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  Questions Nos. 1 to 17, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 18 to 107, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 108 to 113, inclusive, answered orally.

06/05/2014WRA00550Broadband Services Provision

06/05/2014WRA00600114. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will be reviewing the provision of broadband in rural areas after the publication 
of the CEDRA report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19959/14]

06/05/2014WRA00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Report of the Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas (CEDRA) pub-
lished on 14 April last highlights access to and cost of high quality broadband as one of the 
most significant challenges faced by rural communities, particularly from a business perspec-
tive. It points to the need for significant State investment to ensure delivery of next generation 
broadband outside of principal urban areas.

The CEDRA report makes a number of recommendations regarding the provision of next 
generation services to rural areas. The strategy for the State intervention under the National 
Broadband Plan which I announced on 25 April is very much in line with the recommendations 
of the CEDRA report. I outlined the key elements of the strategy in reply to Priority Question 
No. 5 on today’s Order Paper. I believe that this strategy, which involves a major telecom-
munications network build out to rural Ireland with fibre as a foundaton for future proofed 
broadband services, will definitively address current connectivtiy challenges being experienced 
in rural areas. It also provides a solution capable of scaling up over multiple platforms and re-
sponding to new developments and will ensure that speeds can increase in line with demand, a 
key point referred to in the CEDRA report.

I fully share the concerns outlined in the CEDRA report about the quality of broadband in 
rural areas. It is my intention to deliver a solution which will ensure that rural Ireland enjoys 
similar opportunities to urban areas. In committing to a fibre build-out at the heart of this strat-
egy, the Government is reaffirming its commitment to addressing current connectivity chal-
lenges in a meaningful and sustainable way and recognises that quality and reliable broadband 
is a necessity for a 21st century economy and society.

  Question No. 115 answered orally.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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06/05/2014WRA00850Inland Fisheries

06/05/2014WRA00900116. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the work done by his Department and by Inland Fisheries Ireland to preserve wild 
salmon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19948/14]

06/05/2014WRA01000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Ireland manages salmon stocks on an individual river 
basis. This management is carried out by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), the State Agency with 
statutory responsibility for inland fisheries under the 2010 Inland Fisheries Act. The individual 
river management strategy is based on the fact that each of Ireland’s 143 salmon rivers has its 
own unique stock of salmon which migrates to sea as juveniles and returns to the same river in 
adulthood to spawn and create the next generation of fish exclusive to that river.

IFI is supported in its management of salmon stocks by a statutorily based Standing Sci-
entific Committee on Salmon (SSCS) comprising scientists from IFI, an Bord Iascaigh Mhara 
(BIM), the Loughs Agency, the National Parks and Wildlife Service, the Marine Institute, the 
Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI-Northern Ireland) other State bodies and third level 
institutions. This independent scientific committee assesses and offers advice on the predicted 
stocks status in all 143 Irish salmon rivers each year against that river’s Conservation Limit us-
ing the most recent five years of available data from the catchment. The Conservation Limit is 
the number of adult salmon required on each river to maintain a healthy population, the stock 
level that maximizes the long-term average surplus. 

IFI also undertakes an extensive programme of patrol and protection of the fisheries re-
source, in gathering data on stock status and in seeking to improve angling potential and de-
velop angling tourism. In 2013, IFI is currently involved in projects funded to the value of over 
€9M in research on and enhancement and development of the inland fisheries resources and 
habitats with many projects active in the area of wild salmonids. IFI also administered projects 
under the Salmon Development Fund to the value of almost €400,000 primarily through sup-
ports to angling clubs and federations.

The Atlantic salmon is a protected species under the EU Habitats Directive and Ireland’s 
current salmon management regime complies with the requirements of this legislation. The 
conservation imperative means that exploitation of salmon from each river is only permitted 
where the independent scientific committee determines that the stock in that river is above its 
conservation limit. The annual advice of the SCCS is available on the website of IFI.  For 2014, 
based on the scientific advice, of the 143 rivers assessed, 57 rivers are open to exploitation of a 
harvestable surplus, 30 are open to catch and release angling only and 56 are closed to all activ-
ity. Each of these rivers will be reviewed again as part of the annual scientific assessment later 
this year in contemplation of management measures for 2015.

Commercial harvest fisheries are only allowed on individual river stocks which are shown to 
have a surplus of fish over the Conservation Limit. Fisheries in estuaries may also be permitted 
where the stocks from individual rivers entering the estuaries are each meeting their individual 
conservation limits. District Committees comprising commercial and angling stakeholders as 
well as IFI and BIM have been established to discuss the sharing of any surplus available for 
exploitation.

06/05/2014WRA01050Wind Energy Generation

06/05/2014WRA01100117. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources the position regarding the memorandum of understanding between his Government 
and the British Government on wind energy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12779/14]

06/05/2014WRA01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In January last year the UK Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change Mr. Ed Davey 
MP and I signed a Memorandum of Understanding on energy cooperation. That Memorandum 
demonstrated our shared interest in developing the opportunity to export green electricity from 
Ireland to Britain. A key objective was to realise the potential for investment, jobs and growth. 
An agreed programme of work was put into place with work-streams across several areas.

Economic analysis conducted by my officials, with significant inputs from ESRI and 
NewERA indicates that under agreed policy and regulatory conditions, renewable energy trad-
ing can deliver significant economic benefits to Ireland and the UK, and would also be attrac-
tive to commercial investors and developers.  However, progressing to an Inter-Governmental 
Agreement on renewable energy trading would require any IGA to be designed in a manner that 
would work for both countries. In that regard, the UK side is not yet in a position to take certain 
key decisions regarding quantity of energy to be procured, the regulatory treatment of Irish as-
sets, the structure of subsidies to Irish developers and the resultant financial flows. 

Following further discussions since the Summit between the Taoiseach and Prime Minister 
Cameron in early March, I am confirmed in the view that given the economic, policy and regu-
latory complexities involved, and the outstanding decisions to be taken by the UK, delivery by 
2020 of an IGA to facilitate energy export is not now a realistic proposition.  While it has not 
been possible at this time to conclude an agreement, I do believe that in the context of a Euro-
pean Internal Energy Market, greater trade in energy between Britain and Ireland is inevitable 
in the post 2020 scenario.

  Questions Nos. 118 and 119 answered orally.

06/05/2014WRA01350Radio Broadcasting Issues

06/05/2014WRA01400120. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the number of investigations that have been undertaken by ComReg in relation to un-
licensed transmissions, such as that identified by the reported broadcast of a UK GSM cellular 
ID near Middle Abbey Street; if he has discussed this matter with ComReg; and his concerns 
regarding this matter. [19955/14]

06/05/2014WRA01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) is the statutory body responsi-
ble for the management of spectrum in Ireland. ComReg is independent in the exercise of its 
functions and is accountable directly to the Oireachtas in accordance with Section 34 of the 
Communications Regulation Act 2002. The investigation of any alleged unlicensed radio trans-
missions including any subsequent remedial actions is a function of ComReg and I have no 
function in this matter.

The Government has appointed retired High Court Judge John Cooke to conduct an Inde-
pendent Inquiry into Reports of Unlawful Surveillance of the Garda Ombudsman Commission 
and to report within eight weeks or as soon as may be thereafter. The Terms of Reference, which 
were agreed by Government on the advice of the Attorney General, are in the public domain, 
and include a review and assessment of any evidence of a security breach or attempted security 
breach at the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission.  Accordingly, I believe that it would 
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not be appropriate to make any announcements at this point in time.

06/05/2014WRA01550Alternative Energy Projects

06/05/2014WRA01600121. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if the bio-energy strategy has been finalised; the actions required to optimise the use 
of biomass; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19961/14]

06/05/2014WRA01700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): My Department is currently in the process of finalising a 
national bioenergy strategy which will be published in a matter of weeks. The strategy will set 
out the actions required to optimise the contribution that a sustainable bioenergy sector could 
make to the achievement of the 2020 renewable energy target for Ireland. A strong bioenergy 
sector could also make important contributions to a wide range of Government policy objec-
tives, from agriculture through to environment policy and the strategy will draw on contribu-
tions from various government departments and agencies, as well as other stakeholders.

Central to the strategy is the continued support for the significant policies already in place. 
The Biofuel Obligation Scheme will continue to be the primary means through which Ireland 
will meet its 10% target for renewable energy in transport. Additionally, the Biofuel Obligation 
Scheme has the potential to incentivise production of indigenous biofuels. The REFIT schemes 
will continue to support the generation of electricity and Combined Heat and Power from a 
range of biomass feedstocks.

The analysis underpinning the strategy is that an additional bioenergy-focussed measure 
in the heat sector represents the most cost effective means of meeting a number of different 
policy goals. It is intended, therefore, subject to Government approval, that the strategy will 
incorporate targeted and cost effective measures to stimulate demand for biomass-fuelled heat.  
I intend to establish a cross-departmental steering group to oversee the implementation of the 
actions arising from the bioenergy strategy. Having such a group in place would also serve a 
dual purpose of maintaining a high visibility and profile for the sector as well as being a vehicle 
to facilitate constructive engagement between all the relevant actors. I intend, also, to have the 
group examine the potential for cost effective deployment of biogas and biomethane to help 
meet our renewable energy targets.  The strategy will also set out a series of actions to support 
the cost effective supply of biomass from indigenous sources.

06/05/2014WRA01750Green Paper on Energy Publication

06/05/2014WRA01800122. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide an update on the status of the Green Paper on energy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [19936/14]

06/05/2014WRA01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department is finalising an Energy Policy Green Paper which identifies issues that need to 
be considered in the development of Ireland’s energy policy to meet current and future chal-
lenges. Competitiveness, security of supply, and sustainability, as well as energy policy’s po-
tential to support economic growth and job creation, will be the key pillars of the Green Paper 
which I expect to publish next week.

The energy policy landscape has undergone considerable change since the Energy Policy 
White Paper was published in 2007. The Green Paper provides a useful overview of the very 
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significant developments that have taken place since then including billions of euro of invest-
ment in generation, transmission, distribution, supply, energy efficiency, renewable energy and 
new technologies. Other important developments including retail market competition, the Sin-
gle Electricity Market, the development and commissioning of the East West Interconnector, re-
newable energy investment initiatives, energy efficiency incentives, and key policy documents 
are also referenced in order to set the scene for public consultation. The paper also points to 
developments at EU and international level that are having a direct impact on the Irish energy 
landscape.

The Green Paper sets out six energy policy priorities as follows:

- Empowering Energy Citizens;

- Markets and Regulation;

- Planning and Implementing Essential Energy Infrastructure;

- Ensuring a Balanced and Secure Energy Mix;

- Putting the Energy System on a Sustainable Pathway; and

- Driving Economic Opportunity.

There will be a full public consultation process on the Green Paper during which interested 
parties will be invited to submit their views which will form a key imput to the development of 
a new Energy Policy Framework in the form of a White Paper. It is my intention to publish the 
Energy White Paper around the end of this year.

06/05/2014WRA01950Community Radio Stations Funding

06/05/2014WRA02000123. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in view of the fact that community radio stations make a major contribution to life in 
local areas across the country and that they are currently struggling to survive due to both the 
current economic climate and the many cutbacks to funding, his plans to address the shortfall 
in their funding and to offer a more substantial level of support; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [19945/14]

06/05/2014WRA02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I wish to acknowledge at the outset the contribution of the independent radio sector in bringing 
diversity to the airwaves, and serving the needs of communities, often at a very local level. That 
said, however, it needs to be borne in mind that these stations were established as commercial 
entities.  Station owners sought and accepted licences on clear terms; terms which included a 
limited amount of ‘public service’ type content. Moreover, in many cases, their success in the 
licence application process was assisted by the voluntary commitments they gave in regard to 
the provision of public service type content, over and above that required by the relevant leg-
islation.

The licences were accepted in full knowledge of the current system of public funding. The 
fact that some of these stations are now undergoing a degree of financial stress is regrettable and 
a cause for concern but it does not mean that the State should step in and provide funding – they 
are and remain commercial enterprises.  The rationale for providing State funding for the Public 
Service Broadcasters is to provide an independent and reliable income flow that allows these 
corporations to attain their statutory public service objects while ensuring they can maintain 
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editorial independence. This is especially important in the context of news and current affairs.

Over the last number of years, there have been calls from a wide range of media organisa-
tions in relation to the future distribution of licence fee funding. Before considering any wider 
distribution of public funds than that which applies at present, I would have to be convinced 
that such a distribution would represent a sound proposition in terms of policy for the sector 
and would not be to the ultimate disadvantage of our Public Service Broadcasters.  Even if I 
were minded to provide public monies to private investors, EU State Aid rules would apply. It 
is categorically not possible for the State to simply decide to fund a set of incumbent licence 
holders during a licence period.

Additionally, the independent radio stations receive a significant amount of publicly funded 
support from the Broadcasting Funding Scheme. This Scheme is currently funded by way of a 
set proportion of net television licence fee. The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) is as-
signed responsibility under Part 10 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 for the administration of the 
Scheme.

06/05/2014WRA02150Inland Fisheries

06/05/2014WRA02200124. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will consider initiating new independent research to assess the potential for al-
lowing small commercial fishing for mullet, sea trout, bass and salmon using traditional meth-
ods based on best practice and sustainability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13224/14]

06/05/2014WRA02300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the state agency respon-
sible for the protection, management and conservation of Ireland’s inland fisheries and sea 
angling resources. In that role it provides scientific advice to my Department regarding the 
most up-to-date status of species under its brief.  Sea trout, bass and salmon are all managed as 
recreational angling species. All three are highly valuable angling species and provide the basis 
for significant employment and associated revenue generation in the angling tourism sector 
throughout Ireland.

IFI manages salmon stocks on an individual river basis as each of Ireland’s 143 salmon riv-
ers has its own unique stock of salmon. IFI is supported in its management of salmon stocks by 
a statutorily based Standing Scientific Committee on Salmon comprising scientists from IFI, 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM), the Loughs Agency, the National Parks and Wildlife Service, the 
Marine Institute, the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI-Northern Ireland) other State 
bodies and third level institutions. IFI carries out extensive monitoring of salmon stock status 
which feed into the the scientific committee’s assessments carried out every year. Sea trout 
greater than 40cm length are managed under the same regulations as salmon. 

The offshore and inshore salmon and sea trout commercial fisheries were closed in 2007 in 
order to comply with the EU Habitats Directive. A €25M Hardship Scheme was established for 
fishermen. While the scheme was administered by BIM, I understand that the average payment 
under the scheme was almost €23,000 and the highest payment was over €195,000. Conditions 
of the scheme included that nets had to be verifiably decommissioned and those availing of the 
Scheme would not be entitled to a licence in the future. 

Commercial harvest fisheries are currently permitted on individual river stocks which are 
shown to be meeting their conservation limit. Fisheries in estuaries may also be permitted 
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where the stocks from individual rivers entering the estuaries are each meeting their individual 
conservation limits. The current management approach allows Ireland to meet its international 
and national obligations in terms of salmon conservation and operate sustainable harvest fisher-
ies (commercial and recreational) where this is feasible.

The steep decline in bass stocks in Ireland in the mid-1970s resulted in a severe deteriora-
tion of the renowned Irish bass angling resource. Ultimately the decline led to the cessation of 
the commercial fishery in 1990 via the Bass (Conservation of Stocks) Order, 1990. Since then 
bass, which are at the extremes of its European distribution in Irish coastal waters, have been 
regarded solely as an angling species and are restrictively managed largely on a catch and re-
lease basis.

Since 1990 Ireland has applied the precautionary principle in relation to management of 
Irish bass stocks and has concentrated on measures to enable the rebuilding of the severely 
depleted stock. Recent advice from the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea 
(ICES) is that data are insufficient in the wider Northeast Atlantic Area, which includes Ireland, 
to evaluate the status of bass and that, on a precautionary basis, catches should not be allowed 
to increase. The current advice states that Irish bass are slow growing and discrete and the stock 
is highly dependent on suitable environmental conditions for successful recruitment.

IFI is currently delivering on its bass research programme, which seeks to provide greater 
insight into the ecology and biology of bass to support long-term bass sustainability. The out-
puts from this research and associated annual monitoring will, in the future, provide scientific 
advice to support the future management and conservation of Ireland’s bass stocks. The current 
Irish management model is regarded as being progressive by many observers and there are no 
data to warrant any change in the management approach. I am advised that the focus should 
be to continue observing the precautionary principle and collecting better quality data on stock 
status as consistently advocated by ICES for all species as a fundamental policy approach.

There are three species of mullet in Irish waters; the most abundant and common is the 
grey mullet. Grey mullet is also a popular recreational angling species which is sought after by 
specialist recreational anglers. I am advised that stock status is unknown as there is no formal 
stock assessment and no evaluation of mullet stocks by ICES in the north east Atlantic. Like 
bass, mullet are slow-growing, long-lived and late-maturing fish. In the absence of formal as-
sessment I am advised by IFI that the precautionary principle is recommended. Opening up a 
fishery on stocks with an unknown status presents the possibility of over-exploitation without 
any measure of current sustainability.

06/05/2014WRA02350Gas Distribution System

06/05/2014WRA02400125. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on the Western Development Commission paper, “Why Invest in Gas?”, 
which outlines the clear benefit of extending the natural gas distribution network to the west/
north west; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19937/14]

06/05/2014WRA02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy will be aware from my replies to previous Parliamentary Questions raised by 
him on this issue, the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the statutory, independent 
body, charged with the assessment and licensing of prospective operators seeking to develop 
and operate a gas distribution system within the State. I have no direct statutory function in rela-
tion to the connection of towns to the gas network.
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The CER, in 2006, approved a network connections policy which enabled reassessment 
of the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network. In order for any town to be 
connected to the gas network, certain economic criteria need to be satisfied as a prerequisite. 
The policy allows for the appraisal of a town either on its own or as part of a regional group of 
towns.  This policy framework provides that, over a certain period, the costs of connecting a 
town, or group of towns, to the network are recouped through the actual economic consump-
tion of gas and the associated tariffs. Uneconomic projects would increase costs for all energy 
consumers.

Under the CER’s policy framework, Bord Gáis Networks, and latterly Gaslink, carried out 
a comprehensive review of towns not connected to the national gas network. Gaslink published 
its New Towns Analysis Phase 3 report in 2010.  The study included a review of the feasibility 
of connecting 11 towns in the West and North West region which are the focus of the Western 
Development Commission paper, “Why Invest in Gas?”. However, the Gaslink review found 
that none of the towns qualified for connection on economic grounds. Gaslink will continue to 
review the towns which did not qualify for connection under the 2010 Study as well as other 
towns. The key factor which would qualify a town or group of towns in any future review would 
be a significant increase in demand for natural gas, usually as a result of the addition of a new 
large industrial or commercial facility.

06/05/2014WRA02550Energy Conservation

06/05/2014WRA02600126. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if his Department, in terms of energy efficiency, has developed an inventory of all pub-
lic sector buildings; the steps being taken to encourage retrofitting of central government and 
local authority buildings; if there are specific targets to be met; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [19956/14]

06/05/2014WRA02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department is responsible for co-ordinating the National Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
(NEEAP) which commits all organisations in the public sector to achieving a 33% energy sav-
ings target by 2020. Performance against this target is regularly monitored by my Department 
and I will be publishing an update to the NEEAP in the coming months. To achieve this target, 
my Department works with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and the Office 
of Public Works (OPW) to develop, enhance and embed good energy management practices in 
the public sector. Action number 20 of the second Action Plan states: “We will work with public 
bodies to fulfil their exemplar role with respect to building energy efficiency.”

As part of delivering that goal we have committed, inter alia, to: developing an inventory of 
public sector buildings; requiring that Display Energy Certificates are prominently displayed in 
all buildings that are occupied by public bodies over certain defined thresholds; and requiring 
that all new buildings occupied and owned by public bodies from December 2018 be nearly 
zero-energy buildings. I intend to underline and reinforce the Government’s public sector en-
ergy efficiency ambitions by bringing forward a Public Sector Action Plan on Energy later this 
year.  The Public Sector Action Plan on Energy will bring a greater impetus and strategic focus 
to ensure that the 2020 33% energy saving target is met.

The OPW manages the central government stock of buildings and they already have a reg-
ister of the buildings they own and lease, which includes detailed energy usage information on 
about 250 of the larger buildings. This register includes central government buildings, some 
agencies and Garda stations.  In fulfilment of our obligations under article 5 of the Energy Ef-
ficiency Directive, OPW calculated the equivalent annual savings that would be achieved if 3% 
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of the floor area was retrofitted and proposed using the “alternative approach” to achieve our 
energy saving requirements under the Directive, which in practice is an expansion of their suc-
cessful Optimising Power at Work campaign, to targeted buildings in the wider public sector. 
The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform allocated €9m over three years to the OPW in 
Budget 2013 to expand this campaign. 

There is also an obligation on all public sector organisations to report annually on their 
energy consumption. SEAI maintains a database of the public sector’s energy usage and tracks 
each individual organisation’s progress towards the 33% target. Although initially focussed on 
the top 135 energy-using public bodies, in time the objective is to include all 440 public bod-
ies. Public bodies insert their electrical and gas meter numbers and SEAI gets the annual con-
sumption for them for these energy uses. The database contains 40,000 meter numbers and is 
growing. Each public body receives an annual scorecard to show their progress. This database 
is being developed with linkages to the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) and will lead 
to better procurement of energy supplies for the public sector. A report on public sector energy 
consumption will be published later this year. 

Under the Social Housing Investment Programme, funding is provided by the Department 
of the Environment, Community and Local Government to local authorities for a wide range of 
measures aimed at improving the social housing stock. Over the course of 2011 and 2012, the 
Department of the Environment’s retrofitting programme focussed exclusively on the refurbish-
ment of vacant properties with the objective of returning as many of these to productive use. 
Over that period, some €52.5 million was recouped to local authorities and some 4,774 proper-
ties were improved.

Phase 1 of the Energy Efficiency scheme (Fabric Upgrade-phase 1) commenced in June 
2013 and targeted the improvement of insulation standards and overall energy performance 
across 30,000 social rented properties and continues in 2014. It is envisaged that all Phase 1 
works will be completed in 2014 and funding drawn down by year end.  In 2014, a new mea-
sure with funding of €15 million was announced which will be invested in bringing vacant and 
boarded-up local authority houses back into productive use. In this context, local authorities 
were recently advised that funding of up to €30,000 per dwelling will be provided for a suite of 
retrofitting works to bring vacant properties back to a high standard.

06/05/2014WRA02750Cyber Security Policy

06/05/2014WRA02800127. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if his Department has taken any action to address the heartbleed bug; if his 
Department has any strategy to protect State assets from cyber attacks; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [19943/14]

06/05/2014WRA02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I understand that the Deputy is referring to a recently discovered software vulnerability com-
monly used in open source software for secure on-line communications. The disclosure of this 
software vulnerability has had global implications.  After this vulnerability became publicly 
known on 8 April last, the National Cyber Security Centre located in my Department prepared 
an advisory doucument that advised Government Departments on the detail of the vulnerability 
and measures to mitigate the risks associated with it. This advisory contained technical advice, 
including suggestions on how to check if IT systems had this vulnerability and if so on how to 
update the relevant software and security arrangements so as to remove its effects.

My Department has set up a senior managers forum across all Government Departments 
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to coordinate Departments’ approach to computer security. My Department has also organised 
and delivered cyber exercises across all Government Departments and critical infrastructure 
providers in the energy and telecommunications sectors to test and coordinate responses to cy-
ber security challenges. This is an ongoing activity which takes into account the ever changing 
nature and challenges associated with computer security.  For reasons of operational security, it 
would not be appropriate to provide any further details regarding this matter.  My Department is 
also working on the preparation and publication of a strategy focussing on improved protection 
and resilience of IT infrastructure used by Government Departments. I expect that this strategy 
will be published later this year.

06/05/2014WRA02950Offshore Exploration

06/05/2014WRA03000128. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide an update on his review of the fiscal terms of oil and gas 
exploration here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19940/14]

06/05/2014WRA03100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
On 9 May 2012 the former Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Natural Resources 
and Agriculture published its Report on Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration. The Report con-
tained a number of recommendations in respect of the fiscal and regulatory framework applying 
to oil and gas exploration in Ireland.  At my request the Report was debated in Seanad Éireann 
on 27 June 2012 and in Dáil Éireann on 14 May 2013, with the debate concluding on 9 July 
2013.  During the course of the Dáil debate I stated my intention to seek further independent 
expert advice on the “fitness-for-purpose” of Ireland’s fiscal terms, such expert advice to focus 
on what level of fiscal gain is achievable for the State and its citizens and, equally important, on 
the mechanisms best suited to produce such a gain.

Following a public procurement process, my Department appointed Wood MacKenzie in 
March of this year to provide expert advice on the fitness for purpose of Ireland’s fiscal terms 
for oil and gas exploration, development and production.  It is expected that Wood MacKenzie 
will shortly complete their assignment and their report will help inform decisions to be taken 
going forward.

  Question No. 129 answered with Question No. 119.

06/05/2014WRA03250Broadband Services Speeds

06/05/2014WRA03300130. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the total estimated number of residential premises here; the number of these that 
have more than 30Mbps broadband; the number of these that will have this level of service by 
2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19947/14]

06/05/2014WRA03400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to radi-
cally change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is avail-
able to all citizens and businesses. This will be achieved by providing a policy and regulatory 
framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commercial investment, and a State-led 
intervention for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway and 
in some instances have been accelerated in both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband 
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services. Commercial operators combined have either invested, or committed to invest, over €2 
billion in their Irish networks, delivering high speed broadband to homes and businesses. For 
example:

- Eircom is rolling out a €400m investment in a Next Generation Access Fibre Network 
that offers speeds of up to 100Mbps. Service is already available to over 800,000 addresses, 
with planned coverage to reach 1.4m addresses by 2016.

- UPC has invested over €500m in upgrading its cable network. Over 700,000 homes can 
already access minimum broadband speeds of 120Mbps and up to 200Mbps. Businesses can 
access speeds of 500Mbps.

- ESB is engaged in a new project allowing a fibre network to be rolled-out on its exist-
ing electricity infrastructure. It is understood that discussions between ESB and Vodafone to 
form a new Joint Venture Company are at an advanced stage. The company has initial plans to 
construct a fibre network directly to 450,000 premises outside of Dublin and it is expected that 
details will be announced over the coming weeks.

- Mobile operators have launched 4G high speed mobile broadband services following 
ComReg’s multiband spectrum auction. There has also been continued investment by all opera-
tors in enhancing and broadening 3G services and network improvements.

- Fixed wireless operators are continuing to invest in high speed point-to-point wireless 
broadband.

- The broadcaster Sky has entered the broadband market, increasing choice for consum-
ers.

- My Department does not hold any records of the number of residential premises in 
Ireland, nor would it hold an accurate number of those that would have broadband in excess of 
more than 30Mbps now or by end of 2016. I note however that the ComReg quarterly report for 
the period Q3 2013, found that over 35% of the 1.7m broadband subscribers in Ireland are now 
subscribing to services over 30Mbps. 

Under the national mapping exercise that is being undertaken as part of the National Broad-
band Plan information has been sought from all undertakings authorised by ComReg in rela-
tion to current and planned broadband services, both basic and next generation access (NGA). 
Mapping data has been submitted to my Department by a total of 23 operators and the process 
of analysing the data and supporting information is continuing. The mapping data is being as-
sessed on a case-by-case basis, having regard to the EU State Aid Guidelines. Of the estimated 
2.3m premises in Ireland, approximately 1.4m are expected to be served by these commercial 
next generation broadband services over the coming years. 

This accelerated roll out of high speed services by the commercial sector means that the ad-
dressable area required by the State intervention has been reduced by 30% since the National 
Broadband Plan was launched. While the commercial developments are welcome the accelera-
tion of investment is largely contained to cities and towns. The speeds that are available in these 
areas are demonstrably better than those that are available in more rural areas. 

On 25 April, I signalled the Government’s commitment to a major telecommunications net-
work build-out to rural Ireland, with fibre as a cornerstone of its investment under the National 
Broadband Plan. This commitment is a clear expression of Government’s determination to ad-
dress the connectivity challenge in rural Ireland in a meaningful and sustainable way.  Central 
to the strategy will be a fibre build-out to locations in every county in the State identified as 
having no existing or planned enabling fibre network. It is intended that the fibre will be de-



Questions - Written Answers

112

livered directly to access points for homes and businesses, where service providers can utilise 
the fibre to provide high speed services to end users. The fibre build-out will also ensure that 
fibre is deployed to strategic locations on each route such as schools, business hubs and health 
facilities. The fibre build out will be part of an end-to-end strategy that will address all parts of 
Ireland that cannot access commercial high speed broadband services.

I have published a county-by-county list of towns and villages which have already been 
identified for a fibre build-out. This is an indicative list and is subject to the completion of the 
comprehensive mapping process currently underway. Further locations may be identified as 
this process continues. Similarly, it may be determined that some locations on the list will be 
addressed by the commercial sector and will therefore not require State intervention. The list is 
available on my Department’s website www.dcenr.gov.ie. 

In tandem with the fibre build-out, the Strategy will include measures to respond to aggre-
gated community demand for services, and the provision of access services in the most remote 
areas where fibre rollout may be insufficient to stimulate commercial investment or may be 
cost-prohibitive.  Intensive design work is ongoing in the Department with a view to publishing 
an end-to-end implementation strategy later this year, together with the outcome of the mapping 
exercise which will identify the areas that require intervention. A full public consultation will 
take place once the strategy is published and EU State Aids clearance will be required for the 
intervention strategy once finalised. It is expected that the detailed procurement process will 
take place in 2015 with a view to commencing construction of the fibre network and provision 
of services as quickly as possible.

It is my intention to ensure that rural Ireland enjoys similar opportunities to urban areas by 
ensuring an end-to-end market intervention with fibre as a core component. In committing to a 
fibre build-out at the heart of this strategy, the Government is acknowledging that broadband is 
the key infrastructure of the 21st century.

06/05/2014WRA03450Energy Resources

06/05/2014WRA03500131. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if interdepartmental consultations and collaboration has taken place between his 
Department and the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in encouraging and in-
centivising small to medium sized businesses to adopt renewable energy sources, including 
micro-generation options; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19957/14]

06/05/2014WRA03600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Realising the abundant potential of our renewable energy resources provides an important, and 
sustainable, economic opportunity for Ireland, both in terms of developing a secure, indigenous 
energy resource, and creating jobs in the green economy. There is ongoing consultation be-
tween my Department and the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation to ensure policy 
coordination across the closely related areas of renewable energy and energy efficiency, through 
mechanisms such as the Action Plan for Jobs and on policy regarding the “Green Economy” 
and its potential for investment and job creation.

On a day to day basis the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) provides a range 
of business supports to both large industry and SMEs, covering energy management, training 
and advice. Companies wishing to develop renewable energy projects, and improve their en-
ergy efficiency, can avail of grant support for investment in renewable energy installations as a 
component of coordinated energy efficiency programes under the Better Energy Communities 
schemes. The SEAI Renewable Energy Information Office also provides support and informa-
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tion to companies regarding the adoption of renewable energy technologies. 

In addition to the work of the SEAI, there are a number of other supports available to SMEs 
in the renewable and sustainable energy area. Small scale renewable generation is eligible to 
apply for support under the Renewable Energy Feed In Tariff schemes, known as REFIT. 

Tax relief is available on capital investment in microgeneration assets under Section 486B 
of the Tax Consolidation Act (1997) (as amended) and under the Employment and Investment 
Incentive Scheme. An Accelerated Capital Allowance scheme also allows companies to offset 
the cost of investment in qualifying renewable energy generation technologies against their tax 
liabilities in Year 1 rather than over a more prolonged period of years, thus aiding cash flow.

Analysis of the potential of microgeneration technologies such as small scale wind, solar 
and hydro, has been carried out for my Department by the SEAI. The findings of this work are 
informing consideration of whether it would be cost effective to provide a market support spe-
cifically for microgeneration in the context of achieving our EU 2020 target of 16% of our total 
energy demand coming from renewable sources by 2020.

06/05/2014WRA03650Employment Data

06/05/2014WRA03700132. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form the an-
nual year on year figure for the number of workers commuting from the South to work in the 
north of Ireland and the number of workers commuting from the North to work in the south of 
Ireland since 2004-5.  [18382/14]

06/05/2014WRA03800The Taoiseach: The information requested by the Deputy is not available on an annual 
basis.  However, the following table contains the information available from the Census of 
Population for the years 2006 and 2011 regarding the number of workers commuting from the 
Republic of Ireland to work in Northern Ireland.

   Republic of Ireland residents with place of work in Northern Ireland, Census 2006 and 2011

Census Year Number of persons
2011 6,419
2006 5,277

The number of workers commuting from Northern Ireland to the Republic of Ireland is 
based on the Northern Ireland census (carried out every ten years) and the 2011 data has not yet 
been published.

06/05/2014WRB00150Freedom of Information Requests

06/05/2014WRB00200133. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Taoiseach the number of freedom of information 
requests received by his Department between 1 January 2013 and 11 April 2014; the number of 
these requests that relate to the Government’s plan for the standardised packaging of tobacco; 
the number of these requests related to other tobacco policies; the number of these requests 
from tobacco manufacturers or agents on behalf of tobacco manufacturers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19278/14]

06/05/2014WRB00300The Taoiseach: My Department received a total of 127 FOI requests in the period 1 Janu-
ary 2013 to 11 April 2014. Of the 127 requests received, nine relate to matters associated with 
tobacco policy. Of these, seven were from a solicitors firm acting on behalf of tobacco manu-
facturers and relate to the plain packaging of tobacco products. The other two were from other 
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non-industry groups which sought records relating to meetings with the tobacco industry. All 
of these requests were  processed by statutorily designated officials in accordance with the FOI 
Acts and the associated guidelines.

06/05/2014WRB00350Economic Policy

06/05/2014WRB00400134. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Taoiseach the progress made towards im-
plementing the recommendations of the Government policy statement on sectoral economic 
regulation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19280/14]

06/05/2014WRB00500The Taoiseach: The Government Policy Statement on Economic Regulation was published 
by my Department in July 2013. Implementation of sectoral actions and recommendations out-
lined in the Statement are matters for each responsible sectoral Department.  Overall coordina-
tion and oversight of implementation of these actions has commenced and feeds into the Action 
Plan for Jobs 2014 and the Cabinet Committee structure. The first Annual Progress Review 
through the Cabinet Committee on Economic Infrastructure is intended to take place in Q3 
2014.

06/05/2014WRB00550Employment Data

06/05/2014WRB00600135. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Taoiseach the number of persons at work in Coun-
ty Kerry in March 2011, March 2012, March 2013 and March 2014; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18535/14]

06/05/2014WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The exact 
information requested by the Deputy is not available. The Quarterly National Household Sur-
vey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of employment in the State. Estimates of em-
ployment are produced at NUTS 3 Region level. Due to methodology and sample size it is not 
possible to produce reliable county level estimates from the QNHS.  County Kerry is part of the 
South-West  NUTS3 Region. In addition data from the QNHS is only available on a quarterly 
basis and consequently data for the month of March is included in quarter 1 results.

Table 1 shows the number of employed (ILO) persons aged 15 years and over classified by 
the South-West NUTS3 Region for Q1 2011, 2012 and  2013. Data is not yet available for Q1 
2014.

Table 1 - Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO) classified by NUTS3 
region (South-West), Q1 2011-2013 

                                                                        (,000)

NUTS3 Region (South-West) Q1 2011 Q1 2012 Q1 2013

Total employment 264.6 266.6 277.1

     Source: Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland.
     Data may be subject to future revision.
     Reference period: Q1=January-March.

As the Q4 2013 estimate is the most recent QNHS estimate available, table 2 is also pro-
vided for information and shows the number of employed (ILO) persons aged 15 years and over 
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classified by the South-West NUTS3 Region for Q4 2011, 2012 and 2013.

Table 2 - Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO) classified by NUTS3 
region (South-West), Q4 2011-2013 

                                                                             (,000) 

NUTS3 Region (South-West) Q4 2011 Q4 2012 Q4 2013
Total employment 269.1 277.0 280.6

     Source: Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland.
     Data may be subject to future revision.
     Reference period: Q4 = October-December.

06/05/2014WRB00750Construction Sector Strategy

06/05/2014WRB00800136. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Taoiseach his plans to stimulate activity in the 
construction industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18537/14]

06/05/2014WRB00900The Taoiseach: In its Medium Term Economic Strategy, the Government committed to 
continue to develop its work on the construction sector in 2014 and beyond by addressing re-
maining challenges in the sector, such as developing an overall strategic approach to housing 
supply, identifying and implementing further improvements in the planning process to facilitate 
appropriate development, and seeking to improve financing options for development and mort-
gage finance.  In this regard, I expect that a comprehensive strategy statement for the construc-
tion sector, with input from all relevant Departments, will be finalised and published in the near 
future.

06/05/2014WRB00950Employment Data

06/05/2014WRB01000137. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach the number of staff employed in bet-
ting offices here during each of the past five years. [19631/14]

06/05/2014WRB01100Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy would come under NACE Rev 2 sector R92 “Gambling and 
betting activities.” As well as staff employed in betting offices, this sector also includes other 
gambling activities, such as casinos, gambling arcades, online gambling businesses and the sale 
of lottery tickets.

These figures are not available for 2012 or for 2013. Data for 2012 is not yet available as it 
is dependent on the receipt of administrative data which were filed in 2013 but were not fully 
available to the CSO until March 2014, with the Business Demography release due to follow 
in June. The latest CSO Business Demography returns for 2011 were released on 25 July 2013. 
The primary purpose of Business Demography is to provide estimates of numbers of enterprises 
and numbers of persons engaged. The data for Business Demography is based on the CSO 
Central Business Register. The Business Register is a register of all enterprises that are active 
in the State. There is no lower size limit, but for practical reasons, Business Demography data 
is based on enterprises that are registered with the Revenue Commissioners. The first reference 
year covered is 2006.  The numbers of Employees and Persons Engaged in “Gambling and bet-
ting activities  ” from 2006-2011 is in the following table.
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Year Persons Engaged Employees
2006 6,491 6,166
2007 7,073 6,737
2008 7,740 7,429
2009 7,513 7,236
2010 7,342 7,073
2011 7,269 7,007

It should be noted that figures provided are on a “person engaged in employment” basis and 
not on an employee basis. The definitions used are:

1. Persons engaged, includes employees, proprietors and family members.

2. Employees are persons who are paid a fixed wage or salary. Persons at work or temporar-
ily absent because of illness, holidays, strike etc, are included. Persons working on a labour-
only subcontract basis are excluded.

3. Proprietors and family members; included here are those proprietors (partners etc) and 
members of their families who work regularly in the firm and are not paid a definite wage or 
salary.

