; however, 
my Department provides grant in lieu of tuition fee funding to the College in respect of three 
approved undergraduate courses. Funding of some €436,000 for the 2013/14 academic year 
was allocated to the College in respect of this funding.

The ALBA programme referred to is a part-time course and is therefore not an approved 
course for fee fees funding.

My Department does not have a role in the placement of students in any third level institu-
tion; however, I welcome the fact that the college has stated that it intends to wind down in a 
phased basis in order to facilitate as much as possible the completion of students’ studies.

10/06/2014WRG03550Book Rental Schemes
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10/06/2014WRG03600210. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools in 
Dublin North-East and Dublin North-Central that are availing of the book rental scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24167/14]

10/06/2014WRG03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested 
by the Deputy is not readily available on a constituency by constituency basis.In Budget 2013 
funding of €5million for three years was provided to support the establishment of book rental 
schemes in primary schools that did not operate such schemes. DEIS schools will receive €150 
per child and non-DEIS schools will receive €100 per child in seed capital over the next two 
years to establish book rental schemes. This will cost approximately €6.7m. I indicated that 
following allocation of the initial round of funding, I would re-examine the scheme to see if 
I could allocate funding to primary schools that already had such schemes. I am pleased to 
advise the Deputy that the balance of the funding, some €8.3m, will be divided among all pri-
mary schools that currently operate book rental schemes in 2015 and 2016. These schools are 
expected to receive €18 per pupil or €20 per pupil in DEIS schools over those two years.

Every primary school will now benefit from the School Book Rental Scheme.

10/06/2014WRH00150Sick Pay Scheme Reform

10/06/2014WRH00200211. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) cannot get their pregnancy related sick leave discounted, because they have 
not got enough sick days yet, although the delay in Medmark assessing their case will mean that 
by September they will have to revert to half pay in the event of being sick. [24174/14]

10/06/2014WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In the case of a teacher who 
is approaching maximum entitlement to paid sick leave under normal rules any period of preg-
nancy related sick leave may be discounted.  In order to confirm that the absence was indeed 
pregnancy related, employers should seek the advice of Medmark who are the providers of the 
Occupational Health Service for teachers.

10/06/2014WRH00350Sick Pay Scheme Reform

10/06/2014WRH00400212. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the assessment that 
has taken place of the changes to the sick leave scheme whereby pregnant woman in the public 
sector are having their pay cut because of pregnancy-related illness being counted as sick leave; 
and his views that this is an incredibly backward step and discriminatory. [24175/14]

10/06/2014WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Following a review of sick 
leave arrangements, a new Public Service wide sick leave scheme has been introduced across 
the Public Service.  The Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) (Amend-
ment) Act 2013, provided the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform with the power to 
make regulations that set out the specific details of the Public Service Sick Leave Scheme. 
These regulations are contained in SI 124 of 2014 and set out the terms for the granting of sick 
leave and come into effect in the education sector on 1 September 2014.  The Regulations set 
out the provisions which relate to the interaction of pregnancy related illness with sick leave 
limits. The regulations outline how the time on half pay due to pregnancy related illness is pro-
tected. 

  Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 209.
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10/06/2014WRH00575Departmental Investigations

10/06/2014WRH00600214. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the version of the 
report into corruption in Bus Éireann’s running of school transport is the same version that was 
given to An Garda Síochána. [24210/14]

10/06/2014WRH00700215. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (details 
supplied) who highlighted corruption in 2012 and who is named over 20 times in the report into 
corruption was interviewed by Bus Éireann in relation to the completion of the report inves-
tigating corruption in Bus Éireann that has been passed on to An Garda Síochána by the Joint 
Committee on Transport, Tourism and Sport. [24211/14]

10/06/2014WRH00800216. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of differ-
ent versions of the report written by Bus Éireann investigating corruption in school transport 
that exist; and if he will confirm that the version on the Bus Éireann website has been altered 
significantly and is not in fact a true and accurate copy of the original report. [24212/14]

10/06/2014WRH00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 214 to 216, inclusive, together.

Bus Éireann has advised that the Company completed the report entitled ‘Report into Al-
legations of Misconduct of Bus Éireann Employees with respect to the Operation of the School 
Transport Scheme’ on April 28 last. This report was then submitted to me, Minister Varadkar 
and Minister Kelly, Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Chairpersons of the 
Public Accounts and Transport and Communications Committees. The Transport and Com-
munications Committee, having taken legal advice, took the decision to forward various docu-
ments from Bus Éireann, including this report, to the appropriate authority for such issues, 
namely an Garda Síochána.

The individual named in the details supplied is not an employee of Bus Éireann nor a con-
tracted private operator. Bus Éireann has advised that this individual was therefore not inter-
viewed as part of their investigation. 

The Company and I have repeatedly called on any party with evidence of wrongdoing to 
furnish any evidence in their possession to the appropriate authority for investigation, namely 
an Garda Síochána.

Given that the report was being published on the company website, the Company consid-
ered it necessary to protect the identities of individual employees and contracted private opera-
tors. Bus Éireann has acknowledged that an earlier draft version of the report was mistakenly 
used to complete this work, which was then published on the Company website. This error has 
since been rectified and the correct version is now available on the website. 

Bus Éireann has confirmed that there are two almost identical versions of the report in ex-
istence, one given to the Ministers and Committees and the slightly amended version on the 
Bus Éireann website protecting the identities of individual employees and contracted private 
operators.

10/06/2014WRH00950Special Educational Needs Service Provision

10/06/2014WRH01000217. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
pupil (details supplied) in County Kilkenny who has been receiving the help of a special needs 
assistant since 2009 has had their special needs assistant hours taken away in full; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [24217/14]

10/06/2014WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support 
for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for 
SNA support. Where children have significant care needs whereby they may need additional 
support to be able to attend school, the NCSE may make an allocation of SNA support to the 
school to assist that child.

The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The cri-
teria by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 
0030/2014.The deployment of SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Prin-
cipal/Board of Management. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best 
meets the care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA sup-
port has been allocated. It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis 
of individual need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

The NCSE invited schools to make applications for SNA support for children who have 
assessed care needs for the coming 2014/15 school year by 26th March 2014, for their consid-
eration. Details of the NCSE application criteria are available at www.ncse.ie. 

The NCSE intend to advise all schools of their SNA allocations for the coming school year 
before the end of the current school year. 

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also con-
tact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the con-
tact details available on www.ncse.ie.

10/06/2014WRH01150School Curriculum

10/06/2014WRH01200218. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
new junior cycle science course is being allocated a total of 200 hours of class contact time over 
three years, having been reduced from the current junior cycle science syllabus which recom-
mends 240-270 hours class contact time. [24268/14]

10/06/2014WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The new specifications for 
all subjects in the new Junior Cycle will state a minimum time for the delivery of the subject. 
This will be 200 hours for science and other subjects apart from English, Irish and Maths. This 
is not a maximum or target time and is intended to give schools flexibility to plan a junior cycle 
programme that will meet the educational needs of their students.  Schools will decide what 
mix of subjects, short courses and other learning experiences will enable their students to meet 
the requirements of the 24 Statements of Learning, including those related to science education.

This approach provides an opportunity to enhance provision for Science Education at Junior 
Cycle. The specification for Science will give schools the freedom to provide more time for 
Science if they deem it appropriate, or to provide short courses or learning experiences such 
as involvement in the Young Scientist and Technology competition or SciFest.  A greater focus 
in other subjects on key skills such as managing information and thinking will also support 
the development of science-related skills and aptitudes. All second year students will also take 
standardised tests in scientific literacy from spring 2018.
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10/06/2014WRH01350School Curriculum

10/06/2014WRH01400219. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the proposed 
total contact hours in the new junior cycle courses; the current number of class contact hours in 
the versions being used at the moment, set out in tabular form. [24269/14]

10/06/2014WRH01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are 167 days in the 
school year at second level, not counting examination days.  This works out at a total of 935.2 
hours of class contact time per school year.

It is left to the discretion of schools, as far as possible, to devise a junior cycle programme 
that incorporates different requirements and reflects the priorities of the school and its students. 
It would not be accurate to compare in tabular form the class contact hours for specific subjects, 
as very few subjects currently have specified time requirements.  For those subjects which do 
have a time allocation, it is often only a recommended time, rather than a requirement.

It is also important to note that the time allocations which are specified for the new Junior 
Cycle are only baseline figures, and not specified requirements. Each school has the flexibil-
ity to provide many different interpretations of the Framework - the number of subjects, time 
above the minimum allocated to some or all subjects, the number of short courses and other 
learning experiences. Options chosen will be unique to each school and, in many instances, will 
be tailored to meet the educational needs of each student.

10/06/2014WRH01550Education and Training Provision

10/06/2014WRH01600220. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the security studies FETAC award level 6 in GTI Galway this September; the reasons 
GTI will not know if it is running the course until August; his views on whether this is the way 
students should be treated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24290/14]

10/06/2014WRH01700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
This is an operational matter for Galway Roscommon Education and Training Board.  I am in-
formed that to facilitate progression from the Security Studies level 5 course already operating 
in Galway Technical Institute (GTI), it was decided to offer a level 6 course in Security Studies 
for the 2014/2015 academic year.  Applicants were advised that the running of this course was 
contingent on the availability of sufficient eligible applicants wishing to avail of the course.  I 
understand from GTI that they do not have sufficient numbers to warrant the operation of this 
course.  All applicants have been informed of this and have been offered their second choice 
course in the College.

10/06/2014WRH01750Gaelscoileanna Issues

10/06/2014WRH01800221. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason his 
Department has not approved funding for a single teaching resource required to allow 29 chil-
dren in the Sligo region the opportunity to receive the best possible primary education through 
their first national language of Irish as chosen by their parents; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the school in which these children are enrolled for the school year beginning 
September 2014 is a school (details supplied) in County Sligo, which is the only Gaelscoil in 
the county; that there are 59 children in total enrolled for the coming junior infants year, with 
school enrolment policy giving preference to siblings of existing or past pupils and as the 
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school has presently only one teaching resource for junior infants class, this means that the 
choice of the parents of these 29 children cannot be catered for; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24292/14]

10/06/2014WRH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department recently met with the Gaelscoil in question and conveyed approval for the 
commencement of a second junior infant class from September next. This decision took into 
account a detailed examination of existing and projected pupil enrolments in the area and also 
the demand for diversity of provision. The issue of the teaching resource required will also be 
dealt with by my Department, in direct consultation with the School Authorities.

10/06/2014WRH01950School Staffing

10/06/2014WRH02000222. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the conces-
sionary amalgamation post sanctioned for a school (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will 
be approved for retention beyond September 2014; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24319/14]

10/06/2014WRH02100250. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will be a 
provision of additional teachers at a school (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24654/14]

10/06/2014WRH02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 222 and 250 together.

Where schools are amalgamating there is a provision for the allocation of a concessionary 
mainstream teaching post in cases where the approved number of mainstream teachers serving 
in the schools at the time the amalgamation takes place exceeds the number of mainstream posts 
warranted by the total enrolment on the basis of the staffing schedule. The continued allocation 
of the concessionary post is dependent on the teachers concerned remaining on the staff of the 
school and the appropriate enrolment figures being maintained. 

The school referred to by the Deputies, Bunscoil McAuley Rice, was allocated a conces-
sionary mainstream teaching post upon amalgamation in 2007. This was allocated on the basis 
of the school operating on a split site and the school was informed that the post would remain in 
place until the school moved to a new building, on one site. This arrangement remains in place.  
However as the school is moving to its new building in September 2014 the concessionary post 
will be removed for the coming 2014/15 school year. 

The staffing arrangements for the 2014/15 school year (Circular 0007/2014) were published 
on 24 January, 2014. The staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit 
an appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. The Appeals Board operates 
independently of the Department and its decision is final. 

The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school 
level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 
30 September. The staffing arrangements also include the provision whereby schools experi-
encing rapid increases in enrolment can apply for additional permanent mainstream posts on 
developing grounds, using projected enrolment for September 2014.  The school referred to has 
been provisionally approved for a developing school post for the 14/15 school year pending 
confirmation of its enrolment at 30 September 2014.
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10/06/2014WRH02250Summer Works Scheme Applications

10/06/2014WRH02300223. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
re-examine the application for summer works funding from a school (details supplied) in view 
of the fact that the windows are a health and safety risk and urgently need replacing; if the 
school will receive funding for these works immediately under the 2014 SWS scheme or an-
other funding programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24320/14]

10/06/2014WRH02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm that the school 
referred to by the Deputy submitted an application relating to window replacement under the 
2014 Summer Works Scheme.  

The Deputy will be aware that I recently announced details of the schools that will receive 
Summer Works Scheme funding in 2014 in respect of applications submitted for Categories 1 
to 6 i.e. Gas, Electrical, Mechanical, Toilet Facilities and Roof Works projects. In total, I have 
approved the spending of more than €70 million on the Summer Works Scheme to allow over 
770 schools undertake improvement works during the summer months. 

Commensurate with the level of funding set aside for the Scheme, applications were as-
sessed on a top down basis in accordance with the prioritisation criteria outlined in the Circular 
accompanying the Scheme. Unfortunately, due to the scale of demand for funding under the 
Scheme, it was not possible to grant aid all applications including those received for windows.  
However, in accordance with the Scheme’s Circular, the school’s application will be retained 
and will be prioritised for consideration under further rounds of the Summer Works Scheme in 
the future, subject to availability of funding. I regret that there is no other funding stream avail-
able for window replacement.

However, it is open to the school authorities to submit an application for Emergency Works 
funding should they deem the works required to be of a particularly urgent nature. In regard to 
the consideration of an Emergency Works application, the school authorities must be advised 
that the main purpose of the Emergency Works Scheme is to ensure the availability of funding 
for urgent works to those schools that are most in need of resources as a result of an emergency 
situation. 

An emergency is a situation which poses an immediate risk to health, life, property or the 
environment, which is sudden, unforeseen and requires immediate action and in the case of a 
school, if not corrected, would prevent the school or part thereof from opening. Details of the 
Scheme, together with an application form for grant assistance, can be accessed on my Depart-
ment’s website at www.education.ie.

10/06/2014WRH02450English Language Training Organisations

10/06/2014WRH02500224. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the terms of 
reference the taskforce designated to look at the issue of the closure of private English language 
schools has been given; the membership of this taskforce; and the date on which it will deliver 
a report to him. [24342/14]

10/06/2014WRH02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Task Force is charged 
with assessing the scale of the issue and, in particular the number of genuine students who have 
not yet been accommodated.  It will also determine what capacity is available in the sector to 
make accommodation for students and will oversee a system that seeks to make such accom-
modation.
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Jointly chaired by officials from the Department of Education and Skills and the Department 
of Justice and Equality, membership also includes stakeholders such as Marketing English in 
Ireland, the Irish Council for International Students, the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service, Quality and Qualifications Ireland and the Higher Education Colleges Association.  It 
is anticipated that the Task Force will report to Minister Fitzgerald and I in the coming weeks.

10/06/2014WRH02650Teacher Recruitment

10/06/2014WRH02700225. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
widespread practice of hiring retired teacher as substitute teachers. [24350/14]

10/06/2014WRH02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The policy of my Depart-
ment is to ensure, as far as possible, that the Managerial Authorities of schools give priority to 
unemployed registered teachers who are fully qualified when filling vacant teaching posts. It 
is schools that employ teachers and not my Department. However my Department has issued 
a number of Circulars addressing this issue in recent years. Under these Circulars School Prin-
cipals must maintain a list of unemployed registered teachers who are available for substitute 
work at short notice and report to the Board of Management on any exceptional occasion where 
they have to engage a registered teacher who is retired. Circular 31/2011 details a cascade of 
measures for the recruitment of teachers, prioritising registered teachers over retired registered 
teachers and unregistered people.

A retired teacher who returns to teaching on or after 1 February 2012 will commence at the 
first point of the incremental salary scale (i.e. the lowest point or starting salary for teachers). 
Incremental credit for service prior to 1 February 2012, qualification allowances and certain job 
role allowances are also not payable. This measure represents a significant financial disincen-
tive for teachers who retired at the top of their salary scale, often with a post of responsibility 
allowance, to return to teaching.

10/06/2014WRH02850Health and Safety

10/06/2014WRH02900226. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the health and 
safety supports that are available to teachers in one-teacher schools, in view of the number of 
schools that will be in position owing to his 2011-2012 budgetary decision; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24352/14]

10/06/2014WRH03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Day to day running of a 
school, including those with just one full time teacher, is a matter for the Board of Management 
of each school. Schools are required to take all reasonable precautions to ensure the safety of 
pupils and to participate in supervising pupils when the pupils are on the school premises, dur-
ing school time and/or on school activities.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) is the national statutory body with responsibility for 
ensuring that health and safety requirements are met by all employers, including schools. The 
Authority also provides information and advice to organisations to assist them in ensuring that 
their responsibilities in respect of health and safety in the workplace are met. 

The Health and Safety Authority in conjunction with the Kilkenny Education Centre is-
sued guidance to all primary schools in relation to managing safety, health and welfare. These 
guidelines were developed following consultation with relevant stakeholders and include some 
specific guidance for a one-teacher setting. This guidance is published on the website of the 
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Health and Safety Authority.

10/06/2014WRH03050School Equipment

10/06/2014WRH03100227. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the provision of equipment for a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; when a 
decision will be made on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24362/14]

10/06/2014WRH03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that my officials have approved funding for equipment at the school to which he refers. 
Notification of this approval recently issued to the school. 

10/06/2014WRH03250Schools Building Projects Applications

10/06/2014WRH03300228. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome of a meet-
ing in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24368/14]

10/06/2014WRH03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, my 
Department sanctioned a devolved grant to the school in question in March, 2012 to provide 8 
permanent mainstream classrooms. The building project, when completed, will replace 4 class-
rooms which were located in prefabs, replace 2 small classrooms with modern facilities and 
provide 2 additional classrooms to cater for future growth. 

Limerick and Clare ETB are assisting the school in managing the building project and works 
commenced on site in February, 2014.  The school outlined their request for a PE hall to me dur-
ing my recent visit to the school. I indicated that the request would be considered in the context 
of the need, initially, to provide essential classroom accommodation to meet demographic need 
nationally. In the meantime, the building project currently on site will significantly enhance the 
school’s facilities. My Department will retain the school’s application for a PE hall on file in the 
context of any future funding becoming available.

10/06/2014WRJ00150Schools Amalgamation

10/06/2014WRJ00200229. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome of a meet-
ing in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [24376/14]

10/06/2014WRJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that I recently met with the school authorities that are involved in the proposed post primary 
school amalgamation building project.  In that regard, the schools concerned acknowledged 
the steps being taken by my Department to acquire a site for the development of a building for 
the new amalgamated school.  The Deputy is aware that the religious congregation that owns 
existing school properties in Ennistymon has offered to transfer the properties concerned to the 
State as part of its offer made in response to the publication of the report of the Commission to 
Inquire into Child Abuse (the Ryan Report).  The Government has agreed to accept this and a 
number of other properties offered by the Congregation.  The land in question, together with 
the lands already in the ownership of the Department, will be sufficient to meet the overall site 
requirements of the new school.  My Department through the Chief State Solicitor’s Office is 
currently working with the Solicitors acting on behalf of the Congregation concerned on the 
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legal procedures and mechanisms required to facilitate the transfer of this additional land.  The 
question of locating the primary school, Scoil Mhainchín Ennistymon, on the post primary 
school campus was also raised at the meeting.  In that regard a technical assessment of the site 
to assess if it can accommodate all the schools concerned is being arranged.  My Department 
will be in further contact shortly with the schools concerned in the matter.

10/06/2014WRJ00350Residential Institutions Issues

10/06/2014WRJ00400230. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
that it is his intention to legislate to retain evidence given to the Ryan commission by victims 
of abuse; if it is also his intention to make provision in any such legislation on evidence and 
documentation collated in connection with the vaccine trial module of the inquiry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24390/14]

10/06/2014WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government agreed in 
principle to my bringing forward legislative proposals to allow for the retention of the records 
of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse, the Residential Institutions Redress Board and 
the Residential Institutions Review Committee.  These proposals will include amendments to 
existing legislation where necessary.  It is intended that the records will be retained in the Na-
tional Archives and completely sealed for a period of at least 75 years following which access 
to them would be subject to strict safeguards.  I will be bringing the legislative proposals to 
the Cabinet for consideration in due course.  There will be consultation with all the stakehold-
ers, including groups representing survivors, as the proposals are developed.  The position in 
relation to the vaccine trials division of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse is that its 
work ceased in 2003 and the High Court found that the Order establishing the inquiry was ultra 
vires the 2000 Act.  In preparation for its dissolution the Commission proposed to return the 
records supplied to their original sources and to seek the return of copy documents from third 
parties for confidential disposal.  Having consulted with the Office of the Attorney General, I 
agreed that the Commission could proceed as proposed in advance of its dissolution.  In 2012 
the Commission announced that it had commenced dismantling the records of the vaccine trial 
division by returning the records supplied to their original sources and by seeking the return of 
copy documents from third parties for confidential disposal.  I understand that the Commission 
has completed this process and that all records have been returned to their original sources.

10/06/2014WRJ00550School Accommodation

10/06/2014WRJ00600231. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the delivery plans for the seven new classrooms for a school (details supplied) in 
County Dublin; the projected time frame for their completion; the projected capacity of each 
classroom; if consultation has taken place with school management on this matter; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24392/14]

10/06/2014WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to confirm that 
an all-in devolved grant was recently approved for the school to which the Deputy refers. This 
funding will allow the school to replace current prefabricated classrooms with seven purpose-
built mainstream classrooms and special needs facilities.  These replacement classrooms will 
greatly enhance the  school’s accommodation and it is anticipated that this project will satisfy 
the school’s long term accommodation needs.   The school authorities, in question, were noti-
fied by letter of this decision in May last which also outlined the terms and conditions of the 
devolved grant and the level of accommodation to be provided.  I wish to advise the Deputy 
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that, with devolved funding, it is matter for the individual school authorities to determine the 
projected time frame for the completion of the project, subject to the drawdown requirements 
attached to the grant.

10/06/2014WRJ00750State Examinations Commission

10/06/2014WRJ00800232. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has is-
sued any guidance to the State Examinations Commission regarding the timeframe in which it 
must reply to parliamentary questions.  [24401/14]

10/06/2014WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Parliamentary Questions, for 
answer by the State Examinations Commission, are forwarded to the SEC on the day they are 
received in my Department.  It is normal practice that all Parliamentary Questions are replied 
to by the answer date set by the Questions Office in the Oireachtas.  Unavoidably, some delays 
may occur e.g. where a Parliamentary Question requires investigation or collation of data.  

10/06/2014WRJ00950Schools Building Projects Status

10/06/2014WRJ01000233. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the tender pro-
cess in respect of a major building project at a school (details supplied) in County Galway has 
been completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24420/14]

10/06/2014WRJ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The tenders for the project to 
which the Deputy refers were recently returned.  The Design Team is currently preparing their 
tender report.  It is anticipated that the tender process will be complete in the coming weeks.   
Subject to no issues arising, it is anticipated that works will commence on site in the coming 
months.

10/06/2014WRJ01175School Placement

10/06/2014WRJ01200234. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason he 
will not provide an additional teacher to accommodate the new junior infants class in a school 
(details supplied) in County Dublin, in view of the increase in numbers of children in the local 
area; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the lack of school places means that some 
families have had to include children in three different schools and the hardship this is causing; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24493/14]

10/06/2014WRJ01300254. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 37 of 29 May 2014, regarding two other schools in the areas accepting ad-
ditional stream of junior infants, that a school (details supplied) is not offering places to parents 
of children from another school despite this; the remedies open to these families; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24662/14]

10/06/2014WRJ01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 234 and 254 together.

I wish to advise the Deputies that my Department has examined the level of demand for ju-
nior infant places in the Swords area and in that regard has also been in contact with the schools 
concerned.  Following on this contact, it was ascertained that there are currently two schools, 
with the same Patron, as the school referred to by the Deputies which have lost or are due to 
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lose mainstream teaching posts.  These schools have spare accommodation capacity within 
their buildings and expressed a willingness to accept an additional stream of Junior Infants 
each, which my Department approved, to alleviate any pressure on places in the area.  This 
undertaking was given by these schools on 19 March last after contact with my Department.  
Prior to that date, children may have been refused a school place in the two schools in question 
but this should no longer be the case.  In further recent contact with the schools involved, my 
Department has been advised that the schools concerned are continuing to offer places.  The 
Deputies will appreciate that in view of constraints on my Department’s capital budget imposed 
by the need to meet demographic demand, it is important that school size is monitored and that 
a balance is preserved among all schools in catchment areas to ensure that one school is not ex-
panding at the expense or the viability of another school.  This may sometimes however result 
in children not being offered a place in their school of first choice.

10/06/2014WRJ01450Special Educational Needs Staffing

10/06/2014WRJ01500235. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will recon-
sider Circular 0030/2014 regarding special needs assistants provision and to ensure that all chil-
dren receive the necessary supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24515/14]

10/06/2014WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The purpose of Circular 
0030/2014 is not to reduce the number of SNA posts in schools, but to clarify the role and pur-
pose of SNA support and to ensure it is targeted at those pupils who need it, in accordance with 
policy advice recommendations.   My officials have already consulted with school Management 
Bodies prior to issuing the circular and is currently setting up further meetings with Manage-
ment Bodies and Parent representative groups to clarify the provisions fo the circular.   In June 
2011, the Department of Education and Skills published a Value for Money and Policy Review 
of the SNA scheme.  In May 2013, the National Council for Special Education published its 
Policy Advice on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools.  Both re-
ports concluded that the SNA scheme has been highly successful in supporting the care needs 
of children with special needs in schools, and with assisting in their integration and inclusion.  
However, the reports also concluded that the intended purpose of the scheme was not always 
generally well understood by parents or schools and that the scope and purpose of the scheme 
should be clarified for schools.   It is important to note that the new Circular, for the most part, 
reflects existing allocation practices which have been in place in recent years, as opposed to 
introducing new criteria.  The Government approved an extra 390 SNA posts last December 
for the period to end-December 2014, which means that there are now almost 11,000 SNAs 
available to work with children who have an assessed care need in primary, post-primary and 
special schools.   These extra posts will ensure the Government’s policy of ensuring every child 
assessed as needing SNA support will receive access to support.  Implementation of the circular 
should ensure that children’s care needs are better understood so that SNAs can work more ef-
fectively to assist children. 

10/06/2014WRJ01650Schools Establishment

10/06/2014WRJ01700236. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the provision of a school (details supplied) in County Dublin; if accommodation 
has been sourced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24557/14]

10/06/2014WRJ01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In accordance with my an-
nouncement of 28 November 2013, the new 700 pupil post-primary school for Balbriggan 



10 June 2014

188

which will operate under the patronage of Educate Together, is scheduled to commence opera-
tion in September 2016.  To that end, my Department is exploring a number of options regard-
ing accommodation for the school and will liaise with the Patron body in that regard.

10/06/2014WRJ01850School Enrolments

10/06/2014WRJ01900237. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of section 29 appeals for refusal to enrol his Department has dealt with to date in 2014; if he 
will provide a breakdown by county, and whether primary or secondary; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [24559/14]

10/06/2014WRJ02000238. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
section 29 appeals for refusal to enrol his Department has dealt with to date in 2014 for schools 
in Dublin 2, 4, 6, 6W and 8; if he will provide a breakdown by specific school; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24560/14]

10/06/2014WRJ02100239. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to 
date in 2014 for section 29 appeals for refusal to enrol; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [24561/14]

10/06/2014WRJ02200240. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
section 29 appeals for refusal to enrol that were dealt with in 2011, 2012 and 2013 respectively; 
the annual cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24562/14]

10/06/2014WRJ02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 237 to 240, inclusive, together.

Up to the end of May 2014, there have been a total of 215 appeals lodged to my Department 
in respect of refusal to enrol.  This is broken down as follows:139 at post-primary level and 76 
at primary level.

The breakdown by location as requested by the Deputy is not readily available.  The cost to 
the end of May 2014 is €136,961. This figure also includes section 29 appeals lodged in respect 
of suspensions and expulsions.

The remaining information as requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

YEAR 2011 2012 2013
Annual Cost* €275,579 €279,751 €255,830
Number of Refusal 
to Enrol

270 244 322

*These costs relate to payments to appeal committee members who heard section 29 appeals 
including expulsions and suspensions.

10/06/2014WRJ02350School Enrolments

10/06/2014WRJ02400241. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way it is 
planned for the admissions to school Bill to reduce the number of section 29 appeals for refusal 
to enrol; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24563/14]

10/06/2014WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Government gave approval in March of this year for drafting the Education (Admissions to 
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Schools) Bill 2014 and the General Scheme has since been referred to the Office of the Par-
liamentary Counsel to the Government for drafting.  My aim in bringing forward legislative 
proposals in relation to school admission is to improve the admissions process and to ensure 
that the way schools decide on applications is structured, fair and transparent.  The framework 
also proposes a mechanism for ensuring that every child receives a school place.  The Oireach-
tas Joint Committee on Education and Social Protection report on the Draft General Scheme 
followed public hearings at the committee involving parents and education partners among 
others.  The recommendations from the Committee will be considered further in the context of 
the drafting of the Bill.

  Question No. 242 answered with Question No. 209.

10/06/2014WRJ02650School Staffing

10/06/2014WRJ02700243. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills in 
view of new information supplied to his Department, if he will reverse the decision to withdraw 
a teaching post from a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[24586/14]

10/06/2014WRJ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts for the 2014/2015 school year is set out in the Staffing Schedule (Cir-
cular 0007/2014) which is available on the Department website.  The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the 30 September 2013.  The staffing schedule 
also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under certain criteria to 
an independent Appeals Board.  The appeal criteria are published in Circular 0007/2014. The 
school referred to by the Deputy submitted an appeal under Criterion B - Additional Enrolments 
in October 2013 to the February, 2014 meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board.  The 
appeal was refused by the board on the basis that the grounds of the appeal did not meet the 
published criteria.  The school was notified accordingly.  The Primary Staffing Appeals Board 
operates independently of the Minister and the Department and its decision is final.

10/06/2014WRJ02850Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRJ02900244. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will list 
in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to powers delegated to the 
Minister of State with special responsibility for training and skills; if he will detail the title of 
the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly to said Minister of State; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [24618/14]

10/06/2014WRJ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Powers as listed in the table 
were delegated under SI No. 379 of 2011 Education and Skills (Delegation of Ministerial Func-
tions) Order 2011, to the Minister of State with special responsibility for training and skills.

It should be noted that SI 379 of 2011 referred to the Labour Services Act, 1987 which has 
since been repealed by the Further Education and Training Act, 2013.  A revised order to take 
account of the passage of the legislation is being drafted.

Reporting lines to a Minister of State are not exclusive, as officials will have a range of du-
ties and will have a reporting obligation to the Minister for Education and Skills.  In that con-
text, all officials in the Department of Education and Skills engaged in the delegated areas have 
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direct or indirect reporting arrangements, as appropriate, to the Minister of State.

Legislation
Industrial Training Act 1967
Youth Employment Agency Act 1981
Section 7 (1)(c)(i) of the Education Act 1998 in so far as it relates to adult education, 
including education disadvantage (within the meaning of Section 32(9) of the Act) among 
adults
Section 7(1)(c)(ii) of the Education Act 1998 in so far as it relates to transport services
National Training Fund Act 2000

10/06/2014WRJ03050School Staffing

10/06/2014WRJ03100245. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
put in place new employment structures for school secretaries in order that there is more em-
ployment security for persons who are in this role; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[24629/14]

10/06/2014WRJ03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The majority of schools 
receive grant assistance in respect of caretaking or secretarial services under the Capitation 
Grants scheme.   Within the Capitation grant scheme, the level and extent of services provided 
is a matter for the school authorities who, through the discretion afforded under the scheme, 
apply diverse arrangements for secretarial and caretaking services according to their priorities 
and as resources permit.   As the secretaries and caretakers are employees of individual schools, 
my Department does not have a role in determining the pay and conditions, including pension 
rights, under which they are engaged.  These are matters to be agreed between the staff con-
cerned and the school authorities.  Notwithstanding this, a forum was set up with the aim of 
establishing the position in schools regarding the terms and conditions of school secretaries and 
caretakers employed using grants issued by my Department.  The forum is jointly chaired by 
my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the relevant man-
agement bodies and the unions involved (SIPTU and IMPACT).  In order to establish the fac-
tual position of secretaries and caretakers, a survey, developed in conjunction with the school 
management bodies and the relevant unions, was carried out in all schools.  The results of the 
survey is contributing to the forums considerations of appropriate measures in relation to the 
rates of pay of school secretaries and caretakers which are ongoing. 

10/06/2014WRJ03250Quality and Qualifications Ireland Administration

10/06/2014WRJ03300246. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the exact fee 
that Quality and Qualifications Ireland proposes for re-engagement with legacy voluntary pro-
viders.  [24630/14]

10/06/2014WRJ03400247. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a breakdown of the services that Quality and Qualifications Ireland will offer for legacy 
voluntary providers who apply to re-engage and who pay a fee for this service.  [24631/14]

10/06/2014WRJ03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 247 and 246 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, QQI has been undertaking a Comprehensive Policy Develop-
ment Programme since early-2013.  The first phase of that programme focussed on putting in 
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place the policies and procedures which would allow QQI to engage with providers with no 
existing relationship with any of its predecessor bodies, FETAC, HETAC and the NQAI. QQI 
is now putting in place the policies required for it to re-engage with legacy providers.  Re-
engagement in this context refers to the agreement by QQI of a provider’s overall procedures 
for quality assurance and enhancement, as required by Part 3 of the Qualifications and Quality 
Assurance (Education and Training) Act, 2012.  Currently, legacy providers are engaging with 
QQI on a transitional basis, and will be required to establish a new formal quality assurance 
arrangement with QQI and move into what is referred to as a “Lifecycle of Engagements”.  Re-
engagement will involve the comprehensive evaluation by QQI of providers’ quality assurance 
procedures against QQI’s new quality assurance guidelines, which will be based on those used 
by HETAC and FETAC, but with additional elements required by the 2012 Act.  Agreement 
of those procedures by QQI will allow providers to access QQI’s range of services, including 
the validation of programmes and the making of awards.  QQI published a number of draft 
policy papers regarding its re-engagement with legacy providers in March 2014 to facilitate 
consultation with relevant stakeholders.  The Board of QQI is to consider the draft Policy on 
Re-Engagement with Legacy Providers at its next meeting and, if approved, the Policy will 
then be published with a view to its implementation from the Autumn.   Under Section 80 of the 
Act, QQI is required to determine the fees which apply to the providers with which it engages, 
and to seek the consent of both the Minister of Education and Skills and the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform.  QQI has not yet determined the relevant fee.

10/06/2014WRK00200School Discipline

10/06/2014WRK00300248. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills his Depart-
ment’s policy is in respect of entire class groups being dismissed from school for the summer 
before the date previously notified to parents in response to a prank by a minority of students, 
thereby reducing the teaching contact time for all students ahead of their exams (details sup-
plied); if there are certain procedures that schools are supposed to follow in such circumstances; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24632/14]

10/06/2014WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Education Welfare Act 
2000 requires all schools to have in place a Code of Behaviour. The Act requires that a school 
Code of Behaviour shall, inter alia, specify the standards of behaviour that shall be observed by 
each student attending the school and the measures that may be taken when a student fails or 
refuses to observe those standards.

In relation to a school’s closing date, the arrangements in relation to the standardised school 
year do not require that the start or end of the school year should be standardised. However, 
schools must provide of a minimum of 167 teaching days at post-primary level and 183 teach-
ing days at primary level.

Under the provisions of the Education Act, 1998, the Board of Management is the body 
charged with the direct governance of a school. Decisions in relation to matters relating to the 
school’s closing date and the implementation of the school code of behaviour are dealt with at 
local school level and any concerns relating to same should be addressed to the relevant school 
authorities. The complaint procedures adopted by most schools are those that have been agreed 
between the teacher unions and school management bodies. 

The Office of the Ombudsman for Children may independently investigate complaints about 
schools recognised with the Department of Education and Skills, provided the parent has firstly 
and fully followed the school’s complaints procedures. The key criterion for any intervention 
by the Ombudsman for Children is that the action of the school has had a negative effect on a 
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child. 

10/06/2014WRK00500Student Grant Scheme Appeals

10/06/2014WRK00600249. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a Stu-
dent Universal Support Ireland grant has been denied in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Longford. [24651/14]

10/06/2014WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The student referred to by the 
Deputy was awarded a postgraduate fee contribution of €2,000 for the academic year 2013/14.  
He appealed this decision to the independent Student Grant Appeals Board and his appeal was 
heard by the Board on 1st April 2014.  The original decision was upheld and a letter issued to 
the student shortly thereafter advising him of the outcome of the appeal.

 Question No. 250 answered with Question No. 222.

10/06/2014WRK00900School Staffing

10/06/2014WRK01000251. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if additional teach-
ers will be provided at a school (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24655/14]

10/06/2014WRK01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the al-
location of teachers to primary schools is published annually. The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for 
the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. The staffing ar-
rangements for the 2014/15 school year are set out in Circular 0007/2014 which is available on 
the Department website. The staffing schedule includes the provision whereby schools expe-
riencing rapid increases in enrolment can apply for additional permanent mainstream posts on 
developing grounds, using projected enrolment for September 2014. In addition, the staffing 
process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under certain criteria to 
an independent Appeals Board. The Appeals Board operates independently of the Department 
and its decision is final.

The school referred to by the Deputy has submitted an appeal to the June meeting of the 
Appeals Board which takes place today. The school will be notified of the outcome of its appeal 
in due course.

10/06/2014WRK01200School Discipline

10/06/2014WRK01300252. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide the guidelines regarding time out rooms in schools; the way they are used; the rec-
ommendations regarding design including the way windows should be made secure; if there 
should be a handle on the inside of the door; and the kind of observation there is when a child 
is in the room. [24658/14]

10/06/2014WRK01400253. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the guide-
lines for teachers and special needs assistants for dealing with challenging behaviour in chil-
dren; and the supports available to teachers dealing with these issues. [24659/14]
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10/06/2014WRK01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 252 and 253 together.

My Department does not support the use of certain sanctions or inappropriate strategies for 
the management of behaviour issues. In particular my Department does not support a strategy 
which leaves a student in an unsupervised situation (e.g. a locked room or a corridor) while the 
child is in the care of the school. Many schools withdraw pupils occasionally from the main 
classroom for short periods of time in order to provide support to them, or to manage pupil 
behaviour, particularly if a child is exhibiting behaviours which may be a danger to themselves 
or others. In some circumstances, a child who is exhibiting extreme behaviours may be brought 
to another room to ensure the safety of other pupils and until they are calm again. Such rooms 
or spaces may not be officially designated as withdrawal rooms, e.g. schools may use existing 
classrooms or other spaces within the school. This is a normal facet of the management of pupil 
behaviour. Where used, it will normally form part of a school’s response to behaviour and part 
of student support structures, procedures and practices. 

Some special schools for pupils with severe emotional behavioural disorders, or Autism, 
where there are a greater number of pupils likely to exhibit distressed behaviour, may use a 
room which is designated as a safe space for withdrawal purposes, in order to ensure pupil 
safety and to prevent self-harm or harm to other pupils. These rooms are variously described as 
‘withdrawal rooms’, ‘time-out rooms’, or ‘safe spaces’. In all cases where such a room is used 
the child should be under continuous supervision. In circumstances where special schools use 
designated time out procedures, they should do so with the consent of parents and the school 
Board of Management.

The Board of Management of each school is responsible for the care and safety of all of the 
pupils in their school. Schools should supervise and support children who are distressed or out 
of control until they have recovered and are able to re-engage in the classroom. Schools may 
seek advice from their local National Educational Psychological Services psychologist, from 
their NCSE Special Educational Needs Organiser, or from the National Behavioural Support 
Services, as to how children with behavioural needs can best be supported in school.

Training is available for schools in relation to the provision of support for children with spe-
cial educational needs from the Special Education Support Services (SESS), who can, as part 
of their designated training modules, provide guidance for schools in relation to containment or 
management measures for difficult behaviour.

There are a number of published guidelines available to schools:

-  The Department recently published new Guidelines for Schools on Supporting Students 
with Behavioural, Emotional, and Social difficulties, which are available on the Department’s 
website www.education.ie

-  The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) has also developed guidelines for 
schools on Codes of Behaviour. In developing a Code of Behaviour schools must specify the 
standards of behaviour that shall be observed by each student attending the school. All parents 
must be made aware of behaviour management strategies employed by a school. 

This guidance document on Developing a Code of Behaviour advises that specialised be-
haviour management strategies, such as the use of restraint, should not be used without expert 
advice, training and monitoring. In particular the guidelines point to certain sanctions which 
are regarded as inappropriate, including leaving a student in an unsupervised situation (e.g. a 
corridor) while in the care of the school.
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-  The National Educational Psychological Services document Behavioural Emotional and 
Social Difficulties- a Continuum of Support: Guidelines for Teachers also provides advice for 
teachers, including some advice on the use of “Time Out” procedures in the classroom.

The Department has asked the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to prepare 
Policy Advice on Educational Provision for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders. In de-
veloping this policy advice, the NCSE will consult widely with parents, professionals and other 
stakeholders and interested parties while also conducting research in relation to this area. As 
part of the process to develop this policy advice, the NCSE will consider the issue of the use of 
withdrawal in schools and advise the Department in relation to this matter.

 Question No. 254 answered with Question No. 234.

10/06/2014WRK01700Schools Data

10/06/2014WRK01800255. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide, in tabular form, the number of students at primary level in each county and at second-
ary level in each county broken down by each school; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24667/14]

10/06/2014WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A provisional list of pupils 
enrolled in each primary and post primary school is available on the Department’s website 
at the following link: http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-
Schools/.  This list includes the county of each school.  Final data, including Annual Statistical 
Report tables at first and second level, will be published on the Department’s website at the end 
of the June.

10/06/2014WRK02000School Textbooks Rental Scheme

10/06/2014WRK02100256. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
funding that will be provided to a school (details supplied) in County Donegal for the book 
rental scheme; the timeline in which payment will be received; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24668/14]

10/06/2014WRK02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In Budget 2013 funding of 
€5million for three years was provided to support the establishment of book rental schemes in 
primary schools that did not operate such schemes. DEIS schools will receive €150 per child 
and non-DEIS schools will receive €100 per child in seed capital over the next two years to 
establish book rental schemes. This will cost approximately €6.7m. The school referred to by 
the Deputy operates a book rental/loan scheme and therefore did not qualify for this funding 
under the initial scheme.

I indicated that following allocation of the initial round of funding, I would re-examine the 
scheme to see if I could allocate funding to primary schools that already had such schemes. I 
am pleased to advise the Deputy that the balance of the funding, some €8.3m, will be divided 
among all primary schools that currently operate book rental schemes in 2015 and 2016.  These 
schools are expected to receive €18 per pupil or €20 per pupil in DEIS schools over those two 
years. 

Every primary school, including the school referred to by the Deputy, will now benefit from 
the School Book Rental Scheme.
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10/06/2014WRK02300Schools Data

10/06/2014WRK02400257. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of whole-time equivalent teaching staff actively teaching in all primary and secondary schools, 
broken down by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24669/14]

10/06/2014WRK02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Statistics section of my 
Department’s website contains information relating to the number of whole time equivalent 
teaching staff in all primary and secondary schools broken down by county for the 2012/13 
academic year.Information relating to the 2013/2014 academic year is currently being compiled 
and will be available at the end of June/early July 2014.

10/06/2014WRK02600School Enrolments Data

10/06/2014WRK02700258. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
number of children on the waiting list for places in junior infants in a school (details supplied) 
in County Dublin; if school places will be provided for these children in the coming academic 
year; the action he will take to ensure enrolment of children; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24677/14]

10/06/2014WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department does not hold details of enrolment applicants in schools. Such details are 
retained by the individual school authority. My Department is engaging with the Patron and the 
school authority in question relating to pupil places for September 2014 and will continue to 
keep the matter under review.

10/06/2014WRK02900School Enrolments Data

10/06/2014WRK03000259. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
number of children on the waiting list for places in junior infants in a school (details supplied) 
in County Dublin; if school places will be provided for these children in the coming academic 
year; the action he will take to ensure enrolment of children; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24678/14]

10/06/2014WRK03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department does not hold details of enrolment applicants in schools. Such details are 
retained by the individual school authority.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that my Department approved funding to the boys’ school 
in the area in question in May 2012 to provide two additional classrooms to cater for increas-
ing pupil numbers. As part of the same building project, my Department also provided funding 
to the school under the 2012 Prefab Replacement Initiative to replace rented prefabs being 
used for resource teaching purposes. I understand that this building project was completed in 
May 2014 with a grant amounting to over €400,000 being provided by my Department. This 
additional accommodation will facilitate the school enrolling an extra junior infant class in 
September 2014.

My Department has no record of receiving an application for additional accommodation 
from the girls’ school in the area. My officials have contacted the school advising that it is open 
to them to submit an application should the current accommodation be insufficient to cater for 
any increasing enrolments. I understand that the school is considering the matter.
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10/06/2014WRK03200Further Education and Training Programmes Provision

10/06/2014WRK03300260. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason St. 
John Bosco Youth Centre, Davitt Road, Drimnagh, Dublin 12 has been blocked from allowing 
30 young persons to start on courses by a person (details supplied); if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the courses provide a full certificate FETAC level 4 for students who are 
mostly early school leavers; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that current guidelines 
do not state that there must be a minimum number of students participating; the reason they are 
not allowed accept students who are age 17 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24694/14]

10/06/2014WRK03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): This is an operational mat-
ter for the City of Dublin Education Training Board (CDETB). I am informed by the CDETB 
that St. John Bosco Youth Centre currently receives funding for two Local Training Initiative 
programmes operating out of the premises on Davitt road. These programmes have been funded 
and supported by the Training Centre in Ballyfermot since Jan 2013. 

These programmes are both at FETAC level 4 and are suitable for adult and young people 
who have not completed second level education

-  Horizon Programme. This is a 30 week programme targeting learners in the 18-35 brack-
ets with no formal or incomplete secondary education and within the Dublin 12 area.

-  LEAP programme. This is a 30 week programme targeting learners in the general 16-35 
brackets but specifically 18-23 with no formal or incomplete secondary education and primarily 
within the Dublin 12 area. 

In order to make these programmes viable from a value for money point of view the CDETB 
requires the Centre to recruit 18 participants for each programme. I understand that CDETB 
has recently given approval to commence the Horizon programme as 17 eligible learners are on 
the course list and a further learner is being processed. The Centre has agreed to start this pro-
gramme and I am informed that all eighteen learners have been sent letters inviting them to start 
on 16 June 2014.  The LEAP programme has 11 eligible learners with a further 8 learners being 
processed onto a waiting list. CDETB expect that this course will commence in coming weeks.  

10/06/2014WRK03500Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

10/06/2014WRK03600261. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the pro-
gression rule applies where a student, having previously been enrolled for first year of a level 8 
course without doing final year exams or proceeding further or gaining any qualification from 
this course due to ill-health and having done so without receiving free fees or a Student Univer-
sal Support Ireland grant during this time, should be disqualified from State assistance to study 
a PLC course even at a lower level, even though they have privately funded the first year of this 
PLC course and now require State funding for the second year of study to complete the course; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24712/14]

10/06/2014WRK03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms of the stu-
dent grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions 
of funding including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and 
means. The decision on eligibility for new student grant applications for the 2014/15 academic 
year is a matter for the centralised grant awarding authority, SUSI (Student Universal Support 
Ireland). 
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The Deputy will appreciate that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be 
contained in an individual’s application form and supporting documentation, it would not be 
possible for me to say whether or not a student should qualify for a grant - this is a matter for 
SUSI to determine. However I would point out that under the scheme, students who have pre-
viously attended, but not completed a course of study are required to complete an equivalent 
period of study on an approved course before being eligible to be considered for a grant.

