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     Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

05/02/2014WRA00350Garda Vetting of Personnel

05/02/2014WRA0040010. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to a situation that has arisen with regard to Garda vetting of early education and 
child care training programmes; that training organisations which process all Garda vetting 
forms for students have been informed by the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner that 
they cannot, under data protection legislation, share this with a third party placement facility 
as this requirement is jeopardising work placements; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [5290/14]

05/02/2014WRA0050018. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action he will take 
to address issues that have arisen with regard to the sharing of Garda vetting information be-
tween child care providers and the providers of training for child care staff; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [5291/14]

05/02/2014WRA00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 10 and 18 together.

It is my understanding that the issue raised by the Deputy relates to the work experience 
placements of child care trainees in child care projects. This placement is short term in nature 
and is usually organised by colleges as part of the training on child care courses. The colleges 
conduct Garda vetting of the persons on the course, and the work experience providers can then 
rely on the fact that the person has already been vetted by the college. 

I understand that in the course of audits of child care providers, the HSE  has sought a certi-
fied copy of the Garda Vetting Disclosure to be provided to the relevant child care provider.  It 
is the view of the Data Protection Commissioner that this is not necessary.  In September 2013 
the Data Protection Commissioners wrote to the colleges in question and to the HSE, suggest-
ing that a written confirmation that a college has vetted a person is sufficient confirmation that 
the Garda Vetting process has been complied with. 

Elements of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 relat-
ing to the disclosure of convictions are under review at present having regard to a recent judg-
ment of the UK Court of Appeal. I intend bringing proposals before the Oireachtas to provide 
that certain old minor convictions will not be disclosed under the provisions of the 2012 Act. 
Given the close relationship between this Act and the Spent Convictions Bill, which is before 
the Oireachtas at the moment, any changes to the Vetting Act will have to be reflected in the 
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Spent Convictions Bill. The amendment of the Vetting Act will also be done via the Spent Con-
victions Bill.

I also intend to bring an amendment to the 2012 Act to provide that where two or more or-
ganisations are jointly responsible for the employment of a person, whether the person is paid 
or unpaid, the organisations can agree in writing that one of them will be responsible for con-
duction of the Garda vetting, and the other organisation may rely on that fact. I believe that this 
will fully address the issue raised by the Deputy. In the meantime organisations can continue 
to operate in accordance with the procedures already agreed with the Data Protection Commis-
sioner.

05/02/2014WRA00650Penalty Points System

05/02/2014WRA0070011. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the person that un-
dertook the internal audits of fixed charge notice cancellations in November and December 
2013; the method used to carry out these audits; if he will commit to publishing all internal 
audits of fixed charge notice cancellations on a regular basis; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5350/14]

05/02/2014WRA00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following the publication of 
the two Garda reports on fixed charge notices the Garda Commissioner established an imple-
mentation group to revise the Garda Policy document on the Fixed Charge Processing System 
and to implement the recommendations from these reports in consultation with the Office of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions.  The output from this work was a circular from the Com-
missioner which significantly tightened up on procedures for the cancellation of Fixed Charge 
Notices. This set of revised procedures, which includes audit arrangements to ensure compli-
ance, issued to all members of the Garda Síochána on 30 August, 2013.

I am advised by the Commissioner that the Assistant Commissioner, Traffic, the Garda Pro-
fessional Standards Unit and Garda Internal Audit Section have undertaken, and will continue 
to undertake, regular audits of the cancellation of fixed charge notices against the revised can-
cellation procedures.  Audits to date include the following:

-  The Assistant Commissioner, Traffic has conducted an audit of decisions to terminate by 
selected Divisional Officers and all those examined were found to be in accordance with policy. 

-  The Garda Professional Standards Unit has conducted an audit of decisions to terminate 
fixed charge notices by 24 Garda District Officers. All decisions examined were found to be in 
accordance with policy. 

-  The Garda Internal Audit Unit has conducted an audit of non-discretionary cancellations 
at the Fixed Charge Processing Office. The audit found that the office was complying with the 
revised procedures. 

I am further advised that the Assistant Commissioner Traffic will report annually to the 
Commissioner the findings of these audits and that the Commissioner will, in turn, submit a re-
port on the matter to my Department.  I will consider publication of such reports in due course.

05/02/2014WRA00850Penalty Points System

05/02/2014WRA0090012. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality with ref-
erence to section 102 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the cause of the delay in referring the 
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ongoing allegations of malpractice in relation to the fixed charge penalty notice system until 
now; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5331/14]

05/02/2014WRA01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is important to understand 
the basis for a referral of a matter to the Garda Ombudsman Commission under section 102 of 
the Garda Síochána Act 2005.  Section 102 permits me to refer a matter to the Garda Ombuds-
man Commission for investigation where it appears to me to indicate that some members of 
the Garda Síochána may have committed an offence or behaved in a manner that would justify 
disciplinary proceedings, and where I consider it desirable in the public interest to do so.

There is therefore a dual test to be met before a matter can be referred under section 102.  It 
is not open to me to make a referral simply because I wish to do so.  It is also worth noting that, 
under section 102, the Garda Ombudsman Commission can on its own initiative investigate any 
such matter on exactly the same grounds.  In other words, insofar as I can refer a matter to the 
Garda Ombudsman Commission under section 102, the Garda Ombudsman Commission can in 
any event choose to investigate it on its own initiative.

Notwithstanding a recent detailed Garda investigation into these allegations, I concluded 
that it was now in the public interest that this referral be made, particularly in circumstances 
where continuing allegations were being made and where the Garda Síochána was being drawn 
into a matter of political controversy, so that public concern over this matter could be defini-
tively addressed.  The Garda Ombudsman Commission should now be given the time and space 
to conduct a thorough investigation of the allegations and the circumstances in which they were 
made and pursued.

05/02/2014WRA01050Protection for Whistleblowers

05/02/2014WRA0110013. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the experi-
ences of the Garda whistleblowers, if he is satisfied with the manner in which the position of the 
confidential recipient is operating; if he has any plans to review the workings of this position; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5349/14]

05/02/2014WRA0120025. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views in relation 
to the functioning of the Garda confidential recipient; and his views on whether it needs to be 
reformed in order to protect Garda whistleblowers. [5308/14]

05/02/2014WRA01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 13 and 25 together.

The Garda Síochána (Confidential Reporting of Corruption or Malpractice) Regulations 
2007 provide for an independent Confidential Recipient to whom members of the Force can re-
port, in confidence, instances where they believe there may be corruption or malpractice within 
the Force.  The Confidential Recipient is required to transmit each report to the Garda Commis-
sioner for investigation, but there are strong safeguards in the Regulations for the protection of 
the identities of confidential reporters.

This procedure was put in place as part of a sectoral approach towards the protection of 
whistleblowers, with different provisions made for different sectors.  This Government is tak-
ing a different approach, as we promised in the Programme for Government, and is committed 
to a unified system of strong and effective protection for whistleblowers, in both the public and 
private sectors, based on international best practice.  These proposals  are contained in the Pro-
tected Disclosures Bill 2013, which has been published by my colleague the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform.  The Bill has been passed by Seanad Éireann and awaits second stage 
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in this House.

I recently indicated that I was considering the relevant provisions of the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 with a view to empowering the Garda Ombudsman Commission to operate within the 
architecture of the Protected Disclosures Bill and to receive and act on confidential reports by 
members of the Garda Síochána.

05/02/2014WRA01350Insolvency Service of Ireland Data

05/02/2014WRA0140014. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of deals 
concluded under the new personal insolvency regime to date; the number sought; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5298/14]

05/02/2014WRA01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I have advised the Deputy 
previously, the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) has indicated that in the interest of confiden-
tiality it will not be providing details or breakdowns of the numbers of applications for the vari-
ous debt solutions received or being processed at this time.  The ISI has indicated that it fully 
intends to provide quarterly statistics once a statistically meaningful number of applications 
have been processed. This is anticipated to be in the second quarter of 2014.

05/02/2014WRA01550Magdalen Laundries

05/02/2014WRA0160015. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of applica-
tions for the Magdalen redress scheme that have been processed; the payments made and the 
contribution to date of the four implicated religious orders to that scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [5250/14]

05/02/2014WRA01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): To date, 680 applications have 
been received under the ex gratia scheme which was established by Government for the ben-
efit of those women who were admitted to and worked in the Magdalen Laundries, St Mary’s 
Training Centre, Stanhope Street and House of Mercy Training School, Summerhill, Wexford.  
The applications are being processed as quickly as possible and over 280 letters of formal offer 
have issued to women at this stage.  As soon as an applicant accepts the offer, payment will be 
processed quickly.  So far, 144 women have accepted the formal offer and as at the end of Janu-
ary payments issued to over 100 applicants totalling €3.5 million.

With regard to a financial contribution being made by the four religious congregations con-
cerned, the Deputy will be aware that I discussed this matter with representatives of the four 
religious congregations in June 2013.  Having reflected on the matter, all four declined to make 
a contribution.  Following a discussion of the issue at Government in July 2013, I wrote to the 
congregations expressing disappointment that they had decided not to make a financial contri-
bution, pointing out that the Government was of the view that the congregations had a moral 
obligation to do so, and urged them to reconsider.  The congregations responded reaffirming 
their position.

I wrote to the religious congregations again on this matter 2 weeks ago following a state-
ment made by the Holy See to the United Nations Committee on the Right of the Child in 
relation to the Magdalen Laundries.  I am awaiting responses to this letter.  The four religious 
congregations are fully cooperating with the scheme and are providing all the available records  
and verifications as requested.
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05/02/2014WRA01750Asylum Applications

05/02/2014WRA0180016. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report on the 
new form and letter that has been sent to persons seeking asylum regarding applications for sub-
sidiary protection; if his attention has been drawn to the problems being encountered by persons 
seeking asylum regarding solicitors announcing an inability to assist with the new form and 
letter; if he appreciates that the provision of information and advice free of charge is essential 
in such situations regarding persons in a vulnerable position; and if he will confirm the ramifica-
tions for persons who, out of uncertainty, do not complete and return this new form. [5338/14]

05/02/2014WRA01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I should clarify for the Deputy 
that the persons we are referring to here are failed asylum applicants who are now applicants for 
subsidiary protection. Subsidiary protection is protection to be granted to a person in respect of 
whom substantial grounds have been shown for believing that the person concerned, if returned 
to his or her country of origin, would face a real risk of suffering serious harm and who is un-
able or, owing to such risk, unwilling to avail himself or herself of the protection of that country, 
and who is not excluded from being eligible for subsidiary protection.  As the Deputy may be 
aware I made new Regulations last year governing the investigation and determination of ap-
plications for subsidiary protection in the State. The  European Union (Subsidiary Protection) 
Regulations 2013, which came into effect on 14 November 2013, were made to address certain 
matters which arose from the judgment of the High Court in January 2013 in the MM case.

Under the new Regulations, responsibility for the processing of applications for subsidiary 
protection was transferred from my Department to the Office of the Refugee Applications Com-
missioner with appeals to be dealt with by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.  Both of these bodies 
are independent in the exercise of their statutory functions and they have substantial experience 
in the area of asylum investigations and appeals respectively. As I have said previously, by its 
very nature, the processing of applications for international protection is a solemn and complex 
task which does not always lend itself to achieving speedy outcomes.  However, now that pro-
cessing has recommenced and once the new arrangements have bedded down, my aim is for 
subsidiary protection applications currently on hand to be processed to finality by the statutory 
bodies concerned in the shortest possible timeframe consistent with quality and fair assessment 
of all cases and of course, subject to the cooperation of applicants and no further legal impedi-
ments arising.  In those circumstances I would anticipate very significant inroads to be made on 
the caseload by the end of 2014.

I fully concur with the Deputy’s view that it is important that early legal advice is made 
available to subsidiary protection applicants. For that reason, I have ensured that the necessary 
resources have been made available to the Refugee Legal Service (RLS) to provide legal advice 
and  support. Applicants have been advised that they can avail of the services of the RLS. The 
RLS is an independent body under the aegis of the Legal Aid Board which was established to 
provide a confidential legal service to persons applying for protection in the State.  I would urge 
subsidiary protection applicants, who do not have access to legal advice to contact the RLS. 
Alternatively, applicants may seek the services of a private solicitor at their own expense. 

Following the commencement of the Regulations, some 3,300 applicants for subsidiary 
protection were sent a registered letter by INIS to explain the new arrangements and to request 
them to indicate, by completing the relevant enclosed form, whether they wished to proceed 
with their application, withdraw their application or make further submissions. Applicants were 
also requested to confirm the details of their family members and their legal representatives.  
A comprehensive Information Note explaining the new arrangements and the availability of 
legal assistance was enclosed with the letter setting out all that was required of applicants. An 
information note has also been placed on the ORAC website in some 16 languages as well as 
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English. In addition non-governmental organisations involved in this area were also notified of 
the new arrangements. 

The letters issued by INIS informed applicants that, in accordance with the new Regula-
tions, their application could be deemed to be withdrawn if they fail to co-operate with the 
Commissioner or furnish information relevant to their application.  I would recommend that ap-
plicants who require further information on the new process should contact the Refugee Appli-
cations Commissioner’s Office as soon as possible where further information or clarifications 
can be provided.  The Refugee Applications Commissioner has advised that some 1400 of the 
applicants written to have indicated a wish to continue with their applications, with some 300 
applicants indicating their wish to withdraw their applications. The remainder of the registered 
letters issued have either been returned undelivered or have not been replied to.

I understand that initially, the Refugee Applications Commissioner intends to prioritise ap-
plications on the basis of the date of application and, accordingly, applicants have been in-
formed that their personal interview may not be scheduled for a number of months due to the 
large number of applications to be processed.  A panel of legally qualified persons has been 
established to assist the ORAC with the processing of these cases. Comprehensive training has 
been provided to the panel by ORAC training experts in close co-operation with protection 
experts from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

I am pleased to report that interviewing of subsidiary protection applicants commenced in 
ORAC on 12 December 2013 and that recommendations have begun to issue to applicants.  Fi-
nally, I should emphasise that all subsidiary protection applicants have permission to remain in 
the State until a final decision has been made in relation to their application and they have been 
issued with a status letter by INIS to that effect.

05/02/2014WRA01950Sexual Offences

05/02/2014WRA0200017. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he 
has taken to ensure that solicitors protect the interests of their clients particularly in relation to 
child victims of sexual abuse. [5320/14]

05/02/2014WRA0210029. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on whether 
there are sufficient protections in place for children who are the victims of sexual abuse when a 
solicitor suppresses information in his or her possession in relation to that abuse; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5352/14]

05/02/2014WRA02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 17 and 29 together.

The Criminal Justice (Withholding of Information on Offences against Children and Vul-
nerable Persons) Act 2012 makes it an offence for any person to deliberately withhold informa-
tion regarding sexual and other serious offences committed against a child or other vulnerable 
person.  Under section 2 of the Act, a person who knows or believes that an offence has been 
committed against a child and has information which he or she believes would be of material 
assistance in the apprehension, prosecution or conviction of that perpetrator and who fails to 
disclose that information to the Garda Síochána is guilty of an offence.  That offence, however, 
is without prejudice to any right or privilege that may arise in criminal proceedings entitling a 
person to refuse to disclose information.  The extent to which such right or privilege may arise 
would be a matter for a court to determine.

It is my understanding that the Law Society has also taken steps to try to address this ques-
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tion in the updated and third edition of ‘A Guide to Good Professional Conduct for Solicitors’ 
which it published in October 2013.  In dealing with issues of privilege and confidentiality, 
guidance is provided in the new Guide for solicitors in relation to cases involving abuse or 
neglect of children as follows - “Similarly, there may be situations where an adult discloses 
abuse or neglect either by himself or by another adult against a child but refuses to allow any 
disclosure to third parties. If the situation indicates continuing sexual or other physical abuse, 
or ongoing neglect of a child, and there is a serious threat to the child’s life or health, whether 
mental or physical, but there is a refusal on the part of the client to allow disclosure of such 
information, if the situation is sufficiently serious, a breach of the overriding duty of confiden-
tiality may be justified and a confidential referral to a medical practitioner can be made. The 
solicitor should consider whether the situation is sufficiently serious to justify such a breach.”   
(A Guide to Good Professional Conduct for Solicitors, 3rd Ed., p.33-34).

In relation to the course of action open to a client of a solicitor who feels aggrieved by the 
actions of that solicitor in relation to the protection of the client’s interests concerned, it should 
be noted that the Law Society is the statutory body responsible for the regulation of solicitors 
under the Solicitors Acts 1954 to 2011 to which complaints about such a grievance should be 
made.

  Question No. 18 answered with Question No. 10.

05/02/2014WRB00150Magdalen Laundries

05/02/2014WRB0020019. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide an update on the implementation of the Magdalen laundry redress scheme.  [5272/14]

05/02/2014WRB00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): To date, 680 applications have 
been received under the ex gratia scheme which was established by Government for the ben-
efit of those women who were admitted to and worked in the Magdalen Laundries, St Mary’s 
Training Centre, Stanhope Street and House of Mercy Training School, Summerhill, Wexford.  
The applications are being processed as quickly as possible and over 280 letters of formal offer 
have issued to women at this stage.  As soon as an applicant accepts the offer, payment will be 
processed quickly.  So far, 144 women have accepted the formal offer and as at the end of Janu-
ary payments issued to over 100 applicants totalling €3.5 million.

I am also informed that letters of provisional assessment were issued to a further 32 appli-
cants and if they agree with the provisional assessment with regard to their length of time in a 
relevant institution they will be issued with a letter of formal offer.  The remaining applications 
require further investigation.  In cases where the religious have no clear record, my officials will 
have to carry out a thorough examination checking whatever records are available to see if they 
support the claim.  The applicant will also be asked to provide any relevant information that 
could corroborate her claim that she was in a specific institution for a period of time.

As the Deputy will be aware the women who have agreed to participate in the Scheme will 
receive other supports as recommended by Judge Quirke.  The Department of Social Protection 
are establishing a new scheme and will be in a position to commence payments of a weekly 
pension type payment to the women by mid 2014.  The Deputy will also be aware that these 
payment will be backdated to 1st August 2013.  The women will also be granted access to a 
range of public health services once the necessary legislation is in place.  The Government 
agreed that I would bring forward in one Bill, in consultation with and on behalf of the relevant 
Departments, any necessary legislative measures to implement the scheme.
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05/02/2014WRB00350Insolvency Service of Ireland Administration

05/02/2014WRB0040020. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
credit union loans under the new personal insolvency regime; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [5300/14]

05/02/2014WRB00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Recent media coverage sug-
gested that individual debts to credit unions which were in excess of €20,000 may be secured 
by an insurance policy with the credit union and would therefore be ineligible for inclusion in 
a Debt Settlement Arrangement under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012.  The position as to 
whether or not a credit union is deemed to be a “secured creditor” will depend on the nature of 
the policy in place and ultimately, it will be a matter for the personal insolvency practitioner 
acting on behalf of the debtor to determine. 

In order for a life insurance policy to comprise security under the Personal Insolvency Act 
2012 two criteria need to be met, i.e. (i) the security must be “in or over property of the debtor”, 
meaning that the policy must be in the borrower’s name and not part of a block policy of the 
credit union; and (ii) an assignment of the life insurance policy from the borrower to the credit 
union has to have taken place.  If a policy is not in the borrower’s name, the policy is not prop-
erty of the debtor, and therefore the debtor is not capable of giving security over it to the credit 
union.  The Insolvency Service of Ireland has advised that it understands that in the majority 
of cases, life insurance policies linked to credit union loans are provided through block poli-
cies and therefore would not meet the definition of secured debt in the Personal Insolvency Act 
2012.

It should also be noted that in any cases where a credit union loan might be deemed to be 
a “secured” debt, it would be possible for the debtor to pursue a Personal Insolvency Arrange-
ment (PIA) which is specifically designed to deal with secured debts.

05/02/2014WRB00550Services for People with Disabilities

05/02/2014WRB0060021. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his priorities for 
the disability sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5292/14]

05/02/2014WRB00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Government continues 
to prioritise the needs of people with disabilities.  The Programme for Government contains a 
number of commitments in that regard, including the publication of a realistic implementation 
plan for the National Disability Strategy.  That Implementation Plan was published in July 2013 
and is the first such implementation plan to be put in place since the National Disability Strat-
egy itself was launched in 2004.

The Plan was prepared by the National Disability Strategy Implementation Group, which I 
established in 2011 and continue to chair in undertaking its current role in overseeing the imple-
mentation of the Strategy.  The Implementation Group brings together not only representatives 
of the relevant Government Departments and representative organisations but also, recognising 
the need for the end users of public services to be involved, a number of people with disabilities.  
This is in order that their concerns and priorities are heard.

The Implementation Plan was developed with the identification by Departments of actions, 
timelines and key performance indicators.  Significant discussion was undertaken between the 
disability stakeholders and Government Departments to reach agreement on the suite of actions 
contained in the Plan.  The Plan sets out the practical measures across all Government Depart-



5 February 2014

157

ments that will be taken to advance the Strategy and ensure that available resources are used to 
best effect and that the needs of those we consider a priority continue to be addressed.

Progress on the Plan is kept under review by the Implementation Group and thematic meet-
ings, at which all relevant bodies are present to ensure cross-sectoral input and review, are con-
vened.  Two such thematic meetings were held in 2013 and focused on the themes of Housing 
and Irish Sign Language.

In addition to the ongoing implementation of the actions generally, two initiatives are being 
progressed in particular.  These are the drafting of a comprehensive employment strategy for 
people with disabilities and a review of the Implementation Plan to examine how it could be 
used to more fully address the needs of people with autism.

I believe in hearing the voices of those who live with a disability, to understand their con-
cerns and priorities.  In addition to appointing a number of people with disabilities to the Imple-
mentation Group, I also established a Disability Forum, under the stewardship of the National 
Disability Authority, to open up discussion to a wider audience and to get a broader representa-
tion from those with experience of living with a disability.  This makes clear that people with 
disabilities are a priority and do have my full understanding and respect.

Needless to say, the Government accords no less importance to the needs of people with 
disabilities as those of children and young people.

05/02/2014WRB00750Stardust Fire

05/02/2014WRB0080022. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
now initiate the establishment of a brief commission of investigation to examine outstanding 
issues that have not been conclusively resolved regarding the Stardust tragedy of 1981 in view 
of ongoing aspects of new evidence regarding the tragedy coming to public attention in the past 
number of years.  [5341/14]

05/02/2014WRB00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I have previously indicated, 
nothing I have seen in the extensive correspondence from the Stardust Victims Committee 
to date, including the considerable volume of correspondence circulated recently, would be 
grounds for my taking a different view to the conclusions set out in the Independent Examina-
tion by Mr. Paul Coffey.  That is, in the absence of any identified evidence, the most another 
inquiry could achieve would be another set of hypothetical findings, which would not be in the 
public interest.

It had been indicated in reported statements that the Committee intended to present a sub-
mission concerning the cause of the fire on the occasion of forthcoming anniversary.  Whether 
at that time, or at any other point, I will of course arrange for the examination as appropriate 
of any such submission, and for a response to issue to the Committee in due course.  In saying 
this I should again caution against raising unrealistic expectations about what can be achieved 
or appearing to suggest that the outcome of the Coffey examination can be set aside, simply on 
the basis that his conclusions are not accepted by some.

05/02/2014WRB00950Criminal Justice Issues

05/02/2014WRB0100023. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there will 
be an inquiry into the death of a baby (details supplied) in Dalkey in 1973 and the circumstances 
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surrounding the death; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5354/14]

05/02/2014WRB01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that this tragic case was the subject of an independent examination by a Senior Counsel who 
reported in 2007 and whose conclusions were accepted by the then Minister.  Establishing an 
inquiry into the events in question would not be consistent with the report’s findings.  Insofar 
as the question of criminal investigations into these events are concerned, the Deputy will also 
appreciate that I have no function in relation to the direction or initiation of criminal investiga-
tions, which are a matter for the Garda authorities.  I understand that issues raised recently by 
legal representatives of the person in question with An Garda Síochána are under consideration 
by the Garda authorities.

05/02/2014WRB01150Garda Investigations

05/02/2014WRB0120024. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing a reported alleged crime regarding Oireachtas envelopes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [5252/14]

05/02/2014WRB01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda authorities that the matter in question is currently the subject of a Garda investigation 
and the Deputy will therefore appreciate that it would not be appropriate for me to comment 
further on the matter.

  Question No. 25 answered with Question No. 13.

05/02/2014WRC00150Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Remit

05/02/2014WRC0020026. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
establishing a Garda Síochána independent board with monitoring, supervisory and oversight 
functions over An Garda Síochána in order to strengthen the democratic accountability of the 
force; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5351/14]

05/02/2014WRC00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is important that the Garda 
Síochána is operationally independent and democratically accountable.  The Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 seeks to achieve those objectives by specifying the functions of the Garda Commis-
sioner and the Force, on the one hand, and the Minister for Justice, the Government and the 
Houses of the Oireachtas on the other.  The Act provides that the Commissioner has the function 
of directing and controlling the Garda Síochána, and that he is accountable to the Minister for 
the performance of that function.  The Commissioner is responsible for recruitment, training, 
discipline, the distribution of members and for all other aspects of the management and admin-
istration of the Force.  The Act also made the Commissioner the Accounting Officer for the 
Force, and liable to appear before the Committee of Public Accounts in that capacity.

In addition, the 2005 Act established the Garda Ombudsman Commission, which is empow-
ered to carry out independent investigations into Garda conduct, and also the Garda Inspector-
ate, which provides expert advice on achieving the highest levels of efficiency and effectiveness 
in the operation and administration of the Force.  The accountability of the Garda Síochána has, 
through these measures, been significantly strengthened.  

There are those who advocate a police authority, but the onus is very much on them to 
explain how this would improve accountability.  Up until recently, England and Wales would 
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have been one of the main examples of a comparable jurisdiction with police authorities.  But 
police authorities there were abolished in 2012 and replaced by directly elected Police and 
Crime Commissioners, precisely on the ground that police authorities were not sufficiently 
democratically accountable. It is true that Northern Ireland retains a police authority - the Po-
licing Board - and it does a good job, but most people understand that the need for the Policing 
Board arises from the unique requirements associated with the need for confidence building in 
a cross-community environment. 

Another important point often overlooked by those who advocate a separate authority is that 
the Garda Síochána is not only the police service in this jurisdiction, but is also the security and 
intelligence service of the State.  This makes it even more appropriate that the Garda Síochána 
should be accountable to the Government and ultimately to the Oireachtas. I am willing to listen 
to all legislative proposals on accountability, but they must deal with the issues involved in a 
comprehensive and complete way.

05/02/2014WRC00350Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Remit

05/02/2014WRC0040027. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his planned reform of 
the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[5296/14]

05/02/2014WRC0050047. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to introduce amending legislation to give more powers to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission; and if he will outline what those additional powers will be. [5335/14]

05/02/2014WRC00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 27 and 47 together.

The Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission was established under the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 to provide independent oversight of complaints made against members of the Garda 
Síochána.  The Garda Ombudsman Commission has a hugely important role in ensuring that 
public confidence in the Garda Síochána is safeguarded, and has extensive powers under the 
2005 Act to enable it to carry out its responsibilities.  

With regard to the case for additional powers, I have already said that the Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission  has extensive powers, including full police powers of investigation.  
These include powers relating to, for example, entry and search of any place pursuant to a 
warrant, arrest with or without a warrant, search of a person, detention and questioning, taking 
fingerprints, issuing a summons and the bringing of a charge against a person. 

I am, however, currently reviewing the relevant provisions of the 2005 Act and examining 
suggestions by the Ombudsman Commission for changes to it aimed at enhancing the process 
of investigating complaints. Once my review is complete, I will bring forward proposals to 
Government to address any amendments considered necessary.  I would also refer the Deputy 
to a review of the Garda Síochána (Discipline) Regulations 2007 which is underway.

As the Deputy is aware, revised protocols were agreed and signed by the Chairperson of the 
Ombudsman Commission and the Garda Commissioner on 23 September 2013.  These revised 
protocols put in place clear procedures for the timely sharing of information and more gener-
ally for enhanced co-operation. The new protocols will support the Ombudsman Commission 
in carrying out investigations in the most effective and timely manner possible, to the benefit of 
both complainants and members of the Garda Síochána alike. They also reflect the commitment 
of the Garda Commissioner to the full co-operation of the Garda Síochána in these investiga-
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tions.