The Business Demography Press Release of 25 July 2013 is available at http://www.cso.ie/
en/releasesandpublications/er/bd/businessdemography2011/.  The Business in Ireland Release 
of November 2012 is available at http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/docu-
ments/multisectoral/2010/businessinireland2010.pdf.

06/05/2014WRB01150Foreign Conflicts

06/05/2014WRB01200138. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the fact that persons (details supplied), both political 
opposition leaders of the Oromo Federalist Congress in Ethiopia, have been arrested and pros-
ecuted for exercising their legitimate right to freedom of expression by belonging to political 
opposition parties, that both men are currently being denied medical treatment at Ziway prison, 
despite being very ill; if he will support calls for immediate and unrestricted access to a hos-
pital for diagnosis and treatment for both men; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20171/14]

06/05/2014WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Ethiopia has been a priority country for Ireland’s aid programme since 1994.  Through 
the programme, we have made a significant contribution to development and the fight against 
poverty and hunger in Ethiopia. In the past decade, the country has recorded remarkable im-
provements in human development as measured by the UN Human Development Index. This 
progress is an example of the success of international development assistance when delivered 
in partnership with a developing country Government.  It is our strong position that positive 
development results and respect for human rights must go hand in hand, and we are working 
with the Government to build good governance, and the institutions which can protect the rights 
of all citizens, including the most vulnerable. 

The Government monitors the human rights situation in Ethiopia through our Embassy in 
Addis Ababa and in cooperation with our EU partners.  Through the Embassy, I am aware of the 
situation of the individuals referred to by the Deputy, which has also be the subject of a recent 
report from Amnesty International.  The people involved were arrested in 2011 and, following 



6 May 2014

117

a trial, imprisoned in late 2012. I understand that several months ago they were moved from Zi-
way prison south of Addis Ababa, to Kaliti prison on the outskirts of the capital city, reportedly 
after a doctor in Ziway referred the two men for hospital treatment. However, since the transfer, 
the men have apparently been denied access to a hospital. 

Oromia is one of the nine regions in Ethiopia, accounting for approximately 35% of the 
total population of the country.  Officials from my Department have on previous occasions met 
with representatives from the Oromo people in Ireland to discuss the concerns of the Oromo 
people which centre on boundary disputes with the central Government and the displacement 
of Oromo communities.

Our Ambassador in Addis Ababa has raised the situation of the two political opposition 
leaders with the International Committee of the Red Cross, which investigates such cases on 
a confidential basis.  He and other European Union Ambassadors met recently with the Prime 
Minister of Ethiopia and urged him to invite the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and other 
Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, to Ethiopia to examine these and 
other cases.  At the same meeting, the Irish Ambassador encouraged the Prime Minister to sign 
and ratify the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.  The Convention grants diplomats 
rights of access, subject to terms, to their citizens in detention.

We will continue to work in cooperation with our EU partners to raise human rights issues 
with the Ethiopian Government and to improve the situation on the ground through our engage-
ment with Government, NGOs and local communities and through our development assistance 
programme.

06/05/2014WRB01350Consular Services Remit

06/05/2014WRB01400139. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the legal basis and legislative underpinning for the permanent representation of Ireland to the 
European Union in Brussels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20244/14]

06/05/2014WRB01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Pursu-
ant to section 1 of the Ministers and Secretaries Act 1924, as amended, the Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade is assigned responsibility for the administration and business generally 
of public services in connection with communications and transactions with other states, as well 
as the maintaining of diplomatic and consular representation, which includes permanent repre-
sentations such as the Permanent Representation to the European Union. Article 10 of Protocol 
No. 7 to the Treaty on European Union and Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 
on the Privileges and Immunities of the European Union provides that representatives of Mem-
ber States taking part in the work of the institutions of the Union, their advisers and technical 
experts shall, in the performance of their duties and during their travel to and from the place of 
meeting, enjoy the customary privileges, immunities and facilities. Protocol No. 7 forms parts 
of Irish law pursuant to section 2 of the European Communities Act 1972, as amended. Belgium 
gives effect to Protocol No. 7 in its role as host state to EU institutions and the permanent rep-
resentations thereto.

06/05/2014WRB01550Common Foreign and Security Policy

06/05/2014WRB01600140. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will detail Ireland’s engagement with the European Union Satellite Centre based in Madrid 
and Brussels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20245/14]
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06/05/2014WRB01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
EU Satellite Centre (EUSC), which is based in Torrejón de Ardoz, Spain, is an agency of the 
European Union and has been operational since 1 January 2002. Its mission is to strengthen the 
early warning and crisis management monitoring functions of the Common Foreign and Secu-
rity Policy, through the interpretation of satellite imagery. The analysis of satellite imagery is an 
essential tool for humanitarian and crisis management activity and is widely utilised in the con-
text of UN-authorised peace support operations. Each EU Member State is represented on the 
Board of the EUSC. An official from the Permanent Representation of Ireland to the European 
Union attends the Board meetings which are usually held in Brussels. In addition to participa-
tion in the meetings of the EUSC, Ireland uses products which are provided by the Centre in 
the course of planning and conducting the deployments of members of the Permanent Defence 
Force to UN-mandated peacekeeping missions.

06/05/2014WRB01750Foreign Conflicts

06/05/2014WRB01800141. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade in view of the important development in Ukraine and the election due to take place there, 
his plans to send a substantial delegation of skilled and experienced short-term observers to 
monitor this election; the selection criteria used to select appropriate skilled observers; if he will 
list the observers that he plans to send together with short biographical details on each observer 
including details of previous election missions they served on overseas; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20349/14]

06/05/2014WRB01900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Government remains deeply concerned about the ongoing crisis in Ukraine, and in 
particular the increasingly difficult situation in the east of the country.  Together with our EU 
partners, we have emphasised the importance of a negotiated political settlement.

We strongly support the agreement reached in Geneva on 17 April between the EU, Russia, 
Ukraine and the US.  It sets out concrete steps to de-escalate tensions and restore security for all 
citizens.  The EU has made it clear that all parties to the agreement must ensure that its terms are 
fully implemented, including by using their leverage on illegal armed groups to end all violence 
and provocation and hand in their arms.

Presidential elections in Ukraine are scheduled for 25 May 2014 and will be monitored by 
the OSCE.  Ireland has already sent a member of the election observation roster maintained 
by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to participate as a long term observer on the 
OSCE monitoring mission.  As stated in previous replies to Questions on this issue, we have 
also undertaken to put forward a substantial number of short term observers for the mission.  
The OSCE requested nominations for short term observers at the start of April, with a deadline 
of 5 May 2014.  The European External Action Service has also asked EU Member States to 
nominate short term election observers for the OSCE mission.  On this basis all members of 
the election observation roster were invited to express an interest in participating as short term 
observers.  

In line with the commitment already given, we are putting forward a total of eighteen nomi-
nees to participate as short term observers in the OSCE mission.  As with all such missions, 
nominees were selected in line with the OSCE’s requirements for short term observers.  Con-
sideration was also given to the length of time since serving on an election mission, and all 
applicants were asked to confirm their availability for a second round of elections, should it 
prove necessary.  The nominees being put forward to the OSCE are a mix of roster members 
with previous experience in Ukraine, roster members who have observed missions elsewhere, 
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together with a number of new members of the roster, which came into effect last year.  I expect 
that the OSCE will complete the approval process for nominees in the coming days.  At that 
point, I will arrange for the full list of approved observers nominated by Ireland to be provided 
to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRB01950Liquor Licence Applications

06/05/2014WRB02000142. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the costs of 
renewing publicans’ licences in view of the downturn in this sector; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [19982/14]

06/05/2014WRB02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, licenced prem-
ises have a graduated licence duty fee structure based on turnover, with a total of six bands 
ranging from €250 to €3,805. Overall, the licence fee is a very small percentage of the annual 
turnover of the business and, as the amount of the fee is linked to the turnover, it reduces in line 
with reduced business during a downturn.  It should also be noted that 75% of pubs fall within 
the two lowest bands and pay €505 or less per annum.  Licence fees are among the issues con-
sidered annually as part of the Budget and Finance Bill process.

06/05/2014WRB02150Tax Code

06/05/2014WRB02200143. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider reducing the 
rate of deposit interest retention tax from 41% in 2014 on life insurance policies and investment 
funds back to 2012 levels of 30% in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20009/14]

06/05/2014WRB02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will appreciate that it is a 
long standing practice for the Minister for Finance not to comment on measures that may or 
may not be under consideration in the run up to the Budget.

06/05/2014WRC0010006/05/2014WRC00150IBRC Mortgage Loan Book

06/05/2014WRC00200144. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to deal with the 
remaining mortgages that are under the control of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20013/14]

06/05/2014WRC00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, NAMA will not 
now be obliged to purchase unsold IBRC assets at their independent valuation as previously 
envisaged.  The Special Liquidators will now devise and manage a further sales process in 
respect of the unsold residential mortgages in a manner that maximises the return to all remain-
ing creditors of IBRC, including the State.  This process is being finalised however the Special 
Liquidators will be writing in the coming weeks to borrowers with unsold loans to inform them 
of the further sales process in respect of their loans.

06/05/2014WRC00350Financial Services Ombudsman Issues

06/05/2014WRC00400145. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a restriction applies to 
staff at the Financial Services Ombudsman office arbitrating on a case involving a firm in which 
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they were previously employed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20014/14]

06/05/2014WRC00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed that the Financial Ser-
vices Ombudsman’s Bureau considers that the former employment of a member of the Bureau 
by a regulated financial services provider which may be the subject of a complaint before the 
Bureau, does not of itself preclude that member of the Bureau from engaging in a mediation, 
investigation or adjudication involving that financial services provider in the absence of any 
particular circumstances which might materially adversely affect the impartiality of the Bureau 
member vis-à-vis that financial services provider. 

Where such particular circumstances may arise, for example, where the Bureau member 
may be aware of particular facts involving that complaint or may have been privy to informa-
tion particular to that complaint arising from their former employment, such that their impar-
tiality might be compromised, the policy and practice of the Bureau is to ensure that mediation, 
investigation or adjudication is carried out by another member of the Bureau.

I am informed by the Financial Services Ombudsman’s Bureau that, prior to assigning a 
Bureau member to the mediation, investigation or adjudication of any complaint received, the 
Financial Services Ombudsman ensures that no conflict of interest arises on the part of that Bu-
reau member such as would materially adversely affect the impartiality of that Bureau member 
in the mediation, investigation or adjudication of that complaint.  In the event that such a con-
flict arises, the mediation, investigation or adjudication of the relevant complaint is assigned to 
another member of the Bureau where no such conflict arises.

The staff of the Bureau is composed of persons from a broad variety of backgrounds and 
relevant experience including some members with financial industry experience. The Financial 
Services Ombudsman is satisfied that no conflict of interests (real or perceived) affects any of 
the services offered by the Bureau, including mediations, investigations or adjudications. 

06/05/2014WRC00550Mortgage Interest Rates

06/05/2014WRC00600146. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a person who takes out a 
tracker mortgage and subsequently avails of a fixed rate offer from their bank is entitled to re-
turn to the tracker rate once the fixed rate period concludes; the obligations on a bank to advise 
customers availing of a fixed rate offer of the conditions that will apply when the period ends; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20015/14]

06/05/2014WRC00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I must confirm to the Deputy 
that it is not appropriate for me, as Minister for Finance, to comment on or become involved in 
the detailed mortgage position of individual mortgage holders. 

 On the issue more generally, under the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code, a regu-
lated financial institution  must act honestly, fairly and professionally in the best interests of its 
customers and the integrity of the market. Furthermore, the Code requires a regulated financial 
institution to make full disclosure of all relevant material information, including all charges, in 
a way that seeks to inform the customer.  Paragraph 6.9 of the Consumer Protection Code re-
fers specifically to cases where a regulated financial institution offers a personal consumer the 
option to move from a tracker interest rate to an alternative rate on the existing loan. As well 
as the information provision, the paragraph also requires that a specific warning is issued in 
circumstances where a personal consumer will not be allowed to revert to a tracker interest rate 
if that consumer moves to an alternative rate.
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06/05/2014WRC00750VAT Rate Application

06/05/2014WRC00800147. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the cost of allowing parents 
to claim back the value of VAT charged on school ebooks. [20033/14]

06/05/2014WRC00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the amount of VAT collected from the supply of school ebooks is not separately 
identifiable from the supply of other goods or services as businesses are obliged to calculate and 
return VAT by reference to their entire taxable supplies. As such, the Commissioners are unable 
to estimate the cost of such a scheme.

06/05/2014WRC00950Tax Code

06/05/2014WRC01000148. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance if consideration will be given 
to tax reliefs for management company fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20035/14]

06/05/2014WRC01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, Mortgage 
Interest Relief was abolished for new home purchasers in 2013. However, in recogntion of the 
peak in house prices, the relief is still available for first time buyers who took out their first 
mortgage between 2004 and 2008. This relief will continue up to and including the 2017 tax 
year.  In addition, rent relief was abolished in Budget 2011 for new claimants. Existing claim-
ants will see a gradual reduction in the amount of tax relief available with a complete cessation 
of relief in 2017.

In relation to rental property, section 97(2)(d) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 pro-
vides for a deduction in computing taxable rent in respect of the cost of maintenance, repairs, 
insurance and management of the property.  As the Deputy will appreciate, I receive numerous 
requests for the introduction of new tax reliefs and the extension of existing ones. The Deputy 
will also appreciate that I must be mindful of the public finances and the many demands on the 
Exchequer given the significant budgetary constraints.  Tax reliefs, no matter how worthwhile 
in themselves, reduce the tax base and make general reform of the tax system that much more 
difficult.

06/05/2014WRC01150Property Taxation Collection

06/05/2014WRC01200149. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if he will arrange for the 
Revenue Commissioners’ records to be amended regarding a local property tax liability in re-
spect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork.  [20036/14]

06/05/2014WRC01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that a key aspect of the work undertaken in regard to Local Property Tax (LPT) was the 
development of a comprehensive Register of residential properties in the State. The Register 
was populated using data drawn from a range of sources including Revenue’s own databases, 
the Local Government Management Agency database and data from various utility companies. 
The various data sets were cross-checked by Revenue to ensure the accuracy of the information 
in respect of each property being included on the Property Register.

However, given the scale of the project it was inevitable that there would be some errors 
and in a small number of instances properties were either duplicated, or omitted from, the Prop-
erty Register. Revenue clearly indicated this possibility in all of its communications in regard 
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to LPT and stressed that in such circumstances the onus was on the property owners to make 
contact and provide the correct details.

In regard to the specific case to which the Deputy refers, the person in question received 
correspondence on a number of occasions since the commencement of LPT but failed to engage 
with Revenue until now, to advise that the LPT had been previously paid by another family 
member. A duplicate record had been registered on the basis that two versions of the address, 
Terrace and Crescent, were in use for the particular property and the person in question was 
associated with one of the records.  Revenue has now confirmed that the duplicate record has 
been removed from the LPT Register and that the 2013 LPT return has been filed and paid for 
both 2013 and 2014 and that the Household Charge has also been paid in respect of the relevant 
property. 

06/05/2014WRC01350IBRC Loans

06/05/2014WRC01400150. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person who 
secured a mortgage from Irish Nationwide Building Society is not permitted to draw down the 
final portion of the agreed mortgage following the takeover by Irish Bank Resolution Corpora-
tion; if this constitutes a breach of agreement on IBRC’s part; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [20065/14]

06/05/2014WRC01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Special Liquidators 
that they are not in a position to comment on individual cases. The information requested is 
confidential and it would not be appropriate for the Special Liquidators to release such informa-
tion.

06/05/2014WRC01550State Properties

06/05/2014WRC01600151. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of public land avail-
able, by county, that could be used by equine rescues; if there are currently any National Asset 
Management Agency properties, with stables and paddocks, that could be made available for 
use by animal welfare organisations such as horse sanctuaries; if there is a database with this 
information publically available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20071/14]

06/05/2014WRC01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I wish to advise the Deputy that the 
use of public land in this way falls outside the remit of my Department.  However, I am happy 
to provide some guidance with regard to NAMA.  As the Deputy may be aware, NAMA does 
not own properties.  NAMA has acquired loans and its role in relation to properties underlying 
those loans is, like a bank, that of a secured lender.  Other than properties that have been en-
forced, all of which are listed on NAMA’s website and are managed by the appointed receivers/
administrators, properties continue to be managed by their existing owners.  Therefore, indi-
viduals or groups interested in buying or leasing properties for uses such as horse sanctuaries 
should, in the first place, identify suitable properties in the areas in which they live. They should 
then contact the owner or, in the case of enforcement, the appointed receiver/administrator.

NAMA, like other lenders, is precluded from disclosing details relating to its debtors and 
their properties but a full listing of NAMA-related properties subject to enforcement is avail-
able on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie.  This listing includes contact details for the appoint-
ed receiver/administrator.  If a Deputy has a query about a specific NAMA property, they can 
contact NAMA on oir@nama.ie. This email has been set up to specifically dealing with queries 
from Members of the Oireachtas on NAMA and is actively monitored.
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06/05/2014WRC01750IBRC Loans

06/05/2014WRC01800152. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
maple ten loans to the former Anglo Irish Bank; if any of these loans were repaid, partially or in 
full; and if not, if he will direct the special liquidators at the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation 
to ensure these loans are pursued.  [20120/14]

06/05/2014WRC01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Special Liquidators 
that they are not in a position to comment on individual cases. I am further advised that the in-
formation requested is confidential and it would not be appropriate for the Special Liquidators 
to release such information. However, the Special Liquidators are taking appropriate action 
having given full condiseration to their duties as Special Liquidators and in particular the maxi-
mising of commercial return for the creditors.

06/05/2014WRC01950IBRC Liquidation

06/05/2014WRC02000153. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 54 of 17 April 2014, if there have been other incidents in which he has been consulted 
in deciding not to pursue legal proceedings against any persons-bodies by the former board of 
the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation or by the current special liquidators; and if so, if he will 
set out the specifics of such occasions including the names of the persons-bodies involved and 
the dates of the decisions. [20121/14]

06/05/2014WRC02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Under the terms of the Relationship 
Framework in place between IBRC and the Department the bank was obliged to consult with 
me and keep me informed in relation to all material litigation in the bank. Details in relation 
to these frameworks can be found on the Department website at http://banking.finance.gov.ie/
presentations-and-latest-documents/.

 I can confirm that I was consulted on a number of legal cases as per the Relationship Frame-
work in place with the bank. I am not in a position to provide any details in relation to individual 
cases as it would be inappropriate to comment on proceedings that are before the courts.  I can 
confirm that I have not been consulted by the former board of Irish Bank Resolution Corpora-
tion or by the Special Liquidators as to the discontinuance of proceedings against any of the 
former directors of INBS (with the exception of Dr Cornelius Power, as dealt with in my reply 
to Parliamentary Question No. 54 of 17 April 2014).

06/05/2014WRC02150NAMA Operations

06/05/2014WRC02200154. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the National Asset Manage-
ment Agency is aware of other trusts that were set up by developers in its remit before entering 
agreements with the agency; and if NAMA is currently pressing other developers to unwind 
trusts of their assets. [20122/14]

06/05/2014WRC02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that NAMA is aware of 
trusts set up by debtors through its valuation and business review processes and through its as-
set searches, which are designed to verify debtors’ asset statements.

As part of the NAMA business plan process, sworn statements of affairs were required from 
debtors. These statements were intended to provide a comprehensive account of a debtor’s fi-
nancial affairs, including details of various trust arrangements in place, details of any unencum-
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bered assets which might be available to support repayment capacity and details of any recent 
transfers of assets to relatives and associates.  In completing the statements of affairs, debtors 
were reminded that the provision of false or inaccurate information to NAMA is a criminal 
offence under Section 7 of the Act.  Where NAMA has become aware of a possible failure of 
debtors to fully disclose their assets and liabilities in their statement of affairs, it has referred 
this to the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation.  NAMA has also initiated cases in the Irish 
and English High Courts and in the US and Canadian Courts for the reversal of asset transfers, 
including residential property, shares and other assets.  

To ensure that debtors repay their debt to the fullest extent possible, NAMA requires that 
they provide security over unencumbered assets not previously pledged as loan security, includ-
ing assets held in trusts, and that they arrange for the reversal of recent transfers to relatives 
and others, where applicable.  In this way, NAMA has to date obtained charges over additional 
security with an aggregate value of approximately €800m. NAMA’s policy is to ensure, by 
means of negotiation and through the courts system, that debtors apply all their available assets 
to repayment of their debt to taxpayers.

06/05/2014WRD0005006/05/2014WRD00075Insurance Industry

06/05/2014WRD00100155. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Finance if he is monitoring the situation 
regarding the collapse of Setanta Insurance which is affecting over 75,000 Irish citizens, some 
of whom have been left without cover or reimbursement for premiums paid and others who 
have been left uncovered during claim proceedings; if his Department has plans or authority to 
intervene in the situation in view of the fact that the European Commission is to investigate the 
closure and indeed the EU legislation which allowed it to sell insurance here; if he has sought 
clarification from the Financial Regulator here regarding this foreign regulation; if he will be 
sending a representative from his Department to represent Irish interests at the meeting of credi-
tors being held in Malta next week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20123/14]

06/05/2014WRD00200159. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding policy-
holders at Setanta Insurance; the position of the State in respect of same; if those policyholders 
with active claims will be compensated via a State fund; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20156/14]

06/05/2014WRD00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 155 
and 159 together.

Under EU law which governs non-life insurance, an insurer is required to inform the regula-
tor in its home Member State (its home regulator) that it intends to pursue business in another 
Member State.  The home regulator must then provide the host regulator with a certificate at-
testing that the insurer covers the EU Solvency Capital Requirement, as well as the nature of 
the business which the insurer intends to undertake.  The insurer may start to pursue business 
from the date that the certificate is communicated to the host regulator, in this case the Central 
Bank of Ireland.

Setanta Insurance Company Limited (“Setanta”) is a Maltese incorporated company which 
was both authorised and prudentially supervised by the Malta Financial Services Authority 
(MFSA).  While its financial position is not supervised by the Central Bank of Ireland as the 
Central Bank has no role in that regard, the firm is supervised by the Central Bank for conduct 
of business rules, i.e. consumer protection obligations.  The Central Bank is in ongoing contact 
with the Malta Financial Services Authority in relation to Setanta Insurance Company Lim-
ited, the impact on policyholders and the provision for relevant and appropriate information, 
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particularly in relation to claims.

Setanta was regulated at EU regulatory level in accordance with a directive known as Sol-
vency I which currently places requirements on the amount of regulatory capital European 
insurance companies must hold against unforeseen events.  I understand that Setanta met its EU 
regulatory obligations and under EU law is therefore entitled to trade across EU borders.  Fol-
lowing negotiations that were completed at European level in November, 2013, a new regime 
known as Solvency II will commence on 1 January 2016, which will further strengthen the EU 
regulatory framework.  The Solvency II EU Directive sets out new, stronger EU-wide require-
ments on capital adequacy and risk management for insurers with the key aim of increasing 
policyholder protection.  The new regime will also ensure greater cooperation between supervi-
sors.

My Department and the Central Bank will be reviewing the circumstances relating to Se-
tanta and will be reporting to me on what lessons can be learnt and how the framework can be 
strengthened.  The European Commission have indicated that it will review whether any issues 
raised relating to the regulatory framework require action.  On 16 April, 2014, Setanta deter-
mined that the company was insolvent.  This means that Setanta does not have sufficient funds 
to be able to honour its full obligations towards claimants, policyholders and other creditors.  
Setanta was formally placed into liquidation by the MFSA following a meeting of the creditors 
which took place on 30 April, 2014 where a liquidator, Mr. Paul Mercieca, was appointed.  The 
meeting was attended by a representative from the MFSA, who advised the Central Bank of 
Ireland on developments.

While the position on each policy is for the liquidator to decide in due course, policyholders 
will be given cancellation notification during which period cover will remain in force.  While 
policies will remain valid until the required notice period has been served, it is important to be 
clear that the amounts due under any claims may not be fully recoverable in all circumstances.  
The Central Bank has written to over 230 brokers and firms who were offering policies from Se-
tanta Insurance to consumers to require them to immediately contact any Setanta policyholder 
and inform them of the urgency to make alternative motor insurance arrangements.

Claims on personal insurance policies will be payable from the Insurance Compensation 
Fund (ICF).  Claimants will be eligible for 65% of the amount due or €825,000, whichever is 
the lesser.  Under Section 3.6 of the Insurance Amendment Act 1964 (as amended) first party 
claims by a body corporate or unincorporated body are not covered by the ICF.

The Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland (“MIBI”) is a non-profit-making organisation which 
was established by Agreement between the Government and those companies underwriting 
motor insurance in Ireland.  The principal role of MIBI is to compensate innocent victims of 
accidents caused by uninsured and unidentified vehicles.  If, for legal reasons, MIBI is not in a 
position to accept a claim, these third party claims will be eligible to proceed for consideration 
by the High Court for compensation from the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF).  The ICF is 
subject to the limit of 65% of the amount due or €825,000, whichever is the less.  The refund of 
premiums for commercial and personal insurance policies is not covered by the ICF or MIBI.  A 
portion of the premium refunds may, however, be available upon completion of the Setanta liq-
uidation.  Until otherwise advised those policyholders which have been affected by the collapse 
should continue to contact to Setanta Insurance Services Limited at 0818 255 255 (if calling 
from outside Ireland +353 1 897 6300 or on support@setantainsurance.com.

06/05/2014WRD00350Central Bank of Ireland
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06/05/2014WRD00400156. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 77 of 17 April 2014, if the possible breach of the market abuse directive regula-
tions, which has been referred to by a panel of assessors, includes the possible commission of 
a relevant offence under the Criminal Justice Act 2011; if he will confirm the total number of 
administrative sanctions procedure cases that the Central Bank of Ireland has conducted since 5 
August 2011 which have resulted in a person employed by the Central Bank of Ireland having 
information which he or she knows or believes might be of material assistance in preventing the 
commission by any other person of a relevant offence under the Criminal Justice Act 2011 or 
securing the apprehension, prosecution or conviction of any other person for a relevant offence 
under the Criminal Justice Act 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20152/14]

06/05/2014WRD00500157. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 77 of 17 April 2014, if the Central Bank of Ireland has conducted any internal 
review after the commencement of section 19 of the Criminal Justice Act 2011 into all admin-
istrative sanctions procedure cases prior to that date to determine whether any person currently 
employed by the Central Bank of Ireland had information which he or she knows or believes 
might be of material assistance in preventing the commission by any other person of a relevant 
offence under the Criminal Justice Act 2011 or securing the apprehension, prosecution or con-
viction of any other person for a relevant offence under the Criminal Justice Act 2011; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20153/14]

06/05/2014WRD00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 156 
and 157 together.

I am informed by the Central Bank that the possible breach of the Market Abuse Directive 
Regulations, 2005 has been referred to a panel of Assessors under Regulation 35 of the Market 
Abuse Regulations, to conduct an assessment as to whether or not a breach has occurred and, if 
so, what sanction, if any, the assessors consider appropriate.  In the circumstances it would not 
be appropriate for me to comment publicly on the substance of a matter that is currently before 
the panel of Assessors.

Section 33AK of the Central Bank Act 1942, requires that the Central Bank report to the ap-
propriate specified bodies, including An Garda Síochána, any information that leads the Central 
Bank to suspect that a criminal offence may have been committed by an entity supervised by the 
Central Bank.  The Central Bank meets its obligations in this regard and regularly submits such 
reports to An Garda Síochána, including prior to the commencement of section 19 of the Crimi-
nal Justice Act 2011.  Accordingly the question of a review of cases prior to the commencement 
of the Criminal Justice Act 2011 does not arise.

Since 5 August 2011 there have been forty two Administrative Sanctions Procedure settle-
ments with the Central Bank.  In those cases where suspicions of a criminal offence also arose, 
the Central Bank reported the matter to the appropriate specified body, including An Garda 
Síochána, as required under s33AK of the 1942 Act.

06/05/2014WRD00650Central Bank of Ireland Investigations

06/05/2014WRD00700158. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance the total number of com-
plaints employees of the Central Bank of Ireland have made to the Garda regarding information 
they have obtained during their course of employment where they suspect a crime may have 
been committed since 2010 to date; the number of those complaints which related to, or resulted 
in, subsequent prosecutions being pursued by the DPP; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20154/14]



6 May 2014

127

06/05/2014WRD00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am not privy to complaints made 
by employees of the Central Bank to the Garda Síochána.  Furthermore I have no responsibility 
in any subsequent follow-up to any such complaints.  In this regard, the DPP is entirely inde-
pendent in carrying out her functions.

  Question No. 159 answered with Question No. 155.

06/05/2014WRD00950Property Taxation Collection

06/05/2014WRD01000160. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commissioners 
are erroneously seeking to collect household charge arrears in respect of a person and property 
(details supplied) in County Galway. [20161/14]

06/05/2014WRD01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that with effect from 1 July 2013, Section 156 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) converted Household Charge (HHC) to LPT and made Revenue responsible 
for the collection of any arrears.  Any outstanding HHC liability was increased to €200 and was 
included as part of the LPT liability for the property.  Revenue received the Household Charge 
register from the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA) and cross-referenced that 
register with the LPT register to identify a list of properties for which the Household Charge is 
still outstanding.

Revenue has indicated that the HHC arrears list is not fully accurate as the LGMA Register 
captured the name of the person who physically paid the charge rather than the property owner.   
In the specific circumstances of the individual mentioned by the Deputy, the person is the des-
ignated liable owner of the property in question, in accordance with the LPT1 Return for 2013, 
and consequently he is regarded as liable for any arrears of the HHC. There is no record of 
payment for HHC for this property.  His contact address, for all Revenue matters, is the address 
of the property.  He has submitted a query, with regard to the HHC arrears, through the online 
service and an email address has been provided.  Contact will be made with the individual, by 
the LPT team, via the email address with a view to establishing his circumstances and updating 
his Revenue records, including the LPT Register records.

06/05/2014WRD01150Revenue Documents Issuance

06/05/2014WRD01200161. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will be issued with their stamp certificate to the original deed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20167/14]

06/05/2014WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the stamp certificate issued by post on 12 December 2013 to the solicitor of the per-
son in question.  Should the person in question require further clarification he may contact Mr. 
Michael O’Hanlon, Dublin Stamping District, Dublin Castle, Dublin 2, telephone 01 8589393.

06/05/2014WRD01350Pensions Levy Issues

06/05/2014WRD01400162. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if any pension levy or other 
charge will be imposed on private sector pension funds after 2015; if the 0.5% levy planned for 
2015 will be kept at that level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20174/14]
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06/05/2014WRD01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I announced in my Budget 2014 speech 
that the 0.6% Pension Fund Levy introduced to fund the Jobs Initiative in 2011 will be abol-
ished from 31 December 2014.  I introduced an additional levy at 0.15% which, as I also stated 
in the Budget speech, would apply within the existing legal framework to pension fund assets in 
2014 and 2015.  This was done to, among other things, continue to help fund the Jobs Initiative.  
I have no plans to make any further changes in this regard.

06/05/2014WRD01550Property Taxation Assessments

06/05/2014WRD01600163. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a reas-
sessment rate of property tax in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. 
[20181/14]

06/05/2014WRD01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that as Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-assessed tax it was a matter for the property 
owner to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the market value of the prop-
erty on 1 May 2013.  In order to avoid incurring interest or penalty charges, individuals were 
required by 2 April 2014, to have filed an LPT 1 return in respect of their property, paid their 
2013 liability and put payment arrangements in place in respect of their 2014 liability.

With regard to the circumstances of the individual referred to by the Deputy, I am advised 
by the Revenue Commissioners that, contrary to the details supplied by the Deputy, no LPT 
return had been filed and no valuation submitted.  A payment of €50 was, however, received in 
respect of the property with regard to LPT for 2013 and no payment arrangements were put in 
place in respect of 2014.

I can now confirm that an official from the LPT Branch has been in contact with the indi-
vidual and as a result an LPT Return has been filed.  I am further advised that monies already 
paid have discharged the 2013 liability in full, as the individual concerned valued the property 
in the band 1 category.  The remaining balance will now be offset against the 2014 liability and 
the individual concerned has arranged to pay the 2014 balance by service provider.

06/05/2014WRD01750Property Taxation Collection

06/05/2014WRD01800164. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding alleged ar-
rears of the household charge in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20228/14]

06/05/2014WRD01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that with effect from 1 July 2013, Section 156 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) converted Household Charge (HHC) to LPT and made Revenue responsible 
for the collection of any arrears.  Any outstanding HHC liability was increased to €200 and was 
included as part of the LPT liability for the property.

Revenue received the Household Charge register from the Local Government Management 
Agency (LGMA) and cross-referenced that register with the LPT register to identify a list of 
properties for which the Household Charge is still outstanding.  Revenue clearly indicated that 
the HHC arrears list is not 100% accurate in all of its communications in regard to LPT/HHC, 
and stressed that in such circumstances the onus was on the property owners to make contact 
and provide the correct details.
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In circumstances where a person believes that the amount is not due because either the HHC 
was paid to the LGMA, or the property was not liable to, or exempt from the HHC, a person can 
update their ‘Household Charge Arrears Record’ online at www.revenue.ie, using their Property 
ID and PIN or through the LPT Helpline at 1890 200 255.  In the specific circumstances of the 
individual mentioned by the Deputy and following contact by a member of the LPT Branch 
with the person concerned, the LPT/HHC record has been updated to reflect the fact that the 
property in question was not liable to the HHC and therefore the liability has been removed 
from the record.

06/05/2014WRD01950Revenue Commissioners Resources

06/05/2014WRD02000165. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase the number 
of dogs in the Revenue Commissioners’ dog unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20233/14]

06/05/2014WRD02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that that they currently have 14 detector dog teams, each consisting of a detector dog 
and its handler, at their disposal.  These teams are deployed at strategic locations throughout 
the country and are used in the detection of drugs, tobacco and cash.  While the teams operate 
primarily in their regions of assignment, they are also available for deployment elsewhere, as 
required.  Revenue also ensures that the teams maintain a high visibility at the ports, airports, 
postal depots and freight forwarders’ premises in which they routinely operate.  In addition, the 
teams assist in operations carried out by An Garda Síochána, where requested to do so.

The experience of the Revenue Commissioners is that detector dogs play an important part 
in detecting illicit drugs and tobacco and the illegal movement of cash.  The number of teams 
was increased significantly in recent years.  Arrangements are currently in train for the replace-
ment of one detector dog that was taken out of service last year, and for the acquisition of two 
further dogs.  This will bring the number of detector dog teams to 17, and the Revenue Com-
missioners consider that that complement will provide the requisite support for their work in 
detecting and seizing illegal drugs and tobacco products and cash.  The position will, however, 
be kept under review on an ongoing basis, in light of emerging circumstances and requirements.

06/05/2014WRE00150House Purchase Schemes

06/05/2014WRE00200166. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the options available to per-
sons on low income to purchase a home (details supplied). [20254/14]

06/05/2014WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy can appreciate, it is not 
the Minister’s role to comment on individual cases.  It is a commercial decision for a credit 
institution to determine the suitability of a borrower. Mortgage lending decisions must be un-
dertaken on a sustainable and prudential basis by financial institutions and conform fully to the 
regulatory requirements, both in relation to the financial institution itself, and also with regard 
to the safeguarding of the borrower’s interests.  My colleague, the Minister for Environment, 
Community and Local Government, may be able to provide information in relation to any mort-
gage schemes that are provided by the Local Authority in which the individuals reside.

06/05/2014WRE00350Tax Code
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06/05/2014WRE00400167. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 254 of 25 March 2014, if progress has been made regarding the forced transfer 
of single farm payment entitlements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20261/14]

06/05/2014WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Officials in my Department have been 
considering, with officials from the Department Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the tax im-
plications for certain farmers arising from changes in the new EU Common Agriculture Policy 
and the scope for mitigating the tax effects. I have also been in contact with the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine in these matters. 

There are potential tax implications arising from the disposal of single farm payment entitle-
ments, mainly capital gains tax (CGT) and VAT. I have no discretion under EU law to provide 
for a VAT exemption on the disposal of the payment entitlement assets. Having considered the 
matter, however, I was prepared to provide for an exemption from CGT on any chargeable gains 
arising from the disposal by the owners of payment entitlements under the Single Payment 
Scheme where all of those entitlements were leased out in 2013 and where the owners, because 
of the change in CAP regulations, were advised by the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine, to transfer their entitlements to an “active” farmer by 15 May 2014. I made an an-
nouncement to this effect last week.

I propose to include appropriate provisions to give effect to the CGT exemption in Finance 
Bill 2014 which will be published shortly after Budget 2015 in the Autumn. While the CGT due 
on any chargeable gains arising from the disposal of farm payment entitlements made by 15 
May would have to be paid in the normal course by 15 December 2014, the Revenue Commis-
sioners have indicated that they will not require such payments to be made pending the passing 
of the Finance Bill and the coming into law of the relevant CGT amendments to be included in 
that Bill.

06/05/2014WRE00550Household Charge Collection

06/05/2014WRE00600168. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide de-
tails on the level of consultation that has taken place between the Revenue Commissioners and 
the Local Government Management Agency to ensure that sufficient information regarding 
householders who paid and did not pay the household charge in 2012 is now with the Revenue 
Commissioners. [20287/14]

06/05/2014WRE00700169. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the number of house-
holders now being pursued for arrears because they failed to pay the household charge in 2012. 
[20288/14]

06/05/2014WRE00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 
and 169 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they have been in constant communi-
cations with the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA) since Local Property Tax 
(LPT) was first announced by the Government in 2012.  The LGMA was also represented on the 
inter-Departmental Group, chaired by Revenue, which was established following the Govern-
ment decision.  

The LPT register was developed using data drawn from a range of sources and this included 
the Household Charge database which they received from the LGMA in 2012. The Commis-
sioners have confirmed that they received additional files from the LGMA in 2013 to assist 
in identifying further properties that had paid the charge or, in respect of which a waiver or 



6 May 2014

131

exemption from the charge had been granted. I am also advised that since then there has been 
extensive on-going engagement with the LGMA to ensure all the relevant Household Charge 
data held by them has been forwarded to the Commissioners.

- A comprehensive data matching exercise was undertaken by Revenue which identified 
a database of some 400,000 properties for which the Household Charge (HHC) was outstand-
ing. Work on the database is continuing according as property owners contact Revenue.  It is 
accepted that the database may not be 100% accurate for a number of reasons, including:

- The LGMA Register captured the name of the person who paid the HHC rather than the 
owner of the property, therefore, for example, where a son or daughter paid the HHC on behalf 
of a parent and particularly where the address of the property was a ‘non-unique’ rural address, 
Revenue may not have been able to match the HHC payment to the right property.