10/06/2014WRK03800Emergency Works Scheme Applications

10/06/2014WRK03900262. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will instruct 
departmental officials to immediately process an emergency works applications for a school 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24780/14]

10/06/2014WRK04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school in question re-
cently submitted an application for funding for toilet facilities for a special needs pupil under 
my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme.  This application is currently being assessed and 
the school authorities will be notified of the outcome once this assessment has been completed.

10/06/2014WRK04100Schools Building Projects Status

10/06/2014WRK04200263. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Galway to have a new 
building included in the new schools building programme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24793/14]

10/06/2014WRK04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Department’s priority is to target its limited capital budget for the provision of additional 
school accommodation in identified areas of demographic growth. 

Major school building projects, including the school referred to by the Deputy, that are not 
included in the current Five Year Construction Programme, will continue to be progressed sub-
ject to available funding into Architectural Planning.  My Department is currently reviewing 
the accommodation brief for the school concerned and will be in contact with the school in this 
regard shortly. 

10/06/2014WRK04400Public Procurement Contracts Social Clause

10/06/2014WRK04500264. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
Government policy ensures that when awarding large State contracts a percentage of contrac-
tors are employed from the local community for the duration of the project; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24142/14]

10/06/2014WRK04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under EU 
law, public contracts above certain values must be advertised EU-wide and awarded to the 
most competitive tender in an open and objective process. The aim is to promote an open, com-
petitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers value for money. 
It would be a breach of the rules for a public body to favour or discriminate against particular 
candidates on grounds of location or nationality and there are legal remedies which may be used 
against any public body infringing these rules. 
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However, I understand that the European Commission issued guidance in 2010 that identi-
fied a range of social considerations that could be relevant for procurement including promot-
ing employment opportunities for young unemployed or long-term unemployed and promoting 
compliance with core labour standards. This guidance stressed that when incorporating social 
considerations into the procurement process one of the key challenges is ensuring compliance 
with the EU Treaty Principles and the Procurement Directives. The EU procurement directives 
primarily envisage that social considerations may be included as contract performance condi-
tions, provided they are not discriminatory and are included in the contract notice or in the 
contract documents and relate to the performance of the contract. For example, the EU Direc-
tives state that contract performance conditions may be intended to favour on-site vocational 
training, the employment of people experiencing particular difficulty in achieving integration, 
the fight against unemployment or the protection of the environment. 

The issue of maximising the potential of public contracts to deliver social benefits is some-
thing that I have been examining. Therefore the use of social clauses in public procurement is 
limited to instances where they are targeted at factoring into the procurement process consider-
ation of social issues such as employment opportunities, equal opportunities and social inclu-
sion.  In order to be compatible with EU law, they must be made known to all interested parties 
and must not restrict participation by contractors from other Member States.

Challenges arise from the need to ensure that: value for money is not adversely affected; ad-
ditional costs are not placed on domestic suppliers relative to other potential suppliers; and the 
targeted benefit is capable of being measured and monitored during execution of the contract. 

The inclusion of social clauses in the procurement process would appear to be most suited 
to situations where the social benefit could be considered a core requirement and can be di-
rectly linked to the contracting authority s policy or strategic plan. Experience in other Member 
States, would also indicate that social clauses will tend to be used for services and works con-
tracts rather than supply contracts.  A further consideration is the ability of contracting authori-
ties to effectively monitor compliance with the social clause; this may be more difficult where 
some of the work is to be performed in another Member State. 

The use of a social clause requiring a contractor to recruit a certain percentage of those 
employed on a public works construction site from the ranks of the long term unemployed is 
being piloted on a limited number of schools projects under the Devolved Schools Programme 
Design and Build Framework, which is being administered by the National Development Fi-
nance Agency (NDFA) on behalf of the Department of Education and Skills.  The Government 
Contracts Committee for Construction (GCCC) last year approved the pilot initiative to be 
included in the NDFA Devolved Schools Programme.  

A framework of contractors has been set up for the Devolved Schools Programme, which 
consist of a mix of new builds, extensions and some remedial works to existing schools both at 
a primary and post primary level.  Three contracts were awarded in February off the Devolved 
Schools Programme.  The projects will be constructed using the public works contract for 
Building Works designed by the Contractor.  A clause has been included in the contract which 
requires that 10% of the person weeks worked on the contract be undertaken by individuals 
recruited from the ranks of the long-term unemployed.  There is also a requirement for 2.5% of 
the person weeks on the contract to be undertaken by apprentices.  

It is important to note that such a provision must be managed carefully both to ensure that 
the requirements set can be met and monitored but also consideration must be given to their im-
pact on a sector that has experienced decline in output since 2008 as it may result in significant 
displacement of those already in employment.  
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The contractors compliance with this clause under the Devolved Schools Programme will 
be carefully monitored in accordance with the terms set out in the contract.  Once initial evalua-
tions on the performance of the clause have been undertaken any necessary amendments will be 
tabled at GCCC before they are incorporated into the PPP element of the Stimulus Programme.

In addition, in order to maximise the effective use of such clauses in procurement a project 
group led by the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) is to be established which will put 
forward projects where social clauses would be inserted into the contract to address employ-
ment and training.

The group will have the following functions:

- The Departments with responsibility for employment and training will identify the im-
portant social considerations and actively assist the procuring bodies and successful tenderers 
through the provision of training, accreditation.

- The OGP will assist Departments and agencies in the design of the social clause most 
suited to the specific contract.

- The procuring body will monitor the impact of the social clause(s).

- The OGP will collate this information and report on its implementation.

This is a complex area and I want to ensure that we learn from practical experience here 
and the experience in other jurisdictions to develop robust social procurement framework that 
is effective. It is important to ensure that where possible the State uses its purchasing power to 
develop employment and re-training opportunities that arise under certain public contracts. I 
have asked the OGP to review this approach after 12 months.

10/06/2014WRL00150Office of the Ombudsman Remit

10/06/2014WRL00200265. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will consider including the Irish Tax Institute under the remit of the Ombudsman; if he will 
consider appointing an independent regulatory body to deal with complaints made by citizens 
against the Irish Tax Institute; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24176/14]

10/06/2014WRL00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Ombudsman examines complaints from members of the public who be-
lieve that they have been unfairly treated by public bodies. The Ombudsman (Amendment) Act 
2012 extended the Ombudsman’s remit to some 200 additional public bodies.  I understand that 
the Irish Tax Institute is primarily a representative and educational body for tax professionals.  
Under the current legislation it could not be subject to review by the Ombudsman and there are 
currently no plans to extend the Ombudsman’s remit to encompass representative organisations.

The question of whether an independent regulatory body should be appointed to deal with 
complaints made against the Irish Tax Institute is a matter - in the first instance - for my col-
league the Minister for Finance.  The Department of Finance has advised that, the Irish Tax In-
stitute has established and maintains appropriate professional standards of conduct for its mem-
bers. A complaints mechanism has been put in place under its Code of Conduct for members 
and students which allows persons to make a complaint if they believe standards of work and 
conduct have been breached. Complaints are investigated by an Investigation Committee com-
prising three Council members and an independent Senior Counsel who is not a member of the 
Council and the Institute exercises professional discipline as appropriate over those who do not 



10 June 2014

200

comply with the standards. Details of the standards and the complaints mechanism are available 
on its website. In these circumstances, it is not considered necessary to appoint an independent 
regulatory body to deal with complaints made against the Institute.

10/06/2014WRL00350State Properties

10/06/2014WRL00400266. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if there are licence or lease agreements in place in respect of the rental of portions of the Four 
Courts building in Dublin; when the licences or leases were signed; the rent paid in respect of 
these agreements; if there are any arrears in this respect; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24223/14]

10/06/2014WRL00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am advised 
by the Commissioners of Public Works that there are a number of licence agreements in place 
in the Four Courts.  There are two licence agreements relating to telecommunications masts on 
a building in the Four Courts complex along the same terms as similar arrangements on other 
State properties. Both of these licence agreements commenced in 2004. 

There are two other licence arrangements in place in the Four Courts. One of these is with 
Aramark Ltd. (formerly Campbell Catering Ltd.) and dates from 1977. This is the subject of le-
gal proceedings and I am not in a position to provide details at this time. The remaining licence 
is with the Bar Council in respect of the Law Library and dates from 1968.

10/06/2014WRL00550State Properties

10/06/2014WRL00600267. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding an Office of Public Works owned property (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24370/14]

10/06/2014WRL00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am advised 
by the Commissioners of Public Works that there have been no reports (from staff or public) of 
any anti-social behaviour at this property. OPW Park staff regularly monitor the vacant lodge 
in question to check on its condition and indications of any vandalism or such anti-social be-
haviour.  The Phoenix Park management have been asked to make contact with the adjoining 
property owner and to discuss their concerns.

10/06/2014WRL00750Commercial Rates Valuation Process

10/06/2014WRL00800268. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if it is the 
intention of Dublin City Council to charge an organisation (details supplied) commercial rates. 
[24656/14]

10/06/2014WRL00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The  rateable 
valuation of a commercial property is used by a local authority to determine the rates payable.  
All rateable property in the Dublin City Council rating authority area, including the property 
referred to (details supplied), has recently been the subject of a revaluation under Part 5 of the 
Valuation Act, 2001.  The property referred to is currently the subject of an appeal to the Com-
missioner of Valuation under Section 30 of the Valuation Act, 2001. The Commissioner of Valu-
ation is independent in the performance of his functions as per section 9(10) of the Valuation 
Act 2001.  The appeal will be decided by the Commissioner of Valuation no later than 19 July 
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2014 and that decision will be effective from 1 January 2014.

10/06/2014WRL00950Capital Programme Expenditure

10/06/2014WRL01000269. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 324 of 27 May 2014, if he will consider collating the necessary 
data to enable his Department to provide, on an annual basis, details of construction related 
capital expenditure. [24298/14]

10/06/2014WRL01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Depart-
ment is responsible for setting the overall capital allocations across Departments and for moni-
toring monthly capital expenditure at Departmental level. Within the overall allocations, in-
dividual Ministers and their Departments allocate capital funds across various projects and 
programmes in line with their Department’s priorities. As stated in my reply to Parliamentary 
Question No. 324 of 27 May 2014, information in relation to allocations at project level can be 
obtained from the relevant Departments.

I also noted in my reply that details in relation to the overall annual Exchequer capital bud-
get can be found on the databank website hosted by my Department (http://databank.per.gov.
ie/). The information on the databank is provided at Departmental, programme and subhead 
level which is in line with the format of the Budget and Revised Estimates. The Revised Esti-
mates also include a sectoral breakdown of the public capital programme (voted and non-voted 
capital expenditure).  Through the databank and the published Estimates, a wide range of data 
in relation to public expenditure (both capital and current) has been placed in the public domain. 
My Department will keep under review the detail of information provided with a view to en-
hancement as and when considered appropriate.

10/06/2014WRL01150Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRL01200270. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide in tabular form, a listing of legislative Acts signed into law in 2013 and to date 
in 2014, for which he is responsible for commencement; the date on which the Acts were signed 
into law; and the date on which he signed the ministerial order commencing the Act. [24433/14]

10/06/2014WRL01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the following table outlines the nine pieces of legislation enacted by my 
Department from 2013 to date, including any commencement orders, if required.

Name Enacted Summary Date Ministerial 
Order signed to com-
mence Act

Houses of the Oireach-
tas Commission 
(Amendment) Act 2013

26/02/2013 
(No. 3 of 2013)

to amend the Houses of the 
Oireachtas Commission Act 2003 to 
confer additional functions on the 
Houses of the Oireachtas Com-
mission; and to provide for related 
matters

14 June 2013
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Name Enacted Summary Date Ministerial 
Order signed to com-
mence Act

National Lottery Act 
2013 

14/05/2013
 (No. 13 of 2013)

to provide for the holding of a 
national lottery on behalf of the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, to establish the Office of 
the Regulator of the National Lot-
tery and to define the functions of 
the Regulator, to repeal the National 
Lottery Act 1986, to amend sections 
27 and 28 of the Gaming and Lot-
teries Act 1956 and to provide for 
connected matters

 27 February 2014.

Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public  
Interest Act 2013

05/06/2013 
(No. 18 of 2013)

to provide for (A) the reduction of 
the remuneration of certain public 
servants (including members of 
the Houses of the Oireachtas, the 
judiciary and certain office holders); 
(B) the reduction of the amount of 
the payment of pension or other 
benefits (other than lump sums) 
payable to or in respect of certain 
persons who are or were in the 
public service (including members 
and former members of the Houses 
of the Oireachtas, former members 
of the judiciary and former holders 
of certain offices) under an occupa-
tional pension scheme or pension 
arrangement (by whatever name 
called); and (C) the alteration of the 
operation of scales of pay for public 
servants (including the suspen-
sion of the awarding, for a certain 
period, of increments under those 
scales), and to provide for related 
matters

No Ministerial Com-
mencement Order was 
required

Ministers and Secretar-
ies (Amendment) Act 
2013

23/07/2013 
(No. 29 of 2013)

to make provision for medium-term 
expenditure management and for 
that purpose to make provision for 
Government expenditure ceilings 
and Ministerial expenditure ceil-
ings, and to amend the Ministers 
and Secretaries (Amendment) Act 
2011

19 December 2013

Houses of the Oireach-
tas (Inquiries, Privilege 
and Procedures) Act 
2013

24/07/2013 
(No. 33 of 2013)

to provide for the exercise by 
either House or both Houses of the 
Oireachtas (or by a Committee of 
either House or both Houses) of a 
power to conduct an inquiry into 
specified matters, to provide for 
matters relating to compellabil-
ity, privilege and procedure in the 
Houses (and in Committees of 
either House or both Houses), and 
to provide for related matters

Signed 23 September 
2013 and commenced 
25 September 2013
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Name Enacted Summary Date Ministerial 
Order signed to com-
mence Act

Construction Contracts 
Act 2013

29/07/2013
(No. 34 of 2013)

To regulate payments under con-
struction contracts and to provide 
for related matters (subject to Com-
mencement Order)    

Two further steps are 
necessary for the oper-
ation of the legislation 
prior to its commence-
ment.

The first, a comprehen-
sive code of practice 
for the conduct of adju-
dication, has been the 
subject of consultation 
with key stakeholders. 
The final draft of the 
code of practice was 
circulated to stakehold-
ers in March.  

The second element 
requires the establish-
ment of a panel of 
adjudicators and a 
chair of that panel to 
be appointed.  Officials 
in my department are 
working on the details 
of the structure for the 
panel, its set up and 
operation and this will 
shortly be circulated 
to stakeholders for 
consultation.  Once this 
process is concluded, 
applications for the 
panel will be adver-
tised and when the 
appointment process to 
the panel is complete 
the Act will be com-
menced.

Appropriation Act 2013 20/12/2013
(No. 43 of 2013)

To appropriate to the proper supply 
services and purposes sums granted 
by the Central Fund (Permanent 
Provisions) Act 1965, to make 
provision in relation to deferred 
surrender to the Central Fund of 
certain undischarged appropriations 
by reference to the capital supply 
services and purposes as provided 
for by section 91 of the Finance 
Act 2004 and, for the purpose of 
maintaining a sufficient amount of 
moneys in the paymaster general’s 
supply account so as to enable the 
discharge of particular liabilities, 
to make provision for repayable 
advances from the Central Fund

No Ministerial Com-
mencement Order was 
required 
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Name Enacted Summary Date Ministerial 
Order signed to com-
mence Act

Public  Service Man-
agement (Recruitment 
& Appointments)
(Amendment)  Act 
2013

24/12/2013
(No. 47 of 2013)

to enable the redeployment of 
members of staff in the civil service 
and certain other sectors of the 
public service to other positions in 
the public service (whether the civil 
service or other foregoing sectors); 
for that purpose to amend the Public 
Service Management (Recruitment 
and Appointments) Act 2004, and to 
provide for related matters

No Ministerial Com-
mencement Order was 
required

Oireachtas (Ministe-
rial and Parliamentary 
Offices) (Amendment) 
Act 2014

12/04/2014
(No. 6 of 2014)

to amend and extend the Ministerial 
and Parliamentary Offices Act 1938 
and to provide for related matters

15 May 2014 

10/06/2014WRL01350Public Procurement Contracts

10/06/2014WRL01400271. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the level of scrutiny which takes place within his Department to monitor the compliance of 
tenderers for public procurement contracts with tax laws; and if his Department ensures that 
subcontractors employed by successful tenderers are also subject to review to ensure that they 
are tax compliant. [24503/14]

10/06/2014WRL01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The manage-
ment of the tendering process for a public contract is a matter for each contracting authority.  It 
is the responsibility of each contracting authority to ensure that tenderers comply with all the 
requirements of the process.  

Prior to the award of a public contract of a value of €10,000 (inclusive of VAT) or more 
within any 12-month period, the successful applicant will be required, in line with Department 
of Finance tax clearance procedures, to produce to a contracting authority either a current Tax 
Clearance Certificate or demonstrate a satisfactory level of subcontractor tax compliance in 
the case of the construction, forestry or meat processing sectors subject to Relevant Contracts 
Tax (RCT).  The same tax clearance requirement applies to any non-resident contractor being 
awarded a public contract.  Where a relevant contract (i.e. a contract that is subject to RCT) has 
been awarded to a subcontractor, the contracting authority or principal contractor must notify 
Revenue of the relevant contract online under Section 530B Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.

In the case of subcontractors employed on any public sector contract of a value of €10,000 
(inclusive of VAT) or more, they must produce a tax reference number to the contractor where 
payments exceed €650, a record of which must be kept by the contractor and be available for 
inspection where requested by the Revenue Commissioners. Where payments exceed €2,600 in 
any 12 month period the subcontractor will be required to either produce a current tax clearance 
certificate, or, demonstrate a satisfactory level of subcontractor tax compliance as appropriate.

10/06/2014WRL01550Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRL01600272. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will list in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to powers 
delegated to the Minister for State with special responsibility for public service reform and the 
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Office of Public Works and with special responsibility for international tax issues and customs 
reform; if he will detail the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly 
to said Minister of State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24616/14]

10/06/2014WRL01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): While the 
Minister of State at my Department has carried out numerous functions on my behalf, particu-
larly in relation to the Office of Public Works and Public Service Reform, no Order under the 
Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment)(No. 2) Act 1977 delegating functions to the Minister of 
State has been signed by me.  The senior civil servants with overall reporting responsibility in 
the areas mentioned are the Chairman of the Office of Public Works and the Assistant Secretary 
who heads the Public Service Reform Unit in my Department.

10/06/2014WRL01750Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

10/06/2014WRL01800273. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
clarify if new entrants to the public sector under the Croke Park agreement were paid 10% less 
starting pay; under the Haddington Road agreement this 10% was to be reinstated for these new 
entrants in November 2013; when this increase will take effect and whether it will be backdated 
to November 2013. [24623/14]

10/06/2014WRL01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Had-
dington Road Agreement made provision to address the imbalance between those who entered 
the Public Service since 2011 and those who entered before that date. In accordance with the 
Agreement revised incremental salary scales are being implemented in each public service sec-
tor for same grade entrants that incorporate the revision of salary introduced by Government in 
January 2011 and will be effective from 1 November 2013.

10/06/2014WRL01950Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

10/06/2014WRL02000274. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
provisions there are under the Haddington Road agreement for a public sector worker whose 
working week was 35 hours or less and who chose to remain on those hours with an appropriate 
pay adjustment to continue working those hours beyond 30 June 2014; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24633/14]

10/06/2014WRL02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Hadding-
ton Road Agreement provides for the standard working week for a public servant with a work-
ing week of 35 hours or less to increase to 37 hours a week.  The detailed implementation of 
this measure is a matter for local management in each public service sector in line with the op-
erational requirements of the relevant sector.

10/06/2014WRL02150Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

10/06/2014WRL02200275. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the criteria used by Civil Service management to decide whether a civil servant, under the 
Haddington Road agreement, can be allowed to remain on a 35 hour or less working week 
with appropriate pay cuts beyond 30 June 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[24634/14]

10/06/2014WRL02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under the 
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terms of the Haddington Road Agreement, it was agreed that Management would allow peo-
ple to remain on their pre-Haddington Road hours with appropriate pay adjustments for a set 
period of time.  The Agreement provided that following this period the new work sharing provi-
sions which are set out in the Haddington Road Agreement should apply.  

The revised worksharing arrangments in the Agreement stipulate that:

- the implementation and operation of worksharing arrangements is at the discretion of 
management;

- no work sharing patterns approved in the future should be less than 50% of full time work-
ing hours; and

- each individual’s work-sharing arrangements will be formally reviewed on an annual basis 
(or earlier if required). 

In practice, this means that in the Civil Service where worksharing arrangements were 
agreed to facilitate the retention of pre-Haddington Road hours, managers will review those 
arrangements to determine if the worksharing patterns being requested by individual staff mem-
bers, whether pre-Haddington Road or otherwise, meet the business needs of the organisation, 
having regard to the efficient and effective delivery of public services.

10/06/2014WRL02350Capital Programme Expenditure

10/06/2014WRL02400276. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to allocate further funds this year to local authorities for housing adaptation grants in 
order to tackle the national backlog in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24649/14]

10/06/2014WRL02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The manage-
ment of housing policy and making provision for expenditure on housing is a matter in the 
first instance for my colleague the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment to consider.  An allocation of €38.6m was made in Budget 2014 for Private Housing 
Grants which represented a 10% increase on the 2013 allocation. The Deputy will be aware 
that I recently agreed to make available an additional €50m for funding the social housing pro-
gramme under Phase 4 of the Infrastructure Stimulus Investing in Recovery and Growth.  The 
question as to what extent  there is  scope for further investment in housing will be considered 
in engagement between my Department and the Department of Environment, Community and 
Local Government in the coming months in the context of preparations of the Estimates/Budget 
for 2015.

10/06/2014WRL02550Public Procurement Contracts

10/06/2014WRL02600277. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 9 and 11 of 4 June 2014, if he will provide a county 
breakdown of the public procurement contracts won by Irish companies; the total number of 
contracts awarded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24652/14]

10/06/2014WRL02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Unfortunately 
the majority of suppliers registered in eTenders have not provided accurate company profile 
information including company registered address so we cannot report accurately on a break 
down by county of awards won by domestic companies above OJEU thresholds.  We are cur-
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rently enhancing eTenders to encourage suppliers to enter accurate and complete company de-
tails and expect to contact suppliers to update their information in eTenders by the end of June. 
We are hopeful that suppliers will comply with the request to update their company details and 
by year end we would anticipate that we will be able to provide a detailed breakdown by county 
on contracts awarded that are logged in eTenders.

10/06/2014WRL02750Commercial Rates Valuation Process

10/06/2014WRL02800278. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
introduce a new Valuation Bill to deal with the imbalance in the commercial rates around the 
country; and if he does, the timescale for such a Bill. [24707/14]

10/06/2014WRL02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment published the Valuation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 2012 on 3 August, 2012 as part of its 
legislative programme. The Bill proceeded through its second stage in Seanad Éireann on 11 
October 2012. The primary purpose of the Bill is to accelerate the national programme of re-
valuing every commercial and industrial property in the country which is being undertaken by 
the Valuation Office. 

Since the second stage debate was taken in Seanad Éireann, officials in my Department and 
the Valuation Office have engaged in an extensive consultation process on various aspects of 
the Bill with a range of stakeholders. The legislation is quite complex and every effort is being 
made to expedite the passage of the Bill. Engagement with the Parliamentary Counsel on  com-
mittee stage amendments to the Bill is nearing completion in the light of the consultation that 
has taken place to date and I would hope to see the Bill returning for Committee Stage in the 
Seanad before the Summer recess.

10/06/2014WRL02950Flood Prevention Measures

10/06/2014WRL03000279. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason for the delay in commencing the next phase of flood prevention works on the Clare 
River in County Galway; the progress made to date in the preparatory work on this project; the 
finance allocated to the project for 2014; when works will commence on same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24731/14]

10/06/2014WRL03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am advised 
by the Commissioners of Public Works that the OPW, in association with Galway County 
Council, has developed a Flood Relief Scheme, under the Arterial Drainage Acts, for the Clare 
River in the environs of Claregalway.  The Scheme has been approved by the Commissioners of 
Public Works and has been submitted to me for approval, in accordance with the requirements 
of the Arterial Drainage Act 1945, as amended.  The proposals are currently being considered 
by my officials.  Subject to satisfactory conclusion of this review, I understand that the OPW 
hope to be in a position to commence work on the project this year.  I can confirm the Govern-
ment’s commitment to implementing this project. I can confirm also that provision has been 
made for the cost of the project in OPW’s Multi-Annual Capital Budget Profiles for the period 
2014-2017.

10/06/2014WRL03150Departmental Staff Grievance Procedures
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10/06/2014WRL03200280. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
mechanism in place in his Department to deal with concerns or complaints that staff under his 
responsibility may have; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24765/14]

10/06/2014WRL03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): There are 
range of mechanisms available in the civil service for dealing with complaints from staff. The 
most appropriate mechanism depends on the specific nature of the complaint. My Department 
has both put in place and is actively introducing the following policies that apply across the 
Civil Service:

- The Positive Working Environment policy includes procedures for dealing with complaints 
from staff of bullying, harassment and sexual harassment;

- The Grievance Procedure is a process that seeks to deal with the complaints of individual 
members of staff;

In addition my Department is currently progressing the Protected Disclosures Bill 2013 
through the Oireachtas and it is anticipated that the Bill will be enacted shortly.  The Bill in-
cludes a provision requiring every public body to put in place internal procedures for dealing 
with protected disclosures made by workers who are or were employed by the body.

The Office of the Ombudsman examines complaints from members of the public who feel 
they have been unfairly treated by certain public bodies, for example, government departments, 
local authorities, the HSE and publicly funded third level education bodies.  As such, it is open 
to staff to bring complaints to the Ombudsman as members of the public and in their own pri-
vate capacity in respect of issues where they perceive there have been failings in their dealings 
with public bodies.

10/06/2014WRL03350Foreign Direct Investment

10/06/2014WRL03400281. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of persons directly employed in FDI companies here; the number of persons employed in 
service companies feeding into such companies on a regional basis; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24101/14]

10/06/2014WRL03500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Forfás 
Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses in companies that are supported by 
the enterprise development agencies.  I am informed by IDA Ireland that the number of people 
employed in their client companies in 2013 was 166,184.  Every 10 jobs in an IDA Ireland 
client company supports 7 jobs in the wider economy.  2013 represented the fourth successive 
year of jobs growth in IDA Ireland client companies with the creation of over 7,000 net new 
jobs during the year.

10/06/2014WRL03550Trade Agreements

10/06/2014WRL03600282. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when Ire-
land will sign the EU free trade agreement with Colombia. [24209/14]

10/06/2014WRL03700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The official 
signing ceremony for the EU-Colombia/Peru Trade Agreement took place on 26 June 2012.  
The EU was represented by the Presidency and by the EU Commission.  All EU member states 
are parties to the Agreement and signature by all member states took place ahead of the official 
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signing ceremony.  Ireland signed on 25 June, 2012.  The full entry into force of the Agreement 
is subject to the ratification by all parties.  I indicated in response to a Dáil question last week 
that ratification by Ireland is subject to prior approval of Dáil Éireann, and that it is my intention 
to seek that necessary approval during the course of this year.

10/06/2014WRM00150Departmental Funding

10/06/2014WRM00200283. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
his plans to increase the resources and-or funding available to the Office of the Director of Cor-
porate Enforcement; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24455/14]

10/06/2014WRM00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware 
that the Office of the Director, in common with the other Divisions and Offices of my Depart-
ment, participated in a Departmental Workforce Planning exercise in 2012 and again in 2013.  
Notwithstanding the merits of the various submissions received, the moratorium on recruitment 
and the need to observe Employment Control Framework targets severely limit the capacity of 
my Department to respond, as requested.  Staff assignments are made by reference to the prior-
ity needs of the Department and its offices as a whole.

The ODCE’s revised workforce plan has specifically highlighted the centrality of accoun-
tancy skills as being fundamental to that Office’s ability to deal with the more complex issues 
and investigations which it has been facing since the economic downturn.  Despite the severe 
limitations referred to above, I am strongly supportive of the case made by the ODCE to rebal-
ance its staff complement to increase the accountancy expertise available to the Office.  I have 
recently written to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform requesting his assistance in 
expediting the necessary sanction from his Department to fill these important posts.

10/06/2014WRM00350Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRM00400284. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the legis-
lative provisions in respect of his Department that has been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 
but have not come into effect to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24153/14]

10/06/2014WRM00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment has identified the following legislative provisions that have been passed by the Oireachtas 
since 2011 but have not come into effect to date: sections 2, 7 and 8 of the Companies (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 have not been commenced or been given effect to date.  It is 
expected that section 2 of that Act, which provides for small private companies to apply directly 
to the Circuit Court for examinership, will be commenced shortly.  The commencement of this 
section, under section 11(3) of the 2013 Act, will coincide with the date of giving effect to the 
revised Circuit Court Rules necessary to facilitate this.

Section 7 of that Act provides for the Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority 
(IAASA) to raise a levy to fund the discharge by it of external quality assurance functions with 
regard to the audit of Public Interest Entities (PIEs).  Under Section 11(5) and (6), as referred 
to under Section 11(3), it is provided that effect cannot be given to the provisions of Section 7 
prior to the transfer of this quality assurance function to IAASA, which requires further legisla-
tion.

Section 8 of that Act provides for Ireland to take up an EU member state option set out in 
Commission Decision 2011/30/EU to apply investigation and penalty systems to certain third 
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country auditors/audit entities which carry out audits on companies incorporated in specific 
third countries and territories, whose transferable securities are admitted to trading on a regu-
lated market in the State.  An Order is required under Section 11(3) to commence Section 8 
under which Regulations may be made in this matter.  It is the intention to designate IAASA 
as the competent authority for the functions in question when further necessary operational ar-
rangements have been put in place.

10/06/2014WRM00550Job Creation Data

10/06/2014WRM00600285. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of jobs that have been created through the ConnectIreland initiative; the companies that 
provided these jobs; the origin of these companies; the start up costs associated with the estab-
lishment of ConnectIreland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24170/14]

10/06/2014WRM00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The ‘Succeed 
in Ireland’ initiative was launched in March 2012 as one of the key action points in the Action 
Plan for Jobs 2012.  This unique pilot initiative is managed by IDA Ireland and delivered on 
its behalf, under contract, by ConnectIreland, a subsidiary of the Taxback Group.  Connect Ire-
land markets, promotes and implements the ‘Succeed in Ireland’ initiative in the international 
marketplace.  Under the terms of the contract, ConnectIreland and IDA Ireland work to convert 
potential leads identified by ‘Connectors’ into investments and job creation in Ireland.

Up to Friday last, 6 June 2014, there have been a total of 20 projects approved by IDA Ire-
land under the initiative, with the potential to create 498 jobs.  Details of the number of projects 
approved in each of the three years 2012 to 2014, inclusive, are set out in tabular statement A.  
Of the 20 projects approved to date, 13 have been publicly announced and are listed on the tabu-
lar statement B.  On the basis of information received from ConnectIreland, IDA Ireland has 
informed me that, at present, there are in the region of 150 jobs now on the ground arising from 
the initiative.  Under the agreed terms of its contract ConnectIreland has covered all start-up 
costs associated with the establishment of the initiative.  Payments will be made to ConnectIre-
land on a phased basis by IDA Ireland in respect of each sustainable job that has been in place 
for a period of over two years.  To date, no Exchequer funding has been expended as payments 
by IDA Ireland to ConnectIreland under the initiative have not yet fallen due.  An independent 
evaluation of the initiative is currently underway and, following completion of that evaluation, 
I will bring a memorandum to Government on the matter.

TABLE A showing the number of ConnectIreland projects approved by IDA Ireland 
in each of the years 2012, 2013 & to date in 2014

Year Number of Projects approved 
2012 3
2013 10
2014 ( to date) 7

TABLE B showing the number of ConnectIreland Projects that have been publicly 
announced

Company Name Origin Location Jobs 
Intergeo Services US Carlow 30
Flagship Management US Kinvara Co. Calway 15
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Company Name Origin Location Jobs 
Mafic (Black Basalt) Ire-
land

Luxembourg Kells Co. Meath 70

Ark Energy Consulting Ltd Italy Longford 10
The Magni Group US Mallow Co. Cork 50
Improv Asylum US Dublin 12
SMI US Dublin 10
Sound & Sea US Cork 55
Bayne Law US Cork 6
Wired Ireland France Dublin 8
Lobo Leasing US Dublin 15
Sure Power Consulting US Dublin 25
Pepper Home Loans Australia Shannon Co. Clare 49

10/06/2014WRM00750Work Permit Applications

10/06/2014WRM00800286. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position regarding an appeal for an employment permit in respect of a person (details supplied); 
when a decision is due in the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24323/14]

10/06/2014WRM00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): This appli-
cation was refused on 27 March 2014 as Intra-Company Transfer employment permits are 
considered for senior management earning a minimum annual remuneration of €40,000, key 
personnel earning a minimum annual remuneration of €40,000, or personnel undergoing a train-
ing programme earning a minimum annual remuneration of €30,000 provided it is adequately 
demonstrated that a detailed training programme will be undertaken by the transferee.  It ap-
peared from the information provided in support of this application that the transferee would be 
on a gross annual remuneration of less than €40,000 and would not be undertaking a training 
programme but instead would provide training.  In accordance with Section 13 of the Employ-
ment Permits Act, the applicant sought a review of this decision and I understand that further 
information has recently been sought by my Department that may assist in consideration of this 
review.  On receipt of this information the matter will receive further attention.

10/06/2014WRM00950Trade Missions

10/06/2014WRM01000287. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his plans 
to have a trade mission to Germany; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24330/14]

10/06/2014WRM01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Germany is 
Europe’s largest economy and one of Ireland’s top four trading partners.  In 2013 Irish goods 
exports to Germany were valued at over €6.5 billion and services exports in 2012 (the most 
recent data available) were valued at over €8 billion.  Germany is also the third-largest source 
of tourists to Ireland, with almost half a million German tourists visiting Ireland in 2013.  As 
part of the Governments’ 2014 ministerial-led St. Patrick’s Day “Promote Ireland” programme, 
the Minister of State, Deputy, Fergus O’Dowd visited Germany.  In 2013 both Minister of 
State, Deputy Sean Sherlock, and I led Enterprise Ireland Trade Missions to Germany.  My  
programme focused on building on the strong relationships that exist already with the aim of 
growing exports and creating the jobs we need. My programme included:
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- 9 bilateral meetings with IDA and Enterprise Ireland target companies;

- A trade/investment event with over 100 companies;

- 5 Irish tourism/cultural events;

- 2 Bord Bia events to promote Irish food exports;

- Interviews with German media as part of the continuing drive to rebuild Ireland’s reputa-
tion.

I am confident that this jobs focused trade and investment-related programme has helped 
Enterprise Ireland clients cement relationships with their German partners and win access to 
key decision-makers in target sectors which should facilitate employment growth.  It has also 
helped German investors to continue to see Ireland as an attractive location for foreign direct in-
vestment and further expand operations and employment in Ireland.  While further missions to 
Germany are not planned for 2014, Enterprise Ireland has an office in Dusseldorf from where it 
will continue to provide services to Irish-owned companies looking to develop their businesses 
in Germany, Austria and Switzerland.

10/06/2014WRM01150Regional Development

10/06/2014WRM01200288. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the exact 
number of visits that have been carried out at the Industrial Development Agency park, Mull-
ingar, County Westmeath over 2013 and 2014; and if he will outline his strategy for attracting 
businesses to Mullingar over the coming year.  [24372/14]

10/06/2014WRM01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Westmeath 
is part of IDA Ireland’s Midlands Region along with Counties Longford, Laois, Offaly, and 
Roscommon.  In this region IDA prioritises the marketing of the linked Gateway of Athlone/
Tullamore/Mullingar.

I have been informed by IDA Ireland that the agency successfully secured 16 agency spon-
sored site visits by potential investors to the midlands region with 1 visiting Mullingar in 2013.  
To date this year, the region has received 7 site visits.  These site visits were from new compa-
nies visiting the location for the first time and from senior executives of existing companies.  

There are many complex factors influencing investor location decision-making such as the 
increasing preference of investors globally for cities of scale with 1 million plus population, 
significant challenges from lower cost locations in the UK and Eastern Europe and attractive 
regional aid.  In the region as a whole, there are currently 43 IDA Ireland client companies em-
ploying 4,812 people.  IDA Ireland has formed strong relationships with these companies and, 
having regard to the fact that 70% approximately of all FDI investments won by IDA Ireland is 
from the existing client base, the agency continues to work closely with them in order to ensure 
their long term sustainability and to encourage their growth, development and continuing re-
investment in their sites.  IDA Ireland works closely with third level educational institutions in 
the region so that the skill-sets necessary to attract high value added employment to the Region 
are being developed.

As part of the Action Plan for Jobs 2014, we are bringing a particular focus to regional 
job creation and are delivering a range of measures to support this goal.  One such measure is 
that IDA Ireland will commence building new advanced manufacturing facilities in Waterford 
and Athlone and office space in Letterkenny.  The Athlone building will provide an enhanced 
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platform to attract FDI to the Midlands Region.  The other IDA Parks in the Midlands, includ-
ing Mullingar Business Park are essential infrastructure to provide for FDI clients and also for 
indigenous companies interested in developing their business in the Midlands Region.  With the 
improved infrastructure that is now in place, a significant number of people commute within the 
Midlands Region.  Indeed, a project win in one Midlands location has a positive impact on the 
other surrounding areas due to the close proximity of all main locations.  The Agency has also 
explained that they have invested in specific marketing materials for the Midlands Region to 
support their marketing effort and launched the digital Connect and Invest site earlier this year.  
This is proactively used by IDA Ireland regional and overseas teams to market and promote 
the Midlands to overseas clients wishing to invest in the Region and covers all aspects such as 
the clusters of companies, infrastructure, talent, lifestyle and the overall business environment 
offered by the region.  We must also remember that it is the investor in all cases who decides 
where to invest and an investment win for Ireland regardless of the location has to be seen as a 
plus for the country as a whole.

10/06/2014WRM01350Job Creation

10/06/2014WRM01400289. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the spe-
cific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time-bound actions his Department are in involved 
with in the interests of job creation in Waterford; the way these actions are being tracked and 
measured in terms of progression; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24414/14]

10/06/2014WRM01500290. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if work 
is underway or has been carried out to learn lessons from counties Cork and Galway in order 
that their successes in terms of job creation, and Industrial Development Agency created jobs 
in particular, can be applied in Waterford (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24415/14]

10/06/2014WRM01600291. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide details of the feedback and follow-up from potential investors who looked at Wa-
terford via the Industrial Development Agency and decided against locating there; if work has 
been done to collate and process the feedback with a view to addressing the issues cited; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24416/14]

10/06/2014WRM01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 289 to 291, inclusive, together.

Following the closure of the Talk Talk Call Centre, I initiated the South East Action Plan 
and established the South East Forum to drive implementation of that Plan, in late 2011.  My 
Department engages with the key State players on the Forum to monitor developments on the 
detailed actions set out in the Plan, and I myself have held a number of meetings with the Fo-
rum.  In addition, I have asked the Forum to look at the measures recommended in the recent 
Oireachtas Committee Report on the region, as part of its ongoing work.

Significant progress on job creation has been made, including the establishment of the new 
Call Centre operation, Eistech, supported by Enterprise Ireland, which now employs more staff 
than previously worked for Talk Talk in the city.  There have been several other job creation 
initiatives for the region as a result of the work of Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland including 
projects by Glanbia, Nypro, Feedhenry, Dawn Meats and Danone.

Other enterprise support initiatives have been developed to support new start-ups, graduate 
placements and research projects.  It is heartening that data from the Central Statistics Office 
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has confirmed that, in 2013, an additional 15,000 jobs have been created in the region, result-
ing in the unemployment rate having dropped from 18.8% to 15.5%, which, while of course is 
unacceptably high, represents solid progress.  In Waterford itself, the number of people on the 
Live Register has decreased steadily over the past two years and is down 3,000 from its peak 
in 2010.

Specifically in the case of IDA Ireland, the agency informs me that site visits by potential 
investors are one of the key means to sell a regional location and gives both IDA Ireland and 
local stakeholders an opportunity to showcase the region.  In this respect, I am glad to say that 
in the two year period since the establishment of the South East Action Plan the number of site 
visits to Waterford has almost doubled to 40 for the period 2012 / 2013, as opposed to 22 for 
the period 2010/ 2011.  The availability of suitable property solutions is also very important for 
potential clients and the construction of IDA Ireland’s new 2,438 sq. m. advanced technology 
building at IDA Ireland’s Technology Park, Waterford will be a strong attractor for the region.  
As over 65% of IDA Ireland’s business comes from its existing client portfolio, the agency 
works constantly with its existing portfolio of client companies in the area encouraging them 
to embed and grow their businesses.  Examples of the success of this strategy have been the 
Investment announcements by Nypro and Sanofi during 2013.

I understand from IDA Ireland that its clients decisions on where to locate are down to how 
well a particular location meets the company needs and are usually based on a strong cluster 
of industries in their sector, eg medical technologies in Galway and Pharmaceuticals in Cork, a 
strong skill base and the availability of suitable property solutions.  To enhance the attraction of 
Waterford as an investment location, IDA Ireland has rolled out a dedicated digital marketing 
initiative for inward investment focusing on the South East Region and Waterford (Connect and 
Invest Waterford).  IDA believes that this initiative will enhance the marketability of Waterford 
for investment at a very early stage in a prospective client’s decision making process.

In an effort to attract and support investment and enterprise development in regional loca-
tions, the Action Plan for Jobs 2014 includes a commitment to develop a framework for a Re-
gional Enterprise Strategy to better integrate the efforts of the enterprise development agencies 
and other regional stakeholders in supporting enterprises.  My intention is that the framework 
will be developed on a pilot basis initially, focusing on the Midlands region, and involving the 
agencies under the remit of my own Department - Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland and the Local 
Enterprise Offices.  The objective is to enhance synergies between the agencies and their client 
companies and build on the competitive strengths of the region to maximise the potential for 
job creation.  The role which other public bodies in the region can play in working towards this 
objective will also be examined as the project develops.  The aim is that this framework will 
serve as a model for other regions of the country.

10/06/2014WRM01750Departmental Expenditure

10/06/2014WRM01800292. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount his Department and its agencies spent on taxis in 2011, 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24580/14]

10/06/2014WRM01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The amount 
spent by my Department and offices on our corporate taxi account, for the years 2011 to date, 
is set out in the following tabular statement:
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Year Amount Spent 
2011 €12,160
2012 €10,585
2013 €17,690 (to include additional expenditure 

arising from Ireland’s hosting of the EU 
Presidency)

2014 (Jan to May) €6,345

In line with Department policy, every effort is made to minimise the use of taxis.  With 
reference to the expenditure on taxis incurred by any agency funded by my Department, this is 
a day to day matter for the agencies concerned and is not an area in which I have any function.  
Agencies under the aegis of my Department have been asked to provide a reply directly to the 
Deputy.

10/06/2014WRM01950Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRM02000293. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will list, in tabular form, all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to powers 
delegated to the Minister of State with special responsibility for small business; if he will detail 
the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly to said Minister of State 
and what they are responsible for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24609/14]

10/06/2014WRM02100294. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will list in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to powers del-
egated to the Minister of State with special responsibility for research and innovation; if he will 
detail the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly to said Minister of 
State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24617/14]

10/06/2014WRM02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 293 and 294 together.

The two Ministers of State assigned to my Department are Deputy John Perry, Minister 
with special responsibility for Small Business and Deputy Seán Sherlock, Minister with special 
responsibility for Research and Innovation.  A range of functions relevant to his responsibili-
ties in the area of Small Business was delegated to Minister Perry by the Enterprise, Trade and 
Innovation (Delegation of Ministerial Functions) (No. 5) Order 2011 (S.I. No. 242 of 2011).  A 
separate Delegation of Functions Order was made as regards Research and Innovation in re-
spect of Minister Sherlock - this was the Enterprise, Trade and Innovation (Delegation of Min-
isterial Functions) (No. 4) Order 2011 (S.I. 241 of 2011). Details of the legislation and specific 
sections that refer to powers delegated to each Minister of State are set out in the Schedules 
to each of the respective Orders and both orders were signed by An Taoiseach, Deputy Enda 
Kenny, on 24 May 2011.  Copies of the Orders are available on the Irish Statute Book website 
at www.irishstatutebook.ie.

The relevant legislation as specified in each of these Orders, together with details of the 
grades of the civil servants working in the offices of Minister Perry and Minister Sherlock 
are set out in the tables below.  These staff are established civil servants, recruited to the civil 
service in line with standard recruitment practices through the Public Appointments Service.  
Senior managers within the Department would also report as appropriate to Ministers of the 
Department on issues relating to their remit in the normal course of the business of the Depart-
ment.  Powers delegated to Minister Perry as specified in S.I. No. 242 of 2011.
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LEGISLATION/SECTIONS
Oil Burners (Standards) Act 1960 (No. 24 of 1960)
Packaged Goods (Quantity Control) Act 1980 (No. 11 of 1980) 
Metrology Act 1996 (No. 27 of 1996)
National Standards Authority of Ireland Act 1996 (No. 28 of 1996)
Prompt Payment of Accounts Act 1997 (No. 31 of 1997)
Section 10 of the Industrial Development Act 1995 (No. 28 of 1995)
European Communities (Late Payment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2002 
(S.I. No. 388 of 2002)
European Communities (Directive 2000/31/EC) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 68 of 2003)
European Union (Provision of Services) Regulations 2010 (S.I. No. 533 of 2010)

The grades of civil servants working in the office of Minister Perry are as follows:

 Private Office
1 Higher Executive Officer Private Secretary
1 Staff Officer
1 Clerical Officer
 Constituency Office
1 Clerical Officer

Powers delegated to Minister Sherlock as specified in S.I. No. 241 of 2011

ACTS
Part II of the Science and Technology Act 1987 (No. 30 of 1987) 
Patents Act 1992 (No. 1 of 1992)
Trade Marks Act 1996 (No. 6 of 1996)
Copyright and Related Rights Act 2000 (No. 28 of 2000)
Industrial Designs Act 2001 (No. 39 of 2001)
Industrial Development (Science Foundation Ireland) Act 2003 (No. 30 of 2003)
Patents (Amendment) Act 2006 (No. 31 of 2006)

The grades of civil servants working in the office of Minister Sherlock are as follows:

 Private Office
1 Executive Officer Private Secretary
2 Clerical Officers
 Constituency Office
0.5 Clerical Officer

10/06/2014WRM02250Pension Provisions

10/06/2014WRM02300295. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry was entitled to a tax free lump sum on finishing work. [24360/14]

10/06/2014WRM02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was re-
deployed to my Department in January 2012 together with approximately 700 FÁS staff.  As 
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part of the terms of the redeployment, all former FÁS staff retained the terms and conditions 
of employment that applied prior to their transfer to this Department.  The records my Depart-
ment received from FÁS in respect of the person concerned show that they were employed as a 
temporary part time cleaner in Tralee working 12.5 hours per week.  They were employed in a 
non-pensionable capacity and as such would have no entitlements to a pension and lump sum.  
As the nature of their employment was non-pensionable and temporary, they were allowed to 
continue working beyond the normal maximum retirement age of 65, which they reached on 13 
September 2001.  The Human Resources Division of my Department have been in touch with 
FÁS to ascertain if there would have been any provision within their schemes to pay the person 
concerned a special gratuity if they were to resign.  Unfortunately, they have advised us that 
no such provision exists.  As such, I regret to inform you that the person concerned would not 
qualify for a special payment or a tax free lump sum.

