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         Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

04/12/2013WRA00350Wind Energy Generation

04/12/2013WRA0040010. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he is considering enhancing the role of community owned wind farm projects 
in the State; the assistance the State can provide to try to encourage buy-in by local communi-
ties to help develop overall wind capacity in the State through a consent-based approach; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [51627/13]

04/12/2013WRA00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The transition to a sustainable, low carbon, energy system is central to Government energy 
policy.  Implementation of this policy, as well as delivering substantial environmental benefits, 
is securing significant economic benefits for the State and our citizens.  For example, the wind 
energy sector employs around 3,400 people in Ireland. In addition, the SEAI estimates that 
€255 million in gas imports was avoided by wind energy in 2012 alone.  Wind energy accounts 
for the largest proportion of our renewable energy resource.  The development of wind energy 
projects must take account of the concerns of local communities in relation to the potential 
impacts of such projects in their areas.  A range of measures are being taken in this regard. 
The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, in conjunction with my 
Department and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), is undertaking a targeted 
review of the Wind Energy Planning Guidelines to address key issues such as noise (including 
separation distance) and shadow flicker.  I understand draft revised guidelines will be issued 
for public consultation in the next week or so, with a view to revised guidelines being in place 
from mid-2014.  I have clearly stated my view that renewable energy developers must ensure 
that they undertake effective and timely communication from the initiation of projects right 
through to commissioning and operation.  It is essential that local communities are engaged and 
consulted on an on-going basis. 

Such an approach is of course also necessary in the development of community wind farms. 
I agree with the Deputy that there is real potential for wind farms to be developed and owned 
by local communities which would make an important contribution to improving public ac-
ceptance of the technology, and to ensuring benefits are delivered directly to the community in 
which a wind generation facility is located. 

SEAI has taken a number of initiatives aimed at fostering social acceptance of wind energy 
and the development of community wind farms.  The report commissioned by the SEAI “To 
Catch the Wind: the potential for Community Ownership of Wind Farms in Ireland”, provides 
a template for development of community wind farms.  More recently, SEAI has commissioned 
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research which will include guidance on the financial models for the execution of community 
wind energy projects.  This research is nearing completion.  All of this work develops the re-
source available to communities wishing to develop their own wind farms and avail of existing 
market supports such as the REFIT scheme and the European Agriculture Fund for Rural De-
velopment, to which community wind farm project developers may apply through the regional 
Leadership Partnerships.  

04/12/2013WRA00550Sale of State Assets

04/12/2013WRA0060011. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources his views on the current situation regarding the sale of Bord Gáis Energy. 
[51566/13]

04/12/2013WRA0070013. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to sell Bord Gáis Energy in the future despite the final bids being lower than 
he expected; his views on whether extending the deadline would have any impact on the value 
of any bids; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51688/13]

04/12/2013WRA00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 11 and 13 together.

As I announced on 27 November, I have confirmed to Bord Gáis Éireann that none of the 
final bids received for the Bord Gáis Energy business are at an acceptable value at the pres-
ent time.  This decision was based on the advice I received that the current bids are not a fair 
reflection of the strength and potential of the Bord Gáis Energy business.  As the Deputies may 
be aware, the Gas Regulation Bill recently completed its passage through the Oireachtas.  The 
purpose of this Bill is to provide for the restructuring of Bord Gáis Éireann, including the sale 
of the Bord Gáis Energy business.  In the course of the debates on this Bill, several Deputies 
questioned whether the State should proceed with the sale of the Bord Gáis Energy business and 
whether the sale would amount to a fire sale of assets. I have on several occasions reiterated to 
this House that there would be no fire sale and that disposals would be undertaken only when 
market conditions are right. 

The decision not to proceed with the current bids for the Bord Gáis Energy business under-
lines my commitment and reflects my resolve to ensure that the State achieves value from the 
State asset disposal process. 

The sale process was led by Bord Gáis Éireann and overseen by a Government Steering 
Group which included officials from my Department, the Departments of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and Finance, and the NewERA unit of the NTMA.  I am advised that the process 
was conducted in a professional, open and transparent manner.  The sale process has been un-
derway for over six months, with every effort made to achieve an acceptable value for the Bord 
Gáis Energy business. It was ensured that all bidders had ample time to submit their final offers.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and I will now consider options for the 
the Bord Gáis Energy business.  The enactment of the Gas Regulation Bill keeps all options 
open, including a future sale of the company which would require this enabling legislation. 
My Department, along with NewERA, will work with BGÉ to ensure continued investment in 
and development of Bord Gáis Energy, which is a growing and successful business, while also 
completing the separation of Bord Gáis Networks and Bord Gáis Energy as required by the EU 
Gas Market Directive.   
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04/12/2013WRA00850Electricity Transmission Network

04/12/2013WRA0090012. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will define the consultation means in the context of overhead pylons, in view 
of the fact that the decision has been made in many instances.  [51672/13]

04/12/2013WRA0100022. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if, in the face of massive public opposition he will consider at least the partial under-
grounding of the EirGrid cable network. [51690/13]

04/12/2013WRA01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 12 and 22 together.

In the Government Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of Transmission and Other 
Energy Infrastructure of July 2012, the imperative for the State companies, and all developers 
of energy projects, of early, transparent engagement and consultation with local communities 
and stakeholder was emphasised. 

It is expected by Government that EirGrid will undertake objective and authoritative analy-
sis, thorough impact assessments and wide ranging pre-planning consultation in arriving at 
optimal routes, technology choice, design and costings for the projects concerned.

I am aware that EirGrid have been engaging in a comprehensive process in regard to the 
Grid Link project.  EirGrid’s consultations have involved opening five regional information 
centres at Midleton, Carlow, New Ross, Carrick-on-Suir, and Kilcullen, a lo-call project in-
formation telephone line, local radio advertising, and national and local print advertising.  I 
understand that thirty-three open days were held within the project area over the last 16 months 
and that since autumn 2012, the Grid Link Project team has visited marts, shopping centres and 
agricultural shows, attending over 120 events to date where thousands of stakeholders have 
engaged with the team. 

I am also aware that EirGrid’s report on Stage 1 of Grid West identified a number of route 
corridor options for the new line.  Eirgrid recently announced the Emerging Preferred Route 
Corridor following extensive consultation on 16 potential route corridors. EirGrid have held 
five open days in October in Moygownagh, Ballaghaderreen, Swinford, Foxford and Carrick-
on-Shannon to discuss the preferred route.  Residents from the project area were invited to view 
maps of the route corridor options, and to provide feedback on any constraints near or on the 
corridors.  EirGrid has also taken observations and feedback at a project information centre in 
Linenhall Street, Castlebar.  The preferred route will be the subject of further public consulta-
tion between now and spring 2014. 

The current consultation process is a key opportunity for public input as no decisions have 
been made regarding the final routes of these electricity lines.  EirGrid has stated that it will 
fully take on board information and views in relation to the projects which are still at an early 
stage.  Ultimately, it will fall to An Bord Pleanála to determine whether the views expressed 
have been adequately taken into account in the final project design. 

The Government does not seek to direct the energy infrastructure developers to particular 
sites or routes or technologies as was made clear in the 2012 Government Policy Statement. 
That Statement emphasises that these are matters for the developers and for the forward plan-
ning process through regional and local development plans and at project level through the 
development management process.  The Government does, however, require EirGrid to take 
account of all relevant national and international standards, to follow best practice and ensure 
value for money. 
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EirGrid has confirmed that its planning applications will have to include a published formal 
assessment of the available alternatives as regards each project, for consideration by An Bord 
Pleanála.

Conventional overhead line is still the most common solution adopted both worldwide and 
in Europe. In excess of 95% of high voltage transmission lines are overhead in Europe and 
construction of 400kV overhead lines is continuing in all EU countries.

Question No. 13 answered with Question No. 11.

04/12/2013WRA01150Wind Energy Generation

04/12/2013WRA0120014. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on Irish wind energy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46204/13]

04/12/2013WRA01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The overarching objective of the Government’s energy policy is to ensure secure and sustain-
able supplies of competitively priced energy to all consumers.  Ireland is currently heavily 
reliant on imported fossil fuels to meet our energy needs.  While it is acknowledged that fossil 
fuels will remain part of the energy mix for some time to come, progress is being made towards 
increasing the share of renewable energy in our energy requirements.  The 2009 EU Renewable 
Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of meeting 16% of our energy requirements 
from renewable sources by 2020. In order to meet this target, Ireland is committed to meeting 
40% of electricity demand from renewable sources.  Provisional figures for 2012 indicate that 
19.6% of Ireland’s electricity demand was met by renewables.  To date wind energy has been 
the largest driver of growth in renewable electricity, contributing most towards the achievement 
of the 2020 target.  In 2012, 15.3% of Ireland’s electricity demand was met by wind genera-
tion. At the end of quarter three this year, the total amount of renewable generation connected 
to the grid was over 2,100 MW.  It is estimated that a total of between 3,500 and 4,000 MW 
of onshore renewable generation capacity will be required to allow Ireland to meet its 40% 
renewable electricity target.  Currently, approximately 3,000 MW of renewable generation has 
taken up connection offers under the Gate 3 grid connection programme.  The primary support 
mechanisms for renewable electricity in Ireland are the Renewable Energy Feed-in Tariff (RE-
FIT) schemes. In order to facilitate the rate of build of renewable generation capacity required 
to meet the 2020 target, a number of changes to the REFIT 1 and 2 schemes were introduced 
in 2013.  Ireland’s excellent renewable energy potential can also be developed for export.  Ex-
pert advice and evidence shows that Ireland has the capability to achieve its national target for 
renewable electricity from onshore renewable generation alone, with capacity to spare.  This 
means that there is potential for projects of scale, both onshore and offshore, that are aimed at 
the export market.  Work is progressing well on negotiating an Inter-Governmental Agreement 
between Ireland and the United Kingdom for the export of renewable energy from Ireland to 
Great Britain. 

One of the key requirements for proposals of a significant scale for wind energy export will 
be the achievement of the necessary planning consents in Ireland. Planning permission for such 
projects, which will be determined by An Bord Pleanála, must await the putting in place of a 
clear national planning policy framework and I have asked my Department to prepare such a 
framework.  The Renewable Energy Export Policy and Development framework, which will 
be developed over the next 12 to 15 months, will provide the opportunity to integrate relevant 
EU Directive requirements (including Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate 
Assessment), trans-boundary dimensions and stakeholder participation within the context of a 
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national framework. 

Separately and in order to progress the development of our wind energy resource, while at 
the same time ensuring that wind energy developments do not have a negative effect on local 
communities, the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, in conjunc-
tion with my Department and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, is undertaking a tar-
geted review of the Wind Energy Planning Guidelines to address key issues of noise (including 
separation distance) and shadow flicker. I understand draft revised guidelines will be issued for 
public consultation in the next week or so, with a view to a revised document being in place 
from mid-2014. 

04/12/2013WRA01350Energy Prices

04/12/2013WRA0140015. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his plans to compel energy companies to introduce a mechanism of providing schools, 
small businesses and community or voluntary organisations with a credit on energy bills in 
recognition of the unused electricity generated by their domestic size wind turbines which is 
currently fed back to the national grid without any compensation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51676/13]

04/12/2013WRA01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Responsibility for the regulation of the electricity and gas markets is a matter for the Commis-
sion for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent statutory body.  I have no statutory 
function in the setting of electricity tariffs, whether in the regulated or non-regulated market.  
Prices in the electricity retail market are now fully deregulated.  Price setting by electricity sup-
pliers is a commercial and operational matter for the companies concerned.  Electric Ireland has 
been offering a feed-in tariff to domestic microgenerators since February 2009.  The scheme 
has now been extended to the end of 2014.  Individual electricity supply companies remain free 
to make payment offerings in respect of surplus electricity supplied to the grid on a commercial 
basis.  No other electricity supply company has chosen to enter the market and to offer a micro-
generation feed-in-tariff, although the CER invited them to do so.  

04/12/2013RA01550Internet Safety

04/12/2013WRA0160016. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his plans to introduce Internet filters to help parents to protect children from inap-
propriate material; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51576/13]

04/12/2013WRA0170025. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the role his Department can play in tackling cyberbullying; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51577/13]

04/12/2013WRA01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 16 and 25 together.

I share the Deputy’s concern in relation the possibility that the proliferation of internet con-
nectivity may well result in age inappropriate viewing of material by children, or expose them 
to bullying and harassment online.  However in the first instance, it is critical to draw a distinc-
tion between matters that, while inappropriate, are not generally criminal, and outright criminal 
activity, such as the possession, production or distribution of images of child abuse.  An Garda 
Síochána, the Department of Justice and the criminal justice system have an excellent record in 
rooting out those who would create, share or profit from this type of material, and while I will 
help in this in any way that I can, these matters are the responsibility of Minister for Justice to 
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deal with.

As the Deputy will be aware, I met with representatives of the main Internet Service Provid-
ers to discuss developments in the UK in July, Following on from that, last week I announced 
the formation of the Internet Content Governance Advisory Group consisting of experts in the 
fields of child safety and online behaviour as well as technical experts and representatives from 
industry.  This Group will consider the emerging issues around online content and its general 
impact on the lives of children and young people, including online bullying or harassment as 
well as the issues that arise from age inappropriate viewing of content. 

This Group will take submissions from the public or interested groups, and will produce a 
report for by the end of May 2014.  Their objective will be to to offer recommendations aimed 
at protecting children and young people without limiting unduly their opportunities and rights 
online.  The Forum will have regard to international best practice, including recent European 
Commission Reports and Council Conclusions in this area, and will also be asked to com-
ment specifically on the recent report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee titled ‘Addressing the 
Growth of Social Media and tackling Cyberbullying’.

04/12/2013WRA01850ESB Accounts

04/12/2013WRA0190017. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he signed off on ESB management’s decision to redesignate the com-
pany’s defined benefit pension scheme to a defined contribution scheme.  [51694/13]

04/12/2013WRA0200024. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he signed off on the ESB’s annual accounts for 2010, 2011 and 2012 
[51692/13]

04/12/2013WRA02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 17 and 24 together.

The manner in which the ESB accounts for the company’s Pensions Scheme is a matter for 
the company, bearing in mind the company’s legal obligations to the scheme and the applicable 
international accounting standards.  The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources each year asks the Government to note the Annual Report and Accounts of the ESB, 
pursuant to section 32 of the Electricity (Supply) Act 1927, before laying the report and ac-
counts before both Houses of the Oireachtas. 

04/12/2013WRA02150Energy Schemes Data

04/12/2013WRA0220018. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the uptake in 2012 and 2013 of the better energy homes scheme and the better energy 
warmer homes scheme; and the steps being taken to encourage persons to avail of these positive 
efficiency schemes. [51691/13]

04/12/2013WRA02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Better Energy Homes and the Better Energy Warmer Homes Schemes are administered by 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) under the Better Energy Programme.  The 
number of homes that have received grants under these programmes in 2012 and to date in 2013 
are set out in the following table: 
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 Year Better Energy Homes - 
Number of Homes Delivered with En-
ergy Efficiency Measures

Better Energy Warmer Homes - 
Number of Homes Delivered with Energy 
Efficiency Measures

2012 26,185 12,175
2013 (Jan to 
October)

11,394 8,044

The SEAI is currently running an extensive targeted campaign promoting the continued 
availability of the grants, to coincide with the current winter heating season.  A further market-
ing exercise will be undertaken in 2014 on foot of the Government’s commitment in Budget 
2013 to provide additional Exchequer funding of €57 million for the Better Energy Programme.  
The funding is anticipated to support the delivery of energy efficiency upgrades to approxi-
mately 17,000 homes under the Better Energy Homes scheme and another 14,000 homes expe-
riencing energy poverty under the Warmer Homes scheme. 

The SEAI and my Department are open to new and innovative ways to promote and to en-
sure good homeowner awareness and engagement with both schemes.  Currently, a variety of 
channels and media are used including print, radio and internet advertising, digital and social 
media, public relations and participation in national consumer exhibitions.  The SEAI also 
collaborates with trade representative bodies and obligated energy suppliers under the Better 
Energy Programme in these promotions to increase their overall reach to homeowners. 

Due in no small measures to the successful promotion of the schemes, the SEAI is on target 
to deliver fully on their commitment to address 10,000 homes experiencing energy poverty and 
12,000 homes under the Better Energy Homes scheme by the end of 2013.

04/12/2013WRA02350Wind Energy Guidelines

04/12/2013WRA0240019. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the present State aid assistance regime in place for the development and opera-
tion of onshore wind capacity; if he proposes a differing regime in respect of onshore wind 
developed solely for export; if his attention has been drawn to any difficulty arising from the 
designation by some EU countries as offshore wind farms developed on land in neighbouring 
countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51628/13]

04/12/2013WRA02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The primary support mechanisms for the domestic support of renewables are the Renewable 
Energy Feed-In-Tariff (REFIT) schemes.  These schemes were introduced to incentivise the 
development of renewable electricity generation capacity necessary to allow Ireland to meet 
its target of 40% of electricity demand from renewable generation by 2020. REFIT operates by 
providing a guaranteed minimum price for electricity exported to the grid over a 15 year period, 
thus giving the certainty project developers need to be able to finance their projects. REFIT is 
funded from the Public Service Obligation levy.  The REFIT 1 scheme is now closed for ap-
plications.  The REFIT 2 scheme was opened in March 2012 and will close for applications at 
the end of 2015.It is important to note that any project of a significant scale and specifically for 
renewable energy export, will require the signing of an Inter-Governmental Agreement which 
would have to ensure no net cost or risk to the Irish State or consumer.  A support scheme for 
export projects will not be developed by Ireland or supported by Irish consumers.  Any support 
mechanism that is proposed for the export projects will be a matter for the UK authorities.  It is 
also important to note that the amount of energy to be procured by the United Kingdom and the 
mechanisms for sharing the resultant economic benefits, including an appropriate return to the 
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Exchequer, are matters to be addressed in any potential Inter-Governmental Agreement. In the 
process of formulation of Ireland’s renewable energy policy, my Department takes full account, 
as appropriate, of renewable energy policies in other member states.  

04/12/2013WRA02550Broadband Service Speeds

04/12/2013WRA0260020. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the degree to which high speed broadband services are on target to bring the stan-
dard here up to the highest quality in terms of international best practice; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51674/13]

04/12/2013WRA02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Digital Agenda for Europe set out specific targets for the achievement of high speed broad-
band services across all Member States.  Ireland’s National Broadband Plan which I published 
in August 2012, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that 
high speed services are available to all of our citizens and businesses.  The Plan aims to deliver 
high speed broadband to all parts of Ireland through two principal means: (a) by providing a 
policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commercial in-
vestment, and (b) by providing a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for 
the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, there is evidence that industry is investing beyond the 
targets to which they committed in the Plan. Eircom has extended its plans for the rollout of 
high speed services, with speeds of up to 100Mbps, to 1.4m premises, UPC has increased its 
minimum and top speed products to 120Mbps and 200Mbps respectively, and mobile opera-
tors are rolling out enhanced product offerings, including 4G mobile.  Other operators continue 
to invest and ESB is currently considering the prospect of utilising its distirbution network to 
rollout fibre broadband services. 

These developments have been facilitated through the implementation of measures in the 
National Broadband Plan, including the conclusion of ComReg’s multiband spectrum auction, 
and the new regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation Access and service bundles.  Both 
of these measures are designed to incentivise the rollout of services by operators. 

In tandem with these developments, intensive work is underway in my Department to prog-
ress a State-led investment to secure the countrywide introduction of next generation broadband 
access.  In order to progress the State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for 
the market to invest, a full procurement process must be designed and EU State Aids approval 
must be obtained.  My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the cur-
rent and anticipated investment by the commercial sector over the coming years, the results of 
which will inform the areas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged in 
the National Broadband Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing.  The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

It is the case, in Europe and elsewhere that all countries are seeking solutions to the chal-
lenge of rolling out quality broadband services.  When making comparisons with other coun-
tries, care needs to be taken to compare like with like.  In Ireland we have a highly dispersed 
low density population, in contrast to some other countries.  Additionally, the manner in which 
broadband speeds are calculated is relevant. OECD publishes advertised speeds without refer-
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ence to customer access.  The speeds are the highest speeds marketed nationally.  These com-
parisons do not necessary reflect universal public access to those speeds. 

The availibility and uptake of higher speed offerings in the market place in Ireland is evi-
dent, with the largest growth in subscriptions taking place in the category of speeds greater than 
or equal to 30Mbps, at 29.9% at end Q2 2013.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

04/12/2013WRA02750National Broadband Plan Implementation

04/12/2013WRA0280021. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources when the mapping process for the national broadband plan will be complete; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51574/13]

04/12/2013WRA02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The objective of the national mapping exercise under the National Broadband Plan is to identify 
and map current and planned broadband services, both basic and next generation access (NGA).  
The process for participating in the mapping exercise has been published on my Department’s 
website (www.dcenr.ie/nbpmapping) and notified to all undertakings authorised by ComReg. 
Information has been sought from participating operators in respect of current coverage as well 
as investments planned up to July 2016 and beyond, where appropriate.  Mapping data has been 
submitted to my Department by a total of 23 operators and the process of analysing the data 
and supporting information is now underway.  The mapping data is being assessed on a case-
by-case basis, having regard to the EU State Aid Guidelines and engagement with participating 
operators is ongoing.  When all of the information has been analysed, a clear picture should 
emerge of coverage throughout all of the country.  It is my intention to publish the map show-
ing existing and planned NGA broadband coverage in the early months of next year, along with 
the Government’s proposals for a State-led intervention to roll out high speed broadband across 
the country. 

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing.  The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.  

  Question No. 22 answered with Question No. 12.

04/12/2013WRA03050Gas Exploration Licences

04/12/2013WRA0310023. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if a health impact assessment will be included in the EPA-DCENR-NIEA research 
programme regarding the environmental impacts of unconventional gas exploration and ex-
traction; if funds have been made available for this assessment; and if it will be concluded in 
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advance of a decision to grant exploration licences.  [51570/13]

04/12/2013WRA03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):    
The Environmental Protection Agency invited tenders on 22 November for a two-year research 
programme to further the understanding of the potential impacts on the environment and human 
health from Unconventional Gas Exploration and Extraction projects and operations, including 
construction, operation and aftercare. My Department will be contributing towards the cost of 
the research.

The wording “human/public health” as used in the tender document refers specifically and is 
limited to potential health impacts deriving from impacts on environmental media, for example, 
exposure to chemicals, vibration, light, noise, and pollution of environmental media (i.e. soils, 
air and water).   

  Question No. 24 answered with Question No. 17.

  Question No. 25 answered with Question No. 16.

