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29/05/201Questions Nos. 1 to 5, inclusive, answered orally.

29/05/2014WRA00250Summer Works Scheme Expenditure

29/05/2014WRA003006. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to his recent 
announcements regarding school improvements under the summer works scheme, in which 
only applications within categories 1 to 3, inclusive, 5 and 6 have received funding, if his De-
partment has any plans to make any further announcements regarding applications received 
within the other categories; if he will be in a position to make any further funding available to 
cover unsuccessful applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23358/14]

29/05/2014WRA00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Deputy will be aware that the Minister has approved more than €70 million in total on the 
2014 Summer Works Scheme to allow 772 schools nationwide undertake vital improvement 
works to gas, electrical, mechanical, toilet and roofs.  Commensurate with the level of funding 
set aside for the Scheme, applications were assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the 
prioritisation criteria outlined in the Circular accompanying the Scheme.  At a time of limited 
resources, it was necessary to prioritise works in this manner.  However, in accordance with the 
Scheme’s Circular, applications from schools in categories 7 to 10 will be retained and will be 
prioritised for consideration under further rounds of the Summer Works Scheme in the future, 
subject to availability of funding.

Questions Nos. 7 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

29/05/2014WRA00550Pupil-Teacher Ratio

29/05/2014WRA0060010. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to address 
the serious issue of large class sizes within the education system; his views on whether the cur-
rent pupil-teacher ratio is far in excess of where it needs to be in order to provide a comprehen-
sive education to our young students; the way our pupil-teacher ratio compares with other EU 
member states; if he will make a firm commitment to reduce the ratio over the coming years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23359/14]

29/05/2014WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Government’s focus in recent years has been on operating a budgetary programme that is 
designed to return the Government finances to a sustainable basis.  This has helped Ireland to 
return to a position where we are seeing some economic growth.  It is a continuing improve-
ment in our economic growth that will enable us to move to a point in future budgets where we 
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can look again at providing for additional teacher resources in schools which could bring about 
an improvement in PTR and class size.

It is important to point out that within the schools sector we know from international re-
search that while class size is a factor, the quality of teaching is a far more significant factor 
in determining outcomes.  In terms of international comparison, the last published statistics by 
the OECD show Ireland’s PTR at slightly above the OECD average and average class size at 
primary level at 23.9 compared to an OECD average of 21.3.

Questions Nos. 11 and 12 answered orally.

29/05/2014WRA00775Autism Support Services

29/05/2014WRA0080013. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
he did not issue a policy document on educating children with autism and the consequences of 
this failure such that there is complete inconsistency in the way autism spectrum disorder, ASD, 
units have been opened and are now operating, as clearly highlighted in the recently published 
NCSE-ESRI report entitled Understanding Special Class Provision in Ireland: Findings from a 
National Survey of Schools, which found school principals varied widely in their attitudes to-
wards the provision of special classes, with their varied responses highlighting a lack of aware-
ness and understanding of how to set up a special class and the necessary criteria and eligibility 
for establishing them. [23280/14]

29/05/2014WRA00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
My Department’s policy on the education of children with autism resides within the overall 
policies on the education of children including those with special educational needs.  I have 
asked the NCSE to provide me with Policy advice on the education of children with Autism and 
I expect this advice in the Spring of 2015.  This advice will inform the development of future 
policy.

The report to which the Deputy refers was commissioned by the NCSE and undertaken by 
researchers at the ESRI and Trinity College.  The NCSE has advised that the views and opinions 
in the report are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Council.  The NCSE provided policy advice to me in 2011 on the future role of special schools 
and special classes including ASD units which advised that the composition of special classes 
should be determined in response to the needs of children with special educational needs.  Nei-
ther report indicates that the absence of a single policy document on the education of children 
with autism negatively impacted on education provision for these children.

29/05/2014WRA00950Special Educational Needs Staffing

29/05/2014WRA0100014. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the likely impact of 
his Department’s Circular 0030/2014 on children with special needs in our schools; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23375/14]

29/05/2014WRA0110019. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills his response to the 
alarm and disquiet that has been provoked by his Department’s recent Circular 0030/2014 on 
special needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23371/14]

29/05/2014WRA0120041. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way 
he proposes to address the deep concerns that have been expressed with regard to the recently 
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published Circular 0030/2014 on special needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23368/14]

29/05/2014WRA0130046. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has met with 
parents of children with special needs to discuss his Department’s recent Circular 0030/2014; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23379/14]

29/05/2014WRA0140048. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills the implications 
of Circular 0030/2014 for the education of children with special needs; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23373/14]

29/05/2014WRA01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 14, 19, 41, 46 and 48 together.

The purpose of Circular 0030/2014 is not to reduce the number of SNA posts in schools, but 
to clarify the role and purpose of SNA support and to ensure it is targeted at those pupils who 
need it.  My officials have already consulted with school Management Bodies prior to issuing 
the circular and is currently setting up further meetings with Management Bodies and Parent 
representative groups to allay any fears.

There are currently some 10,965 posts available for allocation of which 10,656 SNA posts 
are currently allocated, which is more than at any time previously.  This means that - rather than 
a reduction of SNA posts - there is provision for a further 309 posts to be allocated to schools to 
end-December 2014.  These extra posts will ensure the Government’s policy of ensuring every 
child assessed as needing SNA support will receive access to support.  Implementation of the 
circular should ensure that children’s care needs are better understood so that SNAs can work 
more effectively to assist children in their care.

Question No. 15 answered orally.

29/05/2014WRA01625School Curriculum

29/05/2014WRA0165016. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment has any plans to incentivise the number of students taking physics, chemistry and applied 
mathematics at leaving certificate higher level; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23385/14]

29/05/2014WRA01675Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The NCCA has recently provided me with new specifications for Leaving  Certificate Physics, 
Chemistry and Biology.  However the NCCA will trial the specifications, particularly in the 
context of the proposed new practical examination.  It is expected that these science specifica-
tions will not only attract more higher level students but, for Physics, it is hoped that it will  also 
attract more girls and more students to study Physics at Ordinary level.

The NCCA has commenced its consideration of Applied Mathematics.  It is intended  to 
issue a background paper for consultation in the autumn.  The findings of the  consultation pro-
cess will inform the way forward for Applied Mathematics.  Currently few Leaving Certificate 
candidates opt to study Applied Mathematics.

The STEM sector needs second level students with a scientific and mathematics  back-
ground - both for those young people who intend to enter Higher Education and study in this 
area and also for those who intend to  follow NFQ level 6 and 7 programmes.
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Question No. 17 answered with Question No. 8.

Question No. 18 answered with Question No. 15.

Question No. 19 answered with Question No. 14.

29/05/2014WRA01950State Examinations

29/05/2014WRA0200020. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that all children with dyslexia and other learning difficulties are provided with the assistance 
needed for the leaving certificate this year. [23275/14]

29/05/2014WRA02100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The State Examinations Commission (SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters 
relating to the certificate examinations.  Children with specific learning difficulties, such as 
dyslexia, as well as those with physical conditions, are accommodated in the examinations un-
der the SEC’s scheme of Reasonable Accommodations at the Certificate Examinations (RACE 
Scheme).  However, the existence of a specific learning difficulty does not automatically make 
a candidate eligible to avail of reasonable accommodations in the certificate examinations.  
Even though candidates may have a specific difficulty with reading, writing or spelling, they 
may not require the provision of any special accommodations provided that they can read the 
examination papers at the required level and write legibly.

Appeals against any aspect of the SEC’s decision on RACE applications can be made to an 
Appeals Committee which is independent of the SEC.  Neither I nor my Department have any 
role in reviewing decisions on RACE made by the SEC or the Independent Appeals Committee.

Question No. 21 answered with Question No. 7.

29/05/2014WRA02250Autism Support Services

29/05/2014WRA0230022. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 243 of 4 February 2014, his views on the way his Department’s 
early intervention preschools, set up to support children with a diagnosis of autism, are func-
tioning; if there has been engagement with the primary school teachers and special needs as-
sistants working in these preschool classes as to their capacity, ability, skills and training to 
work with children with autism and children with challenging behaviour; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [23291/14]

29/05/2014WRA02400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I note that the Deputy has clarified that she is referring to private pre-schools which are attended 
by children using their home tuition grant.  Some parents of young children with autism, who 
are eligible for home tuition, requested that my Department accommodate the tuition being pro-
vided in a group setting offered by private providers.  My Department has facilitated direct pay-
ment arrangements with a small number of private pre-school providers, subject to agreed terms 
and conditions.  My Department’s Inspectorate has engaged with one of the private pre-school 
providers and planning for future engagement with the preschools, to include the primary teach-
ers employed by them, will be undertaken by officials of my Department.  Private providers are 
required to comply with the terms of the Home Tuition scheme insofar as it requires that the 
tuition must be provided by a qualified teacher.

Given that the private providers have been selected by parents, it is open to any parent to re-
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vert to Home Tuition in the event that they are in any way dissatisfied with the service provided.

29/05/2014WRA02450Teacher Redeployment

29/05/2014WRA0250023. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether June is too late for the appeals board to sit in relation to teachers from primary schools; 
if he will consider bringing it forward; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23292/14]

29/05/2014WRA02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Primary Staffing Appeals Board meets three times per year - February, June and October.  
The first meeting was held in February, 2014.  Most schools that intend to submit appeals gener-
ally do so for the February meeting of the Appeals Board.  This gives schools an early opportu-
nity to have their appeals heard.

The second meeting of the Appeals Board is normally held in June.  This year it will be 
held on 10 June 2014.  The issue of an earlier timeframe for this meeting has not been raised by 
education partners in their regular discussions with my Department.  My Department is open to 
facilitating the appeals meeting being brought forward into May.  My Department will discuss 
this further with education partners as part of its normal engagement with them in the Autumn 
on the teacher allocation and redeployment process for the 2015/16 school year.

29/05/2014WRA02650Schools Anti-Bullying Procedures

29/05/2014WRA0270024. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the lack of momentum, as reported in the education supplement of a national 
newspaper last week, in implementing the new anti-bullying policy in schools, a circular for 
which issued in September 2013 and which directed schools to implement a new policy, with 
corresponding procedures and practices, prior to the end of the second school term of the school 
year 2013-14; and the steps that will be taken to ensure the effective introduction of the very 
welcome new anti-bullying policy.  [23350/14]

29/05/2014WRA02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
When the new anti-bullying procedures for schools were published last September, it was ac-
knowledged that schools would need time to develop an anti-bullying policy in line with the 
new procedures.  Accordingly the accompanying circular allowed schools a period up to the 
Easter break of this year to make the necessary arrangements, including consultations with the 
school community, for developing and formally adopting an anti-bullying policy which fully 
complies with the requirements of the procedures.

My Department’s Inspectorate will now, as part of its inspection of schools, be specifically 
examining schools compliance with the new anti-bullying procedures including the actions tak-
en to create a positive school culture and to prevent and tackle bullying.  While the newspaper 
article is a cause of concern, the work of the Department’s Inspectorate in the school inspection 
process will give a better overview on how well the new procedures are being implemented at 
school level.  This is an issue that parents and parent associations can also raise directly with 
their school.

29/05/2014WRA02850Gaelscoileanna Issues

29/05/2014WRA0290025. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ap-
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prove an application by a school (details supplied) to set up a new gaelcholáiste on the northside 
of Cork city to cater for the increase in the number of children attending primary education 
taught through the medium of Irish and parents who want their children to be educated through 
Irish. [23279/14]

29/05/2014WRA03000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I can confirm to the Deputy that the Department recently received a submission from an advo-
cacy group concerning the establishment of an all-Irish post-primary school to serve the north 
side of Cork City.  The Department’s current five-year construction plan is focused on meeting 
demographic demands to ensure that every child will have access to a physical school place and 
that our school system is in a position to accommodate increasing pupil numbers.  The submis-
sion in question will, therefore, be considered in the context of the overall need for additional 
school places and or new schools to meet demographic demands into the future.

29/05/2014WRA03050School Management

29/05/2014WRA0310026. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
school (details supplied) has had a manager in place managing the school, and not a board of 
management, for over a year; the reason the manager of the school has reversed the decision 
to take in three first year classes for September 2015 and is now only enrolling two first year 
classes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23278/14]

29/05/2014WRA03200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
In accordance with the provisions of the Education Act 1998, the appointment of a Board of 
Management of a school is a matter for the relevant school patron.  Under the provisions of this 
Act, where a patron determines that the appointment of a board is not practicable, or where the 
patron, with the consent of the Minister, has dissolved a board of management, the patron may 
appoint a manager or managers to perform the functions of the board.  In accordance with these 
provisions, the patron appointed a single manager to the school in question in May 2013.

In relation to the enrolment policy of the school, the Deputy will be aware that this, includ-
ing the number of pupils to be admitted in any given year, is primarily a matter for the school 
authority itself subject to the approval of the patron.  In that regard, my Department has recently 
been informed by the school patron that the manager of the school is currently working with the 
Principal and parents in constructing an admissions policy for 2015.

