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          Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

03/12/2013WRA00350Scoileanna Gaeltachta

03/12/2013WRA0040010. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas maidir le todhchaí Eagraíocht na Scoileanna Gaeltachta Teoranta 
ó thaobh thacaíocht a Roinne de; ar phléigh an tAire ceist an Oideachais Gaeltachta ag leibhéal 
na Comhaireachta Thuaidh Theas i gcomhthéacs athchóiriú na n-eagraíochtaí bunmhaoinithe; 
agus ar phléigh sé an cheist leis an Aire Cultúir, Ealaíon agus Fóillíochta i dTuaisceart Éireann, 
agus má rinne, cén chonclúid a bhí ar an cheist sin. [51473/13]

03/12/2013WRA00500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Mar eolas don Teachta, chuir mo Roinnse cúnamh gur fiú €780,000 (bunaithe 
ar 75% den chostas) ar fáil d’Eagraíocht na Scoileanna Gaeltachta (ESG) ón mbliain 2007 chun 
cur ar a gcumas foireann a fhostú agus oifig a riar. Tugadh maoiniú d’ESG le dhá bhliain anuas 
ar an gcoinníoll go rachadh an cónascadh, a bhí beartaithe acu féin a dhéanamh le Gaelscoile-
anna Teo., ar aghaidh. Tiocfaidh deireadh le maoiniú mo Roinne d’ESG ag deireadh na bliana 
seo ós rud é nach bhfuil an cónascadh sin ag dul ar aghaidh anois. 

Ag an gcruinniú den Chomhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas ar 10 Iúil 2013, aontaíodh go 
mbeidh córas nua maoinithe in áit an chórais bhunmhaoinithe a bhí i bhfeidhm ag Foras na 
Gaeilge go dtí seo.  Faoi na socruithe nua maoinithe de chuid an Fhorais, beidh 6 eagraíocht 
cheannais ag feidhmiú ar bhonn uile-oileáin agus ag seachadadh tosaíochtaí straitéiseacha ar 
leith, lena n-áirítear tacú le hoideachas trí mheán na Gaeilge. Ós rud é go bhfuil feidhm reachtúil 
ag Foras na Gaeilge faoin Acht um Chomhaontú na Breataine-na hÉireann 1999 maidir le tacú 
le hoideachas trí mheán na Gaeilge, luíonn sé le réasún go mbeidh an eagraíocht cheannais a 
roghnófar sa réimse seo ag tacú le gaelscoileanna agus le scoileanna Gaeltachta araon. Tá an 
próiseas chun na heagraíochtaí ceannais a roghnú ar bun ag Foras na Gaeilge i láthair na huaire. 
Tuigtear dom go bhfuiltear ag súil go mbeidh torthaí an phróisis fógartha i mí Eanáir 2014. 

03/12/2013WRA00550Cultural Policy

03/12/2013WRA0060011. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 
view of the recent call from the head of design at the National College of Art and Design (de-
tails supplied) on the Government to officially acknowledge Dublin 8 as a leading cultural and 
creative quarter as a sign of its intent to prioritise these industries and view of the evidence to 
support such a call, the rich historical heritage of the area, the high concentration of digital and 
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creative small and medium enterprises, the many traditional design and arts practitioners living 
in the district, his plans to prioritise and stimulate the creative and cultural economy in Dublin 
8.  [51436/13]

03/12/2013WRA00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In Ireland, 
we recognise the potential of the creative industries and particularly their beneficial character-
istics. The creative industries now encompass more than the traditional areas of the arts, film, 
music and literature, and include areas like advertising, as well as the newer industries such as 
social media, gaming and animation.

As Minister with responsibility for arts, culture and heritage for the whole country, I do 
not want to single out any part of Dublin, or indeed any other part of the country, as requiring 
branding as a creative quarter. Of course, Dublin 8 has a number of unique historical, cultural 
and creative characteristics, but so have many other areas in the country. I have no statutory 
function in the designation of such areas.

One of the actions I have prioritised as Minister is in relation to encouraging the fostering of 
creativity in our children and young people. Initiatives have been introduced in our schools to 
ensure that they develop this very important skill and that there is a broader appreciation of the 
value of the arts as an instrument to nurture and develop creativity.  

The importance of this matter is well recognised internationally. Indeed, during the recent 
Irish Presidency of the EU, Irish officials worked closely with their EU colleagues on a seven 
year plan to put in place appropriate policies and a funding framework to drive the Creative 
Europe programme for the years 2014 to 2020.

In the Irish context, up to relatively recently Ireland may have had a somewhat fragmented 
approach to the development of the creative industries but, over the last few years, there have 
been some important initiatives at national and sectoral levels which are fostering a stronger 
more cohesive approach to this sector. 

Innovation Ireland is a report published in March 2010 by an inter-disciplinary group, as a 
follow-up to the SMART Economy strategy. The report underscores how the arts can be used 
to drive jobs in the digital economy and creative industries, as well as the vital role of culture 
in fostering creativity in the education system. It also identifies the scope for cultural creativity 
and science to work together to re-position technology and innovation in innovative new ways 
in the public mind, and help re-position artists, culture and creative minds into the centre of in-
novative businesses.

The report highlights the need amongst employers in innovative industries and businesses 
for creative thinkers who are culturally aware to drive their business forward. As we shift to a 
more knowledge-based, services-oriented economy, I believe that Ireland is well placed to lead 
developments in this area because of its established arts and cultural heritage. 

The digital economy has tremendous potential to create new jobs and new growth.  Compa-
nies in this sector are amongst the fastest growing in the world and have become major brands.  
The arts and the creative sector also can play an innovative role in positioning Ireland in a new 
way, particularly when science and arts are brought together to utilise technology in insightful 
and original ways.

03/12/2013WRA00750Inland Waterways Development

03/12/2013WRA0080012. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
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position regarding the Ulster Canal restoration project; the steps that must be taken to complete 
the project; the indicative timeline for the completion of the project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51471/13]

03/12/2013WRA00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, in July 2007 the North/South Ministerial Council (NSMC) agreed to proceed 
with the restoration of the section of the Ulster Canal between Clones and Upper Lough Erne. 
The then Government agreed to cover the full capital costs of the project, which were estimated 
at that time to be of the order of €35m.

It was always the intention that the Ulster Canal project would be funded from the Wa-
terways Ireland annual allocations, as agreed through the annual estimates processes in this 
jurisdiction, as well as the deliberations of NSMC in relation to annual budgets.  It was a key 
consideration throughout the process that the Ulster Canal project would be supported by a 
significant level of projected income from the commercialisation of certain Waterways Ireland 
assets.  However, the economic downturn has had a negative impact on those plans.

I am continuing to explore all possible options to advance this project within the current 
fiscal constraints. In this regard, I established an Inter-Agency Group on the Ulster Canal to 
explore ways to advance the project and to examine possible funding options for it, including 
existing funding streams and the leveraging of funding from other sources. The Inter-Agency 
Group last met on 9 October and will meet again next week, on 9 December.

In the meantime, the Ulster Canal project is progressing on an incremental basis. Planning 
approvals have now been received for the project in both jurisdictions. Compulsory Purchase 
Order land maps are in preparation and consideration is being given to how the construction 
work and other technical aspects of the project will be structured once the necessary lands have 
been secured. The timeline for completion of the project will be determined when these prepa-
ratory steps have been completed.

I welcome these developments, which, I am sure the Deputy will agree, are a significant 
milestone for the project.

03/12/2013WRA00950City of Culture Initiative

03/12/2013WRA0100013. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
supports his Department intends to provide to local arts and tourism bodies, and the local au-
thority to ensure Limerick’s designation as city of culture for 2014, is successful; his Depart-
ment’s plans to promote Limerick domestically and internationally for 2014; if he was satisfied 
with the appointments process for the position of chief executive officer of the city of culture 
board.  [51469/13]

03/12/2013WRA0110014. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
plans in place for the Limerick city of culture initiative; if he is satisfied with the budget al-
located to the city of culture programme; the long-term benefits expected for the artistic com-
munity in Limerick as a result of this initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51454/13]

03/12/2013WRA01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 13 and 14 together.

The aim of the City of Culture initiative is to deliver a programme of cultural events and 
engagement in a city for one year in such a way as to lead to a permanent increase in the en-
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gagement of its citizens with arts and culture in the longer-term. The introduction of a City of 
Culture initiative in Ireland follows similar initiatives in other countries, and also follows the 
well-established EU Capitals of Culture Programme, which Ireland has held on two occasions.

As Deputies will be aware, Limerick City is undergoing a process of profound change at 
present and 2014 is an important year for the city as it will be the year in which a new single 
local authority will be established.  I am confident that the designation of Limerick as the inau-
gural Irish City of Culture will help to shape, brand and promote a new Limerick city. 

Funding of €6 million towards the cost of the City of Culture Programme was provided to 
my Department in Budget 2014 and will be reflected in the Revised Estimates Volume (REV) to 
be published in the coming weeks. This funding will  support the arts and cultural events which 
will be taking place in Limerick during 2014. 

The scheme for disbursal of the allocation to Limerick City and County Council will be 
grounded in a Service Level Agreement (SLA) currently being prepared by my Department, 
together with a formal letter of grant approval. The oversight, administration and governance 
model that will govern the disbursement of funds to the Council will be addressed in that SLA. 
Disbursal of the approved funding, which will be fully in line with public service financial and 
accountability requirements, will not commence until 2014.

Clearly, the primary relationship in relation to these matters will be between my Department 
and Limerick City and County Council. Day-to-day operational, administrative and associated 
matters will reside with the Council and the company - Limerick National City of Culture 2014 
Ltd - it has established to manage the City of Culture programme. Matters in relation to the ap-
pointment of the CEO of that company are for Limerick City and County Council and I have 
noted the comments of the City and County Manager in that regard.

03/12/2013WRA01250Culture Night

03/12/2013WRA0130015. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he has made any progress on the commitment in the programme for Government to make the 
Culture Night initiative a twice yearly event; the actions he planned to ensure this commitment 
is kept; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51457/13]

03/12/2013WRA01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Following on 
from discussions between my Department and relevant stakeholders, including Fáilte Ireland, 
Tourism Ireland, Temple Bar Cultural Trust and St. Patrick’s Festival, it was agreed that the 
commitment in the Programme for Government to expand the Culture Night concept and to 
consider making it a twice yearly event would be best met by the designation and delivery of 
an International Week of Irish Culture, based around the St Patrick’s Day Festival.  This would 
allow for the cultivation and development of the solid foundations already in place to showcase 
to the world Ireland’s rich and varied cultural heritage and to promote Ireland as a destination 
for cultural tourists.

2012 was essentially the first year of a 5-year development plan in this regard, with the 
emphasis on the international launch of the “International Celebration of Irish Culture” brand 
abroad and a series of programme activities based in existing cultural venues around the Mer-
rion Square/Kildare Street areas of Dublin, marketing the message of “I Love my City”.  The 
existing St. Patrick’s Festival activity was used to promote Ireland and its culture, both domes-
tically and internationally, and the initiative was well received and supported in both national 
and international spheres.  
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This year, the international element had “Culture Connects”- the international culture pro-
gramme of Ireland’s presidency of the EU - as its key focus.  The domestic element of the cel-
ebration took place over an extended 4 day period and featured 16 free headline events staged 
in the beautiful surroundings of some of our most prestigious cultural institutions and venues. 
In addition to these specially programmed events, a citywide Cultural Events Programme also 
took place throughout the city during the St. Patrick’s Day Festival. Once again, the initiative 
was well received and supported and it is proposed to further expand it in 2014, ultimately 
building towards linking with the 2016 commemoration celebrations.

In further recognition of the Culture Night commitment in the Programme for Government,  
my Department continues to work with relevant stakeholders to foster and develop the event. 
Culture Night has grown from a relatively small-scale cultural event, staged only in Dublin in 
2006, to the significant national cultural event it now is.

Culture Night 2013 took place on 20 September 2013 in 34 locations across the island of 
Ireland, in 3 UK cities and in Leuven in Belgium.  The feedback from the 2013 event has been 
overwhelmingly positive with many participating locations reporting larger turnouts than in 
previous years.  

Discussions have already commenced with key stakeholders in relation to Culture Night 
2014. As it enters its 9th year, the challenge is to keep Culture Night fresh and exciting, whilst 
building on the platforms and success of previous years to further develop and enhance the 
event. Clearly, while we want people to really enjoy Culture Night, we also want to use it as a 
stepping stone to encourage more people to visit cultural venues and experience culture in their 
locality.

03/12/2013WRA01450Grazing Rights

03/12/2013WRA0150016. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his plans for 
farmers participating in the Twelve Bens-Garraun complex in Connemara; the negotiations his 
Department has had with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine regarding said 
farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51461/13]

03/12/2013WRA01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Farmers in 
the Twelve Bens/Garraun and Maumturk Mountain Complex Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs) were obliged to amend their farming practices from 1 November 2008 to ensure that 
mountain/commonage areas recovered from past overgrazing.

This grazing restriction concluded on 1 November this year. The payments delivered from 
my Department assisted farmers in delivering Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition  
- GAEC - in these sensitive habitats over the period of the scheme.  The recovery was an essen-
tial part of Ireland’s compliance with a judgment of the Court of Justice of the European Union.

Supports for farming are principally a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine. In terms of future schemes for Natura areas, my Department is engaged 
in ongoing discussions with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine concerning 
suitable agri-environment measures under the next Rural Development Plan.

  Question No. 17 answered with Question No. 9.

03/12/2013WRA01750Foras na Gaeilge
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03/12/2013WRA0180018. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ar an ngá atá ann Fóram Pleanála Uile-Éireann a bhunú; an bhfuil 
aon phleananna aige chun fóram den sórt sin a chur ar bun; agus mura bhfuil aon phleananna 
den sórt sin aige, cén fáth nach bhfuil. [51472/13]

03/12/2013WRA01900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Mar a mhínigh mé i bhfreagra ar Cheist Dála 81 ar 22 Deireadh Fómhair 2013, 
rinne an Chomhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas socruithe nua maoinithe a fhaomhadh, in ionad 
múnla reatha bunmhaoinithe Fhoras na Gaeilge, ag a chruinniú in Ard Mhacha ar an 10 Iúil 
2013. Faoi na socruithe nua, beidh tosaíochtaí straitéiseacha ar leith á seachadadh ag 6 ea-
graíocht cheannais a bheidh ag feidhmiú ar bhonn uile-oileáin. Cuirfidh Foras na Gaeilge na 
fóraim chuí ar bun le tacú leis an gcur chuige úr seo, is iad sin, an fóram comhpháirtíochta uile-
oileáin agus an fóram forbartha teanga uile-oileáin.  

Beidh an fóram comhpháirtíochta uile-oileáin comhdhéanta de cheannasaithe na n-ea-
graíochtaí ceannais agus Foras na Gaeilge. Bunófar an fóram seo chun cur chuige comhoibríoch 
ag na heagraíochtaí ceannais a chinntiú. 

Beidh an fóram forbartha teanga uile-oileáin ionadaíoch de shainleasa teanga áitiúla atá 
maoinithe ag Foras na Gaeilge ag leibhéal an phobail. Tabharfaidh an fóram seo aischothú don 
bhfóram comhpháirtíochta ar fheidhmiú na dtosaíochtaí straitéiseacha ar an talamh.

Táthar ag súil go dtógfaidh bord Fhoras na Gaeilge cinneadh maidir le roghnú na n-ea-
graíochtaí ceannais le linn mhí Eanáir 2014 agus go gcuirfear an dá fhóram uile-oileáin ar bun 
ina dhiaidh sin.

03/12/2013WRA01950Philanthropy Initiatives

03/12/2013WRA0200019. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
is satisfied that his Department’s current strategy relating to philanthropy here will result in a 
rise of donations to philanthropic causes in the coming years; the actions he will take in 2014 
to ensure a strong philanthropic community here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51456/13]

03/12/2013WRA02100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My col-
league, Mr. Phil Hogan, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment, has responsibility for philanthropy in general and for increasing donations to philan-
thropic causes. The Deputy can access the recommendations of the report of the Forum on 
Philanthropy and Fund-raising and associated updates at: www.philanthropy.ie/information/
forum-on-philanthropy/progress.

I am however, pleased to avail of the opportunity to give the House information on some 
initiatives in the area of Philanthropy and the Arts.  The Programme for Government  includes 
the following commitment:

“We will work with stakeholders in the Arts community to develop new proposals aimed at 
building private support of the Arts in Ireland exploring philanthropic, sponsorship or endow-
ment fund opportunities”.

Since taking office, I have introduced a number of initiatives to address this commitment. 
In May 2012, I introduced a new philanthropic initiative for arts and culture organisations.  The 
initiative - the Philanthropic Leverage Initiative - was designed to encourage philanthropic 
sponsorship and endowment of the arts from private sources.  The initiative has provided an 
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incentive to arts organisations to proactively seek new funding relationships with sponsors, 
which deliver private sector financial support, thereby increasing overall funding available to 
the arts.  The initiative proved very successful with a multiplier of 4.26 in philanthropic dona-
tions being leveraged - giving the arts a boost of over €1 million last year, of which less than 
one-fifth came from the public purse. A full list of awards under this scheme can be viewed on 
my Department’s website at www.ahg.gov.ie.  This year, funding of up to €210,000 has been 
available to arts organisations under the Initiative.  

In October 2012, I hosted and chaired a forum on Philanthropy and the Arts  in Smock Alley 
Theatre.  It featured speakers from key philanthropic organisations and the arts in Ireland.  The 
conference was very well attended and generated very positive feedback.  There is a full report 
of the conference on my Department’s website.

Parallel to these initiatives, following my policy initiative, the Arts Council is continuing 
with another initiative entitled RAISE: Building Fundraising Capacity - which dovetails with 
the work in my Department. The initiative consists of a programme, which is providing one-to-
one professional support to selected arts organisations for two years to assist in planning and 
implementing a tailored fundraising programme for each organisation. Eight leading Irish arts 
organisations are aiming to raise €10 million in private funding over the next five years as part 
of this Arts Council initiative.  