04/12/2013WRA03450Undocumented Irish in the USA

04/12/2013WRA0350026. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the discussions he has had recently with the US Administration and-or with members of Con-
gress regarding the need to progress the immigration reform Bill; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [52145/13]

04/12/2013WRA03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I refer 
the Deputy to my response to PQ Nos. 99, 118, 132, 133 and 151 of 19 November 2013.  The 
situation has not altered appreciably since I made that statement, although I note that on 20 
November President Obama made some helpful public comment signalling his willingness to 
show flexibility on the form in which any deal might be struck between the Democratic and 
Republican parties on this important issue.  For his part, House Speaker John Boehner said on 
21 November that immigration reform is “absolutely not” a dead issue, but did not offer a time-
table for when he might schedule a vote on legislation.  Officials in the Embassy of Ireland in 
Washington have had a number of further meetings to outline our objectives in relation to relief 
for currently undocumented Irish migrants in the US and a facility for future flows of legal mi-
gration between Ireland and the US. 

04/12/2013WRA03650Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

04/12/2013WRA0370027. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade in view of the recent reports into the use of donations and proceeds from shops to top up 
the salaries of chief executive officers and other officials in sections 38 and 39 organisations 
funded by the Health Service Executive, if he will seek clarifications from the NGOs funded by 
his Department to determine if similar practices exist in those organisations; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [52163/13]

04/12/2013WRA03800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Government’s international aid programme, Irish Aid, which is managed by the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade, is recognised internationally for its effectiveness in 
producing results for the poorest and most vulnerable communities.  About a quarter of Ire-
land’s overseas development assistance is channelled through Non-Governmental Organisa-
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tions (NGOs).  This reflects the strong contribution which Irish NGOs are making to the fight 
against world poverty and hunger, and the broad support which they continue to receive from 
the Irish public.  Funding is provided to support the long-term development work carried out 
by NGOs in developing countries, as well as emergency humanitarian assistance and develop-
ment education programmes.  Given the level of Government funding for the NGO sector, the 
issue of their internal governance arrangements is a matter of legitimate public interest.  It is 
important to note, however, that NGOs are independent organisations.  The salary levels of their 
employees are determined by the Board of the NGO and are typically funded from a variety 
of income sources, including general donations from the public, bequests and official funding. 

In relation to the funding provided through the Irish Aid programme, the Department ap-
praises funding applications from the NGOs and assesses the cost efficiency and effectiveness 
of their projects and programmes and the basis of their expenditure decisions.   Financing agree-
ments between Irish Aid and NGO partners include clear parameters on certain cost categories, 
including administration costs.  A limit of 6% of funding provided can be allocated to admin-
istration costs, with remuneration levels for senior executives being reviewed in the context of 
overall administration costs. 

In 2012, Irish Aid entered into agreements for a new series of programme grants with the 
larger Irish development NGOs for their long term development work over a four year period. 
These agreements require the NGOs to follow best practice financial reporting standards for 
staff salaries as set out in the Statement of Recommended Practice in place in the UK.  This 
British standard is currently used by Irish Aid, pending the regulation of the Charities Act 2009.   
n line with the standard, NGOs are required to set out in their published audited financial state-
ments the number of staff receiving salaries above €70,000.

04/12/2013WRA03850Carbon Budget

04/12/2013WRA0390028. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter regard-
ing carbon tax (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51989/13]

04/12/2013WRA04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Solid fuel carbon tax will be charged on 
all solid fuels supplied in the State, regardless of whether the fuel products are Irish made or im-
ported.  Solid fuel is defined under section 77 of the Finance Act 2010, as amended and means 
coal or peat.  Coal is further defined to include coal and lignite, solid fuel manufactured from 
coal and lignite, and any other energy product within the meaning of Article 2.1 of Council Di-
rective 2003/96/EC of 27 October 2003 in solid form.  Peat means peat falling within CN Code 
2703 of the Combined Nomenclature of the European Communities referred to in Article 1 of 
Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2658/87 of 23 July 1987, as amended by Commission Regula-
tion (EC) No. 2031/2001 of 6 August 2001 and includes any solid fuel manufactured from peat.

I am advised by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government  
that the Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, Distribution and Burning of Specified Fuels) Regu-
lations 2012 (S.I. No. 326 of 2012), specifies the environmental standards for coal placed on 
the market and provides the regulatory framework in relation to the distribution and sale of coal 
in the State. 

Under the Regulations, all coal bagging operators and certain solid fuel suppliers trading in 
bituminous coal must be registered with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Those 
who must register include all fuel wholesalers and distributors of bituminous coal but only 
those retailers for whom 50% or more of their total annual sales proceeds are from bituminous 
coal. However all retailers who trade in bituminous coal must ensure that their fuel wholesalers 
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are registered with the EPA and must hold a record to this effect with their supplier’s registra-
tion number.  Furthermore, retailers who sell bituminous coal are required to hold a record set-
ting out the registration number of the bagging operator who supplied the product.  Retailers 
must also ensure that, where the unit of sale is a bag, then the bag must be sealed.  

In particular, the Regulations also require that all bituminous coal sold outside smoky coal 
ban areas for residential use outside those areas must have a sulphur content of no more than 
0.7%, which is lower than that in Northern Ireland and therefore bituminous coal supplied to 
Northern Ireland standards for sale on that market may not be sold in the State.  Compliance 
with the Regulations will be enforced by the Local Authorities.  A verification mechanism, 
SWiFT 7, has been developed by the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) for the 
verification of sulphur content in coal.  This provides for a robust mechanism to counter the 
sourcing of coal from Northern Ireland. 

Suppliers who produce and supply solid fuels in contravention of these regulations are sub-
ject to investigation and prosecution by local authorities and other State Agencies charged with 
enforcing the regulations and preventing such supply.  

The Revenue Commissioners, who are responsible for the collection of carbon tax on solid 
fuels, also advise me that on commencement of the carbon tax provisions under the Finance Act 
2010, any Northern Ireland-based wholesaler of solid fuels selling into the market in Ireland 
will be obliged to register as a supplier and comply with the same regulatory requirements as 
wholesalers based in the State.  Such suppliers will be obliged to make returns on solid fuels 
supplied in the State in the accounting period concerned and pay the amount of carbon tax due 
in respect of that supply. 

Therefore it is not my intention to defer the second phase of the carbon tax which is due for 
implementation in May 2014.

04/12/2013WRA04050Tax Exemptions

04/12/2013WRA0410029. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if a person who has been in 
receipt of one-parent family payment for a period in excess of 15 months, and who is seeking 
to work full time in their own business, will be eligible to avail of the start your own business 
scheme which allows for a two-year exemption from income tax for certain persons who set up 
their own businesses.  [52035/13]

04/12/2013WRA04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the recent Budget I announced the 
Start Your Own Business initiative, which provides an exemption from Income Tax for individ-
uals who have been unemployed for a period of 12 months and who start a new, un-incorporated 
business between 25 October 2013 and 31 December 2016.  I can confirm that one-parent fam-
ily payment is a qualifying payment for the purposes of the initiative.

04/12/2013WRA04250Banking Sector Staff

04/12/2013WRA0430030. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to plans by AIB to outsource jobs over the next year; if a Project Orlon exists to facilitate this 
outsourcing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52042/13]

04/12/2013WRA04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware under the 
Relationship Framework the State does not intervene in the day to day operations of the bank 
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or their management decisions regarding commercial decisions.  I have been informed that AIB 
has previously indicated that as part of its restructuring plan to reduce costs and increase ef-
ficiencies, outsourcing of certain functions would be considered in consultation with the IBOA 
and affected staff.

04/12/2013WRB00150Tax Exemptions

04/12/2013WRB0020031. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on allowing work-
ing parents to claim child care costs in full against their earned incomes for both tax and USC.  
[52047/13]

04/12/2013WRB00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government acknowledges the 
continuing cost pressures on parents, particularly those with young children. In recognition of 
these cost pressures, a number of support measures are in place to ease the burden on working 
parents.  These include the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme, which funds 
community childcare services to enable them to charge reduced childcare fees to qualifying 
parents, the Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme which provides 
free childcare places to qualifying FÁS and VEC trainees and the Early Childhood Care and 
Education (ECCE) programme which provides for a free pre-school year for children in the 
year before commencing primary school.  Generous entitlements to paid and unpaid maternity 
leave as well as child benefit payments are also provided.  The Department of Social Protection 
provides financial support to families on low pay by way of the Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) and to one-parent families through the one-parent family payment. 

In addition, a One Parent Family tax credit of €1650 is provided.  This credit is payable to 
any single person with a child under 18 years of age or over 18 years of age if in full time edu-
cation or permanently incapacitated. 

The Universal Social Charge (USC) was introduced in Budget 2011 to replace the Income 
Levy and Health Levy.   It was a necessary measure to widen the tax base, remove poverty traps 
and raise revenue to reduce the budget deficit.  It is a more sustainable charge than those it re-
placed and is applied at a low rate on a wide base with very few exemptions. 

In Budget 2012 I announced that those earning less than €10,036 would no longer be subject 
to the Universal Social Charge.  This in itself has removed almost 330,000 individuals from the 
charge and is of particular benefit to the low paid.

I have no plans to introduce any further tax reliefs for childcare costs.

04/12/2013WRB00350Tax Exemptions

04/12/2013WRB0040032. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on allowing elderly 
persons to claim health care costs, including health insurance premiums, against their tax and 
USC.  [52048/13]

04/12/2013WRB00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I would point out that persons 
aged 65 and over can avail of the age tax credits or the age exemption limits.  For the years of 
assessment 2013 and 2014, in order to qualify for the income tax exemption a single individual’s 
income must be less than €18,000 or in the case of a married couple or civil partners, €36,000.    
These exemption limits are increased by €575 in respect of each of the first 2 qualifying chil-
dren and by €830 in respect of each subsequent qualifying child living with the claimant.
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In addition, section 469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, provides for income tax relief 
in respect of qualifying expenses incurred in the provision of health care in a tax year against 
the income tax paid by an individual for that year. 

Health care is defined as the prevention, diagnosis, alleviation or treatment of an ailment, 
injury, infirmity, defect or disability, and includes care received by a woman in respect of a 
pregnancy.  It does not include routine ophthalmic treatment, routine dental treatment, or elec-
tive cosmetic surgery.   

Relief at the standard rate of income tax is available to all taxpayers, regardless of age for 
such expenses where they have not been reimbursed under a medical insurance policy. How-
ever, the cost of maintenance or treatment in a nursing home, which provides 24-hour nursing 
care on-site, is available at the claimant’s marginal rate of income tax. 

Further details in relation to relief for health expenses are set out in leaflet IT6 which is 
available on the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/leaflets/it6.html.

Tax relief is also provided at the standard rate of income tax, regardless of age, for medical 
insurance premiums paid to cover a range of medical expenses. Since 2004, the relief also cov-
ers premiums paid on dental insurance policies for non-routine dental treatment. For the pay-
ments to qualify for relief, they must be made to an authorised insurer listed in the Register of 
Health Benefit Undertakings, established under the Health Insurance Act 1994.

Since 2001, the relief is granted under a tax relief at source system to all holders of medical 
insurance irrespective of whether or not they have a tax liability to offset the value of the relief. 
The subscriber pays the premium net of tax relief and the insurer obtains a refund of the relevant 
amount from the Revenue Commissioners.   

As you will be aware, from 16 October 2013, tax relief for medical insurance premiums has 
been restricted to the first €1,000 per adult and the first €500 per child insured.  Any portion of 
premium paid in excess of these ceiling will no longer qualify for tax relief. The new ceilings 
will ensure continuing support via the tax system for those who purchase standard policies, 
while reducing Exchequer exposure to more expensive policies.   

It should be noted that there is no relief against Universal Social Charge for either health 
expenses or medical insurance premiums. However, it should be noted that payments from De-
partment of Social Protection such as the State Pension are exempt from the Universal Social 
Charge (USC).  In addition, individuals aged 70 and over, provided their total income does not 
exceed €60,000, are not liable to the top rate of charge and payments from the Department of 
Social Protection will not be taken in to account in determining if an individual has exceeded 
the €60,000 threshold.  

04/12/2013WRB00550Public Procurement Contracts

04/12/2013WRB0060033. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 188 of 26 November 2013, if it is usual for contracts as large as the one awarded to a 
company (details supplied) for €17.7 million, to be novated from other institutions rather than 
tendered; if there is a precedence for this and if so, to state examples of when it happened and 
the companies that were involved and for what purposes; if the Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral has ever commented on large contacts such as this being awarded either by novation of 
direct award and on this contract in particular; the work the company was undertaking for the 
National Treasury Management Agency prior to the novation; the amount the previous contract 
was worth; and when it was due to expire. [52054/13]
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04/12/2013WRB00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In March 2010, the Government del-
egated to the NTMA certain banking system functions of the Minister for Finance related to 
the oversight and management of the State’s interest and holdings in those financial institutions 
covered by the 2008 Government guarantee.  Following this the NTMA established a special-
ist Banking Unit and a small number of skilled professionals were recruited from the private 
sector to create a team capable of dealing with the very significant banking sector challenges 
facing the State.   In March 2011, following a competitive tender process, the NTMA appointed 
a panel of legal firms (A&L Goodbody, Arthur Cox and Matheson) under a framework agree-
ment to provide legal services to the NTMA Banking Unit.  As part of the same competitive 
tender process, the NTMA also entered into a general agreement with Arthur Cox to provide 
general legal services on an ad hoc basis to the NTMA Banking Unit.  The appointments were 
made on the basis of agreed discounted hourly rates and/or fixed fees where appropriate.  The 
agreements were awarded for a period of three (3) years and services were drawn down as and 
when required – accordingly, there was no contract value specified.

In April 2011, the Minister for Finance announced the creation of a stand-alone unit ac-
countable to him through the Department of Finance to provide State oversight of the bank-
ing system and drawing on the resources of the NTMA to carry out its work. The delegation 
of banking system functions to the NTMA was revoked with effect from 5 August 2011 and 
the NTMA Banking Unit has since then been seconded to the Department of Finance where 
they form part of the Department’s Shareholder Management Unit. The agreements referred to 
above were subsequently novated to the Department of Finance with effect from January 2012 
to support the performance of the Department’s banking functions. The agreements explicitly 
provided for the novation of the agreements to other State entities; this possibility was explicitly 
provided for when the agreements were entered into.

The work the various legal firms undertook for the NTMA Banking Unit prior to the revoca-
tion of the NTMA’s banking functions on 5 August 2011 was principally as follows:

i) banking and financial services advice, 

ii) capital markets including advice regarding bond issuances, 

iii) private and public company merger and acquisition advice, 

iv) EC and competition advice including State aid issues and general competition law com-
pliance, 

v) insolvency and corporate recovery advice including liquidation, examination, and receiv-
erships, 

vi) regulatory advice including advice on the licensing of credit institutions, categorisation 
and treatment of regulatory capital, 

vii) Employment law advice and

viii) Litigation and dispute resolution advice including advice regarding corporate litigation.

The agreements are due to expire in March 2014 and the Department of Finance will there-
fore be requesting tenders for a panel of legal firms to replace the existing panel in advance of 
that date.

In the report into the Department of Finance’s appropriation accounts for 2012 the C&AG 
commented as follows:
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“The Minister for Finance delegated a number of banking system functions to the National 
Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) under Statutory Instrument (S.I.) No. 115 of 2010. 
This delegation was revoked with effect from 5 August 2011 under S.I. No. 395 of 2011 and the 
NTMA banking unit has since then been seconded to the Department of Finance. At the direc-
tion of the Minister, the costs of the unit, comprising staff costs and certain consultancy costs, 
continue to be met by the NTMA.”

The C&AG also commented in the C&AGs 2009 report, prior to the novation of the con-
tracts, as follows:

“Administrative costs incurred by State agencies in relation to banking stabilisation mea-
sures have been substantial in absolute terms, but are small relative to the scale of the costs, 
financial commitments and risks associated with the banking stabilisation measures.  Access to 
timely and professional advice is a vital input to decision making in this context.  At the same 
time, it is important to ensure that sound procurement and contracting practices are followed to 
ensure that the expenses being incurred are no more than is warranted in the circumstances.”

04/12/2013WRB00750Departmental Contracts Data

04/12/2013WRB0080034. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the total number of contracts 
and their total financial cost awarded to companies (details supplied) in each of the years 2010, 
2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 or whatever years practicable; if all the contracts were winning 
public tenders; and if he will provide a breakdown of the contracts by date, purpose and indi-
vidual value. [52056/13]

04/12/2013WRB00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the institutions 
in question that in line with normal practice and for commercial reasons, the institutions do not 
publicly disclose the details of contracts with individual external service providers.  Neither 
institution is required to undertake public procurement as part of the process of appointing advi-
sors.  In the case of the individual institutions auditors fees paid are disclosed in their published 
annual reports and the procurement of the auditors was subject to a procurement process.

04/12/2013WRB00950Property Taxation Administration

04/12/2013WRB0100035. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding payment of 
the local property tax in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [52062/13]

04/12/2013WRB01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that it re-
cently wrote to property owners who paid their 2013 Local Property Tax (LPT) by lump sum 
or regular cash payments through an approved payment service provider to request that they 
confirm their payment method for 2014.   This confirmation is necessary to ensure Revenue has 
adequate time to set up any alternative phased payment mandates that property owners might 
wish to avail of for 2014, which is the first full year of the tax.  Revenue also advised me that 
it did not write to property owners who paid their 2013 LPT by direct debit or by deduction at 
source from salary/occupational pensions or from certain Government payments, because such 
options automatically apply in 2014.  The case to which the Deputy refers falls into the latter 
category as the person opted to pay his 2013 liability by deduction at source and this will auto-
matically continue in 2014. 

The person declared in his 2013 LPT Return that his property was valued within Band 3 
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(€150,001 to €200.000).   If he now wishes to change his declared valuation, he should write 
to LPT Branch, PO Box 100, Ennis, Co. Clare, setting out how the over-valuation arose.  He 
should also provide relevant supporting documentation in respect of his claim, which can either 
be a copy of a professional valuation as at 1 May 2013 or details of sales/advertised prices of 
equivalent properties in his area around that date.  Revenue will review the valuation of the 
person’s property once it receives the relevant documentation. 

Revenue informs me it has tried to contact the person in question by telephone to explain 
why he did not receive written correspondence in respect of LPT for 2014 but has not been 
able to speak to him.  Revenue will write to the person in the coming days to clarify how the 
deduction at source payment option works and will also set out the steps required to amend 
valuations.

04/12/2013WRB01150Tax Compliance

04/12/2013WRB0120036. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a company (details supplied) 
in Dublin 17 is operating under the tax code with employees under the community employment 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52128/13]

04/12/2013WRB01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they are prevented from making any comments in relation to specific cases on the 
grounds of taxpayer confidentiality.   Section 851A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (insert-
ed by the Finance Act 2011) placed on a formal statutory basis the long-standing and accepted 
obligation on the Revenue Commissioners to treat all taxpayer information confidentially.  The 
general position is that all taxpayer information is confidential, and may only be disclosed in 
accordance with the terms of that provision or under any other statutory provision that allows 
the disclosure of such information.

I can assure the Deputy that the Revenue Commissioners take appropriate action in any case 
where concerns regarding the tax compliance of individuals or companies are reported to them.

04/12/2013WRB01350Pension Provisions

04/12/2013WRB0140037. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance in a case where an individual 
in a private sector defined benefit pension scheme has elected, prior to retirement, to commute a 
portion into a lump sum, if he will confirm that the age-related valuation factor is only applied 
to the residual amount of the pension; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52142/13]

04/12/2013WRB01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the basis for calculating the capital value of pension rights under the Standard Fund 
Threshold (SFT) regime is set out in Schedule 23B to the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  In 
the case of defined benefit arrangements, the schedule provides a formula for determining the 
capital value of uncrystallised rights (that is rights being built up but which have not yet been 
drawn down) with a view to establishing if an individual can apply to Revenue for a Personal 
Fund Threshold (PFT).  Where an individual’s uncrystallised pension rights on the specified 
date (which for the purposes of the latest revision to the SFT regime, contained in Finance (No.   
2) Bill 2013, will be 1 January 2014) exceed the new lower SFT of €2m, the individual may 
claim a PFT from Revenue in order to protect or “grandfather” those rights against any risk of 
chargeable excess tax when the pension is eventually drawn down.  Under the current Finance 
Bill changes, a PFT may in no case exceed €2.3m, the level of the existing SFT.  Schedule 23B 
also provides a formula for determining the capital value of defined benefit pension rights at the 
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point of retirement.

In establishing the capital value of uncrystallised defined benefit pension rights for PFT 
purposes, the formula in schedule 23B distinguishes between defined benefit arrangements that 
provide for a separately accrued lump sum and those that permit a lump sum to be taken by 
way of a discretionary commutation of part of the pension.  In the former case, the capital value 
is determined by establishing the annual amount of pension that the individual would receive 
under the rules of the scheme on the specified date (i.e. 1 January 2014) on the assumption that 
he or she retired on that date at their salary and service on that date and on the assumption that 
they had attained normal retirement age on that date.  The gross annual pension so determined 
is then multiplied by 20 (the standard valuation factor) and added to the cash value of the sepa-
rately accrued lump sum, calculated on the same assumptions, to arrive at the overall capital 
value of the pension rights. In the case of defined benefit arrangements with a discretionary 
lump sum commutation option, the capital value is determined solely by multiplying the gross 
annual amount of pension, determined on the same assumptions as above, by the standard valu-
ation factor of 20. 

In order for the SFT regime to operate as intended, it is necessary for the capital value of 
defined benefit pension rights at the point of retirement to be determined in the same manner as 
the corresponding PFT calculation.  In the case of a defined benefit arrangement with an option 
to commute part of the pension for a lump sum, this means that the capital value at retirement 
is the annual amount of pension multiplied by the appropriate valuation factors without having 
regard to any commutation decision that the individual may make.

This ensures that the administrator of a defined benefit scheme, when measuring the capi-
tal value of an individual’s retirement benefits from a defined benefit arrangement against, for 
example, the individual’s PFT, is comparing like with like, as both the capital value of the PFT 
and the retirement benefits will have been calculated in the same fashion.  Only in this way can 
any chargeable excess arising be correctly determined.  The same approach to the calculation 
of the capital value of defined benefit pension rights at the point of retirement applies where an 
individual does not have a PFT, as clearly it would be incongruous if the method of calculation 
in respect of similar defined benefit arrangements were to vary depending on whether an indi-
vidual had a PFT or not.

It had come to the attention of the Commissioners that pension advisors and administrators 
had been interpreting the legislation in a manner that allowed the capital value of defined ben-
efit pension arrangements with discretionary lump sum commutation rights to be calculated, at 
the point of retirement, on the basis of the annual amount of pension, after commutation for a 
lump sum, multiplied by the relevant valuation factor, plus the cash value of the lump sum so 
commuted. In light of that, I am putting it beyond doubt, by way of an amendment in Finance 
(No. 2) Bill to the relevant formula in Schedule 23B, that this approach is incorrect and that, 
in such cases, the capital value calculation must be based on the annual amount of pension that 
would have been payable if no commutation of the pension had taken place.   