29/05/2014WRA03250School Closures

29/05/2014WRA0330027. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will alter his 
small schools policy in the wake of remarks he made on a recent visit to County Clare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23383/14]

29/05/2014WRA0340040. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-exam-
ine his plans for small schools following recent comments he made about their importance in 
rural communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23381/14]

29/05/2014WRA0350047. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of 
his recent comments on the need for some communities to retain a small school, if he will re-
verse the changes he introduced in Budget 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23367/14]
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29/05/2014WRA0360049. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will revise the 
budget 2012 changes he introduced for small schools in view of recent comments he made on 
the need for some communities to retain such schools; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [23377/14]

29/05/2014WRA03700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 27, 40, 47 and 49 together.

The Minister has previously made clear on a number of occasions that the final phase of 
the Budget 2012 measure in relation to small schools will not be suspended.  Flexibility was 
introduced to the staffing appeals process for the small schools affected by the budget measure 
to enable them to retain their existing staffing level if they are projecting the required level of 
enrolments for September.

When the Minister was in County Clare recently he stressed that the Budget 2012 measure 
is not about closing small schools.  He indicated that the Budget measure puts their staffing ar-
rangements on a more sustainable basis.  He also indicated that he is open to hearing various 
views in relation to maintaining rural schools.  The Minister has had initial discussions with the 
CPSMA and the INTO in relation to their proposals on the issue of primary school consolida-
tion and reorganisation.

Question No. 28 answered with Question No. 7.

29/05/2014WRA03850International Students

29/05/2014WRA0390029. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide details of the engagement his Department has had with the Department of Justice and 
Equality on the issue of allowing students from outside the European Union to study for fixed 
periods of time in second level schools here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23386/14]

29/05/2014WRA04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The two Departments agreed a shared policy towards unaccompanied non-EEA (Euro-
pean Economic Area) students studying in Irish schools which was articulated in the Review of 
the Student Immigration Regime published in 2010 by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service (INIS).  This allowed a concession whereby such students were only permitted to attend 
fee-paying schools.  This concession is being considered by the two Departments as part of the 
current review of Ireland’s International Education Strategy, which was also published in 2010.

29/05/2014WRA04050School Costs

29/05/2014WRA0410030. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is 
taking to provide free education to families; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23282/14]

29/05/2014WRA04200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Minister is very conscious that costs arise for families as children progress through school.  
He has taken a number of initiatives to reduce the burden on families.  He met the Irish Edu-
cational Publishers’ Association and impressed on them the need to limit the cost of textbooks 
and avoid a position where textbooks are altered unnecessarily.  The Association agreed a vol-
untary Code of Practice.  He published “Guidelines for Developing Textbook Rental Schemes 
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in Schools” and a “Guide for Parents”.  These Guidelines will encourage this practice across 
all schools in our education landscape.  In Budget 2013 the Minister announced that €15m 
had been secured over three years to support primary schools who did not operate book rental 
schemes.  €6.7m of that funding will be distributed to these schools in 2014 and 2015.  The 
balance of €8.3m, will be divided among all other primary schools that currently operate book 
rental schemes in 2015 and 2016.

He has requested schools to consult parents on the school policy in relation to school uni-
forms, so that parents can express a view on the use of lower cost options.

29/05/2014WRB00075Student Grant Scheme Reform

29/05/2014WRB0010031. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to re-
view the operation of the higher education grant scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23281/14]

29/05/2014WRB00200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Following a challenging first year of operation in 2012, SUSI improved its performance 
in 2013.  An external review of SUSI’s business processes was undertaken by Accenture in 
early 2013 to inform improvements in the system for the 2013/14 academic year.  Many of the 
recommendations by the review have now been implemented.  SUSI made significant improve-
ments to its systems and procedures to streamline the grant application, processing and payment 
processes in 2013/14.  Key among these changes were the information-sharing arrangements 
implemented with Government Departments and agencies to reduce the amount of documenta-
tion sought from applicants.  Also, additional staff and management resources were approved 
for SUSI.

CDETB is focusing on continual improvement of service delivery, particularly in relation to 
processes and systems in operation.  In this regard, SUSI is currently developing a programme 
of ongoing improvements to provide enhanced services to grant applicants for the coming aca-
demic year.

29/05/2014WRB00250Special Educational Needs Expenditure

29/05/2014WRB0030032. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he continues to be in a position to meet the educational requirements of children with 
special needs at primary and second level, with particular reference to the availability of special 
needs teachers, special needs assistants and adequate appropriate school places; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [23363/14]

29/05/2014WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Expenditure supporting pupils with Special Educational Needs was some €1.3bn in 2013, 
which represents approximately 15% of the entire budget of my Department.  These resources 
have been protected, or in some areas have been increased in 2014, despite the ongoing se-
vere financial position and a requirement to make expenditure savings across a range of areas.  
This year provision is being made for up to 10,965 Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) of whom 
10,656 are currently in place, over 10,700 Learning Support and Resource Teachers currently 
in place, along with 740 Special Classes attached to mainstream schools. 

More resources than ever before are being provided to ensure that the educational require-
ments of children with special needs can continue to be met at primary and second level and that 
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as many children as possible can be educated with their peers in mainstream education.

29/05/2014WRB00450International Students

29/05/2014WRB0050033. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps 
he is taking to ensure that international students left stranded as a result of the recent closure of 
a number of international language schools can continue their education and be recompensed 
for the cost of discontinued courses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23369/14]

29/05/2014WRB0060045. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills his response to the 
closure of international language schools; the measures he is putting in place to address same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23378/14]

29/05/2014WRB0070050. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures he is 
putting in place following the closure of a number of international language schools; the way 
he plans to help the students affected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23384/14]

29/05/2014WRB00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 33, 45 and 50 together.

The Minister for Education and Skills and the Minister for Justice and Equality have estab-
lished a Task Force to urgently examine the issues raised by the closure of a number of private 
colleges.  The Task Force is chaired by the two Departments and includes representatives from 
QQI, Enterprise Ireland and City of Dublin Education and Training Board as well as represen-
tatives of the private high-quality higher education and English language sectors and the Irish 
Council for International Students (ICOS).  This Group is charged with assessing the scale of 
the issue and, in particular, the number of genuine students who have not yet been accommo-
dated.  It will also determine what capacity is available in the sector to make accommodation 
for students and will oversee a system that seeks to make such accommodation. 

The co-chairs of the Task Force have been asked to make an interim report by this Friday.

29/05/2014WRB00850School Textbooks Rental Scheme

29/05/2014WRB0090034. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there has 
been any further discussion in his Department regarding the possibility of opening up funding 
to two school book rental schemes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23285/14]

29/05/2014WRB0100038. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for Education and Skills in respect of 
schools that are already operating a book rental scheme (details supplied), if such schools will 
be given some financial support to maintain their schemes; if he will reconsider his decision; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23284/14]

29/05/2014WRB01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 34 and 38  together.

In Budget 2013 funding of €5 million for three years was provided to support the estab-
lishment of book rental schemes in primary schools that did not operate such schemes.  DEIS 
schools will receive €150 per child and non-DEIS schools will receive €100 per child in seed 
capital over the next two years to establish book rental schemes.  This will cost approximately 
€6.7m.
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I indicated that following allocation of the initial round of funding, I would re-examine the 
scheme to see if I could allocate funding to primary schools that already had such schemes.  I 
am pleased to advise the Deputies that the balance of the funding, some €8.3m, will be divided 
among all primary schools that currently operate book rental schemes in 2015 and 2016.  These 
schools are expected to receive €18 per pupil or €20 per pupil in DEIS schools over those two 
years.  Every primary school will now benefit from the School Book Rental Scheme.

29/05/2014WRB01150Disadvantaged Status

29/05/2014WRB0120035. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way elements of the 
DEIS programme are being protected in view of the move of aspects of the programme to the 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs. [23273/14]

29/05/2014WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Those elements of the DEIS programme being managed by the National Educational 
Welfare Board (NEWB) transferred to the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in May 
2011.  This included responsibility for the integrated services of Home School Community Li-
aison Scheme, the School Completion Programme as well as the statutory Educational Welfare 
Service.  On 1st January, 2014 the NEWB was abolished and its statutory and administrative 
functions transferred to the Child and Family Agency. 

My Departments liaises with the DCYA and the Child and Family Agency on an ongoing 
basis in relation to those elements of the DEIS programme.

29/05/2014WRB01350School Enrolments

29/05/2014WRB0140036. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the board of management of a school (details supplied), with the 
support of parents and staff, has decided to enrol a junior infants class for September 2014 in 
order to secure the long-term future of the school in a situation of falling numbers of pupils and 
the school being only allowed to take students at second class; if he is aware that this enrolment 
decision did not receive the permission of the trustees or the patron; if he will accept the right 
of parents to choose what school their child can attend; if he will provide the necessary sup-
port for the school to implement the new policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23276/14]

29/05/2014WRB01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I am aware of the proposal by the school referred to by the Deputy in April 2014 to change its 
status to a fully vertical boy’s school i.e. junior infants to 6th class.  However no formal pro-
posal has been made to my Department. 

The decision making authority for a change in school type belongs to the Patron of a school, 
subject to the approval of the Minister for Education and Skills.  Accordingly, an application 
for a change of status must have Patron approval before it can be considered by the Depart-
ment.  On foot of a request for a meeting received by my Department in respect of the school 
concerned, my Department wrote to the Patron to ascertain his views in respect of the proposed 
change of status. 

The Patron responded to my Department advising that the change of status proposed by the 
school concerned did not have Patron approval.  I also understand that the Patron has commu-
nicated his decision in the matter to the Board of Management.  In that context, the Department 
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cannot further consider the matter and cannot agree a change of status that does not have Patron 
approval.

29/05/2014WRB01550School Placement

29/05/2014WRB0160037. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will meet with 
representatives of the parent body whose children urgently require a place to start school in 
Swords in September, where a school (details supplied) has been refused an extra class, even 
though many of these children have siblings in the school, and the alternative schools that start 
at the same time are a considerable distance away and have not, in any case, made offers of 
places.  [23274/14]

29/05/2014WRB01700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I am aware of the decision by the authorities of the school concerned to advise parents of the 
availability of a 7th stream of junior infant places.  It is important that school size is monitored 
and that a balance is preserved among all schools in catchment areas to ensure that one school 
is not expanding at the expense of the viability of another school.  This may sometimes result 
in children not being offered a place in their school of first choice.

There are currently two schools in the area with the same Patron as the school referred to by 
the Deputy, that have either lost or are due to lose mainstream teaching posts.  These schools 
therefore have spare capacity within their buildings and have expressed a willingness to accept 
an additional stream of Junior Infants each, to alleviate any pressure on places in the area.  This 
undertaking was given by these schools on 19th March last after contact with my Department.  
Prior to that date, children may have been refused a school place in the two schools in question 
but this should no longer be the case.  I do not consider that convening a meeting as proposed 
would be beneficial at this time.

Question No. 38 answered with Question No. 34.

29/05/2014WRB01850School Enrolments

29/05/2014WRB0190039. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will be 
making a formal decision in relation to school enrolment policy; when we can expect to see leg-
islative proposals; if he will be broadly following in the UK’s footsteps by bringing enrolment 
policy in line with postcodes, now that we are to be allocated postcodes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [23361/14]

29/05/2014WRB02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
As the Deputy is aware, last September, I published a draft General Scheme for an Education 
(Admission to Schools) Bill, 2013 as well as draft regulations for discussion ahead of enacting 
legislation.  I have stated that my aim in bringing forward legislative proposals in relation to 
school admission is to improve the admissions process and to ensure that the way schools de-
cide on applications is structured, fair and transparent.  The framework also proposes a mecha-
nism for ensuring that every child receives a school place.  The draft General Scheme for an 
Education (Admission to Schools) Bill, 2013 and draft regulations are published on my Depart-
ment’s website.  The Government gave approval in March for drafting the Education (Admis-
sions to Schools) Bill 2014 and the General Scheme has since been referred to the Office of the 
Parliamentary Counsel to the Government for drafting. 

In relation to the UK approach, it is assumed that the Deputy is referring to the availability 
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in the UK of an online map facility which, upon entering a person’s postcode, identifies the 
schools that include that particular postcode area within their catchment area.  The Department 
understands that this facility simply provides information to parents and others about those 
schools which enrol children from a particular area but does not in itself guarantee a place or 
put any obligation on schools in relation to the use of catchment areas.

Regarding the use of catchment area as an oversubscription criteria, it should be noted that 
the approach in the draft regulations published alongside the Draft General Scheme was to 
specify certain oversubscription criteria which would not be permissible.  Otherwise the draft 
regulations provide that schools would have discretion to determine their own oversubscription 
criteria, including whether to apply a catchment area.

Question No. 40 answered with Question No. 27.

Question No. 41 answered with Question No. 14.