My Department has also provided support to Business to Arts (a not-for-profit organisa-
tion working to support resilience and transformation in the cultural sector through research, 
innovation and partnership) for a number of years and, in each of the last three years, this has 
been allocated to delivery of the New Stream Programme, which builds fundraising skills in the 
cultural sector in Ireland. 

I can assure the Deputy that I will be continuing to avail of every opportunity to promote 
philanthropy in order to complement Government funding of the arts and to encourage more 
arts organisations to engage with business to their mutual benefit.

03/12/2013WRA02150Cultural Policy

03/12/2013WRA0220020. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
extent to which he continues to have discussions with stakeholders in the arts and heritage sec-
tors with a view to the maximisation of the sectors’ ability to continue to impact favourably on 
the economy with particular reference to the need to capitalise on previous years’ efforts such 
as The Gathering as a means of promoting Irish arts and heritage at home and abroad; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51460/13]

03/12/2013WRA02300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Gather-
ing initiative, undertaken by my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, has 
the strong support of my Department and the agencies under my Department’s remit. A range 
of actions that have been taken to support The Gathering were outlined in my previous replies 
to the Deputy. 

My Department and its agencies have made a substantial contribution towards ensuring a 
strong linkage between the cultural area and tourism and, in so doing, to The Gathering. This 
promotes and enhances the artistic image of Ireland. Indeed, the arts are very much part of our 
tourism offering. For example, over 1 million tourists visit the National Museum annually, free 
of charge. The number of people coming to Ireland for the cultural encounter is increasing all 
the time.
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My Department’s Culture Ireland Programme supports artists to travel abroad and promote 
this country. Efforts are continuing to maximise the benefits from that funding and, in this re-
gard, I have arranged that other State agencies, such as the IDA and Tourism Ireland, will be 
enabled to capitalise on the presence of some of our best artists when travelling abroad so as to 
further promote the country. 

Throughout 2013, my Department has worked to encourage linkages between arts and cul-
ture and The Gathering initiative and these efforts will continue into the future.

03/12/2013WRA02350National Monuments

03/12/2013WRA0240021. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
contact he has had with the National Asset Management Agency and Chartered Land relating to 
the national monument on Moore Street, Dublin 1; the progress made on the redevelopment of 
this site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51455/13]

03/12/2013WRA02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): On 16 July 
last I made a determination in relation to a consent application and related Environmental Im-
pact Statement submitted by the owners under the National Monuments Acts in relation to 
proposed works on the Moore Street national monument site.  

The national monument is in private ownership and, accordingly, the advancement of pro-
posals that reflect the terms of the consent I have granted is a matter for the owners.  The con-
sent is, however, conditional on a revised project design being submitted to me for approval 
within 9 months of the decision date that takes full account of the elements of the proposal for 
which consent has been refused and the conditions attached to the approved works.  A further 
condition requires substantive works to commence on site within 3 months of the approval of 
the revised proposals.  

I have since met the monument owners who have informed me that they are currently pre-
paring proposals for the site which would fit within the terms of my decision on the consent 
application and that the revised proposals would be submitted for my approval as quickly as 
possible.  

My Department informed the National Asset Management Agency at the outset of the re-
ceipt of the consent application in this case and also of my decision in July.  I am aware of re-
cent media reports suggesting that the Agency would provide funding to facilitate the proposed 
works, which I would welcome, but my Department has not received any formal confirmation 
to that effect. 

03/12/2013WRA02650Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRA0280023. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Taoiseach the number of officials in his Depart-
ment that are receiving the cost of club membership fees, including sports clubs and profes-
sional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the total cost per year to his Department 
of paying these fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51372/13]

03/12/2013WRA02900The Taoiseach: No officials in my Department have costs of club membership fees for 
sports clubs or any professional bodies included as part of their contracts of employment.
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03/12/2013WRA02950Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRA0300024. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Taoiseach if his Department is paying for any of 
its employees to receive third-level qualifications; if so, the annual cost for each of the past five 
years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a result of receiving this qualification; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51386/13]

03/12/2013WRA03100The Taoiseach: Financial assistance for third-level education is provided to staff under the 
Refund of Fees Scheme as set out under the Department of Finance’s Circular 20/07 (Post Entry 
Education - Refund of Fees, Study Leave and Examination Leave).

Employees do not receive financial bonuses as a result of receiving third level qualifications 
under the scheme. 

The following are the annual costs for each of the past five years:

 Year  Spend
  2009  €44,899.65
  2010  €57,152.29
  2011  €36,402.05
  2012  €26,716.50
  2013  €40,334.80

03/12/2013WRA03150Consultancy Contracts Data

03/12/2013WRA0320025. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the total number of contracts and their 
total financial cost awarded to a company (details supplied) by his Department in each of the 
years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, or whatever years practicable; if all the 
contracts were winning public tenders; and if he will provide a breakdown of the contracts by 
date, purpose and individual value. [51388/13]

03/12/2013WRA0330026. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the total number of contracts and their 
total financial cost awarded to a company (details supplied) by his Department in each of the 
years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, or whatever years practicable; if all the 
contracts were winning public tenders; and if he will provide a breakdown of the contracts by 
date, purpose and individual value. [51389/13]

03/12/2013WRA0340027. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the total number of contracts and their 
total financial cost awarded to a company (details supplied) by his Department in each of the 
years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, or whatever years practicable; if all the 
contracts were winning public tenders; and if he will provide a breakdown of the contracts by 
date, purpose and individual value. [51390/13]

03/12/2013WRA0350028. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the total number of contracts and their 
total financial cost awarded to a company (details supplied) by his Department in each of the 
years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, or whatever years practicable; if all the 
contracts were winning public tenders; and if he will provide a breakdown of the contracts by 
date, purpose and individual value. [51391/13]

03/12/2013WRA0360029. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the total number of contracts and their 
total financial cost awarded to a company (details supplied) by his Department in each of the 
years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, or whatever years practicable; if all the 
contracts were winning public tenders; and if he will provide a breakdown of the contracts by 
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date, purpose and individual value. [51392/13]

03/12/2013WRA0370030. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the total number of contracts and their 
total financial cost awarded to a company (details supplied) by his Department in each of the 
years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, or whatever years practicable; if all the 
contracts were winning public tenders; and if he will provide a breakdown of the contracts by 
date, purpose and individual value. [51393/13]

03/12/2013WRA0380031. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the total number of contracts and their 
total financial cost awarded to a company (details supplied) by his Department in each of the 
years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, or whatever years practicable; if all the 
contracts were winning public tenders; and if he will provide a breakdown of the contracts by 
date, purpose and individual value. [51394/13]

03/12/2013WRA03900The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31 together.

The table below provides details on the total number of contracts awarded to companies 
(details supplied) from 2008 to date.

Year Vendor Name Purpose Total Cost
2008 Grant Thornton Contract with Grant Thornton for 

forensic accounting services in 
respect of issues pertaining to an 
industrial relations dispute at Aer 
Lingus

€75,119.82

03/12/2013WRA03950Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRA0400032. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Question No. 
113 of 19 November 2013, if he will provide the figures supplied with respect to senior counsel; 
the total number of separate legal briefings to senior counsel for each year in which the moneys 
were paid as listed in the response; the total number of different senior counsel briefed for each 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51492/13]

03/12/2013WRA04100The Taoiseach: The information requested by the Deputy is contained in the table below. 
As the Offices updated their Financial Management Systems during 2004 the breakdown re-
quested by the Deputy is not readily available for that year. It should be noted that the amounts 
shown in the table are different from the amounts given in the reply to the previous Question 
because those figures included not just brief fees but, as requested, all payments to senior coun-
sel including for other services such as advice/opinions, written submissions etc.

Year Number of Brief Fees Number of Counsel Amount
2005 705 120 €3,523,645.59
2006 423 110 €2,655,575.35
2007 462 96 €3,794,178.60
2008 569 92 €4,984,933.47
2009 495 99 €4,194,484.60
2010 683 85 €2,617,116.87
2011 353 80 €2,081,445.24
2012 309 80 €1,952,750.57
2013* 349 81 €1,872,380.81

*As of end November 2013
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03/12/2013WRA04150Economic Data

03/12/2013WRA0420033. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Taoiseach if in future, earnings and labour cost re-
ports will continue to use the baseline year 2008 for table No. 1, and throughout the report 
in view of the fact that for the foreseeable future, progress or otherwise should be measured 
against the peak year of 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51787/13]

03/12/2013WRA04300The Taoiseach: Quarterly information on earnings and labour costs is published in the 
Earnings and Labour Costs Quarterly release.  The data is based on the Earnings, Hours and 
Employment Costs (EHECS) survey which has been undertaken since quarter 1 2008. All earn-
ings and labour costs data from this survey since quarter 1 2008  is available on the CSO web-
site.  

The quarterly release is produced and analysis focuses on the latest quarterly and annual 
trends, as the data is primarily intended as a short-term economic indicator, while references 
are made to longer term trends where applicable.  However the practicality of publishing tables 
for the entire period that the series covers is not feasible, taking into account issues of space and 
visual presentation.  At present the release covers a four-year rolling period.  Additional data 
and time periods are available to users of the earnings statistics through the statbank tables on 
the CSO website where further analysis is possible from 2008 if required.

03/12/2013WRA04350Overseas Development Aid Expenditure

03/12/2013WRA0440034. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the amount that has been spent in overseas aid for each of the past five years; if he will 
provide a breakdown of the money spent in each country; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51341/13]

03/12/2013WRA04500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): This Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s aid programme and to its place at 
the heart of Ireland’s foreign policy.  The programme reflects the generosity and values of the 
Irish people and is a concrete expression of our determination to help those less fortunate than 
ourselves.  Our new policy for International Development “One World, One Future” published 
earlier this year, sets out our vision for a sustainable and just world. It maintains our sharp fo-
cus on poverty reduction and hunger eradication though providing much needed assistance and 
support to some of the world’s poorest countries and communities, particularly those in sub-
Saharan Africa.  Our aid remains untied. The policy also seeks to develop stronger, mutually 
beneficial, economic and trading interests between Ireland and developing countries - building 
future markets for Ireland’s good and services as those economies grow and expand. 

Over the five year period 2009-2013, Ireland has contributed in excess of €3.3 billion to Of-
ficial Development Assistance (ODA).  Of this total, approximately 80% was administered by 
my Department through Vote 27 International Cooperation, while the remainder was made up 
of ODA eligible contributions from other Government Departments and Ireland’s share of the 
EU Development Cooperation Budget.  A summary of total ODA for each of the past 5 years is 
provided below.   

 - Total ODA € millions
2013 622.08
2012 628.90
2011 657.04
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 - Total ODA € millions
2010 675.83
2009 722.20

€3,306.05

The statistical annexes to the Irish Aid Annual Report provide a detailed analysis of Ire-
land’s ODA, across a range of metrics including an analysis by recipient country.  The most 
recent data published relates to ODA for 2012 and is available on the Irish Aid website at www.
irishaid.ie.  Detailed statistical analysis of Ireland’s ODA for 2013 will be complied early in the 
New Year and will be subsequently published on the Irish Aid web site.

03/12/2013WRA04550Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRA0460035. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of officials in his Department that are receiving the cost of club membership 
fees, including sports clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; 
the total cost per year to his Department of paying these fees; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51367/13]

03/12/2013WRA04700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In 
2013, 23 officials of my Department received the cost of membership of professional bodies re-
lated to their professional and technical qualifications necessary for the conduct of their duties. 
The total cost of this to my Department was €7,870.22 for 2013 (to date), which would be an 
indicative annual figure.  The cost of membership of certain local organisations/bodies may also 
be paid in respect of officials based at diplomatic missions abroad. These costs are met from 
official funds only in a small number of exceptional cases, where the membership provides the 
mission with opportunities for high-level networking with key political contacts or for promo-
tion of Irish business, economic and cultural interests. An example of such memberships is the 
European Policy Centre in Brussels (annual cost €600).  It is not possible within the time avail-
able to provide full information on the numbers and costs involved.

03/12/2013WRA04750Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRA0480036. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his Department is paying for any of its employees to receive third-level qualifications; 
if so, the annual cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a financial 
bonus as a result of receiving this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51381/13]

03/12/2013WRA04900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As 
part of their professional development, staff of my Department who undertake qualifying third 
level courses in their own time may receive financial assistance under the terms of the Refund 
of Fees Scheme, which is sanctioned by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade strongly encourages and supports its staff in this 
regard, particularly where the courses are particularly relevant to the work of the Department.   
No financial bonuses are paid to members of staff who complete such courses.

A table setting out the expenditure on Refund of Fees for the years 2009-2013 is below.
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Year Expenditure on Refund of Fees (€)
2013 (to-date) 72,274
2012 102,528
2011 105,914
2010 140,907
2009 80,221

03/12/2013WRA04950Foreign Policy Review

03/12/2013WRA0500037. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when his Department will be conducting a review of foreign policy; the consultation process he 
intends to engage in for the comprehensive review; the opening and closing dates of the public 
consultation process; the forum that will contribute to the overall review; the other stakehold-
ers that will be involved in the review process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51435/13]

03/12/2013WRA05100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I initi-
ated a review of Ireland’s foreign policy and external relations on 8 October 2013. The purpose 
of the review is to provide an updated statement of Ireland’s foreign policy and to identify 
a series of recommendations for its conduct, with a view to ensuring that the Government 
is equipped with the right mix of policies and instruments to promote Ireland’s values and 
interests abroad.  The review will include a broad process of consultation: within my Depart-
ment; with other Government Departments; with State Agencies; with the Oireachtas, with 
business organizations; with civil society and with other stakeholders. A public consultation 
exercise will commence shortly, details of which will be made available on the website of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. I will discuss the review with the Joint Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and Trade on 4 December 2013, when I will make a statement on the mat-
ter. Similar meetings are being sought with the Joint Committee on European Union Affairs, 
and with the Joint Committee on Implementation of the Good Friday Agreement. Members of 
the Oireachtas are also invited to contribute views in writing on any aspect of Ireland’s foreign 
policy and external relations. 

03/12/2013WRA05150Trade Missions Data

03/12/2013WRA0520038. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade further to Parliamentary Question No. 128 of 19 November 2013, if he will provide a list 
of the names of the individual companies that were met as numerated in the response for 2011, 
2012, and to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51493/13]

03/12/2013WRA05300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In 
some circumstances there are commercial sensitivities surrounding the publication of the infor-
mation requested by the Deputy.  Many of the companies met during St. Patrick’s Day visits are 
either potential investors in Ireland or prospective commercial partners of Irish companies in a 
particular market. Releasing the names of such companies could potentially compromise their 
position with regard to international competitors.  Furthermore, it is the policy of IDA Ireland 
not to release individual company names in response to questions that will end up in the public 
arena, as doing so could compromise the Agency’s negotiating position with potential new FDI 
investors and also could be commercially sensitive in dealing with its existing base of clients. 
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03/12/2013WRA05350Departmental Funding

03/12/2013WRA0540039. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the funding, if any, is available as bursaries or to support music students studying overseas; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51542/13]

03/12/2013WRA05500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Sup-
port for the development of Ireland’s artistic talent, including in the field of music, is primarily 
a matter for the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, to whom I understand the Deputy 
has tabled an identical question. My Department does not administer any funding or bursary 
schemes to support music students studying overseas.

I would add that the Ireland-United States Commission for Educational Exchange (the Ful-
bright Commission), which receives financial support from the Government of Ireland through 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and from the United States Government, provides 
grants for Irish citizens and EU citizens who have been resident in Ireland for three or more 
years to research, study or lecture in the United States on an annual basis. Details of the Ful-
bright awards are available on the Commission’s website at www.fulbright.ie. Fulbright awards 
are open to applicants from all fields and disciplines, with the exception of clinical medical 
studies.

03/12/2013WRA05550Consular Services Representations

03/12/2013WRA0560040. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will investigate a matter affecting a company (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51621/13]

03/12/2013WRA05700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As I 
have stated previously, the Irish Embassy in Brussels has been closely following developments 
in relation to this case. As the Deputy will be aware, the company has engaged the services of 
a French-based agency to act on its behalf in relation to the claims submitted to the Belgian 
Customs for reimbursement of excise duties paid in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012.  I am pleased 
to note that payment in respect of the 2012 claims will be made by the customs authorities on 
4 December.  However, I regret that the position in relation to the pre-2012 claims is less posi-
tive and I can fully appreciate the concern of the company to learn that the claims for the years 
prior to 2012 have been deemed ineligible on the basis that Belgian customs law requires that 
a company must first be authorised before it is able to claim for reimbursement of excise duty. 

I note that, as provided for under the relevant legislation, the company is appealing the deci-
sion of the Belgian Customs to disallow the pre-2012 claims and I hope that the appeal will be 
successful. Given the independence of the Belgian Customs Service and the necessity to respect 
the integrity of the appeals process, the Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate 
for me to become directly involved in the case. 

03/12/2013WRA05750Middle East Issues

03/12/2013WRA0580041. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will exert pressure on the European Union to take action against Israel for its breaches of inter-
national law, in relation to the collective punishment which is being served to citizens of Gaza 
as a result of the blockade; if he will seek agreement that upgraded trade relations and research 
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programmes for Israel should be halted until the Rafah crossing is open and the people of Gaza 
given freedom of movement. [51697/13]

03/12/2013WRA05900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have 
consistently called for the end of all restrictions on normal movement in and out of Gaza, and 
will continue to do so. Ireland is very much to the fore in raising concerns with our European 
partners on the restrictive measures on access and movement imposed on Gaza by Israel and 
Egypt and pressing for strong EU action to improve the situation within the Territory.  There 
has been some easing of the blockade in recent years, but far too little to allow the Gaza Strip 
to resume normal life.  The restrictions recently imposed at the Rafah crossing have been un-
dertaken by the Egyptian Government on security grounds and are unconnected with the Israeli 
authorities. 