04/12/2013WRB01550IBRC Loans

04/12/2013WRB0160038. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if the Irish Bank Resolution 
Corporation special liquidator has considered offering to sell loans to the original borrowers at 
a 10% margin, or any other margin figure, over the price sought from overseas financial institu-
tions; if he will estimate the additional income which would be accrued for the State in such a 
scenario; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52144/13]
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04/12/2013WRB01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Special Liq-
uidators that they have corresponded with all IBRC borrowers providing them with an opportu-
nity to make written representations on the method of disposal of their loans and the criteria for 
determining who may bid for loan assets. Consideration was given to Borrower representations 
and the Special Liquidators have responded to those Borrower representations.  The Special 
Liquidators are under instruction from the Minister to ensure that the valuation of all IBRC 
assets is completed by 30 November 2013 and that the sale of all IBRC assets is agreed or com-
pleted by no later than 31 December 2013 or as soon as practicable thereafter.

The Special Liquidators have engaged specialist advisors who are providing advice as to 
whether a loan should be sold individually or as part of a portfolio in the context of the Special 
Liquidators’ objectives to achieve maximum value for the assets within the instructed time-
frame.

The Special Liquidators do not intend to disclose the valuation of IBRC assets as it is com-
mercially sensitive information which could potentially have a detrimental impact on asset 
recovery from the impending sales process.

04/12/2013WRB01750Credit Unions Regulation

04/12/2013WRB0180039. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the supports that will be avail-
able to credit unions who are being requested to employ managers and other support staff as a 
result of recently published legislation; his views on whether these requirements will place an 
added burden upon some struggling credit unions; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [52213/13]

04/12/2013WRB01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Report of the Commission on Cred-
it Unions recognised that the issue of governance of credit unions is at the core of strengthening 
the regulatory framework and set out detailed governance requirements for credit unions. The 
Credit Union and Co-Operation with Overseas Regulators Act 2012, sets out comprehensive 
governance requirements for credit unions which are designed to provide a framework to im-
prove governance standards in credit unions, with a particular focus at board of directors and 
management level.  The 2012 Act inserts a new section 63A into the Credit Union Act, 1997 
requiring that the board of directors of a credit union shall appoint an individual to the role of 
manager of the credit union.

Credit unions are not required to employ a manager but must ensure that an the individual 
appointed to the role of manager is capable of performing the functions of the manager set out 
in section 63A(4) of the Credit Union Act, 1997.

The guidance on the fitness and probity regime for credit unions, which currently applies to 
all credit unions with assets of greater than €10m, provides guidance to assist credit unions in 
ensuring that individuals taking up key positions, including the position of manager, are among 
other things competent and capable to take up the role.

The Central Bank has developed a Credit Union Handbook to assist credit unions with the 
implementation of the new regulatory framework.  The Central Bank also undertook a series 
of information seminars for credit unions in advance of the implementation of the new frame-
work. Fourteen seminars where held in 7 locations around the country in July.  In addition the 
Central Bank has issued a FAQ document which provides answers to questions relating to the 
implementation of the new governance and prudential requirements for credit unions and which 
is available on its website at www.centralbank.ie. 
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Individual credit unions with queries can contact the Central Bank on an on-going basis.

04/12/2013WRB01950Roadworthiness Testing

04/12/2013WRB0200040. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Bus Éireann 
engages the services of the UK-based association (details supplied) to conduct inspections on 
school buses; if this service is tendered for; and if so, if any Irish companies have put forward 
a tender for this operation.  [52134/13]

04/12/2013WRB02100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I am informed by Bus Éireann that the Company tendered for this service in October 2010. 
Three companies applied two UK companies and one Irish company.  All three were invited to 
tender but only the one Irish and one UK company actually submitted tenders.  Following the 
tender evaluation of both submissions received, the UK company the Freight Transport Asso-
ciation (FTA) was the successful tenderer and was awarded the contract.  

04/12/2013WRB02150Roadworthiness Testing

04/12/2013WRB0220041. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
clarify a matter (details supplied) regarding Bus Éireann inspections; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [52152/13]

04/12/2013WRB0230042. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding vehicle inspections in the Limerick area (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [52153/13]

04/12/2013WRB02400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 41 and 42 together.

As I explained to the Deputy in my reply of 22nd October, the inspections referred to in the 
questions are an operational matter for Bus Eireann.  I have requested that Bus Éireann forward 
the further information sought directly to the Deputy.

04/12/2013WRB02450Education and Training Boards Staff

04/12/2013WRB0250043. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of newly 
appointed resource persons employed in Youthreach Centres of Education since 2005 to date 
by the City of Dublin ETB; the number of these newly appointed resource persons during this 
period who started on point 1 of the resource persons incremental scale; the number of newly 
appointed resource persons during this period who started above point 1 of the resource persons 
incremental scale; the highest increment awarded to a newly appointed resource person during 
this period by the City of Dublin ETB.  [51980/13]

04/12/2013WRB02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Youthreach programme is operated by Education and Training Boards (ETBs) from fund-
ing provided by my Department.  All ETB staff including Youthreach Resource Persons, are 
recruited and employed by each individual ETB. My Department does not hold any records on 
the information requested by the Deputy. 

04/12/2013WRB02650Home Tuition Scheme Administration

04/12/2013WRB0270044. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rationale be-
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hind the decision to confine early intervention services for children aged between two and four 
years with a diagnosis of autism, including the home tuition scheme, to primary school teachers 
registered with the Teaching Council to the exclusion of psychologists with specific training 
and experience in working with early childhood autism; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51983/13]

04/12/2013WRB02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy’s question ap-
pears to relate to the administration of my Department’s Home Tuition Scheme.  The purpose 
of the Home Tuition scheme is to provide a compensatory educational service for children who, 
for a number of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school or for children with 
a special educational need who are awaiting an educational placement and also to provide early 
educational intervention for pre-school children with autism.

 Children with autism between the ages of 2.5 and 3 are eligible for home tuition.  The home 
tuition continues from their 3rd birthday if no placement in a school based autism early inter-
vention class is available for them.  The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a 
national network of Special Educational Needs Advisors who can assit parents in identifying 
school placements for their children, if required.  As home tuition takes place outside the usual 
school structure it is important that home tutors are qualified to provide an educational pro-
gramme.  It is appropriate therefore that the qualification standard in the Home Tuition Scheme 
generally reflects that required in a school environment.

The qualification requirements for tutors providing home tuition to children have not 
changed. It remains the case that home tutors should be fully qualified teachers.  When it is not 
possible to recruit a fully qualified teacher then alternative appropriate third level qualifications 
may be acceptable.  However, from this year my Department has also required that, in addition 
to being qualified teachers, tutors must be registered or have applied for registration with the 
Teaching Council of Ireland.  Tutors with acceptable third level qualifications will be eligible to 
apply for registration. Qualifications in psychology at the required level are acceptable for this 
purpose.  Accordingly, those whose qualifications were acceptable in the past remain eligible, 
provided they have applied for registration with the Teaching Council. 

04/12/2013WRB02850Student Grant Scheme Applications

04/12/2013WRB0290045. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [52001/13]

04/12/2013WRB03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have been informed by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to 
by the Deputy applied as a mature independent student and was subsequently identified as a 
mature dependent.  Documentation was recently received and will be reviewed by SUSI and the 
student will be notified shortly of the outcome.

04/12/2013WRB03050School Enrolments

04/12/2013WRB0310046. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the regulations gov-
erning secondary school enrolment fees/voluntary contributions; his plans to introduce any 
changes to the current situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52002/13]

04/12/2013WRB03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Apart from the recognised 
fee-charging second level schools, recognised primary or post-primary schools are not per-
mitted to charge school fees.  This is an issue that is addressed in the recently published draft 
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regulatory framework for school enrolment. This framework also seeks to improve the admis-
sions process and ensure that the way schools decide on applications is structured, fair and 
transparent.

Voluntary contributions by parents are permissible provided it is made absolutely clear to 
parents that there is no question of compulsion to pay. 

04/12/2013WRB03250Student Grant Scheme Administration

04/12/2013WRB0330047. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
that although details from an accountant are sufficient for the Revenue Commissioners, such 
details provided by an accountant regarding the amounts and times a particular employee was 
paid are not sufficient in terms of proving holiday earnings for students under the Student Uni-
versal Support Ireland grant scheme; if his attention has been drawn to the difficulty facing 
students in providing all payslips from 2012 holiday earnings when they were not aware at the 
time that the payslips would be needed at a later date; if his attention has also been drawn to the 
difficulty that this requirement is placing on small businesses and which could be a disincentive 
to providing holiday employment for future third level students; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [52009/13]

04/12/2013WRB03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The assessment of means 
under my Department ‘s student grant scheme is based on gross income from all sources of the 
applicant and his/her parent(s)/legal guardian, where applicable, with certain social welfare and 
health service executive payments being exempt.  It is necessary, therefore, that information 
regarding all income, including that from after school/weekend employment, is accounted for 
when completing the grant application form. However, in the assessment of means, allowance 
is made for “holiday earnings” on the part of the applicant and accordingly a deduction is al-
lowed for reasonable holiday earnings i.e. income earned by the applicant from employment 
outside of term time but within the reference period.

I am informed by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that as a result of their data 
sharing facility with the Revenue Commissioners they now receive data on any applicant earn-
ings as part of the household income. 

I am informed by SUSI that  only where the applicants earnings would take the household 
income above a threshold level for a grant that SUSI actually requests confirmation, via the ap-
plicant, of the amounts earned in the relevant periods in order to reduce the household income 
and consequently consider that applicant for a grant. Evidence of the amount earned can be 
provided in the form of payslips for the term time periods or confirmation P35 listings from the 
employer covering the earnings for the relevant period.

04/12/2013WRB03450Physical Education

04/12/2013WRB0350048. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
require all primary and post-primary students to undertake instruction in swimming and life 
saving; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52036/13]

04/12/2013WRB03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): At primary level, the curricu-
lum in Physical Education includes six broad strands featuring Athletics, Dance, Gymnastics, 
Games, Outdoor and adventure activities and Aquatics.  While five of the strands are designed 
to be implemented each year where possible, the Aquatics strand is outlined for implementation 
at any level, depending on the availability of facilities in the area.
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The Physical Education curricula at both primary and second level have been developed on 
the understanding that facilities available to schools vary.  Consequently, they offer a level of 
flexibility that allows each individual school to design a programme that can be delivered using 
the resources and supports available to it. 

04/12/2013WRB03650Student Grant Scheme Appeals

04/12/2013WRB0370049. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills  whether a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo can submit an appeal to the student grants appeal 
board when there is a review of the Student Universal Support Ireland grant application ongo-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52040/13]

04/12/2013WRB03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy that a fees only grant was awarded on 25th November, 2013 and that her col-
lege has been informed.

04/12/2013WRB03850Student Grant Scheme Payments

04/12/2013WRB0390050. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an award of a full 
100% non-adjacent rate maintenance grant and 100% fees and student contribution will be hon-
oured in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [52064/13]

04/12/2013WRB04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy has been awarded the full non-adjacent maintenance grant. She is not eligible for a 
fee grant as she is studying in a college outside the State.

It appears that the original grant award letter was sent in error. The Deputy will appreciate 
that some errors may inevitably arise when handling a high volume of applications within a 
relatively short timeframe. 

SUSI has also confirmed that it is awaiting hardcopy confirmation of registration, which 
must be stamped and signed by an official at the institute attended by the student, to enable pay-
ment of grant to proceed. 

04/12/2013WRB04050Public Sector Pensions

04/12/2013WRB0410051. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to a par-
liamentary question of 23 October 2013, when a reply will issue to a query (details supplied) 
raised with his Department on 23 September 2013; the reason for the delay with the response; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52135/13]

04/12/2013WRB04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The query to which the Dep-
uty refers in being addressed in the Pension Unit of my Department.  The matter is being in-
vestigated in order to establish the facts and this investigation includes engagement with the 
employer, the school board of management.   The matter is receiving attention and officials will 
respond to the query as soon as the required information is collated and considered.

04/12/2013WRB04250Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

04/12/2013WRB0430052. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total salary of 
the chief executive officer of the Teaching Council; if they receive more than one salary for the 
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role, that is, from his Department and the Teaching Council. [52138/13]

04/12/2013WRB04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Director of the Teaching 
Council was appointed for a 5 year terms in 2014 following a publicly advertised competitive 
interview process.   The sanctioned salary for the Post is in line with the civil service Principal 
Officer (Higher) Scale.  The current Director is on secondment to the Teaching Council from 
the Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht. That Department continues to pay the salary 
linked to his substantive grade, which is civil service Director. The Teaching Council reimburs-
es that Department in accordance with the approved level for the post of Director the Teaching 
Council which is aligned with the civil service Principal Officer (Higher) Scale.  No additional 
cost arises to the Council  or my Department from this arrangement.  The Director’s and other 
staff salaries are funded from within the Teaching Council’s own resources. 

04/12/2013WRB04450School Accommodation

04/12/2013WRB0450053. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
plans for the future accomodation needs of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [52155/13]

04/12/2013WRB04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has been working with the relevant Local Authority in relation to identify-
ing and acquiring a suitable site for the provision of permanent accommodation for the school 
to which he refers. I can confirm to the Deputy that a suitable site has been identified and nego-
tiations are ongoing. Due to commercial  sensitivities attaching to site acquisitions generally, I 
am not in a position to comment further on the matter at this time.

04/12/2013WRB04650Schools Building Projects Status

04/12/2013WRB0470054. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
plans for the management of a proposed second level school (details supplied) in Dublin 24; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52156/13]

04/12/2013WRB04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that, in accordance with my announcement of 28 November 2013,  the new post-primary school 
for Dublin 24 will operate under the patronage of the Dublin and Dun Laoghaire Education & 
Training Board.  The new school is scheduled to commence operation in 2016.

04/12/2013WRB04850Schools Building Projects Status

04/12/2013WRB0490055. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects a 
new school (details supplied) in County Wicklow to open; when a site for this new school will 
be confirmed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52161/13]

04/12/2013WRB05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the new school to which he refers is planned to open in September 2016. My officials are 
working closely with officials from Wicklow County Council in relation to identifying and 
acquiring a suitable site for this school.  However, given the sensitivities associated with land 
acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further on the site acquisition at this 
time.  
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012/2013WRC00150Schools Building Projects Status

04/12/2013WRC0020056. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the construction of a new school (details supplied) in County Wicklow; the expected 
completion date for construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52162/13]

04/12/2013WRC00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  It is anticipated that 
the Design Team will shortly be in a position to submit the Stage 2b (Detailed Design) to my 
Department for review.  Once this review has been completed my Department will be in contact 
with the Board of Management and Design Team with regard to the progression of the project 
to tender and construction. However, until the tender exercise to appoint a main contractor is 
concluded, it will not be possible to indicate the expected start date or completion date for the 
construction stage. The Design Team are working closely with the school authority and, in 
conjunction with my DEpartment, will keep the school fully informed as the project progresses 
through the remaining stages.

04/12/2013WRC00350Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

04/12/2013WRC0040057. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of 
the recent reports into the use of donations and proceeds from shops to top up the salaries of 
chief executive officers and other officials in sections 38 and 39 organisations funded from the 
Health Service Executive, if he will seek clarifications from the institutions who are funded by 
his Department to determine if similar practices exist in those organisations; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [52165/13]

04/12/2013WRC00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Arising from the current ex-
amination of remuneration practices in Health Sector Agencies, the Committee of Public Ac-
counts has asked all Accounting Officers for assurances that public sector employees are in 
compliance with public pay policy. On foot of this request my Department will be seeking the 
necessary assurances regarding compliance from institutions in the Education Sector.

04/12/2013WRC00550Special Educational Needs Staffing

04/12/2013WRC0060058. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has been 
drawn to the discrepancies in the allocations between special needs assistants in the school 
system, with some schools having a full 32 hours post allocated to each SNA in that school by 
the special education needs organiser covering that area, with the SNA’s working in the school 
in question completing a school week of 28 hours 20 minutes but in receipt of the full 32 hour 
weekly wage; the opposite can be found under another SENO in an area only five miles away 
allocating 88% of a full 32 hour post to an SNA in that school, with that SNA’s in receipt of 28 
hours 20 minutes pay; and the way he propose to deal with same. [52179/13]

04/12/2013WRC00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Firstly, I would point out 
that the allocation of SNA resources is not a matter for this Department but is instead an inde-
pendent function carried out by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through 
its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), who are responsible for 
processing applications from primary and post primary schools for special educational needs 
supports including resource teaching and SNA support as well as the establishment of special 
classes in various geographical areas as required. The number of SNAs employed in a school 
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depends on the allocation given to the school by the NCSE, based on its assessment of the 
special educational needs of pupils in the school.  If the Deputy requires further information 
regarding the methodology around the allocation of SNA resources to schools then her query 
should more appropriately be directed to the NCSE.  The NCSE does not have a role in setting 
the contractual hours of work of SNAs.

The position regarding the working hours of full-time SNAs is as outlined in the standard 
SNA contract of employment, which was agreed by this Department, the Trade Unions (IM-
PACT and SIPTU) representing SNAs and the Management Bodies in 2005. In that context, 
the standard SNA contract has been designed to be flexible to cater for the different spectrum 
of working hours across all the various schools including primary, post-primary and special 
schools. No set hours were agreed but instead full-time SNAs are expected to work for the 
normal school hours in the school that they are working in, and in addition to be available for a 
period of time before and after school in order to help with reception and dispersal of children 
and preparation and tidying up of classrooms etc. These times are set locally by the school 
management and will vary from school to school depending on the requirements of the school. 

In addition, all SNAs were required to be available for a number of days at the start and 
finish of each school term not exceeding 12 in total. Under the Croke Park Agreement it was 
agreed to introduce greater flexibility to the use of these 12 days. These 12 days now equate to 
72 hours (pro-rata for part-time SNAs) to be used by schools as an additional bank of hours to 
be utilised and delivered outside of normal school opening hours and/or the normal school year. 
SNAs who are employed in a part-time capacity are paid a pro-rata amount dependent upon 
their level of hours of employment.  Part-time SNAs are paid on the agreed divisor rate for pay 
purposes for part-time SNAs which is 32 hours. 

Furthermore, the issue of appropriate working hours for all public servants was one of 
the key aspects of the set of proposals for a public service agreement which were put for-
ward by the Labour Relations Commission and which now form the Public Service Stability 
Agreement 2013-2016 (the Haddington Road Agreement).  The specific text of the Haddington 
Road Agreement relating to working hours for SNAs is as follows:”SPECIAL NEEDS ASSIS-
TANTS Hours - Under the terms of the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014, discussions took 
place that led to agreement on changed attendance arrangements for Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) that give schools the option of an additional two hours working time per week from 
each Special Needs Assistant.  Under the terms of this Agreement on increased working hours 
in the Public Service, the available requirements in schools for additional hours for SNAs is 
quite limited.  Given issues such as the duration of the school day and operation hours, and the 
specific availability of individual SNAs the details of the utilisation of any additional require-
ments should be the subject of further discussions.  These new attendance arrangements, allied 
to the provisions outlined in the above paragraph should be the subject of a review by the LRC 
in advance of the 2013/2014 school year, involving the Department of Education and Skills 
and IMPACT/SIPTU, in order to assess if the additional hours are being utilised in the most 
effective and appropriate manner and in order to achieve agreement on any changes deemed 
necessary in terms of the arrangement agreed for teachers.  This will constitute the liability on 
Special Needs Assistants in respect of working hours for the purposes of this extension to the 
Public Service Agreement.”

04/12/2013WRC00750Site Acquisitions

04/12/2013WRC0080059. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
site selection for a new campus for a school (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [52207/13]
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04/12/2013WRC00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my officials are working closely with officials from Galway City Council in relation to identi-
fying and acquiring a suitable site for new school accommodation for the school to which he 
refers. A suitable site has been identified. However, given the sensitivities associated with land 
acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further in relation to the site acquisi-
tion at this time.

04/12/2013WRC00950Redundancy Payments

04/12/2013WRC0100060. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills in the event of a 
school closing, if ancillary staff such as school secretary and caretaker are entitled to redun-
dancy; if so whose responsibility is it to pay this redundancy; if he will outline the application 
process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52214/13]

04/12/2013WRC01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Staff entitlements on the clo-
sure of a school will depend on the status of the employees concerned. If the staff are public 
servants and are covered by the Haddington Road Agreement protection against compulsory 
redundancy, then on the closure of the school the staff may be offered the option of redeploy-
ing to another public service post or voluntary redundancy, depending on the circumstances of 
the particular case. In such cases, the redundancy payment if applicable would be made by the 
Department or the employing ETB as appropriate.

If the staff concerned are employed directly by the school using ancillary grant funding, 
then their employer, for all purposes, is the school. Accordingly, it would be a matter for the em-
ployer (the school) to determine whether a redundancy payment is applicable in such case(s), 
in line with the relevant legislation. In such cases, the employer would be required to make any 
such redundancy payment required under the relevant legislation.

04/12/2013WRC01150Public Sector Pensions Data

04/12/2013WRC0120061. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
maximum pension payable to a civil servant on a salary of €150,000 per annum who retires at 
each age between 60 and 65 in each of the years 2014 to 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [52143/13]

04/12/2013WRC01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The maxi-
mum pension payable to any Civil Servant is half of final salary, subject to attaining maximum 
reckonable service of 40 years.  Accordingly based on a salary of €150,000 per annum, the 
maximum annual pension payable for any of the years 2014-2018, with a minimum retirement 
age of 60, would be €75,000 per annum gross for each age between 60 and 65.

04/12/2013WRC01350Valuation Office

04/12/2013WRC0140062. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide in tabular form a county breakdown of the the number of re-valuations undertaken by 
the Valuation Office; the number of valuation appeals received by the office since March 2011; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52007/13]

04/12/2013WRC01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The work of 
the Valuation Office is underpinned by the Valuation Act, 2001 which provides for the valuation 
of all commercial and industrial property.   The Commissioner of Valuation is independent in 
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the performance of his functions under the Act and the making of valuations for local authority 
rating is his sole prerogative. There are two provisions in the legislation governing the assess-
ment of valuations, i.e. revision and revaluation.

Revision of valuation is the mechanism used to maintain existing local authority valuation 
lists. It is used to add new properties to the list, to amend the valuations of altered properties and 
to remove demolished or defunct properties from the list.  The valuations of commercial prop-
erties at revision are determined by reference to the net annual values of comparable properties 
on the same valuation list.  That is to say that they are compared with similar type properties in 
the same local authority area to ensure, in so far as it is possible, that they are all treated equally.