10/06/2014WRM02450Pension Provisions

10/06/2014WRM02500296. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount it would cost 
the Exchequer to increase the contributory and non-contributory pensions by 10%; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24454/14]

10/06/2014WRM02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The cost of increasing all contribu-
tory and non-contributory pensions (with proportionate increases for qualified adults) by 10% 
per week for those aged 66 and over is estimated at €613 million in 2015.

  Question No. 297 withdrawn.

  Question No. 298 answered with Question No. 101.

10/06/2014WRM02850Pension Provisions

10/06/2014WRM02900299. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to protect and 
improve the living standards of pensioners. [24277/14]

10/06/2014WRM03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The biggest single block of expen-
diture in the Department is expenditure on pensions which will amount to €6.5 billion or 33% 
of overall expenditure this year.  It is expected that demographic change will see this grow, e.g., 
approximately 17,000 additional pensioners are in receipt of State pension each year, and in 
2013 the Department had to make provision for an additional €190 million for the increasing 
number of pensioners.  The overall concern of the Government in recent budgets has been to 
protect the primary weekly social welfare rates.  Maintaining the rate of the State pension and 
other core payments is critical in protecting people from poverty.

Whilst an objective of the pension system in Ireland is to provide an adequate and sustainable 
basic standard of living through direct State supports, it is also to encourage people (through tax 
reliefs) to make supplementary pension provision so that they may have an adequate replace-
ment income when they retire from work.  The State pension has been successful in ensuring 
older people have an adequate income.  However, many people retiring from work will have 
a significant income gap if they do not have supplementary pension provision.  Recent figures 
indicate that only half of workers aged between 20 and 69 years have a supplementary pension 
and this relatively low coverage is of concern.  Accordingly, it is a priority for the Government 
to increase supplementary pension coverage and the Programme for Government includes a 
commitment to reforming the pension system to progressively achieve universal coverage, with 
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particular focus on lower-paid workers.

10/06/2014WRM03050Universal Social Charge Application

10/06/2014WRM03100300. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the uni-
versal social charge is not taken into account or disregarded when calculating means for social 
welfare payments.  [24088/14]

10/06/2014WRM03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The earnings assessed for social 
assistance means testing purposes generally is based on earnings net of PRSI contributions, su-
perannuation/PRSA contributions and trade union subscriptions. No account is taken in the cal-
culation of any income taxes payable on earnings i.e. the assessment is based on gross earnings 
before tax. Given that the universal social charge is a tax, the impact of this charge is, therefore, 
not taken into account when means testing welfare entitlements. 

The one exception to this arrangement relates to entitlement to Family Income Supplement. 
This has been, for many years, assessed net of all statutory charges including income tax. This 
approach has been continued and the universal social charge is taken account of for the pur-
poses of entitlement to this scheme.    

The programme for government contained a commitment to review the universal social 
charge.  This review was completed by the Department of Finance, and Budget 2012 contained 
a number of changes to the USC that will help low paid, part-time and seasonal workers.  From 
1 January 2012, the exemption level has been raised from €4,004 to €10,036 (€193 per week).  
It was estimated at that time that the measure would benefit nearly 330,000 people including 
part-time workers in receipt of primary weekly welfare payments.  

10/06/2014WRN00150State Pension (Contributory) Expenditure

10/06/2014WRN00200301. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the annual saving 
being achieved in 2014 arising from the reduction in payment of State pension to persons who 
do not have an average of 48 contributions per annum; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24104/14]

10/06/2014WRN00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension (contributory) 
is a very valuable benefit. Therefore, with the challenges facing the pension system given in-
creased number of older people living longer, it is important to ensure that those qualifying for 
State pension (contributory) have made a sustained contribution to the Social Insurance Fund 
over their working lives. 

As provided for in Budget 2012, from September 2012, new rate bands for State pension 
(contributory) were introduced.  These additional payment rate bands more accurately reflect 
the social insurance history of a person and ensure that those who contribute more during a 
working life benefit more in retirement than those with lesser contributions. 

The exchequer savings arising are estimated to be in the region of €5m for 2014 and €8 
million in 2015.  However, it is expected that this will increase over time, as the provisions are 
applied to new pensioners entering the system.

10/06/2014WRN00350Legislative Measures
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10/06/2014WRN00400302. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection the legislative provi-
sions in respect of her Department that has been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but have 
not come into effect to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24155/14]

10/06/2014WRN00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A number of amendments to the 
Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 which have been enacted since 2011 have still to come 
into effect and these are set out in the table.

Social Welfare Consolidation Act which have still to come into effect.

 Provision  Description  Status
Section 7(1) of the Social Welfare and 
Pensions Act 2011

Provides for an increase in pension-
able age for State pension purposes 
from 66 to 67 years

Comes into operation on 1 January 
2021

Section 7(3) of the Social Welfare and 
Pensions Act 2011

Provides for an increase in pension-
able age for State pension purposes 
from 67 to 68 years

Comes into operation on 1 January 
2028

Section 11 of the Social Welfare Act 
2011

Provides for a reduction in the weekly 
income disregards for the purposes of 
the one-parent family payment

Reduction in weekly income disregard 
from €90 to €75 comes into effect 
from 1 January 2015 and further 
reduction from €75 to €60 comes into 
effect from 1 January 2016

 Section 14 of the Social Welfare Act 
2012

Provides for reduction in qualifying 
age for youngest child for the purpos-
es of one-parent family payment and 
for associated saving and transitional 
provisions

Reduction in qualifying age from 10 
years to 7 years comes into effect 
from 3 July 2014.

- - Associated saving and transitional 
provisions to operate until 2 July 2015

Section 13 of the Social Welfare and 
Pensions Act 2013

Provides for the recovery of the value 
of certain illness-related social welfare 
payments from compensation awards 
made to persons as a consequence of 
personal injuries claims 

Expected to come into operation 
within the next two months

- Section 14 of the Social Welfare and 
Pensions Act 2013 also provides for 
a related amendment to the Personal 
Injuries Assessment Board Act 2003

Expected to come into operation 
within the next two months

10/06/2014WRN00550Youth Employment Initiative

10/06/2014WRN00600303. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing the programme for Government commitment on youth employment; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20849/14]

10/06/2014WRN00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government will spend over 
€500 million in 2014 on employment, education and training opportunities for young people. 
This will support the gradual implementation of the new Youth Guarantee which will seek to 
offer young people employment, continued education, an apprenticeship or a traineeship within 
four months of becoming unemployed.  As part of the Intreo process young people will be prior-
itised for case officer support and personal progression planning. The Youth Guarantee Imple-
mentation Plan provides for 28,500 programme opportunities for unemployed young people in 
2014. This figure excludes some 24,000 places provided for young people through PLC courses 
and apprenticeships.  These PLC and apprenticeship places, together with the wide range of 
vocational third-level courses provided for the young, although not reserved for unemployed 
jobseekers, also contribute to the programme.   In relation to the 28,500 places for unemployed 
young people, approximately 5,000 of these were taken up in the first four months of 2014. This 
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is broadly in line with expectations, as some programmes such as the student intake on pro-
grammes such as the Vocational Training Opportunity Scheme (VTOS) and Back to Education 
Allowance (BTEA) are concentrated in September/October in line with the academic calendar.  
The table supplied displays the total number of under 25s who have started across the various 
programmes outlined in the Youth Guarantee Implementation Plan in the first four months of 
2014. A new intake of young people to the second iteration of the Momentum programme for 
long-term unemployed jobseekers is also scheduled for later in the year. 

A further €2 million of the Garda Youth Diversion Projects funding will be used for future 
employment of young people at risk of becoming involved in anti-social and/or criminal be-
haviour.

In addition, it is important to note that some of the initiatives planned under the guarantee 
require primary legislation to allow positive discrimination on age grounds in the provision of 
employment services and supports.  This legislation will be enacted as part of the Spring So-
cial Welfare Bill due before the Oireachtas in June.  Two employment schemes in particular, 
the Youth Guarantee developmental internship programme and the JobsPlus variant for young 
people, are dependent on this legislation being passed. The JobsPlus variant will be available as 
soon as possible after the relevant legislation has been cleared. The developmental internship 
which will include a pre-internship training period, will be in place no later than autumn. Pas-
sage of the legislation will also permit the introduction of earlier and more intensive engage-
ment by INTREO with the young unemployed.

Under 25 starters on Youth Guarantee programmes, End April 2014 

Programme 2014 YTD Note
Youthreach/CTC 499 Only CTC starters – Youthreach 

figures not available for 2014
JobBridge (including planned 
reserve)

1228 -

Tus 247 -
JobsPlus 362 As of  30th April 2014
Momentum*  13 -
BTEA (excl Momentum)** Not available -
BTWEA 61 Including 5 persons on STEA
VTOS  Not available -
FAS/Solas 2441 Based on SST, Traineeship, 

Bridging & LTI starters YTD
CEB youth Entrepreneurship 
Training and Mentoring sup-
ports

Not yet commenced

CEB/MFI micro-loans for 
young people

Not yet commenced

International Work Experience 
and Training

Not yet commenced

Gateway 6 -
Community Employment 147                                                                 -
Total 5,004 Excluding where figures are not 

available
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10/06/2014WRN00750Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

10/06/2014WRN00800304. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing a cut in jobseeker’s payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24171/14]

10/06/2014WRN00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  As the person concerned failed to 
attend a scheduled National Employment Action Plan review meeting on 9 May 2014 with his 
Case Officer, his weekly rate of jobseeker’s allowance was reduced by €44 with effect from 14 
May 2014. When he attended his Intreo Office on 27 May 2014 to enquire about the deduction 
in his payment, the person concerned informed this Department that he had failed to attend his 
review meeting because he was attending a course of education; he had not previously informed 
the Department of this fact. In order that his entitlement to jobseeker’s allowance could be as-
sessed correctly, the person concerned was requested to obtain confirmation of his course start 
date, content and finish date. Limited details were supplied on 27  May 2014 whereupon he was 
again requested to provide the relevant details.  

His review meeting with his Case Officer was re-scheduled for 3 June 2014, and following 
his attendance at this interview the full rate of payment was restored to his jobseeker’s allow-
ance claim with effect from 4 June 2014.  He was again requested to provide confirmation of the 
relevant details of his educational course, and until he furnishes this information his past entitle-
ments, including the imposition of a penalty rate for a short period, cannot be assessed correctly.

10/06/2014WRN00950Disability Allowance Appeals

10/06/2014WRN01000305. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an application for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24219/14]

10/06/2014WRN01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 14 
May 2014 and that the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all of the 
evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hearing.  The person concerned will be 
notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 306 withdrawn.

10/06/2014WRN01250Carer’s Allowance Appeals

10/06/2014WRN01300307. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24224/14]

10/06/2014WRN01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 21 May 2014, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

10/06/2014WRN01450Pension Provisions

10/06/2014WRN01500308. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to protect pen-
sioners in terms of allowing more flexibility to recognise service and pension contributions, in 
view of the serious undermining of defined benefit schemes; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [24116/14]

10/06/2014WRN01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I assume the Deputy is referring to 
the recent changes to the Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act, 2013.  As I have previously 
highlighted, a detailed consultation process was undertaken to inform the deliberative process 
regarding the wind-up priority provision in section 48 of the Pensions Act.  This included a 
Department-sponsored review by Mercer Consultants on the technical aspects of the distribu-
tion of assets.   This review involved specific consideration of a service-related priority - the 
principle of which is that those who have contributed the longest should get the most from the 
scheme on wind-up.  The Mercer review was published by the Department (www.welfare.ie) 
on 9 December 2013.   

It was acknowledged at that time that, generally speaking, defined benefit schemes by their 
nature take an employee’s length of service (and by association their contributions) accrued in 
a pension scheme into account when calculating pension entitlement.   It is arguable therefore 
that this longevity principle is naturally satisfied by the structure of DB schemes.  

The principle underlying an additional service tapered approach would be that those who 
have contributed for longest should get proportionately more out of the scheme in the event 
of the wind-up of the scheme.  However, ‘overlaying’ such a service-related scale could be re-
garded as overweighting the priority in favour of service or ‘double counting’.

To demonstrate how the service principle works, consider two members of a scheme, one 
with 30 years’ service completed and one with 15 years’ service completed. Assume the pen-
sion formula is 1/60th of pensionable salary per year of service, with both having the same 
pensionable salary of €30,000 and both being aged 55. The accrued pension of the first member 
is 30/60ths of €30,000, which is €15,000. The accrued pension of the second member is half 
this amount, which is €7,500.  This example demonstrates that the most appropriate approach 
has been adopted in the legislation.  

  Question No. 309 answered with Question No. 101.

  Question No. 310 answered with Question No. 108.

10/06/2014WRN01850Invalidity Pension Appeals

10/06/2014WRN01900311. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24295/14]

10/06/2014WRN02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case. 
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Every effort will be made to hear the case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be 
informed when arrangements for the oral hearing have been made.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 312 to 314, inclusive, withdrawn.

10/06/2014WRN02150Invalidity Pension Appeals

10/06/2014WRN02200315. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an invalidity 
pension appeal will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. 
[24309/14]

10/06/2014WRN02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 12 May 
2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these papers 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 316 withdrawn.

10/06/2014WRN02450Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Eligibility

10/06/2014WRN02500317. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
person who is in receipt of partial capacity benefit wishing to take up employment under the 
wage subsidy scheme; if it is permissible for a person who is in receipt of partial capacity ben-
efit to take up an employment position when the employer is in receipt of wage subsidy scheme 
for the position; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24318/14]

10/06/2014WRN02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Partial capacity benefit (PCB) is a 
statutory scheme introduced by the Department in 2012 which is open to people who currently 
are in receipt of illness benefit for a minimum of 6 months or are in receipt of invalidity pension. 
The objective of the scheme is to support people who acknowledge that they may have capac-
ity to undertake some level of employment and wish to return to the workplace. Under PCB, a 
person may return to work and continue to receive a payment from the Department. Payment 
of partial capacity benefit lasts as long as the person has an entitlement to illness benefit or in-
validity pension.

On the other hand, the wage subsidy scheme (WSS) is an employer support payable to the 
employer where a person with a disability is hired and works a minimum of 21 hours per week. 

However, as PCB and WSS are stand- alone supports, one aimed at employees the other at 
employers, both are not available simultaneously to support a single employment vacancy. So, 
if a person in receipt of PCB wishes to resume employment, the employer cannot also claim 
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WSS in respect of that employment. 

10/06/2014WRN02650Disability Allowance Appeals

10/06/2014WRN02700318. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal in rela-
tion to disability allowance will be expedited in respect of a person (detail supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24321/14]

10/06/2014WRN02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 12 May 
2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these papers 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

If the means of the person concerned are insufficient to meet his needs pending the comple-
tion of the appeal process, it is open to him to make an application for Supplementary Welfare 
Allowance.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for 
Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

 Question No. 319 withdrawn.

10/06/2014WRO00250Registration of Births

10/06/2014WRO00300320. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding original and adopted birth certificates (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24326/14]

10/06/2014WRO00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Both the register of births and the 
adopted children register are maintained in the General Register Office.  An tArd-Chláiraitheoir 
also maintains an index to make traceable the connection between each entry in the adopted 
children register and the corresponding entry in the register of births. This index is strictly 
confidential and is maintained in line with the provisions of Section 86 of the Adoption Act, 
2010.  This means that staff engaged in the administration of the Public Services Card registra-
tion process do not have access to the adopted children register or the index providing the link.  
In the event that those staff are unable to locate a person’s entry on the register of births, they 
ordinarily refer that person to their local registrar or the General Register Office.   

10/06/2014WRO00450EU Funding

10/06/2014WRO00500321. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Social Protection the projects within her 
Department that were funded by the EU in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24333/14]

10/06/2014WRO00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In 2013 the Department had two 
schemes which are eligible for EU funding. These were:
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(1) The Disability Activation Project, under which 14 separate projects are being co-funded 
with the European Social Fund.  These projects, which will run until April 2015, are explor-
ing a variety of routes towards ensuring that people in receipt of an illness or disability related 
income support payment are enabled to avail of progression, education and development op-
portunities within the world of work.

(2) EURES Job Mobility Initiatives aimed at providing information, advice and recruit-
ment/placement services for the benefit of workers and employers as well as any citizen wish-
ing to benefit from the principle of free movement of people within the EU.

10/06/2014WRO00650Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

10/06/2014WRO00700322. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in determination of a new application for rent supplement in the case of persons (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24366/14]

10/06/2014WRO00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  A request for further information 
was sent to the client concerned on 27 May 2014. When the outstanding information has been 
provided a decision will be made in full.

Questions Nos. 323 to 325, inclusive, withdrawn.

10/06/2014WRO00950Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

10/06/2014WRO01000326. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding rent allowance payment being made in advance (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [24382/14]

10/06/2014WRO01100328. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is currently a strict 
probity evaluation underway, based only on money values and not health criteria, of discretion-
ary rent allowance decisions made in favour of disabled persons. [24393/14]

10/06/2014WRO01200347. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which restoration of rent supplement can be expedited in cases where the local authorities have 
not yet registered a housing need for the applicant; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24744/14]

10/06/2014WRO01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
326, 328 and 347 together.  

The purpose of the rent supplement scheme is to provide short-term income support to 
assist with reasonable accommodation costs of eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation who are unable to provide for their accommodation costs from their own resources. 
The overall aim is to provide short term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other 
social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer. There are currently approximately 76,000 
rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €344 million for 2014. 

It is a condition of rent supplement that a person must have been residing in private rented 
accommodation, or accommodation for homeless persons or an institution (or any combination 
of these) for a period of 183 days within the preceding 12 months of the date of claim for rent 
supplement. A person may also qualify for rent supplement where an assessment of housing 
need has been carried out and the person is deemed by a housing authority to be eligible for and 
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in need of social housing support. 

In all other cases, a person who wishes to apply for rent supplement is referred, in the first 
instance, for an assessment of eligibility for social housing support by the housing authority. 
Only when the person has been assessed as being eligible for and in need of social housing sup-
port, does the person become eligible for consideration for rent supplement. The scheme also 
provides for an existing rent supplement recipient to make an application for an assessment of 
a housing need on being required by the officer administering the scheme. 

The assessment of housing need is a matter for the housing authority and any concerns the 
Deputy may have regarding the timeliness of these assessments should be referred to the De-
partment of the Environment, Community and Local Government.  

There is no evaluation underway of discretionary rent supplement decisions made in respect 
of disabled persons as referred to by the Deputy.  Department officials operating the rent supple-
ment scheme have discretionary powers to award a supplement at a higher level in exceptional 
cases where it appears that the circumstances of the case so warrant. Each case is examined 
individually and is decided on the basis of the situation presented. 

Once approved, rent supplement is payable in arrears. However, under the supplementary 
welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, a payment for rent in advance can be made as a once off 
exceptional needs payment. There is no automatic entitlement to this payment and each ap-
plication is determined by the officer administering the SWA scheme based on the particular 
circumstances of the case taking account of the nature and extent of the need.  Such payments 
are confined to occurrences which are considered to be unexpected, unforeseen or exceptional. 
The detail of the specific case referred to by the Deputy should be forwarded to the Depart-
ment for review.  

10/06/2014WRO01350Social Welfare Fraud Data

10/06/2014WRO01400327. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection the control sav-
ings made in 2013 under each payment scheme; the target set for control savings under each 
scheme; if she will outline the formula used to calculate the estimated control savings; if the 
same formula is used under each payment scheme; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24389/14]

10/06/2014WRO01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Over the past number of years, 
fraud detection and control systems have been refined and enhanced and are subject to continu-
ing review.  A range of measures are employed by the Department to ensure that social welfare 
fraud and abuse is minimised and that its control activity is appropriately focused.  Overall, this 
is resulting in less opportunity to commit fraud and less chance of claims being in payment at 
an incorrect rate through fraud or error.

Control savings arise as a result of control activity on claims in payment and from inspec-
tions of employers.  They are not actual moneys recovered by the Department – rather they 
represent an estimate of the value of prevented future social welfare expenditure on claims that 
would have been incurred if investigative and control work had not been carried out.  Actual 
monies are recovered when the Department assesses an overpayment in individual cases and 
subsequently recovers such debt.

Control savings do not include any cases of departmental or clerical error.  In addition, they 
do not include any cases where the customer voluntarily told the Department of a change in 
their means or circumstances, which resulted in a change to their rate of payment.  All of these 
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control savings arise from proactive reviews on claims in payment.   

Control savings are calculated by applying validated multipliers to the difference in the rate 
of payment before and after the control activity. Multipliers used in assessing control savings 
estimate the total future savings to the Department of a revocation or reduction resulting from a 
control action.  The multiplier used is based on the average amount of time the person who ceas-
es to claim will remain off the Department’s books. This time varies from scheme to scheme. 

In general, long-term schemes have a multiplier of 136 weeks (termination cases) and short-
term schemes have multipliers ranging from 32 to 52 weeks.

Validation exercises are undertaken to ensure control savings are recorded correctly. These 
involve an examination of the various control savings reported to ensure that savings are being 
compiled and calculated in the correct manner.

The overall savings target for 2013 was €710 million and the actual savings achieved was 
€632m.

 - 2013 Target 
€m

2013 Achieved
 €m

Jobseekers 119 123
Illness (inc DCA) 122 66
Pensions (inc HHB) 157 140
OFP (inc WOPS) 165 146
Carers 15 20
Child Benefit 80 77
FIS 17 18
SWA 30 35
PAYE/PRSI 5 6
Total 710 632

This outcome demonstrates that the Department’s more intense control focus in recent years 
is having a positive impact on the level of fraud and error in the social welfare system.  

In addition the new Compliance and Anti-Fraud Strategy 2014-2018 which I launched re-
cently builds on the approach and progress made under the Fraud Initiative (2011-2013) and 
provides a strategic direction to tackling fraud and compliance risks in the years ahead.

Question No. 328 answered with Question No. 326.

10/06/2014WRO01650Child Benefit Payments

10/06/2014WRO01700329. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if those persons 
in receipt of children’s allowance receive payments into their bank accounts on the Saturday of 
bank holidays; the reason those in receipt of children’s allowance can only access the payment 
on bank holiday weekends if they are with Bank of Ireland (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24408/14]

10/06/2014WRO01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The entitlement date for child ben-
efit is the first Tuesday of every month.  

The Department of Social Protection makes child benefit payments to customers either 
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through An Post or to a bank account nominated by the customer.  In the case of payments to 
bank accounts, the Department sends payment instructions to Bank of Ireland on the Monday 
before the first Tuesday of a month.  Bank of Ireland processes these payment instructions and 
makes payments to accounts held with Bank of Ireland.  It also forwards payment instructions 
to the Euro area clearing and settlement service for payments to third party bank accounts.

In the case of bank holiday weekends, the Department brings forward the issue of a payment 
file to Bank of Ireland to the previous Friday in order to ensure payments are available on the 
following Tuesday.  Bank of Ireland, as part of its internal processing, may make funds avail-
able to their customers’ accounts on the following day (Saturday) but the amount is not fully 
credited to their account until the due date of the first Tuesday of the month.  Payments to ac-
counts in third party banks are processed as normal through the clearing system with a payment 
date of the first Tuesday of the month.  The practice by Bank of Ireland has no bearing on the 
Department in respect of earlier transfer of funds as the Department’s accounts are not debited 
until the Tuesday entitlement date.

 In the case of the person concerned, payment was available to her on the first Tuesday of 
the month, as normal.

10/06/2014WRO01850One-Parent Family Payment Appeals

10/06/2014WRO01900330. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will postpone 
the cessation of a one-parent family payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dub-
lin 9, pending the outcome of the review of their application for domiciliary care allowance.  
[24440/14]

10/06/2014WRO02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The person concerned is currently 
in receipt of one parent family payment (OPFP) from this Department in respect of herself and 
her two children. Due to changes in Social Welfare legislation her entitlement to this payment 
will cease on 3 July 2014, as on that date she will not have a child under the requisite age which 
in this case is seven years. 

Where a person is in receipt of domiciliary care allowance (DCA) for any child in the fam-
ily, OPFP may continue up to the 16th  birthday of the child in respect of whom DCA remains 
in payment. In the case of the person concerned her child is not currently in receipt of DCA, 
although she has appealed against the decision to disallow her claim. Should her appeal be suc-
cessful her entitlement to OPFP will be immediately reviewed. There is no provision in legisla-
tion for a postponement to the cessation of a person’s claim while awaiting the outcome of an 
Appeal.

10/06/2014WRO02050Disability Allowance Appeals

10/06/2014WRO02100331. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo. 
[24489/14]

10/06/2014WRO02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case. 

No date has been arranged for the hearing as yet but it is envisaged that a hearing will be 
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listed before the end of June.  The appellant will be notified of the date and time as soon as 
possible.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

10/06/2014WRO02250Social Welfare Fraud Investigations

10/06/2014WRO02300332. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is a fo-
rum of social protection authorities from this jurisdiction and from Northern Ireland examining 
the issue of persons who are employed in either jurisdiction but who are also availing of social 
protection payments; and if she will provide an overview of the work completed by this forum 
to date. [24501/14]

10/06/2014WRO02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As part of its approach to the 
prevention and detection of social welfare fraud, the Department has formed alliances and de-
veloped mutual assistance agreements with a range of enforcement and compliance agencies.  

In the context of the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland, there is a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between our Governments concerning matters of mutual interest in the 
areas of fraud in the respective social security systems.  Under the MOU, there are formal 
structures between the three relevant Departments which exercise oversight on issues of mutual 
co-operation - the UK Department of Work & Pensions (DWP), the Northern Ireland Social 
Security Agency (NISSA) of the Department for Social Development and this Department. 

The Cross-Border Operational Forum operates under this MOU and comprises senior in-
vestigators from the relevant Departments.  The Forum’s remit is to liaise at an operational 
level, under the aegis of the MOU, and to ensure that measures are in place to ensure effective 
co-operation, prevention and detection of fraud.

At an operational level, there is ongoing co-operation in both jurisdictions to assist the in-
vestigation of cross-jurisdictional fraud. Case-by-case information exchanges and data-match-
ing takes places between the Department and the NISSA Northern Ireland and the UK DWP on 
cases where social welfare fraud or abuse is occurring. 

In addition, there is an active and ongoing relationship between the Department’s SIU of-
ficers and their counterparts in the Fraud Investigation Service in Northern Ireland and Serious 
and Organised Fraud Branch in the UK DWP.

These measures are in place to ensure co-operation and mutual assistance in dealing with 
instances of social welfare fraud.

10/06/2014WRO02450Black Economy

10/06/2014WRO02500333. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the work car-
ried out by joint investigation units established between her Department and the Revenue Com-
missioners in targeting shadow or hidden economic activity and those working in certain sec-
tors, particularly construction, in the years 2013 and to date in 2014. [24502/14]

10/06/2014WRO02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  In conjunction with the Revenue 
Commissioners, the Department has identified the risk inherent in shadow economy activity 
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as being a key issue to be tackled. This priority to target shadow economy activity is further 
reinforced in the Department’s recently published Compliance and Anti-Fraud Strategy 2014- 
2018.  A sectoral approach is being undertaken with projects and operations focused on high 
risk and particular sectors. At operational level, this is achieved through the Department and 
Revenue’s Joint Investigation Units. 

These units are configured to ensure that an inter-agency approach and co-operation takes 
place jointly to combat hidden economy activity and detect social welfare fraud. They play a 
key role in targeting particular types of shadow economy activity in the employed sectors. Some 
the sectors where inspections and operations have been undertaken in 2013/2014 included:

-  The transport sector; 

-  Cash businesses; 

-  Contract cleaning;  

-  The construction sector and especially construction projects where public procurement is 
involved and once off builds. In particular, very explicit focus is being given to projects under 
the Education Capital Programme; and 

-  Fast food, catering sector and hospitality sectors.

In addition, where intelligence or reliable reports are received about persons engaged in 
concurrent working and claiming benefits and non-payment of tax, reviews of eligibility are 
immediately undertaken.

These joint control programmes are regularly reviewed and are adjusted to concentrate on 
the areas of greatest risk, based on operational experience and credible information received 
from industry and business sectors.

10/06/2014WRO02650Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

10/06/2014WRO02700334. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to approve 
an application for jobseeker’s in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24504/14]

10/06/2014WRO02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The person concerned is in receipt 
of jobseekers allowance since 6 January, 2010.   Based on the information available the person 
concerned is in receipt of the correct rate of payment.  If his circumstances have changed he 
should contact Longford Intreo Centre and his entitlement can be reviewed.

10/06/2014WRO02850Job Initiatives

10/06/2014WRO02900335. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on a mat-
ter (details supplied) regarding the Gateway scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [24524/14]

10/06/2014WRO03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Gateway has been established to 
provide short-term, quality work opportunities with local authorities for those who are long-
term unemployed. A key feature of the initiative is that selection is primarily undertaken by 
random processes conducted at local level by the Department of Social Protection. Gateway 
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is part of a suite of interventions the Department funds that are designed to meet the priorities 
established by the Government in Pathways to Work. 

Although all Local Authorities have been advised to be flexible with regard to placements 
and, where possible, to seek to ensure persons are placed within their local area, a customer in 
receipt of jobseeker’s payment is required to take up reasonable offers of work or training in 
order to retain entitlement to that payment. The opportunities offered under Gateway fall within 
that condition. If a reasonable opportunity of work, a work placement or training is refused 
without good reason, a suspension may be applied to a customer’s social welfare payment in 
the first instance.  

10/06/2014WRO03050Pensions Legislation

10/06/2014WRO03100336. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the Pensions Board has advised it is not qualified to determine 
whether an Act of the Oireachtas establishing a pension scheme has been complied with and 
that, as it is limited to the Pensions Act, it does not have the power to ensure the trustees carry 
out the duties imposed on them by that Act (details supplied); the actions she proposes taking 
to provide the Pensions Board with the competence necessary to fulfil its statutory obligation 
under the Pensions Act to ensure that trustees carry out the duties imposed on them by all law 
including the Pensions Act and to enable it to meet its key objective of providing authoritative 
guidance aimed at achieving voluntary compliance with the Pensions Act and other relevant 
legislation; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [24530/14]

10/06/2014WRO03200337. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to the fact that her Department supports the conclusion by the Pensions Board 
that a complaint of failure by the trustees to comply with the law, trust deed and rules when 
amending the benefit structure of active members of a pension scheme does not fall within the 
board’s remit and the accusation by the board chairperson that the complainant made very seri-
ous allegations against a number of parties including the board (details supplied); if she will 
provide information on the criteria used and reasons for deciding the complaint falls outside 
the board’s remit as well as details of and justification for the very serious allegations the chair-
person has accused the complainant of making; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[24531/14]

10/06/2014WRO03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
336 and 337 together. 

The Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for me to comment on issues 
arising in a particular pension scheme. 

Pension schemes in Ireland are generally established under trust law and are therefore gov-
erned by the trust deed and rules of the scheme. In this context, the trustees of the scheme must 
comply with the rules of the scheme and under trust law are required to act in the best interest 
of all scheme members. 

In addition to the requirement imposed on the trustees of a pension scheme under trust deed, 
the trustees of a pension scheme are required to comply with the provisions in the Pensions Act.    
The Pensions Authority is responsible for the monitoring and supervision of the provisions in 
the Pensions Act. This responsibility does not extend to the supervision of the trust deed or 
scheme rules.  Remedies exist within trust law for any breach of the trust deed.

I am aware that the Pensions Regulator has reviewed the matter the Deputy has raised and, 
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in addition, senior officials in my department have separately reviewed this matter and have 
indicated that the matter does not come within the competence of Pensions Authority.

10/06/2014WRP00150Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

10/06/2014WRP00200338. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the current eli-
gibility for jobseeker’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24583/14]

10/06/2014WRP00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned has been 
awarded a jobseeker’s allowance payment at the full personal rate.  No details of a qualified 
child dependant were included on the application form.  If there is further information that 
could affect payment it should be forwarded to the Department.

10/06/2014WRP00350Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

10/06/2014WRP00400339. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a domiciliary care 
allowance application will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tip-
perary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24606/14]

10/06/2014WRP00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was noti-
fied on  23 May 2014 that her domiciliary care allowance application was successful and that 
the allowance has been awarded from 1st March 2013.  Payment of the allowance, along with 
arrears due, will be available for collection at the nominated Post Office on 17 June 2014 and 
on the third Tuesday of each month thereafter.

10/06/2014WRP00550Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

10/06/2014WRP00600340. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Social Protection when a domiciliary 
care allowance application will be processed and issued to a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24660/14]

10/06/2014WRP00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was noti-
fied on 6 June 2014 that her domiciliary care allowance application was successful and that the 
allowance has been awarded from 1 May 2014.  Payment of the allowance, along with arrears 
due, will be available for collection at the nominated Post Office on 17 June 2014 and on the 
third Tuesday of each month thereafter.

10/06/2014WRP00750Social Welfare Appeals Status

10/06/2014WRP00800341. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if appeals for 
social welfare payment under the occupational disablement benefit scheme and the invalidity 
pension scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will be expedited; 
if an outcome to either one of the applications will be approved as the applicant cannot work as 
instructed by their general practitioner and has no income. [24730/14]

10/06/2014WRP00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an Occupational Injury Benefit appeal by the person concerned was regis-
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tered in that office on 10 April 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the 
relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought from the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office on 28  May 2014 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The appeals office has advised that they have no record 
of any Invalidity Pension appeal from the person concerned.  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

10/06/2014WRP00950Social Welfare Appeals Status

10/06/2014WRP01000342. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 96 of 4 June 2014, when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24738/14]

10/06/2014WRP01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am informed by the Department 
of Social Protection that the person concerned was notified by letter dated 19 March 2014 that 
she was deemed to be not incapable of work and was therefore not entitled to illness benefit 
with effect from 25 March 2014.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office has confirmed that an ap-
peal from the person concerned was registered on 16 April 2014, and that she submitted further 
medical evidence in support of her appeal on 13 May 2014.  The person concerned was called 
for a further medical assessment on 20 May 2014 and the result of this assessment was that she 
was still deemed to be not eligible for illness benefit.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office was 
notified by the Department on 22 May 2014 of the outcome of the further medical assessment 
and, in accordance with the statutory requirements, the appeals office then wrote to the person 
concerned on 26 May 2014 asking her to set out the complete grounds of her appeal.  The ap-
peals office has no record of any response having been received to date to that request.  As soon 
as the person concerned provides clarification as to the grounds of her appeal as requested on 
26 May 2014 the Department will be asked to provide a submission on the grounds of the ap-
peal and the relevant departmental papers.  When these have been received, the appeal will be 
referred to an Appeals Officer for consideration.

The Deputy made reference in his question to an oral appeal hearing attended by the per-
son concerned two weeks ago.  I would like to clarify that this was not an oral appeal hearing, 
but was a further medical assessment carried out by the Department, as outlined.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister of Social Protection and of the 
Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social 
welfare entitlements.

10/06/2014WRP01150Social Welfare Appeals Issues

10/06/2014WRP01200343. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which she expects to be in a position to bring appeals in respect of various social welfare pay-
ments up to date in the near future; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24740/14]

10/06/2014WRP01300352. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she has 
taken or will take to streamline the appeals system in respect of all payments issuing from her 
Department with a view to minimising hardship on those awaiting the outcome of appeal; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24751/14]
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10/06/2014WRP01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
343 and 352 together.

The workload of the appeals office has increased dramatically in recent years.  Up to 2009 
the average number of appeals received was 15,000 per annum, whereas in 2012 the number 
of appeals received peaked at 35,484, reducing to 32,777 appeals in 2013.  This has placed 
considerable pressure on the office.  Significant effort and resources have been devoted to re-
forming the appeals process to manage this increased workload, reduce backlogs and improve 
appeals processing times for appellants, while, at the same time, recognising the need to ensure 
that quality and fairness are not compromised.  An additional 15 Appeals Officers have been 
assigned to the office over the past three years, in addition to 10 former Community Welfare 
Service Appeals Officers who joined the appeals office in 2011, bringing the total number to 
41.  A new operating model has been introduced in the appeals office and a major programme 
of process redesign and modernisation is also underway in the Department in relation to many 
of its scheme areas, aimed at reducing backlogs and reducing the time taken by the Department 
to respond to requests from the appeals office for submissions in relation to appeals.

These measures have achieved significant improvements. The number of appeals cases pro-
cessed in 2013 increased by 18%, to over 38,400.  The average processing time for appeals 
peaked in 2011 when the average time for an oral hearing was 52.5 weeks and for a summary 
decision was 25.1 weeks.  In 2012 the average processing time for an oral hearing dropped to 
39.5 weeks and the time for a summary decision increased slightly to 27.8 weeks.  Further im-
provements were achieved in 2013, when the average appeal processing time reduced to 33.9 
weeks for an oral hearing and 25.8 weeks for a summary decision, and to date in 2014.  As at 31 
May 2014, the time take to process an appeal requiring an oral hearing reduced to 29.9 weeks 
and 22.5 weeks for a summary decision.

In addition to the improvements in processing times mentioned above, these measures have 
also led to a significant increase in the number of appeals finalised in the appeals office from 
17,787 in 2009 to 38,421 in 2013.  An additional 5,863 appeals were finalised in 2013 compared 
to 2012.  Good progress also continues to be made in reducing the number of appeals on hands 
from 20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 12,846 at 3 June 2014.

By its nature and because it is a quasi-judicial function, the processing of appeals takes time 
and reflects the fact that, by definition, the appeal process cannot be a quick one.  However, 
where an appellant’s means are insufficient to meet their needs pending the determination of 
their appeal, it is open to them to apply for a means-tested Supplementary Allowance payment.  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in rela-
tion to social welfare entitlements.

10/06/2014WRP01450Employment Support Services

10/06/2014WRP01500344. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which various training schemes continue to attract applicants; the extent to which the schemes 
are successful in the creation of permanent placements in each of the past three years to date; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24741/14]

10/06/2014WRP01600345. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
upskilling placements provided in each of the past three years to date; the degree to which 
permanent jobs accrued thereafter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24742/14]



Questions - Written Answers

235

10/06/2014WRP01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
344 and 345 together.

Training and upskilling schemes are a matter for the Department of Education and Skills. 

  Question No. 346 withdrawn.

  Question No. 347 answered with Question No. 326.

10/06/2014WRP01950Youth Unemployment Measures

10/06/2014WRP02000348. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which the issue of youth unemployment is being addressed; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [24745/14]

10/06/2014WRP02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In the first instance, the Govern-
ment’s primary strategy to reduce unemployment (including youth unemployment) is through 
policies to create the environment for a strong economic recovery by promoting competitive-
ness and productivity. Economic recovery will underpin jobs growth.  This strategy is work-
ing. Employment rose by 42,700 in the year to Q1 2014.  Unemployment decreased by 33,900 
(-11.6%) in the year to Q1 2014 bringing the total number of persons unemployed to 258,100. 
This is the seventh quarter in succession where unemployment has declined on an annual basis.  
The unemployment rate for 15-24 year olds (youth unemployment rate) decreased from 26.7% 
to 25.3% over the year to Q1 2014.  Nevertheless, despite the progress that has been made, 
the Government recognises that youth unemployment remains unacceptably high. Hence, the 
Government also recognises the need for additional activation measures in the interim while the 
economy recovers. This is the rationale behind the Government’s Pathways to Work strategy 
and the Youth Guarantee, both of which are being led by the Department of Social Protection.

The Youth Guarantee initiative is specifically aimed at those under 25 who are unemployed 
with specific targeting of those who are either long-term unemployed or are most at risk of be-
coming long-term unemployed.  The implementation of the Guarantee is a medium-term policy 
of the Irish Government.  The guarantee of an offer of training, education or work experience 
for those aged 18-24 years after a four month period should be implemented on a phased basis.  
By the end of 2014, processes and programmes will be rolled out to ensure that all of those 
young unemployed people who need most support (i.e. are assessed as having a low probability 
of securing employment in the absence of support from the Public Employment Services) will 
receive a Youth Guarantee offer within four months.

In keeping with the Government’s broader focus on tackling long-term unemployment, we 
will first target interventions at those young people most at risk of long-term unemployment.  
In this way, the Department ensures that resources are prioritised to help those who are most in 
need. In 2012 some 56,000 young people joined the Live Register as wholly unemployed, and 
some 35,000 (63%) of these remained unemployed for four months or more.  The target of the 
guarantee approach will, over time, be to reduce this level of persistent unemployment among 
young people.  As part of the implementation of the Youth Guarantee it is proposed, subject to 
labour market and economic developments, to review the targeted nature of the Youth Guaran-
tee offer, before the end of 2015.

Progress to Date on National Rollout

The Youth Guarantee Implementation Plan was published in January.  It provides for over 
28,000 programme opportunities for unemployed young people in 2014, as set out in the fol-
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lowing table as an appendix to this statement.  This figure excludes some 24,000 places provid-
ed for young people through PLC courses and apprenticeships.  These PLC and apprenticeship 
places, together with the wide range of vocational third-level courses provided for the young, 
although not reserved for unemployed jobseekers, nevertheless contribute to the spirit of the 
guarantee.

In relation to the 28,500 places for unemployed young people, approximately 5,000 of these 
were taken up in the first four months of 2014.  This is broadly in line with expectations, as 
some programmes such as the student intake on programmes such as the Vocational Training 
Opportunity Scheme (VTOS) and Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) are concentrated in 
September/October in line with the academic calendar.  A new intake of young people to the 
second iteration of the Momentum programme for long-term unemployed jobseekers is also 
scheduled for later in the year.

In addition, it is important to note that some of the initiatives planned under the guarantee 
require primary legislation to allow positive discrimination on age grounds in the provision of 
employment services and supports.  This legislation will be enacted as part of the Spring So-
cial Welfare Bill due before the Oireachtas in June.  Two employment schemes in particular, 
the Youth Guarantee developmental internship programme and the JobsPlus variant for young 
people, are dependent on this legislation being passed.  The JobsPlus variant will be available 
as soon as possible after the relevant legislation has been cleared. The developmental intern-
ship which will include a pre-internship training period, will be in place no later than autumn. 
Passage of the legislation will also permit the introduction of earlier and more intensive engage-
ment by INTREO with the young unemployed.

In relation to the 28,500 places for unemployed young people, approximately 5,000 of these 
were taken up in the first four months of the year.  The following table displays the total number 
of under 25s who have started across the various programmes outlined in the Youth Guarantee 
Implementation Plan in the first four months of 2014.

Under 25 starters on Youth Guarantee programmes, End April 2014 

Programme 2014 YTD Note
Youthreach/CTC 499 Only CTC starters – Youthreach 

figures not available for 2014
JobBridge (including planned 
reserve)

1228 -

Tus 247 -
JobsPlus 362 As of  30th April 2014
Momentum*  13 -
BTEA (excl Momentum)** Not available -
BTWEA 61 Including 5 persons on STEA
VTOS  Not available -
FAS/Solas 2441 Based on SST, Traineeship, 

Bridging & LTI starters YTD
CEB youth Entrepreneurship 
Training and Mentoring sup-
ports

- Not yet commenced

CEB/MFI micro-loans for 
young people

- Not yet commenced
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Programme 2014 YTD Note
International Work Experience 
and Training

- Not yet commenced

Gateway 6 -
Community Employment 147 -
Total 5,004 Excluding where figures are not 

available

10/06/2014WRP02150Employment Support Services

10/06/2014WRP02200349. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which JobBridge and other unemployment alleviation measures continue to be successful; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [24746/14]

10/06/2014WRP02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Since the lowest point of the jobs 
crisis, the unemployment rate has fallen from a peak of over 15% to 11.8% at present.  The 
long-term unemployment rate has fallen from 9.5% to 7.3%.  The number of long-term unem-
ployed has fallen from 204,000 in early 2012 to 156,000 at present.  In terms of the Live Regis-
ter, a target was set that 75,000 of those who were long-term on the Register at the beginning of 
2012 would move into employment by the end of 2015; the number who have already done so 
is now over 46,000 and we are well on track to beating our target –a target that was considered 
by many to be overly ambitious.

The Department operates four main schemes whose purpose is to provide a pathway to 
employment:

- JobsPlus is targeted specifically at encouraging employers to recruit people who are long-
term unemployed.  Over 2,300 long-term unemployed people have been placed in employment 
as a result of JobsPlus and over 60% of these have been unemployed for 2 years or more.

- Community Employment and Tús provide work experience opportunities for long term 
unemployed jobseekers mainly within the community and voluntary sector.  The numbers of 
participants on Community Employment and Tús as of May 2014 were 23,150 and 7, 379 re-
spectively up from 21,250 and 5131 in May 2013.

- The JobBridge scheme provides a stepping stone for unemployed people to employment 
in the wider economy.  The Scheme is specifically intended to give jobseekers an opportunity 
to increase their employability through real-workplace experience.  In May 2014 there were 
just under 6,900 participants on the Scheme.  To date nearly 30,000 people have participated in 
the scheme.  Evaluation results indicate that 61% of leavers from JobBridge find employment 
within 5 months of leaving their internship.  The independent research indicates that JobBridge, 
based on 2011 and 2012 performance generated positive value to the exchequer.

  Question No. 350 answered with Question No. 94.

10/06/2014WRP02450Employment Support Services

10/06/2014WRP02500351. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the uptake to 
date under the JobsPlus scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [24750/14]

10/06/2014WRP02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobsPlus provides a direct month-
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ly financial incentive to employers who recruit employees from those who are long-term on 
the live register (LR).  The incentive is payable, on a monthly basis, over a two year period if 
the employee is retained in full-time employment for two years.  JobsPlus is biased in favour 
of those who are longer term unemployed.  The value of the aggregate monthly payments is 
€7,500 for employing a jobseeker 12 to 24 months on the LR and €10,000 if the jobseeker was 
on the LR for over 24 months.  Since its launch in July 2013, JobsPlus is supporting some 2,385 
jobseekers in full-time employment with   1,811 employers nationally.  Some 60% of jobseek-
ers being supported had been on the LR for over 24 months at the time of recruitment.

At the end of May 2014, payments under the JobsPlus scheme thus far amounted to approx. 
€4.5 million.  Progress is detailed on the following table.  

TABLE: JobsPlus - Numbers Supported

Month Employees sup-
ported

Business supported Grants paid €

August 2013 85 78 31,771
September 2013 235 208 88,031
October 2013 517 456 194,063
November 2013 844 707 316,772
December 2013 1,114 888 418,856
January 2014 1,286 1,117 483,440
February 2014 1,589 1,230 596,357
March 2014 1,874 1,434 704,066
April 2014 2,115 1,611 794,691
May 2014 2,385 1,811 896,254

  Question No. 352 answered with Question No. 343.

10/06/2014WRP02750Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRP02800353. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
legislative provisions in respect of his Department which have been passed by the Oireachtas 
since 2011 but which have not come into effect to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [24144/14]

10/06/2014WRP02900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I would like 
to inform the Deputy that there are no legislative provisions in respect of my Department, 
passed by the Oireachtas since 2011, which have not yet come into effect.