03/12/2013WRA05950Trade Missions Data

03/12/2013WRA0600042. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade further to Parliamentary Question No. 129 of 19 November 2013, the names of compa-
nies since March 2011 where Enterprise Ireland has provided information on contracts won 
during trade missions as appropriate; the reason the names of companies who accompany him 
on Enterprise Ireland events could be considered commercially sensitive information; if En-
terprise Ireland have sought legal advice to that effect; if he will confirm whether Enterprise 
Ireland would seek to refuse providing this information through a freedom of information re-
quest on the grounds of commercial sensitivity; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51733/13]

03/12/2013WRA06100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As the 
Deputy will be aware, Enterprise Ireland is the Government agency responsible for the devel-
opment and internationalisation of Irish enterprises. Each year, Enterprise Ireland organises a 
series of targeted, international, Ministerial-led trade missions. The participation by Irish com-
panies in those missions is organised by Enterprise Ireland. I am informed that Enterprise Ire-
land takes the view that, while there may be press activity around a particular trade mission, it 
is generally for participating companies to disclose their interest in particular markets and not a 
matter for Government or its agencies. Matters of commercial sensitivity can also be a factor, as 
I indicated in my reply to Question No 129 of 19 November.  On this basis and in light of advice 
from Enterprise Ireland concerning the above question, details of specific company participa-
tion were not released at that time. However, following further consideration of the matter by 
Enterprise Ireland, it has been decided, in this instance, to release the names of the participating 
companies. Enterprise Ireland has provided the attached list of participating companies.

Trade Mission to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia & the State of Qatar, 16–20 October 
2011

Led by Ms Jan O’Sullivan, T.D. Minister of State for Trade & Development

Company Company
Air Atlanta Aero Engineering Lincor Solutions Ltd
Astrotek Ireland Limited Mercury Middle East
Bruce Shaw Miagen
Bus Eireann Monex Financial Service
Byrne Looby Partners NDV.ltd
CES Energy Openmind Networks
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Company Company
CR2 Piercom Limited
Cylon Controls Ltd PM Group
Daon RPS
Datac Control International Limited Sammon Contracting Ltd
Edgewater College SF Engineering
ESB International SiBS
Ezetop Ltd. Slainte Healthcare
Fehily Timoney and Company SmartGlass International Ltd
FEXCO Merchant Services Soft-ex Communications Ltd
Food & Consumer Lawyer TEKenable
GM Steel Fabricators Ltd. The Botany Weaving Mill
Instant upright Woodfit Limited
Intuition KCC Architectural
Jennings O’Donovan & Partners
John Sisk & Son
Jones Engineering Group

Trade Mission to South Africa, 6-9 November 2011

Led by Ms Jan O’Sullivan, T.D. Minister of State for Trade & Development

Company Company
Adaptive Mobile Security Ltd Hmh Ip Company
Advanced Field Solutions Ltd In Hand Guides Ltd
Altobridge Ltd Industrial Development Authority
Athlone Extrusions Ltd infralink 
Azotel Technologies Ltd JFC Manufacturing Co Ltd
Bannow Exports Ltd Kentz Corporation
Cashbook Ltd Nasc Technologies Ltd
Clarigen Ltd Oghma Services Ltd
Cruado Ltd t/a IS Options Qumas Ltd
Daon Rennicks Group Ltd
Eirgen Pharma Ltd Softco Ltd
FEXCO The European Computer Driving Licence Founda-

tion Ltd
Glenpatrick Spring Water Co Ltd Thirdforce Ep Irl Ltd
Hibernia College Ltd Zahra Publishing Ltd

Trade Mission to Turkey, 28-30 March 2012

Led by Mr. Joe Costello, T.D. Minister of State for Trade and Development

Company Company
Portwest Ltd Kells Stainless Ltd.
Instant upright Dairymaster
Tango Telecom AdaptiveMobile
Ezetop Wellclever Ltd
PM Group Fehily Timoney & Company
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Company Company
Equiendo boxPAY
Britebill Comhlacht Eolas International Ltd
Prodieco Pharmaceutical Components Kilroys Solicitors
EirGen Pharma Altobridge
Openet Lifes2good
Daon Cogan International College
ESB International Brandtone Ltd
Pak Automation Brandtone Turkey

Trade Mission to Russia, 18–22   June 2012

Led by Mr. Joe Costello, T.D. Minister of State for Trade and Development

Company Company
CRH Kerry Group
Dairymaster LLC O’Connor Sutton Cronin
Dublin Aerospace Mercury Engineering
Escher group National Space Centre
IDA Ireland Project Management
Instant Upright ProVac Ltd

Trade Mission to Brazil, 7–11 October 2012

Led by Mr. Joe Costello, T.D.Minister of State for Trade and Development

Company Company
Athlone Institute of Technology Kinesense Limited
Blanchardstown Institute of Technology LA Make-Up Academy Ltd
Brandtone Brasil LTDA Lifes2good
Carbery Group Lincor Solutions Ltd
CDL Software Monex Financial Service
Combilift National Centre for Sensor Research, Dublin CIty 

University
CPS NUI Galway
Drive-Rite Ltd NUI Maynooth
Dublin Business School Open Management Training Ltd
Dublin Institute of Technology Pay to Study - part of The Taxback Group
Dundalk Institute Of Technology Prodieco Pharmaceutical Components
Escher Group (Irl) Ltd RCSI
FEXCO Merchant Services S3 Group
Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology SRI Executive Search Ltd
General Paints Ltd Trinity Biotech.do Brasil Ltda
Gray’s Concept Trinity College Dublin
Handy Baby Products Ltd T/A Clevamama University College Cork
Instant UpRight University College Dublin
Institutes of Technology Ireland University of Limerick
Irish Universities Association Waterford Institute of Technology
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Company Company
Itronik Wellclever Ltd

Trade Mission To South Africa, 11-14 November 2012

Led by Mr. Joe Costello, T.D. Minister of State for Trade & Development

Company Company
Advanced Field Solutions Friarylaw
Altobridge GRIDsta
Associated Marketing Ltd Hibernia College
AuBren Limited I-CANDO Learning
Azotel i-conX solutions Ltd
Bannow Exports Ltd Kinesense Ltd
Brockley Group Mace Promotions (PTY) Ltd
CR2 OL Irish Pubs Ltd
Crystal ASP Ltd Relate Software
Digisoft.tv Rockall Technologies
Digital Marketing Institute Sentinel Fuel Products Ltd
dotMobi The Now Factory
ESB International Vu2Vu Networks Ltd
Forcelink Solutions Waterford Institute of Technology
Franchise Direct

Trade Mission To Turkey, 8-10 April 2013

Led by An Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs & Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore, 
T.D.

Company Company
Ace Express Freight ESB International
Altobridge Escher Group (Irl) Ltd
ATC Language & Travel Griffith College Dublin
Athlone Extrusions Ltd Intuition
AuBren Limited Irish Exporters Association
Bridgeway Pro-Barriers Kells Stainless Ltd.
CAE PARC AVIATION PM Group
Chameleon Colour system Suir Pharma
Combilift The Now Factory
Connolly’s Red Mills Trinity College Dublin
CST International Zapa Technology Lenwol Ltd T/A
Daon

Trade Mission To Belgium, 29 May 2013

Led by the Minister of State for Trade and Development, Mr. Joe Costello, T.D.

Company Company
AWN Consulting Ltd   Intuition
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Company Company
EIDA Solutions Hycon – Dunreid Engineering 
BCD BS&B Safety Systems Ltd (not an EI client)
Team Horizon PM Group
Callaghan Engineering Crest Solutions (Vista Link – Belgium 100% owned 

subsidiary)
Dornan Engineering Limited Sirus
Kirby Group Engineering ProSys Sampling Systems Ltd
Ardmac PCI Dortek Ltd
QUMAS Enterprise System Partners Limited 
Radley Engineering Ltd RKD Architects
Kells Stainless Ltd Arup

Trade Mission To Canada, 10-13 June 2013

Led by the Minister of State for Trade and Development, Mr. Joe Costello T.D.

Company Company
Job Contax    EPS Global
Polecat Combilift
Intuition Publishing RR Projects
Decisions [D4H] Portwest Ltd
Hydro International PM Group
Lotus Works Servisource
Osborne recruitment Roadbridge
Tech Skills Resources

Trade Mission to South Africa and Nigeria, 11-15 November 2013

Led by the Minister of State for Trade and Development, Mr. Joe Costello T.D.

Company Company
Atlantic Dawn Group    Openet
Azotel Monex Financial Services
Bannow Exports Ltd Money Point Ltd
Barbri International/Frairy Law Nasc Technologies Ltd
ClaimVintage PM Group
Compass Informatics Ltd Retail Solutions
CR2 Ltd Sourcedogg
DAQS Europe/AuBren Ltd Sysnet Global Solutions
Digital Skills Acadamy TerraNua Ltd
Druid Software Ltd The Institute of Education
Dublin Institute of Technology Trinity College Dublin
Dublin International Foundation College Waterford Institute of Technology
Dundalk Institute of Technlogy QK Meats 
ESB International Irish Diary Board
Hybrid Enery Solutions Limited Kerry Foods
Miagen Chevron Training & Recruitment 
Sentinel Fuel Products Crystal ASP Ltd
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Company Company
Sigma Wireless Digisoft.tv
Griffith College Dublin

03/12/2013WRA06150Overseas Development Aid Expenditure

03/12/2013WRA0620043. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the total amount of foreign aid provided by the Government since 2005 to date in 2013; if he 
will provide the breakdown of amount for each year and the amount for non-disaster finds and 
disaster funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51856/13]

03/12/2013WRA06300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): This Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s aid programme and to its place at 
the heart of Ireland’s foreign policy.  The programme reflects the generosity and values of the 
Irish people and is a concrete expression of our determination to help those less fortunate than 
ourselves.  Since 2005, Ireland has contributed over €6.4 billion to Official Development As-
sistance (ODA).  Of this total funding approximately 80% was administered by my Department 
through Vote 27 International Cooperation - while the remainder is made up of ODA eligible 
contributions from other Government Departments and Ireland’s share of the EU Development 
Cooperation Budget.  A summary of Ireland’s total ODA since 2005 years is provided below.

Year Total ODA in € Millions 
2013 622.08 
2012 628.90
2011 657.04
2010 675.83
2009 722.20
2008 920.66 
2007 870.870
2006 813.962
2005 578.460
Total 6,490.00 

Detailed analysis of Ireland’s ODA is provided in the statistical annexes to the Irish Aid an-
nual report available on the Irish Aid website at www.irishaid.ie.  

Responding to humanitarian emergencies and their aftermath is a central feature of Ireland’s 
aid programme. Emergency humanitarian assistance saves lives, alleviates suffering and main-
tains human dignity.  Recovery assistance provides focused support to countries emerging from 
conflict or natural disasters, assisting affected populations re-establish their lives.  In respond-
ing to emergencies and their aftermath, Irish Aid works with a variety of partners to best meet 
the needs of affected communities - including host Governments, Irish and international NGOs, 
the International Red Cross/Red Crescent movement, and multilateral agencies such as the UN.   

Given the unpredictable nature of this type of aid, annual funding varies from year to year.  
Over the period 2005 to 2013 approximately 12% of total ODA was allocated to emergency 
response and recovery assistance, although annual allocation levels varied from 10% to 14%.  
The detailed analysis for Emergency and Recovery Assistance for each year is included in the 
statistical annexes to the Irish Aid annual report.
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Northern Ireland Issues

03/12/2013WRB0020044. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has had any recent discussions with members of the British Government in relation to the 
need for an inquiry into the murder of Pat Finucane; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51946/13]

03/12/2013WRB00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Over 
3,500 people died during the Troubles.  The suffering of their relatives and friends endures to 
this day.  There is no hierarchy of loss or grief for these families.  However, both Governments 
accepted at Weston Park that certain cases from the past remained a source of grave public 
concern, particularly those giving rise to serious allegations of collusion by the security forces 
in each of our jurisdictions.  Both Governments therefore committed to undertake a thorough 
investigation of allegations of collusion in the cases, of the murders of Chief Superintendent 
Harry Breen and Superintendent Bob Buchanan, Pat Finucane, Lord Justice and Lady Gibson, 
Robert Hamill, Rosemary Nelson and Billy Wright.  The Government’s position continues to 
be to fulfil the commitments we entered into at Weston Park, most specifically in this jurisdic-
tion to carry out an inquiry into the murders of Chief Superintendent Breen and Superintendent 
Buchanan.  In line with this approach, we continue to call on the British Government for an 
independent public inquiry into the murder of Pat Finucane.  This is an approach which has 
cross-party support in the House of the Oireachtas.

It is clear from my extensive consultations during recent visits to Northern Ireland that the 
past is having a corrosive effect on political life and on community relations.  The current All-
Party talks under the chairmanship of Richard Haass present an opportunity currently to build 
positive momentum towards finding the right mechanisms to deal with the past.  In the longer 
term, dealing with the Past will require the ongoing commitment of both Governments, of all 
the Parties in Ireland, North and South, and also the support of wider society.  

Northern Ireland Issues

03/12/2013WRB0040045. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has had discussions with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland or with members of 
the Northern Ireland Executive regarding the recent comments of the PSNI Chief Constable 
regarding the increased illegal and violent activities by groups describing themselves as dis-
sidents; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51947/13]

03/12/2013WRB0050046. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has had discussions with the Northern Ireland Secretary of State and with the justice Min-
ister in the Northern Ireland Executive regarding the concerns expressed by local communities 
in Northern Ireland about the increased violent activity by so-called dissidents; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51960/13]

03/12/2013WRB00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 45 and 46 together. 

I issued a strong statement on behalf of the government following the attempted bomb at-
tack in Belfast’s Victoria Street on Sunday 24 November, calling on the public to share any 
information relevant to the investigation with the PSNI.  I know that I speak for all members 
of the Oireachtas in our repudiation of such incidents.  The people behind such violence have 
neither mandate nor legitimacy and their methods are repugnant to the will of the Irish nation 
for peace and reconciliation in Ireland.



Questions - Written Answers

294

As co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, the Government is resolved to support the 
Northern Ireland Executive and the PSNI in overcoming the current security challenges and 
demonstrating that democratic politics within that framework is the sole basis for peace and 
reconciliation. 

There is close, ongoing co-operation between the Garda Síochána and the PSNI and taking 
actions against these criminals is a continuing priority for both police services.  The Gardaí 
work seamlessly with their counterparts in Northern Ireland in actively bearing down on these 
criminal terrorists and on the organised crime gangs to which they are linked.  The Garda Com-
missioner and the PSNI Chief Constable place strong emphasis on the close and high quality 
co-operation between the two police services and the shared determination to face down the 
paramilitary threat.

EU Issues

03/12/2013WRB0090047. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has had any recent discussions with the British Foreign Secretary or with other members 
of the British Government regarding Britain’s continued membership and participation in the 
European Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51970/13]

03/12/2013WRB01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): This 
issue is raised in high level meetings with our British counterparts on an ongoing basis.  Most 
recently, on 13 November last, I met in London with British Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg.  
Our discussions covered a range of issues including Britain’s future in Europe.  I outlined to 
him our strong view that the UK is better off within the European Union and that the Union is 
stronger by having the UK within it.  

Property Taxation Administration

03/12/2013WRB0110048. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that homeowners 
who wish to pay their local property tax but have not received their renewal notice, with ID and 
PIN number, will not face any kind of sanction or prosecution.  [51560/13]

03/12/2013WRB01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that letters were issued in October 2013 to over 980,000 property owners who paid 
their 2013 LPT by lump sum (i.e. by debit/credit card, cash, cheque/postal order or single debit 
authority) or by way of regular cash payments.  Letters were not sent to property owners who 
paid their 2013 LPT by deduction at source from salary/occupational pension or from certain 
Government payments or direct debit, or to those who opted to defer their full LPT liability or 
those who claimed an exemption, as all of these options will continue to apply for 2014.  No 
action is required to be taken by these property owners, unless they wish to change to a different 
payment method for 2014.

The Commissioners have confirmed that a small number of property owners who had raised 
queries with Revenue or who had unresolved issues on their property records were not included 
in the bulk issue of letters to property owners in October.  In these cases, a letter will issue to 
the property owner when the relevant issue has been resolved.  These property owners can be 
assured that they will be afforded adequate time to confirm their payment method for 2014 and 
this will be outlined in the letter they receive from Revenue.  

I am also advised that a property owner can contact the LPT helpline at 1890 200 255 where, 
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once their identity is verified, they will be provided with their PIN code and Property Id over the 
telephone.  This should then allow them to file their LPT Return online. 

Carbon Tax Implementation

03/12/2013WRB0130049. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider deferring the 
next phase of the implementation of carbon tax, pending an evaluation of the net benefit of same 
to the State to date, and taking into consideration the effect of the growth of the black economy 
on regulated fuel businesses; when will all public suppliers of fuel to the domestic market come 
under a proper regulatory system; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51615/13]

03/12/2013WRB01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Solid fuel carbon tax will be charged on 
all solid fuels supplied in the State, regardless of whether the fuel products are Irish made or im-
ported.  Solid fuel is defined under section 77 of the Finance Act 2010, as amended and means 
coal or peat.  Coal is further defined to include coal and lignite, solid fuel manufactured from 
coal and lignite, and any other energy product within the meaning of Article 2.1 of Council Di-
rective 2003/96/EC of 27 October 2003 in solid form.  Peat means peat falling within CN Code 
2703 of the Combined Nomenclature of the European Communities referred to in Article 1 of 
Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2658/87 of 23 July 1987, as amended by Commission Regula-
tion (EC) No. 2031/2001 of 6 August 2001 and includes any solid fuel manufactured from peat.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the Air Pollution Act, 1987 (Marketing, 
Sale and Distribution of Fuels)(Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 270 of 2011), made by 
the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, specifies the standards for 
coal placed on the market and extends the regulatory framework in relation to the distribution 
and sale of coal in the State.  Under the Regulations, all coal suppliers are obliged to register 
with the Environmental Protection Agency and comply with sulphur content and packaging 
standards.  In particular, the sulphur content of coal that may be sold in the State, which is not 
more than 0.7% sulphur by weight, is lower than that in Northern Ireland and therefore coal 
supplied to Northern Ireland standards for sale on that market may not be sold in the State. 
Compliance with the Regulations will be enforced by the Local Authorities.  The application of 
the solid fuel carbon tax on coal is heavily dependant on this regulatory regime.  Suppliers who 
produce and supply solid fuels in contravention of these regulations are subject to investigation 
and prosecution by local authorities and other State Agencies charged with enforcing the regu-
lations and preventing such supply. 