In accordance with the 2001 Act, which came into force on 2nd May, 2002, a national pro-
gramme is being rolled out progressively for the revaluation of all commercial and industrial 
properties in the State.  The revaluation programme aims to provide up-to-date valuations for 
individual properties across all economic sectors that are subject to local authority rates. It is 
an important programme, especially given the significant changes in rental values following 
the economic downturn of recent years.  The revaluation process is the mechanism whereby 
economic changes that take place in the property market are reflected in the valuation lists for 
rates purposes and in individual ratepayers’ rates liabilities. 

The purpose of a revaluation is to redistribute commercial rates liabilities among ratepay-
ers based on up-to-date values. Following revaluation, there will be a much closer relationship 
between rental value and commercial rates liability.  Even though property values have fallen 
generally, some ratepayers will gain while others will lose from the process of redistribution 
but, overall, there will be a fairer distribution of the rates burden.   In general, however, the rela-
tive gains to ratepayers have exceeded the losses in the revaluations carried out to date. 

The revaluation programme which has been completed in three County Council areas in 
Dublin began in November 2005 in the South Dublin County Council area and has since been 
rolled out to the areas covered by Fingal and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Councils.  The 
revaluation of South Dublin was completed in December 2007, Fingal was completed in 2009 
and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown was completed in 2010.  

After publication of the valuations, the Act provides for an appeal to the Commissioner of 
Valuation and following the Commissioner’s decision on this appeal, the ratepayer has the fur-
ther option of making an appeal to the independent Valuation Tribunal. There is also a further 
appeal on a point of law to the High and Supreme Courts.

As requested, the number of revaluations completed and the number of appeals to the Com-
missioner of Valuation arising from those revaluations is indicated in the following table.  All 
appeals to the Commissioner arising from the revaluation have to be lodged within 40 days of 
publication of the new valuation list.  

Local Authority - Area Number of Revaluations Number of Appeals to Commissioner of 
Valuation

South Dublin County 6,304 725
Fingal County 5,676 819
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County 5,165 1,148

The revaluation programme for the Dublin City Council area is currently underway and is 
expected to be completed by 31st December, 2013.  Additionally, the revaluation of properties 
in all the local authority areas of Waterford and Limerick will be completed in 2013 and 2014 
respectively.
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The Valuation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 2012 which had its second stage reading in Se-
anad Éireann on 11th October, 2012 and is currently awaiting Committee stage, provides for a 
number of initiatives to accelerate the overall revaluation programme, such as the piloting of a 
self-assessment scheme of valuation in one local authority area, which if it proves successful 
could be extended to other areas.  There is also provision in the Bill to allow for the piloting of 
the assessment of valuations by contract valuers under an external delivery scheme.  The Bill 
also contains provisions to streamline the overall process of revaluation and the appeal mecha-
nisms available to ratepayers subsequent to the revaluation.

04/12/2013WRC01550Burial Grounds

04/12/2013WRC0160063. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the transferring of lands for the use of a public burial ground at Abbey Island 
in Derrynane, County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[52154/13]

04/12/2013WRC01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The contracts 
were received by the Commissioners of Public Works on 25 November 2013.  The transfer of 
the lands in question will be completed in the near future.

04/12/2013WRC01750Departmental Expenditure

04/12/2013WRC0180064. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
cost of running the seed and venture capital scheme to date and the cost of similar schemes.  
[52049/13]

04/12/2013WRC01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Irish seed 
and venture capital sector is a critical element of the funding environment supporting entrepre-
neurship and the creation of jobs in Ireland.  Along with taking equity stakes in companies, the 
State has invested heavily in stimulating the Venture Capital sector.  Three programmes have 
been run since 1994 and a fourth programme of €175m was announced by the Government as 
part of Budget 2013 for the period 2013-2018. 

The Seed and Venture Capital Scheme’s document, as with all Scheme documents under 
the Industrial Development Acts, are approved by both the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform and the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  This document gives Enterprise 
Ireland the legal authority to administer the Scheme. Enterprise Ireland in consultation with my 
Department determine the relevant thresholds and criteria for each call for expressions of inter-
est under the Scheme as they are issued.  

Enterprise Ireland staff manage the due diligence, investment process and back office func-
tions that are required to manage the commitments the Government makes to Funds through 
the Seed and Venture Capital Schemes.  When making commitments to venture capital funds, 
the State invests on a ‘pari passu’ basis with the private sector, equally sharing the risks and 
rewards.

However, all of the various initiatives are independently managed by the private sector that 
make all decisions regarding investments in line with their strategy and the market opportuni-
ties they identify. 

The Seed and Venture Capital Scheme, the Development Capital Scheme, and Innovation 
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Fund Ireland all form part of the suite of finance measures put in place through the Action Plan 
for Jobs to increase the availability of funding for SMEs and all operate under Schemes. 

04/12/2013WRC01950Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

04/12/2013WRC0200065. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views on whether it would be more efficient for the Government, from a time and cost point 
of view, to direct money ring-fenced for investment in small and medium enterprises, in co-
operation with private funds, to new financing models such as peer-to-peer funding.  [52050/13]

04/12/2013WRC02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Action 
Plan for Jobs 2013 sets out a range of commitments with regard to access to finance, including 
a commitment to investigate the potential for alternative funding mechanisms including peer 
to peer lending, supply chain finance and crowdfunding.  Along with supporting the more tra-
ditional models of financing, this would support the need for a broad and diversified range of 
financing mechanisms.  This is in recognition of the need for a mix of instruments to address the 
various types of company operating in Ireland and also the various growth phases of a company.

The individual financing instruments should not be seen in isolation, but as a potential set of 
interacting policies.  Therefore, it is my view that this is not an ‘either/or’ scenario.  

However, in terms of costs for supporting the alternative financing mechanisms, it must 
be borne in mind that value for money and a strong justification for State intervention is a key 
consideration.  As many of the alternative forms of financing are relatively new and are only 
currently establishing a presence in Ireland, I am inclined to consider the various available op-
tions prior to intervening with taxpayers’ money in an effort to boost take up.  Private sector 
initiatives have their place, and do not always necessarily require Government funding to be 
kick-started.  

If Government funding is directed towards these types of funding models in the future, care-
ful design of any intervention along with monitoring and evaluation will be required to ensure 
the optimal intended results are achieved.

04/12/2013WRC02150Enterprise Support Schemes

04/12/2013WRC0220066. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
specific projects that he plans for County Monaghan arising from the Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment Plan 2012-2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52140/13]

04/12/2013WRC02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Developing 
enterprise and helping create jobs remain top priorities for Government.  The “Infrastructure 
and Capital Investment Plan 2012-16”  identifies investment in the productive sector and hu-
man capital – such as direct supports for enterprise development, science, technology and inno-
vation advancement as one of its main components.  The Investment Plan commits substantial 
resources to my Department to foster industry and creativity and lead to an end to joblessness.  
It also acknowledges that sustained investments will ensure that Ireland remains an attractive 
location for Foreign Direct Investment and a location in which to grow, develop and protect 
businesses and ideas.  

With this in mind, our primary objective is to create the environment for economic recovery 
through competitiveness, enterprise and job creation as part of the ongoing implementation of 
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the annual Action Plan for Jobs process.   I am currently preparing the 2014 Action Plan for Jobs 
on behalf of the Government and we will continue, through that process, to build on the suc-
cess of the actions we have taken over the last two years, whereby the private sector is creating 
5,000 jobs per month.

The Enterprise Development agencies, under my Department, are at the forefront of imple-
menting the Action Plan for Jobs and other Government initiatives.  In Monaghan, there are 6 
IDA-supported companies employing 275 people in permanent positions and a further 73 in 
contract positions.  IDA Ireland continues to market Monaghan for new investment and in line 
with IDA’s Strategy, Horizon 2020  the Agency works closely with its existing client base to en-
courage them to grow and embed their businesses.  IDA will consider all opportunities to utilise 
its lands at Knockaconny in Monaghan to attract FDI, indigenous and other non-traditional type 
investments which may not fall under the general remit of IDA or Enterprise Ireland but could 
create investment and employment opportunities. 

Enterprise Ireland provides a range of supports for start-ups including: the Competitive 
Feasibility Fund for the North East Region (Cavan, Monaghan and Louth) launched in February 
2013; the Competitive Start-Up Fund; the Seed and Venture Capital and Development Capital 
Funds; the HALO Business Angel Partnership Programme, that is mandated to match business 
angels to appropriate projects; the “New Frontiers” Programme and the Innovation Voucher 
Initiative.  Enterprise Ireland has 124 client companies in Monaghan employing almost 3,500 
people.  To date in 2013, over €1.5m has been approved to Monaghan companies and €599,000 
paid across EI’s suite of supports. 

Enterprise Ireland will continue to support new High Potential Start-Ups in Co. Monaghan 
in 2014, as well as supporting established Clients using the various Programmes under the remit 
of the Agency.  EI is also available to work with, and support, local entrepreneurs with com-
mercial business plans and also provides preferential funding for entrepreneurs and companies, 
with detailed export plans, who are expanding or establishing a business in the County.

Monaghan County Enterprise Board (CEB) promotes an enterprise culture throughout the 
County and supports start-ups and small to medium sized businesses in a variety of practical 
ways, through both financial and non-financial or “soft” supports including the provision of 
business advice, mentoring and training to all clients. 

In 2012-2013, Monaghan CEB approved grants to the value of €786,154, with 60.5 as-
sociated jobs, including €100k in 2012 towards the establishment of an Innovation Centre in 
Carrickmacross.  In addition, the Board is involved in a number of cross-Border projects, with 
an estimated spend of €750,000, which will sustain and increase sales growth for businesses in 
Co. Monaghan. 

04/12/2013WRC02350Enterprise Support Schemes

04/12/2013WRC0240067. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the spe-
cific projects that he plans for County Cavan arising from the Infrastructure and Capital Invest-
ment Plan 2012-2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52141/13]

04/12/2013WRC02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  Developing 
enterprise and helping create jobs remain top priorities for Government.  The “Infrastructure 
and Capital Investment Plan 2012-16”  identifies investment in the productive sector and hu-
man capital - such as direct supports for enterprise development, science, technology and inno-
vation advancement as one of its main components.  The Investment Plan commits substantial 
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resources to my Department to foster industry and creativity and lead to an end to joblessness.  
It also acknowledges that sustained investments will ensure that Ireland remains an attractive 
location for Foreign Direct Investment and a location in which to grow, develop and protect 
businesses and ideas.  

With this in mind, our primary objective is to create the environment for economic recovery 
through competitiveness, enterprise and job creation as part of the ongoing implementation of 
the annual Action Plan for Jobs process.  I am currently preparing the 2014 Action Plan for Jobs 
on behalf of the Government and we will continue, through that process, to build on the suc-
cess of the actions we have taken over the last two years, whereby the private sector is creating 
5,000 jobs per month.

The Enterprise Development agencies, under my Department, are at the forefront of imple-
menting the Action Plan for Jobs and other Government initiatives.

In Cavan there are 5 IDA-supported companies employing 1,020 people in permanent po-
sitions and a further 45 in contract positions, IDA Ireland continues to market Cavan for new 
investment and in line with IDA’s Strategy Horizon 2020, the Agency works closely with its 
existing client base to encourage them to grow and embed their businesses.  IDA will consider 
all opportunities to utilise the Business Park in Cavan to attract FDI, indigenous and other non-
traditional type investments which may not fall under the general remit of IDA or Enterprise 
Ireland but could create investment and employment opportunities. 

Enterprise Ireland provides a range of supports for start-ups including: the Competitive 
Feasibility Fund for the North East Region (Cavan, Monaghan and Louth) launched in February 
2013; the Competitive Start-Up Fund; the Seed and Venture Capital and Development Capital 
Funds; the HALO Business Angel Partnership Programme, that is mandated to match business 
angels to appropriate projects; the “New Frontiers” Programme and the Innovation Voucher 
Initiative. Enterprise Ireland currently has 99 client companies in Co. Cavan employing in ex-
cess of 4,000 people.  To date in 2013, over €1m has been paid to Cavan-based companies by 
Enterprise Ireland.  

Enterprise Ireland continues to support new High Potential Start-Ups in Co. Cavan in 2014 
as well as continuing to support established Clients using the various Programmes under the 
remit of the Agency.  Enterprise Ireland is also available to work with and support local entre-
preneurs with commercial business plans and also provides preferential funding for entrepre-
neurs and companies, with detailed export plans, who are expanding or establishing a business 
in the County. 

Cavan County Enterprise Board (CEB) promotes an enterprise culture throughout the Coun-
ty and it supports start-ups and small to medium sized businesses in a variety of practical ways, 
through both financial and non-financial or “soft” supports including the provision of business 
advice, mentoring and training to all clients. 

So far this year, Cavan CEB has approved 18 grants to the value of €361,500 with 50 asso-
ciated jobs.  They have held 29 training courses with 410 participants, as well as an Accelerate 
Programme and a Retail Management Development Programme. 

04/12/2013WRC02550Social Insurance

04/12/2013WRC0260068. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection when the initiative intro-
duced in July 2011 to reduce the PRSI liability for employers hiring employees up to €365 per 
week will expire; if she has carried out any analysis on the impact this will have on employ-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [52030/13]
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04/12/2013WRC02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Employer PRSI is payable on 
earnings at the rate of 10.75% in respect of weekly earnings in excess of €356 and at 8.5% on 
weekly earnings of €356 or less. 

As part of the 2011 Jobs Initiative, the Minister for Finance announced the halving of the 
8.5% rate of employer PRSI to 4.25%, as a means of helping job creation and improving la-
bour cost competitiveness, particularly in the tourism and other employment-rich areas of the 
economy.  The measure was implemented in July on a 2½ year time limited basis to apply from 
1 July 2011 until 31 December 2013.  The 4.25% employer PRSI rate will revert to the original 
8.5% rate from 1 January 2014. 

Retaining the 4.25% rate of employer PRSI in 2014 would reduce the expected PRSI yield 
to the Social Insurance Fund by €195 million in a full year.  As the reversion of the employer 
rate to 8.5% is provided for in legislation, it has already been built into the PRSI income base 
for 2014 and subsequent years. 

As employment is affected by a number of factors including the current economic environ-
ment, it is not possible to carry out an analysis of the impact on employment of this measure in 
isolation.

  Question No. 69 withdrawn.

04/12/2013WRC02850Carer’s Allowance Appeals

04/12/2013WRC0290070. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
decision on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51996/13]

04/12/2013WRC03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 10th   
October 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When 
these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to 
an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

In the meantime, if the means of the person concerned are insufficient to meet their needs, 
it is open to them to contact their local community welfare service to explore their possible 
entitlement to supplementary welfare allowance pending the outcome of their appeal process.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

04/12/2013WRC03050Departmental Reports

04/12/2013WRC0310071. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has seen the con-
tent of the citizens information centre report on the centralised rent supplement units and the 
experience of applicants and recipients in dealing with them; when it will be published for 
public consumption; and the progress that has been made on its recommendations and findings. 
[52000/13]
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04/12/2013WRC03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source. There are approximately 80,000 rent 
supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013. 

It is assumed that the Deputy is referring to the report entitled “Centralised Rent Supple-
ment Units: an evaluation of clients’ experiences” which was compiled following research by a 
number of Citizens Information Centres (CICs) in 2012 and launched in June 2013. This report 
is not a report published by the Department of Social Protection. 

Citizens Information Services (CISs) provide a face-to-face service to the public in the 
provision of free, impartial and confidential information. They are supported and funded by the 
Citizens Information Board. Each CIS is an independent company, limited by guarantee and 
managed by Voluntary Boards of Management.  They each cover a geographical area, either 
country-wide or part of an urban area, and deliver their services through a network of CICs.  

I am aware of the contents of this report which  was based on material collected between 
July 2012 and October 2012.  The sample size of 55 respondents referred to in the report cannot 
be considered a representative sample of the over 13,500 claims that were maintained by the 
Department’s CRUs in Park West and Tallaght at that time, representing a sample size of some 
0.4%. The report made a number of recommendations, a number of which are already in place.

Since the period of this research, the Department has made changes to the structure of these 
units to streamline the geographical areas that they cover. It has also introduced a number of 
changes and improvements to the operation of the CRUs, including the introduction of dedi-
cated e-mail addresses and the introduction of a new streamlined rent application form in Sep-
tember 2012 which has resulted in an increase in completed applications at initial stage thereby 
improving the processing times. 

The Department continues to keep the operational and organisational process of the CRUs 
under constant review with a view to managing operational efficiency and maximising service 
for the customer.

04/12/2013WRC03250Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

04/12/2013WRC0330072. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection if a domiciliary care allow-
ance will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. [52041/13]

04/12/2013WRC03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on 17th October 2013.  This 
application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for their medical 
opinion.  Upon receipt of this opinion, a decision will issue to the person concerned.  It can take 
up to 8 weeks to process an application for DCA.

04/12/2013WRC03450Social Welfare Fraud Data

04/12/2013WRC0350073. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of calls 
and online reports that were received by her Department’s anonymous reporting service in 
2012 and 2013; and the number of these reports that resulted in action against an individual. 
[52045/13]
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04/12/2013WRC03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  My Department accepts reports 
of possible fraud from members of the public in relation to the operation of its schemes and 
uses both a dedicated phone number and a facility on the Department’s website for this purpose. 
Members of the public are asked to provide as much detail as possible about the case they are 
reporting and they can do so anonymously. 

Reports can be made as follows:

- By email: www.welfare.ie   

- By phone: (01) 6732123, or (071) 9672648 or Locall: 1890 927999;

- By Post: Central Control Division, DSP, Shannon Lodge, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co Leitrim. 

All anonymous or confidential reports are examined and, where relevant, are referred to the 
relevant sections and/or to the Department’s Inspectors for follow-up action. A payment is not 
suspended or stopped on the basis of an anonymous report, however, it may “trigger” the insti-
gation of a review of a customer’s entitlement.  

The following table outlines the number of anonymous reports dealt with in the Depart-
ment’s Control Division in the period requested: 

 - 2012 2013 (to end of October)
Phone 19,009 13,471
Email 2,002 1,036
Letter 7,011 4,794
Total 28,022 19,301

Statistics on the outcomes of anonymous reports are unavailable because while these reports 
are used to “trigger” or instigate investigations, they are not taken into account when the review 
of the customer’s payment is being decided.

04/12/2013WRC03650Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

04/12/2013WRC0370074. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection her Department’s 
policy on dependants (details supplied).  [52052/13]

04/12/2013WRC03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The personal rate of State pension 
contributory is a non means-tested payment based on PRSI contributions paid to the Social 
Insurance Fund over a working life.  To qualify a person needs to:

- enter insurable employment by age 55 for State Pension (transition) and age 56 for State 
Pension (contributory);

- have paid 520 full rate social insurance contributions;

- have a yearly average contributions of at least 10 for State pension (contributory), and at 
least 24 for State pension (transition).   

The yearly average determines the weekly rate of payment. 

An increase in the State pension for a spouse or partner (qualified adult) can be paid. This 
element of the State pension is means tested.  Any income the qualified adult has from employ-
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ment, self-employment, savings, investments and capital (for example, any property except 
the person’s home) is taken into account.  Where there is joint savings or investments with the 
spouse or partner, half of that amount is taken into account.  An increase for a qualified adult 
may be payable if the qualified adult has weekly income of less than €310.00.  

The assessment of means is a way of checking if a person has enough means to support 
themselves and what amount of payment, if any, they may qualify for.  The rules for assess-
ing entitlement to an increase in the State pension for a spouse or partner (qualified adult) are 
provided for in social welfare legislation.  I am afraid that it is not therefore possible to exclude 
certain savings or investments on the basis that they have been set aside for a specific purpose, 
such as that outlined by the Deputy.

Where a person does not meet the qualifying conditions for State pension contributory, they 
may apply for the means-tested State pension non-contributory.  The means test for State pen-
sion non-contributory takes into account the income and assets of both the claimant and his or 
her spouse or partner.  Capital, property (excluding a person’s home), savings and investments 
are assessed as capital and a formula is then used to assess the weekly means from capital.  The 
weekly rate payable depends on the total weekly means of the person or couple.

The formula for assessing means from capital is as follows:

Capital Weekly means assessed
First €20,000 Nil
Next €10,000 €1 per €1,000 
Next €10,000 €2 per €1,000
Balance €4 per €1,000

It is the policy of the Department to carry out regular reviews of benefits paid and where 
additional information is made available reviews of cases are carried out which may affect the 
benefit in payment. 

In relation to caring and support from my Department, it is open to those who wish to avail 
of the carer’s schemes to apply for and be assessed for same.  It is worth noting that the means 
test used in relation to the carers scheme is a more generous means test to that used for the 
qualified adult payment.  A person who is currently in receipt of a social welfare payment may 
also qualify for a half rate carer’s allowance payment.  I would encourage that those who need 
to avail of this scheme to apply for it.

04/12/2013WRC03850Invalidity Pension Appeals

04/12/2013WRC0390075. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
application for an invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied). [52055/13]

04/12/2013WRC04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was received in that office on 16th July 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 21st  October 2013 and the 
case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

04/12/2013WRC04050Social Welfare Benefits

04/12/2013WRC0410076. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will clarify the 
position on back week for a community employment scheme and the non-payment of welfare 
allowance for two weeks during the first two weeks of the scheme; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [52127/13]

04/12/2013WRC04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Community Employment Op-
erating Guidelines issued to Sponsors state that participants are paid the appropriate weekly rate 
for a maximum initial period of 52 weeks irrespective of the specific working arrangement.  CE 
participant wages are paid weekly on a current week basis. For example if a participant starts on 
a community employment scheme on a Monday they will be paid on the Thursday of the same 
week, via the scheme’s payroll. Likewise when a CE participant finishes on a CE scheme they 
will be paid on the Thursday of the week that they finish.

04/12/2013WRC04250Death Certificates

04/12/2013WRC0430077. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will support 
the case of a person (details supplied) regarding the recognition of a death of an unborn child. 
[52133/13]

04/12/2013WRC04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The loss of a child in any circum-
stances is an extremely tragic event for a family and I would like to extend my deepest sympa-
thies to those families who have lost children. 

The procedures governing the registration of deaths are provided for under Part 5 of the 
Civil Registration Act, 2004.  When a death occurs, it is registered on foot of a certificate of 
cause of death supplied by a registered medical practitioner.  Where a death is referred to a 
coroner, the death is registered by a registrar on foot of a coroner’s certificate.  These are the 
only circumstances under which a death can be registered.  

Section 28 of the Civil Registration Act, 2004 provides for the registration of stillbirths. 
A still-born child is defined under the Act as “a child who, at birth, weighs not less than 500 
grammes or has a gestational age of not less than 24 weeks and shows no sign of life and ‘still-
birth’ shall be construed accordingly”.

Section 28 (7) of the Act provides that, if a coroner ascertains that a body is that of a still-
born child, he or she shall notify a registrar in the functional area of the authority in which the 
body is located of the stillbirth and shall give to the registrar, in as far as he or she can ascertain 
them, the required particulars in relation to the stillbirth, and the registrar shall register the still-
birth in such manner as an tArd-Chlaraitheoir may direct. 

