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05/12/205/12/2013WRA00250Irish Water Staff

05/12/2013WRA003001. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total number of staff currently in employment with Irish Water; the total 
number anticipated when it reaches full strength; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52065/13]

05/12/2013WRA00400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establish-
ment of Irish Water as an independent subsidiary under the Companies Acts within the Bord 
Gáis Éireann Group. The Act also provided Irish Water with the necessary powers to undertake 
the domestic water metering programme. The Water Services (No. 2) Bill 2013, which was 
published on 2 December 2013, will provide for the transfer of water services functions from 
the 34 water services authorities to Irish Water.

Irish Water has programme management arrangements in place in preparation for this trans-
fer of functions from 1 January 2014, to provide for customer service and billing and to imple-
ment the domestic water metering programme. The Steering Group for the Water Sector Reform 
programme agreed that, to ensure skills within the sector were fully availed of in building up 
the new organisation, competitions for positions in asset management, capital delivery and 
operations would be restricted to staff in the partner organisations, which are the local au-
thorities, Bord Gáis Éireann, and my Department. Open competitions are held for all other 
positions.  Data supplied by Irish Water indicate that 203 staff have been recruited to the Irish 
Water organisation with 121 having taken up duty and 82 due to start. A further 80 staff from 
the local authorities and 4 staff from my Department have been seconded to Irish Water on a 
temporary basis. Recruitment beyond these numbers will be dependent both on budgets avail-
able and organisational needs.

  Questions Nos. 2 to 7, inclusive, answered orally.

05/12/2013WRA00550National Pensions Reserve Fund Investments

05/12/2013WRA006008. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if any of the borrowings Irish Water availed of from the National Pensions 
Reserve Fund were used to service contracts for water installation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51814/13]

05/12/2013WRA0070017. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the uses that will be made of Exchequer funds provided to Irish Water; if 
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any of the Exchequer funding will be used to repay National Pensions Reserve Fund borrow-
ings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51813/13]

05/12/2013WRA00800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos. 8 and 17 together. 

  A key objective of the water sector reform programme is to rationalise the cost of the cur-
rent service delivery and ensure more efficient operation of water services by moving from 34 
water services authorities to a single body; following enactment of the Water Services (No. 2) 
Bill 2013 which is currently being considered by the Seanad, these functions will transfer to 
Irish Water.   

Expenditure to date by Bord Gáis/Irish Water in preparation for this transfer is not being 
funded from the Exchequer, with the exception of €0.7m which has been committed for a pilot 
study in relation to phase 2 of the metering programme. The National Pensions Reserve Fund 
has provided a bridging loan facility to Irish Water to meet the costs arising to the end of 2013. 
This includes the initial stages of the domestic water metering programme, the full cost of 
which is €539m excluding VAT. 

Irish Water’s costs in the coming years will be funded through a mix of revenue from the 
domestic and non-domestic sector, third party finance and State support. In 2014, it is proposed 
to make a direct equity investment of €240m from the Exchequer towards the capital funding 
of Irish Water. This will support projects to be included in Irish Water’s Capital Investment 
Plan. Work is also underway on the funding model for Irish Water’s operational costs, to ensure 
that it can fund the Service Level Agreements being put in place with local authorities for the 
delivery of water services in 2014. Funding for this purpose will be made available to Irish 
Water through the Local Government Fund in 2014. Irish Water will also finance some of its 
costs (both capital and operational), including the liabilities transferred from local authorities, 
through borrowings and revenue from the non-domestic sector in 2014.

05/12/2013WRA00850Climate Change Negotiations

05/12/2013WRA009009. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on the climate change talks recently concluded in Po-
land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51924/13]

05/12/2013WRA01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The 19th Conference of the Parties (COP19) to the UN Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change was held in Warsaw from 11 to 22 November, in conjunction with the 9th Meeting 
of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol; the 39th sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies on Implementa-
tion and Scientific and Technical Advice, and the third part of the second session of the Ad-Hoc 
Working Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP). 

In addition to work focussed on further implementation of previous COP decisions and 
agreements, the Warsaw COP centred on making progress towards a new global agreement, to 
be concluded in COP 21 in Paris in December 2015. To this end, a key focus of the EU posi-
tion going into these negotiations was to agree a clear process of work and analysis, including 
key milestones, for 2014 and 2015. This process is necessary to ensure that all Parties begin 
their domestic preparations in order to be in a position to bring meaningful emission reduction 
commitments to the table far enough in advance of the Paris COP to allow for peer review and 
discussion in terms of both their proposed ambition and fairness. Clarity on this process was 
achieved, along with agreement on specific actions to increase pre-2020 mitigation ambition – a 
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vital element of the work under the ADP.

Other key outcomes included important steps towards the operationalisation of the Green 
Climate Fund; agreement on a mechanism to address Loss and Damage; and agreement of the 
REDD Rulebook – a package of measures to reduce emissions from deforestation and forest 
degradation. While a decision on a work programme for agriculture was deferred until the next 
negotiating session in June 2014, there was useful dialogue and sharing of views on agriculture, 
land use and forestry through workshops and a high-level event, in which Ireland was an active 
contributor. 

Overall, while in some areas of the negotiations it proved challenging to secure consensus 
across all 194 participating countries, there was a positive outcome for this COP – it is one 
further step on the road to 2015 and must be seen in that context. Ireland will continue to work 
within the EU and with our international partners to secure an ambitious and effective global 
agreement in Paris.

05/12/2013WRA01050Social and Affordable Housing Provision

05/12/2013WRA0110010. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his Department’s work in addressing the ongoing social housing crisis; and 
if a more advanced level of a social housing building programme will be on his Department’s 
agenda to address the crisis. [51810/13]

05/12/2013WRA01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government’s housing policy statement, published in June 2011, clearly identifies 
that the priority for Government is to meet the most acute needs of households applying for 
social housing support. Together with the Minister for Housing and Planning, I am determined 
to ensure that the social housing programme is optimised in terms of resources and focus to 
maximise the response to social housing need. This must of course be achieved in a context in 
which public expenditure necessarily continues to be constrained. Nonetheless, in July 2012 
the Minister for Housing and Planning announced details of a three-year funding programme 
of €100 million to deliver some 800 new units of voluntary and local authority owned social 
housing.

In addition to the €525.8m in housing programme expenditure provided for in my Depart-
ment’s Abridged Estimate for 2014, Budget 2014 provides a further €50 million to fund infra-
structural investment primarily in the housing area, including €30 million for the State house 
building programme; €10 million for an unfinished housing estate resolution project; and an 
additional €10 million for housing adaptation grants. When this is taken into account, funding 
for housing for next year is effectively maintained at 2013 levels.

Delivery of social housing continues to be significantly facilitated through more flexible 
funding models such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme and leasing but the Government is 
also committed to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of per-
manent new social housing. Such mechanisms include options to purchase, build to lease and 
the sourcing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and acquisition. In ad-
dition, my Department and the Housing Agency are engaged with NAMA to ensure continued 
delivery of housing units for social purposes. Approved Housing Bodies will also play a key 
role in 2014 in the delivery of social housing and in particular in its capacity to attract external 
financial investment.

In spite of our challenging economic circumstances, I expect the final output across all 
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social housing programmes for 2013 to be in the region of 5,000 new housing units, and it is 
provisionally estimated that in the region of 5,000 units will also be provided for social housing 
in 2014. 

  Question No. 11 answered orally.

05/12/2013WRA01350Wind Energy Guidelines

05/12/2013WRA0140012. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to revise the planning regulations covering wind turbines; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51807/13]

05/12/2013WRA01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The existing Wind Energy Development Guidelines were published in June 2006. They 
provide advice to planning authorities on catering for wind energy through the development 
plan and development management processes. The guidelines are also intended to ensure a 
consistency of approach throughout the country in the identification of suitable locations for 
wind energy development and the treatment of planning applications for such developments. 
My Department, in conjunction with the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources and other stakeholders, is currently undertaking a targeted review of the Wind En-
ergy Guidelines 2006 focusing on noise, proximity and shadow flicker.  My Department issued 
a press notice in January 2013 inviting submissions from the public on this targeted review.

Earlier this year, my colleague, the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources commissioned the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland to invite proposals from 
suitably qualified organisations for the completion of a desk study of peer reviewed studies 
and other documents that examine the significance of noise related to onshore wind farms. The 
objective of the study is to obtain evidence upon which to evaluate the appropriateness of the 
existing guidelines in relation to noise impacts and, if considered necessary, suggest changes. 
The study takes account of the following key contextual issues:

- the evolution of wind turbine technologies since the current Guidelines were published in 
2006;

- experience to date in the application of the current Guidelines;

- research relating to wind turbine noise issues since the current Guidelines were adopted. 

This study will form a key input into the review of the statutory guidelines. I understand 
the study is now being finalised, and this will allow for the publication shortly of revisions to 
the statutory wind guidelines in draft form. All statutory planning guidelines issue first in draft 
form for public consultation over a period of a couple of months.  The draft guidelines will – 
like all other new or revised guidelines – be available for extensive public consultation for a 
period of 6 weeks to 2 months, to allow for publication of the final guidelines by mid- 2014. 
Once the consultation period is closed, the submissions received on the draft guidelines will be 
considered and taken into account in the final form of the guidelines, which will issue to plan-
ning authorities under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). In 
the meantime all applications for wind energy development must be rigorously assessed in the 
light of the detailed advice in the 2006 guidelines.

05/12/2013WRA01550Water and Sewerage Schemes Status
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05/12/2013WRA0160013. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on the progress with wastewater treatment projects in 
Youghal and Cobh in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51921/13]

05/12/2013WRA01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Youghal Sewerage Scheme is included in my Department’s current Water Services 
Investment Programme. The scheme includes a Wastewater Treatment Plant DBO Contract 
and a Network Contract. Cork County Council has recently submitted a Report on Tenders 
to my Department for the Wastewater Treatment Plant DBO Contract and this Report is cur-
rently under examination. The Council has also applied for a Foreshore Licence for the works 
including the installation of the outfall from the wastewater treatment plant. The processing of 
this application is a priority for my Department. Any decision on the Report on Tenders will be 
dependent on the outcome of the foreshore licence application. 

In July 2013 I approved funding of €3.8m to enable the Council to award the Contract for 
the network element of the scheme. I understand that the Council intends to award this contract 
shortly.

The Cork Lower Harbour Sewerage Scheme is also included in the Water Services Invest-
ment Programme 2010 – 2013 as a scheme to advance through Planning during the life of the 
Programme. I approved Cork County Council’s design proposals for this scheme in March 
2012. It remains a matter for the Council to proceed with the next stage of the scheme which is 
the preparation of contract documents.

05/12/2013WRA01750Tenant Purchase Scheme Administration

05/12/2013WRA0180014. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a new tenant purchase scheme is being considered for local authority 
housing other than apartments; if so, if he will provide information relating to his intentions 
regarding same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51815/13]

05/12/2013WRA01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): As well as the new tenant purchase scheme for local authority apartments, there is also an 
incremental purchase scheme in operation for newly-built local authority houses. I will shortly 
bring the General Scheme of a Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill before Government for 
approval before the end of this year. Among other things, the Bill will underpin a new tenant 
purchase scheme for existing local authority houses along incremental purchase lines, involv-
ing discounts for purchasing tenants linked to household income and a discount-related charge 
on the property that will dwindle away over a period unless the house is resold or the purchaser 
fails to comply with conditions of the sale. The commencement date and detailed terms of the 
new scheme will be determined when the necessary regulations are made on enactment of the 
Bill.

  Question No. 15 answered orally.

05/12/2013WRA02050Hydraulic Fracturing Policy

05/12/2013WRA0210016. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he is concerned that after a period of sustained lobbying, by pro-fracking 
industry, the EU Parliament refused to support a motion calling for a mandatory environmental 
impact assessment to be applied to planning applications involving fracking.  [44981/13]
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05/12/2013WRA02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The final text of an EU Directive requires the agreement of both the Council of Ministers, 
representing the Member States, and the European Parliament in the final trilogue negotiations 
on any particular EU Directive. In the case of the current negotiations on the Commission pro-
posals for a revised Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive, I understand that the 
European Parliament Environment Committee voted in support of an amendment to the Com-
mission’s proposals requiring that a mandatory EIA be carried out in respect of development 
consent applications involving fracking. These negotiations on a revised EIA Directive are 
ongoing under the current Lithuanian EU Presidency.

  Question No. 17 answered with Question No. 8.

05/12/2013WRA02350Rural Recreation Policy

05/12/2013WRA0240018. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to ensure the potential of rural recreation is achieved, as a creator of 
wealth and jobs in rural Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51862/13]

05/12/2013WRA02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The implementation of the National Countryside Recreation Strategy is overseen by 
Comhairle na Tuaithe (The Countryside Council) which is chaired by my Department, meets 
on average 3 to 4 times a year, and continuously supports and oversees the implementation of 
the Strategy and its associated schemes and activities. The main initiatives which are being pro-
gressed through Comhairle na Tuaithe include the Pilot Mountain Access Scheme, a proposed 
National Indemnity Scheme and the Walks Scheme. The renewal of Walks Scheme contracts in 
respect of 14 trails involving almost 900 participants has been completed by the Rural Recre-
ation Section of my Department. It is my intention that the remaining trails on the scheme will 
be renewed as they fall due and additional participants brought on where possible to further 
enhance these iconic routes.

The current expansion in the development of greenways and cycle lanes nationally is having 
a positive effect towards stimulating growth in the services and accommodation sector in many 
rural areas and my Department has approved LEADER funding for a number of such devel-
opments through the Local Development Companies. Approximately €600,000 in additional 
funding was secured for the Rural Recreation budget in 2013. This funding has been allocated 
and is assisting in maintaining the network of National Waymarked Ways and other priority 
walking routes of regional or national significance. I am fully aware of the importance of rural 
recreation to the Irish economy and I and my Department are committed to continuing to make 
progress including with the oversight of Comhairle na Tuaithe.

05/12/2013WRA02550Septic Tank Grants

05/12/2013WRA0260019. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a county breakdown of the number of septic tank improvement 
grants distributed to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51926/13]

05/12/2013WRA02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): On 25 June 2013, I signed the Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Financial As-
sistance) Regulations 2013, a copy of which is available in the Oireachtas Library. The Regu-
lations brought into operation a grants scheme to assist with the cost of remediation of septic 
tanks and domestic waste water treatment systems which are deemed, following inspection 
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under the EPA’s National Inspection Plan and the subsequent issue of an Advisory Notice by 
the local authority, to require repair or upgrading. 

The Regulations provide that, subject to the applicant meeting all qualification criteria, a 
local authority may pay a grant to a person who is required, following an inspection, to have 
repairs or upgrades to, or replacement of, a septic tank or other domestic waste water treatment 
system. Applications for grant aid are administered by the local authorities in whose functional 
area the particular domestic waste water treatment system requiring remediation is situated. 
Where a local authority pays a grant under the scheme, my Department will recoup 100% of the 
amount paid by the local authority. To date, no applications for recoupment have been submit-
ted by the local authorities to my Department. 

05/12/2013WRA02750Social and Affordable Housing Provision

05/12/2013WRA0280020. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 6 of 23 October 2013, if he will 
provide details of the 5000 new social housing units delivered in 2013, including a breakdown 
per local authority area; the number of these units that are new builds; the number that are 
voluntary housing units; the number delivered via leasing or other similar arrangements; the 
number acquired from the National Asset Management Agency; if he will provide the same in-
formation for the 5,000 expected units for 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51935/13]

05/12/2013WRA02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The housing budget for 2013 provides a €310 million 
allocation in current spending while €275 million will be invested through the housing capital 
programme. 

In the region of 5,000 units will be provided for social housing in 2013 including: 

-  350 units for people with special housing needs; 

-  150 units specifically for people leaving institutional care;   

-  an additional 400 permanent homes delivered through capital expenditure under the So-
cial Housing Investment Programme;   

-  some 4,000 new units under Social Leasing and the Rental Accommodation Scheme, in-
cluding housing units acquired under the Mortgage to Rent scheme.   

At this stage of the year, it is not possible to provide a complete breakdown per local author-
ity area of the location of all the above units. However a breakdown of delivery under Leas-
ing to the end of October will be included with the official record along with a breakdown by 
county of the NAMA units identified, deemed suitable and completed or contracted to the end 
of September 2013.   

The 2014 estimate for housing programme expenditure is €575.833 million which includes 
€302.762 million for current expenditure and €273.071 million for capital expenditure. 

In the region of a further 5,000 units will be provided for social housing in 2014. This will 
include:   

-  175 new units for people with special housing needs;   
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-  a further 150 new units, to be provided specifically for people with disabilities leaving 
institutional care through leasing arrangements;   

-  an additional 200 new homes under the Social Housing Investment Programme;   

-  1,200 new units through leasing arrangements (including 350 units through the Mortgage 
to Rent scheme and 400 unit sourced by NAMA); and 

-  a further 2,500 new transfers under the Rental Accommodation Scheme.   

County Leasing Units* To the end of October 2013
Carlow 4
Cavan 2
Clare 27
Cork City 1
Cork County 82
DLR 78
Donegal 18
Dublin City Council 100
Dublin Fingal 63
Dublin South 40
Galway City 18
Galway County 13
Kerry County 30
Kildare 12
Kilkenny 13
Laois 20
Limerick City 3
Longford 1
Louth 58
Mayo 34
Meath 4
Offaly 34
Sligo 4
Tipperary North 65
Tipperary South 12
Waterford County 3
Westmeath 71
Wexford 10
Wicklow 5
Overall 825
* Leasing units include mortgage to rent units and NAMA units delivered through Leasing    

NAMA sourced units   

County Identified Suitable Complete/Contracted 
Carlow 137 82 55 
Cavan 47 - - 
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County Identified Suitable Complete/Contracted 
Clare 169 19 7 
Cork 471 271 36 
Cork City 419 202 53 
Donegal 95 59 - 
Dublin City 628 252 55 
Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown 

328 122 58 

Fingal 203 45 20 
Galway 84 44 - 
Galway City 117 117 45 
Kerry 90 52 15 
Kildare 243 97 57 
Kilkenny 167 96 - 
Laois 98 10 - 
Leitrim 35 - - 
Limerick 112 9 9 
Longford 31 11 - 
Louth 27 27 27 
Mayo 66 58 - 
Meath 203 38 - 
Monaghan 35 30 - 
North Tipperary 13 - - 
Offaly 79 64 - 
Roscommon 91 1 - 
Sligo 46 15 - 
South Dublin 60 42 - 
South Tipperary 24 - - 
Waterford 65 27 - 
Westmeath 42 29 4 
Wexford 90 74 2 
Wicklow 36 7 - 
Total 4,351 1,900 443 

05/12/2013WRA02950Proposed Legislation

05/12/2013WRA0300021. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to revise the planning legislation on the taking in charge of housing 
developments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51808/13]

05/12/2013WRA03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Any changes to the current legislation on taking in charge, 
as set out in section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, will be further 
considered in the context of the next Planning Bill review, which I expect to undertake in 2014.

05/12/2013WRA03150Local and Community Development Programme Project Funding
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05/12/2013WRA0320022. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the special supports he has put in place to assist urban disadvantaged communities 
overcome the challenges they face; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51863/13]

05/12/2013WRA03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has a range of measures in place to assist disadvantaged urban communi-
ties. The Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) is one of my Department’s 
main social inclusion programmes. The objective of the LCDP is to tackle poverty and so-
cial exclusion through partnership and constructive engagement between Government, and its 
agencies, and people in disadvantaged communities. It is a key tool of Government in providing 
supports for the ‘harder to reach’ in the most disadvantaged areas and communities, both urban 
and rural. 

The current LCDP Programme comes to an end at the end of 2013. The revised Programme 
will see a renewed emphasis on targeting the harder to reach individuals and communities. The 
2014 LCDP allocation is €47.7 million. In allocating resources, I was particularly conscious of 
the need to support funding levels for the LCDP and to make the maximum contribution to job 
creation and economic recovery. The funding provided in 2014 will be invested to increase ac-
cess to formal and informal educational activities and resources, and to increase people’s work 
readiness and employment prospects. For example, some 14,000 people who are distanced from 
the labour market will receive direct one-to-one labour market training and supports through 
the Programme in 2014.

The RAPID (Revitalising Areas by Planning, Investment and Development) programme 
covers urban areas designated as disadvantaged by reference to a range of socio-economic cri-
teria including:   

-  the levels of early school leaving; 

-  the proportion of one parent households; 

-  the unemployment rate; 

-  the proportion of social housing; and 

-  the age dependency rate. 

The programme has made substantial progress in identifying the needs of disadvantaged 
communities and in bringing forward appropriate local projects in response to those needs. 
Enhanced alignment between local government and local development is intended to improve 
the targeting of such local development activity and will provide an opportunity for a stronger, 
collaborative, focus to be put on support for RAPID areas.   

The National Regeneration Programme targets the country’s most disadvantaged commu-
nities, those defined by the most extreme social exclusion, unemployment and anti-social be-
haviour. My Department currently supports an ambitious programme of regeneration projects 
which seek s   to address the causes of disadvantage in these estates through a holistic pro-
gramme of physical, social and economic regeneration. 

The National Regeneration Programme is a priority from a social policy perspective and 
also in terms of the job creation and economic renewal that are delivered as part of any regen-
eration programme. The value placed on the national regeneration programme is explicitly 
recognised in the Programme for Government and it is my objective to ensure that this impor-
tant programme continues to be supported.   
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An allocation of €80 million was made to support the regeneration programmes under the 
National Regeneration Programme in 2013 in the following areas: Limerick City, Ballymun, 
Dublin City, Cork City, Dundalk, Sligo and Tralee.

05/12/2013WRA03350Voluntary Housing Sector

05/12/2013WRA0340023. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the capacity of tier 3 housing associations has been enhanced under his ten-
ure; his plans for the sector; the quantity of housing delivered by tier 3 housing associations in 
each year from 2008 to 2012 and to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51816/13]

05/12/2013WRA03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s Housing Policy Statement of June 
2011 acknowledged the capacity and track record of the voluntary and cooperative housing 
sector and placed approved housing bodies (AHBs) at the heart of its vision for social housing 
provision. In July 2013 we published Building for the Future, a voluntary regulation code and 
an important step towards a statutory regulatory framework.

My Department, together with the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency and the 
Housing Finance Agency, is now working with the sector to develop a set of financial criteria to 
further enhance its capacity to contribute to housing provision. The voluntary regulation code,  
which is available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie, proposes three tiers or or-
ganisational classifications, of which Tier 3 includes the largest organisations, i.e. those bodies 
with more than 300 housing units or with sizable development plans. Under the voluntary code 
AHBs are expected to self-select the tier they believe best fits their organisation, considering 
their current activities. To date, just over 70 AHBs have signed up to the voluntary regulation 
code, of which 5 have been classified as Tier 3.

Prior to the publication of the voluntary regulation code, AHBs were not classified into dis-
crete categories.  As a result my Department does not have a breakdown of the contribution by 
size of AHB to the quantity of housing delivered. However, details of the quantity of housing 
delivered by housing associations in each year from 2008 to 2012 are available on my Depart-
ment’s website.

The 2013 housing statistics have not yet been finalised. Data to date in 2013 indicate that for 
the first three quarters of the year, some 100 units were delivered by AHBs under my Depart-
ment’s Capital Assistance Scheme. In addition, to the end of October 2013, 558 social housing 
units were delivered by the sector under my Department’s Social Housing Leasing Initiative.

05/12/2013WRA03550Housing Assistance Payments Implementation

05/12/2013WRA0360024. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the pilot scheme for the housing assistance payment has commenced; if 
so in which areas; if not, the timeline for the pilot scheme; the dialogue he is having with the 
Department of Social Protection on this issue; if any extra staff will be deployed to local au-
thorities to administer the scheme in the absence of staff being transferred from the Department 
of Social Protection; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51909/13]

05/12/2013WRA03700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In March 2012, the Government approved in principle the 
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transfer of responsibility for recipients of rent supplement with an established housing need 
from the Department of Social Protection (DSP) to local authorities using a new Housing As-
sistance Payment (HAP). On 18 July 2013, the Government approved the introduction of HAP 
and that the DSP would provide for the implementation of the mandatory direct deduction of 
rental contributions from the welfare payments of HAP recipients and local authority tenants. 
My Department and the DSP continue to work closely on the legal, policy and operational is-
sues involved in developing and introducing HAP.

My Department is also working closely with the County and City Managers Association 
(CCMA) in overseeing plans for the implementation of HAP, but more specifically at this stage 
in relation to the test phase, which is planned for 2014, subject to the enactment of the relevant 
legislation. Consideration, where possible, will be given to what aspects of the scheme can 
be progressed under existing mechanisms prior to enactment of the required legislation. The 
CCMA has identified Limerick as the lead authority to drive implementation in the local gov-
ernment sector; the other authorities that have been identified for the test phase are:   

South Dublin County Council   

Louth County Council   

Kilkenny County Council   

Waterford City Council   

Cork County Council 

Monaghan County Council.   

A detailed business process design exercise involving input from all the relevant key stake-
holders has been completed for HAP. This process involved a preliminary examination of the 
organisational structure that will be required for HAP including change management issues that 
may arise and an outline of the main IT considerations which will need to be addressed. In the 
context of that exercise the CCMA, as part of the wider local government reform agenda, is 
considering delivery possibilities including costs and resource requirements.

  Question No. 25 answered orally.

05/12/2013WRA03850Local Authority Housing Provision

05/12/2013WRA0390026. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which contact has been made with the local authorities in the 
eastern region with a view to addressing as a matter of urgency the serious deficiency in avail-
able housing stock to meet the needs of those on the respective local authority housing lists; 
if the exact number of applicants in these local authorities has been accurately determined; if 
cognisance has been taken of the rapid increase in rental costs in the private rental sector with 
consequent hardship on those on the waiting lists; if a particular strategy has been identified to 
deal with the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51879/13]

05/12/2013WRA04000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s housing policy statement, published 
in June 2011, clearly identifies that the priority for Government will be to meet the most acute 
needs of households applying for social housing support. 

I am determined to ensure that the social housing programme optimises the delivery of so-
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cial housing and the return for the resources invested. To achieve this, it is essential that we tai-
lor the use of available Exchequer supports to prevailing conditions and explore the full range 
of solutions to address housing needs.

The financial parameters within which we continue to operate rule out a return to large 
capital funded construction programmes. The Government is committed to responding more 
quickly and on a larger scale to social housing support needs through a variety of mechanisms, 
including through increased provision of social housing. 

In July 2012 I announced details of a three-year funding programme of €100 million to de-
liver some 800 new units of voluntary and local authority owned social housing. This is now to 
be further supplemented by an additional €30m provided in Budget 2014 for capital expenditure 
on social housing. Approximately half of this investment will enable the construction of new 
infill developments in areas with high demand for social housing with the remainder invested in 
bringing long-term vacant units back into productive use. I intend to announce details shortly of 
these two measures with a view to having the investment programme up and running as early as 
possible in 2014. Budget 2014 also introduced a new €10 million fund aimed at resolving un-
finished estates where no development bond exists for carrying out essential public works. An 
additional €10 million was also provided to augment the provision for Private Housing Grants.

In spite of the current challenging circumstances, I expect the final outcome for 2013 to be 
in the region of 5,000 housing units, and it is provisionally estimated that a further 5,000 units 
will be provided for social housing in 2014.

In relation to the increase in rents in the private rental sector, those who experience difficul-
ties meeting the rental costs of accommodation have recourse to rental subsidy schemes should 
their circumstances meet the criteria for such schemes.

05/12/2013WRA04050Voluntary Housing Sector

05/12/2013WRA0410027. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of his Department’s expenditure allocated to approved housing 
bodies through funding to local authorities; the number of social housing units managed by 
approved housing bodies; the managerial arrangements in place in relation to local authority 
housing which is managed by approved housing bodies but owned by the local authorities; and 
if there will be changes to the legislative framework relating to voluntary housing under the 
new Housing Bill. [51809/13]

05/12/2013WRA04200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department’s role in relation to the voluntary hous-
ing capital funding schemes relates primarily to the provision of funds to support the annual 
construction and housing acquisitions programmes by the sector. It is a matter for the relevant 
housing authority to ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of the schemes, and to 
have appropriate oversight and liaison arrangements in place for the effective administration of 
the schemes and for ensuring that the investment in voluntary housing is safeguarded. 

At the end of 2012 a total of 25,371 units of accommodation had been provided by Ap-
proved Housing Bodies (AHB’s) under my Department’s capital funding schemes since the 
inception of the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) in 1984 and the Capital Loan and Subsidy 
Scheme (CLSS) in 1992. Exchequer funding of €1.3 billion was provided under the CAS for 
the provision of some 15,262 units of accommodation for persons with specific categories of 
housing need such as older people, the homeless and persons with a physical, intellectual or 
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mental health disability.

Under the CLSS, mortgage finance was provided to AHB’s by way of loans from the Hous-
ing Finance Agency (HFA) to meet the cost of providing social rented accommodation for 
low-income families. At end 2012, AHB’s had provided some 10,109 units of accommodation 
and loans to the value of around €1.4 billion had been drawn down from the HFA. The CLSS 
was terminated in 2009 and expenditure in respect of projects over the period 2010 to end 2012 
relates to projects at construction or approved to commence construction prior to the decision 
to terminate the scheme.   

In 2011 the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) was introduced to facilitate the se-
curing of finance by AHB’s from sources other than the Exchequer, including from the HFA 
and private lending institutions. The CALF provides a capital equity injection which assists in 
securing such finance. To date over €10 million has been advanced to AHBs using this facility 
which has supported the provision of 158 social housing units. 

In accordance with legislative provisions set out under Section 58 of the Housing Act, 1966, 
local authorities are responsible for the management and maintenance of their social housing 
stock. A number of AHB’s have entered into service level agreements with local authorities for 
the management and maintenance of social housing units which may be either leased or owned 
by the relevant authority. Details of these arrangements and the numbers of properties involved 
are not available in my Department.