29/05/2014WRB02250Special Educational Needs Expenditure

29/05/2014WRB0230042. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he or his Depart-
ment has plans to make additional funding available for psychological services and employ-
ment of special needs assistants within the system; his views on whether cutbacks to the ser-
vices over the past few years have resulted in hundreds of students who are in desperate need of 
assistance failing to qualify for same; if he will acknowledge that in order to create a calm and 
productive educational environment for all students, those both with and without special needs 
requirements, it is vital that all students who require assistance are provided with same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [23360/14]

29/05/2014WRB02400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Expenditure supporting pupils with Special Educational Needs was some €1.3bn in 2013, 
which represents approximately 15% of the entire budget of my Department.  These resources 
have been protected, or in some areas have been increased in 2014, despite the ongoing severe 
financial position and a requirement to make expenditure savings across a range of areas.  Any 
decisions on additional funding would be considered as part of the budgetary process.

The number of Special Needs Assistants available has been increased by 390 posts to 10,965 
posts, of whom 10,656 are currently in place.  Over 10,700 Learning Support and Resource 
Teachers are also currently in place, along with 740 Special Classes attached to mainstream 
schools.  The National Educational Psychological Service currently employs 169 whole time 
equivalent educational psychologists which is the highest complement of staff employed in that 
service since its inception. 

More resources than ever before are being provided to ensure the educational requirements 
of children with special needs can be met and that all children qualifying for support receive 
such support.

Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 15.

29/05/2014WRB02550Education Policy

29/05/2014WRB0260044. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, under the upcoming 
European cohesion policy headline target for education, development and strategy to promote 
the EU flagship initiative, Youth on the Move, he has carried out actions to enhance the perfor-
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mance of our education system.  [23283/14]

29/05/2014WRB02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Youth on the Move is a pack-
age of policy initiatives on education and employment for young people in Europe.  Launched 
in 2010, it is part of the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth.  Un-
der the Europe 2020 strategy, Ireland has signed up to a national headline target to reduce early 
school leaving to 8%, and to increase the number of 30-34 year olds with tertiary education to 
60% by 2020.  Ireland provides annual updates to the European Commission on this target as 
part of the National Reform Programme (NRP) process.  According to the latest data available, 
Ireland’s early school leaving rate was 9.7% in 2012, down from 11.4% in 2010.  The latest 
data also shows that Ireland’s tertiary attainment rate for 30-34 year olds was 51.1% in 2012, 
up from 49.7% in 2011.  These figures represent positive progress towards our EU 2020 target.

Question No. 45 answered with Question No. 33.

Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 14.

Question No. 47 answered with Question No. 27.

Question No. 48 answered with Question No. 14.

Question No. 49 answered with Question No. 27.

Question No. 50 answered with Question No. 33.

29/05/2014WRC00075School Guidance Counsellors

29/05/2014WRC0010051. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expand 
on his recently expressed opinion that guidance is a whole-school activity and does not just in-
volve the guidance counsellor; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23374/14]

29/05/2014WRC00200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Since September 2012 guid-
ance provision is now provided from within the overall staffing allocation of the school.  This 
gives schools greater autonomy to determine how they deploy their teaching resources across 
the competing needs of the school.  The representative organisations for School Principals and 
school management developed a framework that assists schools on how best to manage the 
provision of guidance from within their staffing allocation.  Wherever possible, group work and 
class based activity should be used to maximise the amount of time available for those pupils 
that are in most need of one to one support.

While the school’s guidance planning should involve and, where appropriate, be led by the 
guidance counsellor(s) in the first instance, other members of school staff and management also 
have key roles to play.  Parents and students must be seen as an essential part of the process.  
Through this process schools can, for example, consider the following options for maximising 
the use of their available resources for the provision of guidance:

- Optimise the delivery of personal educational, career and vocational guidance in class 
group settings

- Enable students to use directly the extensive range of guidance tools available through the 
internet from relevant websites (e.g. Qualifax, Careers Portal) 

- Enable some of the curriculum elements of the planned guidance programme to be deliv-
ered through other teachers such as SPHE staff
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- Maximise the role of the pastoral care team in schools

- Ensure that the guidance counsellor has 1:1 time towards meeting the counselling needs of 
students experiencing difficulties or crisis and 

- Refer students with particular difficulties to outside experts who are specialists in particu-
lar relevant areas

In February the Department published a guide to developing student support teams in post 
primary schools.  This is an important resource for schools in promoting and protecting stu-
dents’ well-being and an aid to establishing a team or reviewing an existing team.  I am confi-
dent schools act in the best interests of students when determining how best to use the teaching 
resources available to them.

29/05/2014WRC00250Special Educational Needs Service Provision

29/05/2014WRC0030052. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on his plans for the full implementation of the Education for Persons with Special 
Educational Needs Act 2004 in view of the fact that it is now a decade since the Act was passed 
by the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23365/14]

29/05/2014WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I wish to advise the Deputy that a significant number of sections of the Education for Persons 
with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act have been commenced, principally those estab-
lishing the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) and those promoting an inclusive 
approach to the education of children with special educational needs.  In light of the very dif-
ficult economic situation and the significant costs involved, the previous Government deferred 
the full implementation of EPSEN.

In 2012, my Department requested the NCSE to provide policy advice on how the educa-
tion system can best support children with special educational needs.  The NCSE Report on 
Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools has now been published and 
is available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.  While the report recommends that the EPSEN 
Act be fully implemented as soon as possible, the report also states that the NCSE recognises 
that the current economic climate makes it unlikely that the Government will be able to imple-
ment this recommendation in the short to medium term. 

While awaiting the full implementation of the EPSEN Act, the NCSE has made a number 
of recommendations aimed at developing a better or more effective alternative to the current 
resource allocation model, which aims to move the system towards ultimate implementation of 
the EPSEN Act.  It also recommends that under a proposed new allocation model, all children 
should be allocated additional resources in line with their level of need, rather than by disability 
category.  The Chairperson of the Working Group which was established to develop proposals 
for a new resource allocation model, submitted its report to me on 5th March and I am consider-
ing the report’s recommendations.

29/05/2014WRC00450Insurance Industry Regulation

29/05/2014WRC0050053. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance if he or his officials have raised 
the issue of Setanta Insurance at EU level; if his Department is aware of the reason the Malta 
Financial Services Authority did not use the option of administration instead of liquidation, as 
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was done here in the cases of Quinn Insurance, ICI and the PMPA; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [23552/14]

29/05/2014WRC00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In my role as the Minister for Finance I 
have responsibility for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation 
in Ireland.  The day to day responsibility for the supervision of Irish authorised financial institu-
tions is a matter for the Central Bank of Ireland which is statutorily independent in the exercise 
of its regulatory and supervisory functions.  

Setanta Insurance Company Limited (Setanta) is a Maltese incorporated company which 
was both authorised and prudentially supervised by the Malta Financial Services Authority 
(MFSA).  Its financial position was not supervised by the Central Bank of Ireland.  Setanta was 
regulated at EU level in accordance with a directive known as Solvency I which places require-
ments on the amount of regulatory capital European insurance companies must hold against un-
foreseen events.  I understand that Setanta met its EU regulatory obligations and under EU law 
and was therefore, entitled to trade across EU borders before this development. 

The Central Bank was notified by the MFSA on 16 April that the shareholders of Setanta had 
resolved to wind up the company.  The effect of this was that  Setanta did not have sufficient 
funds to be able to honour its full obligations towards claimants, policyholders and other credi-
tors.  Consequently Setanta was formally placed into liquidation by the MFSA on the 30 April 
2014 and Mr. Paul Mercieca was appointed as Liquidator.  It should be noted that the option of 
placing the company into administration as happened to Quinn Insurance - thus supporting the 
operation of the business on a going concern and safeguarding the interests of all policyholders 
- is not an option available under Maltese law. 

My officials have been in discussions with the Central Bank of Ireland, the MFSA and with 
the Setanta Liquidator and I have asked them to convey my wish that every effort is made to 
facilitate Setanta policyholders in obtaining new motor insurance policies and in understanding 
their overall position.  Furthermore the Central Bank continues to have ongoing contact with 
the MFSA and with the Liquidator of Setanta on a range of matters.  

My Department and the Central Bank will be reviewing the circumstances relating to Se-
tanta and will be reporting to me on what lessons can be learnt, though it should be said that 
because most of the relevant legislation is EU determined there may be limits on what can be 
done in the short-term.  Because of this however  the matter has also been raised with the Euro-
pean Commission and it has indicated that it will also review whether any issues raised relating 
to the regulatory and legislative framework require action.  In this regard, it should be noted that 
with the introduction of the more risk sensitive Solvency II from 1 January 2016,  there should 
be less likelihood of this type of situation arising in the future.

29/05/2014WRC00650Insurance Industry Regulation

29/05/2014WRC0070054. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance if he will meet with the Irish 
Brokers Association in relation to the issues surrounding the liquidation of Setanta Insurance; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23553/14]

29/05/2014WRC00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Irish Brokers Association (IBA) 
wrote to me recently regarding their concerns arising from the impact of the liquidation of Se-
tanta Insurance Company Limited on their members and their policyholders.  They also sought 
a meeting with me and/or my officials to discuss these concerns.  I have asked officials from my 
Department to meet with the IBA at an early date and discuss these concerns and to report back 
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to me.  I understand that arrangements are being made at present for this meeting to take place.  

My Department and the Central Bank will be reviewing the circumstances relating to Setan-
ta and will be reporting to me on what lessons can be learnt and how the regulatory framework 
can be strengthened.

29/05/2014WRC00850Insurance Industry Regulation

29/05/2014WRC0090055. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Finance if he will initiate an immediate 
review of the rules following on from the liquidation of Setanta Insurance, to ensure equal 
treatment for all policyholders, that standards are harmonised across all jurisdictions to protect 
consumers of insurance products, and that regulatory arbitrage does not arise when entities are 
seeking authorisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23566/14]

29/05/2014WRC01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The current legal and regulatory frame-
work for the provision of insurance in the European Economic Area (EEA), and the supervi-
sion of that activity, is prescribed by European Union Law in the Life and Non-Life Insurance 
Directives.  The provision of insurance throughout the EEA on a freedom of services basis and 
a freedom of establishment basis (i.e. a branch) within this framework is predicated upon the 
absence of internal market frontiers and the mutual recognition of the authorisation of insurance 
undertakings by Member States.  

The Insurance Directives specify particular roles for both the home Member State supervi-
sory authority (i.e. the supervisory authority that grants an authorisation) and the host Member 
State supervisory authority (i.e. the supervisory authority of a Member State where an insur-
ance undertaking conducts business of a freedom of services or freedom of establishment basis) 
of an insurance undertaking.  Insurance undertakings authorised under the Insurance Directives 
are subject to solvency and financial reserving requirements, the supervision of these require-
ments is the sole responsibility of the home Member State supervisory authority.  The primary 
objective of these requirements is to ensure that claims made in respect of policies issued will 
be adequately provided for by an insurance undertaking. 

Under EU law which governs non-life insurance, an insurer is required to inform the regula-
tor in its home Member State (its home regulator) that it intends to pursue business in another 
Member State.  The home regulator must then provide the host regulator with a certificate at-
testing that the insurer covers the EU Solvency Capital Requirement, as well as the nature of 
the business which the insurer intends to undertake.  The insurer may start to pursue business 
from the date that the certificate is communicated to the host regulator, in this case the Central 
Bank of Ireland.  Under Article 20 of the Third Non-Life Directive the Home Regulator is also 
required to notify the Host Regulator if the solvency margin of an undertaking falls below the 
statutory requirement.  In such instances the Home Regulator should inform the Host Regula-
tor of the measures it has taken to address the solvency deficit.  Where a non-life undertaking 
authorised in another Member State goes into liquidation and policyholders in relation to risks 
in this State are affected, the Accountant of the High Court can make an application to the High 
Court on their behalf, under the Insurance Compensation Fund and, subject to certain exclu-
sions, can distribute sums due to such policyholders from the ICF.

EEA insurance regulators are also members of EIOPA (European Insurance & Occupa-
tional Pension Authority) and are required to comply with the General Protocol relating to the 
collaboration of the insurance supervisory authorities of the Member States of the European 
Union.  This general protocol statement was issued in 2008 and is currently under review by 
EIOPA.  Setanta Insurance was regulated at EU regulatory level in accordance with a directive 
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known as Solvency I and I understand that Setanta met its EU regulatory obligations.  Fol-
lowing negotiations that were completed at European level in November, 2013, a new regime 
known as Solvency II will commence on 1 January 2016, which will further strengthen the EU 
regulatory framework.  The Solvency II EU Directive sets out new, stronger EU-wide require-
ments on capital adequacy and risk management for insurers with the key aim of increasing 
policyholder protection.  The new regime will also ensure greater cooperation between supervi-
sors. 