I am aware that the circumstances in the case raised by the Deputy are very sad for the fam-
ily. Unfortunately it is necessary that a registration of death, including a still birth, requires a 
certificate of cause of death by a registered medical practitioner or a coroners certificate. 
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04/12/2013WRC04450Security of the Elderly

04/12/2013WRC0450078. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to provide ad-
ditional funds for senior citizens alert following the termination of the telephone allowance; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [52157/13]

04/12/2013WRC04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The overall concern of the Gov-
ernment in this and previous budgets has been to protect the primary weekly social welfare 
rates. Maintaining the rate of the State pension and other core payments is critical in relation 
to protecting people from poverty.  To allow us to protect these core payments, we have had to 
look very carefully at other additional payments.  The cost of the telephone allowance scheme 
had risen each year with the number of eligible customers also increasing significantly.  In 2007 
there were some 316,000 people receiving the telephone allowance compared to almost 396,000 
at the end of September this year, an increase of 25%.  Each year almost 10,000 extra customers 
become eligible for the allowance because of the increased number of pension recipients. 

I am keenly aware of the impact on the Department’s customers and particularly those who 
are living alone.  While we are ending the telephone allowance the savings that this will provide 
means that we have been able to keep at the same rates the other elements of the household ben-
efits package, including the free electricity/gas allowance and the free television licence.  We 
have also retained the fuel allowance, free travel and the living alone increase. 

Of course it is important to be aware that Ireland’s pensioners as a group have the lowest 
consistent poverty rate and, as a group compared to the rest of the population, are least likely to 
be at risk of poverty - pointing to the adequacy and importance of the State pension.  Between 
2004 and 2011, consistent poverty for older people (those over 65) fell from 3.3% to 1.9%.  The 
‘at risk of poverty’ rate for people in that age group also reduced from 27.1% to 9.7% over the 
same period. 

The monthly allowances under the household benefits package are a contribution towards 
the cost of services; they are not intended to meet those costs in full.  The ending of the tele-
phone allowance of €9.50 per month (or about €2.20 per week) will not result in the automatic 
removal of any landline service linked to a personal alarm.  Indeed, since the Budget announce-
ment, I am aware that one telephone company has advertised that they will cover the value of 
the allowance. I would hope that other telephone companies will consider this. 

The telephone allowance was introduced at a time when telephones were expensive and un-
common and a landline service was the only option available to the customer.  The market has 
changed enormously since the introduction of the allowance, with several companies providing 
a range of services and rates with bundled services including television, telephone and broad-
band and pay-as-you-go mobiles.  There are also personal security services that use mobile 
technology rather than land lines.  My Department has no role in the funding or operation of the 
seniors alert scheme which provides grant support for the supply of equipment such as personal 
alarms, smoke detectors and security lighting to enable older people without sufficient means 
to continue to live securely in their homes.  The Department of Environment, Community and 
Local Government operates the scheme.  The budget allocation for 2013 was €2.35 million. 
There has been no reduction in this funding in Budget 2014. 

04/12/2013WRC04650Rent Supplement Scheme Data

04/12/2013WRC0470079. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
in receipt of rent allowance at present; the number of such in each county; and the total cost of 
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same.  [52173/13]

04/12/2013WRC04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  There are approximately 81,000 rent 
supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013. A 
breakdown of rent supplement recipients by county is provided in the following tabular state-
ment. A breakdown of rent supplement expenditure by county is not available.

Rent Supplement recipients, as of end October 2013

County Recipients
DUBLIN 29,892
CORK 9,088
KILDARE 4,323
GALWAY 3,998
WEXFORD 3,240
LIMERICK 3,030
WICKLOW 2,470
LOUTH 2,427
TIPPERARY 2,098
DONEGAL 2,077
MAYO 2,008
MEATH 1,981
KERRY 1,849
WESTMEATH 1,586
CLARE 1,560
WATERFORD 1,531
KILKENNY 1,256
OFFALY 1,131
CARLOW 1,087
LAOIS 1,086
ROSCOMMON 813
SLIGO 533
LONGFORD 527
CAVAN 443
MONAGHAN 402
LEITRIM 360
Total 80,796

04/12/2013WRC04850Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

04/12/2013WRC0490080. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding the lack of support for persons who were self-
employed; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [52201/13]

04/12/2013WRC05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Self-employed persons are liable 
for pay related social insurance (PRSI) at a rate of 4%, which entitles them to access long-
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term benefits such as State pension (contributory) and widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil 
partner’s pension (contributory).  This compares to employees in respect of whom a combined 
14.75% rate, under full-rate PRSI Class A, is paid giving entitlement to the full range of social 
insurance benefits including jobseeker’s benefit.

Any person of working age who does not qualify for jobseeker’s benefit may claim means 
tested jobseeker’s allowance.  Subject to means and other qualifying conditions, self-employed 
persons may claim jobseeker’s allowance if their business ceases or there is reduced demand 
for their services.  Typically over 80% of jobseeker’s allowance claims from self-employed 
persons have been awarded over recent years. 

Previously self-employed persons in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance have access to the full 
range of activation measures available through the State.  Given the scale of unemployment 
levels, the key objective of activation policy and labour market initiatives is to offer assistance 
to those most in need of support in securing work and achieving financial self-sufficiency.  This 
policy objective prioritises scarce resources to those in receipt of qualifying welfare payments.  
Accordingly the employment services and schemes provided by the Department are focused in 
the first instance on this cohort of unemployed people. 

However, many services are available to the formerly self-employed who are not in receipt 
of a social welfare payment. Some employment services, such as assistance with job-search 
activities and the use of online job search tools, are available to people if they register with the 
Department’s employment services offices, regardless of their social welfare status. 

Unemployed persons, including the previously self-employed, not in receipt of payments 
may also be eligible to avail of up-skilling opportunities, but are not eligible to receive a train-
ing allowance while undertaking the course.  Springboard courses are open to people who were 
previously self-employed, regardless of their social welfare status.

04/12/2013WRC05050Social Welfare Code Reform

04/12/2013WRC0510081. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will give con-
sideration to the ten solutions for smarter futures as put forward by the One Family campaign 
group; her response to the proposals; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [52208/13]

04/12/2013WRC05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government is committed 
to supporting one-parent families to become economically independent.  My Department is 
in the process of reforming the one-parent family payment (OFP) scheme.  These reforms are 
predicated on activation and on getting people back into the workforce once their children 
have reached an appropriate age.  A wide range of supports and services are presently avail-
able to lone parents who are clients of the Department and who pro-actively engage with the 
Department’s activation process.  As part of the supports that are available to lone parents, my 
Department has provided funding to One Family for its ‘New Futures’ programme for the 2011-
2012 period.  In 2012,  One Family obtained further funding from my Department for its ‘New 
Futures - Securing A Career’ programme for the 2012-2013 period.  The recently introduced 
jobseeker’s allowance (JA) transitional arrangement caters for OFP recipients who lose their 
entitlement to the OFP payment from July, 2013, onwards, who have a youngest child aged 
under 14 years, and who are entitled to the jobseeker’s allowance (JA) payment.  These custom-
ers are exempt from the JA conditionality that requires them to be available for, and genuinely 
seeking, full-time work.  They are also exempt from having to prove unemployment and can 
work part-time without restrictions and still receive the JA transitional arrangement payment  
- subject to a means test.  The exemptions from the full JA conditionality will remain in place 
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until a recipient’s youngest child reaches the age of 14 years.  At this point, should they continue 
to claim the JA payment, they will be subjected to the full JA conditionality.

Recipients of either the JA payment or the JA transitional arrangement payment may qualify 
for other social welfare income support benefits at the same time as their primary payment.  
They can also avail of a wide range of education, training, and employment supports, and are 
entitled to apply, subject to qualifying conditions, for subsidised child care through both the 
community childcare subvention (CCS) programme and the child care education and training 
support (CETS) scheme that are administered by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs 
(D/CYA).  In addition, they can apply for the after-school child care scheme in the event that 
they take up employment, increase their days of employment, or commence certain employ-
ment programmes.  This scheme, which was announced in Budget 2013, and which is also 
funded by the D/CYA but jointly administered by my Department and the D/CYA, will continue 
to provide subsidised after-school child care places into 2014.

I have also secured the agreement of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs on a new 
strand of child care support for customers of the Department, including lone parents, who are 
participating in the community employment (CE) scheme.  This new child care support will be 
provided via the CETS scheme.

Lone parents can also qualify for the family income supplement (FIS).  FIS is an income 
support payment for families on low income that incentivises them to retain or increase their 
hours of employment.

  Question No. 82 withdrawn.

04/12/2013WRC05350State Pension (Non-Contributory) Appeals

04/12/2013WRC0540083. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an appeal against a cut in the non-contributory old age pension in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [52211/13]

04/12/2013WRC05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 28 
November 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

04/12/2013WRC05550Animal Welfare

04/12/2013WRC0560084. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his atten-
tion has been drawn to reports of illegal deer hunting around the country; and the safeguards 
that exist to prevent illegally shot deer entering the food chain and being passed on to restau-
rants for sale. [52057/13]

04/12/2013WRC05700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment is aware of reports of illegal killing of deer in certain areas of the country and staff from 
my Department have carried out increased number of patrols, including night patrols, in such 
cases. Persons involved in such activity are, of course, subject to prosecution under the Wildlife 
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Acts.  

Recent investigations, which culminated in the arrest of a number of individuals in Carlow, 
were the result of an investigation initiated by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my 
Department in close co-operation with An Garda Síochána following incidents in the Wicklow 
Mountains.  This is one of a number of on-going cases and investigations involving both my 
Department and An Garda Síochána.

I understand that there are a wide variety of controls in place relating to the traceability of 
meat products, including deer, to shops and restaurants which are matters for the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the Food Safety Authority.

04/12/2013WRC05750Irish Language

04/12/2013WRC0580085. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his views 
on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the Irish language; if he will pursue the ending 
of the Irish language derogation which reduces the status of Irish at European level; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [52149/13]

04/12/2013WRC05900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): I refer the Deputy to previous replies that I have given in this House to Questions 
on this matter, most recently my reply to Questions 426 and 430 on 26 November 2013.  The 
terms of the derogation specify that a decision on whether or not to extend the derogation for a 
further period of time is required by December 2015 at the latest.  My Department is engaged 
in discussions with various stakeholders, including the EU institutions, in order to formulate 
specific proposals on the optimal approach to the ending of the derogation. It is hoped to bring 
the matter forward for consideration by Government in early 2014.

It should also be noted that, as part of the Government’s strategy to ensure that a sufficient 
number of qualified personnel are available to meet the needs arising from the recognition of 
Irish as an official and working language of the EU, my Department continues to provide sub-
stantial funding for a range of specialised third-level courses and for the development of Irish 
language terminology for the EU terminology database, InterActive Terminology for Europe 
(IATE).

04/12/2013WRC05950Arts Funding

04/12/2013WRC0600086. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
ensure that funding for the arts is maintained in view of the importance of the arts to citizens 
and to the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52160/13]

04/12/2013WRC06100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan):  Government 
policy on the arts is set out in the Programme for Government.  The Government’s policy on the 
arts is to promote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, to increase access to and participation 
in the arts, and to make the arts an integral and valued part of our national life. 

Primary responsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels throughout the country is 
devolved to the Arts Council.  The Council is funded by my Department but it is statutorily 
independent in its day-to-day operations.  This includes independence in its funding decisions.  
In 2014, the Arts Council will receive an allocation of over €55.8 million in current and capital 
funding.  Details of all funding provided by the Arts Council to arts practitioners, arts groups 
and venues, including arts centres, are available on the Council’s website at www.artscouncil.ie. 
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The Government appreciates the importance of the arts, culture and the creative industries 
to both our society and to our economy.  The arts sector continues to offer vital opportunities for 
the provision of important cultural, social and employment benefits to communities throughout 
the country.  Within the current economic constraints, investment in the arts, heritage, culture 
and creative sectors is more important than ever, having regard to the employment intensity of 
these sectors. I remain committed to securing the best possible level of funding and to providing 
every possible support for these sectors.  

04/12/2013WRC06150Fuel Oil Specifications

04/12/2013WRC0620087. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the extent to which testing of diesel has take place in County Clare in the past 12 
months; if it has been brought to his attention that fuel filters which have been changed recently 
have shown evidence of excess H2O and a dark brown matter; his views on same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [52034/13]

04/12/2013WRC06300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The testing of diesel is a matter in which I, as Minister, have no role or function.

04/12/2013WRC06350Renewable Energy Generation Issues

04/12/2013WRC0640088. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on the Irish Planning Institute’s claim that the renewable export framework 
is premature without an overall national energy plan and the completion of a national landscape 
strategy, which is required in response to Ireland’s ratification of the European landscape con-
vention in 2002.  [51991/13]

04/12/2013WRC06500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Irish Planning Institute has made a submission to the initial consultation held on the Re-
newable Energy Export Policy and Development Framework which, in conjunction with all 
submissions received, will be taken into account in the development of the framework and in 
the first instance the scoping report which will be published in early 2014.  Ireland has the capa-
bility to achieve its national targets for renewable electricity for 2020 from onshore renewable 
generation alone, with capacity to spare.  This capability is referenced in both the Government’s 
Strategy for Renewable Energy 2012-2020 and the National Renewable Energy Action Plan. 
The Strategy for Renewable Energy also outlines the opportunity, under Directive 2009/28/EC, 
for projects of scale both onshore and offshore that are aimed at export markets.  The work pro-
gramme under the Memorandum of Understanding, signed last January with the UK, will result 
in completion of consideration of how Irish renewable energy resources, onshore and offshore, 
might be developed to the mutual benefit of both countries in the 2020 timeframe.  In order to 
support this opportunity, the Renewable Energy Export Policy and Development Framework 
will ensure that any export of renewable energy must take account of Ireland’s energy needs and 
long term strategic energy requirements.  The framework will have regard to national strategies 
or policies and will provide the opportunity to integrate relevant EU Directive requirements 
(including Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment).  Under Article 5 
of EU Directive 2001/42/EC, the Environmental Report, on which the SEA will be based, will 
include an assessment of any environmental effects of the policy including landscape.

I understand that the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht will bring proposals to 
Government in early 2014 with a view to finalising the National Landscape Strategy for publi-
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cation in 2014.  However, I should highlight that the primary role of planning authorities, and 
the consultative roles of other bodies and persons in decision-making relating to such issues, 
will continue to be governed by the provisions of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-
2012, to which the Renewable Energy Export Policy and Development Framework will have 
regard.  

04/12/2013WRC06550Broadband Service Provision

04/12/2013WRC0660089. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will clarify the terms of the national broadband scheme as offered to consumers; 
in particular the issues regarding an unlimited data cap; the agreed price of data once the initial 
threshold is passed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52063/13]

04/12/2013WRC06700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The broadband service contracted under National Broadband Scheme (NBS) is a basic, afford-
able, scalable product in keeping with EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme.  Under the terms 
of the contract which my Department has in place with “3”, the NBS service provider, the NBS 
mobile wireless service currently offers minimum download and upload speeds of 2.3Mbps 
and 1.4Mbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 18:1.  The NBS satellite 
service, which is utilised in a small number of cases for technical reasons associated with the 
location of the premises, offers minimum download and upload speeds of 3.6Mbps and 384 
kbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 48:1.  The monthly data allowance 
for the NBS mobile broadband service was increased from 25GB to 40GB in October 2012 at 
no additional cost to the NBS customer.  This data allowance of 40GB compares favourably 
with data allowances offered on other basic mobile broadband packages. Should a customer 
wish to use more that their 40GB allowance, there is a charge of €0.0508/mb on all additional 
data.  The NBS satellite service offers a data allowance of 11GB in any 4 week period and NBS 
satellite customers can purchase additional data at €5.00/GB.  With the NBS satellite service, 
only 50% of a customer’s usage between the hours of 23:00 hours and 07:00 hours is counted 
towards their data allowance.  

04/12/2013WRD00150National Postcode System Establishment

04/12/2013WRD0020090. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when he intends to introduce the postcode system; when is it expected to come into 
full operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52081/13]

04/12/2013WRD00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland is the only country in the OECD that does not have a national post code system. On   
8th October 2013, I announced that the Government had approved, subject to contract, the 
rollout of a new national postcode system that will provide a unique seven character code to 
every letter-box in the State by 2015.  The Government also approved, subject to contract, the 
appointment of Capita Business Support Service Ireland Limited as the company which will 
develop, roll-out and operate the Postcode System.  This company will operate the postcode 
under license for an initial ten year period extendable at the discretion of the Minister for Com-
munications by a further five years.   Under the new system, Ireland will have a public database 
of unique identifiers for all addresses in the State.

Householders will be informed of their postcode in early 2015 and the system will come 
into operation then. In the meantime the groundwork required to design the code and update pri-
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vate and public sector databases to accommodate the new postcode system will be undertaken. 

I hope to announce further details of the new system shortly when the contract is finalised.   

04/12/2013WRD00350Energy Schemes

04/12/2013WRD0040091. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the reason an elderly person who is in receipt of an old age pension from the UK 
together with a fuel allowance is prevented from receiving help in terms of insulation grants and 
other such assistance from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, due to the fact that they 
are not in receipt of a fuel allowance from her Department; if this condition can be amended 
to recognise the fact that such applicant might receive the qualifying allowance from another 
jurisdiction; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52147/13]

04/12/2013WRD00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers the Better Energy Homes and 
the Better Energy Warmer Homes schemes on behalf of my Department.  Better Energy Warm-
er Homes delivers a range of energy efficiency measures free of charge to homeowners that are 
vulnerable to energy poverty.  Better Energy Homes provides fixed grants to homeowners who 
wish to improve the energy performance of their homes, saving money, improving comfort 
and reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions.  To be eligible for the Better Energy Warmer 
Homes scheme a householder must be in receipt of one of the following:

- Fuel Allowance as part of the National Fuel Scheme (means tested);

- Job Seekers Allowance for over six months and with a child under seven years of age;

- Family Income Supplement. 

The Better Energy Homes scheme is open to any owner of a dwelling built before 2006. 

The UK Winter Fuel Payment is available to pensioners who currently or previously resided 
in the UK. This payment is available to all over 60s regardless of their means.  The Department 
of Social Protection (DSP) has confirmed that persons in receipt of the UK Winter Fuel Pay-
ment are not precluded from applying for the Fuel Allowance.  However, as the Fuel Allow-
ance is a means tested payment, receipt of the UK Fuel Payment would have to be taken into 
account in assessing eligibility.  Assuming an applicant who was in receipt of the UK Winter 
Fuel Payment was deemed eligible for the Fuel Allowance, there should be no impediment to 
them making an application for the Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme, subject to the other 
eligibility criteria being met. 

If an applicant does not qualify for the Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme they can still 
apply for a grant under the Better Energy Homes scheme.

04/12/2013WRD00550Electricity Generation

04/12/2013WRD0060092. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the extent to which it is expected to replace electricity generation from fossil fuels 
with alternatives in the short and medium term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52184/13]

04/12/2013WRD0070093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
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ral Resources if he will set out the national targets for the replacement of electricity generation 
from non-fossil fuels; the extent to which these targets are currently being met; his plans to so 
do; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52185/13]

04/12/2013WRD0080094. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the extent to which integrated plans have been developed to increase electricity 
generation from wind and or other sources over the next ten years; the extent to which it is 
expected to meet, in full or a portion thereof, the economic requirements over the period; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [52186/13]

04/12/2013WRD00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 92 to 94, inclusive, together.

The overarching objective of the Government’s energy policy is to ensure secure and sus-
tainable supplies of competitively priced energy to all consumers.  Ireland is currently heavily 
reliant on imported fossil fuels to meet our energy needs.  While it is acknowledged that fossil 
fuels will remain part of the energy mix for some time to come, progress is being made towards 
increasing the share of renewable energy in our energy requirements.  The 2009 EU Renewable 
Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of meeting 16% of our energy requirements 
from renewable sources by 2020.  In order to meet this target, Ireland is committed to meeting 
40% of electricity demand from renewable sources.

The Renewable Energy Directive also requires that Member States set out in a National 
Renewable Energy Action Plan (NREAP) their trajectories towards meeting these targets.  Ire-
land’s NREAP, which is available on my Department’s website, assumes Ireland’s 16% target 
will be met incrementally at around 1% per annum.  Provisional figures for 2012 indicate that 
7.1% of our overall energy requirements and 19.6% of electricity demand were met from re-
newable sources.

The primary support mechanisms for renewable electricity in Ireland are the Renewable 
Energy Feed-in Tariff (REFIT) schemes.  These schemes are designed to incentivise the devel-
opment of electricity generation capacity from a range of renewable sources including wind, 
biomass and hydropower.

To date wind energy has been the largest driver of growth in renewable electricity, contrib-
uting most towards the achievement of the 2020 target.  In 2012, 15.3% of Ireland’s electricity 
demand was met by wind generation.  At the end of quarter three this year, the total amount of 
renewable generation connected to the grid was approx. 2,100 MW.  It is estimated that a total 
of between 3,500 and 4,000 MW of onshore renewable generation capacity will be required 
to allow Ireland to meet its 40% renewable electricity target.  Currently, approximately 3,000 
MW of renewable generation has taken up connection offers under the Gate 3 grid connection 
programme. 

The development of the clean, indigenous, renewable energy resources, which Ireland is 
fortunate to have in abundance, holds the prospect of reducing our reliance on expensive fos-
sil fuel imports, thereby improving our energy security, and opening up opportunities for the 
engineering, ICT and communication sectors with consequent potential for job creation.  This 
potential is already recognised by the IDA and Enterprise Ireland in their clean technologies 
strategies.

04/12/2013WRD00950Electricity Transmission Network

04/12/2013WRD0100095. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his plans for the use of interconnectors to increase the availability of electricity 
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in this jurisdiction at times of fluctuating requirements; the extent to which such interconnec-
tors can be used to off-load electricity surplus to requirements at particular times; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [52187/13]

04/12/2013WRD01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The interconnected power systems of Ireland and Northern Ireland form a single synchronous 
power system and all electricity generated on the island is traded in the Single Electricity Mar-
ket (SEM), the wholesale electricity market for the island of Ireland, regulated jointly by the 
Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) and its counterpart in Northern Ireland, the Utility 
Regulator (UR).  The Irish system is connected to the electricity system of Great Britain sys-
tem via two Direct Current (DC) interconnectors, the Moyle Interconnector and the East-West 
Electricity Interconnector (EWIC).  The Moyle subsea interconnector links the electricity grids 
of Northern Ireland and Scotland. It went into commercial operation in 2002 and has a capacity 
of 500 Mega Watts (MW). The EWIC links the electricity grids of Ireland and Great Britain. 
It has a capacity of 500 MW, and therefore doubled Ireland and Northern Ireland’s electricity 
interconnection with Great Britain when it went live in 2012.  The two interconnectors allow 
market participants to trade electricity between the SEM on the island of Ireland and the British 
Electricity Trading and Transmission Arrangements (BETTA) market in Great Britain. EWIC’s 
increasing of this island’s interconnector capacity greatly enhances our ability to trade electric-
ity with our neighbours and accelerates the integration of Ireland with other electricity systems.  
Interconnector flows for EWIC and Moyle are based on the combination of offers submitted 
by interconnector users and the merit order for the SEM’s economic dispatch.  The “Available 
Transfer Capacity” of the Interconnector is considered and flows are determined by the market 
scheduling software based on economic dispatch under unconstrained unit commitment.