With regard to regulating the management and operation of AHBs, my Department has 
developed, in consultation with the AHB sector, a voluntary regulation code as a precursor to 
a statutory regulatory framework for the sector to support its long-term growth.  The voluntary 
regulation code – Building for the Future - was published on 15 July 2013 and it is anticipated 
that the majority of AHBs will engage with the code as it will present an opportunity to influ-
ence the final shape of statutory regulation which, it is intended, will be in place by 2016.

05/12/2013WRA04250Local Government Fund

05/12/2013WRA0430028. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 426 of 19 November 2013, with regard to 
payment of 2014 local property tax receipts into the local government fund, if he has, or intends 
to issue guidelines or regulations to local authorities as to the services the 2014 local govern-
ment fund general purpose grants can be used to fund; if so, if he will provide a list of these 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51920/13]

05/12/2013WRA0440032. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans for funding local authorities in 2014, in view of the news that 
the local property tax money for 2014 will fund Irish Water; if he will confirm that thereafter 
the local property tax will be retained by the local authorities and if the local government fund 
will be reduced by the same amount; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51934/13]

05/12/2013WRA04500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 28 and 32 together.

The local government funding model will change considerably in 2014. Under the Finance 
(Local Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014, the Minister for Finance will pay into the 
Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Local Property Tax paid into the Central 
Fund during that year; this revenue will be allocated to local authorities from the Fund. In ad-
dition, the establishment of Irish Water and its financial relationship with the local government 
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sector will have a considerable impact on local authority financing. The Local Government 
Fund will continue to receive motor tax receipts in 2014.

It should be noted that t he funding to be provided to local authorities for the provision of 
water services in 2014 will be governed by Service Level Agreements between Irish Water and 
individual authorities.

The Government has indicated an intention to move to 80% retention of all Local Property 
Tax receipts within the local authority area where the Tax is raised. The establishment of Irish 
Water presents local government with significant organisational and financial challenges in 
2014. Service provision responsibilities will shift from the local authorities to Irish Water, infra-
structure will be transferred, financing arrangements will alter and local authorities will operate 
on behalf of Irish Water under Service Level Agreements. These changes must be managed. In 
this context, it has been necessary to defer defining a certain proportion of the proceeds of the 
Local Property Tax to be retained in each local authority until 2015. This approach allows maxi-
mum flexibility in allocating Local Property Tax in 2014 in the form of General Purpose Grants, 
with the priority to support those local authorities with weaker funding bases. This decision has 
been taken in the context of Budget 2014. The 2014 Local Government Fund General Purpose 
Grants will be announced shortly. It will be a matter for each local authority to determine how 
best to us e General Purpose Grant revenue in line with local priorities and circumstances; I 
have no plans to issue new guidelines or to make new regulations in that regard.

I expect the Local Property Tax to have multiple benefits, including a more sustainable and 
resilient system of funding for local authorities and therefore a sounder financial footing for 
the provision of essential local services; greater local scope for financial decision-making con-
cerning service provision - in particular, the inclusion of the local variation mechanism from 
2015 will further increase the autonomy of local authorities; and a strengthening of democracy 
at local level with a more active relationship between local authorities and local electorates. A 
stronger democratic relationship and clearer lines of accountability can only have a beneficial 
impact on service provision from the perspective of the service user.

  Question No. 29 answered orally.

05/12/2013WRA04650Philanthropy Initiatives

05/12/2013WRA0470030. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his policy on philanthropy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[50122/13]

05/12/2013WRA04800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government established the Forum on Philanthropy in May 2006 in order to promote 
a culture of philanthropy in Ireland. The Forum initially comprised the Departments of An 
Taoiseach (in the Chair), Finance and Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, as well as five 
private philanthropic organisations.

On 1 May 2011, responsibility for the Forum was transferred to my Department. I broad-
ened its focus to support the development of both philanthropy and fundraising. During 2012, 
the Forum set out ambitious plans to increase philanthropic giving from its current estimated 
level of approximately €500 million per annum to €800 million by 2016. The drivers for this 
increase in giving fall under four overarching themes: a national giving campaign, fiscal and 
infrastructure recommendations, fundraising capacity improvements and a social innovation 
fund.   
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Very significant progress has been made on the implementation of the Forum’s plans. A 
National Giving Campaign, the one percent difference, has been launched – details of the cam-
paign are on the website www.onepercentdifference.ie. The tax treatment of donations to chari-
ties has been simplified and decoupled from business tax incentives, a road map has been set 
out for the implementation of the Charities Act and the setting up of a Charities Regulator and 
the Social Innovation Fund are in the early stages of development. 

My Department continues to support the Forum. Funding of approximately €1.9 million 
over a three-year period is being allocated to Philanthropy Ireland on the basis that it is matched 
with funding from philanthropic sources. This funding is being used to support the Giving 
Campaign and initial set-up costs of the social innovation fund.

A further allocation of approximately €400,000 over a three-year period is also being pro-
vided by my Department to Fundraising Ireland, once again on the basis that it is matched by 
funding from philanthropic sources. This funding will contribute to the professionalisation of 
fundraising within the sector.   

I share the Forum’s view that, even in these difficult times, we have the opportunity to sub-
stantially increase the level of private investment in the philanthropic and fundraising sectors. 
It is not intended to substitute for Government investment, but to supplement it. As well as 
unlocking significant private funding to address fundamental social and economic challenges, 
increased private giving to good causes will also support the Government’s strategy to increase 
employment. 

  Question No. 31 answered orally.

  Question No. 32 answered with Question No. 28.

05/12/2013WRA05050Local and Community Development Programme Planning

05/12/2013WRA0510033. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans for Dublin north inner city under the local government Bill due to 
the fact that there is no partnership in the area; and if he intends to establish a local development 
company for the area.  [51957/13]

05/12/2013WRA05200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Arising from Putting People First – Action Programme for Effective Local Government, 
new governance arrangements will come into effect in relation to local and community de-
velopment programming. Local Community Development Committees will be established in 
each local authority area to have oversight and planning responsibility for local development 
and community related funding on an area basis. The membership of the committees will en-
compass statutory and non-statutory local actors, including elected members and community 
representatives. I see the Local Community Development Committee for the Dublin City Coun-
cil area having a key role in the future co-ordination arrangements of a number of funded pro-
grammes across its area of coverage, including the inner city area.    

Since the cessation of the contract with Dublin Inner City Partnership (DICP) for the de-
livery of the Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP), my Department, in 
conjunction with Pobal, has ensured that LCDP services, for the communities in the inner city 
area, have been maintained in a coordinated manner. 

This has been achieved, through Pobal, by contracting local delivery bodies in the area to 
deliver LCDP services formerly delivered through the DICP. This method of programme de-
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livery will continue for the immediate future. I am committed to ensuring that these valuable 
services are delivered to those who need them most and in the most efficient and effective man-
ner possible.

05/12/2013WRA05250Water Services Provision

05/12/2013WRA0530034. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will set out the priorities in respect of meeting current and future re-
quirements of domestic drinking water with particular reference to storage, treatment and trans-
mission in all regions throughout the country; the extent to which adequate sources have been 
identified and a timetable established to access such sources; the extent to which the domestic 
and industrial sector requirements have been identified in respect of water supplies in the short, 
medium and long term; the degree to which targets can be met in this regard; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51880/13]

05/12/2013WRA05400161. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which precise requirements in respect of domestic drinking 
water supplies or water of a similar quality have been determined in the event of substantial 
economic growth over the next ten years; the plans in hand to meet such requirements in the 
short and medium term; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52395/13]

05/12/2013WRA05500162. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which storage and treatment facilities in respect of domestic 
drinking water are likely to be increased annually over the next ten years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [52396/13]

05/12/2013WRA05600165. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which adequate sources of domestic drinking water have been 
identified for the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52400/13]

05/12/2013WRA05700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 34, 161, 162 and 165 together.

The overall strategy of investment in water services to date has been to ensure that the tim-
ing and scale of investment facilitates economic and other development, achieves compliance 
with statutory requirements and promotes environmental sustainability objectives. The main 
vehicle for achieving these objectives for p ublic domestic water supplies has been the multi-
annual Water Services Investment Programme. The current Programme runs to the end of 2013 
and includes contracts to address deficiencies in the quality of supply, to improve the overall 
capacity of the system and an accelerated programme of mains rehabilitation. The Programme 
also provides for the advancement of a further range of schemes through planning, for progres-
sion to construction in future investment cycles.

In order to create efficiencies, improve service delivery and achieve cost savings in the 
delivery of water services, the Programme for Government provides for the establishment of 
a new State-owned national water authority to take over responsibility for managing and su-
pervising investment in water services infrastructure from 1 January 2014. Irish Water will be 
responsible for the delivery of water services capital infrastructure from 1 January 2014, and 
is currently preparing a Capital Investment Plan for 2014-15. This Plan will include taking ac-
count of the transition of projects that are included in the curren t Water Services Investment 
Programme.
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05/12/2013WRA05750Wind Energy Guidelines

05/12/2013WRA0580035. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has recommended or otherwise pursued with wind industry represen-
tatives on the matter of an index linked bond relating to wind farm developments to ensure 
responsible management, decommissioning, where necessary, and possible restoration of obso-
lescent sites in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45219/13]

05/12/2013WRA05900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to Section 7.19 of my Department’s Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines 2006 on ‘Decommissioning and Reinstatement’. 

Conditions requiring the lodgement of financial bonds have been used in the past to try to 
ensure that decommissioning will take place in a responsible manner. However, the use of long-
term bonds to secure satisfactory reinstatement of the site upon cessation of the project puts an 
unreasonable burden on developers, given the long time span involved in wind energy develop-
ments, and is difficult to enforce. The recycling value of the turbine components, particularly 
copper and steel, should more than adequately cover the financial costs of the decommission-
ing. Accordingly, the use of a long-term bond is not recommended. I do not propose to revisit 
this issue during the current targeted review of the Wind Energy Development Guidelines, 
which is focusing on noise, proximity and shadow flicker.

  Question No. 36 answered orally.

  Question No. 37 answered with Question No. 7.

05/12/2013WRB00200Syrian Conflict

05/12/2013WRB0030038. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
supports the Geneva II conference, to be held in January 2014, which aims to create a settlement 
to the Syrian conflict; and if he believes representatives of the Kurdish community should be 
invited as a separate delegation, rather than being placed with the broad opposition.  [52250/13]

05/12/2013WRB00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I 
warmly welcome the announcement by UN Secretary-General Ban that the Geneva conference 
will be held on 22 January 2014.  While there have been delays in convening the conference, it 
is beyond dispute that it offers the only realistic path at present to devising a workable political 
solution and to ending the conflict and the horrendous suffering of the Syrian people.  Build-
ing on the original Geneva communiqué of 30 June 2012, the aim of the conference is to reach 
agreement on the formation of an inclusive transitional governing body which will replace the 
Assad regime and end the terrible conflict which has ravaged Syria since early 2011.  The Syr-
ian opposition have been requested and are being strongly encouraged by the UN and by UN/
Arab League Special Representative Lahkdar Brahimi to make every effort to field a united 
negotiating team for the Geneva II conference. It will ultimately be for each segment of the op-
position, including the representatives of the Kurdish community within Syria, to decide their 
own position on the conference but I imagine they will wish to give careful consideration to the 
views of UN Secretary General Ban and Joint Special Representative Brahimi as convenors of 
the conference. 

05/12/2013WRB00500Humanitarian Aid
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05/12/2013WRB0060039. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
any Irish aid supplies are being sent to Kurdish regions in Syria; and if his attention has been 
drawn to aid supplies being sent to Syria not reaching Kurdish regions, which they were des-
tined for, due to interference by neighbouring and transit countries. [52251/13]

05/12/2013WRB0070043. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will raise at the next EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting the need for the European Union 
and indeed the international community in general to provide additional and much needed hu-
manitarian assistance for Syria and adjoining areas; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [52416/13]

05/12/2013WRB0075044. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the total assistance provided to date in 2013 by Irish Aid for humanitarian assistance in Syria 
and adjoining areas; if it is proposed to provide further assistance before the end of this year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52417/13]

05/12/2013WRB00800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 39, 43 and 44 together. 

The protracted and tragic crisis in Syria has resulted in unprecedented levels of humanitar-
ian need, requiring a sustained response from the international community. As the number of 
fatalities rises towards 120,000, including 12,  000 children under five, there are now approxi-
mately nine million people who are in need of immediate life-saving support. In addition to 
more than 6.5 million people who are displaced within Syria, there are currently 2.2 million 
Syrians who have fled to neighbouring countries. 

Ireland has been to the fore in the international efforts to help alleviate the suffering of the 
Syrian people and is one of the most generous contributors to the humanitarian response on a 
per capita basis. We have provided more than €14 million in assistance since the crisis began, 
of which almost €11.4 million was provided in 2013. In addition,   Ireland is an important donor 
to the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) which this year has allocated US$82 
million to Syria and neighbouring countries. A second pledging conference for Syria and region 
is due to take place in Kuwait in January 2014 and we are examining the possibility of future 
Irish assistance.

Irish Aid has channelled our humanitarian aid through key UN and NGO partners, as well 
as through the Red Cross/Red Crescent movement. These agencies are selected on the basis 
of their capacity to deliver impartial assistance to large numbers of people, both within Syria 
and to refugees and host communities in neighbouring countries. Our funding to international 
organisations remains un-earmarked so that assistance can be targeted where it is most needed, 
ensuring that it reaches the most vulnerable and marginalised regardless of ethnicity or political 
affiliation. Irish humanitarian aid is being distributed across Syria.  We are in close contact with 
our humanitarian partners in the field and they have not reported any specific issue related to 
the interference of neighbouring countries in the delivery of supplies to Kurdish areas in Syria. 

We have worked closely with our humanitarian partners to ensure that the necessary sys-
tems are in place to monitor and evaluate the use and impact of Ireland’s assistance. We insist 
that our partners fully adhere to the principles of ‘Good Humanitarian Donorship’, promoting 
accountability, efficiency and effectiveness in implementing humanitarian action. 

It is a particularly regrettable feature of this conflict that, while millions of people are in 
urgent need of humanitarian assistance, indiscriminate attacks on civilians and humanitarian 
personnel continue unabated, and armed groups on both sides continue to disregard their obli-
gations under International Humanitarian Law. The Government of Ireland has matched its ma-
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terial humanitarian contribution with concrete support to international efforts to find a sustain-
able political solution to the crisis.  We have called clearly for safe and unimpeded humanitarian 
access. We have called for all parties to the conflict to fully respect international humanitarian 
law and to refrain from the targeting of civilians.

Ireland has been consistent in its efforts at EU level to ensure the necessary attention is 
given by the international community to this crisis. Throughout our EU Presidency in the first 
half of this year, Ireland repeatedly underlined the gravity of the humanitarian situation, includ-
ing in regular discussion at the EU Foreign Affairs Council.  The Council Conclusions on Syria 
issued following the most recent meeting of the Council, last month, condemned the continuing 
widespread and systematic violations of international humanitarian law and human rights in 
Syria, including increasing attacks on religious and ethnic communities.   The Council further 
called for the facilitation by all parties of safe, unhindered and immediate access to populations 
in need of assistance in the entirety of the Syrian territory, including across conflict lines and 
across borders from neighbouring countries. The Conclusions reaffirmed that only a political 
solution that results in a united, inclusive and democratic Syria can end the crisis.

The humanitarian crisis in Syria is likely to be on the agenda for this month’s Development 
Ministers Council and I will be strongly supporting the continuation of the EU’s role as the 
largest donor of humanitarian assistance to the Syrian people.  In view of the immense needs 
in Syria and neighbouring countries hosting Syrian refugees, Ireland will continue to call for 
increased support to the humanitarian relief effort, both within the EU and more broadly inter-
nationally.  

05/12/2013WRB00900Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRB0100040. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his Department’s Annual Report for 2012 has been published yet.  [52273/13]

05/12/2013WRB01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Prepa-
ration of my Department’s Annual Report for 2012 was deferred until the conclusion of Ire-
land’s Presidency of the European Union.   The report has now been prepared and will be 
published shortly on the Department’s website.

05/12/2013WRB01200Human Rights Issues

05/12/2013WRB0130041. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on recent statements by UN Humanitarian Co-ordinator, Mr. James W. Rawley, 
regarding the humanitarian crisis in Gaza; and the actions the Government is taking to support 
the people of Gaza affected by the ongoing humanitarian crisis.  [52349/13]

05/12/2013WRB0140049. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the situation in Gaza; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [52459/13]

05/12/2013WRB01500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 41 and 49 together.

Last October, during my visit to the Occupied Palestinian Territories to see the impact of 
Ireland’s aid programme, I witnessed firsthand the very difficult conditions on the ground in 
Gaza. I saw how the ongoing political turmoil and insecurity in the Middle East is resulting in 
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a further deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Gaza. I share the concerns expressed 
recently by the UN Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. James Rawley. Indeed I had the opportunity 
to discuss these issues with him during my visit. 

While Israeli restrictions have eased marginally in recent times, the overall situation in Gaza 
has worsened in recent months as Egypt has taken action against smuggling into Gaza, in re-
sponse to its own security concerns.  The existing fuel shortfall and shortage of supply of build-
ing materials, accentuated by the closure of tunnels, is affecting the daily lives of residents, their 
electricity supply and water and sewage facilities.

High youth unemployment, low wages and high food prices remain serious concerns. The 
food security situation, however, is the principal cause for alarm. More than 800,000 of the over 
1.2 million Palestine refugees in Gaza receive food assistance from the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA), which is providing basic education, health, relief and social 
services for some 5 million registered Palestinian refugees across the region.

Ireland has responded to the current crisis by providing additional funding of €500,000 
to UNRWA to support the food assistance element of their Gaza Emergency Appeal.  This 
brings Ireland’s total contribution to UNRWA’s appeals for Gaza to €4.64 million since 2006. 
UNRWA’s food assistance provides a lifeline for thousands of refugee families in Gaza and 
helps to prevent a potentially large scale crisis in a context where an estimated 57% of house-
holds are classified as food insecure.

This funding support is in addition to Ireland’s broader programme of assistance to the 
Palestinian people and brings our total funding support to date in 2013 to €8.3 million. This 
includes support to UNRWA’s general fund, the Palestinian Authority, the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and civil society organisations working to promote hu-
man rights and democratisation.

In addition to our humanitarian support, the Government raises the problems facing Gaza 
and its people both directly with Israel and through EU engagement with Israel. This includes 
regular contacts between the Irish Embassy in Tel Aviv and the Israeli authorities, and between 
officials and the Israeli Embassy in Dublin. In addition to my own visit, the Tánaiste travelled 
to Gaza last year to highlight the desperate living conditions being experienced by people as a 
result of the blockade of the territory. Ireland also raised the situation in Gaza in the universal 
review of Israel at the UN Human Rights Council in October. In these contacts, we consistently 
call on Israel to end the restrictions on Gaza, and call on other states to do more to exert pres-
sure in this regard.

Ireland will continue to support actively the search for a lasting and peaceful political solu-
tion to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,  as well as the wider region.  In the meantime we will 
continue to offer the humanitarian support which is essential in addressing the ongoing basic 
needs of the Palestinian people.

05/12/2013WRB01600Syrian Conflict

05/12/2013WRB0170042. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he proposes to raise at the next EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting the ongoing crisis in 
Syria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52415/13]

05/12/2013WRB01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Syrian crisis is due to be discussed at the December Foreign Affairs Council. This will pro-
vide an opportunity for the Council to review recent developments, including the welcome an-
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nouncement that the long-planned Geneva II peace conference is now scheduled to begin on 22 
January. The Council discussion is also likely to focus on EU support for the ongoing destruc-
tion of Syrian chemical weapons overseen by the UN and OPCW as well as addressing the dire 
humanitarian crisis in Syria and neighbouring states.  At last month’s Council, I emphasised the 
importance of more concerted action on the part of the international community to improve hu-
manitarian access within Syria and remove the all too many obstacles which continue to exist to 
the provision of urgent assistance to the millions of Syrians in need within the country. I would 
again plan to raise this topic and support urgent consideration by the UN Security Council of 
a binding resolution on the humanitarian situation, to follow up on the Council’s Presidential 
statement of 2 October on this subject.

  Questions Nos. 43 and 44 answered with Question No. 39.

05/12/2013WRB02500Humanitarian Aid

05/12/2013WRB0260045. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the total assistance provided by Irish Aid to date to assist the relief efforts following Typhoon 
Haiyan; if there are proposals to provide further assistance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [52418/13]

05/12/2013WRB0270046. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he proposes to raise at the next EU Foreign Affairs meeting the urgent need for the Euro-
pean Union and indeed the international community in general to provide much needed further 
humanitarian assistance for the Philippines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52419/13]

05/12/2013WRB02800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 45 and 46 together. 

Typhoon Haiyan, one of the strongest storms ever recorded, hit the Philippines on 8 No-
vember with devastating effect. It is estimated at present that the typhoon affected 14.4 mil-
lion people, with over 3.6 million remaining displaced, including approximately 1.5 million 
children. The full human toll of this disaster remains unclear but over 5,600 deaths have been 
confirmed to date.

Ireland was among the first to respond to this disaster, providing immediate, life-saving as-
sistance.  To date, the Government has provided over €3.6 million in humanitarian assistance, 
making Ireland one of the most generous contributors to the relief effort on a per capita basis.  
Of this assistance, over €2.6million in funding has been provided through our key NGO part-
ners for the provision of emergency food and non-food items; water, sanitation and hygiene; 
emergency health care and protection of vulnerable women and children.  Ireland’s support will 
benefit up to 50,000 households.

To date, Irish Aid has authorised four airlifts of essential relief items, the most recent of 
which arrived in the Philippines on Monday, 2 December. This brings the total amount of es-
sential relief items provided by Ireland to 166 tonnes, valued at €967,000 in total. According to 
the latest figures, Ireland is the second largest contributor of emergency stocks through the UN 
World Food Programme Humanitarian Response Depot system, second only to the World Food 
Programme itself.  We have also deployed five members of the Rapid Response Corps to the 
Philippines to assist UN relief.

An Irish Government’s technical mission arrived in the Philippines on 28 November and 
travelled to the worst affected area, Tacloban City. The purpose of this mission is to prepare a 
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detailed analysis of the longer-term needs of the worst affected regions and to explore ways in 
which Ireland can most effectively contribute to the recovery process.  The team will return to 
Dublin later this week and report to the Tánaiste and me, with recommendations on how Ireland 
can assist the Philippines in the medium to long term.

The international community has so far contributed a total of US $394 million in response to 
this disaster.   Of this, $167 million has been provided to the UN appeal which is at present 48% 
funded. This includes $25 million from the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), 
to which Ireland is an important contributor.

While the situation in the Philippines was not on the formal agenda for November’s EU 
Foreign Affairs Council, the Tánaiste took the opportunity to discuss with his EU colleagues the 
wider EU response to the crisis.  Department officials are in regular contact with the European 
Commission’s Directorate for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO) and, in particu-
lar, the EU Emergency Response Centre. As of the end of November, the EU and its Member 
States had provided over €130 million in support to the relief effort. Just last week, in Brussels, 
I also discussed the EU response with the European Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and 
Civil Protection, Ms. Kristalina Georgieva, who recently returned from the region. 

While the agenda has not yet been finalised, I would expect that I will have the opportunity 
to discuss the evolving situation in the Philippines and the role the EU should play in the recov-
ery process at the Development segment of the Foreign Affairs Council, which I will attend, in 
Brussels, on 12 December. 

05/12/2013WRC00150Foreign Conflicts

05/12/2013WRC0020047. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will raise the escalating crisis in the Central African Republic at the next meeting of the 
Foreign Affairs Council of the European Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52443/13]

05/12/2013WRC0030048. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the activities carried out by Irish Aid in the Central African Republic; if these activities have 
been affected by the current hostilities there; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52444/13]

05/12/2013WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 47 and 48 together.

The Government shares the concern about the deteriorating situation in the Central African 
Republic, in particular the reports of an alarming increase in inter-communal violence and gross 
violations of human rights.  As highlighted by the UN Secretary General in his report to the 
Security Council on 15 November, this conflict has the potential to escalate, with untold conse-
quences for the people of the Central African Republic and of the wider region. 

I am also concerned at the deteriorating humanitarian situation in the country, where with at 
least a quarter of the population is currently in need of humanitarian assistance.   The worsen-
ing security situation is increasingly limiting humanitarian access to vulnerable populations in 
need of assistance.  However, humanitarian organisations with a long-standing presence in the 
country, such as the International Committee of the Red Cross and Médecins sans Frontières, 
continue to secure negotiated access to affected populations in order to provide urgent relief.

Ireland has a clear commitment to addressing the effects of protracted crises, which often do 
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not receive the attention they deserve.  We are long-standing funders of the UN-administered 
Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) for the Central African Republic. For a number of years, 
Ireland and Sweden, have been the two EU Member States to support this Fund, with Ireland 
providing an average annual contribution of over €2 million since 2009. In view of the recent 
deterioration of the situation in the Central African Republic and the related increase in acute 
humanitarian need, we welcome the recent decision by the Netherlands also to contribute to this 
Fund.  This year, we have provided €2 million to the Common Humanitarian Fund, allowing the 
UN and NGOs present in the Central African Republic to undertake life-saving work with the 
most vulnerable communities. 

I welcome the African Union peacekeeping Mission (MISCA), which is in the process of 
deployment in the Central African Republic.  The UN is currently considering how best the 
international community can support the MISCA Mission. 

Ireland is working closely with our European Union partners to monitor and coordinate ef-
forts in response to the unfolding crisis in the Central African Republic, and I look forward to 
addressing the issues involved with my colleagues in the Foreign Affairs Council. 

  Question No. 49 answered with Question No. 41.

05/12/2013WRC00550Tax Credits

05/12/2013WRC0060050. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding the one-parent family tax credit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [52460/13]

05/12/2013WRC00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit (OPFTC) is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit 
from 1 January 2014. The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. 
€1,650, as the existing OPFTC and will also carry the same entitlement to the extended standard 
rate tax band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such that it is available in 
the first instance, to the primary carer of the child. A maximum of one credit will be available 
per single carer/claimant, regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child. This 
is the same condition that applies to the current OPFTC.  There is no specific tax credit for 
children in the tax code and married or cohabiting couples are unable to avail of any additional 
credit to assist them in maintaining their children. This is despite the fact that in certain cases 
such couples may also have to maintain two households due to the location of employment.

Given the difficult fiscal environment it is essential to review all tax reliefs, credits and in-
centives in order to ensure that they are properly targeted and if necessary re-focused in order 
that they can achieve the socio-economic objectives that are set for them.  A system that allows 
multiple claims in respect of the same child, as can happen with the OPFTC, is unsustainable.  

In the first instance, it is the responsibility of the parents to look after a child including 
financially.  The new credit is targeted to assist principal child carers to take up, or remain in 
employment. It should not be considered merely as a supplementary source of income, or an 
alternative to the financial support of a parent. 

Maintenance payments are a matter for parents and if necessary, the courts to decide. It is 
not possible, and indeed would not be appropriate, for the tax code to take account of every 
possible variable.  

The Commission on Taxation acknowledged that the One-Parent Family Tax Credit plays 
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a role in supporting and incentivising the labour market participation of single and widowed 
parents.  However, in its recommendations it concluded that the credit should be retained but 
that it should be allocated to the principal carer only. The restructuring of the credit will achieve 
such an outcome.  

Notwithstanding the above, after listening carefully to the views expressed by my colleagues 
and many Deputies in this matter, I bought forward an amendment to the section at Committee 
Stage of the Finance (No 2) Bill 2013, which will allow the credit to be used by a non-primary 
carer in situations, for example, where the primary carer has no tax liability.

05/12/2013WRC00750Property Taxation Administration

05/12/2013WRC0080051. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance the reason householders who 
choose to pay their local property tax by credit card or debit tax must make their 2014 LPT pay-
ments by 27 November 2013, a full 31 days before the due date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [52256/13]

05/12/2013WRC00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I note that similar questions concerning 
payment of the 2014 Local Property Tax (LPT) liability by credit card or debit card have been 
raised by a number of Deputies and I provided a detailed response in my reply to Questions 
Nos. 202 (46491/13), 214 (46815/13), 215 (46879/13), 216 (46881/13), 229 (46999/13), 232 
(47059/13), 239 (47101/13), 143 (47110/13) and 252 (47136/13) on 5 November 2013 and to 
Question 40 (48645/13) on 14 November.  In accordance with the Finance (Local Property Tax) 
Act 2012 (as amended), the tax for 2014 is payable on or before 1 January 2014.  Consequently, 
there is no requirement on property owners to pay their 2014 LPT before 1 January 2014.  The 
range of payment options provided by the Revenue Commissioners ensures that nobody needs 
pay LPT before that date (except in a case where a property is changing hands) and also provide 
the flexibility for a property owner to select a payment option that best suits their particular 
circumstances.

I understand that the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners dealt with this issue compre-
hensively when she attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure 
and Reform on 7 November 2013.  The Chairman informed the Committee that in order to 
provide for a delayed payment of LPT by way of credit/debit card, Revenue would be required 
to retain taxpayer’s credit/debit card data.  The Commissioners would be very concerned about 
retaining such data from a data protection perspective, as it is not best practice, and other issues, 
including costs, also arise.  Recent well-publicised data breaches arising from the retention of 
such data underline those concerns.  The Chairman agreed that the Commissioners would re-
view the payment patterns for 2014 to establish the proportion of owners who choose to pay the 
tax by credit/debit card and that they would also carefully review the issues around retaining 
debit/credit card data and its potential impact on systems, costs, security and data protection.  