10/06/2014WRP02950Inland Waterways Development

10/06/2014WRP03000354. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if, in 
the context of proposed Waterways Ireland canal by-laws, which fail to take cognisance of user 
requirements, tourism development and local communities, he will ensure that conciliation and 
agreement is reached with the relevant groups prior to the implementation of any such regula-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24475/14]

10/06/2014WRP03100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
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uty is aware, the Grand and Royal Canals and the Barrow system make a vital contribution to 
tourism, attracting visitors from around Ireland and from abroad, and are a vital resource to 
their local communities.  The proposed new bye-laws are intended to support the investment 
already made by Waterways Ireland in new infrastructure and facilities along these waterways.  
That investment has made the waterways more attractive for boat owners and is helping to 
develop them as a vibrant recreational and tourist amenity.  Against that background, it is now 
considered timely to update the bye-laws to ensure that the rules governing use of the water-
ways are fit for purpose and best meet the needs of all waterway users.  As the Deputy will be 
further aware, Waterways Ireland undertook a public consultation process in relation to the 
proposed bye-laws earlier this year.  I am informed by Waterways Ireland that key stakeholders, 
including the Inland Waterway Association of Ireland, the Heritage Boat Association, the Royal 
Canal Amenity Group and the Irish Boat Rental Association, were contacted individually and 
invited to meet with the Chief Executive and the senior management team of Waterways Ireland 
prior to submitting their views.  I am also advised that all current permit holders on the three 
waterways, including traditional canal users and canal dwellers, received individual written 
notice and were given the opportunity to make their views and requirements known.

I understand that over 2,000 submissions were made in the course of the public consulta-
tion process.  Waterways Ireland has now concluded its analysis of the public consultation.  A 
summary of the process and of the submissions received is available on the Waterways Ireland 
website at www.waterwaysireland.org  and work is continuing on finalising the proposed bye-
laws.  To that end, Waterways Ireland will prepare a report setting out its proposed approach, 
including any revisions to its original proposals, which will be submitted to my Department and 
referred to me, with recommendations for consideration and final decision.

I am satisfied with the extensive consultation that Waterways Ireland undertook and  that the 
proposed bye-laws, when finalised, should enhance the ability of Waterways Ireland to manage 
these waterways for the benefit of all their users.  The intention is that the proposed bye-laws 
will introduce a new framework to regulate the use of moorings that will provide all visitors, 
including tourists and recreational users to the canals, the opportunity to use public moorings at 
key locations close to amenities, visitor attractions and places of interest.

As I indicated during a debate in Seanad Éireann on Wednesday 26 February 2014, I will 
afford interested Deputies and Senators an opportunity to discuss the matters with me, prior to 
making a final decision on the proposed new bye-laws.

10/06/2014WRQ00150Stádas na Gaeilge san Eoraip

10/06/2014WRQ00200355. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an aontaíonn sé le cinneadh a Roinne gan an cúrsa samhraidh ‘Aistriúchán Cáipéisí Dlí agus 
Cáipéisí Stáit eile’ a cheadú; an aontaíonn sé go bhfuil an cinneadh sin ag teacht salach ar ráitis 
éagsúla ó pholaiteoirí san Eoraip agus sa bhaile le tamall anuas nach bhfuil dóthain aistritheoirí 
ann le fáil réidh leis an maolú ar úsáid na Gaeilge san Aontas Eorpach; an féidir leis an Aire a 
chur in iúl go hoifigiúil go bhfuil an Rialtas chun a iarraidh ar an Aontas Eorpach anois gan an 
maolú a athnuachan ag deireadh 2016; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [24605/14]

10/06/2014WRQ00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Beidh cin-
neadh le tógáil faoi dheireadh na bliana 2015 faoi thodhchaí an mhaolaithe atá i bhfeidhm faoi 
láthair maidir le húsáid na Gaeilge in institiúidí an Aontais Eorpaigh. Sa chomhthéacs seo, 
tá plé ar bun ag mo Roinn le páirtithe leasmhara éagsúla, institiúidí an Aontais Eorpaigh san 
áireamh, ar mhaithe le moltaí sonracha a fhorbairt maidir leis an gcur chuige is fearr i dtaca leis 
an maolú. Beidh an cheist seo le breithniú ag an Rialtas in am trátha.
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Mar chuid de straitéis an Rialtais chun a chinntiú go mbeidh foireann leordhóthanach chái-
lithe ann chun freastal ar na riachtanais a eascraíonn as an nGaeilge a bheith aitheanta mar 
theanga oifigiúil agus oibre de chuid an Aontais Eorpaigh, cuireann mo Roinn maoiniú sub-
staintiúil ar fáil faoin Tionscnamh Ard-Scileanna Gaeilge i gcomhar réimse de shainchúrsaí tríú 
leibhéal. Is trí na hinstitiúidí tríú leibhéal a thagann faoin Údarás um Ard-Oideachas a dhéantar 
na cúrsaí seo a mhaoiniú go príomha.

Mar chuid den Tionscnamh Ard-Scileanna Gaeilge, tugadh maoiniú fosta do chomhlacht 
príobháideach chun an gearrchúrsa atá luaite ag an Teachta a reachtáil. Chun cloí le dea-
chleachtas maidir le rialacha soláthair phoiblí, ní miste tairiscintí poiblí a lorg dá mbeifí chun a 
leithéid de chúrsa a reáchtáil amach anseo.

Tá an Tionscnamh Ard-Scileanna Gaeilge faoi athbhreithniú ag mo Roinn i láthair na huaire 
i gcomhthéacs an mhaolaithe i leith na Gaeilge in institiúidí an Aontais Eorpaigh. Agus an t-
athbhreithniú sin críochnaithe, déanfar cinneadh maidir leis na cúrsaí atá de dhíth chun freastal 
ar riachtanais na n-institiúidí Eorpacha. Táthar ag súil próiseas tairisceana a fhógairt do sho-
láthar na gcúrsaí sin amach anseo.

10/06/2014WRQ00350Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRQ00400356. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will list in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to powers del-
egated to the Minister of State with special responsibility for Gaeltacht Affairs; if he will detail 
the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly to said Minister of State 
and what they are responsible for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24608/14]

10/06/2014WRQ00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The legisla-
tion, together with the specific sections therein, that refer to the powers delegated to the Min-
ister of State with responsibility for Gaeltacht Affairs are set out in the Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht (Delegation of Ministerial Functions) Order 2013 (Statutory Instrument No. 94 of 
2013), which can be accessed on the Irish Statute Book website at http://www.irishstatutebook.
ie/2013/en/si/0094.html. In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, the Schedule contained in 
that Order is set out in the following table (with Part 1 referring to Acts, Part 2 referring to pro-
visions of Acts and Part 3 referring to Regulations):

SCHEDULE

Part 1

Housing (Gaeltacht) Acts 1929 to 2001

Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) Act 1956  (No. 21 of 1956)

Údarás na Gaeltachta Acts 1979 to 2010

Official Languages Act 2003  (No. 32 of 2003)

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Powers and Functions) Acts 2003 
and 2007

Gaeltacht Act 2012  (No. 34 of 2012)

Part 2



Questions - Written Answers

241

Section 5 (in so far as it relates to the functions transferred by the Irish Language, Gaeltacht 
and the Islands (Transfer of Departmental Administration and Ministerial Functions) Order 
2011 ( S.I. No. 164 of 2011 )) of the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands (Pow-
ers and Functions) Act 1998   (No. 7 of 1998)

Cuid VI and Part VIII (in so far as it relates to Cuid VI) of the British-Irish Agreement Act 
1999   (No. 1 of 1999)

Section 2 (in so far as it relates to the functions referred to in paragraphs (e), (f) (in so far 
as it relates to paragraph (e)) and (g) of subsection (1) of that section) of the Community, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2007   (No. 32 of 2007)

Section 33(3)(c) of the Planning and Development Act 2000   (No. 30 of 2000)

Part 3

Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2012

The Minister of State is assisted in exercising the powers delegated to him under the Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Delegation of Ministerial Functions) Order 2013 by 3 senior of-
ficers - a Director of Irish and two Principal Officers - to whom responsibility for the perfor-
mance of the relevant functions has been assigned by the Secretary General of the Department 
under the Public Service Management Act 1997.

10/06/2014WRQ00550Architectural Heritage

10/06/2014WRQ00600357. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if grant 
assistance will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24791/14]

10/06/2014WRQ00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Part IV of the 
Planning and Development Acts 2000, as amended, provides for the protection of architectural 
heritage. The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to identify and protect ar-
chitectural heritage, including thatched buildings, by including them on the Record of Protected 
Structures. Inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on the owners 
and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with 
development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.  The architectural 
conservation officer in the local authority will generally be able to advise of funding available 
for conservation works to thatched buildings in the area in question and it is advisable for inter-
ested parties to remain in contact with their local authority on an on-going basis.

A number of State financial supports provide for the conservation and preservation of heri-
tage structures in general.

In 2014 my Department made available a fund of €5 million under the Built Heritage and 
Jobs Leverage Scheme for the repair and conservation of protected structures under the Plan-
ning and Development Acts 2000-2012.  This scheme, which is operated and administered by 
the local authorities,  has included works to 59 thatched structures nationally.  I understand that 
the structure in question is not currently listed on Galway County Council’s Record of Protected 
Structures and is not, therefore, eligible for funding under this scheme.

The Heritage Council, which my Department also funds, administers a heritage manage-
ment community grants scheme.  Whilst I understand that applications have closed for their 
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2014 scheme, the Council may be able to advise  if the structure would be eligible for funding 
now or in the future.  The Heritage Council’s website is www.heritagecouncil.ie.

The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government also administers a 
grant scheme for the renewal or repair of thatched roofs of owner occupied houses.  I refer the 
Deputy to that Department for details of eligibility criteria for that scheme.

The level of funding available in 2015 and future years for these schemes will be subject to 
the normal Budgetary and Estimates processes. As   the Deputy can appreciate, the scope for 
additional funding for the conservation of the built heritage is constrained by the significant 
reduction in the public finances.

10/06/2014WRQ00750Inland Fisheries Stocks

10/06/2014WRQ00800358. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will ensure compensation is paid to eel fishermen as restrictions are making this 
type of fishing non-sustainable. [24328/14]

10/06/2014WRQ00900363. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will commit to an independent scientific analysis and review of eel stocks on 
the River Suir in view of the fact that local fishermen are unhappy with the results of previous 
eel survey stocks and have expressed dissatisfaction with the independence and integrity of 
such surveys; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24387/14]

10/06/2014WRQ01000364. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he recognises the concerns of former eel fishermen on an issue (details supplied); 
if he proposes to engage further with this group to address the concerns raised; if he will engage 
with them to work on further support initiatives and alternative avenues that might be open to 
pursuit in view of the fact that the ban on eel fishing has resulted in a loss of livelihood and 
culture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24388/14]

10/06/2014WRQ01100366. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources to set out the current position regarding eel fishing, if any progress has been made 
regarding a compensation scheme for persons who had to cease eel fishing; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24441/14]

10/06/2014WRQ01200367. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will ensure compensation is paid to eel fishermen as restrictions are making this 
type of fishing non-sustainable. [24494/14]

10/06/2014WRQ01300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos 358, 363, 364, 366 and 
367 together.

I would also draw the Deputies’ attention to the response to question number 486 of 27 May 
last which addressed comprehensively many of the relevant issues.

The scientific advice for eels, which underpinned Ireland’s Eel Management Plan (EMP) 
under the EU Eel regulation (1100/2007), and the comprehensive scientific assessment of eel 
stocks nationally, referred to in the response of 27 May, were compiled by Ireland’s statutorily 
independent Standing Scientific Committee on Eels.  This independent committee comprises 
scientists from the Marine Institute, Inland Fisheries Ireland, ESB, the Loughs Agency and the 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Bio-Sciences Institute (AFBI) Northern Ireland.
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I can advise that the overall requirement and objective is to provide, with high probability, 
a long-term 40% escapement to the sea of the biomass of silver eel, relative to pristine condi-
tions (i.e. if the stock had been completely free of man-made influences including commercial 
fishing).

In 2011, the status of the European Eel in Ireland was defined by the United Nations as 
critically endangered. The International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) advice 
is that the eel stock continues to decline and urgent action is needed. ICES advice is that all an-
thropogenic mortality (e.g. recreational and commercial fishing, hydropower, pollution) should 
be reduced to as close to zero as possible until there is clear evidence that both recruitment and 
the adult stock are increasing. In 2011, glass eel recruitment fell to 5% of their 1960-1979 level 
in the Atlantic region and less than 1% in the North Sea area, and showed no sign of recovery.

In 2012, as required by the EU, a review of the management of Eel in Ireland, including a 
scientific review by the independent Scientific Committee, was undertaken. This process in-
cluded a robust public consultation during which many issues were raised and considered. Full 
details of the outputs of the public consultation are available on the IFI website.

While I recognise fully the difficulty facing eel fishermen, the review of scientific and man-
agement advice and inputs from the public consultation informed a decision to continue with 
the cessation of the commercial eel fishery and closure of the market for the period from 2012 
to 2015. Ireland’s EMP will again be fully reviewed in 2015 from both scientific and manage-
ment perspectives.

With regard to the Waterford region, I am advised that a survey of eel stocks was carried out 
in the Waterford estuary in 2009 and 2011 as part of surveys of transitional or estuarine waters 
under Ireland’s EMP. I am also advised by IFI that telemetry eel tagging studies undertaken in 
2012, 2013 and continuing this year will assist in giving a clearer indication of the movement 
habits of eels in estuaries and improve population density estimates.

The very significant decline in the stock dictated that closure of the fishery be applied for 
conservation reasons under the Fisheries Acts and there is no property right attaching to public 
eel licences and consequently the issue of compensation is not relevant or appropriate.  Given 
that context, the Deputies will appreciate that in the current national economic circumstances it 
is unlikely that funding will be available to the Government to provide for compensation pay-
ments.

10/06/2014WRQ01350National Broadband Plan Implementation

10/06/2014WRQ01400359. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources to outline his plans to improve the broadband service as per the national broadband 
plan in the area of Galway (details supplied) to ensure businesses will have access to high-speed 
broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24089/14]

10/06/2014WRQ01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to radi-
cally change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is avail-
able to all citizens and businesses. This will be achieved by providing:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment; and

- a State-led intervention for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.
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Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway and 
in some instances have been accelerated in both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband 
services. Commercial operators combined have either invested, or committed to invest, over €2 
billion in their Irish networks, delivering high speed broadband to homes and businesses. 

As a result of this accelerated investment the addressable area required by the State-led 
intervention has been reduced by 30% since the National Broadband Plan was launched. While 
the commercial developments are welcome the acceleration of investment is largely contained 
to cities and towns. Consequently, the speeds that are available in these areas are demonstrably 
better than those that are available in more rural areas.

On 25 April last, I signalled the Government’s commitment to a major telecommunications 
network build-out to rural Ireland, with fibre as the foundation of its investment, as part of the 
State-led intervention under the National Broadband Plan. This commitment is a clear expres-
sion of Government’s determination to address the connectivity challenge in rural Ireland in a 
meaningful and sustainable way.

Central to the strategy will be a fibre build-out to locations in every county in the State iden-
tified as having no existing or planned enabling fibre network. It is intended that the fibre will 
be delivered directly to access points for homes and businesses, where service providers can 
utilise the fibre to provide high speed services to end users. The fibre build out will be part of 
an end-to-end strategy that will address all parts of Ireland that cannot access commercial high 
speed broadband services.

A comprehensive mapping exercise is underway in my Department which will identify 
those areas that require a State intervention. I have published a county-by-county list of towns 
and villages which have already been identified for a fibre build-out. The list is available on 
my Department’s website www.dcenr.gov.ie. Currently, a total of 84 areas in County Galway 
have been identified as requiring an intervention. This is an indicative list and is subject to the 
completion of the mapping exercise. Further locations may be identified as this process con-
tinues. Similarly, it may be determined that some locations on the list will be addressed by the 
commercial sector and will therefore not require State intervention. I expect that this mapping 
exercise will be concluded in the autumn.

In tandem with the completion of the mapping exercise, intensive design and planning work 
is ongoing in my Department with a view to producing a detailed end to end implementation 
strategy for the State led intervention. It is my intention to conduct a full public consultation on 
the outcome of the mapping process and the proposed implementation strategy. EU State aid 
clearance will also be required for the intervention once finalised. This will be followed by a 
detailed procurement process with a view to commencing construction of the fibre network and 
provision of services in identified areas as quickly as possible.

I fully share the concerns of local representatives about the quality of broadband in rural 
areas. It is my intention to ensure that rural Ireland enjoys similar opportunities to urban areas 
by ensuring an end-to end market intervention with fibre as a core component. In committing to 
a fibre build-out at the heart of this strategy, the Government is acknowledging that broadband 
is the key infrastructure of the 21st century and is determined to ensure that all citizens and 
businesses have access to quality and reliable broadband.

10/06/2014WRQ01550Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRQ01600360. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources to set out the legislative provisions in respect of his Department that have been 
passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but which have not come into effect to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24146/14]

10/06/2014WRQ01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Since March 2011 there have been five Bills initiated by me and brought through the legislative 
process to completion as follows:

- The Access to Central Treasury Funds (Commission for Energy Regulation) Bill 2011, 
enacted on the 23rd of November 2011, for which all sections have commenced.

- The Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2011, enacted on the 25th of February 2012, 
for which all Sections except section 17(2)(f) have commenced.

- The Electricity Regulation (Carbon Revenue Levy)(Amendment) Bill 2012, enacted on 
the 25th of May 2012, for which all sections have commenced.

- The Gas Regulation Bill 2013, enacted on the 3rd of December 2013, for which sections 
13-20, Schedule 1 and 2, part 4 with the exception of section 38D and part 5 have not yet com-
menced.

- The ESB (Electronic Communications Networks) Bill 2014, enacted on the 18th of March 
2014, which has not yet commenced.

10/06/2014WRQ01750National Broadband Plan Implementation

10/06/2014WRQ01800361. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 488 of 27 May 2014 if an area (details sup-
plied) in County Tipperary is listed on the rural broadband strategy announced on 25 April 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24294/14]

10/06/2014WRQ01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Further to my response to Parliamentary Question No. 488 of 27 May 2014, I can confirm that 
the area of Newtown referred to in the published county-by-county list of towns and villages 
which have been identified for a fibre build-out is in Nenagh, County Tipperary.  As indicated 
previously, this is an indicative list and is subject to the completion of the comprehensive map-
ping exercise currently being completed by my Department. Further locations may be identified 
as this process continues. Similarly, it may be determined that some locations on the list will be 
addressed by the commercial sector and will therefore not require State intervention.

10/06/2014WRQ01950Inland Fisheries Ireland

10/06/2014WRQ02000362. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he is satisfied with the current make-up of the Inland Fisheries Ireland board, 
which, currently, contains no representative to voice the concerns of commercial fishermen and 
coastal communities; if he will commit to a review membership of the board to include repre-
sentation of interests of commercial fishermen and coastal communities; if he is satisfied with 
the level of engagement with commercial fishermen and coastal communities by the IFI; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24386/14]

10/06/2014WRQ02100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The principal functions of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) 
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are set out at Section 7(1) of the Inland Fisheries Act 2010, which are the protection, manage-
ment and conservation of the inland fisheries resource. The Act, in defining the membership of 
IFI provides that the persons to be appointed shall have experience or capacity in one or more 
areas defined in the Act; and that they shall be appointed with a view to representing the public 
interest. The current Board membership was appointed in accordance with the provisions of the 
Inland Fisheries Act 2010. The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
appoints members as follows: 3, including the Chairperson, on his own nomination; 1 nomi-
nated by the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government; 1 nominated by the 
Minister for Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht Affairs; and 3 nominated following advice received 
from the relevant Oireachtas Joint Committee.  The Joint Committee, through the Public Ap-
pointments Service, sought expressions of interest for the three positions from individuals who 
had recognised expertise or a track record in one or more of the areas set out in the Act.

The Act also provides that one Board member is appointed following election by the staff of 
IFI and that the Chief Executive Officer shall be an ex-officio member of the Board.

While the board is appointed to act in the public interest, the Deputy will be aware that the 
National Inland Fisheries Forum has been established in accordance with Section 7(4) of the 
Act, which makes specific provision for stakeholder input to policy formulation. The Forum 
includes a broad spectrum of stakeholders with knowledge or expertise in a number of key sec-
tors including commercial fisheries. The 60 members of the Forum were appointed following 
an open selection process conducted by the Public Appointments Service.

The Forum is designed to provide an opportunity for stakeholders to contribute to manage-
ment and development policies and is a valuable channel of communication between the stake-
holders and management in this regard.

Questions Nos. 363 and 364 answered with Question No. 358.

10/06/2014WRQ02250Broadcasting Sector Regulation

10/06/2014WRQ02300365. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources to set out his plans to follow in the footsteps of Canada and France to introduce 
radio quotas for Irish music to be played on Irish radio stations; if the Broadcasting Authority 
of Ireland could be asked to investigate this possibility; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24400/14]

10/06/2014WRQ02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Programming obligations are imposed on broadcasters in the Broadcasting Act 2009, which 
also sets out the objects of the national public service broadcasters. In pursuit of these objects 
RTÉ and TG4 are charged, inter-alia, with ensuring that programmes reflect the varied elements 
which make up the culture of the people of Ireland and “have special regard for the elements 
which distinguish that culture and in particular the Irish language”. RTÉ and TG4 publish de-
tailed commitments on an annual basis setting out how they intend to meet their public service 
obligations and objects as set out in the Act. The extent to which the commitments entered into 
by the two public service broadcasters have been met is reviewed annually by the Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland (BAI).

Radio and television services, additional to those provided by the national public service 
broadcasters are matters for the BAI, which is an independent statutory body. Matters in rela-
tion to broadcast content on commercial radio are the subject of contractual negotiations be-
tween the BAI and commercial radio operators. In submitting their initial licensing applications 
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to the BAI, such broadcasters put forward commitments in regard to how they will deal with a 
range of broadcast issues including public service commitments and, where appropriate, more 
specific commitments, for instance, in regard to the playing of Irish music. If they are success-
ful in their licence applications, these commitments form part of the terms and conditions of the 
relevant broadcaster’s actual licence. This policy approach is seen as appropriate in that it deals 
with the differing requirements of commercial and public service broadcasting. In relation to 
commercial broadcasters, it is seen as an effective means of leveraging public service type com-
mitments that takes full account of the specific broadcaster’s business proposal. As for public 
service broadcasters, it provides an iterative approach that is sufficiently flexible to ensure that 
the changing needs of Irish society continue to be addressed.  While I fully support the promo-
tion of Irish music in our broadcasting services, the policy approach taken to this issue must be 
consistent with EU and Irish regulatory structures. It is also important that it takes account of 
the right of broadcasters to determine the type of programming and content they wish to broad-
cast, subject, of course, to meeting relevant licensing and legislative obligations.  As I have 
previously suggested in meetings I have had with Irish music representatives, it is my view that 
the best approach to be followed on this issue is one of direct engagement with the radio sector 
with a view to establishing a mutually acceptable treatment of Irish music. To my mind, this is 
likely to produce a far more successful and sustainable position in regard to the broadcasting of 
Irish music, rather than seeking the imposition of any arbitrary quota.

Questions Nos. 366 and 367 answered with Question No. 358.

10/06/2014WRQ02550Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRQ02600368. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will list in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein that 
refer to powers delegated to the Minister for State with special responsibility for the NewERA 
project; if he will detail the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly 
to said Minister of State and what they are responsible for; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24613/14]

10/06/2014WRQ02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
At my request, the Government delegated certain of my statutory functions in relation to en-
ergy and natural resources matters to the Minister of State at my Department, Fergus O’Dowd, 
who is also Minister of State at the Department of Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment. The powers (other than the power to prosecute an offence) and duties conferred on 
me by or under the enactments, provisions of enactments and the Regulations specified in the 
appended Schedule of Statutory Instrument, No. 631 of 2011, Energy and Natural Resources 
(Delegation of Ministerial Functions) (No.2 ) Order 2011, were delegated to Minister of State 
O’Dowd in December 2011.  A number of staff in senior management positions in the Natural 
Resources area of my Department work closely with Minister of State O’Dowd while reporting 
through the normal Civil Service reporting structure up to Secretary General level. Details of 
these staff are appended for the Deputy’s information.

SCHEDULE 

Part 1 

Enactments 

Geological Survey Act 1845 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 63), Shannon Fisheries Acts 1935 and 1938, 
Minerals Development Acts 1940 to 1999, Foyle Fisheries Acts 1952 to 1983, Inland Fisheries 
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Acts 1959 to 2010, Petroleum and Other Minerals Development Act 1960 (No. 7 of 1960), Con-
tinental Shelf Acts 1968 to 1995, Ordnance Survey Ireland Act 2001 (No. 43 of 2001), Foyle 
and Carlingford Fisheries Act 2007 (No. 17 of 2007), Petroleum (Exploration and Extraction) 
Safety Act 2010 (No. 4 of 2010)

Part 2 

Provisions of Enactments 

Sections 11 and 16 of the Electricity (Supply) (Amendment) Act 1945 (No. 12 of 1945)

Sections 5, 6 and 10 of the Electricity (Supply) (Amendment) Act 1961 (No. 2 of 1961)

Section 40 of the Gas Act 1976 (No. 30 of 1976)

Sections 17(5) and 23(3) of the Wildlife Act 1976 (No. 39 of 1976)

Section 32 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 (No. 38 of 2000)

Part 9 of the Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006 (No. 40 of 2006)

Part 3 

Regulations

Regulations 42 and 53 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regula-
tions 2011 (S.I. No. 477 of 2011) 

Regulations 3, 12(8), 16(2) and (11) (inserted by the European Communities (Water Policy) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2005 (S.I. No. 413 of 2005)) of the European Communities (Water 
Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 722 of 2003) 

Regulations 18, 19, 20 and 21 (other than for costs) of the European Communities Environ-
mental Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations 2009 (S.I. No. 272 of 2009) 

Regulation 9 of the European Communities Environmental Objectives (Freshwater Pearl 
Mussel) Regulations 2009 (S.I. No. 296 of 2009)

Regulations 4 and 6 of the European Communities Environmental Objectives (Groundwa-
ter) Regulations 2010 (S.I. No. 9 of 2010) 

Department of Communications Energy and Natural Resources

Michael Manley,   Assistant Secretary, Natural Resources

Ciarán Ó hÓbáin,   Principal Officer, Petroleum Affairs Division

Frank Sheridan,   Principal Officer, Exploration & Mining Division

Denis Maher,   Principal Officer, Inland Fisheries Division

Koen Verbruggen,   Director, Geological Survey Ireland

10/06/2014WRQ02750National Broadband Plan Implementation

10/06/2014WRQ02800369. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources to outline his views on whether a person (details supplied) in County Mayo, a 
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national broadband scheme customer, is not receiving an adequate service for the premium; if 
he will outline the download and upload speeds as recommended by the national broadband 
scheme provider 3 guidelines; his views on whether the person is not receiving this recom-
mended level of service; his plans to resolve such issues; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24715/14]

10/06/2014WRQ02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The broadband service contracted under National Broadband Scheme (NBS) is a basic, af-
fordable product in keeping with EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme. Under the terms of 
the contract which my Department has in place with “3”, the NBS service provider, the NBS 
mobile wireless service is required to offer minimum download and upload speeds of 2.3Mbps 
and 1.4Mbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 18:1. The NBS satellite 
service, which is utilised in a small number of cases for technical reasons associated with the 
location of the premises, offers minimum download and upload speeds of 3.6Mbps and 384 
kbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 48:1.

As regards service quality, my Department has well-established monitoring arrangements 
in place to ensure that the NBS delivers the minimum specified service or better to all users. 
The NBS contract guarantees service levels and imposes a service credit regime on “3”, with 
significant financial consequences in the event that minimum specification service levels are not 
met. The NBS contract also provides that where NBS customers do not receive the minimum 
guaranteed service, as set out in the terms and conditions of their contract, they are entitled to 
service rebates.

My Department has a role where customers have fully utilised the established complaints 
process and consider that their complaint has not been resolved. My officials operate a dedicat-
ed NBS mailbox, which NBS customers can contact by email at nationalbroadbandscheme@
dcenr.gov.ie, with any comments or complaints they may have about their service. My Depart-
ment will then liaise with “3” personnel at its Head Office in Dublin to remedy any service 
performance issues.

In relation to the customer referred to in the Question, my officials had, directly upon being 
notified by the customer, contacted the “3” Head Office in Dublin to arrange an investigation 
into the service issues raised. This investigation initially identified a fault on the mast serving 
the customer, but as the repair of this fault did not fully resolve the service issues raised ‘3’ 
arranged for an engineer to visit the customer’s premises. The customer has advised that the 
service issues are continuing and a further engineer’s visit has been scheduled. My officials will 
remain in touch with “3” and the customer until such time as the service issues are resolved.

10/06/2014WRQ02950Water Charges Exemptions

10/06/2014WRQ03000370. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if carers will be entitled to an extra free water allowance; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24399/14]

10/06/2014WRQ03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. 
The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its 
customers in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility 
for the independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting 
the interests of customers.
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The Government has decided, following consideration of proposals in relation to the fund-
ing model for Irish Water, to provide a free allowance of 30,000 litres of water supplied and 
waste water treated per annum for a primary residence on a public supply. The Government 
has also decided to provide for an additional free allowance to cover the normal usage of water 
services by every child in their primary residence based on the same qualifying conditions as 
child benefit, such that water charges will in effect only apply to adults in such households.  The 
Government has also decided that bills will be capped at the relevant assessed charge level for 
those customers with particular medical conditions which necessitate high water usage. Quali-
fying medical conditions will be set out, following consultation with the Minister for Health 
and the Health Services Executive.

In addition to the above, the Government has agreed to put in place further a affordability 
measures to assist pensioners, persons with disabilities, and carers who receive the Household 
Benefits Package.  The conditions and administrative approach to this additional measure will 
be developed by the Department of Social Protection.

10/06/2014WRQ03150Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRQ03200371. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to set out the legislative provisions in respect of his Department that have been 
passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but which have not come into effect to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24149/14]

10/06/2014WRQ03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The following table sets out details of legislation within the remit of my Department 
which has been passed by the Houses of the Oireachtas since 2011, in respect of which certain 
provisions have yet to come into effect.

Legislation Legislative Provision not yet commenced
Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2011 

Section 48

Local Government Reform Act 2014 Section s 1(23), 32, 44
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 Sections 4(partial), 19, 20, 21, 23, 28, 29, 

30, 35, 41 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 2012, No. 17 of 2012 

Section 10(b),(d) and (e) ; Section 11 (b), 
(c), (d), (f), (h), (i) and (l)

10/06/2014WRQ03350Local Authority Housing Provision

10/06/2014WRQ03400372. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to detail the budgetary provision that has been made to enable local authorities to 
facilitate tenants who wish to downsize to more suitable accommodation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24172/14]

10/06/2014WRQ03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There are no funds specifically designated under the So-
cial Housing Investment Programme for the purpose of facilitating local authority tenants wish-
ing to downsize. A number of housing authorities, in the context of the management of their 
overall social housing stock, have traditionally operated such schemes within their housing 
programmes.
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10/06/2014WRR00150Social and Affordable Housing Provision

10/06/2014WRR00200373. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 126 of 4 February 2014, if he 
will provide an update of the housing units to be delivered this year, including any increases 
from the figures detailed in that reply compared to further units which are to be delivered un-
der recently announced investments including additional capital expenditure approved by the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and funding for which applications have been 
made from the European Union. [24187/14]

10/06/2014WRR00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I expect the final output across all social housing pro-
grammes for 2014 to be in the region of 6,000 new housing units as set out in the following 
table.

Delivery method Number
Rental Accommodation Scheme 2,500 
Leasing, including: 400 NAMA sourced properties and 350 
Mortgage to Rent Scheme 

1,200 

Social Housing Investment Programme 200 
Capital Assistance Scheme 2 75 
Regeneration 230 
Voids 1,800 

10/06/2014WRR00350Social and Affordable Housing Provision

10/06/2014WRR00400374. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 126 of 4 February 2014, if the 
number of housing units to be delivered through the rental accommodation scheme has been 
revised downwards in view of an increasing number of landlords now exiting the rental accom-
modation scheme, particularly in Dublin city. [24188/14]

10/06/2014WRR00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The target number of households to be transferred under 
the Rental Accommodation Scheme in 2014 remains at 4,000. Transfers under the scheme can 
be to RAS accommodation in the private rented sector or to other social housing options. Since 
the scheme commenced in late 2005 and to the end of Quarter 1 2014 some 48,894 households 
have been transferred from Rent Supplement to RAS and other social housing options. Of these 
28,940 were housed directly under RAS and a further 19,954 were accommodated under other 
social housing options.   

The figure of 2,500 referred to in Parliamentary Question No. 126 of 4 February 2014 rep-
resents the number of transfers to RAS accommodation in the private rented sector, which is 
counted as new social housing supply, and which was the subject of the question. Transfers that 
take place to other social housing options are not counted in the output figures for new supply 
under RAS as they are accounted for under the output figures for other supply mechanisms e.g. 
accommodation built or purchased by housing authorities or approved housing bodies. This is 
to avoid double counting the units which would lead to an overestimate of the new units sup-
plied for social housing purposes in any given year.

When referring to overall targets in RAS this is not in reference to output or supply but 
rather to numbers transferred from Rent Supplement to RAS and other social housing options. 
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This is how the operation of the scheme is measured, given that RAS is concerned with trans-
ferring households with an assessed long term housing need out of Rent Supplement and into 
social housing support. 

Accommodation provided under the Rental Accommodation Scheme is governed by the 
Residential Tenancies Act 2004, as amended. A landlord can terminate the agreement entered 
into where particular circumstances prevail, if for example they wish to sell their rented prop-
erty or where anti-social behaviour is an issue, subject to compliance with the provisions of the 
Act and the terms of the RAS agreement. While landlords can exit the scheme for the above 
reasons, there are landlords that still remain attracted to the scheme due to incentives such as 
a guaranteed rent for a minimum of 4 years, no rent collection, no vacancies and savings on 
advertising costs. 

10/06/2014WRR00550Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

10/06/2014WRR00600375. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of new builds by local authorities that will be supported by 
funding from his Department this year; the total expenditure by his Department for new builds; 
and the local authorities that will receive departmental funding to build new housing units in 
their administrative areas. [24189/14]

10/06/2014WRR00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This year it is intended that in the region of 6,000 addi-
tional social housing units will be delivered across all social housing supply routes including 
local authority and voluntary housing construction and retrofitting programmes, the Rental Ac-
commodation Scheme and the Social Housing Leasing initiative. 

I have already, this year, indicated a return to modest levels of new social housing construc-
tion. In March 2014 I announced the approval of some 56 social housing construction projects 
with an overall value of over €68 million under the Local Authority housing construction pro-
gramme for 2014-2015. This new construction programme will deliver some 450 new units of 
accommodation for people on the housing waiting list. Projects were selected for approval on 
the basis of the proposals submitted to my Department by the local authorities, the relative pri-
ority afforded to each of these projects and the overall level of housing need locally. 

Last month I announced details of a €46 million investment in voluntary housing which, 
over the next two years, will see the delivery of some 350 special needs housing units, of 
which 216 will be new build at a cost of some €25 million. Under the national Regeneration 
Programme, some €70 million is being invested this year in the refurbishment of houses and 
the construction of replacement homes. Around 350 new housing starts are anticipated up to 
end 2015. 

Details of the funding being provided to individual authorities under the €68m investment 
in the local authority construction programme for the period 2014-2015 are set out in the fol-
lowing table:

Local Authority Project Location   No. of 
Units 

Amount al-
located € 

Cork City Council 5/6 Shandon Street and 6A & 
9 John Philpott Curran Street. 

8 1,200,000 

  - Gerald Griffin Street/Burkes 
Avenue 

23 3,910,000 
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Local Authority Project Location   No. of 
Units 

Amount al-
located € 

Dublin City Council Buttercup, Darndale 35 7,900,000 
  - Ballybough, Dublin 9 2,500,000 
DunLaoghaire/Rathdown County 
Council 

Cromleich Close, Kilternan, 
Co. Dublin 

15 2,578,807 

  - Clontribit House, Blackrock 2 550,000 
Fingal County Council Glasmore Rd, Swords 12 2,000,000 
  Cappagh, Finglas 27 2,750,000 
South Dublin County Council Belgard Road, Tallaght 3 600,000 
  - St Finians, Lucan 2 461,175 
  - Suncroft, Tallaght 10 2,345,571 
Galway City Council Allocation of €2.5m for pro-

posed construction projects at 
various locations 

15 2,500,000 

Carlow County Council Maryborough St, Carlow 5 800,000 
  - Infill at Main Street, Borris, 

Carlow 
6 1,000,000 

Cavan County Council Mullagh, Co. Cavan 7 660,000 
Clare County Council Glaise na Rinne, Shannon 6 1,250,000 
Cork County Council Oliver Plunkett Hill, Fermoy 11 2,090,000 
Donegal County Council 4 SRDs at Various Locations 4 560,000 
  - Glendale Drive, Letterkenny. 6 850,853 
Galway County Council SRDs; 2 in Kinvara and 1 in 

Connemara 
3 420,000 

Kerry County Council Park, Killarney 8 1,079,768 
  - Special Needs House in Lis-

towel 
1 160,000 

  - 2 SRDs - South and West 
Kerry 

2 260,000 

  - Bill Kennerk Road, Tralee 2 300,000 
Kildare County Council Kilcock, Kildare 20 3,000,000 
  - Replace 10 derelict units in 

Athy 
10 833,000 

Kilkenny County Council Gaol Road, Kilkenny City 10 1,500,000 
Laois County Council Clodiagh Way, Tullamore Rd., 

Clonaslee 
6 750,000 

Leitrim County Council Nil     
Limerick City Council Hasset Villas, Thomondgate 3 450,000 
  - Kilmurray Court, Garryowen 6 900,000 
  - Infill @ Clare Street 6 1,000,000 
Limerick County Council Allocation of €2m for con-

struction projects at various 
locations. 

12 2,000,000 

Louth County Council The Mell, Boice Court, 
Drogheda (Phs 2) 

18 2,780,371 
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Local Authority Project Location   No. of 
Units 

Amount al-
located € 

  - Woodlands, Dunleer. 6 360,000 
Mayo County Council Infill site at Roches Tce., Bal-

lina. 
5 229,160 

  - 4 SRDs at various locations. 4 605,720 
  - 2 Special Needs Extensions 2 140,000 
Meath County Council Bettystown, Meath 18 2,600,000 
  - St Brigids Villas, Navan. De-

molition and rebuild. 
5 600,000 

Monaghan County Council 37-44 Oliver Plunket Park, 
Castleblayney 

8 1,000,000 

Offaly County Council Clonminch, Tullamore 4 850,000 
Roscommon County Council Mullymux, Roscommon 1 147,625 
Sligo County Council Fr Flanagan Tce 12 1,800,000 
Tipperary North County Council Ashbury, Roscrea 12 1,100,000 
Tipperary South County Council Demolish and Rebuild 2 

houses @ Poulamaleen 
Faugheen and Lower Ballin-
garry. 

2 437,000 

Waterford County Council Former Ormond Cinema site, 
O’Connell Street, Dungarvan 

15 1,500,000 

Waterford City Council Demolition and Rebuild 
Doyle Street & Hennessy 
Road 

6 825,000 

Westmeath County Council Infill @ Ennell Court, Mull-
ingar 

4 588,000 

  - SRD at Harbour Rd, Kilbeg-
gan 

1 100,000 

  - Grange Crescent Mullingar 2 280,000 
Wexford County Council 10 units ( including 3 Special 

Needs) at Riverchapel, Gorey. 
10 1,500,000 

  - 8 units (including 5 Special 
Needs) at Shana Court Wex-
ford 

8 1,200,000 

  - Francis Street, Wexford 1 70,000 
Wicklow County Council 1 Special Needs Unit at 

Roundwood 
1 180,000 

  - 1 Special Needs Unit at Ard 
Na Greine Bray 

1 60,000 

  - Emoclew, Arklow (Phase 2) 8 540,000 
OVERALL TOTAL   - 449 68,652,050 

10/06/2014WRR00750Local Authority Housing Provision

10/06/2014WRR00800376. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the total number of housing units that are currently unoccupied but 
which will be brought back into usage this year by local authorities with the support of funding 
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from his Department; and if he will provide a breakdown of the local authorities that are receiv-
ing funding to bring unoccupied units back into use. [24190/14]

10/06/2014WRR00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In the context of submissions received from local authori-
ties in respect of my Department’s capital investment programme for returning vacant local au-
thority houses to productive use, authorities have indicated that there currently are some 3,016 
vacant properties across all city and county councils.  In April 2014 I  allocated €15 million for 
works to refurbish a total of 952 of these vacant properties, a detailed breakdown of the funding 
and number of units is set out in the table. 

Under the recently announced capital supports for the construction sector, my Department 
will provide a further €20 million for the refurbishment of vacant units in order that these can 
be made available as quickly as possible to families on the housing waiting lists.  

Local Authorities Allocations No. Units approved for 
return to use 

Carlow €169,000 12 
Cavan €166,000 7 
Clare €401,000 22 
Cork City €1,288,000 94 
Cork County €963,000 68 
Donegal €358,000 56 
Dublin City €3,288,000 135 
Fingal €1,259,000 95 
South Dublin €467,000 40 
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown €30,000 1 
Galway City €415,000 21 
Galway County €444,000 30 
Kerry €504,000 23 
Kildare €701,000 49 
Kilkenny €371,000 15 
Laois €74,000 13 
Leitrim €149,000 10 
Limerick City €219,000 8 
Limerick Co €252,000 23 
Longford €164,000 8 
Louth €180,000 6 
Mayo €320,000 31 
Meath €504,000 22 
Monaghan €93,000 11 
Offaly €225,000 12 
Roscommon €152,000 15 
Sligo €163,000 21 
Nth Tipperary €216,000 15 
Sth Tipperary €217,000 14 
Waterford City €293,000 16 
Waterford Co. €160,000 9 
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Local Authorities Allocations No. Units approved for 
return to use 

Westmeath €147,000 20 
Wexford €259,000 11 
Wicklow €389,000 19 
TOTAL €15,000,000 952 

10/06/2014WRR00950Homelessness Strategy

10/06/2014WRR01000377. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when the social housing strategy mentioned in the Implementation Plan 
on the State’s Response to Homelessness, May 2014 to December 2016 will be published. 
[24191/14]

10/06/2014WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 14 May 2014, the Government published Construction 
2020 - A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector.

Under Action 8 of Construction 2020, a Social Housing Strategy is to be published by Q3 
2014.  To assist in the development of the Social Housing Strategy, the Housing Agency has in-
vited submissions by 31 July 2014. This invitation of submissions is available at the following 
weblink:http://www.housing.ie/News/Current-News/Invitation-for-Submissions-Preparation-
of-a-Social.aspx. 

10/06/2014WRR01150Shared Ownership Scheme

10/06/2014WRR01200378. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 46 of 12 March 2014, if the 
Housing Agency has completed its further review of the shared ownership scheme following 
issues having been identified requiring further detailed financial analysis as identified by him 
in that reply. [24192/14]

10/06/2014WRR01300379. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the actions that will be taken to address the increasing rental contribu-
tions required from persons and families living in shared ownership homes in circumstanc-
es where the households concerned are experiencing financial hardship and negative equity. 
[24193/14]

10/06/2014WRR01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Question Nos. 378 and 379 together.   

In 2013, I asked the Housing Agency to conduct a standalone review of the shared owner-
ship scheme, including identification of the main difficulties and recommendations for mitigat-
ing measures. While I have received an initial draft of the review from the Agency a number of 
issues have been identified that need further detailed financial analysis. For example, full infor-
mation on the status of each local authority’s loan book is required in order to accurately deter-
mine the implications of any possible solutions to shared ownership issues for local authority 
debt management generally.  This substantial data collection project involving my Department, 
the Local Government Management Agency and the local authorities themselves is under way. 
It will be a number of months before sufficient data has been collected in order to complete the 
requisite analysis to enable the completion of the review. 
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Pending full conclusion of this review, my Department issued a circular letter to local au-
thorities setting out some of the options and interim actions that might be explored to allevi-
ate the difficulties of those in shared ownership distress such as allowing use of the Mortgage 
Arrears Resolution Process and room rental for Shared Ownership mortgage holders. It is ac-
cepted that these proposals are not a complete solution to the issues that arise for such mortgage 
holders but are intended as an interim measure pending outcome of the review.   

I fully recognise that shared ownership home owners, amongst others, have been affected 
by issues such as unemployment, possible negative equity, and changes in rental contributions. 
In such cases, borrowers should actively engage with their lenders, whether a commercial fi-
nancial institution or a local authority, to seek to avail of one of the options available to provide 
sustainable solutions to distressed mortgages. 

The mortgage arrears resolution process, already in place in respect of commercial mortgag-
es, is now being implemented across all local authorities. In cases of acute mortgage distress, 
homeowners also have the option of seeking to avail of the legal process now also in place to 
deal with personal insolvency.

On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report on mortgage arrears, the Government 
launched a Mortgage to Rent scheme on a pilot basis in February 2012. This scheme was ex-
tended nationally in June 2012, targeting those low income families whose mortgage situation 
is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a significant change in circumstances 
in the foreseeable future. To date, some 40 households have availed of the Mortgage to Rent 
scheme facilitating low income families whose mortgage situation is unsustainable. In addition, 
my Department has issued full funding approval under the scheme for a further 51 housing 
units. The scheme ensures that the family remains in their home, while ownership is transferred 
to an approved housing body and the family becomes a tenant of the approved housing body. 
Eligibility requirements are in line with other forms of social housing support.  

The scheme for local authority borrowers in arrears, which was piloted in two local authority 
areas, Westmeath County Council and Dublin City Council, has now been rolled out nationally. 

10/06/2014WRR01450Mortgage to Rent Scheme Application Numbers

10/06/2014WRR01500380. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 46 of 12 March 2014, the number 
of households that have availed of the mortgage to rent scheme to date; and the local authority 
areas in which households are now availing of the mortgage to rent scheme. [24194/14]

10/06/2014WRR01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report 
on mortgage arrears the Government launched a Mortgage to Rent scheme on a pilot basis in 
February 2012. This scheme was extended nationally in June 2012, targeting those low income 
families whose mortgage situation is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of 
a significant change in circumstances in the foreseeable future. The Scheme ensures that the 
family remains in their home, while ownership is transferred to an approved housing body who 
in turn rents it to the original owners. Eligibility requirements are in line with other forms of 
social housing support.

To date, 2,458 cases have been put forward by the lenders and, of these, 1,458 are being 
progressed with a total of 798 being approved for customer contact. 

40 cases are completed with households paying a differential rent to an approved housing 
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body; a breakdown by local authority area is set out in the table below. A further 72 areas have 
had the sale agreed and 27 are under offer.  An additional 98 are at the valuation stage in the 
process.  

A total of 235 applications have been received from applicants for Social Housing Support 
inclusive of the cases above. Of these, 207 have qualified for Social Housing Support, while 6 
have not; the remaining 22 applications are awaiting assessment.

A total of 1,000 cases were deemed ineligible (379) or terminated (621) during the Mort-
gage to Rent Scheme process for various reasons including the borrower not meeting the cri-
teria of the scheme, the borrower declining the scheme, lender withdrawing the offer of the 
scheme due to a change in circumstances of the borrower, local authority not having a need for 
the property in the particular area or an over concentration of social housing in the area already 
or more recently the borrower has been given an alternative option due to the introduction of 
additional measures. An additional 41 cases have failed to agree a sale price or the condition of 
the property did not allow for the sale to proceed. 