In addition in relation to the question of access by the Garda Ombudsman Commission to 
the PULSE system, new protocols were agreed last year between the Garda Commissioner and 
the Chairperson of the Garda Ombudsman Commission. These revised protocols provide that 
the Garda Ombudsman Commission has access to PULSE through the two Garda Superinten-
dents working on secondment with the Garda Ombudsman Commission (in this context, under 
the 2005 Act, a member of An Garda Síochána, during a period of temporary service with the 
Garda Ombudsman Commission, is not subject to the direction or control of the Garda Com-
missioner.).

However, the above notwithstanding, and in particular in respect of this investigation, where 
information on the PULSE system, how it is recorded, and the detail of the information is of 
central relevance, the Garda Commissioner and I are agreed that the Garda Ombudsman Com-
mission will have direct access to the PULSE system, without the need to go through the inter-
mediary of a seconded member of An Garda Síochána.  Going forward, this will be the case for 
both this and any other investigation in which the Garda Ombudsman Commission is engaged.  
The revised protocols will be amended accordingly and arrangements will be made to put in 
place the necessary technical infrastructure and training required to facilitate this access.

05/02/2014WRC00650Magdalen Laundries

05/02/2014WRC0070028. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the terms of the ex gratia scheme to which eligible women 
must agree if they are to receive compensation contain a provision which states that applicants 
who are determined to be eligible under the scheme and who have accepted the offer made 
to them and signed the acceptance form and statutory declaration will be granted access to a 
range of public health services within the State once the necessary legislation is in place; if his 
attention has been further drawn to the fact that this provision is contrary to commitments he 
articulated in Dáil Éireann regarding the provision of health supports for eligible women resid-
ing outside the State.  [5273/14]

05/02/2014WRC00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that the provision of medical services will be done through the Department of Health and the 
details of exactly what services will be provided, where they will be provided and how they will 
be provided will, have to be fully determined by them.  In that context my officials are working 
with officials in the Department of Health on finalising the drafting of the necessary legislative 
provisions as quickly as possible.  The provisions will then be brought to Government by me 
and published.  The text that is currently set out in the Ex Gratia Scheme Document referring to 
the provision of medical services was drafted on advice from the Department of Health. How-
ever, it is not the final position and will be revised accordingly to reflect what is provided for 
within the legislation.

  Question No. 29 answered with Question No. 17.

05/02/2014WRC00950Court Procedures

05/02/2014WRC0100030. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he 
will be reforming the law in relation to the use of the court poor box, particularly for persons 
charged with road traffic offences. [5337/14]
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05/02/2014WRC01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): At its meeting yesterday, the 
Government approved the drafting of the Criminal Justice (Community Sanctions) Bill, which 
will replace the Probation of Offenders Act 1907 with modern provisions dealing with commu-
nity sanctions and the role of the Probation Service in the criminal justice system.  The details 
of the proposed Bill will be announced in due course.  It is intended that the legislation will 
provide for a transparent statutory Reparation Fund to replace the Court Poor Box, as recom-
mended by the Law Reform Commission in its 2005 report The Court Poor Box: Probation of 
Offenders.  I will consider the issue of the applicability of the Reparation Fund provisions to 
road traffic offences during the drafting of the Bill, in consultation with the Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport.

05/02/2014WRC01150Garda Complaints Procedures

05/02/2014WRC0120031. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality  the progress he has 
made in relation to cases of Garda malpractice handed in to his offices in October 2013 from 
citizens across the State in response to his request for such information during the discussion 
on the Garda Síochána (Amendment) Bill 2013; and the reason he has not been in contact with 
these persons. [5295/14]

05/02/2014WRC01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department has been ex-
amining the correspondence from 24 individuals which was delivered to my office on 17 Oc-
tober 2013.  This correspondence was acknowledged upon receipt and an examination was ar-
ranged of the cases in order to ascertain whether the individuals concerned have availed of the 
appropriate mechanisms for the consideration of their complaints.  Some of these complaints 
date back a number of years, and some relate to bodies other than the Garda Síochána.  The 
review has been quite time consuming but is now almost finalised and I can inform the Deputy 
that a reply will issue to each of the 24 individuals in the very near future.

05/02/2014WRC01350Garda Youth Diversion Projects

05/02/2014WRC0140032. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of chil-
dren engaged in the Garda diversion programme; the number with juvenile liasion officers; 
his plans to review and develop the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[53276/13]

05/02/2014WRC01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Diversion Programme 
operates in accordance with Part 4 of the Children Act 2001, as amended, and under the general 
superintendence and control of the Garda Commissioner. The objective of the Diversion Pro-
gramme is to divert any child who accepts responsibility for his or her criminal or anti social 
behaviour from committing further offences or engaging in further anti social behaviour. This 
is done by way of administering a formal or informal caution, thus diverting the offender away 
from the courts and minimising the likelihood of further offending.  The Programme embraces, 
whenever possible, the principles of restorative justice and the programme also pays regard to 
the needs of the victims of youth offending.

The Programme is supported by 100 Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs).  These proj-
ects are nationwide, community-based, multi-agency crime prevention initiatives. The projects 
are  run in partnership with An Garda Síochána and funded/overseen by my Department‘s unit 
within the Irish Youth Justice Service. These projects seek to divert young people from involve-
ment in anti-social and/or criminal behaviour.  Annual Reports of the Committee appointed to 
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monitor the effectiveness of the Diversion Programme under Part 4 of the Children Act 2001, 
as amended, are published each year and are available on the website of the Irish Youth Justice 
Service (www.iyjs.ie). The reports include detailed statistics in relation to the operation of the 
Programme including details of the resources deployed by the Commissioner in relation to the 
Programme.

The 2012 Report, which was published recently, shows that 12,246 children were referred to 
the Programme in that year, down from 12,809 in 2011. Fifteen percent of the children (1,822) 
were deemed unsuitable for the Programme and their files were returned to the local Gardaí  for 
possible prosecution. The report also shows that there were 123 Juvenile Liaison Officer (JLO) 
posts  comprising of 115 Gardaí and 8 JLO Sergeants.

The Garda Juvenile Liaison Officer engages with the child offender in a variety of ways. 
The majority of children who are admitted to the Diversion Programme receive an informal 
caution. The informal caution generally does not involve a period of supervision by the JLO. 
Thus the interaction between the JLO and that child and family in this situation may be limited 
to one or two meetings. Children who receive a formal caution are placed under the supervi-
sion of  a JLO. This will involve a series of meetings with the child and his or her family over 
a period of time up to 12 months.

With regard to development of the Programme, you may be aware that earlier this week, I 
along with my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, launched “Tackling Youth 
Crime - Youth Justice Action Plan 2014-2018”. This Plan is also available on the Youth Justice 
website - www.iyjs.ie. The Plan sets out specific objectives addressing the development and use 
of diversion in the community. The range of initiatives being pursued include:

- improving the analysis of youth crime through the Garda Analysis Service;

- utilising our resources in areas of greatest need and to establish effective crime prevention 
supports in cooperation with other youth service providers nationwide;

- improving the effectiveness of the Garda Youth Diversion Projects by further development 
of focussed interventions which challenge and divert young people from offending behaviour;

- the alignment of Garda Youth Diversion Projects with youth offending hot spots and the 
maximising of links between the Diversion Programme and these projects.

Finally, it is important to state that the Diversion Programme has been shown to be success-
ful in diverting young offenders away from crime by offering guidance and support to the young 
people and their families.  As you will note from the Youth Justice Action Plan, Government 
is committed to continuing the development of the diversion approach. This is also reflected in 
the budget of the Community Programmes area of my Department which I have protected from 
cuts over the past few years.

05/02/2014WRD00200Garda Youth Diversion Projects

05/02/2014WRD0030033. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide an update on the youth diversion projects and progress made on reducing anti-social 
behaviour and criminal behaviour in young people, links with the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs, and any new initiatives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5248/14]

05/02/2014WRD00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There are 100 Garda Youth 
Diversion Projects (GYDPs) nationwide. These projects are community-based, multi-agency 
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crime prevention initiatives run by community based organisations in partnership with An 
Garda Síochána and they are funded/overseen by my Department’s unit within the Irish Youth 
Justice Service.

The projects receive their participants mainly between the ages of 12 and 17 through a refer-
ral system operated by the local Garda Juvenile Liaison Officer. These projects primarily seek 
to divert young people who have been involved in anti-social and/or criminal behaviour by pro-
viding suitable activities to facilitate personal development, promote civic responsibility and 
improve long-term employability prospects.  The projects undertake a series of programmes 
and activities which are aimed at changing behaviours, attitudes and lifestyles of project partici-
pants to bring about positive change and learning outcomes.  Essentially the projects provide a 
resource to An Garda Síochána and to Juvenile Liaison Officers in particular, in the implemen-
tation of the Diversion Programme as set out in Part 4 of the Children Act 2001.  Most projects 
are located within areas of high social disadvantage.

Over the last number of years the Community Programmes Unit of the Irish Youth Justice 
Service in cooperation with An Garda Síochána has been working to improve the quality and 
effectiveness of the services provided by the GYDPs.  As part of this process, joint training ses-
sions for youth justice workers, Garda Juvenile Liaison Officers and Community Gardaí were 
delivered over the past number of years on a variety of topics, including motivational interview-
ing, pro-social modelling, dealing with parents who are ambivalent to young person’s offending 
and risk assessment. Significant work has also been undertaken by IYJS in partnership with 
An Garda Síochána to improve the governance of the projects.  This includes annual business 
planning which is informed by local youth crime data. This enables projects to develop a youth 
crime profile of the catchment area so that services can be deployed effectively. This process is 
complemented by the use of a risk assessment tool with each participant designed to identify 
the needs of the individual participant and to enable the project to design interventions that pro-
vide the best possible outcome for the participant. The focus is on the continued development 
of targeted evidence based intervention and planning, leading to improved outcomes for young 
people coming to the attention of An Garda Síochána.

In recent months a trial site initiative involving 15 projects has commenced  which is de-
signed to test some new measures and enhance skills across these projects. There is also a pilot 
underway with the projects located in Kerry in cooperation with An Garda Síochána and Kerry 
Diocesan Youth Service. The pilot seeks to deliver the Garda Youth Diversion Project service 
across the whole of the county as opposed to the localised catchment areas the projects were 
located in. This pilot will be evaluated towards the end of 2014.

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs fund the  provision of youth services and 
programmes to young people throughout the country through a number of schemes. These 
schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the 
Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local Drug Task Force projects 
and certain other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme and Youth Informa-
tion Centres. This funding supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and ser-
vices for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the voluntary 
youth sector. In addition three specialist staff, who were formerly part of the Irish Youth Justice 
Service, provide part-time support to the IYJS Community Programmes Unit for the operation 
of the Garda Youth Diversion Projects.

You will no doubt be aware that earlier this week, I along with my colleague The Minister 
for Children and Youth Affairs, published “Tackling Youth Crime -  a Youth Justice Action Plan 
2014-2018”. The Action Plan will form part of the National Anti-Crime Strategy being devel-
oped as part of the White Paper on Crime process, with its focus on crime reduction and safer 
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communities.  It will also form part of the Children and Young People’s Policy Framework 
being developed in the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, with its focus on better out-
comes for children and families. This Plan is available on the Youth Justice website - www.iyjs.
ie. The Plan sets out specific objectives addressing the development and use of diversion in the 
community. The range of initiatives being pursued include:

- improving the analysis of youth crime through the Garda Analysis Service;

- utilising our resources in areas of greatest need and to establish effective crime prevention 
supports in cooperation with other youth service providers nationwide;

- improving the effectiveness of the Garda Youth Diversion Projects by further development 
of focussed interventions which challenge and divert young people from offending behaviour;

- the alignment of Garda Youth Diversion Projects with youth offending hot spots and the 
maximising of links between the Diversion Programme and these projects.

Tackling youth crime continues to be a key priority for this Government as set out in the 
Programme for Government.

05/02/2014WRD00500Garda Resources

05/02/2014WRD0060034. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has reviewed 
Garda resources in view of the spate of violent crimes committed in January 2014; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5297/14]

05/02/2014WRD00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreciate, 
the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed distribution of resources and the alloca-
tion of personnel among the Garda Regions, Divisions and Districts, the various Garda national 
units and of course Garda Headquarters. Garda management keep this distribution under con-
tinuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best 
possible use is made of these resources.

I am aware that Gardaí are investigating the violent crimes referred to by the Deputy with 
all the necessary resources and charges have already been brought in relation to a number of 
the deaths.  In these circumstances I am sure the Deputy will appreciate that it would not be 
appropriate for me to comment on any of these particular incidents.

Addressing organised criminality remains a key ongoing priority for both the Government 
and for An Garda Síochána and these priorities are clearly reflected in the Garda Policing Plan 
for 2014 and in the Programme for Government.

An Garda Síochána continue to target serious criminals and organised criminal groups on a 
number of fronts, including through the use of focused intelligence led operations by specialist 
units such as the Serious and Organised Crime Unit, the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation 
and the Criminal Assets Bureau. These units are also supported, as required, by the Security 
and Intelligence Section which assists with the provision of intelligence briefings and timely 
information.

05/02/2014WRD00800Prisoner Numbers

05/02/2014WRD0090035. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of re-
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publican prisoners being held at present in prisons here; the number of these that are serving 
sentences; the number on remand; the length of remand in each case; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5251/14]

05/02/2014WRD01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that as 
of Wednesday, 29 January, there were a total of 62 subversive prisoners in custody in the prison 
estate. There are 14 prisoners awaiting trial, the remaining 48 prisoners have been sentenced.

Subversive prisoners are located in the maximum security Portlaoise Prison which, in addi-
tion to the usual perimeter security, has an armed military presence. My officials closely moni-
tor this category of prisoner to ensure good order and security in Portlaoise Prison and also in 
the context of the individual prisoners sentence management.

A table outlines the length of time each of these 14 prisoners have been in custody.

Case Date committed for trial Length of time in custody
1 29.11.12 14 months
2 07.12.12 13 months
3. 05.07.13 6 months
4. 05.07.13 6 months
5. 25.02.13 11 months
6. 09.03.13 10 months
7. 20.12.12 13 months
8. 09.03.13 10 months
9. 09.03.13 10 months
10. 05.07.13 6 months
11. 05.07.13 6 months
12. 18.10.13 3 months
13. 05.07.13 6 months
14. 10.09.13 4  months

05/02/2014WRD01100Crime Investigation

05/02/2014WRD0120036. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
replace his plans for a senior counsel review of the cold case inquiry into the murder of Fr. Niall 
Molloy with a proper independent public inquiry; and if he will meet Fr. Molloy’s family in 
relation to this matter. [5319/14]

05/02/2014WRD01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
arrangements are being put in train for Mr. Dominic McGinn, Senior Counsel, to carry out the 
proposed independent examination of the report of the Serious Crime Review Team relating to 
the Garda investigation into the death of Fr. Niall Molloy.

The terms of reference for the examination have been agreed with the Attorney General and 
are available on my Department’s website. They have also been furnished directly to a repre-
sentative of the family of Fr. Molloy.

In accordance with the terms of reference, Mr. McGinn will be asked to do two things, 
namely-

- to prepare a report which can be put into the public domain on any issues of public interest 
which may arise from the report, having regard to the rights of all those involved, and
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- taking into account existing mechanisms for the investigation of offences, to identify mat-
ters, if any, of significant public concern which would warrant examination by a further inquiry 
and in respect of which such further inquiry would have a reasonable prospect of establishing 
the truth.

Given that one of the objectives of the proposed examination is to identify whether there are 
matters of significant public concern that would warrant examination by a further inquiry and 
in respect of which such further inquiry would have a reasonable prospect of establishing the 
truth, I have no proposals at this time to change the above arrangements. Rather, my immedi-
ate priority is to allow the Senior Counsel to carry out his examination so that the maximum 
amount of information can be put into the public domain at the earliest possible date. I will, of 
course, give full consideration to any matters which are identified as a result of the examination.

While I do not believe that a meeting with family members of Fr. Molloy will serve to ad-
vance matters at this time, it is important to add that they have been kept appraised of develop-
ments in this matter. 

05/02/2014WRD01400Subsidiary Protection Administration

05/02/2014WRD0150037. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects 
the introduction of the new subsidiary protection system; and if he has considered the introduc-
tion of legislation for a single procedure for the assessment of subsidiary protection. [5355/14]

05/02/2014WRD01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): With regard to the introduction 
of a new subsidiary protection system, the Deputy may be aware that I made new Regulations 
last year governing the investigation and determination of applications for subsidiary protection 
in the State. The  European Union (Subsidiary Protection) Regulations 2013, which came into 
effect on 14 November 2013, were made to address certain matters which arose from the judg-
ment of the High Court in January 2013 in the MM case.

Under the new Regulations, responsibility for the processing of applications for subsidiary 
protection was transferred from my Department to the Office of the Refugee Applications Com-
missioner with appeals to be dealt with by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.  Both of these bodies 
are independent in the exercise of their statutory functions and they have substantial experience 
in the area of asylum investigations and appeals, respectively.  As I have said previously, by its 
very nature, the processing of applications for international protection is a solemn and complex 
task which does not always lend itself to achieving speedy outcomes.  However, now that pro-
cessing has recommenced and once the new arrangements have bedded down, my aim is for 
subsidiary protection applications currently on hand to be processed to finality by the statutory 
bodies concerned in the shortest possible timeframe consistent with quality and fair assessment 
of all cases and of course, subject to the cooperation of applicants and no further legal impedi-
ments arising.  In those circumstances I would anticipate very significant inroads to be made on 
the caseload by the end of 2014.

With regard to the introduction of a Single Procedure, work on the Immigration, Residence 
and Protection Bill is ongoing at my Department. The Bill, which I propose to introduce this 
year, should substantially simplify and streamline the existing arrangements for asylum, sub-
sidiary protection and leave to remain applications.  It will do this by making provision for the 
establishment of a single procedure, so that applicants can be provided with a final decision on 
all aspects of their protection application in a more straight forward and timely fashion.
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05/02/2014WRD01700Garda Operations

05/02/2014WRD0180038. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on whether 
a report should be produced to provide information on the terminated offences that have no 
information placed in the mandatory comment box, as recommended by the Garda professional 
standards unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5353/14]

05/02/2014WRD01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I explained in a response to 
a previous Question on this matter, all cancellations are now executed using the Fixed Charge 
Processing Office computer system and as a result the comment box on Pulse is no longer used 
when cancelling notices.  I do not see a need for further examination into the specific matter at 
this point in time.

05/02/2014WRD02000Proposed Legislation

05/02/2014WRD0210039. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report on the 
progress of the creation of the new Irish human rights and equality commission; when the new 
commission will commence its examination of section 37 of the Employment Equality Act 
1998; and the expected duration of this examination. [5340/14]

05/02/2014WRD02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The draft legislation to provide 
for the merger of the Human Rights Commission and the Equality Authority to form a new en-
hanced Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) is close to being finalised and 
I expect to publish this Bill shortly.

In the meantime, and pending enactment of the Bill, the members designate of the new 
Commission have been appointed on an interim basis to the two existing bodies so as to ensure 
that they operate in an integrated way and that the necessary arrangements for the merger can 
be progressed on an administrative basis.

As I announced on the occasion of their appointment on 16 April 2013, I have asked the 
members designate of the Commission to examine, as a priority, the potential impact of sec-
tion 37 of the Employment Equality Acts on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons, to 
undertake an extensive consultative process and formal assessment of the options for its amend-
ment and to let me have their recommendations.  The Commission is acting on this request and 
is carrying out a public consultation on this issue. The Commission invited submissions to be 
made to them by 13 November 2013 by any interested party, including individual persons who 
have a view on the issue. I understand that the Commission has received some 60 individual 
submissions, which are currently being examined.  While not being in a position yet to say 
when its report will be completed, the Commission has indicated to me that it will be progressed 
as quickly as possible.

I look forward to receiving a report from the Commission with its recommendations in 
due course.  At that stage, I will bring forward my proposals to Government in relation to such 
amendments as are necessary to the Employment Equality Act.

05/02/2014WRE00150Irish Prison Service

05/02/2014WRE0020040. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide an update on implementing the Irish Prison Service Strategic Plan 2012–2015 and imple-
mentation of its key recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5249/14]
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05/02/2014WRE00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
I published the Irish Prison Service 3-Year Strategic Plan in April 2012.  I am pleased  to note 
that significant progress has already been achieved by the Irish Prison Service with regard to 
the implementation of the Strategy.  The Community Return Programme has been successfully 
rolled out across all prisons.  In excess of 800 prisoners have participated in the scheme since 
its introduction with 583 prisoners having successfully completed the programme. 

Dedicated committals units have now been established in all committal prisons and ap-
propriate assessment procedures to ensure that prisoners are accommodated according to their 
security status have been introduced. 

Significant work has been completed on the plan for the closure of St Patrick’s Institution.  
In December last year all sentenced juveniles were transferred from St Patrick’s Institution to 
a dedicated unit in Wheatfield Place of Detention.  The transfer of the 18-21 cohort has com-
menced and will be completed by mid-February 2014. 

A national Incentivised Regimes policy has been introduced to provide tangible incentives 
to prisoners to participate in structured activities and reinforce incentives for good behaviour.  
Work has also continued on the implementation of the Irish Prison Service Drugs Policy and 
Strategy to develop drug treatment services and enhance supply reduction measures across the 
prison estate.  Drug free units have been established in the majority of prisons. 

The Deputy will also be aware that significant action has been taken to modernise the prison 
estate and to introduce in-cell sanitation in every locked cell.  The refurbishment project in 
Mountjoy Prison is continuing.  The refurbishment of the A, B and C wings is now complete 
and the work on the final wing, the D Wing, is due to commence shortly.  In addition, construc-
tion has now commenced on the construction of the new prison in Cork.  On 14 January the 
number of prisoners slopping out had reduced to 465 and this will reduce further when the D 
wing of Mountjoy is closed for refurbishment.  A detailed update on the Year 2 Implementation 
Plan for the Irish Prison Service Strategy will be included in the 2013 Irish Prison Service An-
nual Report which is due to be published in March.

05/02/2014WRE00350Charities Regulation

05/02/2014WRE0040041. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeframe for the 
creation of a charities regulator; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5299/14]

05/02/2014WRE00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that I recently issued a call for Expressions of Interest from suitably qualified persons 
who wish to be considered for appointment to the Board of a new Charities Regulatory Author-
ity, with a view to making appointments before Easter.  I have also recently received sanction 
from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to appoint an interim CEO and a number 
of other staff from within existing resources.  I intend to have these staff in place by the end of 
February to enable the new Authority to carry out the necessary preparatory work before com-
ing formally into operation later this year.

An early priority for the new Authority will be the preparation and publication of a statutory 
register of charities.  All registered charities will be required to provide reports to the Authority 
each year on their activities and these reports will be made available to the public.  This will 
provide a much needed increase in transparency and accountability in the charitable sector, and 
will support the good practice in charity governance and management that is critical to a vibrant 
charity sector that commands the trust and confidence of donors and beneficiaries alike.
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05/02/2014WRE00550Immigration Status

05/02/2014WRE0060042. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will investigate 
the circumstances of a family (details supplied) in Dublin 8 and their current immigration status 
and housing status. [5193/14]

05/02/2014WRE00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
if the members of the family concerned have made an application for asylum or subsidiary 
protection, the position is that it is not the practice to comment on such applications for so long 
as they are in the protection process.  The Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my De-
partment is responsible for the accommodation of protection applicants in accordance with the 
Government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  Direct provision provides for full board 
accommodation supports while a final decision is awaited by a person on their protection or any 
related leave to remain application.

The family referred to in the details supplied comprise a father, mother and three small 
children.  The father only presented for direct provision accommodation in December, 2013 to 
join his wife and children who had been accommodated there for some time previously and his 
request was granted.  To date, no transfer request has been received by RIA in respect of this 
family.

As stated in response to a written PQ in respect of this family on Wednesday 29 January, 
2014, if the family wish to be accommodated at an alternative accommodation centre, they 
should apply in writing to the Reception and Integration Agency at PO Box 11487, Dublin 2.  
In relation to Watergate House accommodation centre, this is a self-catering facility which is 
designated for cases where there is an exceptional need, for example, serious medical concerns.  
There is no suitable accommodation for this size of family at Watergate House at present and 
no documentation has been provided to support an exceptional need in this instance.  If the 
family choose to apply for a transfer from Clondalkin accommodation centre, RIA will look at 
alternative accommodation options around the country for the family and respond directly to 
the family.

05/02/2014WRE00750Judicial Appointments

05/02/2014WRE0080043. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will under-
take a review of the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board so as to further ensure its com-
plete independence from political interference; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5254/14]

05/02/2014WRE00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that, 
under the Constitution, judges are appointed by the President on the advice of the Government.  
The current process for the appointment of judges in Ireland is set out in sections 12 to 17 of 
the Courts and Courts Officers Act 1995 which established the Judicial Appointments Advisory 
Board.

Under the existing system of judicial appointments, the Board submits to me, as Minister 
for Justice and Equality, the names of the persons who have applied for appointment and whom 
it recommends as suitable for appointment.  This procedure has been in place since 1995 and, 
at my request, my Department is currently undertaking a review of the judicial appointments 
process.  This review will consider how best to ensure and protect the principle of judicial in-
dependence and includes consideration of issues such as the appointment process, eligibility 
criteria, the role of the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board and the need to promote equality 
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and diversity.  

In December I initiated a public consultation process which involved not only members of 
the judiciary and the legal profession generally, but also engaged the broader public who benefit 
daily in innumerable ways from the protection of an independent judiciary.  A number of sub-
missions have been received to date and they will now be considered within my Department.  
The consultation process sought submissions within the current Constitutional provisions and 
any proposal to introduce a new system of appointments which would require statutory amend-
ments would, of course, be a matter for consideration by Government in the first instance.

05/02/2014WRE00950Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

05/02/2014WRE0100044. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which educational and rehabilitative training remain available throughout the Prison Service 
with particular reference to the availability of such facilities to first-time offenders; the extent to 
which the results of this training continue to be monitored with particular reference to prevent-
ing recidivism; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5330/14]

05/02/2014WRE01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
from my replies to previous Parliamentary Questions that the Irish Prison Service provides a 
wide range of rehabilitative programmes that include education, vocational training, healthcare, 
psychiatric, psychological, counselling, welfare and spiritual services.  These programmes are 
available in all prisons and all prisoners are eligible to use the services.  On committal, all pris-
oners are interviewed by the Governor and are informed of the services available in the prison.  
At this point prisoners may be referred to services or they can self-refer at a later date.  Where 
Governors consider, on the information available, that a prisoner needs a particular intervention 
they will initiate a referral. 

The Irish Prison Service has also been expanding the number of accredited courses and 
opportunities available to prisoners in Work Training in recent years.  Enhanced partnership ar-
rangements with accrediting bodies such as City and Guilds, the Scottish Qualifications Author-
ity (SQA), and the Guild of Launders and Cleaners and the centralising of co-ordination and 
quality assurance arrangements have enabled the extension of the number of available courses 
and activities with certification.

The development of prisoner programmes forms a central part of the Irish Prison Service 
Three Year Strategic Plan 2012-2015.  There is a clear commitment in the Strategy to enhance 
sentence planning, including Integrated Sentence Management and the delivery of prison based 
rehabilitative programmes such as education, work training and resettlement programmes.  In-
ternational research indicates that vocational training and employment can reduce the risk of re-
offending.  However, there is no comparable research currently available on the Irish System.

05/02/2014WRE01150Proposed Legislation

05/02/2014WRE0120045. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to intro-
duce the Scrap and Precious Metals Bill 2013 as a matter of public urgency; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [5253/14]

05/02/2014WRE01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I published a report in June, 
2012 on the criminal justice aspects of the cash for gold trade.  The Report prepared by my 
Department is available on www.justice.ie.  I requested the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
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Justice, Equality and Defence to consider the content of the report, to ensure that it obtains the 
views of all relevant interested parties and that it makes such report and recommendations to 
the Houses of the Oireachtas and to Government as it deems proportionate and appropriate in 
the public interest.  The current position is that I have received the Committee’s response and, 
having considered it, I have asked my Department to develop proposals in relation to the matter.

Regarding the separate issue of measures to address metal theft including the traceability 
of scrap metal,  you may be aware that An Garda Síochána published a Metal Theft Crime 
Prevention and Reduction Plan, on 6 February 2013 to address the law enforcement and crime 
prevention aspects of this matter.  The Garda Plan was developed in close co-operation with the 
stakeholders who participated in the Metal Theft Forum and it is designed to provide for an ef-
fective and multi-agency response to the problem.  An Garda Síochána is implementing a range 
of measures arising from the plan, including relevant actions under Operation Fiacla. 