My Department and the Central Bank will be reviewing the circumstances relating to Se-
tanta and will be reporting to me on what lessons can be learnt and how the framework can be 
strengthened.  The European Commission has also indicated that it will review whether any 
issues raised relating to the regulatory framework require action.

29/05/2014WRC01050Insurance Industry Regulation

29/05/2014WRC0110056. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Finance notwithstanding the concept of 
the free market, his views on the wisdom of allowing financial service providers to offer prod-
ucts which are clearly priced at an uneconomic rate; if legislation should provide for supervi-
sory oversight of pricing in line with the requirements for improved actuarial evaluation and 
assessment of risk exposure promoted in consultation paper 73 of consultation on requirements 
for reserving and pricing for non-life insurers and reinsurers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23567/14]

29/05/2014WRC01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In my role as the Minister for Finance I 
have responsibility for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  
The day to day responsibility for the supervision of financial institutions is a matter for the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland, which is statutorily independent in the exercise of its regulatory functions.  
The decision to provide any specific form of insurance cover and the price at which it is offered 
is a commercial matter based on the assessment an insurer will make of the risks involved and a 
need to ensure adequate provisioning for future losses.  The Central Bank has no remit over the 
pricing of insurance products.  Competent Authorities are specifically restricted from interfer-
ing in the pricing of insurance products under the various European insurance directives.

The legal and regulatory framework for the provision of insurance in the EEA, and the su-
pervision of that activity, is prescribed by European Union Law in the Life and Non-Life Insur-
ance Directives.  As such, Member States, such as Ireland, are limited in terms of the matters 
for which provision may be made in national legislation.  That framework expressly prohibits 
Member States adopting provisions requiring the prior approval or systematic notification of 
certain matters including general and special policy conditions, scales of premiums and, for 
life insurance, technical bases used for calculating scales of premiums.  Furthermore, in the 
context of non-life insurance, that framework provides non-life insurers with the freedom to set 
premiums, as has been acknowledged in case law by the ECJ (Case C-518/06).  In this regard, 
Member States cannot require non-life insurance undertakings to make prior notification or 
seek prior approval of proposed increases in premium rates, except as part of general a price-
control system. 

Insurance undertakings carrying on business in Member States, including Ireland, are re-
quired by the Life and Non-Life Insurance Directives, as transposed into national law, to estab-
lish and maintain technical reserves, an adequate solvency margin and a minimum guarantee 
fund.  Compliance by an insurer with those requirements, which are important financial indica-
tors of an insurer, are designed with policyholders in mind.
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29/05/2014WRC01250Insurance Levy

29/05/2014WRC0130057. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that VAT 
and levies paid by Setanta Insurance policyholders will be refunded directly to them; the total 
amount collected by the Exchequer in 2013 and 2014, respectively; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [23587/14]

29/05/2014WRC01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that insurance and reinsurance transactions and the supply of related services by insur-
ance brokers and insurance agents are exempt from VAT.  In such circumstances no VAT would 
have been charged to policy holders and no VAT would have been collected by the Exchequer.  I 
am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that any levy paid by an insurance company under 
Section 125 of the Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999 is a liability of the insurer, not of the 
insured policyholder, notwithstanding that the premium the insurer charges may reflect the levy.   

The tax affairs of the company mentioned by you are confidential, as are the tax affairs of 
all taxpayers.  Accordingly, the Revenue Commissioners are not in a position to disclose details 
of the amounts collected by them from the insurer in question for 2013 or 2014.

29/05/2014WRC01450Insurance Industry Regulation

29/05/2014WRC0150058. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the arrangements he will put in 
place regarding liability for costs and so on as a result of the decision by Setanta Insurance to 
cease trading; where liability for payment of costs and settlements already agreed or ruled by a 
court and due to be paid by Setanta now lies; the discussions he has had in relation to same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23610/14]

29/05/2014WRC01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My officials have been in discussions 
with the Central Bank of Ireland, with the Setanta Liquidator, the Accountant of the High 
Court and with the insurance industry representative bodies and I have asked them to convey 
my wish that every effort is made to facilitate Setanta policyholders in obtaining new motor 
insurance policies and in understanding their overall position.  We are endeavouring to obtain 
legal certainty on a number of matters relating to policyholders’ claims for compensation and 
this will be made publicly available in due course.  At this time, I propose to set out the position 
as it currently stands.  

Setanta is a Maltese incorporated company which was both authorised and prudentially 
supervised by the Malta Financial Services Authority (MFSA).  While its financial position is 
not supervised by the Central Bank of Ireland, the firm is supervised by the Central Bank for 
conduct of business rules, i.e. consumer protection obligations.  The Central Bank is in contact 
with the MFSA in relation to Setanta Insurance Company Limited, the impact on policyholders 
and the provision for relevant and appropriate information.

Setanta was regulated at EU regulatory level in accordance with a directive known as Sol-
vency I which currently places requirements on the amount of regulatory capital European 
insurance companies must hold against unforeseen events.  I understand that Setanta met its EU 
regulatory obligations and under EU law is, therefore, entitled to trade across EU borders.  Fol-
lowing negotiations that were completed at European level in November, 2013, a new regime 
known as Solvency II will commence on 1 January 2016, which will further strengthen the EU 
regulatory framework.  The Solvency II EU Directive sets out new, stronger EU-wide require-
ments on capital adequacy and risk management for insurers with the key aim of increasing 
policyholder protection.  The new regime will also ensure greater cooperation between supervi-
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sors. 

My Department and the Central Bank will be reviewing the circumstances relating to Se-
tanta and will be reporting to me on what lessons can be learnt and how the framework can be 
strengthened.  The European Commission has indicated that it will also review whether any 
issues raised relating to the regulatory framework require action.  

On 16 April 2014, the MFSA determined that the company was insolvent.  This means that 
Setanta does not have sufficient funds to be able to honour its full obligations towards claim-
ants, policyholders and other creditors.  Setanta was formally placed into liquidation by the 
MFSA on the 30 April 2014 and Mr Paul Mercieca was appointed as Liquidator.  Officials 
from my Department together with officials from the Central Bank met with the Liquidator 
and his representatives in Ireland on 7 May 2014 and the Central Bank is in ongoing contact 
with him regarding the position of Setanta policyholders.  The Liquidator confirmed that all 
policyholders who have not already done so should arrange alternative cover without delay as 
claims are unlikely to be paid in full and he has issued letters to policyholders informing them 
that their insurance cover will be cancelled within 7 to 10 days, in accordance with their policy 
documents.  This process has commenced and there were less than 20,000 policies with Setanta 
Insurance on 27 May.  It is expected that all remaining policies will be cancelled this week in 
line with the terms of the policies.  In the circumstances, I continue to strongly advise policy-
holders to make alternative insurance arrangements without delay and that they should contact 
their insurance broker or an insurer directly to seek alternative cover.  This is also the advice of 
the Central Bank.

The provision of motor insurance cover is a commercial matter for insurance companies, 
which is based on a proper assessment of the risks they are accepting and the making of adequate 
provisioning to meet these risks.  In my role as the Minister for Finance I have responsibility 
for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  The Liquidator has 
advised that arrangements are in hand for policyholders to obtain their “no claims bonuses” 
certificates from Setanta.  Insurance Ireland have informed me that these certificates will be 
honoured by other insurers and we are aware that many insurers are being flexible surrounding 
requirements for documents.  In addition, the Insurance Ireland ‘Declined Cases Agreement’ is 
available to policyholders of Setanta.  The current Declined Cases Agreement was drawn up in 
1981 and is adhered to by all motor insurers in Ireland.  I am informed that under the agreement, 
the insurance market will not refuse to provide insurance to an individual seeking insurance, if 
he/she has approached at least three insurers and has not been able to obtain cover from them.  I 
understand that Insurance Ireland is also making information available to those who have que-
ries, complaints or difficulties in relation to this matter through their service at (01) 676 1914 or 
by email at info@insuranceireland.eu.

With regard to Setanta premiums and claims, the position on each policy is for the liqui-
dator to decide in due course.  My officials and the Central Bank will remain in close contact 
with the Liquidator and I have asked that public statements are provided to clarify matters for 
policyholders and claimants.

The Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland (MIBI) is a non-profit-making organisation regis-
tered in Ireland.  All insurance companies underwriting motor insurance in this county must, by 
law, be members of MIBI and contribute to the funding of claims in proportion to their market 
share.  The principal role of MIBI is to compensate innocent victims of accidents caused by 
uninsured and unidentified vehicles. This is regulated under the terms of an Agreement between 
the MIBI and the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  We are endeavouring to clarify the 
position on a number of matters relating to policyholders’ claims for compensation, including 
the role of MIBI in this regard.  However, if, for legal reasons, MIBI is not in a position to ac-
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cept a claim, these third party claims will be eligible to proceed for consideration by the High 
Court for compensation from the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF).

Claims on personal insurance policies will be payable from the ICF.  All ICF payments are 
subject to the limit of 65% of the amount due or €825,000, whichever is the lesser.  Under Sec-
tion 3.6 of the Insurance Amendment Act 1964 (as amended) first party claims by a body cor-
porate or unincorporated body are not covered by the ICF.  The refund of premiums for either 
commercial or personal insurance policies is not covered by the ICF or MIBI.  However, unpaid 
premium would fall to be claimed from the Setanta Liquidator in due course.

29/05/2014WRC01650Special Educational Needs Staffing

29/05/2014WRC0170059. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the situation regard-
ing the allocation of learning support to schools; if he will consider making this allocation on 
the basis of the number of pupils in a school; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23542/14]

29/05/2014WRC0180060. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements 
and facilities provided separately by learning support facilities and resource facilities in pri-
mary schools; if the allocation of staff will be mixed between learning support and resource 
teaching; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23582/14]

29/05/2014WRC01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 59 and 60 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that all mainstream primary schools have been allocated addi-
tional teaching resources under the General Allocation Model (GAM) to cater for children with 
learning support needs and high incidence special educational needs, including mild, borderline 
mild general learning difficulties and specific learning disabilities.  GAM resources also pro-
vide for the provision of English Additional Language support.

Details of the manner in which GAM resources have been allocated to schools for the 
2013/14 school year are set out in my Departments Circular 0013/2013.  This Circular sets out 
that resources are allocated to schools based on the number of mainstream class teaching posts 
in each school in the preceding year, which are themselves based on school enrolments.  The 
GAM is updated for schools annually based on the number of mainstream teaching posts in 
each school in the preceding year and based on the provisions set out in Circular 0013/2013.  
Once these resources have been allocated to schools, it is a matter for schools to then determine 
the manner in which these resource teaching/learning support resources are utilised to provide 
additional teaching support to eligible pupils.  Guidance to support schools in this regard is set 
out in my Departments Circular 02/05. 

I wish to advise the Deputy also that the NCSE report on Supporting Children with Special 
Educational Needs has recommended that a proposed new allocation model be developed for 
schools whereby a quantum of additional special educational needs resource teaching support 
would be allocated to schools based on the profiled need of each school.  The NCSE established 
a Working Group to develop a proposal for consideration for a new Allocation Model based on 
the educational profile of all schools, which is set out as one of the principal recommendations 
of the report.  The Report of this Working group has been submitted to my Department and is 
currently under consideration.
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29/05/2014WRC01950Public Sector Staff Sick Leave

29/05/2014WRC0200061. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding sick leave; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23585/14]

29/05/2014WRC02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Following a review of sick 
leave arrangements, a new Public Service wide sick leave scheme has been introduced across 
the Public Service.  The Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) (Amend-
ment) Act 2013, provided the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform with the power to 
make regulations that set out the specific details of the Public Service Sick Leave Scheme.  
These regulations are contained in SI 124 of 2014 and set out the terms for the granting of sick 
leave and come into effect in the education sector on 1 September 2014.

The Regulations set out the provisions which relate to the interaction of pregnancy related 
illness with sick leave limits.  The regulations outline how the time on half pay due to preg-
nancy related illness is protected.

Question No. 62 answered with Question No. 8.

29/05/2014WRC02250Skills Development

29/05/2014WRC0230063. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the degree to 
which he is satisfied with the ability of the educational system to match the requirements of 
the workplace, with particular reference to changes in skill requirements; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [23618/14]

29/05/2014WRC02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am satisfied that my Depart-
ment and its agencies have in place the necessary policies to meet the needs of employers so 
as to ensure that people have the necessary skills to take up jobs as they arise.  The education 
and training system engages with employers at national, regional and local levels, as well as at 
institutional and programme level.  National engagement with Employers: An Enterprise En-
gagement Forum, chaired by the Secretary General of the Department of Education and Skills, 
provides a regular opportunity for the major organisations representing enterprise and employ-
ers in Ireland to input to and discuss interests and concerns relevant to education and training 
policy and provision. 