The Revenue Commissioners, who are responsible for the collection of carbon tax on solid 
fuels, also advise me that on commencement of the carbon tax provisions under the Finance Act 
2010, any Northern Ireland-based wholesaler of solid fuels selling into the market in Ireland 
will be obliged to register as a supplier and comply with the same regulatory requirements as 
wholesalers based in the State.  Such suppliers will be obliged to make returns on solid fuels 
supplied in the State in the accounting period concerned and pay the amount of carbon tax due 
in respect of that supply. 

Therefore it is not my intention to defer the second phase of the carbon tax which is due for 
implementation in May 2014. 

NewERA Projects

03/12/2013WRB0150050. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a full 
report on recent meetings of NewERA.  [51706/13]
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03/12/2013WRB01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NewERA regularly meets with the com-
mercial semi-state companies within its remit, Government departments, stakeholders, other 
commercial parties and advisors in carrying out its functions, including advising on the disposal 
or restructuring of State assets.  Due to the commercial sensitivities and confidential nature of 
the matters under discussion it would not be appropriate for me to provide further details on 
these meetings.

Tax Code

03/12/2013WRB0170051. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the legislative changes in place, 
or proposed, that will change the treatment for capital gains tax for joint tenants as opposed to 
tenants in common; the nature of this change; and if there is when this change will take place; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51294/13]

03/12/2013WRB01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Where property is owned under a joint 
tenancy each joint-tenant has an equal undivided share in the property, which passes automati-
cally on the death of one joint-tenant to the surviving joint-tenant(s).  Where property is owned 
under a tenancy-in-common, each tenant-in-common owns a proportionate share in the prop-
erty. On the death of a tenant-in-common, his or her share in the property does not pass auto-
matically to any other tenant-in-common but rather forms part of the deceased’s estate.  

Capital gains tax legislation contains no specific provisions in relation to tenants-in-com-
mon or joint-tenants.  The legislation follows the general law in relation to the ownership of 
property and applies capital gains tax, where a chargeable gain arises on a disposal, on each 
tenant-in-common or joint-tenant according to the share of each one in the property.   

A joint-tenancy can be severed and replaced by an arrangement in which the former joint-
tenants become tenants-in-common.  Where a number of properties are held under tenancies-in-
common, these can be partitioned and replaced by an arrangement in which each of the former 
tenants-in-common becomes the full owner of some of the properties.  Each of the parties con-
cerned in such arrangements is disposing of a lesser interest in part of the properties concerned 
and is acquiring a full interest in a number of the properties.  The normal capital gains tax rules 
in relation to part-disposals apply in this situation.

Where the owner of property transfers it to joint-tenants there is a disposal of the whole 
property to the joint tenants collectively even where the original owner becomes a joint-tenant 
following the transfer.  Any chargeable gain arising on such transfer is subject to capital gains 
tax in the normal way.

The treatment applied to the disponer of, or of an interest in, property is the same whether a 
tenant-in-common or a joint-tenant.  Whatever interest is disposed of is subject to capital gains 
tax, if a chargeable gain arises on the disposal, and there are no proposals to change this. 

Revenue Commissioners Resources

03/12/2013WRB0190052. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide members 
with a dedicated line to contact the Revenue Commissioners to make representations on behalf 
of their constituents; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51298/13]

03/12/2013WRB02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they already have a dedicated phone service in place for Oireachtas members (01- 
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674 8102) who have any tax related queries.  In addition, the Revenue Commissioners operate 
a large number of contact channels, including low cost phone numbers (1890) for some of their 
most popular services, as well as numerous electronic mailboxes for those who wish to commu-
nicate by e-mail.  While these services are provided for Revenue customers, they are of course 
also available for use by Oireachtas members.  All contact details can be found on the Revenue 
website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/contact/index.html.

03/12/2013WRB02050VAT Rate Application

03/12/2013WRB0210053. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider introducing 
an amendment to the VAT regulations to abolish VAT on defibrillators, their accessories and as-
sociated training; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51308/13]

03/12/2013WRB02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
constrained by the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply.  De-
fibrillators, other than implantable defibrillators, are liable to VAT at the standard rate of 23%.  
Parts or accessories and training are also liable to VAT at the standard rate.  However, training 
provided in a work setting, for example for the purposes of health and safety in a company or 
for medical persons who require such training for their profession, would qualify as exempt vo-
cational training for VAT purposes.  There is no provision in the EU VAT Directive that would 
make it possible to exempt from VAT or apply a zero rate to the supply of defibrillators.  Under 
the VAT (Refund of Tax) (No.15) Order, 1981 it is possible for individuals to obtain repayment 
of VAT expended on certain goods and appliances which assist persons with a disability to over-
come that disability.  In this context, a defibrillator purchased by or on behalf of an individual 
may qualify for a VAT refund.  However, a defibrillator purchased for general use by a sports 
body or charity would not qualify for such a refund. 

Financial Services Regulation

03/12/2013WRB0230054. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has confidence in the Gov-
ernor of the Central Bank of Ireland’s ability to ensure that Irish-regulated banks are adequately 
providing for loan losses in their books of account.  [51325/13]

03/12/2013WRB0240055. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to statements made by the former chairman of the International Accounting Standards Board 
(details supplied), who criticised the Governor of the Central Bank at a British House of Com-
mons parliamentary commission on banking standards in January 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51326/13]

03/12/2013WRB02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 54 and 
55 together. 

Ensuring that Irish regulated banks are adequately providing for loan losses in their books 
of account is the responsibility of the Governor of the Central Bank and I have full confidence 
in his ability to fulfil that role.

As regards the comments attributed to the debate in the House of Commons Parliamentary 
Commission, and referred to by the Deputy, I would like to outline the position as it applies in 
Ireland.

In the first instance, the individual Board of each Bank is responsible for ensuring that there 
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is adequate provisioning in their respective institution.  This process is carried out in conjunc-
tion with the individual bank auditors, and the Central Bank, in its capacity as regulator, has an 
oversight function in relation to this process.  AIB, Bank of Ireland and PTSB have been subject 
to a PCAR in 2011 and the recently completed Asset Quality Review which has again reviewed 
the adequacy of the bank provisions. 

The Central Bank of Ireland continually monitors the financial position of the Covered 
Banks including through reviews such as PCAR and the wider Financial Measures Programme.  
The banks will also be subject to the ECB’s Comprehensive Assessment which is ongoing and 
will conclude in late 2014.  The Central Bank has also produced a paper which sets out the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland’s best practice guidelines regarding the policies, procedures and disclosures 
which the State supported covered institutions should adopt for loans and receivables financial 
assets that are subject to impairment review in accordance with the requirements of Internation-
al Accounting Standard 39, Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement (“IAS 39”).

Financial Services Sector

03/12/2013WRB0260056. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on the recent an-
nouncement by KBC Ireland that it expects to provide up to €775 million for loan losses in the 
fourth quarter of 2013, bringing its total 2013 provision for loan losses to €1.1 billion compared 
with €525m in 2010, €510 million in 2011 and €547 million in 2012.  [51327/13]

03/12/2013WRB02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): KBC released their third quarter finan-
cial performance statement and report on 14 November.  In this report, KBC stated that, in light 
of a paper by the European Banking Association on forbearance and non-performing loans as 
well as the upcoming asset quality review in 2014, they are reassessing their Irish loan book and 
expect to add additional provisions due to the reclassification of €2 billion worth of restructured 
mortgage loans.  They are also increasing provisions in the corporate loan book because of the 
slow recovery of the SME sector in Ireland.  The expected impairment charge in Ireland is now 
up to 775 million euros in the fourth quarter of this year. 

Their guidance for loan loss provisions in Ireland is 150 to 200 million euros for 2014 and 
50 to 100 million euros for each of 2015 and 2016.

I think that it is important to bear in mind that the increased expected impairment charge is 
as a result of a reassessment of the KBC loan book and therefore the total for 2013 is not di-
rectly comparable to previous years.  Obviously such a large impairment charge is not welcome 
but it is necessary that the bank recognises and provides for likely losses. 

Financial Services Regulation

03/12/2013WRB0280057. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the total funds available to the 
Central Bank of Ireland in its deposit guarantee scheme to compensate potential claims by de-
positors of failed banks.  [51330/13]

03/12/2013WRB02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Financial Services (Deposit Guar-
antee Scheme) Act 2009 provides for the operation of the Deposit Protection Account (DPA).  
Credit Institutions are required to maintain a balance in the DPA equivalent to 0.2% of their 
total deposits (subject to a minimum of €50,000 for each bank or building society).  The Central 
Bank of Ireland is responsible for the operation of the Deposit Protection (Guarantee) Scheme 
(DGS).  I am advised by the Central Bank that the current balance in the DPA is €369 million.
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In the event of a credit institution being unable to repay deposits, the Central Bank is authorized 
to make compensation payments to eligible depositors to a maximum of €100,000 per eligible 
depositor per institution.  The cost of compensation payments is charged against the balance in 
the DPA. 

In the event that the cost of compensation exceeds the balances in the DPA, the 2009 Act 
provides for the Central Bank to be reimbursed from the Central Fund within 3 months, subject 
to the approval of the Minister for Finance.  Subsequently, credit institutions would be required 
to replenish the DPA and to repay the Minister for amounts advanced to cover the immediate 
cost of compensation.  The Minister is authorized to specify the period for repayments and the 
interest rate chargeable.

Financial Services Regulation

03/12/2013WRB0300058. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail when the 
capital requirements directive IV will be transposed into Irish law; if he will detail if in the 
transposition of this directive into Irish law there is scope for credit unions not to be reclassified 
as non-banking financial institutions under the directive or the capital requirements regulation; 
his views that credit unions here should have their deposits classified as retail deposits in banks 
as has always been the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51336/13]

03/12/2013WRB03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The CRD IV legislative package is 
made up of the Capital Requirements Directive - 2013/36/EU and the Capital Requirements 
Regulation 575/2013.  The Capital Requirements Directive will be transposed into Irish law by 
31 December 2013.  The Capital Requirements Regulation is directly effective in Irish law and 
will come into force on 1 January 2014.  CRD IV is the EU implementation of the agreements 
reached by the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision (i.e. the Basel III requirements), 
which have been endorsed by the G20 leaders.  Credit unions are excluded from the scope of 
the CRD IV legislation in accordance with Article 2(5)(8) of Directive 2013/36/EU. 

Credit union deposits held at credit institutions do not meet the definition of retail deposits 
as outlined in Article 411(2) of Regulation 575/20131.  As the Directive and Regulation were 
agreed and published in the Official Journal of the EU earlier this year, the classification of 
credit union deposits in this regulation cannot be reviewed at this stage.

Footnote:

1. Article 411(2) of Regulation 575/2013 - (2) ‘retail deposit’ means a liability to a natural 
person or to an SME, where the natural person or the SME would qualify for the retail exposure 
class under the Standardised or IRB approaches for credit risk, or a liability to a company which 
is eligible for the treatment set out in Article 153(4) and where the aggregate deposits by all 
such enterprises on a group basis do not exceed EUR 1 million.   

03/12/2013WRC00150Pensions Levy

03/12/2013WRC0020059. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance the situation affecting existing 
employees of Permanent TSB whose insolvent fund was wound up in May last, but who now 
find themselves part of a defined contribution scheme as a result of bank efforts to reduce its 
cost by 8% as requested by him, and consequently find their greatly depleted funds are liable 
for the pension levy, though the fund itself still has all the liabilities of a defined benefit pension 
for existing retirees; if he will consider an exemption for those nearing retirement in view of the 
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fact that they meet two of the three requirements for exemption to the tax under the Protection 
of Employees Employment Insolvency Act 1984. [51339/13]

03/12/2013WRC00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I announced in my Budget 2014 speech 
that the 0.6% Pension Fund Levy introduced to fund the Jobs Initiative in 2011 will be abol-
ished from the 31st of December 2014. I will however, introduce an additional levy on pension 
funds at 0.15% to, among other things, continue to help fund the Jobs Initiative. The additional 
levy, within the existing legal framework, will apply to pension fund assets in 2014 and 2015.    
The chargeable persons for the pension fund levy are the trustees or other persons (includ-
ing insurance companies) with responsibility for the management of the assets of the pension 
schemes or plans. 

There are two exceptions to the requirement to pay the levy provided for in the governing 
legislation (section 125B of the Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999). 

The first exception provides that the levy will not apply to the assets of occupational pension 
schemes in respect of employees whose employment is, or was, wholly exercised outside the 
State. In other words, the levy does not apply to the extent that a pension scheme is intended to 
provide retirement benefits outside the State. 

The second exception provides that the levy will not apply where the trustees of a scheme 
have passed a resolution to wind-up the scheme and where the business in respect of which the 
scheme was established is insolvent in accordance with the Protection of Employees (Employ-
ers’ Insolvency) Act 1984.

The fact that there are very limited situations where the levy does not have to be paid ex-
plains, in part at least, why it was possible to introduce it at a relatively low rate of 0.6% in the 
first place and to keep the rate of the additional levy as low as 0.15%. Making an exception for 
the Permanent TSB scheme, notwithstanding that it clearly does not meet all of the existing 
qualifying conditions for exception, will inevitably give rise to demands for exceptions to be 
granted in other situations that would be viewed by those seeking them as being equally deserv-
ing.  The inevitable result of this course of action would be a narrowing of the levy base which 
would result in a greater imposition on the non-exempt schemes and I am not prepared to go 
down that road.

03/12/2013WRC00350Tax Yield

03/12/2013WRC0040060. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will verify the accuracy of cor-
respondence (details supplied) relating to income tax yield.  [51353/13]

03/12/2013WRC00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that, on the basis of the incomes table supplied, the conclusions referred to by the 
Deputy are arithmetically correct. The table contains a distribution of incomes and income tax 
by reference to ranges of income for the income tax year 2013 which was provided in my reply 
of 30 April 2013 to Parliamentary Question Number 151 (Reference number 19815/13).  The 
figures were provisional estimates from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using actual data 
for the year 2010 adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. 

The Deputy may be interested to know that the figures in question have since been revised 
on the basis of actual data for the year 2011 and are set out in the following table. 

As regards the question of the average rate of  income tax on  the highest incomes being 
lower than the average rate of tax on somewhat lower incomes I should point out that “gross 
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income”, the basis on which these average tax rates are calculated, is not the basis on which the 
charge to income tax is applied.  In arriving at taxable income the figure for gross income must 
be reduced by various deductions and reductions which are legitimately allowable for income 
tax such as deductions for capital allowances, interest paid, losses, allowable expenses and re-
tirement annuities. 

An examination of the historical data for 2011, the latest available, indicates that the aggre-
gated claims for such deductions by income earners with incomes in excess of one million were 
almost 4 % of gross income higher   than the corresponding proportion that applied to income 
earners with incomes between €500,000 and one million. This means that  the proportion of 
gross income of  income earners with incomes in excess of one million that was legitimately 
available for taxation was 4% less than was the case in respect of income earners with incomes 
between €500,000 and one million.

All Income earners for Income Tax Year 2013 (provisional)

Gross Income 
Range 
€

Gross Income 
€

Numbers Income Tax
€

Average 
Income
€

Average 
Tax
€

Tas as % of 
Income

10,000 or less 1,701,125,991 386,113 413,033 4,406 1 0.0%
10,001 – 
20,000

5,991,247,957 394,547 40,310,708 15,185 102 0.7%

20,001 – 
30,000

9,894,189,836 398,715 376,689,221 24,815 945 3.8%

30,001 – 
40,000

10,526,536,676 302,643 761,371,741 34,782 2,516 7.2%

40,001 – 
50,000

9,188,240,949 205,698 1,014,747,279 44,669 5,064 11.3%

50,001 – 
60,000

7,439,955,833 136,170 1,058,209,385 54,637 7,771 14.2%

60,001 – 
70,000

6,111,257,479 94,391 968,351,805 64,744 10,259 15.8%

70,001 – 
80,000

4,885,203,793 65,408 858,055,522 74,688 13,119 17.6%

80,001 – 
90,000

3,791,883,977 44,761 726,494,017 84,714 16,231 19.2%

90,001 – 
100,000

2,974,203,171 31,396 611,283,510 94,732 19,470 20.6%

100,001 – 
125,000

5,083,135,796 45,853 1,140,444,989 110,857 24,872 22.4%

125,001 – 
150,000

2,866,266,063 21,073 701,259,789 136,016 33,278 24.5%

150,001 – 
175,000

1,871,791,838 11,601 482,446,104 161,347 41,587 25.8%

175,001 – 
200,000

1,295,536,585 6,944 344,645,246 186,569 49,632 26.6%

200,001 – 
250,000

1,714,547,953 7,718 469,551,354 222,149 60,383 27.4%

250,001 – 
300,000

1,155,249,712 4,327 324,876,900 272,657 76,676 28.1%

300,001 -  
350,000

815,682,198 2,530 235,605,616 322,404 93,125 28.9%

350,001 – 
400,000

591,932,771 1,585 171,761,138 373,459 108,369 29.0%
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Gross Income 
Range 
€

Gross Income 
€

Numbers Income Tax
€

Average 
Income
€

Average 
Tax
€

Tas as % of 
Income

400,001 – 
450,000

436,035,890 1,028 132,133,368 424,159 128,534 30.3%

450,001 – 
500,000

352,328,419 743 107,279,137 474,197 144,386 30.4%

500,001 – 
750,000

1,157,652,860 1,927 350,608,421 600,754 181,945 30.3%

750,001 – 
1,000,000

554,709,996 648 165,893,488 856,034 256,008 29.3%

1,000,001 – 
2,000,000

733,261,467 549 214,029,105 1,335,631 389,853 29.2%

Over 
2,000,000

527,352,863 130 150,954,072 4,056,560 1,161,185 28.6%

Overall Total 81,659,329,617 2,166,411 11,434,414,947 37,693 5,278 14.0%

It should be noted that the income ranges shown in the above table relate to Gross Income 
as defined in Revenue Statistical Report 2011.