The SEM redesign project, currently underway, will enable market participants in the SEM 
and interconnected markets to trade electricity more efficiently across the interconnectors, in 
accordance with EU Third Energy Package legislation.  This will enhance our integration with 
neighbouring European markets and facilitate greater cross-Border electricity trade. 

04/12/2013WRD01150Mobile Telephony Services Provision

04/12/2013WRD0120096. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if an evaluation has been done as to how the problem of inadequate mobile 
telephone service can be addressed, with particular reference to mobile phone coverage black 
spots at various locations throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[52188/13]

04/12/2013WRD01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The provision of mobile telecommunications services networks within Ireland’s competitive 
telecommunications market is subject to a requirement to secure access to the required radio 
spectrum.  The allocation of radio spectrum, including the imposition of coverage obligations, 
are matters for the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), which is indepen-
dent in the exercise of its functions. Accordingly,  I have no statutory function in this matter.
However, I expect that with the continued significant capital investments being made by mobile 
operators, the quality of mobile services will continue to improve across the country. I note in 
this regard that a number of mobile operators have made announcements regarding network 
upgrades. 

04/12/2013WRD01350Broadband Service Provision

04/12/2013WRD0140097. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
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ral Resources the ongoing steps being taken to improve the quality and availability of broadband 
services throughout the country with the objective of achieving the highest possible quality and 
speed in all areas, urban and rural; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52189/13]

04/12/2013WRD01500100. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which he continues to encourage the service providers to up-
grade and improve the availability and quality of broadband services throughout the country; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52192/13]

04/12/2013WRD01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 97 and 100 together.

Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance 
with the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-
regulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County 
can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie. 

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is 
available to all citizens and businesses. This will be achieved by providing:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment, and

- a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, there is evidence that industry is investing beyond the 
targets to which they committed in the Plan.  Eircom has extended its plans for the rollout of 
high speed services, with speeds of up to 100Mbps to 1.4m premises, UPC has increased its 
minimum and top speed products to 120Mbps and 200Mbps respectively, and mobile opera-
tors are rolling out enhanced product offerings, including 4G mobile.  Other operators continue 
to invest and ESB is currently considering the prospect of utilising its distribution network to 
rollout fibre broadband services. 

These developments have been facilitated through the implementation of measures in the 
National Broadband Plan, including the conclusion of ComReg’s multiband spectrum auction, 
and the new regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation Access and service bundles. Both 
of these measures are designed to incentivise the rollout of services by operators. 

In tandem with these developments, intensive work is underway in my Department to prog-
ress a State-led investment to secure the countrywide introduction of next generation broadband 
access.  In order to progress the State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for 
the market to invest, a full procurement process must be designed and EU State Aids approval 
must be obtained.  My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the cur-
rent and anticipated investment by the commercial sector over the coming years, the results of 
which will inform the areas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged in 
the National Broadband Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing.  The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
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citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

0412/2013WRD01650Post Office Network

04/12/2013WRD0170098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the envisaged or enhanced role he sees for the post office network, including 
sub-post offices and counter services, with particular reference to the utilisation of technology 
by An Post, thereby enhancing opportunities for growth in the sector in the future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [52190/13]

04/12/2013WRD01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Operational matters and the role of developing commercial strategies for the post office net-
work are a matter for the management and Board of An Post and one in which I have no 
statutory function.  As shareholder, however, I have a strong concern in relation to the ongoing 
commercial position of the Company and I regularly liaise with the Company in this regard.  
An Post has many strengths and has the largest retail presence in the country.  I have been sup-
portive of its attempts to diversify its income streams and to win a wider range of commercial 
contracts offering higher margins.  Having invested in the computerisation of all post offices,  
An Post is well positioned to become the front office provider of choice for Government and 
financial services sector.  Progress towards diversification within the financial services sector is 
already underway with the enhanced arrangement with AIB and the agreement with Aviva for 
the transfer of their branch offices personal insurance business to One Direct.  In the context of 
the public sector transformation agenda I have stressed to my Government colleagues that the 
network is ideally configured for over the counter transactions.  Any such developments would, 
of course, need to be subject to public procurement requirements as appropriate. 

Overall, I see a strong future for the network by using its existing strengths to remain a sig-
nificant player as a front office for Government services.   

04/12/2013WRD01850Energy Resources

04/12/2013WRD0190099. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the progress regarding the availability of product from the Corrib gas field to 
the national grid in the short and medium term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52191/13]

04/12/2013WRD02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Completion of the Corrib gas field development works, by the developer, is the principal factor 
that will determine the date for first gas. Pending such completion, it is not possible to state a 
date for when gas from the Corrib gas field will become available.  It is estimated that construc-
tion of the onshore section of the pipeline, which began last year, including the construction of a 
5km tunnel, will be completed in the second half of 2014.  First gas cannot therefore reasonably 
be anticipated before end 2014.

  Question No. 100 answered with Question No. 97.

04/12/2013WRD02150Exploration Industry Data

04/12/2013WRD02200101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which any new indications of commercially viable finds of oil, 
gas or other minerals have been brought to his attention in each of the past three years and to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52193/13]
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04/12/2013WRD02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
There have been no commercial discoveries of oil or gas within the territory of the State in 
the last three years.  However, Ireland now has the highest number of petroleum exploration 
authorisations in place since exploration began in our offshore more than four decades ago. 
With new company entrants this year including large independent oil companies such as Cairn 
Energy, Kosmos Energy and Woodside Energy, together with existing companies such as Eni, 
ExxonMobil, Petronas, RPS, and Shell, it is evident that that there is significant and growing 
capacity in the sector. This demonstrates that exploration in the Irish offshore is moving in the 
right direction.

In a similar manner, while the number of active minerals prospecting licences indicate the 
buoyant state of mineral exploration in Ireland, no new commercially viable deposits of min-
erals have been discovered in the last three years although there have been some encouraging 
results, particularly in Counties Limerick and Clare.  However, it is too early to determine 
whether these results will lead to identification of commercially viable deposits or to estimate 
the economic benefits that might accrue.  

04/12/2013WRD02350Energy Prices

04/12/2013WRD02400102. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources how energy costs here compare with those in other EU member states, euro-
zone and non-eurozone; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52194/13]

04/12/2013WRD02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Responsibility for the regulation of these markets is a matter for the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) which is an independent statutory body.  While I have no statutory function 
in the setting of energy prices, whether in the regulated or non-regulated market, I am acutely 
conscious of the impact of energy prices on citizens and businesses across Ireland.  Similarly, I 
have no function in the setting of oil prices.  The price paid at the pump by consumers is largely 
determined by taxation levels, the internationally traded price of crude oil and the consequent 
price that refined product is traded at in Europe, along with the level of competition in the retail 
market.  The Irish oil industry is fully privatised, liberalised and deregulated and there is free 
entry to the market.  Upward trends in global oil prices underscore the Government’s commit-
ment to delivering national energy efficiency and renewable energy objectives, which are aimed 
at moving the economy away from reliance on imported, carbon intensive fossil fuels such as 
oil. 

Figures produced by the EU Market Observatory for Energy in its Oil Bulletin, in respect 
of prices in force on 25 November 2013, indicate that Ireland’s petrol and diesel prices are very 
close to those in the other Euro area Member States, especially when differences in taxes and 
duties are taken into account. Further information can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/energy/
observatory/oil/bulletin_en.htm.

Ireland’s electricity and gas markets, both wholesale and retail, are characterised by vigor-
ous competition, regulated by the CER. Competition puts downward pressure on prices.  Prices 
in the retail electricity market are now fully deregulated. Since 1 October 2011, the residential 
gas consumer segment is the only segment of the electricity and gas markets where prices are 
regulated.  Prices in the electricity market and the unregulated part of the gas market are wholly 
commercial and operational matters for suppliers. 

The latest analysis of Eurostat data published by SEAI relates to the last six months of 2012. 
The link to this analysis is at: http://www.seai.ie/Publications/Statistics_Publications/EPSSU_
Publications/.  It shows that half of Irish residential electricity consumers paid 7% more than 
the EU average for their electricity and a further 31% of consumers paid about 16% above the 
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EU average.  About 9% of households actually paid 5% below the EU average.  Compared to 
other countries our ranking in these bands ranged from fourth to ninth most expensive.  While 
Irish business paid up to 18% above the European average for electricity, the position for many 
medium firms, constituting over a quarter of the market, is they paid 8% above the EU average. 
Compared to other EU countries our ranking ranged from fourth to seventh  most expensive 
across the small, medium and large bands.

As regards Irish residential gas consumers, SEAI analysis shows that prices paid by the vast 
bulk of these consumers (94%) during the period were 6% below the EU average.  Ireland’s 
ranking in this band was 11th highest at end December 2012. Prices in the two other residential 
bands ranked from eleventh to sixteenth most expensive.  Gas prices paid by Irish business 
ranged between 6% below and 5% above the EU average during the period.  Compared to other 
countries our ranking in the five bands ranged from 10th to 17th most expensive.

04/12/2013WRD02550Fuel Prices

04/12/2013WRD02600103. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources how the price of motor fuel at filling stations here compares with prices 
throughout the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52195/13]

04/12/2013WRD02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The European Commission maintains a Statistics and Market Observatory, which presents con-
sumer prices and net prices (excluding duties and taxes) of petroleum products in EU Member 
States (known as the Oil Bulletin) on a weekly basis.  The Oil Bulletin is designed to improve 
the transparency of oil prices and to strengthen the internal market.  The relevant link is: http://
ec.europa.eu/energy/observatory/oil/bulletin_en.htm.  In addition to the weekly oil bulletins, 
the Commission also, on a less frequent basis, produces three maps of Europe with the euro 
prices for petrol, diesel and the varying national tax take for these two products in each of the 27 
EU Member States.  The oil bulletin of 25 November 2013, shows the price of petrol in Ireland 
was at €1.56 litre including taxes and duties (66c litre excluding taxes), while the price of diesel 
was €1.49 litre including taxes and duties (71c litre excluding taxes).  The weighted EU average 
for the 17 Member States in the Euro area for the same week was €1.57 litre for petrol including 
taxes and duties (66c litre excluding taxes) and €1.41 litre for diesel including taxes and du-
ties (71c litre excluding taxes).  As can be seen from the reports on the European Commission 
website, prices in EU Member States and the weighted averages fluctuate on a weekly basis. 
This data illustrates that Ireland’s petrol and diesel prices are very close to those in the other 
Euro area Member States, especially when differences in taxes and duties are taken account of. 

I have no statutory function in the setting of oil prices.  The price paid at the pump by con-
sumers is largely determined by taxation levels, the internationally traded price of crude oil 
and the consequent price at which refined product is traded in Europe, along with the level of 
competition in the retail market.  The Irish oil industry is fully privatised, liberalised and de-
regulated and there is free entry to the market. Upward trends in global oil prices underscore 
the Government’s commitment to delivering national energy efficiency and renewable energy 
objectives, which are aimed at moving the economy away from reliance on imported, carbon 
intensive fossil fuels such as oil.  

04/12/2013WRD02750Traveller Accommodation

04/12/2013WRD02800104. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government with regard to the acknowledged need for the redevelopment of Labre 
Park Traveller accommodation in Ballyfermot, which has been included in the past three Trav-
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eller accommodation programmes but never advanced, if he will meet all of the stakeholders to 
ensure the delivery of this long awaited redevelopment.  [51984/13]

04/12/2013WRD02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with the provisions of the Housing (Travel-
ler Accommodation) Act, 1998, responsibility for the planning and implementation of Traveller 
accommodation proposals is a matter for the relevant housing authority, in this case Dublin City 
Council.

The original proposals for the provision of 22 additional units of accommodation at Labre 
Park were submitted to my Department by the City Council in 2004.  Following a detailed ap-
praisal and consultation with the Council, my Department issued approval in principle to pro-
ceed with the scheme in 2008, subject to further clarification on a number of issues.  However, 
the City Council subsequently advised that it was not possible to advance the scheme due to 
certain issues which had arisen on site.  Revised proposals for the redevelopment of Labre Park 
were received from the Council in November 2012.  Following consideration of the proposals 
and discussions with the City Council, additional technical information and details of the esti-
mated cost were requested in July 2013.  This information has recently been received and is cur-
rently under examination in my Department.  As soon as this work is concluded I will consider 
the potential to progress the scheme in 2014.  I propose to defer any meeting with stakeholders 
until after this matter has been given further consideration by my Department.

04/12/2013WRD02950Fire Safety

04/12/2013WRD03000105. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government following the evacuation of apartments in Navan due to fire safety issues, and 
in view of the fact that there have been other similar incidents in recent months, the measures 
being taken to ensure that other apartment blocks are inspected with regard to fire safety; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [51992/13]

04/12/2013WRD03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under the Fire 
Safety Act 1981, the Building Control Act 1990 and the Planning and Development Acts, all 
of which may be relevant in relation to fire safety arrangements in apartment buildings.  Au-
thorities have used such powers on a number of occasions, including in relation to instances of 
non-compliance which arose in relation to the development at Kentswood Court in Navan, Co. 
Meath.  Neither I nor my Department have any function in assessing, checking or testing com-
pliance, or otherwise, of specific works or developments, nor can I or my Department influence 
or interfere in the handling of specific cases by local authorities who are independent in the use 
of their statutory powers.  Nevertheless I have urged, and will continue to urge, local authorities 
in general to continue to use all of the powers currently available to them to address failures to 
comply with statutory requirements, particularly in relation to fire safety in residential develop-
ments, within their functional areas.   

Earlier this year I signed the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2013 into law. 
Building projects, on and from 1 March 2014 when the revised regulations come into effect, 
will require design documents to be lodged with the local building control authority, inspec-
tions during construction to be overseen by a registered construction professional (known as the 
Assigned Certifier) and statutory certificates of compliance with the building regulations to be 
signed by the designer, the builder and the assigned certifier.  These new regulations will greatly 
strengthen the building control system and lead to an improved standard of construction gener-
ally thereby ensuring that consumers can enjoy the quality of buildings they expect and deserve. 
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04/12/2013WRD03150Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

04/12/2013WRD03200106. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will review the procedure whereby persons applying for social housing 
must receive proof from the land registry from any country that they previously lived in that 
they do not own land or property there because, in many cases, it is just not possible depending 
on the country (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52005/13]

04/12/2013WRD03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The position in this matter is as outlined in the reply to 
Parliamentary Question No. 392 of 24 September 2013. 

04/12/2013WRD03350Seniors Alert Scheme

04/12/2013WRD03400107. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding a number of applications in respect of an organisation 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52013/13]

04/12/2013WRD03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme aims to encourage community support for vulnerable older 
people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of limited means, to continue to live 
securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind.  The Scheme is ad-
ministered by local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department.

The organisation referred to in the question has been approved for funding.  A grant pay-
ment covering 29 applications has been processed and should reach the organisation’s bank 
account in the coming days.

04/12/2013WRD03550Homeless Accommodation Funding

04/12/2013WRD03600108. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if will set out, in tabular form, the funds allocated by his Department to 
county councils (details supplied) for the purpose of combatting homelessness in each year 
since 2009; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52037/13]

04/12/2013WRD03700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of 
accommodation for homeless persons rests with the housing authorities and the purposes for 
which housing authorities may incur expenditure in addressing homelessness are prescribed in 
Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988.  Details of the funding provided by my Department, under 
Section 10, to housing authorities in the counties of Kildare, Meath, Louth and Wicklow in the 
years 2009 to 2012 are set out in the following table.     

COUNTY 2009 2010 2011 2012 
€ € € € 

KILDARE €338,510 €392,477 €319,467 €477,953 
MEATH €355,820 €339,458 €208,588 €196,941 
LOUTH €1,186,469 € 935,874 €908,358 €900,308 
WICKLOW €191,469 €174,907 €169,610 €164,252 

In 2013 Section 10 funding is being provided to housing authorities on a regional basis.  An 
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allocation of €811,275 is available to the Mid-East Region which comprises counties Kildare, 
Meath and Wicklow, while an allocation of €879,963 is available to the North East Region 
which includes counties Louth, Cavan and Monaghan.

04/12/2013WRD03750Irish Water Staff

04/12/2013WRD03800109. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide, in tabular form, the grades and numbers for each 
employee at all levels that will be employed by Irish Water plus the salary scales for each; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52038/13]

04/12/2013WRD03900120. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his Department’s water engineers will be transferred to Irish Water; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [52176/13]

04/12/2013WRD04000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos. 109 and 120 together.

The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary under the Companies Acts within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group.  The Act also 
provided Irish Water with the necessary powers to undertake the domestic water metering pro-
gramme.  The Water Services (No. 2) Bill 2013, which was published on 2 December 2013, 
will provide for the transfer of water services functions from the 34 water services authorities 
to Irish Water.   

Irish Water has programme management arrangements in place in preparation for this trans-
fer of functions from 1 January 2014, to provide for customer service and billing and to imple-
ment the domestic water metering programme.  The recruitment of staff is a matter for Irish 
Water.  The Steering Group for the Water Sector Reform programme agreed that, to ensure 
skills within the sector were fully availed of in building up the new organisation, competitions 
for positions in asset management, capital delivery and operations would be restricted to staff 
in the partner organisations, which are the local authorities, Bord Gáis Éireann, and my Depart-
ment including staff in the Water Division Inspectorate.  Open competitions are held for all 
other positions.  Data supplied by Irish Water indicate that 203 staff have been recruited to the 
Irish Water organisation with 121 having taken up duty and 82 due to start. A further 80 staff 
from the local authorities and 4 staff from my Department have been seconded to Irish Water 
on a temporary basis.

The Water Services (No. 2) Bill 2013, which was published earlier this week, provides that 
Irish Water may appoint staff on terms and conditions as it may from time to time determine. 

04/12/2013WRD04050Leader Programmes Funding

04/12/2013WRD04100110. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he has assessed the total value of unallocated Leader funding; his 
plans for the unallocated funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52043/13]

04/12/2013WRD04200111. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when local development companies will be in a position to accept new 
applications for Leader funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52044/13]

04/12/2013WRD04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 110 and 111 together. 

In May 2013 all Local Development Companies were advised of their revised allocations 
under the Axis 3 and 4 elements of the Rural Development Programme (RDP).  The overall 
value of those elements of the RDP is currently €370m and of that up to 20% can be spent on 
administration costs leaving a minimum of €296 million available for projects and animation 
activities.  Some Local Development Companies have indicated that they will spend less than 
the 20% allowed under the Regulations and will divert this funding into projects. 

To date €285.5 million has been committed with a further 30 projects to the value of €9.1mil-
lion still under assessment. My Department is in on-going contact with the relevant Local De-
velopment Companies in order to resolve outstanding issues as quickly as possible and I expect 
that this process will be finalised shortly.  In addition, projects to the value of €1.8m are cur-
rently under appeal.

My Department is keeping the funding position under constant review.  I expect that there 
will be a small amount of uncommitted LEADER Programme funding available for re-distri-
bution to LDCs before year end. I will review the options available for distributing these funds 
and make allocations in the coming weeks.

04/12/2013WRD04350Proposed Legislation

04/12/2013WRD04400112. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on a proposal (details supplied) on residential tenancy legislation.  
[52051/13]

04/12/2013WRD04500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 represented the most significant legislative reform in 
the private rented sector in over a century.  The Act provided real security of tenure for tenants 
in the private rented sector for the first time and, inter alia, provided access for both tenants and 
landlords to an inexpensive, informal and independent dispute resolution process operated by 
the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB).

Nine years on from the passing of the Act, however, it is clear that there are aspects of the 
legislation that require amendment in order to improve the functioning of the private rental sec-
tor, including in relation to the withholding of rent during the dispute resolution process.  Cur-
rently, under Section 86 of the Act, rent continues to be payable pending the determination of a 
dispute but a termination of the tenancy may not be effected during this period.   

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2012 builds on what has already been 
achieved by the Act and by the PRTB and is a key element in the delivery of the Government’s 
housing policy.  Amendments were introduced at committee stage of the Bill in the Dáil, to 
provide for the introduction of a new procedure which will enable the PRTB to deal effectively 
with tenants who do not pay rent during the dispute resolution process.  The amendments insert 
a new section into the Act which provide for a landlord, in such instances, to bring a complaint 
before the PRTB.  On hearing this complaint, the PRTB can order the tenant to pay any rent due. 
The matter is then adjourned for a period of no more than 14 days to allow the tenant comply 
with the Order.  Where the tenant does not comply the PRTB will have the power to terminate 
the tenancy irrespective of whether a notice of termination has been served.

Essentially, the non-payment of rent issue is fast-tracked and any other aspects of the dispute 
will be dealt with in the normal way.  The proposed new provisions will allow the PRTB to deal 
effectively and quickly with the small number of tenants who do not comply with their statu-
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tory obligation to pay rent during the dispute process.  The Bill is currently before the Seanad.

04/12/2013WRD04550Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

04/12/2013WRD04600113. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding that will be provided to Meath County Council for housing 
adaptation grants as a result of the announcements made in budget 2014; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [52137/13]

04/12/2013WRD04700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Estimates provision of €28.6m in respect of the suite 
of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability will be supplemented by the recently 
announced €10 million in additional funding for this measure, giving an overall provision in 
2014 of €38.6 million, some €4.3 million more than the initial Exchequer allocation in 2013. 
The increased allocation will facilitate the payment of more than 7,800 grants to assist older 
people and people with disabilities to remain at home for longer.  I intend to announce details 
of the capital allocations to local authorities early in 2014. 

04/12/2013WRD04750Water Services Provision

04/12/2013WRD04800114. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding Burncourt regional water supply; when will works 
be completed; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that many customers in this area are 
on a boil water notice for around four years; his views on whether this is a satisfactory level of 
service for customers; the reason for the delay in completing the works; if he will provide assur-
ance that these works will be completed prior to the amalgamation of north and south Tipperary 
county councils to avoid any further confusion or delays; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [52146/13]

04/12/2013WRD04900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013 provides for the development 
of a comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in South Tipperary.  The Burn-
court and Fethard Regional Water Supply Scheme Water Treatment Plants Contract is included 
among the contracts to commence during the lifetime of the Programme, with further contracts 
for Burncourt and Fethard to advance through planning.  Earlier this week I approved funding 
of €12.4m to allow South Tipperary County Council award the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Design Build Operate Contract for the Scheme. 