With regard to the question of traceability of scrap metal, my colleague the Minister for 
the Environment, Community & Local Government has published draft regulations under the 
Waste Management Act which aim to enhance the traceability of scrap metal purchases.  I am 
advised that this proposal remains under consideration in Minister Hogan’s Department.    

05/02/2014WRE01350Immigrant Investor Programme

05/02/2014WRE0140046. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of applica-
tions that have been received and approved for the immigrant investor programme and the start-
up entrepreneur programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5247/14]

05/02/2014WRE01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): To date there have been 22 ap-
plications for the Immigrant Investor Programme.  15 of those applications have been approved 
and the remaining 7 applications are under consideration.  35 applications have been received 
for the Start-up Entrepreneur Programme.  20 of those applications have been approved, 10 ap-
plications have been refused, 2 applications have been withdrawn and 3 applications are under 
consideration.

       Question No. 47 answered with Question No. 27.

05/02/2014WRF00250Judicial Council Legislation

05/02/2014WRF0030048. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
consider incorporating a model based on the sentencing council in England and Wales within 
the new judicial council Bill expected this year.  [5332/14]

05/02/2014WRF00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreciate, 
judges are independent in the matter of sentencing, as in other matters concerning the exercise 
of judicial functions, subject only to the Constitution and the law.  The approach of the Oireach-
tas has generally been to specify in law a maximum penalty for an offence, so that a court, hav-
ing considered all the circumstances of a case, may impose an appropriate penalty up to that 
maximum.  The court is required to impose a sentence which is proportionate not only to the 
crime but to the individual offender, in that process identifying where on the sentencing range 
the particular case should lie and then applying any mitigating factors which may be present.  
An important safeguard rests in the power of the Director of Public Prosecutions to apply to the 
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Court of Criminal Appeal to review a sentence she regards as unduly lenient. 

The Superior Courts have developed a substantial body of case law setting out general 
principles of sentencing.  Sentencing practice is also being developed by a steering committee 
of the judiciary which developed the Irish Sentencing Information System (ISIS) website, a 
pilot initiative designed to gather information about the range of sentences and other penal-
ties that have been imposed for particular types of offences across court jurisdictions.  ISIS is 
being developed as a valuable tool not only for members of the judiciary but also for lawyers, 
researchers and those concerned with the needs of victims and their families, and I very much 
welcomed the initiative led by the Judiciary through the Judicial Research Office in undertaking 
the detailed work of gathering and providing information via the website.

The Programme for Government undertakes to “legislate to establish a Judicial Council, 
with lay representation, to provide an effective mechanism for dealing with complaints against 
judges” and  this commitment is being pursued in the proposed Judicial Council Bill. As well 
as providing for the establishment of a Judicial Council and Board that will promote excellence 
and high standards of conduct by judges, the proposed Bill is aimed at providing a means of 
investigating allegations of judicial misconduct supported by the establishment of a Judicial 
Conduct Committee which will have lay representation. An Interim Judicial Council has been 
established by the judiciary pending enactment of the Bill. Work on the drafting of the new Bill 
continues in conjunction with the Offices of the Attorney General and of Parliamentary Counsel 
and its publication is expected to take place early this year. It is not intended that the Judicial 
Council Bill will make additional provision in relation to matters of sentencing policy.     

The Deputy is also aware that I established a Penal Policy Review Group to carry out a 
review incorporating an examination and analysis of all aspects of penal policy including sen-
tencing policies. I expect that Group to report within a few months.  

It might also be noted that a Sentencing Council was not advocated by the Law Reform 
Commission in its Report on Mandatory Sentencing which was published last year. The report 
covers a number of complex issues and the recommendations contained in the report will be 
fully considered in my Department together with the report of the Penal Policy Review Group 
when it has been finalised.

05/02/2014WRF00450Consular Services Provision

05/02/2014WRF0047549. Deputy John Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will arrange for Irish embassy officials to visit an Irish person (details supplied) who is cur-
rently being held in a UK prison.  [5815/14]

05/02/2014WRF00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that our Embassy in London has become aware of the individual named 
by him in recent days.  The Head of Consular Services at the Embassy has written to the indi-
vidual and offered consular assistance as appropriate, which may include a visit, if so requested.  
The individual has also been provided with the contact details of the Irish Council for Prisoners 
Overseas, which has an office in the UK, and which offers support, which may include a visit 
if requested, to Irish citizens in prison abroad.  The Deputy may wish to note that neither the 
individual, nor his family, have been in direct contact with the Consular Assistance Unit of my 
Department.

05/02/2014WRF00650Tote Licences
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05/02/2014WRF0070050. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Finance further to the upcoming re-
newal of the licence for the tote, currently with Horse Racing Ireland, if this licence will be up 
for public tender in order to generate the maximum income for the State and to assist the horse 
racing industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5832/14]

05/02/2014WRF00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The tote was established under the To-
talisator Act 1929 and  to date Bord Na gCon and Horse Racing Ireland (or their predecessors) 
are the only bodies licensed to operate a tote. The primary purpose of this arrangement is to 
fund the horse and greyhound racing industry in Ireland.  The licence for Tote Ireland is due 
to expire in 2014 and an application for its renewal is under consideration in my Department.  
The Deputy will be aware that the operation of the tote is to be reviewed in the context of the 
forthcoming Gambling Control Bill which is currently under preparation by my colleague the 
Minister for Justice and Equality.

05/02/2014WRF00850Universal Social Charge Exemptions

05/02/2014WRF0090051. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare should be exempt from the universal social charge; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [5723/14]

05/02/2014WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that the universal social charge is not payable where the annual income of an 
individual does not exceed €10,036. Income subject to the universal social charge includes 
private pension income but excludes all payments made by the Department of Social Protec-
tion.  If the person concerned wishes to seek a review of tax liability for 2013 she may make 
contact with the Revenue Commissioners. It is not possible based on the information supplied 
to determine whether the individual concerned will be exempt from the universal social charge 
for 2014.  

05/02/2014WRF01050Banking Sector Issues

05/02/2014WRF0110052. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he is concerned that the transfer 
from Dublin to Edinburgh of Ulster Bank’s mortgage arrears unit will adversely affect the abil-
ity of the bank to meet its targets under the mortgage arrears resolution targets; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [5812/14]

05/02/2014WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised that it 
does not comment on the commercial decisions of individual regulated entities. In a supervisory 
capacity, the Central Bank oversees and reviews bank practices and regulatory adherence. In 
addition, the Central Bank monitors the specified Credit Institutions in relation to the Mortgage 
Arrears Resolution Targets (MART).

The Deputy will be aware that the Central Bank’s Mortgage Arrears Resolution Targets an-
nounced last March set time bound and measurable targets for the main banks requiring them to 
systematically address their arrears book.  The specified Credit Institutions to which the MART 
applies are:

- ACC;

- AIB;

- Bank of Ireland;
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- KBC Bank Ireland;

- Permanent TSB;

- Ulster Bank. 

On the basis of their audit of the bank s mortgage arrears targets, the Central Bank has indi-
cated that all six mortgage lenders covered by the MART process have reported that they met 
the 20% proposed sustainable solutions target for the second quarter of 2013 and also the 30% 
target for the third quarter in 2013.  

Public quarterly targets have now been set for the period up to June 2014 requiring the banks 
to propose by end-March 2014 sustainable solutions to 70% of mortgages in arrears greater than 
90 days, rising to 75 % by the end of June 2014.   The Central Bank is now also requiring banks 
to conclude sustainable solutions with 15% by end December 2013, 25% by end March 2014 
and 35% by end of June 2014.

Preparation work is underway by the Central Bank for the next round of MART audits 
which will focus on the Quarter 4 2013 MART submissions reviewing progress made against 
cumulative proposed and concluded targets.  The RBS review by the UK Government confirms 
the continuing role that Ulster Bank will have in the lending and deposit taking business for all 
customers here in Ireland. The consumer protections provided by the Code of Conduct on Mort-
gage Arrears and the Consumer Protection Code are still available to Ulster Bank customers.

05/02/2014WRF01250Consultancy Contracts

05/02/2014WRF0130053. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 196 of 28 January 2014, the nature of each consultancy contract; and the description of 
the work carried out in each case. [5817/14]

05/02/2014WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The information requested by the Dep-
uty could not be collated in the time available. I will respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2014WRG00150Mortgage Repayments Issues

05/02/2014WRG0020054. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if his Department or the Central 
Bank of Ireland sets down guidelines for financial institutions in respect of the level of home 
mortgage which is regarded as sustainable, relative to the applicant’s income, as was the prac-
tice prior to the housing boom.  [5859/14]

05/02/2014WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland  (CBI) 
has advised me that Chapter 5 of its Consumer Protection Code contains provisions relating 
to assessing suitability and affordability of credit, including for example, Provision 5.9 which 
provides that lenders must carry out an assessment of affordability to ascertain the personal 
consumer’s likely ability to repay the debt over the duration of the agreement.  The afford-
ability assessment must include, inter alia, a test on the basis of a 2% interest rate increase, at 
a minimum, above the interest rate offered to the personal consumer. The CBI has also pub-
lished internal sustainability guidelines in June 2013 (updated in Sept 2013) which sets out 
important factors to consider when assessing if modifications proposed by a lender are sustain-
able solutions for mortgages arrears cases. Included with the guidelines the CBI has set out its 
expectations in relation to the assessment of borrower affordability of sustainable solutions. 
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Affordability needs to be based on both their current and prospective future servicing capacity 
for all borrowings. According to the guidance, assumed prospective future increases in the debt 
servicing ability of the borrower must be credible and conservative.

05/02/2014WRG00350Illicit Trade in Tobacco

05/02/2014WRG0040055. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the reason for his recent 
statement that he feared that persons involved in the legal tobacco trade were also involved in 
the illegal trade; if he has any evidence that this is a fact; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5874/14]

05/02/2014WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I made this statement in the context of 
a debate on illegal trade in tobacco in this House last November.  I am aware that some years 
back there was a problem where it appeared that the tobacco industry was involved in the over-
supply of certain markets.  As a result of this the European Community and the Member States 
concluded  co-operation agreements with the four main tobacco companies with the stated 
aim of reinforcing the fight against cigarette smuggling and counterfeiting.  These agreements 
provide for payments by the tobacco companies in circumstances where smuggled product of 
the companies is detected. Ireland has received approximately €6.5m in payments since 2005.   

In addition, I am aware that the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) is conducting an in-
vestigation into the business affairs of one of the major tobacco manufacturers.  As far as I am 
aware this investigation is ongoing.  I believe that there is a need to monitor all potential sources 
of illicit cigarettes into the Irish market. 

05/02/2014WRG00550SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Places

05/02/2014WRG0060056. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if and when 
a place on the Naas technology project SOLAS course will be offered in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5740/14]

05/02/2014WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): This is an operational matter 
for SOLAS.  SOLAS have been requested to provide the information directly to the Deputy.

05/02/2014WRG00750Schools Building Projects Status

05/02/2014WRG0080057. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide an update regarding the location and development of a school (details supplied); if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the lack of clarity is causing huge concern for parents 
and students; if he will meet with the board of the school to discuss this; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5724/14]

05/02/2014WRG00850Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department is in ongoing 
communication with the Patron of the school in question in relation to its start-up accommoda-
tion for September 2014. This is the appropriate channel of communication. It is a matter for 
the Patron to keep the Board of Management informed.  Negotiations are ongoing in relation 
to accommodation for the school and these are at a sensitive stage.  However, my Department 
expects to be in a position to be able to provide the Patron with details shortly.
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05/02/2014WRG00875Schools Building Projects Status

05/02/2014WRG0090058. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application for additional accommodation for a school (details supplied) in County 
Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5745/14]

05/02/2014WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers recently submitted an application for funding for additional accommodation. The 
application will be assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the school authorities when this 
process has been finalised.

05/02/2014WRG01050Schools Building Projects Status

05/02/2014WRG0110059. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding assistance from the major capital funding scheme in respect of a school (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5746/14]

05/02/2014WRG01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers has applied to my Department for large scale capital funding to provide an extension/
refurbishment and conversion works.  In view of the financial constraints imposed by the need, 
as outlined in the Five Year Plan, to prioritise available funding for the provision of essential ad-
ditional school places to meet demographic demand, the Department is not in a position to pro-
vide an indicative timeframe for progression of a major capital project at this time.  However, 
my Department is currently considering the schools immediate accommodation requirements 
and will be in contact with the school authorities shortly in that regard.

05/02/2014WRG01250Site Acquisitions

05/02/2014WRG0130060. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 108 of 3 October 2013, the further progress that has been made regard-
ing the acquisition of a site required for the development of a new school (details supplied) in 
County Cork included on his Department’s five year school building programme and due to go 
to construction in 2014-15; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5766/14]

05/02/2014WRG01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The acquisition of a site for 
permanent accommodation for the school referred to by the Deputy is being progressed by my 
Department. However, due to the commercially sensitive nature of site acquisitions, I am not in 
a position to give further details at this time. However, once the acquisition of a site is finalised, 
a design team for the project will be appointed with a view to its progression to tender and 
construction.

05/02/2014WRH00125Student Grant Scheme Appeals

05/02/2014WRH0015061. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application for 
a Student Universal Support Ireland grant will be reconsidered in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5774/14]

05/02/2014WRH00175Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
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to by the Deputy the original decision of the awarding authority was upheld on appeal by the 
SUSI appeals officer.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, 
by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her 
case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student 
Grant Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form is available to download from http://www.stu-
dentfinance.ie/downloads/1375344221/2013_SGAB_appeal_form.pdf.

05/02/2014WRH00188School Accommodation

05/02/2014WRH0020062. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
number of students that are educated in prefabs in the academic year 2013-14; the breakdown 
per county in tabular form; the overall change in the numbers since the academic year of 2010-
11 per county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5782/14]

05/02/2014WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not hold 
information on the numbers of pupils in individual schools who currently occupy prefabs; this 
depends on the organisation of class groups by schools within available accommodation and 
may vary from year to year.  In general, my Department approves the rental of prefabricated 
classrooms based on need at the time of application. Local school management then organise 
their class numbers, year on year, to achieve the optimum local efficiencies.

05/02/2014WRH00350School Enrolments

05/02/2014WRH0040063. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form the mainstream primary schools in each county; the number of pupils 
currently enrolled in each; the number of classroom teachers in each; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5797/14]

05/02/2014WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The data requested is avail-
able on my Department’s website at the link below under the heading Class Size Information at 
Individual Primary School Level - http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-
Individual-Schools/.

05/02/2014WRH00550Teacher Statistics

05/02/2014WRH0060064. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form indicating the academic year the mainstream primary schools in each 
county that have lost a teacher as a result of the changes to the staff schedule he announced in 
budget 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5798/14]

05/02/2014WRH0070065. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form the academic year the mainstream primary schools in each county that 
would have seen an extra teacher appointed if he had not made the changes to the staff schedule 
as announced in budget 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5799/14]

05/02/2014WRH0080066. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the savings 
that have been incurred each year as a result of teaching staff reductions from changes to the 
staff schedule which he announced in budget 2012; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [5800/14]
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05/02/2014WRH0090067. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills to give de-
tails on the additional expenditure that would have arisen from an increase in teacher numbers 
if he had not made the changes to the staff schedule as announced in budget 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [5801/14]

05/02/2014WRH01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 64 to 67, inclusive, together.

I will arrange for the information requested by the Deputy to be forwarded directly to him.

05/02/2014WRJ00150School Accommodation

05/02/2014WRJ0020068. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
number of classes at primary level that are accommodated in prefabs; the total number of class-
es at primary level that are accommodated in prefabs that are rented and those which are owned 
by the State or school; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5802/14]

05/02/2014WRJ0030069. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
number of classes at post-primary level that are accommodated in prefabs; the total number of 
classes at post-primary level that are accommodated in prefabs that are rented and those which 
are owned by the State or school; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5803/14]

05/02/2014WRJ0040070. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual 
cost of rented prefab accommodation at primary level and at post-primary level; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5804/14]

05/02/2014WRJ0050071. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the es-
timated cost of replacing all prefab accommodation, rented or State owned, with permanent 
buildings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5805/14]

05/02/2014WRJ00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 68 to 71, inclusive, together.

My Department does not hold information on the numbers of pupils in individual schools 
who currently occupy prefabs; this depends on the organisation of class groups by schools 
within available accommodation and may vary from year to year.  In general, my Department 
approves the rental of prefabricated classrooms based on need at the time of application. Local 
school management then organise their class numbers, year on year, to achieve the optimum 
local efficiencies.  The cost of renting prefab accommodation at primary and post-primary level 
in 2013 was €15.8 million.  The cost of replacing all prefab accommodation with permanent 
buildings would vary from school to school, depending on site conditions at each school, plan-
ning conditions and other site specific costs.

05/02/2014WRJ00650Schools Amalgamation

05/02/2014WRJ0070072. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the proposed merging of three schools (details supplied) in Dublin 12; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5820/14]

05/02/2014WRJ00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm for the Deputy 
that while my Department is aware of the Patron’s proposals to merge the three schools con-
cerned, I have not received any proposal from the Patron in the matter.  The initiative for any 
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amalgamation or re-organisation may come from a variety of sources, such as parents, staff, 
Boards of Management and patron. Any such proposal to amalgamate schools must involve 
consultation with all of the relevant stakeholders and follow decisions taken at local level. The 
decision making authority for any amalgamation belongs to the Patron of a school, subject to 
the approval of the Minister for Education and Skills.

05/02/2014WRJ00850European Globalisation Fund

05/02/2014WRJ0090073. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the final reports to the European Commission on all closed European glo-
balisation fund programmes; the total moneys returned or due to be returned to the European 
Commission from each of these programmes. [5823/14]

05/02/2014WRJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Since 2011 my Department has submitted final reports and statements justifying expenditure to 
the European Commission in respect of six completed programmes to assist redundant workers 
which were co-financed by the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund.  It should be noted 
that the design of the EGF process provides for the return of unused EU co-financing, given 
the inherent difficulties in estimating at the time of application, two years earlier, precisely 
what the level of up-take across a wide range of supports will ultimately be.  The position in 
relation to the financing, expenditure and returned EU funding on all currently completed EGF 
programmes is set out on the Annex.

ANNEX

EGF Programme Total Funding Alloca-
tion (EU and national)

Of which EU Co-
funding allocation 
(65%)

Total EGF pro-
gramme Expenditure

Co-funding allocation  
returned to EU

Dell €22,817,000 €14,831,040 €13,619,598 €5,380,480*
Waterford Crystal €3,955,159 €2,570,843 €3,089,633 €506,332*
SR Technics €11,455,174 €7,455,863 €4,504,198 €4,066,320*
NACE 41
Construction of 
Buildings

€19,522,829 €12,689,838 €12,626,175 €4,487,558

NACE 43
Specialized Construc-
tion Activities

€33,329,459 €21,664,148 €20,304,793 €8,481,163

NACE 71
Architectural Services

€2,135,107 €1,387,073 1,811,073 €210,906

*The European Commission has to date only sought and been reimbursed 90% of the un-
used co-financing on the first three EGF programmes above. Requests for the estimated bal-
ances of €0.598 million (Dell), €0.056 million (Waterford Crystal) and €0.452 million (S R 
Technics) respectively are anticipated in due course.

05/02/2014WRJ01050National Council for Special Education

05/02/2014WRJ0110074. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason staff 
at the National Council for Special Education are not responding fully to a query (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5824/14]

05/02/2014WRJ01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education, through its network of local Special Edu-
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cational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from schools 
for special  educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for the al-
location of Special Education supports and the staffing resources available to my Department.  
The NCSE has published details of all of their allocations for resource  teaching and SNA sup-
port for the 2013/2014 school year on their website www.ncse.ie, which detail the allocations 
made for each school on a per county basis. At present, five SNAs have been approved for the 
school referred to by the Deputy.

I wish to clarify that the NCSE allocates a quantum of SNA support for each school an-
nually taking into account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support.  
The deployment of SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/Board of 
Management.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care 
support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been al-
located.  It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual 
need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

Schools can contact the NCSE if they have enrolled children who were not considered at the 
time that the revised SNA allocations were made to schools, or where they are seeking a revi-
sion to the quantum of SNA support which has been allocated to them. In general, a revision to 
SNA allocations will only be made in circumstances where schools have enrolled new pupils, or 
where schools can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for the care 
needs of all of the qualifying children in their school. 

The Deputy’s question in relation to an application for SNA support for an individual pupil 
was referred to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply and I understand from my officials 
that a response issued to the Deputy regarding this matter on 4 February 2014.

Leader’s Allowance Issues

05/02/2014WRK0020075. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide in tabular form the amount paid to each independent TD under the leader’s allow-
ance payment since 1997; if any Independent TD did not claim the full amount available; if this 
payment was ever taxable; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5729/14]

05/02/2014WRK00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The amounts 
paid under the party leader’s allowance from 2001 to 2013 are set out in the following table.  
The current data systems in use allow for detailed payment records in the manner requested by 
the Deputy from 2001, however this system does not permit detailing the payments to indepen-
dent TDs prior to 2001.

Deputy Beverley Flynn waived her entitlement to the party leader’s allowance from 2009 to 
2011.  There have not been any other waivers by independent TDs in receipt of the allowance 
in the period referred to by the Deputy.

Under the legislation, the payment under the party leader’s allowance is not subject to in-
come tax.

Following a review of the allowance and a consultation process with leaders of qualifying 
political parties, qualifying independent members and with the Standards in Public Office Com-
mission, I published the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices) (Amendment) Bill 
2013 in October 2013.  
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The Bill has passed all stages in Seanad Éireann and is currently in passage through Dáil 
Éireann. The Bill provides for a reduction of 10% in the rates of the allowance, representing 
an estimated full year Exchequer saving of €0.84 million.  The Bill includes other necessary 
measures all of which will increase transparency and accountability in the use of the allowance. 

- 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Beverly Flynn €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €23,
984.07

€40,
319.50

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00

Catherine Murphy €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €27,
752.04

€39,
829.71

€12,
893.48

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
783.20

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Finian McGrath €0.00 €18,
990.75

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€36,
877.55

€41,
087.07

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

€39,
437.30

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Jackie Healy Rae €18,
906.44

€28,
945.29

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€36,
877.55

€41,
085.07

€37,
722.63

€41,
151.96

€4,
654.09

€0.00 €0.00

James Breen €0.00 €18,
990.75

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€12,
893.48

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00

Jerry Cowley €0.00 €18,
990.75

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€12,
893.48

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00

John Halligan €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
783.20

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Luke Flanagan €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
783.20

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Marian Harkin €0.00 €18,
990.75

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€12,
893.48

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00

Mattie McGrath €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
783.20

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Maureen O Sul-
livan

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €24,
005.31

€41,
151.96

€39,
437.30

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Michael Healy Rae €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
783.20

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Michael Lowry €18,
906.44

€28,
945.29

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€36,
877.55

€41,
085.07

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

€39,
437.30

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Michael Wallace €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €75,
935.16

€41,
151.96

Mildred Fox €18,
906.44

€28,
945.29

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€12,
893.48

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00

Noel Grealish €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
783.20

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Paddy McHugh €0.00 €18,
990.75

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€12,
893.48

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00

Paudge  Connnolly €0.00 €18,
990.75

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€12,
893.48

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00

S Ross €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
783.20

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Seamus Healy €18,
906.44

€28,
945.29

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€12,
893.48

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
783.20

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Stephen Donnelly €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
783.20

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Thomas Pringle €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
783.20

€41,
151.96

€41,
151.96

Tom Fleming €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €34,
293.30

€41,
641.86

€41,
151.96

Tom Gildea €18,
906.44

€9,9
54.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00

Tony Gregory €18,
906.44

€28,
945.29

€30,
648.96

€31,
883.51

€33,
809.28

€39,
829.71

€36,
877.55

€41,
085.07

€221.25 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00

Public Sector Staff Issues

05/02/2014WRK0040076. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if full-time 
public service employees with a disability are obliged to work the additional two working hours 
as set out in the context of the Haddington Road agreement; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [5748/14]

05/02/2014WRK00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Hadding-
ton Road Agreement (HRA) set out a series of pay and productivity measures for all public 
servants with the aim of reducing the pay and pensions bill in order to contribute to the required  
reduction in the General Government Deficit and to support the restoration of fiscal sustain-
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ability.  One of the key measures included in the HRA relates to the working of additional hours 
by all public servants who were not already working a 39 hour week.  For example, full-time 
public servants who were working 35 hours or less per week increased their working hours 
to 37 hours per week and those working more than 35 hours per week but less than 39 hours 
increased their hours to 39 hours per week.  These additional hours are required by all public 
servants, including those with disabilities.  

There is, however, an important provision in the Agreement that allows any staff member 
to opt to remain on their pre-HRA hours, albeit, with the appropriate pro-rata pay adjustment 
to reflect their reduced working hours.  The civil service - as is the case for all employers - is 
required under the Disability Act, 2005 to make reasonable accommodation to allow staff with 
disabilities access to equal opportunities.  Specific provisions were also included in the HRA 
for staff with disabilities in the context of changes to work-sharing arrangements. From 1 July 
2013, new work-sharing patterns less than 50% of fulltime working hours will not be approved. 
However, staff with a disability who have been provided with a reasonable accommodation to 
work less than 50% of full time working hours will be allowed to work such a pattern, with the 
appropriate pro-rata pay adjustment, for as long as the reasonable accommodation is required.

 The Deputy may wish to note, that my Department which is responsible for the overall ar-
rangements relating to employment of staff with disabilities in the civil service is strongly 
committed to promoting and supporting the employment of people with disabilities.  According 
to the latest available information, employment of people with disabilities in the Civil Service 
reached 4.2% in 2012, which exceeded the 3% target set out in the Disability Act 2005.

Official Engagements

05/02/2014WRK0060077. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
visit at an early date Rossbeigh, Incharea, Cromane Lower and other parts of County Kerry 
where homes, businesses and properties were flooded and where public infrastructure has been 
destroyed-damaged due to coastal erosion-storms-high tides; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [5783/14]

05/02/2014WRK00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): I will visit areas in Kerry affected by flooding tomorrow. An itinerary has been pro-
vided to the Deputy. 

National Monuments

05/02/2014WRK0080078. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his views on correspondence regarding funding in respect of a monument (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5876/14]

05/02/2014WRK00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Dunbeg Fort at Fahan, Co. Kerry is a National Monument in private ownership and 
is under the Guardianship of the Commissioners of Public Works under the relevant National 
Monuments legislation.  As a National Monument in State care, its maintenance is therefore the 
responsibility of the National Monuments Service of the Office of Public Works (OPW).

The Fort occupies a very precarious position at the cliff edge and as such is at risk.  As has 
been widely reported in the media in recent days, the structure suffered a significant collapse 
during recent storms and a significant portion of the Fort has collapsed irretrievably into the sea.
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The OPW has, since the collapse, been assessing the damage done to the Monument, in con-
junction with a structural engineer and relevant archaeological personnel from the Department 
of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  In cooperation with the owner, protective fencing has been 
erected and public access to the Fort has been prohibited in view of the current situation, where 
the structure remains highly unstable and unsafe.   

Investigations are continuing currently, as weather permits, to assess whether it will be 
possible to restore limited public access to a portion of the site in the future.  The assessment 
will also investigate whether any mitigating measures are feasible to protect any of the remain-
ing structure from further collapse and erosion damage.  At this point it is not possible to say 
whether any such measures are viable.  Though the OPW and the Department of Arts Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht are focussed on protecting and conserving as much as possible of the Monu-
ment, it may not prove feasible ultimately, given its current highly precarious state and the 
severe weather currently, to protect the structure from even further loss.

Microenterprise Loan Fund Application Numbers

05/02/2014WRK0100079. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of microenterprises that have received funding through Microenterprise Ireland; the 
number of jobs this has created and the overall monetary investment; when the new communi-
cations strategy for the company will start; what the difference is between the new strategy and 
the old; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5781/14]

05/02/2014WRK01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As at 31 Janu-
ary, 2014 Microfinance Ireland (MFI) has received a total of 414 applications.  Of these applica-
tions, 153 have been approved for loans ranging in value from €2k up to €25k and a total loan 
value of €2.37m being invested in microenterprises, supporting 338 jobs.

Since the Fund launched, the marketing and communication strategy for MFI has been 
continuously evolving and built upon in order to reach out to as wide an audience as possible.  
There has been extensive outreach and marketing activity by MFI at SME events throughout 
the country both with general SME audiences and sector specific audiences.  During 2013 MFI 
attend the Ploughing Championships, the National Franchise expo, Enterprise Ireland and Bord 
Bia events, business training, breakfast briefings and one to one client events. 