The mortgage to rent option for local authority borrowers in arrears was piloted in two local 
authority areas, namely Westmeath County Council and Dublin City Council.  The scheme was 
rolled out nationally in February 2014.

To date, 40 households have availed of the Mortgage to Rent scheme. The breakdown, by 
local authority area, is set out in the following table.

Table - Mortgage to Rent areas completed by local authority area

Local Authority Area No. of households
Carlow Co Co 2
Clare Co Co 1
Cork City 3
Cork Co Co 2
Dublin City 5
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown  Co Co 1
Fingal 1
Kildare Co Co 4
Kilkenny Co Co 2
Limerick City & County Council 3
Louth Co Co 2
Meath Co Co 4
South Dublin Co Co 4
Tipperary Co Co 2
Waterford City & County Council 2
Westmeath Co Co 1
Wicklow Co Co 1

10/06/2014WRR01650Private Rented Accommodation Costs and Controls

10/06/2014WRR01700381. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 499 of 30 April 2014, if the re-
search undertaken by the Private Residential Tenancies Board on the difficulties being experi-
enced in segments of the private rented sector has been completed. [24195/14]
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10/06/2014WRR01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In the context of increasing rents, especially in the Dublin 
area, I asked the PRTB to carry out research to explore options to address the difficulties being 
experienced in segments of the private rented sector and to report back to me with policy rec-
ommendations before the end of June. The study is underway but is not yet completed.   

10/06/2014WRR01850Irish Water Administration

10/06/2014WRR01900382. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if the water charges to be levied on private rental properties will be billed to the 
user or to the landlord; his views on the Water Services (No. 2) Act which states that it will be 
presumed, unless the contrary is proved, that the owner of a premises is also the occupier, and 
in that scenario, if he will indicate the level of proof necessary to ensure that water charges are 
billed to the user in the same way as applies to other utilities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24205/14]

10/06/2014WRR02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services. The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its custom-
ers in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act defines a customer as the occupier of 
the premises in receipt of water services. In advance of the commencement of water charges in 
October 2014, Irish Water has confirmed to my Department that it will be engaging with every 
household to verify details particular to individual customers and addresses. 

10/06/2014WRR02050Building Regulations Qualifications

10/06/2014WRR02100383. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will review the possibility of creating a register for architectural tech-
nologists who are currently excluded from a large portion of work as a result of changes imple-
mented on 1 March; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24208/14]

10/06/2014WRR02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 76 of 5 June 2014 which deals comprehensively with 
the matter raised and reflects the current position. Following recent developments involving 
separate moves by the Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists and the Royal Institu-
tion of Architects of Ireland to set up their own voluntary registers of architectural technolo-
gists with a view to having these registers recognised in law in due course, my Department is 
currently considering both sets of proposals and expects to be in position to engage with both 
professional bodies and other relevant stakeholders in relation to the matter shortly. 

10/06/2014WRR02250Homelessness Strategy

10/06/2014WRR02300384. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding given to homelessness groups over the past five years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24254/14]

10/06/2014WRR02400385. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has considered dismantling the red tape in the homelessness sector by 
ceasing to fund the various groups and organisations and having his Department take over the 
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lead role; if he has considered having a one-stop-shop to deal with homelessness; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24255/14]

10/06/2014WRR02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 384 and 385 together. 

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommoda-
tion for homeless persons and related services rests with housing authorities. The purposes for 
which housing authorities may incur expenditure in addressing homelessness are prescribed in 
Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988. 

My Department does not fund any service directly but provides funding to lead housing 
authorities on a regional basis towards the operational costs of homeless accommodation and 
related services under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1998. Housing authorities provide addi-
tional funding from their own resources. The regional approach is considered more appropri-
ate as it helps to bring a more strategic perspective to bear on action to address homelessness, 
including avoidance of over-concentration of homelessness services in certain centres and pro-
moting appropriate regional availability of services, consistent with need. 

The Section 10 funding provided by my Department to housing authorities on a regional 
basis for the years 2009 to 2013 and the recently notified provisional allocations for 2014 are 
set out in the table.

Funding Provided under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988  

Region 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Alloca-
tion 

Dublin €38,967,542 €40,521,375 €35,732,525 €32,398,290 €31,322,223 €31,322,223 
South East €1,945,792 €1,742,886 €2,110,476 €1,848,877 €1,787,469 €1,787,469 
North East €1,197,451 €1,037,617 €912,250 €910,194 €879,963 €879,963 
Midlands €872,375 €666,344 €624,897 €672,027 €649,707 €649,707 
South West €5,458,211 €4,270,143 €3,505,749 €4,418,967 €4,272,197 €4,272,197 
d-West €4,110,166 €3,435,607 €2,905,457 €3,516,119 €3,399,336 €3,399,336 
West €2,175,312 €1,699,288 €1,227,696 €1,581,478 €1,528,951 €1,528,951 
d East €885,801 €906,842 €697,665 €839,146 €811,275 €811,275 
North West €444,206 €423,355 €406,335 €360,865 €348,879 €348,879 
Total €56,056,856 €54,703,457 €48,123,050 €46,545,963 €45,000,000 €45,000,000 

 On 20 May 2014, I published the Implementation Plan on the State’s Response to Home-
lessness in which the Government’s approach to delivery on its objective of ending involuntary 
long-term homelessness by the end of 2016 was outlined. A copy of this plan is available on 
my Department’s website, http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/Special-
Needs/HomelessPeople/.

This plan sets out a range of measures to secure a ring-fenced supply of accommodation to 
house homeless households within the next three years and mobilise the necessary supports. 
Progress in implementing the plan will be reported quarterly through the Cabinet Committee 
on Social Policy. 

10/06/2014WRR02550Local Authority Staff Remuneration
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10/06/2014WRR02600386. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide, in tabular form, all remuneration for all local author-
ity managers from 2008 to 2011. [24265/14]

10/06/2014WRR02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The salaries for County and City Managers, from 1 September 2008 to 31 December 
2011, are set out in the table.

Local Authority Manager Salary Salary
1/09/08 to 31/12/09 1/01/10 to 31/12/11

Dublin City Council € 202,461 € 189,301 
Cork County Council € 171,313 € 162,062
Fingal County Council 
South Dublin County Council 
Cork City Council € 157,967 € 153,260
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County 
Council 
Kildare County Council 
Meath County Council 
Limerick City Council € 146,845 € 142,469
Clare County Council 
Donegal County Council 
Galway County Council 
Kerry County Council 
Kilkenny County Council 
Limerick County Council 
Louth County Council 
Mayo County Council 
South Tipperary County Council 
Westmeath County Council 
Wexford County Council 
Wicklow County Council 
Galway City Council € 136,581 € 132,511
Waterford City Council 
Carlow County Council 
Cavan County Council 
Laois County Council 
Leitrim County Council 
Longford County Council 
Monaghan County Council 
Offaly County Council 
Roscommon County Council 
Sligo County Council 
North Tipperary County Council 
Waterford County Council 



10 June 2014

262

County and City Managers, Local Authority Chief Executive Officers (CEOs), formally are 
entitled to claim for travel and subsistence costs incurred as part of their official duties, in ac-
cordance with the relevant travel and subsistence circulars. All local authorities are obliged to 
ensure that only essential travel is undertaken and that related expenditure is critically appraised 
and monitored.  

A CEO may claim up to 7.5% of their salary in substitution of motor mileage rates contained 
in the travel and subsistence circulars, where a local authority considers that those allowances 
do not adequately recompense the CEO for the extent to which their car is used for official 
business.  

A CEO may claim an allowance in respect of entertainment expenses incurred by them in 
the course of their duties. The level of allowance is related to the number of Directors of Service 
reporting to the CEO, as set out in the following table:

- Allowances
CEO Up to €2,095 
CEO and one Director of Service Up to €3,683 
CEO and two Directors of Service Up to €5,270 
CEO and three or more Directors of Service Up to €6,858 

10/06/2014WRR02750Local Government Reform Expenditure

10/06/2014WRR02800387. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide a detailed breakdown of all costs to date and pro-
jected, arising out of the recent amalgamation of local authorities in the State, including staff 
severance packages. [24266/14]

10/06/2014WRR02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): On 1 June 2014 the reform of local government structures, provided for in the Local 
Government Reform Act 2014, came into effect. As such, on that date, the town councils were 
dissolved and their functions, staff etc. integrated into the county council and the mergers of 
local authorities in Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford took effect. 

In terms of the costs of replacing town councils by the national system of municipal dis-
tricts, the main costs arising are in respect of gratuities payable to councillors who cease to be 
members of local authorities, subject to certain conditions as prescribed by Section 142 of the 
Local Government Act 2001 and the Local Authority Members (Gratuity) Regulations 2002 to 
2006. It will take some time, based on the recent results of the local elections, to determine the 
cost of such gratuities. However, estimates prepared in advance of the election suggest that the 
net additional cost of gratuities payable to Town Councillors who did not run for election or 
failed to get elected to County and City and County Councils would amount to €4.6 million.  
The reduced number of councillors will ensure that this once-off additional expenditure will be 
offset by future savings on gratuities.    

10/06/2014WRR02950Local Authority Rates

10/06/2014WRR03000388. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government under the Local Government Reform Act 2014, the current position in re-
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spect of the application of rates on vacant premises in city and county local authority areas; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24311/14]

10/06/2014WRR03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government Act 1946 provides that where a property in a county council or 
urban local authority is unoccupied on the date of the making of the rate, the owner becomes 
liable for rates. However, the owner is entitled to a refund if the property is vacant for specified 
purposes i.e. if the premises are unoccupied for the purpose of additions, alterations or repairs; 
where the owner is bona fide unable to obtain a suitable tenant at a reasonable rent; and where 
the premises are vacant pending redevelopment. The collection of rates and the determination 
of eligibility for a refund in this context are matters for each individual local authority. 

The Local Government Act 1946 provided that the owner was entitled to a 100% refund in 
most local authority areas. Separate legislation governs refunds in the cities of Dublin, Lim-
erick and Cork, where the same criteria for refunds apply but only 50% of the rates paid was 
refundable. 

The Local Government Reform Act 2014 provides for a change to rating law in relation to 
the refund of rates on vacant properties and gives discretion to the elected members of indi-
vidual local authorities to vary the level of rates refunds that apply in individual local electoral 
areas within the authority’s administrative area. This discretion allows elected members to re-
spond to the differing characteristics of the local commercial property markets. The amendment 
does not make any change to the eligibility or otherwise for refunds as currently provided for 
in relevant legislation. 

The provision commenced with effect from 1 June 2014. The Local Government (Financial 
and Audit Procedures) Regulations 2014 provide that the decision to alter the rate of refund 
should be taken at the annual budget meeting and that the rate of refund decided in respect of 
the relevant local electoral area shall apply to eligible persons for the year to which the budget 
relates. The absence of a decision to vary the refund means that the existing legislative provi-
sions regarding the rate of refunds apply (either 100% or 50% as set out above).   

10/06/2014WRR03150Tenant Purchase Scheme Administration

10/06/2014WRR03200389. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a new tenant purchase scheme will become operational; the way the 
discount on the market value of the property will be calculated; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24312/14]

10/06/2014WRR03250Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2014, for 
which Report and Final Stages will be taken in the Dáil tomorrow, will, among other things, 
underpin a new tenant purchase scheme to replace the 1995 scheme for existing local authority 
houses, which closed for new applications at the end of 2012. The new scheme will be broadly 
similar to the two incremental purchase schemes currently in operation, relating to newly-built 
local authority houses and local authority apartments, respectively.

I expect that the Bill will be enacted by the summer, following which I will prescribe the 
commencement date and the detailed terms of the scheme. I intend to relate the purchase price 
of the house to its market value with replacement cost also being taken into account. The Bill 
provides for discounts on the purchase price linked to tenant income , in the same way as the 
existing incremental purchase schemes. 
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10/06/2014WRR03275Motor Tax Collection

10/06/2014WRR03300390. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the reason it is cheaper to tax a motor car for a full 12 months as op-
posed to paying the amount over four instalments in view of the fact that those who have to pay 
in instalments are usually the persons who are struggling financially; his plans to change this 
pricing structure; if he has no plans the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24391/14]

10/06/2014WRR03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Motor tax is payable on an annual, half-yearly or quarterly basis. The Finance (Excise 
Duties) (Vehicles) Act 1952 provides that the rate of duty for a quarterly tax disc must not ex-
ceed 30% of the annual duty applicable and sets no upper limit for a half-yearly disc. The rates 
of duty currently applicable to the quarterly and half-yearly discs are 28.25% and 55.5% of the 
annual rate, respectively. These relativities have remained generally constant since the 1960s 
and I have no plans currently to change them. 

Non-annual transactions make up over two-thirds of all motor transactions processed. Tax 
rates for these discs take account of the extra staffing, administrative and printing costs for mo-
tor tax offices and the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) arising from the higher number 
of motor tax applications and in issuing reminders for each renewal. 

The estimated annual income from the increased charges for these discs is in the region of 
€50m. A loss in income of this magnitude would have a negative impact on the Local Govern-
ment Fund and consequently on grant allocations to local authorities from the Fund, and would 
have to be borne elsewhere in the motor tax system, or through the taxation system generally. 

10/06/2014WRS00075Homeless Persons Data

10/06/2014WRS00100391. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide, in tabular form, a breakdown of the number of home-
less persons registered in each county as of 1 May 2014. [24422/14]

10/06/2014WRS00200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A recent survey of lead housing authorities confirmed that 
2,478 unique individuals utilised Section 10-funded emergency accommodation nationally dur-
ing the week of 7 to 13 April 2014.  A regional breakdown of this total is provided in the table 
below; a county breakdown is not available in my Department.  Further details are provided in 
the recently published Implementation Plan on the State’s Response to Homelessness which is 
available on my Department’s website: 

http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/HomelessPeople/.   

Unique individuals that utilised Section 10-funded emergency accommodation during 
the week of 7 to 13 April 2014

Region No. of unique individuals 
Dublin 1,551 
Mid-West 245 
South West 225 
South East 142 
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Region No. of unique individuals 
West 137 
Mid East 79 
Midlands 41 
North West 39 
North East 19 
Total 2,478

10/06/2014WRS00250Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

10/06/2014WRS00300392. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide, in tabular form, a breakdown of the funding provided 
for the construction of social housing units on a county basis; and the number of social housing 
units completed in each county each year since 2008. [24423/14]

10/06/2014WRS00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department publishes a wide range of housing statistics, 
including data on the number of social housing units constructed broken down by area and year.  
The statistics concerned are available on my Department’s website at: http://www.environ.ie/
en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/FileDownLoad,15291,en.
xls by clicking “L.A. Housing Output and Commenced (1994+)” under the Social Housing 
Supports contents.

The following table outlines the amount of capital funding provided to local authorities un-
der the social housing construction and acquisitions programme over the six-year period 2008 
-2013.  In addition to construction projects, local authorities would have acquired properties 
by way of turnkey projects, properties delivered under Part V agreements and the purchase of 
completed units.  It is not possible to disaggregate the data to indicate the amounts spent solely 
on construction.

Funding provision under the Local Authority Social Housing Construction/Acquisi-
tion Programme 2008 - 2013

Local Authority 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Carlow County 
Council 

11,508,816 6,998,420 4,220,000 1,069,097 1,900,711 1,046,542 

Cavan County 
Council 

14,374,871 10,699,523 3,694,879 1,116,877 1,360,702 1,947,374 

Clare County 
Council 

18,000,000 15,919,414 5,620,420 1,420,897 979,207 1,404,067 

Cork County 
Council 

65,230,833 65,000,000 42,822,737 6,585,702 8,389,441 3,808,461 

Cork City Council 71,909,300 54,685,899 22,257,380 1,546,225 1,871,352 1,051,597 
D.Laoire/Rath-
down County 
Council 

28,957,802 19,765,854 19,716,708 4,611,178 12,673,635 3,253,979 

Donegal County 
Council 

30,786,342 22,511,401 12,490,305 5,744,975 1,902,596 1,453,503 

Dublin City 
Council 

155,192,333 54,122,424 53,384,302 20,929,685 9,861,345 17,910,771 

Fingal County 
Council 

24,877,234 19,408,528 6,434,304 8,355,797 4,808,767 6,110,592 

Galway County 
Council 

24,000,000 14,202,580 6,972,073 4,035,823 1,939,128 2,853,496 
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Local Authority 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Galway City 
Council 

27,853,820 13,105,900 6,614,733 1,593,731 2,587,123 835,238 

Kerry County 
Council 

29,964,970 19,759,277 9,700,950 2,396,769 1,304,258 1,356,402 

Kildare County 
Council 

50,939,859 32,512,380 15,795,789 2,901,449 4,114,913 3,801,389 

Kilkenny County 
Council 

25,414,208 15,447,976 10,104,029 4,566,591 6,090,448 1,888,413 

Laois County 
Council 

20,000,610 9,483,834 6,466,501 2,738,481 1,567,167 604,893 

Leitrim County 
Council 

4,481,652 2,848,920 1,429,056 116,308 304,954 902,126 

Limerick County 
Council 

14,992,260 11,477,955 7,003,199 1,616,243 869,055 752,635 

Limerick City 
Council 

17,989,258 18,253,467 11,873,208 3,586,290 1,216,646 1,400,028 

Longford County 
Council 

16,495,900 12,852,409 3,820,875 758,309 1,227,029 576,033 

Louth County 
Council 

37,509,847 30,692,108 13,279,097 5,375,852 10,203,632 1,942,919 

Mayo County 
Council 

19,968,908 13,964,216 5,423,522 1,101,258 804,563 295,791 

Meath County 
Council 

25,074,863 20,417,555 9,960,630 4,962,456 2,377,523 4,960,841 

Monaghan County 
Council 

13,484,937 14,079,244 4,539,127 3,256,000 1,731,686 1,159,804 

North Tipperary 
County Council 

12,260,633 6,481,407 8,938,683 2,176,078 956,844 618,979 

Offaly County 
Council 

17,643,490 14,516,566 13,171,128 2,478,979 1,708,186 797,832 

Roscommon 
County Council 

8,000,000 7,976,049 3,255,095 847,340 1,044,332 656,348 

Sligo County 
Council 

21,686,665 13,070,734 6,365,034 2,750,919 2,052,179 906,040 

South Tipperary 
County Council 

20,999,933 10,724,523 5,541,249 725,829 780,778 598,592 

Sth Dublin County 
Council 

32,387,306 35,473,732 18,069,760 6,292,681 6,461,093 10,295,596 

Waterford County 
Council 

12,499,999 9,658,054 3,832,007 564,485 3,683,959 669,850 

Waterford City 
Council 

20,788,244 15,144,773 5,507,854 1,394,419 3,303,585 904,103 

Westmeath County 
Council 

15,827,034 14,123,900 6,022,684 2,249,432 2,916,450 531,658 

Wexford County 
Council 

34,018,521 23,610,753 10,379,914 3,333,130 2,947,720 1,049,837 

Wicklow County 
Council 

32,426,977 21,335,402 11,624,095 4,800,000 8,741,271 3,442,935 

 - 977,547,424 670,325,176 376,331,327 117,999,285 114,682,278 81,788,664 

10/06/2014WRS00450Water Charges Administration

10/06/2014WRS00500393. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the action he is taking to provide certainty to those who will not have their water 
meters installed by the time water charges come into effect; if persons in this situation will be 
subject to water charges before the water meter is installed; if this is the case, the action he will 
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take to ensure that persons in that situation are charged fairly; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24449/14]

10/06/2014WRS00600394. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the way in which water charges will be implemented in relation to apartment 
dwellers; the way the metering system will be implemented to ensure that apartment dwellers 
are only subject to the relevant charge for their usage; the way he will provide apartment dwell-
ers with the certainty that they will be charged fairly through the metering system; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24490/14]

10/06/2014WRS00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 393 and 394 together.

With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services.  The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its custom-
ers in receipt of water services provided by it.  The Act also provides that responsibility for the 
independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and the water charges plan to be prepared by Irish Water is subject to the 
approval of the CER.  The CER has recently completed a public consultation on the approach 
to the design of domestic water tariffs for both metered and unmetered properties.  Further 
consultations are planned for June in relation to other aspects of the water charges plan to be 
submitted to the CER by Irish Water.  Full details of the CER’s public consultation plans are 
available on its website (www.cer.ie).  The CER will be announcing the approved water charges 
in August 2014.

I have indicated that I intend to use my powers under the Water Services (No.2) Act 2013 
to issue a policy direction to the CER in relation to a number of matters relating to domestic 
water charges, including the calculation of assessed charges; a draft of the proposed direction 
has been published and is available on my Department’s website at http://www.environ.ie/en/
Environment/Water/WaterSectorReform/.  Households that are connected to the public water 
supply, but do not have a water meter installed, will be charged on an assessed basis, primarily 
based on occupancy.  There will also be provision for a rebate, when a customer moves from 
an assessed charge to a metered charge and usage is deemed above a reasonable threshold by 
comparison to the subsequent metered usage.

Irish Water has recently commissioned a study on possible approaches to metering proper-
ties that are not part of the current metering programme, including apartments and properties 
with shared service connections.  This report was recently submitted to my Department and the 
recommendations of the report are being considered.  In particular, my Department is exploring 
with Irish Water the potential to include a new phase of metering of some 48,000 apartments, 
which the report suggests can be easily metered as part of a separate procurement.

10/06/2014WRS00750Housing Issues

10/06/2014WRS00800395. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government notwithstanding the recent comments by a senior representative of An Bord 
Pleanála promoting the concept of high density duplex accommodation as a means of resolv-
ing the housing crisis, if cognisance is being taken of the abject failure of such policies in the 
course of the past 15 years both from a social and economic perspective; if urgent reappraisal of 
the housing situation will be organised with a view to providing good quality affordable hous-
ing as required in various locations throughout the country in order to meet the housing needs 
now presenting, such accommodation to be of a quality conducive to good social and economic 
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criteria thereby addressing the social and economic needs of future generations; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24491/14]

10/06/2014WRS00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 14 May 2014, the Government published Construction 
2020 – A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Strategy.  Construction 2020 acknowledged that 
while across Ireland effective planning has been at the heart of rejuvenation of cities and towns 
and the creation of investment and job opportunities, there is also a legacy from some poor 
past decision making, reflecting an absence of good planning and strategic thinking which has 
served Ireland and its citizens badly.

Construction 2020 contains 75 Actions in total and my Department, together with the Hous-
ing Agency, will be involved in the delivery of over 30 of these Actions.  These include the pub-
lication of a Policy Statement on Planning, and the progression of new planning legislation to 
implement the recommendations of the Mahon Tribunal and to establish an Independent Plan-
ning Regulator, as well as providing the necessary legal framework for planning related actions 
in Construction 2020.  The Review of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, which 
deals with affordable housing, will be completed shortly and any legislative changes required as 
a consequence of this Review will be incorporated into the new Planning Bill.

As regards the issue of housing densities, Construction 2020 provides that, where appropri-
ate and in line with sustainable development into the future, flexibility around overall densi-
ties will be considered as part of a “kick start” initiative for prime development areas where 
extensive infrastructure development has taken place.  Under Action 8 of Construction 2020, 
a Social Housing Strategy is to be published by Q3 2014.  To assist in the development of the 
Social Housing Strategy, the Housing Agency has invited submissions by 31 July 2014; Further 
information is available at the following weblink: http://www.housing.ie/News/Current-News/
Invitation-for-Submissions-Preparation-of-a-Social.aspx.

10/06/2014WRS00950Animal Welfare

10/06/2014WRS01000396. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the local government authority pounds that rehome dog breeds legis-
lated under the Control of Dogs Act 1998 regulations, and which do not; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24510/14]

10/06/2014WRS01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The rehoming of dogs from local authority pounds is a matter for individual local authori-
ties.  My Department has no role in such operational matters and does not collect information 
in this regard.

10/06/2014WRS01150Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

10/06/2014WRS01200397. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a private group water scheme (details supplied) in County Waterford will 
be taken over by Irish Water; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24512/14]

10/06/2014WRS01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides for the transfer of water services functions 
from the 34 water services authorities to Irish Water.  Under the legislation, Irish Water now 
has the powers previously held by local authorities in relation to the takeover of Group Water 
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Schemes and this means that Irish Water may acquire by agreement a waterworks or waste 
water works, but subject generally to not fewer than two thirds of those entitled to dispose of it 
(typically the members of a group water scheme) giving their consent.

Irish Water has confirmed to my Department that it has established a dedicated team to deal 
with representations and queries from public representatives.  The team can be contacted via 
email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278 in the event that the 
Deputy wishes to enquire directly with Irish Water regarding the scheme referred to.

10/06/2014WRS01350Wastewater Treatment Issues

10/06/2014WRS01400398. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Clare County Council has been 
unable to locate a planning file (details supplied) relating to the Westpark estate development in 
Spanish Point, County Clare; that this development is the subject of a complaint to the Commis-
sion of the European Communities regarding failure to comply with community law regarding 
sewer leaks from an alleged unauthorised wastewater treatment plant; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24568/14]

10/06/2014WRS01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have not been made aware of any issue in relation to a 
planning file but I am aware that the development in question is part of pre-infringement pro-
ceeding in relation to waste water discharges initiated against Ireland by the European Commis-
sion in March 2013.  My Department issued a formal reply to the European Commission on 21 
June 2013 and a response from the Commission is awaited.

10/06/2014WRS01550NAMA Social Housing Provision

10/06/2014WRS01600399. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government since its creation the number of housing units the National Asset Manage-
ment Agency made available to Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council, South Dublin 
County Council and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council respectively for use as social 
housing; if he will provide a breakdown housing type namely house or apartment and number 
of rooms; the number of units that each council has accepted from NAMA; the number it has 
declined; the number it is currently in negotiations over; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24577/14]

10/06/2014WRS01700400. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government since its creation, the number of housing units the National Asset Manage-
ment Agency has made available to each local authority for use as social housing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24578/14]

10/06/2014WRS01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 399 and 400 together.

Information in relation to the delivery of NAMA sourced units, including a full breakdown 
by county of units delivered by quarter, is available on the Housing Agency’s website: www.
housing.ie/NAMA.  My Department, the Housing Agency and NAMA continue to work to-
gether with housing authorities and approved housing bodies in identifying suitable NAMA 
housing units and bringing them into social housing use.  By the end of Q1 2014, 4,653 units 
have been identified by NAMA as being potentially suitable for social housing and of these 
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some 1,849 units are available and have been confirmed by local authorities as being suitable 
for social housing.  Completed housing unit transfers stand at 518, with a further 166 units 
contracted and with completion work on-going.  This brings the overall total delivery of social 
housing from NAMA - sourced units to 684 units (completed or contracted) since the process 
began.  My Department does not keep a breakdown of NAMA sourced units by dwelling type 
on a local authority basis.  From a national perspective, the position is that of these 684 units, 
471 are apartments and the remaining 213 units are houses.

My Department does not keep a breakdown by number of bedrooms for all NAMA sourced 
units; however, the breakdown for those units in the Social Housing Leasing Initiative is 14% 
1-bed, 46% 2-bed and 40% 3bed+.  A breakdown by local authority of the units identified by 
NAMA and demand confirmed is provided in the following table.

Local Authority Identified Demand Confirmed 
& Available 

Complete/ Con-
tracted 

Carlow Co. Co. 137 82 55 
Cavan Co. Co. 49 17   
Clare Co. Co. 169 19 7 
Cork City 419 97 53 
Cork Co. Co. 471 148 55 
Donegal Co. Co. 118 68   
Louth County Council 27 27 27 
Dublin City Council 753 247 163 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Co. Co. 305 114 77 
Fingal Co. Co. 203 56 44 
Galway City 152 152 60 
Galway Co. Co. 98 40   
Kerry Co. Co. 114 54 15 
Kildare Co. Co. 243 85 64 
Kilkenny Co. Co. 167 87 5 
Laois Co. Co. 98 6   
Leitrim Co. Co. 35     
Limerick City and County Co. 128 71 9 
Longford Co. Co. 31 11   
Mayo Co. Co. 66 58   
Meath Co. Co. 215 37   
Monaghan Co. Co. 42 42   
Tipperary Co. Co. 47 13   
Offaly Co. Co. 79 58   
Roscommon Co. Co. 91     
Sligo Co. Co. 46 16   
South Dublin Co. Co. 60 42 40 
Waterford City and County Co. 72 46   
Westmeath Co. Co. 64 47 8 
Wexford Co. Co. 118 102 2 
Wicklow Co. Co. 36 7   
Grand Total 4,653 1,849 684 

10/06/2014WRS01850Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRS01900401. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government if he will list in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein that 
refer to powers delegated to the Minister of State with special responsibility for housing and 
planning; if he will detail the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly 
to said Minister of State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24607/14]

10/06/2014WRS02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Minister of State, Deputy Jan O’Sullivan, was assigned responsibility in 2012 for the 
implementation of the Government’s Housing Policy Statement - Delivering Homes, Sustain-
ing Communities and a range of associated housing and planning functions - including func-
tions in relation to the foreshore.  Parts 1 and 2 of the Schedule to the Environment, Community 
and Local Government (Delegation of Ministerial Functions) Order 2012 outline the powers 
(other than the power to prosecute an offence) and duties of the Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government under specific primary and secondary legislation which 
were delegated to Minister of State O’Sullivan.

The Housing (Amendment) Act 2013 amended section 31 of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2009.  The functions of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government in regard to the Housing (Amendment) Act 2013 were delegated to Minister 
of State O’Sullivan under the Environment, Community and Local Government (Delegation of 
Ministerial Functions) Order 2013.

The Statutory Instruments referred to above are available on my Department’s website at - 
http://www.environ.ie/en/Legislation/General/#d.en.23929 and on www.irishstatutebook.ie.  A 
number of staff in senior management positions in the Housing, and Water & Planning Divi-
sions of my Department work closely with Minister of State O’Sullivan while reporting through 
the normal Civil Service reporting structure up to Secretary General level.  My Department’s 
current Organisation Chart is available on www.environ.ie - http://www.environ.ie/en/Abou-
tUs/OrganisationalStructure/FileDownLoad,1166,en.pdf.

SCHEDULE

PART 1

Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2011, other than Chapter 1 of Part VI of the Plan-
ning and Development Act 2000

Housing Act 1966 (No. 21 of 1966), other than Part V and the Third Schedule

Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1979 (No. 27 of 1979)

Section 75 of the Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Act 1980 (No. 10 of 1980)

Housing (Private Rented Dwellings) Act 1982 (No. 6 of 1982)

Housing (Private Rented Dwellings) (Amendment) Act 1983 (No. 22 of 1983), other than 
section 2

Housing Act 1988 (No. 28 of 1988)

Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 (No. 18 of 1992)

Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997 (No. 21 of 1997)

Urban Renewal Act 1998 (No. 27 of 1998), other than sections 14 and 17

Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998 (No. 33 of 1998)
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Town Renewal Act 2000 (No. 18 of 2000)

Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2002 (No. 9 of 2002)

Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (No. 27 of 2004), other than sections 153, 154, 155 and 180

Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 (No. 22 of 2009)

Foreshore Acts 1933 to 2011

PART 2

Housing (Floor Area Compliance Certificate Inspection) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 128 of 
2004)

European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) 
Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 435 of 2004)

Limerick Northside Regeneration Agency (Establishment) Order 2007 (S.I. No. 275 of 
2007), other than articles 6 and 11

Limerick Southside Regeneration Agency (Establishment) Order 2007 (S.I. No. 276 of 
2007), other than articles 6 and 11

10/06/2014WRS02050Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRS02100402. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will list in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein that 
refer to powers delegated to the Minister for State with special responsibility for the NewEra 
project; if he will detail the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly 
to said Minister of State and that they are responsible for; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24614/14]

10/06/2014WRS02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Minister for State O’Dowd has special responsibility for the New Era project.  He is a 
Minister of State at my Department and at the Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources where his office is based.  No statutory powers have been delegated to Min-
ister for State O’Dowd in my Department.  Work carried out by Minister of State O’Dowd for 
my Department is done on a non-legislative basis.  New Era currently operates on a non-statu-
tory basis as part of the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA).

10/06/2014WRS02250Pyrite Remediation Programme

10/06/2014WRS02300403. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the services being provided by HomeBond to the pyrite board. [24689/14]

10/06/2014WRS02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Discussions have been on-going for some time between the Pyrite Resolution Board and 
HomeBond on services to be provided by HomeBond in connection with the implementation of 
the pyrite remediation scheme.  The discussions have recently concluded and my Department 
understands that an agreement has now been reached under which HomeBond has agreed to 
contribute technical and project management services to the value of €2million, and such ser-
vices will include assisting in the auditing of Building Condition Assessments, organising and 
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managing the testing of dwellings and project management of remediation contracts.  Home-
Bond has also agreed to make available to the Pyrite Resolution Board Housing Agency the 
results of testing undertaken by it prior to the operation of the scheme.

All services will be provided under the direction and supervision of the Pyrite Resolution 
Board and/or the Housing Agency and in this context it should be noted that HomeBond staff 
will not be making decisions on the eligibility of applicants under the scheme.  In addition, 
while working on the pyrite remediation process, staff from HomeBond will not be acting as 
agents of the Pyrite Resolution Board/Housing Agency to whom they will be answerable.

10/06/2014WRS02450Pyrite Remediation Programme

10/06/2014WRS02500404. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on the number of building condition assessments reporting damage 
condition rating 2; and if this is less than, in line with, or greater than the estimates made of the 
numbers of houses potentially requiring remedial works in the estates concerned by the pyrite 
board. [24690/14]

10/06/2014WRS02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): It is a condition of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Pyrite Resolution 
Board must be accompanied by a Building Condition Assessment with a Damage Condition 
Rating of 2.  To date the Pyrite Resolution Board has received approximately 500 applications, 
almost all of which are accompanied by Building Condition Assessments with a Damage Con-
dition Rating of 2.

The level of applications under the scheme is broadly in line with the expectations of my 
Department and the Pyrite Resolution Board.  It was anticipated that volumes would be high 
initially and would then level off and continue at a steadier rate; this has been the experience 
under the scheme and applications are now averaging 10 per week.  This would suggest that the 
total number is likely to be within the figure of some 1,000 derived from the figures of the re-
port of the independent Pyrite Panel and substantially less than some of the speculative figures 
which have been publicly quoted.

10/06/2014WRS02650Local Authority Members’ Remuneration

10/06/2014WRS02700405. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if there will be a cut-off date for qualification for the gratuity payments for de-
feated and retired county councillors; and if he will maintain the scheme in its present form for 
the duration of the council term 2014 to 2019. [24706/14]

10/06/2014WRS02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question Nos. 365 and 398 of 9 July 2013 which sets out the condi-
tions for gratuity payments to councillors who cease to be a member of a local authority.  Once 
a gratuity becomes payable under the scheme, there is no cut-off date for qualification for the 
gratuity, or for the ex-councillor to seek payment.  I have no plans at present to change the pro-
visions of the Local Authority Members (Gratuity) Regulations 2002 to 2006.

10/06/2014WRS02850Residentially Zoned Land

10/06/2014WRS02900406. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government the total amount of land in land banks here; and his plans for same in the coming 
years. [24708/14]

10/06/2014WRS03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I assume the Deputy is referring to the amount of land zoned for housing.  The Housing 
Land Availability Survey (HLAS) is an annual survey undertaken by my Department seeking 
information from local authorities to inform the publication of the amount of zoned residential 
land in their areas that is currently serviced. In 2013, my Department reviewed the HLAS ap-
proach taking account of the advent of www.myplan.ie and the need to reduce and rationalise 
the data gathering requirements placed on local authorities.  A new internet based approach 
called the Residential Land Availability Survey (RLAS) is currently being finalised in conjunc-
tion with local authorities which will produce robust datasets mapped to individual land parcels 
across all local authorities.  I expect that the final RLAS will be available by Autumn 2014 and 
the RLAS survey will be undertaken annually thereafter.

However, it is provisionally estimated that there is currently in excess of 25,000 hectares of 
undeveloped residentially zoned land nationally which equates to a capacity for over 500,000 
new homes (based on a national average of 20 units per hectare).  This capacity is considered 
to be sufficient to meet the housing requirements nationally for in excess of the next ten years.  
In line with the commitments under the Government’s Construction 2020 Strategy, a Housing 
Supply Co-ordination Task Force for Dublin has been established with an immediate focus on 
addressing supply-related issues.

10/06/2014WRS03050Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRS03100407. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence the legislative provisions in 
respect of his Department that has been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but have not come 
into effect to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24147/14]

10/06/2014WRS03200The Taoiseach: There are no legislative provisions under my ministerial area of responsi-
bility that have been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but have not come into effect to date.

10/06/2014WRS03250Defence Forces Strength

10/06/2014WRS03300408. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the establishment figure for 
each of the nine Permanent Defence Forces units and the Permanent Defence Forces cadre staff 
for each of the five Reserve Defence Forces units (details supplied) based at Custume Barracks 
Athlone on 30 November 2012. [24520/14]

10/06/2014WRS03400The Taoiseach: It was not possible to provide the information sought by the Deputy in the 
time available.  My Department is currently seeking to compile an accurate reply and I will 
provide the information directly to the Deputy once it comes to hand.

10/06/2014WRT00150Air Corps Equipment

10/06/2014WRT00200409. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Defence if the Irish Air Corps was in pos-
session of a Fouga Magister aircraft in 1968. [24661/14]

10/06/2014WRT00300The Taoiseach: The Air Corps was not in possession of a Fouga Magister aircraft in 1968.  
It took possession of six of these aircraft in 1975 and they remained in service until 1999.
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10/06/2014WRT00325Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

10/06/2014WRT00400410. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the numbers of persons currently awaiting to have new herd numbers allocated or dormant ones 
reactivated; the current maximum waiting time for numbers to be allocated; if he will provide 
details of the implications of delays on the awarding of disadvantaged area aid payments; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24091/14]

10/06/2014WRT00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Currently, 
there are 308 applications for new herd numbers and 434 applications for reactivation of herd 
numbers awaiting final processing.  The waiting time for herd numbers to be allocated is depen-
dent on a number of factors, including the volume of applications received at any given time, 
the return of fully completed applications, legal documentation and provision of cattle testing 
and handling facilities.  In this context, it should be noted that there was a significant increase 
in applications this year, associated with the closing date for the Single Payment and Disadvan-
taged Areas Schemes.  Every effort is being made by my Department, in so far as possible, to 
expedite the processing of applications.  

To be eligible under the 2014 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, applicants are required, among 
other requirements as specified in the Terms & Conditions governing the 2014 Scheme, to hold 
a valid herd number issued by this Department, or have applied to their Local DVO for a herd 
number on, or before, 15 May 2014.  Therefore, eligibility under the DAS is not affected once 
the herd number application has been lodged before this date.  

10/06/2014WRT00550Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRT00600411. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
legislative provisions in respect of his Department that have been passed by the Oireachtas 
since 2011 but have not come into effect to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24143/14]

10/06/2014WRT00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since this 
Government took office my Department has published two Bills, all of which have been en-
acted:

- Veterinary Practice (Amendment) Bill (28 July 2011) and

- Animal Health and Welfare Bill (25 April 2012) 

The Forestry Bill was published on 24 April 2013 and it is planned to go through the 
Oireachtas before the summer.   The Johnstown Castle Agricultural College (Amendment) Bill 
was published on 15 May 2014 and is due to go through both houses of the Oireachtas soon.

10/06/2014WRT00750Animal Welfare

10/06/2014WRT00800412. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there are any threats as per the Animal Welfare Bill to the welfare of dog breeds listed under the 
Control of Dogs Act regulations 1998; and if he will provide clarity on which pounds do and do 
not rehome or release the breeds listed in the aforementioned legislation. [24206/14]

10/06/2014WRT00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am not 
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aware of any risks to the specific breeds referred to arising from the Animal Health and Welfare 
Act 2013.  The Control of Dogs Regulations, 1998, which were made under the Control of Dogs 
Act 1986, and the Control of Dogs (Amendment Act) 1992 fall outside the remit of my Depart-
ment.  Accordingly, this is a matter for my colleague, the Minister of Environment, Community 
and Local Government.

The legislation in respect of pounds comes under the responsibility of the Department of 
Justice and Equality and is a matter for that Department.

10/06/2014WRT00950Agriculture Schemes Payments

10/06/2014WRT01000413. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of an allocation that will be in place for the grassland sheep payment; if he will provide 
details of his proposals in relation to this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24261/14]

10/06/2014WRT01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Grass-
land Sheep Scheme is based on Article 68 of the current EU Regulation 73/2009 which governs 
direct payments in the form of the Single Payment Scheme.  As of 1 January 2015 that Regula-
tion is superseded by EU Regulation 1307/2013 and consequently there is no longer any legal 
basis for the continuation of the Grassland Sheep Scheme in its present form. 

In developing the shape of the new system of Direct Payments in Ireland, I have been very 
conscious of the needs of sheep farmers, in particular those who farm on hill and commonage 
land. In general, sheep farmers hold low value entitlements under the current Single Payment 
Scheme and will benefit significantly from the model of convergence that is to be applied in 
Ireland where those with a low Initial Unit Value will see the value of their entitlements increase 
over the period of the scheme. 

When determining the Initial Unit Value of a farmer’s entitlements under the Basic Pay-
ment Scheme in 2015, Regulation 1307/2013 gives Member States the option to take into ac-
count any payment the farmer received in 2014 under Article 68 schemes such as the Grassland 
Sheep Scheme.  This option is only available where the Member State is not applying voluntary 
coupled support to the sector concerned under the new CAP.  

I have decided to apply this provision in Ireland as a means of safeguarding the value of 
the payments received under the Grassland Sheep Scheme for those farmers concerned.  The 
Grassland Sheep Scheme is the only Article 68 scheme that is being incorporated into the cal-
culation of entitlements under the new Basic Payment Scheme.  If such incorporation does not 
take place the value of such payments would simply remain in the national fund and would be 
redistributed generally among all farmers who establish entitlements. 

The incorporation of the Grassland Sheep Scheme payment into the calculation of a farm-
er’s Initial Unit Value in 2015 will obviously result in a higher entitlement value for the farmers 
concerned from the start of the Scheme rather than relying solely on the gradual process of con-
vergence to increase the unit value over the five year period up to 2019.  Our analysis confirms 
that as a result of this provision the group of farmers who receive the Grassland Sheep Scheme 
will have an immediate financial benefit in 2015 as part of their payment under the Basic Pay-
ment Scheme.

10/06/2014WRT01150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments
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10/06/2014WRT01200414. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an agri-environment options scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied); the result of an inspection undertaken on their farm; and the penalty if any to be applied. 
[24301/14]

10/06/2014WRT01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1 September 2011 and full entitlements have issued in respect of the 2011 and 2012 
Scheme years. 

During a 2013 inspection, the person named was deemed non-compliant in respect of the 
Traditional Stone Wall Maintenance action which resulted in a double-the-difference penalty 
being imposed.  The total amount of Traditional Stone Wall found on inspection was 460 m 
and this will form the basis of future payments.  A letter issued to the person named notifying 
them of the inspection findings and setting out the appeal option.  As no appeal was received 
my Department is processing the file on the basis of the inspection findings with the intention 
of issuing payment, less penalty, as soon as possible.  Annual payments will be reduced by ap-
proximately €65 and the penalty in respect of the non-compliances will not exceed €130.

10/06/2014WRT01350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

10/06/2014WRT01400415. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the outstanding agri-environment options scheme payment will issue in respect of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24322/14]

10/06/2014WRT01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1 September 2011 and full entitlements have issued in respect of the 2011 and 2012 
Scheme years. 

The person named was selected for a ground inspection which took place on 3 December 
2013.  A letter issued to the person named requesting additional information required to com-
plete the Inspection process.  This information has been received by officials in my Department 
and the Inspection process will now be finalised.  Following the completion of the Inspection 
process, the file will be processed for payment based on the Inspection findings with the inten-
tion of issuing payment as soon as possible.

10/06/2014WRT01550Beef Data Programme

10/06/2014WRT01600416. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Mayo was told a beef data programme scheme ap-
plication was not received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24385/14]

10/06/2014WRT01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has no record of having received any application under the 2014 Beef Data Programme 
for the person named.  If the person named did send in an application for this Scheme, he will 
need to write into the Beef Schemes Section, Old Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise outlining his case 
and supplying the required certificate of postage of the application, as outlined in the Terms 
and Conditions of the Scheme.  The certificate required under the Terms and Conditions is a 
Swiftpost receipt.  Ordinary certificates of postage cannot be accepted as there is no facility to 
track these certificates and, therefore, it is not possible to verify that the document was posted 
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on the date stated. 

10/06/2014WRT01750Live Exports

10/06/2014WRT01800417. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the current agreement on cattle exports to the UK; if he is satisfied that enough is be-
ing done to promote this trade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24405/14]

10/06/2014WRT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Dep-
uty is aware, the free movement of goods and services within the Single Market means that no 
specific agreement on live cattle exports is required with other member states.  My Department 
attaches considerable importance to the live export trade and, over the years, has been very 
active in facilitating shipments abroad.  Live exports serve a dual purpose as a means of satis-
fying legitimate market demands for live animals and providing alternative market outlets for 
farmers.  Total live exports to date this year are 140,000 head of which  24,000 went to the UK,  
an increase of some 3,370 head or 16% up on the comparable period in 2013.  Of this 24,000, 
some 17,000 went to Northern Ireland which is an increase of 10% on the same period in 2013.

However, the potential to grow the live trade to the UK even further is constrained by the 
buying specifications operated by the British retail chains in relation to cattle born in this coun-
try and exported live for finishing and processing in that market.  The retailers’ longstanding 
policy is to market British and Irish beef separately.  This means that beef must be sourced from 
animals originating in one country; i.e. born, reared and slaughtered in the same country.  In 
addition, logistical difficulties arise when a small number of Irish-born animals are slaughtered 
in a UK meat plant.  Under mandatory EU labelling rules, these carcases have to be deboned in 
a separate batch, packaged and labelled accordingly, thereby incurring additional costs for the 
processor. 

While Bord Bia has repeatedly raised this issue with British retailers over the years, they 
are unlikely to reverse their marketing policy in the short term.  Nevertheless Bord Bia, in its 
ongoing interactions with British customers, will continue to pursue all opportunities to maxi-
mise the full potential of the beef and livestock trade with our largest trading partner.  In addi-
tion Bord Bia actively supports the development of the live export trade through the provision 
of market information, developing market access and promotional activity.  I will continue to 
engage with my Northern counterpart, Ms Michelle O’Neill, on issues relevant to producers 
including cross-border trade.

Arising from the two roundtable discussions with key stakeholders which I hosted on 17 
April and 3 June, I announced a number of measures to address the challenges currently facing 
the overall beef sector, including the allocation by Bord Bia of €0.5m to intensify its market-
ing of Irish beef in the UK, Netherlands and Germany and I understand the bulk of this money 
will be spent between now and the peak autumn cattle supply period.  An additional €85,000 
will go towards the UK market, bringing Bord Bia’s total spend for marketing Irish beef in the 
UK to €0.4 million.  The additional expenditure will contribute towards an online promotion 
on well-known food websites, as well as profiling Irish beef through recipes and competitions.  
A manufacturing category study is also being carried out to reaffirm the position of Irish beef 
alongside British beef as an ingredient in value-added ready meals.  

The main focus of the roundtable was a report I requested from Michael Dowling regarding 
the implementation of the Beef Activation Group and consideration of any additional actions 
required.  The report was compiled following intensive consultation with the various stakehold-
ers in the last few weeks and has been published on the Department’s website to allow inter-
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ested parties to reflect on the recommendations.