- The legislative basis for both the HHC and LPT are different. Some properties that are 
liable for LPT were exempt from the HHC and, unlike LPT, property owners were not actually 
required to make a claim for exemption from HHC.  For that reason, Revenue could not identify 
every property that was exempt from HHC through the cross-referencing process.

In all its communications with property owners during the current compliance campaign, 
the Revenue Commissioners have highlighted that these inconsistencies exist and have outlined 
the action that owners need to take if the HHC is not due.  The Commissioners have confirmed 
that as part of their Household Charge compliance campaign they are currently writing to some 
227,000 property owners who, according to their records, have not paid the €200 arrears in 
respect of about 273,800 properties.  The letter advises property owners to log in to the LPT/
Household Charge arrears online system on the Revenue website and make arrangements to pay 
the €200 arrears, or update their Household Charge arrears record to confirm they have paid the 
charge or are exempt, or entitled to a waiver, from the charge. Owners who require assistance 
or who are not the liable person for the Household Charge are being advised to contact the LPT 
helpline on 1890 200 255.

Where a liable person ignores the letter, payment of the LPT/Household Charge arrears will 
be pursued, where necessary, using the range of collection/enforcement powers at Revenue’s 
disposal which includes mandatory deduction at source from salary, various occupational pen-
sions or from certain Government payments.  I am also informed that since taking on respon-
sibility for Household Charge arrears in July 2013, about €7.6m has been collected by the 
Revenue Commissioners.

06/05/2014WRE00850Film Industry Tax Reliefs

06/05/2014WRE00900170. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if there are any proposed changes 
to section 481 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 regarding tax relief for film making; if con-
sideration is being given to extending the tax relief available to the creative arts industries such 
as animation and game production in view of the introduction of such a relief in the UK; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20308/14]

06/05/2014WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Film Relief tax credit is undergoing 
significant changes, as outlined in Budget 2013 and enacted in Finance Act 2013.  Under the 
new scheme, film relief will be given a new focus. The delivery mechanism of the incentive 
will change. It will not be available to investors in qualifying films. Instead a payable tax credit 
amounting to 32% of the lowest of:

 - the eligible expenditure amount;
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 - 80% of the total cost of production of the film; and

 - €50,000,000,

will be paid directly to a Producer Company who produces a qualifying film. The tax credit 
will reduce the corporation tax of the producer company for the qualifying period. Where the 
tax credit exceeds the tax due for the qualifying period (as reduced by the tax paid), the tax 
credit will be a payable credit and will be paid directly to the producer company.  The criteria 
in relation to eligible expenditure will remain unchanged.

The Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners are in regular discussions with 
the Irish Film Board and the film industry. The priorities and challenges of the games industry 
are different from those in other audiovisual sectors. The Department regularly reviews all tax 
expenditures in light of changing needs and international developments.

06/05/2014WRE01050VAT Exemptions

06/05/2014WRE01100171. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if, in the context of the growth of 
e-readers and e-books and in the benefits of encouraging, from an education and literacy per-
spective, reading, if consideration will be given to reviewing the charging of VAT on e-books; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20309/14]

06/05/2014WRE01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services 
is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply. In this 
regard, all digitised publications, including e-books are treated as the supply of a service liable 
at the standard rate of VAT, which in Ireland is 23%. While Ireland applies a zero VAT rate to 
printed books including atlases, children’s picture, drawing and colouring books and books of 
music, by virtue of a derogation under the VAT Directive for such exceptional treatment, there 
is no option under EU VAT Law to either exempt e-books from VAT or to apply the zero VAT 
rate or a reduced VAT rate to such products.

The different VAT treatment of printed books and e-books reflects the nature of these prod-
ucts, the latter being a richer product often providing content beyond simple text to include 
embedded digital music, software, film and internet links. While it is possible to reduce the 
standard rate on e-books to below 23%, such a reduction would, under EU VAT Law, have to 
apply to all goods and services at the standard VAT rate, which would be excessively costly to 
the Exchequer.

06/05/2014WRE01250VAT Rate Application

06/05/2014WRE01300172. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to 
the recent decision by the Revenue Commissioners to implement a full 23% VAT rate for herbal 
teas such as peppermint while a zero VAT rate continues to apply on black, white and green 
teas; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this decision is threatening the viability of 
indigenous companies, for example, one based in Galway, in terms of competing with UK-
based companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20317/14]

06/05/2014WRE01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the zero rate of VAT applies to tea, which is understood to mean products in 
non-drinkable form which consist of the dried crushed leaves of the tea plant, but not products 
such as herbal and fruit based infusions, which are not derived from leaves of the tea plant.  In-
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dustry representatives raised this matter recently with my Department and with Revenue and I 
understand that the industry will make a submission on the matter in the near future.  I am also 
advised that Irish suppliers are not at a competitive disadvantage to suppliers from the UK as 
Irish VAT applies to all supplies in the State irrespective of their country of origin.

06/05/2014WRE01450IBRC Bond Issues

06/05/2014WRE01500173. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown 
on a county basis of housing developments and homes relating to bonds from the former Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that funds under bonds 
are not currently being released to rectify deficiencies or carry out remediation works and are 
ultimately preventing local authorities from addressing problems in such development; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20318/14]

06/05/2014WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware of the problems facing local 
authorities and in particular in relation to unfinished housing estates as a result of developers 
not complying with the terms of their planning permissions. I am advised that development 
bonds previously entered into by IBRC in favour of the various County Councils or local au-
thorities remain in place however it is likely that any liabilities arising under these arrange-
ments, if called upon, will rank as unsecured claims in the special liquidation. 

I am advised that the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government 
are currently working with the relevant local authorities to ascertain the actual level of exposure 
that exists in relation to the development bonds previously entered into by IBRC in favour of 
the various County Councils or local authorities. Once that exposure is quantified the local au-
thorities will submit a claim to the Special Liquidators in respect of the bonds. This information 
will be provided directly to the Special Liquidators in order to allow them to register that claim 
on the liquidation of IBRC.

06/05/2014WRE01650Insurance Compensation Fund

06/05/2014WRE01700174. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of money in the 
insurance compensation fund; if he will quantify the amount paid into this scheme from all in-
surance policies over the past ten years. [20354/14]

06/05/2014WRE01800175. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the moneys that have been 
paid out from the insurance compensation fund over the past ten years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20355/14]

06/05/2014WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 174 
and 175 together.

The Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF) is funded through levy of 2% being applied to 
home, motor and commercial insurance.  The levy operates under the Insurance Act 1964 and 
came into effect from 1 January 2012, following the appointment of administrators to Quinn 
Insurance Ltd (QIL) by the High Court.  Under Section 6 of the Insurance Act 1964 the respon-
sibility for deciding whether the ICF has sufficient funds available to it at any particular time 
is a matter for the Central Bank of Ireland (CBI). Where, in the opinion of the CBI, the state 
of the ICF is such that financial support should be provided for it, it determines an appropriate 
contribution to be paid to it by each insurer calculated as a percentage, not exceeding 2% of the 
aggregate of the gross premiums paid to that insurer in respect of policies issued in respect of 
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risks in the State. 

Funds from the levy are collected from insurers by the Revenue Commissioners and these 
funds are transferred on a monthly basis to the ICF. The total amount transferred to the ICF is 
as follows:

 Year Total received 
2012 €45,565,922.16
2013 €65,697,953.38
2014 (up to 1st May 2014) €15,099,263.28
Total €126,363,138.82

     The above total has been collected by the Revenue Commissioners from the ICF levy. 
€60,950.37 has been deducted to cover the set up costs and annual administration costs of col-
lecting the levy.

The ICF levy was previously introduced on 1 January 1984 following the collapse of PMPA 
in October of the preceding year. The 2% levy was paid by all non-life insurers at this rate until 
31 December 1991 and a reduced levy of 1% applied for the period 1 January 1992 to 31 De-
cember 1992, when it was discontinued as sufficient moneys had been collected to successfully 
complete the administration of the former PMPA.  In the last ten years €1,118m has been paid 
out of the fund broken down per year as follows:

 Year Total advanced from the ICF
2004-2010 0
2011 €320m
2012 €488m
2013 €310m
Total €1,118m

     The balance between the amount paid out of the ICF and that paid into the fund from 
insurance policies is made up of existing cash in ICF, receipts following the completion of the 
Icarom and Primor administrations and advances from the Exchequer.

06/05/2014WRE01950Schools Building Projects Status

06/05/2014WRE02000176. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding the new school building project at a school (details supplied) in County Tipper-
ary; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that old school roof has been extensively dam-
aged and is leaking; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20005/14]

06/05/2014WRE02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Major School Building 
Project referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning. 
The Stage 2b Submission (Detailed Design) has been received in my Department and is cur-
rently under review.The Design Team have been requested to submit additional information 
which on receipt will be reviewed and  subject to no other issues arising, officials from my 
Department will contact the Board of Management with regard to the potential, at that time, 
for further progression of the project.  Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital 
budget imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of addi-
tional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible 
to include this project in the 5 year construction programme announced in March 2012.  School 
building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have been initiated but 
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not included in the current five year construction programme will continue to be progressed 
to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the 
Department in the future.  In the interim, with regard to the school roof, I can confirm to the 
Deputy that this school is among 772 primary and post primary schools across the country who 
will be receiving funding under the 2014 Summer Works Scheme. The school in question has 
received notification to this effect from my Department.

06/05/2014WRF00150School Transport Administration

06/05/2014WRF00200177. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has read the FGS 
report. [20077/14]

06/05/2014WRF00300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I have not read the FGS report. I have been briefed on its contents.

06/05/2014WRF00350School Transport Administration

06/05/2014WRF00400178. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if cost recovery basis 
is the method used in the administration of school transport. [20078/14]

06/05/2014WRF00500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The method used in the administration of the school transport scheme is as set out in the 1975 
Summary of Accounting Arrangements. I am arranging to have a copy made available to the 
Deputy.

The following information was provided under Standing Order 40A

The clearest description of the method of payment to Bus Éireann is as set out in the 1975 
Summary of Accounting Arrangements.  I consider this can reasonably be described as cost 
recovery.  

As indicated in my reply, a copy of the 1975 Summary of Accounting Arrangements has 
been forwarded to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRF00550State Bodies Expenditure

06/05/2014WRF00600179. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Caranua has 
a contract with a company (details supplied); if he signed off on this; the value of this contract; 
if Caranua have ever procured services from this body; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20084/14]

06/05/2014WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from Caranua 
that it retained Athena Media following a process of tendering and approval by the Board to 
provide communications advice and to develop and implement a communications strategy for 
the organisation, particularly in relation to public awareness raising about the application pro-
cess, including distribution of posters and leaflets, development of material for media release 
to local and national Irish, British and international print and broadcast media, management of 
media contacts and arrangement of interviews and content for its website.  I am advised that 
the total payment to Athena between October 2013 and March 2014 was €15,375.00 inclusive 
of VAT.
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As I explained to the Deputy in my reply to a Parliamentary Question from him on 4 March 
2014, my Department is currently considering the approval of a number of consultancies and 
contracts by Caranua pursuant to section 7(7) of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund 
Act, 2012 and the details will be forwarded to the Deputy once my Department has finalised its 
consideration of the matter.

06/05/2014WRF00750Schools Building Projects Administration

06/05/2014WRF00800180. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide a 
list of the criteria for inclusion in his Department’s building construction programme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20089/14]

06/05/2014WRF00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Five Year Construction Plan, that I announced in March 2012, lists the individual school 
projects that are planned to proceed to construction over the duration of the Plan. The Plan 
priorities new school building projects as well as major extensions in areas where significant 
demographic need has been established so that our school system is in a position to cater for 
increasing pupil numbers. The Deputy will also be aware that due to additional funding made 
available for the schools’ building programme as part of the Government’s “Investing in Infra-
structure and Jobs” package announced in June 2013, school projects that were not contained in 
the 5 Year Plan but have completed extensive architectural planning are now being progressed 
to tender and construction.

In addition to the Five Year Construction Plan, the Department is committed to publishing 
a detailed annual programme in relation to planned expenditure on individual major school 
projects commencing construction. The first of these, which related to 2012 expenditure, was 
published in December 2011. The second, relating to 2013 expenditure, was published in De-
cember 2012 and the third, relating to 2014 expenditure was published in November 2013.  The 
5 Year Plan, together with the annual programmes may be viewed on my Department’s website 
www.education.ie.

06/05/2014WRF00950Traveller Community

06/05/2014WRF01000181. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to provide funding to schools to enable them to participate in the yellow flag programme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20096/14]

06/05/2014WRF01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have no plans to provide 
funding to schools to enable them to participate in the Irish Traveller Movement’s yellow flag 
programme. In the current economic climate there is no scope to provide additional funding 
to schools for particular programmes such as this one. However schools are of course free to 
prioritise their existing allocation from the Department to meet the identified educational needs 
of their pupils.

06/05/2014WRF01150University Legal Fees

06/05/2014WRF01200182. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide, in tabular form, the amount of money NUIG has spent on legal fees in dealing with 
employee issues from 2008 to date in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[20106/14]

06/05/2014WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested 
by the Deputy is not available in my Department, however, I have asked the Higher Education 
Authority to request details from NUIG and I will forward it to the Deputy when it is received.

06/05/2014WRF01350Teachers’ Remuneration

06/05/2014WRF01400183. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
sons a person (details supplied) has not received their honours degree allowance despite being 
employed directly by a school on 5 December 2011; the reason days where they were employed 
directly by a school are not counted as days worked when determining eligibility for the supple-
mentary panel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20109/14]

06/05/2014WRF01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In 2012 a public service-wide 
review of allowances was carried out by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 
As a result of the review, qualification allowances were abolished with effect from 1st Febru-
ary 2012. Department of Education and Skills Circular 0008/2013 outlines the effect of this 
decision on teachers. The circular was agreed under the auspices of the Teachers’ Conciliation 
Council, a body established in accordance with the terms of the Conciliation and Arbitration 
Scheme for Teachers. The Council is composed of representatives from the teacher unions, 
school management, the Department of Education and Skills and Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform, chaired by an official of the Labour Relations Commission.

In paragraph 12 of Circular 0008/2013 an exception is made in the case “where as at 5 De-
cember 2011, a teacher in employment on that date and eligible for receipt of a qualification 
allowance in respect of the post they held on that date, was actively undertaking a course of 
further study leading to an additional qualification, provided that the teacher does not cease to 
be a registered student on that course before its completion. Such individuals may apply to the 
Department/VEC as appropriate for a derogation from the general position within 3 months of 
the date of receipt of the award.”

As the person concerned was not a teacher in employment in an Oireachtas funded post on 5 
December 2011 and not eligible for receipt of a qualification allowance in respect of any teach-
ing post on that date, they do not qualify for payment of an allowance in respect of the qualifica-
tion related to the course being undertaken at that time. Since the 2012/13 school year, access 
to the Supplementary Panel is no longer based entirely on the length of a teacher’s service. 
In order to be placed on the Supplementary Panel for the 2014/15 school year, teachers must 
meet the eligibility criteria, including scale point and earnings requirement, set out in Circular 
0057/2013.  The teacher referred to by the Deputy failed to meet the criteria and so is ineligible 
for the Supplementary Panel for the 2014/15 school year.

06/05/2014WRF01550Special Educational Needs Data

06/05/2014WRF01600184. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of special schools here; the number of pupils being catered for; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20146/14]

06/05/2014WRF01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department provides 
for a range of placement options and supports for schools which have enrolled pupils with 
special educational needs in order to ensure that, wherever a child is enrolled, they will have 
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access to an appropriate education. Children with special educational needs may be enrolled in 
a mainstream school and attend all mainstream classes and receive additional teaching support 
through the learning support and-or resource teacher. If they have assessed care needs they may 
be supported by a Special Needs Assistant (SNA).

In respect of children who cannot be accommodated in mainstream education, they may be 
enrolled in special classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive interventions 
are provided. Special schools offer specialist supports for pupils with special educational needs 
from 4 to 18 years of age. Students attending special schools are supported through lower pupil 
teacher ratios ranging from 6:1 to 11:1, on the basis of each school’s pupil profile. Students at-
tending special schools also have access to SNA support, specialist transport arrangements and 
assistive technology support, as necessary.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Report on Supporting Children with 
Special Educational Needs in Schools details that there are 119 special schools nationwide, 
with approximately 7,094 students attending such special schools in the 2012/13 school year. 
The report provides a list of all of these special schools by county and disability category. This 
report is available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.

06/05/2014WRF01750School Accommodation

06/05/2014WRF01800185. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will take ac-
tion and provide the necessary funding for resource-learning support facilities, a general pur-
pose hall and two new classrooms in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; if 
he will take into consideration the population growth and the recent closure of a school in the 
area and the urgent demand for the upgrading of facilities at this school; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20170/14]

06/05/2014WRF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that my Department approved grant aid to the school in question on 30 April for the 
construction of one mainstream classroom with associated toilet facilities and two resource 
teaching spaces for children with special educational needs. The school has since accepted this 
grant. The school was also included on the list of successful schools under the Summer Works 
Scheme 2014, which I published on 20 March last, for mechanical improvement works. In view 
of the financial constraints imposed by the need, as outlined in the Five Year Plan, to prioritise 
available funding for the provision of essential additional school places to meet demographic 
demand, my Department is not in a position to provide a General Purpose Room at the school 
at this time.

06/05/2014WRF01950Third Level Courses Availability

06/05/2014WRF02000186. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
science and arts CAO places offered by University College Dublin in the years 2007 to 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20173/14]

06/05/2014WRF02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested is 
not readily available in my Department, however, enquiries are being made with UCD and the 
Deputy will be responded to as soon as possible.

06/05/2014WRF02150Third Level Funding
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06/05/2014WRF02200187. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education and Skills if State 
funding will be provided for architectural technology courses in third level institutes here in 
view of the changed context for architectural technology graduates here on foot of recent BCAR 
legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20187/14]

06/05/2014WRF02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The position is that my De-
partment allocates recurrent funding to the Higher Education Authority (HEA) for direct dis-
bursement to the HEA institutions, including the Universities and Institutes of Technology. It 
is then a matter for the institution to determine how this funding is allocated internally. It is an 
institution’s responsibility, as an autonomous body, to ensure that its academic course content 
is in order and has the appropriate validation.

06/05/2014WRG00150School Accommodation

06/05/2014WRG00200188. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
build a Gaelscoil (details supplied) in Dublin 17; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20188/14]

06/05/2014WRG00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Forward Planning Sec-
tion of my Department is currently analysing demographics on a nationwide basis to identify 
areas where additional school accommodation might be needed into the future. The Dublin 17 
area will be examined as part of this process.

06/05/2014WRG00350Special Educational Needs Staffing

06/05/2014WRG00400189. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a recent 
circular from his Department (details supplied) regarding the provision of special needs assis-
tants; if he will address the concerns raised by parents; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20200/14]

06/05/2014WRG00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that in December 2013, the Government announced it was increasing the number of SNAs 
available for allocation to schools, to reflect demographic growth and increased demand for 
SNA support.  The existing provision for 10,575 posts has been increased to 10,965 posts being 
made available for allocation by the end of 2014.  This will bring to almost 11,000 the number 
of SNA posts available to work with children who have an assessed care need requiring SNA 
support in primary, post primary, and special schools. These extra posts will ensure that the 
Government’s policy of ensuring that every child who is assessed as needing SNA support will 
receive access to such support.

In June 2011, the Department of Education and Skills published a Value for Money and 
Policy Review of the SNA scheme. In May 2013, the National Council for Special Education 
published its Policy Advice on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools.  
Both reports concluded that the SNA scheme has been highly successful in supporting the care 
needs of children with special needs in schools and with assisting to facilitate their integration 
and inclusion. However, the reports also concluded that the intended purpose of the scheme was 
not always generally well understood by parents or schools and that the scope and purpose of 
the scheme should be clarified for schools.

The Department of Education and Skills accordingly prepared a new Circular for schools, 
which was designed to clarify the scope and purpose of the SNA scheme, in accordance with the 
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recommendations of the reports and policy advice noted above.  The circular therefore should 
not be interpreted as a means to reduce the numbers of SNAs in schools.  It is considered that 
this Circular will provide useful guidance and support for schools and parents in clarifying the 
purpose of the scheme and setting out the circumstances in which SNA support will normally 
be provided to assist children with special educational needs to access education.

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that all applications for July Provision will be processed 
in the order of date received. It is therefore in the best interest of parents to submit their com-
pleted application form as soon as possible.  If parents of eligible children have questions on the 
scheme they may contact my Department on 090 6484296.

06/05/2014WRG00550Special Educational Needs Services Provision

06/05/2014WRG00600190. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a de-
cision will be made on whether to give the go-ahead for a school (details supplied) in County 
Clare to progress to planning for an autism unit in its revised location and for a new access road 
occasioned by the sale of the existing road by the school’s patron body; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20227/14]

06/05/2014WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that my Department has approved a special needs unit for the school to which he 
refers.The architectural planning for the unit is currently underway and my Department is in 
ongoing contact with the school in that regard. The school’s design team have submitted pro-
posals relating to the unit to my Department for consideration and these are currently being 
examined. My Department will be in further contact with the school when this process has been 
completed.  A separate request for capital funding to provide additional car parking spaces on 
the school site has also been submitted to my Department. This, together with the further infor-
mation requested by my Department relating to the request has been received and is currently 
being considered. A decision will be conveyed to the school authorities in due course.

06/05/2014WRG00750Weight of Schoolbags

06/05/2014WRG00800191. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 71 of 22 January 2014, if he will implement the recommenda-
tions of the working group’s report on the weight of schoolbags as opposed to his Department’s 
policy of highlighting the potential health hazard of overweight bags and leaving it to each 
individual school to determine which measures, if any, it should implement in this area; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20265/14]

06/05/2014WRG00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The report of the working 
group recognised that many of the solutions belong at local school level and made various 
recommendations in this regard, such as optimum use of storage facilities, developing pupil 
organisation skills and timetabling.  It is therefore best dealt with locally at school level rather 
than centrally in my Department.

My Department issued circulars to all primary and post-primary schools in 2005 to highlight 
the potential health hazard of overweight schoolbags and to outline a range of local measures 
that could be put in place to help alleviate the problem.  The circulars referred to the recommen-
dations of the previously published report of the Working Group on the Weight of School Bags. 
It is a matter for each individual school to determine which particular measures are most suited 
to its individual circumstances and to how the school concerned organises teaching and learn-
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ing.  The circulars (PC 13/05 and M35/05) and the report of the Working Group on the Weight 
of School Bags are available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

06/05/2014WRG00950Autism Support Services

06/05/2014WRG01000192. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
his reply to Parliamentary Question No. 247 of 15 April 2014, wherein he stated that he is aware 
of the nature and duration of the courses provided by the SESS, if he is aware that the duration 
of the courses offered on ABA is a maximum of five days; and the reason he deems this to be 
a sufficient amount of time to train teachers to effectively implement ABA in their classrooms. 
[20281/14]

06/05/2014WRG01100195. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
his reply to Parliamentary Question No. 247 of 15 April 2014, wherein he stated that he is satis-
fied that primary teachers are qualified to teach in autism specific classes, the specific parts of 
the teacher’s training received during their studies to achieve qualifications to become primary 
teachers which are specifically related to teaching individuals with autism, and teaching in en-
vironments such as autism specific classes as opposed to a mainstream classroom environment. 
[20284/14.]

06/05/2014WRG01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 195 and 192 together.

Providers of Initial Teacher Education (ITE) are responsible for content and development 
of their programmes.  Providers must have regard to the Criteria and Guidelines published by 
the Teaching Council, the statutory body with responsibility for the regulation of the teaching 
profession. All ITE Programmes are subject to ongoing review by the Council in accordance 
with the Criteria. It is the aim of the Council that teachers are competent to teach in the different 
teaching environments and are prepared to be lifelong learners continually adapting to enable 
them to support their students in achieving their full potential. Graduates from primary ITE 
Bachelor of Education courses are recognised to teach in all primary schools.

Policy on the programmes, interventions and supports for children in education is a mat-
ter for my Department. Decisions in this regard are informed by evidence based research and 
advices received covering a range of matters including pedagogy, school curriculum, special 
educational needs and child development. The role of the SESS is to attend to the training needs 
of teachers on foot of these decisions. In selecting and developing suitable programmes, the 
service is guided by advices from my Department, aegis bodies of the Department where ap-
propriate, relevant research and best practice.

The SESS has developed the Contemporary Applied Behaviour Analysis (C-ABA) Course 
under the direction of Dr. Patsy Daly. This course provides an introduction to ABA for practis-
ing teachers in special education settings in Irish schools. The course trains teachers to ‘design, 
implement and evaluate’ interventions to change the behaviour of students in their care.  My 
Department is satisfied that research does not support the exclusive usage of any one approach 
as a basis for national educational provision for children with autism. It is for this reason that 
the preferred policy is for a child centred approach based on the individual child’s needs. It is 
important that children have access to a range of approaches so that their broader needs can be 
met. While ABA helps to improve behaviour, other approaches, such as Treatment and Edu-
cation of Autistic Communication Handicapped Children (TEACCH) and Picture Exchange 
Communications System (PECS) are just as important in developing children’s communication 
and speech skills.
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06/05/2014WRG01250Autism Support Services

06/05/2014WRG01300193. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
his reply to Parliamentary Question No. 247 of 15 April 2014, wherein he noted that the SESS 
is not involved in the supervision of the implementation of ABA, if there is a person or organi-
sation associated with his Department who has responsibility for the implementation of ABA in 
the classroom. [20282/14]

06/05/2014WRG01400194. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
his reply to Parliamentary Question No. 247 of 15 April 2014, wherein he states that there is no 
circular on the use of ABA in autism classes, the reason this is the case. [20283/14]

06/05/2014WRG01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 193 and 194 together.

As the Deputy is aware my Department’s position is that as each child with autism is unique, 
they should have access to a range of different approaches to meet their individual needs. Ap-
plied Behavioural Analysis, or ABA, is one of the approaches used in special classes for chil-
dren with autism.

The use of ABA as part of the range of interventions is particularly useful for addressing 
behavioural issues. My Department supports the use of ABA and training is provided for teach-
ers in its use.  Other approaches, such as Treatment and Education of Autistic Communication 
Handicapped Children (TEACCH), Picture Exchange Communications System (PECS) are 
also used in developing children’s communication and speech skills. It is important that chil-
dren have access to a range of approaches so that their broader needs can be met. As children 
differ significantly from one another and as children’s needs vary and change over time, it is not 
possible to impose a method or approach that will work for all children with autism.  It is not 
the practice to issue a circular on each approach used in the classroom setting.

As outlined in my previous response, in accordance with the Education Act 1998, the Board 
of Management is the body charged with the direct governance of a school with the responsibil-
ity of operating the school efficiently and effectively. In line with the Act the principal teacher 
is responsible for the day to day management of the school including the guidance and direction 
of the teachers and other staff.  Furthermore my Department’s inspectorate has a role in evaluat-
ing, advising and supporting schools in all aspects of teaching and learning.

The NEPS service to all schools, including schools where there are ASD classes, is pro-
gressed through the Continuum of Support Guidelines which encompasses a graduated problem 
solving model of assessment and intervention. NEPS service is planned and delivered following 
planning meetings in schools where needs are prioritised. In addition to case work, NEPS sup-
ports schools in developing more systemic and preventative approaches to meeting the needs 
of pupils with SEN in line with priorities highlighted in the planning meetings.  Therefore there 
is not  one person or organisation who has responsibility for the implementation of ABA in the 
classroom.

  Question No. 195 answered with Question No. 192.

06/05/2014WRG01650Autism Support Services

06/05/2014WRG01700196. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
his reply to Parliamentary Question No. 248 of 15 April 2014, the support or advice required 
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to assist in the development of ASD classes during the opening of each of these classes; and 
the support that was provided specifically by the NCSE, SENOs, NEPS and the inspectorate. 
[20285/14]

06/05/2014WRG01800197. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
his reply to Parliamentary Question No. 248 of 15 April 2014, in view of the scale of a project 
such as opening more than 500 autism units throughout the country, the way and the reason it 
was determined that no policy documents or project plan was required to ensure consistency in 
practice while undertaking such a significant project. [20286/14]

06/05/2014WRG01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn):  I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 196 and 197 together.

As outlined in my response to the Parliamentary Question on April 30th there are a range 
of supports available to schools in which the ASD classes operate. The supports in question are 
again outlined below with reference to the service each service provider specifically provides; 
it is not possible to be specific as the level of support that each school received as this informa-
tion is not compiled by my Department.  These supports in addition to appropriate departmental 
circulars and guidelines ensure consistency in practice without the need for a specific project 
plan for these schools.

The comprehensive system of continuing professional development (CPD) for teachers in 
the area of special educational needs including teachers of children with autism is provided 
by the Special Education Support Service (SESS).  The SESS specifically targets schools with 
newly approved autism classes for support and continues to provide on-going support through 
CPD. The NCSE local network of Special Educational Needs Organisers provide support to 
schools in relation to the establishment of special classes. SENOs may support schools by meet-
ing with Principals to provide information on the resources and supports available for schools 
which may include, for example, access to specialist staff training. SENOS liaise with NEPs 
personnel at local level, where appropriate, to inform Principals.

The NEPS service to all schools, including schools where there are ASD classes, is pro-
gressed through the Continuum of Support Guidelines which encompasses a graduated problem 
solving model of assessment and intervention. NEPS service is planned and delivered following 
planning meetings in schools where needs are prioritised. In addition to case work, NEPS sup-
ports schools in developing more systemic and preventative approaches to meeting the needs of 
pupils with SEN in line with priorities highlighted in the planning meetings.

My Department’s inspectorate has a role in evaluating, advising and supporting schools 
and the Deputy may be interested in their evaluation of educational provision for children with 
autism spectrum disorders which is available on my Department’s website www.education.ie. 
The website also has details of general guidelines and circulars with regard to the Inclusion of 
Students with Special Educational Needs in our schools.

06/05/2014WRG01950School Staffing

06/05/2014WRG02000198. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on intro-
ducing extra support measures for one-teacher schools in the form of a classroom assistant to 
comply with health and safety regulations, in acknowledging the teaching and administrative 
burden on the teacher and, furthermore, to acknowledge that parents are willing to continue 
sending their children to one-teacher schools irrespective of the new threshold for the pupil-
teacher ratio, while being mindful of the fact that the threshold of a minimum of 20 pupils for a 
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two-teacher school is significantly higher and affects minority religious schools disproportion-
ately to other schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20289/14]

06/05/2014WRG02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not 
allocate classroom assistants to schools nor does it have any plans or funding to do so. All 
public servants are being asked to do more with less and the teachers in our small schools can-
not be exempt from this requirement.  It should be noted that the threshold of 20 pupils for a 
two teacher school is significantly below the threshold of 28 pupils that operated up to the late 
1990s.  There is also an appeals process available to small schools to give them an opportunity 
to have their staffing based on their projected pupil enrolments for September 2014.

Our current configuration of small primary schools has been examined by the Department 
in a value for money (VFM) review. This review took account of the ethos of schools and the 
locations of small schools relative to other schools of a similar type.  I am currently consider-
ing the findings of this review in consultation with my Government colleagues and I intend to 
publish the report on completion of this consideration process.

In accordance with the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 1989, it is the responsibility 
of individual school management authorities to have a safety statement in place in their schools. 
The Statement should identify potential hazards, assess the risks to health and safety and put 
appropriate provision in place to safeguard the safety and health of employees and pupils. The 
Health and Safety Authority in conjunction with the Kilkenny Education Centre issued guid-
ance to all primary schools in relation to managing safety, health and welfare.  These guidelines 
were developed following consultation with relevant stakeholders and include some specific 
guidance for a one-teacher setting. This guidance is published on the website of the Health and 
Safety Authority.

06/05/2014WRH00150Residential Institutions Issues

06/05/2014WRH00200199. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when 
part two of the application process to the residential institutions statutory fund together with 
the relevant guidelines will be made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[20370/14]

06/05/2014WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The residential institutions 
statutory fund, which uses the service name Caranua, published its guidelines in January 2014.  
I understand from Caranua that while these guidelines are still in use, they are due to be replaced 
by a “plain English” version in May.  Applicants who have been verified as eligible to apply 
move to the application for services stage.  I understand that applications are being processed 
and payments made.  At end March, 26 applications for approved services have been approved 
for medical and dental services, orthopaedic equipment, home repairs and education grants.

06/05/2014WRH00350Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Establishment

06/05/2014WRH00400200. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
amount of money spent to date on consultants and advertising consultants as part of the resi-
dential institutions statutory fund; if this money will be taken from the total amount of funds 
which are being made available for the survivors; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[20371/14] 

06/05/2014WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In accordance with section 30 
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of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 all expenses and other costs incurred by 
Caranua, which is the service name of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund, are met from 
the investment account established by the NTMA and funded from contributions received from 
religious congregations.

Caranua has advised that its overall provisional spend on consultancies was €160,000 from 
April 2013 to April 2014, with consultancies in this context referring to work carried out by 
individuals and companies on behalf of Caranua.  Included in these costs are expenditure of 
€53,698.65 on the design, printing and distribution of 10,000 posters and 100,000 leaflets (in-
cluding application form Part 1) which were distributed in Ireland, the United Kingdom and 
other parts of the world to GP surgeries, health services, churches, Irish welfare services, Irish 
embassies, family resource centres, homeless services, addiction and mental health services, 
services for older people, survivor services and other relevant services.  In addition, a com-
munications company received €15,375.00, including VAT to develop and implement a com-
munications strategy to promote the launch of the application process and develop content of 
Caranua’s website which is a key communications tool.  I am advised that no funds have been 
spent on advertising.

06/05/2014WRH00550Garda Stations Closures

06/05/2014WRH00600201. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
future plans for the Garda station at Ballyragget, County Kilkenny; if the local community has 
been consulted on the plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19975/14]

06/05/2014WRH00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is currently assessing the property options arising 
in respect of all closed Garda Stations including the former Garda Station in Ballyragget, Co. 
Kilkenny.  The stated policy is to identify if other State Bodies, including government depart-
ments and the wider public sector has a use for the property.  If there is no other State use for a 
property the OPW will then consider disposing of the property on the open market, if and when 
conditions prevail, in order to generate much needed revenue for the Exchequer.

The former Garda Station at Ballyragget is being actively considered for disposal on the 
open market.  Should it transpire that the property does not sell then the OPW would be happy 
to consider a proposal from the local community group.  An expression of interest was received 
from the local Scout Group and a response issued in line with the stated policy.

06/05/2014WRH00750Public Private Partnerships Data

06/05/2014WRH00800202. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the pub-
lic private partnerships that have commenced under the 2012 stimulus plan; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20025/14]

06/05/2014WRH00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): On 17 of July 
2012, the Government announced its plans for a stimulus investment in public infrastructure 
projects in Ireland.  This included about €1.5 billion to fund the proposed new Public Private 
Partnerships (PPP) programme.  Since then, two PPPs (Schools Bundle 3 and the N11/New-
lands Cross roads PPP) which had been included in previous programmes reached financial 
close in November 2011 and April 2012 respectively and are in construction.  The successful 
closure of both these projects, which had been delayed due to the global credit crunch, were key 
enablers in re-opening the Irish PPP market. 
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The first project in the new PPP programme has also been successfully closed.  Last month, 
on 30 April, myself  and the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport signed a contract with a 
consortium to construct the M17/M18 Gort to Tuam PPP Scheme which will create up to 450 
jobs, boost local economies in the west and ease congestion.  This is the largest of the projects 
in the programme and work has commenced on the delivery phase of the project with comple-
tion targeted for end 2017. 

The procurement process is underway on the remainder of the programme with the projects 
expected to reach financial close during 2014 and 2015.  The targeted delivery dates for the 
projects range from Q2 2016 (the Schools Bundle 4 PPP) through to 2018 (roads PPPs).

06/05/2014WRH00950Public Sector Staff Remuneration

06/05/2014WRH01000203. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide, in tabular form, the public sector posts, including in commercial State companies 
and Government advisers, for whom he has approved a breach of the pay cap; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [20026/14]

06/05/2014WRH01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In June 2011, 
I introduced a €200,000 pay ceiling for future appointees to higher positions across the public 
service, and subject to certain exceptions a general pay ceiling of €250,000 for future appoin-
tees to Chief Executive Officers of Commercial State Companies now applies.  No approvals 
have been issued for new appointments in excess of these pay ceilings where they apply.

06/05/2014WRH01150Construction Contracts

06/05/2014WRH01200204. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
panel of adjudicators has been nominated and the code of conduct for adjudicators established, 
as set out in the Construction Contracts Act enacted last July; if not, the action he will take to 
protect subcontractors in the absence of the adjudication process; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [20075/14]

06/05/2014WRH01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
notes, the Construction Contracts Bill passed all stages of the Houses of the Oireachtas in July 
2013 and was signed into law on 29 July 2013.  The enactment of the legislation marked a sig-
nificant step towards the Programme for Government commitment to introduce new legislation 
to protect small building subcontractors that have been denied payments from bigger compa-
nies.

The frustration that many contractors experience when faced with non-payment is under-
stood and is being acted upon by Government.  However, drafting legislation that cuts across 
the conventions of contract law and, in particular, to intervene in private agreements between 
individuals is not undertaken lightly.  The mechanisms required for the successful delivery of 
the legislation are complex and, although similar legislation operates in other jurisdictions, 
aspects of the Act such as the panel of adjudicators must be carefully considered to ensure the 
Act will operate as intended.

Two further steps are necessary for the operation of the legislation prior to its commence-
ment.  The first, a comprehensive code of practice for the conduct of adjudication, has been 
the subject of consultation with key stakeholders.  The final draft of the code of practice was 
circulated to stakeholders in March.  The second element requires the establishment of a panel 
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of adjudicators and a chair of that panel to be appointed.  The chair of the panel will appoint an 
adjudicator where parties to a payment dispute (that has been referred to adjudication under the 
Act) fail to agree on an adjudicator between them.

Officials in my Department are working on the details of the structure for the panel, its set 
up and operation and this will shortly be circulated to stakeholders for consultation.  Once this 
process is concluded, applications for the panel will be advertised and when the appointment 
process to the panel is complete the Act will be commenced.

06/05/2014WRH01350Flood Prevention Measures

06/05/2014WRH01400205. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the installation of the sanctioned scheme, referenced Scheme F: OPW Investigation of the 
Flooding Problems in the Gort Ardrahan Area of South Galway, final report 1998, will com-
mence; when the Office of Public Works will carry out a local inspection and identify the swal-
low holes that can be reinstated to improve the local drainage; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [20180/14]

06/05/2014WRH01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The scheme referred to by the Deputy was an option for mitigation measures in the 
Mannin Cross area of South Galway that was considered in the 1998 Report.  The report con-
cluded that while the economic justification of this proposal was not strong, it did merit further 
investigation.