04/12/2013WRD04950Shared Ownership Scheme

04/12/2013WRD05000115. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is any recourse in the case of a person (details supplied) who bought 
apartments from the Dublin Docklands Development Authority, under the affordable housing 
scheme in 2009, which have subsequently fallen considerably in value.  [52151/13]

04/12/2013WRD05100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Since the introduction of affordable housing schemes in 
1999 qualifying applicants were enabled to become home owners through purchase of des-
ignated affordable units, including through the shared ownership scheme.  This involved the 
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purchaser entering into a shared ownership lease with the local authority on a property at a 
significant discount from market value.  In these cases, as with all affordable housing sales, a 
clawback was introduced to prevent short-term profit taking on the resale of the house to the 
detriment of the objectives of the schemes. 

While it is not appropriate for me to comment on individual cases, I fully recognise that af-
fordable home owners are in many cases impacted by the downturn in the same way as other 
home owners, for example, in consequence of unemployment and possible negative equity.  In 
such cases borrowers should actively engage with their lenders, whether a commercial financial 
institution or a local authority, to seek to avail of one of the options available to provide sustain-
able solutions to distressed mortgages.  In this regard the mortgage arrears resolution process 
already in place in respect of commercial mortgages is now being implemented across all local 
authorities. In cases of acute mortgage distress homeowners also have the option of seeking to 
avail of the legal process now also in place to deal with personal insolvency.   

A review of the operation of the shared ownership scheme is currently under way and fur-
ther guidance and clarification will issue from my Department to local authorities shortly as a 
consequence of this review process.

04/12/2013WRD05150Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

04/12/2013WRD05200116. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of applicants on the waiting list for local authority housing at the 
time of the latest figures available; and the number on the lists in each housing authority area. 
[52169/13]

04/12/2013WRD05300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with Section 21 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act, 2009, I directed all housing authorities to carry out a summary of the 
social housing assessments carried out in their administrative areas as at 7 May, 2013.  Results 
from this assessment will be available later this month.  The previous summary of social hous-
ing assessments was carried out as at 31 March, 2011, and found that there were 98,318 house-
holds on local authority waiting lists.  The full results of that assessment, including breakdowns 
by each local authority, are available on on my Department’s website www.environ.ie and the 
Housing Agency’s website www.housing.ie.

04/12/2013WRD05350Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

04/12/2013WRD05400117. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the financial provision that has been made by his Department to provide social 
housing in the 2014 budget; and if he will provide a breakdown of that figure for the various 
types of provision.  [52170/13]

04/12/2013WRD05500118. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the numbers of social housing that will be provided in 2014 from the budget 
provision for same; and the expected cost per unit for same.  [52171/13]

04/12/2013WRD05600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 117 and 118 together.

My Department’s 2014 Estimate includes a provision in excess of €223 million for capital 
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expenditure and €302 million for current expenditure for housing in 2014.  The 2014 capital 
provision includes €40 million for local authority housing, €40.9 million for voluntary and co-
operative housing, €3 million for Social Inclusion, €109.4 million for Regeneration,  Remedial 
Works, Retrofitting and Energy Efficiency and €28.6 million for Private Housing Grants.

In addition to the provision outlined above there were a number of announcements made 
on Budget Day which enhanced the 2014 allocation.  It was announced that an additional €30 
million will be invested in local authority housing.  Approximately half of this investment will 
enable the construction of new infill developments in areas with high demand for social hous-
ing with the remainder invested in bringing long-term vacant units back into productive use.  I 
intend to announce details shortly of these two measures with a view to having the investment 
programme up and running as early as possible in 2014.  Budget 2014 also introduced a new 
€10 million fund aimed at resolving unfinished estates where no development bond exists for 
carrying out essential public works.  An additional €10 million was also provided to augment 
the provision for Private Housing Grants.

The majority of the provision for current expenditure will also be initialised for social hous-
ing provision through long term leasing and the Rental Accommodation Scheme.  Delivery of 
social housing is significantly facilitated through these more flexible funding models, but the 
Government continues to be committed to other funding mechanisms that will increase the 
supply of permanent new social housing.  Such mechanisms include options to purchase, build 
to lease and the sourcing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and ac-
quisition. In addition, my Department and the Housing Agency are also engaged with NAMA 
to ensure continued delivery of housing units for social purposes.  It is provisionally estimated 
that in the region of 5,000 units of social housing will be provided in 2014.  The final provision 
for housing for 2014 will be contained in the Revised Estimates Volume which is due to be 
published very shortly.

04/12/2013WRD05650Homeless Persons Data

04/12/2013WRD05700119. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total number of persons deemed to be homeless in the State; and the num-
ber of such in each county. [52172/13]

04/12/2013WRD05800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Traditionally it has been difficult to quantify the number 
of homeless persons on an ongoing basis; this is in part a consequence of the volatility within 
this cohort of housing need.  However, during the course of 2013 the Pathway Accommodation 
& Support System (PASS), which commenced operation in Dublin in 2011, is being extended 
nationally.  When PASS is fully implemented it will provide good quality, timely data which 
will allow housing authorities to report in relation to the ongoing extent and the dynamics of 
homelessness as it is addressed.

In advance of the full implementation of PASS the most complete set of data available in re-
lation to homelessness nationally is the Central Statistics Office’s special Census report,  Home-
less Persons in Ireland, which was published on 6 September 2012.  This report indicated that 
a total of 64 individuals were sleeping rough on Census night, 10 April 2011, while identifying 
a further 3,744 people as housed in accommodation defined as emergency, transitional or long-
term.  Of the total of 3,808 individuals included in the report almost 60% were in long-term or 
transitional housing arrangements.  This report is available on CSO’s website, www.cso.ie.

  Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 109.
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04/12/2013WRD05950Syrian Conflict

04/12/2013WRD06000121. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the number of persons who have travelled from Ireland to fight in the Syrian 
civil war; if his Department has put in place procedures to ensure the reintegration in society of 
those who have joined the conflict upon their return to Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [52058/13]

04/12/2013WRD06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am aware of the matter to 
which the Deputy refers.  Upheaval and conflict in Syria in particular has seen the spectacle of 
many individuals travelling from Europe to the fighting and tragically a number of our citizens 
have lost their lives there.

This is an issue of concern to the majority of European States and one to which I gave pri-
ority during the Irish Presidency of the Council of the  European Union.  In that connection 
Ireland was successful in gaining the agreement of the Member States to carry out a review of 
the EU Strategy for Countering Radicalisation and Recruitment to Terrorism.  Work is currently 
ongoing on this matter at various levels within the EU. One of the aspects to be addressed in 
the review is that of how best to manage the “foreign fighter” phenomenon.  In addition, Ireland 
is also a member of a small group of like minded States, that was set up during the Irish Presi-
dency to develop a response to this issue and I have met with my EU Ministerial colleagues in 
this regard. 

The development of appropriate responses to the foreign fighter phenomenon is at a very 
early stage across the EU.  However, it is widely accepted that a key element in addressing this 
problem is a programme of pro-active engagement with the communities most affected with a 
view to persuading those inclined to travel that there may be more beneficial and positive ways 
of contributing to a resolution of the conflict than simply taking up arms.  In that regard, An 
Garda Síochána operates one of the most forward thinking programmes of community relations 
and racial integration in Europe through its Garda Racial, Intercultural and Diversity Office. 
The Office is in contact with many of our minority communities through its network of Ethnic 
Liaison Officers and is there to discuss all matters of concern to these communities,  including 
those related to the conflicts in the Middle East. Furthermore,  An Garda Siochána is a member 
of the EU’s Radicalisation Awareness Network which was set up by the EU Commission to 
develop responses and best practices in the field of radicalisation including a foreign fighters 
dimension and this work is continuing.

04/12/2013WRD06150Garda Operations

04/12/2013WRD06200122. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
report on Garda Operation Bambi; the number of persons arrested and charged as part of this 
operation to date and broken down on an annual basis; the number of successful convictions 
obtained as a result of the operation; and if the operation is still active.  [52130/13]

04/12/2013WRD06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that Operation Bambi commenced in September 2013 following consultation be-
tween An Garda Síochána and the National Parks and Wildlife Service. The operation was set 
up to target individuals who are suspected of being actively involved in the commission of 
wildlife crime, particularly the illegal hunting of wild deer and poaching.

I am further informed that three persons were arrested in November as part of the operation 
and that one person was charged with firearms offences.  Additional charges under the Wildlife 
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Act 1976, as amended, are being considered.  The investigation into any further offences is 
ongoing.

04/12/2013WRD06350Garda Transport Provision

04/12/2013WRD06400123. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
increase the number of vehicles in Coolock, Raheny and Clontarf Garda stations, Dublin; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52139/13]

04/12/2013WRD06500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light 
of his identified operational demands and available resources.  

In that context, the Deputy will be aware that I recently secured a further €9m for invest-
ment in the fleet, made up of an additional €5m this year and a further €4m in 2014.  At this 
stage, arising from the additional €5m being made available between October and December, 
the Garda authorities have arranged for the delivery of 305 new vehicles by the end of 2013.  
These are in addition to the 133 new Garda vehicles already made available during the year. 

I understand that the specific details in relation to the deployment of these new Garda ve-
hicles have yet to be finalised but the Deputy can be assured that they will be allocated as ef-
fectively as possible in line with operational circumstances, including the requirements of the 
stations referred to by the Deputy.  This most recent investment will bring to €18m the total 
amount spent on the Garda fleet for the three years 2012 to 2014.  This represents a very consid-
erable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding 
available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment 
to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient 
resources to enable them to deliver an effective and efficient policing service.    

04/12/2013WRD06550Succession Act

04/12/2013WRD06600124. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
introduce strict rules regarding the debarring of persons, who have been proved guilty of kill-
ing others, from inheriting from their estates; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[52200/13]

04/12/2013WRD06700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that section 
120(1) of the Succession Act 1965 provides that a sane person who has been guilty of the mur-
der, attempted murder or manslaughter of another shall be precluded from taking any share in 
the estate of that other, except a share arising under a will made after the act constituting the 
offence and shall not be entitled to make a claim under section 117 of the Act which relates to 
provision for children.

04/12/2013WRE00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

04/12/2013WRE00200125. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will have their disadvantaged area based payment 
processed; the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51978/13]

04/12/2013WRE00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Disadvantaged Area Scheme has 
recently been finalised, payment will issue shortly, to the nominated bank account of the person 
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named.

04/12/2013WRE00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

04/12/2013WRE00400126. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on the review of further medical evidence, sent in support of an ap-
plication for derogation of the stocking rate on a 2012 disadvantaged area scheme application, 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51982/13]

04/12/2013WRE00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm 
that, as an exceptional measure, derogation from the stocking density provisions of the 2012 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme is being allowed in this case, mindful of the medical evidence 
submitted to my Department.

04/12/2013WRE00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

04/12/2013WRE00600127. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an outstanding disadvantaged area payment from 2011 will be granted in respect of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51987/13]

04/12/2013WRE00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of the application of the person named under the 2011 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme 
issued directly to the nominated bank account of the person named on 21 September 2011.

04/12/2013WRE00750Sheep Fencing-Mobile Equipment Scheme Applications

04/12/2013WRE00800128. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will reconsider an application by a person (details supplied) in County Cork under the sheep 
fencing-mobile handling equipment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51995/13]

04/12/2013WRE00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The TAMS 
Sheep Fencing/Mobile Handling Equipment Scheme, which closes for applications at the end 
of this year, requires an applicant to have between 50 and 1,500 ewes on his/her holding at the 
time of application.  Applications which do not meet this requirement cannot be considered to 
be eligible for grant-aid.

04/12/2013WRE00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

04/12/2013WRE01000129. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when an appeal of an over declaration of a disadvantaged area payment will be finalised in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [52008/13]

04/12/2013WRE01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following a 
review of the land declared by the person named on his Single Payment Scheme it was found 
that one land parcel was over-declared. The applicant has sought a review of the decision and 
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this review is currently being undertaken. My Department will be in direct contact with the 
person named regarding the outcome of this review shortly. If the applicant is not satisfied with 
the outcome of the review, he can appeal his case to the Independent LPIS Appeals Committee. 

04/12/2013WRE01150Hare Coursing

04/12/2013WRE01200130. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will bring forward regulations to outlaw or suspend hare coursing during periods of freezing 
weather, snow or hail, and heavy winds, as these conditions lead to a sharp increase in harm 
caused to dogs and hares.  [52053/13]

04/12/2013WRE01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
provisions of the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 the regulation of coursing is chiefly a matter 
for the Irish Coursing Club (ICC) subject to the general control and direction of Bord na gCon, 
which is the statutory body with responsibility for the improvement and development of the 
greyhound industry, greyhound racing and coursing.  The ICC has confirmed that it has systems 
in place to underpin the welfare of animals participating in coursing events. These include man-
datory inspections of hares and coursing venues in advance of the commencement of an event. 
Greyhounds involved in coursing are subject to the provisions of the Welfare of Greyhounds 
Act 2011 and the Code of Practice for the care and welfare of greyhounds, published by Bord 
na gCon.

The ICC has assured the Department that it goes to great lengths to ensure the highest 
standards are adhered to during coursing. ICC rules and regulations require the postponement 
of coursing meetings if the weather is unfavourable for example where snowfall or frost could 
impact negatively on the greyhound or the hare.  The ICC has confirmed that a coursing meet-
ing scheduled to take place on 23 November 2013 was postponed due to heavy frost.  During 
extreme weather conditions, it is also the practice of ICC clubs to provide additional food for 
the hares living in the wild, within hare preserves protected by the ICC.  

The Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, under the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012, has 
responsibility for the issue of an annual licence to the ICC and its affiliated clubs to capture live 
hares.  These licences currently have a total of 26 conditions attached to them.  The conditions 
of these licences cover a range of items, including veterinary supervision at coursing meetings 
and a number of requirements attaching to the welfare of hares.

The ICC ensures that a veterinary surgeon and a control steward are present at all coursing 
meetings.  In addition to this, veterinary staff from my Department and rangers from the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service (part of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht) 
carry out random monitoring inspections during the coursing season to verify compliance with 
the licences and the rules governing animal welfare.  

As a further control, a Monitoring Committee on Coursing was established during the 
1993/94 coursing season and is comprised of officials from my Department and representatives 
from both the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the ICC to monitor developments in 
coursing and in that regard the situation is kept under constant review to ensure that coursing is 
run in a well controlled and responsible manner in the interests of hares and greyhounds alike.

A very high proportion (98.09%) of the hares captured for hare coursing were returned to 
the wild at the end of the 2012/2013 season. 

The systems that are in place are, in my view, effective, proportionate and are working 
well. The ICC has demonstrated its willingness in recent weeks to postpone an event due poor 
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weather. Accordingly I see no need for any unilateral intervention on my part to suspend or 
prohibit hare coursing during adverse weather conditions. 

04/12/2013WRE01350Single Payment Scheme Administration

04/12/2013WRE01400131. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will confirm that a single farm payment was made for land, for the years 2002 to 2004, inclu-
sive, in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Leitrim.  [52117/13]

04/12/2013WRE01500132. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will confirm that only one applicant sought single farm payment for the years 2002 to 2004, 
inclusive, for a parcel of land (details supplied).  [52118/13]

04/12/2013WRE01600133. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will confirm that more than one applicant sought a single farm payment for the years 2005 to 
2009, inclusive, in respect of a parcel of land (details supplied).  [52119/13]

04/12/2013WRE01700134. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
necessary steps required in order to claim a single farm payment for a land parcel for the years 
2005 to 2009, inclusive, in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Leitrim.  [52120/13]

04/12/2013WRE01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 131 to 134, inclusive, together.

The Single Payment Scheme commenced in 2005 and generally is applicable to farmers 
who actively farmed during all or any of the three reference years 2000, 2001, and 2002, and 
who were paid Livestock Premia and/or Arable Aid payments in one or more of those years and 
for whom Single Payment entitlements were therefore established.  In order to remain eligible, 
they, or their successors, must continue to farm. Other farmers, including new entrants to farm-
ing since the reference period, are also eligible for the Single Payment Scheme where they have 
received entitlements from the National Reserve or by way of a transfer.

In order to qualify for payment under the Single Farm Payment Scheme, an individual is 
required to submit a Single Payment Scheme application form each year, declaring one eligible 
hectare of land for each eligible SPS entitlement held.  Applications were received from the 
person named under the Single Payment Scheme for years 2005 through to 2009, on which 
land parcel L12923018 was declared.  Following validation of these applications, it transpired 
that this parcel was also claimed by another applicant and, following standard procedure, where 
both parties were requested to confirm their entitlement to claim the said parcel, it was con-
firmed that the person named did not have the right to claim this parcel and his applications 
were amended accordingly.

The person named subsequently availed of his right to pursue the matter through the Office 
of the Ombudsman.  This course ultimately proved unsuccessful.  

04/12/2013WRE01850Registration of Title

04/12/2013WRE01900135. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a land registry deal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo which has been ongoing since 2006; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[52129/13]
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04/12/2013WRE02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The deal in 
question cannot be processed until my Department completes a re-arrangement scheme and 
lodges a Vesting Order with the Property Registration Authority (PRA).  The publication of the 
Vesting Order in Iris Oifigiuil and the serving of the Order on the individuals involved is a four 
week process.  All outstanding issues have now been dealt with and it is anticipated that the 
Vesting Order will be lodged in the PRA by the end of this month.

04/12/201E02050Sea Lice Controls

04/12/2013WRE02100136. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he is concerned by the recent ordering of a culling of lice infested farmed salmon in Norway to 
protect young migrating wild salmon; if he is concerned that planned farming activity in Irish 
waters could lead to a similar problem and threaten wild stocks; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [52174/13]

04/12/2013WRE02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s 
sea lice control protocols are operated by the Marine Institute and are strictly evidence-based. 
The protocols are more advanced than those operated in other jurisdictions for the following 
reasons:

- The inspection regime is totally independent of the industry.

- Data obtained as a result of inspections is published and made widely available.

- Treatment trigger levels are set at a low level.

In 2008, the State introduced a new Pest Management Strategy, supplementing the control 
regime already in place.  This has resulted in a steady decline in average sea lice numbers on 
farmed salmon since its inception.

04/12/2013WRE02250Agriculture Schemes Data

04/12/2013WRE02300137. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide the latest figures, dating from the start of the year to 28 November 2013, on 
the number of farmers in County Kerry who have been written to and told they have claimed 
for what is classified as ineligible ground, that is, ground supposedly covered by trees, furze, 
bushes, rocks, roads, sheds and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52198/13]

04/12/2013WRE02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): During the 
processing of applications under the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas Schemes 
and other Direct Payment Schemes, my Department issued approximately 4,000 over-claim let-
ters to farmers situated in Co. Kerry.  The over-claims would have arisen for a variety of reasons 
including the processing of 2013 applications with accompanying maps, Satellite inspections 
and the LPIS Review given rise to the ineligible features being identified.  It is not possible at 
this stage to differentiate between over-claim letters that issued to farmers for the different types 
of ineligible features that arise such as houses, buildings, forestry, rivers and scrub etc.

However, the level of over-claim in the vast majority of cases would not result in any mon-
etary reduction or if the over-claim was less than 3% or 2 hectares a reduction without penalty 
on the amount payable.

Rural Development Programme

04/12/2013WRE02500138. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans on the delivery of 50:50 co-financing to provide a combined EU-national annual bud-
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get of €660 million under Common Agricultural Policy Pillar II measures; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [52202/13]

04/12/2013WRE02600139. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the action he will take in the context of the rural development plan 2014-2020 to address the 
income concerns of many farmers who depend on schemes,  including disadvantaged areas, 
agri-environment options, REP scheme, suckler cow and sheep payments, which are vital sup-
ports and maintain the viability of farmers in vulnerable sectors and regions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [52203/13]

04/12/2013WRE02700140. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps he is taking to ensure that there is provision, under the rural development programme, 
to provide farm investment aid to support modernisation efficiencies across all sectors, includ-
ing assistance for farm restructuring and competitiveness, through young farmer and other pro-
grammes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52204/13]

04/12/2013WRE02800141. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the steps he is taking to ensure a strong Pillar II rural development programme, as part of 
the overall Common Agricultural Policy agreement, which is vital for vulnerable sectors and 
regions, particularly in disadvantaged areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[52205/13]

04/12/2013WRE02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 138 to 141, inclusive, together.

The European Council agreement on the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) pro-
vides a total of €2.19bn, or some €313m per year, for Ireland under Pillar 2 of the CAP for the 
period 2014-2020. The development of a new Rural Development Programme under Pillar 2 
will be a key support in enhancing the competitiveness of the agri-food sector, achieving more 
sustainable management of natural resources and ensuring a more balanced development of 
rural areas.

A general EU co-financing rate of 53% is set out in the draft Rural Development Regulation 
but this rate may rise to a maximum of 80% for measures such as farm and business develop-
ment, co-operation activities, and LEADER projects. Environmental type measures may be co-
funded up to 75%. The total Exchequer funding that will be required to draw down the available 
EAFRD funding will depend on the types of measures included in the new Rural Development 
Programme and on the co-financing rates applied to these measures.

There are a number of conditions attached to Ireland’s allocation of €313 million per an-
num.  The draft Regulation provides that at least 5% of EAFRD funding must be reserved for 
LEADER while the draft Common Provisions Regulation provides that 6% of EAFRD funding 
must be set aside to a national performance reserve. The funding set aside to the performance 
reserve will be allocated to each Member State following a performance review in 2019. The 
draft Rural Development Regulation also sets out that 30% of the total EAFRD amount must be 
reserved for environmental operations and climate change mitigation and adaptation measures. 

Work is currently ongoing in my Department to design the new Rural Development Pro-
gramme (RDP) for the period from 2014-2020. In designing the new RDP, my Department must 
take account of the range of requirements set out in the draft Rural Development Regulation 
and the need to support key policy aims for the agri-food sector in the light of the Food Harvest 
2020 strategy. In undertaking this work, a number of ex-ante analyses are being undertaken and 
a public consultation process has also taken place.
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While final decisions in relation to what measures are to be included in the new RDP have 
not yet been made, my Department is in ongoing contact with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform in relation to the overall financing that will be required. I expect to make 
decisions in relation to the measures to be supported under the new RDP by the end of this year, 
and to submit a draft programme to the Commission in early 2014.

04/12/2013WRE02950Farm Inspections

04/12/2013WRE03000142. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding farm inspections and so on; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [52215/13]

04/12/2013WRE03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Deputy 
is aware that the lands declared by farmers under the Single Payment Scheme, the Disadvan-
taged Areas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes must be eligible if these lands benefit 
from payment under one of more of these Schemes.  My Department is currently carrying out 
a comprehensive exercise by excluding ineligible features, such as houses, roads, scrub, riv-
ers, etc. in land parcels declared by farmers. In the vast majority of cases, the exclusion has no 
impact on payments as the farmers in question have taken a prudent approach and reduced the 
declared area to take account of the ineligible feature. 