The figures are estimates from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using actual data for the 
year 2011 adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. Therefore 
these are therefore provisional and likely to be revised.

It should also be noted that a married couple who has elected or has been deemed to have 
elected for joint assessment is counted as one tax unit.

03/12/2013WRC00550Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRC0060061. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the number of officials in his 
Department that receive the cost of club membership fees, including sports clubs and profes-
sional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the total cost per year to his Department 
of paying these fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51366/13]

03/12/2013WRC00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In my Department, no official has re-
ceived the cost of club membership fees as part of their contract of employment.

03/12/2013WRC00750Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRC0080062. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if his Department pays for 
any of its employees to receive third-level qualifications; if so, the annual cost for each of the 
past five years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a result of receiving this quali-
fication; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51380/13]

03/12/2013WRC00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department of Finance continues 
to invest in staff development in order to supplement the skills and qualifications of our teams 
through a combination of internal and external training and development initiatives.   Under the 
revised Statement of Strategy 2011-2014, the Department aims to improve training in order to 
develop greater technical, management and leadership skills. Using the performance manage-
ment and development system (PMDS), the Department will review our staff’s performance, 
and identify any skills requiring enhancement to ensure our training resources are used most 
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effectively. The Department also undertook a comprehensive Training Needs Analysis (TNA) 
survey in late 2012 which has also assisted in identifying the training and development needs 
of staff within the Department. 

The following is a list of all third level courses, training programmes and courses and ac-
companying cost for the 2012/2013 academic year provided for employees by the Department 
of Finance. Please note some of the academic courses are still on-going.

Course Title Cost €
Associate of the Irish Taxation Chartered Tax Advisor 
Programme

1,748.50

Associate of the Irish Taxation Chartered Tax Advisor 
Programme

1,963.50

Bachelor of Arts Degree 2,900.00
Certificate in Safety & Health in Work 2,295.00
Certified Project Management Diploma 2,250.00
Change Management Certification 2,900.00
Chartered Tax Advisor Programme - Part One 1,248.50
Chartered Tax Advisor Programme - Part One 1,130.50
M.Sc in Economics 7,449.00
M.Sc in Investment, Treasury & Banking - DCU 7,597.00
Master of Economic Science in Policy Analysis 7,900.00
Master of Economic Science in Policy Analysis 2,500.00
Master of Economic Science in Policy Analysis 2,500.00
Professional Accountancy Examinations 1,600.00
Total: 44,382.00 

My Department is not in a position to provide details of refund of fees for years previous to 
2012/2013 at this time and will revert to the Deputy directly in due course. No employee will 
receive a financial bonus as a result of receiving those qualifications. 

03/12/2013WRC00950Property Taxation Administration

03/12/2013WRC0100063. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Finance the way a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo can pay their local property tax liability in view of the fact that they have 
never received any correspondence from the Revenue Commissioners for the 2013 liability or 
the 2014 liability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51434/13]

03/12/2013WRC01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a key 
aspect of the work undertaken in connection with the administration of Local Property Tax 
(LPT) was the development of a register of residential properties in the State.  The process 
involved consolidating property address data, which was extracted from various Government 
and non-Government sources, in respect of almost two million records.  In some instances the 
data matching was complicated by different variations in addresses and names held by the dif-
ferent agencies. In some instances, particularly in rural locations, the prevalence of non-unique 
addresses complicated the automatic upload of data to the Property Register. These relatively 
small number of cases required manual intervention to match the property to the correct owner.  
In this, I am advised that the person in question was not correctly linked to his property at the 
time of the 2013 LPT general issue.  The required linkage did not take place because the per-
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son’s PPS number was not active on Revenue’s computer system at that time.  As a consequence 
no correspondence issued to the person in regard to his LPT obligations.

Revenue has confirmed that the person’s daughter did file the 2013 Return through the on-
line system and paid the tax due on his behalf. However, while the Return and payment were 
correctly recorded, the person’s PPS number did not transfer across to the Property Register and 
again as a consequence no output issued to him for 2014. 

Revenue has assured me that the person’s details are now correctly linked on the Property 
Register and his records are fully up to date, in regard to both 2013 and 2014.

03/12/2013WRC01150Property Taxation Collection

03/12/2013WRC0120064. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Finance if it is possible for the remaining 
persons still on deserted wife’s benefit or allowance to be considered eligible to pay the local 
property tax like other recipients of long-term social welfare payments from said payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51442/13]

03/12/2013WRC01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Part 10 of the Finance (Local Property 
Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides for payment of the Local Property Tax (LPT) by de-
duction at source from certain payments made by the Department of Social Protection.  I am 
advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the legislative provisions concerning deduction 
of LPT from certain Department of Social Protection payments were drafted in consultation 
with that Department. The Commissioners have confirmed that LPT can only be deducted from 
the State Pension (Contributory and Non-Contributory), Widow/Widower’s or Surviving Civil 
Partner’s Contributory and Non-Contributory Pension, State Pension (Transition), One-Parent 
Family payment, Invalidity Pension, Carer’s Allowance, Disability Allowance and Blind Pen-
sion.  It is therefore not possible to facilitate the deduction requested by the Deputy.  

I am advised by my colleague the Minister for Social Protection that Deserted Wife’s Al-
lowance and Deserted Wife’s Benefit are social welfare payments made to women who were 
deserted by their husbands.  These schemes closed to new applications in January, 1997 when 
the One-Parent Family payment was introduced.  I am also advised by Minister for Social Pro-
tection that given the relatively small numbers of customers involved and the complexity of the 
amendments to the social welfare legislation which would be required to implement deduction 
at source of LPT from these closed schemes, such amendments are not justified in the context 
of social welfare legislation.

The Revenue Commissioners further advise that property owners can choose from a wide 
range of options for paying the tax and information on these options is available on their web-
site or by calling the LPT helpline on 1890 200 255.  As the e-filing deadline for 2014 has now 
passed, property owners are advised to submit their Payment Instruction for 2014 to Revenue 
as soon as possible either by accessing their LPT record online or by calling the LPT helpline. 

03/12/2013WRC01350Credit Unions Regulation

03/12/2013WRC0140065. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance the total number of staff 
in the Central Bank who are responsible for overseeing credit unions that have been paid em-
ployees of credit unions or volunteers in credit unions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51450/13]
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03/12/2013WRC01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that it does not store the specific information requested by the Deputy. However, I have 
been informed that staff employed in the Registry of Credit Unions, which is responsible for 
overseeing credit unions, have a range of backgrounds including accounting, economics, legal 
and compliance. The Registry of Credit Unions ensures on appointment, that all staff are suit-
ably qualified for their role.  Under section 15(10) of the Credit Union and Co-Operation with 
Overseas Regulators Act 2012, which is due to commence in March 2014, an officer* or other 
member of the Central Bank who is involved in the regulation of credit unions is not eligible to 
become a director of a credit union. 

* Within the meaning of section 2 of the Central Bank Act 1942    

03/12/2013WRC01550Credit Unions Regulation

03/12/2013WRC0160066. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the title 
of the person in the Central Bank who has ultimate responsibility for oversight and imposing 
restrictions on lending within credit unions; the level at which staff in the Central Bank have 
the authority to make decisions regarding lending restrictions; if he will provide the criteria as-
sessed to determine specific lending restrictions that may be imposed on certain credit unions 
but not others; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51451/13]

03/12/2013WRC01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The imposition of lending restrictions 
is the responsibility of the Registrar of Credit Unions - RCU - who is the independent regulator 
for credit unions at the Central Bank. Within her independent regulatory discretion, the Reg-
istrar acts to support the prudential soundness of individual credit unions, to maintain sector 
stability and to protect the savings of credit union members.  I have been informed that it has 
been necessary to put lending restrictions in place in credit unions where there are regulatory 
concerns about the operation of these individual credit unions and the resultant risk to members’ 
savings.

The criteria assessed to determine the imposition of lending restrictions includes, but is not 
limited to the following:

-  Prudential returns which are unaudited returns, submitted to the RCU;

-  Financial ratios which cover level of arrears and provision coverage; and

-  The governance framework within the credit union.

Decisions on regulatory restrictions which are imposed in the form of directions under the 
Act are made by the Registrar.  Other regulatory restrictions may be imposed as part of on-
going supervisory engagement.  These may be dealt with by the Registrar, but they may also be 
dealt with by a member of the management team, depending on the issue.

Credit union lending restrictions currently in place are reviewed on a regular basis to de-
termine whether they are still set at appropriate levels. Lending restrictions are typically given 
effect by regulatory directions.  As from 1 August 2013 regulatory directions are appealable to 
the Irish Financial Services Appeals Tribunal - IFSAT.

Overall in the current environment, in relation to lending, all credit unions are required to 
ensure that they apply enhanced scrutiny to all new loan applications and that all applications 
are fully assessed to determine the borrower’s ability to repay.  Credit unions are also required 
to ensure that they put in place clear limits on the total funds available for granting loans, bear-
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ing in mind the need to ensure that a credit union maintains adequate levels of liquidity to sup-
port its operations.

03/12/2013WRC01750Tax Collection

03/12/2013WRC0180067. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare is being deducted the proper taxation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51482/13]

03/12/2013WRC01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that they are of the view that the correct amount of tax is being deducted from 
the person concerned. Records indicate that the spouse of the person concerned is in receipt of 
taxable income from the Department of Social Protection. The tax credit has been reduced to 
take account of this taxable income.

03/12/2013WRC01950Property Taxation Application

03/12/2013WRC0200068. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person 
(details supplied) is responsible for the property tax on a house for 2014 even though it will not 
be their property for any period within that year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51498/13]

03/12/2013WRC02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Insufficient detail has been provided to 
enable me to comment on the specific case but the following general information is relevant.  
In accordance with the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended), liability for Local 
Property Tax (LPT) will arise where a person owns a residential property on the liability date, 
which was 1 May 2013 for 2013 and for subsequent years is 1 November in the preceding year.  
Where a liable person sells their residential property between 2 November 2013 and 31 Decem-
ber 2013, provided that they owned the property on 1 November 2013, they will be liable to pay 
LPT on that property for 2014.  

The 1 November liability date has been the subject of a number of previous Parliamentary 
Questions.  In reply to Questions Nos. 221 (49518/13) and 223 (49556/13) on 19 November 
2013 I stated that having a liability date before the year commences is preferable as there is cer-
tainty about who the liable person is for the coming year, that person has a reasonable amount 
of time to make the necessary provisions and they have access to the widest possible range of 
options for paying the tax.  

For a tax such as LPT to function properly, legislation must specify a liability date for the 
tax to have application for a particular year.  Whatever date is prescribed, the question of li-
ability when there is a change of ownership has to be managed and I expect the LPT liability is 
likely to be factored in during negotiations between the parties on the sale price and the closing 
date of a particular contract.  

An individual selling a property will often be purchasing another property at around the 
same time.  While a vendor who owns a property on 1 November 2013 is liable for the 2014 
LPT on that property, if they do not purchase another property before 1 November 2013 they 
will not be liable for the 2014 LPT on that “replacement” property - whoever is the owner as of 
1 November 2013 will be liable.

Detailed guidance on LPT issues arising in the context of the sale or transfer of a residential 
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property was prepared by the Revenue Commissioners in consultation with the Law Society 
and is available since last August on the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/
sale-transfer-property.html and on the Law Society’s website.

03/12/2013WRC02150Property Taxation Administration

03/12/2013WRC0220069. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason it is a premium rate 
number for persons ringing regarding queries on their property tax; and the reason persons with 
more than one property are being discriminated against when it comes to paying their tax as 
they can only pay it online. [51552/13]

03/12/2013WRC02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the Local Property Tax (LPT) helpline 1890 200 255 number is a low cost phone 
service and is not a premium rate number.  The charge for this service is based on local rates and 
the cost of the call is shared between the calling party and the called party.  The Commissioners 
use 1890 “LoCall” numbers for some of their most popular services including their helpline for 
PAYE taxpayers.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that it is not possible to advise 
on the cost to a person of phoning the Local Property Tax 1890 telephone helpline.  The price 
is dependent on the individual’s phone network as well as the type of ‘phone package’ that the 
individual has with his/her operator.  Some operators operate on a price per call basis while oth-
ers charge per minute.  The requirement for owners of multiple properties to file and pay LPT 
Returns electronically is contained in the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended).  
The Commissioners have confirmed that a significant number of multiple property owners are 
already obliged, by virtue of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, to pay and file electronically 
other tax returns they complete and this is in keeping with Revenue’s strategic objective to 
encourage the use of electronic channels.  It is also in line with the Government’s e-agenda for 
service delivery.

Revenue’s on-line system for filing and paying LPT is secure, user friendly and easily ac-
cessible on the Revenue website.  From the taxpayer’s perspective, using the on-line system is 
the quickest and most straightforward way to file Returns and pay the tax, particularly so where 
there are multiple properties involved, as the system automatically calculates the LPT due for 
the individual properties and makes it easy to select a payment method from the wide range of 
options available.  In addition, property owners who use the on-line system also benefit from 
a three-week extended filing deadline.  Providing an extension to filing deadlines is common 
practice when a taxpayer uses Revenue’s online services to meet his/her obligations.  

Section 36 of the Act allows a property owner to nominate another person, such as a relative, 
to file and pay on-line on their behalf.  Furthermore, owners can call the LPT Helpline 1890 200 
255, where there is a dedicated service whereby the return may be filed on-line on their behalf.  
This particular service has been extensively used by owners of more than one property. 

03/12/2013WRC02350Tax Yield

03/12/2013WRC0240070. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer if the €2.50 
levy on debit cards was abolished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51565/13]

03/12/2013WRC02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that Stamp Duty is charged at €2.50 per year per debit only card, €2.50 per year per 
ATM only card and €5 per combined (ATM and debit) card.  In 2012, the yield from Stamp 
Duty on debit only cards was c. €30,000, the duty on ATM only cards yielded €1m, while the 
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duty on combined ATM and debit cards yielded €15.51m.  These amounts would be the ap-
proximate costs of abolishing the duty on such cards.  The Deputy may be aware that no Stamp 
Duty is charged on ATM, debit or combined cards associated with “basic payment accounts”, 
which are available to individuals who were “financially excluded” for three years prior to 
opening such accounts.

03/12/2013WRC02550Tax Reliefs Availability

03/12/2013WRC0260071. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if his Department is 
willing to provide further relief and support for those who adopt children here, in view of the 
low rate of adoption of Irish-born children at the moment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51586/13]

03/12/2013WRC02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, there is a suite 
of measures currently in place to support parents with young families. I have no plans to intro-
duce any further tax reliefs for those who adopt children. As adoption legislation is a matter for 
the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, the Deputy may wish to direct his questions to that 
Minister.

03/12/2013WRC02750Property Taxation Administration

03/12/2013WRC0280072. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the reason a local property tax 
letter was not issued to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9; if same will be arranged; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51604/13]

03/12/2013WRC02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a key 
aspect of the work undertaken in connection with the administration of Local Property Tax 
(LPT) was the development of a register of residential properties in the State.  The process in-
volved consolidating property address data, which was extracted from various Government and 
non-Government sources, in respect of almost two million records.  In some instances the data 
matching was complicated by different variations in addresses and names held by the different 
agencies.  In some instances these variations resulted in either duplications on the Property Reg-
ister or people being incorrectly linked to properties for which they were not the liable person.

In regard to the case referred to by the Deputy, the 2013 LPT 1 Return issued to the address 
that Revenue previously used when corresponding with the person in question. The LPT 1 
Return was returned to Revenue by the current occupiers of this property but no alternative ad-
dress was supplied in respect of the person in question.  The person did subsequently fulfill her 
2013 LPT obligations through the online system but did so without using the correct property 
identification number.  This resulted in a ‘mis-match’ between the person in question and her 
new property, which resulted in the 2014 payment request notification not issuing. 

Revenue has confirmed to me that the person in question has now been correctly matched 
with her new property and her records are fully in order.  Revenue has also confirmed that it will 
make direct contact with the person in the coming days in this regard and also to offer her any 
assistance she might require in meeting her 2014 LPT obligations. 

03/12/2013WRC02950Tax Yield

03/12/2013WRC0300073. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance the estimated total annual in-
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come tax take in 2012 from public service employees; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51715/13]

03/12/2013WRC03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the in-
formation sought by the Deputy is not maintained in a format that easily facilitates extraction 
of the specific figures from the overall income tax take. However, on the basis of an estimated 
‘sectoral’ analysis of taxes collected annually, Revenue has calculated that the net income tax 
(inclusive of the Universal Social Charge) collected through the PAYE system from public sec-
tor employees in 2012 was of the order of €3.8 billion. 

03/12/2013WRD00200IBRC Expenditure

03/12/2013WRD0030074. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the total number of contracts 
and their total financial cost awarded to companies (details supplied) by the Irish Bank Resolu-
tion Corporation in each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 or whatever years 
practicable; if all the contracts were winning public tenders; and if he will provide a breakdown 
of the contracts by date, purpose and individual value. [51724/13]

03/12/2013WRD00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Special 
Liquidators of IBRC that they have been unable to obtain the information requested by the 
Deputy in the time available. I will write to the Deputy directly with the information as soon as 
it becomes available.