A Design Report on the Mannin Cross Scheme was commissioned by the Office of Public 
Works (OPW) and completed in 2000. The proposal identified the need for a flow control struc-
ture at Parkslevbaun Lough in Pollnagarragh East to confine flood waters to the immediate area, 
and a route was identified for a drainage channel to discharge the excess waters into the Aggard 
Stream which flows into the Dunkellin River.  The report concluded that if the scheme were 
implemented, it would have a significant impact on the Aggard stream and on the Dunkellin 
River and was therefore, considered not to be feasible at that time. 

A further review of the South Galway Flood Study was carried out on behalf of OPW in 
2010.  This concluded that in order to advance the substantive works involved in the Mannin 
Cross Scheme, an assessment of the addition capacity needed on the Aggard Stream and on 
Dunkellin River to accommodate the additional flows, must be made and that the scheme could 
not proceed in advance of the implementation of the proposed Dunkellin Flood Relief Scheme.

The Dunkellin scheme is being advanced by Galway County Council with funding from the 
OPW.  It is understood that the Council intends to submit the scheme to An Bord Pleanála for 
consideration in early Summer.  It is not possible to indicate when works can be commenced 
until the scheme has been progressed through the planning process.

With regard to swallow holes, it is OPW’s view that works in the vicinity of swallow holes 
would be unlikely to improve local drainage in the Mannin Cross area.

06/05/2014WRH01550Severe Weather Events Expenditure

06/05/2014WRH01600206. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if emer-
gency funding will be made available to repair the embankment at Cromane Lower, Killorglin, 
County Kerry at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[20190/14]

06/05/2014WRH01700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Government decided on 11 February, 2014 to make available funding of up to 
€69.5 million for a programme of repair and remediation works to roads, coastal protection and 
flood defence and other public infrastructure damaged in the storms from 13 December, 2013 
to 6 January, 2014 based on estimates provided by the local authorities concerned.  Of the total 
amount being made available, up to €19.6 million is available via the Office of Public Works 
(OPW) for the repair of damaged coastal protection and flood defence infrastructure.  The al-
location of funding to local authorities under the Government Decision was to specifically ad-
dress the repair of existing damaged infrastructure as a matter of priority.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DoECLG) wrote 
to Kerry County Council indicating, based on the estimate submitted by the Council to that 
Department, that up to €1,226,920 is being made available to the Council via the OPW to un-
dertake the necessary repair works to damaged coastal protection and flood defence infrastruc-
ture.  The estimates submitted by Kerry County Council to the DoECLG included both repair 
and strengthening works to an embankment at Cromane Lower.  The strengthening element 
falls outside of the scope of the Government Decision and the Council will need to address this 
separately and outside of the current process aimed at repairs and emergency works. 

The Council must submit overall programmes of works to the DoECLG detailing how it 
proposes to spend the total allocation that is being made available.  The Council must also 
submit the relevant elements of its programme to each Department from whom funding will be 
made available for consideration of technical aspects of the proposed works.  When the Coun-
cil’s programme of coastal protection and flood defence projects is received by the OPW it will 
be reviewed having regard to related guidance issued by the DoECLG to the local authorities. 

The OPW has informed the local authorities that in order to assist them in a practical way 
and to avoid any potential cash-flow issues, it will consider requests for advance funding of up 
to 80% of the estimated cost of approved projects where a contract for works has been made.

06/05/2014WRH01750Public Sector Staff Recruitment

06/05/2014WRH01800207. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form his views on whether an anomaly has been created by the recent temporary clerical of-
ficer 2014 competition, in that it impacts on the already successful candidates from the existing 
established clerical officer panel created by Civil Service clerical officer competition number 
07/089/10; this anomaly arises because of the Government moratorium on public sector ap-
pointments which has been compounded now by the insertion of a clause in this year’s term 
time clerical officer 2014 competition that may allow in certain circumstances some successful 
candidates to be invited for further assessment to fill a few clerical officer roles on a permanent 
basis later; furthermore since the old competition has not expired, there could now exist two 
pools of candidates to fill any of the appointments; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20298/14]

06/05/2014WRH01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As set out as 
follows, the matter referred to the Deputy does not give rise to any anomaly and there is no 
question of two pools of candidates for Clerical Officer positions in the Civil Service being in 
operation.    

Recruitment to the civil service and a range of other public bodies takes place under the 
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Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004 which established a 
central recruitment agency, the Public Appointments Service (PAS), for this purpose.  The PAS 
operates under licence from the Commission for Public Service Appointments and is indepen-
dent in its operations.

As the Deputy notes, there has been a moratorium in place since 2009 which has severely 
curtailed recruitment into permanent positions, other than with critical replacements and key 
skills shortages.  There are no Civil Service Clerical Officer competitions or panels currently 
active due to the lapse of time since they were run.  The competition referenced by the Deputy 
was launched in 2007 and will not be revisited for offers of appointment at this stage.

The Temporary Clerical Officer (TCO) campaigns being run each year have facilitated the 
filling of short-term vacancies/absences without conflicting with Government policy of reduc-
ing overall civil service numbers.  While a key aspect of this campaign has been the arrange-
ments around Term Time absence, it has been more broadly focused in recent years to cover 
other time limited situations.

The TCO 2014 competition contains an enabling provision in the Information Booklet 
whereby temporary staff who have performed effectively may be given an opportunity to com-
pete for a limited number of permanent positions.  This provision was inserted in recognition 
of positive feedback from Departments/Offices on the quality of appointees and also takes ac-
count of the effort and investment in bringing these staff to the required level of competence 
in their respective areas.  This arrangement is not designed to circumvent or to preclude the 
holding of an open Clerical Officer competition should my Department require it in line with 
workforce planning returns.

06/05/2014WRH01950National Lottery Licence Sale

06/05/2014WRH02000208. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the projects 
that are benefiting from the proceeds of the sale of the national lottery licence; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20321/14]

06/05/2014WRH02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In February 
of this year, I granted the next licence to operate the National Lottery to Premier Lotteries Ire-
land delivering €405 million to the Irish citizen.  As I announced in Budget 2014, half of the 
proceeds from the Lottery licence transaction will be used to help fund a number of job rich 
projects across the country including the Wild Atlantic Way, the 1916 Commemoration and 
the National Sports Campus.  The full list of these projects can be viewed on my Department’s 
website at www.per.gov.ie.  The other half of the proceeds, which will be received in a second 
instalment towards the end of the year, will be used to help fund the construction of the new 
National Children’s Hospital - the largest, most complex and significant capital investment 
project ever undertaken in healthcare in Ireland.  Matters in relation to each of the individual 
projects are being dealt with by the relevant line Departments as part of their capital expendi-
ture responsibilities.

06/05/2014WRH02150Open Government Partnership

06/05/2014WRH02200209. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the main 
issues that were discussed at the recent Paris conference entitled From Open Data to Open Gov-
ernment; if there are recommendations arising from the conference; the way the theme of the 
conference will contribute to the Government policy here for transparent, open Government; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20324/14]

06/05/2014WRH02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I attended the 
Paris Conference, from “Open Data to Open Government”, hosted last month by Ms Marylise 
Lebranchu, Minister of Decentralisation, State Reform and Civil Service in France.  I addressed 
the opening plenary session at this conference alongside Minister Lebranchu, Didier Migaud, 
President of France’s ‘Cour des comptes’ and Francis Maude, Minister for the Cabinet Office 
in the United Kingdom.

The conference offered an excellent opportunity to discuss issues and ideas ranging from 
open democracy and open data, accessibility of data, the development of the open data ecosys-
tem and the link between open data and innovation, with many practical and concrete examples 
being shared amongst participants and speakers from a wide range of countries.   The event was 
of significant relevance to my Department’s work on the Open Government Partnership (OGP), 
which Ireland intends to achieve full membership of later this year.  Indeed, open data is core to 
Ireland’s draft OGP Action Plan and to open government objectives in Ireland overall.  I believe 
that through open data and technology, we can empower citizens, bring them closer and allow 
them to participate more closely in decision-making.  Accessible data can promote greater citi-
zen participation, increase transparency and accountability and enable new and innovative busi-
ness opportunities, services and products.  I am strongly in favour of making information avail-
able and easily accessible online with a view to it being used by businesses and citizens alike. 

At the conference, Minister Lebranchu announced that France will sign up to the OGP and 
I very much welcome this announcement.  Participants came away from the conference with 
many concrete examples of open data being used on a day-to-day basis and with much food 
for thought.  I believe that this sharing of ideas will contribute to a greater understanding of 
the benefits of open data in both contributing to, and increasing openness and transparency in 
Ireland, and I look forward to hearing more discussion and debate on the benefits of open data 
at the OGP Europe Regional Meeting that I am hosting in Dublin Castle on 8 and 9 May.

06/05/2014WRJ00150Departmental Legal Services

06/05/2014WRJ00200210. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the Commission for Public Service Appointments will 
continue to avail of the services of a private firm of solicitors rather than using the expertise of 
the Chief State Solicitor’s office (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [20351/14]

06/05/2014WRJ00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Com-
mission for Public Service Appointments (CPSA) is responsible for overseeing the conduct of 
appointment processes to a wide range of positions in the Civil and Public Service.  In carrying 
out its independent statutory functions, the CPSA must, on occasions, seek independent legal 
advice on issues that come to light in the course of its examination of appointment processes.  
Given that the Civil Service Departments and Offices rely on the CSSO for their own legal 
advice, there is a strong risk of a conflict of interest arising if the CPSA were also to seek legal 
advice from the CSSO and, as such, it would be entirely inappropriate for the CPSA to seek 
independent legal advice from the CSSO.  The contract for the provision of its legal services 
was awarded in December 2009 following a tender competition in which bids from 7 legal 
firms were obtained.  I understand that the CPSA is satisfied with the independent legal services 
which have been provided.  It should be noted that following the amalgamation of the Office 
of the Ombudsman with the CPSA, any future contracts negotiated for the provision of legal 
services for the Office of the Ombudsman will include any legal services requirements of the 
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CPSA.

06/05/2014WRJ00350Public Sector Staff Recruitment

06/05/2014WRJ00400211. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 80 of 14 November 2013, the reason the option of further 
review is not published in the section 15 and 16 freedom of information manual of the Com-
mission for Public Service Appointments nor are details to be found on its website; his plans 
to publish the existence of this review process; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[20353/14]

06/05/2014WRJ00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Commis-
sion for Public Service Appointments (CPSA) is an independent statutory body and as such I 
have no role in the setting of its review procedures.  However, I am informed by the Commis-
sion that it is awaiting a judgement on a Judicial review case relating to, inter alia, the review 
procedures available under its Codes of Practice.  This case will inform any review of the Com-
mission’s appeal procedures that are published in the Section 15 and 16 Freedom of Information 
manual and on the CPSA website.

06/05/2014WRJ00563Product Labelling

06/05/2014WRJ00625212. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his views 
on the European Parliament’s decision to back a motion to introduce mandatory “made in” la-
belling for non-food products; if the Government will intensify efforts to ensure that Irish made 
products, including food products, are easily identifiable.  [20328/14]

06/05/2014WRJ00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The decision 
referred to by the Deputy concerns a vote in the European Parliament on 15 April 2014, as part 
of the EU decision making process, on the report of the European Parliament’s rapporteur, on 
the EU Commission’s proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on consumer product safety.  Included in the EU Commission’s proposal is an Article (Indica-
tion of the Origin) which provides for mandatory “made in” labelling for non-food products.  
The European Parliament and the EU Council, the co-legislators, have not yet addressed this 
jointly. 

While I am aware of some of the arguments made in support of this issue such a proposal 
would impose additional disproportionate costs on business, especially SMEs, because manu-
facturers often have complex supply chains and use components from a variety of EU and 
international sources. Trying to calculate the source and value of many components in a final 
product to determine country of origin would be a further administrative burden on business 
that is difficult to justify in the present climate.

Furthermore, there is no evidence that mandatory “made in” labelling will enhance product 
safety or improve the functioning of the internal market, both of which are objectives of the 
Consumer Product Safety Regulation.  Indeed, the article concerned would add significantly 
to the administrative burden of market surveillance authorities in the State without giving con-
sumers the protection that they need from unsafe products.  In addition there are likely to be 
associated Exchequer costs without clear offsetting benefits flowing to consumers. 

It is relevant to note that an earlier EU Commission proposal in 2005 for mandatory country 
of origin labelling was eventually withdrawn by the Commission due to lack of sufficient sup-
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port across member states.  Food labelling is a matter for the Ministers for Health, and Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine.

06/05/2014WRJ00750Industrial Development

06/05/2014WRJ00800213. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the steps 
Industrial Development Agency Ireland is taking to promote Clonshaugh Business and Tech-
nology Park; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20232/14]

06/05/2014WRJ00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed 
by IDA Ireland that the Clonshaugh Business and Technology Park was initially developed in 
the 1970s and extends to approximately 80 hectares.  There are no marketable lands remaining 
in the park, but there are a number of vacant large scale industrial units on the park which IDA 
Ireland promotes and markets to suitable potential clients.  Current clients of IDA Ireland on the 
Business and Technology Park include Forest Labs and Amazon.  It should be pointed out that 
in all cases the final decision as to where to locate is taken by the investor.

06/05/2014WRJ00950Patent Legislation

06/05/2014WRJ01000214. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position regarding bringing forward a referendum that is required to allow for the transfer of 
jurisdictional powers to the Unified Patent Court; when he expects the referendum to take place; 
the discussions held with officials from the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government regarding the timeframe for such a referendum; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20241/14]

06/05/2014WRJ01100Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean 
Sherlock): The international Agreement on the Unified Patent Court, signed in February 2013, 
entails the establishment of an international court that will, when operational, have exclusive 
competence for actions for infringement and validity in respect of European patents.  As the 
international Agreement entails the transfer of jurisdictional powers in this area of jurisdiction 
away from the Irish courts, this runs counter to the provisions of the Irish constitution.  There-
fore, in order for Ireland to ratify the international Agreement, a constitutional referendum 
must be carried.  The timing of a referendum will be a matter for Government to decide and 
my Department will engage with other relevant Departments, including the Department of the 
Environment, Community and Local Government in relation to the referendum process.

06/05/2014WRJ01150Microenterprise Loan Fund Application Numbers

06/05/2014WRJ01200215. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of applications made to the microfinance scheme in 2013 and to date in 2014; and 
the number of jobs supported as a result of the scheme. [20279/14]

06/05/2014WRJ01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Microen-
terprise Loan Fund was launched in October 2012.  It is administered by Microfinance Ireland 
(MFI).  As of 31 March 2014 MFI has received 475 applications and has approved 192 applica-
tions to the value of €3m supporting 437 jobs.  My Department publishes quarterly reports on 
the progress of MFI on the Department’s website www.enterprise.gov.ie.  The progress report 
detailing the analysis and performance for the quarterly period ending 31 March 2014 is avail-
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able on my Department’s website.

06/05/2014WRJ01350Social Welfare Benefits Expenditure

06/05/2014WRJ01400216. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will in-
crease the allocation to the pre-2008 levels in respect of carers; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [19985/14]

06/05/2014WRJ01500242. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount spent on 
the carer’s allowance scheme in 2011, 2012 and 2013; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20136/14]

06/05/2014WRJ01600243. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount spent on 
the carer’s benefit scheme in 2011, 2012 and 2013; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20138/14]

06/05/2014WRJ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
216, 242 and 243 together.

The information sought by the Deputies is contained in the following table which shows 
expenditure for carer’s allowance, carer’s benefit, domiciliary care allowance and respite care 
grant for each year since 2007.  Since 2007, expenditure on carers payments by the Depart-
ment has increased by almost €376 million to close to an estimated €806 million in 2014 or an 
increase of 63%.  Responsibility for domiciliary care allowance transferred to the Department 
from the Health Service Executive during 2009. 

Expenditure 2007 
Outturn

2008 
Outturn

2009 
Outturn

2010 Out-
turn

2011 Out-
turn

2012 Out-
turn

2013 Pro-
visional 
Outturn

2014 
REV Al-
location

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000
Carer’s Al-
lowance

  361,257  50,260   502,469     501,789   507,193   509,671 554,801 557,200 

Domiciliary-
Care Allow-
ance**

 -  -   31,017 95,710     99,924    102,237  104,272  105,100 

Respite Care 
Grant

  72,471  98,204   99,200     128,097    130,392    136,353  119,943  122,000 

Carer’s 
Benefit

      
26,900 

      
33,666 

      
30,204 

      
     26,288 

      
24,474 

      
24,498 

           
22,443 

          
21,500 

Total    
460,628 

   
582,130 

   
662,890 

  
  751,884 

  
 761,983 

   
772,759 

         
801,459 

        
805,800 

Y-on-Y 
change

 -  121,502    80,760      88,994      10,099      10,776   28,700    4,341 

     It should be also be noted that over 25,000 recipients of carer’s allowance at the end of 
March last were in receipt of the half-rate carer’s allowance payment as they were also con-
currently in receipt of another welfare payment.  While expenditure on the half-rate payment 
is contained in the table above, expenditure on the other welfare payments which the relevant 
carers are in receipt of is not included.  The allocation for payments to carers in 2015 will be 
considered in the context of the next Budget.

06/05/2014WRJ01750Registration of Births
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06/05/2014WRJ01800217. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to change 
the ruling whereby a death certificate cannot be issued for a stillborn baby because they were 
underweight; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20239/14]

06/05/2014WRJ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The loss of a child in any cir-
cumstances is an extremely tragic event and I wish to extend my deepest sympathies to those 
families who have lost a child through stillbirth.  The voluntary registration of stillbirths is pro-
vided for in section 28 of the Civil Registration Act 2004.  The definition of a “stillborn child” 
is contained in section 2(1) of that Act and provides that a stillborn child means a child who, at 
birth, weighs not less than 500 grammes or has a gestational age of not less than 24 weeks and 
shows no sign of life.

Registration of stillbirths was first provided for in the Stillbirths Registration Act 1994.  The 
definition of a stillbirth contained in that Act was carried forward to the 2004 Act.  When the 
1994 Act was passed by the Oireachtas, detailed consideration was given as to what the most 
appropriate definition of a stillbirth should be. The position varies from country to country.  
Some countries use gestational age only, while others use weight, or a combination of both.  
Currently, there are no plans to amend the definition of stillbirth as provided for in the Act.

06/05/2014WRJ01950Household Benefits Scheme

06/05/2014WRJ02000218. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on providing 
extra support for widows, widowers, elderly single people and elderly persons who fall a few 
years short of retirement, in response to the withdrawal of fuel allowances, in view of the fact 
that married couples require the same level of fuel purchase as a single dweller, and can share 
the cost of property tax and the upcoming water rates; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [20290/14]

06/05/2014WRJ02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Some 410,000 customers have re-
ceived the fuel allowance of €20 per week for 26 weeks from October to April, at an estimated 
cost of €208 million in 2014.  The allowance is subject to a means test and is paid only to those 
who live alone or with certain exempted people.  The electricity or gas allowance of €35 per 
month is also paid to 410,000 customers at an estimated cost of €230 million in 2014.  This 
allowance is subject to a means test for those aged under 70 and is also paid only to those who 
live alone or with certain exempted people.  In addition, a person living alone and in receipt of 
a pension, a widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s payment or a disability payment 
from the Department may be entitled to the living alone allowance of €7.70 per week.  

In terms of older people approaching pension age, if they are in receipt of long-term job-
seeker’s allowance (15 months or more in payment) they may be entitled to fuel allowance.  If 
they are in receipt of a widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s payment or a disability 
payment they may be eligible for fuel allowance and household benefits subject to meeting 
the qualifying criteria for these schemes.  I am not in a position to extend the criteria for these 
schemes or the current value of the allowances.

It is recognised in the Government’s Energy Affordability Strategy that the best way to 
tackle fuel poverty in the long term is to improve the energy efficiency of the dwelling.  The 
Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme, administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland, delivers a range of energy efficiency measures to low income households vulnerable to 
energy poverty.  Measures available include; draught proofing, attic insulation, lagging jackets 
for hot water tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall insulation and are free of charge to 
the customer.
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Questions Nos. 219 and 220 withdrawn.

06/05/2014W06/05/2014WRK00150Unemployment Data

06/05/2014WRK00200221. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she or her De-
partment have statistics for nurses who are unemployed; if she will provide a breakdown on a 
regional basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20020/14]

06/05/2014WRK00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The total number of persons on 
the live register at the end of April 2013 was 388,559; of this total, 9,396 had health related oc-
cupations. The number of nurses is not separately identified within this total and consequently, 
the number of nurses on the live register is not available in my Department.  A tabular statement 
detailing the number of registrants in health related occupations on the live register by county 
follows for the Deputy’s information.

Health related occupations on the live register April 2014

County Health and Related Ocupations Health Associate Professionals Health Professionals Total
 Carlow 53 35 84 172 
 Cavan 60 47 57 164
 Clare 84 57 83 224 

 Cork 264 192 282 738 
 Donegal 258 132 82 472 
 Dublin 737 480 725 1,942 

 Galway 270 128 241 639 
 Kerry 216 114 109 439 
 Kildare 128 72 96 296 
 Kilkenny 77 36 90 203 
 Laois 80 43 71 194 
 Leitrim 52 25 29 106 
 Limerick 198 148 84 430 
 Longford 88 24 29 141 
 Louth 167 108 148 423 
 Mayo 134  86 128 348 
 Meath 145 48 63 256 
 Monaghan 62 29 58 149 
 Offaly 99 30 74 203 
 Roscommon 32 54 19 105 
 Sligo 66 66 65 197 
 Tipperary 167 89 100 356 
 Waterford 138 41 140 319 
 Westmeath 85 44 115 244 
 Wexford 134 102 122 358 
 Wicklow 96  45 137 278 
 Grand Total  3,890  2,275  3,231  9,396 

06/05/2014WRK00350Illness Benefit Eligibility

06/05/2014WRK00400222. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the eligibility 
for social welfare assistance such as illness benefit in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20029/14]
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06/05/2014WRK00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was previ-
ously self-employed and paying PRSI contributions at class S. Class S contributions are not 
reckonable for illness benefit purposes.  Only PRSI contributions paid at classes A, E, H and P 
count towards eligibility for illness benefit.  A person who does not qualify for illness benefit 
may apply for disability allowance or supplementary welfare allowance, subject to the qualify-
ing conditions for these schemes.

06/05/2014WRK00550Carer’s Allowance Appeals

06/05/2014WRK00600223. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Sligo; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20039/14]

06/05/2014WRK00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 9 
December 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 16 April 2014 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

06/05/2014WRK00750Social Welfare Appeals Status

06/05/2014WRK00800224. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision on an 
appeal will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. [20063/14]

06/05/2014WRK00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 15 April 2014, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

06/05/2014WRK00950Invalidity Pension Appeals

06/05/2014WRK01000225. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
be made on an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20069/14]

06/05/2014WRK01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 30 April 2014, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 226 to 228, inclusive, withdrawn.
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06/05/2014WRK01450Invalidity Pensions Data

06/05/2014WRK01500229. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of invalid-
ity pension applications that are submitted for appeal annually; the percentage success rate of 
those appeals; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20076/14]

06/05/2014WRK01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The figures requested by the Dep-
uty relating to Invalidity Pension appeals received and finalised during 2013 and to the end of 
April 2014, are provided in the table.

A total of 4,501 invalidity pension appeals were received during 2013. A total of 6,968 inva-
lidity pension appeals were finalised during that year. 80.4% of the appeals which were finalised 
had a successful outcome for the appellant. 32.2% of the invalidity pension appeals which were 
finalised during 2013 were in fact revised decisions made by statutorily appointed Deciding 
Officers of my Department who reviewed the claim following the initial disallowance. During 
the first 4 months of 2014 a total of 1,149 invalidity pension appeals were received and 1,519 
invalidity pension appeals were finalised. 77.6% of the appeals which were finalised had a 
successful outcome for the appellant and 19% of the cases finalised were revised decisions of 
Deciding Officers. 

The decisions which were revised following a review by a Deciding Officer of my Depart-
ment arose as a result, in many cases, of new facts or fresh evidence produced by the claimant 
after the original decision on his /her claim had been made. In such cases an Appeals Officer 
decision was not necessary.

Invalidity Pension Appeal Receipts and Outcomes 2013-2014 (to 30/4/2014)

Invalidity Pension Appeal Receipts  and Outcomes 2013 – 2014 (to 30/4/2014) 2013 2014
Appeal Receipts 4,501 1,149

Appeals Finalised 2013 2014
Revised Decisions by Deciding Officers 2,243 289
Appeals  Decided by Appeals Officers Allowed 3,336 883

- Partially Allowed 18 7
- Disallowed 1,311 327
Withdrawn 60 13
Total Finalised 6,968 1,519

1.  Invalidity Pension appeals with successful outcomes for appellant = Revised DO deci-
sions + Appeals Allowed and Partially Allowed by Appeals Officers   (1+2+3)

2. Invalidity Pension appeals decided by Appeals Officers = Allowed + Partially Allowed + 
Disallowed  (2+3+4).

3. Total Invalidity Pension appeals finalised - Revised DO Decisions + Appeals Decided by 
Appeals Officers + Appeals withdrawn (1+2+3+4+5).

06/05/2014WRK01650Invalidity Pension Appeals
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06/05/2014WRK01700230. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on an invalidity pension appeal; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20079/14]

06/05/2014WRK01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 16 April 2014, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 231 and 232 withdrawn.

06/05/2014WRL00150Invalidity Pension Appeals

06/05/2014WRL00200233. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
invalidity appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20086/14]

06/05/2014WRL00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 29 April 2014, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

06/05/2014WRL00350Invalidity Pension Appeals

06/05/2014WRL00400234. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will examine an 
invalidity appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20090/14]

06/05/2014WRL00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 27 
February 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 28 April 2014 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

06/05/2014WRL00550Invalidity Pension Appeals

06/05/2014WRL00600235. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason an ap-
peal lodged in respect of a person (details supplied) on April 17 is still not registered on the 
appeal system; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20092/14]

06/05/2014WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
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has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 30 April 
2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these have 
been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions in-
dependently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 236 and 237 withdrawn.

06/05/2014WRL00850Job Initiatives

06/05/2014WRL00900238. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to the predicament faced by employees of Offaly County Council job initiative 
scheme who are currently in limbo; if she will arrange for her Department to confirm to Of-
faly County Council that funding for the job initiative scheme will continue at the same level 
as had applied for 2014 and subsequent years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20107/14]

06/05/2014WRL01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Discussions are ongoing between 
this department and Offaly County Council.  However, the matter is primarily one for Offaly 
County Council who made the original decision to cease the job initiative scheme.

Questions Nos. 239 and 240 withdrawn.

06/05/2014WRL01150Disability Allowance Applications

06/05/2014WRL01200241. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application 
for disability allowance will be reviewed in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; if clarification will be given as to how means of €377 have been assessed against her; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20134/14]

06/05/2014WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person’s disability allowance 
application was disallowed on 16 April, 2014 on the basis that her weekly means exceeded the 
statutory limit allowable for a person in her circumstances.  The means assessed against the per-
son were derived from earnings from her spouse‘s employment.  If the person’s circumstances 
change in the future it is open to her to re-apply for disability allowance.

Questions Nos. 242 and 243 answered with Question No. 216.

06/05/2014WRM00150National Internship Scheme Data

06/05/2014WRM00200244. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
employers in County Mayo participating in JobBridge that have, when one participant com-
pletes his or her internship, replaced that participant with another intern; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [20149/14]

06/05/2014WRM00300245. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
employers in County Mayo that have participated in the JobBridge scheme since its inception; 
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and of those the number that have actually gone on to employ participants after completion of 
the internship; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20150/14]

06/05/2014WRM00400246. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons that have participated in the JobBridge scheme in County Mayo since its inception; the 
number of participants that have progressed to employment upon completion of their intern-
ships; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20151/14]

06/05/2014WRM00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
244 to 246, inclusive, together. 

Some 137 host organisations have taken on more than one intern under the JobBridge 
scheme in County Mayo since the scheme commenced in July 2011.  However, a host organisa-
tion may not, for a period of six months, take on another JobBridge intern in the same position 
as their previous JobBridge intern, except where the previous intern has moved directly into 
paid employment, either with the host organisation or another employer. 

Since JobBridge commenced there have been 373 host organisations in total in County 
Mayo, of which 71 have employed their intern immediately upon completing their internship.  
There have been 731 interns in County Mayo, of whom 164 progressed directly into employ-
ment immediately upon completing their internship.  It is to be noted that the percentage of 
interns at national level, who subsequently progress into employment within five months of 
completing their internship is in excess of 60%.

06/05/2014WRM00550Personal Public Service Numbers

06/05/2014WRM00600247. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 291 of 8 April 2014, the person who requested a new PPS number for this 
claimant (details supplied); if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the claimant received 
nothing in writing about this; if she is further aware that the claimant still uses an old PPS num-
ber when dealing with the Revenue Commissioners; if she can rule out identity fraud in this 
case; if she will restore the claimant’s old PPS number; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20158/14]

06/05/2014WRM00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Office of the Revenue Com-
missioners advises that while it continues to support “Level W” numbers for the limited range 
of non-assessable spouse options, e.g., where a couple is being jointly assessed for tax purpos-
es, its systems now require a non “Level W” number where they are dealing with an individual 
in their own right.  Accordingly, Revenue asks people with “Level W” numbers to change them 
once they need to engage with them on taxation matters.  While ordinarily such requests are 
made to my Department by the PPS Number holder themselves, there are occasions when it is 
done by a person’s legal or financial representative (e.g., solicitor or accountant).  My Depart-
ment will then purge the existing number and replace it with either a new number or a number 
that the individual may have had prior to marriage.  In all such cases the change is notified to 
the person concerned (not the legal or financial representative) by letter.  In this case the person 
concerned was notified by letter to their home address on 19 January 2011.  Since then a number 
of other communications containing the new PPS Number have issued from the Department to 
her at the same address.

Following extensive checks of records available to the Department, I can confirm that no ev-
idence exists of any fraudulent activity in relation to the identity of the person concerned or the 
PPS Numbers involved.  Finally, while it is possible for the Department to restore the person’s 
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old number, the potential for Revenue to ask her to replace it again in the future exists.  Officials 
from the Department are available to discuss the issues with the person concerned if required.

06/05/2014WRM00750Jobseeker’s Benefit Appeals

06/05/2014WRM00800248. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on  jobseeker’s benefit; the reason for the 
delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20160/14]

06/05/2014WRM00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned together with the relevant departmental 
papers were received by that office on 7 March 2014.  The appeal, in this case, was referred to 
an Appeals Officer on 1 May 2014, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

Question No. 249 withdrawn. 

06/05/2014WRM01025Child Benefit Eligibility

06/05/2014WRM01050250. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection her policy in 
relation to the payment of child benefit to children aged over 16 and in full-time education; if 
confirmation of enrolment at a secondary school is required for each year of school enrolment 
between the ages of 16 and 18; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20169/14]

06/05/2014WRM01075Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Child benefit is a monthly payment 
to assist with the costs associated with raising children.  It is paid to around 616,000 families in 
respect of some 1.17 million children, with an estimated expenditure of around €1.9 billion in 
2014.  I am conscious that child benefit is an important source of income for all families.

Child benefit as a “universal” payment is paid in respect of all qualified children up to the 
age of 16 years and reflects the situation whereby school attendance is a statutory requirement 
for children up to that age.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up to their 
18th birthday who are in full-time education or who have a disability.  For continued payment 
of child benefit, parents with school going children at age 16 and at age 17 have to submit a 
form to the Department, certified by the child’s school or college, confirming that their children 
are in full-time education for each of these years.  I am satisfied that the requirement for school 
attendance for children aged 16 and 17 years in receipt of child benefit is an effective measure 
in terms of education and social protection policy. 

Question No. 251 withdrawn.

06/05/2014WRM01094Pensions Reform

06/05/2014WRM01100252. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to es-
tablish a commission on pensions this year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20176/14]
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06/05/2014WRM01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The primary objective of pension 
policy is to ensure the sustainability of pension provision and in that context to support an en-
vironment which will provide an adequate income for people in their retirement.  Significant 
changes in pension policy have been introduced in recent years, particularly in relation to in-
creasing State pension age and supporting the sustainability of defined benefit pension provi-
sion.    

It is a priority for the Government to increase supplementary pension coverage and the Pro-
gramme for Government includes a commitment to reforming the pension system to progres-
sively achieve universal coverage, with particular focus on lower-paid workers.  Recent figures 
indicate that only half of workers aged between 20 and 69 years have a supplementary pension 
and this relatively low coverage is of major concern.  The sustainability of the pension system 
is a particular concern because of the demographic challenges faced by Ireland, the associated 
increases in pension (and other age related) costs, and the deterioration in the public finances.  
This means that the task of financing future increased pension spending will fall to a diminish-
ing share of the population as demographic projections indicate the ratio of working age to 
pensioners will decrease from 5.3:1 at present to 2.1:1 by 2060.

The OECD Review of the Irish Pension System, which I published last April, provides an 
international perspective on Ireland’s retirement-income provision.  It covers all components 
of the pension system: State, private personal and occupational plans, and schemes for public-
sector employees. Whilst endorsing pension policy reforms undertaken to date, the report also 
makes a number of recommendations for future reform.  The OECD’s key finding was that 
private pension coverage, both in occupational and personal pensions, is uneven and needs to 
be increased urgently and the review recommended that this could be done through a universal 
employment-based pension system.    

While there are no plans, at present, to establish a commission on pensions, options in this 
area are actively being considered with a view to developing a road-map for the introduction of 
a comprehensive occupational pension scheme.

06/05/2014WRM01250Carer’s Allowance Appeals

06/05/2014WRM01300253. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
made to date on an appeal in respect of overpayment of carer’s allowance in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20182/14]

06/05/2014WRM01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal in respect of overpayment of carer’s allowance by the person 
concerned was received in that office on 14tApril 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the ap-
peals process that the relevant departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on 
the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, 
the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision 
on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

06/05/2014WRN00150Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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06/05/2014WRN00200254. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a 
carer’s allowance appeal will be made in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20186/14]

06/05/2014WRN00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  
The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

06/05/2014WRN00350Job Assist Scheme Eligibility

06/05/2014WRN00400255. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to situations whereby persons who are unemployed but who are not in receipt of so-
cial welfare payments are effectively being excluded from accessing Department schemes and 
initiatives such as community employment schemes, JobBridge and so on; if she will consider 
amending the criteria for such schemes to allow those who are unemployed, but not in receipt 
of social welfare payments to access same; the supports available for persons who are in this 
situation; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [20199/14]

06/05/2014WRN00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Given the scale of unemployment 
levels, the key objective of activation policy and labour market initiatives is to offer assistance 
to those most in need of support in securing work and achieving financial self-sufficiency.  This 
policy objective prioritises scarce resources to those in receipt of qualifying welfare payments.  
Accordingly the employment services and schemes provided by the Department are focused in 
the first instance on this cohort of unemployed people. 

A range of services are available to persons who are unemployed but not in receipt of a 
social welfare payment. For example employment services, such as advice on job-search ac-
tivities and the use of online job search tools, are available to people if they register with the 
Department’s employment services offices, regardless of their social welfare status.  Further, 
unemployed persons not in receipt of payments may also be eligible to avail of up-skilling op-
portunities, for example through ETB (formerly FÁS) training for unemployed people, but are 
not eligible to receive a training allowance while undertaking the course.  The Work Placement 
Programme is also open to persons not in receipt of a social welfare payment, although the par-
ticipant will not receive a payment while on the programme.

An unemployed person who does not qualify for a social welfare payment due to the assess-
ment of their means may be eligible to sign for social insurance contribution credits.  Persons 
who sign for credits for three months (78 days) of the last six months are eligible to participate 
in the JobBridge programme.  There are no plans to make changes to these arrangements at 
present.  

06/05/2014WRN00525Invalidity Pension Appeals

06/05/2014WRN00550256. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on an invalidity pension appeal; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20223/14]



Questions - Written Answers

164

06/05/2014WRN00575Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 1 May 
2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these have 
been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions in-
dependently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 257 to 260, inclusive, withdrawn.

06/05/2014WRN00650Carer’s Allowance Appeals

06/05/2014WRN00700261. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in the determination of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20263/14]

06/05/2014WRN00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that, following the submission of additional evidence, the Appeals Officer 
dealing with this case decided to set aside his decision of 8 January 2014 to disallow the appeal 
and the appeal is being re-opened by way of oral hearing.  Every effort will be made to hear the 
case as quickly as possible and the person concerned will be informed when arrangements for 
the oral hearing have been made.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently 
of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining 
appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

06/05/2014WRN00850Proposed Legislation

06/05/2014WRN00900262. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection when the heads 
of the social welfare and pensions Bill will be published and brought before the joint committee 
on social protection; the purpose and main provisions of the Bill; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [20270/14]

06/05/2014WRN01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The main purpose of the Social 
Welfare and Pensions Bill 2014 is to transpose the provisions of Directive 2010/41/EU on the 
principle of equal treatment between men and women engaged in an activity in a self-employed 
capacity, in so far as the Directive relates to ensuring that the spouse or civil partner of a self-
employed worker can benefit from social protection in accordance with national law.  The 
deadline for transposing these aspects of this Directive is 5 August 2014.  This Bill will also 
provide for a range of other changes to the social welfare code arising from policy, administra-
tive, operational and control matters.  In addition, the Bill may provide for amendments to the 
Pensions Act 1990 in relation to the regulatory framework for occupational pension schemes.

It is expected that the Social Welfare and Pensions Bill 2014 will be published around the 
end of May.  As the Bill will need to be enacted before the summer recess in order to comply 
with the 5 August 2014 transposition deadline for Directive 2010/41/EU, it is not intended, 
given the time available, to refer the Heads of this Bill to the Oireachtas Committee on Educa-
tion and Social Protection for pre-legislative scrutiny.
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06/05/2014WRN01050Mortgage Interest Supplement Appeals

06/05/2014WRN01100263. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when 
mortgage interest relief will be restored in the case of persons (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20291/14]

06/05/2014WRN01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The client concerned was in re-
ceipt of mortgage interest supplement from June 2009 to January 2014.  Following a review in 
December 2013, the Department became aware that arrears on the mortgage had increased sig-
nificantly in the previous 14 months.  The client was advised to contact her mortgage provider 
with a view to restructuring her loan and to advise the Department of the outcome and advised 
that failure to do so may affect future payments.  There is no record of any contact from the 
client to date.

06/05/2014WRN01250Disability Allowance Applications

06/05/2014WRN01300264. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an ap-
plication for disability allowance will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20292/14]

06/05/2014WRN01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The application, based upon the 
evidence submitted, was refused on medical grounds and the person concerned was notified 
in writing of this decision on 24 February 2014. The person was advised that he could submit 
further medical evidence and his application would be reviewed or he could appeal the decision 
directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office, within 21 days. I understand neither option has 
been exercised by the person.  It is open to the person in question to re-apply for disability al-
lowance and the application will be examined and decided upon as soon as possible.