In addition to this there has been continuous promotional activity undertaken to raise overall 
general awareness of the scheme including national and local radio advertising, distribution of 
promotional leaflets at all events and the MFI website has been updated to improve customer 
service.  MFI also engages closely with the Banks and the Credit Review Office to promote the 
Loan Fund to bank declined applicants and to cross refer suitable applicants to MFI.

In 2014, this marketing and communication activity will be built upon and extended out to 
other agencies and business representative groups who engage with smaller businesses includ-
ing Local Development Companies, local Chamber groups and Accountancy groups.  Social 
Media activity will also be built upon and local press will also be used to highlight successful 
MFI customer stories.  MFI will also look to open up new channels for sector specific audiences 
that have particular challenges in accessing bank credit facilities and seek to tailor solutions 
for their particular needs in relation to borrowing funds for new and existing small businesses. 
Like with any new business with a national reach the communication strategy is a continuous 
process that is constantly reviewed to ensure best value for money, best fit with the relevant 
audiences and optimal use of both limited staff resources and promotional budgets and ongoing 
review of the product, process and customer target audience to ensure appropriate optimal fit 
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for the product and the service. The environment in terms of SME demand for credit facilities 
continues to be challenging but where businesses have been declined bank credit facilities, MFI 
is committed to ensuring that all applicants with a viable business are given a full and fair as-
sessment under their risk criteria.

Companies Law

05/02/2014WRK0120080. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
penalties that apply to a person trading under the name of a company that has been dissolved 
for over four years, having never filed accounts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5857/14]

05/02/2014WRK01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The power of 
the Registrar of Companies to strike a company off the Register is found in Section 12 of the 
Companies (Amendment) Act 1982, as amended and Section 311 of the Companies Act 1963, 
as amended.  A company, following strike off ceases to exist as a legal entity as and from the 
date on which notice of its strike off is published in the Companies Registration Office Gazette.  
The protection of limited liability is lost with effect from that date, and if the business formerly 
carried on through the company is continued, the owners are trading in their personal capacity. 
In addition, all real and personal property of the company vests in the State.

An application may be made to the High Court by the Director of Corporate Enforcement 
(the Director) for an order pursuant to section 160(2)(h) of the  Companies Act 1990, disquali-
fying the company’s directors from acting as directors or having any involvement in the man-
agement of any company, together with an order for the legal costs incurred by the Director in 
bringing such application and the costs incurred by him in investigating the matter. The length 
of the disqualification period is a matter for the Court.

Employment Rights Issues

05/02/2014WRL0020081. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position regarding employment rights in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5865/14]

05/02/2014WRL00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy 
will appreciate, I cannot give legal advice in the context of answering a Dáil question and the 
interpretation of the law is a matter for the Courts and relevant quasi-judicial bodies.

The National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) is mandated to secure compliance 
with employment rights legislation.  Under the current reform programme NERA’s Information 
Unit has been restructured and expanded to form a new Workplace Relations Customer Service 
Section.  This Section provides information in relation to employment, equality and industrial 
relations rights and obligations.  It can be contacted at Lo-call: 1890 80 80 90. The website 
http://www.workplacerelations.ie also provides extensive information on employment rights.

Complaints under any of the legislation mentioned above may be made via downloading the 
“Single Complaint Form” from the website www.workplacerelations.ie.

  Question No. 82 withdrawn.
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Rent Supplement Scheme Data

05/02/2014WRL0050083. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 23 
years of age and younger in receipt of rent allowance from her Department for each of the past 
five years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5725/14]

05/02/2014WRL00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are currently approximately 
79,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €344 million 
for 2014. 

Statistics are not available on the number of persons 23 years of age and younger in receipt 
of rent supplement for each of the past five years.  The rent supplement age statistics that are 
available profiles recipients’ age subtotalled for every 5 years for those over 20 years of age.  
The following tabular statement providing this data in respect of customers aged under 20 to 30 
years for the period from 2009 to 2013.

  Rent Supplement recipients aged under 20 years to 30 years 2009-2013

Age Group 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Under 20 years 1,359 1,004 825 579 407 
20 to 24 years 14,029 13,146 11,581 9,078 7,114 
25 to 29 years 17,841 18,353 17,896 15,204 12,922 

  Question No. 84 withdrawn.

State Pensions Reform

05/02/2014WRL0080085. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 85 of 5 February 2014 in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
7, the options available to them in respect of State pension on the basis that they are obliged by 
their employer to retire aged 65 years; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [5754/14]

05/02/2014WRL00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Increasing State pension age and 
the abolition of the State pension (transition), from January 2014, are steps that have been taken 
to ensure the sustainability of pensions into the future.  The decision to reform State pension 
was taken in the context of changing demographics and the fact that people are living longer 
and healthier lives. 

Depending on the person’s pension scheme, he may be entitled to an occupational pension 
at age 65 and he should contact his employer in this regard.  In terms of social welfare supports 
available to those at age 65, all short term social welfare schemes are payable to age 66.  The 
main payment available on leaving employment before pension age is jobseeker’s benefit.  Ex-
isting legislation provides that jobseekers whose benefit expires in their 65th year will continue 
to be paid benefit up until the age of 66, subject to the general scheme conditions.

The Department has put in place new administrative arrangements to ease the transition 
from the labour force into retirement and to support those who are no longer eligible for State 
pension (transition).  For people aged 62 or over who are claiming Jobseeker’s Benefit or Al-
lowance, they will no longer be required to engage with the activation process and will not be 
subject to penalty rates for non-engagement.  However, they can, on a voluntary basis, avail of 
all supports available in training or employment support programmes.
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In addition, signing period will be reduced to a yearly signing arrangement for this age 
group and most will be transferred to Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) payments so payment can 
be made directly into their bank account.

Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

05/02/2014WRL0100086. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will raise the cap 
on rent allowance in view of increasing rents throughout certain parts of the country. [5760/14]

05/02/2014WRL01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term income support to assist with reasonable accommodation 
costs of eligible people living in private rented accommodation who are unable to provide for 
their accommodation costs from their own resources and who do not have accommodation 
available to them from another source.  There are currently approximately 79,000 rent supple-
ment recipients for which the Government has provided over €344 million for 2014. 

Revised rent limits under the rent supplement scheme have been implemented with effect 
from Monday 17 June 2013 and will be in place until 31 December 2014.  The rent limits were 
determined following an extensive review of the private rental market based on the most up-
to-date data available.  The purpose of the rent limit review is to ensure availability of accom-
modation for rent supplement tenancies and not to provide rent supplement tenants with access 
to all housing in all areas while ensuring that maximum value for money for tenants and the 
taxpayer is achieved. 

During the rent limit review, the Department used information from rental tenancies regis-
tered with the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) to analyse actual rental costs in each 
county across the country.  The Department also used publicly available data sources including 
the Central Statistics Office rental indices, the Daft.ie Rental Report and websites, advertising 
rental properties to ascertain both the market trends and the current asking prices for one, two 
and three bedroom properties. 

There have been increases in the maximum rent limits in Dublin and Galway while there 
have been some reductions across a number of rural counties reflecting the conditions in the 
rental markets in those counties.  Separate to the county limits, higher rent limits have been 
provided for in North Kildare and Bray areas. 

Officials in the Department continue to examine the impact of the rent limits on those who 
claim rent supplement but at this stage I have no plans to revise the existing rent limits.

Redundancy Payments

05/02/2014WRL0120087. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection the time limit 
for applying for statutory redundancy; if a person who left work because they became termi-
nally ill may apply for statutory redundancy after a period of five years has elapsed; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [5773/14]

05/02/2014WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the redundancy 
payments scheme is to compensate workers, under the Redundancy Payments Acts for the loss 
of their jobs by reason of redundancy.  It is the employer’s responsibility to make statutory re-
dundancy payments to its eligible employees.

The time limit for an employee to make a statutory redundancy lump sum claim is 52 weeks 
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after the date of termination of employment.  The Employment Appeals Tribunal can extend the 
time limit to 104 weeks from the date of termination of employment where evidence is provided 
that the delay in submitting the claim arose through reasonable cause.

In order to qualify for a statutory redundancy payment, an employee must:

-  have at least two years continuous service;

-  be in employment which is insurable under the Social Welfare Acts;

-  be over the age of 16; and

-  have been made redundant as a result of a genuine redundancy situation.

In the first instance, it is up to the employer to determine if a genuine redundancy situation 
exists.  In general, this means that the job no longer exists and the person is not replaced.  This 
can occur where, for example, an employer requires fewer employees to do work of a particular 
kind, where a company goes into liquidation or receivership, where it is decided to rationalise 
a business or where a business simply closes down.

A person who voluntarily resigns, or resigns due to ill-health, would not satisfy the legis-
lative conditions governing the redundancy scheme and so could not be viewed to have been 
dismissed by reason of redundancy.  Accordingly, such a person would not be entitled to a statu-
tory redundancy payment.

      Question No. 88 withdrawn.

05/02/2014WRM00250Supplementary Welfare Allowance Applications

05/02/2014WRM0030089. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
as a matter of urgency an application for rent allowance and supplementary welfare payments 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow as all of the information requested 
has now been submitted. [5794/14]

05/02/2014WRM00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The client in question was award-
ed jobseeker’s allowance from 31 January 2014, having being in receipt of a supplementary 
welfare allowance from 16 January 2014. The client was asked to supply further information in 
relation to her rent supplement claim on 4 February 2014 and a decision on entitlement will be 
made on receipt of same.

05/02/2014WRM00450Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

05/02/2014WRM0050090. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 84 of 30 January 2014, if she will outline exactly where in primary legis-
lation the back to education allowance is provided for; if she will provide a copy of the second-
ary legislation, statutory instrument or directive that provides for the rules and regulations that 
apply to its administration; if she will provide a copy of the non-statutory rules and guidance 
that applies; the basis these rules have in law; if she will specifically address the reason a person 
(details supplied) was told that they could take a break from a course and the BTEA they were 
receiving and resume in another semester by a social welfare office; if she will intervene to 
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ensure this person receives the allowance that officials in her Department previously told them 
they were entitled to; if she will provide any examples of advisory leaflets or publicity material 
on the BTEA that outlines the semester issue highlighted here; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [5806/14]

05/02/2014WRM00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Schemes, such as the back to edu-
cation allowance (BTEA), are introduced under powers conferred on the Minister for Social 
Protection under the Social Welfare Acts to provide and fund a range of support programmes 
and schemes for people in receipt of a certain social welfare payments.  The rules applying to 
BTEA are not contained in primary or secondary legislation but in operational guidelines pre-
pared by the Department and sanctioned by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.   
The guidelines for BTEA are published and available on the Department’s website - www.
welfare.ie. 

The reason the person detailed was not approved for BTEA is that a single semester is not 
considered to be full-time education as set in the operational guidelines.  The person in ques-
tion received BTEA for two and a half academic years until she ceased her course of study in 
early 2013.  The general advice given to customers in such circumstances, i.e. if they cease to 
continue with a course of study and then wish to resume that course of study at a later date, is 
that BTEA can only be restored for a full-time course of study supported by a letter furnished 
by a third level institution confirming the circumstances and the customer’s registration as a 
full-time student.  As stated before, BTEA will not be paid for a single semester.  I have asked 
an official from my department to make further enquires with the person concerned and lo-
cal officials to determine if BTEA can be restored in the circumstances.  Paragraph  3.2 of the 
guidelines provide that any person who is not satisfied with the decision may request in writing 
a review by an officer of the relevant Social Welfare office enclosing a new evidence in support 
of the review. 

05/02/2014WRM00650Social Welfare Schemes

05/02/2014WRM0070091. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 84 of 30 January 2014, the number of schemes and payments in her 
Department that are paid out with non-statutory rules and guidance not based in primary legis-
lation as she recently indicated applied for back to education allowance; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [5807/14]

05/02/2014WRM00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The table lists the various social 
welfare schemes and payments that are provided for on a statutory basis and on a non-statutory 
basis.  In general, the weekly income replacement payments, such as State pensions, illness and 
disability benefits, jobseekers payments etc., are provided for on a statutory basis.  However, 
other schemes which provide a variety of services free of charge or at reduced rates, e.g. free 
travel, household benefits package, require more flexibility in their operation and are consid-
ered best provided for by way of administrative guidelines, rather than in primary legislation.

In addition, the Department operates a range of schemes and services which provide oppor-
tunities and incentives for jobseekers and other social welfare recipients to take up education, 
training and employment opportunities.  Access to these types of opportunities is not automatic.  
For instance, in order to avail of a Community Employment scheme there would need to be 
such a scheme in operation in the person’s locality, a place would need to be available on such 
a scheme and the person would also be required to attend an interview in order to assess his or 
her suitability for participating in such a scheme.
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By their nature therefore, these types of courses and programmes require a lot of flexibil-
ity in their operation and they are also considered best provided for by way of administrative 
guidelines, rather than in primary legislation.

Social Welfare Schemes set out in Primary Legisla-
tion

Non-statutory Social Welfare Schemes

State Pension (Transition)                                                                                               National Fuel Scheme
State Pension (Contributory) Free Travel
State Pension (Non-Contributory) Household Benefits Package
Widows, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
(Contributory) Pension

Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance

Widow’s Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
Non-Contributory Pension

Community Employment Scheme   

Death Benefit under the Occupational Injury Benefits 
scheme for widows, widowers, surviving civil part-
ners and orphans 

Rural Social Scheme - RSS 

Bereavement Grant Tús - Community Work Placement Initiative 
Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner’s Grant Back to Work Enterprise Allowance 
One Parent Family Payment Short-Term Enterprise Allowance 
Child Benefit Part Time Job Incentive Scheme
Family Income Supplement Work Placement Programme
Guardian’s payment (Contributory) Jobbridge, The National Internship Scheme
Guardian’s payment (Non- Contributory) Back to Education Allowance
Maternity Benefit Training and Development Option 
Adoptive Benefit Part-Time Education Option (PTEO)
Health and Safety Benefit Springboard 
Jobseekers Benefit Jobsplus
Jobseeker’s Allowance The Wage Subsidy Scheme 
Farm Assist The Reasonable Accommodation Fund for the Em-

ployment of people with disabilities
Pre-Retirement Allowance The Disability Awareness Training Support Scheme
Illness Benefit Job Initiative Scheme
Partial Capacity Benefit Gateway
Invalidity Pension Technical Assistance & Training Fund
Disability Allowance Technical Employment Support Grant
Blind Pension Activation and Family Support Programme
Carer’s Benefit School Meals – local projects scheme
Carer’s Allowance -
Domiciliary Care Allowance -
Respite Care Grant -
Injury Benefit -
Disablement Benefit -
Medical Care -
Treatment Benefit -
Rent Allowance for tenants affected by the De-Con-
trol of Rents 

-

Supplementary Welfare Allowance -
Rent Supplement -
Mortgage Interest Supplement -
Diet Supplement -
Exceptional Needs Payments -
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Social Welfare Schemes set out in Primary Legisla-
tion

Non-statutory Social Welfare Schemes

Urgent Needs Payments -
School Meals - urban scheme -

05/02/2014WRM00850Civil Registration Legislation

05/02/2014WRM0090092. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to introduce 
legislation to allow the civil registration for granddaughters or grandsons when death occurs as 
a result of an accident to a mother (details supplied). [5813/14]

05/02/2014WRM01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The loss of a child in any circum-
stances is an extremely tragic event for a family and I would like to extend my deepest sym-
pathies to those families who have lost children.  The procedures governing the registration of 
deaths are provided for under Part 5 of the Civil Registration Act, 2004. When a death occurs 
it is registered on foot of a certificate of cause of death supplied by a registered medical practi-
tioner. Where a death is referred to a coroner, the death is registered by a registrar on foot of a 
coroner’s certificate. These are the only circumstances under which a death can be registered. 

Section 28 of the Civil Registration Act, 2004 provides for the registration of stillbirths. 
A still born child is defined under the Act as “a child who, at birth, weighs not less than 500 
grammes or has a gestational age of not less than 24 weeks and shows no sign of life and ‘‘still-
birth’’ shall be construed accordingly”. Section 28 (7) of the Act provides that, if a coroner as-
certains that a body is that of a stillborn child, he or she shall notify a registrar in the functional 
area of the authority in which the body is located of the stillbirth and shall give to the registrar, 
in as far as he or she can ascertain them, the required particulars in relation to the stillbirth, and 
the registrar shall register the stillbirth in such manner as an tArd-Chlaraitheoir may direct. 

While understanding that the loss this family suffered is a tragic one it would not be work-
able to establish and maintain a separate register of deaths in such cases.  It is not intended, 
therefore, to amend the Civil Registration Act, 2004 to allow for the registration of deaths with-
out a medical certificate or a coroner’s certificate stating the cause of death. 

05/02/2014WRM01050Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

05/02/2014WRM0110093. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Monaghan has been waiting over two months on the outcome of an 
appeal against the decision to refuse them jobseeker’s allowance; the current waiting time for 
an appeal in respect of jobseeker’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[5829/14]

05/02/2014WRM01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was received in that office on 27 
November 2013 and was registered on 9 December 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the 
appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the 
Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  These papers were received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office on 14 January 2014 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The average time taken to process Jobseeker’s Allowance (payments) appeals in 2013 was 
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26.7 weeks for those requiring an oral hearing and 20.5 weeks for a summary decision.  The 
average time taken to process Jobseeker’s Allowance (means) appeals in 2013 was 29.7 weeks 
for those requiring an oral hearing and 21.2 weeks for a summary decision.

Appeal processing times are calculated from the registration date of the appeal to the date 
of its finalisation. They include all activities during this period including time spent awaiting 
any clarification from the appellant, time in the Department for comments by the Deciding Of-
ficer on the grounds of appeal put forward by the appellant, and any further investigation, ex-
amination or assessment by the Department’s Inspectors and Medical Assessors that is deemed 
necessary. While this process carries an inherent delay in terms of finalising an appeal, it also 
crystalises the flexibility and accessibility of the appeals system. By its nature and because it 
is a quasi-judicial function, the processing of appeals takes time and reflects the fact that, by 
definition, the appeal process cannot be a quick one. 

There has been a rapid and sustained increase in the number of appeals received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office since 2009 which has placed extraordinary pressure on the office. Up 
to 2009, the average number of appeals received was 15,000 per annum whereas in 2012, the 
number of appeals received peaked at 35,484, reducing to 32,777 appeals in 2013. In order to 
manage this increasing workload, significant resources and efforts have been put into reducing 
backlogs and improving appeals processing times for appellants, including the assignment of 
15 additional Appeals Officers, in addition to 10 former Community Welfare Service Appeals 
Officers who joined the appeals office in 2011, bringing the total number of serving Appeals 
Officers to 41; reviewing and improving business processes; and implementing a new operat-
ing model within the appeals office. A major programme of process redesign and modernisation 
is also underway in the Department in relation to many of its scheme areas, aimed at reducing 
backlogs and reducing the time taken by the Department to respond to requests from the appeals 
office for submissions in relation to appeals. 

In addition to the improvements in processing times mentioned above, these measures have 
also led to a significant increase in the number of appeals finalised in the appeals office from 
17,787 in 2009 to 38,421 in 2013. An additional 5,863 appeals were finalised in 2013 compared 
to 2012. Good progress has also been made in reducing the number of appeals on hand from 
20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 14,884 at 27 January 2014. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements. 

05/02/2014WRM01250Carer’s Allowance Appeals

05/02/2014WRM0130094. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
carer’s allowance will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5839/14]

05/02/2014WRM01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case.  Every effort will be made to hear the case 
as quickly as possible and the appellant will be informed when arrangements have been made.  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.
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      Question No. 95 withdrawn.

05/02/2014WRN00250Pensions Reform

05/02/2014WRN0030096. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 125 of 28 January 2014, if a pensionable service tapered table dealing with ser-
vice and recognising different contributions will be implemented in calculating pension ben-
efits; and if she will acknowledge that this would not constitute age discrimination as applying 
different criteria to different age groups has been found to be justified.  [5870/14]

05/02/2014WRN00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The principle underlying a service 
tapered approach would be that those who have contributed for longest should get the most out 
of the scheme in the event of the wind up of scheme.  As I indicated in my previous response, 
this was one of the many options considered during the deliberation phase which preceded the 
publication of the Social Welfare and Pension (No. 2) Bill 2013.  It was acknowledged at that 
time that the present approach to the calculation of pension benefits essentially adopts a service 
based approach to the calculation of such benefits.

For example, consider two members of a scheme, one with 30 years’ service completed and 
one with 15 years’ service completed.  Assume the pension formula is 1/60th of pensionable sal-
ary per year of service, both have the same pensionable salary of €30,000 and both are aged 55.   
The accrued pension of the first member is 30/60th of €30,000, which is €15,000.  The accrued 
pension of the second member is half this amount, which is €7,500.  

Overlaying a service related scale could be regarded as overweighting the priority order in 
favour of service and in this regard may be considered inequitable.  A further potential drawback 
identified in relation to a service related scale was it may suffer from practical implementation 
difficulties due to data issues in respect of former employees, especially those who left many 
years ago.  I am satisfied that the approach adopted in the legislation is the most appropriate and 
fulfils the objectives of ensuring that service in the scheme is fully recognised.

05/02/2014WRN00450Commemorative Plaques

05/02/2014WRN0050097. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if he will consider funding or co-funding a statue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin city centre on the 30th anniversary of their death. [5761/14]

05/02/2014WRN00600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment has not received an application for the project referred to by the Deputy. However, I 
should inform the Deputy that my Department does not have a dedicated budget for projects of 
this nature.

05/02/2014WRN00650Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Eligibility

05/02/2014WRN0070098. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
agree to compensate those with turbary rights over sites which were designated SACs and who 
complied with his Department’s direction not to cut turf while other bog owners continued to 
do so in breach of his Department’s directions and the law; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [5819/14]
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05/02/2014WRN00800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In 2011, the 
Government announced a comprehensive compensation scheme for those affected by the ces-
sation of turf cutting on raised bog special areas of conservation. This cessation of turf cutting 
compensation scheme consists of a payment of €1,500 per year, index linked, over 15 years 
or, where feasible, relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs, where they can continue 
to cut turf. Those wishing to relocate can avail of the financial payment or the delivery of cut 
turf while relocation sites are identified, investigated and prepared. The cost of acquiring and 
preparing relocation sites will be met by the State.

The qualifying criteria for the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme are that:

-  The claimant must have a legal interest in one of the 53 raised bog special areas of con-
servation - ownership or turbary right;

-  The claimant must have been the owner or entitled to exercise turbary rights on the land 
in question on 25 May 2010;

-  The turbary on the site must not be exhausted;

-  The claimant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period; and

-  No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

Establishing ownership rights is particularly complex and my Department is working with 
owners of land and turbary right holders to assist them in this regard while at the same time 
working to ensure that only those who are entitled to compensation receive it. For example, 
my Department has put in place a process of accepting affidavits where it is difficult to prove 
ownership or turbary rights.

If the Deputy has any particular case in mind, my Department will be happy to examine it.

05/02/2014WRN00850Energy Usage

05/02/2014WRN0090099. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the percentage of electricity consumed in Ireland that was generated from renew-
able sources since 2007; if he will provide a breakdown of these sources; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5731/14]

05/02/2014WRN01000100. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the highest percentage use of renewable energy sources on any given day; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5732/14]

05/02/2014WRN01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 99 and 100 together.

The 2009 EU Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of 16% of 
energy to come from renewable sources by 2020. In order to meet this target, Ireland is com-
mitted to meeting 40% of electricity demand from renewable sources of generation by 2020. 
Figures for 2012 show that 19.6% of electricity demand was met by renewable generation in 
2012. The table below gives the normalised percentage of gross final electricity consumption 
that was generated by renewable source. 

To date wind energy has been the largest driver of growth in renewable electricity. In 2013 
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15.3% of electricity demand was met by wind generation. At the end of 2013 the total amount 
of renewable electricity generation connected to the grid was 2,300 MW. It is estimated that 
a total of between 3,500 MW and 4,000 MW will be required to allow Ireland meet its 40% 
renewable electricity target. Currently, around 3,000 MW of renewable generation has taken up 
connection offers under the Gate 3 grid connection programme. 

The table below shows the contribution made by each renewable generation technology as 
a percentage of total electricity demand for each year since 2007: 

Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Renewables % of Gross Electricity 9.9% 11.1% 13.7% 14.9% 17.6% 19.6%
Hydro (normalised) 2.5% 2.5% 2.6% 2.6% 2.7% 2.7%
Wind (normalised) 6.8% 7.9% 10.2% 11.2% 13.7% 15.3%
Biomass 0.0% 0.1% 0.2% 0.4% 0.5% 0.9%
Landfill Gas 0.5% 0.5% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6%
Biogas 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

The highest level of renewable generation exported to the grid to date is 1,866 MW, on 17 
December 2013. 

05/02/2014WRN01150Green Paper on Energy Publication

05/02/2014WRN01200101. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources when he expects his Green Paper on energy to be published; if he is willing to 
take submissions on this paper; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5733/14]

05/02/2014WRN01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The energy policy landscape has undergone considerable change since the Energy Policy White 
Paper was published in 2007. Having regard to this, my Department is currently preparing an 
Energy Green Paper identifying issues that need to be considered in the development of Ire-
land’s energy policy to meet current and future challenges. Those issues include:

-  EU legislative and policy developments as well as initiatives proposed by the EU institu-
tions;

-  the growing prominence of renewable energy and the advent of new technologies facilitat-
ing development of cleaner fuels;

-  the consequences of transitioning to a low carbon economy and society to counter the 
threat of climate change;

-  the unconventional oil and gas revolution;

-  global and domestic financial crises and their impacts on society and the economy.

These issues have necessitated adjustments in the energy policy response, so as to ensure 
that the energy sector plays a key role in enabling future growth.

Competitiveness, security of supply, and sustainability, as well as energy policy’s potential 
to support economic growth and job creation, will be the key objectives of the Green Paper 
which I expect to publish by the middle of this year.

I expect to formally launch a consultation process on the Paper and to invite written submis-
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sions from the general public and interested parties on their views, observations and sugges-
tions on the shape of Ireland’s future energy policy. The purpose of the Green Paper will be to 
stimulate debate on these key energy policy objectives and how they may be achieved. 

On completion of the public consultation process, the views expressed in all submissions re-
ceived will be considered and policy options developed with a view to the publication of a new 
Energy Policy Framework in the form of a White Paper. The public consultation process, along 
with the relevant stakeholder engagement, will contribute significantly to the development of 
the White Paper which I expect to publish by the end of 2014.

05/02/2014WRO00150Consultancy Contracts Data

05/02/2014WRO00200102. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide copies of all the tender notices that were published on the 
website or in the OJEU by Bord Gáis or were supplied to the tenderers before they were invited 
into the negotiated stages of the competition, in relation to the employment of consultants to 
perform services for it or any legal entity associated with it; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [5738/14]

05/02/2014WRO00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As I previously advised the Deputy in reply to Question No. 457 of  28 January 2014, the tender 
notices which the Deputy is requesting are in the public domain and available on the follow-
ing websites www.etenders.gov.ie and http://ojeu.eu/.  I have no function in relation to tender 
processes or contracts awarded by a commercial semi-State company.

05/02/2014WRO00350Better Energy Homes Scheme Expenditure

05/02/2014WRO00400103. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the number of home owners who have benefited from the better energy homes 
scheme; the number of jobs it has created and the overall investment since February 2011; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5778/14]

05/02/2014WRO00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Better Energy Homes scheme is administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ire-
land (SEAI) under the Better Energy Programme.  The table below details the number of homes 
that have received energy efficiency upgrades and the amount of Exchequer funding disbursed 
under the scheme, since February 2011. The table also outlines the number of jobs supported 
across all the Better Energy Programmes since February 2011. This includes jobs supported 
by the Better Energy Homes scheme, the Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme and the Better 
Energy Communities scheme. It is not possible to estimate accurately the jobs attributable to 
each individual scheme under the Better Energy Programme.

Better Energy Homes Scheme

Year Number of Homes benefitting 
from Energy Efficiency Upgrades

Total Grants Disbursed 
(€m)

Jobs Supported by the Better 
Energy Programmes

2011 (Feb-Dec) 44,334 €54.107 4,229
2012 26,185 €28.940 2,675
2013 13,710 €13.161 2,300
Total 84,229 €96.208 -
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05/02/2014WRO00550Digital Television Service Provision

05/02/2014WRO00600104. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on the Oliver and Ohlbaum report Prospects for Commercial Digital 
Terrestrial Television in the Republic of Ireland as published by the Broadcasting Authority of 
Ireland; his plans in relation to DTT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5785/14]

05/02/2014WRO00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I refer to the reply to Question No. 22 of 30 January 2014. The position is unchanged.