The Deputy should also be aware that for those with a debit card, payment by way of single 
debit authority is a simple, safe, secure alternative, which also provides property owners with 
an extended payment date of 21 March 2014.

05/12/2013WRC00950NAMA Expenditure

05/12/2013WRC0100052. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 194 of 26 November 2013, if the figures he provided included payments to the named 
firms by companies to which the National Asset Management Agency has had receivers ap-
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pointed; and if not, if he will provide a separate table of such payments for 2010, 2011, and 
2012.  [52259/13]

05/12/2013WRC01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The figures provided do not include 
payments to firms by companies to which NAMA has appointed receivers.  Such fees are ac-
counted for by the individual receivers as they are discharged out of asset realisations as part of 
the overall costs of a receivership and are not paid directly by NAMA.

05/12/2013WRC01150State Banking Sector

05/12/2013WRC0120053. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of contracts to man-
age mortgage and other loan books that have been awarded to a company (details supplied) by 
State-owned banks since 2009.  [52260/13]

05/12/2013WRC01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have received the following informa-
tion from the State owned banks.

 AIB

I have been informed that due to the substantial increase in the number of customers in 
financial difficulty, AIB works with the company who predominantly provide customer case 
management and assessment services to AIB’s Mortgage Arrears Support Unit. The company 
operates within AIB’s Mortgage Arrears Resolution Strategy framework and Standards for cus-
tomer engagement. For commercial reasons AIB does not disclose details in relation to external 
service providers.

PTSB

I understand that the PTSB Group has one ‘outsourcing’ contract in place with the company, 
which covers the third party servicing of our non-core Commercial Mortgage portfolio, under 
supervision by management at PTSB.

05/12/2013WRC01350Consultancy Contracts Data

05/12/2013WRC0140054. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the private firms that have 
provided advice-consultancy services gratis for his Department in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 
to date in 2013, or any years where practicable; and if any such firms received payment in the 
aftermath of the advice given.  [52261/13]

05/12/2013WRC01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In line with the Department’s revised 
Statement of Strategy, my Department is committed to engaging in open dialogue with all its 
stakeholders.  This would include private professional firms.  In the course of these meetings, 
advice, views and counsel may be proffered.  Such advise is not paid for.   The following table 
sets out the information sought by the Deputy.

Firm/Company Year of gratis work Subsequent contracts 
awarded*

William Fry solicitors 2013 Nil
IFIA (Irish Funds Industry Association) 2013 Nil
ISE (Irish Stock Exchange) 2013 Nil
AIB (Allied Irish Bank) 2013 Nil
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Firm/Company Year of gratis work Subsequent contracts 
awarded*

Technical Guidance Ltd 2013 Nil
Mazars 2013 Nil
KPMG 2012 Nil
Deloitte 2012 Yes**
RBS (Royal Bank of Scotland) 2012 Nil
PWC 2012 Yes***
McCann Fitzgerald 2011 Nil
Arthur Cox 2011 Nil
*For clarity, we refer to new contracts awarded during or after the provision of the advice 

or consultancy. We have not included details of payments made in respect of contracts entered 
into prior to the provision of the advice or consultancy.

**Deloitte co-sponsored   the development of an EU Presidency Mobile Application during 
Ireland’s hosting of the EU Presidency in 2013.

***Represents a secondment arrangement which was independent of the ex-gratis arrange-
ment.

05/12/2013WRC01550EU-IMF Programme of Support

05/12/2013WRC0160055. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has received a question-
naire from the European Parliament’s economic and monetary affairs committee regarding the 
role of the troika in Ireland; when he will reply; if he will make his reply public; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [52284/13]

05/12/2013WRC0170056. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he intends passing on a ques-
tionnaire from the European Parliament’s economic and monetary affairs committee regarding 
the role of the troika in Ireland to representatives of the previous Government who may be bet-
ter placed to answer it; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52285/13]

05/12/2013WRC01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 55 and 
56 together.  

The European Parliament’s (EP) Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs has decid-
ed to draft an own initiative report evaluating the structure, the role and operation of the Troika 
actions in euro area programme countries. Ireland’s experience as a programme country will 
be included in this report along with the other programme countries.  In this context, the Chair 
of the Committee has written to me seeking the Government’s views on the matter by way of 
a questionnaire. I intend replying to the questionnaire in the coming weeks and my intention 
would be to make it public at the appropriate time. The letter, and the accompanying question-
naire were addressed to me as Minister for Finance, and I propose to reply on that basis. I do 
not propose to refer the questionnaire to any other party.

Property Taxation Collection

05/12/2013WRD0020057. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a 
deduction for local property tax in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52288/13]

05/12/2013WRD00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that “deduc-
tion at source” of Local Property Tax (LPT) from payments made by the Department of Social 
Protection was implemented for all individuals who selected that payment option with effect 
from 1 July 2013.  In the case raised by the Deputy, Revenue has confirmed to me that while 
the person in question filed her return for 2013, she did not specify any payment option.  As a 
consequence, Revenue was not aware of her preference and could not request the Department 
of Social Protection to commence deduction at source from her pension. 

The Deputy will be aware that LPT is a self-assessed tax and the onus is on the person to 
ensure all statutory deadlines are met in regard to both filing and payment obligations.  Failure 
to do so leaves the person liable to interest and/or penalty charges.

However, in this case Revenue is satisfied that the non-payment of the 2013 liability was 
due to innocent error and no additional costs will be levied.  Revenue has also acknowledged 
that the person has met her obligations in respect of 2014 and has opted for deduction at source 
in this instance, which Revenue will instruct the Department of Social Protection to commence 
in January 2014.

Finally, Revenue has confirmed to me that given the circumstances of the case, a member of 
the LPT team will make direct contact with the person in the coming days to discuss her 2013 
liability.  The official will advise the person in regard to the available payment options and will 
assist the person in whatever way may be required. 

Carbon Tax Implementation

05/12/2013WRD0040058. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider hold-
ing a full evaluation of the benefits and drawbacks of implementing the next phase of the carbon 
tax in 2014; if he will consider a deferral of the next phase of implementation until a thorough 
examination of the implications and scope of the next phase of implementation has taken place. 
[52296/13]

05/12/2013WRD00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The application of the carbon tax to sol-
id fuels has remained subject to a Ministerial commencement order since 2010.  This approach 
was primarily adopted to delay the application of the carbon tax to solid fuel in the residential 
sector to allow for the development of a robust mechanism to counter the large scale sourcing 
of coal from Northern Ireland where lower sulphur standards apply.  Such a mechanism is in 
place since June 2011.  The application of the carbon tax to solid fuels was further postponed 
in 2012 given the overall tax increases in Budget 2012 including in the standard rate of VAT.

The introduction of Carbon Tax was about sending a price signal that there is a cost associ-
ated with the consumption of fossil fuels to the detriment of the environment.  It should also be 
noted that solid fuels have the highest carbon content of all fossil fuels.  As a result they are con-
sidered the dirtiest fuels and given the environmental impact it is important that they are taxed.

The carbon tax was applied to solid fuels on a phased basis in Budget 2013 but its imple-
mentation was delayed until after the last winter period i.e. from 1 May 2013 at a rate of €10 
per tonne with a further €10 per tonne to be applied from 1 May 2014 to bring the rate of carbon 
tax in line with that of all other fuels.

While tax increases are unpopular, where Member States are under fiscal pressure, it makes 
senses to increase taxes in areas where some benefits can arise, in this instance a carbon tax 
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promotes energy efficiency, reduces emissions and reduces our dependence on imported fossil 
fuels.

The application of the carbon tax to solid fuels i.e. coal and commercial peat (mainly peat 
briquettes and some turf), from 1 May 2013 has meant an increase in price of €1.20 in the case 
of coal (40kg bag) and 26 cents in the case of a bale of briquettes, based on current prices.  This 
represents an 8.2% and 6.7% percentage increase in the price of coal and peat briquettes respec-
tively.  This relatively high percentage increase is due in part to those products having little or 
no excise applied to them prior to the carbon tax.  It should also be noted that solid fuels have 
the highest carbon content of all fossil fuels and therefore attract a higher carbon tax. 

Accordingly I do not intend to defer the further increase of €10 per tonne of CO2 emissions 
from 1 May 2014.

Banking Sector

05/12/2013WRD0060059. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he is concerned regarding 
recent reports on Ulster Bank; if he will have an investigation conducted regarding a matter 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52331/13]

05/12/2013WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware of the content of the report 
to which the Deputy refers.  My officials met with Ulster Bank officials last week after the 
publication of the report and were assured that the allegations raised were not happening in 
Ireland.  There is no reference to Ireland in the report.  I understand that RBS has appointed 
Clifford Chance to independently review the treatment of distressed customers by the Global 
Restructuring Group and report in the New Year.   I also understand that the findings will be 
applied across the RBS Group.

I would have to say that the allegations are serious and I would be extremely concerned if 
similar actions were taken by Ulster Bank here.  I am aware of media reports that Mr. Tomlin-
son will be visiting Ireland in the New Year to meet business people who allege that they were 
the victims of improper forced defaults by Ulster Bank.  I look forward to the outcome of that 
meeting. 

05/12/2013WRD00750Central Bank of Ireland Staff

05/12/2013WRD0080060. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if exit interviews are con-
ducted in view of the recent departure of some senior management from the Central Bank; the 
measures he is taking to address this problem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52334/13]

05/12/2013WRD00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I have no role 
in the employment or departure of staff in the Central Bank.  Under the Central Bank Act, 1942, 
the Central Bank Commission is responsible for administrating the staff of the Central Bank 
with a view to enabling the Central Bank to perform and exercise its functions and powers.    

The Central Bank has developed a Human Resources Strategy which is being implemented 
and continuously aligned to the overall strategic direction of the Central Bank.  The strategy 
seeks to enhance the organisation’s capability through a range of measures, including:

- Knowledge management
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- Succession planning

- Coaching and mentoring

- Talent management

I have been informed by the Central Bank that it regularly conducts exit interviews at all 
levels to identify any underlying issues and trends.  

Property Taxation Administration

05/12/2013WRD0100061. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 106 of 12 November 2013, if he intends to make property tax paid in respect of a rented 
property deductible for income tax or corporation tax purposes. [52337/13]

05/12/2013WRD01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As advised in my reply to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 106 of 12 November 2013, the inter-departmental group, chaired by Dr. Don 
Thornhill, set up to consider the design of a property tax (the “Thornhill Group”) recommended 
that the Local Property Tax paid in respect of a rented property should be deductible for income 
tax or corporation tax purposes, in a similar manner to commercial rates.    

The group recognised the considerable pressures on the public finances and the need to 
bridge the gap between expenditure and revenue, and, for this reason, suggested that consid-
eration be given to phasing in deductibility over a period of years.  The group also considered 
that it was for Government, having regard to the prevailing budgetary situation, to decide on the 
time span for phasing-in deductibility and on what percentage of LPT to allow as a deduction 
from gross rents for tax purposes. 

The Government accepted the recommendation of the Thornhill Group in principle, but has 
not considered the manner or the timing in which this will happen.

IBRC Loans

05/12/2013WRD0120062. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has approved the con-
tinuation of an existing contract or the signing of a new contract with the Russian asset recovery 
company A1 with regard to the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation loans to the Quinn family 
assets in Russia-Ukraine.  [52338/13]

05/12/2013WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Special 
Liquidators that the Joint Venture Agreement (the “Agreement”) between A1 and Irish Bank 
Resolution Corporation Limited prior to the appointment of the Special Liquidators remains in 
place.  However, the Special Liquidators can confirm that there have been a few minor amend-
ments to the Agreement with regards the receipt of sales proceeds from asset sales but the High 
Court has been kept fully abreast of these amendments.

The Special Liquidators under the IBRC Act are fully responsible for the valuation and sales 
of IBRC assets including loans related to Quinn assets in Russia and the Ukraine.  Decisions 
concerning the liquidation process including the continuation of the agreement with A1 do not 
require my formal approval under the IBRC Act.  However I have been informed of the con-
tinuation of the existing contract and have been updated on the progress which has been made 
to date. 
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Mortgage Interest Relief Application

05/12/2013WRD0140063. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered introduc-
ing mortgage interest relief temporarily for those on higher rate mortgages for example those 
on non-tracker mortgages paying above 1.5%, as an interim measure until the economy returns 
to higher growth levels. [52339/13]

05/12/2013WRD01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that in Finance Act 2010, 
mortgage interest relief was extended up to end of 2017 for those whose entitlement to relief 
was due to end in 2010 or after.  Therefore, tax relief will continue to be available in respect of 
interest paid by an individual on qualifying home loans taken out on or after 1 January 2004 and 
on or before 31 December 2012, regardless of whether they are considered first-time buyers or 
non-first-time buyers.      

As the Deputy will be aware, this Government is committed to helping address the par-
ticular problems faced by those that bought homes at the height of the property boom between 
2004 and 2008.  In this regard, in Budget 2012, I fulfilled the commitment in the Programme 
for Government to increase the rate of mortgage interest relief to 30 per cent for first time buy-
ers who took out their first mortgage in that period.  This was the period during which house 
prices peaked.

A mortgage holder will qualify for the increased rate if they made their first mortgage inter-
est payment in the period 2004 to 2008 or if they drew down their mortgage in that period.  In 
addition, the increased rate of tax relief for first time buyers who took out their first mortgage 
in that period will continue up to and including the 2017 tax year. 

A qualifying loan for mortgage interest relief is one which without having been used for any 
other purpose, is or are used in the purchase, repair, development or improvement of a claim-
ant’s principal private residence.  

I have no plans to increase or widen the scope of relief.  As you will appreciate, I receive nu-
merous requests for the introduction of new tax reliefs and the extension of existing ones.  You 
will also appreciate that I must be mindful of the public finances and the many demands on the 
Exchequer given the significant budgetary constraints.  Tax reliefs, no matter how worthwhile 
in themselves, reduce the tax base and make general reform of the tax system that much more 
difficult.

Mortgage Interest Rates

05/12/2013WRD0160064. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if it his intention to advise 
Irish banks against any increase in interest rates in view of continuing reductions by the Euro-
pean Central Bank.  [52340/13]

05/12/2013WRD01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I, as Minister for Finance, have no statu-
tory role in relation to the mortgage interest rates charged by regulated financial institutions.  It 
is a commercial matter for the banks concerned.  

The Central Bank has responsibility for the regulation and supervision of financial institu-
tions in terms of consumer protection and prudential requirements and for ensuring ongoing 
compliance with applicable statutory obligations.  The Central Bank has, however, no statu-
tory role in the setting of interest rates by financial institutions, apart from the interest rate cap 
imposed on the credit union sector in accordance with the provisions of the Credit Union Act, 
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1997. 

The mortgage interest rates that financial institutions operating in Ireland charge to custom-
ers are determined as a result of a commercial decision by the institutions concerned.  This 
interest rate is determined taking into account a broad range of factors, including European 
Central Bank base rates, deposit rates, market funding costs, the competitive environment and 
an institution’s overall funding. 

05/12/2013WRE00150Property Taxation Administration

05/12/2013WRE0020065. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will arrange for the 
Revenue Commissioners records to be amended in relation local property tax liability for 2013 
in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Cork.  [52359/13]

05/12/2013WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that Section 
156 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that, where arrears 
of Household Charge in respect of 2012 were outstanding at 1 July 2012, the amount was in-
creased to €200 and reclassified as arrears of Local Property Tax (LPT). On the specific case 
to which the Deputy refers, Revenue has confirmed that the LPT Returns and payments due 
for 2013 and 2014 have been filed and are correctly reflected on the LPT Register.  However, 
Revenue has not received confirmation of payment of the Household Charge in respect of the 
property in question from the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA).  Revenue in-
forms me that while the process of importing Household Charge data from the LGMA computer 
system to Revenue’s IT systems is well advanced there are still a number of records to be cross 
referenced and linked. 

Revenue has informed me that it will make direct contact with the persons in question to as-
sure them that they are fully compliant with their LPT obligations in respect of 2013 and 2014 
and secondly to confirm the status of their Household Charge liabilities in respect of 2012.

05/12/2013WRE00350NAMA Social Housing Provision

05/12/2013WRE0040066. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the number of properties 
the National Asset Management Agency has offered to homeless charities; if he will set out the 
status of these properties and the reason some were refused; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [52362/13]

05/12/2013WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA has made 4,369 properties 
available, through its debtors and receivers, for social housing.  Under a formal process agreed 
with the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government and the Minister for 
Housing and Planning, NAMA has provided a list of these houses and apartments to the Hous-
ing Agency, which, in turn, has engaged with local authorities to ascertain demand.  Where de-
mand has been confirmed, the Housing Agency invites expressions of interest from the relevant 
local authority and approved housing bodies, including homeless charities, for the purchase 
or lease of the properties.  Once demand is confirmed and the contract for purchase or lease is 
entered into through this process, NAMA makes the properties available as soon as is possible.  

05/12/2013WRE00550Banking Sector Remuneration

05/12/2013WRE0060067. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reduce the top-
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ups paid to senior bank executives who have breached Government pay policy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [52366/13]

05/12/2013WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The perception that senior bank execu-
tives are receiving top-ups in pay is an erroneous one. The payment of performance bonuses to 
employees at the covered institutions is prohibited except in certain circumstances such as on 
foot of a court order. The Review of Remuneration Practices and Frameworks at the covered 
institutions for the period 2008 to 2012 revealed that no pay increases have been provided to 
the generality of the employees and bonuses are no longer payable at the covered institutions. 
The Review can be found at   http://www.finance.gov.ie/documents/publications/reports/2013/
mercerreportfin.pdf

In 2009, the then Government decided to impose a base salary cap of €500,000. Present 
Government policy on remuneration - which goes beyond previous policy - dictates that no 
employee at any of the covered institutions (unless specifically approved) may receive annual 
remuneration (excluding pension contributions) of more than €500,000.

It should also be noted, that employees of the banks are not public sector employees, there-
fore, the Government pay policy does not affect their individual employment contracts.

05/12/2013WRE00750Credit Unions Regulation

05/12/2013WRE0080068. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his views that any restric-
tions applied to credit unions by the Central Bank to lend will lead directly to the increase in 
moneylenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52368/13]

05/12/2013WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The statutory role of the Registrar of 
Credit Unions is the protection of members’ savings and the maintenance of financial stability 
and well-being of credit unions generally.     All credit unions are required to ensure that they 
apply scrutiny to all new loan applications and that all applications are fully assessed to deter-
mine the borrower’s ability to repay. Credit unions are also required to ensure that they put in 
place clear limits on the total funds available for granting loans, bearing in mind the need to 
ensure that they maintain adequate levels of liquidity to support their operations.  

In order to protect the members’ savings, it has been necessary to put lending restrictions 
in place in credit unions where there are regulatory concerns about the operation of individual 
credit unions and the resultant risk to members’ savings. The number of lending restrictions in 
place is a reflection of the Registrar’s concerns about lending practices in the sector.

The individual credit union lending restrictions currently in place are reviewed on a regular 
basis to determine whether they are still set at appropriate levels.

All moneylenders are required to be licensed by the Central Bank, and this category of fi-
nancial service provider includes:

- home collection firms where repayments are collected at the customer’s home;

- remote firms where payment is made directly to the firm e.g. by direct debit;

- retail firms involved in the provision of goods on credit with repayments being made by a 
variety of methods e.g. cash, direct debit; and

- other firms who operate on the basis of running accounts e.g. catalogue companies. 
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The Central Bank recently published a Report on the Licensed Moneylending Industry 
which is available on its website.  The research was undertaken to inform the regulatory ap-
proach to the licensed moneylending industry in Ireland and to see how the firms are treat-
ing their customers.  The Report states that there are 43 licensed moneylenders in operation 
and outstanding loan amounts are in the region of €200 million; in contrast, outstanding loan 
amounts in the credit union sector stand at some €4.6bn.

A key finding of the report is that the overriding catalyst for borrowing from moneylenders 
is convenience and ease of availability and that there is a willingness by these customers to pay 
a premium for what they perceive to be convenience and access to credit.  When asked why they 
used moneylenders, only 5% of customers responded that it was because they had been refused 
credit elsewhere, notwithstanding the fact that 77% of respondents report being refused credit 
elsewhere in the past.  The existence of lending restrictions at credit unions does not emerge as 
a factor in customers using licensed moneylenders. 

Where the Central Bank becomes aware of a case of suspected illegal moneylending, it will 
refer the matter to An Garda Síochána. 

05/12/2013WRE00950National Debt

05/12/2013WRE0100069. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular 
form his Department’s prediction for the national debt figures, interest payments, economic 
growth figures and unemployment rates and number for 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [52371/13]

05/12/2013WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The most recent forecasts were made as 
part of Budget 2014 and are shown in the following table.

 Budget 2014 forecasts

- 2013 2014 2015 2016
National Debt (€ billion) 173.8 183.6 189.8 193.0
Interest on National Debt (€ billion) 7.2 8.2 8.8 9.1
% change in Real GDP 0.2 2.0 2.3 2.8
Unemployment rate % 13.5 12.4 11.8 11.4
Source: Department of Finance & NTMA

The Deputy should bear in mind the distinction between National Debt and General Gov-
ernment Debt (GGD).  National Debt is the net debt incurred by the Exchequer after taking 
account of cash balances and other financial assets and is reflected in the table above.  GGD on 
the other hand is a measure of the total gross consolidated debt of the State and is the measure 
used for comparative purposes across the European Union. It is reported on a gross basis and, 
unlike National Debt, it does not net off cash balances and other financial assets.

05/12/2013WRE01150Property Taxation Administration

05/12/2013WRE0120070. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a response 
to the issues raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding the local property tax. 
[52410/13]

05/12/2013WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In accordance with the Finance (Local 
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Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended), liability for Local Property Tax (LPT) will arise where 
a person owns a residential property on the liability date, which was 1 May 2013 for 2013 and 
for subsequent years, 1 November in the preceding year.  For the year 2014, the liability date 
is 1 November 2013 and the tax is payable on or before 1 January 2014.  Where a liable person 
sells their residential property between 2 November 2013 and 31 December 2013, provided that 
they owned the property on 1 November 2013, they will be liable to pay LPT on that property 
for 2014.  

These dates have been in the public domain since December 2012 when the legislation 
was passed and 1 November liability date has been the subject of several occasions previous 
Parliamentary Questions, including my reply to Question No. 110 on 27 March this year.  I 
also informed the House in my replies to Questions Nos. 221 (49518/13) and 223 (49556/13) 
on 19 November 2013 that having a liability date before the year commences is preferable as 
there is certainty about who the liable person is for the coming year, that person has a reason-
able amount of time to make the necessary provisions and they have access to the widest pos-
sible range of options for paying the tax.  In particular, the liable person can put the required 
arrangements in place to ensure that phased payments by way of direct debit or deduction at 
source from employment, occupational pension or from certain Government payments would 
commence from January 2014 and would spread payment of the full LPT liability evenly over 
the course of 2014.

For a tax such as LPT to function properly, legislation must specify a liability date for the 
tax to have application for a particular year. Whatever date is prescribed, the question of liabil-
ity when there is a change of ownership has to be managed, and I would expect that the LPT 
liability involved is likely to be factored in during negotiations between the parties on the sale 
price and the closing date of a particular contract.  

As there are a number of LPT issues to be considered when buying or selling a house, I am 
advised that detailed guidance on LPT issues arising in the context of the sale or transfer of a 
residential property was prepared by the Revenue Commissioners in consultation with the Law 
Society and is available since last August on the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/
tax/lpt/sale-transfer-property.html and on the Law Society’s website.

The liability date for 2014 of 1 November 2013 is settled, has been approved by the Oireach-
tas in passing the LPT legislation and I have no plans to change the law in question.  Since the 
2014 liability date of 1 November 2013 is provided for in the legislation, any owner selling their 
residential property between 2 November and 31 December 2013 cannot therefore appeal their 
liability for LPT on the property for 2014. 

05/12/2013WRE01350Property Taxation Administration

05/12/2013WRE0140071. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 9 received a local property tax letter addressed to their deceased spouse for 
a property their spouse did not own; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52413/13]

05/12/2013WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a key as-
pect of the work it has undertaken in connection with the administration of Local Property Tax 
(LPT) has been the development of a register of residential properties in the State. The process 
involved consolidating data for approximately two million records, some of which were dif-
ficult to match because of variations in addresses and names and reference numbers held by 
different agencies.  In a small number of cases, individuals and properties were referenced and 
matched incorrectly.   In regard to the specific case mentioned by the Deputy, the correct owner 
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of the ‘second’ property paid the 2013 LPT liability but did so without filing the LPT 1 Return.

Unfortunately the PPS number quoted by the property owner when making the payment was 
similar to the number previously used by the deceased spouse of the person in question. For that 
reason Revenue inadvertently associated the payment and property with the deceased spouse. 

Revenue has assured me that it has now corrected the details in respect of both properties on 
the Property Register. Revenue would also like to apologise to the person in question for any 
stress or upset caused.

05/12/2013WRE01550Property Taxation Administration

05/12/2013WRE0160072. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the reason payment for a per-
son’s 2013 local property tax liability (details supplied) in Dublin 11 was only taken for this 
person’s primary home; if the Revenue Commissioners will arrange to have the remainder of 
this person’s 2013 liability withdrawn; if this person will now owe any penalty fees; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [52414/13]

05/12/2013WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that owners of 
more than one property are obliged to meet their Local Property Tax (LPT) filing and payment 
obligations via Revenue’s online system.  Revenue has also advised me that all multiple prop-
erty owners were issued with a single LPT 1 Return for 2013 in respect of all properties linked 
to them.  Access to the various linked properties ‘covered’ by the Return is possible through 
the Property ID and PIN numbers which were provided as part of the LPT Return.    In the case 
raised by the Deputy, Revenue has informed me that the person filed his 2013 return in respect 
of one property and paid the liability on that property via Single Debit Authority.  The payment 
was subsequently deducted from his bank account by Revenue on 1 July 2013 in line with his 
instruction. 

However, the person neglected to either file or pay in respect of his second property at that 
time, but subsequently met his obligations in November 2013 on foot of a reminder letter from 
Revenue.  The person has also met his obligations for 2014 in respect of both properties and is 
fully compliant at this point. 

Revenue has confirmed to me that because the person is now fully compliant with his LPT 
obligations in respect of both properties for 2013 and 2014 it does not intend to levy any penal-
ties against him in respect of the late filing and payment of the second property for 2013. 

05/12/2013WRE01750Mortgage Interest Relief Eligibility

05/12/2013WRE0180073. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commission-
ers has changed the basis on which it pays mortgage interest relief from one paid on interest 
payable by the customer to one based on interest paid; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [52420/13]

05/12/2013WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Statutory position in relation to 
mortgage interest relief entitlement is that individuals can avail of the relief in respect of quali-
fying interest paid in a tax year, as provided for in Section 244 of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997.  Since the introduction of Tax Relief at Source (TRS) in respect of mortgage inter-
est payments in 2002, ‘interest charged’ and ‘interest paid’ figures generally reconciled in the 
vast majority of cases over any 12 month period.  In such circumstances, Revenue agreed with 
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lenders to allow the relief on the basis of both ‘interest charged’ and ‘interest paid’ for ease of 
administration. A key part of the agreement required the lenders to inform Revenue of the ex-
ceptional cases where cumulative arrears had built up over an 18 month period. All such cases 
were reviewed on a case by case basis and the relief was withdrawn where appropriate. The 18 
month ‘review period’ was reduced to 6 months in September 2012 in response to the increas-
ing numbers of mortgage arrears cases. 

As the number of arrears cases being reported by the lenders continued to increase, Revenue 
further reviewed the practice of allowing the relief on both ‘interest charged’ and ‘interest paid’ 
and on the basis of the review, has instructed all lenders to only allow TRS in line with the re-
quirements of the legislation with effect from 1 January 2014, i.e. interest paid by the borrower. 

The new arrangements will have no impact for borrowers who pay the correct mortgage 
amount on time, in accordance with the terms of their loan. In instances where borrowers do 
not make payments or pay less than the amount of interest due, then the TRS amount will be 
reduced to reflect the actual amount paid. 

05/12/2013WRF00150NAMA Operations

05/12/2013WRF0020074. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he expects the National 
Asset Management Agency to voluntarily agree with the code of conduct on mortgage arrears 
in the event that it takes on the residential mortgage loan book of Irish Bank Resolution Corpo-
ration; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52421/13]

05/12/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the event that NAMA ultimately ac-
quires this portfolio, the NAMA Board will determine its strategy at that stage and, in doing so, 
will be mindful of its legal obligations and of general market norms.    I am advised that NAMA 
is likely to apply best practice in this regard and will seek to ensure that a borrower’s legal posi-
tion does not deteriorate by virtue of NAMA acquisition of the loan or loans concerned.

05/12/2013WRF00350Cycle to Work Scheme Data

05/12/2013WRF0040075. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out in tabular 
form the number of participants who received tax relief and the annual cost under the cycle to 
work scheme in each year from 2007 to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [52422/13]

05/12/2013WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The cycle to work scheme came into 
operation on 1 January 2009. With a view to keeping the scheme simple and reducing adminis-
tration on the part of employers, there is no notification procedure for employers involved. Ac-
cordingly, the Revenue Commissioners do not have statistics on the uptake of the scheme. The 
scheme operates on a self-administration basis, and relief is automatically available provided 
the employer is satisfied that the conditions of their particular scheme meet the requirements 
of the legislation.  The purchase of bicycles and associated safety equipment by employers for 
employees or directors is subject to the normal Revenue audit procedure with the normal ob-
ligations on employers to maintain records (e.g. delivery dockets, invoices, payments details, 
etc.). The employer is also obliged to keep all salary sacrifice agreements entered into between 
the employer and employees/directors, together with all signed statements from employees/
directors regarding use of the bicycles and safety equipment.