06/05/2014WRO00150Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

06/05/2014WRO00200265. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
domiciliary care allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20310/14]

06/05/2014WRO00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 15 April 2014, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

06/05/2014WRO00350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

06/05/2014WRO00400266. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20311/14]

06/05/2014WRO00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 



Questions - Written Answers

166

has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  The Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 267 and 268 withdrawn.

06/05/2014WRO00650Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

06/05/2014WRO00700269. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
a decision to refuse an application for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Laois; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20322/14]

06/05/2014WRO00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received from the person concerned on 10 October 2013. This application 
was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors whose opinion was that the child 
was not medically eligible for the allowance. A letter issued on the 8th January 2014 advising of 
the decision to disallow the application.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal 
against this decision. As part of the appeal process, the case has been forwarded to another of 
the Department’s Medical Assessors for further consideration, including a review of any new 
information supplied.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further 
examined by a deciding officer, who will revise the original decision if warranted or forward 
the case for consideration by the Appeals Office.

06/05/2014WRO00850Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

06/05/2014WRO00900270. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been 
drawn to the anomaly that exists regarding correspondence or distance learning courses, the 
popularity of which has grown considerably, under which a person is not entitled to back to 
education payments because he or she is considered available for full-time employment but also 
not entitled to a jobseeker’s payment when unable to secure employment because he or she is 
considered to be pursuing an educational course; if this will be reviewed urgently in view of the 
hardship that such a restrictive interpretation of the system is causing. [20327/14]

06/05/2014WRO01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s benefit and job-
seeker’s allowance schemes provide income support for people who have lost work and are 
unable to find alternative full-time employment. The Revised Estimates for my Department 
provide for expenditure on the jobseeker’s schemes of €3.28bn in 2014.

To qualify for jobseeker’s benefit or allowance a person must satisfy certain conditions, 
including the requirement to be available for full-time work and genuinely seeking such work.  
While the relevant legislation excludes from the schemes students who are attending a full-time 
day course of study other situations, including online degree courses, must be examined indi-
vidually to determine if participation is consistent with satisfying all conditions of the relevant 
scheme.  In this context, factors to be considered are the status of the course, i.e. full-time or 
part-time, and the overall level of commitment, including the time and possible expense in-
volved, required by the course participant.  

In general, it is considered that the level of commitment required to participate in a full-time 
course of education is not consistent with the jobseeker’s schemes requirement to be available 



6 May 2014

167

for full-time employment and genuinely seeking such work.  However, decisions are made 
based on the circumstances of each case.  To qualify for back to education allowance a person 
must be in full-time attendance at college. Distance learning courses do not fall within this 
remit.  There are no plans to change the criteria outlined above in respect of the jobseeker’s or 
back to education allowance schemes.

06/05/2014WRO01050Domiciliary Care Allowance Payments

06/05/2014WRO01100271. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will issue ar-
rears due to a domiciliary care allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20359/14]

06/05/2014WRO01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Domiciliary care allowance is 
awarded from the month following receipt of the application unless there was good cause for 
the delay in applying. Domiciliary care allowance was awarded to the person concerned from 
1st July 2013 following receipt of the application in June 2013. Additional information has been 
provided requesting payment of arrears in this case. The application is currently being reviewed 
by a Deciding Officer and a decision on the backdating of this claim, will issue to the person 
concerned when that review is complete.

06/05/2014WRO01250National Monuments

06/05/2014WRO01300272. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide an update on plans to preserve 14-17 Moore Street, Dublin 1; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20189/14]

06/05/2014WRO01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I have now 
given approval, under the National Monuments Acts, to the revised designs, submitted by the 
owners of the national monument at Nos. 14-17 Moore Street, for the restoration of the monu-
ment buildings and the creation of a commemorative centre to the Leaders of the 1916 Rising 
on the site.  It is now a matter for the monument owners to progress the works.

06/05/2014WRO01450Mobile Telephony Services Provision

06/05/2014WRO01500273. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his Department has investigated the high charges imposed by mobile telephone 
providers here; his views on whether the charges are excessively high in direct comparison with 
the rest of mainland Europe; if he will now commit to addressing the issue; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19946/14]

06/05/2014WRO01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Mobile service providers, operating within the EU internal market, are free to set their national 
call charges at a level they judge the market will accept. ComReg operates a website www.
callcosts.ie to assist mobile telephone users in Ireland to identify the most competitively priced 
mobile telephone plans suitable to their needs. The ComReg site also offers advice on addition-
al checks customers should undertake before moving from one provider to another, in order to 
avoid penalty payments for early cessation of services, as one example of the additional points 
customers should consider in their own interests.

ComReg also publishes quarterly data reports on developments within the electronic com-
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munication sector which include price comparisons across participating EU countries. The per-
formance of service providers on mobile prices in Ireland varies across the different baskets 
considered. In the December 2013 report Ireland:

- ranks 7th lowest among the 21 countries benchmarked in the high user post-paid mobile 
basket,

- ranks 8th lowest priced out of the 21 benchmarked countries for the medium user post-paid 
mobile basket,

- ranks 3rd highest of 20 countries compared for the low user post-paid mobile basket, and

- ranks 5th highest among the 21 benchmarked countries in the pre-paid mobile basket.

The wide variation in performance across these different categories is indicative that con-
sumer choice is exerting downward pressure on prices in categories where consumer price 
sensitivity is keenest. 

06/05/2014WRO01650Post Office Network

06/05/2014WRO01700274. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources his plans regarding the future of the post office network in County Donegal; 
the future plans for Lettermacaward post office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19972/14]

06/05/2014WRO01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Issues relating to the post office network, including the opening or closing of post offices, are an 
operational matter for the Board and management of An Post and one in which I have no statu-
tory function. I will request An Post to issue a direct reply to the Deputy regarding the future of 
the post office at Lettermacaward.

06/05/2014WRO01850Broadband Services Provision

06/05/2014WRO01900275. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the number of small towns and villages in County Kerry expected to be con-
nected to the new State-subsidised fibre broadband service; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19983/14]

06/05/2014WRO02000277. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources when he expects the town of Carrigallen in County Leitrim (details supplied) to 
be provided with fibre broadband under the current roll-out programme. [20258/14]

06/05/2014WRO02100284. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if sufficient investment has taken place to ensure the availability of adequate 
broadband facilities throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20364/14]

06/05/2014WRO02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 275, 277 and 284 together. 

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is 
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available to all citizens and businesses. This will be achieved by providing:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising com-
mercial investment, and

- a State-led intervention for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway and 
in some instances have been accelerated in both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband 
services. Commercial operators combined have either invested, or committed to invest, over €2 
billion in their Irish networks, delivering high speed broadband to homes and businesses. For 
example:

- Eircom is rolling out a €400m investment in a Next Generation Access Fibre Network 
that offers speeds of up to 100Mbps. Service is already available to over 800,000 addresses, 
with planned coverage to reach 1.4m addresses by 2016.

- UPC has invested over €500m in upgrading its cable network. Over 700,000 homes can 
already access minimum broadband speeds of 120Mbps and up to 200Mbps. Businesses can 
access speeds of 500Mbps.

- ESB is engaged in a new project allowing a fibre network to be rolled-out on its exist-
ing electricity infrastructure. It is understood that discussions between ESB and Vodafone to 
form a new Joint Venture Company are at an advanced stage. The company has initial plans to 
construct a fibre network directly to 450,000 premises outside of Dublin and it is expected that 
details will be announced over the coming weeks.

- Mobile operators have launched 4G high speed mobile broadband services following 
ComReg’s multiband spectrum auction. There has also been continued investment by all opera-
tors in enhancing and broadening 3G services and network improvements.

- Fixed wireless operators are continuing to invest in high speed point-to-point wireless 
broadband.

- The broadcaster Sky has entered the broadband market, increasing choice for consum-
ers.

Of the estimated 2.3m premises in Ireland, approximately 1.4m are expected to be served by 
these commercial next generation broadband services over the coming years.

This accelerated roll out of high speed services by the commercial sector means that the ad-
dressable area required by the State intervention has been reduced by 30% since the National 
Broadband Plan was launched. While the commercial developments are welcome the accelera-
tion of investment is largely contained to cities and towns. The speeds that are available in these 
areas are demonstrably better than those that are available in more rural areas. 

On 25 April, I signalled the Government’s commitment to a major telecommunications net-
work build-out to rural Ireland, with fibre as the foundation of its investment under the National 
Broadband Plan. This commitment is a clear expression of Government’s determination to ad-
dress the connectivity challenge in rural Ireland in a meaningful and sustainable way.  Central 
to the strategy will be a fibre build-out to locations in every county in the State identified as 
having no existing or planned enabling fibre network. It is intended that the fibre will be de-
livered directly to access points for homes and businesses, where service providers can utilise 
the fibre to provide high speed services to end users. The fibre build-out will also ensure that 
fibre is deployed to strategic locations on each route such as schools, business hubs and health 
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facilities. The fibre build out will be part of an end-to-end strategy that will address all parts of 
Ireland that cannot access commercial high speed broadband services.

I have published a county-by-county list of towns and villages which have already been 
identified for a fibre build-out. This is an indicative list and is subject to the completion of the 
comprehensive mapping process currently underway. Further locations may be identified as 
this process continues. Similarly, it may be determined that some locations on the list will be 
addressed by the commercial sector and will therefore not require State intervention. Currently 
I envisage that a total of 59 areas in County Kerry will be included in the proposed fibre build-
out. The list is available on my Departments website www.dcenr.gov.ie.

In tandem with the fibre build-out, the Strategy will include measures to respond to aggre-
gated community demand for services, and the provision of access services in the most remote 
areas where fibre rollout may be insufficient to stimulate commercial investment or may be 
cost-prohibitive. 

Intensive design work is ongoing in the Department with a view to publishing an end-to-
end implementation strategy later this year, together with the outcome of the mapping exercise 
which will identify the areas that require intervention. A full public consultation will take place 
once the strategy is published and EU State Aids clearance will be required for the intervention 
strategy once finalised. It is expected that the detailed procurement process will take place in 
2015 with a view to commencing construction of the fibre network and provision of services in 
the areas that require intervention as quickly as possible. 

The EU Commission’s guidelines on state aid for high speed broadband infrastructure pre-
clude member states from intervening in regions in which private investors have demonstrated 
plans to roll out their own infrastructure within the following three years. In this regard it is 
noted that at least one network operator has published a programme to roll out a fibre-based 
broadband network in County Leitrim, which includes rolling out that service in Carrigallen by 
July 2016.

I fully share the concerns of local representatives about the quality of broadband in rural 
areas. I intend to ensure that rural Ireland enjoys similar opportunities to urban areas by ensur-
ing an end-to end market intervention with fibre as a core component. In committing to a fibre 
build-out at the heart of this strategy, the Government is acknowledging that broadband is the 
key infrastructure of the 21st century.

06/05/2014WRP00200Post Office Network

06/05/2014WRP00300276. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his proposals to introduce post offices in large supermarket chains; if he will con-
sider allowing a local shop to operate a post office in certain cases; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20207/14]

06/05/2014WRP00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Matters relating to the post office network, including the location of post offices, are an opera-
tional matter for the Board and management of An Post and one in which I have no statutory 
function. However, I have referred the matter to the company for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 277 answered with Question No. 275.

06/05/2014WRP00600Renewable Energy Incentives
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06/05/2014WRP00700278. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the funding spent or distributed by his Department or related agencies in each of the 
past three years to encourage and assist persons in the uptake of renewable energy sources; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20306/14]

06/05/2014WRP00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Grant schemes, administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf 
of my Department, are the main source of funding available to the public for adopting renew-
able energy. The Better Energy Programme, which principally provides funding for energy 
efficiency measures, also provides grants for the installation of solar panels. The Renewable 
Heat Deployment Programme (ReHeat), Greener Homes Scheme and the CHP Deployment 
Programme, previously provided grants but are now closed and residual payments were made 
in 2011.  Since 2011, SEAI has administered the Electric Vehicles Grant scheme which pro-
vides grants of up to €5,000 towards the purchase of new electric vehicles. These grants are in 
addition to the VRT reliefs of up to €5,000 which apply to electric vehicles.

The principal supports for the deployment of electricity generation from renewable sources 
are the current REFIT and former AER schemes which are not subsidised by the Government. 
These are funded through the Public Service Obligation (PSO) levy, which is paid for by all 
electricity consumers.  The supports for biomass CHP under REFIT 3, along with the require-
ments of Part L of the Building regulations, contribute to increasing the uptake of renewable 
heat.  Details of the grants provided through SEAI for renewable energy for the years 2011 to 
2013 (excluding energy efficiency grants) are set out in the following table.

- 2011 (million euro) 2012 (million euro) 2013 (million euro)
ReHeat Programme (residual expenditure) 0.332 0 0
CHP Deployment (residual expenditure) 0.376 0 0

Greener Homes (residual expenditure) 4.590 0 0
Better Energy (Solar grants only) 0.934 1.742 1.292
Electric Vehicles 0.198 0.768 0.242

In terms of supporting renewable transport fuels, the Biofuel Obligation Scheme has, since 
2010, obliged all road transport fuel suppliers to include a certain proportion of biofuel in their 
overall fuel mix. 

It is also noteworthy that the ESB, through its ecars programme, is continuing to roll out 
both publicly accessible charging infrastructure and domestic charge points to support the up-
take of electric vehicles. ESB Ecars also promotes the use of electric vehicles and just recently 
launched the Great Electric Drive to give 26 members of the public and six commercial organi-
sations the opportunity to trial an electric car for up to four months each.

06/05/2014WRP00900Better Energy Homes Scheme Administration

06/05/2014WRP01000279. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the funding provided since 2011 to assist with the cost of energy retrofitting of homes 
and public buildings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20307/14]

06/05/2014WRP01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers the Better Energy Programme. 
This includes the Better Energy Homes scheme, the Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme, 
the Better Energy Warmer Homes Area based programme and the Better Energy Communities 
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programme.

Better Energy Homes provides a financial incentive to private homeowners who wish to 
improve the energy performance of their homes. Fixed grants are provided towards the cost of 
a range of measures including attic insulation, wall insulation, heating systems upgrades, solar 
thermal panels and accompanying Building Energy Ratings. Better Energy Homes is a demand-
led programme.  The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme, including the area-based scheme, 
delivers a range of energy efficiency measures to low income households who meet defined 
eligibility criteria and who are vulnerable to energy poverty. 

The SEAI also administers the Better Energy Communities programme that supports sus-
tainable energy upgrades to existing buildings and facilities in the community sector.  The 
Areas and Community-based schemes were amalgamated in 2014 with an Exchequer alloca-
tion of €13.5m. The call for applications for 2014 was announced in February and closed for 
applications on 30 April. 

The Better Energy Workplaces Scheme, which funded new approaches for implementing 
sustainable energy upgrades to existing facilities in the public, commercial and industrial sec-
tors closed in 2012. The Scheme has been replaced with the National Energy Services Frame-
work, supported by the Energy Efficiency Fund, designed to stimulate innovative energy ef-
ficiency projects in the commercial and public sectors.

The following table provides a breakdown of the €203 million in grant funding provided by 
the SEAI for each of the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 to assist with the cost of energy retro-fitting 
of homes and public buildings:

- 2011 2012 2013 
- €M €M €M
Better Energy Homes 57.6 28.9 13.2
Better Energy Warmer Homes 21.4 20.5 17.5
Better EnergyWarmer Homes Area Based - 4.1 6.9
Better Energy Communities - 1.8 7.8
Better Energy Workplaces 10.9 12.7 - 

06/05/2014WRP01200Telecommunications Services Provision

06/05/2014WRP01300280. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which he had any communication with or received any infor-
mation from ComReg in regard to the quality of broadband and mobile telephony throughout 
the country with particular reference to the need to achieve high-quality services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20360/14]

06/05/2014WRP01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) publishes quarterly data reports 
on developments in the electronic communications market on a national basis. Its report to the 
end of 2013 states that 35% of customers had contracted for marketed fixed broadband services 
of 30 Mbps or higher compared to 20% a year earlier, 18% of customers had contracted for 
broadband speeds between 10 and 30 Mbps compared to 11% a year earlier and the proportion 
of customers contracted for speeds between 2 and 10 Mbps and less than 2 Mbps fell from 61% 
and 7% in December 2012 to 41% and 5% respectively at end 2013.

In the mobile market ComReg reports there were 4.45m active 3G SIMs in Ireland at end 
2013 compared to 4.34m at end 2012. The number of smartphone and tablet users increased 



6 May 2014

173

to 2.6m at end 2013, an increase of 9.2% compared to Q4 2012. These figures include SIMs 
capable of providing access to advanced data services such as web/internet content, online mul-
tiplayer gaming content, video on demand (VoD) or other equivalent advanced data services. 
ComReg will measure 3G and 4G access separately in future reports as the number of 4G users 
increases following the launch of 4G services in 2013.

The continuing increases in the number of customers accessing broadband services at high-
er speeds and the growth in the number of users of high speed mobile services and handsets is 
indicative of the ongoing and substantial investment by the commercial sector in next genera-
tion fixed and mobile electronic communications services.

06/05/2014WRP01500Postal Services

06/05/2014WRP01600281. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which he continues to receive information from An Post with 
particular reference to the future of the service in its entirety and the utilisation of its network 
of post offices and sub-post offices, including counter services throughout the country and the 
adaptation of additional suitable services for inclusion in the An Post portfolio; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20361/14]

06/05/2014WRP01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Both my Department and I are in regular contact with An Post, including in relation to the 
future of the post office network. I have been supportive of An Post’s attempts to diversify its 
income streams. In that regard, An Post has made much progress including the transfer of Aviva 
Ireland’s branch office personal business insurance business book to One Direct as well as an 
extended range of AIB services. The opportunity to pay Local Property Tax through the post 
office network has also been secured.

I brought the issue of the provision of additional public sector business to the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Social Policy. The Committee had its initial consideration of the matter at its meet-
ing on 28 April and agreed to my proposal for a whole-of-government review of the scope for 
putting additional public services in the post offices. This will be undertaken over the coming 
months with the aim of a final report, based on the responses made by Departments, being 
made to the Cabinet Committee in September. In addition, I have written to my Government 
colleagues, including the Minister for Social Protection, to encourage them to consider what 
assistance their Departments might be able to give for the stimulation of new business for the 
post office network.

I see a strong future for the network by using its existing strengths to remain a significant 
player in the provision of Government, financial and other services. Securing the future viabil-
ity of the post office network in the longer term will entail the network continuing to modernise, 
as it is doing, to provide the services that its customers require. Any such developments would 
need to be subject to competition and public procurement requirements as appropriate.

06/05/2014WRP01800Offshore Exploration

06/05/2014WRP01900282. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the degree to which ongoing oil, gas and other mineral exploration contin-
ues; the number of licences issued and activated in each of the past six years to date; the number 
of positive or commercially viable discoveries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20362/14]
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06/05/2014WRP02000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Details of all Prospecting Licences can be found in the 
six-monthly report to the Oireachtas, which I am obliged to lay before the Houses under the 
Minerals Development Acts, 1940 to 1999. The last such report was in respect of the six-month 
period ending 31 December 2013. This report is available on my Department’s website at www.
dcenr.gov.ie.  The number of Mineral Prospecting Licences granted in each year between 2008 
and 2014 are set out in the table.

Prospecting Licences Granted during period 2008-2014

Year Prospecting Licences (Minerals)
2008 91
2009 66

2010 93
2011 98
2012 102
2013 142
2014 50 (to April 30th 2014)

With regard to non-Petroleum minerals, there are 643 mineral Prospecting Licences cur-
rently held by 48 companies. Once issued, all licences are active. 

While no new commercially viable deposits of minerals have been discovered in the past ten 
years, there have been some encouraging results, particularly in Counties Limerick and Clare. 
However, it is too early to determine whether these results will lead to identification of com-
mercially viable deposits.

Details of all Authorisations granted under the Petroleum and Other Minerals Development 
Act, 1960 can be found in the six-monthly report to the Oireachtas. The last such report was 
in respect of the six-month period ending 31 December 2013. This report is available on my 
Department’s website at www.dcenr.gov.ie. The table sets outs the Authorisations granted in the 
years 2008 to the end of April 2014.

Petroleum Exploration Licences Granted during period 2008-2014

Year Offshore Petroleum Ex-
ploration Licences

Licensing Options Petroleum Prospecting 
Licences

2008 5 2 3
2009 1 1 2

2010 2 1
2011 9 3
2012 6 1
2013 5 5 9
2014 (to 30th April) 6 1

There have been no commercial discoveries of oil or gas within the territory of the State in 
the last five years. With new company entrants in 2013 it is evident that that there is significant 
and growing capacity in the sector demonstrating that exploration in the Irish offshore is mov-
ing in the right direction.
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06/05/2014WRP02100Offshore Exploration

06/05/2014WRP02200283. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the extent to which he remains satisfied regarding the adequacy of the relevant 
legislation in respect of oil, gas and other mineral exploration to give an adequate return to the 
Exchequer while, at the same time, creating sufficient incentive for exploration to continue; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20363/14]

06/05/2014WRP02300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resourc-
es (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The report published by the former Joint Oireachtas Commit-
tee on Communications, Natural Resources and Agriculture in May 2012 contained a number 
of recommendations in respect of the fiscal and regulatory framework applying to oil and gas 
exploration in Ireland. In subsequent Dáil debates I stated my intention to seek further indepen-
dent expert advice on the “fitness-for-purpose” of Ireland’s fiscal terms, such expert advice to 
focus on what level of fiscal gain is achievable for the State and its citizens and, equally impor-
tant, on the mechanisms best suited to produce such a gain.

In March of this year my Department appointed Wood MacKenzie to provide expert advice 
on the fitness for purpose of Ireland’s fiscal terms for oil and gas exploration, development and 
production. It is expected that Wood MacKenzie will shortly complete their assignment and 
their report will help inform future decisions.

Minerals exploration is regulated through a system of prospecting licences and exploration 
data is made available free of charge to incentivise exploration activity. The evidence presented 
by the number of active mineral prospecting licences indicates that the minerals development 
legislation is adequate in regard to the incentivisation of interest in minerals exploration activ-
ity. In the event of a commercially viable discovery being brought into production, companies 
are entitled to have the allowable exploration expenditure set-off against their tax liability. It has 
also been possible to agree a satisfactory return to the exchequer from on-going mining activi-
ties within the existing statutory framework. I do propose, however, to publish a new minerals 
development bill this year that will consolidate, modernise and further streamline the explora-
tion and mining regulatory process.

  Question No. 284 answered with Question No. 275.

06/05/2014WRP02500Renewable Energy Generation Targets

06/05/2014WRP02600285. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which adequate levels of alternative electricity generation fa-
cilities have been identified in order to comply with existing or anticipated EU regulations with 
particular reference to the control of emissions in line with national and international guide-
lines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20365/14]

06/05/2014WRP02700286. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which alternative energy generating sources such as wind, wave 
or other alternatives have been identified with particular reference to the need to develop non-
fossil sources to the maximum; if he will outline any development in this regard; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20366/14]

06/05/2014WRP02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 285 and 286 together. 
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The overarching objective of the Government’s energy policy is to ensure secure and sus-
tainable supplies of competitively priced energy to all consumers. Ireland is currently heavily 
reliant on imported fossil fuels to meet our energy needs. While it is acknowledged that fossil 
fuels will remain part of the energy mix for some time to come, progress is being made towards 
increasing the share of renewable energy in our generation portfolio. The 2009 EU Renewable 
Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of meeting 16% of our energy requirements 
from renewable sources by 2020. In order to meet this target, Ireland is committed to meeting 
40% of electricity demand from renewable sources. Provisional figures for 2013 show that 
20.5% of electricity demand was met from renewables.

To date wind energy has been the largest driver of growth in renewable electricity, contribut-
ing most towards the achievement of the 2020 target. Provisional figures for 2013 indicate that 
16.4% of electricity demand was met by wind generation. At the end of 2013, the total amount 
of renewable generation connected to the grid was 2,300 MW. It is estimated that a total of 
around 4,000 MW of onshore renewable generation capacity will be required to allow Ireland 
to meet its 40% renewable electricity target. Currently, over 3,000 MW of renewable generation 
has taken up connection offers under the Gate 3 grid connection programme. 

With regard to other renewable energy technologies, my Department is currently in the pro-
cess of finalising a national bioenergy strategy, which will be published shortly. It will set out 
the actions required to optimise the contribution that energy from biomass could make to the 
achievement of the 2020 renewable energy target for Ireland. 

Furthermore, the Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP), which I pub-
lished in February this year, identifies the opportunity for Ireland of realising the potential 
of our offshore energy resources for increasing indigenous production of renewable energy, 
thereby contributing to reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and improving the security of 
our energy supply. The Strategic Environmental Assessment carried out for the OREDP found 
that it would be environmentally sustainable for 4,500 MW of offshore wind and 1500MW of 
wave and tidal devices to be developed in Irish waters in the period to 2030. 

EU Member States are currently considering an energy and climate change framework for 
2030 in pursuit of a low carbon economy by 2050. Following the recent publication by the 
European Commission of its proposal for a 2030 Climate and Energy Framework, my Depart-
ment is undertaking analysis to establish the scale of the contribution Ireland can make to the 
achievement of the proposed EU renewable energy target of 27%, while also ensuring that any 
action taken would not give rise to unintended consequences, particularly from a competitive-
ness perspective.

06/05/2014WRQ00150Corrib Gas Field

06/05/2014WRQ00200287. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the progress made to date in respect of the delivery of product from the Cor-
rib gas field; when he expects same to become available; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20367/14]

06/05/2014WRQ00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Completion of the Corrib gas field development works, by the developer, is the principal factor 
that will determine the date for first gas. Pending such completion, it is not possible to state a 
date for when gas from the Corrib gas field will become available.  It is estimated that construc-
tion of the onshore section of the pipeline, including the construction of a 5km tunnel, will be 
completed later this year, and first gas cannot be expected before the first half of 2015.
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06/05/2014WRQ00350Energy Prices

06/05/2014WRQ00400288. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which energy costs here are likely to be affected by events in 
Ukraine; the extent to which preparations are in hand to address any such situation arising; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20368/14]

06/05/2014WRQ00500289. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the degree to which he and his EU colleagues have examined the situation 
in relation to energy supply with particular reference to the ongoing situation in Ukraine; the 
likely impact of the situation there on the supply and cost of oil and gas throughout Europe; the 
extent to which any provisions have been made or are likely to be made to address the situation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20369/14]

06/05/2014WRQ00600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 288 and 289 together.

Ireland is critically dependent on imported fossil fuels, particularly oil and natural gas to 
meet its energy needs. This dependency underlines the immediate and long term imperatives of 
enhancing energy security, reducing price volatility and ensuring energy sustainability. Nation-
al energy policy objectives are in line with overall EU policy objectives and are informed by the 
critical work of the International Energy Agency (IEA) on all aspects of energy security.  Elec-
tricity and gas costs in Ireland are influenced by various drivers, including wholesale gas prices, 
the cost of capital, exchange rate fluctuations, the small size of the Irish market, geographical 
location and low population density. Wholesale gas prices are by far the most significant factor 
with prices rising since 2009 driven by events in the Middle East, North Africa and Japan and 
the significant growth in demand from China and India.

Currently, almost all of Ireland’s gas comes from the UK. Figures published by the Sus-
tainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) in February 2014, show that around 49% of our 
electricity was generated using gas in 2012. While the UK is not heavily reliant on Russian gas, 
a shortfall in the supply of Russian gas could potentially result in an increase in the wholesale 
price of gas on the continent, including in Ireland. However, in Europe generally there are sup-
plies of storage gas and liquefied natural gas (LNG) available and there is lower gas demand 
over the summer period. Gas flows consequential on any such supply disruptions and wholesale 
price rises are difficult to predict. My Department is continuing to monitor the Ukraine situation 
in close co-operation with other EU Member States.

Detailed operational plans are in place to deal with any unexpected short term disruption to 
gas supplies. In the unlikely event of a major gas disruption, EirGrid and Gaslink would imple-
ment their respective emergency plans to deal with the situation. In terms of oil imports from 
Russia, in 2013 Ireland imported only a very small quantity of gasoil and no other petroleum 
products or crude oil. As such, the crisis in Ukraine would not have a direct impact on Irish oil 
supply. There are a number of EU Member States that directly import oil from Russia by pipe-
line and these Member States would stand to be directly impacted in the event of a reduction 
in oil supplies. 

Ireland is a founding member of the IEA which was established to improve international 
oil security. The IEA continues to keep the situation in the Ukraine under review, as does the 
EU. In terms of prices, Ireland is a price taker in the global fossil fuel market. In the event of 
reduced international oil supply, it is likely that international oil prices would rise which could 
ultimately impact on consumer prices.
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In terms of long term plans for energy security, Ireland’s approach is to diversify fuels and 
supply sources. The use of indigenous gas and access to Liquefied Natural Gas storage would 
enhance diversity. Continuing to develop indigenous renewable electricity is also a key strat-
egy in ensuring supply diversity. Currently over 20% of electricity is generated from renew-
able sources and supports are in place to ensure we attain our target of increasing this to 40% 
by 2020. In addition, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, funded and assisted by my 
Department has, over the past decade, been proactive in maximising energy efficiency. Several 
successful initiatives have been undertaken while new initiatives are also being considered 
which will further improve the efficiency of energy consumption, thus reducing our consump-
tion (including consumption of imported energy) and contributing to security of supply.

06/05/2014WRQ00650Rural Development Policy

06/05/2014WRQ00700290. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will draft a rural economic development policy statement; the way he 
will implement the other recommendations set out in the recently published CEDRA report; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19311/14]

06/05/2014WRQ00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Taoiseach launched the CEDRA report on 14 April 2014. The report contains 34 
recommendations including the policy statement referred to in the Question. Overall the rec-
ommendations are far reaching and interdepartmental in nature and in this context will require 
significant consideration and consultation. The complex nature of the department and agency 
interactions recommended in the report will require further examination and in this context I 
am committed to working together with my Government colleagues to determine the best way 
forward with regard to the implementation of the CEDRA recommendations. In the interim, 
the CEDRA report will inform the design of the LEADER elements of the 2014-2020 Rural 
Development Programme.

06/05/2014WRQ00850Leader Programmes Funding

06/05/2014WRQ00900291. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if and when funding under the Leader programme will be made available 
to a project (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[20133/14]

06/05/2014WRQ01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In the context of the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme (RDP), 
projects that request funding of €150,000 or more require final approval from my Department 
after Local Development Company (LDC) Board approval. The assessment of these higher 
value projects usually involves detailed consultations between my Department and the relevant 
LDC which is the case with this application. I understand that the assessment of this project 
application will be completed shortly.

06/05/2014WRQ01050Unfinished Housing Developments

06/05/2014WRQ01100292. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the status of an application from Kilkenny County Council for funding from 
the special resolution fund to complete Togher estate, Urlingford, County Kilkenny; and if he 
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will confirm the timeframe involved for a final decision to be made. [19974/14]

06/05/2014WRQ01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Budget 2014 contains a special provision, in the form 
of a targeted €10m Special Resolution Fund (SRF), to assist further in addressing the legacy 
of unfinished housing developments. The SRF is designed to encourage the resolution of the 
remaining tranche of unfinished developments identified in the National Housing Develop-
ment Survey 2013 and, particularly, those developments not likely to be resolved in the normal 
way through solely developer/owner/funder action because of the presence of specific financial 
barriers. It is envisaged that the SRF should be particularly targeted to address the remaining 
unfinished developments with residents living in them and, in particular, any developments that 
local authorities identified, for the purposes of the Local Property Tax waiver, as in a seriously 
problematic condition.

In December 2013, my Department wrote to local authorities seeking proposals for funding 
support under the SRF and the deadline for receipt of applications was 28 February 2014. All 
submissions have now been evaluated by my Department in accordance with the criteria that 
have been circulated to the local authorities.  On 2 May, I announced the allocations from the 
Special Resolution Fund and I can confirm that an allocation of €250,000 was made available 
in respect of the housing development in question.  It is hoped that the SRF will enable very 
substantial progress to be made in resolving as many of the remaining unfinished developments 
as possible.

06/05/2014WRQ01250Local Authority Staff Recruitment

06/05/2014WRQ01300293. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the policy of local authorities in respect of employing persons with a dis-
ability, for example, Down’s syndrome; if the person with the disability would be required to 
have been signed off by their service provider before being employed by the local authority; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19980/14]

06/05/2014WRQ01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under the Disability Act 2005, civil and public sector bodies including local authorities 
are obliged to meet a target of 3% employment of staff with disabilities, unless there are good 
reasons for not doing so. The National Disability Authority (NDA) reports on achievement of 
this obligation across the public service on a yearly basis and in this context, the Local Govern-
ment Sector has exceeded the 3% target on a consistent basis.  Under Section 159 of the Local 
Government Act 2001, it is a matter for the Manager to make such staffing and organisational 
arrangements as may be necessary for the purposes of carrying out the functions of the local 
authorities for which he or she is responsible.

06/05/2014WRQ01450Local Elections

06/05/2014WRQ01500294. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will introduce regulations limiting the number of posters erected by candi-
dates at election time; his views on having designated display areas for such posters; and if local 
authorities are entitled to draw up their own guidelines in this area. [20002/14]

06/05/2014WRQ01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department held a public consultation on the control of postering for elections and 
referenda in Autumn 2008. Following on from this, a number of measures, including restricting 
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the number of posters per candidate and the display of posters in designated areas only, were 
pilot-tested during the 2009 Local and European Election. Local authorities were canvassed 
for their views on these measures.Several local authorities indicated that any restriction on 
the number of posters per candidate would be difficult to police effectively. There were also 
concerns that restricting the number of posters per candidate would favour larger parties with 
several candidates running, while restricting the number of posters per party would disadvan-
tage candidates with running mates. Furthermore, there were concerns that any such measures 
would disadvantage first-time candidates and thus interfere with the democratic process. Other 
concerns included the diverse geographical nature of constituencies, e.g. small urban versus 
large rural electoral districts.

As a result, no measures were introduced to restrict the number of posters at that time. 
However, section 19(7) of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 was amended by the Electoral (Amend-
ment) (No. 2) Act 2009, to introduce a 30-day time limit prior to an election taking place, during 
which election posters can be displayed. Prior to this amendment, the relevant legislation had 
required that election posters be taken down within 7 days of an election but provided no time 
limit for the period prior to an election within which posters could be displayed. While not deal-
ing directly with the number of election posters on display, this legislation ensures that posters 
are only displayed for a finite and reasonable period.

For the reasons outlined, I have no plans to restrict the number of election posters permit-
ted at this time. However, I understand that, under section 95(14) of the Road Traffic Act 1961 
which falls within the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
the erection of posters on directional signs and traffic light poles is an offence, if such posters 
obscure the visibility of the signs or obstruct the view of public road users so as to render the 
road dangerous to them.

06/05/2014WRQ01650Rental Accommodation Scheme Criteria

06/05/2014WRQ01700295. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding tenants housed under the rental accommodation 
scheme; if it is the case that when a RAS lease is terminated it is the responsibility of the tenant 
to find alternative accommodation or if such responsibility rests with the local authority; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [20006/14]

06/05/2014WRQ01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Accommodation provided under the Rental Accomodation 
Scheme (RAS) is governed by the terms of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004, as amended. 
The Act provides the main regulatory framework for the private rented residential sector and 
provides for security of tenure. The grounds upon which a tenancy in the private rented resi-
dential sector may be legally terminated are clearly set out in the 2004 Act. It also specifies 
minimum obligations for both landlords and tenants under a tenancy.   

In accordance with the terms of the Scheme local authorities retain the responsibility to 
source further accommodation for a RAS household should the dwelling that the household is 
living in become unavailable through no fault of their own.  Local authorities, with the coop-
eration of the tenants, will make every effort to source alternative accommodation as quickly 
as possible. In seeking replacement accommodation a local authority will attempt to source a 
suitable alternative within or close to the area in which the tenant is residing. However that may 
not always be possible because of scarcity of suitable properties available to let in the areas af-
fected. In all cases, not just where a tenancy is under threat, there is no bar on RAS households 
from sourcing alternative accommodation themselves, if they so desire, as long as the local 
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authority is satisfied that the accommodation meets the needs of the household and conforms 
to standards for rental accommodation which are set out in the Housing (Standards for Rented 
Houses) Regulations 2008.

06/05/2014WRQ01850Leader Programmes Funding

06/05/2014WRQ01900296. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding an application for funding under the Leader programme 
for a community group (details supplied) in County Mayo; the timeframe for the processing of 
this application; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20011/14]

06/05/2014WRQ02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have been advised that the Tithe Cois Trá - Lacken Housing Association project was 
reviewed by the Board of Mayo North East LEADER Partnership on 25 February 2014. The 
project was resubmitted to my Department for further review and my Department is referring a 
number of outstanding issues back to the Board of MNELP and will consider the matter further 
on receipt of a satisfactory response.

06/05/2014WRQ02050Water Meters Installation

06/05/2014WRQ02100297. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if the water meters installed by Irish Water use a pulse device; the way they are 
read by Irish Water and by residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20038/14]

06/05/2014WRQ02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Programme for Government sets out a commitment to the introduction of water 
charges based on usage above a free allowance. The Government considers that charging based 
on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has, therefore, decided that water meters 
should be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The Water Services Act 
2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as an independent subsidiary within the 
Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigned the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake 
the metering programme.

The water meter installation programme began in August 2013, and will be implemented 
nationally as quickly as possible.  Irish Water has confirmed to my Department that each water 
meter has a low power radio unit fixed to the top which enables it to be read periodically from a 
passing van. This is what is known as Automatic Meter Reading (AMR). The AMR is dormant 
until the meter is read when it is activated only for the purpose of taking the meter read. Irish 
Water has procured meters and radio units that comply with all relevant European and interna-
tional standards designed to protect the health and safety of customers and the public. 

Irish Water reads the meter using the AMR technology, as described above. The meter read-
ing will then be provided to the householder as part of the billing process. As such, it is not 
anticipated that the householder will need to read the meter. However, it is possible for the 
householder to take their own meter reading if they wish to do so.  All Irish Water meters are 
metric meters, measuring water volume in cubic meters (1 cubic meter = 1000 litres = approxi-
mately 220 gallons).

06/05/2014WRR00150Water Charges Administration
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06/05/2014WRR00200298. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider the needs of the severely disabled and those caring for persons 
with disabilities when water charges are implemented; if he will consider not only reducing 
the flat rate charge for these families but also increasing their standard water units to cater for 
the increased demand caused by the disability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20082/14]

06/05/2014WRR00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water services.  
The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water can collect charges from its 
customers in receipt of water services provided by it. The Act also provides that responsibility 
for the independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting 
the interests of customers. 