03/12/2013WRD00500Property Taxation Assessments

03/12/2013WRD0060075. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if there is any circumstance 
in which a home owner may have the valuation of his or her property altered (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51730/13]

03/12/2013WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how a residential property is to be valued for Local Property Tax 
(LPT) purposes.  LPT is a self-assessed tax so it is a matter for the property owner to calculate 
the tax due based on his or her assessment of the market value of the property as at 1 May 2013.  
For the purposes of LPT, values for properties under €1 million are organised into valuation 
bands, with an initial band of €0 to €100,000 and 18 bands of €50,000 width from €100,001 to 
€1 million.  As property owners were not required to provide a precise value for their property, 
it is anticipated that for the most part overpayments of LPT should not happen.  When complet-
ing their LPT Return earlier this year, it was expected that property owners would make their 
best endeavours to self-assess the value of their property at 1 May 2013 and the Revenue Com-
missioners provided guidance, including an online valuation guidance tool, to assist property 
owners in making their self-assessment.

I am also advised that the initial valuation of a property on 1 May 2013, assuming it was 
made in good faith, is valid up to and including 2016 and will not be affected by any increase or 
decrease in property prices or other changes, during this period.  Accordingly where the owner 
self-assessed the value of their residential property on 1 May 2013 and placed it in a particular 
valuation band but, due to a general decrease in property prices after that date, the property has 
sold for an amount less than the self-assessed amount, the owner would not be entitled to a re-
fund of tax.  In the same way, if the property had increased in value in that period, no additional 
LPT charge would apply.
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The Revenue Commissioners have confirmed that if the liable person has genuinely over-
paid the tax through an error or mistake concerning the property’s value as at 1 May 2013, then 
they should write to LPT Branch, Government Buildings, Ennis, Co. Clare, setting out fully 
the nature of the error or mistake and explaining the circumstances in which the overpayment 
arose.  They are required to provide any relevant documentation to support the basis for their 
self-assessed valuation at 1 May 2013 which may include professional valuations obtained at 
the time or house price surveys for the area.  They should also indicate whether they relied on 
Revenue’s online valuation guidance tool for the purposes of their self-assessment.

I am further advised by the Commissioners that once the relevant documentation is received 
LPT Branch will make direct contact with the person. Should it transpire that the person did in 
fact genuinely overpay the 2013 liability, on account of their error or mistake in self-assessing 
the valuation band at 1 May 2013 for their residential property, it will then be possible to offset 
some or all of the overpayment to the 2014 liability, if appropriate, or to make a repayment.

03/12/2013WRD00800Exchequer Returns

03/12/2013WRD0090076. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 47 of 21 November 2013, if he will detail in euro terms the total proceeds of all 
borrowings by the Exchequer lodged to the Exchequer account at the Central Bank of Ireland 
at the end of year in 2011, 2012 and end of October in 2013; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51732/13]

03/12/2013WRD01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Net Exchequer borrowing in 2011, 2012 
and to end-October 2013 is shown in the table below:

€ million 2011 2012 2013 (to end-October)
Net Borrowing1 27,046 21,050 13,408
Applied as follows:
- Exchequer Borrowing Require-
ment (EBR)

24,918 14,892 10,526

- Increase in Exchequer Deposits 
& Other Balances

2,128 6,158 2,883

Source: Finance Accounts 2012 and end-October 2013 Exchequer Statement

Rounding may affect totals

1.  The Deputy should note that the net borrowing figure for 2012 excludes the Government 
bonds issued to IBRC in respect of the 2012 Promissory Note instalment of €3,060 million due 
at end-March 2012. Similarly, the net borrowing figure for 2013 excludes the €25,034 million 
in Government bonds issued to the Central Bank of Ireland in February 2013 on the liquidation 
of IBRC.

03/12/2013WRD01100Living City Initiative

03/12/2013WRD0120077. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance the consultation that has 
taken place to date with Dublin City Council regarding areas of eligibility for the living city 
initiative; if he has any figures on the number of individual properties likely to be eligible in the 
Dublin City Council area if the living city initiative gets approval by the European Commis-
sion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51739/13]
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03/12/2013WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that I an-
nounced in my Budget Statement that the Living City Initiative, which was enacted in the 
Finance Act 2013, would be extended to now include the cities of Dublin, Cork, Galway and 
Kilkenny as well the original target cities of Limerick and Waterford. The inclusion of these 
four cities within the Initiative followed the results of a thorough independent ex ante cost ben-
efit analysis.  The Initiative will target certain areas of these six cities, particularly those areas 
which are most in need of regeneration. Those designated areas will be decided upon following 
consultations with the relevant local authorities and other Government agencies. These consul-
tations have not yet taken place but are expected to commence shortly. It is not yet possible to 
estimate the number of properties which might be eligible in any of the cities but I have made 
it clear that I do not see this as a wide-spread Initiative, as it is targeted at those areas which are 
most in need of attention.

The submission to the European Commission seeking State Aid approval will also be issued 
shortly.

03/12/2013WRD01400Departmental Functions

03/12/2013WRD0150078. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the 
split responsibilities between his Department and the Department of Social Protection on pen-
sions policy creates a disconcerted, divided and poor management structure for addressing an 
issue of enormous importance to the future liabilities of the State; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51762/13]

03/12/2013WRD01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset the Department of Social 
Protection has policy responsibility for the pensions system in Ireland from a social policy con-
text as well as determining the future direction of how this policy should unfold. This policy 
area includes pensions adequacy to ensure sufficient income in retirement, the sustainability 
of the pension system in the light of demographic and investment challenges, the modernity 
of pension systems and overall equity within the pension system.  The Department of Finance 
has responsibility for general insurance policy issues and in that regard negotiates and trans-
poses insurance directives the bulk of which underpin how insurance companies can conduct 
their business in Ireland and elsewhere from a prudential perspective. The Department is also 
responsible for developing and enacting domestic insurance legislation where appropriate e.g. 
the Insurance Act 2011.

Furthermore the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is responsible for pension’s 
policy in the public sector.

While the Department of Social Protection has the lead policy role, there is an integrated 
whole of Government approach taken towards the issue of Pensions Policy. A Cabinet Com-
mittee on Pensions which includes the Departments of Social Protection, Finance and Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform, as well as the Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation, 
meets regularly. Where overlaps in policy responsibility exist the Government Departments 
concerned engage closely to ensure the continued coherency and relevance of public policy.  
This includes the National Pensions Framework in 2010 and the recent OECD ‘Review of Irish 
Pensions System’.

03/12/2013WRD01700International Bodies Membership

03/12/2013WRD0180079. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance the person who is the Irish 
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representative on the European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51763/13]

03/12/2013WRD01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): EIOPA (European Insurance and Oc-
cupational Pensions Authority) was established by the EIOPA Regulation on 1 January 2011. It 
is part of the European System of Financial Supervision and is an independent advisory body 
to the European Parliament, the Council of European Union and the European Commission.  
EIOPA’s core responsibilities are to support the stability of the financial system and the trans-
parency of markets and financial products as well as the protection of insurance policyholders, 
pension scheme members and beneficiaries.

The Central Bank has informed me that there are two Irish representatives on the Board of 
Supervisors for EIOPA;

- Mr. Cyril Roux, Deputy Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland, who was appointed on 
October 2nd 2013. Mr. Mark Burke, head of the Life Insurance Division of the Central Bank, is 
the alternate representative; and,

- Mr. Brendan Kennedy, Chief Executive Officer of the Pension Board, who was appointed 
to the board on 1st January 2011. Mr. Pat O’Sullivan, head of funding and actuarial division of 
the pensions Board, is the alternative representative.

03/12/2013WRD02000Public Sector Pensions

03/12/2013WRD0210080. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
provision in the Finance Bill 2012 which allows early access to pensions for certain public 
servants; if he will list the categories of public servants to which this applies (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51764/13]

03/12/2013WRD02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I take it that the Deputy is referring to 
the encashment option provided for by section 787TA of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 
which was inserted into that Act by section 18(7)(b) of the Finance Act 2012. In that regard, I 
would like to clarify that the encashment option confers no rights on public servants to early 
access to pension benefits.  The encashment option operates in the context of the Standard 
Fund Threshold (SFT) regime, which places a life-time limit on an individual’s tax–relieved 
pension benefits. The SFT regime is designed to discourage over-funding of pension savings 
by such means. It addresses the problem of pension overfunding and excessive pension accrual 
by imposing a penal tax charge on the value of retirement benefits above set limits when they 
are drawn down. In this way, it acts to deter the building up of large pension funds in the first 
place or unwinds the tax advantage of such overfunding by clawing back, through the penal 
tax charge, the tax relief granted. Among other changes to the SFT regime being introduced by 
Finance (No.2) Bill 2013, is a reduction in the value of the life-time limit from its current level 
of €2.3 million to €2 million, with effect from 1 January 2014.

The encashment option was introduced to deal with particular difficulties that individuals 
with both private and public service pension arrangements would otherwise face from the op-
eration of the SFT regime.  An individual in the private sector is generally able to prevent or 
minimise any breaching of the SFT, or a Personal Fund Threshold (PFT), if he or she has one, 
by ceasing to contribute to, or accrue benefits under, a pension scheme. However, affected indi-
viduals in the public service have no control over their accrual of public service pension entitle-
ments and, as a result, significant chargeable excesses could arise on the public service pension 
entitlement at retirement in certain circumstances. This is the case where such individuals have 
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built up substantial private sector pension savings before taking up a public service career.

Because the SFT regime operates by aggregating the capital value of pension benefits taken 
over time, where such private sector benefits are drawn down first their capital value would 
aggregate with the capital value of the public service pension rights when subsequently drawn 
down, resulting in, as mentioned, very significant chargeable excesses and penal tax charges on 
the public service pension which the affected individual would be powerless to abate.

Concerns were expressed that this could have a significant disincentive effect for some 
people to remain in the public service or hinder the future recruitment into the public service of 
exceptionally well-qualified people from the private sector.

To deal with this, I introduced a once–off opportunity for individuals who meet the qualify-
ing conditions, to encash their private sector pension rights, in whole or in part, from age 60, 
with a view to preventing or minimising the chargeable excess that would otherwise arise when 
the public service pension crystallises. The private sector pension rights concerned would in-
variably be personal pensions which would be accessible from age 60 in any event (so there is 
no issue of early access). The exercise of the option attracts tax at the point of encashment on 
the full value of the rights at a ring-fenced rate of 41% plus USC of 4%. This is aimed at broadly 
neutralising the tax relief that such individuals enjoyed when building up their private pension 
funds. No tax-free lump sum is available from the pension scheme where the encashment op-
tion is exercised and it is the pension scheme administrator who is primarily responsible for 
deducting and remitting the “encashment tax” to Revenue.

The qualifying conditions can be summarised as follows. Firstly, the individual must, on 8 
February 2012 (the date of publication of the 2012 Finance Bill), be a “relevant individual”, 
meaning that he or she must;

- Be a member of both a private sector and public service pension scheme, or

- Be a member of a public service pension scheme and have drawn down their private sector 
pensions in the period 7 December 2005 to 7 February 2012, or

- Be a member of a private sector scheme on, or after, 7 February 2012 and subsequently 
become a member of a public service scheme, and

- Remain an active member of the public service scheme until their retirement date.

Secondly, the combined capital value of the pension scheme savings, both private and pub-
lic, must be likely to exceed the SFT, or the individuals PFT, if they have one, in circumstances 
where the intention is that the public service pension benefits will be crystallised or drawn 
down last (i.e. after all the private sector pensions benefits have been drawn down). It is this se-
quence of cashing in the private sector benefits first that would place the individual in a position 
whereby a chargeable excess would fall mostly, or entirely, on the public service pension. In 
extreme situations, where an individual, on taking up a pensionable post in the public service, 
had already built up private sector pension savings equal to the SFT, or the individual’s PFT, 
every euro of public service pension accrued would be subject to chargeable excess tax of 41% 
in addition to the tax on the pension at the individual’s marginal rate when paid out.

It is important to note, that in no case can the exercise of the encashment option reduce the 
chargeable excess tax due on an individual’s public service pension benefits if the capital value 
of those benefits on their own exceeds the SFT or the individual’s PFT.

The option came into effect from 8 February 2012 (the date of publication of Finance Bill 
2012) with transitional arrangements for affected individuals who may have drawn down their 
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private sector pensions before that date but remained members of a public service scheme on 
or after that date.

03/12/2013WRD02300Tax Credits

03/12/2013WRD0240081. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if any consideration has 
been given to developing a tax credit in the future for drawdowns from pensions that have been 
subjected to a levy since 2011 and beyond; his views on whether such a credit would offset the 
disincentive to save caused by the taxation of pensions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51777/13]

03/12/2013WRD02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
the stamp duty levy that applies to the assets of funded pension schemes and plans approved by 
the Revenue Commissioners under Irish tax legislation.  The chargeable persons for the levy are 
the trustees or other persons (including insurance companies) with responsibility for the man-
agement of the assets of the pension schemes or plans. The payment of the levy is treated as a 
necessary expense of a pension scheme and the trustees or insurer, as appropriate, are entitled, 
where they decide to do so, to adjust current or prospective benefits payable under a scheme to 
take account of the levy. It is up to the trustees to decide whether and how the levy should be 
passed on and who should be impacted and to what extent, given the particular circumstances 
of the pension schemes for which they are responsible.

I have no plans to develop a tax credit in the manner suggested in the question. The 0.6% 
levy which has applied since 2011 will end after 2014. The additional levy of 0.15% which I an-
nounced in Budget 2014 will apply for 2014 and 2015. I do not consider that the levy applying 
on this basis will have any significant long-term disincentive effect on pension saving. As I re-
iterated in my Budget 2014 speech, tax relief on contributions to pension savings will continue 
at the marginal income tax rate.

03/12/2013WRD02600Pension Provisions

03/12/2013WRD0270082. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance the reason the new valuation 
basis for pensions is not applied to all pensions rather than just those which are payable post 1 
January 2014; the reason that particular date was chosen; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51796/13]

03/12/2013WRD0280083. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance the tax saving to the State if the 
€60,000 cap on pensions was applied to all pensions rather than excluding those pre-31 Decem-
ber, 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51797/13]

03/12/2013WRD02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 82 and 
83 together.

Regarding the start date for the changes I am making to the SFT regime, I indicated in my 
2013 Budget Statement that changes would be introduced in 2014 to give effect to the commit-
ment in the Programme for Government to cap taxpayers’ subsidies for pension schemes that 
deliver pension income of more than €60,000 per annum. 1 January is a natural starting point 
for the changes, coinciding as it does with the start of the 2014 tax year.

I should clarify, in the first instance, that the change to age-related valuation factors used 
to place a value on Defined Benefit pension rights for the purpose of the SFT regime apply to 
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pension benefits accrued after 1 January 2014 and not by reference to the value of pensions paid 
after that date. The application of the new age-related valuation factors to Defined Benefit pen-
sion rights accrued after 1 January 2014, reflects legal advice which I received to the effect that 
pension savings and pension rights accrued up to that date should be protected. On foot of that 
advice, and as occurred on the occasion of the introduction of the SFT regime in 2005 and again 
when the value of the SFT limit was reduced to €2.3m in 2010, the legislation contained in the 
Finance Bill provides for an individual who has pension rights on 1 January 2014 in excess 
of the new lower SFT limit of €2m, to claim a Personal Fund Threshold (PFT) from Revenue 
in order to protect or “grandfather” the value of those rights on that date. This is subject to a 
maximum PFT of €2.3m (the level of the current SFT) and individuals with PFTs from 2005 or 
2010 retain those PFTs. The ability to claim a PFT applies to affected individuals with Defined 
Benefit or Defined Contribution pension rights or who have a combination of  both.

However, unlike previous occasions, the protection or “grandfathering” arrangements this 
time around had to take cognisance not just of the reduction in the absolute level of the SFT 
from 1 January 2014 from €2.3m to €2m, but also of the increase, from that date, in the valu-
ation factors used for converting Defined Benefit pension rights into capital value equivalents 
for the purposes of the SFT regime. It is for that reason, lest there be any suggestion that the 
changes had retrospective application, that such rights accrued up to 1 January 2014 are to be 
capitalised at the existing valuation factor of 20, both for the purposes of determining if there is 
a PFT and for placing a capital value on those rights at the time of retirement, where that takes 
place after 1 January 2014.

The estimated yield of €120 million from the proposed changes to the SFT regime is based 
to a significant degree on assumed behavioural impacts. The yield is expected to arise in two 
ways. Firstly and mainly, from the cessation of tax-relieved contributions to pension saving 
from those employees and individuals in the private sector affected in the short to medium term 
by the changes and secondly by the conversion, to some degree, of employer pension contribu-
tions and pension promises in respect of those employed individuals into compensatory current 
taxable remuneration. In addition, some of the yield will also arise from affected individuals 
who remain in pension arrangements and continue to contribute to them or accrue benefits 
under them, and will take the form of chargeable excess tax payable at retirement where their 
SFT or PFT, as appropriate, is exceeded. This increased tax will effectively claw back any tax 
subsidy which helped fund the excess over the SFT or PFT. Given the range of variable assump-
tions on which the estimate of the yield from the current changes is based, I do not consider that 
a reliable estimate of yield could be provided on foot of the hypothetical assumption contained 
in the question.

03/12/2013WRD03000Banking Sector

03/12/2013WRD0310084. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 214 of 23 April 2013, when he stated he welcomed KBC Group’s commitment to the 
Irish market and note that it is planning to develop its business in Ireland further with new 
retail branches and distribution platforms to be rolled out in 2013 and continued expansion of 
its retail product portfolio; if he will confirm the quantum of new lending by KBC in Ireland 
in 2013; and his views on KBC’s deposit gathering operation which has seen retail deposits 
increase threefold since 2011 from €1 billion to €2.9 billion at the end of the third quarter of 
2013.  [51831/13]

03/12/2013WRD03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Competition in the retail deposit market 
is a good thing for Irish customers. As the Deputy is aware, I have no function in setting the 
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interest rates that commercial banks are willing to pay for deposits. I strongly urge customers 
to shop around and obtain the best rate they can for the type of account they want, the duration 
and the amount they are depositing. The National Consumer Agency’s website http://www.con-
sumerhelp.ie/ is particularly useful for this.  The quantum of new lending by KBC in Ireland in 
2013 is a commercial matter for the bank concerned and is not in the public domain.

The deposit inflows and outflows of banks are monitored on a weekly basis by the Central 
Bank of Ireland with its liquidity risk assessment framework.