10/06/2014WRT01950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

10/06/2014WRT02000418. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the 2013 disadvantaged areas based scheme will issue to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24421/14]

10/06/2014WRT02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
the land parcels declared by the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed 
that some of the land parcels declared by the person named contained ineligible features.  As 
the person named submitted an application for a review of my Department’s decision, a visit 
by a Department official to verify the position was necessary to progress the matter.  This veri-
fication visit was conducted and the file is being processed.  The inspector, however, deemed 
more declared land to be ineligible as a result of the visit.  The extra ineligible land means that 
the person named has now an over declaration penalty of more than 20% on his Disadvantaged 
Area claim, and as such will result in no Disadvantaged Area payment issuing.  The person 
named will shortly be advised of the position and will be informed of her right to submit an ap-
peal to the LPIS Appeals Committee.

10/06/2014WRT02150Departmental Banking

10/06/2014WRT02200419. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of banking charges paid by his Department since 2011; the breakdown of these charges; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24581/14]

10/06/2014WRT02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The details of 
banking charges paid, as requested by the Deputy, are set out in the following table:

- 2011 2012 2013 2014 
(To 31/5/14)

Charges € € € €
Electronic Fund Transfers 20,487 13,665 12,520 21,556
Maintenance & Transac-
tions

6,229 4,392 5,117 4,312

Total 26,716 18,057 17,637 25,868

The electronic funds transfer fees mainly relate to the payments issued to some 125,000 
farmers annually under the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other 
schemes.

10/06/2014WRT02350Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRT02400420. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will list in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to powers del-
egated to the Minister of State with special responsibility for food, horticulture and food safety; 
if he will detail the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly to said 
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Minister of State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24622/14]

10/06/2014WRT02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The legisla-
tion, which is listed in the schedule below, refers to the statutory powers and duties which have 
been delegated to Minister Hayes in relation to Forestry, Horticulture, the Greyhound Industry 
and Food Safety under Statutory Instrument No. 371 of 2013.  The legislation has been del-
egated in full and there is no other legislation which has been delegated to him.

As Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine I retain overall responsibility for all the 
functions of my Department, therefore the Civil Servants within the Department report to me 
generally and to the Minister of State in respect of the delegated functions.

SCHEDULE

Part 1

Bee Pest Prevention (Ireland) Act 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 34)

Agricultural Produce (Fresh Meat) Acts, 1930 to 1988

Slaughter of Cattle and Sheep Acts, 1934 to 1936

Pigs and Bacon Acts, 1935 to 1988

Noxious Weeds Act 1936 (No. 38 of 1936)

Forestry Acts, 1946 to 2009

Poultry Hatcheries Act 1947 (No. 49 of 1947)

Agricultural Produce (Meat) (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1954 (No. 33 of 1954)

Fertilisers, Feeding Stuffs and Mineral Mixtures Act 1955 (No. 8 of 1955)

Greyhound Industry Acts, 1958 and 1993

Agricultural Produce (Meat) (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1978 (No. 13 of 1978)

Milk (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1979 (No. 24 of 1979)

Bovine Diseases (Levies) Acts, 1979 to 1996

Plant Varieties (Proprietary Rights) Acts, 1980 and 1998

Abattoirs Act 1988 (No. 8 of 1988)

Animal Remedies Act 1993 (No. 23 of 1993)

Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 (No. 29 of 2011)

Part 2

European Communities (Caseins and Caseinates) Regulations 1985 (S.I. No. 248 of 1985)

European Communities (Marketing of Vegetable Propagating and Planting Material other 
than Seed) Regulations 1994 (S.I. No. 159 of 1994)

European Communities (Animal Remedies and Medicated feedingstuffs) Regulations 1994 
(S.I. No. 176 of 1994)
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European Communities (Labelling of Beef and Beef Products) Regulations 2000 (S.I. No. 
435 of 2000)

European Communities (Beet Seed) Regulations 2001 (S.I. No. 142 of 2001)

European Communities (Vegetable Seeds) Regulations 2001 (S.I. No. 306 of 2001)

European Communities (Seed of Fodder Plants) Regulations 2002 (S.I. No. 198 of 2002)

European Communities (National Catalogue of Agricultural Plant Varieties) Regulations 
2002 (S.I. No. 525 of 2002)

European Communities (Marketing of Forest Reproductive Material) Regulations 2002 
(S.I. No. 618 of 2002)

European Communities (Seed of Oil Plants and Fibre Plants) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 
280 of 2003)

European Communities (Dehydrated Preserved Milk) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 298 of 
2003)

European Communities (Organic Farming) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No 112 of 2004)

European Communities (Monitoring of Zoonoses) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 154 of 2004)

European Communities (Removal of Bovine Vertebral Column) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 
528 of 2004)

European Communities (Fertiliser) Regulations 2005 (S.I. No. 384 of 2005)

European Communities (Control of salmonella in breeding flocks of domestic fowl) Regu-
lations 2006 (S.I. No. 706 of 2006)

European Communities (Plastics and other materials) (Contact with food) Regulations 2007 
(S.I. No. 587 of 2007)

European Communities (Animal Remedies) (No. 2) Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 786 of 2007)

European Communities (Control of salmonella in laying flocks of domestic fowl) Regula-
tions 2008 (S.I. No. 247 of 2008)

European Communities (Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies and Animal By-
products) Regulations 2008 (S.I. No. 252 of 2008)

European Communities (Pesticide Residues) Regulations 2008 (S.I. No. 565 of 2008)

European Communities (Organic Farming) (Amendment) Regulations 2009 (S.I. No. 30 of 
2009)

European Communities (Control of salmonella in broilers) Regulations 2009 (S.I. No. 64 
of 2009)

European Communities (Marketing Standards for Eggs) Regulations 2009 (S.I. No. 140 of 
2009)

European Communities (Control of Animal Remedies and their Residues) Regulations 2009 
(S.I. No. 183 of 2009)
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European Communities (Food and Feed Hygiene) Regulations 2009 (S.I. No. 432 of 2009)

European Communities (Notification of Small Hive Beetle and Tropilaelaps Mite) Regula-
tions 2009 (S.I. No. 589 of 2009)

European Communities (Control of salmonella in turkeys) Regulations 2010 (S.I. No. 99 
of 2010)

European Communities (Marketing Standards for Poultrymeat) Regulations2010 (S.I. No. 
328 of 2010)

European Communities (Poultry and Hatching Eggs) Regulations 2010 (S.I. No. 564 of 
2010)

Diseases of Animals Act 1966 (Control of Salmonella in Ducks) Order 2010 (S.I. No. 565 
of 2010)

European Communities (Marketing of Fruit Plant Propagating Material) Regulations 2011 
(S.I. No. 384 of 2011)

European Communities (Official Controls on the Import of Food of Non- Animal Origin for 
Pesticide Residues) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 426 of 2011)

European Communities (Aerial Fertilisation) (Forestry) Regulations 2012 (S.I. No. 125 of 
2012)

Destructive Insects and Pests Acts 1958 and 1991 (Chalara fraxinea  ) (No.2) Order 2012 
(S.I. No. 431 of 2012)

European Union (Cereal Seeds) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 217 of 2013)

10/06/2014WRT02550Agriculture Schemes Payments

10/06/2014WRT02600421. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding farm payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24681/14]

10/06/2014WRT02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
the land parcels declared by the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed 
that several of the land parcels declared by the person named contained ineligible features.  
While this had an impact on payment under the Single Payment Scheme, as the person named 
was found to have more land after inspection than the maximum payable area under the Dis-
advantaged Area Scheme, this payment was not affected.  Similarly, this review did not have a 
bearing on the Grassland Sheep Scheme payment for the person named.

As the person named submitted an application for a review of my Department’s decision, a 
visit by a Department official to verify the position was necessary to progress the matter.  This 
verification visit was conducted and the file was processed.  The applicant was informed of the 
outcome of this inspection in a letter dated 20 May 2014 and informed of her right to submit an 
appeal to the LPIS Appeals Committee.

10/06/2014WRT02750Animal Identification Schemes
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10/06/2014WRT02800422. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason he is allowing his Department to restrict persons who are dealing in cattle (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24682/14]

10/06/2014WRT02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The require-
ment for cattle dealers to obtain a Certificate of Compliance prior to the movement of animals 
from their holding directly to another keeper was introduced from February 1st 2013.  This 
requirement was already in place for many years for all other keepers moving bovines directly 
from their holding to another holding and was extended to dealers in order to ensure that move-
ments of animals out of all herds, including dealers’ herds, are pre-cleared against data already 
held by my Department.  

Prior to the extension of this requirement to dealers, dealers notified bovine movements out 
of their herds using the NBAS 31G form and, given that these forms were recorded onto the 
Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) database post-movement, these movements could 
not be validated against animal and keeper data already held on the Department’s databases.  
This measure has strengthened the integrity of data maintained on the AIM system.   

10/06/2014WRT02950Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

10/06/2014WRT03000423. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason for the delay in the REP scheme 2013 payment in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo; if he will expedite the application and the issue of the payment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24711/14]

10/06/2014WRT03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in January 2010 and received payments for the first three years of 
their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is subject to 
EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be com-
pleted before any payments can issue.  Following the administrative check an area discrepancy 
was discovered between the Single Farm Payment Scheme application for 2014 and the REPS 
Agri-Environmental Plan which had resulted in the necessity for further clarification.  This is-
sue has now been resolved and the 75% Year 4 payment has now been authorised for payment 
and will issue shortly.  The remaining 25% balancing payment will issue thereafter.    

10/06/2014WRT03150Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

10/06/2014WRT03200424. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the representa-
tions he has made to Prime Minister Cameron in relation to disclosing top secret documents 
relating to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[24095/14]

10/06/2014WRT03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The atrocities which 
were perpetrated against innocent men, women and children in the bombings in Dublin and 
Monaghan in May 1974 stand out in our collective memory as particularly bloody episodes in 
the history of conflict on this island.   I know that the resulting pain is still felt by the survivors 
and the victims’ families, despite the passage of 40 years, and our thoughts are with them.

As the Deputy will know the late Mr. Justice Henry Barron carried out a detailed and pains-



10 June 2014

284

taking inquiry into those awful events and, indeed, other atrocities that took place between 
1972 and 1976 in which so many innocent people lost their lives.  Related matters were also 
investigated by a Commission of Investigation carried out by Patrick McEntee SC.  While ac-
knowledging co-operation received from the British authorities, both the Barron and McEntee 
inquiries concluded that they had been limited somewhat by not having access to certain British 
Government documents which may be relevant to their terms of reference.

This House and Seanad Éireann have unanimously called on the British Government to 
make this documentation available.  It is a matter of regret that, to date, it has not proved pos-
sible for access to be made available to such documentation.

The Taoiseach, as he has stated to this House, has raised the matter directly with the British 
Prime Minister, David Cameron and the Tánaiste has raised the matter with his counterpart, the 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Theresa Villiers.  The Government remains in discus-
sions with the British Government in support of the families’ request for access to documenta-
tion.

10/06/2014WRT03350National Disability Strategy Implementation Plan Issues

10/06/2014WRT03400425. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will out-
line the national disability strategy and the way persons with disabilities are being dealt with; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24256/14]

10/06/2014WRT03500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): 
The National Disability Strategy was launched by Government in September 2004 and under-
pins the participation of people with disabilities in Irish society by building on existing policy 
and legislation.  The implementation of the Strategy continues to be the focus of Government 
policy.  Key elements include the Disability Act 2005, the Education for Persons with Special 
Educational Needs Act 2004, the Citizens Information Act 2007 and the Sectoral Plans of six 
Departments which set out how they will deliver services to people with disabilities.

In line with the Programme for Government commitment a National Disability Strategy 
Implementation Plan (NDSIP) was published in July 2013, the first such implementation plan 
to be put in place since the launch of the Strategy in 2004.  The Implementation Plan was 
developed with the identification by Departments of actions, timelines and key performance 
indicators.  Significant discussion was undertaken between the disability stakeholders and Gov-
ernment Departments to reach agreement on the suite of actions contained in the Plan.  The Plan 
sets out the practical measures across all Government Departments that will be taken to advance 
the Strategy and ensure that available resources are used to best effect and that the needs of 
those we consider a priority continue to be addressed.

Progress on the Implementation Plan is reviewed by the National Disability Strategy Imple-
mentation Group (NDSIG) through thematic meetings which deal with specific issues.  Such 
meetings are attended by all relevant bodies to ensure cross-sectoral input and review.  All ac-
tions in the Plan relevant to the chosen issue are discussed and the progress made is mapped 
against commitments in the Plan.  Two such thematic meetings were held in quarter 4 of 2013 
and focused on the themes of Irish Sign Language and Housing.

10/06/2014WRT03525Judicial Appointments

10/06/2014WRT03600426. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her approval 
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has been sought or is required for the appointment of an additional taxing master; if she satis-
fied with the current volume of case work being undertaken by the taxing masters; her plans to 
overhaul the current system; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24693/14]

10/06/2014WRT03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy may be 
aware, taxing masters are independent office holders attached to the High Court and are ap-
pointed by the Government.  The positions of the Taxing Master and their offices are governed 
by the Courts Officers Act 1926 and the Courts (Supplemental Provisions) Act 1961.  Their 
powers and duties are governed by the Courts (Supplemental Provisions) Act 1961 and the 
Courts and Court Officers Act 1995.  There are currently two Taxing Masters who perform 
functions of a judicial nature in respect of legal costs with the aim of establishing a fair relation-
ship between the services rendered and the cost of those services. 

In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have made inquiries and the Courts Service has 
informed me that statistics in relation to the taxation of costs in the High Court are published in 
the Courts Service Annual Report, see details set out in the following table.

Year Summonses Issued Certificates Issued
2013 1350 345
2012 1221 367
2011 1820 796
The taxing masters also deliver written and oral rulings in relation to their adjudications. 

I am informed that the waiting time for a date for the taxation of costs at present is 10 weeks 
from the date of issue of a notice of taxation.  The Courts Service has indicated that the volume 
of work being dealt with by the Taxing Masters is such that delays can occur in delivery of con-
sidered rulings, particularly in the more difficult cases.

The Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011, which has completed Committee Stage in the 
Dáil and and in respect of which I expect Report Stage to be completed in the current session, 
provides for the establishment of a new Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicators to replace the 
Taxing-Masters’ Office.  The new Office, headed by a Chief Legal Costs Adjudicator, will 
modernise the way disputed legal costs are adjudicated upon, with greater transparency.  The 
determinations of the Adjudicators will be guided by Legal Costs Principles.  A publicly acces-
sible Register of Determinations, which will include the outcomes and reasons for determina-
tions about disputed legal costs, will be established and maintained.  I am considering further 
amendments in relation to the management and efficiency of the operation of the Office of the 
Legal Costs Adjudicator under the Bill that I hope to bring forward for Report Stage.  The ap-
pointment of an additional Taxing-Master does not arise as the necessary reforms are already 
under way.  

10/06/2014WRU00150Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRU00200427. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the legislative pro-
visions in respect of her Department that have been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but 
have not come into effect to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24154/14]

10/06/2014WRU00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is contained in the table.
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Provisions not yet enacted Commencement Order Date for Commencement Order
Property Service (Regulation) Act 
2011 

Part 10 (Maintenance of Profes-
sional Competence of Licensees)

Yet to be commenced. Intended to commence Part 10 
during 2014.  This will require 
the putting in place of a range 
of courses for licensed Property 
Service Providers.

Courts and Civil Law (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2013  

Section 2(2) and 2(3) 

Yet to be commenced. Commencement expected shortly.

Fines (Payment and Recovery) 
Act 2014

Act will be commenced in stages. It is expected that an order to com-
mence the first stage, which will 
provide for the payment of fines 
by instalments, will be made at the 
end of 2014.

Criminal Justice Act 2011 Partially commenced. 

Section 5 of Part 1 and section 
7(c) and sections 9 to 14 of Part 2 
have yet to be commenced.

It is expected that the remain-
ing sections will be commenced 
shortly.

National Vetting Bureau (Children 
and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012

Yet to be commenced. As I have previously indicated, 
elements of the Act concerning the 
disclosure of convictions are under 
review at present having regard to 
a recent judgment of the UK Court 
of Appeal in (On the Applica-
tion of) T and others - v - Chief 
Constable of Greater Manchester 
[2013].  Any modifications neces-
sary to the Act will be addressed 
in advance of commencement 
by way of amendments to the 
Criminal Justice (Spent Convic-
tions) Bill 2012 to which this 
Act is closely linked. That Bill is 
awaiting Report Stage in the Dáil 
and it is expected that the Act will 
be commenced this year.

Criminal Justice Act 2013 Section 5 of Part 2 has yet to be 
commenced.

Commencement of section 5 is 
not imminent.  Progress on the ne-
gotiation of the proposed 4th EU 
Directive on Money Laundering 
will have a bearing on the issue.

10/06/2014WRU00350Visa Applications

10/06/2014WRU00400428. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if, in the 
case of applicants for Irish visas who are members of the LGBT community, and whose home 
countries retain punitive laws against homosexuality and-or transgender persons, there exists a 
difficulty for these persons to supply full information to consular staff which may be required 
for certain types of visa if there is a risk that doing so would prompt a referral to the domestic 
authorities; the guarantees the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service offer to LGBT ap-
plicants in order that they can safely disclose all relevant information; if this is clearly commu-
nicated prior to application; if her attention has been drawn to any cases where this discrepancy 
led to an inadvertent rejection of a visa application; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24161/14]
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10/06/2014WRU00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Irish visa applica-
tion system does not require an applicant to state their sexual orientation nor is it relevant to the 
consideration of the application. Where the application is for the purpose of family reunifica-
tion, applications based on same-sex or heterosexual relationship are treated in exactly the same 
way. This is made clear throughout the Policy Document on Third Country Family Reunifica-
tion which has been in force since the start of this year. I acknowledge that, in such cases, the 
nature of the relationship would be clear to the visa officer where they are aware of the gender 
of both the applicant and a sponsoring partner in Ireland.

However, I can assure the Deputy that information supplied in a visa application is subject 
to all Irish data protection legislation and cannot be, without the permission of the applicant, 
supplied to a third party. It is not the practice to refer information supplied in a visa applica-
tion to domestic authorities in the applicant’s home country. If an applicant feels that they are 
constrained in submitting supporting documentation to a Visa Office or Irish consular mission 
in their own country, it is open to them to submit that documentation by post or courier to the 
headquarters of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service in Dublin where it can be as-
sociated with the on-line visa application and the decision made there. Arrangements can also 
be made to return this documentation directly to the applicant.

I am advised by INIS that it is not aware of any discrepancy in this area as stated by the 
Deputy nor is it aware of any case where there has been a refusal, inadvertent or otherwise, of 
a visa application on grounds of a person’s sexual orientation or lack of full disclosure thereof. 
If the Deputy has any information which suggests otherwise, she should forward it to me and I 
will arrange to have it investigated.

10/06/2014WRU00550Personal Insolvency Practitioners

10/06/2014WRU00600429. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she is satisfied that the new personal insolvency regime is providing a solution to the many 
persons in insolvency; if she is further satisfied with the level of engagement the financial in-
stitutions are taking in the service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24177/14]

10/06/2014WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Insolvency Service 
of Ireland (ISI) has overseen the introduction of the new alternatives to bankruptcy introduced 
by the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 - the Debt Relief Notice (DRN), the Debt Settlement 
Arrangement (DSA) and the Personal Insolvency Arrangement (PIA), as well as a reformed 
bankruptcy regime.  As a result, insolvent debtors now have a suite of options available to them 
to deal with their indebtedness.

The availability of these options has also encouraged creditors and debtors to reach settle-
ments through informal arrangements.   This would not have happened were it not for the intro-
duction of the new debt solutions and the reform of bankruptcy.

I am advised by the ISI that it is seeing a steady increase in the number of cases coming 
before it and the continued uptake of insolvency arrangements demonstrates that creditors are 
engaging with the process.  The development by ISI of protocols between creditors and practi-
tioners covering DSAs and PIAs are expected to further assist in that regard.

The personal insolvency legislation is not set in stone and I will introduce whatever amend-
ments prove to be necessary to ensure its success. I can assure the Deputy that my Department 
and the ISI will continue to keep the effectiveness of the legislation under review and any nec-
essary amendments will be introduced when required.
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10/06/2014WRU00750State Pathology Laboratory

10/06/2014WRU00800430. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the State Pathologist’s office moving to the former Garda station at Whitehall, Dublin 
9. [24184/14]

10/06/2014WRU00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Office of Public 
Works (OPW) has agreed to make the former Whitehall Garda station available for the reloca-
tion of the State Pathology Office and to carry out the necessary refurbishment work.  The proj-
ect is being actively pursued in conjunction with the OPW and in consultation with all relevant 
stakeholders.

10/06/2014WRU00950Prisoner Transfers

10/06/2014WRU01000431. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that an Irish citizen (details supplied) is presently incarcerated in Beate-
berg prison, Stockholm, has applied to be transferred to prison in Ireland and the procedure has 
already been initiated; the length of time this procedure will take; if same will be expedited in 
view of the fact that the person’s imprisonment is due to terminate at the end of the year; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [24271/14]

10/06/2014WRU01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Prison Service that an application by a prisoner (details supplied) for a transfer to a prison in 
this jurisdiction, under the Council of Europe Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons, 
was received in May 2014. Requests for the reports necessary to make a decision on the ap-
plication were subsequently issued and upon receipt of same, the application will be processed 
in the normal manner.

Each case is judged on its individual merits and cases are processed as quickly as possible. 
Cases can take anywhere between 3 months and 2 years to be completed and can take even lon-
ger in some extreme cases. Some of the reasons for delays include;  incomplete documentation 
which has to be returned to the requestor or their legal representatives, the relevant requested 
documentation not submitted with the original request which is a common occurrence, for ex-
ample  birth certificate or copy of passport. Delays can also take place in the sending jurisdic-
tion which are out of my Department’s control.

10/06/2014WRU01150Asylum Applications

10/06/2014WRU01200432. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to implement 
an amnesty for asylum seekers who have been here for more than five years, or any other mea-
sures to reduce waiting lists; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24316/14]

10/06/2014WRU01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are no plans to 
grant an amnesty to asylum seekers based on the length of time spent in the asylum system.  
The Deputy might wish to note that at EU Level, the Member States, in agreeing the European 
Pact on Immigration and Asylum at the European Council in October 2008 made specific com-
mitments “to use only case-by-case regularisation, rather than generalised regularisation, under 
national law, for humanitarian or economic reasons”.  While the Pact is not legally binding, 
the political commitment among Member States, then and now, is clearly against any form of 
process that would in any way legitimise the status of persons present in the State without first 
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examining the merits of their individual cases.  In Ireland’s case there are also considerations 
based on maintaining the integrity of the Common Travel Area with the UK which must be tak-
en into account. Any significant departure from well established policies in this respect would 
have a major impact on the operation of the Common Travel Area both here and in the United 
Kingdom.It must also be emphasised that broad regularisation programmes are problematic, in 
particular as they could give rise to unpredictable and potentially very costly impacts across 
the full range of public and social services. Clearly there would also be significant issues for 
the labour marker in the context of the very large number of people unemployed in the State. 
Similar issues would arise in respect of access to the housing market and its related supports.

Measures have recently been taken with a view to delivering improvements in the process-
ing of protection applications. The Deputy will be aware that the European Union (Subsidiary 
Protection) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 426 of 2013) were signed into law by my predecessor 
last November. Under the new Regulations, responsibility for the processing of applications for 
subsidiary protection was transferred from my Department to the Office of the Refugee Appli-
cations Commissioner (ORAC) with appeals to be dealt with by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal 
(RAT).  Both of these bodies are independent in the exercise of their statutory functions and 
they have substantial experience in the area of asylum investigations and appeals, respectively. 
Additional resources have been allocated to the establishment and operation of the new ar-
rangements for the processing of these cases which include the engagement of a panel of legally 
qualified persons to process cases, personal interviews for each applicant at the first instance 
and the opportunity for an applicant to appeal a negative recommendation of the ORAC to the 
RAT. The ORAC, in consultation with the UNHCR, have recently published on its website 
details of how it will prioritise the process of scheduling persons for interview taking into ac-
count, inter-alia, dealing with applicants who are longest in the system first.  The intention is 
to process as many of these cases to finality as soon as possible to include consideration of any 
leave to remain aspects arising.

Legislative reform aimed at establishing a single application procedure in the area of inter-
national protection remains a key priority. I will be reviewing the work done to date in respect 
of the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill in consultation with my officials, following 
which I will decide on how best to progress the implementation of the Government’s priorities, 
particularly those relating to the establishment of a single application procedure for the inves-
tigation of all grounds for protection and any other grounds presented by applicants seeking to 
remain in the State.

10/06/2014WRU01350Anti-Social Behaviour

10/06/2014WRU01400433. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide an 
account of the anti-social behaviour in Howth, County Dublin, which occurred on Saturday, 31 
May last; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24332/14]

10/06/2014WRU01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Garda authorities that local Garda management became aware of a group of approximately 500 
young people arriving in the Howth area on Saturday, 31 May 2014 and gathering around the 
East Pier, Claremont Beach and Harbour Road areas.

Gardaí from Howth, Raheny and Clontarf Garda Stations, assisted by a Public Order Unit, 
attended the scene and directed the group which had gathered to leave the area.  This was suc-
cessfully achieved by supervising the group while they made their way to the DART Station 
where they boarded trains back to the city centre. I am advised that there were no reported in-
cidents of assault, robbery, theft or other criminal incidents on the day relating to the presence 
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of large crowds in Howth.

I am further advised that local Garda management have put in place a number of policing 
arrangements to prevent the occurrence of similar events in the future. These include increased 
patrols and checkpoints in the area, ongoing contact with DART management and liaison with 
local shops and businesses regarding the sale of intoxicating liquor.

A Regional Operational Plan is also in place to combat under-age alcohol consumption and 
alcohol consumption in public spaces during the summer months throughout the Dublin Met-
ropolitan Region (DMR). This will involve the enforcement of legislation regulating the sale, 
supply and consumption of alcohol as well as relevant public order legislation.

Finally, I am advised that local Garda management closely monitors patrols and other op-
erational strategies, in light of crime trends and policing needs of the area in question, and the 
situation will be kept under review to ensure that optimum use is made of Garda resources.

10/06/2014WRU01550Garda Equipment

10/06/2014WRU01600434. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
mountain bikes allocated to the Garda R and J districts in 2012 and 2013; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [24334/14]

10/06/2014WRU01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the provision and allocation of Garda resources, including mountain bikes, is a matter 
for the Garda Commissioner in the context of her identified operational requirements.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the number of mountain bikes allocated to the 
Garda R and J Districts in 2012 and 2013 is as set out in the following table:

Garda District 2012 2013
R District 12 12
J District 12 12

10/06/2014WRU01750Firearms Certificates

10/06/2014WRU01800435. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide in tabular form the number of handguns, to include pistols and revolvers, in respect of 
which firearm certificates were refused and-or declined by An Garda Síochána for the periods 
specified (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24337/14]

10/06/2014WRU01900436. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide in tabular form the number of handguns, to include pistols and revolvers, in respect of 
which the renewal of firearm certificates was refused and-or declined by An Garda Síochána 
for the periods specified (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24338/14]

10/06/2014WRU02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 435 and 436 together.

I have been informed by An Garda Síochána that the information sought is not available.  
The previous database maintained by them prior to the introduction of a new system of fire-
arms licensing in 2009 did not record applications or categorise certificates under the status of 
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refused.

10/06/2014WRU02050Adoption Data

10/06/2014WRU02100437. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she or her De-
partment received a report from Adoption Rights Now outlining concerns regarding adoption 
in Ireland since 1922 and about high mortality rates amongst infants in particular institutions; 
the actions that have been taken since she received the report; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [24398/14]

10/06/2014WRU02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Department of Jus-
tice and Equality has not received any report from Adoption Rights Now.

10/06/2014WRU02250Garda Investigations

10/06/2014WRU02300438. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views 
on recent reports of rising rates of uninvestigated corporate fraud and white-collar crime; her 
plans to increase the resources and-or funding available to the Data Protection Commissioner 
and the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[24455/14]

10/06/2014WRU02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am of course aware 
of the recent reports about the conduct of white collar crime investigations and have received a 
report from the Garda Commissioner on the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation’s functions, 
which I will be discussing with her in the near future.

While the detailed allocation of Garda resources is a matter for the Commissioner, I am 
concerned to ensure that there are effective arrangements in place to investigate complex crime 
of this nature.  I therefore welcome the comprehensive review and strategic realignment an-
nounced by the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána’s capacity to deal with emerging and 
complex crime and my Department will remain in contact with An Garda Síochána about this 
matter, including in the context of the specific issues raised in recent reports referred to by the 
Deputy.

With regard to the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner, whose resources come un-
der the aegis of my Department, it should be noted that in 2013 there was a 20% increase in the 
budget for the Office (compared with 2012), and also that additional staffing resources were put 
in place including such specialist staff as a Chief Technology Advisor and a Legal Advisor.  I 
am committed to ensuring that the Office has the necessary resources to perform its functions 
and I can assure the Deputy this matter is under active review at present.

10/06/2014WRU02450Road Traffic Legislation

10/06/2014WRU02500439. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 150 of 19 February 2014, if she will provide an update on whether 
the technical and administrative arrangements required to bring section 44 of the Road Traffic 
Act 2010 into effect are now in progress; the timeline for the implementation of these required 
technical and administrative arrangements; if An Garda Síochána has provided an estimate to 
her Department of the projected cost of updating its systems in order for section 44 to be com-
menced; if she will report on the contents of this estimate and the items included therein; and if 
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it has been agreed that the necessary funding will be allocated to An Garda Síochána to pay for 
the update of its system. [24508/14]

10/06/2014WRU02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Garda authorities that the examination of the substantial technical and administrative arrange-
ments required to effectively implement section 44 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 is ongoing.   
An outline implementation plan, with costings, is being prepared by An Garda Síochána, and 
will be considered as part of the work of the Criminal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System) 
Working Group.

10/06/2014WRU02650Fixed Charge Processing System

10/06/2014WRU02700440. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to Parliamentary Question Nos. 177 to 183, inclusive, of 2 April 2014, if she will provide an 
update on the progress of the implementation of recommendations Nos. 2.7, 2.8 and 3.1 of the 
Garda Síochána Inspectorate report entitled The Fixed Charge Processing System: A 21st Cen-
tury Strategy which had been identified as under way; if recommendations Nos. 2.1, 3.8, 3.10 
of the report have been implemented within the identified six to eight week timeframe; and the 
status of work to implement recommendation 3.2 of the report. [24509/14]

10/06/2014WRU02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that the Criminal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System) Working Group was estab-
lished to oversee and facilitate the implementation of the recommendations of the Report of the 
Garda Síochána Inspectorate into the Fixed Charge Processing System.  The Working Group is 
due to report to myself and the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in the coming weeks 
with respect to progress in relation to implementation of the Report’s recommendations, includ-
ing those referred to by the Deputy, and I expect to be in a position to put this information in the 
public domain in the near future. 

10/06/2014WRU02850Proposed Legislation

10/06/2014WRU02900441. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will review 
the Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act 1989 in order to introduce provisions to deal with 
racist crimes including definitions of racial hatred; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24521/14]

10/06/2014WRU03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is important not to 
confuse legislation to combat incitement to hatred and the wider legislative framework to com-
bat racist crimes.

The Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act 1989 cannot and was never intended to deal 
with the entirety of racist crime. It only addresses incitement to hatred. The word “hatred” is 
defined in the Act as “hatred against a group of persons in the State or elsewhere on account of 
their race, colour, nationality, religion, ethnic or national origins, membership of the travelling 
community or sexual orientation”.

Where other criminal offences such as assault, criminal damage, or public order offences 
are committed with a racist motive, they are prosecuted as generic offences through the wider 
criminal law. The trial judge can take aggravating factors, including racist motivation, into ac-
count at sentencing.
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A cross-Departmental review of Ireland’s Integration Strategy, including measures to ad-
dress racism, is being led by my Department’s Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration. 
In addition, the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality is doing work on 
integration, multiculturalism and combating racism. The issue of strengthening the law to com-
bat racism will be considered in the context of the outcome of these reviews.

10/06/2014WRU03050Data Protection

10/06/2014WRU03100442. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her attention 
has been drawn to concerns regarding a security breach (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [24536/14]

10/06/2014WRU03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The article referred to 
in the Deputy’s question is another manifestation of allegations about certain surveillance pro-
grammes operated by foreign intelligence services.  While I, of course, fully understand the 
concerns which these revelations have given rise to, there is no information available to me to 
support the contention referred to.

We have, in this country, robust data protection legislation to protect individuals against 
unwarranted invasion into their privacy.

Access to call content is governed by the Interception of Postal Packets and Telecommu-
nications Messages (Regulation) Act 1993 and may only take place under Ministerial warrant.

Access to retained data in this jurisdiction is governed by the Communications (Retention of 
Data) Act 2011.  Under the Act access may only be granted following a request to the particular 
mobile phone company or internet provider in connection with the prevention, detection, inves-
tigation or prosecution of a serious offence, the safeguarding of the security of the State or the 
saving of human life.

The operation of both Acts is subject to judicial oversight and there is a complaints proce-
dure which individuals can avail of if there is a concern that the Acts have been breached in 
relation to their calls or their data.

There are, therefore, lawful and legitimate reasons for law enforcement and other authori-
ties to require access to certain data.  Not least of these reasons is the need to protect our citizens 
from terrorist threats.

In doing so, however, it is necessary to ensure that the information used is properly obtained 
and subject to appropriate safeguards. The importance of protecting individual rights to privacy 
and ensuring respect for individual human rights contained in the European Convention on Hu-
man Rights is well recognised.

10/06/2014WRU03250Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRU03300443. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will list 
in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to powers delegated to the 
Minister of  State with special responsibility for disability, equality and mental health; if she 
will detail the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly to said Min-
ister of State and what they are responsible for; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24612/14]
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10/06/2014WRU03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): While there is no formal 
Delegation of Functions Order in place, the Minister of State’s role relates particularly to the 
equality and integration areas of the Department.  Staff of the Equality Divisions of the Depart-
ment (with responsibility for Traveller policy; disability legislation and coordination; gender 
equality; and employment equality, equal status and human rights legislation) report to her in 
relation to relevant issues and tasks as required.  The staff with primary day-to-day reporting 
responsibilities are at Principal (as Heads of Divisions) and Assistant Secretary level.

The Minister of State has also been given responsibility for taking the Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Bill 2013 through the Houses of the Oireachtas and for responding on behalf 
of the Government to a number of Private Members’ Bills in the equality area.

10/06/2014WRU03450Immigration Status

10/06/2014WRU03500444. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
the issuing of a Garda National Immigration Bureau card in respect of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24628/14]

10/06/2014WRU03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The issue of a residence 
permit by the Garda National Immigration Bureau does not arise at present in the case of the 
person whose details were supplied.

If the person has made an application for asylum or subsidiary protection, the Deputy may 
be aware that it is not the practice to comment  on such cases for so long as they are in the 
protection process.   The Deputy should be aware, however, that all protection applicants are 
issued with a temporary residence certificate or letter by the Office of the Refugee Applications 
Commissioner (ORAC) pending a final decision on their application.

10/06/2014WRV00150Legislative Programme

10/06/2014WRV00200445. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
being made in respect of the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24666/14]

10/06/2014WRV00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Criminal Justice 
(Spent Convictions) Bill 2012 has passed Committee Stage in the Dáil, having passed all stages 
in the Seanad.  However, before the Bill could be taken at Report Stage, a 2013 UK Court of 
Appeal judgment necessitated a review of the disclosure provisions in both the National Vet-
ting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 and the Spent Convictions Bill.  That 
review has been completed and amendments to the Vetting Act and consequential amendments 
to the Spent Convictions Bill are currently being drafted.  It is my intention that the Bill will be 
enacted as soon as possible.

10/06/2014WRV00350Residency Permits

10/06/2014WRV00400446. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if and when 
an updated Garda National Immigration Bureau card will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24688/14]

10/06/2014WRV00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by of-
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ficials in the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person referred to by the Deputy was issued with temporary permission to reside on 27 March 
2014, valid until 10 August 2014, pending final determination of her application for a perma-
nent residence card.  The Garda National Immigration Bureau have however advised that the 
person concerned has not as of yet registered this temporary permission.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by was of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view inadequate or too long awaited.

10/06/2014WRV00550Deportation Orders Re-examination

10/06/2014WRV00600447. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of revocation of a deportation order under section 3(11) of the Immi-
gration Act 1999, as amended, in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [24695/14]

10/06/2014WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I refer the Deputy to the 
Reply given to his Parliamentary Question No. 182 on 6 March 2014.  The status of the person 
concerned is as set out in that reply:

     I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that the person concerned is the subject of a Deportation Order following a comprehensive 
and thorough examination of her asylum claim. The effect of the Deportation Order is that 
the person concerned must leave the State and remain thereafter out of the State.  Representa-
tions were received from the person’s legal representative asking that her Deportation Order 
be revoked, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act, 1999 
(as amended). This application is under consideration at present. When a decision has been 
made on that application the outcome of that decision will be conveyed in writing to the per-
son concerned.

     Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in 
the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

10/06/2014WRV00750Firearms Theft

10/06/2014WRV00800448. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of instances of theft of firearms from firearms dealers’ premises in the past five years; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [24696/14]

10/06/2014WRV00900449. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of firearms stolen in each instance of theft from firearms dealers’ premises in the past five 
years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24697/14]
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10/06/2014WRV01000450. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of each firearm type by reference to handguns, rifles, shotguns, blank firing guns, antique 
guns and deactivated guns reported stolen in the past five years; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [24698/14]

10/06/2014WRV01100451. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of firearms used in crimes in the past five years that were recovered by the Garda Síochána; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [24699/14]

10/06/2014WRV01200452. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of firearms recovered from crimes which were identified as having been stolen from li-
censed firearms’ owners, other than firearms stolen from firearms’ dealers or members of the 
Garda or Defence Forces, in the past five years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24700/14]

10/06/2014WRV01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 448 to 452, inclusive, together.  

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for a report in relation to these matters and will write 
to the Deputy when I have further information.

10/06/2014WRV01350Firearms Licences

10/06/2014WRV01400453. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
or the Garda Commissioner has commissioned an independent risk assessment in accordance 
with accepted best internationally recognised standards to determine the actual risk associated 
with lawful firearms’ ownership having regard to the legal requirements that apply to firearms 
licence applicants in this jurisdiction; if no such risk assessment has been undertaken, her views 
on whether this should be undertaken before any new legislative proposals are considered; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24701/14]

10/06/2014WRV01500454. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
meet representatives of various sports shooting associations regarding the maladministration of 
the firearms licensing laws by the Garda Síochána and whose arguments have been supported 
by almost 600 court judgments; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [24702/14]

10/06/2014WRV01600455. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality having 
regard to the widespread disquiet among sports shooting organisations at the manner in which 
the Garda has administered the firearms licensing code over the past four years, the enormous 
number of court judgments against the Garda arising from their members’ complaints and the 
importance of the integrity of the firearms licensing code for public safety, if she plans to in-
clude an examination of the way the Garda conducted the administration of the system in any of 
the statutory reviews into the Garda and its operations which are planned; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [24703/14]

10/06/2014WRV01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 453 to 455, inclusive, together.  

As the Deputy is aware, in light of public safety concerns highlighted by the Garda Síochána 
and difficulties in the interpretation of the legislation expressed by members of the Judiciary, 
my Department is currently examining key policy, legislative, administrative and other issues 
relating to firearms licensing in conjunction with the Garda Síochána.  I expect to receive and 
consider a report in relation to these matters in the near future.  When I have considered that 
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report I will consider what further action is necessary in relation to the firearms licensing sys-
tem, including the proposal from interest groups for an examination of relevant administrative 
issues by the Garda Inspectorate.

Officials of my Department met key interest groups in late 2013 and early 2014 who set out 
their concerns in relation to a range of issues regarding firearms licensing at that time. These 
interest groups have also communicated their views directly to me, as well as to all Oireachtas 
members. Further consultation with relevant stakeholders will take place when I have consid-
ered the report and before any decisions are finalised in relation to proposals for change to the 
firearms licensing system. I will decide on the nature of the consultation and what meetings are 
appropriate at the time I am considering the report.

In so far as a risk assessment is concerned, I am advised that the draft report has regard to 
recent relevant EU Commission reports and developments in other jurisdictions in relation to 
public safety. However, I should say that it is difficult to see how any risk assessment could 
foresee the tragic events in Dunblane, Scotland in 2006, Utoya, Norway in 2011, Sandy Hook, 
Connecticut in 2012 or Santa Barbara, California in May 2014.  Mass shootings are happening 
with increasing frequency and a common theme is that the firearms used are legally owned. I 
think it is only right that we consider options now, rather than endure a similar tragedy here, 
when people will rightly ask why we as legislators did nothing to prevent it.

10/06/2014WRV01750Garda Recruitment

10/06/2014WRV01800456. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
members of the Garda Síochána to be recruited this year; the number of applicants who have 
been accepted to stage three of the application process; how many applicants have been ac-
cepted to stage four of the application process; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[24733/14]

10/06/2014WRV01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is intended that the 
first intake of new Garda trainees who have successfully completed all stages of the recruitment 
process will enter the Garda College in July of this year.  They will participate in the new train-
ing programme over the remainder of 2014 and it is expected that they will attest in early 2015.  
At that stage they will be assigned to Garda stations throughout the country by the Garda Com-
missioner.  It is hoped to have further recruits entering training in Templemore in the remainder 
of 2014.  The precise number of recruits to be included in each intake will be determined by a 
number of factors including retirements and will be decided shortly.

The Public Appointments Service (PAS) is managing the recruitment process for the Garda 
Commissioner and I have no direct involvement in the matter.  I have, however, been informed 
that some 25,000 applications were received for the current competition.  It is understood that 
around 18,000 candidates completed stage 1 tests, and of these approximately 13,000 reached 
a satisfactory standard. These 13,000 candidates were placed in three Bands in order of merit.  
All candidates have been informed by PAS of the results of these tests and of their position in 
each Band.

The top 5,000 candidates were placed in Band 1.  These were then called to the next stages 
of the competition which involved further online unsupervised assessment tests.  The top 600 
of the 3,500 who were successful were brought to a supervised assessment centre, and ap-
proximately 330 of those successful at this stage were called for interviews.  Those successful 
at interview stage are now being processed through medical examinations, physical tests and 
security checks.  All these tests are designed to identify candidates who are suitable to be a 
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Garda trainee.  Candidates who are successful through all stages will be placed on a panel for 
entry into training in the Garda College.

10/06/2014WRV01950Garda Training

10/06/2014WRV02000457. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the college of the 
Garda Síochána in Templemore in County Tipperary is prepared for the commencement of new 
Garda recruits; if an academic and training programme has been finalised for the new recruits; 
if the physical infrastructure of the Garda college is still fit for purpose; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [24734/14]

10/06/2014WRV02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A recruitment campaign 
for new recruits to An Garda Síochána is currently under way, the first since 2009.  It is intended 
that the first intake of new Garda trainees who have successfully completed all stages of the 
recruitment process will enter the Garda College in July of this year.  They will participate in 
the new training programme over the remainder of 2014 and it is expected that they will attest in 
early 2015.  It is hoped to have further recruits entering training in Templemore in the remain-
der of 2014.  The precise number of recruits to be included in each intake will be determined by 
a number of factors including retirements and will be decided shortly.

In February 2008 the Garda Commissioner established a group to review training and devel-
opment for Garda and Civilian staff in the Garda Síochána.  The Garda Síochána Training and 
Development Review Group Report was published in May 2009.  The objective of the review 
group was to make recommendations to improve and reinvigorate Garda training in line with 
best practice in order to meet the new challenges of a changing society.

The review group carried out an extensive analysis of the training needs of the Force and 
consulted widely with staff across all ranks and grades. They engaged with different organisa-
tions including the following:

 - Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC)

 - Garda Inspectorate

 - HETEC

 - External training providers including

 - University College Dublin

 - Dublin Institute of Technology

 - Institute of Public Administration.

As a result of this review the student/probationer training programme has been radically 
restructured into three phases.  Phase I is for 32 weeks at the Garda College, at the end of which 
successful students will be attested (i.e. become members of the Garda Síochána with full police 
powers).  Phase II is for 65 weeks based in Garda stations, and Phase III consists of seven weeks 
of exam preparation, exams and assessments (total 104 weeks).  The new programme will now 
result in an award of a Bachelor of Arts (Level 7) in Police Studies, and the programme will be 
delivered using a problem based learning approach.

The main differences between the new and the current programme is that the new pro-
gramme carries a greater emphasis on operational policing and focuses on real life scenarios 
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which in turn prepare students better for the policing challenges they will face. The new pro-
gramme will also instil a lifelong learning philosophy for members of the Garda Síochána, with 
a suite of mandatory and elective courses made available.  In terms of the Garda College itself, 
the Office of Public Works is undertaking work to the accommodation with four blocks having 
been completed to date.  Competitions for the filling of staff requirements at Garda, Sergeant 
and Inspector rank to act as Instructors at the Garda College are currently under way.

10/06/2014WRV02150Garda Investigations

10/06/2014WRV02200458. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her De-
partment has any records of any Garda investigations of the mother and baby home in Tuam, 
County Galway that was run by Sisters of Bon Secours; if any reports to her Department note 
the high level of infant mortality in the home; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[24795/14]

10/06/2014WRV02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware, an interdepartmental process is under way to examine how these complex and tragic 
circumstances can be best addressed, beginning by gathering information from all relevant De-
partments.  My Department is participating in this process but as it did not have a role in rela-
tion to the inspection of institutions of this nature, or in monitoring levels of infant mortality, it 
would not have records of the type referred to by the Deputy.

10/06/2014WRV02350Hospice Services

10/06/2014WRV02400459. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 359 of 10 April 2014, if funding to address the shortfall and capital funding for expansion 
to Galway Hospice  in 2012 was put in place; if not, the reasons this funding was not put in 
place; the timeframe within which it will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24207/14]

10/06/2014WRV02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has again been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRV02550Medical Card Reviews

10/06/2014WRV02600460. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if discretionary medical card ap-
plicants who had their cards removed upon review in the past two years will have them restored 
in view of the recent announcement that reviews of such cards are to be suspended; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24087/14]

10/06/2014WRV02700524. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health in view of the recent deci-
sion to cease reviewing discretionary medical cards, if he will ensure that everyone who had a 
discretionary medical card and lost it will have it reinstated to them; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24478/14]

10/06/2014WRV02800529. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if spina bifida and hy-
drocephalus will be included in the list of conditions for entitlement to a medical card; if not the 
reasons for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24492/14]

10/06/2014WRV02900571. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a discretion-
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ary medical card is reinstated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath. 
[24789/14]

10/06/2014WRV03000574. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if an application for a 
medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare will be reassessed as 
a matter of urgency in view of the fact that their medical card granted on a discretionary basis 
was recently withdrawn; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24801/14]

10/06/2014WRV03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 460, 524, 529, 571 and 574 together.

The Government has decided to develop a new policy framework for eligibility for the 
award of medical cards to take account of on-going medical conditions. The HSE has estab-
lished an Expert Panel to examine the range of conditions that should be considered as a basis of 
eligibility and has been asked to make an early report to Government.  In this context, the HSE 
has decided to suspend reviews of medical cards where discretion had been exercised to take 
account of medical circumstances, pending the outcome of this process. This includes people 
who are currently in the appeals process. The HSE has extended eligibility of the individuals 
concerned, who are in the process of being advised in the normal way.