An Inter-Departmental Working Group was established to advise the Government on the 
appropriate method for addressing affordability issues which may arise with the introduction of 
domestic water charges. This includes the examination of issues arising for those with specific 
medical conditions that require high water usage.  The Government has decided today, fol-
lowing consideration of proposals in relation to the funding model for Irish Water and taking 
account of the work of the Inter-Departmental Working Group, to provide a free allowance of 
30,000 litres of water supplied and waste water treated per annum for a primary residence on a 
public supply. The Government has also decided to provide for an additional free allowance to 
cover the normal usage of water services by every child in their primary residence based on the 
same qualifying conditions as child benefit, such that water charges will in effect only apply to 
adults in such households. The normal consumption is estimated at 38,000 litres annually per 
child of water supplied and waste water treated and so the allowance being provided will be up 
to 38,000 litres per annum. This level of consumption will be verified over time through actual 
data from metering.

The Government has also decided that charges will be capped for those customers with 
particular medical conditions which necessitate high water usage. These decisions will be com-
municated to the CER through a Ministerial Direction issued in accordance with the Water 
Services (No. 2) Act 2013.  The CER will announce its decision on the approved water charges 
plan in August 2014. In making its decision on the approval or otherwise of the first water 
charges plan, the CER will take into account the decisions made by Government on the funding 
model for Irish Water and the approach to be taken to charging.

06/05/2014WRR00350Water Supply

06/05/2014WRR00400299. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason there is a shortage of water supply in north Wicklow; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20083/14]

06/05/2014WRR00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no responsibility for, or role in relation to, the management, maintenance or op-
eration of water supplies.  Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all 
aspects of water services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. 
Irish Water has confirmed to my Department that it has established a dedicated team to deal 
with representations and queries from public representatives. The team can be contacted via 
email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278.
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06/05/2014WRR00550Social and Affordable Housing Scheme

06/05/2014WRR00600300. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his views on the benefit in amending section 99 of the Planning and De-
velopment Act 2000 in relation to solicitors and estate agents fees and costs to assist those who 
purchased homes through the affordable housing scheme and may now wish to sell and free up 
properties for first-time buyers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20197/14]

06/05/2014WRR00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The claw-back provision under section 99 of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended, is intended to prevent short-term profit taking on the 
resale of the house to the detriment of the objectives of the schemes. However, where a person 
is selling and the clawback amount payable would reduce the proceeds of resale below the 
initial price actually paid, the legislation provides for the amount of the clawback payable to 
be reduced to the extent necessary to avoid that result. Legal and auctioneering fees are costs 
which vendors bear separately, as do all other owner-occupiers who choose to sell their home. 

The Government’s 2011 Housing Policy Statement announced the standing down of all af-
fordable housing schemes under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2013. I 
expect a broader review of Part V to be completed in the near future.

06/05/2014WRR00750Rural Development Policy

06/05/2014WRR00800301. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to nominate pilot areas as contained in the CEDRA report on 
energising Ireland’s rural economy; if he has considered any areas of County Clare in that re-
gard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20201/14]

06/05/2014WRR00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Taoiseach launched the CEDRA report on 14 April 2014. The report contains 34 
recommendations including the recommendation relating to development zones around rural 
towns and their hinterlands or Rural Economic Development Zones and the establishment of 
pilot areas, as referred to in the Question.  Overall, the recommendations are far reaching, 
complex and interdepartmental in nature.  I am committed to working together with my Gov-
ernment colleagues to determine the best way forward with regard to the implementation of 
the CEDRA recommendations.  In the interim, the CEDRA report will inform the design of the 
LEADER elements of the 2014-2020 Rural Development Programme.

06/05/2014WRR00950Water Charges Introduction

06/05/2014WRR01000302. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will respond to queries raised in correspondence (details supplied) 
regarding water metering. [20220/14]

06/05/2014WRR01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Programme for Government sets out a commitment to the introduction of water 
charges based on usage above a free allowance. The Government considers that charging based 
on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has, therefore, decided that water meters 
should be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The Water Services Act 
2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as an independent subsidiary within the 
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Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigned the company the necessary powers to allow it to under-
take the metering programme. 

Most meters for public utilities are located at the point where the connection enters the 
household. In the case of water services, under the provisions of the Water Services Act 2007, 
household pipes internal to the boundary of a property are considered the responsibility of 
the householder, and thus water meters are being fitted at the stopcock at the boundary of the 
property. As this is located on publicly accessible land, it minimises disruption during the in-
stallation programme and in terms of meter reading in due course, as access is not required to 
people’s homes. The meter boxes are not sealed and can be opened to allow the householder 
to read their meter, if necessary. Meters will be read automatically and the information will be 
provided directly to customers in their bills.  Irish Water has confirmed to my Department that 
all of the water metering contracts are fully compliant with the Disability Act 2005 and that the 
water meters in use by Irish Water comply with the Measuring Instruments Directive.  In all 
customer communications, Irish Water asks any householders with any disability, mobility or 
medical concerns to contact its call centre (1890 278 278) in advance of the meter installation 
so any additional support or advice can be arranged.    

Irish Water will not need to reset water meters to zero for October 1st 2014.  The meters 
used in the domestic water metering programme maintain a record of the reading at midnight on 
the last day of each month.  This provides Irish Water with an accurate month end/month start 
cumulative consumption on an ongoing basis. These month end records will be collected each 
time the meters are read.   

To assist the homeowner in the identification of any leaks Irish Water has confirmed to 
my Department that water meters being installed as part of the metering programme have a 
“constant flow” alarm which alerts Irish Water who will in turn alert the affected homeowner. 
Householders with a meter installed will be provided with a reading of their meter as part of 
their bill and any unusual usage patterns can be discussed with Irish Water if the householder 
is concerned.  As part of the metering programme, my Department, in conjunction with Irish 
Water, is currently working on a proposal regarding customer-side leakage.   

In common with meters for other utility services, the meters will be the property of Irish 
Water which will also be responsible the repair and maintenance of the meter.  Section 74 of the 
Water Services Act 2007 provides that it is an offence to damage or otherwise impair a water 
meter.  I would also like to inform the Deputy that Irish Water has established a dedicated team 
to deal with representations and queries from public representatives.  They may be contacted 
via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278.

06/05/2014WRR01150Building Energy Rating Compliance

06/05/2014WRR01200303. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of buildings that must have a display energy certificate 
displayed as per the legislation; the number that currently have a valid DEC issued by the Sus-
tainable Energy Authority of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20221/14]

06/05/2014WRR01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under Regulation 8 of the European Communities (Energy Performance of Buildings) 
Regulations 2006-2008, which transposed Directive 2002/91/EC on the energy performance 
of buildings (known as the EPBD) into Irish law, each public body was required, in relation to 
a building it occupied which had a total useful floor area greater than 1,000 m2, to secure and 
display a Display Energy Certificate (DEC) the purpose of which was to illustrate the building’s 
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operational energy use.  The DEC was valid for a period of 12 months and needed to be updated 
and renewed on an annual basis.   

Directive 2010/31/EU on the energy performance of buildings (recast) repealed and replaced 
the original Directive and is transposed in Ireland by the European Union (Energy Performance 
of Buildings) Regulations 2012 which came into effect on 9 January 2013. Under the new re-
gime, the requirement in respect of DECs is revised to include all buildings with a total useful 
floor area of greater than 500 m2 and which are frequently visited by the public. The floor area 
threshold is to be reduced to 250 m2 from 9 July 2015 for buildings occupied by public bodies.   

Under the DEC scheme, buildings are assessed by appropriately qualified assessors who 
have registered with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. Having regard to a build-
ing’s actual energy consumption in the preceding 12 months, a rating scale of A to G applies, 
with A-rated buildings being most energy efficient and G-rated buildings least efficient.   No 
minimum energy rating is specified but it is anticipated that building owners will take steps to 
improve a building’s performance over time, particularly where the potential for cost effective 
improvements exist.   

Compliance with all statutory obligations, including DEC requirements, under the European 
Union (Energy Performance of Buildings) Regulations 2012 is, first and foremost, the responsi-
bility of building owners or, in the case of public bodies, the administrative head of each public 
body.   Public bodies have been notified of their statutory obligations by the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland which has been designated as the Issuing Authority under the Regulations 
and is responsible for the day to day administration of the DEC scheme.  The Sustainable En-
ergy Authority of Ireland report that there are currently in the region of 60 valid DECs in place.   

An EPBD Implementation Group meets on a regular basis to monitor progress in relation 
to the ongoing implementation of the recast EPBD in Ireland, to oversee the operation of the 
Building Energy Rating scheme and to co-ordinate and plan for future developments in relation 
to the energy performance of buildings. The EPBD Implementation Group is comprised of offi-
cials from my Department, the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland.  While the primary focus over recent months 
has been on bedding down the changes introduced under the recast EPBD, it is envisaged that 
the emphasis going forward will be focus to a greater extent on implementation and compliance 
which will result in the publication of more DECs.

06/05/2014WRR01350Water Quality

06/05/2014WRR01400304. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the recent Environmental Protection Agency 
report on drinking water in County Donegal; the measures he will take to ensure compliance 
with the recommendations of the report; his views on the details of the report; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20229/14]

06/05/2014WRR01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The European Union (Drinking Water) Regulations 2014 provide that it is a matter for 
a water supplier to provide clean and wholesome drinking water, in compliance with the stan-
dards set out in the Regulations. Under these Regulations the Environmental Protection Agency 
is responsible for the supervision of Irish Water, in respect of public water supplies, and Done-
gal County Council is responsible for the supervision of private group water schemes in Co. 
Donegal.     
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06/05/2014WRR01550Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

06/05/2014WRR01600305. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reasons the extension of the water scheme from a village (details sup-
plied) in County Cork to the neighbouring area has not retained its priority status; if he will 
confirm that funding is in place to complete this link up which was a priority when in charge of 
Cork County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20246/14]

06/05/2014WRR01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Riverstick Water Supply Scheme was included for funding under the Serviced Land 
Initiative measure of my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2007-2009.  In 
April 2009, my Department, following a review of the Serviced Land Initiative, informed all 
local authorities that all existing approvals under the initiative, for which contracts had not been 
signed or letters of intent had been issued, were being withdrawn. However, authorities were 
also advised that where they were of the opinion that the continuation of an approved scheme 
for which contracts had not been signed was necessary for the proper development of the area, 
it was open to the authority to make a case to the Department by the end of May 2009 for the 
scheme to progress. No such case was made by Cork County Council in relation to the River-
stick Water Supply Scheme and it was not included in my Department’s Water Services Invest-
ment Programme 2010-2013. 

From 1st January 2014 Irish Water has responsibility for the delivery of water services 
capital infrastructure.  It is currently preparing a Capital Investment Plan for 2014-2016.  The 
further progression of all water services capital projects is now a matter for Irish Water.  Irish 
Water has confirmed to my Department that it has established a dedicated team to deal with 
representations and queries from public representatives. The team can be contacted via email at 
oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 278 278.

06/05/2014WRR01750Private Rented Accommodation Standards

06/05/2014WRR01800306. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding legislation in respect of rented accommodation (de-
tails supplied). [20256/14]

06/05/2014WRR01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 1 February 2013, Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the Housing 
(Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008 came into effect for all residential rented ac-
commodation.  Responsibility for enforcement of minimum standards rests with local authori-
ties. 

The revised standards in the 2008 Regulations were based on a review of minimum stan-
dards dating back to 1993 which tolerated very basic facilities such as external toilets, cold 
water only and having an open fireplace as the only heating source. Minimum standards are 
necessary as a protection to all consumers and especially to the most vulnerable who may not 
be in a position to protect themselves adequately.

The purpose of Article 6 of the Regulations is to ensure that each rental property has ex-
clusive access to its own sanitary facilities and that those facilities are contained within the 
dwelling unit.  Article 7 relates to effective heating which can be independently managed by the 
tenant, while Article 8 provides for sole access to adequate facilities for the hygienic storage, 
preparation and cooking of food. The objective of the revised standards is to improve the qual-
ity of accommodation in this part of the housing market by providing for clean, safe and secure 
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facilities.  It should be noted that the 2008 Regulations came into effect generally on 1 Febru-
ary 2009 but allowed a generous four year phasing - in period to facilitate any improvement 
works that needed to be carried out in respect of Articles 6, 7 and 8.  Landlords affected by these 
changes should have engaged with their tenants during this time to discuss the implications of 
any works that needed to be carried out on their properties.

06/05/2014WRR01950House Purchase Schemes

06/05/2014WRR02000307. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if any housing schemes are available whereby low paid couples on a joint 
income of €60,000 can get a loan to buy a home. [20257/14]

06/05/2014WRR02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There are two types of house purchase loan available from 
local authorities: standard annuity loans targeted at lower income first time buyers and loans 
under the Home Choice Loan scheme which are available to qualifying middle income first 
time buyers.  The terms and conditions governing the operation, including eligibility terms, 
of annuity mortgages and the Home Choice Loan are set out under various Regulations such 
as the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2009, the Housing (Home Choice Loan) 
Regulations 2009, and most recently in the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2012. 
These are available on my Department’s website: http://www.environ.ie/en/Legislation/Devel-
opmentandHousing/Housing/.

To qualify for a Home Choice Loan applicants must:

- be a first time buyer

- earn over €35,000 as a single applicant and over €45,000 combined income as joint ap-
plicants; 

- be in continuous employment for a minimum of one year; if self-employed be able to 
submit two years certified accounts;

- provide evidence via a broker that they could not obtain sufficient finance from two 
banks or building societies.

Information on Home Choice Loan can be found on www.homechoiceloan.ie.

06/05/2014WRR02150Local Authority Funding

06/05/2014WRR02200308. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the capital allocation for a county council (details supplied) will be issued; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20262/14]

06/05/2014WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Capital allocations under the various measures contained 
in my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme for 2014 were notified to local 
authorities on a number of dates over the past three months. Details of the allocations to South 
Dublin County Council are set out in the following table.   

MEASURE 2014 ALLOCATION 
Local Authority Social Housing €5,925,293 
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MEASURE 2014 ALLOCATION 
Local Authority Construction Initiative 2014-2015 €3,406,746 
Capital Assistance Scheme €1,580,291 
Traveller Accommodation €24,750 

Remedial Works €575,996 
Energy Efficiency €938,390 
Voids Programme €568,000 
Private Housing Grants €1,333,635 

I intend to announce additional allocations in respect of projects to be advanced under the 
Capital Assistance Scheme for the period 2014-2015 very shortly.

06/05/2014WRS00150Irish Water Staff

06/05/2014WRS00200309. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number and grades of staff who have transferred from his Depart-
ment to Irish Water since its establishment. [20280/14]

06/05/2014WRS00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as a subsid-
iary of Bord Gáis Éireann to be formed and registered under the Companies Act.  Irish Water 
is currently recruiting to build up the internal capabilities required within the organisation and 
the employment of staff is an operational matter for the organisation. It was agreed by the 
Steering Group for the Water Sector Reform Programme that, to ensure skills within the sector 
were fully availed of in building up the new organisation, competitions for positions in asset 
management, capital delivery and operations would be restricted to staff in the partner organi-
sations i.e. Bord Gáis Éireann, local authorities and my Department in the first instance.  No 
staff have transferred from my Department to positions in Irish Water. Five employees of Irish 
Water worked in my Department immediately prior to taking up posts in Irish Water, which they 
secured through a competitive recruitment process.

06/05/2014WRS00350Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

06/05/2014WRS00400310. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the Per Cent for 
Arts scheme; if he will clarify the questions raised; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20296/14]

06/05/2014WRS00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Waterville Water and Sewerage Scheme was funded under my Department’s Water 
Services Investment Programme. Funding for the project included an amount for the Per Cent 
for Arts Scheme.  Since 1 January 2014 Irish Water has responsibility for the delivery of water 
services capital infrastructure. The further progression of all water services capital projects and 
issues pertaining to them is now a matter for Irish Water.  Irish Water has confirmed to my De-
partment that it has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. The team can be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on 1890 278 278.



6 May 2014

189

06/05/2014WRS00550Housing Assistance Payments Implementation

06/05/2014WRS00600311. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the progress in designing and implementing the new housing assistance payment; 
if the new payment system will support persons who have recently found new employment fol-
lowing a period of unemployment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20304/14]

06/05/2014WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 18 July 2013, the Government approved the introduc-
tion of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP). This new scheme is being designed so as to 
bring all of the social housing services provided by the State together under the local authority 
system, with local authorities being responsible for all households with an established housing 
need and ensuring significant efficiencies in the provision of rental assistance.  On 30 April 
2014, Government approved the publication of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 
2014 which will, when enacted, provide the legislative framework for the introduction of HAP.  
My Department and the Department of Social Protection continue to work closely on the legal, 
policy and operational issues involved in developing and introducing HAP.

HAP will provide a new framework for the provision of rental assistance, and will support 
the removal of existing barriers to employment by allowing HAP recipients to remain in the 
scheme if they gain full-time employment. In that context a household which is eligible for 
HAP will, having sourced appropriate accommodation, pay a rental contribution to the local 
authority based on the differential rent scheme for the relevant local authority. The local au-
thority differential rent scheme is an income based scheme which relates the amount of rent a 
household must pay to the household’s income and therefore their ability to pay. The planned 
introduction of a harmonised rents framework coupled with a phased reduction in rental assis-
tance will go some way towards providing additional security to households in the early stages 
of returning to employment.

Following an administrative and statutory pilot phase in 2014 which involves 7 local au-
thorities, roll out to the remaining local authorities is scheduled to begin on a phased basis in 
2015. It is intended that the pilot and implementation phase will prioritise, as much as is pos-
sible, the transfer to HAP of long-term unemployed rent supplement recipients, or those who 
are homeless or at risk of homelessness.

06/05/2014WRS00750Departmental Correspondence

06/05/2014WRS00800312. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when a reply will issue to correspondence (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20313/14]

06/05/2014WRS00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The correspondence in question relates to proposals for enhanced alignment between 
local government and local development arising from the Local Government Reform Act 2014. 
A detailed reply has now issued.

06/05/2014WRS00950Local Authority Housing Application Numbers

06/05/2014WRS01000313. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of persons in each local authority area who turn down offers of hous-
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ing; if the reasons underpinning such refusals are recorded; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20319/14]

06/05/2014WRS01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Regulation 12 of the Social Housing Allocation Regula-
tions 2011, made under section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, sets 
down a common approach to refusals by households of offers of social housing tenancies. A 
household that refuses two reasonable offers of such tenancies in any twelve-month period, 
other than an offer made under the choice-based letting procedure, will not receive any further 
offers from any housing authority for a period of one year from the date of the second refusal 
and the latter period is not subsequently reckonable for the purposes of determining the house-
hold’s relative priority for another social housing tenancy. An offer is deemed to be reasonable 
where the dwelling concerned would, in the opinion of the authority, meet the housing needs 
of the household and, except in an emergency, is located in an area of choice specified by the 
household.

The 2011 Regulations also empower a housing authority to adopt a choice-based letting 
approach to the allocation of social housing, whereby a housing authority considers allocating 
a particular tenancy only to households that have applied for that tenancy. A household that 
refuses a tenancy offered under choice-based letting will not be entitled to apply for another 
tenancy under that system for a period of one year from the date of its refusal.  My Department 
does not collate information on the number of, or reasons for, refusals by households of offers 
of social housing tenancies.

06/05/2014WRS01150Priory Hall Development

06/05/2014WRS01200314. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update regarding Priory Hall (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20356/14]

06/05/2014WRS01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department, having participated with officials from the Department of the Taoiseach 
and the Department of Finance in the recent consultations with key stakeholders, is of the view 
that the delivery of the Priory Hall Resolution Framework represents the best possible outcome 
for the complex having regard to the unique circumstances that have arisen in relation to Priory 
Hall.  As agreed by the key stakeholders, the course of action now being pursued by Dublin City 
Council is the refurbishment of the Priory Hall complex, with support from the Government, in 
a manner that will make the complex a desirable, high quality, safety assured residential loca-
tion that will accommodate, as with the original development, a combination of private, social 
and other forms of housing.

An implementation group, chaired by Dr. Martin McAleese, has been put in place to over-
see the effective implementation of all aspects of the agreed Framework. The implementation 
group includes representatives of both former residents and buy-to-let owners, thereby ensuring 
that all of the Priory Hall homeowners are fully engaged and fairly treated. While the imple-
mentation group is actively progressing all aspects of the framework and is understood to be 
making good early progress, the overall resolution framework remains at a relatively early stage 
of delivery.  However, I also understand that Dublin City Council has made good progress in 
surveying the individual apartment units at Priory Hall in advance of the necessary remedia-
tion works and that a competitive tender process for procuring remediation solutions has been 
publicly advertised in recent weeks.



6 May 2014

191

06/05/2014WRS01350Coroners Service

06/05/2014WRS01400315. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that post mortem examinations required by the coroner are not carried 
out in Sligo Regional Hospital on many weekends; if it has been brought to his attention that if a 
person dies in Sligo on a Friday and a post mortem examination is required by law, the deceased 
person is transported to Navan, County Meath, for the autopsy; if it has been further brought to 
his attention that the cost of having the post mortem in Navan can be in the region of €800; the 
reason post mortem examinations required by the coroner are not available in Sligo Regional 
Hospital on many weekends; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20236/14]

06/05/2014WRS01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The arrangements made for the 
carrying out of post-mortems are a matter for the relevant coroner. In this context the Deputy 
will appreciate that a coroner is a statutory officer exercising quasi-judicial functions in relation 
to which he or she is independent and neither I nor my Department has any role in the coronial 
process in particular cases.  The costs associated with the provision of services for coroners are 
met by local authorities.

06/05/2014WRS01550Joint Policing Committees Remit

06/05/2014WRS01600316. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way joint polic-
ing committees will fit into the new municipal district structures in local government; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20243/14]

06/05/2014WRS01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
I initiated a review of the operation of Joint Policing Committees in the context of the commit-
ment in the Programme for Government to build on existing community policing partnerships. 
My Department, together with the Garda authorities and the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government has examined the feedback obtained during the review 
process, as well as related issues arising from the broader process of local government reform. 
In this context, the Deputy will be aware that as part of the process of local government reform 
the existing town councils will be replaced as part of a new model of governance, and it follows 
that this will have implications for the number of JPCs in the future.

Under the terms of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, JPCs operate in each local authority area. 
Therefore, with the reduction in local authority areas as a result of local government reform 
JPCs will remain in city and county areas only. I should point out that a feature of the feedback 
received during the recent review of JPCs was that the number of committees needed to be ra-
tionalised to ensure that they maintained a proper focus on strategic policing issues.

As part of the present JPC review process and in consultation with the Minister for the 
Environment, Community and Local Government and the Garda Commissioner, I will take ac-
count of all relevant developments in local government structures with a view to ensuring that 
the structures which support local policing are as effective as possible. I can advise the Deputy 
that recommendations concerning revisions to the JPC guidelines are at an advanced stage of 
preparation.

06/05/2014WRS01750Deportation Orders Re-examination

06/05/2014WRS01800317. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a deporta-
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tion order will be reviewed in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20027/14]

06/05/2014WRS01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that following a compre-
hensive and thorough examination of the asylum claim and application for subsidiary protec-
tion, and a detailed examination of the representations he submitted for consideration under 
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), a Deportation Order was signed on 29 
July 2011 in respect of the person referred to by the Deputy.  The person concerned initiated 
judicial review proceedings challenging the Deportation Order made in respect of him. Those 
proceedings were struck out in favour of the Department on 7 February 2013 and accordingly, 
the Deportation Order stands.

Representations were received from the person concerned asking that his Deportation Or-
der be revoked. This application is under consideration at present. When a decision has been 
made on that application the outcome of that decision will be conveyed in writing to the person 
concerned. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/05/2014WRS01950Naturalisation Applications

06/05/2014WRS02000318. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will examine 
a naturalisation application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20037/14]

06/05/2014WRS02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for 
a certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.  As 
the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege 
and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also 
at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve 
the integrity of the process. While most cases are now generally processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process. In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time. I am informed that this application is being processed with 
a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of 
naturalisation, such as good character and lawful residence, and will be submitted to me for 
decision as expeditiously as possible.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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06/05/2014WRS02150Criminal Prosecutions Issues

06/05/2014WRS02200319. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
course of action in criminal law that is available to a person who is the victim of a crime but the 
Garda and DPP have not brought criminal proceedings against the perpetrator of that crime; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20097/14]

06/05/2014WRS02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware 
responsibility for the bringing of prosecutions is a matter for the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions (DPP). I am sure the Deputy will appreciate that the DPP is entirely independent in car-
rying out her functions as provided in the Prosecution of Offences Act 1974.  As Minister for 
Justice and Equality, I have no role with respect to reviewing the decision to prosecute in any 
given criminal case, or in providing legal advice on such matters. However, in order to be of 
assistance to the Deputy I might direct her to the information published by the DDP, including 
information on procedures which may be relevant to the matters referred to, which is available 
on www.dppireland.ie.

06/05/2014WRT00150Naturalisation Applications

06/05/2014WRT00200320. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20184/14]

06/05/2014WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that this application is being 
processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for 
the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful residence, and will be sub-
mitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.  It is recognised that all applicants for 
citizenship would wish to have a decision on their application without delay. While most cases 
are now generally processed within six months, the nature of the naturalisation process is such 
that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some 
instances, completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/05/2014WRT00375Garda Equipment

06/05/2014WRT00400321. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to increase 
the number of segways available to An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20234/14]
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06/05/2014WRT00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provision and allocation 
of Garda resources and equipment is a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light of An 
Garda Síochána’s identified policing priorities and the availability of resources.  The detailed 
allocation of resources at Divisional level is a matter for the Divisional officer who may allocate 
resources between Garda stations as required by operational circumstances. In that context, I 
am informed by the Garda authorities that there are currently two Segways in operational use 
in the Dublin Metropolitan Region with a further two due for deployment in the near future.  
I am further informed that An Garda Síochána has no plans at present to purchase additional 
Segways.

06/05/2014WRT00550Legal Aid Data

06/05/2014WRT00600322. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total spent 
on free legal aid in 2012; the total number of persons to whom free legal aid was provided; the 
average fee-cost of the free legal aid; the ten largest individual amounts paid for individual 
cases under free legal aid in 2012; the number of persons who had previously received free le-
gal aid on one other, two other, three other, four other and more than four other occasions; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20269/14]

06/05/2014WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware 
the provision of legal aid falls within two separate categories, i.e. criminal legal aid and civil 
legal aid.  Details in respect of each category are as follows:

Criminal Legal Aid

Total expenditure on Criminal Legal Aid for 2012 came to €50.5 million, a reduction of 10% 
over 2011 (€56.1million).  This reduction in the annual expenditure is the largest ever recorded 
and represents a fall of approximately €10 million, or 16%, over the peak recorded in 2009.

Under the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962, the courts, through the judiciary, are re-
sponsible for the granting of legal aid.  An applicant for legal aid must establish to the satisfac-
tion of the court that their means are insufficient to enable them to pay for legal aid themselves.  
The 1962 Act specifies that the court must also be satisfied that, by reason of the “gravity of 
the charge” or “exceptional circumstances”, it is essential in the interests of justice that the ap-
plicant should have legal aid.  Criminal prosecutions originate in the District Court and if so 
satisfied, the Judge will grant a criminal legal aid certificate.  I can inform the Deputy that the 
District Courts granted 49,639 certificates in 2012.  However, as more than one certificate may 
be granted to any one person, it is not possible to provide a figure for the total number of per-
sons provided with criminal legal aid.

I wish to advise the Deputy that in relation to the request for the ten largest amounts paid for 
individual cases, my Department’s computer records are not kept in such a manner as to allow 
for this information to be extracted without requiring a disproportionate and inordinate amount 
of staff time and effort.  This could not be justified in current circumstances where there are 
other significant demands on resources.  With regard to information sought in relation to the 
average cost of legal aid, given that expenditure in 2012 was €50.5 million and the number of 
certificates granted was 49,639, the approximate average cost was €1,017.

An applicant’s previous convictions are not a criterion for the granting of criminal legal aid 
under the Act and consequently the information sought by the Deputy in respect of the number 
of persons who received criminal legal aid on more than one occasion is not available.  Records 
are not kept in a manner which would allow for the extraction of information showing the num-
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ber of times a person has been granted criminal legal aid.

Civil Legal Aid

In respect of civil legal aid, this is provided by the Legal Aid Board, an independent State 
agency. Persons availing of civil legal aid pay a contribution towards the service, with some 
exceptions, so it is not a free service per se. Exchequer funding is provided by way of a grant-in-
aid to the Board. In 2012, this grant amounted to €32.922 million and this increased to €33.759 
million last year. The service is primarily provided through the Board’s law centre network 
and by its own solicitors, although private practitioners on the Board’s panels are engaged to 
provide a complementary service by the Board, mainly in District Court family law matters.  
Overall in 2012, civil legal aid was provided in some 17,652 cases, of which 9,962 involved 
court representation.  For civil legal aid, information on the most expensive cases is not read-
ily available due to the nature of the Board’s operating model.  Whilst it is not unusual for an 
applicant to access civil legal aid services more than once, particularly in family law matters, 
applicants do not tend to be in receipt of civil legal aid repeatedly. It should be noted that each 
and every application for civil legal aid is subject to a means test and a merits test, in line with 
the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995, and the associated Regulations. Figures in respect of persons in 
receipt of civil legal aid more than once in a year are not available.

Further details can be found in the Board’s 2012 Annual Report, available at www.legalaid-
board.ie.

06/05/2014WRT00750Road Traffic Accidents Data

06/05/2014WRT00800323. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 509 of 4 February 2014, if the report referred to in the reply is now 
to hand. [20271/14]

06/05/2014WRT00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that between 1 January, 2013 and 31 December, 2013, there were 249 drivers re-
corded as being involved in a fatal collision and 424 in a serious injury collision. The following 
table illustrates the number of drivers who provided a preliminary breath sample at the scene of 
a fatal or serious injury collision during that period.

- Fatal Collision Serious Injury Collision
Total no. drivers 249 424
Total no. drivers provided a preliminary breath sample at col-
lision scene

88 194

Drivers subsequently tested in hospital or at station  17 42

I am further informed that analysis of incidents recorded show that 144 drivers involved in a 
fatal collision and 188 drivers involved in a serious injury collision were not tested at the road-
side for a number of reasons. The following table sets out the principal reasons a preliminary 
breath sample was not taken at the roadside at the scene of a fatal or serious injury during the 
period 1 January, 2013 and 31 December, 2013.  It should be noted that the figures provided are 
provisional, operational and liable to change.

Reasons for not testing the driver Fatal Injury Serious Injury
Driver Deceased 91
Driver gone to hospital 24 81
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Reasons for not testing the driver Fatal Injury Serious Injury
Driver gone from hospital 2 12
Medical Grounds 11 38
Medical Grounds - Doctor refusal (section 14(3)) 4 6
Medical Grounds - Insufficient time 2
Garda Opinion - testing not required 3 15
Hit and Run 1 4
Serious Injury 3
Driver Arrested 1
Driver not known 2
No screening device - 1 hour 1 2
No Garda Requirement - 3 hours 1
Reported at Station - insufficient time 3 hours 1
Not investigated at scene - insufficient time 3 hours 1
Collision not in a public place 1
Other 5 20
Total 144 188 

06/05/2014WRT00975Penalty Points System

06/05/2014WRT01000324. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 186 of 7 March 2012, wherein he stated that it should be pos-
sible in future to provide data regarding whether or not a driving licence is produced in court 
cases involving road traffic offences, if the Courts Service now has a system in place to record 
whether driving licences have been produced in road traffic cases.  [20272/14]

06/05/2014WRT01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As indicated in my response to 
Question 186 of 7 March 2012 the primary purpose of section 63 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 
is to ensure that the driving licence number of individual offenders is recorded to enable the 
application of appropriate penalty points to the licence on conviction by the court.

I am informed that where an accused is brought before a Court in relation to a penalty point 
offence, the driving licence number is collected by two methods. The first is where the details 
are provided by An Garda Síochána prior to submission of an application for a summons in 
respect of the offence. Where the driving licence number is so collected, the driving licence 
number is sent electronically to the Courts Service with the summons application and the li-
cence number is updated to the Courts Service computer system. Under the second method, 
the details are collected by the Court Registrar where a licence is produced to the Court at the 
hearing of the offence.  As outlined above, if the licence is produced,  the Court Registrar re-
cords the licence number and the number is updated to the Courts Service computer system.  If 
the accused is convicted of the offence, the details of the conviction and the associated driving 
licence number are subsequently sent electronically to the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport for the application of penalty points.

The Courts Service has indicated that It is not possible to differentiate between the two 
methods above to provide statistical data in relation to the number of driving licence numbers 
actually collected within a Court. My Department is in contact with the Courts Service with a 
view to examining an adjustment to the method of recording such that the number of licences 
produced in court can be established.

I am informed that where an accused is summonsed to appear before a court in respect of a 
penalty point offence and is convicted of the offence, if a driving licence is not produced to the 
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Court, the Court Registrar records on the Court Minute Book or on the summons that no driv-
ing licence was produced. The non-production of the driving licence is recorded whether or not 
the accused appears before the Court. The Courts Service computer system does not currently 
support the updating of data in relation to the non-production of driving licences in court.

06/05/2014WRT01150Garda Operations

06/05/2014WRT01200325. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of mandatory alcohol testing checkpoints established in 2013 on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
nights from 1 a.m. to 3 a.m.; the number of such checkpoints per district in 2013; and the detec-
tions and convictions resulting from these checkpoints.  [20273/14]

06/05/2014WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact the Dep-
uty directly as soon as the report is to hand.

06/05/2014WRT01350Garda Transport Provision

06/05/2014WRT01400326. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
ensure that Garda districts R and J will receive additional Garda vehicles from the new cohort 
of vehicles coming on stream this year. [20274/14]

06/05/2014WRT01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provision and allocation 
of Garda transport is a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the context of An Garda Sío-
chána’s identified operational requirements and the availability of resources.  Responsibility for 
the efficient deployment of official Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to the Divisional 
Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by operational circumstances. 
The Deputy will appreciate that a degree of flexibility in allocating and re-allocating vehicles 
among stations, so as to best match the allocation of resources with policing priorities, is es-
sential to the efficient management of the Garda fleet.

In that context, I am advised that Garda management closely monitors the allocation of all 
policing resources and operational strategies in place at both District and Divisional level to 
ensure that the optimum Garda service is provided to the public.  In addition, the Garda authori-
ties have informed me that the current policing arrangements make the best use of available 
resources.  Moreover, the Garda authorities have indicated that the needs of Garda Districts 
R and J will continue to be examined, in the context of An Garda Síochána’s overall policing 
requirements, as and when additional resources become available.

06/05/2014WRT01550Garda Reports

06/05/2014WRT01600327. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
request a detailed report from the acting Garda Commissioner regarding the steps the Garda 
Síochána has been taking and will take to deal with the cash for cars signs.  [20275/14]

06/05/2014WRT01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.
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06/05/2014WRT01750Penal Policy Review Group Remit

06/05/2014WRT01800328. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures he 
has taken to progress his decision to place the ad hoc parole board on a statutory footing (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20350/14]

06/05/2014WRT01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I set out the position in my 
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 140 on Thursday 14 November, 2013.  When I have con-
sidered the recommendations of the group carrying out a strategic review of penal policy, I will 
bring proposals forward to Government for a statutory Parole Board and will bear in mind the 
Deputy’s suggestion on victim representation in that context.  I now expect that group to report 
shortly.

As regards the current Board membership, I recently re-appointed the chairman, Mr. John 
Costello.  I have also re-appointed Dr. Michael Mulcahy and Ms Ciairín de Buis.  As things 
stand, I do not expect any further vacancies to arise until mid 2015.

Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 140 for  WRITTEN answer on   Thursday, 14th No-
vember, 2013.

  I can inform the Deputy that I made the following appointments to the Parole Board:

     July, 2011  Mr. John Costello, Chairman
        Mr. Ciarán de Buis 

     July, 2012  Mr. Willie Connolly
        Mr. Eddie Rock
        Ms Nora McGarry 
        Mr. Shane McCarthy (re-appointed)

     August, 2012  Mr. Brian Murphy (ex-officio)

        Mr. Vivian Geiran (ex-officio)

     January, 2013  Mr. Ray Kavanagh 
        Mr. Mick Duff

   The members appointed by me represent a diverse range of experience and expertise which I 
believe is invaluable to the work of the Board.  Further details on membership are set out in 
the Board’s Annual Report which I recently published and is available on my Department’s 
website at www.justice.ie.  

   I announced my intention in 2011 to enact legislation to place the Parole Board on a statu-
tory footing which I believe will help to strengthen the Board and improve its functions.   
Work is under way and progress is being made.  Decisions have yet to be finalised on ex-
actly what role a statutory Parole Board should play, what powers it should have, and how 
it should fit into the overall criminal justice system.  I addressed the inaugural conference of 
the Parole Board in that regard on Friday 25 October, 2013.  The discussions focussed on 
several aspects of the parole process, including the role of victims and the extent to which 
they should be involved in the process, and experience from other jurisdictions.  Those dis-
cussions will also help inform this process. 
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 I have also appointed a group to carry out a strategic review of penal policy.  This is a wide-
ranging and important review with implications for the future direction and implementation 
of penal policy in Ireland.  I expect the group to report early in the new year. When I have 
considered their recommendations, I will bring proposals forward to Government for a 
statutory Parole Board.   As I have said before, in that context I will bear in mind the Depu-
ty’s suggestion on victim representation.

06/05/2014WRT01950Commemorative Events

06/05/2014WRT02000329. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence the changes that have 
occurred to the invitee list for the State’s Easter commemoration; if the list of persons previ-
ously invited has changed in recent years; his views on the way that it will change in the future; 
and if the relatives of those involved in the 1916 Rising will continue to be invited to future 
ceremonies. [19973/14]

06/05/2014WRT02100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Invitations to the annual Easter Sunday 
1916 Commemoration at the GPO are issued by the Department of Defence and, whilst the 
Department of the Taoiseach has overall oversight of this Commemoration, the Minister for 
Defence is the host for the event.  This arrangement dates back to 2006 when a Military Parade 
was held to mark the 90th anniversary of the Rising.  Details of the format of, and arrangements 
for, the commemoration ceremony to be held in 2016 have yet to be finalised by Government 
and, accordingly, at this point in time my Department is continuing to handle enquires received 
regarding invitations to that commemoration. 

In the context of its role in managing and issuing invitations to the annual commemorations 
that have been held up to now, my Department is maintaining a list of names of those who have 
established family links with volunteers who fought during Easter week 1916.  However, until 
precise details on the scale and arrangements for the 2016 event are known, no confirmation can 
be given in relation to invitees.