My Department publishes information on deposit trends in the Irish Covered Banks (AIB 
Group (including EBS Building Society), Bank of Ireland Group, Permanent TSB and IBRC) 
monthly. Deposit volumes remained broadly stable in October 2013 at €152.7 billion, with de-
posits decreasing by €1.5 billion month-on-month.

I would remind the Deputy that deposits up to and including €100,000 per individual per 
institution (€200,000 for joint accounts) are covered by the Deposit Guarantee Scheme.

03/12/2013WRD03300EU Directives

03/12/2013WRD0340085. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance in the context of the EU anti-
money laundering directive being discussed at EU level at present, his position on the introduc-
tion of a public register of beneficial owners of companies; his views that a fully public register 
would be beneficial in achieving transparency in international finance and taxation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51867/13]

03/12/2013WRD0350086. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance on his view that many interna-
tional money launderers and tax evaders benefit from the fact that the true owners of interna-
tional companies can often be hidden under notional owners and-or lawyers; Ireland’s position 
regarding same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51868/13]

03/12/2013WRD03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 85 and 
86 together.

The proposed 4th Anti-Money Laundering Directive seeks to update the 3rd Directive to 
take account of the February 2012 revision of the international standards for anti-money laun-
dering requirements – the recommendations of the FATF (Financial Action Task Force).

This is a very important piece of legislation and we continue to support transparency across 
all financial services files. The proposed 4th Anti-Money Laundering Directive covers a num-
ber of policy areas which come under the responsibility of a number of different Departments 
and the issue of beneficial ownership of companies falls under the remit of the Department of 
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.

Having consulted with the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, the national posi-
tion is that Ireland supports the idea that beneficial ownership should be known, in fact there 
are already provisions in place which allow for enforcement authorities and other shareholders 
to identify beneficial owners of companies when required.

At European Council Ireland has supported the Presidency approach which would require 
that Member States ensure that the beneficial ownership information on companies incorpo-
rated within their territory is held in a specified location, for example, in one or more registries, 
or by means of other suitable mechanisms.
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However, negotiations are continuing on this directive at the Council of the EU and the final 
provisions on beneficial ownership will only be agreed as part of the overall compromise. We 
continue to work to the objective of an agreement with the European Parliament before the end 
of its current term (May 2014).

03/12/2013WRD03700Revenue Commissioners Investigations

03/12/2013WRD0380087. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Finance the number of cash purchases of 
housing or other properties which were subject to investigation by the Revenue Commissioners 
with a view to determining the origin of the cash over the past five years on a per county basis; 
where it was established that such cash purchases were being made through the proceeds of 
illegal activities, the action taken by the Revenue Commissioners on a county basis; if inves-
tigations will be initiated by the Revenue Commissioners into cash sales of housing or other 
properties where there is reason to believe that such cash was gained from illegal activities; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51872/13]

03/12/2013WRD03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that while no specific projects have been undertaken in the recent past to identify the 
origin of funds used to acquire residential or other properties for cash, the Revenue Commis-
sioners have a wide range of information sources available from which they can monitor cash 
purchases of houses and other real estate. Under Section 42 of the Criminal Justice (Money 
Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010 all designated bodies (including all financial in-
stitutions) are required to report to An Garda Síochána and the Revenue Commissioners all sus-
picious transactions, including any unusually large cash movements.  Similarly, any solicitors 
or other practitioners who execute property transfer instruments are also designated persons for 
the purposes of the money laundering legislation and must satisfy themselves as to the source 
of purchase monies in drawing up the transfer instrument and report anything untoward to the 
Gardaí and to Revenue.

Cases are selected by Revenue for examination based on the presence of various risk indica-
tors.  The Revenue Commissioners are assisted in that process by their Risk Evaluation Analy-
sis and Profiling (REAP) system that contains various types of information including informa-
tion relating to the purchase of property and suspicious transactions involving the movement 
of monies.  In the case selection process, of particular interest to Revenue are those individu-
als whose funds used to purchase a property appear to have come from hidden or undeclared 
income or from unexplained wealth.  In such cases, Revenue carry out the necessary ‘checks 
and balances’ with a view to determining whether the money used to fund (or part fund) the 
purchase of a property came from illegal activity, including the shadow economy. Where the 
explanation as to the source of money used to purchase a property is not creditable, Revenue 
then carry out further checks, including audits or investigations, which may result in Revenue 
seeking additional tax, interest on late payment of tax and penalties as well as prosecutions for 
making false tax returns.

I am further informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they do not retain statistics for 
each separate risk factor used to trigger a case for examination as the case selection of a case for 
examination generally includes a number of risk factors including the level of income shown 
in a person’s tax returns.  However, I am assured by the Revenue Commissioners that they are 
very mindful that cash obtained from illegal activities can be used to purchase properties and I 
am satisfied that their overall compliance programme focusses significant resources on the cash 
sector which includes examining the use to which undeclared cash amounts have been put.

Lastly, cases involving serious criminality and proceeds of crime are investigated by the 
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Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB).  CAB is resourced by officials from the Attorney General’s Of-
fice, the Department of Social Protection & the Revenue Commissioners.  These investigations 
can result in the confiscation of assets under the Proceeds of Crime legislation in addition to the 
raising of tax & duty assessments.

03/12/2013WRD04000Pensions Levy

03/12/2013WRD0410088. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance the future of the pension 
levy; the number of years it is expected to last and the rate; the amount it is anticipated will be 
raised by it; what the money raised is being allocated to; if he intends to bring forward legisla-
tion ring-fencing it for any particular purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51876/13]

03/12/2013WRD04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I announced in my 2014 Budget speech 
that the 0.6% Pension Fund Levy introduced to fund the Jobs Initiative in 2011 will be abol-
ished from 31 December 2014. I will, however, introduce an additional levy on pension funds 
at 0.15%. I am doing this to continue to help fund the Jobs Initiative, including the continuation 
of the reduced 9% VAT rate detailed below and to make provision for potential State liabilities 
which may emerge from pre-existing or future pension fund difficulties. The additional levy 
within the existing legal framework will apply to pension fund assets in 2014 and 2015.  The 
yield from the pension fund levy in 2014 is estimated at €675 million. The yield from the pen-
sion fund levy at the reduced rate of 0.15% in 2015 is estimated at €135 million.

The revenues arising to the Exchequer from the levy are, in common with Exchequer rev-
enues generally, not hypothecated to any particular item of expenditure or liability but have 
been used to help fund the various measures introduced by the Jobs Initiative. I have no plans 
to change this approach. One of the very significant and successful measures introduced by the 
Jobs Initiative – the reduced VAT rate of 9% on tourism and certain other services – was due to 
end this year. In my Budget speech, I announced the continuation of the reduced 9% VAT rate. 
I also announced that the Air Travel Tax is being reduced to zero with effect from 1 April 2014.  
The combined cost of these initiatives is estimated at close to €400 million in a full year.

The Jobs Initiative also included a number of current and capital expenditure measures. 
While the details of the expenditure on these measures are a matter for my colleagues in Cabinet, 
I would ask the Deputy to note that the Jobs Initiative originally provided for 5,000 places un-
der Jobbridge, the National Internship scheme and 5,900 places under the Springboard scheme. 
Numbers who have participated in Jobbridge have now exceeded 20,000 with an evaluation by 
Indecon Economic Consultants finding that 61.4% of survey respondents were in employment 
within 5 months of finishing their internships. The Springboard scheme, now in its third itera-
tion, has expanded to over 16,500 places. The expansion of these schemes, reflective of their 
success, will require further funding from the Exchequer.

The extent of the potential State liabilities from the pre-existing or future pension fund dif-
ficulties is a matter primarily for my colleague the Minister for Social Protection. However, I 
can say that agreement has been secured for these liabilities to be met by the Exchequer, where 
they arise. As I have already indicated, however, the proceeds from the levy that accrue to the 
Exchequer are not set aside in the manner suggested in the question and expenditure decisions 
on the use of those and other funds will be made as they arise in the normal way.

03/12/2013WRE00200Generic Drugs Substitution
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03/12/2013WRE0030089. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance his views on a company’s 
(details supplied) recent assessment that Irish GDP is understated because of the way the Cen-
tral Statistics Office measures production in the pharmaceutical sector arising from its statisti-
cal treatment of generic drugs as new products; if he will provide further detail on this alleged 
discrepancy; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51885/13]

03/12/2013WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, industrial 
production and exports of chemicals and pharmaceuticals have been impacted by declines in 
volumes since early 2012. This is most likely due to the expiry of patents on certain ‘block-
buster’ drugs, an effect known as the ‘patent cliff’. The patent cliff has also weighed down on 
GDP, given the comparatively large weighting of the sector in Irish output and exports.

The impact of the patent cliff is likely to result in some shift in Irish pharmaceutical produc-
tion away from branded blockbuster drugs towards generic drugs. When discussing the statisti-
cal treatment, consider the example where, in a given quarter, the patented version leaves the 
relevant price index and the off-patented version and/or generic equivalent enters.  The Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) will treat these as a new product, rather than the same product at a 
lower price. This means that any decline in the value of production would be accounted for as 
a volume shift rather than a price change as there is no change in the price index per se. This 
methodology is in line with current international practice.

However the precise impact of the patent cliff on Irish production patterns remains to be 
seen. It is not certain that production of chemically-identical drugs will always continue in Irish 
plants in a post-patent environment. Also, residual loyalty for branded drugs can often remain 
even after patent expiry, implying continued demand for production of the patented variety.

My Department, when forecasting the impact of the patent cliff on economic output, does 
so with consideration of the methodology used by the CSO.

     Question No. 90 withdrawn.

03/12/2013WRE00600Tax Code

03/12/2013WRE0070091. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the number 
of revenue contract companies that are registered offshore; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51964/13]

03/12/2013WRE00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Due to the diverse nature of the tax and 
duty administration, Revenue maintains contracts with hundreds of suppliers.  Revenue adheres 
to national and EU procurement rules and all its suppliers are required to have tax clearance. 
The company registration location of each supplier is not recorded on Revenue’s procurement 
system.  

In the last year, Revenue made payments to some 28 suppliers with non-Irish bank accounts, 
mostly UK and other EU businesses, for a variety of goods and services. This figure excludes 
minor and typically once-off acquisitions. The contracts range from computer hardware and 
software to mobile x-ray scanners and other specialist services.

Revenue publishes on its website a list of all payments in excess of €20,000 made each 
quarter.

03/12/2013WRE00900SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Provision
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03/12/2013WRE0100092. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if FÁS has entered 
into a contract with a driving school in County Donegal for the delivery of the MOMENTUM 
project; if so, with whom is the contract; when was the contract tendered; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51890/13]

03/12/2013WRE01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
This is a day to day operational matter for SOLAS who manage the Momentum  programme.   
I understand that contracts issued under the Momentum programme operate on an  outcome 
based payments system and to achieve the maximum amount of the contract  the company will 
need to recruit the full number of participants, train them and assess them. The contracts in 
question issued to SDMG Ltd. T/A Swilly Group  and the monetary amount of the contracts are 
set out below.  The Momentum operating framework was advertised in mid-2012 and potential  
providers were required to pre-qualify. Project submissions from those  pre-qualified businesses 
were scored and selected based on the rules of the  framework. The funding approvals for the 
courses in question are set out below.  Fuel Efficient Truck Driver: Maximum value of contract 
€239.313.20  Fuel Efficient Bus/Coach Driver: Maximum value of contract €240,776.80.

03/12/2013WRE01200National Training Fund

03/12/2013WRE0130093. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for utilising 
the national training fund in view of recent figures illustrating a large surplus in the fund for 
2013.  [51296/13]

03/12/2013WRE01400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Over the last number of years annual expenditure from the National Training  Fund has 
exceeded annual income and as a result the surplus has been falling. The accumulated surplus 
in the fund has been critical in maintaining  expenditure levels, particularly in the provision of 
training for the  unemployed, in a period when receipts were falling.  It is considered prudent  
to continue to maintain an adequate surplus in the Fund to meet demand in  future years.  A high 
level breakdown of the use of the National Training Fund is included in  my Department’s esti-
mates.  As well as funding mainstream training programmes  for jobseekers, the National Train-
ing Fund supports the more recently developed  targeted programmes such as Springboard, Mo-
mentum and ICT Skills Conversion,  training for those in employment such as through Skillnets 
and grants to  industry and technical supports and research.

03/12/2013WRE01500Gaelscoileanna Issues

03/12/2013WRE0160094. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the catchment 
area for Irish medium schools, gaelscoilenna, into which schools (details supplied) in Dublin 8 
fall.  [51299/13]

03/12/2013WRE01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are no catchment areas 
specifically for Irish-medium schools.  However for planning purposes the country is divided 
into geographic districts each with several primary schools feeding into a post-primary centre 
with one or more post-primary schools.  These defined districts facilitate the orderly planning of 
school provision and accommodation needs.  The schools in the areas referred to by the Deputy 
fall into the Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 and the Dublin 8 feeder areas, respectively.  My  Depart-
ment’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all 
pupils seeking school places in an area.
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03/12/2013WRE01800School Transport Eligibility

03/12/2013WRE0190095. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will furnish 
a reply to correspondence (detail supplied) regarding school transport in County Roscommon; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51306/13]

03/12/2013WRE02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible 
for transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kms from and are attending their nearest na-
tional school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and lan-
guage.  Bus Éireann which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Department 
has confirmed that the family in question are not eligible for  transport as they are not attending 
their nearest national school. Children who are not eligible for school transport may avail of 
transport on a concessionary basis subject to a number of conditions including the availability 
of spare seats and the payment of the annual charge.  The annual charge for children who are 
availing of primary school transport is €100. This charge is subject to a family maximum of 
€220 per annum. Only children who are eligible for transport and who hold valid medical cards 
(GMS  Scheme) are exempt from this charge.  Bus Éireann has advised that one child was incor-
rectly categorised as eligible for school transport for the current school year. Bus Éireann will 
be in contact with the family regarding this matter. 

03/12/2013WRE02100School Enrolments

03/12/2013WRE0220096. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) in Dublin 6 will be accepting two junior infant classes in September 2014, as confir-
mation of places have only gone out to parents in the first stream, a fact that is causing concern 
to those on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51310/13]

03/12/2013WRE02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
are aware of the situation at the school to which the Deputy refers in Dublin 16 and will be 
meeting with school authorities shortly to discuss same.  However, my Department’s main re-
sponsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking 
school places in the area.

03/12/2013WRE02400Schools Building Projects Status

03/12/2013WRE0250097. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the feeder area for 
a school (details supplied) in Dublin 18 which has been granted planning permission; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51348/13]

03/12/2013WRE02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The primary school in ques-
tion has been established to provide additional capacity in the wider Ballinteer/Stepaside area.  
There is an Irish language school already located in the area.  The question of location for the 
new Irish language school therefore was considered in the context of providing access to both 
Irish language schools to the greatest number of pupils across the area.

03/12/2013WRE02700School Transport Issues

03/12/2013WRE0280098. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements that 



Questions - Written Answers

322

have been made by his Department to ensure the protection of bus operators who have reported 
corruption in the administration of school transport.  [51354/13]

03/12/2013WRE02900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann has advised my Department that it is the Company’s policy to encourage any em-
ployee, customer or other person who has information regarding  any alleged wrongdoing on 
the part of the management or staff of the Company to come forward and come forward with 
that information without fear of victimisation, subsequent discrimination or disadvantage. As 
with every citizen, an employee of Bus Éireann in respect of whom an Allegation is made, has 
an entitlement to fairness of procedure and natural justice in the investigation of that allegation.  
The objective of the Bus Éireann procedures is to provide for full investigation of any allega-
tions of wrongdoing having regard to legal and constitutional rights.  I am further informed by 
Bus Éireann that any allegation of victimisation, discrimination or disadvantage would fall to 
be considered within these procedures. I have previously stated that any evidence of criminal 
acts should be brought to the attention of An Garda Siochána by any person possessing such 
evidence.

03/12/2013WRE03000Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRE0310099. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
officials in his Department that receive the cost of club membership fees, including sports clubs 
and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the total cost per year to his 
Department of paying these fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51364/13]

03/12/2013WRE03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Approximately 150 officials 
at my Department receive recoupment of affiliation fees to professional bodies where it is es-
sential in order for them to carry out their professional functions, or it is desirable in order that 
they can keep abreast of domestic and international developments in their particular field.  The 
cost in 2012 was approximately €38,000. No officials at my Department have sports clubs or 
any other club membership  fees paid as part of their remuneration package.  Civil Servants are 
subject to the Civil Service Code of Standards & Behaviour and under the terms of the Code a 
Civil Servant is not permitted to accept gifts such as the payment of membership fees.  A copy 
of the Code can be viewed on the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform’s website.

03/12/2013WRE03300Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRE03400100. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment pays for any of its employees to receive third level qualifications; if so, the annual cost for 
each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a result of receiving 
this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51378/13]

03/12/2013WRE03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Civil Servants are encouraged 
to pursue second and third level education during  their own time in order to build and develop 
workplace skills, expertise and  support officials in self development and life long learning.   In 
order to foster this in accordance with the Department of Public Expenditure &  Reform’s cir-
cular notice E109/82/97, Government Departments are permitted to  meet the cost or to refund 
fees where the course concerned leads to: a second or third level qualification; are provided by a 
recognised educational institution or professional body; and are related to the official’s duties or 
broader Civil Service functions.  Officials do not receive additional remuneration on attaining 
such qualifications. Details of my Department’s expenditure on refunding fees in the last five 
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years are contained in the attached tabular statement.