The first National Employers Survey was undertaken in 2012, led by the HEA and IBEC.  
75% of employers expressed confidence that graduates have the right workplace and transfer-
able skills and the relevant knowledge in their subject and discipline.  The second round of this 
survey will be carried out in 2014 as a joint action by the HEA and SOLAS.  My Department 
also funds the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN), which advises on future skills 
needs and emerging gaps.  Its research provides an input to the development of course curricula 
and informs the selection of new targeted programmes designed to tackle the skills shortages in 
particular elements of the economy, e.g. Springboard, Momentum and the ICT skills conversion 
initiative, which was introduced as part of the ICT Action Plan.  The expert group’s member-
ship is broad and specifically includes representation from enterprise.  Furthermore, SOLAS 
has inherited a wide range of employer connections from its predecessor, FAS, including the 
structures established to manage apprenticeship.  It has informal and formal links with employ-
ers at both a national and local level.  These links will be maintained as well as developing 
strong local engagement through the Education and Training Board (ETB) structures.
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The development of the Further Education and Training Strategy by SOLAS will further 
progress the overall architecture for engagement with employers at a national level.  The devel-
opment of the strategy was informed by formal consultation with a wide range of stakeholders, 
including employers and employer representative bodies.  The strategy includes significant 
references to enhancing employer engagement and the critical importance of matching FET 
provision with labour market needs.

The alignment of ETB education and training programmes with evolving labour market 
needs will also continue to be evidence-based.  This is facilitated by SOLAS’ internal resource 
namely, the National Skills Database (NSD), as well as research by the EGFSN and other rel-
evant sources.  Since its development, the database has been used to support the work of the 
EGFSN, the National Skills Strategy and numerous sectoral studies.  The NSD has been ex-
tended to include an occupational employment forecasting model originally developed by FÁS 
and the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI).  The data held in the database is sum-
marised and published in three annual reports by the EGFSN: National Skills Bulletin (since 
2005), Monitoring Ireland’s Skills Supply: Trends in Education/Training Outputs (since 2006) 
and the Vacancy Overview (since March 2011).  

Engagement with enterprise is also a core mission of the higher education system.  The 
HEA is committed to developing a new over-arching strategy and framework for HE-enterprise 
engagement by the end of 2014.  This will set performance indicators and measures to bench-
mark engagement and entrepreneurial education activity in Irish higher education and will put 
in place a systemic mapping of activity. 

Local employer engagement: Decisions around course provision at further education level 
are based on formal and informal contacts at both national and local level with employers and 
other relevant state agencies.  A variety of data is taken into account including expected recruit-
ment demand from new or expanding companies and requests from employers to the ETBs to 
develop training programmes to supply them with skilled workers.  In addition, the success of 
existing courses in terms of job placement, course waiting lists and the job vacancy databank 
provide valuable insights into the type of training that is likely to prove relevant and effective 
for both learners and employers.  Higher Education institutions also engage with enterprise at a 
local level with a view to the development of programmes tailored to local enterprise needs as 
well as arranging appropriate work placements etc.  There are many examples of this engage-
ment nationwide.

Engagement at education and training programme level: The Apprenticeship programme, 
the ICT Action Plan, Springboard (including the ICT Conversion Programmes), Momentum 
and the training provision facilitated by Skillnets all have a high level of employer engagement.  
The education and training sector is also continuing to work to meet other areas of demand from 
enterprise – e.g. STEM internship programme.

29/05/2014WRC02450School Accommodation

29/05/2014WRC0250064. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of schools throughout the country at which temporary accommodation structures have been 
replaced by permanent buildings; the number of any such replacements planned for the future; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23619/14]

29/05/2014WRC02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As part of my Department’s 
large scale school building programme, prefab accommodation continues to be replaced with 
permanent structures on an on-going basis.  Details of all schools on the 5 year capital pro-
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gramme is available on the Department’s website.  Under my Department’s Prefab Replace-
ment Initiatives announced in 2012 and 2013 approval was given to 216 schools to replace 
614 prefab units with permanent accommodation.  To date 146 schools have completed their 
projects with a further 19 currently on site.

29/05/2014WRC02650Pupil-Teacher Ratio

29/05/2014WRC0270065. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which it has been possible to control class sizes in the difficult economic situation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23620/14]

29/05/2014WRC02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allo-
cation of teachers to schools is published annually on the Department’s website.  The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staff-
ing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September.  
The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types of 
schools equally irrespective of location.  The configuration of classes and the deployment of 
classroom teachers are done at local school level.  My Department publishes annual statistics on 
class size data for each school.  I expect that statistics for the current school year, 2013/14 will 
be published shortly.  The most recent statistics are for the 2012/13 school year.  The national 
average class size is 24.7 pupils.  However, with over 20,800 classes in over 3,100 primary 
schools throughout the country there will always be variations in class sizes at individual school 
level.  My Department’s guidance to local school management is that such variations should be 
kept to the minimum.

The context for any discussion about PTR or class sizes is that my Department, like all other 
Government Departments, is operating within a budgetary programme that is designed to re-
turn the Government finances to a sustainable basis.  The Government will continue to protect 
front-line services as best as possible.  However, it is important to note that all public servants 
are being asked to do more with less and the teachers in our schools cannot be exempt from this 
requirement. 

Within the schools sector we know from international research that while class sizes is a 
factor the quality of teaching is a far more significant factor in determining outcomes.  We 
therefore have to focus on the drivers of good performance.  We need to have the right people 
becoming teachers.  We need the right training for them in College.  We need to support them 
with the right professional development throughout their career.  To this end we are making sig-
nificant changes to both the structure and format of initial teacher education so that our colleges 
and teachers are comparable with the best in the world.

29/05/2014WRC02850School Patronage

29/05/2014WRC0290066. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he continues to have discussions with representatives of various religious groups in re-
spect of whom commitments in regard to education were made or implied in the past; if he has 
had satisfactory discussions with the Church of Ireland, Presbyterian or other church represen-
tatives in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23621/14]

29/05/2014WRC03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Through the partnership ar-
rangements that exist for the education sector, I and senior officials in the Department regularly 
engage with church representatives particularly in the context of the role of the Churches as 
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patrons of schools.  The Church of Ireland representative body in many instances also repre-
sents the interest of the minority churches, most recently in relation to discussions concerning 
the Block Grant.

Structured dialogue with the different Churches and faith traditions takes place with the 
Taoiseach periodically, and this includes the direct involvement of other Ministers, including 
myself, as required depending on the items on the agenda of any one meeting.

29/05/2014WRC03050School Enrolments

29/05/2014WRC0310067. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the expected 
number of children likely to need accommodation at primary and second level annually over 
the next ten years; the extent to which it has been found possible to plan the accommodation 
and educational requirements arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23622/14]

29/05/2014WRC03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Forward Planning Sec-
tion of my Department uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to analyse demographic 
data in order to determine the areas where additional school accommodation may be required.  
A variety of sources are used in this analysis, including census data, school enrolment data, and 
child benefit data obtained from the Department of Social Protection.  Total pupil enrolment 
at primary school level is expected to increase by approximately 70,000 up to 2019.  At post-
primary level, total pupil enrolment is expected to increase by approximately 35,000 over the 
same period, and continuing increases at this level are expected up until 2026 at least.

In June 2011, I announced the provision of 20 new primary schools and some 20 new 
post-primary schools up to 2017 to meet demographic need.  Some of these schools have com-
menced operation with the remainder will be commencing by 2016.  In addition, the delivery 
of major school projects to meet significant demographic demands nationally will be the main 
focus for capital investment in schools in the coming years.  The Five Year Plan is focused on 
meeting those demographic needs and sets out the school projects that are planned to proceed to 
construction over the duration of the Plan.  My Department will also consider applications from 
schools for funding for additional classrooms where an immediate enrolment need is arising.

My Department continues to analyse demographic trends and to monitor enrolments in all 
areas to determine the level of additional school provision which will be required into the future 
and to ensure that this is provided in a timely manner.

29/05/2014WRC03250Special Educational Needs Expenditure

29/05/2014WRC0330068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he continues to be in a position to meet the eating requirements of children with special 
needs at primary and second level; his expectations for the future in this regard; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [23623/14]

29/05/2014WRC03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that expenditure supporting pupils with Special Educational Needs was some €1.3bn in 2013, 
which represents approximately 15% of the entire budget of my Department.  These resources 
have been protected, or in some areas have been increased in 2014, despite the ongoing severe 
financial position and a requirement to make expenditure savings across a range of areas.  In-
cluded within this provision is provision for up to 10,965 Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) of 
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whom 10,656 are currently in place.  My Departments Circular 0030/2014 provides details of 
the scope and purpose of the SNA scheme. 

Section 4 of the Circular details the type of care needs which SNAs may assist with, which 
includes assisting children with special educational needs with feeding.  I am satisfied that suf-
ficient SNA provision is available to provide access to SNA support for children who have such 
care needs in schools.

29/05/2014WRC03450Broadband Services Provision

29/05/2014WRC0350069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which broadband is available at primary and second level schools throughout the country; 
his plans, if any, to extend such availability; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23624/14]

29/05/2014WRC03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): All post primary schools will 
be connected with 100Mbit/s by the end of 2014.  As a result of the most recent framework that 
has been put in place the number of service providers to the Schools Broadband Programme for 
schools has been increased from 6 to 14 and this has led to a greater availability of improved 
services being made available for schools, most of the new providers are small wireless opera-
tors.  Over 95% of primary schools availing of a service from school’s broadband programme: 
64% DSL; 32% Wireless; 2% Satellite; and 2% Cable.  There have also been a small number of 
primary schools connected by UPC with 100Mbit/s connections.

Of the wireless schools 67% would be on connections of 8Mbit/s or higher, with the remain-
ing schools on connections of between 2Mbit/s and 6Mbit/s.  Those schools on DSL are on con-
nections of up to 24Mbit/s.  However, depending on the quality of the copper and the distance 
of the school from the local exchange the speed a school receives can be as low as 2Mbit/s.  Ap-
proximately 111 schools are receiving connection of 2Mbit/s or less.  There are also 74 schools 
still on satellite connections.  Due to ongoing tendering competitions the number of schools on 
these very slow connections are continually being reduced.

This Department has also entered into discussions with DSL providers in order to ensure 
that schools can avail of the roll out of fibre on Eircom’s wholesale network.  This should also 
lead to greatly improved speeds being made available to schools.

29/05/2014WRC03650Student Grant Scheme Waiting Times

29/05/2014WRC0370070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which Student Universal Support Ireland has been in a position to process the higher education 
grant scheme requirements within a reasonable time; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [23625/14]

29/05/2014WRC03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Following a challenging first 
year of operation in 2012, SUSI improved its performance significantly in 2013 with all key 
targets met in terms of the timely processing of grant applications and the payment of awarded 
grants.  This result is based on changes and improvements made by SUSI for 2013 following 
an independent review of its first year.  SUSI processed over 92,000 grant applications for the 
2013/2014 academic year compared with 70,000 for 2012/2013.  Applications were processed 
within the three-month cycle from application closing date in early August to first payment date 
in late October. 
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In addition, SUSI has introduced a number of further key improvements for 2014/2015 
which include an earlier application opening date (8 May), revised and more user-friendly web-
site information at www.susi.ie, more automated validation of the online application form, an 
extended range of online services to applicants, a more streamlined internal processing of ap-
plications, further extension of data sharing with Government Departments and agencies, in-
creased stakeholder engagement and the introduction of an online grant eligibility reckoner.

29/05/2014WRC03850Schools Building Projects Administration

29/05/2014WRC0390071. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which it is expected to accelerate the school building programme to meet the increased de-
mand in various areas throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23626/14]

29/05/2014WRC0400072. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he has received submissions from various school authorities throughout County Kildare 
in respect of the provision of new buildings or replacement of existing buildings at various loca-
tions throughout County Kildare on an annual basis over the next five years; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [23627/14]

29/05/2014WRC04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 71 and 72 together.

The current status of all projects on the school building programme, including those for 
County Kildare, may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie which is 
updated regularly throughout the year.  The Deputy will be aware that the 5 Year Construction 
Plan, that I announced in March 2012, lists the individual school projects that are planned to 
proceed to construction over the duration of the Plan.  The Plan priorities new school building 
projects as well as major extensions in areas where significant demographic need has been es-
tablished so that our school system is in a position to cater for increasing pupil numbers.  The 
plan will provide over 100,000 permanent school places, of which over 80,000 will be new 
school places.

Further to the Five Year Plan, my Department is committed to publishing a detailed annual 
programme in relation to individual major school projects commencing construction.  In De-
cember 2011, details of 56 major school building projects to commence construction in 2012, 
the first year of the Plan, were published.  In December 2012, details of 50 major school build-
ing projects were announced to commence construction in 2013, the second year of the Plan.  
In November 2013, details of the 70 building projects to commence construction in 2014 were 
announced, the third year of the Plan.  The 5 Year Plan, together with the annual programme, 
may be also viewed on my Department’s website. 