The Government is examining how best to address the situation of persons with serious 
medical conditions who had been issued with a medical card on a discretionary basis, but who 
have already completed the review process (and appeal process, as relevant) and who are not 
eligible to retain that card. The Government is examining the most effective and timely way of 
progressing such change.

10/06/2014WRV03150Health Services Staff Remuneration

10/06/2014WRV03200461. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when his Department will grant 
a lump sum gratuity owed to a retired person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24090/14]

10/06/2014WRV03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRV03350Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRV03400462. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the 
circumstances regarding a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 4; if 
he will review the refusal of a medical card in respect of the person in view of the fact that their 
condition is incurable and progressive; if a medical card will be issued; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24137/14]

10/06/2014WRV03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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10/06/2014WRW00150Medical Card Eligibility

10/06/2014WRW00200463. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to a que-
ry (details supplied) regarding medical cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24138/14]

10/06/2014WRW00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): If the question 
refers to a medical card review under the over-70 medical card scheme, the HSE is required to 
identify those persons who no longer have full eligibility as a result of the changes to the gross 
income limits from 1st January 2014.  The HSE has written to some 60,000 over-70s persons 
advising them that their eligibility for a medical card is under review in line with the new in-
come limits.  Those contacted can complete the review form on-line or on the form enclosed 
with the letter. In both cases, all documentary evidence requested must be provided.

If, however, the review is in respect of a medical card awarded following the exercise of 
discretion, the HSE has suspended reviews in progress where discretion was involved and ex-
tended eligibility. Families affected have been so advised in the normal way.

This is following on from the Government’s decision to develop a new ground of eligibility 
for the award of medical and/or GP visit cards on the basis of having specific on-going medical 
conditions which give rise to significant health care costs. The HSE has established an Expert 
Panel to examine the range of conditions that should be considered as a basis of eligibility and 
has been asked to make an early report to Government.

10/06/2014WRW00350Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WRW00400464. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the legislative provisions in re-
spect of his Department which have been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 but have not 
come into effect to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24152/14]

10/06/2014WRW00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Please see following table.

Name of Act Provisions of Act not yet 
commenced

Status

Nurses and Midwives Act 
2011

Sections 4(2), 9(2)(g)(ii), 
17(3), 37(2)(a), 39-45, 59(1) 
(b) (so far as it relates to a 
professional competence 
scheme), 59(2)(d), 64(5) and 
(6), 65(1)(b) , 84, Part 11, 
Sections 102(2), (3) and (5), 
103

This is a comprehensive 
piece of legislation which 
is being commenced on a 
gradual basis.

Health (Alteration of Crite-
ria for Eligibility) Act 2013

Section 4 The Department is in on-
going consultations with the 
Attorney General’s Office re 
commencement.
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Name of Act Provisions of Act not yet 
commenced

Status

Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013

Section 36 This section will be com-
menced with effect from 
1 July 2014 in accordance 
with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) 
Act 2013 (Commencement) 
Order 2014 (S.I No. 205 of 
2014)

Health (Amendment ) Act 
2013

Section 4

Sections 7(e)(ii), 8, 9, 10, 
11(b), 12 and 19

To be commenced but no 
plan at present.

Preparations for implemen-
tation as early as possible in 
2014, including the finali-
sation of Regulations and 
Guidelines, are ongoing.

10/06/2014WRW00550Hospital Appointment Status

10/06/2014WRW00600465. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect an appointment with the orthopaedic department, Our Lady’s 
Hospital for Sick Children, Crumlin, Dublin. [24164/14]

10/06/2014WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRW00750Hospital Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WRW00800466. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the case of 
a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12 who is waiting for a double bypass heart surgery at St. 
James’s Hospital, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24165/14]

10/06/2014WRW00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved. In relation to the specific patient query raised by the Deputy, as this 
is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRW00950Medicinal Products Availability
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10/06/2014WRW01000467. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health when Fampyra will be included 
on the drug payment scheme or other schemes such as the general medical services scheme or 
the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24173/14]

10/06/2014WRW01100470. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the MS drug Fampyra has 
been taken off the long-term illness scheme; if so, the reason for same; the person who made 
this decision; if it will be reinstated; if he is aware of the benefits that the drug brings to MS 
sufferers; if his Department will apologise to the persons affected for the distress caused at this 
time of already great difficulties in their lives; the way he plans to hold the person or persons re-
sponsible for this decision to account; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24214/14]

10/06/2014WRW01200502. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will make available the MS 
drug Fampyra at an early date as it is the only drug that assists MS patients in their walking; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24356/14]

10/06/2014WRW01300504. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that Fam-
pyra will be made available on the medical card; and his plans to ensure that those who have 
benefited from Fampyra may continue to take this drug regardless of financial circumstances. 
[24364/14]

10/06/2014WRW01400572. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if a drug (details supplied) can 
be re-registered on the long-term illness scheme. [24796/14]

10/06/2014WRW01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 467, 470, 502, 504 and 572 together.

Fampridine (Fampyra®) was never available to MS patients through the community drugs 
schemes, including the Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme. I understand the manufacturer of 
Fampyra supplied the drug free of charge to some patients prescribed the drug by their clinician. 
However, the manufacturer has recently decided to stop supplying the drug free of charge and, 
as a consequence, these patients are now faced with financing the drug themselves if they wish 
to continue with this drug treatment.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing 
and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance 
with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

 The HSE received an application for the inclusion of Fampridine in the GMS and commu-
nity drugs schemes. The application was considered in line with the procedures and timescales 
agreed by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare As-
sociation (IPHA) for the assessment of new medicines. In accordance with these procedures, 
the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) conducted a pharmacoeconomic evalua-
tion of Fampridine and concluded that, as the manufacturer was unable to demonstrate the cost 
effectiveness of Fampridine in the Irish health care setting, it was unable to recommend the 
reimbursement of the product. The report is available on the NCPE’s website (www.ncpe.ie). 
The HSE assessment process is intended to arrive at a decision on the funding of new medi-
cines that is clinically appropriate, fair, consistent and sustainable. Due to the very difficult and 
challenging economic environment in which the Government targeted additional savings in 
health expenditure of €619 million in 2014, which must be achieved while protecting front line 
services to the most vulnerable to the greatest extent possible, the HSE decided it was not in a 
position to add the drug to the List of Reimbursable Items supplied under the GMS and other 
community drug schemes.

It is open to the supplier, at any time, to submit a new application to the HSE incorporating 
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new evidence which demonstrates the cost effectiveness of Fampridine. The HSE will then re-
consider the application to add this product to the List of Reimbursable Items, in line with the 
agreed procedures and timescales for the assessment of new medicines.

10/06/2014WRW01550Dental Services Provision

10/06/2014WRW01600468. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the funding assistance 
available for persons who cannot afford major dental work for children under the age of 16; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24178/14]

10/06/2014WRW01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Such funding as-
sistance is not available as dental services for children up to 16 years of age and persons of all 
ages with special needs are provided by the Public Dental Service of the HSE through its dental 
clinics. All HSE dental clinics prioritise emergency care for children up to 16 years of age, treat-
ment for special needs patients and screening of children aged from 11 to 13 years, including 
referral for orthodontic services where necessary. The HSE provides orthodontic treatment to 
patients based on their level of clinical need. Oral and maxillofacial surgery is also provided in 
hospitals. Other services, including screening of children 6 to 8 years, are provided but may be 
deferred in clinics where there is pressure on resources.

10/06/2014WRW01750Health Services Staff Recruitment

10/06/2014WRW01800469. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the reason for the change to 
remove the mandatory requirement for a third level qualification in the eligibility criteria for the 
recruitment of senior management positions in the new hospital groups; if this will be reviewed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24196/14]

10/06/2014WRW01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 470 answered with Question No. 467.

10/06/2014WRW02050Medical Card Delays

10/06/2014WRW02100471. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
processing the medical card application of a family (details supplied) in County Donegal; if 
same will be processed as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24220/14]

10/06/2014WRW02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRW02250Medical Card Delays
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10/06/2014WRW02300472. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in pro-
cessing the medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Done-
gal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24221/14]

10/06/2014WRW02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRW02450Departmental Schemes

10/06/2014WRW02500473. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reward or bonus schemes 
in place for staff in his Department and in the Health Service Executive that highlight wasteful 
practices and cost savings that could be made; if he will outline the success of these schemes in 
the past five years; his plans to review the schemes in this area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24243/14]

10/06/2014WRW02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A Staff Suggestion Scheme operating under 
the Department’s Partnership banner was established in my Department in May 2013.

This structured Scheme is designed to proactively promote an ideas and innovation culture 
within the Department and facilitate staff, at all levels, with the opportunity to contribute as 
fully as possible to the Department’s work.  Ideas from all staff members on an individual or 
group basis in respect of any area of the Department or the health system that can lead to greater 
efficiencies or the achievement of improved performance are welcome through the Scheme.

The current Scheme will be reviewed by the Partnership Committee by the end of 2014 and 
this review, if appropriate, will include recommendations for changes to the operation of the 
Scheme.

The HSE has no reward or bonus schemes in place and has had no performance reward 
scheme since 2007.

10/06/2014WRW02650Health Services Staff

10/06/2014WRW02700474. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if there are exit interviews 
for those working in front-line positions who leave the health service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24244/14]

10/06/2014WRW02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational issue, I have referred 
the question to the HSE for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRW02850National Children’s Hospital

10/06/2014WRW02900475. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
new children’s hospital; the budget, and timeframe involved; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [24245/14]

10/06/2014WRW03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The new children’s hospital is a commitment 
in the Programme for Government and is a priority for me and for this Government. The Na-
tional Paediatric Hospital Development Board is responsible for delivering the new hospital on 
schedule, to optimal design and value for money. The Board’s membership reflects the skills 
and expertise required to achieve that, including construction, planning, engineering, procure-
ment and architecture as well as clinical and stakeholder involvement. The Board is now in the 
final phase of the selection process for the appointment of a design team. The full design team 
is expected to be appointed shortly, following which design development will begin, with the 
aim of submitting an application for planning permission in February 2015.  Construction is 
scheduled to commence in August 2015, and the transition of services to the new hospital is on 
schedule to commence at the end of 2018.

In October 2013, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform announced that up to 
€200m would be made available for the new children’s hospital from the sale of the National 
Lottery, adding to the existing €450m Exchequer funding and underlining the Government’s 
commitment to the project. Philanthropic/non-Exchequer funding will be sought as appropri-
ate.  The business case for the hospital is currently being revised and updated, and this will set 
out outline capital costs for the hospital on the St. James’s campus and potential future revenue 
savings arising from operational efficiencies. Estimates set out in the revised business case will 
be reviewed and refined at each stage of the project.

10/06/2014WRW03050Health Services

10/06/2014WRW03100476. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the checks his Department 
or the Health Service Executive carry out to measure the experience of patients when they exit 
hospital or primary care centres; if there is a measurement in this area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24246/14]

10/06/2014WRW03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, the question has 
been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

10/06/2014WRW03250Health Services Staff

10/06/2014WRW03300477. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the necessary management 
skills that middle and senior managers in the Health Service Executive have; the continued 
professional training and development to which managers are subject; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24247/14]

10/06/2014WRW03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/06/2014WRW03450Health Services Staff

10/06/2014WRW03500478. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he has considered having 
all middle and senior management spend a day in the life of a patient in order that they know 
what a patient’s experience is; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24248/14]

10/06/2014WRW03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, the question has 
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been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

10/06/2014WRW03650Health Services

10/06/2014WRW03700479. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he has considered a na-
tional health check for humans to be proactive regarding people’s well-being and health; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24249/14]

10/06/2014WRW03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Healthy Ireland - the Framework for Im-
proved Health and Wellbeing 2013-2025 is the national framework for action to improve the 
health and well-being of the country over the coming generations.  Healthy Ireland supports a 
whole-of-government approach to address the determinants and predictors of health and well-
being, many of which fall outside the health sector, e.g. housing, transportation, education, 
workplaces and environment along with an individual’s socioeconomic status.

Critical to the success of Healthy Ireland is an active, central Government policy driven 
approach where Healthy Ireland’s actions are systematically embedded into the policies and 
programmes of relevant government departments, local authorities and statutory agencies. It is 
equally important that there is active engagement at local level, empowering and encouraging 
individuals to take the steps which they may need to take to protect their own health and well-
being.

Early detection and prevention are an integral part of our health strategy. It is intended that 
this will be a focus of a new GP contract and many screening programmes are currently under 
way in our health Service.

10/06/2014WRW03850Primary Care Centres Provision

10/06/2014WRW03900480. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on his proposed primary care centres to include the budget, services to be provided and the date 
on which they will open; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24250/14]

10/06/2014WRW04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The development 
of primary care is central to the Government’s objective to deliver a high quality, integrated and 
cost effective health care system. Supporting infrastructure, procured through a combination of 
public and private investment, will facilitate the delivery of multi-disciplinary primary health 
care.  Considerable progress has been achieved to date. 37 primary care centres have been 
opened since March 2011 and infrastructure development is underway or planned at a further 
forty three locations.

In addition to the rank of the locations as a result of the 2012 prioritisation exercise, the 
mechanism and timescale for delivery of primary care infrastructure is dependent on a num-
ber of factors including GP participation.  Regardless of the delivery mechanism, all potential 
primary care centres are also subject to suitable locations being offered/provided/available and 
to successful planning processes.  In addition, the operational lease mechanism is subject to 
market pressures such as the developers’ access to sufficient financing.

As regards the PPP project, the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) published 
a Prior Indicative Notice (PIN)/Pre-Qualification Questionnaire in the OJEU on 19 December 
2013.  Four submissions were received by the closing date which was 10 March 2014.  Infor-
mation can be located at the following web address - http://www.ndfa.ie/TenderCompetitions/
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PrimaryCareCentresPPPProgramme.htm.  It is expected that 10-14 sites (indicative number 
12 based on affordability) will be delivered as part of a single PPP contract with the remaining 
centres to be delivered by the HSE using other procurement means.

As with all capital projects this programme must be considered within the overall capital 
envelope available to the health service.   There will always be more projects than can be funded 
by the Exchequer.  There is limited funding available for new projects over the period 2014-
2018 given the level of commitments and the costs to completion already in place.  Neverthe-
less, where possible, the HSE’s capital programme will include provision to progress primary 
care centres with the highest ranking following the 2012 national prioritisation exercise by 
direct/own-build in the event that other delivery mechanisms are not feasible.

It is expected that the PPP primary care locations will be delivered by late 2016/early 2017 
and that the locations underway by HSE direct/own-build and the lease initiative will be deliv-
ered over the period 2014 to 2016.

As regards budget, the construction costs in relation to the lease initiative PCCs are borne by 
the developer.  For reasons of commercial sensitivity, it would not be appropriate at this stage to 
provide estimated construction costs for the PPP project or those to be delivered by HSE direct/
own-build.

Health care services to be delivered at the PPP locations will include General Practitioner 
(GP) services and in addition a number of centres will include a wider range of community 
based services, for example, dental services, community mental health services, child and ado-
lescent mental health services, early intervention teams, and doctor on call services.

The following spreadsheet provides the information on primary care infrastructure available 
at end April 2014.

- Primary care infrastructure opened since March 2011

- Primary care infrastructure underway 

- The PPP project.

Primary 
Care Cen-
tres opened 
since March 
2011

 -  -  - Update at 30 
April 2014

 -

Count HSE Region County/
Area

PCT Name/
Location 

Delivery 
Method

Open

1 DML Dublin Inchicore Direct Build 2011 Q4 
2 DML Dublin Ballyfermot Direct Build 2012 Q3 
3 DML Dublin Rathfarnham Lease 2012 Q4 
4 DML Dublin Churchtown Operational 

Lease
2012 Q4 

5 DML Dublin Dublin City 
at James’s St

Operational 
Lease

2012 Q4 

6 DML Kildare Newbridge Operational 
Lease

2013 Q2 

7 DML Laois Portarlington Operational 
Lease

2011 Q3 
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Primary 
Care Cen-
tres opened 
since March 
2011

 -  -  - Update at 30 
April 2014

 -

Count HSE Region County/
Area

PCT Name/
Location 

Delivery 
Method

Open

8 DML Longford Longford 
Town

Operational 
Lease

2013 Q2 

9 DML Westmeath Athlone at 
Clonbrusk

Operational 
Lease

2014 Q1

10 DML Dublin Bride St / 
Liberties 
(Old Meath 
Hospital 
Campus)

Operational 
Lease

2014 Q2

11 DNE Dublin Blanchard-
stown

Operational 
Lease

2013 Q4 

12 DNE Meath Dunshaugh-
lin

Direct Build 2012

13 DNE Meath Ashbourne Operational 
Lease

2013 Q1 

14 DNE Meath Summerhill Operational 
Lease

2014

15 DNE Louth Carlingford Direct Build 2012
16 DNE Louth Ardee Direct Build 2012
17 DNE Cavan Cootehill Direct Build 2012
18 DNE Cavan Bailiebor-

ough
Direct Build 2012 Q4 

19 DNE Cavan Cavan Town Operational 
Lease

2012 Q1 

20 DNE Cavan Kingscourt Operational 
Lease

2012 Q3 

21 DNE Cavan Cavan Town 
at Connolly 
Court

Operational 
Lease

2013 Q2 

22 South Wexford Gorey Operational 
Lease

2012 Q3 

23 South Kilkenny Kilkenny 
at Grange’s 
Road

Operational 
Lease

2011 Q3 

24 South Kilkenny Callan Operational 
Lease

2011 Q3 

25 South Waterford Tramore Operational 
Lease

2011 Q4 

26 South Cork/South 
Lee

Cork City at 
Mahon

Operational 
Lease

2011 Q4
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Primary 
Care Cen-
tres opened 
since March 
2011

 -  -  - Update at 30 
April 2014

 -

Count HSE Region County/
Area

PCT Name/
Location 

Delivery 
Method

Open

27 South Cork/North 
Lee

Macroom Operational 
Lease

2012 Q1 

28 South Cork Schull Operational 
Lease

2013 Q4 

29 South Kerry Kenmare Operational 
Lease

2012 Q3 

30 South Kerry West Kerry 
(Dingle)

Direct Build 2013

31 West Limerick Limerick 
City at 
Abbey St 
Mary’s

Operational 
Lease

2012 Q1 

32 West Galway Galway City 
East

Operational 
Lease

2011 Q2 

33 West Galway Athenry Operational 
Lease

2013 Q3 

34 West Mayo Ballina Operational 
Lease

2011 Q2 

35 West Roscommon Castlerea Operational 
Lease

2012 Q3 

36 West Roscommon Monksland 
South 
Roscommon

Operational 
Lease

2012 Q4 

37 West Donegal Glenties Direct Build 2012 Q3 

 Primary Care 
Centres In-
frastructure - 
Underway

- - - Update at 30 
April 2014

Count HSE Region County/Area PCT Name/ 
Location 

Delivery Meth-
od

1 DML Wicklow South Wicklow  
Carnew

Operational 
Lease

2 DML Wicklow Wicklow Town Operational 
Lease

3 DML Dublin Kilnamanagh/ 
Tymon

Operational 
Lease

4 DML Kildare Clane Operational 
Lease
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 Primary Care 
Centres In-
frastructure - 
Underway

- - - Update at 30 
April 2014

Count HSE Region County/Area PCT Name/ 
Location 

Delivery Meth-
od

5 DML Kildare Rathangan/ 
Monasterevin 

Operational 
Lease

6 DML Dublin Springfield Operational 
Lease

7 DML Longford Edgeworth-
stown

Direct-own/ 
build

8 DNE Dublin Finglas Direct-own/  
build

9 DNE Dublin Grangegorman Direct-own/ 
build

10 DNE Dublin Corduff Direct-own/ 
build

11 DNE Meath Laytown/Bet-
tystown

Direct-own/ 
build

12 DNE Monaghan Monaghan 
Town

Direct-own/ 
build

13 South Carlow Tullow/Rathvil-
ly/Hacketstown

Direct-own 
build

14 South Cork Cork City NW 
at St Mary’s 
Hospital Cam-
pus

Direct-own/  
build

15 South Cork Carrigtwohill Operational 
Lease

16 South Cork Kinsale Operational 
Lease

17 West Limerick Limerick City 
- Market/Gar-
ryown

Operational 
Lease

18 West Limerick Limerick City - 
Castletroy

Operational 
Lease

19 West Galway Loughrea Direct-own/  
build

20 West Mayo Swinford Operational 
Lease

21 West Sligo Sligo Town at 
Nazareth House

Direct-own/ 
build

22 West Leitrim Manorhamilton Direct-own/ 
build

23 West Leitrim Ballinamore Direct-own/ 
build
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 Primary Care 
Centres In-
frastructure - 
Underway

- - - Update at 30 
April 2014

Count HSE Region County/Area PCT Name/ 
Location 

Delivery Meth-
od

24 West Leitrim Carrick-on-
Shannon

Operational 
Lease

25 West Donegal Derrybeg/Bun-
beg

Operational 
Lease

26 West Donegal Ballyshannon Direct-own/ 
build

27 West Donegal Dungloe Direct-own/ 
build

Primary Care Cen-
tres - PPP Project 

 -  - Update at 30 April 
2014

Count HSE Region County/Area PCT Name/Loca-
tion 

1 DML Kildare Kilcock
2 DML Dublin Crumlin/Drimnagh 

at Curlew Road
3 DML Dublin Knocklyon/Rathfarn-

ham
4 DNE Dublin Coolock/Darndale
5 DNE Dublin Summerhill, north 

inner city
6 South Wexford Wexford Town
7 South Waterford Dungarvan
8 South Waterford Waterford City
9 South Tipperary Carrick-on-Suir
10 West Limerick Limerick City
11 West Galway Tuam
12 West Mayo Claremorris
13 West Mayo Ballinrobe 
14 West Mayo Westport
15 West Sligo Ballymote
16 West Roscommon Boyle

The Deputy’s parliamentary question has been forwarded to the HSE for reply in relation to 
the health care services to be delivered from the PCC locations under way.

10/06/2014WRX00150Primary Care Centres Provision

10/06/2014WRX00200481. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the role and services he ex-
pects primary care centres to play in the coming years; and if he will make a statement on the 



Questions - Written Answers

313

matter. [24251/14]

10/06/2014WRX00300484. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he has considered estab-
lishing 24 hour urgent care centres, community units to take X-rays and deal with stitches, bro-
ken limbs and so on and would take the pressure off accident and emergency units in our cities; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24257/14]

10/06/2014WRX00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 481 and 484 together.

International research shows that shared premises are a key enabler for successful team 
working in the primary care setting.  Shared premises encourage and facilitate interaction 
across all health care professionals and that is why my Department and the HSE are committed 
to developing Primary Care Centres nationally.  The Programme for Government highlights the 
expansion of Primary Care Centres as a priority within the health capital budget.  The National 
Service Plan 2014 provides for the procurement of an additional 21 Primary Care Centres this 
year.  This will create an environment for improved access which will facilitate structured ap-
proaches to chronic disease management, enhanced multidisciplinary team working, improved 
diagnostic capabilities in Primary Care and the integration of services between primary and 
secondary care.

The HSE’s Primary Care Division is also working with the Clinical Strategy and Pro-
grammes Directorate to expand chronic disease prevention and management in primary care 
and this includes the development and roll out of improved access to diagnostic tests for GPs 
particularly ultrasound.  This will greatly assist in early diagnosis, hospital avoidance, greater 
integrated care and a better, safer, patient experience.  This initiative is currently at development 
stage and it is planned to roll out this service initially in two pilot sites in 2014. 

10/06/2014WRX00450Disability Support Services

10/06/2014WRX00500482. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he has considered disman-
tling the red tape in the disability sector by ceasing to fund section 39 groups and having the 
Health Service Executive take over the lead role; if he has considered having a one-stop-shop 
to deal with special needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24252/14]

10/06/2014WRX00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): There are no 
proposals to cease funding to any agencies providing health and personal services to people 
with disabilities.  Section 39 of the Health Act 2004, empowers the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) to “give assistance to any person or body that provides or proposes to provide a service 
similar or ancillary to a service that the Executive may provide”.  Employees of Section 39 
organisations are not public servants, are not subject to the standard salary scales for the health 
sector, are not counted in public service employment numbers and are not members of a public 
sector pension scheme.  This provides Section 39 agencies with the freedom to exercise greater 
flexibility in respect of staff recruitment, deployment, pay and conditions.  

The Service Level Arrangement or Grant Aid Agreement between the HSE and service 
providers governs the funding relationship between the relevant bodies.  This agreement frame-
work provides governance which links funding to a quantum of service and provides for these 
services to be linked to quality standards, with continuous monitoring to ensure equity, effi-
ciency and effective use of available resources.  

As part of this process, all Section 39 agencies are monitored via regular review meetings 
with HSE Management at Area and Regional level.  These review meetings address financial 
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reports, human resources, activity data, planning, review of agreed performance indicators and 
compliance with quality and standards etc.  It must also be noted that Section 39 organisations 
may be involved in a range of other activities, which are not funded by the HSE.

The Government’s plans for the reform of the health services, including the disability ser-
vices, are set out in Future Health: A Strategic Framework for Reform of the Health Service 
2012 - 2015.  This document recognises that in order to improve services for the population 
and achieve the overarching objectives of the reform programme, we need real changes in the 
structures of the health system.  Future Health describes the Government’s plans for structural 
reform and outlines the phased approach which is being taken.

The Minister’s key concerns in terms of structural reform are to promote good governance, 
avoid duplication and ensure a strong regional focus in managing performance and delivering 
value for money.  The first phase of the transition process is aimed at: introducing revised gov-
ernance and management structures, including the appointment of new national directors, in the 
HSE; the establishment of hospital groups on an administrative basis; revising the structures for 
delivering primary, social and mental health care to improve integration of services at the local 
level following a review of the Integrated Service Areas; and establishment of the new Child 
and Family Agency.  I am happy to report that good progress has been made on these issues. 

The second phase will involve the development of a formal purchaser/provider split and the 
establishment of the new structures to replace the HSE.  As indicated, the plans for structural 
reform are not confined to hospital services and primary care, but will also apply to the social 
care sector.

Future Health commits to the development of a social and continuing care system that maxi-
mises independence and achieves value for the resources invested.  This includes the reform 
of disability services in line with the findings of the Value for Money and Policy Review of 
Disability Services.  Among the measures to be introduced as part of the reform process are the 
introduction of a standardised framework to commission services from both public and non-
public providers; individualised budgeting to bring about a closer alignment between funding 
and the outcomes for individuals; and a robust regulatory regime to ensure quality and safety.

10/06/2014WRX00650Disability Support Services Expenditure

10/06/2014WRX00700483. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the funding given to disabil-
ity groups under section 39 in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24253/14]

10/06/2014WRX00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): This question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply to the Deputy. 

   Question No. 484 answered with Question No. 481.

10/06/2014WRY00150Health Promotion

10/06/2014WRY00200485. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he has considered making 
available therapeutic treatment for persons such as gym membership for persons who are de-
pressed rather than always having drugs administered; if there is an estimated saving from this 
measure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24258/14]

10/06/2014WRY00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): There are a 
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number of treatment options for depression.  The best and most appropriate treatment option 
depends on the individual case, the likely cause of depression and the severity of symptoms. 

Treatment for depression usually involves a combination of medication, talking therapies - 
usually provided by a mental health professional, such as a counsellor, psychiatrist or psycholo-
gist - and self-help.  In some cases, a combination of all three might be the most appropriate 
treatment plan for that individual.  Regular exercise, reduction in caffeine intake and avoiding 
alcohol can also prove helpful when treating depression.

Depression is quite common and about one in ten people will experience depression at some 
point. However, the exact number of people with depression is hard to estimate because many 
people do not get help or are not formally diagnosed with the condition.

In Budgets 2012 and 2013 this Government provided a total of €7.5 million to facilitate the 
roll out of the Counselling in Primary Care (CIPC) initiative.  This is a new national service 
which will improve access for people to counselling in a primary care setting.  Medical card 
holders aged 18 and over who are referred by their GP or other member of the primary care 
team can have up to 8 counselling sessions to address mild to moderate psychological difficul-
ties.  No consideration has been given to the provision of gym membership to those presenting 
with depression and it is not possible to estimate the likely cost or savings accruing from such 
an initiative.

10/06/2014WRY00350Sport and Recreational Development

10/06/2014WRY00400486. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he has considered announc-
ing a national sports week for adults similar to the national recreation week for children where 
the whole nation gets involved in runs and sporting activities to help keep the nation’s people 
healthy and to deal with obesity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24259/14]

10/06/2014WRY00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department and the Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport are currently co-chairing a working group to develop a National 
Physical Activity Plan which is intended to encourage greater participation in, and greater rec-
ognition of the importance of, physical activity.  

A range of actions are currently being considered which will encourage the population to 
be more active.

10/06/2014WRY00550Shared Service Functions

10/06/2014WRY00600487. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the shared services depart-
ments that exist in his Department and in the Health Service Executive; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24260/14]

10/06/2014WRY00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department is currently providing shared 
service functions as detailed in the following table.

Department/Organisation Shared Service Provided 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs Financial, Payroll and ICT Services
Family Support Agency (now part of the 
Child and Family Agency - Tusla)

ICT Services 

Office of the Ombudsman for Children ICT Services
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Department/Organisation Shared Service Provided 
Adoption Authority ICT Services and an interim shared service 

in respect of Financial Services pending the 
establishment of their own Finance Func-
tion

The Department completed the transition phase of our HR transactional services to the HR 
Shared Service Centre (HRSSC) - PeoplePoint in August 2013.

As part of the Deputy’s question refers to operational matters in the HSE, I have referred 
that aspect of the question to the HSE for direct reply to him.

10/06/2014WRY00750National Children’s Hospital

10/06/2014WRY00800488. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the members and expertise 
of the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board; the details regarding the appointment 
of a design team; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24262/14]

10/06/2014WRY00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The new children’s hospital is a commitment 
in the Programme for Government and is a priority for me as Minister and for this Government.  
The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board is responsible for this priority capital 
project, and is focused on delivering the new hospital on schedule, to optimal design and value 
for money.  On 2 August last, I announced the appointment to the Development Board of a 
Chair and Board members with the necessary construction, architectural, engineering, planning 
and procurement expertise to deliver this complex and large-scale project.  

The members of the Board are: Mr. Tom Costello (Chairperson); Mr. Tim Bouchier Hayes; 
Ms Anne Butler; Mr. John Cole CBE; Mr. Brian Fitzgerald; Professor Ian Hann; Professor 
Hilary Hoey; Mr. Karl Kent; Mr. John Martin; Mr. Paul Quinn; Dr. Tony O’Connell; Ms Mar-
guerite Sayers. Further details about Board members are at www.newchildrenshospital.ie.  I am 
confident that the Board, working with the HSE, with my Department and with the Children’s 
Hospital Group Board, will ensure the successful completion of the hospital, co-located with 
St. James’s on its campus.

The Board is currently in the final stage of design team procurement with the aim being to 
appoint the full design team shortly and to submit a planning application in February 2015 fol-
lowing design development.

10/06/2014WRY00950Orthodontic Service Provision

10/06/2014WRY01000489. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Laois will receive orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24263/14]

10/06/2014WRY01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.
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10/06/2014WRY01150Alcohol Pricing

10/06/2014WRY01200490. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with below 
cost selling of alcohol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24270/14]

10/06/2014WRY01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Addressing the price of alcohol is an im-
portant component of any long-term strategic approach to tackling alcohol misuse.  There is a 
link between consumption and harm and evidence that affordability is one of the drivers of in-
creased consumption.  The Government has approved an extensive package of measures to deal 
with alcohol misuse, to be incorporated in a Public Health (Alcohol) Bill.  These measures are 
based on the recommendations contained in the Steering Group Report on a National Substance 
Misuse Strategy.  

The Government has decided that minimum unit pricing is the most effective policy mea-
sure to deal with the sale of alcohol at cheap prices.  Minimum unit pricing is a mechanism 
of imposing a statutory floor in price levels per gram of alcohol that must be legally observed 
by retailers in both the on and off trade sector.  This is a targeted measure, designed to prevent 
the sale of alcohol at very cheap prices.  It is mainly aimed at those who are higher risk, such 
as adolescents and people who have a harmful and hazardous alcohol consumption pattern.  It 
should therefore only have a marginal effect on moderate drinkers.  It is not expected that mini-
mum unit pricing will affect the price of alcohol in the on-trade sector or the majority of alcohol 
products sold in the off-trade sector.

A health impact assessment, in conjunction with Northern Ireland,  has been commissioned 
as part of the process of developing a legislative basis for minimum unit pricing.  The assess-
ment will study the impact of different minimum prices on a range of areas such as health, 
crime and likely economic impact.  The study should be finalised shortly.  Work on developing 
a framework for the necessary Department of Health legislation is continuing.  It is hoped to 
publish a General Scheme of a Bill shortly.

10/06/2014WRY01350Long-Term Illness Scheme Applications

10/06/2014WRY01400491. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if Crohn’s disease will be added to 
the list of long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24296/14]

10/06/2014WRY01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Long Term Ill-
ness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 1970 (as amended).  
Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions covered by the LTI 
Scheme.  There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

Under the provisions of the Health Acts, medical cards are provided to persons who are, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive (HSE), unable without undue hardship to arrange 
GP services for themselves and their dependants. In the assessment process, the HSE can take 
into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.  Those who are not eligible 
for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of GP 
consultations.



10 June 2014

318

10/06/2014WRY01550Medical Card Reviews

10/06/2014WRY01600492. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of 
the 5,433 people who by March 2014 were found to be ineligible for medical cards, the number 
of those persons who were in nursing homes at the time the review was conducted; if he will 
confirm there was no change to the January 2014 medical card-GP visit card national assess-
ment guidelines for persons aged 70 years and over income exceeds the income limits for the 
scheme, if it is possible that he or she may still qualify under the general medical card-GP visit 
card scheme, if his or her circumstances are causing financial hardship, for example on medical 
costs, nursing home costs and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24297/14]

10/06/2014WRY01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
HSE to provide the information on reviews directly to the Deputy.

I can confirm to the Deputy that there has been no change whereby persons aged 70 or older 
who are assessed as ineligible under the gross income thresholds may also have their eligibility 
assessed under the means tested medical card scheme where they face particularly high expens-
es. This assessment is based on net income and assessable outgoing expenses and the qualifying 
income thresholds under this scheme are lower than over-70s gross income thresholds.  

Furthermore, persons aged over 70 years may still be eligible for a medical card on a dis-
cretionary basis where they face undue hardship in arranging medical services as a result of 
medical or social circumstances.

10/06/2014WRY01750Hospital Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WRY01800493. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early date for an urgent 
operation will be arranged at St. James Hospital, Dublin, in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will expedite the matter.  [24303/14]

10/06/2014WRY01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy on this matter.

10/06/2014WRY01950Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRY02000494. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will issue 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny.  [24308/14]

10/06/2014WRY02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
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medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRY02150Mental Health Services Provision

10/06/2014WRY02200495. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the dates of meetings to plan 
for the closure of Teach de hIde mental health day centre in Roscommon town; if a patient 
advocate was present at such meetings; the consultation that took place with clients and their 
families in advance of the decision; the process involved in assessing the suitability of the move 
for each client of the service to a training centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24314/14]

10/06/2014WRY02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRY02350Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRY02400496. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be 
renewed immediately in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny [24315/14]

10/06/2014WRY02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRY02550Hospital Admissions

10/06/2014WRY02600497. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hos-
pital admission date in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will 
expedite the matter.  [24329/14]

10/06/2014WRY02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

10/06/2014WRY02750Hospital Expenditure

10/06/2014WRY02800498. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the amount Beaumont Hospital, 
Dublin 9 spent on laundry services in 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24335/14]

10/06/2014WRY02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.
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10/06/2014WRY02950Hospital Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WRY03000499. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an operation will be expe-
dited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24336/14]

10/06/2014WRY03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
HSE to investigate this case and respond to the Deputy as soon as possible.

10/06/2014WRY03150Hospital Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WRY03200500. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early appointment will 
be arranged at Waterford Regional Hospital in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow.  [24339/14]

10/06/2014WRY03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

10/06/2014WRY03350Hospital Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WRY03400501. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early appointment will 
be arranged at St. Lukes Hospital, Kilkenny in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow.  [24355/14]

10/06/2014WRY03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

  Question No. 502 answered with Question No. 467.

10/06/2014WRZ00250Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRZ00300503. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will issue 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny.  [24363/14]

10/06/2014WRZ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 504 answered with Question No. 467.

10/06/2014WRZ00550Hospital Procedures

10/06/2014WRZ00600505. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 



Questions - Written Answers

321

County Kildare will receive an appointment date for an MRI scan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24373/14]

10/06/2014WRZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

10/06/2014WRZ00750Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRZ00800506. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 778 of 30 April 2014, if he will expedite an assessment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Carlow; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24379/14]

10/06/2014WRZ00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the Deputy’s further question in 
this matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to him directly.

10/06/2014WRZ00950Medical Card Eligibility

10/06/2014WRZ01000507. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding letters 
sent from the medical card section of the Health Service Executive to parents of children with 
Down syndrome; the number of letters sent asking parents if their children still had Down syn-
drome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24380/14]

10/06/2014WRZ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In accordance with 
the Health Act, 1970, as amended, the assessment for a medical card is determined primarily 
by reference to the means, including the income and expenditure, of the applicant and his or 
her partner and dependants.  I will take this opportunity to remind the Deputy that, there is no, 
nor has there ever been, an entitlement to a medical card for a person with a particular illness or 
medical condition under the legislation. 

Under the Act, the HSE is obliged, in deciding on an individual’s eligibility, to have regard 
to the person’s overall financial situation, including the means of the spouse, if any, in view of 
the reasonable expenditure in relation to him or herself and his or her dependants.  

If an applicant’s means are above the financial thresholds, as outlined in the National As-
sessment Guidelines, the HSE routinely considers whether the refusal of eligibility will result in 
undue financial hardship for the applicant or any dependants. Eligibility may be granted, if the 
applicant is above the guidelines, but cannot arrange general practitioner, medical and surgical 
services, for themselves and their dependants, without being caused undue financial hardship. 
Where discretion is exercised with regard to an applicant with an illness or disease, it is the ef-
fect of reasonable expenditure related to that condition on a person’s financial situation that is 
relevant to the assessment for a medical card.  

All medical card and GP visit card holders are subject to a periodic review of eligibility to 
determine continuing eligibility. Under the review process, applicants are not asked if they - or 
a family member - still has a lifelong condition or illness. As I have outlined, the card is not 
awarded based on a medical condition and, in this regard, such like questions would be neither 
pertinent nor appropriate. 

However, the HSE is obliged under the review   process to ensure that  full account is taken 
of any costs that a family may have that arise from a change in their circumstances, perhaps 
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an exacerbation of an illness or a secondary illness. Any questions on change in circumstances  
refer to the resultant financial impact and do no not refer to a person still having  the particular 
life-long condition or particular illness.  The information sought is to support the determination 
of undue financial hardship due to the costs associated with having a medical condition or ill-
ness.

10/06/2014WRZ01150Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRZ01200508. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. 
[24381/14]

10/06/2014WRZ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRZ01350Hospital Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WRZ01400509. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health if a 70% to 90% blockage of 
an artery of a patient is deemed to be an urgent case to be afforded priority in having a surgical 
procedure to have a stent inserted; if so, the length of time a patient may expect to wait; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24383/14]

10/06/2014WRZ01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

Should a patient’s consultant consider that the patient’s condition warrants earlier interven-
tion, there are protocols within the policy to facilitate instances of clinical urgency.  As this is a 
matter of clinical practice, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

10/06/2014WRZ01550Hospital Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WRZ01600510. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the length of the waiting 
time for a patient to access cardiology in-patient treatment at University College Hospital in the 
public health care systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24384/14]

10/06/2014WRZ01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

10/06/2014WRZ01750Health Services Reform
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10/06/2014WRZ01800511. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when his Department received 
the report on the reorganisation of the integrated service areas for PCCC; if this report has been 
approved; when he expects to publish the report; the reason for the delay in publication; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24395/14]

10/06/2014WRZ01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following on from the commitment made in 
Future Health - the Strategic Framework for Reform of the Health Service 2012-2015, the HSE 
has completed a detailed review of Integrated Service Areas which proposes revised structures 
to facilitate delivery of integrated and person-centred care across the wide range of non-acute 
services, particularly primary care and those involving the care of older people, people with a 
disability and people with a mental illness.  The proposals also seek to ensure appropriate inte-
gration between acute and non-acute services.

The HSE report has been the subject of examination by my Department and I intend shortly 
to bring proposals to Government regarding the reorganisation of primary and social care ser-
vices. 

10/06/2014WRZ01950Health Services

10/06/2014WRZ02000512. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a long-term care plan will 
be put in place as matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; 
and if he will expedite the matter. [24402/14]

10/06/2014WRZ02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the Deputy’s previous question 
of 27 May on this matter, I forwarded the information provided by the Deputy to  the Health 
Service Executive to respond directly.

10/06/2014WRZ02150Primary Care Services Provision

10/06/2014WRZ02200513. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the costs associated with invasive 
ventilation for persons who suffer from motor neurone disease; the number of persons who have 
been provided with this invasive ventilation in 2011, 2012, 2013, and to date in 2014; the cri-
teria to avail of invasive ventilation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24404/14]

10/06/2014WRZ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, this matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

10/06/2014WRZ02350Nursing Home Subventions

10/06/2014WRZ02400514. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when funding will be available 
for a fair deal scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) who has already been approved. 
[24409/14]

10/06/2014WRZ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRZ02550Disability Services Programme Review
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10/06/2014WRZ02600515. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the concerns of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Ireland regarding persons with neu-
rological conditions and their access to care and persons who have to access private care due 
to waiting lists; the concerns regarding persons losing medical cards who have neurological 
conditions, issues with access to respite care; his plans to deal with these concerns; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24418/14]

10/06/2014WRZ02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Health ser-
vices for people with multiple sclerosis, are provided across a range of settings, by different 
organisations and by many health professionals and carers.  The Government recognises that 
neurological illness or injury has significant implications for the individual and their family, 
which impacts on their social, educational, vocational and recreational participation.  Waiting 
times, access, treatment and quality of care, are a priority for reform for this Government, de-
spite budgetary constraints. In relation to specialist disability support services, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) will spend €1.4 billion and employ a staff level of approximately 15,000 
whole time equivalents in 2014 to deliver its Disability Services Programme.

The HSE is embarking on a large scale reform programme, which will transform our model 
of service to a community-based model of person-centred care. This Government is also com-
mitted to a significant strengthening of primary care services.  The HSE has provided additional 
funding and filled 200 additional primary care team posts including public health nurses, phys-
iotherapists, occupational therapists and speech and language therapists. 

Where medical cards are concerned, the Government has decided to develop a new policy 
framework for eligibility for the award of medical cards to take account of on-going medical 
conditions.  The HSE has established an Expert Panel to examine the range of conditions that 
should be considered as a basis of eligibility and has been asked to make an early report to 
Government.  In this context, the HSE has decided to suspend reviews of medical cards where 
discretion had been exercised to take account of medical circumstances, pending the outcome 
of this process.  This includes people who are currently in the appeals process.  The HSE has 
extended eligibility of the individuals concerned, who are in the process of being advised in the 
normal way.

The Government is examining how best to address the situation of persons with serious 
medical conditions who had been issued with a medical card on a discretionary basis, but who 
have already completed the review process (and appeal process, as relevant) and who are not 
eligible to retain that card.  The Government is examining the most effective and timely way of 
progressing such change.

10/06/2014WRZ02750Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

10/06/2014WRZ02800516. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Roscommon will receive payment under the nursing home support scheme; 
the reason for the delay in same; the current waiting period from approval to payment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24419/14]

10/06/2014WRZ02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRZ02950Medical Card Applications



Questions - Written Answers

325

10/06/2014WRZ03000517. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in de-
termination of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24435/14]

10/06/2014WRZ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRZ03150Hospital Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WRZ03200518. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the current waiting time for 
cardiology inpatient treatment at Galway University Hospital; the length of time he expects it 
will take to reach the national special delivery unit target where no patient is waiting longer than 
eight months for inpatient treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24436/14]

10/06/2014WRZ03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the detailed queries raised by 
the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
to her directly.

10/06/2014WRZ03350Hospital Appointment Status

10/06/2014WRZ03400519. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow will receive an appointment in St. James’s Hospital. [24437/14]

10/06/2014WRZ03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

10/06/2014WRAA00100HSE Correspondence

10/06/2014WRAA00200520. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the reason this Deputy has not 
received a reply from the Health Service Executive PCRS to the correspondence (details sup-
plied); if it is acceptable that no reply has to date issued; if he will instruct a reply to issue; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24438/14]

10/06/2014WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand that 
the HSE issued a reply to the Deputy concerning the matter in question on 9th June.

10/06/2014WRAA00400Health Services Expenditure

10/06/2014WRAA00500521. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure there are no 
further cuts to services or payments in budget 2015 that will cause even further distress to the 
elderly.  [24439/14]

10/06/2014WRAA00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The level of 
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funding available for the health budget for 2015 has not yet been determined. Deliberations by 
the Government on the expenditure allocations for 2015 are likely to continue up until Budget 
time. As with previous Budgets, the difficult financial position facing the Exchequer will obvi-
ously require very careful management across all areas of expenditure.

10/06/2014WRAA00700Medical Card Eligibility

10/06/2014WRAA00800522. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the reason for the refusal of a 
medical card-GP visit card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; if he 
will review this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24450/14]

10/06/2014WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRAA01000Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRAA01100523. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding med-
ical cards in respect of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24476/14]

10/06/2014WRAA01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Question No. 524 answered with Question No. 460.

10/06/2014WRAA01400Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRAA01500525. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24479/14]

10/06/2014WRAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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10/06/2014WRAA01700Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRAA01800526. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24482/14]

10/06/2014WRAA01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRAA02000Hospital Appointment Status

10/06/2014WRAA02100527. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a delayed 
appointment with an eye specialist in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24487/14]

10/06/2014WRAA02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
HSE to investigate this case and respond to the Deputy as soon as possible.

10/06/2014WRAA02300Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRAA02400528. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if he will review an application 
for a medical card, general practitioner card on medical grounds for a person (details supplied) 
in County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24488/14]

10/06/2014WRAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.  

 Question No. 529 answered with Question No. 460.

10/06/2014WRAA02700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

10/06/2014WRAA02800530. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Westmeath will be granted the fair deal scheme.  [24495/14]

10/06/2014WRAA02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRAA03000Medical Card Eligibility
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10/06/2014WRAA03100531. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding entitle-
ment to a medical card for a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24497/14]

10/06/2014WRAA03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRAA03300Ministerial Correspondence

10/06/2014WRAA03400532. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 232 of 8 May 2014, the reason paper triaged was not referred to in the original 
reply in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24513/14]

10/06/2014WRAA03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand that the HSE wrote to the Depu-
ty on 14th May in relation to this matter. I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy 
in relation to his further question.

10/06/2014WRAA03600Medical Card Eligibility

10/06/2014WRAA03700533. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the number of applicants who 
applied for a discretionary medical card since 2012 and who failed to qualify for the means tests 
by less than €100.  [24516/14]

10/06/2014WRAA03800534. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the number of applicants who 
applied for a discretionary medical card since 2012 and who failed to qualify for the means tests 
by more than €100 and less than €300.  [24517/14]

10/06/2014WRAA03900535. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the number of applicants who 
applied for a discretionary medical card since 2012 and who failed to qualify for the means tests 
by more that three hundred euros.  [24518/14]

10/06/2014WRAA04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 533 to 535, inclusive, together.