It was estimated at the time of the introduction of the scheme that approximately 7,000 em-
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ployees would avail of it over the first five-year period of its operation at a cost of €0.4 million 
in a full year. However anecdotal evidence would suggest that the scheme has been consider-
ably more successful than this. The exemption may apply only once in any five year period in 
respect of any employee.

05/12/2013WRF00550IBRC Mortgage Loan Book

05/12/2013WRF0060076. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of Irish Bank 
Resolution Corporation residential mortgages in arrears of less than 90 days, of 90 to 180 days, 
of 180 to 360 days, or 360 to 720 days and of greater than 720 days; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [52423/13]

05/12/2013WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised that the Special 
Liquidators propose to not provide this information as they consider it to be commercially sen-
sitive financial information which could potentially have a detrimental impact on asset recovery 
from the impending sale process. Comprehensive disclosures on the residential mortgage book 
of IBRC (in Special Liquidation) were contained in the Interim Report for the six months end-
ing June 2012 which can be found here; http://www.ibrc.ie/About_us/Financial_information/
Latest_interim_report/Interim_Report_2012.pdf.

05/12/2013WRF00750Banks Recapitalisation

05/12/2013WRF0080077. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out in tabular 
form the capital investments made by the State to Bank of Ireland in each year since 2009; the 
repayments of capital made to date in respect of these investment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [52424/13]

05/12/2013WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Following my announcement yesterday 
of the successful sale of the Bank of Ireland Preference shares, please see below the table set-
ting out the up to date net position.

Net Notional Cash Position of the State from Investment in and support provided to 
BOI.

€m Notes 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total
Cash paid by State
Preference Shares (a) -3,500 -3,500
Ordinary Shares 
(net)

(b) -261 -261

Contingent 
Capital

(c) -1,000 -1,000

Sub Total -3,500 -1,261 -4,761
Cash received by 
State 
Warrants 
purchased

(d) 491 491

Recapitalisation 
fees

30 52 65 147
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€m Notes 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total
2009 Preference 
Shares Coupons & 
Redemption

(e) (f) 215 188 2,238 2,641

2011 Continent 
Capital Instru-
ment Coupons & 
Redemption

 (e) 100 1,056 1,156

Net Cash Position 
excluding CIFS/
ELG

-3,470 543 -981 288 3,294 -326

Eligible Guarantee 
Fees CIFS & ELG 

(g) 32 139 343 449 328 176 1,467

Total 32 -3,331 886 -532 616 3470 1,141

Notes:

(a) €3500 million Preference Shares invested in March 2009. €1663 million Preference 
Shares converted to Ordinary Shares in the May 2010 Capital Raise.

(b) Excludes a small €4 million incremental participation in the 2011 Recapitalisation by the 
NPRF non-directed portfolio.

(c) Contingent Capital Investment during 2011 Capital Raise.

(d) Warrants attaching to the 2009 Preference Shares purchased for cash by BOI through 
private capital raised during the 2010 Capital Raise.

(e) 2009 Preference Share Coupons and 2011 Contingent Capital Coupons are those paid in 
the period, for 2013 includes those up to settlement date.

(f) Excludes €250 million paid in shares in February 2010 as a consequence of EU imposed 
“Dividend Stopper”, subsequently lifted.

(g) 2013 Eligible Guarantee Fees are the fees paid up to 31/10/2013.

05/12/2013WRF00950NAMA Portfolio

05/12/2013WRF0100078. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out on a county 
basis the number of homes identified by the National Asset Management Agency as suitable for 
social housing; the number of homes which have been accepted by local authorities and agen-
cies for such purposes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52425/13]

05/12/2013WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The details sought by the Deputy are set 
out below.  The Deputy will be aware that it is a matter for each local authority to determine, 
by reference to the relevant housing and planning policy, demand for the properties made avail-
able by NAMA for social housing.  NAMA has no role in this process but where demand is 
confirmed and the contract for purchase or lease is entered into, NAMA makes the properties 
available as soon as is possible. 
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Local Authority Numbers Offered by NAMA Demand Confirmed by 
Local Authorities

Carlow Co. Co. 137 82
Cavan Co. Co. 49 0*
Clare Co. Co. 169 19
Cork City 419 202
Cork Co. Co. 471 295
Donegal Co. Co 95 59
Drogheda Borough Council 27 27
Dublin City 628 247
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
Co. Co.

328 122

Fingal Co. Co. 203 46
Galway City 117 117
Galway Co. Co. 84 44
Kerry Co. Co. 90 52
Kildare Co. Co. 243 97
Kilkenny Co. Co. 167 96
Laois Co. Co 98 10
Leitrim Co. Co. 35 0*
Limerick City 49 47
Limerick Co. Co. 79 24
Longford Co. Co 31 11
Mayo Co. Co 66 58
Meath Co. Co. 203 38
Monaghan Co. Co 35 30
Offaly Co. Co. 79 59
Roscommon Co. Co. 91 0*
Sligo Co. Co 46 15
South Dublin Co. Co. 60 42
Tipperary Co. Co 37 0*
Waterford Co. Co. 65 39
Westmeath Co. Co 42 29
Wexford Co. Co 90 74
Wicklow Co. Co. 36 7
Total 4369 1988
*Demand yet to be determined 

05/12/2013WRF01150Banks Recapitalisation

05/12/2013WRF0120079. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the current value assigned 
to the State’s investment in Bank of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52426/13]

05/12/2013WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At its peak, the State had invested just 
over €4.7 billion in Bank of Ireland with €1 billion of this investment held by the Minister 
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directly (the Contingent Capital Notes or “Coco’s”) and the remainder held by the Directed 
Portfolio of the National Pension Reserve Fund.  The State has since sold the Coco’s for €1.056 
billion recording a profit and as I announced yesterday the State has now concluded a transac-
tion which will see the State recoup its investment in the bank’s Preference Shares. 

The State will receive 100% of par value on €537 million of the securities which the bank 
was entitled to redeem through the issuance of new equity and has secured a price of 104.75% 
of par on the remaining €1.3 billion of preference shares which have been sold to investors 
following a book build exercise by a consortium of banks. The total proceeds from this transac-
tion, including accrued interest, will be approximately €2.05 billion. The value of the State’s 
remaining equity stake in the bank is circa €1.2 billion based off the latest share price of 26c 
per share. This represents c. 14.0% of the bank after account is taken of new shares that will be 
issued to investors.

05/12/2013WRF01350Banks Recapitalisation

05/12/2013WRF0140080. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the implications for the 
State’s investment in Bank of Ireland of the recently completed asset quality review; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [52427/13]

05/12/2013WRF0150081. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the implications for the 
State’s investment in AIB of the recently completed asset quality review; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [52428/13]

05/12/2013WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 80 and 
81 together.

Following the announcements by both AIB and Bank of Ireland this week that they require 
no further capital following the completion of the asset quality review there has been a neutral 
market reaction. As of lunchtime on 4 December 2013 the Bank of Ireland share price is little 
different from where it was trading last week and the pricing of both banks debt instruments re-
main little changed.  As the Deputy will be aware, I announced yesterday a transaction that will 
see the State exit its preference shares in Bank of Ireland for proceeds in excess of €2 billion, 
which included a profit of €62 million for the taxpayer. This leaves the State with just an equity 
investment in the bank which is worth €1.2 billion based on the current share price.

05/12/2013WRF01650Economic Policy

05/12/2013WRF0170082. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the person coordinating the 
publication of the State’s forthcoming economic update; if the scope of the report has changed 
substantially from what was originally envisaged; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[52429/13]

05/12/2013WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I presume the Deputy is referring to the 
Medium-Term Economic Strategy (MTES), which is due to be published this month.    The for-
mulation of the MTES is being jointly led by my Department, in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform, but the Strategy is a whole-of-Government initiative. 
Consequently, its production is not being coordinated by any one individual, but by a high-level 
group comprising of officials from the two Departments, the Department of Taoiseach, the De-
partment of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and Forfás. In addition, a wider group of officials 
has been established to coordinate with other Government Departments regarding the sectors of 
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the economy which come under their aegis. 

While all such documents naturally evolve during development, the scope of the MTES 
has not changed substantially from what was originally envisaged. The Strategy will provide 
a framework to underpin a range of policy efforts in a manner that provides financial market 
stability and also underpins consumer and business confidence for investment. By providing 
certainty and confidence that the mistakes of the past will not be repeated, the Strategy will 
support economic growth and, in so doing, help us to tackle our budgetary and unemployment 
problems and enable an improvement in the living standards of Irish citizens.

05/12/2013WRG0005005/12/2013WRG00075IBRC Mortgage Loan Book

05/12/2013WRG0010083. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 53 of 6 November 2013, the position regarding his statement that the continued appli-
cability of the Central Bank code of conduct on mortgage arrears and mortgage arrears targets 
programme will depend on the regulatory status of the ultimate acquirer of the portfolio which 
we will not know until the sales process has concluded; his views on whether it is too late for the 
borrowers when their loans are sold on to some foreign bank; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [52450/13]

05/12/2013WRG00200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators are in the pro-
cess of conducting a sales process in respect of the IBRC residential mortgage portfolio.  As 
previously advised the continued applicability of the Central Bank Code of Conduct on Mort-
gage Arrears and Mortgage Arrears Targets Programme will depend on the regulatory status 
of the ultimate acquirer of the portfolio which we will not know until the sales process has 
concluded.  In the event that NAMA ultimately acquires this portfolio, the NAMA Board will 
determine its strategy at that stage and will, in doing so, be mindful of its legal obligations.  I 
am advised that should they acquire the portfolio NAMA is likely to apply best practice in this 
regard and no borrower will in any worse position.  The decision concerning how the loans will 
be packaged for sale and what bidders constitute qualifying bidders for the purposes of the sales 
process is a matter for the Special Liquidators of IBRC and I will not intervene in this matter.

05/12/2013WRG00250Apprenticeship Programmes

05/12/2013WRG0030084. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appren-
ticeship in mechanical engineering can be made available in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52391/13]

05/12/2013WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Apprenticeship is the recognised means by which persons are trained to become craftspeople 
in Ireland.  The main craft trades have been designated by SOLAS and come within the scope 
of the Statutory Apprenticeship system.  While there are apprenticeships in the electrical and 
mechanical sectors, there is no apprenticeship in Mechanical Engineering at present.  The full 
list of apprenticeship trades is available at www.solas.ie along with eligibility requirements.

To be registered as an apprentice, a person must first must obtain employment as an ap-
prentice in their chosen occupation.  Some apprenticeship job vacancies are advertised on the 
Department of Social Protection website, www.welfare.ie, under the section titled “Jobseek-
ers”.  The individual in question may also contact their local SOLAS Training centre to discuss 
the Standards Based Apprenticeship Scheme.
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05/12/2013WRG00450Site Acquisitions

05/12/2013WRG0050085. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm that 
a new site has been identified for purchase for a school (details supplied) in Dublin 24; the ap-
proximate timescale envisaged for this process; and when parents and teachers from the school 
may expect a new build to be approved once the site is secured.  [52230/13]

05/12/2013WRG00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department is working closely with the relevant Local Authority in relation to identifying 
and acquiring a suitable site for the provision of permanent accommodation for the school to 
which he refers.  Given the sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally, I am not 
in a position to comment further at this point in time.  The 5 year school building plan which I 
announced in 2012, outlines the major school projects that will commence construction over the 
duration of the plan.  The school referred to by the Deputy is included in this plan.

05/12/2013WRG00650Student Grant Scheme Applications

05/12/2013WRG0070086. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; the reasons for the excessive and unfair delay in processing this case; if the delay 
was caused by a technical issue; the reasons it is taking so long to resolve this issue; if he will 
ensure that this application is immediately reviewed and the information sent to the person; if he 
will ensure that this application is given early consideration once the family are notified of and 
return the required documentation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52231/13]

05/12/2013WRG00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have been informed by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to 
by the Deputy had his initial application cancelled on the basis that the student applied in error 
as an independent student.  I understand that the applicant subsequently submitted a second ap-
plication which will be assessed by SUSI shortly.  In order to expedite the application SUSI will 
contact the student directly regarding the necessary supporting documentation.

05/12/2013WRG00850Home Tuition Scheme Administration

05/12/2013WRG0090087. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills with reference to de-
partmental circular 0006/2013 regarding the home tuition scheme, the reason he has changed 
the criteria for early intervention for two to four year olds requiring a qualified primary teacher 
who is registered with the Teaching Council, in view of the fact that others with specialist skills 
in dealing with autism and other areas of special needs are in many ways more suited to dealing 
with early intervention learning for special needs children.  [52244/13]

05/12/2013WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
from the circular in question that the purpose of my Department’s Home Tuition scheme is to 
provide a compensatory educational service for children who, for a number of reasons such as 
chronic illness, are unable to attend school or for children with a special educational need who 
are awaiting an educational placement and also to provide early educational intervention for 
pre-school children with autism.

Children with autism between the ages of 2.5 and 3 are eligible for home tuition.  The home 
tuition continues from their 3rd birthday if no placement in a school based autism early inter-
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vention class is available for them.  The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a 
national network of Special Educational Needs Advisors who can assist parents in identifying 
school placements for their children, if required.

As home tuition takes place outside the usual school structure it is important that home 
tutors are qualified to provide an educational programme.  It is appropriate therefore that the 
qualification standard in the Home Tuition Scheme generally reflects that required in a school 
environment.  The qualification requirements for tutors providing home tuition to children have 
not changed.  It remains the case that home tutors should be fully qualified teachers.  When it 
is not possible to recruit a fully qualified teacher then alternative appropriate third level qualifi-
cations may be acceptable.  However, from this year my Department has also required that, in 
addition to being qualified teachers, tutors must be registered or have applied for registration 
with the Teaching Council of Ireland.  Tutors with acceptable third level qualifications will 
be eligible to apply for registration.  Qualifications in psychology at the required level are ac-
ceptable for this purpose.  Accordingly, those whose qualifications were acceptable in the past 
remain eligible, provided they have applied for registration with the Teaching Council.

05/12/2013WRG01050Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRG0110088. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department’s 
annual report for 2012 has been published yet.  [52270/13]

05/12/2013WRG01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department’s Annual Re-
port for 2012 has been published and was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas. The Report 
can be downloaded from the Department’s website http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/
Corporate-Reports/Annual-Report/.

05/12/2013WRG01250School Services Staff

05/12/2013WRG0130089. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to a situation at a school (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [52281/13]

05/12/2013WRG01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be familiar 
with the moratorium on recruitment and promotions, in accordance with which no public ser-
vice post, however arising, may be filled by recruitment, promotion or payment of an allowance 
for performance of duties at a higher grade. In that regard, the Department was granted a limited 
derogation from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform which allowed administra-
tive and maintenance posts in ETB schools to be sanctioned in exceptional circumstances.

The school to which the Deputy refers is an Education and Training Board (ETB) school.  
The Department provides a caretaking/maintenance staffing allocation to each ETB, and the 
distribution of this staffing allocation amongst its schools is a matter for the ETB in question.  
Accordingly, requests for additional maintenance staff are made to the Department by ETBs, 
not by individual schools.  In May 2011 the Department received a request from Co Wexford 
VEC for additional caretaking resources, in respect of the school to which the Deputy refers.  
This request was not granted, in the context of the moratorium on recruitment.  The VEC ap-
pealed the Department’s decision in October 2011 and this appeal was not upheld.  The Depart-
ment has not been contacted by the VEC/ETB since that point in time, although a number of 
representations have more recently been made in the matter.  If the school authorities wish to 
pursue this matter they should address their concerns to Waterford and Wexford ETB in the first 
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instance.

05/12/2013WRG01450School Transport Provision

05/12/2013WRG0150090. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 106 of 26 November 2013, if he will explicitly detail the reason 
his Department is not undertaking its own inquiry in view of the amounts of his Department’s 
budget that is spent in this scheme; if he will confirm that the school transport scheme is fully 
compliant with EU state aid rules; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52283/13]

05/12/2013WRG01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
As I indicated in my reply of 26th November, it is usual and appropriate that an allegation 
against an employee is investigated by the employer in question.  Given that fact I do not con-
sider that there is a role for my Department to investigate an allegation against an individual 
employee of Bus Éireann.

School transport services are operated and administered by Bus Eireann on behalf of my 
Department. In responding comprehensively to complaints made to the EU Commission about 
alleged State Aid in respect of school transport and PSO public transport services provided by 
Bus Éireann, the State has stated that the operation and administration of PSO public transport 
services and the school transport scheme respectively are in accordance with the provisions of 
EU law.

05/12/2013WRG01650Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

05/12/2013WRG0170091. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason inva-
lidity pension payments are not disregarded as income like disability allowance payments are, 
when calculating means for Student Universal Support Ireland grants, in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52290/13]

05/12/2013WRG01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, in the case of the student 
referred to by the Deputy, reckonable income was over the limit to qualify for a full mainte-
nance grant.  The list of payments, known for the purposes of the Student Grant Scheme 2013 as 
“income disregards” does not extend to Invalidity Pension.  Disability Allowance is an income 
disregard in calculating reckonable income for the purposes of determining eligibility under the 
student grant scheme but only where it is paid to the applicant.  The Deputy will appreciate that 
any decision in relation to changes to the Student Grant Scheme including changes in payments 
to be included as “income disregards” will need to be considered in the context of availability 
of resources.  If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student 
grant, or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first 
instance, to SUSI.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, 
by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her 
case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student 
Grants Appeals Board.  The relevant appeal form is available to download from http://www.
studentfinance.ie/downloads/1375344221/2013_SGAB_appeal_form.pdf.

05/12/2013WRH00150Departmental Correspondence
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05/12/2013WRH0020092. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will respond to 
correspondence (details supplied). [52313/13]

05/12/2013WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am aware of the correspon-
dence referred to by the Deputy.  Officials from my Department met with the Directors of the 
facility in question last week to discuss the queries raised by them in the correspondence and 
other associated issues.  My officials will continue to liaise with the Directors on matters arising 
from the constructive meeting.

05/12/2013WRH00350Student Grant Scheme Applications

05/12/2013WRH0040093. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite a 
student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [52322/13]

05/12/2013WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that a letter issued to the student 
referred to by the Deputy on 21 November 2013 confirming that a fees only grant had been 
awarded.  I also understand that the student’s college were requested to invoice SUSI for the 
fees.

05/12/2013WRH00550Schools Building Projects Status

05/12/2013WRH0060094. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a new school project (details supplied) in County Kildare in the Department’s capital 
programme; the way the project is progressing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52336/13]

05/12/2013WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The project to which the 
Deputy refers is progressing through the tender process and my Department is currently await-
ing receipt of the tender report from the Board of Management.

05/12/2013WRH00750School Enrolments

05/12/2013WRH0080095. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
confirm that the feeder area for Gaelscoil Shliabh Rua will remain as Ballinteer-Stepaside in 
the event of Gaelscoil Shliabh Rua relocating to a proposed site on Ballyogan Avenue, Carrick-
mines, Dublin 18; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52357/13]

05/12/2013WRH00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The feeder area for Gaelscoil 
Shliabh Rua will still be the wider Ballinteer-Stepaside area.  There is an Irish language school 
already located in the area. The question of location for Gaelscoil Shliabh Rua was considered 
in the context of providing access to both Irish language schools to the greatest number of pu-
pils across the area.

05/12/2013WRH00950Student Grant Scheme Applications

05/12/2013WRH0100096. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a higher 
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education grant will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52404/13]

05/12/2013WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that in the case of the student 
referred to by the Deputy, a grant was awarded on 15 November 2013 and the student was paid 
on 29 November 2013.

05/12/2013WRH01150School Placement

05/12/2013WRH0120097. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the other pro-
cedure that can be followed in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who 
has so far failed to obtain a school place for their child; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [52405/13]

05/12/2013WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
from my reply of November 14th last of the role of the National Educational Welfare Board 
(NEWB). This is the statutory agency which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty 
in securing a school place for their child.  The NEWB may be able to offer assistance and advice 
on securing a school placement within the pupil’s area.  The contact details for the NEWB is 
National Educational Welfare Board, 16-22 Green Street Dublin 7, phone number 01-8738700.  
I understand my officials have raised this case with the NEWB. 

05/12/2013WRH01350School Placement

05/12/2013WRH0140098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action that 
can be taken by a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 to secure a school place for their child; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52406/13]

05/12/2013WRH01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware from 
my reply of 14th November last, Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an ap-
peal by a parent or guardian to the Secretary General of my Department, or in the case of an 
Education and Training Board (ETB) school to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of 
Management of a school, or a person acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student 
in a school, expels a student or suspends a student for 20 or more days in any school year. My 
Department has no authority to compel a school to admit a pupil, except in the case of an ap-
peal under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 being upheld.  Section 29 appeal forms are 
available from my Departments website or directly from section 29 Administration Unit. The 
contact details for section 29 Administration Unit is Section 29 Department of Education & 
Skills, Friars Mill Road, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath or by phone 044 9337008.  The National 
Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which may be in a position to  
assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child. The 
NEWB may be able to offer assistance and advice on securing a school placement within the 
pupil’s area. The contact details for the NEWB is National Educational Welfare Board, 16-22 
Green Street, Dublin 7, phone number 01-8738700.  My officials have discussed the case in 
question with the NEWB.

05/12/2013WRH01550Student Grant Scheme Eligibility
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05/12/2013WRH0160099. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
special rate of higher education grant is not payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52407/13]

05/12/2013WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, in the case of the student 
referred to by the Deputy, the standard rate of grant has been awarded.  To qualify for the spe-
cial rate of grant an applicant must meet the following conditions: 1, reckonable income must 
not exceed €22,703; and 2, on the 31st December of the relevant period the reckonable income 
must include an eligible long-term social welfare payment prescribed under the scheme.  If an 
individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or that the 
rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.  
Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and remains 
of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal form 
outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grants Appeals Board. 
The relevant appeal form is available to download from http://www.studentfinance.ie/down-
loads/1375344221/2013_SGAB_appeal_form.pdf. 

05/12/2013WRH01750Student Grant Scheme Appeals

05/12/2013WRH01800100. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; if the appropriate appli-
cation form will be sent to the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52434/13]

05/12/2013WRH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, in the case of the student 
referred to by the Deputy, his application has been reviewed and the student will be notified 
shortly of the outcome.  If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly re-
fused a student grant, or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, 
in the first instance, to SUSI.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in 
writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly 
in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the 
Student Grants Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form is available to download from http://
www.studentfinance.ie/downloads/1375344221/2013_SGAB_appeal_form.pdf.

05/12/2013WRJ00150Site Acquisitions

05/12/2013WRJ00200101. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
will provide an update on negotiations to secure a site for the new post-primary school in Ash-
bourne, County Meath.  [52442/13]

05/12/2013WRJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm that my De-
partment is working closely with the relevant Local Authority in relation to identifying and 
acquiring a suitable site for the school to which the Deputy has referred. A suitable site has 
been identified and negotiations on its acquisition are ongoing. Due to commercial sensitivities 
attaching to site acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further on this matter 
at this time.

05/12/2013WRJ00350Consultancy Contracts Data
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05/12/2013WRJ00400102. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
private firms that have provided advice-consultancy services gratis for his Department in 2009, 
2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, or any years where practicable; and if any such firms 
received payment in the aftermath of the advice given.  [52262/13]

05/12/2013WRJ00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the following is a list of private firms that have provided advice/consul-
tancy services gratis for my Department since March 2011.

Year Name of Firm If any payment made in aftermath 
of advice given

2012 Tandem Consulting No
2012 Ernst & Young No
2012 Price Waterhouse Coopers (PWC) No

05/12/2013WRJ00550Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRJ00600103. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department’s annual report for 2012 has been published yet.  [52277/13]

05/12/2013WRJ00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question while my Department’s Annual Report for 2012 has not yet been pub-
lished it will be made available in due course.

05/12/2013WRJ00750Public Sector Staff Sick Leave

05/12/2013WRJ00800104. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the transition arrangements for the new public sector sick leave scheme to be implemented from 
1 January 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52291/13]

05/12/2013WRJ00900105. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will immediately publish his legislation for the new public sector sick leave arrangements. 
[52351/13]

05/12/2013WRJ01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 104 and 105 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, in July 2012 sick leave arrangements for all public service 
employees were the subject of a Labour Court Recommendation relating to the introduction of 
a reformed Sick Leave Scheme.

The issue of transitional arrangements and specifically how employees who are on sick 
leave at the time of commencement of the new scheme as well as the approach taken to employ-
ees’ prior sick leave record was addressed by the Labour Court in its recommendations. 

It was recommended by the Labour Court that anyone who is on sick leave at the time of the 
introduction of the new scheme will continue to avail of the current sick leave scheme and will 
be provided with access to six months full pay and six months half pay (over a four year rolling 
period) for the duration of that particular illness. 

The changes in sick leave arrangements clearly represent a significant change in the terms 
and conditions of staff.  It is therefore necessary to legislate for the new sick leave scheme and 
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the Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Amendment Bill 2013 is being 
amended at Report Stage to include a new Part relating to the new sick leave arrangements. This 
piece of legislation is scheduled to complete all stages in the Oireachtas by the end of this year. 
The legislation will provide the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform with the power 
to make regulations that will set out the specific details of the new sick leave scheme.  These 
regulations will also be in place by the end of the year.

05/12/2013WRJ01050State Bodies Mergers

05/12/2013WRJ01100106. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide an update regarding the planned merger of Bord na Móna and Coillte; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [52364/13]

05/12/2013WRJ01200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As referred to 
in the Deputy’s question, and in light of the Programme for Government commitment to create 
a streamlined and refocused commercial state company in the bio-energy and forestry sectors, 
the Government decided in June of this year that an evaluation would be carried out on how to 
give effect to a beneficial merger of Coillte and Bord na Móna.    

NewERA is undertaking a financial evaluation on behalf of the relevant Government De-
partments (my Department, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the De-
partment of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources), which I understand is nearing 
completion. The Departments will consider NewERA’s findings when they are available and I 
hope to be in a position to bring a recommendation to Government on the matter shortly there-
after.

05/12/2013WRJ01250Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

05/12/2013WRJ01300107. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to reduce the top-ups paid to Government advisers who have breached Government pay 
policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52365/13]

05/12/2013WRJ01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin):  I am not 
aware of any breaches of Government pay policy involving a special advisor receiving remu-
neration in excess of the rate of pay sanctioned by my Department.  There are clear guidelines 
in place for determining pay levels and for seeking the sanction of my Department on pay levels 
where it is required in any particular instance.

The guidelines on staffing in ministerial offices were revised following decisions by the 
Government on a number of cost saving measures relating to the personal appointees of Min-
isters and Ministers of State. The guidelines specify that all appointments of ministerial staff, 
including the pay and terms and conditions of employment, require the prior sanction of my 
Department. Appointments from outside of the Civil Service also require the sanction of the 
Taoiseach.

The guidelines provide that special advisors are to be placed on the principal officer (stan-
dard scale), which currently runs from €75,647 at the minimum to €87,258 at the maximum. 
They provide that appointments are to be on the first point of the scale but there would be oc-
casions when a higher salary may be required in order to secure the appointment of an advisor 
with particular skills and expertise. 
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On this basis, the guidelines provide for individual cases to be examined on a case by case 
basis. For example, in cases where, prior to appointment, the basic pay of a special advisor 
was greater than the minimum, it is open to Ministers to seek sanction from my Department to 
appoint the person at a higher starting level.  I have no plans to ask the Government to amend 
these arrangements.

05/12/2013WRJ01450Work Permit Applications

05/12/2013WRJ01500108. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
a decision will be made on a work permit in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [52252/13]

05/12/2013WRJ01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  A Work Per-
mit application made by an employer in respect of the person named by the Deputy was refused 
on 23 July 2013 on the grounds that it appeared that no Labour Market Needs Test had been 
carried out in support of the application. A review of this decision was sought in accordance 
with Section 13 the Employment Permits Act, 2006 but this request was not received within 
the statutory timeframe and was thus too late to be considered. I understand that a second work 
permit application was then submitted to my Department by the employer on 22 August 2013 
which was subsequently withdrawn. 

A third application was submitted by the person named by the Deputy on his own behalf 
on 29 October 2013. This application was refused on 13 November 2013 on the grounds that   
certain occupations are not deemed eligible for employment permits where it is considered that 
there is already a sufficient supply of labour in the labour market for the filling of such vacan-
cies, or where the occupation requires a low level of skill and experience and therefore can be 
filled by the existing supply of labour or where it is not in the broader public interest to fill the 
vacancy. It appeared from the information received that the position on offer is one of the oc-
cupations currently ineligible for a new employment permit. In addition it appeared from the 
information submitted that the proposed employee’s current immigration status precluded them 
from entering full-time employment in the State. 

A request to review this decision in accordance with Section 13 of the Employment Permits 
Act 2006 was received on 4 December 2013 and this review will take place shortly.

05/12/2013WRJ01650Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRJ01700109. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his 
Department’s annual report for 2012 has been published yet.  [52275/13]

05/12/2013WRJ01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment’s Annual Report for 2012 will be finalised by the end of this month and, in light of Irish 
translation requirements, is expected to be published in January.

Industrial Development

05/12/2013WRK00200110. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his plans 
for job growth in County Wicklow; the number of Industrial Development Agency visits to the 
county in 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the specific plans he or any of his agencies, national 
or local, has planned for Arklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52348/13]
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05/12/2013WRK00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have been in-
formed by IDA Ireland that there were three agency sponsored site visits by potential investors 
to County Wicklow in 2011, six in 2012 and, to date in 2013, there have been two visits.  These 
site visits were from new companies visiting the location for the first time and from senior ex-
ecutives of existing companies.

As Ireland competes for high quality investments, the concept of scale is crucial.  Leading 
global corporations require a significant population pool, access to qualified talent, world stan-
dard physical and digital infrastructure coupled with the availability of sophisticated profes-
sional and business support services. In order to achieve economic regional development, IDA 
prioritises the marketing of Gateway locations within each Region as the locations of critical 
mass (i.e. sufficient scale of population, skills, infrastructure, companies, business services etc.) 
and highlights the opportunities provided by Hub locations which are within commuting dis-
tances of these Gateways.  With improvements in infrastructure and investment in one town in 
a region it has a positive effect on other towns in the region.