05/02/2014WRO00750Broadcasting Service Provision

05/02/2014WRO00800105. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he has been in contact with TG4, the Irish Film Board and the Houses of the 
Oireachtas in relation to the provision of new services on the Saorview network; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5789/14]

05/02/2014WRO00900107. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the position regarding the Irish Film Board Channel and Oireachtas TV (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5792/14]

05/02/2014WRO01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 105 and 107 together. 

TG4 is an independent national public service broadcaster whose remit, obligations, princi-
pal objects and associated powers are set out in the Broadcasting Act 2009.  Section 98 of that 
Act provides that TG4 shall be independent in the pursuance of these objects, subject to the 
requirements of the Act. As such I, as Minister, have no function in TG4’s management of its 
day to day affairs. This includes the rollout of its High Definition (HD) project. 

Sections 125 and 126 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 make the necessary provision to allow 
for the development of an Oireachtas TV channel to be known as the “Houses of the Oireachtas 
Channel” on the SAORVIEW TV network. The legislation provides that the channel should be 
established by the Commission of the Houses of the Oireachtas and that the oversight of the 
channel should be the responsibility of the Joint Administration Committee, which is a joint 
committee of the Houses of the Oireachtas.

The Commission of the Houses of the Oireachtas may enter into such contracts as are neces-
sary to establish and maintain the Houses of the Oireachtas Channel. In this context, I should 
mention that section 126 of the Act amends Schedule 1 of the Houses of the Oireachtas Com-
mission Act 2003 to enable the Commission to fund the channel and to meet all expenses in-
curred in this respect.

Sections 127 and 128 of the 2009 Act make the necessary provision to allow for the devel-
opment of the Irish Film Channel. This legislation provides that the establishment and oversight 
of that channel is the responsibility of the Irish Film Board.

RTÉ has built, owns and controls the SAORVIEW TV network and is responsible for the 
roll-out, coverage and operation of that network. This is in accordance with Part 8 of the Broad-
casting Act 2009, which provides that the development of the RTÉ network is an operational 
matter for RTÉ. RTÉ has informed me that there are on-going operational costs associated with 
the delivery of the SAORVIEW service. All broadcasters availing of SAORVIEW are required 
to pay their fair proportion of the associated costs.
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The availability of TG4 HD, Oireachtas TV and the Irish Film Channel on SAORVIEW is a 
matter for those bodies, subject of course to the agreement of the necessary commercial terms 
with RTÉ as owner of the SAORVIEW network.  I confirm that my Officials will continue to 
liaise with those bodies on this matter.

05/02/2014WRO01050Broadcasting Service Provision

05/02/2014WRO01100106. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will confirm when he will make a decision on the proposed move of RTEjr 
from RTE Two; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5790/14]

05/02/2014WRO01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I refer to the reply to Question No. 408 of 19 November 2013. The position is unchanged.

Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 105.

05/02/2014WRO01350Broadband Services Charges

05/02/2014WRO01400108. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the options available to a person (details supplied) in County Mayo who faces extra 
charges as part of the national broadband service; his plans to broaden the remit assigned to 
Hutchison 3G regarding the options available to NBS customers; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [5862/14]

05/02/2014WRO01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The broadband service contracted under National Broadband Scheme (NBS) is a basic, afford-
able, scalable product in keeping with EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme in September 
2007. Under the terms of the contract which my Department has in place with Hutchison 3G 
Ireland Ltd (H3GI), the NBS service provider, the NBS mobile wireless service currently of-
fers minimum download and upload speeds of 2.3Mbps and 1.4Mbps respectively, subject to a 
maximum contention ratio of 18:1. The NBS satellite service, which is utilised in a small num-
ber of cases for technical reasons associated with the location of the premises, offers minimum 
download and upload speeds of 3.6Mbps and 384 kbps respectively, subject to a maximum 
contention ratio of 48:1.

The monthly data allowance for the NBS mobile broadband service was increased from 
25GB to 40GB in October 2012 at no additional cost to the subscriber. This data allowance 
of 40GB compares favourably with data allowances offered on other basic mobile broadband 
packages. If a customer wishes to use more than their 40GB allowance there is a charge of 
€0.0508/mb on all additional data. 

The NBS contract allows H3GI to introduce new retail services, in addition to the guaran-
teed Minimum Specification Retail Service in NBS areas, subject to certain contractual obliga-
tions. It is a commercial decision for H3GI as to whether they wish to introduce such products 
and services. To date, no application from H3GI for additional services has been received by 
my Department.

05/02/2014WRP00150Flood Relief Schemes Expenditure

05/02/2014WRP00200109. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government if he will have the Office of Public Works look at the damage done during 
the recent storms at a location (details supplied) and to quantify the damage done; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5816/14]

05/02/2014WRP00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): During the period from 13 December 2013 to 6 January 2014 Ireland was subjected to a 
series of severe storms, affecting the country roughly once every three days. In addition to the 
very strong winds, there were periods of extremely heavy rain and a lot of thunderstorm activ-
ity. These storms coincided with high spring tides and created severe and damaging conditions 
in a number of coastal areas. 

On 14 January I brought an Interim Report to Government on the storms, compiled by my 
Department in its capacity as lead Government Department for the response to severe weather.  
At the request of Government, my Department is currently collating more detailed reports from 
local authorities on the anticipated repair and recovery works, including related costings. This 
will enable Government, through the specific areas of responsibility of relevant Departments 
and Agencies, to support the local authorities on recovery measures. 

Further considerable damage has been caused by flooding in recent days, and the forecast is 
for more severe weather over the coming days. Details on damage caused and estimated repair 
costs in relation to these more recent events will also be made available to Government. A co-
ordinated local response is underway in the affected areas, led by the relevant local authorities 
operating in tandem with a range of Government Departments, Agencies, voluntary organisa-
tions and communities. The Principal Response Agencies remain on alert to respond to possible 
future events.  At its meeting on 4 February, the Government decided to make an immediate 
allocation of €15 million for emergency purposes pending a fuller assessment of the situation 
over the coming weeks.

05/02/2014WRP00350Irish Water Funding

05/02/2014WRP00400110. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the overall amount of money allocated to Irish Water to date; if he will provide a 
breakdown of the sources of that funding including the amount of local property tax that will be 
used to fund Irish Water. [5730/14]

05/02/2014WRP00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The establishment of Irish Water is an integral component of the Government’s water sec-
tor reform strategy and involves major organisational change, an entirely new funding structure 
governed by economic regulation, the introduction of domestic water charges based on usage 
and the roll-out of a national domestic metering programme. The role of my Department is to 
drive the overall water sector reform process which includes developing the policy and legisla-
tion and ensuring delivery of the implementation strategy which was published in December 
2012. 

BGE had responsibility for most of the deliverables under the Government water sector 
reform implementation strategy. BGE developed a detailed programme initiation document 
within the framework of this strategy, which outlined all of the tasks required to establish a fully 
functioning integrated public water utility and provided this to my Department in August 2012. 
They also provided an associated budget to my Department which outlined the costs involved 
in each area of activity, totalling €150m plus €30m contingency and reflecting both the use of 
BGE and external resources. The budget reflected the range of tasks to be undertaken from fi-
nancial, governance, regulatory business capability, systems, brand management and customer 



5 February 2014

199

engagement perspectives. It was understood from the engagement with BGE that the majority 
of the funding under the heading of brand management and customer engagement would be 
used for customer engagement. 

These establishment costs were initially funded by BGE and subsequently financed by a 
loan from the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF). No Exchequer funds or voted Depart-
ment expenditure has been provided to BGE or to Irish Water for establishment costs. As these 
costs were to be included in the overall funding model for Irish Water, they would also be ex-
amined by the Commission for Energy Regulation as an integral element of the independent 
economic regulation of Irish Water. 

The Revised Estimates Volume for Public Services 2014 estimates total income to the Local 
Government Fund of €1.710 billion in 2014, including estimated Local Property Tax income 
of €550m. An amount of €490m is provided for Irish Water from the Fund in 2014. I expect 
the final outturn figure for 2014 will be slightly less than this amount at €486.5m. This amount 
will fund water related expenditures incurred heretofore by local authorities; these expenditures 
were previously met by local authorities from their own resources and general purpose grants. 
Irish Water, which is now responsible for capital investment in water services infrastructure, 
will also receive €240m in equity from the Minister for Finance.

05/02/2014WRP00550Local Authority Finances

05/02/2014WRP00600111. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the procedure for appointing members to the audit committees of local authorities; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5734/14]

05/02/2014WRP00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Section 122 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides for audit committees in each 
city and county council. While section 5 of the Local Government (Business Improvement 
Districts) Act 2006 provided for the replacement of section 122 with a new provision, that new 
section was not commenced. 

Detailed guidelines were prepared for local authorities dealing with various issues includ-
ing membership, meetings, access, reporting and working procedures of audit committees. In 
particular, the guidelines advised local authorities that audit committees should generally have 
five members, including at least three external members, and not more than two serving or 
retired Councillors. Where total expenditure (current and capital) by a local authority in 2005 
exceeded €250m, the guidelines provided that a local authority could consider having a seven 
member committee, including at least four external members, and not more than three serving 
or retired Councillors. The Committee should be established by resolution of the Council and 
the external members should be approved by the Council on the nomination of the Manager 
following consultation with the Cathaoirleach/Mayor. 

The legislative position in relation to audit committees will change arising from the inclu-
sion of section 59 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 which, when commenced, will 
substitute a revised provision for section 122 of the 2001 Act. The new section will require au-
dit committees to be established by each local authority within three months of the 2014 local 
elections and the committees’ role, functions and operation will be clearly set out in regulations 
following consultation with interested parties.

05/02/2014WRP00750Motor Tax Exemptions
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05/02/2014WRP00800112. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding car tax; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5743/14]

05/02/2014WRP00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The new arrangements for declaring a vehicle off the road are provided for in the Non-
Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013. The Act commenced on 1 July 2013 and provided for a three 
month transition period to the end of September 2013 to allow motorists to bring their motor 
tax status up to date. 

During the transition period, a procedure was put in place to allow those who were abroad, 
and not in a position to return to the country before 30 September, to put their motor tax affairs 
in order by nominating a friend or relative to attend at a Garda Station on their behalf to have the 
required form stamped in respect of a past period of non-use. This arrangement was publicised 
in Ireland and notified to the various bodies dealing with the Irish abroad. It was also open to 
any person looking after a vehicle for a friend or relative abroad to advise that person of the new 
requirements for declaring a vehicle off the road and of the transitional arrangements.

The new arrangements, only allowing for a future declaration, are fully in force from 1 Oc-
tober 2013. Exemptions in particular cases are not provided for, given that other people have 
had to pay arrears in motor tax as a result of the new arrangements, and given the necessity 
generally of maintaining a consistent approach in the application of the legislation.

05/02/2014WRP00950Planning Issues

05/02/2014WRP01000113. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the future plans for the old Ballymun Garda station, swimming pool and health 
centre. [5755/14]

05/02/2014WRP01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I understand that the buildings referred to will be demol-
ished in due course to facilitate the redevelopment of the town centre.  The establishment of 
Main Street in Ballymun, with significant public sector investment, is one of the major achieve-
ments of the regeneration project with a variety of commercial, retail and community facilities.

The planning permission for the redevelopment of the privately owned Ballymun Shopping 
Centre and the adjoining lands owned by the City Council was granted in September 2009. The 
proposed redevelopment of the area did not proceed at that time due to the prevailing economic 
conditions. However, the provision of commercial, retail and other services in Ballymun, and at 
this prominent site in particular, remains an important objective within the context of the over-
all regeneration programme.  Dublin City Council continues to liaise with the relevant parties, 
including NAMA and the Receiver, with the objective of progressing the proposed redevelop-
ment of the existing shopping centre and adjoining lands.

05/02/2014WRP01150Water Charges Introduction

05/02/2014WRP01200114. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider the inclusion of group water schemes in any free allow-
ance of water which may be provided for by the energy regulator in the pricing scheme which 
is to be developed. [5763/14]
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05/02/2014WRP01300121. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a date has been confirmed for the introduction of water charges; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5836/14]

05/02/2014WRP01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 114 and 121 together.

The Programme for Government sets out a commitment to the introduction of water charges 
based on usage above a free allowance. The Government considers that charging based on us-
age is the fairest way to charge for water and it has, therefore, decided that water meters should 
be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The Government will decide on 
the proposed approaches to be taken in relation to the free allowance in the near future. 

The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides Irish Water with the power to charge for 
water services. The Act also provides that the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) will 
be responsible for the economic regulation of Irish water and the charges to be levied by Irish 
Water will be subject to the approval of the CER. The CER has already undertaken public con-
sultations on the development of the economic regulatory framework for water services and 
will be undertaking further consultations during 2014. Water charges will not commence until 1 
October 2014 and the first bills will be issued by Irish Water to households from January 2015. 

My Department will remain responsible for the overall policy and funding, where appro-
priate, of the non-public water sector, including the group water sector. Over the past decade, 
substantial improvements have been made in the group water sector, reflected in improved in-
frastructure and management and leading to greater compliance with drinking water standards. 
This has been accomplished through a partnership approach between my Department, the local 
authorities and the group water sector itself, with the important involvement of the National 
Federation of Group Water Schemes. This co-operative approach will be maintained as the re-
form of water services provision is progressed.

05/02/2014WRP01450Local Authority Staff Numbers

05/02/2014WRP01500115. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a breakdown in tabular form of outdoor-based staff and 
indoor-based staff in counties Louth, Meath, Kildare and Wicklow County Council according 
to age and gender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5764/14]

05/02/2014WRP01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department gathers quarterly data on staff numbers in local authorities. The data 
gathered do not provide detail in respect of age or gender within each local authority, and ac-
cordingly, the information requested is not available in my Department.

05/02/2014WRQ00075Local Development Companies Funding

05/02/2014WRQ00100116. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide a breakdown of the total allocations to each of the 50 
local development companies and partnerships under the local community development pro-
gramme for the years 2011 to 2014, inclusive.  [5771/14]

05/02/2014WRQ00200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Funding allocations to Local Development Companies for the period 2011 to 2014 under 
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the Local and Community Development Programme are set out in the following table. 

Local Development Company 2011 2012 2013 2014 
Avondhu/Blackwater Partnership Limited €501,044 €450,940 €419,374 €419,374 
Ballyfermot Partnership €975,844 €728,113 €635,116 €619,238 
Ballyhoura Development Limited €543,338 €489,004 €444,994 €444,994 
Ballymun Partnership €1,040,592 €831,116 €739,693 €721,201 
Blanchardstown Area Partnership €1,286,611 €1,019,725 €907,555 €884,866 
Bray Partnership €1,194,806 €943,239 €839,483 €818,496 
Breffni Integrated Limited €916,802 €797,618 €741,784 €741,784 
Canal Communities Partnership €1,130,666 €983,680 €875,475 €853,588 
Carlow County Development Partnership €640,894 €576,804 €536,428 €536,428 
Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh Teoranta €1,260,940 €1,097,018 €1,020,227 €1,020,227 
Clare Local Development €1,057,151 €919,721 €855,341 €855,341 
Clondalkin Partnership (merged with Dodder 
Valley Partnership in 2013 to form South Dub-
lin County Local Development Company) 

€1,366,076 €1,098,927 N/A N/A 

Comhar Chathair Chorcaí Teoranta €1,657,322 €1,303,039 €1,211,826 €1,211,826 
Comhar na nOilean Teoranta €539,548 €592,440 €527,272 €527,272 
County Kilkenny LEADER Partnership €726,180 €653,562 €607,813 €607,813 
County Sligo Leader Partnership €891,466 €775,575 €690,262 €673,005 
County Wicklow Community Partnership €801,292 €628,695 €584,686 €584,686 
Dodder Valley Partnership Limited (Merged 
with Clondalkin Partnership in 2013 to form 
South Dublin County Local Development 
Company). 

€1,394,285 €1,123,399 N/A N/A 

Donegal Local Development Company €1,451,481 €1,411,676 €1,305,486 €1,305,486 
Fingal LEADER Partnership Company €434,511 €391,060 €363,686 €363,686 
Forum €291,170 €579,027 €590,288 €584,457 
Galway City Partnership €1,114,307 €860,274 €765,644 €746,503 
Galway Rural Development Company €1,125,737 €1,058,821 €1,003,351 €1,003,351 
Inishowen Development Partnership €814,359 €708,492 €644,728 €628,610 
IRD Duhallow €462,541 €416,287 €387,147 €387,147 
Laois Community and Enterprise Development €673,911 €606,520 €564,064 €564,064 
Leitrim Integrated Development Company €798,798 €694,954 €618,509 €603,046 
Longford Community Resources Limited €778,867 €677,614 €603,076 €587,999 
Louth Leader Partnership €1,756,199 €1,527,893 €1,390,383 €1,355,623 
Mayo North East Leader Partnership €671,469 €649,593 €653,515 €653,515 
Meath Community Rural and Social Develop-
ment Partnership 

€614,400 €395,515 €371,072 €371,072 

Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta Teoranta 
(went into liquidation in 2011). 

€1,818,842 N/A N/A N/A 

Monaghan Integrated Development €844,484 €734,701 €668,578 €651,864 
North & East Kerry Leader Partnership €1,486,121 €1,392,132 €1,251,178 €1,233,783 
North Tipperary Leadership Partnership €627,347 €557,593 €518,561 €518,561 
Northside Partnership €1,469,832 €1,203,587 €1,119,336 €1,119,336 
Offaly Integrated Local Development Com-
pany Limited 

€1,019,246 €793,886 €738,314 €738,314 

PAUL (Limerick) Partnership €1,886,644 €1,641,380 €1,460,828 €1,424,307 
Rathmines Pembroke Community Partnership €896,653 €780,088 €694,278 €676,921 
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Local Development Company 2011 2012 2013 2014 
Roscommon Integrated Development Com-
pany Limited 

€815,955 €709,881 €645,992 €629,842 

South and East Cork Area Development Lim-
ited 

€553,347 €498,013 €463,152 €463,152 

South Dublin County Local Development 
Company 

N/A N/A €2,044,785 €2,044,785 

South Kerry Development Partnership €723,536 €671,502 €600,131 €591,732 
South Tipperary Development Company €433,613 €649,343 €603,889 €603,889 
South West Mayo Development Company €420,278 €438,612 €479,272 €479,272 
Southside Partnership €1,422,793 €1,237,830 €1,101,669 €1,074,127 
Tolka Area Partnership €1,344,131 €1,169,394 €1,064,149 €1,037,545 
Waterford Area Partnership €1,140,612 €882,856 €785,742 €766,098 
Waterford Leader Partnership €463,194 €415,317 €390,161 €390,161 
West Cork Development Partnership €487,443 €538,513 €506,146 €506,146 
West Limerick Resources Limited €797,102 €693,479 €617,196 €601,766 
Westmeath Community Development Limited €1,018,747 €886,310 €806,542 €806,542 
Wexford Local Development €2,320,634 €2,018,951 €1,837,245 €1,791,314 

05/02/2014WRQ00250Local Authority Housing Provision

05/02/2014WRQ00300117. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will rank each local authority by the percentage change in the propor-
tion of housing stock made up of social housing for rent in each year between 1997 and 2014; 
the waiting lists for social housing in each of the years between 1997 and 2014 in each local 
authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5780/14]

05/02/2014WRQ00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Eighth Annual Report on Service Indicators, pub-
lished by the Local Government Management Services Board in April 2013, which details 
service indicators in local authorities in 2011, provides a range of information in relation to the 
social housing stock including the total number of dwellings in each local authority area.  Cop-
ies of the report are available from the Local Government Management Agency and may be 
downloaded from their website, www.lgmsb.ie.

In relation to waiting lists numbers, the report on the 2011 Housing Needs Assessment 
available on my Department’s website at www.environ.ie contains details for each local author-
ity which were recorded under the tri-annual social housing needs assessments carried out from 
1993 to 2011 under Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1988.  The latest social housing needs assess-
ment was carried out as at 7 May 2013 in accordance with section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act, 2009 and the results are also available on my Department’s website. 

The 2013 figures are the most up-to-date figures available on waiting list numbers, which 
are subject to on-going fluctuation due to households being allocated housing and new house-
holds applying for housing support.  However, the 2013 results cannot be directly compared to 
previous results given that this latest summary employed different methodologies and was the 
first to be carried out under the 2011 Social Housing Assessment Regulations.

05/02/2014WRQ00450Irish Water Establishment

05/02/2014WRQ00500118. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding Irish Water; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5786/14]

05/02/2014WRQ00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Irish Water is being established to accelerate capital investment in water services and 
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of water services delivery.  The organisation needs to 
be appropriately resourced to fulfil this task but will not be over-staffed.  Irish Water is currently 
recruiting to build up the required internal capabilities and the number of staff employed is an 
operational matter for the organisation.  I understand that the numbers and competencies were 
determined through a detailed planning process.  It was agreed by the Steering Group for the 
Water Sector Reform programme that, to ensure skills within the sector were fully availed of 
in building up the new organisation, competitions for positions in asset management, capital 
delivery and operations would be restricted to staff in the partner organisations i.e. Bord Gáis 
Éireann, local authorities and my Department in the first instance.  Open competitions are held 
for all other positions and details of these are available on Irish Water’s website. 

Data supplied to my Department by Irish Water indicate that 346 staff have been recruited to 
up to 31 January 2014.  The breakdown of these staff in terms of their employment immediately 
before recruitment is as follows: 125 from Local Authorities, 61 from Bord Gáis, 6 from my 
Department and 154 were externally recruited. 

The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that responsibility for the economic regula-
tion of the water sector, including the setting of charges, be assigned to the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER).  In particular, the CER will be responsible for approving the water 
charges plans prepared by Irish Water, and for approving codes of practice to be prepared by 
Irish Water.  The primary role of the Regulator will be to protect the interests of customers, 
by ensuring that they receive a consistent and appropriate level of service and that Irish Water 
discharges its functions in a cost effective manner.  The CER proposes to undertake a public 
consultation on the approach to the design of domestic water tariffs during 2014.

05/02/2014WRQ00650Dog Licences

05/02/2014WRQ00700119. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number and types of dog licences issued by each local authority in 2013; and 
the amount of revenue raised through the issuance of these licences.  [5825/14]

05/02/2014WRQ00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Each year my Department publishes statistics on our website in respect of a range of local 
authority dog control responsibilities, including the range of statistics sought in the Question.  
This information is currently available up to 2012 at the following link: http://www.environ.
ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/DogControl/.  Statistics from each local 
authority in relation to 2013 are being collated and verified and will be published as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2014WRQ00850Housing Adaptation Grant Data

05/02/2014WRQ00900120. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when application forms for the housing adaptation grant for persons with a 
disability and the housing aid for older persons scheme will be made available; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [5833/14]
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05/02/2014WRQ01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This time last year I signalled my intention to review the 
Suite of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability in order to target the grants to 
those in greatest need, spread the available resources as widely as possible and ensure greater 
fairness in their operation.  The changes made are on foot of the report of the review group, 
established last year by my Department, to examine the terms and conditions governing the 
schemes.  Revised application forms will issue to Local Authorities in the coming days.

Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 114.

05/02/2014WRQ01150Irish Water Establishment

05/02/2014WRQ01200122. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the salary each member of the board of Irish Water receives; and the payments, if 
any, each member received in 2013.  [5842/14]

05/02/2014WRQ01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as a subsidiary 
of Bord Gáis Éireann (BGE) and that the new company should be formed and registered under 
the Companies Acts.  The Memorandum and Articles of Association, which were adopted by 
Irish Water on its incorporation in July 2013, provide that the appointment of directors to the 
Board of Irish Water is the responsibility of the Board of BGÉ with the approval of the Minister 
for the Environment, Community and Local Government and the Minister for Communica-
tions, Energy and Natural Resources.  Twelve directors have been appointed to the Board of 
Irish Water by BGÉ and these appointments were approved in advance by me, as Minister, and 
by my colleague, Minister Pat Rabbitte. 

The fee payable to the Chairman of Irish Water is €30,000 per annum and the fee payable 
to the non-executive directors is €15,000 per annum as approved by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform and in line with Board remuneration in the semi-state sector.  The 
two executive directors are not in receipt of any fee.  The Chairman was appointed on 17 July 
2013 and the amount of the fee paid to the Chairman in 2013 was €13,769.  One non-executive 
director who was appointed has waived the Board fee payable.  The total fees paid to the other 
non-executive directors in respect of 2013 amounted to €20,000.  Therefore the total amount 
paid in Board fees to the directors of Irish Water in respect of 2013 was €33,769.

Irish Water Staff

05/02/2014WRR00200123. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide the current staffing levels at Irish Water, broken down into dif-
ferent categories of engineers, call centre staff and so on.  [5843/14]

05/02/2014WRR00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as a subsidiary 
of Bord Gáis Éireann to be formed and registered under the Companies Act.  A fundamental 
underpinning of the water reform programme is to ensure that the skills and experience built 
up over many years in local authorities are put to best use for the long-term benefit of the cus-
tomer and that there is no negative impact on service to customers during the transition.  The 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 transferred statutory responsibility for water services to Irish 
Water and provided for local authorities to act as agents for Irish Water, with this relationship 
being expressed through Service Level Agreements.  The majority of the existing staff remain 
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employees of local authorities working under such arrangements from 1 January 2014.

Irish Water is currently recruiting to build up the internal capabilities required within the 
organisation and the number of staff employed is an operational matter for the organisation.  It 
was agreed by the Steering Group for the Water Sector Reform programme that, to ensure skills 
within the sector were fully availed of in building up the new organisation, competitions for 
positions in asset management, capital delivery and operations would be restricted to staff in 
the partner organisations i.e. Bord Gáis Éireann, local authorities and my Department in the first 
instance. Open competitions are held for all other positions and details of these are available on 
Irish Water’s website www.water.ie.

Data supplied to my Department by Irish Water indicates that 346 staff have been recruited 
to up to 31 January 2014. The breakdown of these staff by department is as follows: 

- No.
Asset Management and Capital Delivery 89 
Technical Advisory Services 4 
Operations and Maintenance 80 
Customer Operations 63 
HR/Business Change 27 
Finance 54 
Corporate Services (Communications/HSQE/Legal/Facilities) 28 
MD 1 
Total 346 

Building Regulations Compliance

05/02/2014WRR00400124. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 544 of 28 January 2014, if per-
sons who self-build their homes will be required to take on full responsibility for ensuring that 
the properties concerned are in compliance with the Building Control (Amendment) Regula-
tions (SI No 9 of 2014). [5852/14]

05/02/2014WRR00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Building Control Act 1990 places a legal obligation on owners, designers and build-
ers to ensure that their building complies with the relevant requirements of the building regula-
tions.  These obligations apply to all sectors of the housing and construction market, including 
the self-build sector.  Local building control authorities have powers to inspect and enforce 
compliance and where concerns exist in relation to a particular building, the authority may 
serve an enforcement notice on both the owner and the builder.  In a self-build situation the 
owner and the builder will be one and the same.

The Building Control (Amendment) Regulations do not change or vary the legal position 
set out in the Act of 1990.  It will, however, greatly strengthen the arrangements currently 
in place for the control of building activity by requiring greater accountability in relation to 
compliance with Building Regulations in the form of statutory certification of design and con-
struction, lodgement of compliance documentation, mandatory inspections during construction 
and validation and registration of certificates.  In practice, even in a self-build situation, the 
owner-builder may contract out certain construction tasks.  Under the new Regulations the 
owner-builder will also be required to engage competent registered professionals to undertake 
the design and to perform the role of the Assigned Certifier who will prepare an inspection plan, 
ensure this plan is implemented by himself and others and, in conjunction with the self-builder, 
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sign the Certificate of Compliance on Completion.  The resolution of problems arising between 
the owner-builder and any of the parties engaged by them as Designer, Contractor or Assigned 
Certifier is a matter between the owner, the relevant parties and their insurers, subject to the 
terms of any contracts in place. Where contractual issues cannot be resolved through dialogue 
and negotiation they can be enforced by civil action through the courts.