06/05/2014WRT02150Defence Forces Ombudsman

06/05/2014WRT02200330. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the date on which the Om-
budsman for the Defence Forces will publish an annual report for 2012 and for 2013; if there 
are any statutory obligations with regard to the publication of such reports and the timeframe 
for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19992/14]

06/05/2014WRT02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The office of Ombudsman for the Defence 
Forces (ODF) was established as an independent statutory office, under the Ombudsman (De-
fence Forces) Act 2004. The ODF has full independence and autonomy in the discharge of his 
statutory functions.  Section 7 of the 2004 Act requires the ODF to publish his annual report 
within 4 months of the end of year.  I am advised by the ODF that due to particular circum-
stances, relating to High Court proceedings arising during 2013, the Annual Report for 2012 of 
the ODF was not published.  I am further advised that the ODF expects to publish the said report 
in the first half of this year and the 2013 report will follow shortly thereafter.

06/05/2014WRU0010/05/2014WRU00150Defence Forces Ombudsman Complaints

06/05/2014WRU00200331. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of notifications 
of complaint initiated by serving members of the Defence Forces that were received by the Om-
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budsman for the Defence Forces in 2012; the number received during the tenure of the current 
ombudsman; the number received during the tenure of his predecessor during that year; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [19993/14]

06/05/2014WRU00300332. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of notifica-
tions of complaint initiated by serving members of the Defence Forces that were received by 
the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19994/14]

06/05/2014WRU00400333. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of new cases 
referred to the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces in 2012; the number referred during the ten-
ure of the current ombudsman; the number referred during the tenure of his predecessor during 
that year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19995/14]

06/05/2014WRU00500334. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of final reports 
containing adjudication and final recommendations made in 2012; the number referred dur-
ing the tenure of the current Ombudsman for the Defence Forces; the number referred during 
the tenure of his predecessor during that year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[19996/14]

06/05/2014WRU00600335. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of new cases 
referred to the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces in 2013; the number of final reports contain-
ing adjudication and final recommendations made during 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19997/14]

06/05/2014WRU00700336. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of complaints 
initiated by former members of the Defence Forces that were received by the Ombudsman for 
the Defence Forces in 2012; the number received during the tenure of the current ombudsman; 
the number received during the tenure of his predecessor during that year; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [19998/14]

06/05/2014WRU00800337. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of complaints 
initiated by former members of the Defence Forces that were received by the Ombudsman for 
the Defence Forces in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19999/14]

06/05/2014WRU00900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 331 to 337, 
inclusive, together.  

The Office of the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces was established under the provisions 
of the Ombudsman (Defence Forces) Act 2004 and is an independent Statutory body.  I met 
with the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces, Mr. Patrick Anthony McCourt, on 16 April last 
and the Ombudsman advised me that his Annual Report for 2012, which was delayed due to 
legal proceedings in the High Court, will be issued before the end of June 2014 and that his 
Annual Report for 2013 will issue as soon as possible thereafter.  I have been advised that these 
Reports will contain the information requested by the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRU00950Defence Forces Redress Procedures

06/05/2014WRU01000338. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of complaints 
under section 114 of the Defence Act 1954, as amended, by serving members of the Defence 
Forces that were handled internally through the Defence Forces’ redress of wrongs procedure 
in 2011, 2012 and in 2013; the number that had progressed to the satisfaction of the complain-
ant within 28 days of the complaint being made; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
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[20000/14]

06/05/2014WRU01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 114 of the Defence Act, 1954, as 
amended provides a mechanism whereby any member of the Defence Forces who believes 
themselves wronged in any matter by any superior or other person may seek redress to the per-
ceived wrong.  The objective of the process is to resolve grievances at the earliest possible point 
within the military structure.  The following statistics refer to complaints which were dealt with 
internally through the Defence Forces’ redress of wrong procedure and were not referred on-
ward to the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces.

Complaints under section 114 of the Defence Act, 1954, as amended by serving mem-
bers of the Defence Forces  

Year No. handled internally No. progressed internally to satisfaction of complainant within 28 days
2011 64 21
2012 90 22
2013 89 29

06/05/2014WRU01150Defence Forces Deployment

06/05/2014WRU01200339. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in 
tabular form the number of missions the UN, EU and any other organisations have asked the 
Defence Forces to contribute personnel to in the past ten years; the nature or tasks of the units 
requested to contribute; and where it was decided not to contribute, the relevant rationale.  
[20250/14]

06/05/2014WRU01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Ireland receives requests, from time to time, 
in relation to participation in various missions and these are considered on a case-by-case basis. 
When considering any particular request, the existence of realistic objectives and a clear man-
date, which has the potential to contribute to a political solution, consideration of how the mis-
sion relates to the priorities of Irish foreign policy and the degree of risk involved are amongst 
the factors considered. Other factors taken into account are the level of existing commitments 
to peacekeeping operations and security requirements at home.   Details of the requests received 
by Ireland from the United Nations and European Union since 2004 to contribute Defence 
Forces personnel to missions and the outcome of these requests are contained in the following 
schedule.

REQUESTS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS OF DEFENCE FORCES PERSONNEL TO 
UN/EU MISSIONS (2004-2013)

Mission Nature of Request Outcome
United Nations Disengagement 
Observer Force (UNDOF) (2013)

Contribution of (a) Staff Officers 
to UNDOF headquarters and (b) 
Mechanised Infantry Company for 
the task of Force Mobile Reserve 
with C-IED capability

Following Government and Dáil 
approval, as appropriate, HQ Staff 
and a Force Reserve Company 
have been deployed to UNDOF 
since June and September 2013, 
respectively.

United Nations Mine Action Ser-
vice (Sudan)(UNMAS)(2013)

Specialist Training Team on Con-
ventional Munitions Disposal.

Training team deployed to the 
Mission in August 2010 following 
Government Approval.

United Nations Supervision Mis-
sion in Syria (UNSMIS) (2012)

Military Observers and Explo-
sive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) 
Experts.

Deployed in May 2012 and with-
drawn in August 2012 when the 
mission closed.
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Mission Nature of Request Outcome
United Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) (2010)

Mechanised Infantry Battalion Following Dáil Éireann approval, 
a contingent of the Permanent 
Defence Force has been deployed 
to UNIFIL since June 2011.

European Training Mission in 
Somalia (EUTM Somalia) (2010)

Training Team and Mission Staff 
at mission headquarters.

Following Government approval, 
Defence Forces personnel were 
deployed to the mission between 
April 2010 and April 2014.

European Training Mission in 
Mali (EUTM Mali) (2010)

Training Team to train Malian 
Armed Forces.

A training team was deployed to 
the Mission following Govern-
ment approval in April 2010.

United Nations Mission in the 
Central African Republic and 
Chad (MINURCAT) (2009)

MINURCAT replaced EUFOR 
Tchad/RCA in 2009 with which 
an Irish Battalion and HQ staff 
had been serving.  UN requested 
contributors to EUFOR mission to 
remain on in service with the new 
UN mission.

Ireland continued to provide HQ 
Staff and a Mechanised Infantry 
Battalion of approximately 400 
personnel to the MINURCAT 
mission between March 2009 and 
June 2010.

European Union Naval Force (EU 
NAVFOR) Operation ATALANTA 
(2009)

Naval service personnel (2) for 
operational HQ of Operation 
ATALANTA.

Two Naval Service officers were 
deployed to the Operational HQ 
in Northwood (UK) during period 
June to December 2009.

The United Nations – African 
Union mission in Darfur (UNA-
MID) (2007)

In common with all other UN 
members, Ireland received a gen-
eral request for a range of capa-
bilities for the mission.

The Defence Forces did not have 
the required assets (heavy lift 
equipment etc).  Ireland offered to 
nominate up to eight (8) personnel 
to staff appointments at the Force 
HQ. However, the offer was not 
taken up by the UN.

EUFOR Tchad/RCA (2007) Request for Operations Com-
mander and HQ Support Staff, 
Mechanised Infantry Battalion of 
360 personnel.

Ireland provided a total of 1,677 
personnel to the mission between 
October 2007 and March 2009 
including the Operations Com-
mander.

EUFOR RD Congo (2006) Staff Officers for HQ Seven (7) Irish personnel were 
deployed to mission HQ between 
June 2006 and January 2007.

United Nations Joint Logistics 
Centre (UNJLC) (2005)

Specialist Ordnance and Transport 
Logistics personnel.

A Defence Forces team of four (4) 
personnel were deployed to the 
UNJLC between January and May 
2005.

European Union ACEH Monitor-
ing Mission (AMM)  in Indonesia 
(2005)

Military Observers and EOD 
Experts.

Three (3) Defence Forces person-
nel were deployed during Septem-
ber 2005 and December 2006)

EU Support to African Union Mis-
sion in Sudan (AMIS) (2004)

Request for support staff for EU 
mission.

One (1) Military Observer and 
one (1) Logistics Planner were 
deployed to the mission between 
July 2004 and December 2007.

UN REQUESTS FOR DEFENCE FORCES PERSONNEL WHERE NOMINATIONS 
WERE NOT POSSIBLE OR ASSETS UNAVAILABLE

Mission Nature of Request
United Nations Missions in Sudan (UNMIS) Sudan 
(2006)

Nominations for Officer appointments at mission HQ
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Mission Nature of Request
United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) 
(2013)

Nominations for Judicial Affairs Experts

United Nations Office for West Africa (UNOWA) 
(2013)

Nomination for post of Senior Military Adviser

United Nations Mission in the Republic of South 
Sudan (UNMISS) (2011)

Engineer Company

United Nations Office of the African Union (UNO-
AU) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (2010)

Nominations for Planning Officer appointments

United Nations Mission in Nepal (UNMIN) (2009) Nomination for post of Chief Military Adviser UN-
MIN

United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 
(UNAMA) (2009)

Nominations for Military Liaison Officers and a 
Military Adviser

United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia (UN-
OMIG) (2008)

Nomination for post of Deputy Chief Military Ob-
server for UNOMIG 

United Nations Military Observer Group in India and 
Pakistan (UNMOGIP) (2008)

Nomination for post of Chief Military Observer for 
UNMOGIP

06/05/2014WRU01350Single Payment Scheme Payments

06/05/2014WRU01400340. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a €1,000 single farm payment has ceased in respect of person (details supplied). 
[19978/14]

06/05/2014WRU01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment carried out an examination of land parcels declared under the Single Payment Scheme 
and other area-based Direct Payment Schemes. As part of this review an ineligible area was 
identified and removed from a parcel declared by the person named for the scheme year 2009. 
The person named was notified of this decision and of their right of appeal. Following an appeal 
from the applicant, my Department has carried out a review of the case and has partly accepted 
the appeal submitted. The penalty has been reduced down from €954.13 to €183.88. Therefore, 
the applicant is due a refund of €770.25, which will issue shortly.

06/05/2014WRU01550Single Payment Scheme Payments

06/05/2014WRU01600341. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if full 
complement of single farm payments will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Limerick.  [20007/14]

06/05/2014WRU01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Terms and Conditions of the Single Payment Scheme, an applicant, as well as meeting the 
Scheme criteria, is required to comply with EU regulatory requirements relating to Cross Com-
pliance. A report detailing the findings of an inspection by Limerick County Council on 16 
January 2013 was received by my Department on 4 April 2013. This report detailed breaches 
of cross compliance requirements in relation to Nitrates Regulations and the requirement to 
maintain lands in Good Agriculture and Environmental Condition.

The breaches under the Nitrates Regulations were reported in relation to the maintenance of 
records, the inadequate collection of soiled water, livestock manure and organic fertiliser and 
the stockpiling of farmyard manure on land in breach of regulations governing buffer zones. 
The breaches were deemed serious and intentional resulting in a 60% penalty being determined.



Questions - Written Answers

204

The inspection report also detailed a breach relating to the requirement to maintain lands 
in Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition due to evidence of poaching of lands. This 
resulted in a 5% penalty being determined. However as a similar breach had been recorded at 
an inspection in 2012 rules regarding repetition were applied which resulted in a 15% penalty 
being recorded.

Overall, these breaches resulted in a 75% penalty being applied against the 2013 Single 
Payment Scheme. The person named was notified of this decision on 16 May 2013. The person 
named appealed this decision and was notified of the outcome of the review, which was to up-
hold the original decision, on 6 February 2014.  The person named has appealed this outcome 
to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office and that office will be in contact with the person 
named in due course to arrange an oral hearing.

06/05/2014WRV00150Single Payment Scheme Payments

06/05/2014WRV00200342. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a payment will issue under the 2013 single payment scheme to a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20030/14]

06/05/2014WRV00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
the land parcels declared by the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed 
that one of the land parcels declared by the person named contained ineligible features. As the 
person named applied submitted an application for a review of my Department’s decision, a 
visit by a Department official to verify the position was necessary to progress the matter. This 
verification visit was conducted and the file is being processed. The applicant will be informed 
of the findings of the verification visit as soon as possible.

06/05/2014WRV00350Single Payment Scheme Appeals

06/05/2014WRV00400343. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an appeal of single farm payment for 2013 in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20081/14]

06/05/2014WRV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to 
comply with EU requirements, the 2013 Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme 
application of the person named was selected for a Ground Eligibility/Cross Compliance in-
spection. The Cross Compliance inspection identified breaches in relation to sheep identifica-
tion and registration requirements, resulting in a 3% penalty being applied to the 2013 pay-
ments. The person named was notified of this decision on 17 October 2013. 

The Ground Eligibility inspection identified discrepancies between the area declared and 
the area found, resulting in an over-declaration in area of greater than 20%. Based on the Terms 
and Conditions of the scheme, this resulted in no payment issuing in respect of the 2013 Single 
Payment Scheme. The person named was notified of this decision on 3 January 2014. 

The person named has appealed the inspection decision and this request is currently being 
examined. As part of the review process the person named has recently been asked to submit 
additional documentation in support of their case. The person named will be notified of the out-
come of the review as soon as possible.  In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with 
the outcome of this review, the decision can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals 
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Office, within 3 months.

06/05/2014WRV00550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

06/05/2014WRV00600344. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their AEO scheme payment; the 
reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20087/14]

06/05/2014WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1 September 2011 and full entitlements have issued in respect of the 2011 Scheme 
year.  During a 2012 inspection, the person named was found to have non-compliances in 
respect of the Traditional Hay Meadow, Laying of Hedgerows and Establishment and Mainte-
nance of Habitats actions.  An appeal was lodged on behalf of the person named by his planner 
and following a review of the file, the decision to apply a penalty in relation to the Laying of 
Hedgerows and Establishment and Maintenance of Habitats actions was upheld.  The penalty in 
relation to the Traditional Hay Meadow action was withdrawn by my Department.

The application was processed on this basis in order to make the 75% payment.  There were 
some issues in finalising the 75% payment which have now been resolved and I expect pay-
ment, less penalties due, to issue shortly.  The balancing 25% payment will follow on.  Once 
payment for 2012 issues, the payment for 2013 will be processed as soon as possible.

06/05/2014WRV00750Tax Code

06/05/2014WRV00800345. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will detail the tax implications for farmers arising from his proposal on the transfer of single 
farm payment under the new Common Agricultural Policy scheme which states that 100% of 
leased entitlements may be lost to both lessor and lessee unless a permanent transfer or sale is 
made; if he will take steps to address the significant tax implications associated as a result of 
these sales-transfers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20108/14]

06/05/2014WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My colleague 
the Minister for Finance, Deputy Michael Noonan, has announced his intention to provide a 
capital gains tax (CGT) exemption in this year’s Finance Bill to certain farmers who dispose of 
their single farm payment entitlements on the basis of advice from my Department to transfer 
those entitlements before 15 May.  This issue, which had been the subject of detailed discus-
sions between our two Departments, arose due to a necessary technical adjustment arising from 
the recent changes in the Common Agriculture Policy regulations and affected those who had 
been leasing out all of their farmland and single farm payment entitlements. This decision is 
important in that it maintains confidence in the long-term leasing of farmland and its contri-
bution towards achieving the goals set out in Food Harvest 2020 and it will put an end to the 
uncertainty facing those farmers who would have been adversely affected.

06/05/2014WRV00950Single Payment Scheme Appeals

06/05/2014WRV01000346. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
official from his Department will contact a person (details supplied) in County Limerick in 
respect of the single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20125/14]
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06/05/2014WRV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Area Scheme was received from the person 
named in my Department on 17 June 2013, thus incurring a 100% late penalty, as per the Terms 
and Conditions of the Scheme. The decision was reviewed and upheld by my Department and 
the person named was informed of this and of his right of appeal to the Agricultural Appeals 
Office on 18 December 2013.  The person named has lodged an appeal with the Agricultural 
Appeals Office who will liaise directly with the person named. An official from my Department 
has been in direct contact with the person named regarding this matter. 

06/05/2014WRV01150Milk Quota Issues

06/05/2014WRV01200347. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
timeline for the completion of any inquires into a case (details supplied); if the reports will be 
publicly available; the expected publication date; the actions arising from the case; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20159/14]

06/05/2014WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Investiga-
tions into allegations relating to possible infringements of the milk quota regulations are still 
being carried out by officials in my Department.  It would not be appropriate to comment on the 
details of that investigation while it is underway.

06/05/2014WRV01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

06/05/2014WRV01400348. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on the appeal of a person (details supplied) in respect of the amount of 
money paid to them under the disadvantaged areas scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20205/14]

06/05/2014WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A number 
of the land parcels declared by the person named under the 2013 Schemes initially appeared 
ineligible. Following consideration of the appeal lodged on behalf of the person named, it has 
now been confirmed that the areas in question are eligible. Accordingly, payment under the 
2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme will issue shortly, directly to the nominated bank account 
of the person named.

06/05/2014WRV01550Food Harvest 2020 Strategy

06/05/2014WRV01600349. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will make a statement on Food Harvest 2020. [12887/14]

06/05/2014WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Food 
Harvest 2020 (FH2020) report provided a road map and direction for the agri-food sector up to 
2020. It set stretch targets to be achieved by primary producers, by industry and by exporters 
and also included over 200 actions to be implemented by all the key stakeholders.  Its headline 
targets were to increase by 2020 the value of: 

- Primary output in the agriculture, fisheries and forestry sector by 33%;

- Value added production by 40%;
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- Agriculture, food (including seafood) and drink exports by 42%;

In addition, a 50% increase in milk production and a 78% increase in the volume of aqua-
culture production was envisaged.

Implementation of this report is driven by the High Level Implementation Committee 
(HLIC), which I chair and which also involves the chief executives of the main state bodies. In 
addition, the HLIC engages with the agri-food related commitments in the Action Plan for Jobs 
to provide cohesive direction and focus for the sector.

Annual progress reports on progress are produced, the 3rd and latest being Milestones for 
Success 2013.  On its headline targets, the current position is that the sector has achieved 
growth in value in excess of 33% for primary production (CSO 2013 advance estimate), 20% 
in gross value-added output (CSO 2011 data ) and a 24% increase in the value of exports (Bord 
Bia 2013 data) compared to the baseline period. In addition to noting progress on the main 
sectoral targets, the 215 recommendations in FH2020 and advance benchmarks set in 2010, 
the Milestones for Success report (http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/agri-food-
industry/foodharvest2020/Milestones2013110913.pdf) also documented progress on achieve-
ments under a range of other initiatives for the sustainable development of the agri-food and 
fisheries sector. These included improved policy environment outcomes, industry investment, 
SME credit facilities and case studies on improved competitiveness, sustainability, collabora-
tive working, innovation and entrepreneurship.

The result of this sustained focus on the ‘Smart’, ‘Green’ themes in Food Harvest 2020 
is that the agri-food and fishing industry has grown in size and importance.  It now plays a 
very  significant role in national economic development, providing the primary employment for 
175,300 people or 9.2% of total employment, 12.3% of all merchandise exports and 23% of all 
industry turnover.

Further opportunities exist to increase our exports to countries such as China, Africa, South 
East Asia and the Middle East and there will be opportunities arising for increased market ac-
cess from the negotiation of Free Trade Agreements.  I therefore believe that the agri-food and 
fisheries sector is well placed to meet the Food Harvest targets, and to continue to make a sub-
stantial contribution to Ireland’s export-led economic recovery.

06/05/2014WRV01750Single Payment Scheme Appeals

06/05/2014WRV01800350. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2013 single farm payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20312/14]

06/05/2014WRV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
the land parcels declared by the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed 
that several of the land parcels declared by the person named contained ineligible features. The 
person named was advised of this in a letter in October 2013. He subsequently sent in a letter of 
appeal in November 2013 but did not offer any substantive information regarding the ineligible 
features. To this end, the appeal was rejected and the person named was advised of the outcome 
in a letter dated 3 February 2014. The person named has been advised of his right to appeal to 
the Agriculture Appeals Office. To date there is no record of any appeal.

06/05/2014WRV01950Forestry Management
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06/05/2014WRV02000351. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will confirm that only larch trees were removed from Gougane Barra; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20346/14]

06/05/2014WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as the management of their forest estate, are the respon-
sibility of the company.  As advised to the Deputy in March, Phytophthora ramorum was con-
firmed on Japanese larch trees in Gougane Barra Forest Park, County Cork, earlier this year. 
To prevent the further spread of the disease, control measures were implemented in accordance 
with Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine protocols. Felling the infected trees is 
the appropriate measure with the aim of preventing further spread by limiting spore production.

In relation to the actual removal of trees, Coillte has advised that 70% of the volume felled 
in Gougane Barra was Larch and that the remaining 30% was made up of Lodgepole pine 
(19%) and Sitka spruce (11%). I am advised that these areas were felled along with the larch be-
cause they were either in intimate mixtures with the Larch or would have been small blocks of 
these other species remaining isolated in the forest and would have blown over in the first storm 
event.  I understand that, subsequently, there was substantial wind-blow in other parts of the 
Forest Park after Storm Darwin and Coillte advise that removal of these extra species proved 
to be the prudent option as going back to harvest these isolated blocks would have proven very 
difficult.

06/05/2014WRV02150Felling Licence Application Numbers

06/05/2014WRV02200352. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine in relation to the tidy up operations after the recent storms and particularly in regard to 
trees on roadsides and on private lands which were not commercial plantations, the number of 
felling licences that were issued for health and safety issues and/or other reasons connected to 
the storms; the record of site inspections prior to issue of licences by Forest Service inspectors; 
the number of consultations that occurred with the National Parks and Wildlife Service officials 
where trees were in, or bordered on, ecologically sensitive sites; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20347/14]

06/05/2014WRV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Where trees 
are damaged by storms or wind-blow, there may be health and safety concerns at the location 
of these trees, be it from trees still standing, blown, partially blown, or completely uprooted 
or snapped. The Department must put the safety of members of the public above all else and 
therefore facilitates the felling of trees that pose a risk to public safety, regardless of their age or 
aesthetic value. Safety is a consideration throughout the relevant legislation - the Forestry Act, 
1946, has exemptions from the need for a licence for trees “standing within one hundred feet of 
any building other than a wall or temporary structure” or where “the tree is certified by a local 
authority as dangerous to road traffic on account of age or condition”.  In addition, under the 
Roads Act, 1993, there is an onus on local authorities and landowners to ensure that roadside 
trees do not pose a risk to traffic. In this context, it is therefore essential that all tidy up opera-
tions after the recent storms, and particularly in regard to trees on roadsides, are performed as 
quickly and safely as possible.

There have been 134 tree felling licences issued to date in respect of storm damaged trees. 
Of these cases the majority will have health and safety concerns but 17 applications specifically 
stated that there were safety concerns. Each application was reviewed by a forestry inspector, 
resulting in the need for 2 site inspections. 5 applications were referred to National Parks and 
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Wildlife Service for its comments.

06/05/2014WRW00150Forestry Sector

06/05/2014WRW00200353. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of tree health reports compiled by arborists or tree surgeons that were examined 
by the Forest Service before issuing licences to cut dangerous trees during the same period, 
from 20 December to date; the number of these tree health reports that were requested by the 
Forest Service before issuing licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20348/14]

06/05/2014WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Depart-
ment received one tree health report as supporting documentation for a tree felling licence to 
fell storm damaged trees. This report was duly examined and a general felling licence issued.  
It is not Department policy to put additional costs and an extra administrative burden on felling 
licence applicants by requesting such reports when Forest Service Inspectors are fully quali-
fied to assess the need and justification for a felling licence. The Department is the competent 
authority for regulating tree felling and licences are issued by my Department based on assess-
ments by Forest Service Inspectors – such assessments may or may not be aided by arborist or 
tree surgeon reports, or other supporting documentation.

06/05/2014WRW00350Child and Family Agency Remit

06/05/2014WRW00400354. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
her plans to give the National Educational Welfare Board authority to monitor children’s atten-
dances from their first day of school instead of from the date they turn six in view of the fact that 
a child may start school from age four and that a habit of not sending their child to school may 
be formed in that two year period which then is very difficult to tackle; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20168/14]

06/05/2014WRW00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy 
may be aware the functions and operational responsibilities of the former National Educational 
Welfare Board (NEWB) are now part of the Child and Family Agency, which was established 
on 1 January 2014. Since this date the staff of the former NEWB, including its Educational 
Welfare Officers, have transferred to the new Agency.  Within the Child and Family Agency, 
the statutory Education Welfare Service (EWS) has specific authority for the Agency’s general 
functions to monitor school attendance and ensure that each child attends a recognised school 
or otherwise receives a certain minimum education. 

The Education (Welfare) Act, 2000, provides the legislative framework for promoting 
school participation, retention and regular attendance as well as tackling the causes of absen-
teeism and early school leaving. The legislative provisions include distinct responsibilities for 
parents, school authorities and the Agency in respect of school attendance.  Every child has a 
right to an education and it is a parental responsibility to ensure that children of compulsory 
school age attend school or otherwise receive an education. 

Recognised schools are required to record and monitor daily attendance for all students en-
rolled in the school, irrespective of the age of the student. Schools must report patterns of non-
attendance or concerns about the educational welfare of individual students, including those 
aged under 6 years, to the designated Educational Welfare Officer (EWO). The EWO will then 
work with the family, the school and other services where appropriate to improve attendance 
and participation in school. 



Questions - Written Answers

210

There is no legislative impediment to proactive intervention by schools and the Agency to 
positively support parents of children under six years of age who may be experiencing difficul-
ties. However, as compulsory school attendance does not extend to children under six years of 
age, EWOs cannot consider a prosecution against parents of children under six. It is important 
to understand that the Act requires the Agency to exhaust all welfare interventions to remedy 
the situation before considering legal action in any case.  The focus of an Educational Welfare 
Officer’s work centres on establishing the barriers preventing a child from attending school 
regularly and then working with the family to resolve these issues. If appropriate or necessary, 
the EWO will link in with other agencies and support services. Therefore only a small percent-
age of the overall casework ends up with parents being prosecuted.

06/05/2014WRW00550Foster Care Supports

06/05/2014WRW00600355. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if fi-
nancial assistance is available for fostering children (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20240/14]

06/05/2014WRW00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under the Child 
Care Act, 1991 and the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013, the Child and Family Agency has 
a statutory duty to promote the welfare of children who are not receiving adequate care and pro-
tection.  The majority of children in care are in foster care, one third of whom are placed with 
relatives.  The Child and Family Agency receive a child into care where it appears that a child 
requires care and protection that he is unlikely to receive unless he is taken into care.  Children 
are not received into care for the purpose of alleviating financial hardship.  The Department of 
Social Protection provides for a guardianship payment in such circumstances. 

The Department of Social Protection has advised that Guardian’s payment (contributory) 
and guardian’s payment (non-contributory) are payments made to a person caring for a child 
who is defined as an orphan under Social Welfare legislation; both of whose parents are dead, or 
a child whose parent or parents have abandoned and failed to provide for them.  In cases where 
one or both of the child’s parents are still alive, a Deciding Officer considers all of the evidence 
available, including the nature of the relationship between the parent(s) and the children con-
cerned, in order to establish whether or not the children in question have been abandoned.

06/05/2014WRW00750Inter-Country Adoptions

06/05/2014WRW00800356. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide an update on the status of the bilateral adoption agreement between Russia and Ireland; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [20003/14]

06/05/2014WRW00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Efforts are on-
going in my Department in relation to a bilateral agreement on intercountry adoption between 
Ireland and the Russian Federation. A delegation of Russian officials travelled to Ireland in 
October 2013 for further discussions on a bilateral agreement on intercountry adoption between 
Ireland and the Russian Federation. The meeting was very positive and detailed discussions 
took place between the Russian officials and officials from my Department, the Adoption Au-
thority of Ireland, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Health Service Execu-
tive.  My Department prepared revised draft wording on a number of specific points which were 
forwarded to the Russian Authorities in February of this year. In transmitting these revisions it 
was suggested that should these revisions be acceptable to the Russian Federation, it would be 
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useful for both sides to meet again for further discussions.

06/05/2014WRW00950Child Care Services Provision

06/05/2014WRW01000357. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
funding available from her Department for a community playgroup (details supplied) to build 
its own premises; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [20260/14]

06/05/2014WRW01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Considerable 
capital funding was made available to community and commercial mainstream childcare pro-
viders for the development and refurbishment of childcare facilities under the National Child-
care Investment Programme (NCIP) 2006-2010, and previously under the Equal Opportunities 
Childcare Programme (EOCP).  Because of the economic situation, a review of capital expendi-
ture was undertaken in 2009 and following this a decision was taken not to approve any further 
capital grant applications under the NCIP programme. 

I did secure capital funding totalling almost €9m in 2012 and 2013 under two capital pro-
grammes to support the ongoing improvement of established childcare services participating 
in one or more of the childcare support programmes implemented by my Department.  These 
programmes were over subscribed with the result that the funding available to qualifying ap-
plicants was limited. 

I have also provided a further €2.5 million in 2014 for maintenance and upgrade of com-
munity/not-for-profit childcare services.  The objective of this funding is to ensure that previ-
ously funded community facilities remain fit-for-purpose, maintain and improve quality, and to 
make community service more efficient and sustainable through improving the energy rating 
of these facilities. The closing date for applications for grants under this programme, which 
will be administered by Pobal on behalf of my Department, is 7 May 2014 and full details is 
available on the Pobal website at www.pobal.ie.  There is no further capital funding available 
to my Department this year of the scale that would assist new childcare providers to purchase 
or develop new premises.

06/05/2014WRW01150Child Care Services Funding

06/05/2014WRW01200358. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the funding 
streams available to community child care facilities with particular reference to facilities in 
rural locations which are the only child care providers for significant distances; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [20305/14]

06/05/2014WRW01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A number of 
childcare support programmes are implemented by my Department to support parents with the 
cost of childcare. These include the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, 
the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme, the Childcare Education and Train-
ing Support (CETS)  programme and the new After-school Childcare programme.  These pro-
grammes represent an annual investment of approximately €260 million in childcare supports. 

The ECCE programme is a universal programme to which all children have access and pro-
vides a free pre-school year to eligible children in the year before commencing primary school.  
This programme is provided by both community and commercial services and the funding al-
located to each service is based on the number of qualifying children and the level of service 
provided.  
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The Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme is confined to community not-
for-profit childcare services and provides targeted funding primarily to support lower income 
and disadvantaged families. The funding provided is used by the participating services to re-
duce the weekly fees charged to qualifying families. This programme is presently closed to new 
entrants and new community childcare services seeking to enter the CCS programme can only 
do so if they are in a position to replace an existing community services that has opted out of 
the programme and support the parents who had previously used that service. 

Funding is also provided by my Department to support the Childhood Education and Train-
ing Support (CETS) programme which targets funding to support parents seeking to return to 
the workforce who are participating in Solas or Education and Training Boards education and 
training programmes. This programme also supports Community Employment scheme partici-
pants along with supporting social welfare recipients returning to the workforce with the cost 
of after school care.

The After-school Childcare scheme is targeted to support  low-income parents returning to 
the workforce.  The aim of this initiative is to ensure that affordable and quality childcare is 
available to disadvantaged families when work opportunities are offered.  The CETS and After-
school programmes are provided by both community and commercial childcare services and 
the funding provided is used by the services to reduce the weekly fees charged to qualifying 
parents.  

Capital funding grants to childcare services for major developments were discontinued fol-
lowing a review by Government of all capital expenditure in 2009.  I did secure capital funding 
totalling €9 million in 2012 and 2013 to support ongoing improvement of established childcare 
services participating in one or more of the childcare support programmes implemented by my 
Department.  I secured a further €2.5 million in 2014 for maintenance and upgrade of com-
munity/not-for-profit childcare services to ensure that previously funded community facilities 
remain fit-for-purpose and in a position to deliver quality services.

06/05/2014WRW01350Hospice Services

06/05/2014WRW01400359. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health if funding to address the shortfall 
in capital funding for expansion which was promised to Galway Hospice in 2012 was put in 
place; if not, the reasons this funding was not put in place; the timeframe for when it will be 
provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19279/14]

06/05/2014WRW01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRW01550Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

06/05/2014WRW01600360. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on the fair deal 
scheme in 2011, 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20140/14]

06/05/2014WRW01700361. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of eligible clients that 
were beneficiaries of the fair deal scheme in 2011, 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20141/14]

06/05/2014WRW01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 360 and 361 together.
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As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

06/05/2014WRW01850Services for People with Disabilities

06/05/2014WRW01900362. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if it is a requirement that a 
person with a disability such as Down’s syndrome would be required to have been signed off by 
their service provider before being employed by a local authority; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19979/14]

06/05/2014WRW02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Issues con-
cerning the terms and conditions of employment operated by a local authority are a matter for 
the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government. However I am not 
aware of any reason why an individual would require to be signed off by a disability service 
provider before taking up employment.

Many individuals with intellectual, physical or mental health disabilities gain full-time or 
part-time employment in the open labour market but may still receive health-funded supports 
on an intermittent or continuing basis, depending on their individual needs and abilities. The 
HSE and the voluntary disability agencies recognise the importance of employment to people 
with disabilities and are committed to supporting the participation of people with disabilities in 
the social and economic lives of their communities. 

One of the key actions in the National Disability Strategy Implementation Plan, which I 
published last year, is the development of a cross-sectoral employment strategy for people with 
disabilities. Accordingly, the National Disability Authority has recently completed a draft ten-
year Comprehensive Employment Strategy at my request. The draft Strategy, which is currently 
with the Disability Stakeholder Group for consideration, is due to be published at the end of this 
year as set out in the national Action Plan for Jobs 2014.

06/05/2014WRW02050HSE Properties

06/05/2014WRW02100363. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if St. James’s Hospital is 
considering purchasing Basin Street flats, Dublin 8.  [19981/14]

06/05/2014WRW02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRX00150Cancer Screening Programmes

06/05/2014WRX00200364. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a proposal to 
expand breast cancer screening for women under 50 years of age as statistics are proving that an 
increasing number of persons aged under 50 years are suffering from breast cancer. [19984/14]

06/05/2014WRX00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The BreastCheck Programme provides free 
mammograms every two years to all women aged 50-64.  BreastCheck continually reviews new 
and emerging evidence on screening benefits, including the optimum age range for screening.  
International evidence does not support the introduction of population-based breast screening 
below the age of 50.  Women of any age who have concerns about breast cancer should seek the 
advice of their GP who will, if appropriate, refer them to the symptomatic breast services in one 
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of the eight designated cancer centres.

06/05/2014WRX00350Nursing Education

06/05/2014WRX00400365. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that there are 
300 people on the waiting list for nursing orientation courses in the Cork University Hospital 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19986/14]

06/05/2014WRX00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department initiated discussions with 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) to increase the number of adaptation places for nurses and 
midwives wishing to work in Ireland.  As a result, the Office of the Nursing and Midwifery 
Services Director has been actively working with HSE Acute Hospital Services and Nursing 
Homes Ireland to increase the number of adaptation and assessment places available to nurses 
and midwives who require these placements.  A one year project will commence shortly which 
should result in an increased number of places being available from July 2014.  At present ar-
rangements are being finalised for this project and a communication will be issued via Nursing 
Homes Ireland when this is agreed.  In relation to your particular query, I have forwarded this 
to the HSE for direct response to you.

06/05/2014WRX00575Hospital Appointment Status

06/05/2014WRX00600366. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for surgery will 
be expedited in respect of a person in County Limerick.  [19987/14]

06/05/2014WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.   In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to him on this matter.

06/05/2014WRX00750Medical Card Applications

06/05/2014WRX00800367. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of persons in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [20017/14]

06/05/2014WRX00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRX00950Nursing Staff Provision
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06/05/2014WRX01000368. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the action he will take to expedite 
emergency visas for nurses and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20018/14]

06/05/2014WRX01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The processing of visas for nurses is a matter 
for the Department of Justice.  Before a visa application can be submitted it is necessary for a 
person to obtain an employment permit.  The issuance of employment permits is a matter for 
the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  Where necessary, arrangements are in place 
to expedite the processing of employment permits and visas.

06/05/2014WRX01150Nursing Staff Provision

06/05/2014WRX01200369. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the long delays with An Bord Altranais to clear PIN numbers for nurse registration and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [20019/14]

06/05/2014WRX01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Registration of nurses and midwives is the 
responsibility of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (NMBI).  I have forwarded your 
request to the NMBI for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRX01350Dental Services Provision

06/05/2014WRX01400370. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a replacement set of den-
tures will be provided to a person in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [20021/14]

06/05/2014WRX01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Dental Treat-
ment Service Scheme (DTSS) provides access to dental treatment for adult medical card hold-
ers.  All medical card holders are entitled to specific dental treatments, e.g., an annual dental 
examination, two fillings in each calendar year, extractions as necessary.  Additional treatments 
are available to persons with specific medical conditions including persons in receipt of care 
or services for a disability and persons on a register of disability.  The HSE has been asked to 
examine the specific query raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

06/05/2014WRX01550Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

06/05/2014WRX01600371. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the assistance that will 
be offered to a person (details supplied) in County Wexford in relation to the urgent funding 
needed under the nursing homes support package; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20022/14]

06/05/2014WRX01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRX01750Hospital Waiting Lists

06/05/2014WRX01800372. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the reason a child (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare while on the urgent list for surgery in Crumlin children’s hospital is 
unable to obtain a surgery date, the impact of which has the potential to create secondary long 
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term effects; when will the child be provided with a surgery date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20028/14]

06/05/2014WRX01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to him on this matter.