However, there are some cases where the level of over-declaration determined as part of this 
review process is greater than 20%.  Under the provisions of the governing EU Regulations, an 
over-declaration of over 20% means that no payment can be made to the farmer in the year of 
application.  Given the significance of such a finding for the farmer concerned, it is seen as pru-
dent that a Department official visit each farm where the review has found an over-declaration 
of greater than 20%, in order to verify the position on the ground. 

All such applicants will be written to by my Department informing them of the outcome 
of the determination in their case. They will also be informed of the following options open to 
them.

- Details of the dedicated telephone help-line to deal with calls from such applicants.

- Confirmation of their right to seek a review of the decision in their case.

- Informing them of the proposed visit by an official of my Department in order to establish 
whether the level of ineligible area determined is accurate.

In other cases where farmers declare the ineligible area, which results in an over-claim, they 
are written to and provided with map(s) of the excluded ineligible areas.  They are also informed 
of their right to seek a review of the Department’s finding and to submit any information and 
documentation that they consider is relevant.  It is a matter for each individual farmer to decide 
whether he or she will seek a review of the decision made in their case.  Some farmers may take 
the view that the determination made is correct and not seek a review. In some cases where the 
farmer has sought a review of the determination, it may be necessary to visit the farm in order 
to verify the accuracy of the information submitted by the farmer as part of the review process. 

All applicants, whose eligible areas have been reduced as part of this process, have the right 
to seek an internal Department review of the determination in their case.  If they are not satis-
fied with the outcome of this review they can appeal their case to the LPIS Appeals Committee, 
which is chaired by an independent Chairman.  
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04/12/2013WRE03150Animal Welfare

04/12/2013WRE03200143. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ac-
tion that will be taken to deal with those responsible for the burning to death of a horse in Tal-
laght last week, as highlighted by the Dublin Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.  
[52216/13]

04/12/2013WRE03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I understand 
that this matter has been investigated by An Gardai Siochana and they have confirmed that the 
horse was dead before its carcase was burned.

Nevertheless, this incident is unfortunately an example of the ongoing issues we are faced 
with in animal welfare, particularly in the case of horses, and highlights the need for interven-
tion before animal welfare is threatened. Last week, my Department, in conjunction with the 
local authorities and the Gardai seized 82 horses in the Cork city area.  Unfortunately, a small 
number of horses had to be euthanized on welfare grounds.  However, approximately thirty six 
of those seized are being re-homed with the assistance of welfare groups and a further thirty 
seven are being moved to supervised, registered equine premises and received passports and 
micro-chips in accordance with regulations. 

I have asked my Department to continue to work with local authorities and Gardai in other 
areas if similar cases occur and intervention is required.  I urge the public to continue to avail of 
the Animal Welfare Helpline in operation by my Department, to report instances where animal 
welfare may be compromised on 1850 211 990.

04/12/2013WRE03350Inter-Country Adoptions

04/12/2013WRE03400144. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason an 
index register of domestically  adopted children is available, for public scrutiny, but internation-
ally adopted children’s records are closed; and her plans to change this situation.  [52060/13]

04/12/2013WRE03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under Section 
91 (1)(a) of the Adoption Act, 2010, a copy of an extract from the Register of Intercountry 
Adoptions may be issued by the Adoption Authority of Ireland to any person who applies to the 
Authority. 

04/12/2013WRE03550Children in Care

04/12/2013WRE03600145. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the nationalities 
of children in care, on a county basis, for the past ten years.  [52061/13]

04/12/2013WRE03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The HSE com-
piles monthly performance reports which include statistics in relation to children in care. These 
reports are published on the HSE website.  The latest published report shows that there were 
6,465 children in the care of the HSE in September 2013.  The HSE has advised me that the na-
tionalities of children in care is not reported on a county basis.  The ‘Indicators of Need’ chapter 
in the Section 8 Review of Adequacy Reports provides basic information on the ethnicity of 
children in care.  This report is also available on the HSE website.  The detailed information 
requested in this PQ will be recorded when the National Child Care Information System (NC-
CIS) is completed.  The NCCIS will be the central system supporting Social Work services.  As 
a social work case management system, it will be used to record and store the case history of 
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every child and other clients of the service.  Management information will be derived automati-
cally from the case management system.  The introduction of the NCCIS is a high priority and 
will help in the management of social work case management and will significantly improve 
the level, quality and accessibility of information in respect of Children and Family Services.

04/12/2013WRE03750Missing Children

04/12/2013WRE03800146. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide a breakdown of the number of children reported missing from the care system 
in Dublin, and on a national basis, in the years 2012  and to date in 2013; the number of these 
children who were subsequently found and re-entered the care system; and the ages of the chil-
dren involved.  [52125/13]

04/12/2013WRE03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the information from the HSE and I will revert to the Deputy when this information is to hand.

04/12/2013WRE03950Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

04/12/2013WRE04000147. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in 
view of the recent reports into the use of donations and proceeds from shops to top-up the sala-
ries of chief executive officers and other officials, in sections 38 and 39 organisations funded 
by the Health Service Executive, if she will seek clarifications from the organisations funded 
by her Department to determine if similar practices exist in those organisations; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [52164/13]

04/12/2013WRE04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Secretary 
General of my Department as with other Accounting Officers, has received a request from the 
Public Accounts Committee to provide information with regard to the compliance with Public 
Service Pay Policy of all public service employees in bodies funded by my Department.  This 
information is being compiled at present by my Department in association with the bodies con-
cerned.

04/12/2013WRE04150Primary Medical Certificates Applications

04/12/2013WRE04200148. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine a primary med-
ical certificate application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [51979/13]

04/12/2013WRE04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/12/2013WRE04350Medical Card Reviews

04/12/2013WRE04400149. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine a medical card 
review in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51985/13]

04/12/2013WRE04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
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Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

04/12/2013WRF00150Nursing Staff Recruitment

04/12/2013WRF00200150. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his advice on a matter con-
cerning a tracheostomy nurse post (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51988/13]

04/12/2013WRF00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): My colleague, 
the Minister for Health, met with the Tracheostomy Advocacy Group in the company of the 
Health Service Executive last week.  The provision of safe home care for children who are well 
enough to leave hospital, such as children with tracheostomies, is a priority for Government. 
The Minister has requested that the HSE prioritise these services in planning services for 2014. 

As the specific matter raised by the Deputy of a tracheostomy nursing post in Cork is a 
service matter, the Department has referred his question to the HSE for investigation and direct 
reply to him.

04/12/2013WRF00350Medical Card Reviews

04/12/2013WRF00400151. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a refund will be made in 
the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51990/13]

04/12/2013WRF00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

04/12/2013WRF00550Treatment Abroad Scheme

04/12/2013WRF00600152. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in detail the 
operation of the treatment abroad scheme; the way applications are received; the criteria ap-
plied when determining eligibility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51994/13]

04/12/2013WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE oper-
ates a Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS), for persons entitled to treatment in another EU/EEA 
member state or Switzerland under EU Regulation 883/04, as per the procedures set out in 
EU Regulation 987/09, and in accordance with Department of Health Guidelines.  Subject to 
the EU Regulations and Guidelines, the TAS provides for the cost of approved treatments in 
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another EU/EEA member state or Switzerland through the issue of form E112 (IE) where the 
treatment is:

- Among the benefits provided for by Irish legislation,

- Not available in Ireland,

- Not available within the time normally necessary for obtaining it in Ireland, taking account 
of the patient’s current state of health and the probable course of the disease.

The TAS allows for an Irish based public Consultant to refer a patient who is normally resi-
dent in Ireland for treatment in another EU member state or Switzerland, where:

(a) The application to refer a patient abroad has been assessed and a determination given 
before that patient goes abroad,

(b) following clinical assessment, the referring Consultant certifies that the treatment is:

- medically necessary and will meet the patient’s needs;

- a proven form of medical treatment and not experimental or test treatment;

- provided in a recognised hospital or other institution that will accept EU/EEA form E112 
(IE) and is under the control of a registered medical practitioner.

Further information on the scheme is available on the HSE website: http://www.hse.ie/eng/
services/list/1/schemes/treatmentabroad/ or by contacting the HSE Treatment Abroad Scheme 
office on 056 778 4551 or via email on treatmentabroad.scheme@hse.ie. Application forms and 
information documents can be obtained through that office.

In submitting an application to the HSE, a public consultant must provide confirmation that 
the patient cannot be provided with the required treatment within the State within a reasonable 
timeframe, having due regard to their medical health and course of their condition.  Exact de-
tails of how and the extent to which the condition of the patient will deteriorate due to the wait, 
beyond what can be expected to be achieved by a more timely intervention, are required when 
submitting the application.

04/12/2013WRF00750Public Sector Pensions

04/12/2013WRF00800153. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a Health Service Executive 
pension scheme estimate will be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51997/13]

04/12/2013WRF00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

04/12/2013WRF00950HSE Staff Remuneration

04/12/2013WRF01000154. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the reason an employee of the 
Health Service Executive who suffered an injury at work has, for the fourth time, suffered the 
loss of their personal allowance from their benefit, which has caused a loss of, on average, €375 
per fortnight or €750 per month causing severe financial hardship, without being informed at 
any time that this was to occur; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51998/13]
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04/12/2013WRF01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

04/12/2013WRF01150Hospital Appointment Status

04/12/2013WRF01200155. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hip 
operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [52031/13]

04/12/2013WRF01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

04/12/2013WRF01350HSE Staffing

04/12/2013WRF01400156. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the number of therapists employed, 
in psychology, occupational therapy, physiotherapy and speech and language, for children with 
disabilities in each of the four Health Service Executive regions; the waiting times for each ser-
vice by region; the number of children on the waiting list for each service by region; if he will 
provide clarification on the HSE’s budget for home support hours for children for 2011, 2012 
and to date in 2013 in each of the four HSE regions.  [52032/13]

04/12/2013WRF01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be aware, the Health 
Service Executive has operational responsibility for the delivery of health and personal social 
services within the ambit of its Vote (Vote 39).  The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a 
service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

04/12/2013WRF01550Medical Card Applications

04/12/2013WRF01600157. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow will receive a decision on their medical card application.  [52033/13]

04/12/2013WRF01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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04/12/2013WRF01750Residential Institutions

04/12/2013WRF01800158. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of mother and baby 
homes that were inspected in the State prior to and after the passing of the 1952 Act; under what 
authority were they carried out and the actions taken; and where the records of such inspections 
can be found and viewed.  [52059/13]

04/12/2013WRF01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As mother and baby homes were first re-
quired to register (with local authorities) in 1934, the information requested by the Deputy is 
not readily available within this Department.  All such local authority records would be held in 
the National Archives.  The search and retrieval of the information requested would therefore 
be very costly and time consuming to assemble.  However, the Deputy can contact my office 
with specific details such as a particular time frame or home and I will arrange for officials in 
my Department to investigate further.

04/12/2013WRF01950Health Services Provision

04/12/2013WRF02000159. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Meath will receive assurances on when an established care plan will be put in 
place and, in addition, provide assurances that there will be an agreement that care hours may 
be allocated over the term of study, and not month by month, as had previously been the case; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52075/13]

04/12/2013WRF02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/12/2013WRF02150Primary Care Centre Provision

04/12/2013WRF02200160. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health his plans to establish a 
primary care centre in Donaghmede, Dublin 13 and the north fringe district.  [52131/13]

04/12/2013WRF02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Delivery of health-
care infrastructure is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply.

04/12/2013WRF02350General Practitioner Training

04/12/2013WRF02400161. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will significantly 
increase the number of general practitioner training places following recent media reports and 
statements from the Irish College of General Practitioners on the shortage of GP training places, 
and the need to educate GPs, in order to staff the new primary care network.  [52132/13]

04/12/2013WRF02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are currently 
157 GP training places per year.

In July of this year, my colleague Dr. James Reilly, Minister for Health, established a Work-
ing Group, chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, President of DCU, to carry out a Strategic 
Review of Medical Training and Career Structure.  The Working Group will examine and make 
high-level recommendations relating to training and career pathways for doctors with a view to 
improving graduate retention in the public health system, planning for future service needs, and 
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realising maximum benefit from investment in medical education and training.

Professor MacCraith was asked to furnish the Group’s initial report by the end of November 
2013 and its final report by the end of June 2014.  In this context, I understand that the Work-
ing Group has had initial engagement with stakeholders including trainee doctors, the IMO, 
the Forum of Irish Postgraduate Medical Training Bodies, the Medical Council and the HSE.  
Engagement with stakeholders will continue throughout the process to prepare the final report. 

The HSE is currently engaged in a medical workforce planning project, which will include 
a workforce plan for GPs.  When this work has been completed, it will assist in identifying GP 
requirements.

04/12/2013WRF02550Medical Card Applications

04/12/2013WRF02600162. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [52148/13]

04/12/2013WRF02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

04/12/2013WRF02750Hospital Accommodation Provision

04/12/2013WRF02800163. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will address the problem 
of the empty and unused ward in the new West Kerry Community Hospital in Dingle, by inves-
tigating the viability of contracting it out to a private operator so that the beds will be available 
and, thus, alleviate the serious shortage of residential beds available in the Dingle Peninsula; if 
he will make this a priority for Kerry health services in 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [52166/13]

04/12/2013WRF02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

04/12/2013WRF02950Tobacco Control Measures

04/12/2013WRF03000164. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he fears that plain packaging 
cigarettes will lead to an increase in illicit trade, counterfeit and contraband; the amount such 
activities cost the Exchequer in lost revenue at present; if medical professionals have reported 
unusual conditions as a result of the consumption of counterfeit tobacco products; if he has 
studied the effects of plain packaging in Australia; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [52168/13]

04/12/2013WRF03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Office of the Revenue Commissioners 
is responsible for dealing with tackling the illicit trade in cigarettes and tobacco products, and 
treats it as an issue of high priority. Revenue has advised me that the tax stamp, which contains 
a range of sophisticated security features, is a key means for them to distinguish between legal 
and illegal products, irrespective of the way in which the cigarettes are packaged. 
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Research carried out by Revenue, in conjunction with the HSE National Tobacco Control 
Office, indicates that contraband represents the majority of illicit cigarettes and not counterfeit 
products.  Figures from 2012 indicate that the proportion of smokers classified as having an il-
legal pack was 13%.  These findings indicate that the level of consumption of illicit product is 
being contained, although Revenue remains determined to confront the illegal trade in tobacco 
products, to optimise levels of seizures of illicit tobacco product and to pursue those found to 
be involved in this illegal activity.  In this regard, Ireland is party to legally binding agreements 
between the EU and three major tobacco companies which aim to strengthen anti-smuggling 
measures. The Protocol to Eliminate the Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products was agreed at the 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) Conference of the Parties in November 
2012, and it is anticipated that Ireland will sign and ratify that protocol.

On the issue of standardised packaging, the Deputy will be aware that Government approval 
was received on 19th November 2013 for the publication of the General Scheme of a new 
Public Health (Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2013 and to proceed with the drafting 
of the legislation based on this General Scheme.  Australia was the first country in the world 
to introduce standardised packaging, in December 2012.  We are in on-going contact with our 
Australian colleagues.  While it is too soon to fully evaluate the impact of this policy in practice, 
there is a wealth of evidence on the effects of tobacco packaging in general and on perceptions 
and reactions to standardised packaging which supports the introduction of the measure. 

Finally, I would like to point out to the Deputy that tobacco consumption is today the great-
est single cause of preventable illness and premature death in Ireland, killing over 5,200 people 
a year; that smokers die on average 10 years sooner than non-smokers; that one in every two 
children who experiment with cigarettes goes on to become a smoker, and that one in every 
two of them will die from a tobacco related disease.  In this context, my priority is to reduce the 
consumption of tobacco across the board, to meet our policy target of making Ireland tobacco 
free (i.e. with a smoking prevalence rate of less than 5%) by 2025. 

04/12/2013WRF03150Medical Card Eligibility

04/12/2013WRF03200165. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical card 
was recently removed from a person (details supplied) in County Louth; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [52177/13]

04/12/2013WRF03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

04/12/2013WRF03350Hospital Waiting Lists

04/12/2013WRF03400166. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the tendering process used to 
tackle the hearing aid waiting lists; if he is satisfied that the process was carried out correctly, 
is in line with competition policy and provides a workable, value for money solution that is not 
detrimental to the hearing healthcare and rehabilitation of patients; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [52183/13]

04/12/2013WRF03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE com-
menced a once-off initiative to reduce adult waiting lists in Q4 of 2013.  As part of the initiative 
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the HSE conducted a procurement process in October/November 2013 under the appropriate 
EU and national rules.  The tender was advertised on the National Procurement Service’s e-
tenders website.  Two private providers were selected to work with the HSE to clear some of 
the waiting lists.  The HSE will carry out random audits of the patient files and random visits 
and ensure that a good quality service is provided. The HSE sees this as a very positive initiative 
that will greatly reduce the adult waiting lists for hearing assessment.

04/12/2013WRF03550Tobacco Control Measures

04/12/2013WRF03600167. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he is considering, as part 
of the new plain packaging laws, excluding cigar and pipe tobaccos, as was the case with the 
display ban introduced for cigarettes. [52212/13]

04/12/2013WRF03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be aware, Government 
approval was received on 19th November 2013 for the publication of the General Scheme of 
a new Public Health (Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2013 and to proceed with the 
drafting of the legislation based on this General Scheme.  It is proposed that all tobacco prod-
ucts will have to comply with this legislation.

04/12/2013WRF03750Parking Regulations

04/12/2013WRF03800168. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding a disabled person’s parking card in respect of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [52150/13]

04/12/2013WRF03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Disabled Parking 
Permits are issued on behalf of my Department by the Disabled Drivers Association of Ireland 
and the Irish Wheelchair Association, and I have no function in the matter.       

However, in the circumstances as outlined by the Deputy, the individual concerned may 
wish to initiate an appeal through the appeals process that is available by contacting either of 
the issuing bodies directly. 

04/12/2013F03950Driver Licence Applications

04/12/2013WRF04000169. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
a driving licence will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; the 
normal processing times for same; and if the matter will be expedited in view of the fact that 
this person is due to travel abroad shortly.  [52012/13]

04/12/2013WRF04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The operation of 
the National Driver Licensing Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Author-
ity.  I have therefore referred this question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

04/12/2013WRF04150Local Improvement Scheme

04/12/2013WRF04200170. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
will be allocated for local improvement schemes within the local authorities in the forthcoming 
year of 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [52029/13]

04/12/2013WRF04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Local Im-
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provements Scheme provided funding for road and laneways that councils’ have not taken in 
charge.  However, the maintenance and improvement of these roads is, in the first instance, a 
matter for the relevant landowner.  As indicated to all local authorities in January 2013, the local 
improvement scheme was reinstated but with no separate allocation for this grant category.  Un-
der the new arrangements in 2013 local authorities may use up to 7% of their Discretionary 
Grant towards local improvement schemes should they wish to do so.  The local contribution 
for these schemes has been increased to 20% of the total cost of the project.  Apart from this 
amendment the same eligibility rules apply for these schemes.  Furthermore, it is open to local 
authorities to supplement the 7% of their Discretionary Grant that they can use for the local im-
provement schemes with their own resources if they so wish.  Details of the 2014 regional and 
local roads grants will be communicated to local authorities early in the new year.

04/12/2013WRF04350Register of Electors

04/12/2013WRF04400171. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on adding a section to the driver licence application process where persons could ask to 
be added to the electoral register, if they so wished.  [52046/13]

04/12/2013WRF04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): On the basis of 
representations made to me and to the Road Safety Authority (RSA), it appears that there is a 
view among the public that the current driver licence application form is already confusing and 
over extensive.  Apart from normal information regarding driver issues, the form also provides 
for matters such as the organ donation wishes of the applicant.     

The RSA is examining the possibilities for simplifying the application form at present and I 
would be reluctant to propose any changes that might further complicate requirements.

04/12/2013WRF04550Road Safety Authority

04/12/2013WRF04600172. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of staff employed by the Road Safety Authority in each of the past five years.  [52122/13]

04/12/2013WRF04700173. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
budget of the Road Safety Authority in each of the past five years.  [52123/13]

04/12/2013WRF04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 172 and 173 together.

The information requested by the Deputy is contained in the relevant Annual Reports of the 
Road Safety Authority.  The Annual Reports are available on the RSA website of www.rsa.ie 
and have also been lodged in the Oireachtas Library.

04/12/2013WRF04850National Car Test

04/12/2013WRF04900174. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to change NCT certificates in cases where a person purchases a car with a lapsed NCT certifi-
cate of six months, for example, and on renewal must must backdate it, but if it had lapsed for 
a full two years then he or she would get a renewal for a full two years.  [52124/13]

04/12/2013WRF05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In accordance with 
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EU Directive 2009/40/EC, the minimum requirement for roadworthiness testing of passenger 
cars is that a roadworthiness test is undertaken when a vehicle is four years old and every two 
years thereafter from the date of first registration of the vehicle.  Additionally, Ireland requires 
that vehicles in excess of ten years old be tested annually.    

Under the Road Traffic (National Car Test) Regulations 2009, S.I. No. 567 of 2009, and in 
accordance with the Directive, the test due date is determined by reference to the date of regis-
tration and subsequent anniversaries of that date. 

NCT certificates are not pre or postdated. As a test certificate reflects the condition of the 
vehicle at the time the test was carried out, it would not be possible to issue a test certificate 
with an effective start date other than the date of execution of the successful test.  Where a NCT 
inspection does not occur on the original test due date, the NCT certificate is valid from the 
date of the test to the next test due date.  This can result in a certificate of less than 1 or 2 years 
duration, depending on when the car was presented for a test.

Currently, there is no legislation preventing the sale of a vehicle without a current NCT cer-
tificate. Consequently, potential purchasers need to be aware that the first NCT test on a vehicle 
they have purchased may result in an NCT certificate with an expiry date of less than 2 years.  
In a case where the expiry date of the current NCT certificate is more than 2 years in the past, 
the test due date is reset to the next anniversary of the date of the vehicle’s first registration. 
However, in allowing such a period to elapse, the previous owner has committed an offence and 
may have been liable for prosecution as a result.

There are no plans at present to change the existing regulations and I am advised that my 
ability to change the regulations as proposed by the Deputy would not be possible under the rel-
evant EU directives. 

04/12/2013WRF05050Public Transport Provision

04/12/2013WRF05100175. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of bus shelters that have been installed in the Dublin City Council and Fingal County 
Council administrative areas since January to date in 2013; and if he will provide the location 
of these new bus shelters. [52126/13]

04/12/2013WRF05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding for public 
transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 
2009, the development of infrastructure projects in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), such as the 
matter of bus stop improvement, comes under the remit of the NTA.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in this matter I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for direct reply.  The Deputy should advise my private office if he does not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.