05/02/2014WRR00550Irish Water Administration

05/02/2014WRR00600125. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 133 of 29 January 2014, if he will confirm 
the reason contractors must have a project supervisor design phase qualification to unblock or 
free four inch sewer pipes; if he will accept that in view of the way tender documents are struc-
tured, Irish Water will now pay up to three times the price to have sewers unblocked as local 
authorities did heretofore; if this additional cost will be added to the price of water charged to 
householders; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5868/14]

05/02/2014WRR00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): As Irish Water is a commercial utility and a subsidiary of Bord Gáis Éireann (BGE), 
formed and registered under the Companies Act, I and my Department will not necessarily have 
access to details of, or direct accountability for, expenditure and other organisational matters 
in relation to the company. Procurement by Irish Water of external resources is a matter for the 
company and I have no role in approving individual contracts.  However, in this context, and to 
support and assist public representatives in their role, my Department has requested Irish Water, 
on behalf of myself and Minister O’Dowd, to take early action to ensure that public representa-
tives are regularly briefed on matters pertaining to the organisation and operation of the utility.  
Irish Water is currently considering how best to support and respond to the Parliamentary and 
public representation needs of elected representatives at national and local level.

Pending the establishment of these arrangements, my Department requested the informa-
tion sought in the question from Irish Water and I can indicate that the unblocking or freeing 
of sewer pipes was covered under the competition for CCTV & Jetting Works.  Within this, 
Project Supervisor for the Design Phase (PSDP) requirements are statutory appointments under 
the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (Construction) Regulations 2013 which are applicable 
to all construction works, including “redecoration or other maintenance, including cleaning 
involving the use of water or an abrasive at high pressure…”.  By their nature, CCTV & Jetting 
Works (the unblocking or freeing of sewer pipes) often require “design” elements such as traf-
fic management, risk assessments, confined space work plans, etc.  Irish Water sought suitable 
contractors who could undertake these roles and be deemed competent for same in accordance 
with the Regulations.

As regards costs, all works and services framework contract tenders included a number of 
pricing options.  The pricing options allow the award of work based on the most competitively 
priced option.  Irish Water is not obliged to issue work at the prices submitted.  The default 
position is to use the lowest priced framework contractor or alternatively run a mini-tender 
competition to ensure value for money.  The approval of works purchase orders and assessment 
of quotations is overseen and monitored centrally by Irish Water.  The nationwide operational 
frameworks that Irish Water has awarded are competitively priced and will ensure operations 
supported by third party services providers are cost efficient.

Garda Equipment
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05/02/2014WRR00800126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satis-
fied with regard to the availability of the necessary resources to An Garda Síochána to facilitate 
ongoing upgrading of communications and transport equipment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [5708/14]

05/02/2014WRR00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Garda authorities are continually looking to employ new technologies to achieve their goals 
and to contribute to the services they provide.  This is a policy which is designed to ensure 
that the Garda Síochána will be in a position to take advantage of proven technological de-
velopments to tackle crime and to meet the needs of an effective police force.  In particular, 
the National Digital Radio Service is being operated nationwide by the Garda Síochána.  The 
technology deployed by the Service is fully up to date and it delivers reliable, secure and very 
high quality communications.  In that context it has significantly improved the safety of Garda 
personnel and the coordination of policing operations throughout the country.  Furthermore the 
Garda authorities have indicated that they are using enhancements of the Service to avail of 
new facilities which are providing major benefits to the Force.  In addition I am conscious of 
the importance of the Garda fleet and, in that regard, the Deputy will be aware that I recently 
secured a further €9m for investment in the fleet.  This investment resulted in the purchase of 
305 new Garda vehicles towards the end of 2013, at a cost of €5 million. These were in addition 
to the 133 new Garda vehicles which had already been procured during the year.  The remain-
ing €4 million has been made available for the purchase and fit out of Garda vehicles in 2014.

The most recent investment will bring to €18m the total amount spent on the Garda fleet for 
the three years 2012 to 2014.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda 
transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is 
severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an 
effective and efficient policing service.

Legal Aid Service Reform

05/02/2014WRR01000127. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which it is intended to improve the efficiency of the legal aid services notwithstanding the on-
going economic situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5709/14]

05/02/2014WRR01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware 
the provision of legal aid falls within two separate categories, i.e criminal legal aid and civil le-
gal aid.  The provision of civil legal aid in the State is the responsibility of the Legal Aid Board. 
Criminal legal aid is provided by the Courts, through the Judiciary. Details in respect of each 
category are as follows:

Civil Legal Aid

Demand for legal services from the Legal Aid Board (“the Board”) has increased signifi-
cantly since the down-turn in the economy.  While there was a 10% drop in demand at the gen-
eral law centres in 2012 compared to 2011, nevertheless the demand for general legal services 
(excluding asylum) in 2011 was 93% greater than it was in 2006.  Demand in 2013 was similar 
to what it was in 2012.  The Board has not been subject to the sort of cuts to its grant-in-aid that 
other public service bodies have had to experience and I have been able to maintain the Board’s 
grant-in-aid at the same level for 2014 as it was in the previous three years.

Nevertheless it is a challenging environment that has resulted in lengthened waiting times 
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for those seeking legal services for matters that are not prioritised.  I know that waiting times 
are a matter of constant concern to the Board and that it keeps them under very active review.  
I am also aware that the Board is constantly keeping the delivery of its services under review 
with a view to getting legal services to those most in need of them as quickly as possible.

Notwithstanding the pressures on resources, the Government has further supported the 
Board by approving exemptions from the moratorium to enable the organisation to recruit front-
line staff for direct service delivery.  The Public Appointments Service concluded a solicitor re-
cruitment competition for the Board last year from which a number of permanent appointments 
have been made and a number of temporary positions have also been filled.

In September 2013 I signed into law by way of Regulations, a package of proposals from 
the Board for the revision of the financial eligibility and contributions provisions governing 
the granting of civil legal aid.  The Regulations include a reduction in the capital eligibility 
threshold for legal services and they also include increases in the contributions payable by most 
persons seeking legal services.  These provisions should have some impact, albeit relatively 
marginal, on the resources available to the Board.

In response to the changed environment the Board has taken steps to try and improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of the delivery of its legal services.  Those steps include the fol-
lowing:

- The Board has been piloting a ‘triage’ approach to service delivery and this approach is opera-
tive in most of its centres at this stage.  The pilot is in response to lengthening waiting times.  
The aim of the ‘triage’ approach is that every applicant gets to see a solicitor within a period 
of one month for the purpose of getting legal advice (consultations are broadly limited to 45 
minutes).  If the applicant requires further services they remain on the ‘waiting list’.  There is or 
has been a ‘backlog’ of applicants to be seen for triage purposes hence it is taking time to reduce 
the waiting time for such an appointment to one month. Where the triage approach is operative 
there is a waiting time for the triage appointment and a waiting time for the second consulta-
tion.  A first review of the operation of the pilot indicated that clients were satisfied with this 
particular service initiative.  This was because they got early access to a solicitor for advice on 
their legal disputes that provided clarity about the options open to them and the process through 
which their disputes might be resolved.

- In August 2012 the Board introduced a new case management system in its law centres.  This 
is a ‘start to end’ system which will in the medium term deliver efficiencies in terms of the ad-
ministration aspect as well as in relation to the delivery of the legal services.  It will take time 
for the full benefits of this system to materialise.

- In November 2011 I transferred responsibility for the management and administration of the 
State funded family mediation service to the Board.  A key reason for this transferring was to 
improve the synergies between the State funded family mediation services and the State funded 
civil legal aid services (most of the demand for legal services is in the area of family law).  
Improving the synergies will be for the benefit of the customer and will help move away from 
a ‘litigation first’ approach that may on occasion be too common.  Already there are very posi-
tive signs from a pilot initiative operating in Dolphin House (where the Dublin District Family 
Court sits) involving the co-location of the courts and a mediation service with a legal service 
located there also.  Similar initiatives have now been introduced in Cork and Naas and are be-
ing evaluated.  I know that the Board is working particularly hard on promoting mediation as a 
meaningful option.

- While the Board’s asylum related legal services were previously funded from a separate grant, 



Questions - Written Answers

210

since 2012 I have funded the Board on the basis of a single ‘grant-in-aid’.  With the drop in 
demand for asylum, the Board has taken steps to integrate the delivery of its asylum related ser-
vices into the general law centre service delivery model thus effectively transferring resources 
from the asylum area to the general legal service area where the demands have increased.

- I am aware that the Board has maintained a high level of usage of private solicitors for family 
law cases in the District Court. Cases in the District Court are often those that need the most 
immediate remedy.

- I am also aware that the Board continues to engage with other key players in the justice/legal 
area such as the Courts Service and the Health Service Executive (now the Child and Family 
Agency), with a view to trying to ensure that State funded resources that impact on its area of 
business are used to best effect.

I am very conscious of the difficulties that delays in accessing legal aid can give rise to and I 
am aware that the Board is also keenly aware of those difficulties and is working to ensure the 
delays are minimised to the greatest extent possible.

Criminal Legal Aid

I wish to advise the Deputy that I consider that the Criminal Legal Aid system currently 
operates efficiently within its current legislation.  There is no waiting period associated with the 
granting of criminal legal aid as under the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962, the Courts, 
through the judiciary, are responsible for the granting of legal aid upon the applicant’s appear-
ance in Court.  However, a new Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Bill is currently being drafted 
which will update and strengthen the system of granting legal aid including transferring respon-
sibility for the administration of the Scheme to the Legal Aid Board.  Consideration is being 
given to including in the Bill provisions to, inter alia, regulate better the taking of statements 
of means, increase the sanction for false declarations, allow the Board to verify the means of 
applicants and to prosecute cases of abuse.

Provision to give power to the Legal Aid Board to recover the costs of criminal legal aid or 
to make application to a court to revoke a criminal legal aid certificate are also under consider-
ation.  These provisions must have regard to a person’s rights to the presumption of innocence, 
to a fair trial and to be given legal aid, where appropriate.

Criminal Prosecutions Data

05/02/2014WRR01200128. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners remanded on bail on foot of charges relating to serious criminal activity in each of the 
past 12 months to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5710/14]

05/02/2014WRR01300129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners remanded on bail on foot of charges relating to serious criminal activity in each of the 
past five years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5711/14]

05/02/2014WRR01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 128 and 129 together.

I can inform the Deputy that the number of prisoners remanded on bail for 2009, 2010 and 
2011 are set out in the following table.
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Year Number of prisoners
2009 648
2010 831
2011 703

Since 2012, with the introduction of a new operating system, the Irish Prison Service no 
longer record figures in the format requested.  However, I can inform the Deputy that the total 
number of prisoners remanded on foot of all charges in 2012 and 2013 are outlined in the fol-
lowing table.

Year Number of prisoners
2012 3,112
2013 2,821*

A breakdown of the figure for 2013 by month, of prisoners remanded on foot of all charges, 
is outlined in the following table.  These figures are provisional pending the publication of the 
2013 Irish Prison Service Annual Report.

Month Number of prisoners
January 255
February 231
March 236
April 225
May 227
June 192
July 231
August 175
September 248
October 279
November 282
December 240
Total 2,821

05/02/2014WRS00150Garda Stations Refurbishment

05/02/2014WRS00200130. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which it is likely to be possible to improve or upgrade Garda stations as necessary throughout 
the country in the current year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5712/14]

05/02/2014WRS00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The programme of refurbish-
ment of Garda stations is based on accommodation priorities which are established by An Garda 
Síochána. The programme is advanced in close co-operation with the Office of Public Works, 
which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation. Funding 
for such works is met from the Vote of the Office of Public Works.  This programme will be 
pursued in the context of An Garda Síochána’s identified accommodation requirements and in 
the light of available resources within the Vote for the Office of Public Works.

As the Deputy is aware, the provision of three new Garda Divisional Headquarters for 
Kevin Street in Dublin, Galway and Wexford was included in the special Government stimulus 
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package announced in July 2012.  It is intended that the projects in question will be delivered by 
means of a Public Private Partnership and work is being undertaken by the relevant agencies in 
the light of the Government announcement.  As the arrangements to be put in place for Public 
Private Partnerships are complex, it is not possible at this stage to indicate when the specific 
elements of the projects will be completed.  However, I can assure the Deputy that the matter is 
being treated as a priority.

05/02/2014WRS00350Garda Recruitment

05/02/2014WRS00400131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the Garda recruitment programme is progressing in accordance with expectations; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5713/14]

05/02/2014WRS00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I was very pleased to an-
nounce the commencement of a Garda recruitment campaign on 12 December 2013, the first 
such recruitment since 2009. The closing date for applications was 9 January 2014, and some 
25,000 applications were received by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) through their 
website www.publicjobs.ie.

The competition itself involves a number of stages of assessment and evaluation including 
online questionnaires and assessments, on-site assessments, interviews, and physical and medi-
cal examinations.  The first stages are being conducted by the PAS, with candidates who qualify 
through these being placed in order of merit for consideration by the Garda Commissioner for 
assessment through physical, medical and security checks.  The initial phase has commenced 
in the timeframe as planned.  It is intended that new Garda trainees, who have successfully 
completed all stages of the recruitment competition, will enter the Garda College in the middle 
of this year.

05/02/2014WRS00550Criminal Assets Bureau

05/02/2014WRS00600132. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the degree to 
which adequate resources remain available to the Criminal Assets Bureau; the extent to which 
that body can combat organised crime by way of confiscation of assets; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5714/14]

05/02/2014WRS00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Criminal Assets Bureau 
has been at the forefront of fighting organised crime since its inception in 1996.  The Bureau is 
being actively utilised to identify and target funds accumulated by those involved in criminal 
activity, in order to seize such assets and to deprive those involved of the profits of their crimi-
nal activity.  Furthermore, 196 asset profilers trained by the Bureau are providing a criminal 
asset profiling service across the Garda Divisions in relation to persons or suspects operating 
within the area, with particular reference to those involved in drug dealing and serious criminal 
activity.  

In accordance with section 21 of the Criminal Assets Bureau Act 1996, an annual report 
on the activities of the Criminal Assets Bureau is prepared and laid before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas.  This report sets out matters relating to resources allocated to the Bureau and sets 
out in detail the activities of the Criminal Assets Bureau during the period. 

I can assure the Deputy that I am committed to ensuring that  the necessary funding is made 
available to the Criminal Assets Bureau from within the available public finances and I am sat-
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isfied that an appropriate level of funding has been made available for the year 2014.  For the 
Deputy’s information, the resources provided to the Criminal Assets Bureau in terms of budget 
and staffing numbers in recent years are set out in the following table.  Finally, I can assure the 
Deputy that the resources of the Bureau are, and will continue to be, kept under ongoing review 
by both the Criminal Assets Bureau and my Department.

Criminal Assets Bureau Budget and Staff Employed  2011-2013

Year Budget Outturn Staff employed
2013 €6,940,000 71
2012 €6,410,000 70
2011 €6,673,000 70

05/02/2014WRS00750Organised Crime

05/02/2014WRS00800133. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the degree to 
which An Garda Síochána continues to have access to adequate resources to combat organised 
crime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5715/14]

05/02/2014WRS00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreciate, 
the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of all resources, including person-
nel, among the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts, the various Garda national units and of 
course Garda Headquarters. Garda management keep this distribution under continuing review 
in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is 
made of these resources.

The Policing Plan of An Garda Síochána for 2014 sets out the continued commitment of 
An Garda Síochána to pro-actively target groups and individuals engaged in criminal activity. I 
have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that multi-disciplinary approaches are utilised 
to ensure the activities of individuals and groups involved in criminal enterprise are effectively 
targeted. This includes the effective use of a number of legislative provisions including pro-
ceeds of crime legislation, money laundering legislation, the additional legislative provisions 
introduced by the Oireachtas in 2009 which amended the Criminal Justice Act, 2006, relating 
to organised crime and the powers of the Criminal Assets Bureau.

An Garda Síochána will continue to develop and implement strategies available to disman-
tle and disrupt criminal networks, utilising advanced analytical and intelligence methods to fa-
cilitate targeted operations in order to enable early intervention and prevention of such crimes.

05/02/2014WRS00950Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

05/02/2014WRS01000134. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of prisoners currently in receipt of educational or rehabilitative training in each of the prisons 
throughout the country; the number of such places occupied by first time offenders; the number 
held by repeat offenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5716/14]

05/02/2014WRS01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
from my replies to previous Parliamentary Questions that the Irish Prison Service provides a 
wide range of rehabilitative programmes that include education, vocational training, healthcare, 
psychiatric, psychological, counselling, welfare and spiritual services. These programmes are 
available in all prisons and all prisoners are eligible to use the services. On committal, all pris-
oners are interviewed by the Governor and are informed of the services available in the prison. 
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At this point prisoners may be referred to services or they can self refer at a later date. Where 
Governors consider, on the information available, that a prisoner needs a particular intervention 
they will initiate a referral. 

The Irish Prison Service has also been expanding the number of accredited vocational cours-
es and opportunities available to prisoners in Work Training in recent years. Enhanced partner-
ship arrangements with accrediting bodies such as City and Guilds, the Scottish Qualifications 
Authority (SQA), and the Guild of Launders and Cleaners and the centralising of coordination 
and quality assurance arrangements have enabled the Irish Prison Service to extend the number 
of available courses and activities with certification.

The development of prisoner programmes forms a central part of the Irish Prison Service 
Three Year Strategic Plan 2012-2015. There is a clear commitment in the Strategy to enhance 
sentence planning including Integrated Sentence Management and the delivery of prison based 
rehabilitative programmes such as education, work training and resettlement programmes.

I am informed by the Director General of the Irish Prison Service that records of prisoner 
participation in vocational training and education programmes are not maintained in such a way 
as to provide the specific information sought by the Deputy in relation to certain categories of 
offenders.  The table shows the most recent figures available (November 2013) of the average 
prisoner participation in education and vocational training. It should be noted that a prisoner 
may participate in more than one activity. 

Institution Education - Average Prisoner Partici-
pation in  November 2013

Vocational Training - Average Pris-
oner Participation in November 2013

Arbour Hill 98 98
Castlerea 154 121
Cloverhill 78 45
Cork 161 65
Dochas 76 24
Limerick 141 38
Loughan House 107 89
Midlands 409 136
Mountjoy 141 103
Portlaoise 157 24
Shelton Abbey 59 59
St Patrick’s Institution 56 32
Training Unit 34 75
Wheatfield 147 150
Total Average Participation 1818 1059

05/02/2014WRS01150Prison Security

05/02/2014WRS01200135. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners remaining untraced having absconded prior to the completion of their sentence; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5717/14]

05/02/2014WRS01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
since 1996 the number of prisoners recorded as having absconded or escaped from the custody 
of the Irish Prison Service, and who have not been returned to custody is 64.  Of these 64, 60 
prisoners have absconded from the Open Centres, two have escaped from a closed prison and 
two have escaped from the custody of prison officers outside the confines of a prison, and re-
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main at large.

An Garda Síochána are informed when prisoners abscond and they have the power to de-
tain, arrest, and return such persons to prison.  Experience has shown that the vast majority of 
offenders who abscond return voluntarily or are returned to custody by An Garda Síochána to 
complete their sentences, usually within a short time frame.

I also wish to advise the Deputy that in October 2012, the Director General of the Irish 
Prison Service established a project team to examine how the Irish Prison Service might reduce 
the number of prisoners who are unlawfully at large from custody.  The project team has worked 
closely with An Garda Síochána and the Department of Social Protection and its work has led 
to the re-committal of a number of prisoners who had absconded from custody. This project is 
ongoing.

05/02/2014WRS01350Courts Service

05/02/2014WRS01400136. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which backlogs in the court system are likely to be overtaken in the short and medium term; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5718/14]

05/02/2014WRS01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Courts Service is responsible for the management and administration of the Courts.  The 
scheduling of court cases and the allocation of court business is a matter for the Presidents of 
the courts and the presiding judge who are under the Constitution independent in the exercise 
of their judicial functions. The Presidents monitor waiting times across all courts lists and seek 
to ensure the optimum use of court time. However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, 
I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed me that the primary objective 
for the Service is to maintain the delivery of front line court sittings and services.  The Courts 
Service continuously works to support the judiciary and assist in ensuring that cases are dealt 
with as effectively and as speedily as possible.  Available resources and operational and organi-
sational structures are under ongoing review to ensure that resources are targeted and focused 
on keeping waiting times in the provision of services to a minimum. 

I am informed that waiting times in the Circuit and District Courts vary from venue to venue 
based on the number and complexity of cases.  In the District Court there were in excess of 500 
additional sitting days and in excess of 700 out of hours court sittings held in 2013.  Scheduled 
sittings of the District Court continued during the months of August and September last year 
and the President continues to target judicial resources at the areas experiencing longest wait-
ing.  In the Circuit Court there were over 80 weeks additional sittings held in 2013. It should be 
noted that in 2011 there were 674 weeks of sittings in Circuit court venues outside Dublin. This 
increased to 767 weeks in 2012 and to at least 880 weeks in 2013 - an increase of over 30%.
The additional weeks were provided across crime, family law and civil matters. The additional 
sittings have ensured that waiting times in the Circuit Court have been reduced. In addition, six 
specialist judges of the Circuit Court were appointed in July 2013 to deal with the new work 
arising as a result of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012. 

I am informed that High Court waiting times also continue to improve.  The President of the 
High Court keeps waiting times under continuous review and has introduced a number of initia-
tives including the reorganisation of sittings of the High Court outside Dublin and arranging for 
additional court sittings during court recesses.  The delegation to court officials of administra-
tive functions previously dealt with by High Court judges has also yielded significant savings in 
judicial time resulting in increased judicial availability for trial work.  More than 10,000 matters 
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have been dealt with in this way in 2013.   These case management initiatives continue to be 
reviewed and expanded.  During September 2013, the President of the High Court scheduled 
additional sittings with a view to maintaining and reducing waiting times or facilitating urgent 
hearings.  There were 20 additional weeks sittings overall involving a total of 32 Judges and 
1,016 orders were made. 

In respect of the Court of Criminal Appeal, the Chief Justice, in consultation with the Presi-
dent of the High Court, convened 9 additional sittings during September and the first week of 
October 2013 to deal with sentence appeals/undue leniency applications. In the Supreme Court 
there were 3 weeks additional sittings at the end of the summer recess with judges sitting in two 
panels and following the appointment of two additional Supreme Court Judges in October 2013 
the Supreme Court has continued to sit in two panels. While some immediate improvement is 
anticipated over the coming year, the backlog that has accumulated in the Supreme Court over 
the past number of years is such that it will take a longer period to reduce the waiting time for 
the hearing of appeals to a more appropriate level.  While considerable efforts are being made to 
manage the waiting times, the issue of capacity in the Supreme Court can only be fully resolved 
through the introduction of the Court of Appeal, which is due to be established later this year.

05/02/2014WRT00150Crime Levels

05/02/2014WRT00200137. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the statistics show fluctuation in the levels of various crimes reported in County Kildare 
in each of the past five years to date; if any particular action is planned to address any issues 
arising; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5719/14]

05/02/2014WRT00300139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which he and his Department have monitored the levels of break-ins to private households and/
or commercial premises in County Kildare; the degree to which the number of such crimes has 
fluctuated in each of the past five years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5721/14]

05/02/2014WRT00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 137 and 139 together.

I am advised that all crime trends are monitored on an ongoing basis by the Garda authori-
ties and relevant policing strategies are designed and implemented as required. In this regard 
local Garda management in Kildare, as in all Garda Divisions, closely monitors the allocation 
of resources in the context of crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.

Insofar as the level of burglary is concerned, the Deputy will be aware that Operation Fi-
acla was established by the Garda Commissioner to target burglary crime. This is an intel-
ligence driven national operation and specific burglary initiatives have been implemented in 
each Garda Region to target suspected offenders. Operation Fiacla has proved to be a robust and 
effective response to those who seek to prey on law abiding householders and this is borne out 
by the latest Crime Statistics published by the Central Statistics Office covering the 12 month 
period up to the third quarter of 2013. These show a welcome reduction of 10.4% in burglary 
and related offences over the previous 12 months, and continue a trend which has been evident 
since the introduction of Operation Fiacla. 

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime 
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statistics by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO 
has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide the spe-
cific relevant statistics sought directly to the Deputy.    

05/02/2014WRT00450Legal Services Regulation

05/02/2014WRT00500138. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
position in regard to reform of the legal profession; the extent to which negotiation continues 
with respective interest groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5720/14]

05/02/2014WRT00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I have previously stated, 
consultations in relation to the Legal Services Regulation Bill have been ongoing since its 
publication, both directly and by submission.  Moreover, the Bill and key responses to it have 
previously been considered at Second Stage and in detail by the Joint Committee on Justice, 
Defence and Equality. Committee Stage of the Bill, which commenced last July, is now coming 
close to completion with the next session of that Stage scheduled for 12 February 2014.  

During Committee Stage, I have continued to receive observations from bodies such as the 
Law Society, the Dublin Solicitors’ Bar Association, the Bar Council and the Honorable Society 
of King’s Inns, from whom I had also received earlier and substantial submissions in relation 
to this Bill and its key structural reforms.  I also continue to receive submissions from other 
stake-holders who, like the legal professional bodies, have specific observations to make on the 
detail of the Bill as it progresses through Committee Stage. Direct and indirect contacts with 
stake-holders will, of course, continue to take place. 

A wide range of stake-holders have therefore provided, and continue to submit, views on 
the Bill. This is something which I continue to encourage and am more than happy to take into 
consideration, including as the Bill progresses through its remaining Stages.  Such views can 
continue to inform the development of the Legal Services Regulation Bill and will, as always, 
be considered against the Bill’s modern balance of interests between those of the legal profes-
sions and those of private and other consumers who avail of legal services. 

  Question No. 139 answered with Question No. 137.

05/02/2014WRT00750Legislative Programme

05/02/2014WRT00800140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
being made in respect of the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5742/14]

05/02/2014WRT00900145. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
Spent Convictions Bill; when will it be signed into law and come into operation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5779/14]

05/02/2014WRT01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 140 and 145 together.

It is my intention that the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012 will be enacted 
and come into operation at the earliest possible date.  The Bill has passed Committee Stage in 
the Dáil, having passed all Stages in the Seanad.  However, before the Bill could be taken at 
Report Stage, a 2013 UK Court of Appeal judgment necessitated a review of the disclosure 
provisions in both the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 and 
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in the Spent Convictions Bill.  That review has now been completed and I expect that it will be 
possible to complete the passage of the Bill in the first half of this year.

05/02/2014WRT01050Court Procedures

05/02/2014WRT01100141. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
for the inclusion of deaf persons as members of coroners courts juries; if such an exclusion to 
date has made Ireland de facto in breach of the European disability law specifically in terms of 
social inclusion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5756/14]

05/02/2014WRT01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
in 2013 the Law Reform Commission published a report on jury service which includes an 
examination of the selection of individuals for jury service, including persons with hearing dis-
abilities.  The Report contains 56 recommendations covering a broad range of issues which are 
currently being considered in my Department.  

While the Law Reform Commission report did not address coronial juries, it would clearly 
be desirable that, unless specific difficulties would arise, a common approach should be adopted 
across the range of situations where juries operate.  In addition the Deputy will appreciate that 
it is outside the scope of my official functions to comment on the application of EU legislation 
in particular cases.  

05/02/2014WRT01250Coroners Service

05/02/2014WRT01300142. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will under-
take a review of the Coroner’s Act 1962 specifically those aspects of the Act which allow mem-
bers of An Garda Síochána to conduct the empanelling process; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5757/14]

05/02/2014WRT01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Coroners Bill 2007 which is before the Seanad, having been restored to the Order Paper, 
provides for a comprehensive reform of the law, practice and structures in regard to the coroner 
service. This includes the manner in which a jury would be selected for an inquest.  The Bill 
is in the course of being reviewed in my Department and in that context all governance and 
administrative matters in relation to coroners will be examined to determine how reform can be 
achieved in a cost effective manner.   

05/02/2014WRU00150Civil Legal Aid Issues

05/02/2014WRU00200143. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will review 
his decision to implement statutory instrument SI 346 of 2013, Civil Legal Aid Regulations 
2013, particularly his decision to increase the minimum financial contribution for legal advice 
and his increase in the minimum financial contribution for legal aid representation from €50 to 
€130; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5758/14]

05/02/2014WRU00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the Regulations recently introduced are intended, inter alia, to raise additional funding to 
be retained by the Board to better fund the provision of services to those in need of them and 
reduce waiting times for those services. At a time when the State is facing significant demands 
on its resources, an increase in contributions allows the Board to achieve its objectives without 
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money being diverted from other programmes. The increased contributions should result in 
increased funding of up to €700,000 per annum being available to the Board once the increases 
have full impact.