29/05/2014WRC04150Gaelscoileanna Issues

29/05/2014WRC0420073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he has studied the submissions received in respect of the provision of a coláiste Gaeilge 
in north Kildare, having particular regard to the increasing number of pupils attending the vari-
ous all-Irish primary schools; if he expects to be in a position to consider this request favourably 
in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23628/14]

29/05/2014WRC0430074. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
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which he has received submissions from the authorities of schools (details supplied) in County 
Kildare seeking provision of a gaelcholáiste in this area, which was previously served by Co-
láiste Life, Lucan but which school is now unable to meet the increased demand from north 
Kildare; if he is prepared to provide approval in principle for a new gaelcholáiste in north 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23629/14]

29/05/2014WRC04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 73 and 74 together.

My Department has no record of the submissions to which the Deputy refers.  However, 
the Deputy will be aware that a new post-primary school is opening in the north Kildare area 
in September 2014 and this new school will have an all-Irish Aonad.  This will supplement 
all-Irish post primary provision in the area.  My Department has confirmed that if sufficient 
demand for education through the medium of Irish in the Aonad is demonstrated over a four 
year cycle, consideration will be given to the establishment of an independent Gaelcholáiste.

29/05/2014WRC04450School Staffing

29/05/2014WRC0450075. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which teacher numbers, including special needs teachers and special needs assistants, in the 
various schools throughout north Kildare remain adequate to meet requirements; if he expects 
to augment such numbers in the short and medium term; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [23630/14]

29/05/2014WRC04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allo-
cation of teachers to primary and post-primary schools, including redeployment arrangements, 
are published annually.  The staffing and redeployment arrangements for the 2014/15 school 
year are available on the Department website.  Teaching vacancies are filled in the first instance 
through the redeployment of surplus permanent teachers.  The redeployment of all surplus 
permanent teachers is key to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and 
ceiling on teacher numbers.

Teaching resources are allocated to schools on a school year basis.  The bulk of teaching 
posts in schools are allocated on a permanent basis.  Unlike most other areas of the public ser-
vice teaching vacancies continue to be filled in accordance with published Department criteria.  
The Government has prioritised, as best as possible, the filling of front-line posts in the Educa-
tion sector within the constraints of the Employment Control Framework.

Expenditure supporting pupils with Special Educational Needs was some €1.3bn in 2013, 
which represents approximately 15% of the entire budget of my Department.  These resources 
have been protected, or in some areas have been increased in 2014, despite the ongoing se-
vere financial position and a requirement to make expenditure savings across a range of areas.  
This year provision is being made for up to 10,965 Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) of whom 
10,656 are currently in place, over 10,700 Learning Support and Resource Teachers currently 
in place, along with 740 Special Classes attached to mainstream schools.  A breakdown of the 
number of resource teacher and SNA posts allocated to each school, on a per county basis, 
including County Kildare, for the 2013/14 and 2012/13 school years is available at the NCSE 
website www.ncse.ie.  More resources than ever before are being provided to ensure that the 
educational requirements of children with special needs can continue to be met at primary and 
second level and that as many children as possible can be educated with their peers in main-
stream education.
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29/05/2014WRC04650School Transport Eligibility

29/05/2014WRC0470076. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if further con-
sideration will be given, in view of the hardship caused, to the provision of free bus transport 
in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who previously had access to such 
transport in travelling to their previous school; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23634/14]

29/05/2014WRC04800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I understand that the person referred to by the Deputy will be completing his education at the 
school which he currently attends at the end of this school year.  As I further understand the per-
son in question will thereafter attend a facility which caters for adults, the provision of school 
transport does not arise.

29/05/2014WRD00075Trade Agreements

29/05/2014WRD0010077. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
Ireland will ratify the EU trade agreement with Colombia.  [23600/14]

29/05/2014WRD00200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am advised 
that the Free Trade Agreement between the European Union and its Member States on the one 
part and the Republic of Colombia and the Republic of Peru on the other, is an agreement within 
the meaning of Article 29.5.2 of the Constitution.  Ratification by Ireland is therefore subject to 
prior approval of Dáil Éireann.  It is my intention to seek the necessary approval of Dáil Éireann 
during the course of this year.

Questions Nos. 78 and 79 withdrawn.

29/05/2014WRD00350Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

29/05/2014WRD0040080. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
domiciliary care allowance will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23547/14]

29/05/2014WRD00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 19th March 2014.  This 
application is currently with a Deciding Officer who will shortly make a decision on the appli-
cation.  As soon as the decision is made the person concerned will be notified of the outcome.

29/05/2014WRD00550Carer’s Allowance Appeals

29/05/2014WRD0060081. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a determination 
will be made on an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23562/14]

29/05/2014WRD00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

29/05/2014WRD00750Invalidity Pension Appeals

29/05/2014WRD0080082. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will arrange to 
have the appeal for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilken-
ny investigated as expeditiously as possible where medical evidence has been submitted to her 
Department in support of the claim; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23564/14]

29/05/2014WRD00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21st May 
2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these have 
been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

29/05/2014WRD00950Invalidity Pension Appeals

29/05/2014WRD0100083. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has been 
made on an appeal of a decision on an invalidity pension application in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23570/14]

29/05/2014WRD01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
16th April 2014, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 84 withdrawn.

29/05/2014WRD01250Invalidity Pension Appeals

29/05/2014WRD0130085. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a social welfare appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath in rela-
tion to their claim for invalidity pension; if same will now be expedited; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [23592/14]

29/05/2014WRD01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
21st May 2014, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
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evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

29/05/2014WRD01450Fuel Allowance Expenditure

29/05/2014WRD0150086. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide a breakdown of the estimated cost to the Exchequer of increasing the number of weeks 
for which fuel allowance will be available to eligible recipients by a further two, four and six 
weeks. [23596/14]

29/05/2014WRD01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The annual cost of increasing the 
duration of the fuel allowance season by 2 weeks, 4 weeks and 6 weeks, is estimated, based on 
expenditure data on the scheme in the year to date, to be €8.2 million, €16.4 million and €24.6 
million, respectively.

29/05/2014WRD01650Social Welfare Appeals Waiting Times

29/05/2014WRD0170087. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to 
increase the number of appeals officers working in the Social Welfare Appeals Office this year 
or in 2015. [23597/14]

29/05/2014WRD01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The workload of the appeals office 
has increased dramatically in recent years.  Up to 2009 the average number of appeals received 
was 15,000 per annum, whereas in 2012 the number of appeals received peaked at 35,484, re-
ducing to 32,777 appeals in 2013.  This has placed considerable pressure on the office.

Significant effort and resources have been devoted to reforming the appeals process to man-
age this increased workload, reduce backlogs and improve appeals processing times for appel-
lants, while, at the same time, recognising the need to ensure that quality and fairness are not 
compromised.  An additional 15 Appeals Officers have been assigned to the office over the past 
three years, in addition to 10 former Community Welfare Service Appeals Officers who joined 
the appeals office in 2011, bringing the total number to 41.  There are no plans at this point to 
further increase the number of appeals officers in the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

A new operating model has been introduced in the appeals office and a major programme 
of process redesign and modernisation is also underway in the Department in relation to many 
of its scheme areas, aimed at reducing backlogs and reducing the time taken by the Department 
to respond to requests from the appeals office for submissions in relation to appeals.  These 
measures have achieved significant improvements.  The number of appeals cases processed 
in 2013 increased by 18%, to over 38,400. The average processing time for appeals peaked in 
2011 when the average time for an oral hearing was 52.5 weeks and for a summary decision was 
25.1 weeks.  In 2012 the average time for an oral hearing dropped to 39.5 weeks and the time 
for a summary decision increased slightly to 27.8 weeks.  This improvement has continued in 
2013 with the processing time reducing to 33.9 weeks for an oral hearing and 25.8 weeks for 
a summary decision.  Processing time has continued to improve in 2014. As at 30 April 2014, 
the time take to process an appeal requiring an oral hearing had reduced to 29.7 weeks and 22.6 
weeks for a summary decision.
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In addition to the improvements in processing times mentioned above, these measures have 
also led to a significant increase in the number of appeals finalised in the appeals office from 
17,787 in 2009 to 38,421 in 2013.  An additional 5,863 appeals were finalised in 2013 compared 
to 2012.  Good progress also continues to be made in reducing the number of appeals on hands 
from 20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 13,042 at 26 May 2014.

29/05/2014WRD01850Carer’s Allowance Appeals

29/05/2014WRD0190088. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will allow an 
appeal of an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23602/14]

29/05/2014WRD02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 13th 
March 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 89 withdrawn.

29/05/2014WRD02150Carer’s Allowance Applications

29/05/2014WRD0220090. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will facili-
tate an appeal against the decision to refuse carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare who has serious health issues requiring constant care and attention 
and having regard to the fact that they suffered serious injury arising from their illness; if a 
carer’s allowance application in their daughter’s name can be expedited; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [23631/14]

29/05/2014WRD02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 10th April 2014.  
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision.  Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

29/05/2014WRD02350Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

29/05/2014WRD0240091. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if any portion of 
rent allowance is payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who is 
separated and received a settlement in lieu of their entitlement to the family home; if rent sup-
port will be offered prior to the exhaustion of that settlement; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [23632/14]

29/05/2014WRD02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The client concerned has not made 
an application for rent supplement to the Department.  In order for the client to receive an in-
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formed decision, all pertaining information regarding the application must be sent to the Mid 
Leinster Rents Unit, PO Box 11758, Dublin 24.  A rent supplement booklet has been posted to 
her in order to facilitate the application.  A decision on eligibility can be made when all infor-
mation is forwarded.

29/05/2014WRD02550Industrial Disputes

29/05/2014WRD0260092. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that strike action has been voted for by the 35 security 
and cleaning staff of the National Gallery of Ireland, starting 5 June, as a consequence of the 
gallery management’s attempt to reduce staff members’ annual leave below a nationally agreed 
standardisation of 32 days and its attempt to remove a premium payment received by staff for 
St. Stephen’s Day; and the steps he will take to ensure the this national cultural institution is not 
out of step with the national public sector agreement regarding pay and conditions.  [23607/14]

29/05/2014WRD0270093. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that strike action has been voted for by the 35 security 
and cleaning staff of the National Gallery of Ireland, starting 5 June, as a consequence of the 
gallery management’s attempt to reduce staff members’ annual leave below a nationally agreed 
standardisation of 32 days; and the steps he will take to ensure this national cultural institution 
is not closed to the visiting public at the height of the tourist season.  [23608/14]

29/05/2014WRD02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 92 and 93 together.    

Whilst my Department provides funding to the National Cultural Institutions, the board of 
each institution is responsible for all operational matters.  Accordingly, I have no direct func-
tion in matters such those as outlined by the Deputy.  I am given to understand, however, that 
the key issue centres on the implementation of a Labour Court Recommendation concerning 
rationalisation of local arrangements outside the sectoral norm. 

I understand that ongoing discussions are taking place between all relevant parties in an at-
tempt to resolve the issue involved.  I do, of course, share the concern expressed by the Deputy 
regarding loss of access for the visiting public and would urge the parties to make every effort 
to avoid any such eventuality.

29/05/2014WRD02850Fisheries Protection

29/05/2014WRD0290094. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources his plans to introduce legislation, or arrange for the introduction of a by-law, 
that would protect the wild trout population in the Annalee, Bunnoe and Laragh rivers in Coun-
ty Cavan; if he will engage directly with the representatives of the Cavan, Laragh and Bunnoe 
anglers clubs to this end; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23572/14]

29/05/2014WRD03000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resourc-
es (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I am advised that Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) has received re-
quests from three clubs in Cavan, namely the Bunnoe, Laragh and Cavan Anglers, seeking the 
introduction of Bye-laws relating to minimum size limit and daily bag limits for sections of the 
Upper Erne catchment.  I am also advised that it appears that the intention of the proposed Bye-
laws is to protect and preserve the wild trout population in the river sections identified by the 
Clubs.  I have very recently received, from IFI, a draft national policy on brown trout which is 
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being reviewed in the Department.  The requests from the three Clubs would appear to be con-
sistent with the conservation ethos which the draft policy seeks to underpin and consideration 
will be given to accommodating the Clubs’ proposals in line with the recommendations of the 
draft policy.  Proposed Bye-laws are informed by available appropriate scientific advice regard-
ing size and bag limits for the relevant waters on the basis of stock assessment and spawning 
characteristics.

IFI also advise that, arising from the draft national trout policy review and any revision to 
national regulations which results, that the introduction of an comprehensive Bye-law for trout 
for the Upper Erne might be preferable to putting in place a range of disparate Bye-laws for 
the numerous waters in the area.  Any proposed Bye-laws will also be subject to the required 
appropriate period of public consultation that will allow all relevant stakeholders to make input 
to the proposals.  In addition, issues such as access to and ownership of fisheries will also need 
to be clarified and addressed.