The East Region, which includes Wicklow, has been particularly successful in recent years 
in terms of attracting inward investment from FDI companies and employing 67,860 people.  
At present, there are 17 IDA supported companies in County Wicklow employing 2,267 people.  
IDA Ireland has strong relationships with these companies and works closely with them to en-
sure their long term sustainability and to encourage their growth, development and continuing 
re-investment in their sites. 

Last year Wicklow CEB approved funding for 37 projects, with an associated job creation 
projection of 88.  The Board provided training for 430 participants and 41 companies were 
assigned a mentor.  So far in 2013, Wicklow CEB has approved funding for 24 projects, with 
an associated job creation project of 69.  They have also provided training for 387 participants 
and 37 companies have been assigned a mentor.  To date in 2013 over €1.9m has been paid to 
County Wicklow based companies by Enterprise Ireland and the agency currently has 177 cli-
ent companies in Co. Wicklow employing in excess of 3,300 people.

The Department of Finance has recently produced improved employment forecasts for 2013 
and 2014.  We have now moved from a situation where the private sector was losing over 7,000 
jobs per month before this Government came to office, to the present situation where it is creat-
ing 5,000 jobs per month.

While these are very encouraging signs for the economy, we must continue to build on this 
progress and support further job creation.  I am currently preparing the 2014 Action Plan on 
behalf of the Government and we will continue, through that process, to build on the success of 
the actions we have taken over the last two years.

Jobs Protection

05/12/2013WRK00400111. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the extent to which further options continue to be examined to resolve the issues at a company 
(details supplied) with particular reference to the need to retain the 107 jobs under risk; if all 
possible options are being pursued in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52403/13]

05/12/2013WRK00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In this case, 
the company has excess capacity and four other such sites had already been closed worldwide 
by the company.  This is the key determinant in their decision to initiate a process which is 
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likely to cease production at the plant and to introduce a redundancy programme there, on a 
phased basis, over the next eighteen months.  All 107 jobs will be lost in the process. 

I have arranged that IDA and Enterprise Ireland will engage closely with the company re-
garding the proposed redundancies.  They will arrange for a skills-base of the workers involved 
to be put together quickly in a bid to advertise both the plants and the availability of skills to 
possible third parties.  Any upskilling required will also be assessed.  I myself met the general 
manager of the company last week and we explored all options open to the company. I am con-
fident that the company will do all it can to help the process of finding an alternative use for the 
facility.

Architectural Qualifications

05/12/2013WRK00600112. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the registration of architects; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [52466/13]

05/12/2013WRK00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the policy 
responsibility for the registration of architects lies with my colleague, the Minister for Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government, I have no direct function in this matter.

  Questions Nos. 113 to 115, inclusive, withdrawn.

Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRK00900116. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department’s an-
nual report for 2012 has been published yet.  [52278/13]

05/12/2013WRK01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The 2012 Annual Report for the 
Department of Social Protection was published on 6 June 2013 and was laid before the Houses 
of the Oireachtas on the same date.  The 2012 Annual Report is available for download on the 
Department of Social Protection website at http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/ar2012.pdf.

  Question No. 117 withdrawn.

Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

05/12/2013WRK01200118. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection the action a person who 
cannot rent a house for the maximum rate allowed can take to secure a rented home. [52304/13]

05/12/2013WRK01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  There are approximately 80,000 rent 
supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013.

Revised rent limits under the rent supplement scheme have come into force with effect from 
Monday 17 June 2013 and will be in place until 31 December 2014.  The new rent limits have 
been determined following an extensive review of the private rental market based on the most 
up-to-date data available.  The Department currently funds up to 30% of the private rented sec-
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tor so it is essential that the rent limits are kept under review.  The new rent limits have been 
set using the 35th percentile ensuring that sufficient housing is available for recipients of the 
scheme.

Under the revised rent limits, there have been increases in the maximum rent limits in 
Dublin while there have been some reductions across a number of rural counties reflecting the 
conditions in the rental markets in those counties.  Rent limits in County Kilkenny were main-
tained with the exception of the family with two children rate which reduced by €10 per month.  
In County Carlow there were reductions in some rent limit categories with the exception of the 
single person rate which increased.

As existing claims come up for review, or when an existing lease expires, they will be reas-
sessed using the new limits.  Where a claim is under review and the rent is above the new maxi-
mum limit the customer is being asked to contact the landlord to renegotiate the rent.  Where a 
landlord does not agree to reduce the rent to the new rates departmental officials will discuss the 
options open to the tenant up to and including seeking alternative accommodation.  Departmen-
tal guidance to the officers administering rent supplement states that where negotiation with the 
landlord fails then rent supplement may continue to be paid for a period of up to thirteen weeks 
at the higher rate. However, once the lease has expired the tenant will be expected to find suit-
able accommodation at below the new limits in force.

Analysis of the County Carlow and County Kilkenny rental market shows that there are a 
number of rental properties available within the prescribed limits.  Department officials dealing 
with rent supplement tenants will continue to ensure that their accommodation needs are met   
and that the residence is reasonably suited to their residential and other needs.

05/12/2013WRL00150Farm Assist Scheme Data

05/12/2013WRL00200119. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons in receipt of farm assist during each month since January 2012 to date in 2013; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [52320/13]

05/12/2013WRL00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy regarding the number of persons in receipt of farm assist at the end of each month since 
January 2012 to date in 2013 is detailed in the attached tabular statement.

Number of Recipients of Farm Assist, 2012 and 2013 to date.

2012

Month Number of Recipients
January 11,351
February 11,364
March 11,346
April 11,158
May 11,154
June 11,137
July 11,137
August 11,138
September 11,092
October 11,134
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Month Number of Recipients
November 11,137
December 11,162

2013

Month Number of Recipients
January 11,207
February 11,177
March 11,100
April 10,867
May 10,785
June 10,726
July 10,655
August 10,601
September 10,316
October 10,260
November 10,247

05/12/2013WRL00350Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

05/12/2013WRL00400120. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) in County Westmeath has had his medical appliance benefit claim refused on 
the basis he does not have the necessary contribution record; if same will be reviewed; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [52341/13]

05/12/2013WRL00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Eligibility for treatment benefit 
(including medical appliances) is based on a person’s PRSI record. A claimant must have at 
least 260 reckonable PRSI contributions paid since first starting work, and 39 such contribu-
tions paid or credited in a relevant tax year.

Only PRSI paid at classes A, E, H, or P count towards benefit.

While the person concerned has a full PRSI record, these contributions were paid at class D, 
reduced-rate public sector PRSI contributions which do not count towards treatment benefit, as 
a result the person concerned does not qualify.

If the person concerned has a Medical Card, he should contact his local health service ex-
ecutive office, which can provide information about medical appliances available through the 
HSE scheme.

05/12/2013WRL00550Social Welfare Benefits

05/12/2013WRL00600121. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 83 of 28 November 2013, the way a person who is on a back to work 
self-employment scheme can become eligible for rent supplement; her views on whether each 
condition makes it impossible to comply with the other; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [52345/13]
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05/12/2013WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Further to the reply to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 83 of 28 November 2013, a person who is in receipt of rent supplement who 
commences the back to work enterprise allowance may retain entitlement to rent supplement, 
subject to the means test, if they are deemed as eligible for the Rental Accommodation Scheme 
(RAS) by a housing authority. The back to work enterprise allowance scheme is designed to 
encourage people who are dependent on certain social welfare payments to engage in self-em-
ployment while allowing them to retain a reducing proportion of their qualifying social welfare 
payment over two years.

A new applicant for rent supplement who is participating on the Back to Work Enterprise 
Allowance scheme would not qualify for rent supplement.

05/12/2013WRL00750Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

05/12/2013WRL00800122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when rent sup-
port will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who was in receipt of 
payment prior to moving to new accommodation but who is now in arrears due to delay; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [52383/13]

05/12/2013WRL00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This client made an application 
for rent supplement on 24 October 2013.  The Department is awaiting information required to 
determine eligibility that was requested on two occasions, most recently on 2 December 2013. 
A full assessment will take place on receipt of the information.

05/12/2013WRL00950Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

05/12/2013WRL01000123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when any 
arrears of jobseeker’s allowance will be restored in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 15; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [52384/13]

05/12/2013WRL01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned informed 
Blanchardstown Intreo Office that he would be absent from the country for 4 weeks from 24 
September to 21 October 2013. As is normal procedure, his payments of jobseeker’s allowance 
were suspended pending him contacting the office upon his return.  After 4 weeks, when the 
person concerned did not present himself at the office, his claim was closed.  He next presented 
at the office on 6 November 2013, more than 6 weeks later, and a new claim has been awarded 
from that date. Given the duration of his absence from the State, no arrears are payable to him.

05/12/2013WRL01150Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

05/12/2013WRL01200124. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the appropriate 
level of rent support in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [52385/13]

05/12/2013WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The household composition in 
the case of the person concerned is that of three adults and one child. Each of the adults in the 
household is in receipt of a social welfare payment. The minimum combined contributions to 
the rent of the person concerned and the liable adults residing as provided for in the regulations 
is €92.00 per week or €398.60 per month.
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The monthly rent payable in this case is €900.00. The minimum monthly contribution is de-
ducted from the monthly rent giving a rent supplement entitlement of €501.40 per month. This 
is the correct level of rent support payable in this case according to the information available to 
this Department.

05/12/2013WRL01350Mortgage Interest Supplement Applications

05/12/2013WRL01400125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when mortgage 
interest support will be restored in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [52386/13]

05/12/2013WRL01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned re-applied 
for mortgage interest supplement on 9 October 2013.  On 23 October 2013 he was requested to 
furnish supporting documentation.

While some documentation required has been received, a letter requesting the outstanding 
information issued on 28 November 2013.   A decision on eligibility will be made when all the 
necessary documentation is received.

05/12/2013WRL01550Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

05/12/2013WRL01600126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct job-
seeker’s allowance payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [52387/13]

05/12/2013WRL01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is currently 
in receipt of a weekly illness benefit payment at a reduced rate and a top-up supplementary wel-
fare allowance payment. His total payment is equivalent to the maximum weekly personal rate 
of supplementary welfare allowance payable less a deduction of €10 regarding an overpayment 
on illness benefit payment.

05/12/2013WRL01750Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

05/12/2013WRL01800127. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct job-
seeker’s allowance payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [52388/13]

05/12/2013WRL01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is in receipt 
of a jobseeker’s allowance payment at the weekly rate of €223.40 which comprises:

Allowance Rate
Personal rate €188.00
Increase for Qualified Adult €124.80
Increase for 2 Qualified Children €59.60
Sub Total €372.40
Less means from spousal employment €149.00
Total Weekly Payment €223.40



Questions - Written Answers

174

This is the correct level of jobseeker’s allowance according to the information available to 
this department. The person concerned can request a review of means if his circumstances have 
recently.

05/12/2013WRM00150Guardian’s Payment Applications

05/12/2013WRM00200128. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an application for guardianship payment in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [52389/13]

05/12/2013WRM00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The deciding officer dealing with 
the claim of the person concerned is awaiting further information before a decision can be made 
on the applicant’s eligibility to guardian’s payment.  On receipt of the outstanding information 
the applicant will be notified of the decision without delay.

05/12/2013WRM00350Guardian’s Payment Appeals

05/12/2013WRM00400129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 128 of 21 November 2013, if it was acknowledged, when the original 
decision was made by the deciding officer, that the parent of the child in question made no 
contact with their child; if a determination was made at that juncture as to by whom the child 
was being maintained; if a solicitor’s letter verifying the position was brought to the attention of 
the deciding officer or the appeals officer; if the deciding officer or the appeals officer has since 
been made aware of the circumstances with a view to making the relevant payment to a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [52390/13]

05/12/2013WRM00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The claim of the person concerned 
to Guardians payment contributory was disallowed on 30 May 2012 as the deciding officer was 
satisfied that the care arrangements in place for the child were on foot of a private mutual agree-
ment between the child’s mother and the applicant, and therefore the child was not deemed to 
be abandoned.  The applicant was notified of this decision.  The Solicitor’s letter referred to 
was received, together with the applicant’s appeal, in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 16th   
October 2012 and was considered during the appeal process.  The Appeals Officer upheld the 
decision of the deciding officer on 15 March 2013.  No new facts or evidence have been pre-
sented since the decision of the Appeals Officer.

  Question No. 130 withdrawn.

05/12/2013WRM00650Pensions Reform

05/12/2013WRM00700131. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding the abolition of the transition pension; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [52451/13]

05/12/2013WRM00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Increasing State pension age and 
the abolition of the State pension (transition) are steps that have been taken to ensure the sus-
tainability of pensions into the future.  The decision to reform State pension was taken in the 
context of changing demographics and the fact that people are living longer and healthier lives.  
These changes are already provided for in legislation.  The Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 
2011 provides that State pension age will be increased gradually to 68 years.  This will begin 
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in 2014 with the standardising of State pension age for all at 66 years and the cessation of State 
pension transition.  The State pension age will then increase to 67 years in 2021 and to 68 years 
in 2028.

It should be noted that until the 1970s, the standard age for receipt of State pension was 
70 years of age.  This applied at a time when longevity was much lower and working patterns 
were more likely to be physically demanding.  State pension (transition) was introduced in 
1970 when it was known as the retirement pension.  It was designed to bridge the gap between 
the standard social welfare pension age, which at that time was 70 years of age, and retirement 
age.  Over time, the age for State pension contributory was reduced to 66 years.  The retirement 
condition associated with State pension transition has been criticised as a barrier to working.

The Deputy may wish to note that a significant number of people coming on to State pen-
sion (transition) in 2012 did not come from work as many were already on other social wel-
fare schemes.  In December 2012, there were approximately 14,400 State pension (transition) 
claims in payment and of those, just 12.5 per cent came from work with over 50 per cent com-
ing from other social welfare schemes such as illness benefit, jobseekers benefit and assistance, 
invalidity and carers, indicating that significant numbers of people are leaving the workforce for 
a variety of reasons well in advance of State pension age.  In terms of social welfare supports 
available to those at age 65, all short term social welfare schemes are payable to age 66.

05/12/2013WRM00850Road Projects

05/12/2013WRM00900132. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
details of discussions between his Department officials in the office of the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service and Galway County Council in relation to the replacement of a bridge in Sean 
a Phéistín, Conamara, in respect of which there is a 1.5 tonne restriction at present; the require-
ments that have been laid down by his Department to the city council in respect of this replace-
ment; the delay that these requirements will cause to this necessary work; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [52318/13]

05/12/2013WRM01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am aware 
of the weight restriction that has been placed by Galway County Council on the bridge referred 
to by the Deputy and of the difficulties this has caused for local people.  The position is, how-
ever, that the requirements in regard to the proposed replacement of the bridge in question arise 
under the Planning and Development Acts. Galway County Council, as a planning authority, 
must meet the requirements of planning law, which, in regard to planning and development 
matters, transposes the EU Habitats Directive into Irish law. This requires competent authori-
ties such as the Council to screen, and where necessary, assess projects such as this one for their 
impact on European nature sites.

As Minister, I am a statutory consultee under the Planning and Development Acts and, in 
fulfilment of that role, my Department provides expert advice in regard to the relevant ecologi-
cal issues relating to proposals such as this. The purpose of that advice is to assist planning 
authorities in meeting their obligations under national and EU law for the protection of nature.  
My Department has provided advice to Galway County Council in regard to the proposed 
project and it is now a matter solely for the Council to ensure that it proceeds in compliance 
with the requirements of the Planning and Development Acts. I can assure the Deputy that my 
Department remains available to the Council should it require any further advice or clarification 
in relation to the matter.
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05/12/2013WRM01050Special Areas of Conservation Designation

05/12/2013WRM01100133. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason for the extraordinary delay in finalising the threat response plan in respect of the hen har-
rier population in Mullaghareirk and Bogra SPA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52221/13]

05/12/2013WRM01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The designa-
tion of six Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for the hen harrier was done to meet the require-
ments of the European Birds Directive and in part response to an infringement case that resulted 
in an adverse finding against Ireland in 2007 regarding Ireland’s implementation of certain 
aspects of the Birds and Habitats Directives.  Certain activities within these sites require con-
sent from State authorities.  These include the granting of forestry consents by the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine and consent by planning authorities for developments such as 
wind-farms.  The granting of such consents must be done in compliance with the requirements 
of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive.

Following a recorded decline in the numbers of breeding hen harriers in several of these 
SPAs, the EU Commission has expressed concerns in regard to how such consents relating to 
these sites have been assessed.  The issue of forestry consents has been subject to separate in-
fringement proceedings under the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive.  In response 
to these developments, my Department has begun the process of formulating a hen harrier 
threat response plan under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regula-
tions 2011 which will, among other things, explore possible ways forward that can meet the 
requirements of the EU Directives while providing assistance to consent authorities in how to 
meet their legal obligations regarding these sites.  It is hoped that the Plan, once finalised, will 
address the concerns voiced by landowners, users and other stakeholders and it is anticipated 
that it will address forestry, planning and farm-payment issues.

05/12/2013WRM01250Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRM01300134. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his 
Department’s annual report for 2012 has been published yet.  [52266/13]

05/12/2013WRM01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment’s Annual Report for 2012 is published and available on my Department’s website, with an 
option to read in either Irish or English, at the following direct link: http://www.ahg.gov.ie/en/
AboutUs/AnnualReports/2012/.

05/12/2013WRM01450Departmental Properties

05/12/2013WRM01500135. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if Nure Bog in County Westmeath or any portion thereof has been purchased by the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service from a company (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [52293/13]

05/12/2013WRM01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The sale to 
my Department of a large private holding in Nure Bog from the company referred to in the 
Deputy’s Question was completed in June, 2012.
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05/12/2013WRM01650Ionad Stórála

05/12/2013WRM01700136. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil iarratas déanta ag Cumann Tarrthála Sléibhe na Gaillimhe chuig Údarás na Gaeltachta 
ar ionad stórála do na feithiclí agus don trealamh atá acu; má tá, cén dearcadh atá ag an Údarás 
ar an iarratas agus mura bhfuil, an mbreathnódh an tÚdarás go báúil ar iarratas ón gcumann 
agus an tábhacht a bhaineann leis an tseirbhís dheonach thábhachtach seo do Ghaeltacht Chona-
mara á cur i gcuntas; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [52312/13]

05/12/2013WRM01800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tuigim ó Údarás na Gaeltachta nach bhfuil aon iarratas faighte acu go dáta ón 
eagraíocht atá luaite ag an Teachta.  Sá chás go dtagann iarratas uathu, déanfar é sin a mheas sa 
ghnáthbhealach. 

05/12/2013WRN00200Energy Conservation

05/12/2013WRN00300137. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the steps being taken by way of energy conservation measures in homes and 
businesses throughout the country with particular reference to the need for compliance with 
carbon reduction targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52399/13]

05/12/2013WRN00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The National Energy Efficiency Action Plan (NEEAP) is the overarching policy framework 
for energy efficiency in Ireland. Reducing energy consumption remains the most cost-effective 
means of reducing Green House Gases and one of the primary means of achieving Ireland’s 
climate change objectives. The NEEAP acts to underpin and extend the energy-related actions 
contained within the existing Climate Change strategy. NEEAP reaffirms Ireland’s commit-
ment to a 20% energy savings target across the economy by 2020. This is equivalent to 31,925 
Gigawatt hours (GWh) or a reduction in annual CO2 emissions of around 7.7 Mega tonnes (Mt). 
Recognising that Government must lead by example, the Government is committed to achiev-
ing a 33% reduction in public sector energy use by 2020.  The second Action Plan identifies re-
alisable but ambitious actions across six areas: Public Sector, Residential, Business, Transport, 
Energy Supply, and Cross-Sectoral. The Plan contains 97 actions, each of which will play a part 
in securing a more sustainable energy future for Ireland.

The anticipated energy and CO2 savings are distributed as follows:

Energy savings (GWh) CO2 (kt CO2)

Sector 2010 2016 2020 2010 2016 2020
Public 
Sector

650 1,975 3,240 155 455 730

Business 2,505 4,340 5,820 620 1,025 1,330
Buildings 2,565 9,565 15,255 625 2,295 3,650
Mobility-
Transport

630 3,295 5,330 160 840 1,360

Energy 
Supply

1,965 2,000 4,415 490 365 595

Total 8,315 21,175 34,060 2,050 4,980 7,665
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Government supports alone are unlikely to ensure that we fully achieve our energy saving 
targets by 2020 and a strong commitment from all sectors is imperative. NEEAP2 emphasised 
the role of market actors in facilitating the delivery of energy savings, with the introduction of 
energy saving targets for energy suppliers a key measure underpinning the delivery of the 2020 
target. 

Should all measures detailed in the NEEAP reach their full potential by 2020 it is estimated 
that a potential reduction in energy spend across all sectors of approximately €2.36 billion (at 
2011 prices) would be realised.

05/12/2013WRN00500National Parks and Wildlife Service Investigations

05/12/2013WRN00600138. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the number of reports carried out by National Parks and Wildlife Service into the im-
pact on wildlife of the Corrib gas project over the past five years. [51463/13]

05/12/2013WRN00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Corrib Partners submitted Environmental Impact Statements in support of their applications 
to construct the Corrib Gas Field Development. The Deputy will appreciate that the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) is a statutory consultee under this process and has therefore 
been consulted on a number of occasions by my Department with respect to potential environ-
mental impacts of the Corrib Gas Field Development. Observations and recommendations have 
been received by my Department from the NPWS, with regard inter alia to: Special Areas of 
Conservation; Marine Mammal Monitoring; Archaeological Monitoring; and Nature Conser-
vation, including the Glenamoy Bog Complex, Sruwaddacon Bay, Blacksod/Broadhaven Bay 
and Special Protection Areas with regard to protected bird species. Recommendations made by 
NPWS have been incorporated in the conditions attaching to the Corrib consents.

05/12/2013WRN00800Hydraulic Fracturing Policy

05/12/2013WRN00900139. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources in view of the recently published national ground water vulnerability map which 
indicates that some of Leitrim’s ground water may be extremely vulnerable and at risk of pol-
lution or contamination, and that it was indicated the map will be used to better understand and 
manage land use and development that have the potential to impact on ground water, if he will 
now agree that hydraulic fracturing poses an unacceptable risk of pollution and-or contamina-
tion of extremely vulnerable groundwater, and that it should now be decided that hydraulic 
fracturing will not be permitted anywhere in Ireland.  [52258/13]

05/12/2013WRN01000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The map referenced by the Deputy is a risk map that does 
not replace site specific investigations, but is appropriate for evaluating impact of potential 
contaminant release at the surface, or near surface, e.g. on site wastewater treatment systems, 
licensed landspreading and landfills.

With respect to exploration for unconventional gas, the map would be appropriate for as-
sessing the risk associated with some activities, such as storage of flowback water, potential 
oil spills from machinery etc, but not for assessing subsurface risks. These risks, especially in 
an Irish hydrogeological context, are as yet not completely understood and therefore are a ma-
jor element of the Unconventional Gas Exploration and Extraction Research project recently 
launched by the Environmental Protection Agency.
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As both I and Minister Rabbitte have confirmed on several occasions, no applications pro-
posing the use of hydraulic fracking will be considered in Ireland until the results of the EPA 
research are available and have been considered. It should also be recalled that any such ap-
plication would be the subject of Environmental Impact Assessment, which must consider the 
potential impacts of any unconventional gas exploration or exploitation on water.

05/12/2013WRN01100Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRN01200140. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his Department’s annual report for 2012 has been published yet.  [52268/13]

05/12/2013WRN01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I am pleased to confirm that my Department’s Annual Report for 2012 is published and is avail-
able on the websites of both the Houses of the Oireachtas and my Department.

05/12/2013WRN01400Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

05/12/2013WRN01500141. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the amount paid to date by his Department on consultancy services in relation to the 
proposed 440 kVA electricity lines here; the organisations that were paid fees and the amount 
paid to each organisation; the work done under these consultancies; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [52316/13]

05/12/2013WRN01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The planning, development and routing of 400 kV transmission line infrastructure, including 
any necessary consultancy services, are matters for EirGrid and not matters in which I, as 
Minister, have a statutory function.  In 2008 my Department commissioned an independent 
study on Comparative Merits of Overhead Electricity Transmission Lines versus Underground 
Cables. The analysis was undertaken by international consultants Ecofys, in partnership with 
an expert in underground cable technology, Professor Dr Heinrich Brakelmann of the Univer-
sity of Duisburg-Essen, Germany, and with Golder Associates, a global group specialising in 
ground engineering and environmental services. This total cost of that work was approximately 
€123,000, plus VAT.  In addition, in 2011, I appointed an independent international expert com-
mission to review the case for, and cost of, undergrounding all or part of the Meath-Tyrone line, 
as committed to in the Programme for Government. This was at a cost of €25,000, plus VAT for 
each of the three experts involved. The Meath-Tyrone Report - a Review by the International 
Expert Committee - was published in 2012.

05/12/2013WRN01700Electricity Transmission Network

05/12/2013WRN01800142. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if the Government will, in the interest of environmental best practice and planning, 
consider doing an analysis of the long term costs and benefits of high voltage cables going 
underground for the North-South interconnector and the Leinster couth east interconnector.  
[52068/13]

05/12/2013WRN01900145. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the work his Department has carried out regarding a cost benefit analysis of 
placing pylons underground versus overground; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[52370/13]

05/12/2013WRN02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 142 and 145 together.

I welcomed the decision made by EirGrid last week to extend the deadline for the consulta-
tion process on the GridLink project to 7 January 2014. The period between now and the close 
of the extended deadline will, no doubt, be useful in providing EirGrid with an opportunity 
to reflect further on the valid concerns raised in relation to various aspects of the project. If it 
emerges after 7 January that further steps need to be taken, then due consideration will be given 
at that point.

The Programme for Government committed to the establishment of an independent interna-
tional expert commission to review the case for, and cost of, undergrounding all or part of the 
Meath-Tyrone line. The Commission was appointed in July 2011 and its Report was published 
in January 2012.

The July 2012 “Government Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of Transmission 
and Other Energy Infrastructure” emphasised the imperative for the State Companies, and all 
developers of energy projects, of early, transparent engagement and consultation with local 
communities and stakeholders. The Statement also made clear that public acceptability requires 
public confidence that proposals adhere to the highest international standards of safety, health 
and environmental and visual impact, and technology choice. The Government affirmed that 
EirGrid and the other State energy companies are obliged to adhere to all relevant guidelines 
and standards and they act in the national interest, and on behalf of all electricity consumers.

In this regard, the expectation is that those companies in making their choices, of project 
specific technologies and routing as well as mitigation measures, will take account of all rel-
evant national and international standards, to follow best practice and ensure value for money 
and be informed by detailed consultation at local level. In addition to undertaking extensive 
statutory and non statutory public consultation, the State Companies and energy developers 
must adhere to national and international standards on health, environment, biodiversity, land-
scape and safety as an intrinsic part of the Planning process.

I am aware that many people are concerned about the immediate and longer term impact that 
new transmission lines and other energy infrastructure may have on the landscape, the environ-
ment and on local communities. Accordingly, it is essential that the GridLink project is taken 
forward on the basis of the best available knowledge and informed engagement on the impacts 
and costs of different engineering solutions. EirGrid has stated that it will take full account of 
all the submissions received during the course of the consultation process.

Finally, it is important that the Government can give a strong consistent message to Irish 
business and multinationals, and our citizens, that Ireland’s electricity networks are robust, 
modern and safe. EirGrid’s transmissions projects are crucial in that regard.

05/12/2013WRN02100Broadband Service Provision

05/12/2013WRN02200143. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the position regarding broadband in an area (details supplied). [52358/13]

05/12/2013WRN02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives. The provision of mobile telecommunications ser-
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vices networks within the competitive market is subject to a requirement to secure a wireless 
telegraphy licence to access the required radio spectrum. The award of such licenses, the impo-
sition of terms and conditions to access that spectrum and the associated monitoring of compli-
ance by licensed providers with those terms and conditions are matters for the Commission for 
Communications Regulation (ComReg), which is independent in the exercise of its functions. 
Accordingly, I have no statutory function in this matter. However, I expect that with the con-
tinued significant capital investments being made by mobile operators, the quality of mobile 
services will continue to improve across the country. I note in this regard that a number of mo-
bile operators have made announcements regarding network upgrades. I can also confirm that 
the areas referred to by the Deputy are included in the National Broadband Scheme (NBS). The 
objective of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS), which was launched in 2008, following a 
competitive tendering process, was to provide access to affordable, scalable broadband services 
to rural areas, where operators had been unable to offer services on a commercial basis.  Under 
the terms of the contract which my Department has in place with “3”, the NBS service provider, 
the NBS mobile wireless service is required to offer minimum download and upload speeds of 
2.3Mbps and 1.4Mbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 18:1. The NBS 
satellite service, which is utilised in a small number of cases for technical reasons associated 
with the location of the premises, offers minimum download and upload speeds of 3.6Mbps and 
384 kbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 48:1.

All persons located within the NBS Coverage Area can avail of the NBS service by contact-
ing “3”, the NBS Service Provider on 1800 944 791, online at www.three.ie or by calling into 
one of 3’s authorised retail outlets.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is 
available to all citizens and businesses. This will be achieved by providing:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment, and

- a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, there is evidence that industry is investing beyond the 
targets to which they committed in the Plan. eircom has extended its plans for the rollout of 
high speed services, with speeds of up to 100Mbps to 1.4m premises, UPC has increased its 
minimum and top speed products to 120Mbps and 200Mbps respectively, and mobile opera-
tors are rolling out enhanced product offerings, including 4G mobile. Other operators continue 
to invest and ESB is currently considering the prospect of utilising its distribution network to 
rollout fibre broadband services.