06/05/2014WRX01950Long-Term Illness Scheme Applications

06/05/2014WRX02000373. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an applica-
tion for long-term illness card in respect of a person, details supplied, in County Limerick. 
[20032/14]

06/05/2014WRX02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the HSE has been asked to 
investigate the details of this case and reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

06/05/2014WRX02175Hospital Waiting Lists

06/05/2014WRX02200374. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to progress 
the health situation of a person (details supplied) in County Waterford who has been on a wait-
ing list for a gastric bypass since 2008; the length of time they will be expected to wait for this 
procedure; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this person also needs a hip replace-
ment but their orthopaedic surgeon is delaying the operation until they receive a gastric bypass; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20034/14]

06/05/2014WRX02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

06/05/2014WRY00200Departmental Funding

06/05/2014WRY00300375. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the amount of money his Depart-
ment annually allocates to Cheshire Homes, both nationally and on an individual home basis. 
[20066/14]

06/05/2014WRY00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRY00500Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

06/05/2014WRY00600376. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if mental health illness will be in-
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cluded in the long-term illness scheme. [20067/14]

06/05/2014WRY00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Regulations were 
made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions covered by the Long Term Illness 
Scheme. The Health Services (Amendment) Regulations, 1971 (S.I. No. 277/1971) provides 
that  Mental Illness in a person under 16 is covered under the scheme.

06/05/2014WRY00800Nursing Home Subventions

06/05/2014WRY00900377. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a reduction has been put 
in place for nursing home cost in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. 
[20091/14]

06/05/2014WRY01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRY01100Medical Card Reviews

06/05/2014WRY01200378. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
determination of a medical card review in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20094/14]

06/05/2014WRY01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRY01400Health Services

06/05/2014WRY01500379. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Health the savings that will accrue to 
the State by reducing the number of post-mastectomy bras to be given to each person follow-
ing breast cancer surgery, from two bras every year to only one bra every two years; if he will 
confirm that this saving applies only to medical card holders; if this policy applies nationally; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20098/14]

06/05/2014WRY01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): All women who have had breast cancer sur-
gery are entitled to their first prosthesis and two bras free of charge.  A set policy is not in place 
in regard to the longer-term provision of bras to post-mastectomy patients who hold medical 
cards.  Mastectomy bras in such cases are normally provided through Local Health Offices 
on foot of prescriptions issued by a Consultant or a GP.  A national group has recently been 
established in the HSE to review practices in this area and to develop a national policy on the 
provision of prosthesis bras, as well as hairpieces, for cancer patients.  It is anticipated that the 
Group will complete its work in the first half of 2015.

06/05/2014WRY01700Prescription Charges
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06/05/2014WRY01800380. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry has to pay the maximum €25 per month prescription charge when 
the person has a long-term illness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20100/14]

06/05/2014WRY01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical card hold-
ers are required to pay a €2.50 charge (per item) for medicines and other prescription items 
supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of €25 per month for each person 
or family. Charges are not payable in respect of items supplied under the Long Term Illness 
Scheme.  The HSE is responsible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, 
the HSE has been asked to investigate the details of this case and reply to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

06/05/2014WRY02000Medical Card Applications

06/05/2014WRY02100381. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20101/14]

06/05/2014WRY02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRY02300Medical Card Reviews

06/05/2014WRY02400382. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
reaching a conclusion in respect of a review of eligibility to a medical card in the case of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Kildare; if the current card will be extended in the event of a 
delay in making decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20103/14]

06/05/2014WRY02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRY02600Dental Services Waiting Lists

06/05/2014WRY02700383. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for dental 
treatment and extractions will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20105/14]

06/05/2014WRY02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Dental services to 
children up to 16 years are provided by the Public Dental Service of the HSE. The service is 
targeted at children at key stages in their development. Children are given dental examinations 
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and any follow-up treatment required at these stages. When required, emergency dental treat-
ment is available to all children up to 16 years. The HSE has been asked to examine the specific 
query raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

06/05/2014WRY02900Medical Card Reviews

06/05/2014WRY03000384. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in respect of 
a medical card review application in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20110/14]

06/05/2014WRY03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRY03200Medical Card Applications

06/05/2014WRY03300385. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card will 
issue in the case of persons (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20111/14]

06/05/2014WRY03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRZ00200Medical Card Reviews

06/05/2014WRZ00300386. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in respect 
of a medical card review application in the case of persons (details supplied) in County West-
meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20112/14]

06/05/2014WRZ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRZ00500Medical Card Reviews
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06/05/2014WRZ00600387. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in respect of 
a medical card review in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20113/14]

06/05/2014WRZ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRZ00800HSE Expenditure

06/05/2014WRZ00900388. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of the 
Health Service Executive transport bill, including taxis, for counties Longford and Westmeath 
for each of the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20114/14]

06/05/2014WRZ01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRZ01100Autism Support Services

06/05/2014WRZ01200389. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of au-
tism facilities in counties Longford and Westmeath including his plans for improving and ensur-
ing the rights of persons with autism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20115/14]

06/05/2014WRZ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Autism Spec-
trum Disorder (ASD) is a complex neurodevelopmental condition that not only affects approxi-
mately one in every 100 citizens in Europe, but also impacts on their families and society at 
large.  

This Government is committed to providing specialist disability supports to enable each in-
dividual with a disability including those with ASD, to achieve his or her full potential and max-
imise independence, including living as independently as possible.  Services are provided in a 
variety of community and residential settings in partnership with service users, their families 
and carers and a range of statutory, non-statutory, voluntary and community groups.  Services 
provided by ASD ‘Service Providers’ include assessment, diagnosis and ongoing treatment and 
intervention supports.  Ongoing interventions and supports may include home support services, 
respite services and multi-disciplinary team supports to assess the individual needs of each per-
son with ASD and provide for the appropriate interventions. 

The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has been examining issues around autism across 
Government Departments in association with the National Disability Authority (NDA). This 
work by the NDA, which has included consultation with families, will be of significant assis-
tance in informing how best to address the needs of people with ASD so that we can be sure that 
they are appropriately reflected and included in policies and actions. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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06/05/2014WRZ01400Care of the Elderly Funding

06/05/2014WRZ01500390. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health his plans on potential national 
funding streams for senior citizen community organsiations; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20116/14]

06/05/2014WRZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRZ01700Medical Card Eligibility

06/05/2014WRZ01800391. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding entitle-
ment to a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20117/14]

06/05/2014WRZ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRZ02000Home Help Service Eligibility

06/05/2014WRZ02100392. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home help 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20124/14]

06/05/2014WRZ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRZ02300Health Services

06/05/2014WRZ02400393. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health when occupational and phys-
iotherapy will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [20127/14]

06/05/2014WRZ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRZ02600Autism Support Services

06/05/2014WRZ02700394. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 217 of 26 February 2014, the persons who advised him on not considering ABA 
as a medical treatment for children with autism in Ireland; the criteria used to determine if ABA 
should or should not be considered as a medical treatment for children with autism in Ireland; 
if he will provide details of any research consulted to make a decision on same; and the details 
of any discussions he had with experts and their names and titles.  [20128/14]
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06/05/2014WRZ02800395. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that ABA is listed as a treatment for autism on the Health Service Executive 
website; and the HSE policy documents, guidance and circulars governing ABA as a treatment 
for individuals with autism.  [20129/14]

06/05/2014WRZ02900396. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the Health Service Execu-
tive recommended service providers relating to the provision of ABA services for persons with 
autism.  [20130/14]

06/05/2014WRZ03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 394 to 396, 
inclusive, together.

The reply given to PQ 217 of 26 February 2014 was based on advice received from the Of-
fice of the Chief Medical Officer in my Department.  Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) is one 
of a number of approaches that are used, predominantly in educational settings, when working 
with children with autism spectrum disorders.  It is not considered a medical treatment in Ire-
land.  This was confirmed by the HSE.   

Information on a wide range of matters is available on the HSE’s website and not all of this 
is health-related.  It should be noted that the information provided is intended as a public in-
formation resource and should never replace the advice or assessment of a qualified healthcare 
professional.  The HSE has indicated that it will examine the content on Applied Behaviour 
Analysis (ABA) on the website to ensure its appropriateness.  The HSE provides services for in-
dividuals with autism, either directly or through a range of voluntary service providers.  Health 
clinicians will assess each child individually and provide appropriate interventions.

06/05/2014WRAA00150Care of the Elderly Provision

06/05/2014WRAA00200397. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a local meals on wheels 
service can be accommodated in the Branganstown area in Kilcock, County Kildare; his plans 
to implement such a service in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20131/14]

06/05/2014WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRAA00350Medical Card Applications

06/05/2014WRAA00400398. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if additional documentation 
has been received in respect of medical card application in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; if and when determination of eligibility will be complete; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20135/14]

06/05/2014WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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06/05/2014WRAA00550Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

06/05/2014WRAA00600399. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate 
reports that a major problem has arisen with hearing aids in the County Donegal area following 
a decision by the Health Service Executive to employ a private contractor to supply same; that 
many of its customers have apparently been asked to pay in the region of €100 to this company 
for their new hearing aids, which it is reported are not fit for purpose and that the HSE has now 
had to replace the products itself at substantial cost; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [20142/14]

06/05/2014WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRAA00750Services for People with Disabilities

06/05/2014WRAA00800400. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if long-term residents with a 
disability in Stewarts Hospital service will be sent back to live in the community and if proper 
support will be provided.  [20143/14]

06/05/2014WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRAA00950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

06/05/2014WRAA01000401. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the person who monitors the 
operation of health care systems and standards in special schools where pupils have acute health 
care needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20145/14]

06/05/2014WRAA01100402. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the number of special 
schools that are block grant funded by the Health Service Executive to assist with nursing 
health and hygiene related costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20147/14]

06/05/2014WRAA01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 401 and 402 
together.

The particular issues raised by the Deputy are service matters for the Health Service Ex-
ecutive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the Deputy’s questions to be referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRAA01250Health Services Staff

06/05/2014WRAA01300403. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the number of special 
schools that have full-time or part-time nurses; the number of those that are nurses in the direct 
employment of the Health Service Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[20148/14]

06/05/2014WRAA01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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06/05/2014WRAA01450Hospital Waiting Lists

06/05/2014WRAA01500404. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health his views on oral surgery patients 
being transferred to Beaumont Hospital from the Letterkenny General Hospital waiting list; if 
the Health Service Executive exhausted all other options or potential solutions such as availing 
of services across the Border in Derry; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the West-
ern Trust, which operates Altnagalvin Hospital and previously accepted Letterkenny oral sur-
gery referrals, has made a policy decision, based on costs, to refer its oral surgery patients to a 
private dental clinic in Derry city; if he will consider referring Letterkenny oral surgery patients 
to that same facility as an alternative; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20155/14]

06/05/2014WRAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the detailed queries raised by 
the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
to him directly.

06/05/2014WRAA01650Hospital Services

06/05/2014WRAA01700405. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide funding to 
Sligo Regional Hospital to enable it to take the remaining steps to become a fully functional 
diabetes centre for the north-west-west region for children and teens with type 1 diabetes (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20157/14]

06/05/2014WRAA01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRAA01850Speech and Language Therapy

06/05/2014WRAA01900406. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
on waiting lists for speech and language therapy here; if speech and language therapists on 
maternity or long-term sick leave are replaced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[20163/14]

06/05/2014WRAA02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As these are service 
matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRAA02050General Medical Services Scheme Administration

06/05/2014WRAA02100407. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the total amount paid to medical 
doctors under the medical card and general medical services schemes by the Health Service 
Executive in 2013; if he will provide a breakdown of that figure in tabular form citing the names 
of the top 100 recipients under the schemes; and the amounts paid to each of these persons or 
companies. [20164/14]

06/05/2014WRAA02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): General Practitio-
ners (GPs) are reimbursed by the HSE’s Primary Care Reimbursement Service for a range of 
services they provide to medical card and GP visit card holders.  Therefore, this matter has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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06/05/2014WRBB00150National Strategy on Dementia Implementation

06/05/2014WRBB00200408. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the national 
strategy on dementia; if a timescale has been set out for its implementation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20165/14]

06/05/2014WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The number 
of people living with dementia in Ireland is expected to increase threefold to approximately 
132,000 by 2041.  The Government has accordingly given a commitment to develop a national 
Alzheimer’s and other dementias strategy to increase awareness, ensure early diagnosis and in-
tervention and ensure development of enhanced community based services.  In April 2013, the 
Minister for Health and I established a National Advisory Group to assist in developing the Irish 
National Dementia Strategy.  Work on this is well advanced and the Strategy will be published 
in the coming months.  Implementation will commence immediately after publication, with the 
initial emphasis being on actions that can be progressed within existing resources.

06/05/2014WRBB00350Treatment Abroad Scheme

06/05/2014WRBB00400409. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the total amount paid by the Health 
Service Executive for patients to receive treatment abroad under the E112 scheme in each of the 
years 2009 to 2013, inclusive, and to date in 2014; and if he will provide a list of the specific 
treatments to which these payments pertained, including details of the total amount paid in re-
spect of each type of treatment. [20166/14]

06/05/2014WRBB00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE Treatment Abroad Scheme issues 
form E112 (IE) for specific episodes of care which an approved patient receives in a public hos-
pital in the EU, EEA or Switzerland. The Health Authority of these countries issue invoices for 
care provided to the HSE in the form of E125s.  These invoices (E125s) are received in arrears 
- often up to 2 and 3 years in arrears.  Therefore the figures detailed as follows are the current 
costs on this date and are liable to change as invoices for previous years are received and paid 
and should be read in that context.   

The HSE Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) was centralised into a single office in 2012. 
Prior to this it was administered at various local offices.  Comprehensive figures for the TAS 
prior to the centralisation of the Scheme are not available. 

Year Cost Comment
2009 Figures for 2009 are not available
2010 €4,499,806.59 The 2010 and 2011 information relates to information 

available through the central TAS office only. The compre-
hensive information from all previous 10 regional offices is 
not available.

2011 €2,853,332.13 The 2010 and 2011 information relates to information 
available through the central TAS office only. The compre-
hensive information from all previous 10 regional offices is 
not available.

2012 €7,415,570.00
2013 €7,866,628.10
2014 to end March €2,492,801.06

 
Note: Please also bear in mind that the figures are likely to change as invoices from the vari-

ous countries are received in arrears.
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In the interest of patient confidentiality, the HSE cannot disclose details of all treatments 
which patients travel outside the state to receive.  In line with patient confidentiality issues 
and data protection legislation, the HSE does not disclose information where the number of 
patients who availed of a particular treatment numbers less than five in any given year.  On this 
basis, the following are the most common treatment types that patients accessed under the HSE 
Treatment Abroad Scheme: Deep Brain Stimulation; Cardiac Transplantation; Sap Scan; Liver 
Transplantation.

The Deputy has also sought costs per treatment.  The HSE has apologised that it is not pos-
sible to give the costs in this way.  The reasons for this are:

- The referring consultant stipulates the treating consultant and hospital abroad so referrals 
for the same treatment may be provided by different providers and even in different countries 
at different costs;

- The actual cost of a treatment is specific to the needs of the individual patient e.g. one pa-
tient may have no complications and be discharged early while another may have complications 
and require a greater input and/or duration of care.

Therefore to answer the Deputy’s query as to the actual cost of each treatment would require 
the HSE to provide the individual cost of the circa 1,000 episodes of care provided under the 
TAS in any given year.  This in turn would have implications for patient confidentiality so re-
gretfully that information is not available.

06/05/2014WRBB00550Hospital Transfers

06/05/2014WRBB00600410. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if the inter-hospital transfer of 
critically ill subarachnoid haemorrhage patients is considered as an emergency; if the emer-
gency ambulance service can be used for the transfer of such patients; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20178/14]

06/05/2014WRBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRBB00750Medicinal Products Licensing

06/05/2014WRBB00800411. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health when patients with HIV and hepa-
titis C can expect Sovaldi, sofosbuvir, to have a full pharmacoeconomic evaluation be finished 
by the National Centre for Pharmaeconomics. [20179/14]

06/05/2014WRBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
related matter, the HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by the Deputy and 
to reply to her as soon as possible.

06/05/2014WRBB00950Respite Care Services

06/05/2014WRBB01000412. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the respite beds available 
at a facility (detailed supplied); his plans to ensure greater capacity; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20183/14]
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06/05/2014WRBB01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRBB01150HSE Staffing

06/05/2014WRBB01200413. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of voluntary 
redundancies for administrators in the Health Service Executive south as part of the current 
voluntary redundancy programme; the number that have been availed of to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [20185/14]

06/05/2014WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRBB01350HSE Correspondence

06/05/2014WRBB01400414. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will furnish a reply to 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding surgery; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20196/14]

06/05/2014WRBB01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I refer the Deputy to my letter to him of 25 
April in which I outlined that I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to him 
directly on this matter, as it is a service issue.  As the Deputy is aware, the Health Service Ex-
ecutive has fifteen working days in which to respond to such queries.  I have also referred this 
Parliamentary Question to the Health Service Executive, which will  respond to him directly 
on this matter.

06/05/2014WRBB01550Hospital Waiting Lists

06/05/2014WRBB01600415. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a surgical pro-
cedure will be arranged in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20198/14]

06/05/2014WRBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should a patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the 
best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In relation to the 
specific hospital appointment query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRBB01750HSE Funding

06/05/2014WRBB01800416. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form the amount of funding allocated to each day centre in County Donegal over the past five 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20203/14]

06/05/2014WRBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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06/05/2014WRBB01950HSE Funding

06/05/2014WRBB02000417. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health his plans to make funding 
available to day centres in County Donegal in order that they may carry out works to ensure 
full accessibility of wheelchair users to their premises; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20204/14]

06/05/2014WRBB02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRBB02150Travel Subsidy Scheme

06/05/2014WRBB02200418. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the es-
tablishment of the scheme to replace the motorised transport grant and the mobility allowance 
scheme; when the new scheme will be put in place; his views on whether it is acceptable that a 
new scheme has yet to be put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20224/14]

06/05/2014WRBB02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In November 
2013, the Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new travel 
subsidy scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health, in consultation with other relevant Ministers.  The Department of Health is working to 
progress this matter in line with the Government’s decision.  The Department will draw on the 
work, last year, of the Review Group on Transport Supports for People with Disabilities and the 
Inter-Departmental Group tasked by Government to consider details of a statutory replacement 
for the discontinued Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant Schemes.

06/05/2014WRCC00075Health Services Staff Recruitment

06/05/2014WRCC00100419. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of overseas recruitment 
drives to the UK and US undertaken by the Health Service Executive in 2012 and 2013; the 
number of posts offered and filled during each recruitment drive; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20235/14]

06/05/2014WRCC00200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRCC00250Hospital Staff Recruitment

06/05/2014WRCC00300420. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health the reason a vacancy for a 
hospital play specialist has not been filled at Sligo Regional Hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20237/14]

06/05/2014WRCC00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRCC00450Hospital Appointment Delays

06/05/2014WRCC00500421. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a hospital ap-
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pointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.  [20238/14]

06/05/2014WRCC00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

06/05/2014WRCC00650Hospital Appointment Status

06/05/2014WRCC00700422. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry will receive an appointment for a cataracts operation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20248/14]

06/05/2014WRCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.   In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

06/05/2014WRCC00850Medical Card Applications

06/05/2014WRCC00900423. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied).  [20251/14]

06/05/2014WRCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRCC01050Medical Card Applications

06/05/2014WRCC01100424. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20252/14]

06/05/2014WRCC01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRCC01250Health Services Provision
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06/05/2014WRCC01300425. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a long-
term care plan in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [20253/14]

06/05/2014WRCC01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRCC01450Medical Card Applications

06/05/2014WRCC01500426. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20255/14]

06/05/2014WRCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRCC01650Hospital Services

06/05/2014WRCC01700427. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health his views on the current situation 
facing persons in County Donegal who are suffering from age-related macular degeneration 
and who are required to attend hospital in Sligo every six weeks for treatment, as the service 
is not available at Letterkenny General Hospital; his views on recent talks between the oph-
thalmologist in Sligo and Letterkenny General Hospital regarding holding a clinic for these 
injections in County Donegal and confirmation of what stage these discussions are at; if there 
have been funds allocated to address this specific cause of eyesight loss; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [20259/14]

06/05/2014WRCC01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the detailed queries raised by 
the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
to him directly.

06/05/2014WRCC01850Hospital Appointment Status

06/05/2014WRCC01900428. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1007 of 25 March 2014, the reason no reply issued from the Health Service Executive.  
[20264/14]

06/05/2014WRCC02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the Deputy’s further question in 
this matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to him directly.

06/05/2014WRCC02050Medical Card Eligibility
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06/05/2014WRCC02100429. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if eligibility for a medi-
cal card will be re-examined on medical grounds in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20266/14]

06/05/2014WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WRDD00150HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

06/05/2014WRDD00200430. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the expenditure incurred 
by Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9, on agency staff in the years 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014.  
[20276/14]

06/05/2014WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply

06/05/2014WRDD00350Suicide Prevention

06/05/2014WRDD00400431. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time 
suicide prevention officers employed by the National Office for Suicide Prevention in the years 
2012, 2013 and to date in 2014; and the number of these officers working after hours.  [20277/14]

06/05/2014WRDD00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

06/05/2014WRDD00550Medicinal Products Availability

06/05/2014WRDD00600432. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the length of time for which he 
will monitor the progress of the early access to medicines scheme that was recently introduced 
in the UK before examining the possibility of introducing a similar scheme here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [20293/14]

06/05/2014WRDD00700434. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health in advance of any decision re-
garding the possible introduction of an early access of medicines scheme here, if he will con-
sider bringing the pharmaceutical industry together to have preliminary talks in relation to their 
possible participation; and if so how soon would he envisage these talks taking place; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20295/14]

06/05/2014WRDD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 432 and 434 together.

On 14 March 2014, the UK Government announced the introduction of an Early Access to 
Medicines Scheme (EAMS) which aims to give patients with life threatening or seriously debil-
itating conditions access to medicines that have not yet obtained a marketing authorisation from 
the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA).  I understand that, under 
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the EAMS, medicines will be provided to patients at no charge by the relevant pharmaceutical 
company until they are licensed by the MHRA.  I also understand that the UK Government does 
not intend to establish a dedicated fund to support access to medicines under the Scheme.  There 
is currently no equivalent scheme in place in Ireland.  I will continue to closely monitor the 
implementation of the EAMS in the UK. At this stage, it is premature to consider the possibility 
of introducing a similar scheme in Ireland.

06/05/2014WRDD00850Medicinal Products Availability

06/05/2014WRDD00900433. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if there is a definitive list of areas 
of unmet medical need in terms of medicines either off-label or unlicensed; if not, if he will con-
sider the compilation of such a list; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20294/14]

06/05/2014WRDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): It is not possible 
to identify unmet needs in terms of off-label and unauthorised medicines. Under European and 
Irish legislation, medicines must be authorised (licensed) before being placed on the market.  
The legislation provides that a medical practitioner may prescribe an unlicensed medicine for 
use by an individual patient under his direct personal responsibility.  Off-label use of a medicine 
arises where a medicine which is authorised for use for a particular condition is used for the 
treatment of a different condition.  Medicines shortages have become increasingly prevalent in 
recent years and off-label use and use of unlicensed medicines are two of a number of strategies 
used to ensure that the needs of patients are met. At EU level, initiatives have been put in place 
to promote the development of orphan (treatment of rare medical conditions) and paediatric 
medicines to address unmet need in those areas.

The Irish Medicines Board (IMB) operate a notification scheme whereby wholesalers and 
manufacturers are obliged to notify the IMB of requests to import  authorised medicines.  This 
notification scheme provides information on the use of unlicensed medicines.  However, very 
little information is available on the off label use of medicines as a medical practitioner is not 
required to notify such usage to the IMB or HSE.

  Question No. 434 answered with Question No. 432.

06/05/2014WRDD01150Dental Services Provision

06/05/2014WRDD01200435. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if there has been a change in the 
policy of the Dublin Dental University Hospital regarding accepting patients without a referral 
letter from a dentist; if so, the reason for the change in this policy [20297/14]

06/05/2014WRDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There have been no 
changes to the Dublin Dental University Hospital’s patient acceptance procedures, the details of 
which are published on its website and in patient information leaflets.

06/05/2014WRDD01350Medical Card Data

06/05/2014WRDD01400436. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the total number of medical cards 
currently in operation; the total number of GP visit cards in operation; the number of both medi-
cal cards and GP visit cards issued in the past 12 months; the number of reviews which have 
taken place in the past 12 months; the number of cards withdrawn arising from these reviews; 
the reasons for such withdrawals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20300/14]
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06/05/2014WRDD01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I am advised by the 
HSE that, according to most recent statistics at 1 April 2014, the number of persons with medi-
cal card eligibility was 1,799,103 and the number of persons with GP visit card eligibility was 
120,981.  The additional information sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I 
have asked the Health Service Executive to supply this information to me and I will forward it 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

06/05/2014WRDD01550HSE Funding

06/05/2014WRDD01600437. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated to primary care 
in each of the past seven years; if changes in funding have been affected by the reconfiguration 
of services brought about, such as by the introduction of hospital groups or the establishment of 
the Child and Family Agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20301/14]

06/05/2014WRDD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the HSE has its 
own Vote, the determination of the allocation of the Health budget across the various director-
ates is a matter for the HSE.  Therefore, this matter has been referred to the HSE for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRDD01750Primary Care Centres Provision

06/05/2014WRDD01800438. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the number and location of the pri-
mary care centres that have been established since March 2011; the number and location of cen-
tres planned between now and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20302/14]

06/05/2014WRDD01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The development 
of primary care is central to the Government’s objective to deliver a high quality, integrated 
and cost effective health care system. Supporting infrastructure, procured through a combina-
tion of public and private investment, will facilitate the delivery of multidisciplinary primary 
health care.  Considerable progress has been achieved to date.  37 primary care centres have 
been opened since March 2011 and infrastructure development is underway at a further forty 
three locations.  

In addition to the rank of the locations as a result of the 2012 prioritisation exercise, the 
mechanism and timescale for delivery of primary care infrastructure is dependent on a number 
of factors, including GP participation.  Regardless of the delivery mechanism, all potential 
primary care centres are also subject to suitable locations being offered/provided/available and 
to successful planning processes.  In addition, the operational lease mechanism is subject to 
market pressures such as the developers’ access to sufficient financing.

As regards the PPP project, the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) published 
a Prior Indicative Notice (PIN)/Pre-Qualification Questionnaire in the OJEU on 19 December 
2013.  Four submissions were received by the closing date which was 10 March 2014.  Infor-
mation can be located at the following web address: http://www.ndfa.ie/TenderCompetitions/
PrimaryCareCentresPPPProgramme.htm. It is expected that 10-14 sites (indicative number 12 
based on affordability) will be delivered as part of a single PPP contract with the remaining 
centres to be delivered by the HSE using other procurement means.  

As with all capital projects this programme must be considered within the overall capital 
envelope available to the health service.  There will always be more projects than can be funded 
by the Exchequer.  There is limited funding available for new projects over the period 2014-
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2018 given the level of commitments and the costs to completion already in place.  Neverthe-
less, where possible, the HSE’s capital programme will include provision to progress primary 
care centres with the highest ranking following the 2012 national prioritisation exercise by 
direct/own-build in the event that other delivery mechanisms are not feasible. 

Please see the following table, which provides the information on primary care infrastruc-
ture -

- Primary care infrastructure opened since March 2011

- Primary care infrastructure underway 

- The PPP project. 

Primary Care Centres opened since March 2011     Update at 30 April 2014

Count HSE Region County/Area PCT Name/Lo-
cation 

Delivery 
Method

Open

1 DML Dublin Inchicore Direct Build 2011 Q4 
2 DML Dublin Ballyfermot Direct Build 2012 Q3 
3 DML Dublin Rathfarnham Lease 2012 Q4 
4 DML Dublin Churchtown Operational 

Lease
2012 Q4 

5 DML Dublin Dublin City at 
James’s St

Operational 
Lease

2012 Q4 

6 DML Kildare Newbridge Operational 
Lease

2013 Q2 

7 DML Laois Portarlington Operational 
Lease

2011 Q3 

8 DML Longford Longford Town Operational 
Lease

2013 Q2 

9 DML Westmeath Athlone at 
Clonbrusk

Operational 
Lease

2014 Q1

10 DML Dublin Bride St./
Liberties (Old 
Meath Hospital 
Campus)

Operational 
Lease

2014 Q2

11 DNE Dublin Blanchardstown Operational 
Lease

2013 Q4 

12 DNE Meath Dunshaughlin Direct Build 2012
13 DNE Meath Ashbourne Operational 

Lease
2013 Q1 

14 DNE Meath Summerhill Operational 
Lease

2014

15 DNE Louth Carlingford Direct Build 2012
16 DNE Louth Ardee Direct Build 2012
17 DNE Cavan Cootehill Direct Build 2012
18 DNE Cavan Bailieborough Direct Build 2012 Q4 
19 DNE Cavan Cavan Town Operational 

Lease
2012 Q1 

20 DNE Cavan Kingscourt Operational 
Lease

2012 Q3 

21 DNE Cavan Cavan Town at 
Connolly Court

Operational 
Lease

2013 Q2 
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Count HSE Region County/Area PCT Name/Lo-
cation 

Delivery 
Method

Open

22 South Wexford Gorey Operational 
Lease

2012 Q3 

23 South Kilkenny Kilkenny at 
Grange’s Road

Operational 
Lease

2011 Q3 

24 South Kilkenny Callan Operational 
Lease

2011 Q3 

25 South Waterford Tramore Operational 
Lease

2011 Q4 

26 South Cork/South Lee Cork City at 
Mahon

Operational 
Lease

2011 Q4

27 South Cork/North Lee Macroom Operational 
Lease

2012 Q1 

28 South Cork Schull Operational 
Lease

2013 Q4 

29 South Kerry Kenmare Operational 
Lease

2012 Q3 

30 South Kerry West Kerry 
(Dingle)

Direct Build 2013

31 West Limerick Limerick City 
at Abbey St. 
Mary’s

Operational 
Lease

2012 Q1 

32 West Galway Galway City 
East

Operational 
Lease

2011 Q2 

33 West Galway Athenry Operational 
Lease

2013 Q3 

34 West Mayo Ballina Operational 
Lease

2011 Q2 

35 West Roscommon Castlerea Operational 
Lease

2012 Q3 

36 West Roscommon Monksland 
South Roscom-
mon

Operational 
Lease

2012 Q4 

37 West Donegal Glenties Direct Build 2012 Q3 

06/05/2014WRDD01950Hospital Car Park Charges

06/05/2014WRDD02000439. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if it is his policy that profits made 
from the operation of car parking charges at hospitals should be reinvested back into the hospi-
tals to fund patient services and care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20303/14]

06/05/2014WRDD02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

06/05/2014WRDD02150Hospital Waiting Lists

06/05/2014WRDD02200440. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive an appointment with a consultant.  [20315/14]

06/05/2014WRDD02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
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the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to 
him directly.

06/05/2014WREE00150Medicinal Products Licensing

06/05/2014WREE00200441. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the 
issue of manufacturers of pharmaceuticals not renewing licences for certain medications with 
the Irish Medicines Board due to the fact that the number of persons using such medication or 
medication type is outweighed by the cost of seeking the licence; if his attention has been drawn 
to the restrictions this places on pharmacists to offer customers the best value medication or 
medication format; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20320/14]

06/05/2014WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): My Department 
works closely with the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) and the Health Service Executive (HSE) 
to identify and address medicines shortages so as to minimise their impact on the market.  Each 
year a number of medicines are withdrawn from the Irish market for commercial reasons.  Man-
ufacturers are obliged to notify the IMB of their intention to withdraw a medicine from the 
market.  When they intend to withdraw a critical product for which there is no alternative in Ire-
land, they must notify the HSE nine months in advance to give it and the IMB the opportunity 
to source an alternative product for the Irish market.

The IMB engages with manufacturers to facilitate continuity of supply of all medicines 
and particularly critical medicines on the market.  Among the steps taken by the IMB are an 
expedited review of submissions for authorisation and the facilitation of joint packs with other 
EU markets to improve efficiencies for manufacturers.  In terms of best value for patients, the 
introduction of generic substitution and reference pricing under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013 means that patients may now opt for lower cost interchangeable 
medicines, where available.

06/05/2014WREE00350Medical Card Appeals

06/05/2014WREE00400442. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will review a medical card 
decision in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20323/14]

06/05/2014WREE00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

06/05/2014WREE00550Universal Health Insurance Provision

06/05/2014WREE00600443. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health to set out the position regard-
ing free general practitioner care for children under the age of six years (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20357/14]

06/05/2014WREE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government is 
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committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service without fees within its term 
of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Future Health strategy frame-
work.  As announced in the Budget, it has been decided to commence the roll-out of a universal 
GP service by providing all children aged 5 and under with access to a GP service without fees. 
This will mean that almost half of the population will have access to GP services without fees.  
The Government is providing new, additional funding of €37 million to meet the cost of this 
measure which will provide a GP service to approximately 240,000 children that must currently 
pay to see a GP.

The implementation of this new service requires primary legislation. In that respect, the 
Health (General Practitioner Service) Bill 2014 was published on 23 April 2014. The key fea-
tures of this Bill are as follows: 

- it provides an entitlement for all children aged under 6 to a GP service without fees;

- it removes the need for children aged under 6 to have a GMS medical card or GP visit card 
in order to qualify for a GP service;

- it provides that the HSE may enter a contract with GPs for the provision of this service to 
children; and 

- it provides that the Minister may set the rates of fees payable to GPs for this service, 
though requiring that the Minister must follow a set process before doing so.

It is intended to introduce the Bill in the Oireachtas during May, with a view to enactment 
by July.  Payments can only be made to GP’s where the requisite legislation and contractual ar-
rangements are in place. Therefore, payments related to the provision of the GP service without 
fees for children aged 5 and under cannot be backdated, prior to when the service is available, 
to the date on which the measure was announced.

06/05/2014WREE00750Road Projects Status

06/05/2014WREE00800444. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to detail the 
position regarding the contracts for the development of the N18 Gort-Tuam motorway; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20008/14]

06/05/2014WREE00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

With the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Howlin, I attended the sign-
ing of the contract for the N17/N18 Gort Tuam PPP on Wednesday 30 April 2014.  The contract-
ing authority is the National Roads Authority and this scheme is a non-tolled PPP.  The contract 
consortium is Direct Route, whose members include Roadbridge, John Sisk, Lagan, three large 
Irish civil engineering firms and Strabag of Austria.  The Gort-Tuam PPP project is one of a 
number of road projects identified in the Government’s Financial Stimulus Package. Now that 
the contract has been concluded and signed the NRA will be in a position to prepare the project 
implementation schedule.The NRA has allocated €3.25m to the project in 2014.  The expected 
construction time for this project is 3.5 years and the project is expected to be completed in 
2018.  Overall scheme value is approximately €550 million.
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06/05/2014WREE00950Road Safety

06/05/2014WREE01000445. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993, where it describes the responsibility of individuals 
to ensure, where cattle frequently cross public roads, that dung or urine does not build up so as 
to cause danger to road users or damage the public road itself, if this means that the cattle must 
cross to the other side of the road for the Act to apply, and whether this means that the Act does 
not apply where cattle are transferred from one field to another, passing along the road to a field 
on the same side as they had entered. [20126/14]

06/05/2014WREE01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Section 13(10)(a) 
of the Roads Act 1993 provides, inter alia, that any person who, without lawful authority or the 
consent of a road authority, permits dung or urine from an animal owned by him to be left on a 
public road such that the dung or urine is a hazard or potential hazard to persons using a public 
road, or obstructs or interferes with the safe use or maintenance of a public road, shall be guilty 
of an offence.

Section 13(10)(c) provides that where a person does anything in contravention of section 
13(10)(a), a road authority may remove any dung or urine or remove or reduce any hazard, 
potential hazard, obstruction or interference and may recover any costs reasonably incurred by 
it from such person as a simple contract debt in any court of competent jurisdiction.  The inter-
pretation of legislation is ultimately a matter for the courts.

06/05/2014WREE01150Sports Funding

06/05/2014WREE01200446. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the €80,000 granted to a club (details supplied) in 2007 can still be drawn down; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20193/14]

06/05/2014WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I can confirm that the grant of €80,000 to the organisation referred to by the Deputy may 
still be drawn down.  However it should be noted that grants cannot be maintained indefinitely 
and in the absence of progress unused grants may be considered for withdrawal.  Staff in the 
Department’s office in Killarney are available to provide further information.

06/05/2014WREE01350Roadworthiness Testing

06/05/2014WREE01400447. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to explain the 
reason a commercial van which has been off the road for a period has to undergo two separate 
tests for the first year back on the road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20202/14]

06/05/2014WREE01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): EU and Irish law 
stipulates that roadworthiness testing of commercial vehicles commences on the 12 month an-
niversary of first registration, and annually thereafter. The period of validity of a certificate 
of roadworthiness (CRW) is calculated by reference to the last test due date. In cases where a 
vehicle is overdue its test by more than one year and is presented for testing, current Regula-
tions provide that the period of validity for the CRW shall be either 6 months falling after the 
testing date or a period of validity determined by reference to the date of the anniversary of the 
test due date whichever is earlier. This change was introduced so as to ensure that an operator 
who does not have the vehicle tested by the due date does not gain economic advantage over 
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an operator who had their vehicle tested annually in accordance with the legal requirements.

06/05/2014WREE01550Swimming Pool Programme Status

06/05/2014WREE01600448. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to set 
out his plans to reopen the swimming pool programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20206/14]

06/05/2014WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The current round of the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme was closed to 
new applicants on 31 July 2000.  No decision has been made on a new round of the Programme.  
Since 2000, 58 projects have been or are being dealt with under the Programme, of which 49 
have been completed and the other 9 projects are at various stages of the Programme. My prior-
ity in relation to this Programme is to deal with existing projects.

06/05/2014WREE01750Railway Stations Upgrade

06/05/2014WREE01800449. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if either 
the National Transport Authority or Irish Rail will provide an update on the establishment of 
adequate wheelchair access through the gates at Kilcoole train station in County Wicklow; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20242/14]

06/05/2014WREE01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport. Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the development and implementation of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA) comes within the remit of the NTA.  My Department also provides funding 
to the NTA for accessibility improvements to existing public transport infrastructure and facili-
ties under the Accessibility Grants Programme.  Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, 
I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Authority for a more detailed response.  Please 
advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within ten working days.

06/05/2014WREE01950Bus Éireann Services

06/05/2014WREE02000450. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to 
detail the budget allocation by the National Transport Authority for the Bus Éireann bus stops 
and accessibility projects in 2012, 2013 and to date in 2014. [20278/14]

06/05/2014WREE02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National 
Transport Authority (NTA) administers the grants programmes and funding for bus stops and 
accessibility projects.  I have therefore referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within ten working days.

06/05/2014WREE02150Integrated Ticketing

06/05/2014WREE02200451. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
extend the Leap card to cover intercity journeys on train or bus; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20326/14]
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06/05/2014WREE02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Responsibility to 
develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the integrated ticketing Leap Card system in 
the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) became a function of the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
with effect from 30 September 2010. In addition, section 63 of the DTA Act 2008 extends the 
Authority’s remit in relation to integrated ticketing to the rest of the State.  Noting the NTA’s 
responsibility regarding the issues raised, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Authority 
for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within ten work-
ing days.