29/05/2014WRD03050Water Charges Administration

29/05/2014WRD0310095. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if persons who suffer from Crohn’s disease will be entitled to an increased free al-
lowance of water usage in view of the specific needs and complications of that condition; and if 
he will ensure persons with this and other bowel conditions receive a generous extra allowance 
as required by the condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23550/14]

29/05/2014WRD03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services.  
The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its 
customers in receipt of water services provided by it.  The Act also provides that responsibility 
for the independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting 
the interests of customers. 

The Government has decided, following consideration of proposals in relation to the fund-
ing model for Irish Water to provide a free allowance of 30,000 litres of water supplied and 
waste water treated per annum for a primary residence on a public supply.  The Government has 
also decided to provide for an additional free allowance to cover the normal usage of water ser-
vices by every child in their primary residence based on the same qualifying conditions as child 
benefit, such that water charges will in effect only apply to adults in such households.  Based 
on estimated normal consumption, the allowance being provided will be up to 38,000 litres per 
annum.  This level of consumption will be verified over time through actual data from metering. 

The Government has also decided that bills will be capped at the relevant assessed charge 
level for those customers with particular medical conditions which necessitate high water us-
age.  Qualifying medical conditions will be set out, following consultation with the Minister for 
Health and the Health Services Executive.

29/05/2014WRD03250Capital Assistance Scheme Applications

29/05/2014WRD0330096. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will fund the full extent of the refurbishment and redevelopment of Edel 
House in Cork under CAS; the funding stages involved; the way it is intended to manage the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23576/14]
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29/05/2014WRD03400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 21 May 2014, I announced details of capital alloca-
tions to local authorities of €46 million which will support the delivery, by Approved Hous-
ing Bodies, of some 416 units of accommodation under my Department’s Capital Assistance 
Scheme (CAS) work programme for 2014-2015.  I approved €2.2 million in respect of Phase 
1 of Edel House in Cork City, which will provide 15 units of accommodation for persons with 
specific categories of housing need.  Further phases of this project, which is designed to deliver 
a total of 33 units of accommodation for the Good Shepherd Services, will be considered in the 
context of the CAS projects to be advanced over the 2015-2016 period.

29/05/2014WRD03450National Volunteer Strategy

29/05/2014WRD0350097. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to develop a national volunteer strategy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23580/14]

29/05/2014WRD03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government continues to advance a range of measures that support volunteering and 
active citizenship.  My Department funds a network of twenty one volunteer centres.  It also 
provides funding to Volunteer Ireland, the national volunteer development agency.  The focus 
of Volunteer Ireland is to create an enabling environment for volunteering, to develop an ethos 
of volunteerism across all sectors of society and to be an independent and legitimate voice for 
volunteering.  The volunteer centres act as ‘brokers’ between potential volunteers and organisa-
tions seeking volunteers.  They also work with organisations to develop their volunteer man-
agement capacity and facilitate Garda vetting for smaller organisations.   

My Department is currently undertaking a review of the existing policy on volunteer cen-
tres.  Following this review, work will begin on drafting a new Departmental policy with a view 
to developing a consistent and sustainable nationwide approach to supporting and promoting 
volunteering.

29/05/2014WRD03650Common Agricultural Policy Reform

29/05/2014WRD0370098. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the severe implications for intensive cereal growers from the green-
ing proposal in the next phase of the Common Agricultural Policy; if he is contemplating any 
changes to the payment regime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23559/14]

29/05/2014WRD03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
the agreement reached on the Reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, the Single Payment 
Scheme will be replaced by the Basic Payment Scheme.  In addition to the Basic Payment 
Scheme, Member States must introduce a ‘Payment for Agricultural Practices beneficial for 
the Climate and the Environment’ or greening, as it is more commonly known.  Farmers who 
participate in the Basic Payment Scheme must implement the three standard greening measures 
as follows: 
-  Protection of permanent grassland
-  Crop diversification
-  Ecological Focus Area (EFA).

  In general, the greening provisions apply mainly to arable farmers excluding small-scale 
arable growers.  There are, however, a number of exemptions whereby arable farmers will be 
exempt from greening of which the following are the most significant for Irish farmers:
  - Where more than 75% of the eligible land of the holding is permanent grassland, provided the arable area not covered by these uses does not exceed 30 hectares.
  - Land that is subject to organic farming practices automatically fulfils all greening requirements. 

Permanent grassland is defined as land that has not been included in the crop-rotation of a 
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holding for five years or more.

In Ireland, I decide that the obligation to maintain permanent grassland would be applied at 
national level rather than at individual or regional level.  Under the provisions of the Regula-
tions, Member States, who apply the provisions at national level – like Ireland - must ensure 
that the ratio of permanent grassland to total agricultural area shall be maintained and that this 
ratio shall not decrease by more than 5% compared with the 2012 ratio of permanent grassland 
to total agricultural area.  Based on the current situation, this is unlikely to decrease by more 
than 5% in the foreseeable future.  Therefore there is no obligation imposed on individual farm-
ers to meet this requirement at this stage.  

There is no crop diversification requirement where a farmer holds less than ten hectares of 
arable land.  Where a farmer holds between ten and thirty hectares of arable land, he is obliged 
to grow at least two crops.  Where a farmer holds more than thirty hectares of arable land, he is 
obliged to grow at least three crops.  Winter and Spring Barley, for example, are considered two 
separate crops and temporary grassland is also classed as a separate crop group for the purpose 
of crop diversification.  For the majority of farmers who are involved in crop rotation, the crop 
diversification requirement will have very little impact.  

Farmers whose holdings include less than 15ha of arable land are exempt from this measure.  
Where a holding includes more than 15 hectares of arable land, at least 5% of that arable land 
is allocated to Ecological Focus Area.  Land that is considered as Ecological Focus Area may 
include hedges, drains, buffer strips, fallow land, areas with catch crops or green cover and 
nitrogen fixing crops.  Protein crops used for EFA purposes may also qualify for an additional 
payment under a Scheme of Coupled Support for Protein Crops.  For the majority of farmers 
the 5% EFA requirement will be met with existing arrangements and no further action will be 
required.     

Officials from my Department are engaging with farming organisations, the arable sector 
and the industry in general so as to ensure that measures as implemented in Ireland will take 
into account issues facing arable farmers.

29/05/2014WRD03850Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

29/05/2014WRD0390099. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on an agri-environment options scheme 1 payment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23568/14]

29/05/2014WRD04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2010 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2010 and full payments have issued in respect of the 2010, 2011 
and 2012 Scheme years.

During a 2013 inspection, the person named was deemed non-compliant in respect of the 
Planting of New Hedgerow action.  A letter issued to the person named notifying them of the 
inspection findings and setting out the appeal option.  An appeal was received but the findings 
were upheld.  A letter issued to the person named on the 27th January 2014 notifying them of 
this and setting out the right of further appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office.  To date, there 
is no record of an appeal having being received by the Agriculture Appeals Office.  AEOS Of-
ficials are now processing the application based on the Inspection findings with the intention of 
issuing payment in respect of 2013, less penalties at the earliest opportunity.
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29/05/2014WRD04050Herd Numbers

29/05/2014WRD04100100. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding being locked up in relation to a herd (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23573/14]

29/05/2014WRD04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The herd 
referred to is not currently active on my Department’s records.  If the herd-owner concerned 
wishes to reactivate his status as an active herd-owner he should, in the first instance, contact 
the Regional Veterinary Office.

29/05/2014WRD04250Agriculture Schemes Eligibility

29/05/2014WRD04300101. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a person (details supplied) in County Cavan will be eligible to re-enter the disadvantaged 
areas scheme or the areas of natural constraint scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [23581/14]

29/05/2014WRD04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The per-
son named was among those whose holdings did not achieve a minimum stocking density in 
2011 of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare, as required under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme.  Having unsuccessfully sought derogation from this requirement, he subsequently also 
unsuccessfully appealed to the independently chaired DAS Appeals Committee.  He did not 
avail of his right to pursue the matter with the Office of the Ombudsman.

Following the agreement on the Reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, the Disadvan-
taged Areas Scheme will be replaced by the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme (ANC) in 
2015.  If the person named applies for and meets the requirements of that Scheme, which will 
be similar to a great extent to the provisions of the current Scheme, he will be eligible to benefit 
from payment under the ANC Scheme from 2015 onwards.

29/05/2014WRE00075Garda Misconduct Allegations

29/05/2014WRE00100102. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on cor-
respondence regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [23574/14]

29/05/2014WRE00200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I refer the Deputy to my 
reply to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 657 and 700 for written answer on 27 May 2014:

I would like to express my sincere condolences to the family concerned for the tragic loss of 
life in the case referred to by the Deputy.  The Deputy will appreciate that I do not have a role 
in the investigation of criminal cases or the conduct of inquests.  However, the Deputy may be 
aware that the Garda investigation into the death of the person he has referred to is the subject 
of a complaint which has been received by my Department.  I am currently considering my 
response and I will contact the Deputy again in relation to it.

29/05/2014WRE00250Garda Misconduct Allegations

29/05/2014WRE00300103. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will re-
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spond to correspondence (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[23575/14]

29/05/2014WRE00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I understand that the 
incident referred to in the correspondence in question, which is addressed to the Garda authori-
ties, is the subject of a complaint and has been referred to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission.  The Deputy will appreciate that in these circumstances it would not be appropri-
ate for me to comment further on the matter.

29/05/2014WRE00450Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

29/05/2014WRE00500104. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that motor 
neurone disease is not included in the long-term illness scheme; the reason this is the case; his 
plans to add it to the scheme and when this will happen; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [23540/14]

29/05/2014WRE00600105. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health when the list of conditions cov-
ered under the long-term illness scheme will be reviewed and updated; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [23541/14]

29/05/2014WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 104 and 105 together.

The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 
1970 (as amended).  Regulations were made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions 
covered by the LTI Scheme.  The conditions covered by the LTI Scheme are as follows: Acute 
Leukaemia; Mental handicap; Cerebral Palsy; Mental Illness (in a person under 16); Cystic 
Fibrosis; Multiple Sclerosis; Diabetes Insipidus; Muscular Dystrophies; Diabetes Mellitus; Par-
kinsonism; Epilepsy; Phenylketonuria; Haemophilia; Spina Bifida; Hydrocephalus; and condi-
tions arising from the use of Thalidomide.  

Motor neurone disease is not covered by the LTI Scheme.  There are no plans to extend the 
list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

29/05/2014WRE00750Speech and Language Therapy

29/05/2014WRE00800106. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the total staff complement re-
quired for a centre (details supplied) in County Laois; the number of staff in each grade in this 
location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23543/14]

29/05/2014WRE00900117. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for an assessment and treatment at a location ( details supplied) in County Laois both for speech 
and language therapy and for occupational therapy; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23569/14]

29/05/2014WRE01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 106 and 117 
together.

The particular issues raised by the Deputy are service matters for the Health Service Execu-
tive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the questions to be referred to the Health Service Execu-
tive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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29/05/2014WRE01050Hospital Appointment Status

29/05/2014WRE01100107. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will be given a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23548/14]

29/05/2014WRE01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should a patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the 
best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the 
specific hospital appointment query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

29/05/2014WRE01250Hospital Appointment Status

29/05/2014WRE01300108. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will be given an ophthalmology appointment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23554/14]

29/05/2014WRE01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should a patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the 
best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the 
specific hospital appointment query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

29/05/2014WRE01450Health Services Provision

29/05/2014WRE01500109. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a needs assessment will be 
carried out in respect of a child (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23555/14]

29/05/2014WRE01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the particular issue raised by the Deputy 
relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accord-
ingly, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

29/05/2014WRE01650Hospital Waiting Lists

29/05/2014WRE01700110. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Roscommon will be receive a date for surgery; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23556/14]

29/05/2014WRE01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.
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29/05/2014WRE01850Hospital Appointment Status

29/05/2014WRE01900111. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Roscommon will be receive a date for surgery; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23557/14]

29/05/2014WRE02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him on this matter.

29/05/2014WRE02050Obesity Strategy

29/05/2014WRE02100112. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the reason there is a lack of fund-
ing and support for obesity, with only limited resources being put into weight management 
clinics in Galway and Loughlinstown, County Dublin; the reason the clinic in Loughlinstown 
is only funded and staffed to the 2005 standard even though the number of persons with a BMI 
over 50 has doubled since then; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23558/14]

29/05/2014WRE02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have established the Special Action Group 
on Obesity (SAGO) comprising representatives from relevant Government Departments, the 
HSE, the Food Safety Authority, members of academia, service professionals and safefood to 
examine and progress a number of issues to address the problem of overweight and obesity in 
Ireland.  Furthermore, Healthy Ireland supports a whole-of-Government approach to address 
the determinants and predictors of health and well-being, many of which fall outside the health 
sector, e.g. housing, transportation, education, workplaces and environment along with an indi-
vidual’s socioeconomic status.  Comprehensive, multilevel approaches are required to address 
the obesity epidemic and the work of SAGO and Healthy Ireland is on-going in this regard.