These developments have been facilitated through the implementation of measures in the 
National Broadband Plan, including the conclusion of ComReg’s multiband spectrum auction, 
and the new regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation Access and service bundles. Both 
of these measures are designed to incentivise the rollout of services by operators.

In tandem with these developments, intensive work is underway in my Department to prog-
ress a State-led investment to secure the countrywide introduction of next generation broadband 
access. In order to progress the State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for 
the market to invest, a full procurement process must be designed and EU State Aids approval 
must be obtained. My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the cur-
rent and anticipated investment by the commercial sector over the coming years, the results of 
which will inform the areas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged in 
the National Broadband Plan.
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Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing. The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

05/12/2013WRN02400Bord Gáis Privatisation

05/12/2013WRN02500144. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the position regarding the sale of Bord Gáis; the number of bids received; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [52363/13]

05/12/2013WRN02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In May of this year, a process was initiated to sell the Bord Gáis Energy business. This process 
was led by Bord Gáís Éireann and overseen by a Government Steering Group which included 
officials from my Department, the Departments of Public Expenditure and Reform and Finance 
and the NewERA unit of the NTMA.  I am advised that the process was conducted in a profes-
sional, open and transparent manner and attracted significant interest from a broad range of 
potential international acquirers, reflecting the positive international sentiment towards Ireland. 
However, based on clear advice, I have determined that the three bids received were not a fair 
reflection of the strength and potential of the Bord Gáis Energy business. On November 27 last, 
I announced that I had confirmed to Bord Gáis Éireann that none of the final bids received for 
the Bord Gáis Energy business were of an acceptable value.  The Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform and I have been clear from the outset of this process that Bord Gáis Energy 
would only be sold if a sale price was achieved which fully recognises the inherent value of the 
business. This decision underlines our commitment to proceed with asset disposals only when 
we are satisfied with the outcome.

My Department, along with NewERA, will now work with Bord Gáis Éireann to ensure 
continued investment in and development of the Bord Gáis Energy business.

On Wednesday last, the Oireachtas passed the final stage of the Gas Regulation Bill, which 
underpins the restructuring of Bord Gáis Éireann and the sale of the energy business. The Gov-
ernment will keep all options open as regards the future of Bord Gáis Energy, which is a grow-
ing and successful business.

Question No. 145 answered with Question No. 142.

05/12/2013WRO00150Departmental Expenditure

05/12/2013WRO00200146. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will outline the costs incurred by his Department, New ERA and Bord Gáis 
Éireann in preparing Bord Gáis Energy for sale; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52445/13]

05/12/2013WRO00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
No additional resources, either internal or external were retained by my Department for the 
purpose of the Bord Gáis Energy sale process. My Department did not directly engage or incur 
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any expenses in respect of third party services relating to the process as this was undertaken 
by the NewERA unit of the NTMA. The NTMA is under the aegis of the Minister for Finance. 
The final details on fees have yet to be worked out, however, I understand that in respect of the 
Government Steering Group for the transaction, the fees were minimised both by competitive 
tendering processes and also contractual terms. While the terms of individual contracts are 
commercially confidential, I am advised that all efforts have been made to keep advisory fees 
low on the Government side, particularly in the event of a sale not going ahead, with payment 
amounts being linked to success. Once the fees are finalised, they will be made public. Neither 
I nor my Department have a role in relation to professional fees paid by commercial State com-
panies.  

05/12/2013WRO00350Electricity Transmission Network

05/12/2013WRO00400147. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will state the arrangements in place when wind speeds are low, reducing 
the power contributed by wind turbines to the national grid; the power source used when this 
occurs; the cost of this arrangement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52446/13]

05/12/2013WRO00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The dispatch of wind generation is carried out within the regulatory framework for market 
and grid operational requirements. Under Statutory Instrument No. 445 of 2000 Eirgrid, the 
Transmission System Operator (TSO), is obliged to operate and ensure the maintenance and de-
velopment of a safe, secure, reliable, economical and efficient electricity transmission system. 
As the TSO, EirGrid is responsible for managing electricity supply and demand in real time 
and controlling flows of power on the transmission system. Wind is afforded priority dispatch 
by the system operator in line with the Renewable Energy Directive 2009/28/EC. Thus, when 
wind is available, it is dispatched first onto the transmission system. When wind is low, other 
generation sources are used. These are gas, coal, hydroelectricity, peat, oil, diesel distillate and 
other smaller sources such as Combined Heat and Power (CHP); in addition, there are potential 
imports of up to 500 MW over the East West Interconnector. To ensure that this is done in an 
economic and efficient manner, EirGrid employs a unit commitment schedule to determine the 
dispatch order of other generation. The unit commitment schedule is determined based on the 
commercial and technical parameters submitted by generators on a daily basis. The commercial 
parameters submitted by generators must be cost reflective as per the bidding code of practice 
rules, which form part of the Single Electricity Market (SEM) rules. The unit commitment 
schedule establishes the most economic order for dispatching the generation needed to meet 
electricity demand. The cheapest generation type is dispatched first, then the next cheapest and 
so on until the system operator has enough generation to meet demand. In general, when wind 
is high and available to the power system, the production costs in the market are lower.  

Land Issues

05/12/2013WRO00600148. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the tax penalities for developers hoarding up land banks around Dublin; 
his plans to introduce a new policy to ensure land is made available for residential housing in 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52354/13]

05/12/2013WRO00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The only penalty of this nature applicable to the hoarding 
and non-development of sites is the derelict sites levy provided for under section 23 of the 
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Derelict Sites Act 1990. This levy, which only applies to sites in urban areas, allows local au-
thorities to apply an annual levy of 3 per cent of the market value of the derelict, but potentially 
developable, site in question subject to the satisfaction of certain criteria. The levy has proven 
difficult to apply in practice as the non-development of the sites in question may be due to fac-
tors outside the control of the site owner. 

With regard to the availability of land for housing development in the Dublin area, a recent 
data gathering exercise conducted by my Department indicated that there is already appropriate 
residential zoning of land for upwards of 30,000 new homes in the Dublin region, across the 
four Dublin local authorities. Accordingly housing supply in the Dublin area is not necessarily 
constrained by the lack of available land for housing but rather the market viability of develop-
ing new housing projects having regard to the land acquisition, development and construction 
costs of bringing new houses and apartments to the market, combined with the issue of the 
availability of credit, both development finance and mortgage credit and certain other factors. 

Climate Change Negotiations

05/12/2013WRO00800149. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding the climate change talks that recently concluded in Poland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52066/13]

05/12/2013WRO00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 9 on today’s Order Paper, which sets put the position 
in this matter.

Rental Accommodation Standards

05/12/2013WRO01000150. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his views regarding Threshold’s latest 2012 annual report which states 
that families are being forced to live in substandard accommodation due to rising demand and 
prices in the rental market, and that there is a failure on the part of local authorities to enforce 
minimum standards legislation; the way he will address the lack of enforcement by local au-
thorities; the way he will counteract the trend of substandard accommodation as appropriate 
accommodation is in increasingly short supply and as low income families become increas-
ingly vulnerable to substandard accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[52158/13]

05/12/2013WRO01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Minimum standards for rental accommodation are pre-
scribed in the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, as amended by the 
Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) (Amendment) Regulations 2009 made under section 
18 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992. These specify requirements in relation 
to a range of matters such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural 
light and safety of gas and electrical supply.  All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure 
that their properties comply with the regulations; however, responsibility for the enforcement 
of the minimum standards regulations rests with the local authorities supported by a dedicated 
stream of funding provided from part of the proceeds of tenancy registration fees collected by 
the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB). 

It is a matter for each individual local authority to decide the specific details of its enforce-
ment strategy and inspection arrangements. However, in discharging their responsibilities in 
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relation to the rental sector, authorities have been asked to have regard to the Good Practice 
Guidelines for Local Authorities on Standards in the Private Rented Sector: Strategic Planning, 
Effective Enforcement  published by the Centre for Housing Research in November 2007, 
which make recommendations on relevant issues, including the targeting of inspection activi-
ties. 

Following the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, local author-
ities have a strengthened, updated regulatory framework available to them which provides for 
the issuing of Improvement Notices and Prohibition Notices where landlords are in breach of 
their obligations. Fines for continuing non-compliance with the regulations were also increased 
significantly. While I expect that the large majority of landlords will comply with local authori-
ties’ directions in the area of standards, the legal sanctions available to local authorities are an 
important aspect of enforcement and I would encourage local authorities to use them where 
landlords have failed to comply with directions. 

  PRTB registrations at the end of 2012 indicate that there are just over 260,000 registered 
properties for private rental in Ireland. Since 2005, over 130,000 inspections have been carried 
out by local authorities on properties in the sector.   

The Government is acutely aware of the importance of having a robust private rented sector 
which provides good quality accommodation and protection for tenants. On 1 February 2013, 
regulations 6, 7 and 8 of the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008 came 
into effect for all residential rented accommodation. This means that all rental accommodation 
must have its own separate sanitary facilities leading to the phasing-out of the traditional ‘bed-
sit’, where sanitary facilities are shared between different rental units. The Regulations allowed 
a four year phasing-in period to facilitate any improvement works that needed to be carried out.  

The revised standards do not specifically target bed-sits but were based on a review of mini-
mum standards dating back to 1993 which allowed external toilets, cold water only and having 
an open fireplace as the only heating source. The new standards were made in consultation with 
key stakeholders including organisations representing landlords and tenant rights, such as the 
Irish Property Owners Association and Threshold.  

I am confident that targeted inspection activity and effective follow-up action where there is 
non-compliance will continue to improve the quality of the stock in the rented sector and I urge 
all landlords to ensure that their dwellings are in compliance with the regulations.     

Waste Management

05/12/2013WRO01200151. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the additional green charges being proposed by him; and if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that indirect taxes have disproportionate effects on those least able to pay.  
[52232/13]

05/12/2013WRO01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have not proposed the introduction of any “green charges”. 

At the Waste Summit on 28 November 2013, I launched a number of important policy de-
velopments for the waste area in line with commitments set out in Government’s national waste 
policy, A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Policy in Ireland. I announced public 
consultation processes on two further chapters from the ongoing and wide-ranging review of 
the existing producer responsibility initiatives (PRIs) in Ireland. The new chapters relate to 
end-of-life vehicles (ELVs) and waste tyres and make important recommendations to improve 
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existing compliance schemes for both waste streams. 

At the Summit, I also announced a public consultation process on the regulation of our 
household waste collection system. This process is intended to facilitate a dialogue with the 
public and key stakeholders including representatives from the waste industry, statutory bodies 
such as local authorities, the EPA, the National Transfrontier Shipment Office, environmental 
NGOs and the public. My aim is to use the 8-week consultation process to inform the develop-
ment of a regulatory regime that will resolve shortcomings in the existing regulatory regime, 
including:

- low rates of householder participation in some areas;

- insufficient levels of prevention and reuse of waste;

- insufficient levels of segregation of household waste; and

- pricing issues.

Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

05/12/2013WRO01400152. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will request local authorities in County Cork to provide in tabular form 
the amount they each spent on housing adaptations for their own tenants in the past five years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52243/13]

05/12/2013WRO01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The funding provided to County Councils in respect of ad-
aptations and extensions to meet the needs of tenants with a disability is allocated and recouped 
on a county-at-large basis. Information on the amounts spent in each of the nine town councils 
in County Cork is not available in my Department and could appropriately be sought from the 
relevant town councils. Details of the funding provided to Cork County Council and Cork City 
Council over the period 2009-2012 and to date in 2013 are set out in the following table: 

Local 
Authority 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Cork County 
Council 

€ 26,592 € 420,716 € 190,496 € 60,305 € 363,046 

Cork City 
Council 

€ 2,954,832 € 697,727 € 858,066 € 168,262 € 344,212 

TOTAL € 2,981,424 € 1,118,443 € 1,048,562 € 228,567 € 707,258 

Local Authority Staff Recruitment

05/12/2013WRO01600153. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if a competition will be held to appoint a new county manager for Fingal 
County Council; the manner in which this competition might operate; and the timeline of the 
competition. [52287/13]

05/12/2013WRO01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The selection and appointment of a County or City Manager is governed by primary 
legislation, including the Local Government Act 2001. Managers are selected following open 
competition conducted by the Public Appointments Service.  I understand that the Public Ap-
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pointments Service has initiated the recruitment process to replace the Fingal County Manager.   

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

05/12/2013WRO01800154. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the audits or examinations that have taken place to determine the impact 
the implementation of carbon tax has had on improving air quality here. [52292/13]

05/12/2013WRO01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Taxation is primarily a matter for the Minister for Finance. The purpose of the carbon tax, 
which was introduced in Budget 2010, is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by incentivising 
companies to bring low-carbon products and services to the market. 

Generally, reducing greenhouse gas emissions will also reduce air pollution, although this is 
not always the case; for example, the increased use of diesel vehicles lowers CO2 emissions but 
increases emissions of air pollutants such as nitrous oxides (NO) and particulate matter (PM).

In Budget 2013, the Government decided to extend the carbon tax to apply to solid fuels.  
Significant benefits to air quality should result from the Solid Fuel Carbon Tax (SFCT) if it pro-
motes a shift from residential solid fuels to cleaner alternatives such as renewables, gas, oil or 
even ‘smokeless’ solid fuels containing biomass blends.  I have asked my Department to ex-
plore this issue further with the Department of Finance.  However, as the SFCT has only come 
into effect from May 2013, it is too soon to assess its impact on air quality.   

05/12/2013WRP00150Foreshore Licence Applications

05/12/2013WRP00200155. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Sligo County Council intends to 
carry out dredging at the channel to Sligo Harbour; if his Department has received an applica-
tion from Sligo County Council for a foreshore licence for these dredging works; the date on 
which the application for the foreshore licence was received by his Department; when he ex-
pects his Department to make a decision to grant the licence; if it has been drawn to his attention 
that Sligo County Council cannot proceed to seek grant aid for the dredging works until such 
time as the foreshore licence is granted by his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [52302/13]

05/12/2013WRP00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An application from Sligo County Council for a licence 
under the Foreshore Act to undertake dredging works at Sligo Harbour was received by my 
Department on 28 February 2013.

The application is currently being assessed by my Department in the context of the relevant 
regulatory framework including obligations arising under the EU Birds and Habitats Directives. 
I will make a determination on the application in due course based on the recommendations of 
the Marine Licence Vetting Committee and my Department.

Funding of the project is a matter for Sligo County Council.

05/12/2013WRP00350Local Elections Expenditure
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05/12/2013WRP00400156. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the spending limits in place for candidates in the 2009 local elections; the 
rebate paid to candidates and the conditions that applied to these rebates; the period before the 
election to which these spending limits applied; the spending limits, rebates, conditions and 
period that will apply for the 2014 local elections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52314/13]

05/12/2013WRP00500157. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when he will announce the spending limits, details of candidates rebates, 
period to which the spend will apply for the 2013 local elections; the reason for the delay in 
announcing same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52315/13]

05/12/2013WRP00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 156 and 157 together.

Provision is made in Part 2 of Schedule 2 of the Local Government Bill 2013 for amend-
ments to the Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act 1999, ‘the 1999 
Act’, to change the spending limit provisions at local elections.  This Bill is currently before 
the Oireachtas.

Spending limits were first introduced for the 2009 local elections and were based on a 
sliding scale.  The relevant provisions are contained in section 12A of the 1999 Act.  Depend-
ing on the population of the local electoral area in a county or city council the limit is either: 
€15,000, €13,000, €11,500 or €9,750.  All town and borough council electoral areas have the 
same spending limit of €7,500.

The Local Government Bill 2013 provides for the revision and replacement of the current 
arrangements, by amending section 12A of the 1999 Act and setting three new population bands 
with spending limits of €13,000, €11,500 and €9,750, respectively.  It is intended that these 
limits would apply at the 2014 local elections.  A summary of the current population bands and 
spending limits, and the proposed revisions, is set out in the following table.   

Populaton bands and 
spending limits at the 
2009 local elections

- Proposed revisions 
for the 2014 local 
elections

-

Local electoral area Candidate spending 
limit 

Local electoral area Candidate spending 
limit 

Population in excess 
of 32,500 

€15,000 Population in excess 
of 35,000 

€13,000 

Population between 
22,501 and 32,500 

€13,000 Population between 
18,001 and 35,000 

€11,500 

Population between 
12,001 and 22,500 

€11,500 Population of 18,000 
or less 

€9,750 

Population of 12,000 
or less 

€9,750 

Borough or town 
council 

€7,500 

  

Section 12B of the 1999 Act provides that the period for the reckoning of election expenses, 
during which the spending limits apply, is to commence between 50 and 60 days prior to polling 
day. The date of commencement of the spending period is set out in an order made me, as Min-
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ister, before the election.  Election spending incurred during this period must be reported to the 
local authority concerned within 90 days of polling day and must be below the specified limit.  

The election spending period for the 2009 local elections was specified in the Local Elec-
tions (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act 1999 (Period for the Reckoning of Elec-
tion Expenses) Order 2009.  The period commenced on 7 April 2009, and concluded on polling 
day, which was 5 June 2009.  There is no provision in electoral law for the reimbursement of 
the election expenses of a candidate at a local election.

05/12/2013WRP00650Local Authority Housing Provision

05/12/2013WRP00700158. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the measures he is taking to increase the supply of housing in Dublin and to 
reduce house prices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52353/13]

05/12/2013WRP00800163. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which the seriousness of the housing crisis in respect of local 
authority housing is appreciated as it affects Dublin and adjoining counties including Kildare; if 
it is expected to take any specific action to address this issue to the extent of meeting the accom-
modation needs of a sizable number of those of the local authority waiting lists in these areas 
in the short and medium term in view of the hardship caused by escalating rents, a shortage of 
available accommodation and increased numbers coming onto the housing lists; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [52397/13]

05/12/2013WRP00900164. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the steps to be taken in the short term to address the ever increasing local 
authority housing emergency affecting County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [52398/13]

05/12/2013WRP01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 158, 163 and 164 to-
gether.

The Government’s housing policy statement, published in June 2011, clearly identifies that 
the priority for Government is to meet the most acute needs of households applying for social 
housing support in all local authority areas.  I am determined to ensure that the social housing 
programme is optimised in terms of resources and focus to maximise the response to social 
housing need.  This must be achieved in a context in which public expenditure necessarily con-
tinues to be constrained.  Nonetheless, in July 2012 I announced details of a three-year funding 
programme of €100 million to deliver some 800 new units of voluntary and local authority 
owned social housing.

In addition to the €525.8 million in housing programme expenditure provided for in my 
Department’s Abridged Estimate for 2014, Budget 2014 provides a further €50 million to fund 
infrastructural investment primarily in the housing area, including €30 million for the State 
house building programme; €10 million for an unfinished housing estate resolution project; and 
an additional €10 million for housing adaptation grants.  When this is taken into account, fund-
ing for housing for next year is effectively maintained at 2013 levels.

Delivery of social housing continues to be significantly facilitated through more flexible 
funding models such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme and leasing but the Government 
is also committed to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of 
permanent new social housing.  Such mechanisms include options to purchase, build to lease 
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and the sourcing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and acquisition.  
In addition, my Department and the Housing Agency are engaged with NAMA to ensure con-
tinued delivery of housing units for social purposes.  Approved Housing Bodies will also play 
a key role in 2014 in the delivery of social housing and in particular in their capacity to attract 
external financial investment.

In spite of our challenging economic circumstances, I expect the final output across all 
social housing programmes for 2013 to be in the region of 5,000 new housing units, and it is 
provisionally estimated that in the region of 5,000 units will also be provided for social housing 
in 2014.

05/12/2013WRP01050Greenhouse Gas Emissions

05/12/2013WRP01100159. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent if any of fines or penalties imposed on this country to date arising 
from failure to meet carbon emission reduction targets; the extent of any such potential penal-
ties in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52393/13]

05/12/2013WRP01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): No fines or penalties have ever been imposed on Ireland in respect of greenhouse gas 
emission reduction targets, as non-compliance has never arisen.

In this regard, Ireland is on course to confirm compliance with its target for the purposes 
of the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in the 
commitment period 2008 to 2012.

In respect of the ambitious greenhouse gas emission reduction target for the period 2013 to 
2020, while this target will prove challenging to achieve, I am satisfied that Ireland is on course 
to comply with the mitigation trajectory in the first half of this compliance period.  I will review 
progress in terms of meeting the compliance challenge in the second half of the period, having 
regard to the outcome of the ongoing programme for the development of national climate policy 
and legislation.

05/12/2013WRP01250Waste Management Regulations

05/12/2013WRP01300160. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Environmental Protection 
Agency propose to ban the burning of hedge cuttings on farmland throughout the country from 
31 December next; the basis for such a decision in view of the fact that woodcuttings are carbon 
neutral and that disposal by mechanical means is not; if it is intended to reverse any such deci-
sion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52394/13]

05/12/2013WRP01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Waste Management (Prohibition of Waste Disposal by Burning) Regulations 2009 
make it an offence to dispose of waste by uncontrolled burning and various actions are prohib-
ited by the regulations, including burning within the curtilage of a dwelling.  Article 5 of the 
Regulations provides for the permissible disposal of waste by burning under certain conditions, 
including, inter alia, where the material to be burned consists of “uncontaminated (free of 
dangerous substances, preservatives or other artificial impregnation or coating) wood, trees, 
tree trimmings, leaves, brush, or other similar waste generated by agricultural practices, but 
excluding garden and park wastes and cemetery wastes and wastes arising from infrastructural 
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development works, provided that such burning is done as a final measure following the appli-
cation of the following waste hierarchy”.

  Article 6 of the Regulations provides a sunset clause for this exemption as of 1 January 
2014, unless an application is made for a Certificate of Registration under the Facility Permit 
Regulations in relation to the activity in question before that date.

It has been brought to my attention recently that the interactions between this exemption 
and certain provisions of the Waste Management (Facility Permit and Registration) Regulations 
2007 (in relation to activities to which a certificate of registration may apply) and the inclusion 
of burning of waste as either a recovery or disposal operation under the Waste Management Act 
1996 (as amended) require further clarification before the exemption expires.  It is my intention 
therefore to extend the existing exemption for a further period beyond 1 January 2014 by way 
of amending regulations to allow for further consideration of the matter.

Questions Nos. 161 and 162 answered with Question No. 34.

Questions Nos. 163 and 164 answered with Question No. 158.

      Question No. 165 answered with Question No. 34.

Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

05/12/2013WRQ00300166. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which contact has been made with the various local authorities 
with a view to identification of the number of families currently on their housing waiting lists; 
the action taken or proposed to address the issues of those local authorities particularly affected 
in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52401/13]

05/12/2013WRQ00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The results of the 2013 Summary of Housing Needs As-
sessment will be available later this month. The assessment involved the submission by all 
housing authorities of details of the social housing assessments carried out in their administra-
tive area as at 7 May, 2013, and the findings will provide details on the number of households 
on waiting lists at this date. My Department will engage with the Housing Agency and local 
authorities in terms of carrying out a detailed analysis of the findings so as to address the hous-
ing need identified at a local level.  The previous summary of social housing assessments was 
carried out as at 31 March, 2011 and found that there were 98,318 households on local authority 
waiting lists. The full results of this assessment, including breakdowns by each local authority, 
are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie and the Housing Agency’s website 
www.housing.ie.

Housing Adaptation Grant Expenditure

05/12/2013WRQ00500167. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which the housing adaptation grant requirements in respect of 
older persons or persons with specific health needs continue to be met by the various local au-
thorities; the total expenditure in this regard in each of the past five years to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [52402/13]

05/12/2013WRQ00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department’s involvement with the Housing Adap-
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tation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability relates primarily to the 
recoupment of a proportion of local authority expenditure on the payment of individual grants. 
These schemes, introduced in November 2007, are funded by 80% recoupments available from 
my Department together with a 20% contribution from the resources of the local authority.  De-
tails of the amounts of   Exchequer funding provided to local authorities in respect of the Hous-
ing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability, together with the 
level of Local Authority (LA) funds provided over the period 2009 – 2013 (to 30 November) 
are set in the table.

- 2009 - 2010 - 2011 - 2012 - 2013 

Exch. LA Exch. LA Exch. LA Exch. LA Exch. LA 

€67.014m €16.753m €79.303m €19.825m €62.808m €15.702m €53.414m €13.353m €29.904 m €7.476m 

 

Since 2009, over 52,000 households have benefited under the Housing Adaptation Grant 
Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability. The Estimates provision for the schemes 
in 2014 is €38.6 million. I intend to announce details of the capital allocations to individual lo-
cal authorities early in 2014.

Waste Disposal

05/12/2013WRQ00700168. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the fixed price plan to which former waiver customers of a waste man-
agement company (details supplied) have recently been moved is in keeping with Ireland’s 
obligations under European law and the polluter pays principle; if his Department will amend 
the Waste Management Act 1996 to allow for greater regulation of the behaviour of waste man-
agement companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52430/13]

05/12/2013WRQ00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): As set out in the Government’s policy on waste, A Resource Opportunity, an effective 
system of household waste collection is critical to the economy and the well-being of society. 
On 28 November, I published a consultation document on the regulation of household waste 
collection to guide the development of a new regulatory regime to strengthen and improve the 
regulation of household waste collection. Our approach to pricing structures is a significant 
focus in the consultation paper. I want to ensure that waste management companies operate 
pricing structures that incentivise environmentally sustainable behaviour in terms of waste re-
duction and segregation. The consultation document is intended to facilitate a dialogue with the 
public and key stakeholders, including representatives from the waste industry, statutory bodies 
such as local authorities, the EPA, the National Transfrontier Shipment Office, environmental 
NGOs and others. Following the 8-week consultation process, which ends on 31 January 2014, 
I will consider the submissions received and develop proposals for a package of regulatory re-
form of household waste collection in Ireland.  Ultimately, however, charges applied by waste 
management companies are a matter between those companies and their customers, subject to 
compliance with all applicable environmental and other relevant legislation.

Leader Programmes Applications

05/12/2013WRQ00900169. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding funding in respect of a project (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52457/13]
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05/12/2013WRQ01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): North and East Kerry Leader Partnership are contracted on behalf of my Department in 
relation to the implementation of the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 
2007-2013.  During 2011, the European Commission approved a change in the maximum co-
funding rate from 55% to 85% in relation to LEADER. This had the effect of reducing the 
available funding under the Programme from €427 million to an estimated €370 million.  It 
was therefore necessary to carry out a comprehensive review of the level of commitments and 
expenditure across the Programme in order to apportion the remaining funds among the Lo-
cal Development Companies (LDCs), taking into account the level of commitments already 
entered into. The redistribution of funding was conducted in as fair and equitable a manner as 
was possible.

My Department is keeping the funding position under constant review. I expect that there 
will be a small amount of uncommitted LEADER Programme funding available for re-distri-
bution to LDCs before year end; I will review the options available for distributing these funds 
and make allocations in the coming weeks.

Garda Operations

05/12/2013WRQ01100170. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his Department 
has requested the continuation of Operation Freeflow this year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [52448/13]

05/12/2013WRQ01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that ‘Operation Open City’ replaced ‘Operation Freeflow’ last year and will com-
mence in the Garda Dublin Metropolitan Region on 8 December, 2013.  The operation is ex-
pected to continue until 24 December, 2013.  I am further informed that the objective of the 
operation is to facilitate the effective movement of public transport throughout the region and to 
minimise disruption to the general public through targeted, high visibility measures and Garda 
enforcement activity.

Charities Regulation

05/12/2013WRQ01300171. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
appointing an independent regulator for charities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52458/13]

05/12/2013WRQ01400179. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he ex-
pects a charities regulatory authority to be in place; the anticipated powers of same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [52324/13]

05/12/2013WRQ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 171 and 179 together.

The Charities Act 2009 provides for an integrated system of mandatory registration and pro-
portionate regulation and supervision of the charities sector in Ireland.  The various sections of 
the Charities Act are subject to implementation through commencement orders.  Sections that it 
was possible to commence in advance of the establishment of the Charities Regulatory Author-
ity, as provided for under the Act, have been commenced.  The remainder will be commenced 
following the establishment of the Authority.
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The Deputy will appreciate that the full implementation of the Charities Act, including the 
establishment of the Authority and Register of Charities, has resource implications that had 
to be examined in the context of the urgent need to reduce government expenditure. I delayed 
bringing this legislation into force in order to consider how best to achieve the objectives of the 
Act in this context.  It remains an objective of the Government to strengthen the regulation of 
the charitable sector in effective and proportionate ways. To advance this, a public and stake-
holder consultation on the implementation of the Charities Act 2009, and the establishment of 
a Register of Charities, was carried out by my Department earlier this year and published in 
July. At that time the Government also approved my plans to proceed with the establishment of 
an independent Charities Regulatory Authority under the terms of the 2009 Charities Act.  It is 
envisaged that the new Authority will come into operation in 2014.

Charities Regulation

05/12/2013WRQ01600172. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view the 
recent events that have unfolded at the Central Remedial Clinic and taking into account that the 
Government is giving €4 billion to charities each year, with no one accounting for the way it is 
spent, his proposals to conduct an audit of all payments made to all registered charities; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [52465/13]

05/12/2013WRQ01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Charities Act 2009 is 
intended to increase transparency and accountability across the Charities Sector.  The Act pro-
vides for new reporting requirements that will apply to charities once the Act is in force.  Chari-
ties will be required to provide annual reports to the independent regulatory authority that is to 
be established under the Act. These reports will be made available to the public. In this way, 
members of the public will have access to greater information about how charities use their 
resources, including public donations.  In July, the Government approved my plans to proceed 
with the establishment of the new Authority and it is envisaged that it will come into operation 
in 2014.