The information sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy 
as soon as possible.

10/06/2014WRAA04100Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRAA04200536. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding medical cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24525/14]
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10/06/2014WRAA04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRAA04400Health Services

10/06/2014WRAA04500537. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his plans for a facility (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24528/14]

10/06/2014WRAA04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRBB00150Hospital Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WRBB00200538. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive a date for surgery at Tallaght general hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [24533/14]

10/06/2014WRBB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy on this matter.

10/06/2014WRBB00350Health Insurance Data

10/06/2014WRBB00400539. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the VHI’s annual report 
and accounts for 2013 will be published.  [24565/14]

10/06/2014WRBB00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In accordance with the VHI Acts, the VHI is 
required to submit its Annual Report and Accounts to the Minister for Health, and I am required 
to lay the Annual Report and Accounts before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

I understand the VHI’s 2013 Annual Report and Accounts are being finalised and will be 
submitted shortly.  I will then make the relevant arrangements for them to be laid before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas.

10/06/2014WRBB00550Medical Card Data

10/06/2014WRBB00600540. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the total number of medical cards 
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as of 1 June 2014; the total number of GP cards on the same date; and the total number for each 
type of card issued on a discretionary basis on that date. [24566/14]

10/06/2014WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The figures re-
quested by the Deputy are not, as yet, collated. The most current figures available relate to 1 
May 2014 and are set out in the following table:

Card Type No. of Cards
Medical cards 1,800,182
of which granted on the basis of discretion 50,375
GP Visit cards 125,166
of which granted on the basis of discretion 29,841

10/06/2014WRBB00750Nursing Homes Support Scheme Oversight

10/06/2014WRBB00800541. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Health the current status of the review of 
the fair deal scheme; if it will be debated in Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24569/14]

10/06/2014WRBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Work on the 
Review is on-going.  It is expected that the Review will be completed in the coming months and 
the Report will then be made publicly available.

As the Scheme is statutory based, the implementation of any recommendations arising from 
the review may require amendments to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act, 2009.

10/06/2014WRBB00950Respite Care Services

10/06/2014WRBB01000542. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who is in need of respite care and access to a 
child psychiatrist as a matter of urgency; if this will be provided as soon as possible; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24570/14]

10/06/2014WRBB01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRBB01150Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRBB01200543. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in de-
termination of application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24571/14]

10/06/2014WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Ser-
vice Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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10/06/2014WRBB01350Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRBB01400544. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will list in tabular 
form all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to powers delegated to the Minister 
for State with special responsibility for disability, equality and mental health; if he will detail 
the title of the civil servants who are responsible for reporting directly to said Minister of State; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24611/14]

10/06/2014WRBB01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health (Delegation of Ministerial Func-
tions) Order 2011 (S.I. 492 of 2011) delegates to Ms Kathleen Lynch, Minister of State at the 
Department of Health the powers and duties of the Minister for Health conferred on him by or 
under the following enactments:

Part 2 and section 32 of the Disability Act 2005 (No. 14 of 2005)

Section 4 of the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2001 (No. 14 of 2001)

Mental Health Act 2001 (No. 25 of 2001)

Sections 32, 35 and 44 of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act 2009 (No. 15 of 2009)

Four civil servants are assigned to work in Minister of State Lynch’s office, one Private 
Secretary, one Executive Officer and two Clerical Officers.

10/06/2014WRBB01550Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRBB01600545. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will list in tabular form 
all legislation and specific sections therein that refer to powers delegated to the Minister of State 
with special responsibility for primary care; if he will detail the title of the civil servants who 
are responsible for reporting directly to said Minister of State; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24621/14]

10/06/2014WRBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health (Delegation of Ministerial Func-
tions) Order 2012 (S.I. No. 553 of 2012) delegates to Mr. Alex White, Minister of State at the 
Department of Health the powers (other than the power to prosecute an offence) and duties of 
the Minister for Health conferred on him by the enactments specified in Part 1 of the Schedule 
and under the instruments specified in Part 2 of the Schedule as follows;

Part 1

Opticians Act 1956 (No. 17 of 1956)

Health (Fluoridation of Water Supplies) Act 1960 (No. 46 of 1960)

Poisons Act 1961 (No. 12 of 1961)

Misuse of Drugs Act 1977 to 2007

Dentists Act 1985 (No. 9 of 1985)

Section 17 of the Control of Clinical Trials Act 1987 (No. 28 of 1987)

Health (Amendment Act 1994 (No. 11 of 1994)

Irish Medicines Board Act 1995 (No. 29 of 1995), other than subsections (2) (n) and (3) (as 
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amended by section 16 of the Irish Medicines Board (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006 (No. 
3 of 2006)) of section 32

Pharmacy Act 2007 (No. 20 of 2007)

Part 2

Dublin Dental Hospital (Establishment) Order 1963 (S.I. No.129 of 1963)

Misuse of Drugs Regulations 1988 (S.I. No. 328 of 1988)

Paragraphs (2) and (3) (as amended by Regulation 15 of the European Communities (Medi-
cal Devices) (Amendment) Regulations 2009 (S.I. No. 110 of 2009)) of Regulation 4 of the 
European Communities (Medical Devices) Regulations 1994 (S.I. No 252 of 1994).

Misuse of Drugs Regulations (Supervision of Prescription and Control of Supply of Metha-
done) Regulations 1998 (S.I No. 225 of 1998).

Medicinal Products (Prescription and Control of Supply) Regulations 2003 to 2008 (as 
amended by the Medicinal Products (Prescription and Control of Supply) (Amendment) Regu-
lations 2009 (S.I. No. 442 of 2009) and the Medicinal Products (Prescription and Control of 
Supply) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 525 of 2011))

Regulations 6,7,8,50, 52 and Schedule 2 (as amended by the European Communities (Clini-
cal Trials on Medicinal Products for Human Use) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2006 (S.I. 
No. 374 of 2006)) of the European Communities (Clinical Trials on Medicinal Products for 
Human Use) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 190 of 2004)

Fluoridation of Water Supplies Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 42 of 2007)

Medicinal Products (Control of Placing on the Market) Regulations 2007 to 2010 (as amend-
ed by the Medicinal Products (Control of Placing on the Market) (Amendment) Regulations 
2011 (S.I. No. 722 of 2011) and the Medicinal Products (Control of Placing on the Market) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2012 (S.I. No. 272 of 2012))

Medicinal Products (Control of Advertising) Regulations 2007 (S.I. No 541 of 2007)

Regulation of Retail Pharmacy Businesses Regulations 2008 (S.I. No. 488 of 2008)

Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Fees) Rules 2008 and 2010

Poisons Regulations 2008 (S.I. No. 511 of 2008)

European Communities (Control of Drug Precursors) Regulations 2009 (S.I. No. 558 of 
2009)

Five civil servants are assigned to work in Minister of State White’s office, one Private Sec-
retary, one Executive Officer and three Clerical Officers.

10/06/2014WRBB01750Hospital Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WRBB01800546. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an opera-
tion in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24624/14]

10/06/2014WRBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
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icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy on this matter.

10/06/2014WRBB01950Medical Card Reviews

10/06/2014WRBB02000547. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in re-
spect of a medical card review in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24627/14]

10/06/2014WRBB02025Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRBB02050Medical Card Reviews

10/06/2014WRBB02100548. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. [24636/14]

10/06/2014WRBB02200549. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24637/14]

10/06/2014WRBB02300550. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24638/14]

10/06/2014WRBB02400551. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24639/14]

10/06/2014WRBB02500552. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be immediately returned to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24640/14]

10/06/2014WRBB02600553. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24641/14]

10/06/2014WRBB02700554. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [24642/14]

10/06/2014WRBB02800555. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24643/14]

10/06/2014WRBB02900556. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24644/14]

10/06/2014WRBB03000557. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24645/14]

10/06/2014WRBB03100558. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24646/14]

10/06/2014WRBB03200559. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24647/14]

10/06/2014WRBB03300560. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24648/14]

10/06/2014WRBB03400573. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a discretionary medical 
card will be returned immediately to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24799/14]

10/06/2014WRBB03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 548 to 560, inclusive, and 573 together.

The Government has decided to develop a new policy framework for eligibility for the 
award of medical cards to take account of on-going medical conditions. The HSE has estab-
lished an Expert Panel to examine the range of conditions that should be considered as a basis 
of eligibility and has been asked to make an early report to Government.

In this context, the HSE has decided to suspend reviews of medical cards where discretion 
had been exercised to take account of medical circumstances, pending the outcome of this pro-
cess. This includes people who are currently in the appeals process. The HSE has extended eli-
gibility of the individuals concerned, who are in the process of being advised in the normal way. 

The Government is examining how best to address the situation of persons with serious 
medical conditions who had been issued with a medical card on a discretionary basis, but who 
have already completed the review process (and appeal process, as relevant) and who are not 
eligible to retain that card. The Government is examining the most effective and timely way of 
progressing such change. 

10/06/2014WRCC00150Hospital Appointment Delays

10/06/2014WRCC00200561. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Louth.  [24665/14]
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10/06/2014WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should a patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the 
best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In relation to the 
specific hospital appointment query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

10/06/2014WRCC00350Medical Card Appeals

10/06/2014WRCC00400562. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card appeal in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24679/14]

10/06/2014WRCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRCC00550Medical Card Applications

10/06/2014WRCC00600563. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24680/14]

10/06/2014WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

10/06/2014WRCC00750Health Strategies

10/06/2014WRCC00800564. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in com-
pleting the national sexual health strategy; and when he expects to publish same. [24717/14]

10/06/2014WRCC00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Sexual Health Strategy 2014-
2020 is currently being finalised and I intend to submit a Memorandum to Government shortly 
seeking approval for its implementation. I will arrange for its publication as soon as practicable 
thereafter if approved by Government.

10/06/2014WRCC00950Ambulance Service Provision

10/06/2014WRCC01000565. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 242 of 15 May 2014 and 121 of 29 May 2014, if he has received a response from 
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the national ambulance service; if so, the steps he will take to address the situation; if he has 
not received a reply to date, the reason for same in view of the fact that the national ambulance 
service has had such reports for up to six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24735/14]

10/06/2014WRCC01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As indicated in my response to the Deputy’s 
most recent parliamentary question on this matter, No. 121 of 29 May 2014, I forwarded the 
relevant documents to the National Ambulance Service (NAS) for investigation.

Having reviewed the documents, the NAS has indicated that the issues raised are largely 
operational matters.  The range of issues includes; control reconfiguration, roster reviews, ad-
vanced paramedic development, deployment of resources to new stations (Tuam, Mulranny, 
and Loughlynn) and dynamic deployment protocols for existing resources.  I am informed that 
all of these issues will be managed via the normal pathways within the service for staff and 
management discussion.  In that regard I have been assured that NAS is committed to working 
with staff associations to resolve any issues  raised. 

10/06/2014WRCC01150Medical Card Appeals

10/06/2014WRCC01200566. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24736/14]

10/06/2014WRCC01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand that 
from the Deputy’s correspondence that, after appeal, the original HSE decision not to award a 
medical card was upheld.

While I appreciate the situation, under the legislation, determination of eligibility for a 
medical card is the responsibility of the HSE and, as I have no role in this process,  it would be 
inappropriate for me to interfere.

The Government has decided to develop a new policy framework for eligibility for the 
award of medical cards to take account of on-going medical conditions. The HSE has estab-
lished an Expert Panel to examine the range of conditions that should be considered as a basis 
of eligibility and has been asked to make an early report to Government.

In this context, the HSE has decided to suspend reviews of medical cards where discretion 
had been exercised to take account of medical circumstances, pending the outcome of this pro-
cess. This includes people who are currently in the appeals process. The HSE has extended eli-
gibility of the individuals concerned, who are in the process of being advised in the normal way.

The Government is examining how best to address the situation of persons with serious 
medical conditions who had been issued with a medical card on a discretionary basis, but who 
have already completed the review process (and appeal process, as relevant) and who are not 
eligible to retain that card. The Government is examining the most effective and timely way of 
progressing such change. 

10/06/2014WRCC01350Medical Card Data

10/06/2014WRCC01400567. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
of the cost of the average medical card, including the direct cost to the general practitioner; a 
breakdown of the indirect cost, to include the cost of drugs and other schemes which the medi-
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cal card permits exemption; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24752/14]

10/06/2014WRCC01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Given the large 
number of medical card holders, GP visit card holders, the variety of payment arrangements and 
the variation in drug costs, a single average annual cost figure in respect of the medical card and 
GP visit card is not a sufficiently refined measure for analysis.

The HSE has estimated that the average cost of services per eligible cardholder in 2012 was 
around €1,026. This comprises of payment of an average of €243 per cardholder to GPs and 
payment to pharmacists of €783 per person who availed of drugs. 

The HSE has stated that the cost of a medical card is heavily dependent on the age of the 
cardholder and can range from €200 for a cardholder aged 16 to 44 as compared to €2,000 for 
a person aged over 70. The average cost of a medical card in any year is dependent on the mix 
of cardholders. 

The additional information requested by the Deputy is not available.

10/06/2014WRCC01550National Lottery Funding Applications

10/06/2014WRCC01600568. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 631 and 632 of 17 December 2013, the position regarding the number of groups 
which made applications under lottery funding for health scheme; the persons he met; where he 
met them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24778/14]

10/06/2014WRCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As previously indicated to the Deputy Na-
tional Lottery grant applications are received by my Department from a range of community 
and voluntary organisations involved in various health related activities. They are considered 
having regard to the information provided on the completed application forms. An interview is 
not a requirement of the scheme.

10/06/2014WRCC01750Hospital Appointment Delays

10/06/2014WRCC01800569. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 987 of 25 March 2014, the reason a person (details supplied) has to wait a year for an ultra-
sound in Tallaght Hospital, Dublin; if he will provide an update on this question; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24779/14]

10/06/2014WRCC01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand the HSE wrote to the Deputy on 
11 April in relation to this matter. I have referred the Deputy’s further question to the HSE, in 
order for them to reply directly to him.

10/06/2014WRCC01950Patient Files

10/06/2014WRCC02000570. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the steps taken to ensure that all 
personal information provided to the PCRS remains secure, especially information relating to 
bank accounts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24787/14]

10/06/2014WRCC02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the Deputy.  I will revert to the 
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Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

  Question No. 571 answered with Question No. 460.

  Question No. 572 answered with Question No. 467.

  Question No. 573 answered with Question No. 548.

  Question No. 574 answered with Question No. 460.

10/06/2014WRDD00150Ports Development

10/06/2014WRDD00200575. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on plans for a port (details supplied) in County Louth; if there are any 
other proposals to in-fill Dublin Bay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24514/14]

10/06/2014WRDD00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The publication 
of the Government’s National Port Policy (NPP) in March 2013 has set the framework for the 
future development and ownership of ports in Ireland.  The core objective of NPP is to facilitate 
a competitive and effective market for maritime transport services.  NPP categorises the State 
commercial ports sector into:

  - Ports of National Significance Tier 1 (Dublin, Cork and Shannon Foynes);
  - Ports of National Significance Tier 2 (Rosslare and Waterford); and 
  - Ports of Regional Significance (Drogheda, Dún Laoghaire, Galway, New Ross and 
     Wicklow). 

This tiered categorisation of the sector is in line with revised European transport policy, the 
new Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) Regulation.  Under this Ireland’s Ports of 
National Significance (Tier 1) fall into the European ‘core’ network while our Ports of National 
Significance (Tier 2) are in the European ‘comprehensive’ network. 

NPP provides for the designated Ports of Regional Significance being transferred to more 
appropriate local authority led governance structures.  This is in line with wider government 
reforms to transfer functions to local authorities where appropriate.  The five Ports of Regional 
Significance retain important roles as facilitators of their regional economies and as centres of 
marine related amenity and tourism activities.  Government recently approved the draft Scheme 
of the Harbours (Amendment) Bill 2014 which will provide the primary legislative framework 
to enable these 5 ports to be transferred by Ministerial Order to local authority led governance 
structures.  The Ports of National Significance are our key international maritime gateways 
handling over 90% of all tonnage through our ports and of significance in terms of national 
competitiveness.  All three Tier 1 ports have master plans in place covering the next 30 years. 
Ireland currently has enough port capacity to meet existing demand and, in keeping with NPP, 
Ports of National Significance will lead the response to future national port capacity.  As such 
Dublin Port Company, with the required scale and experience, will lead any major future devel-
opment at Bremore or any other location on the east coast should it ever be required. 

Dublin Port Company published a masterplan in 2012 to guide the development of Dublin 
Port in the period to 2040.  Dublin Port is committed in its master plan to utilise the existing 
footprint of the port to the greatest extent possible.  The company currently has an application 
with An Bord Pleanála for the redevelopment of Alexander Basin that includes a proposal to 
infill an existing basin within the Port at Berth 52 and 53.  However the previous proposals to 
infill significant parts of Dublin Bay under the Dublin Gateway plan, that were previously re-
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jected by An Bord Pleanála, do not form part of Dublin Port’s plans.

Dublin Port’s master plan is endorsed within NPP and is available on their website Dublin-
port.ie.

10/06/2014WRDD00350Departmental Agencies Board Remuneration

10/06/2014WRDD00400576. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cir-
cumstances in which a person (details supplied) retained an additional allowance in respect of 
the chairmanship of a State body, which is paid over and above their salary as CEO of another 
State body; if the retention of that additional allowance was in breach of Government pay poli-
cy; if such payment was required as a result of pre-existing contractual obligations to the person 
prior to the adoption of the so-called one person, one salary principle; if other public service or 
Civil Service personnel are in receipt of similar allowances and, if so, the details of same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24526/14]

10/06/2014WRDD00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Mr. Kieran Mul-
vey was appointed as Chairman of the Irish Sports Council for a 5 year term commencing 16 
September 2010 by the then Minister, Mary Hanafin.  Mr. Mulvey’s warrant provided for the 
payment of a fee of €8,978 per annum in respect of the position.  This warrant was approved by 
the then Minister, Mary Hanafin.    

On 18 October 2011, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) issued a 
direction known as the One Person One Salary principle.  This direction was that anyone in the 
Public Sector who was in receipt of a fee for sitting on State boards in an ex-officio capacity or 
on behalf of their parent Department or organisation, or being nominated to such board positions 
independently of their public service employment, should cease to be paid such remuneration 
from 1 November 2011.  The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform confirmed that 
where there is a contractual obligation to pay fees this can be honoured.  However arrangements 
should be put in place by the relevant body to have the fee terminated at the earliest legally ac-
ceptable opportunity, normally on expiry of the appointment.   

Mr. Mulvey is not in breach of Government pay policy as he was appointed Chairperson 
prior to the One Person One Salary principle and payment of his Chairperson’s fee is the sub-
ject of a contractual obligation.  The payment of board fees is a matter for the individual state 
agency.  All state agencies under my Department’s remit have been advised of the One Person 
One Salary principle.  Neither I nor my Department have been advised of any other civil or 
public service personnel being in a similar situation.

10/06/2014WRDD00550Commencement of Legislation

10/06/2014WRDD00600577. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the leg-
islative provisions in respect of his Department that have been passed by the Oireachtas since 
2011 but which have not come into effect to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24157/14]

10/06/2014WRDD00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Since March 
2011, the following legislative provisions in respect of my Department have been passed by 
the Oireachtas but have not yet come into effect.  On 20 March last, I signed an Order com-
mencing sections 9 and 14 to 26 of the Road Traffic Act 2014 with immediate effect.  Under the 
same order, sections 3 to 5, 7 and 8 are commenced from 1 August 2014.  It is my intention to 
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commence the remaining section 6 and sections 10 to 13 as soon as practicable.  My Depart-
ment is engaging with the bodies which will have responsibility for implementation - An Garda 
Síochána, the Road Safety Authority and the Medical Bureau of Road Safety - with a view to 
ensuring that the necessary measures are in place to implement the remaining sections.  I will 
commence them once this is the case.   

The Road Safety Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act, 2012, sections 36, 
43, 44 (a)-(b) and 45, relating to enforcement, have not yet been commenced.  My Department 
is engaging with the agencies responsible with a view to the implementation of these remaining 
sections in the near future.   

Statutory Instrument No. 163 of 2014 completed the commencement of the Taxi Regulation 
Act 2013 in April this year with the exception of section 49.  Section 49 of the Act, relating to 
making of a fixed payment following service of a summons in order to pre-empt a court hearing, 
will be commenced in tandem with similar provisions for road traffic offences.

10/06/2014WRDD00750Road Safety

10/06/2014WRDD00800578. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the number of inspections carried out by the Road Safety Authority on articulated trucks and 
all other commercial vehicles in the greater Dublin area in 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and 
the number of repeat inspections that have been carried out in the past 24 months. [24186/14]

10/06/2014WRDD00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The subject matter 
of this question is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority and I have referred the ques-
tion to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response 
has not been received within ten days.

10/06/2014WRDD00950Rail Services

10/06/2014WRDD01000579. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
contact the CEO of Iarnród Éireann requesting that additional security personnel be deployed 
on DART services during the summer months; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[24331/14]

10/06/2014WRDD01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The safety and 
security of passengers and staff including arrangements to deal with anti-social behaviour 
on DART services is a matter for Irish Rail in conjunction, as appropriate, with the Gardaí.  I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

10/06/2014WRDD01150Driver Licences

10/06/2014WRDD01200580. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
make provision for the transposition into Irish law of Directive 2012/36/EU, which eliminates 
the requirement for lorries and buses to have manual gear boxes.  [24374/14]

10/06/2014WRDD01300581. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the differences in the application of regulations relating to driving tests 
in Ireland and Northern Ireland (details supplied); and if he is concerned that this may result in 
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competition issues for driving instructors operating in Border counties.  [24375/14]

10/06/2014WRDD01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 580 and 581 together.

Irish legislation on driver licensing operates within the framework of EU legislation.  The 
principal EU law on driver licensing is Directive 126 of 2006.  This has been amended a num-
ber of times, including by Directive 36 of 2012.  Directive 36 of 2012 allows Member States 
the option that drivers who have passed a test for vehicles of categories C, CE, D, and DE with 
an automatic transmission to drive vehicles of those categories with a manual transmission, 
providing that they also have a licence to drive vehicles of categories B, BE, C, CE, C1, C1E, 
D, D1 or D1E, and that when tested they underwent tests in safe and energy-efficient driving.  
Ireland has not adopted this measure.

10/06/2014WRDD01450Public Procurement Regulations

10/06/2014WRDD01500582. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that CIE has introduced new procurement rules which will 
restrict small companies from tendering for work with CIE group companies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24407/14]

10/06/2014WRDD01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Chairman of 
CIÉ in her report to me of 30th April 2014 under the Code of Practice for the Governance of 
State Bodies confirmed that the CIÉ Group Procurement Policy is in place to ensure compli-
ance with the EU Public Procurement and Utilities Directives, as well as Board and Govern-
ment policies.  The Chairman also stated that substantially all procurements over the qualifying 
thresholds were put to open tender and inserted in the EU Journal where appropriate.  While 
some exceptions were reported these have been substantially reduced in recent years.   

I have also forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

10/06/2014WRDD01650Bus Éireann Services

10/06/2014WRDD01700583. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when a further reply will issue to correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24410/14]

10/06/2014WRDD01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand that 
Bus Éireann has now responded to the Deputy by letter dated 6 June 2014.

10/06/2014WRDD01850Regional Road Network

10/06/2014WRDD01900584. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding funding (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24480/14]

10/06/2014WRDD02000596. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consider the provision of funding for improvement works to local tertiary and cul-de-sac roads 
in the south and west Kerry electoral area.  [24794/14]
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10/06/2014WRDD02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 584 and 596 together.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility 
of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  
Works on such roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State 
road grants.   

In January 2014, my Department allocated a total of €332 million for regional and local 
roads.  €12.7million was allocated to Kerry County Council, including  €6.55 million for the 
Restoration Improvement Grant Programme (RI).  Furthermore, on 20 May, my Department 
announced a further €20m in stimulus funding for regional and local road improvements, of 
which Kerry received a further €507,531 for Restoration Improvement works and €440,037 for 
Community Involvement Schemes.  The selection and prioritisation of works to be undertaken 
under the additional RI allocation is a matter for the local authority and the authority also has 
flexibility in relation to re-prioritising its original RI programme as necessary.   

It is, therefore, open to Kerry County Council to undertake works under the additional RI 
allocation, to re-prioritise its RI programme if it wishes, to fund works from its Discretionary 
Grant or to progress projects through its own resources.

10/06/2014WRDD02150National Car Test

10/06/2014WRDD02200585. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
actions he will undertake to reduce the waiting time for the NCT test; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24484/14]

10/06/2014WRDD02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The subject matter 
of this question is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority and I have referred the ques-
tion to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response 
has not been received within ten days.

10/06/2014WRDD02350Penalty Points System

10/06/2014WRDD02400586. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 255 of 2 April 2014, if he will provide a further update on 
the implementation of recommendation 4.4 of the Garda Inspectorate report entitled The Fixed 
Charge Processing System: A 21st Century Strategy, regarding the need to commence section 
44 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 to put the third payment option in place; and if he will provide 
an up-to-date timeline for the implementation of this third payment option.  [24505/14]

10/06/2014WRDD02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Section 44 of the 
Road Traffic Act 2010 deals with the payment of a fixed charge on service of a summons to 
court.  It is also known as the “3rd payment option” and has not yet been commenced because 
the administrative structure for dealing with the option is not yet in place.  A sub-group of the 
Criminal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System) Working Group is in the process of work-
ing through the operation of the proposed third payment option and identifying what changes to 
existing systems and procedures are necessary.     

I understand that a number of administrative and technical matters will need to be addressed 
by the Gardaí and Courts Services and a suitable IT solution put in place so that this option can 
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be implemented.  There are also substantial capital and running costs involved.  It is necessary 
to analyse the costs associated with this in detail and put together a business case to underpin 
the funding proposal.  It is envisaged that this recommendation will be implemented in the next 
year.  I look forward to this “3rd payment option” coming into effect during 2015 as its non-
implementation has meant that I cannot commence a number of other sections in the 2010 Act 
as the provisions contained are interrelated.

10/06/2014WRDD02550Penalty Points System

10/06/2014WRDD02600587. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will provide an update on the work of the criminal justice working group established to 
implement the recommendations of the Garda Inspectorate report entitled The Fixed Charge 
Processing System: A 21st Century Strategy.  [24506/14]

10/06/2014WRDD02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Criminal Jus-
tice Working Group was established in March 2014 on foot of a recommendation in the Garda 
Inspectorate Report on the Fixed Charge Processing System.  The Group is jointly chaired by 
my Department and the Department of Justice and Equality and comprises representatives of all 
relevant Departments and agencies. To date, the Group has held six meetings and I understand 
that very good progress has been made on implementation of the short-term actions set out in 
the report.      

Part of the terms of reference for the Group is that progress reports will be made to Govern-
ment on a six monthly basis.  The first progress report is due in July 2014.

10/06/2014WRDD02750Driver Licences

10/06/2014WRDD02800588. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the agreement on the mutual recognition of driver licences between 
Ireland and Ontario that he recently announced was nearing completion; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [24558/14]

10/06/2014WRDD02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Agreements on 
mutual recognition of driving licences involve very detailed negotiations.  On the Irish side, 
these negotiations are undertaken by the Road Safety Authority (RSA).  In Canada, each in-
dividual province is responsible for its own driver licensing rules.  The RSA has therefore 
been in negotiations with the various provinces in Canada, with a priority given to reaching an 
agreement with Ontario due to the large numbers of Irish residents there.  I understand from the 
RSA that most issues have been agreed with Ontario.  However the issue of licences based on 
exchange for a third country licence has delayed matters.  My Department is aware of this, and 
has been in communication with the embassy in Ottawa in order to explore ways of overcom-
ing this.   

Reaching such an agreement is not only a matter of facilitating the exchange of licences 
by Irish residents in Canada or by Canadian residents in Ireland.  Rather it also involves both 
sides ensuring that the people licensed to drive in the other jurisdiction are properly qualified.  
As a result, when Ireland makes agreements of this kind with other jurisdictions, we require, 
as a standard component of the agreement, that we will not accept for exchange licences issued 
by the other jurisdiction if those licences were in turn derived from an exchange with a third 
country with which we do not have an exchange relationship.   
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I am keen to see exchange agreements reached with the Canadian provinces as soon as pos-
sible.

10/06/2014WRDD02950Sports Capital Programme Applications

10/06/2014WRDD03000589. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding a sports capital grant in respect of a club (details supplied) in County Mayo. 
[24588/14]

10/06/2014WRDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I can confirm that an application has been submitted by this club under the 2014 Sports 
Capital Programme and the Deputy’s support is noted.  I hope to announce allocations later this 
year.

10/06/2014WRDD03150Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRDD03200590. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will list in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein which refer to powers 
delegated to the Minister of State with special responsibility for tourism and sport; if he will 
detail the titles of civil servants who report directly to said Minister of State and what they are 
responsible for; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24610/14]

10/06/2014WRDD03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There has been no 
statutory delegation of functions to Minister of State Ring and therefore there are no legisla-
tive powers for which he has direct responsibility.  However, after my appointment in 2011, 
I allocated Ministerial responsibilities internally within my Department to both Minister of 
State Ring and Minister of State Kelly.  These allocations were not done on a statutory basis.

In the case of Minister of State Ring, I assigned him general responsibility for domestic 
tourism and sport with a particular focus on:

  - Domestic tourism marketing and Home Holiday campaign
  - Sports tourism events
  - Cultural tourism, festivals and other tourism-generating events
  - Sports Capital Programme and Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme
  - Developing Sports Policy
  - Engagement with Irish Sports Council and Local Sports Partnerships on promoting 
     participation in sport, recreation and physical activity European agenda on sport, including
     attendance at Council of Sports Ministers.

  The Assistant Secretary with responsibility for Tourism and Corporate Affairs and the As-
sistant Secretary with responsibility for Sport, Human Resources and Economic and Financial 
Evaluation along with the Principal Officers with responsibility for these sports and tourism 
functions within the Department report directly to the Minister of State in relation to those func-
tions, as do the staff of his private office.

10/06/2014WRDD03350Ministerial Responsibilities

10/06/2014WRDD03400591. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will list in tabular form all legislation and specific sections therein which refer to powers del-
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egated to the Minister of State with special responsibility for public and commuter transport; if 
he will detail the titles of the civil servants who report directly to said Minister of State; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [24619/14]

10/06/2014WRDD03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There has been no 
statutory delegation of functions to Minister of State Kelly and therefore there are no legisla-
tive powers for which he has direct responsibility.  However, after my appointment in 2011, I 
allocated Ministerial responsibilities internally within my Department to both Minister of State 
Kelly and Minister of State Ring.  These allocations were not done on a statutory basis.

In the case of Minister of State Kelly, I agreed to consult with him on all decisions on CIE, 
its subsidiaries and the NTA.  I also allocated Minister of State Kelly lead responsibility for:

  - Real Time Passenger Information and Integrated Ticketing; 
  - Rural Transport policy including the pursuit of integration with other local transport 
    services (school, HSE, LITs, voluntary groups and Cross Border Community Transport) in
    line with Programme for Government commitments; 
  - Implementation of the recommendations of review of taxi regulation and organisation of
    the Taxi Forum in line with Programme for Government commitments; 
  - Prioritisation of the NTA Advisory Council’s activities and attendance where necessary;  
  - the National Sustainable Transport Office; 
  - Smarter Travel Initiatives; 
  - Integration of land use planning strategies with transport strategies; 
  - Promotion of cycling and walking and workplace travel planning, including the rollout of
    the city bike schemes as per the Programme for Government; 
  - Accessibility issues in public transport; and the Railway Safety Commission.

  The Assistant Secretaries and heads of function with responsibility for these sustainabil-
ity, public and commuter transport functions within the Department report directly to the Min-
ister of State in relation to the above responsibilities as do the staff of his private office.

10/06/2014WREE00150Motor Tax Collection

10/06/2014WREE00200592. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to introduce a levy on HGV vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24674/14]

10/06/2014WREE00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have no plans to 
introduce a levy on heavy goods vehicles.

For the Deputy’s information consideration is being given to the introduction of a pay as 
you go motor tax regime for HGVs.  I draw his attention to my response to Parliamentary Ques-
tion 964 of May 27th.

10/06/2014WREE00350Taxi Regulations

10/06/2014WREE00400593. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether the current protocol and regulations for the taxi industry meet the requirements and 
needs of the taxi driver. [24675/14]

10/06/2014WREE00500594. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether the current regulations are prohibitive to new entrants to the taxi industry; if the new 
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regulations mean there are further set-up/on-going costs to taxi drivers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [24676/14]

10/06/2014WREE00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 593 and 594 together.

The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is a matter for the Na-
tional Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act, 2013.  My 
role relates to the overall policy for the sector. 

There have been many changes to the policy framework for the sector in recent years through 
the implementation of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report, 2011.  In 
particular the introduction and commencement of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013, together with 
the new SPSV regulations introduced by the NTA, gives the necessary legal underpinning to 
many of the actions recommended in the Review Report.  The aim is to allow consumers to 
have confidence in the SPSV sector while also ensuring that legitimate and professional taxi 
operators and drivers can be rewarded fairly by operating under a regulatory regime that is ad-
equately enforced. 

I have referred your specific queries regarding the costs associated with setting-up in the 
SPSV industry to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not get a 
response within 10 working days.

10/06/2014WREE00650Superannuation Schemes

10/06/2014WREE00700595. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport being 
taken to resolve the major dispute involving the Irish airlines superannuation scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24704/14]

10/06/2014WREE00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Resolution of the 
funding difficulties in the Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme (IASS), where there is a deficit 
of over €760 million, is a matter for the Trustees, the companies participating in the Scheme, 
the members and the Pensions Board.  The deficit in the scheme has arisen over the years as 
the companies and the members did not put enough into the scheme to match the benefits that 
were expected/promised.  Resolution of the issues will involve contributions from all the parties 
involved.

The trustees of the IASS announced in February that they had decided in principle on a 
number of changes to address the funding difficulties of the scheme.  The trustees, who are 
central to any solution to the funding difficulties, are required by law to act in the best interests 
of all members: active, deferred and pensioner.

Following consultations among the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, the De-
partment of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, IBEC and ICTU, an Expert Panel was established 
on the 3rd of March to carry out an investigation of how the industrial relations issues relating 
to the scheme could be resolved. 

On the 30th of May, the Expert Panel updated the Departments, IBEC and ICTU on progress 
to date.  The Panel has confirmed that it has had a productive round of engagements with the 
various stakeholders.  The Expert Panel is expected to submit their final report within the next 
week.

Question No. 596 answered with Question No. 584.
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10/06/2014WREE00950Driving Tests Waiting Lists

10/06/2014WREE01000597. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an early 
appointment to complete a rigid truck driving test can be facilitated in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24800/14]

10/06/2014WREE01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Driver testing is 
the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority, and I have no role in relation to indi-
vidual cases.  I have therefore forwarded the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

10/06/2014WREE01150Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

10/06/2014WREE01200598. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
initiate an investigation into the circumstances of the death and burial of an estimated 800 chil-
dren, who had been residents of the Tuam mother and children home run by the Bon Secours 
order; if he will make funding available from his Department in order to raise a suitable memo-
rial over the site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24093/14]

10/06/2014WREE01300605. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he or his 
Department received a report from Adoption Rights Now outlining concerns regarding adop-
tion in Ireland since 1922 and about high mortality rates amongst infants in particular institu-
tions; the actions that have been taken since he received the report; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24397/14]

10/06/2014WREE01400606. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the action 
he will take and the role his Department will play in probing the deaths of children in the mother 
and children home in Tuam, County Galway and in other mother and baby homes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24511/14]

10/06/2014WREE01500608. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his 
plans regarding the situation of the discovery of the deaths of children that has been uncovered 
in the mother and baby home in Tuam, County Galway; when his Department learned of the 
number of deaths of children in the mother and baby home in Tuam; if this home received State 
funding, if so, the amount in each year it received funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24792/14]

10/06/2014WREE01600609. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his 
plans to increase the number of files that can be made available to mothers whose children were 
in mother and baby homes; his plans to increase the number of files about the mothers, fathers 
and families of adults who were in mother and baby homes; if any discussions have taken place 
with the Health Service Executive and any religious organisations to make this happen; if so, 
which religious organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24798/14]

10/06/2014WREE01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 598, 605, 606, 608 and 609 together.

The revelations in Tuam, Co. Galway have brought to the fore the situation in other Mother 
and Baby Homes throughout the country.  The practices in Mother and Baby homes have to 
date not featured prominently in the various reviews and investigations which have dealt with 
many of the past abuses which were inflicted on vulnerable citizens, many of them women and 
children. 
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It is fully recognised by me and my Government colleagues that we need to establish the 
truth.  As has been announced, active consideration is being given to the best means of address-
ing the harrowing details emerging regarding the children who died many years ago in Mother 
and Baby Homes and the many questions raised regarding these deaths.  

We will properly review these issues and we will not confine this review to Tuam.

My colleagues and I have tasked officials from key Government Departments with scoping 
these issues so that Government can make decisions on the precise content, format and method 
of organising this review.  Relevant Government Departments have met and are working to-
gether in preparation for the Government’s early consideration and determination of the best 
course of action. 

The cross-departmental initiative underway will examine these matters and report to Gov-
ernment on how they might be addressed.  Departments involved include the Department of 
Justice and Equality, the Department of Health, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, 
the Department of Education and Skills, the Department of Social and Family Affairs and the 
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.  Amongst the decisions 
to be made by Government in finalising arrangements as part of its overall deliberations on the 
format and conduct of the review will be the assignment of lead responsibility for implementa-
tion.

Such scoping work is essential if fully informed decisions are to be made and matters are 
to be dealt with effectively.  This is the experience in effectively initiating successful review 
processes in recent years.  The work will proceed speedily and promptly.  It will consider all of 
the issues which have arisen and the particular factors which the review will need to take into 
account including, for example, the passage of time.  Government will be kept up to date and 
expects to have the product of this consideration before the end of the month.  

I will provide a further update to the Deputy in the coming days.

10/06/2014WREE01750Sexual Offences

10/06/2014WREE01800599. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 646 of 27 May 2014, his plans to address the funding crisis of rape 
support services to ensure that the State is in compliance with the directive; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [24340/14]

10/06/2014WREE01900607. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
provide funding to the Rape Crisis Network Ireland that will enable this best practice, whole 
of governance resource to survive beyond 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24567/14]

10/06/2014WREE02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 599 and 607 together.

The Question from the Deputy makes reference to Parliamentary Question No. 646 of 27 
May 2014.  This Parliamentary Question was replied to by my colleague, the Minister for Jus-
tice and Equality, Ms Frances Fitzgerald T.D.  The Minster, Deputy Fitzgerald replied to the 
Deputy in relation to the implementation of the EU Victims of Crime Directive including those 
who have suffered from sexual violence as policy for this area rests with her Department.  The 
EU Victims of Crime Directive requires member states to establish free of charge and confiden-
tial specialist support services for victims.  I am replying to the Deputy in relation to the funding 
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of Rape Crisis Centres and Refuges.  

Responsibility for the funding of the Rape Crisis Centres and Refuges previously funded by 
the HSE became the responsibility of the new Child and Family Agency upon its establishment 
on 1st January, 2014.  In 2013 the HSE spent over €17 million on the provision of domestic and 
sexual violence services. 

This included the funding of 60 services throughout the country comprising:-

 - €10m for 20 Crisis Refuges

 - Over €4 million for 16 Rape Crisis Centres 

 - Almost €3.5 million for 24 Support Services. 

Funding in 2014 for Domestic, Sexual and Gender based Violence Services has been re-
tained at 2013 levels. 

Rape Crisis Network Ireland had a two year service level agreement with the HSE which 
expired on 31st December, 2013, but was extended to 31st March, 2014 to allow for establish-
ment of the Child and Family Agency, the appointment of a Programme Manager for Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender based Violence Services and to enable the Agency to tender for future sup-
port services to support frontline agencies.  The Agency has advised that this contract has now 
been extended, with revised conditions to the end of 2014.

The Child and Family Agency is currently undertaking a review of Domestic, Sexual and 
Gender Based Violence service provision and will be developing a strategic plan later in 2014, 
to support the delivery of effective and accessible services over the coming years.  The Pro-
gramme Manager for Domestic, Sexual and Gender based Violence Services in the Agency 
will work with the Agency Head of Procurement to establish a tender process, due to begin in 
September, for longer-term provision of support to front-line agencies from 2015.  All qualified 
providers, including the Rape Crisis Network Ireland, may tender for this new contract.

10/06/2014WREE02050School Completion Programme

10/06/2014WREE02100600. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if funding 
for school completion programmes in DEIS schools is ring fenced from cuts in 2014; if not, if 
it can be ring fenced and protected for this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24650/14]

10/06/2014WREE02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The School Com-
pletion Programme (SCP) aims to retain young people in the formal education system to com-
pletion of senior cycle and to generally improve the school attendance, participation and reten-
tion of its target cohort.  The SCP is a targeted intervention aimed at those school communities 
identified through the Department of Education and Skills’ DEIS Action Plan for Educational 
Inclusion.  It involves 124 locally managed projects and related initiatives operating across 470 
primary and 224 post-primary schools to provide targeted supports to approximately 36,000 
children and young people.  The programme’s project model approach gives local communities 
the autonomy to devise innovative approaches to address the needs of young people most at risk 
of early school leaving. 

As with all major spending programmes, the School Completion Programme budget was 
subject to examination under the terms of the 2011 Comprehensive Review of Expenditure 
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(CRE).  This process identified a requirement for savings of 6.5% per annum across the pro-
gramme over the period 2012 to 2014.

Since its establishment the Child and Family Agency has had operational responsibility for 
the School Completion Programme, including the allocation of funds to projects within the 
programme.  I am advised that proposals have yet to be formulated by the Agency in relation 
to the funding for SCP projects in the coming 2014/2015 academic year.  As an initial step the 
Agency has invited all SCP Projects to commence planning for the next cycle of the programme 
within the available funding parameters.  The Agency will continue to work closely with Local 
Management Committees, schools and local SCP co-ordinators to assist projects through this 
process.

The potential for any changes in the funding allocated to this programme in future years is 
a matter to be considered in the estimates and budgetary process having regard to the resources 
available to Government.

10/06/2014WREE02250School Completion Programme

10/06/2014WREE02325601. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason for 
the funding reduction to the Deeside school completion programme in 2014; if he is concerned 
at the impact of this reduction on the service; if this decision will be reviewed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24653/14]

10/06/2014WREE02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The School Com-
pletion Programme (SCP) aims to retain young people in the formal education system to com-
pletion of senior cycle and to generally improve the school attendance, participation and reten-
tion of its target cohort.  The SCP is a targeted intervention aimed at those school communities 
identified through the Department of Education and Skills’ DEIS Action Plan for Educational 
Inclusion.  It involves 124 locally managed projects and related initiatives operating across 470 
primary and 224 post-primary schools to provide targeted supports to approximately 36,000 
children and young people.  The programme’s project model approach gives local communities 
the autonomy to devise innovative approaches to address the needs of young people most at risk 
of early school leaving.  I am advised that this project has a budget of €234,798 for the 2013/ 
2014 school year to provide targeted supports to students in three post-primary school and four 
primary schools. 

As with all major spending programmes, the School Completion Programme budget was 
subject to examination under the terms of the 2011 Comprehensive Review of Expenditure 
(CRE).  This process identified a requirement for savings of 6.5% per annum across the pro-
gramme over the period 2012 to 2014.

Since its establishment the Child and Family Agency has operational responsibility for the 
School Completion Programme, including the allocation of funds to projects within the pro-
gramme.  I am advised that proposals have yet to be formulated by the Agency in relation to 
the funding for SCP projects in the coming 2014/2015 academic year.  As an initial step the 
Agency has invited all SCP Projects to commence planning for the next cycle of the programme 
within the available funding parameters.  The Agency will continue to work closely with Local 
Management Committees, schools and local SCP co-ordinators to assist projects through this 
process.

The potential for any changes in the funding allocated to this programme in future years is 
a matter to be considered in the estimates and budgetary process having regard to the resources 
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available to Government.

10/06/2014WREE02450Child and Family Agency Staff

10/06/2014WREE02500602. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
staff at TUSLA, the Child and Family Agency, that are currently employed at the social worker 
management grade; the number of those that are qualified social workers; and the number reg-
istered with CORU. [24664/14]

10/06/2014WREE02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been ad-
vised by TUSLA that at 30th April 2014 there were 65.45 whole time equivalent Principal 
Social Workers employed within local child protection and welfare services of which 100% are 
qualified social workers and 100% have applied for registration with CORU.  Each local area 
maintains a register of all staff who have been registered including their registration number, 
the date of renewal and a copy of their completed Patient Safety Awareness Certificate.  

There are a number of additional staff employed to work as Principal Social Workers within 
TUSLA across other services eg. Adoption, Crisis Intervention Service, Assessment Consulta-
tion & Therapy Service, etc. all of whom are qualified social workers and all of whom have 
applied for registration.  

An updated response with detailed numbers regarding social work management is being 
collated and will be submitted to the Deputy by officials in my Department shortly.

10/06/2014WREE02650Legislative Measures

10/06/2014WREE02700603. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the legisla-
tive provisions in respect of his Department that has been passed by the Oireachtas since 2011 
but have not come into effect to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24145/14]

10/06/2014WREE02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Part 5 of the Child 
Care (Amendment) Act 2011 and a number of sections in Parts 2 and 3 remain to be com-
menced.  A substantial element of the uncommenced sections relates to provisions for special 
care.  Given the legislative framework utilised to manage the interaction between the Child 
Care Act 1991 and the Health Act 2007, in relation to special care provisions, Regulations under 
the Health Act 2007 are required in advance of the commencement of these sections.  Work is 
at an advanced stage in my Department in drafting the required Regulations for Special Care 
Units.  I would hope to have the Regulations finalised in the near future, and shortly thereafter 
to draft a commencement order for the relevant sections of the 2011 Act.  Other sections of the 
Act that are not yet in force are being kept under review as to their commencement in associa-
tion with relevant policy and service developments.

10/06/2014WREE02850Adoption Records Provision

10/06/2014WREE02900604. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his 
plans to amend legislation so that all adopted persons here can access their birth certificate and 
their adoption files once they turn 18 and become an adult; if he has no such plans, the reasons 
for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24365/14]

10/06/2014WREE03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Constitution-
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al and legal barriers to providing access to adoption records, including birth certificates, without 
the consent of the birth mother have been repeatedly highlighted.  The Adoption (Information 
and Tracing) Bill will address this matter but the legislature will be constrained in the nature of 
any access which can be granted to adoption records by these legal issues.  My Department is 
continuing to consult with the Office of the Attorney General on this and on a number of related 
issues.  One reason for the discussions with the Attorney General is to continue to examine 
precisely how this can be done in the context of strong legal advice about the constitutional 
protection of the rights of the natural mother to privacy.  I will continue to explore how far the 
Government can go in the legislation to provide for access to information without breaching 
the Constitution. 

I intend to submit the Heads of Bill for Government approval as soon as these issues have 
been addressed.  Once approved by Government, the Heads of Bill will be sent to the Oireach-
tas Committee on Health and Children for its detailed consideration.  The process of sending 
the Heads of Bill to that Committee will ensure that the provisions of the proposed legislation 
will be subject to public scrutiny and it is open to that Committee to invite submissions from 
all interested parties.

  Questions Nos. 605 and 606 answered with Question No. 598.

  Question No. 607 answered with Question No. 599.

  Questions Nos. 608 and 609 answered with Question No. 598.
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