Progress has been made on the Healthy Eating guidelines, Calories on Menus initiative and 
the Report on Recommendations to reduce consumption of high fat, salt and sugar foods and 
drinks from the Top Shelf of the Food Pyramid.  As one of the measures specifically designed 
to combat Childhood Obesity, I launched the safefood/HI/HSE three year Childhood Obesity 
Campaign – Childhood Obesity: Let’s take it on – one small step at a time - which is designed 
to create greater awareness among parents about the threat of childhood overweight and obesity 
and provide practical tips to help address the problem with the ultimate aim of effecting be-
haviour change.  The Deputy might also wish to note that my Department is developing a new 
obesity policy this year which will have a significant impact on the obesity agenda, provide a 
framework for action based on a number of informants and help lead inter-sectoral work in ad-
dressing overweight and obesity in Ireland.

In relation to the detailed queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
asked the HSE to respond to him directly.

29/05/2014WRE02250HSE Expenditure
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29/05/2014WRE02300113. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Health if it is the intention of the Health 
Service Executive to outsource laundry services in the north east and, in the process, terminate 
the existing arrangement; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23560/14]

29/05/2014WRE02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

29/05/2014WRE02450Health Services Provision

29/05/2014WRE02500114. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the position regarding health care in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23561/14]

29/05/2014WRE02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

29/05/2014WRE02650Medical Card Reviews

29/05/2014WRE02700115. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Monaghan may expect to receive a decision on their medical card review; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23563/14]

29/05/2014WRE02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

29/05/2014WRE02850Orthodontic Service Waiting Lists

29/05/2014WRE02900116. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason for a three and a half 
year delay in having orthodontic treatment provided in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kilkenny; if he will arrange early treatment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23565/14]

29/05/2014WRE03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need.  An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 106.

29/05/2014WRE03150Hospital Appointment Delays

29/05/2014WRE03200118. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
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tion No. 188 of 7 May 2014, the reason for the delay in receiving official approval; when a 
decision will be made on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23571/14]

29/05/2014WRE03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the Deputy’s further question in 
this matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to him directly.

29/05/2014WRE03350Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

29/05/2014WRE03400119. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 371 of 6 May 2014, if he will provide an urgent response on behalf of a person 
(details supplied) in County Wexford regarding the nursing home support scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [23583/14]

29/05/2014WRE03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has again been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

29/05/2014WRE03550Medicinal Products Licensing

29/05/2014WRE03600120. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to allegations of the potential side effects of a drug (details supplied) and the concerns ex-
pressed by a general practitioner from their experience with some of their patients; the current 
conditions attached to the prescribing of this drug here; the action he proposes to assure men 
that the use of the drug is safe; and if a review of the availability of the drug in Ireland has been 
carried out in view of these concerns.  [23586/14]

29/05/2014WRE03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under European 
and Irish legislation, before a medicine can be placed on the Irish market the manufacturer has 
to seek an authorisation from the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) or in the case of certain me-
dicinal products, the European Medicines Agency (EMA).  A determination on an application 
for authorisation of a medicine is based on a rigorous scientific assessment of the application 
against legal and regulatory requirements.

Propecia 1mg Tablets (which contains the active substance finasteride) is not a licensed 
brand of the drug finasteride in Ireland.  The IMB has advised that this brand is a licensed 
product in the USA where it is approved for use in the treatment of male pattern hair loss (also 
known as androgenetic alopecia).  In Ireland however, finasteride is only licensed for the treat-
ment and control of benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH) and for the prevention of urologic 
events in men and is not licensed for use in the treatment of male pattern hair loss.

Finasteride is known to be associated with a number of adverse reactions, which are detailed 
in the product information for healthcare professionals and patients.  Effects on male sexual 
function are known and clearly indicated in its product information, the most commonly oc-
curring reactions being impotence and decreased libido.  The IMB considers that the benefits 
of treatment with finasteride outweigh its risks, when used in accordance with the approved 
product information and under the supervision of the prescribing specialist.

29/05/2014WRE03750Ambulance Service Provision

29/05/2014WRE03800121. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 242 of 15 May 2014, if he has received a response from the National Ambulance 
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Service; if so, the steps he will take to address the situation; if he has not received a reply to 
date, the reason for same in view of the fact that the National Ambulance Service has had such 
reports for up to six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23588/14]

29/05/2014WRE03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have forwarded the report referred to by 
the Deputy to the National Ambulance Service for investigation and I am awaiting a response.

29/05/2014WRE03950Maternity Services

29/05/2014WRE04000122. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to his comments on 
the status of maternity services at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe during his visit to County 
Roscommon, if he will confirm that the isolated regional review of maternity services has now 
been abandoned and that the determining factor in the future of the service will be dependent 
on the separate national review; if the hospital group review of the West-North West Hospital 
Group will form part of the national review; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23589/14]

29/05/2014WRE04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Reports suggesting that some hospitals in 
the West are to lose their maternity services are purely speculative.  The position is that in the 
context of the implementation of the recommendations of the HIQA Report into the death of 
Savita Halappanavar at University Hospital Galway, and the Report on the establishment of 
Hospital Groups, the West/North West Hospital Group undertook a review of maternity services 
within the Group.  The review included the maternity units at Portiuncula Hospital Ballinasloe, 
Mayo General Hospital, University Hospital Galway, Sligo Regional Hospital and Letterkenny 
General Hospital.  While the review presents various options for service reconfiguration, I un-
derstand that the review does not recommend any particular option, nor indeed the closure of 
any maternity unit.  

My Department is currently developing a new National Strategy for Maternity Services 
which will determine the optimal configuration of maternity services to ensure that women in 
Ireland have access to safe, high quality maternity care in a setting most appropriate to their 
needs.  As part of the development of the Strategy, all maternity services in the country will be 
reviewed and evaluated.  Any decision on maternity service reconfiguration will be considered 
in the context of the National Strategy, and therefore on a national rather than on a local basis.  
In these circumstances I can assure the Deputy that while the report on maternity services in the 
West/North West Hospital Group may help inform the new National Strategy, no decisions on 
service reconfiguration will be implemented without my agreement or in advance of the publi-
cation of the Strategy.  It is intended to publish the Strategy later this year.

29/05/2014WRF00075Autism Support Services

29/05/2014WRF00100123. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if he will list the diagnostic tools 
recognised by his Department and the Health Service Executive for the diagnosis of autism 
spectrum disorders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23593/14]

29/05/2014WRF00200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Disorders 
is an operational matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the 
question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.  

29/05/2014WRF00250Mental Health Services Provision
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29/05/2014WRF00300124. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a person 
(details supplied) is given a CAMHS assessment without further delay; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [23594/14]

29/05/2014WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

29/05/2014WRF00450Hospital Waiting Lists

29/05/2014WRF00500125. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the average waiting times 
for patients to undergo hip replacement surgery at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9 in 2012, 2013 
and to date in 2014.  [23598/14]

29/05/2014WRF00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

29/05/2014WRF00650Obesity Strategy

29/05/2014WRF00700126. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the issues 
raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding weight management clinics; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23601/14]

29/05/2014WRF00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have established the Special Action Group 
on Obesity (SAGO) comprising representatives from relevant Government Departments, the 
HSE, the Food Safety Authority, members of academia, service professionals and safefood to 
examine and progress a number of issues to address the problem of overweight and obesity in 
Ireland.  Furthermore, Healthy Ireland supports a whole-of-government approach to address 
the determinants and predictors of health and well-being, many of which fall outside the health 
sector, e.g. housing, transportation, education, workplaces and environment along with an indi-
vidual’s socioeconomic status.  Comprehensive, multilevel approaches are required to address 
the obesity epidemic and the work of SAGO and Healthy Ireland is on-going in this regard.

Progress has been made on the Healthy Eating guidelines, Calories on Menus initiative and 
the Report on Recommendations to reduce consumption of high fat, salt and sugar foods and 
drinks from the Top Shelf of the Food Pyramid.  As one of the measures specifically designed 
to combat Childhood Obesity, I launched the safefood/HI/HSE three year Childhood Obesity 
Campaign – Childhood Obesity: Let’s take it on – one small step at a time - which is designed 
to create greater awareness among parents about the threat of childhood overweight and obesity 
and provide practical tips to help address the problem with the ultimate aim and effecting be-
haviour change.  The Deputy might also wish to note that my Department is developing a new 
obesity policy this year which will have a significant impact on the obesity agenda, provide a 
framework for action based on a number of informants and help lead inter-sectoral work in ad-
dressing overweight and obesity in Ireland.

In relation to the detailed queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
asked the HSE to respond to him directly.

29/05/2014WRF00850Hospital Services

29/05/2014WRF00900127. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he proposes to provide a Ulysses 
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pain management programme at a Dublin north side hospital. [23603/14]

29/05/2014WRF01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

29/05/2014WRF01050Medical Card Applications

29/05/2014WRF01100128. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23604/14]

29/05/2014WRF01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

29/05/2014WRF01250Medical Card Applications

29/05/2014WRF01300129. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23609/14]

29/05/2014WRF01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

29/05/2014WRF01450Medical Card Applications

29/05/2014WRF01500130. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card renewal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23616/14]

29/05/2014WRF01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

29/05/2014WRF01650Respite Care Services
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29/05/2014WRF01700131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when some restora-
tion of respite care might be offered to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in respect 
of their child, in view of the degree to which their requirements have to be met; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23633/14]

29/05/2014WRF01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Depu-
ty’s questions relates to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

29/05/2014WRF01850Medical Card Applications

29/05/2014WRF01900132. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue 
on a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23636/14]

29/05/2014WRF02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

29/05/2014WRF02050Driving Test Regulations

29/05/2014WRF02100133. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
whether requiring all driver testing vehicles to require ABS brakes is potentially dangerous, in 
that many vehicles on the road do not have ABS brakes and new drivers will therefore not have 
experience driving such vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23577/14]

29/05/2014WRF02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I replied to this 
same Question from the Deputy on 17th April 2014 and the position has not changed.  It is not 
the case that all vehicles used in driving tests must have anti-lock brakes (ABS).  However  ve-
hicles used in tests for categories C1, C1E, C, CE, D1, D1E, D, DE must have ABS.

The requirements for vehicles to be used in driving tests are set at EU rather than nation-
al level, under section 5.2 of Annex II to Directive 2006/126/EC, as amended by Directive 
2012/36/EU.  The EU standards are minima.  Member States may choose more stringent cri-
teria but not less stringent criteria.  In all of the categories mentioned above the EU legislation 
explicitly requires that the vehicles used in the test have ABS.  Member States do not therefore 
have the option to choose otherwise.

29/05/2014WRF02250Driving Test Regulations

29/05/2014WRF02300134. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way 
Council Directive 2012/36/EU affects the requirements of category C, C1 and D testing ve-
hicles; if the current requirements are in excess of those requirements; when it is anticipated 
that such standards will be introduced; the status of requirements under Directive 2006/126/EC; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23578/14]
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29/05/2014WRF02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I replied to an iden-
tical question from the Deputy on 17th April 2014 and the position has not changed.  Directive 
126 of 2006 is the EU driver licensing directive.  Among other aspects of driver licensing, this 
Directive sets out minimum requirements to be met by vehicles used in driving tests.  These 
are described in Annex II, section 5.2 of the directive.  Directive 36 of 2012 made a number of 
changes to the vehicle requirements for tests relating to categories A1, A2, A, C and CE.  Direc-
tive 36 does not change the vehicle standards for tests in relation to categories C1 or D.   

Ireland is compliant with the requirements of Annex II, section 5.2 of Directive 126 of 2006, 
as amended.  The current requirements in this regard are to be found in Schedule 5 of the Road 
Traffic (Licensing of Drivers) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 537 of 2006), as substituted by Sched-
ule 2 the Road Traffic (Licensing of Drivers) (Amendment) (No. 4) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 
467 of 2013).  All of these documents are available in the public domain.

29/05/2014WRF02450Road Tolls

29/05/2014WRF02500135. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the revenue generated at the Dublin Port tunnel in 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014.  [23599/14]

29/05/2014WRF02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The implementation of individual national road schemes (such 
as the Dublin Port Tunnel) which provide for tolling, is a matter for the National Roads Author-
ity (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2007.  Moreover, the statutory power to levy tolls on 
national roads, to make toll by-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors in 
respect of national roads is very specifically vested in the NRA under Part V of the Roads Act, 
1993 (as amended).   

The maximum tolls for each toll year are set in accordance with the toll bye-laws made by 
the NRA under Section 61 of the Roads Act.  Noting the above position, I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  He should advise my private office if he does 
not receive a reply within ten working days.

29/05/2014WRF02650Child Care Services Provision

29/05/2014WRF02700136. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will ensure 
that a child care service (details supplied) remains open as it is a critical service for families in 
the area and its closure would result in the loss of 55 jobs and a number of community employ-
ment, Tús and training positions.  [23635/14]

29/05/2014WRF02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I refer the Deputy 
to my recent reply on 27th May, 2014 in which I set out the current position. 