05/12/2013WRR00150Departmental Staff Sick Leave

05/12/2013WRR00200173. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ex-
amine the case of a person (details supplied) employed in his Department who was recently on 
sick leave and who is now owed both sick-pay and earned income; if he will expedite payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52236/13]

05/12/2013WRR00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The processing of sick leave 
for employees of my Department is now a matter for PeoplePoint, the Human Resources and 
Pensions Shared Service for the Civil Service.  I can inform the Deputy, however, that the 
employee in question was placed back on the payroll for pay day 21 November 2013 and any 
arrears owing will be paid on pay day 5 December 2013.

05/12/2013WRR00350Judicial Council Legislation

05/12/2013WRR00400174. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
bring forward plans to establish an office of a judicial council, in view of concerns on the ap-
pointment of judges and the lack of transparency in appointing same.  [49516/13]
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05/12/2013WRR00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
under the Constitution judges are appointed by the President on the advice of the Government.  
Under the existing system of judicial appointments, the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board 
submits to me, as Minister for Justice and Equality, the names of the persons who have applied 
for appointment and whom it recommends as suitable for appointment.  This procedure has 
been in place since 1995 and, at my request, my Department has been undertaking a review of 
the process. This review is informed by the ongoing need to ensure and protect the principle of 
judicial independence and includes consideration of issues such as the appointment process, eli-
gibility criteria, the role of the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board and the need to promote 
equality and diversity. 

I intend to initiate a consultation process shortly which will involve not only members of the 
judiciary and the legal profession generally but will also engage the broader public who benefit 
daily in innumerable ways from the protection of an independent judiciary.  The consultations 
are to be based within the current Constitutional provisions and any proposal to introduce a 
new system of appointments which would require statutory amendments would, of course, be a 
matter for consideration by Government in the first instance.

As I have previously conveyed to the House, the Programme for Government undertakes to 
“legislate to establish a Judicial Council, with lay representation, to provide an effective mech-
anism for dealing with complaints against judges”  and this commitment is being pursued in the 
proposed Judicial Council Bill. As well as providing for the establishment of a Judicial Council 
and Board that will promote excellence and high standards of conduct by judges, the proposed 
Bill is aimed at providing a means of investigating allegations of judicial misconduct supported 
by the establishment of a Judicial Conduct Committee which will have lay representation.   

Having considered the draft Judicial Council Bill in light of the considered views of the 
judiciary and in relation to current Government policy, I am happy to confirm that work on the 
drafting of the new Bill continues in conjunction with the Offices of the Attorney General and 
of Parliamentary Counsel. While it had been hoped to publish the Bill this year, in light of the 
Government’s heavy legislative programme I would now expect this to take place in the New 
Year.

05/12/2013WRR00550Consultancy Contracts Data

05/12/2013WRR00600175. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the private firms 
that have provided advice and-or consultancy services gratis for his Department from 2009 to 
2012, inclusive, and to date in 2013, or any years where practicable; and if any such firms re-
ceived payment in the aftermath of the advice given.  [52263/13]

05/12/2013WRR00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information the Deputy is 
seeking is currently being compiled. I will write to the Deputy directly when this process has 
been completed.

05/12/2013WRR00750Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRR00800176. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his Department’s 
annual report for 2012 has been published.  [52276/13]

05/12/2013WRR00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department’s Annual Re-
port for 2012 was published in July 2013 and is available on the Department’s website.
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05/12/2013WRR00950Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Investigations

05/12/2013WRR01000177. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
the CT68 forms used by An Garda Síochána are not made available to the Garda Síochána Om-
budsman Commission, in the event of a subsequent investigation by GSOC, and the families of 
persons killed or seriously injured in road traffic collisions.  [52282/13]

05/12/2013WRR01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is matter for the Garda Sío-
chána Ombudsman Commission to determine what information they require in respect of an  
investigation.  I am advised by the Ombudsman Commission that if they deem it necessary to 
obtain a copy of the CT68 form they can request it from An Garda Síochána and they are satis-
fied that the form will be provided.  I am awaiting clarification from the Garda Commissioner 
on the question of whether the families of persons killed or seriously injured in road traffic 
collisions would be provided with a copy of the CT68 form.  I will write to the Deputy when I 
receive that clarification. 

05/12/2013WRR01150Courts Service

05/12/2013WRR01200178. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of personal injury cases decided by the High Court in the years 2012 and to date in 2013 which 
relate to actions for personal injury arising out of road traffic collisions, in circumstances where 
the applicant had refused the award recommended by the Injuries Board.  [52294/13]

05/12/2013WRR01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the 
responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions, which in-
clude the provision of information on the courts system.  However, in order to be of assistance 
to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have been informed by the Courts Service that 
data is not captured in such a way as to provide the information sought by the Deputy.  I am 
advised by the Courts Service that under Section 32 of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board 
Act 2003 the Injuries Board issues authorisations to bring court proceedings, in respect of a 
wide range of personal injuries including trip and fall incidents, accidents in the workplace as 
well as road traffic collision cases. These authorisations do not state the category of case for 
which the authorisation is issued. In addition the Injuries Board is required under the Act to is-
sue an authorisation whether it is the claimant/applicant who refuses to accept the settlement 
offer, or whether the defendant refuses to accept the assessment. The authorisation does not 
indicate which party refused the assessment.

  Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 171.

05/12/2013WRR01550Personal Insolvency Act

05/12/2013WRR01600180. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the number of insolvency cases that have been taken under the new legislation; the average cost 
of court proceedings to date; the measures that have been taken to reduce the costs involved; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52325/13]

05/12/2013WRR01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I advised the Deputy in 
my reply of 19 November 2013, the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) is currently process-
ing a number of applications and has stated that, in the interest of confidentiality it will not be 
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providing details or breakdowns of numbers of applications for the various debt relief solutions 
received or being processed at this time. The ISI fully intends to provide quarterly statistics 
once a statistically meaningful number of applications have been processed.

I can advise the Deputy that no additional Court costs are incurred by debtor once he/she has 
paid the relevant application fee for one of the debt relief solutions. The application fees are in 
line with those charged in other jurisdictions.

05/12/2013WRR01750Criminal Assets Bureau

05/12/2013WRR01800181. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
update the laws that regulate the Criminal Assets Bureau in view of the sophistication of these 
gangs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52333/13]

05/12/2013WRR01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Criminal Assets Bureau is 
a vital component in the State’s law enforcement response to serious and organised crime.  The 
remit of the Bureau is to target those persons who seek to derive benefit from criminal activi-
ties. In carrying out this role, the Bureau utilises all available legal remedies, primarily those 
contained in the Proceeds of Crime legislation, Taxes legislation and Social Welfare legislation, 
to deprive persons of benefits obtained from the proceeds of crime.  Since its inception, Bureau 
processes have been continuously evaluated and, where necessary, strengthened to maximise 
the number of cases brought and assets targeted.   Furthermore, an Expert Group, established 
under the auspices of my Department, is currently engaged in a comprehensive review of the 
Proceeds of Crime legislation with a view to identifying possible improvements which would 
serve to strengthen the operation of the Criminal Assets Bureau.

A number of matters are being reviewed by the Group including decreasing the amount of 
time which must elapse before criminal assets which have been frozen become the property 
of the State; increasing the powers of receivers over properties so as to immediately deprive 
criminals of the use of those properties; short term seizure of assets believed to be the proceeds 
of crime pending determination by the courts and further improving measures supporting in-
ternational cooperation. The work of the Group is not limited to these matters and any further 
proposals which the Bureau may bring forward which would serve to strengthen its operation 
can be taken into account during the review.

Proposed Legislation

05/12/2013WRS00200182. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the 
recent report of the Law Reform Commission in relation to the issue of online harassment and 
its opinion regarding the effectiveness of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act, if he 
will consider the introduction of new legislation similar to that which has recently been adopted 
in New Zealand; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52335/13]

05/12/2013WRS00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware 
the Law Reform Commission published its Fourth Programme of Law Reform on 27 Novem-
ber, 2013.  This Programme contains 11 projects, one of which is entitled  “Crime affecting 
personal safety, privacy and reputation, including cyber-bullying”.  The project will involve an 
analysis of harmful behaviour in this area and will examine whether a specific offence of cyber-
bullying should be enacted.  I look forward to considering the recommendations of the Law 
Reform Commission on this issue when its Report has been concluded.  In the circumstances it 
would be premature to consider the introduction of legislation in advance of this analysis and 
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examination.

Crime Investigation

05/12/2013WRS00400183. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the recent spate of burglaries in Donaghmede, Dublin 13; the discussions he 
has had with Garda authorities on the matter; the action being taken to address the problem; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52355/13]

05/12/2013WRS00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the area referred to is in the Coolock Garda District.

I am further informed that Garda data shows a decrease in burglaries in the Coolock area, in 
line with the national trend.  As the Deputy may be aware the latest crime statistics show that 
the rate of burglary has decreased by 8.9% nationally for twelve months ending 30 June 2013 
and this underlines the impact being made by Gardaí under Operation Fiacla.  As part of the 
measures which are coordinated under Operation Fiacla, Operation Acer is in force throughout 
the Dublin Metropolitan Region, including Donaghmede.  It is an intelligence driven operation 
and includes analysis led checkpoints and patrols to target specific areas and case manage tar-
geted offenders. These arrangements are kept under review to ensure adjustments are made to 
maintain the effective focus of the operation.

Operation Acer operates alongside ongoing community policing measures, including prob-
lem solving with the community and ongoing liaison with schools, businesses and households 
in providing crime prevention advice and assistance to victims of burglary.  In this regard I am 
advised that a recent crime prevention leaflet drop in the area has been well received in the 
community.

Local Garda Management closely monitors the allocation of all resources in the context of 
crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in the area to ensure optimum use 
is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.

Succession Act

05/12/2013WRS00600184. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will spec-
ify the legal basis on which the details of persons’ wills are published; if he has any plans to 
review this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52360/13]

05/12/2013WRS00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 42 of the Succes-
sion Act 1965 provides for the deposit and preservation in the Probate Office of documents, 
including all original wills of which representation is granted in the Probate Office, copies of 
all wills where the original is kept in district probate registries and such other documents as the 
President of the High Court may direct.  Copies of such documents may be obtained from the 
Probate Office and the district probate registries on submission of the relevant application form 
and payment of the required fee.  These provisions reflect the long-standing position that wills 
are public documents and I have no plans, therefore, to change the law in relation to this matter. 

Naturalisation Applications

05/12/2013WRS00800185. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
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residency status-eligibility to apply for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52373/13]

05/12/2013WRS00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred to 
by the Deputy has a current permission to reside until 21 January 2014.  An application for a 
certificate of naturalisation was also received from the person concerned which was refused.  I 
am informed the person concerned was informed of this refusal and the reasons for it in a letter 
issued on 30 April, 2009.

It is open to the person in question to lodge a new application if and when he is in a position 
to meet the statutory requirements applicable at that time.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and I know the Deputy will appreciate that it is important that appropriate procedures are 
in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Passport Applications

05/12/2013WRS01000186. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed by a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22 who is having difficulty obtaining a 
homeland passport; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52374/13]

05/12/2013WRS01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The parents of the person 
concerned were granted temporary permission to remain in the State in September, 1997, under 
the arrangements then applicable to the non-EEA national parents of Irish born citizen children 
born in the State prior to 1 January, 2005.  The father of the person concerned wrote to the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department in August 2013 in order to 
regularise his son’s position in the State. I understand that some supporting documentation was 
submitted, however, further documentation was requested from the father by letter dated 15 
August, 2013, including documented proof of all efforts made to obtain his son’s passport.  To 
date no response has been received. On receipt of the documents requested, the position in the 
State of the person concerned will be examined further by my officials in INIS. 

I should add that in exceptional cases, an application for Irish temporary travel document 
may be considered in respect of qualifying non-Irish nationals who are resident in Ireland.  In 
all such cases, the INIS must be satisfied that there is no alternative open to the applicant before 
an Irish temporary travel document will issue.  The person concerned has to show that they 
have made reasonable and formal efforts to obtain a national passport, that it has been formally 
and unreasonably refused and that their own consular authorities are unable to offer consular 
assistance to them whilst resident in the State.

It is open to the person concerned to submit an application for a temporary travel document 
accompanied by the relevant supporting documentation to the Travel Document Unit of INIS 
which is located at 13-14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2.  Full information in this regard and the appli-
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cable application form is available on the INIS website at “www.inis.gov.ie”.     

Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to Irish Naturalisa-
tion and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail 
facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Immigration Status

05/12/2013WRS01200187. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the outstand-
ing procedures to be followed by a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in the matter of 
family reunification; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52375/13]

05/12/2013WRS01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my reply 
to Parliamentary Question No. 173 on Thursday, 21 November 2013.  The position remains 
unchanged. Reply to PQ Number 173 of 21 November, 2013.

  I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an applica-
tion for Family Reunification was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 3 May 
2013 and that a letter issued on 29 May 2013 requesting information necessary to process the 
application.  No response was received and further letters issued from INIS on 19 June 2013, 
29 August 2013, 17 September 2013 and 21 October 2013.  A response was received to this 
final letter, however it did not contain sufficient information or documentation to enable the 
processing of the application and a further letter issued from INIS to the person concerned on 
8 November 2013.  To date no response has been received.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Deportation Orders

05/12/2013WRS01400188. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proce-
dures to be followed to regularise residency-prepare for eligibility for naturalisation in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[52376/13]

05/12/2013WRS01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred to by the 
Deputy, together with the other family members are the subject of Deportation Orders made 
against them following a comprehensive and thorough examination of their asylum claims, 
applications for Subsidiary Protection and a detailed examination of the representations they 
submitted for consideration under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).  The 
family concerned have no right to residency/naturalisation in the State.

The effect of the Deportation Orders is that the persons concerned must leave the State and 
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remain thereafter outside the State.  The enforcement of the Deportation Orders is an opera-
tional matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

I am satisfied that the applications made by the persons concerned for asylum and for tem-
porary leave to remain in the State were fairly and comprehensively examined and, therefore, 
the decision to make Deportation Orders against them is justified.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Naturalisation Applications

05/12/2013WRS01600189. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
residency status and eligibility to apply for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; the procedures to be followed to achieve closure; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [52377/13]

05/12/2013WRS01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned has 
permission to remain in the State until 9 January, 2014.  This decision was conveyed to her by 
letter dated 28 July, 2011.  It will be open to the person concerned to apply for the renewal of 
that permission one month before it expires.

I am advised that no application for a Certificate of Naturalisation has been received from 
the person concerned.  However, it will be open to the person concerned to apply for a Certifi-
cate of Naturalisation when she is in a position to meet the lawful residency criteria applicable 
to the lodgement of such applications.  Details on the criteria to be met by persons lodging such 
applications are available from the INIS Website (www.inis.gov.ie).

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Immigration Status

05/12/2013WRS01800190. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the residency 
status in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [52378/13]

05/12/2013WRS01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned has 
current permission to remain in the State up to 21 December, 2013.  The person concerned has 
applied for the renewal of this permission to remain.  This renewal application is under con-
sideration at present. Once a decision has been made in that application, this decision will be 
conveyed in writing to the person concerned.  

I am advised that no application for a Certificate of Naturalisation has been received from 
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the person concerned. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

05/12/2013WRT00200191. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the residency 
status and eligibility for update in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52379/13]

05/12/2013WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was 
granted temporary permission to remain in the State for three years, under stamp 4 conditions in 
2008.  This permission was renewed for a further three years in 2011, until 29 December, 2014.   
However the person concerned failed to register this permission to remain with the Garda Na-
tional Immigration Bureau (GNIB) at this time.  

I am informed that on 8 July, 2013, the person concerned sought to have her permission 
registered with her local Immigration Officer, GNIB.  However, her request was refused due to 
the considerable time lapse between renewal of permission to remain and her attempt to register 
this permission.  She was advised to write to the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service 
(INIS) of my Department regarding same. 

Correspondence  was received from the person concerned on 19 November, 2013.  Cur-
rently, the case file of the person concerned is being reviewed by my officials in the INIS and 
she will be contacted shortly requesting clarification of her current family situation. 

Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to the INIS by e-
mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  
This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to 
seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider 
using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.   

Residency Permits

05/12/2013WRT00400192. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
residency status and procedure to be followed to regularise their residency position in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[52380/13]

05/12/2013WRT00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Irish Naturalisation and Im-
migration Service records indicate that the person concerned is a failed asylum applicant. She 
then proceeded to lodge an application for subsidiary protection. This application must next be 
considered. 

In relation to the determination of applications for subsidiary protection, the Deputy may 
wish to note that I recently signed into law a Statutory Instrument to introduce new procedures 
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for the determination of subsidiary protection applications by the Offices of the Refugee Ap-
plications Commissioner at first instance and, on appeal, by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal. 

When consideration of the subsidiary protection application has been completed, the person 
concerned will be notified in writing of the outcome.  In the event that the application for sub-
sidiary protection is refused, the position in the State of the person concerned will then be de-
cided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) 
and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  Any 
representations submitted will be considered before a final decision is made.  Once a final deci-
sion has been made, this decision, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in 
writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Leave to Remain

05/12/2013WRT00600193. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the ap-
propriate authorisation will issue to facilitate travel to the UK to obtain passport documentation 
in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [52381/13]

05/12/2013WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a sib-
ling of an Irish born citizen child of non-EEA parents, born in the State prior to 1 January, 2005, 
whose mother was granted temporary permission to remain in the State on 24 January, 2006 
under the revised arrangements for the non-EEA national parents of children born in Ireland 
prior to January, 2005, commonly known as the IBC/05 Scheme.

The person concerned was granted permission to remain in the State on 11 April, 2008, in 
line with the period of permission already granted to her mother.  The permission of the person 
concerned was subsequently renewed and is due to expire on 31 January, 2014.  

An Irish Temporary Travel Document issued to the person concerned by registered post on 
29 November 2013 to facilitate her travel needs in order to procure a national passport.  I wish 
to thank the Deputy for the documentation which has been supplied on behalf of the person con-
cerned.  Her case is currently being examined and a decision regarding renewal of permission 
to remain in the State will be conveyed to her in writing in the near future.

Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas 
Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up 
to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way 
of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service 
except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too 
long awaited.      

Adoption Legislation
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05/12/2013WRT00800194. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which further examinations can be undertaken in the case of their wish to adopt a family rela-
tive in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [52382/13]

05/12/2013WRT00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, if the placement of a 
non national child has been affirmed by The Adoption Authority of Ireland with a person or 
persons, then it may be possible for that person or persons to seek an Immigration Clearance 
Letter from the INIS. 

An Immigration Clearance Letter is a process whereby prospective persons who wish to 
adopt a child from outside the State are issued with permission to bring the child into the State.  
The permission is required by Irish nationals or persons resident in Ireland who have been 
deemed suitable by the Adoption Authority of Ireland and who wish to adopt a non national 
child from outside the State.  An Immigration Clearance Letter will only issue on verification 
of proof that all the criteria set by the Adoption Authority of Ireland have been fully met.  This 
requires receipt by the Foreign Adoption Unit of the INIS of the original declaration of eligibil-
ity and suitability from the Adoption Authority of Ireland attesting to the prospective parents.

An application for an Immigration Clearance Letter can be made to the Foreign Adoption 
Unit, Immigration Services Section, INIS, 13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2. Contact details and 
documentation required are posted on the INIS website “www.inis.gov.ie” listed under Foreign 
Adoption.

I am advised by the INIS that no application for an Immigration Clearance Letter has been 
received in the Foreign Adoption Unit in respect of the person concerned.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.     

Property Services Regulatory Authority Staff

05/12/2013WRT01000195. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
information on resources allocated to the Property Services Regulatory Authority; the timeline 
in which a person should expect a complaint submitted to the PRSA to be adjudicated upon; 
if his attention has been drawn to any delays in addressing complaints; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [52431/13]

05/12/2013WRT01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The budget provision allo-
cated to the Property Services Regulatory Authority in 2013 is €848,000. 

In relation to staff, there are currently over ten full time equivalent posts assigned to the 
PSRA’s Headquarters in Navan.  In both 2012 and 2013, these resources were supplemented by 
seven temporary clerical officers working in the Navan offices for up to three months to deal 
with the now annual issuance and renewal of licences in the sectors regulated by the Authority.  
I understand my Department and the Authority will be looking to provide a similar seasonal 
increase to the PSRA’s resources in 2014. 
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My Department, the Authority and the Property Registration Authority of Ireland (PRAI) 
agreed in 2012, to allow for the operation of the first year of registration and licencing, that re-
sources of the PRAI based in Roscommon were made available to the PSRA on a loan basis so 
that the once-off surge in activity associated with this phase of the PSRA’s activities could be 
managed effectively within the constraints on public service numbers. 

My Department is in receipt of a detailed business case from the PSRA setting out its long 
term resource requirements and I understand my Department has indicated its commitment to 
providing the appropriate and necessary resources either directly or on a contracted basis hav-
ing regard, in particular, to pressures on public service staff numbers and competing demands.  I 
am advised that in the current quarter, a Dublin based office has been established through the re-
deployment of staff from elsewhere in the Department and by year end this office will have over 
five full time equivalents.  In addition to this, I am further advised that through redeployments 
and transfers from within the Department and Justice Group, it is expected that the Navan office 
will receive a further three staff members.  Therefore, including the assignments proposed, the 
PSRA staff allocation is expected to grow from just over ten full-time equivalents earlier this 
year to almost nineteen full time equivalents by early next year. 

A key role of the Authority is to set and enforce standards in the provision of property ser-
vices by auctioneers, letting agents and property management agents and to provide redress 
mechanisms for consumers of those services.  Under the Property Services (Regulation) Act 
2011, the Authority is empowered to investigate complaints made against property service pro-
viders and to initiate investigations for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the law.  Any 
person may make a complaint, in writing, to the Authority against a property service provider 
in relation to the provision of a property service provider in the course of providing a property 
service. 

Having regard to the staffing resources available, there has been for some time a backlog 
in the handling of complaints by the Authority and I am advised that to date the Authority has 
received of the order of 330 complaints.  With the introduction of additional staff resources to 
the Authority during November, I understand that there has been a specific focus on addressing 
complaints.  With further staff resources to be allocated to the Authority shortly, this should 
allow for further work in this regard. Notwithstanding this, the Authority has advised that it is 
not possible to indicate a specific timeframe for the investigation of any individual complaint, 
since the length of time it takes to investigate a complaint will be dependent on the specific 
circumstances of each case.

Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRT01200196. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence if his Department’s annual report 
for 2012 has been published.  [52269/13]

05/12/2013WRT01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Department of Defence and Defence 
Forces Annual Report 2012 was published earlier this year.  The report is available on the De-
partment of Defence website at www.defence.ie. 

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

05/12/2013WRT01400197. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2013 agri-environment option scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52241/13]
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05/12/2013WRT01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 December 2010 and full payments have issued in respect of the 2010, 2011 and 2012 
Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check, 
including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before 
any payment can issue.  The checking process in respect of the 2013 Scheme year has been 
successfully completed and 75% payment issued to the person named on 27 November 2013.  I 
expect that the balancing 25% payment in respect of 2013 will issue shortly.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

05/12/2013WRT01600198. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon will receive their agri-environment 
option scheme payment; the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [52246/13]

05/12/2013WRT01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1 September 2011 and full payment has issued in respect of 2011.  

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check 
of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be 
completed before any payment can issue.  The person named was selected for a ground inspec-
tion which took place on 13 November 2012.  During this inspection, issues of non compliance 
with the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme were noted in relation to the Laying of Hedge-
rows action which resulted in a reduction and a penalty being imposed.  

Payments in respect of the 2012 Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative check-
ing process which includes verification of capital investment through checks on receipts.  Dur-
ing these checks it was discovered that the person named failed to deliver the Establishment and 
Maintenance of Habitat action under the Terms and Conditions of the scheme and as a result of 
this a further penalty was imposed.  Officials in my Department are processing the application 
of the person named on this basis and arrangements are being made to issue payment for the 
2012 Scheme year as soon as possible. 

Once the 2012 Scheme year payment has issued, the current year’s payment will be pro-
cessed  and paid, subject to the results of administrative checks.

Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRT01800199. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department’s annual report for 2012 has been published.  [52265/13]

05/12/2013WRT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): This Depart-
ment’s 2012 Annual Report was submitted to Government in July 2013.  Following translation, 
the English and Irish versions were posted on the Department’s website and laid before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas in September 2013. 
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05/12/2013WRU00150Coillte Teoranta Lands

05/12/2013WRU00200200. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will follow the example of the Northern Ireland Minister for Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment by giving an undertaking that no Coillte lands will be let, leased or sold in the short 
or longer term to persons or companies seeking to introduce hydraulic fracturing in Ireland.  
[52280/13]

05/12/2013WRU00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as land transactions, are the responsibility of the com-
pany.  While the subject matter of the question, hydraulic fracturing, falls within the remit of 
the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, I understand that the current 
position in relation to hydraulic fracturing or ‘fracking’ is that no applications proposing the use 
of hydraulic fracturing will be considered in Ireland until the results of the research by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency into the potential environmental impacts of unconventional gas 
exploration and exploitation are available and have been considered.  I understand that a report 
in this regard is not expected until 2015.  I also understand that any application proposing the 
use of this technology would be the subject of Environmental Impact Assessment, which must 
consider the all potential environmental impacts.

05/12/2013WRU00350Horticulture Sector

05/12/2013WRU00400201. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the discussion document prepared by Doctor Charlie Spillane, 
formerly of UCC, entitled Plants for the Future – a National e-Consultation on Priorities and 
Opportunities for Plant Research in Ireland  Europe; the reason the report was not taken on 
board by his Department - instead activities such as closing down the Teagasc facility in Kin-
sealy, abolishing Bord Glas, closing down Warrenstown and de-staffing plant and horticultural 
research and education facilities at Kildalton to below 1970s levels have been undertaken - in 
view of the importance of horticulture, and other statements on this issue.  [52303/13]

05/12/2013WRU00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The “Plants 
for the Future” discussion document was produced in 2006 by Professor Charles Spillane, Na-
tional University of Galway with the primary objective of providing Irish input into the devel-
opment of a strategic research agenda for Plant research in Europe. It was based on an e-survey 
consultation that was sent to over 800 stakeholders in Ireland, including officials in my Depart-
ment, from which he received detailed responses from 100 respondents. Following the compila-
tion of this document, it was then disseminated to the stakeholders contacted initially. Further 
information is available at http://www.epsoweb.org/partnerships/plants-for-the-future.

Since then, my Department established the industry based Agri Research Expert Advisory 
Group (AREA), chaired by Matt Dempsey. The AREA group developed a national strategic re-
search agenda for agri-production research entitled ‘Stimulating Sustainable Agricultural Pro-
duction through Research and Innovation’ in 2011. This agenda has guided my Department’s 
last two research calls and contains a chapter dedicated to Crops research.

The question of the continued operation of Teagasc activities in particular locations is an 
operational matter for Teagasc. They have decided that Kinsealy is no longer a strategic centre 
for the organisation given that they also operate from sites in Ashtown and the Botanic Gar-
dens. The move from Kinsealy to Ashtown will allow Teagasc optimize the usage of this Centre 
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where excellent facilities have been developed in recent years. Teagasc believe that they can ad-
equately support the horticultural industry from Ashtown and the Botanic Gardens and through 
closer co-operation with producer clients to undertake specific research at their facilities.

I believe that the horticulture sector benefited from the merger of Bord Glas with Bord Bia 
in 2004. It provided Irish horticulture producers access to the wide network of skilled and pro-
fessional marketing expertise available in Bord Bia offices. The success of this approach is very 
evident in the range of marketing, promotion and development activities that Bord Bia carry 
out in support of and in conjunction with the Horticultural Industry on the domestic and export 
market. An example of this activity is Bord Bia’s annual organisation of Bloom in the Phoenix 
Park which attracts over 100,000 people and is an event that provides an important platform for 
the horticultural industry to exhibit and promote its products and services.

The College of Horticulture in Warrenstown, County Meath was a private college, owned 
and managed by the Salesians of Don Bosco. The decision to close the college in 2009 was 
taken by the College owners following lengthy discussions and consultation between the Trust-
ees and Teagasc. A process was then successfully put in place to transfer Teagasc supported 
staff and education programmes in Warrenstown to the College of Amenity Horticulture in the 
Botanic Gardens. This College is currently being upgraded with new classrooms and student 
accommodation facilities.

New facilities were also opened in Kildalton College in 2009 following a €4m capital in-
vestment. The allocation of staff resources to Kildalton is an operational matter for Teagasc. I 
understand that staffing levels have been static at the College for a number of years.

05/12/2013WRU00525Special Areas of Conservation Designation

05/12/2013WRU00600202. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will clarify the regulations from the EU and or from his Department regarding the fenc-
ing of non-commonage land in special areas of conservation and in special protection areas. 
[52309/13]

05/12/2013WRU00700203. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
criteria applied to retention of single farm payment for lack of fencing on non-commonage land 
in special areas of conservation and special protection areas. [52310/13]

05/12/2013WRU00800204. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will clarify the regulations of the National Parks and Wildlife Service regarding the fencing of 
non-commonage land in special areas of conservation and special protection areas. [52311/13]

05/12/2013WRU00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 202 to 204, inclusive, together.

My Department, in the context of delivering the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme and other area-related schemes, is required to carry out a comprehensive set of 
administrative and on the ground checks to ensure that all scheme requirements are fulfilled 
before any payment issues.

As the Deputy is aware, in the case of exclusively owned land, a permanent fence will nor-
mally define the area to be measured. The fencing requirement is one of a number of measures 
provided for to deter fraudulent claims.

However, the situation may be different in the case of hill land. In such situations, if my 
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Department is satisfied that as the lands in question continue to be actively farmed in the tra-
ditional manner by hill farmers in compliance with the requirements of the EU Regulations 
governing the Direct Payment Scheme, the issue does not arise.