There has been a very significant increase in demand for civil legal aid in the last number of 
years and while I have sought to protect the Board’s budget, waiting times for the Board’s non-
prioritised services have increased due to a major increase in demand for services. I believe this 
additional resource for the Board will assist it in tackling those waiting times. Moreover, in ap-
proving the fee increase I decided to introduce a provision that abolished the contribution where 
a parent is seeking legal services from the Legal Aid Board to defend proceedings instituted by 
the Health Service Executive is relation to the welfare of the child.  This reduction would not 
be possible in the absence of the fee increase.

I am conscious that the increase in the minimum contribution as a percentage is significant.  
However I believe the contributions payable still compare favourably with other jurisdictions, 
many of which require ongoing payments for certain legal aid matters. Provisions remain in 
place to allow the contribution to be waived in hardship cases. I know that the Board has in 
place a process for considering applications for waivers or reductions in the contribution and 
that it does so where not to do so would create undue hardship.

Finally, I also wish to advise the Deputy that I have no plans at present to review my deci-
sion to implement Statutory Instrument No. 346 of 2013.

05/02/2014WRU00350Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Reports

05/02/2014WRU00400144. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 92 of 10 December 2013, if the report referred to in the reply is 
now to hand. [5770/14]

05/02/2014WRU00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been advised by the 
Ombudsman Commission that the information requested by the Deputy is not readily available 
and the generation and collation of that information would place an inordinate burden on the 
organisation in terms of time and resources.

The information sought was in respect of complaints received by the Garda Síochána Om-
budsman Commission from family members of those killed or seriously injured in road traffic 
collisions. The Ombudsman Commission point out that such a complaint could arise in various 
scenarios, for example where a member of the Garda Síochána was the driver, but also where 
the family were unhappy with a Garda investigation of an incident where the driver was not a 
member of the Garda Síochána.

In an attempt to assist the Deputy, the Ombudsman Commission would be happy to meet 
with the Deputy to discuss in more detail the information he is seeking and to ascertain what 
is feasible.  If the Deputy would like to accept the offer from the Ombudsman Commission he 
may contact them directly or, should he prefer, I can ask my officials to set up a meeting at a 
convenient time.

  Question No. 145 answered with Question No. 140.

05/02/2014WRU00650Road Traffic Offences

05/02/2014WRU00700146. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
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Parliamentary Question No. 704 of 11 June 2013, if the report referred to in the reply is now to 
hand.  [5810/14]

05/02/2014WRU00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I indicated in my previous 
response, I sought a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the Deputy’s request to 
provide, in tabular form, the number of fixed penalty notices issued by members of An Garda 
Síochána to motorists in the years 2011, 2013 and to 11 June, 2013 in County Donegal includ-
ing a breakdown of the various road traffic offences for which these notices were issued.  I 
also sought a report from the Courts Service regarding the Deputy’s request for the number 
of motorists convicted in court following the issue of a fixed penalty notice during this period 
in County Donegal, and a breakdown of these offences which did not result in a conviction in 
court; and the number of motorists who were not convicted in court but who instead made a 
donation to charity.

After examination of the detailed request, I am now informed by the Garda authorities that 
the total number of fixed charge notices, by road traffic offence type, issued in County Donegal 
for the years 2011, 2012 and up to 7 June 2013 is illustrated in Table 1.

Fixed charge notices are an alternative to prosecution and give the individual the opportu-
nity to acknowledge the road traffic offence, pay the fixed charge, and where the offence is a 
penalty point offence, incur the appropriate penalty points.  If the person does not pay the fixed 
charge, he or she will, in the normal course, be prosecuted for the alleged offence.

In that regard, Tables 2 - 6 set out information provided by the Courts Service in relation to 
road traffic offences committed in County Donegal during the period 2011, 2012 and 2013.  In 
so far as road traffic offences committed in 2013 referred to in Tables 2-4 are concerned, the 
figures supplied refer to those instances which have resulted in a court outcome by end 2013.  
Where the defendant was summonsed to court more than once they appear only once in the 
information provided.

Table 1: Total number of fixed charge notices issued in County Donegal in 2011, 2012 
and up to 7 June, 2013

Road Traffic Offence Type 2011 2012 to 7 June, 2013 
Speed - Intercept 634 330 125
Speed - Non-Intercept 6,346 5,230 646
Tax/Registration 1,514 1,177 468
Parking 752 260 48
General Bye Laws 607 302 146
General Road Offences 587 311 105
Dangerous Driving (s.51A RTA) 172 111 43
Insurance 117 49 23
Intoxicated driving a vehicle 8 55 15
P.S.V. Regulations 4 5 0
Construction/Use of Vehicles 0 1 0
Lighting Regulations 0 0 7
Total 10,741 7,831 1,626
Note: ‘General Road Offences’ category refers mainly to mobile phone offences and ‘Gen-

eral Bye Laws’ refers to a range of offences including seatbelt, traffic signs, red light and failure 
to yield offences.

I am informed by the Courts Service that the number of people convicted in court in County 
Donegal following the issue of a fixed penalty notice in respect of a road traffic offence, that 
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did not require a mandatory court appearance, committed in the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 is 
set out in Table 2.

Table 2: The number of people convicted in court in County Donegal on foot of a fixed 
charge penalty notice in 2011, 2012 and 2013

Road Traffic Offence Date No. of Defendants
Jan - Dec 2011 211
Jan - Dec 2012 165
Jan - Dec 2013 51

  I am further informed by the Courts Service that the number of people who were not con-
victed in court in County Donegal  in respect of road traffic offences committed in 2011, 2012 
and 2013 and who made a donation to charity is set out in Table 3.

Table 3: The number of motorists not convicted in court in County Donegal who made 
a donation to Charity in 2011, 2012 and 2013

Road Traffic Offence Date No. of Defendants
Jan - Dec 2011 75
Jan - Dec 2012 105
Jan - Dec 2013 14

I am further advised that Table 4  provides a detailed breakdown of the road traffic offences 
which did not result in a conviction in court in County Donegal in respect of road traffic of-
fences committed in 2013.

Table 4: Breakdown of road traffic offences which did not result in a conviction in 
court in County Donegal in respect of offences committed in 2013

Road Traffic Offence Dismiss Dismiss on 
Probation

Strike Out Poor Box Strike Out 
not Served

Taken Into 
Consideration

Total

Adult Occupant Failing to 
Wear Safety Belt (Driver 
of Category M1 Vehicle)

 1 2 1 1 10 15

Adult Occupant Failing to 
Wear Safety Belt (Driver 
of Category N1 Vehicle)

4 1 5

Adult Occupant Failing to 
Wear Safety Belt (Driver 
of Category N2 Vehicle)

1 1

Crossing continuous white 
line - (Single)

1 1 1 3

Driver failing to Restrain 
Child of 3 years or more 
in a Child Restraint

2 2

Driver failing to Restrain 
Child under 3 years in a 
Child Restraint

2 2

Driving across/along a 
median strip

1 1

Driving past a red traffic 
light

2 1 3



Questions - Written Answers

222

Road Traffic Offence Dismiss Dismiss on 
Probation

Strike Out Poor Box Strike Out 
not Served

Taken Into 
Consideration

Total

Driving without reason-
able consideration

2 5 7

  Table 4 (continued): Breakdown of road traffic offences which did not result in a con-
viction in court in County Donegal in respect of offences committed in 2013

- No. No. No. No. No. No. No.
Exceed built up area speed limit 50 km/h 8 8
Exceed regional and local road Speed Limit 
80 km/h

5 3 2 31 41

Exceed regional and local Speed Limit 80 
km/h

2 2 4

Exceeding National Road Speed Limit 
100km/h

3 3 31 37

Exceeding Special Speed Limit 100 km/h 4 4
Exceeding special speed limit 60 km/h 1 6 8 28 43
Failing to stop for Garda 2 1 3
Failure to stop at Stop Sign 1 1
General obligation regarding speeding 1 1
Holding a mobile phone while driving 1 16 17
Total 7 4 22 14 149 2 198

I am also advised that Table 5 provides a detailed breakdown of the road traffic offences 
which did not result in a conviction in court in County Donegal in respect of road traffic of-
fences committed in 2012.

Table 5: Breakdown of road traffic offences which did not result in a conviction in 
court in County Donegal in respect of offences committed in 2012

Road Traffic Offence Dismiss Dismiss on 
Probation

Strike Out Poor Box Strike Out 
not Served

Taken Into 
Consideration

Total

Adult Occupant Failing to 
Wear Safety Belt (Driver 
of Category M1 Vehicle)

1 3 4

Crossing “broken” white 
line and causing danger

1 1

Crossing a “broken” 
white line (in parallel 
with continuous white 
line)

1 1

Crossing a continuous 
white line (in parallel 
with “broken” white line)

1 1

Crossing continuous 
white line - (Double)

1 1

Crossing continuous 
white line - (Single)

6 6

Driving across/along a 
median strip

3 3

Driving past a red traffic 
light

1 2 3
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Road Traffic Offence Dismiss Dismiss on 
Probation

Strike Out Poor Box Strike Out 
not Served

Taken Into 
Consideration

Total

Driving without reason-
able consideration

4 1 11 1 17

Entering “hatched mark-
ings” Area of Roadway

1 1

Exceed built up area 
speed limit 50km/h

1 12 13 48 73

Exceed Ordinary Speed 
Limit (General) (Certain 
Vehicles)

1 2 2 5

Exceed regional and local 
road speed limit 80km/h

3 6 8 63 80

  Table 5 (continued): Breakdown of road traffic offences which did not result in a con-
viction in court in County Donegal in respect of offences committed in 2012

No. No. No. No. No. No. No.
Exceeding National Road Speed Limit 
100km/h

2 13 11 100 126

Exceeding Special Speed Limit 50 km/h 1 28 15 58 102
Exceeding Special Speed Limit 100 km/h 1 1
Exceeding Special Speed Limit 60 km/h 7 3 32 31 109 182
Exceeding Special Speed Limit 80 km/h 2 2 4
Failing to stop for Garda 1 1 2
Failing to Wear A Safety Belt (Driver) 1 3 14 18
Failure to stop at Stop Sign 1 2 3
Holding a Mobile Phone While Driving 5 7 16 28
Overtaking/Attempting to overtake in a 
dangerous manner

2 2

Permit person under 17 years occupy a 
forward facing front seat no child restraint

1 1

Total 14 6 108 90 444 4 666

I am further advised that Table 5 provides a detailed breakdown of the road traffic offences 
which did not result in a conviction in court in County Donegal in respect of road traffic of-
fences committed in 2011.

Table 6: Breakdown of road traffic offences which did not result in a conviction in 
court in County Donegal in respect of offences committed in 2011

Road Traffic Offence Dismiss Dismiss on 
Probation

Strike Out Poor Box Strike Out 
not Served

Taken Into 
Consideration

TOTAL

Crossing continuous 
white line - (Double)

1 1

Crossing continuous 
white line - (Single)

4 4

Driver Permitting Rear 
Seat Passenger Under 
17 yrs Not To Wear A 
Safety belt

1 1

Driving across/along a 
median strip

1 1
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Road Traffic Offence Dismiss Dismiss on 
Probation

Strike Out Poor Box Strike Out 
not Served

Taken Into 
Consideration

TOTAL

Driving past a red traffic 
light

1 1 2

Driving without reason-
able consideration

1 1 1 3

Exceed built up area 
speed limit 50 km/h

1 5 4 13 23

Exceed regional and 
local road speed limit 80 
km/h

 1 2 2 11 16

Exceeding National 
Road Speed Limit 
100km/h

3 1 3 3 13 23

Exceeding Special Speed 
Limit 50 km/h

1 5 8 26 40

Exceeding special speed 
limit 60 km/h

2 21 17 64 104

  Table 6 (continued): Breakdown of road traffic offences which did not result in a con-
viction in court in County Donegal in 2011

- No. No. No. No. No. No. No.
Exceeding special speed limit 80 km/h 1 1
Failing to stop for Garda 1 1 2
Failing to Wear A Safety Belt (Driver) 2 3 5
Failure to stop at stop line where both 
stop sign and line are provided

1 1

Failure to stop at Stop Sign 1 1
Holding a Mobile Phone While Driving 1 5 7 13
Permit person under 17 years occupy 
a forward facing front seat no child 
restraint

1 1

TOTAL 9 3 45 35 149 1 242

05/02/2014WRU00850Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

05/02/2014WRU00900147. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
the fact that several members of the GSOC have had their penalty points wiped out, whether it 
is lawful and fair that those same persons are effectively investigating the penalty points issues 
arising at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5834/14]

05/02/2014WRU01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 98 of the Garda Sío-
chána Act 2005 provides that designated officers of the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Com-
mission (GSOC) have all the powers, immunities and privileges conferred and all the duties 
imposed on any member of the Garda Síochána by or under any enactment or the common law.  
This means that the exemptions under the Road Traffic Acts apply to GSOC officials when us-
ing their section 98 powers while carrying out their official duties.

I have been advised by GSOC that they are committed to conducting a professional, ethical 
and independent investigation into the allegations concerning the cancellation of fixed charge 
notices requested by me.  GSOC also advise me, however, that no officers to whom such an 
exemption has been applied has been assigned to duties involving them in participation in the 
current section 102(5) investigation.
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05/02/2014WRU01050Charities Regulation

05/02/2014WRU01100148. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 154 of 29 January 2014, if he will obtain the net profit by lottery type for 
the years 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5853/14]

05/02/2014WRU01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information sought by the 
Deputy is not available in the Department of Justice and Equality.  As already confirmed in Par-
liamentary Question No. 154 of 29 January 2014, a breakdown of net profit by lottery product 
type was not supplied for those years by Rehab.

05/02/2014WRV00150Garda Complaints Procedures

05/02/2014WRV00200149. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his response to 
public comments made by a former member of GSOC (details supplied) regarding shortcom-
ings in the manner in which the Garda confidential recipient system deals with concerns of 
whistleblowers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5858/14]

05/02/2014WRV00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána (Confi-
dential Reporting of Corruption or Malpractice) Regulations 2007 provide for an independent 
Confidential Recipient to whom members of the Force can report, in confidence, instances 
where they believe there may be corruption or malpractice within the Force.  The Confidential 
Recipient is required to transmit each report to the Garda Commissioner for investigation, but 
there are strong safeguards in the Regulations for the protection of the identities of confidential 
reporters.  This procedure was put in place as part of a sectoral approach towards the protection 
of whistleblowers, with different provisions made for different sectors.

This Government is taking a different approach, as promised in the Programme for Govern-
ment, and is committed to a unified system of strong and effective protection for whistleblow-
ers, in both the public and private sectors, based on international best practice.  These proposals  
are contained in the Protected Disclosures Bill 2013, which has been published by my colleague 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  The Bill has been passed by Seanad Éireann 
and is at Second Stage in this House.  I recently indicated that I was reviewing the relevant pro-
visions of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, in the context of the Protected Disclosures Bill and in 
consultation with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, with a view to 
empowering the Garda Ombudsman Commission to receive and act on confidential reports by 
members of the Garda Síochána.

05/02/2014WRV00350Courts Service

05/02/2014WRV00400150. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline in the 
interests of open and transparent justice and in view of the fact that €16 million was spent in 
installing digital audio recording facilities in most of our courts as an accurate and cost effec-
tive method of recording evidence, the reason CDs of digital audio recordings of court hearings 
are not available to participants who are instead forced to acquire stenographers’ transcripts, 
despite the fact that most EU states make available CDs as they are cheaper and more accurate.  
[5871/14]

05/02/2014WRV00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware 
the courts are, subject only to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of their 
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judicial functions, and the conduct of any case is a matter entirely for the presiding judge.  All 
Court records, including recordings of court proceedings, are under the control of the presid-
ing Judge, as provided for in section 65(3) of the Court Officers Act, 1926. As I previously 
informed the Deputy in response to Parliamentary Questions No. 538 and 539 of 19 November 
2013,  No. 897 to 899 of 16 July 2013 and No. 444 and 445 of 25 June 2013, the relevant Rules 
of the District Court, Circuit Court and Superior Courts (S.I. Numbers 99/2013, 100/2013 and 
101/2013) came into effect on 8 April 2013.  The instruments regulate the procedures whereby 
parties or other persons wishing to have access to records of court proceedings, including audio 
recordings, may apply to the court concerned for access to such records.  The instruments also 
set out the terms on which such access may be granted.  A party to a case may apply to the court 
to access the recording.  However, the granting of access and the terms under which such access 
is granted is a matter for the court.  In common with all court rules these instruments are avail-
able on the Courts Service website. 

05/02/2014WRV00550Deportation Orders

05/02/2014WRV00600151. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
correspondence regarding a deportation case (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5873/14]

05/02/2014WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the persons referred to by 
the Deputy were given temporary residency in the State on Stamp 3 conditions from July 2010 
to December 2012.  Stamp 3 is granted to persons who have demonstrated to the immigration 
officer that they have sufficient funds to support themselves, will not work or operate a busi-
ness in the State and will not become a burden on the State. The persons referred to applied for 
a change of immigration permission to a Stamp 4 in September 2012 in order that they could 
work in the State without a work permit.  The General Immigration Section of INIS wrote to 
the persons concerned in January 2013 and again in July 2013 seeking information in order to 
progress the application.  The requested information was received in August 2013 and the appli-
cation for a change of status was refused on 27 August 2013.  On 18 September 2013, a request 
for a review was submitted to the General Immigration Section of INIS which also requested 
that the Stamp 3 permission be reinstated. On review, this was refused on 16 October 2013 as 
the evidence of finances provided was deemed not sufficient to support a family of two adults 
and three children without potential recourse to public funds.  They were requested to leave 
the State as no further permission would be granted.  The persons left the State on 1 November 
2013 and their application was deemed concluded.

The persons referred to by the Deputy subsequently re-entered the State as visitors on 6 
November 2013 and were given visitors’ permission for one month - up to 6 December 2013.  
Despite entering the State as visitors, the General Immigration Section of INIS received an ap-
plication on 5 December 2013 for ‘leave to remain’ in respect of the persons referred to by the 
Deputy.  As this application had already been assessed, it was not accepted and was returned 
to the persons referred to by the Deputy.  On 6 January 2014, a further request for a review of 
this decision was received in the General Immigration Section of INIS.  The basis of the review 
request was that the persons referred to by the Deputy were in fact applying for Business Per-
mission to remain in the State. Over the course of the last two months, many representations 
have been made by many public representatives, including the Deputy, on behalf of the persons 
referred to by the Deputy.  The persons referred to by the Deputy and the public representatives 
have been informed of the details and requirements of the Business Permission Scheme; one of 
which is that the applicants must apply from outside the State. The persons referred to by the 
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Deputy can be in no doubt as to what is required of them in relation to this and indeed in relation 
to their immigration permission or lack thereof.

The persons referred to by the Deputy have exhausted the application and review processes 
and have no permission to be in the State since 6 December 2013.  If the persons referred to by 
the Deputy do not leave the State, it is the intention of the General Immigration Section of INIS 
to issue a ‘notification of a proposal to deport’ letter under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 
1999.  The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immi-
gration cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/02/2014WRV00750Magdalen Laundries

05/02/2014WRV00800152. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total number of 
applications received for compensation from the Magdalene fund; the number and amounts 
paid out to date and the length of time it will take to process each application; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [5893/14]

05/02/2014WRV00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): To date, 680 applications have 
been received under the ex gratia scheme which was established by Government for the ben-
efit of those women who were admitted to and worked in the Magdalen Laundries, St Mary’s 
Training Centre, Stanhope Street and House of Mercy Training School, Summerhill, Wexford.  
The applications are being processed as quickly as possible and over 280 letters of formal offer 
have issued to women at this stage.  As soon as an applicant accepts the offer, payment will be 
processed quickly.  So far, 144 women have accepted the formal offer and as at the end of Janu-
ary payments issued to over 100 applicants totalling €3.5 million. 

I am also informed that letters of provisional assessment were issued to a further 32 appli-
cants and if they agree with the provisional assessment with regard to their length of time in a 
relevant institution they will be issued with a letter of formal offer.  The remaining applications 
require further investigation before a decision can be made on their length of stay in a relevant 
institution.  In cases where the religious have no clear record, my officials will have to carry 
out a thorough examination checking whatever records are available to see if they support the 
claim.  The applicant will also be asked to provide any relevant information that could corrobo-
rate her claim that she was in a specific institution for a period of time.

05/02/2014WRV00950Fish Farming

05/02/2014WRV01000153. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide wave height data from and the exact location of the buoys mentioned by Bord Ias-
caigh Mhara in the press release of 20 January 2014 at both of the proposed Galway Bay salmon 
farm sites for the dates from 25 December 2013 through to 7 January 2014; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5830/14]

05/02/2014WRV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data re-
ferred to by the Deputy is held by the Marine Institute.  My Department has asked the Institute 
to forward the data to the Deputy within 2 weeks.
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05/02/2014WRV01150Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/02/2014WRV01200154. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
moneys due under the single farm payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5744/14]

05/02/2014WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While the 
closing date for receipt of applications under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was 15 May 
2013, there was a 25-day period after 15 May for the acceptance of late applications, subject to a 
cumulative penalty of 1% per working day. Applications received on or after 10 June 2013 were 
subject to a 100% penalty and were, therefore, ineligible for payment under the 2013 Scheme. 
The closing date and the period for receipt of late applications was clearly outlined in the copy 
of the Terms and Conditions provided to all Scheme participants, including the person named.

The application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was received 
on 17 June 2013. The person named was informed in writing date 3 July that, as the application 
was received after the final date for receipt of applications, a 100% penalty would be applied.

The person named appealed this decision on the grounds that he was out of the country dur-
ing the period 14 May to 14 June 2013. In rejecting the appeal, it was noted that the pre-printed 
2013 application form and copy of the Terms and Conditions issued to him on 8 March 2013, 
thereby allowing more than adequate time to submit the application before he left the country 
on 14 May 2013. The person named was also advised of his right of appeal to the Agriculture 
Appeals Office at that time. The person named subsequently availed of this opportunity, an ap-
peal being received in that Office on 28 January 2014. That Office will be in direct contact with 
the person named in due course.

05/02/2014WRW00150Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/02/2014WRW00200155. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork is not being paid their single farm payment 
in respect of lands which were previously disqualified but which have now been adequately 
fenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5765/14]

05/02/2014WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas scheme was received from the person 
named on 8 May 2013. An issue arose with the fencing of some of the lands declared by the 
person named. This issue has been resolved and I expect that payment will shortly issue to the 
person named.

05/02/2014WRW00350Forestry Grants

05/02/2014WRW00400156. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if grant aid for the construction of harvest roads on planted land will be continued under the new 
Common Agricultural Policy arrangements; his plans to reduce the level of grant aid provided 
per linear metre constructed under the forest road grant scheme; his further plans to reduce the 
number of metres allowed per hectare under the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [5808/14]

05/02/2014WRW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The con-
struction of forest roads during the 2007-2013 programme period were exchequer funded under 
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EU State Aid rules and therefore did not come under the Rural Development Programme.  The 
new forestry programme for 2014-2020 will continue to be funded by the Exchequer under 
state aid rules. These rules which are in draft form only, limit the level of State support for for-
est roads to 40% of the total eligible costs as opposed to 80% under the previous programme. 

The development of the new forestry programme will be carried out in parallel with a Stra-
tegic Environmental Assessment which will feed into the development of the programme at 
scheme level. A tender for this work has issued and work is expected to begin in early March 
2014. It is therefore too early to make a statement in relation to the forest roads scheme at this  
time, other than to say that various options are currently being explored.  A public consultation 
process will take place in June/July 2014 at which point more detail will be made available on 
the content of the proposed new forestry programme.

05/02/2014WRW00550Agriculture Schemes Payments

05/02/2014WRW00600157. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an area aid payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wexford. 
[5814/14]

05/02/2014WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 15 May 
2013. Subsequent to the 50% advance payment issuing to the named person on 16 October 
2013, one of the land parcels declared by the person named was found, during review of the 
Land Parcel database, to have been over-claimed. With processing of the application recently 
completed, the balancing payment will issue in the coming days, directly to the nominated 
bank account of the person named over the last few days. This balancing payment will be very 
slightly reduced in value, to reflect the finding following the LPIS Review; the person named 
has been written to in this regard and provided with a map of the land parcel in question; he has 
been advised of his right of appeal.

05/02/2014WRW00750Departmental Bodies Data

05/02/2014WRW00800158. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
profits from Tote Ireland for the years 2009 to 2013, inclusive.  [5826/14]

05/02/2014WRW00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Tote Ireland 
Limited (Tote Ireland) is a subsidiary of Horse Racing Ireland. The principal activities of the 
company consist of the operation of the totalisator at race meetings, the operation of a tele-
betting service and an internet service. Tote Ireland’s income derives from the amount retained 
from those wagers placed into Tote Ireland pools and the commission earned on bets placed into 
pools operated by Totes in foreign jurisdictions.  Tote Ireland reported a loss of €0.8m in 2009, 
profits of €0.3m in 2010 and €0.7m in 2011 and a loss of €0.4m in 2012. Results in respect of 
2013 are not available as yet.

05/02/2014WRW00950Departmental Bodies Data

05/02/2014WRW01000159. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
profits from the greyhound tote for the years 2009 to 2013, inclusive.  [5827/14]

05/02/2014WRW01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord na 
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gCon, a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, operates a 
totalisator on greyhound racing in accordance with the terms and conditions of a licence granted 
by the Minister for Finance under the Totalisator Act, 1929.  Bord na gCon does not operate the 
totalisator as a separate company. The financial transactions associated with the Bord na gCon 
totalisator are included in the Annual Report and Accounts of Bord na gCon, accordingly it is 
not possible to provide the details sought by the Deputy. However the published accounts of 
Bord na gCon show the following:

Year 2009 2010 2011
Amount € € €
Tote Receipts 32,884,036 24,464,543 23,868,379
Tote Payout 25,942,281, 19,036,435 18,626,868

I anticipate that the 2012 Annual Report and Accounts of Bord na gCon will be published 
in the coming weeks.

05/02/2014WRW01150Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

05/02/2014WRW01200160. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
results of a review sought by a person (details supplied) in County Galway in relation to land 
excluded for single farm payment purposes and disadvantaged payment purposes have issued to 
the person; the results of the inspection; the penalties and reduction of eligible land that resulted 
from the review; and the scheme years to which any penalty imposed will apply.  [5828/14]

05/02/2014WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an appeal in respect of land declared on his Single Payment Scheme which 
following a review by the Department was found to have contained ineligible features. This 
case was one of a number selected for ground verification checks. The file is currently with the 
Inspectorate and a reply will issue to the applicant outlining the results of the review as soon as 
the file is received in this division.

05/02/2014WRX00150Control of Horses

05/02/2014WRX00200161. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will confirm that an additional fee, on top of the microchip and passport fee, has been imposed 
on organisations and persons involved in the rescue of stray horses from council or Department 
pounds; the rationale behind the imposition of this fee; his views that this increased cost will 
make it unsustainable for organisations to rehouse horses in the longer term; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5875/14]

05/02/2014WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Control 
of Horses Act, 1996 sets down the powers available to local authorities for the control and wel-
fare of horses in the local authorities’ functional area.  My Department provides financial sup-
port to local authorities to assist their work in implementing the Act. In 2013 my Department 
provided funding to local authorities amounting to €3.054 m.

The Deputy will be aware of the increased number of horses being seized throughout the 
country by local authorities under the Control of Horses Act and the burden this imposes on the 
national exchequer. My Department is concerned to ensure that scarce resources are managed 
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in an efficient manner and in this context, a protocol agreed in 2012 between my Department 
and local authorities set down the requirements as to how local authorities apply the Act in their 
respective areas with a view to achieving greater uniformity as well as, of course, savings and 
efficiencies in implementation of the Act.  It is important that local authorities make every ef-
fort to recoup the costs involved and this includes horses being re-homed by individuals and/or 
animal welfare bodies.  In this context, my Department has informed the local authorities that, 
in the event that full costs are not recoverable from persons/groups re-homing horses, the maxi-
mum contribution payable from my Department with effect from 1 January 2014, in respect of 
horses and equines that are re-homed is €200 per horse and €125 for equines other than horses. 

I welcome the fact that local authorities are engaged in tendering joint initiatives for ser-
vices under the Act, as this should lead to substantial savings being made.