Furthermore applicants, who apply under the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Ar-
eas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes, must adhere to the requirements of the Birds 
Directive (79/409EEC) and the Habitats Directive (92/43EEC).

05/12/2013WRU00950Fish Quotas

05/12/2013WRU01000205. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider allowing an increase in the quota allocated to smaller vessels less than 20 m in the 
sentinel Celtic Sea herring fishery in the weeks prior to Christmas; if he is satisfied the 2011-12 
review resulted in an equitable distribution of Celtic Sea herring quota in view of the influx of 
vessels into the country’s only open-access pelagic fishery in the past two seasons; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [52372/13]

05/12/2013WRU01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Celtic 
Sea herring fishery is a small boat, under 18m, herring fishery operating in a specific herring 
spawning area off the South East Coast known as the Dunmore Box. Following two devastating 
collapses of the Celtic Sea Herring Fishery, the recovery plan identified the special area known 
as the “Dunmore Box” as an important area for herring reproduction. The Sentinel fishery was 
established in order to have a small fishery which would act as a sentinel or  indicator of the 
state of the overall herring stock in the area.

In 2011, I asked the fishing industry and other interested parties to make proposals on the fu-
ture management arrangements for all Irish herring fisheries, the Celtic Sea stock, the stocks off 
the North West coast and the Atlanto Scandian stock. The objective of the review was to deliver 
a policy which would ensure an economically and biologically sustainable fishery. I received 
over 20 sets of proposals and comments in relation to herring stocks management. It was very 
clear from these documents that there was no agreement within the industry as to how the future 
herring fishing opportunities should be managed.  I asked my Department to examine the pro-
posals received and to prepare for me a number of options, which as far as practically possible, 
took the views of stakeholders into account while delivering proper and effective management.

On 22 December 2011, I published a draft policy document on the matter which I believe 
met the objectives to the greatest extent possible. I consulted and met industry regarding the 
draft policy and again there was no consensus.

Having considered all views and having regard to the sustainability of the fisheries, I came 
to a decision which I believe provides for the proper and effective management and conserva-
tion and rational exploitation of the herring stocks.  The review increased the proportion of the 
overall  proportion of fish which could be caught in the sentinel fishery from 8% to 11%. The 
outcome of the rebuilding plan has meant that the overall Celtic Sea herring quota has increased 
from a low of 6,000 tonnes in 2009 to a possible quota of over 19,000t for 2014. In real terms 
this means that between the review and rebuilding plan there will be an increase in quota for the 
Sentinel fishery from 480t in 2009 to a possible 2090t in 2014.

The decisions I made during the review were based on a clear, detailed and objective as-
sessment of the fisheries in recent years and is intended to ensure the long term sustainability 
of the herring fisheries, which I believe it is delivering and I do not intend to revisit this policy.
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05/12/2013WRU01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/12/2013WRU01200206. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding disadvantaged areas money in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52453/13]

05/12/2013WRU01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 9 May 
2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of the schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection. This inspection has been completed and the results finalised.

Payment of the advance payment under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme issued to the 
nominated bank account of the person named on 25 November 2013, with the balancing pay-
ment under this scheme having issued on 2 December 2013. Payment under the 2013 Disadvan-
taged Areas Scheme issued on 28 November 2013.

05/12/2013WRU01350Early Child Care Education

05/12/2013WRU01400207. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will address the issues raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding the early childhood 
care and education scheme; if she will ensure that the payment is expedited; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [52233/13]

05/12/2013WRU01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme provides for a free pre-school year to all eligible 
children in the year before they commence primary school.

In the region of 4,300 childcare services are participating in the ECCE programme and sub-
mit enrolment details for approximately 68,000 children to my Department at the commence-
ment of the academic year.  The enrolment details include the child’s PPS number which is veri-
fied with the Department of Social Protection (DSP) to ensure the eligibility of each applicant.  
In cases where the PPS number or the date of birth submitted is incorrect, further evidence of 
the correct details is requested from the childcare service.

The details provided for the child referred to by the Deputy were not verified by the DSP and 
it was necessary to request additional information from the service provider.  This information 
has been received and processed and I understand that the payment issued on 3 December 2013.

05/12/2013WRU01550Adoption Records Provision

05/12/2013WRU01600208. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question Nos. 564 and 569 of 26 November 2013, in which she outlined that she 
would not have an audit of all adopted files carried out to ascertain information on illegal adop-
tions, her plans to deal with this urgent issue.  [52249/13]

05/12/2013WRU01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I intend strength-
ening the legislative provisions regarding maintenance and access to adoption records in the 
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forthcoming Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill.  An important aspect of the proposed 
legislation relates to responsibility for adoption records. The intention is that the Bill is to pro-
vide that either the Adoption Authority, the HSE or an accredited body may hold adoption re-
cords, with the Authority having overall charge of those records. It is intended that the Bill will 
provide for the Adoption Authority to be responsible for providing access to adoption records, 
in accordance with the provisions of the Bill. The Bill will provide for the Adoption Authority 
to establish and maintain a National Index of Adoption Records, the purpose of which is to help 
an applicant for adoption information to identify the location of his or her adoption records.

A number of religious orders have transferred or are in the process of transferring files from 
their Mother and Baby Homes and Adoption Societies to the HSE.  The HSE is in the process 
of amalgamating these files and reorganising the information and tracing system to allocate 
social work resources country wide in a way that will allow for reduced waiting times across 
the country.

In consultation with the Adoption Authority and the HSE, my Department is examining 
legislative and administrative options in relation to accessing records which may exist.

05/12/2013WRV00150Youth Cafés Expenditure

05/12/2013WRV00200209. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when she expects 
a final decision to be made by Pobal on the awarding of the €1 million fund available from her 
Department for the start up of new youth cafes; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[52253/13]

05/12/2013WRV00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector.  

Total funding of €1.75m has been provided to my Department for a new capital funding 
programme for 2013 to support projects in the youth services, including new Youth Cafés.  Po-
bal is assisting my Department with the application and evaluation process for the Youth Cafés 
scheme.

Some 95 applications for support under the scheme have been received.  The evaluation 
process has been completed and details of the funding allocations to individual projects for the 
support of new youth cafés will be announced shortly.

05/12/2013WRV00350Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRV00400210. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her Depart-
ment’s annual report for 2012 has been published.  [52267/13]

05/12/2013WRV00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department’s 
Annual Report for 2012 has been laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and is available on 
my Department’s website www.dcya.gov.ie.

05/12/2013WRV00550Child Poverty
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05/12/2013WRV00600211. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when a de-
cision will issue on an application under the area-based response to Child Poverty Programme 
2013-2016 (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [52319/13]

05/12/2013WRV00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Last week, with 
my colleague the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade Mr. Eamonn Gilmore 
T.D., I announced that an additional nine areas have been selected to enter the design stage of 
the Area-Based Childhood (ABC) Programme 2013-2016, in line with a key Programme for 
Government commitment.  

This brings the total number of areas that will participate in the ABC programme to 13, as 
three existing projects which participated in a forerunner Prevention and Early Intervention 
Programme (PEIP) in Tallaght, Ballymun and Darndale were approved for entry earlier this 
year and a further project, linked to the existing ‘Preparing for Life’ project in Darndale, is also 
being included.

The evaluation process, which included consideration of 50 proposals, was undertaken by 
a Working Group of the Project Team which was set up in February of this year to oversee the 
implementation of the new programme.  The Project Team is chaired by my Department and in-
cludes representatives from seven other Government Departments, our co-funders The Atlantic 
Philanthropies as well as two organisations, Pobal and the Centre for Effective Services, which 
have been designated to manage the programme on behalf of my Department.

Under the evaluation process, the Galway Early Education proposal was not deemed to have 
scored sufficiently highly against the programme criteria to be invited to proceed at this point 
to the next stage of development and design work.  While the ranking was good, it was not, 
I regret, sufficiently high to be among the proposals selected in what was a very competitive 
process.  The conclusions of the Project Team have been noted by the Government.

As the Galway Early Education proposal was one of a number that showed promise against 
the criteria set for the programme, my Department has invited Galway Early Education  to con-
tinue to work in association with it by participating in a mentoring programme in the implemen-
tation of evidence-based programmes to improve outcomes for children and young people.  My 
Department will develop the mentoring programme during 2014 in conjunction with the Centre 
for Effective Services and will be in contact with Galway Early Education then.

05/12/2013WRV00750Children in Care

05/12/2013WRV00800212. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 has been informed by the authorities of the reason their 
children have been placed in care; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [52408/13]

05/12/2013WRV00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The HSE ad-
vised that as this case is subject to legal proceedings and the in camera rule, it is not appropriate 
to comment any further on the specific aspects of the case. The HSE will work closely with 
the family, ensuring that all views are considered in order to achieve the best outcome for the 
children.

05/12/2013WRV00950Medical Card Data

05/12/2013WRV01000213. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
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tions Nos. 524 of 8 October 2013, 137, 138, 133 and 168 of 16 October 2013, and 193 and 194 
of 17 October 2013, when replies will issue; the reason for the delay in view of the fact that 
all questions were listed before 18 October last; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52240/13]

05/12/2013WRV01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Responses to PQs 
No. 524 (41832/13), No. 133 (43725/13) and  No. 138 (43738/13) have recently issued to the 
Deputy. I have sought updates on the status of the outstanding responses and will revert imme-
diately to the Deputy once these responses have been received. 

05/12/2013WRV01150Substance Misuse

05/12/2013WRV01200214. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that as many pubs are only surviving because they sell food and close at 2.30 p.m. 
this will cost jobs. [52245/13]

05/12/2013WRV01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government recently approved an ex-
tensive package of measures to deal with alcohol misuse to be incorporated in a Public Health 
(Alcohol) Bill. These measures are based on the recommendations contained in the Steering 
Group Report on a National Substance Misuse Strategy, 2012.  The package of measures to 
be implemented will include provision for: minimum unit pricing for alcohol products; the 
regulation of advertising and marketing of alcohol; structural separation of alcohol from other 
products in mixed trading outlets; health labelling of alcohol products; and regulation of sports 
sponsorship.

There are no measures proposed to alter the current opening hours regime.

Work on developing a framework for the necessary Department of Health legislation is 
continuing.

05/12/2013WRV01350Health Services Expenditure

05/12/2013WRV01400215. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the amount of money that was 
cut from CRC in Clontarf, Dublin 3 in the past three years.  [52248/13]

05/12/2013WRV01500232. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the State funding provided 
to the Central Remedial Clinic for the past five years; if he will provide a breakdown of the way 
this funding has been spent between staff costs and other costs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [52367/13]

05/12/2013WRV01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 215 and 232 together.

Voluntary/non statutory service providers such as the Central Remedial Clinic have a long 
history of providing health and personal social services in Ireland. The primary legal frame-
work under which the Health Service Executive provides financial support to voluntary/non-
statutory providers is set out in the Health Act 2004, which enables the HSE to enter into ar-
rangements for the provision of a health or personal social service on behalf of the Executive. 
The HSE has developed a formalised national governance framework to manage the funding 
provided to organisations such as the Central Remedial Clinic through annual Standard Service 
Arrangements.
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I have arranged for the questions of the Deputies to be referred to the HSE and asked that 
the Executive reply directly to the Deputies.

05/12/2013WRV01650Health Services

05/12/2013WRV01700216. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the safety concerns of staff working at Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown on exiting and 
entering the hospital during the hours of darkness; if he will ask the hospital management to 
provide better lighting at the rear entrance to the hospital to address these concerns; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [52255/13]

05/12/2013WRV01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/12/2013WRV01850Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRV01900217. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if his Department’s annual report 
for 2012 has been published.  [52274/13]

05/12/2013WRV02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of Health’s Annual Report is 
at final draft stage and will be published on the Department’s website shortly.

Health Services Staff Remuneration

05/12/2013WRW00200218. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health if any person in either Waterford 
Regional Hospital or any other Health Service Executive operated institution within Waterford 
city and county has been in receipt of any top up payments similar to those currently being 
reported in the media; if so which institution; the member of staff that has received the top up 
payment; where the associated additional funds have come from; his views on officially ap-
pointed members of staff receiving top up such payments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [52299/13]

05/12/2013WRW00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Arising from the HIQA report on Tallaght 
Hospital in 2012 which noted that a number of senior staff had been in receipt of remuneration 
in addition to the approved rates for their posts, my Department requested the HSE to take steps 
to ensure that similar payments were not being made in other agencies funded under Section 
38 of the 2004 Health Act.  The HSE’s Internal Audit Directorate undertook a detailed review 
of remuneration in these agencies.  This review was concluded in March 2013 and identified a 
significant number of cases in which senior personnel were in receipt of additional payments 
outside the terms of the approved pay scales. The agencies which were audited are voluntary 
hospitals and disability organisations and the audit does not relate to employees of the HSE.  

On 27 September 2013 my Department issued a pay policy, prepared following consulta-
tion with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, to the HSE.  This policy, which 
reflects Government policy on senior public service pay generally, makes it clear that health 
service bodies, including the HSE, may not supplement approved rates of remuneration with 
Exchequer funding or non-Exchequer sources of funding. 

As the issues raised in relation to Waterford are service matters this aspect of the Deputy’s 
question has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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05/12/2013WRW00350Hospital Charges

05/12/2013WRW00400219. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health regarding Waterford Regional 
Hospital car parking facilities, the amount  annually that has been collected in the past five years 
from 2008 to 2012, inclusive; the person or company that operates the car parking facilities and 
where these funds are allocated; if they are reinvested in the hospital itself; if so, in which areas; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52300/13]

05/12/2013WRW00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Hospitals Funding

05/12/2013WRW00600220. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he or his Department have 
agreed any capital investment in the three Dublin children’s hospitals in the near future; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [52307/13]

05/12/2013WRW00700221. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if any of three Dublin children’s 
hospitals have applied for assistance or clearance for any capital developments in their hospi-
tals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52308/13]

05/12/2013WRW00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 220 and 221 
together.

Delivery of healthcare infrastructure is a service matter.  Therefore, the Deputy’s questions 
have been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

05/12/2013WRW00900222. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
on trolleys in Galway University Hospital each day during the past 30 days; the way this com-
pares to the same 30 days in 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52317/13]

05/12/2013WRW01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Medical Card Delays

05/12/2013WRW01100223. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [52321/13]

05/12/2013WRW01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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05/12/2013WRW01250Hospital Charges

05/12/2013WRW01300224. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the annual rents that have 
been paid to Beaumont Hospital for each of the past five years by the third party car park opera-
tors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52323/13]

05/12/2013WRW01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Medical Card Data

05/12/2013WRW01500225. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the amount of money he ex-
pects the Health Service Executive and his Department to achieve in savings from medical card 
probity for 2014; if that number has changed from budget day in view of media reports; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [52326/13]

05/12/2013WRW01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The €113 million 
savings target under medical card probity was agreed by Government as part of the package 
of Budget 2014 measures. The Secretaries General of the Departments of Health, Public Ex-
penditure & Reform, and an Taoiseach are undertaking a validation exercise of this target. The 
HSE’s National Service Plan for 2014, which Minister Reilly is now reviewing,  includes the 
implementation of this measure.

05/12/2013WRW01650Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

05/12/2013WRW01700226. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ask the board 
of the Central Remedial Clinic to resign in view of the top-ups scandal; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [52327/13]

05/12/2013WRW01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment is determined to ensure that public pay policy is respected and complied with across the 
health service including the Central Remedial Clinic. Governance arrangements for the Central 
Remedial Clinic are a matter for the organisation itself and the Minister has no role or function 
in appointing members to its board.

05/12/2013WRX00075Health Services Staff Remuneration

05/12/2013WRX00100227. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the actions his Department 
or the Health Service Executive are taking in view of the top-up culture for senior managers in 
the health service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52328/13]

05/12/2013WRX00200240. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when his Department was first 
informed of the payment of top-ups at the Central Remedial Clinic; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [52439/13]

05/12/2013WRX00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 227 and 240 
together.

Arising from the HIQA report on Tallaght Hospital in 2012 which noted that a number of 
senior staff had been in receipt of remuneration in addition to the approved rates for their posts, 
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my Department requested the HSE to take steps to ensure that similar payments were not being 
made in other agencies funded under Section 38 of the 2004 Health Act.  On foot of this, on 21 
May 2012 the HSE wrote to all Section 38 organisations, seeking comprehensive information 
on any supplementary payments being made to senior managers within their organisations.  In 
early June 2012 the HSE informally briefed my Department on the initial responses received.  
Among the information conveyed in that context was that the CRC had indicated that the CEO 
of the organisation was in receipt of substantial payments in excess of the approved salary for 
the post.  Following analysis of the organisations’ responses, the HSE’s Internal Audit Director-
ate was requested to examine in detail the nature of any supplementary remuneration arrange-
ments in Section 38 agencies and the extent to which these were the subject of official approval. 

The HSE has robustly and effectively investigated all the relevant matters and, with the sup-
port of my Department, will take all necessary steps to ensure compliance with Government 
pay policy.  The HSE will furnish me with further progress reports in due course following full 
and fair procedures.

05/12/2013WRX00350Estimates Process

05/12/2013WRX00400228. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the amount he expects the 
budget deficit to be for his Department and for the Health Service Executive for 2013; his views 
on whether a Supplementary Estimate is needed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[52329/13]

05/12/2013WRX00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE is reporting a gross deficit of €119m 
to the end of September.  This compares to a figure of €399m at the same period last year.  The 
September National Performance Assurance Report is indicating a projected end year direct 
services deficit of around €105m.  This deficit is in respect of core services and does not include 
projected deficits in respect of PCRS, Private Health Insurance Income, and shortfalls in sav-
ings under the Haddington Road Agreement. 

Whilst it is anticipated that there will be some surplus on the Capital side, it is clear that 
the health sector will require a Supplementary Estimate in 2013, the Exchequer effect of which 
will be offset by any saving on the Vote of the Department of Health.  The amount required is 
currently being finalised in discussions between my Department, the HSE and the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform.

05/12/2013WRX00550Departmental Staff Data

05/12/2013WRX00600229. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the number of staff seconded 
from the Department of the Taoiseach and other Departments to his Department and the Health 
Service Executive; their roles and responsibilities; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [52330/13]

05/12/2013WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are no staff currently seconded to my 
Department from the Department of the Taoiseach.  As regards other Departments, there is one 
statistician from the Central Statistics Office currently working in my Department on a second-
ment basis.  However there are a number of staff currently seconded/temporarily transferred to 
my Department from other Offices/Health Agencies including the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Health Service Executive and the Health Information and Quality Authority. 

With regard to the Health Service Executive, they have been asked to collate the data sought 
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as soon as possible and it will be provided directly to the Deputy by them when available.

05/12/2013WRX00750Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

05/12/2013WRX00800230. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the long-term 
illness scheme, with a view to including the condition of Nephrotic syndrome (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52343/13]

05/12/2013WRX00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are no plans 
to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.  Under the Drug 
Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the 
cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medi-
cal services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the as-
sessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred 
by an individual or a family.  Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to 
avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of general practice consultation.

05/12/2013WRX00950Cancer Screening Programmes

05/12/2013WRX01000231. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 193 of 27 November 2013, the course of action open to CervicalCheck patients who 
are asked for their insurance details by a consultant in a colposcopy service; and if he will ar-
range to provide clarification to all consultants in this service regarding same.  [52350/13]

05/12/2013WRX01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As outlined in the reply to Parliamentary 
Question No. 193 of 27 November 2013, the CervicalCheck screening programmes is offered 
free of charge to all patients.  This includes CervicalCheck colposcopy services which are 
operated through out-patient departments in 15 hospitals.  Women attending CervicalCheck 
colposcopy services are not charged for out-patient department services unless it is their choice 
to attend a consultant privately.  The HSE’s National Cancer Screening Service has assured me 
that all hospitals and colposcopy services who are involved in the CervicalCheck programme 
are fully aware of this.   

While it may be the practice at individual hospitals to ask out-patient department attendees 
for private health insurance details when personal details are being collected, patients attend-
ing for CervicalCheck colposcopy are not required to provide such details unless they so wish.

Question No. 232 answered with Question No. 215.

05/12/2013WRX01250HSE Staff Remuneration

05/12/2013WRX01300233. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the salaries, bonuses and 
top-ups for pension schemes paid to senior executives of the Health Service Executive since its 
foundation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52369/13]

05/12/2013WRX01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.



5 December 2013

219

05/12/2013WRX01450Medical Card Applications

05/12/2013WRX01500234. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if an application for a medi-
cal card will be reviewed in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [52392/13]

05/12/2013WRX01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/12/2013WRX01650Nursing Home Services

05/12/2013WRX01700235. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the current 
waiting list for admission under the fair deal nursing home scheme and the current average 
waiting time; if he will confirm that all persons on the waiting list have been medically assessed 
as requiring full-time nursing home care; if he will ensure that the 2014 budget for the scheme 
is at a very minimum maintained, in view of this waiting list; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [52409/13]

05/12/2013WRX01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The first stage 
in the application process for the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is a care needs assessment.  
This identifies whether or not long-term nursing home care is the most appropriate option for 
the particular individual, or whether they can be supported to continue living at home.  There-
fore, every individual on the placement list has been assessed as needing long-term nursing 
home care.  On 18 November there were 184 people on the placement list for the Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme.  At that stage it was taking 7 days for funding to issue, from the date 
that the person was first placed on the list. 

As the Deputy is aware, the total amounts available to fund health services in 2014 will be 
considerably lower than for this year.  Accordingly, all expenditure headings are being scruti-
nised.  The funding that is available must be balanced across all of the various service areas 
in a way that achieves the best possible outcomes for the greatest number of service users and 
prioritises areas of greatest need as far as possible.  The needs of our older people are, and will 
remain, a very high priority for me and for the Government, and the resources that ultimately 
are available will be applied to provide the best possible mix of supports and services.

Services for People with Disabilities

05/12/2013WRY00200236. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if specific provision will be 
made in the 2014 disability services programme to assist deaf persons with an intellectual dis-
ability in residential and community care environments; his views on the level of sign language 
fluency among staff in such environments; if there is a minimum qualification in sign language 
required to work with deaf persons with an intellectual disability; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [52412/13]

05/12/2013WRY00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
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Service Executive National Service Plan for 2014 was submitted to Minister Reilly on Monday 
25th November and is under consideration at present. The National Service Plan is prepared 
in accordance with the Health Acts and outlines the type and volume of health and personal 
services including acute hospitals, ambulance, primary care, mental health, older people and 
disability services. A breakdown of condition-specific provisions such as intellectual disability 
or deaf/hard of hearing services within the Disability Services Programme is not included in 
annual National Service Plans. I am not aware of staff ratios or qualifications required in sign 
language to work with deaf/hard of hearing people with an intellectual disability. Each indi-
vidual circumstance would dictate the need and availability of financial resources, personnel 
resources, qualifications and training.

I published the National Disability Strategy Implementation Plan at the end of July. The 
publication of the Plan, a commitment in the Programme for Government, is a significant step 
forward in ensuring progress is achieved in implementing the National Disability Strategy over 
the next three years. Last week I chaired a meeting between representatives of the deaf com-
munity and the National Disability Strategy Implementation Group on the promotion of Irish 
Sign Language in the public services.  I can assure the Deputy that the issues raised will be 
considered as part of the on-going implementation of the National Disability Strategy.

Departmental Staff Data

05/12/2013WRY00400237. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of WTE and staff 
employed within his Department with a direct role in communications and-or public relations 
for either internal or external consumption; the number of consultancies and total cost for such 
services sourced outside of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[52432/13]

05/12/2013WRY00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There is a total of 7 WTE staff in my De-
partment who have a direct role in communications and public relations. There have been no 
consultancies engaged to date in 2013 in respect of these functions.

Departmental Staff Data

05/12/2013WRY00600238. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of WTE and staff 
employed within the Health Service Executive with a direct role in communications and-or 
public relations for either internal or external consumption; the number of consultancies and 
total cost for such services sourced outside of the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [52433/13]

05/12/2013WRY00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Staff

05/12/2013WRY00800239. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason nurses in ac-
cident and emergency who have been there for two years or more are being made to sign new 
contracts every two weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52437/13]

05/12/2013WRY00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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Question No. 240 answered with Question No. 227.

Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

05/12/2013WRY01100241. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the Health Service Execu-
tive was first informed of the payment of top-ups at the Central Remedial Clinic; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [52440/13]

05/12/2013WRY01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Medical Card Applications

05/12/2013WRY01300242. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [52452/13]

05/12/2013WRY01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Medical Card Applications

05/12/2013WRY01500243. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [52454/13]

05/12/2013WRY01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Hospital Accommodation Provision

05/12/2013WRY01700244. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when the remaining beds 
in Kenmare Community Hospital will be opened; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52455/13]

05/12/2013WRY01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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05/12/2013WRZ00150Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

05/12/2013WRZ00200245. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [52461/13]

05/12/2013WRZ00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy 
is aware, the total amounts available to fund health services in 2014 will be considerably lower 
than for this year. Accordingly, all expenditure headings are being scrutinised. The funding that 
is available must be balanced across all of the various service areas in a way that achieves the 
best possible outcomes for the greatest number of service users and prioritises areas of greatest 
need as far as possible. 

The needs of our older people are, and will remain, a very high priority for me and for the 
Government, and the resources that ultimately are available will be applied to provide the best 
possible mix of supports and services.

05/12/2013WRZ00350Industrial Relations

05/12/2013WRZ00400246. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
explain the status of the personal letter of guarantee received from the Government in 1990 
by TEAM Aer Lingus workers, which was subsequently upheld by both the High Court and 
Supreme Court; and the action he purposes to take in view of the repudiation of these letters.  
[52229/13]

05/12/2013WRZ00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The arrangements 
agreed between Aer Lingus and those workers who transferred to TEAM Aer Lingus in 1990 are 
a matter for the company.     

The matter has been the subject of extensive litigation to which the State is not a party. On 
this basis it would be inappropriate for me to comment further. 

05/12/2013WRZ00550Public Service Obligation Services

05/12/2013WRZ00600247. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the National 
Transport Agency will consider a PSO bus route between Kinsale and Bandon to facilitate the 
increasing demand for further education courses at Kinsale from Bandon residents and to con-
nect the two towns in view of the large number of tourists who visit Kinsale; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [52237/13]

05/12/2013WRZ00700248. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will con-
firm the current and future plans for a rural transport bus route operating between the towns of 
Kinsale and Bandon, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52238/13]

05/12/2013WRZ00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 247 and 248 together.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for securing the provision of 
public bus transport services, including Public Service Obligation (PSO) services and services 
under the Rural Transport Programme. I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the 
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NTA for direct reply.  Will the Deputy please advise my private office if he does not receive a 
reply within ten working days.

05/12/2013WRZ00850Sports Capital Programme Applications

05/12/2013WRZ00900249. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 185 of 28 November 2013, given that a club (details supplied) in 
County Kerry was considered for funding under major regional projects, if he will now priori-
tise and award a sports capital grant to this club in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [52247/13]

05/12/2013WRZ01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring):  The 2012 Sports Capital Programme has closed and all available funds have been allo-
cated.  Unfortunately, the application from the club referred to by the Deputy was unsuccessful 
as were almost 500 other valid applications. All clubs and sports organisations with suitable 
projects will be free to apply under the next round of the Sports Capital Programme.

05/12/2013WRZ01050Departmental Reports

05/12/2013WRZ01100250. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment’s annual report for 2012 has been published.  [52279/13]

05/12/2013WRZ01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Departments 
2012 Annual Report is published on my Department’s website at the following link http://www.
dttas.ie/corporate/publications/english/annual-report-2012.    

05/12/2013WRZ01250Cycling Facilities Funding

05/12/2013WRZ01300251. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide the necessary funding to Kerry County Council and South Kerry Development Partner-
ship to develop the greenway between Glenbeigh and Caherciveen, County Kerry, old railway 
line; if he will take into consideration that this iconic route on the Ring of Kerry boasts some 
of the world’s most spectacular scenery and has the potential to attract thousands of visitors to 
the county, creating hundreds of jobs; if he will make provision for the inclusion of ducting to 
bring the much needed high-speed broadband into south Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [52347/13]

05/12/2013WRZ01400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The proposal to develop a cycleway between Glenbeigh and Cahirciveen is one of 38 
proposals from 28 local authorities submitted to my Department under the recent National 
Cycle Network funding call 2014-2016.  €6.5 million has been set aside by my Department for 
the delivery of a small number of world class cycleways, or phases of cycleways, over the three 
year period of the programme.

The proposals received are currently being examined by an assessment panel comprising 
officials from my Department, the National Transport Authority, the National Trails Office and 
Fáilte Ireland.  The projects will be assessed against the criteria set out in the funding call as part 
of a competitive process. I expect the panel to be in position to present their initial findings by 
year end with the successful projects to be announced by the end of January 2014.
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It’s worth noting that Kerry County Council already received funding of €50,000 from my 
Department in June this year under the National Cycle Network Seed Finance Scheme.  This 
funding was used to appoint specialist engineering consultants to carry out a structural assess-
ment as well as a geotechnical assessment of the ground conditions on the elevated sections of 
the proposed route. 

The provision of ducting for broadband is not within my remit but is more appropriate to my 
colleague, the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.

05/12/2013WRZ01450Public Transport

05/12/2013WRZ01500252. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way 
his Department plans to improve the reliability and frequency of Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann 
services; the current statistics as to Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann punctuality; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [52449/13]

05/12/2013WRZ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Dublin Bus and Bus 
Eireann.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Will the Deputy 
please advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/12/2013WRZ01650Road Improvement Schemes

05/12/2013WRZ01700253. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the surfacing of the road through Sneem village in County Kerry; the pro-
posed funding that will be made available to do this work; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [52456/13]

05/12/2013WRZ01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.     

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct re-
ply.  Will the Deputy please advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 
working days.