I should emphasise that I have allocated ex gratia funding of €1.8m to assist animal welfare 
organisations in their activities in 2014 and I specifically increased funding to those organisa-
tions involved in horse welfare activities to ensure that they have sufficient resources to enable 
them cater for any difficulties arising in the area of horse welfare over the coming year.  This 
increased funding should enable welfare bodies absorb some costs associated with re-homing 
horses.

05/02/2014WRX00350Child Care Services Expenditure

05/02/2014WRX00400162. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
average cost per annum for each type of care provision for children; the numbers in each cat-
egory at present; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5726/14]

05/02/2014WRX00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have sought 
the information from the Child and Family Agency and will forward this to the Deputy once I 
have received it.  

05/02/2014WRX00550Social Workers Recruitment

05/02/2014WRX00600163. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
number and percentage of WTE social worker vacancies in each local unit; the steps being 
taken to address this shortfall; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5727/14]

05/02/2014WRX00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The staffing 
complement for the Child and Family Agency (CFA), which was established on 1 January, 
2014 includes 1,385 social workers who transferred from the HSE. The complement was de-
termined following a detailed census and re-classification process undertaken in 2013, through 
which social workers were formally assigned to particular care groups, including children and 
families. This work was necessary in order to prepare for the establishment of the new Agency 
and to allow for the transfer of designated staff.

Staffing vacancies arise for various reasons including retirements, resignations, career 
breaks and unpaid leave.  In addition, gaps in service cover arise where staff are on paid leave.  
Social work staffing levels across the whole country are at 93% according to the CFA.   Vacan-
cies are covered by temporary staff as required to ensure staffing levels do not fall to an unsafe 
level.  This is risk assessed by Area Managers. 

Over the past 18 months a total of 138 social work posts have been filled. In addition to this, 
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there are a further 196 posts in the process of being recruited.

- 23 of these have been offered and accepted positions and starting dates are being agreed;

- 6 offers have been made and are awaiting a response; and

- the remaining 167 posts have been approved to be filled.  A recruitment campaign is al-
ready underway for 32 of these posts and a further campaign for the remaining 135 is expected 
to start shortly.

Budget 2014 included the provision of €6.7m (€12m in a full year) to support the continuing 
implementation of the reform programme across children and family services.  This additional 
funding will assist the CFA in meeting identified service pressures.  This will include the filling 
of social work vacancies taking account of identified need, with a particular focus this year on 
the filling of vacancies arising from maternity leave. The Agency is also finalising proposals, 
arising from the provision of this additional funding, for the introduction of a guaranteed and 
protected one year induction programme for newly qualified social workers.  The scheme will 
include protected workload and weekly tutorial/mentoring provision. 

The initiatives described above will assist the CFA in responding to particular service pres-
sures arising over the course of the year and allow for a targeted response to such pressures 
taking account of identified need and service priorities.

The additional information requested by the Deputy on the total number and percentage of 
WTE social worker vacancies in each local unit has been requested from the Child and Family 
Agency and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

05/02/2014WRX00750Ombudsman for Children Expenditure

05/02/2014WRX00800164. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the annual cost to 
her Department of running the office of the Ombudsman for Children; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [5835/14]

05/02/2014WRX00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The budget for 
the annual cost of running of the Ombudsman for Children for 2014 is €1.888m as published 
in the Revised Estimates Volume for 2014 and provided at subhead C8 of Vote 40 which is the 
Vote for the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. This is the same as the provision in the 
Revised Estimates Volume for 2013.  The latest audited financial statements of the Ombudsman 
for Children’s Office for 2012 were sent to me by the Ombudsman for Children, Ms Emily Lo-
gan, and laid before the Oireachtas by my Department in January 2014.  The Deputy can refer 
to the website of the Ombudsman for Children’s office where financial statements for all years 
up to 2012 are available at http://www.oco.ie/publications/annual-reportsfinancial-statements.
html.

05/02/2014WRX00950Ombudsman for Children Investigations

05/02/2014WRX01000165. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
cases referred to the Ombudsman for Children for each of the past five years relating to com-
plaints against school management; the number of these cases that were investigated by the 
Ombudsman for Children; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [5837/14]

05/02/2014WRX01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Ombuds-
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man for Children is independent in her function and reports to the Oireachtas on matters within 
her remit as required by the Ombudsman for Children Act 2002. I have sent the question to the 
Ombudsman for Children and asked that she might correspond directly with the Deputy in this 
matter.

05/02/2014WRX01150Garda Vetting of Personnel

05/02/2014WRX01200166. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to a situation that has arisen with regard to Garda vetting of staff in early 
education and child care training programmes such that training organisations that process all 
Garda vetting forms for students have been informed by the Office of the Data Protection Com-
missioner that they cannot, under data protection legislation, share the information with a third 
party placement facility, and that this requirement is jeopardising work placements in the child 
care sector; if she is concerned by this; if she has intervened with the Department of Justice and 
Equality on the matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5892/14]

05/02/2014WRX01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Child Care 
(Pre-School Services) (No. 2) Regulations 2006 require that a person carrying on a pre-school 
service shall ensure appropriate vetting of all staff, students and volunteers who have access to 
a child. 

I am aware that a problem exists in relation to the sharing of student vetting information 
by training colleges with a third party.  In situations where training colleges process Garda 
vetting for their students and subsequently secure placement of these students in childcare set-
tings, they are not permitted under current Data Protection regulations to release the vetting 
documents or copies to the childcare service.  Because of the requirements of the Pre-School 
Regulations service providers cannot accept students on placement unless the full Garda vetting 
documentation is available to them. 

There is currently a strong emphasis on improving the quality of childcare services and it is 
recognised that the level of training of pre-school staff impacts significantly on the quality of  
the services provided. Child protection practices must also remain at the top of the agenda in 
any circumstances and  I am anxious therefore that the issue raised by the Deputy is resolved.   
Officials in my Department have recently written to the Data Protection Commissioner re-
questing an urgent meeting to discuss this and a range of issues which relate to the delivery of 
childcare services.

05/02/2014WRY00150Medical Card Appeals

05/02/2014WRY00200167. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card appeal in respect of a person (details supplied); if he will intervene in this case; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5736/14]

05/02/2014WRY00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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05/02/2014WRY00350Hospital Admissions

05/02/2014WRY00400168. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the reason Beaumont Hospital 
informed the Health Service Executive that a person (details supplied) was admitted on 18 De-
cember when they were not; and the reason there was an instruction not to reply to this Deputy 
before 18 December.  [5737/14]

05/02/2014WRY00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the 
Deputy in this matter.  The Deputy’s original Parliamentary Question was due for answer on 18 
December 2013, therefore, as is procedural practice, the HSE were informed that the answer 
was not due until this date. I trust this clarifies the issue.

05/02/2014WRY00550Medical Card Appeals

05/02/2014WRY00600169. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the outcome of an appeal of 
a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5739/14]

05/02/2014WRY00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/02/2014WRY00750Hospice Services

05/02/2014WRY00800170. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in the 2014 
Acute Services Health Plan the progress with respect to the proposed hospice for County Wick-
low; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5749/14]

05/02/2014WRY00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/02/2014WRY00950Debt Collection

05/02/2014WRY01000171. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
details of the amount that has been spent by public hospitals in 2013 on the services of debt 
collection agencies.  [5759/14]

05/02/2014WRY01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

05/02/2014WRY01150Dental Services Provision
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05/02/2014WRY01200172. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health when Loughrea dental clinic and 
school dentist service will be available again; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5767/14]

05/02/2014WRY01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive provides a dental service to school children aged up to 16 years.  The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy regarding the provision of dental ser-
vices in Loughrea.

05/02/2014WRZ00075Departmental Funding

05/02/2014WRZ00100173. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the amount of money the 
Health Service Executive and his Department have paid to a group (details supplied) in County 
Mayo under the section 39 grant for 2009 to 2013, inclusive, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [5769/14]

05/02/2014WRZ00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/02/2014WRZ00250National Drugs Strategy Budget

05/02/2014WRZ00300174. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the funding received by 
an organisation (details supplied) in Dublin 5 from his Department for the years 2011 to 2014, 
inclusive.  [5772/14]

05/02/2014WRZ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Details of funding 
provided to Dublin North East Local Drugs Task Force by my Department in the years referred 
to by the Deputy are set out in the following table.  The figure specified in 2014 is the sum al-
located to the Task Force by my Department, of which €211,126 has been paid in respect of 
January to June.  I would also draw the attention of the Deputy to the fact that operational re-
sponsibility for 9 of the Task Force projects funded by my Department in 2013 was transferred 
to the HSE on 1 January 2014, under new arrangements designed to simplify the funding, ac-
countability and monitoring framework of Local and Regional Drugs Task Force projects.  The 
total allocation for the projects funded through the HSE comes to €594,836.  This brings the 
Task Force’s total allocation for community drugs projects in 2014 to €1,017,087.

Year Amount No. of Projects
2011 €1,251,756.00 17
2012 €1,154,962.85 18
2013 €869,625.00 13
2013 €422,251.00 4

05/02/2014WRZ00450Health Insurance Prices

05/02/2014WRZ00500175. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health with regard to the recent VHI 
premium increases, when he was first informed of same; if he took any action to stop it; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [5775/14]

05/02/2014WRZ00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The recent VHI premium increases, at an 
average of 3%, are considerably lower than in previous years.  This reflects my emphasis on the 



Questions - Written Answers

236

need for VHI and all health insurers to address their costs.  I was notified shortly after the VHI 
Board agreed the increases.  VHI is a commercial company operating in a competitive market 
and it makes its own commercial decisions about its prices.  I have no legal power to intervene 
in this process.

I have consistently urged VHI and all private health insurers to do everything possible to 
keep down the cost of private health insurance so that it is as affordable for as many people as 
possible.  Last year, I appointed Mr Pat McLoughlin to work with the insurance companies and 
my Department on an independent review process to identify effective cost management strat-
egies to help ensure the long-term sustainability of the private health insurance market.  The 
second phase of the report has commenced and will report within three months.

05/02/2014WRZ00650Drug Treatment Programmes Availability

05/02/2014WRZ00700176. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare will be included in a methadone rehabilitation programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [5776/14]

05/02/2014WRZ00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
requested by the Deputy is not readily available to my Department.  As this is a service matter, 
I have referred the Deputy’s query to the HSE for direct reply.

05/02/2014WRZ00850Hospitals Funding

05/02/2014WRZ00900177. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form, 
the financial allocation for each hospital in 2013 and in 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5788/14]

05/02/2014WRZ01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the detailed information re-
quested by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

05/02/2014WRZ01050Hospital Appointments Administration

05/02/2014WRZ01100178. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early appointment will 
be arranged at Waterford Regional Hospital in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny.  [5796/14]

05/02/2014WRZ01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A maximum waiting time target  of 12 
months has been set for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is reflected 
in the HSE Service Plan.  The SDU and the NTPF are working closely with hospitals towards 
achievement of the maximum waiting time.  In relation to the particular patient query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to him directly.

05/02/2014WRAA00150Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/02/2014WRAA00200179. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health the Health Service Executive pol-
icy regarding the cost of the provision of incontinence wear; if any associated cost is passed on 
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to the service user of the HSE facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5809/14]

05/02/2014WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2014WRAA00350Hospital Procedures

05/02/2014WRAA00400180. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of public outpa-
tient, inpatient and day cases performed in private hospitals in each quarter of 2013; the cost in 
each category in each quarter; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5811/14]

05/02/2014WRAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the detailed information re-
quested by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

05/02/2014WRAA00550Health Services Provision

05/02/2014WRAA00600181. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the condition commonly known as EDS Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact there is no specialist in Ireland who is trained to deal with this life threatening 
condition; his plans to address this problem; if there is justification for a medical card for those 
who are diagnosed with this chronic condition; his plans to address the deficit in medical treat-
ment here; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that patients have to travel to the UK for 
treatment at their own expense; if it could be included on the travel abroad scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [5818/14]

05/02/2014WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical cards are 
provided to persons who, under the provisions of the Health Act 1970, are in the opinion of the 
HSE unable without undue hardship to arrange GP services for themselves and their depen-
dants. The assessment for a medical card is determined primarily by reference to the means, 
including the income and reasonable expenditure, of the applicant and his or her partner and 
dependants. Under the legislation, determination of eligibility for a medical card is the respon-
sibility of the HSE.  

The HSE operates a Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS), for persons to receive treatment in 
another EU/EEA member state or Switzerland under EU Regulation 1408/71, as per the proce-
dures set out in EU Regulations 574/72, and in accordance with Department of Health Guide-
lines. Within these governing EU Regulations and the Department of Health Guidelines, the 
TAS provides for the cost of approved treatments in another EU/EEA member state or Switzer-
land through the issue of Form E112 (IE).  A decision is made on each application in accordance 
with this legislation and guidelines and on the basis of a review by clinical experts. The cost of 
the treatment is not a deciding factor when approving an application. The treatment must not 
be available within the State or not available within a time normally necessary for obtaining it.

The TAS allows for an Irish based medical consultant to refer a patient that is normally 
resident in Ireland for treatment, in a public hospital, in another EU/EEA member state or 
Switzerland, where the treatment in question meets the following criteria: (a) The application 
to refer a patient abroad has been assessed and a determination given before that patient goes 
abroad; (b) Following clinical assessment, the referring Consultant certifies the following: they 
recommend the patient be treated in another EU/EEA country or Switzerland; the treatment is 
medically necessary and will meet the patient’s needs; the treatment is a proven form of medi-
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cal treatment and is not experimental or test treatment; the treatment is in a recognised hospital 
or other institution and is under the control of a registered medical practitioner; the hospital 
outside the state will accept EU/EEA form E112 (IE).

The HSE TAS processes applications based on the treatment that the patient is being re-
ferred for, which is not available in Ireland. The presence of a rare illness, such as Ehlers Danlos 
Syndrome, is not of itself criteria for availing of treatment abroad: most cases of rare diseases 
are treated without the need for recourse to services in other jurisdictions.

Patients, in conjunction with their Irish based public referring hospital consultant, have the 
ability to apply to the HSE TAS seeking access to public healthcare outside the state through 
model form E112. Applications to TAS are processed and a determination given in accordance 
with the statutory framework prior to a patient travelling to avail of treatment. Approved appli-
cants/patients’ hospital treatment costs are covered through the issue of form E112 (IE) for the 
specific identified episode of care. Once a patient is discharged from a specific episode of care 
abroad, their care immediately reverts to their Irish based consultant.

Each application to the HSE TAS is reviewed individually on its own merits and there are 
no restrictions, regarding age or otherwise, on a person making an application to the HSE TAS 
for review and decision. Previous approvals or declines are not used as an influencing factor on 
subsequent applications. Each application is for an individual episode of care unless otherwise 
specified by the consultant on the application form. Each application to TAS is processed and 
given a formal written decision. If that decision is one of decline, the reason for that decision 
is clearly outlined and the option of an appeal is afforded. Furthermore, as above the decision 
on an application does not restrict future applications for an individual patient or indeed other 
patients seeking treatment abroad that is not available in Ireland.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine the specific matter referred to by 
the Deputy and will reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service Executive 
operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit 
cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact service for 
members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, 
which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. Contact information has issued to 
Oireachtas members.

05/02/2014WRAA00750Disabled Drivers Grants

05/02/2014WRAA00800182. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Health when the review of the mobility 
allowance scheme and the motorised transport grant scheme will be completed; if details will 
be provided on the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5821/14]

05/02/2014WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In November 
2013, the Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new travel 
subsidy scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health, in consultation with other relevant Ministers.  The Department of Health is working to 
progress this matter in line with the Government’s decision.  The Department will draw on the 
work, last year, of the Review Group on Transport Supports for People with Disabilities and the 
Inter-Departmental Group tasked by Government to consider details of a statutory replacement 
for the discontinued Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant Schemes.

05/02/2014WRAA00950Health Services Expenditure
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05/02/2014WRAA01000183. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health his Department’s cal-
culation of the actual annual spend on health in each of the past three years, 2011 to 2013, inclu-
sive, across each of the following: the State spend, private health insurance contributions across 
the range of competitor companies, private practice direct payments by patients attending con-
sultants, GPs, specialist and other services, including therapy services drugs and medicines 
payments up to the drug refund scheme threshold and the prescription charge paid by medical 
card holders and any other identifiable expenditure across the broad health spectrum.  [5822/14]

05/02/2014WRAA01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Total public expenditure on health for each of 
the years 2011 and 2012 was €14,075 million and €14,137 million respectively.  The estimated 
figure for 2013 is €13,881 million.  

Estimates of private health expenditure are compiled by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) 
and are principally based on data derived from the Household Budget Survey (HBS).  The HBS 
is carried out every 5 years with the last survey having taken place in 2010.  Estimated annual 
expenditure is based on grossing up the survey data for the full year and the total population.  
The following table presents estimated results across a range of categories of out of pocket 
health expenditure, including medical consultations, for 2010.  Out of pocket expenditure on 
prescribed medicines is also included in the table.  It should be noted that it is not possible to 
exclude prescription payments which may subsequently have been refunded under the drug 
payments scheme (DPS).  Where a person has a DPS card and fills prescriptions in a specified 
pharmacy, there is no payment once the monthly limit has been exceeded.  However, if the 
prescription is filled in a different pharmacy then payment must be made prior to a refund be-
ing claimed.  Prescription charges for medical card holders amounted to €27.6 million, €29.7 
million and €85.0 million for 2011, 2012 and 2013 respectively.

The CSO and the Department of Health are currently cooperating on a major initiative to 
produce more detailed annual public and private health expenditure data for Ireland based on 
the System of Health Accounts (SHA).  Implementation of the SHA will enable more com-
prehensive reporting of health expenditure by provider, funder and types of care.  It will also 
improve estimation of health expenditure for national accounts purposes.  It is expected that full 
reporting based on the SHA will be available in 2016. 

Household Budget Survey, Estimated Private Expenditure on Health by Category, 
2010

- 2010
- €m
Expenditure on private health insurance 1,671
Expenditure on prescribed medication 626
Medical services (physiotherapist, orthodontist, consultant, etc.) 335
Dentist 315
Doctor (not consultant) 249
Hospital charges (net of insurance refunds) 112
Spectacles & lenses 103
Services of private medical auxiliaries (e.g. chiropodist) 52
Optician 28
Other medical products (plasters, bandages, etc.) 17
Therapeutic equipment – non optical items (e.g. wheelchair) 8
Services of medical analysis labs 5
Accessories & repairs to spectacles & lenses 3
Other non hospital services 3

Source: CSO, Household Budget Survey.
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05/02/2014WRAA01150Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

05/02/2014WRAA01200184. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he will include the condition At-
tention Deficit Disorder in the long term illness card scheme.  [5841/14]

05/02/2014WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Mental Illness (un-
der 16) is one of the illnesses covered under the LTI Scheme. Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD) is a qualifying condition covered under this heading. Attention Deficit Dis-
order is sometimes used to describe one sub-type of the ADHD condition. Following a review 
of the operation of the Scheme with reference to ADHD, the HSE issued appropriate national 
guidelines in September 2013, to be implemented with immediate effect. The implementation 
of the guidelines will ensure that in future all children with ADHD are treated equally under the 
Long Term Illness Scheme.

05/02/2014WRBB00150Health Reports

05/02/2014WRBB00200185. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health when he expects the report of 
the European Commission’s Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Health 
Risks, to be published  [5844/14]

05/02/2014WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The European 
Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks, SCENIHR, has been 
mandated to conduct a review of the safety of metal-on-metal implants. This investigation is 
focusing on the potential health effects caused by metal ions resulting from the implanted medi-
cal device.  The committee’s opinion is expected later this month.

05/02/2014WRBB00350Mental Health Services Provision

05/02/2014WRBB00400186. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health further to an independent re-
port commissioned into the relative merits of retaining acute psychiatric beds in St Brigid’s Bal-
linasloe or Roscommon Hospital, when that report was commissioned; when was it delivered 
to his office; the way the template for the scoring was devised; if it was based on a template 
for comparisons between other respective hospital sites, if so which one; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [5847/14]

05/02/2014WRBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/02/2014WRBB00550Ambulance Service Provision

05/02/2014WRBB00600187. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied with the emer-
gency medical service provided to residents of East Cork; his views on the circumstances of a 
recent incident (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5848/14]

05/02/2014WRBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Ambulance Service (NAS) pro-
vides ambulance and pre-hospital emergency care to the population of County Cork.  The ser-
vice operates from 10 ambulance stations: Cork City, St. Mary’s Hospital Cork City, Midleton, 
Youghal, Fermoy, Mallow, Kanturk, Millstreet, Macroom and Bantry. 

The NAS continuously evaluates its services to align them with available resources and 
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activity levels throughout the Southern area.  The ambulance service is not a static service and 
as such deploys its resources in a dynamic manner, working on an area and national basis as op-
posed to a local basis.  The dynamic deployment of ambulance resources ensures that the near-
est appropriate resource is mobilized to the location of an incident.  Where required the NAS 
dispatches resources from surrounding stations to an incident.  In the east Cork area, additional 
resources would be sourced from Dungarvan, Clonmel and Cashel.

HIQA, as part of its business plan for 2014, and in line with its programme for the moni-
toring of the National Standards for Safer Better Healthcare, will review the governance and 
management arrangements of pre-hospital emergency care services, including the timely call-
handling, response, assessment, diagnosis, care and transportation of the acutely ill patient to 
the appropriate health care facility.  This review had been due to commence in the 2nd quarter 
of 2014; however, in light of a number of recent incidents, the Authority has agreed to my re-
quest to commence the review in quarter one.  I understand that the review will focus initially 
on the governance arrangements for the service and how those arrangements translate into the 
safety, quality and effectiveness of services for patients. 

I would also like to inform the Deputy that the NAS is undertaking its own capacity review, 
to determine current and future service delivery needs.  This process will examine a number of 
areas, including staff numbers and skill mix, as well as resource distribution.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to the specific incident 
referred to in his question.

05/02/2014WRBB00750Primary Care Services Provision

05/02/2014WRBB00800188. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
transport assistance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12  [5850/14]

05/02/2014WRBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2014WRBB00950HSE Properties

05/02/2014WRBB01000189. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the interest a club (details supplied) has in acquiring land  [5856/14]

05/02/2014WRBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Management of the health care estate is a 
service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

05/02/2014WRBB01150Disease Awareness

05/02/2014WRBB01200190. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will initiate an awareness cam-
paign in relation to the signs /symptoms of type one diabetes particularly in relation to children, 
along the lines of the awareness campaign operating in Britain which has had considerable suc-
cess  [5872/14]

05/02/2014WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/02/2014WRCC00150Health Services Staff Recruitment

05/02/2014WRCC00200191. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if it is the case that with regard 
to the practices used by the Health Service Executive in the employment of psychologists that 
only those with the specific title of clinical psychologist are allowed to apply for the vast major-
ity of positions; if counselling or educational psychologists are excluded from being appointed; 
if such a practice would be compatible with international best practice; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [5877/14]

05/02/2014WRCC00300192. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health the number of counselling 
psychologists that have successfully completed Health Service Executive interview processes 
since the start of 2011; the number that have been placed on employment panels that are still 
active; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5878/14]

05/02/2014WRCC00400193. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
has contacted postgraduate clinical psychology training programmes in the UK to invite appli-
cations for HSE posts rather than make use of psychologists who have trained here, have been 
successful at interview and remain on HSE employment panels; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [5879/14]

05/02/2014WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 191 to 193, 
inclusive, together.

As the Health Service Executive has responsibility for the recruitment practices used to fill 
psychologist posts, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the Executive for direct reply.  I 
have also requested that the Executive respond directly in relation to the numbers who have 
successfully completed interview processes and have been placed on employment panels that 
are still active.

05/02/2014WRCC00550Nursing Home Accommodation

05/02/2014WRCC00600194. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will set out the programme 
of work planned for St. Joseph’s nursing home, Ardee, County Louth; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [5880/14]

05/02/2014WRCC00700195. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will set out the costs relating 
to each phase of the programme of work at St. Joseph’s nursing home, Ardee, County Louth.  
[5881/14]

05/02/2014WRCC00800201. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the future plans that exist for the 
development of the St. Joseph’s nursing home site in Ardee, County Louth.  [5887/14]

05/02/2014WRCC00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 194, 195 and 201 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

05/02/2014WRCC00950Nursing Home Services
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05/02/2014WRCC01000196. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the current staffing levels at St. 
Joseph’s Nursing Home in Ardee, County Louth.  [5882/14]

05/02/2014WRCC01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The detailed information sought by the Dep-
uty in relation to health service staff is a matter for the HSE and, accordingly, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to him.

05/02/2014WRDD00150Nursing Home Services

05/02/2014WRDD00200197. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the anticipated staffing levels 
that will be required at St. Joseph’s Hospital nursing home when the refurbishment work is 
completed.  [5883/14]

05/02/2014WRDD00300198. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons resident in 
St. Joseph’s Hospital nursing home in Ardee, County Louth.  [5884/14]

05/02/2014WRDD00400199. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that St. 
Joseph’s Hospital nursing home in Ardee, County Louth, will be expected to have when the 
refurbishment plans are completed.  [5885/14]

05/02/2014WRDD00500200. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the other services provided by St. 
Joseph’s Hospital nursing home in Ardee, County Louth; and the way these will be affected by 
the refurbishment and Health Service Executive’s plans.  [5886/14]

05/02/2014WRDD00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 197 to 200, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

  Question No. 201 answered with Question No. 194.

05/02/2014WRDD00750Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/02/2014WRDD00800202. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health the reason Ireland had the 
highest usage in the world per head of population of DePuy hip implants; and the reason there 
was such high usage of these implants in the south-east region.  [5888/14]

05/02/2014WRDD00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Orthodontic Services Provision

05/02/2014WREE00200203. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway was declined orthodontic treatment at Merlin Park Hospital, Galway; 
if this decision will be reconsidered; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5889/14]

05/02/2014WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
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the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

Patient Statistics

05/02/2014WREE00400204. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
format the number of public patients for whom private treatment was procured in 2013; the 
hospitals-clinics where such procedures were procured; the expenditure incurred; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [5891/14]

05/02/2014WREE00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the detailed information re-
quested by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to him directly.

Public Transport Issues

05/02/2014WREE00600205. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding a bus shelter (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5728/14]

05/02/2014WREE00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In accordance with 
the Taxi Regulation Act 2013 (Public Service Contracts) (Commencement) Order 2013, which 
came into effect on 1 January 2014, the functions of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
relation to public transport infrastructure have been extended to include securing or providing 
bus stops, bus shelters, bus stations, stands and bus fleets in the State.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Driver Licences

05/02/2014WREE00800206. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide an update in relation to the discussions between the Road Safety Authority and 
the individual provinces in Canada with a view to reaching agreement on plans to harmonise 
the driving licence regime between the two countries; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5762/14]

05/02/2014WREE00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Negotiations with 
the Canadian provinces on mutual recognition of diving licences are being dealt with by the 
Road Safety Authority (RSA), which has statutory responsibility for driver licensing in Ireland.

I understand from the RSA that agreement is close with Manitoba, Ontario and Newfound-
land.  It was decided at an early stage to prioritise Ontario due to the large number of Irish 
residents there.  When agreement is reached, the RSA will conclude formal agreements, in the 
form of Memoranda of Understanding, with each of those Provinces.  I shall then introduce 
regulations to give effect to the changes.

Driver Licence Applications

05/02/2014WREE01000207. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
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if his attention has been drawn to the delays in issuing driver licences by the National Driver 
Licence Service; the steps that are being taken to alleviate this problem; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [5787/14]

05/02/2014WREE01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National 
Driver Licensing Service (NDLS) is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority 
(RSA).  The RSA acknowledged that there were teething problems when the service opened for 
business on 29 October 2013.  Some were technical and systems issues, while others related 
to new staff becoming familiar with rules and processes around driving licences and permits. 

The RSA has responded by increasing resources in NDLS centres experiencing delays, as 
well as in the licence processing centre, and providing further training to staff.  There are no 
major technical difficulties now affecting the service.  A booking system to allow for customers 
to make appointments has been operating in a Pilot Phase which was successful.  This system 
will now be provided in all NDLS offices.

While I understand that there are still some backlogs in relation to applications, the situa-
tion has improved.  I have been informed that licence applications that are fully and correctly 
completed are being issued in a much improved timeframe, and work is continuing to achieve 
the eight day turn around target. The RSA has assured me that the remaining backlog will be 
cleared in the shortest possible timeframe.  The NDLS can also respond to urgent situations 
where a licence is needed for travel abroad or for work purposes.  I understand that the NDLS 
has advised the Gardaí of the delays with issuing some licences.

Question No. 208 withdrawn.