  Expenditure on Refund of Fees Scheme  -

  Department of Education and Skills 2008 to 2012

Year Amount
2008 €214,745
2009 €202,153
2010 €210,525
2011 €238,786
2012 €220,628

03/12/2013WRE03600State Examinations

03/12/2013WRE03700101. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 103 of 26 September 2013, the position regarding an application in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51396/13]

03/12/2013WRE03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations and in this case for reasonable accommodation. In view of this I have forwarded 
your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

03/12/2013WRE03900School Equipment

03/12/2013WRE04000102. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
will examine publishing material suitable for classroom posters as pdf files for free download 
in order to assist schools with managing costs.  [51414/13]

03/12/2013WRE04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not 
normally develop and distribute educational resources of the kind described by the Deputy 
directly to schools.  Agencies under the remit of the Department may do so from time to time.  
A wide range of materials and resources, which may include posters, is produced for teach-
ers by the professional development support services.  It is general policy and practice that all 
such resources are made available online for free download.  The Department’s portal for Irish 
education, Scoilnet.ie, is currently being  redeveloped into a repository for digital learning ma-
terials.  It will focus on the sharing of teaching resources and will support and encourage teach-
ers to share and download resources for use in their classroom.  Open licensing will be a core 
component of the new repository to facilitate teachers in the reuse and adaptation of materials 
for their individual classroom needs.  Where possible, publicly funded materials developed in 
recent years by Dept of Education support services will be made available within the repository 
under open licences.

03/12/2013WRE04200School Patronage

03/12/2013WRE04300103. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills in respect of 
the choice of patron body for a planned new school (details supplied) in County Cork, if he will 
provide details of the assessment process that has been undertaken to date by his Department; 
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for each applicant body, the number of confirmed expressions of interest from prospective 
parents of pupils at the school; the position regarding the patronage decision; when he expects 
to make an announcement on the matter; when he envisages this new school will be enrolling 
pupils; the status of this project on his Department’s schools building programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51426/13]

03/12/2013WRE04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Further to my announcement 
on 28 November, 2013 in relation to my decisions regarding the patronage of the new post-
primary schools set to open in 2015 and 2016, I can confirm that two 600 pupil post-primary 
schools are scheduled to open in 2016 to serve the Cork City South Suburbs/Carrigaline area. 
One school will be under the patronage of Educate Together and the other school under the  
patronage of the Edmund Rice Schools Trust. Full details of the applications  received, together 
with the final assessments for all areas, are available on my Department’s website, www.edu-
cation.ie.  Commencing enrolment for these schools will be a matter for the respective school 
authorities. Officials from my Department will be working with the local authority to identify 
suitable site locations for the establishment of these schools.

School Transport Appeals

03/12/2013WRF00200104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
view the recent refusal of appeal for school transport in the case of the child of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51447/13]

03/12/2013WRF00300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are eli-
gible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest 
education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language. Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Depart-
ment, has advised that the child in question is not attending her nearest education centre and 
is therefore not eligible for school transport. Children who are not eligible for school transport 
may apply to Bus Éireann for transport on a concessionary basis subject to a number of a con-
ditions including the availability of spare seats on an existing service and the payment of the 
annual charge. Bus Éireann has advised that there are seats available on a service to the child’s 
school for the 2013/14 school year.

Only children who are eligible for school transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS 
Scheme) are exempt from paying the annual charge.  This case has also been the subject of an 
appeal to the School Transport Appeals Board which has made a determination in the matter. 
The parents have been notified of this decision.  The School Transport Appeals Board is inde-
pendent of my Department and it would not be appropriate for me to intervene in cases which 
have been considered by the Board.

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

03/12/2013WRF00400105. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 10 is not eligible to receive a full student grant. [51486/13]

03/12/2013WRF00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a postgraduate fee contribution of €2,000 and is ineligible to have his 
fees paid up to the maximum fee limit.  Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme 2013 
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postgraduate students who meet the qualifying conditions for the special rate of grant under the 
Student Grant Scheme will be eligible to have their post-graduate tuition fees paid up to the 
maximum fee limit of €6,270.  To qualify for the special rate of grant an applicant must meet 
the following conditions: 1. Reckonable income must not exceed €22,703. 2. On 31 December 
of the relevant period the reckonable income must include an eligible long-term social welfare 
payment prescribed under the scheme.  Tax relief is also available on postgraduate tuition fees. 
Details in relation to this relief are available from the Revenue Commissioners.  In addition to 
this, the Student Assistance Fund will continue to be made available through the access offices 
of third-level institutions to assist students in exceptional financial need.  If an individual ap-
plicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or that the rate of grant 
awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.  Where an in-
dividual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view 
that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the 
position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grants Appeals Board. The relevant 
appeal form is available to download from www.studentfinance.ie.

Schools Building Projects Status

03/12/2013WRF00600106. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the extension to a school (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51487/13]

03/12/2013WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. However, due the 
withdrawal of the Consultant Architect working on the project, a tender exercise to appoint a 
replacement Consultant Architect is required. This will commence shortly. Officials from my 
Department will keep the school informed of the steps involved in this process.

03/12/2013WRF00750Departmental Staff Allowances

03/12/2013WRF00800107. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reasons 
an allowance is not paid to persons that fill a co-ordinator’s post on a temporary basis in adult 
education.  [51523/13]

03/12/2013WRF00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
There is provision for payment of allowances to persons that fill certain co-ordinator posts in 
adult education either on a permanent or temporary basis.  If the Deputy can provide details of 
any specific instance to which he is referring, I would be happy to provide further information.

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

03/12/2013WRF01000108. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an award of full 
100% non adjacent rate maintenance grant, plus 100% fees and student contribution issued 
to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51526/13]

03/12/2013WRF01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy has been awarded the full non adjacent maintenance grant.  She is not eligible for 
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a fee grant as she is studying in a college outside the state.  It appears that the original grant 
award letter was sent in error. The Deputy will appreciate that some errors may inevitably arise 
when handling a high volume of applications within a relatively short timeframe. SUSI has also 
confirmed that they are awaiting hardcopy confirmation of registration, which must be stamped 
and signed by an official at the institute attended by the student, to enable payment of grant to 
proceed. 

State Examinations

03/12/2013WRF01200109. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare has been refused a spelling waiver; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51536/13]

03/12/2013WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions and in this case in relation to reasonable accommodation.  In view of this I have forwarded 
your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

Quality and Qualifications Ireland Accreditation

03/12/2013WRF01400110. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
the application process for access to ACELS recognition is opening only for a temporary pe-
riod; the way a language school can obtain ACELS recognition outside of those dates; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51591/13]

03/12/2013WRF01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) was established through the amalgamation of the Na-
tional Qualifications Authority of Ireland (NQAI), HETAC and FETAC in November 2012. 
QQI assumed responsibility for the functions undertaken by those bodies including those func-
tions, such as ACELS, which are carried out on an administrative basis.  Since its establishment, 
QQI has been undertaking a comprehensive policy development programme, in order to put in 
place the policies and processes required to perform its functions under the Qualifications and 
Quality Assurance (Education and Training) Act 2012. During this process, QQI has prioritised 
the development of those policies required to allow new applications from providers who wish 
to have access to the awards of QQI, and those policies were published in October. QQI will 
continue to roll out its remaining policies over the coming months.  The operation of ACELS 
will be discontinued by QQI when its policies relating to the Code of Practice for the provision 
of education to international learners, and the related International Education Mark (IEM), are 
established next year. The Code of Practice and IEM will place the recognition and monitoring 
of the English Language sector by QQI on a statutory footing.  Given the expected timeframe 
for the establishment of those policies, QQI decided to re-open access to ACELS recognition 
for a temporary period until 31 January 2014, to accommodate those English Language Train-
ing Organisations (ELTOs) who were ready to apply and who had expressed an interest in 
gaining recognition for 2014. As ACELS recognition is granted on an annual basis, this period 
is sufficient to allow interested ELTOs to apply and, where appropriate, gain recognition for 
2014. Recognition from 2015 onwards will be granted in the context of the Code of Practice 
and International Education Mark. However, it should be noted that ACELS recognised ELTOs 
will not have an automatic enititlement to use the International Education Mark, but will have 
to demonstrate compliance with the Code of Practice and related policies.
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03/12/2013WRF01550School Enrolments

03/12/2013WRF01600111. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the shortage of primary school places in an area (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow for the school year starting September 2014; the number of parents that have not been 
offered any school place in the locality; the amount of school places available in the locality; 
the actions he intends to take and if his Department has met with local schools to discuss this 
matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51677/13]

03/12/2013WRF01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials from my Depart-
ment are in regular contact with the schools in the area referred to by the Deputy, and are con-
tinuing to monitor the situation to ensure that schools in the area can between them cater for all 
pupils seeking school places.

Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/12/2013WRF01800112. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an assistive technology application in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51701/13]

03/12/2013WRF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) is responsible for processing applications from schools 
for special educational needs supports. SENOs also make recommendations to my Department 
where assistive technology is required. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in 
allocating such support, which is set out in my Department’s Circular 0010/2013.  In order to 
qualify for equipment under the assistive technology scheme, a child must have been diagnosed 
with a physical or communicative disability and must also have a recommendation in a profes-
sional assessment that the equipment is essential in order to allow the child to access the cur-
riculum. It must also be clear that the existing I.T. equipment in the school is insufficient to meet 
the child’s needs.  I can advise the Deputy that an application for assistive technology support 
for the child referred to in this question has been received in my Department. I understand that 
my officials will be issuing a decision on this application as soon as quotations regarding the 
cost of the recommended equipment are received from the school in question.

Schools Building Projects Administration

03/12/2013WRF02000113. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment encourages boards of management in receipt of funding for devolved projects to provide 
information on the successful tender to unsuccessful tenderers; if he will clarify whether issues 
of commercial sensitivity apply to freedom of information requests that relate to tendering pro-
cesses which have been completed; if so, for how long after the process has been completed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51743/13]

03/12/2013WRF02100114. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his De-
partment discouraged a board of management of a school (details supplied) in County Clare 
in receipt of funding for devolved projects to provide information on the successful tender to 
unsuccessful tenderers. [51744/13]

03/12/2013WRF02200115. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
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confirm whether his Department was involved in a tender process this year carried out by a 
board of management of a school (details supplied) in County Clare which received of funding 
for a devolved projects, specifically whether his servants or agents advised that a tender could 
not be accepted. [51745/13]

03/12/2013WRF02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 113 to 115, inclusive, together.

 As the project in the case of the school, referred to by Deputy, was not a large scale capital 
project and was devolved to the school authority, my Department does not seek copies of the 
tender documentation, only confirmation that the lowest tender was successful. It is a matter 
for the school authority to ensure that best value for money has been obtained in sourcing the 
temporary accommodation and any associated works. The school authority is required to estab-
lish a process, record the details and make these available for audit purposes if required.  The 
school authority is also obliged to advise the unsuccessful tenderers, if requested to do so, of 
the reasons that their tender was unsuccessful. Unsuccessful tenderers can be given information 
regarding the apparently successful tender but are not generally informed of their specific rank-
ing in the list of unsucessful tenderers.  In the interests of transparency and clarity, my Depart-
ment has now contacted the school authority and advised it to issue all relevant information as 
feedback to each of the unsuccessful tenderers.  For the Deputy’s information, I wish to advise 
that while my Department is governed by the provisions of the Freedom of Information Acts, 
schools are not included within the ambit of that legislation. 

Irish Language

03/12/2013WRF02400116. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the facilities avail-
able from his Department to help English language primary schools provide an Irish language 
stream within their school. [51770/13]

03/12/2013WRF02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department will consider 
applications from an English medium primary school wishing to establish an Irish language 
stream or sruth where the patron of the school has given consent to the establishment of such.  
Approval for the establishment of a sruth will be contingent on the availability of Irish medium 
education in the area, the impact that it might have on the enrolment of an existing Irish medium 
school and the demand for such within the school.  A wide range of teaching and language re-
sources are already available to support education through Irish at primary level. These include 
Séideán Sí, an integrated language programme for Irish medium schools that different Irish 
medium settings, including sruthanna or Irish language streams, can adapt to suit the needs of 
their pupils. The range of resources now available to support teaching through Irish in primary 
schools can be seen on the extensive resource directory published by COGG on its website 
www.cogg.ie. 

Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/12/2013WRF02600117. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports pro-
vided by his Department to the Dyspraxia Association of Ireland; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51804/13]

03/12/2013WRF02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise to the Deputy 
that my Department does not provide direct funding to the Dyspraxia Association of Ireland. My 
Department provides for a range of services and supports to ensure that children with Special 
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Educational Needs, including children with Dyspraxia or Developmental Co-ordination Delay, 
can have access to an education appropriate to their needs.   These supports include additional 
teaching and care support, enhanced capitation, specialist school transport arrangements, assis-
tive technology and/or specialist equipment, adaptations for school buildings where necessary 
and additional training for teachers of children with special educational needs, including teach-
ers of children with Dyspraxia. Children with Dyspraxia may be entitled to additional teaching 
provision in school, either under the terms of the general allocation system of teaching supports 
if the educational psychological assessment places the child in the high incidence disability 
category or through an allocation of additional resources if the child is assessed as being within 
the low incidence category of special need, as defined by my Department’s circular. The precise 
level of support is determined by the special educational needs of the particular child.   Guid-
ance has been provided for schools on the manner in which they should use the resources that 
have been allocated to them to best effect. My Department’s Circular 02/05, which issued to all 
Primary schools, provides guidelines in relation to the establishment of a staged approach to 
assessment, identification and learning programme planning for pupils with special educational 
needs. Guidance for schools is provided in the circular for each step of the staged process.   In 
addition, the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) has produced guidelines for 
schools entitled ‘Special Needs Education - A Continuum of Support’ which describes the grad-
uated problem-solving model of assessment and intervention in schools, which is available on 
my Department’s website www.education.gov.ie.  The National Council for Special Education 
(NCSE) is responsible for the provision of a range of educational services at local and national 
level for students with special educational needs. In particular, its network of Special Education 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) co-ordinates special needs education provision at local level and 
arranges for the delivery of special educational services. The SENOs act as single points of con-
tact for parents of students with special educational needs.  Each SENO works in an assigned 
local area with parents, schools, teachers, psychologists, health professionals and other staff 
who are involved in the provision of services in that area for children with special educational 
needs. All schools have contact details of their local SENO and it is also open to parents to 
contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs. The NCSE 
has recently published an Information Booklet for Parents of Children with Special Educational 
Needs, which is available on its website www.ncse.ie. Finally, the Department provides for sup-
port for teachers with additional training needs in the area of Dyspraxia. The Special Education 
Support Service (SESS) manages, co-ordinates and develops a range of supports in response 
to identified teacher training needs. The SESS provides Continuing Professional Development 
(CPD) support for teachers of pupils with Dyspraxia through an Inclusive Learning Resource 
Teachers course as well as an online resource facility and an online book borrowing facility.

Schools Building Projects Status

03/12/2013WRF02800118. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application for a new school extension in respect of a school (details supplied) in 
County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51854/13]

03/12/2013WRF02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school building project 
referred to by the Deputy is currently at an early stage of architectural planning.  My Depart-
ment is currently reviewing the different Design Options which have been submitted by the 
Design Team for the project.  Once this review has been completed, my Department will contact 
the Board of Management with regard to the further progression of the project.

03/12/2013WRG00150School Funding
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03/12/2013WRG00200119. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views regarding 
VEC-funded schools and voluntary religious schools, whether VEC schools have a distinct ad-
vantage in terms of State funding to the detriment of voluntary religious schools; if he accepts 
that this is having a negative effect on schools being able to attract pupils equally particularly 
in areas which have schools in close proximity; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51864/13]

03/12/2013WRG00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The funding arrangements 
for post primary schools reflect the sectoral division of our second-level system. At the core 
of these arrangements is reliance upon capitation as the principal determinant of funding. The 
Department provides funding directly to voluntary secondary schools by way of per capita 
grants. However, grants for the day-to-day running costs of ETB schools and community col-
leges are issued to Education and Training Boards, not directly to schools, as part of a block 
grant. It is important to note that this block grant covers not only the day-to-day costs of schools 
but also the running costs of ETB head-offices and other activities apart from the second-level 
programme. Each ETB has a high level of autonomy in the management and appropriation of 
this grant and may distribute its allocations in line with its priorities and perceptions of need. 

I am aware that the JMB’s Pre-Budget Submission for 2012 suggested a difference of €212 
in funding for each student attending a voluntary secondary school, in comparison to an ETB 
school or college. The Deputy should note that additional funding has been provided to volun-
tary secondary schools by way of “equalisation” measures since 2001. It is estimated that up 
to €21m has been provided in equalisation funding between 2001 and 2009. While the current 
economic situation has slowed progress in that regard, it remains the Department’s aim, de-
pending on resource availability, to addressing anomalies in funding between the post-primary 
sectors. I do not believe that the funding arrangements for schools has any major bearing on 
decisions made by parents as to which second level school they will enrol their children.

03/12/2013WRG00350School Enrolments

03/12/2013WRG00400120. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if recognition and extra 
supports are provided or can be provided for schools which do not have selective entrance poli-
cies such as entrance exams and interviews compared with neighbouring schools. [51865/13]

03/12/2013WRG00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is my firm view that all 
schools should be inclusive.  In that regard, the Deputy will be aware that I have recently 
published a draft General Scheme for an Education (Admission to Schools) Bill, 2013 as well 
as draft regulations for discussion ahead of enacting legislation. The aim of these proposals 
is to  ensure that the way schools decide on applications for enrolment is structured, fair and 
transparent.I have referred the draft General Scheme and draft regulations to the Oireachtas 
Joint Committee on Education and Social Protection, to allow a full public discussion of the 
proposed legislative framework, including inputs from parents and the education partners.

I hope the Committee will give this early consideration so that we can proceed to the next 
stage of legislation as soon as possible.

03/12/2013WRG00550School Staffing

03/12/2013WRG00600121. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on whether 
there is a critical number of teachers required to fulfil the full curriculum in secondary schools 
and if he acknowledges that the future survival of a secondary school in a rural location could 
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be endangered where teacher numbers fall below a critical level. [51962/13]

03/12/2013WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Teacher allocations to all 
second level schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established 
rules based on recognised pupil enrolment. The criteria for the allocation of posts are commu-
nicated to school managements annually and are available on the Department website.  In ac-
cordance with these rules each school management authority is required to organise its subject 
options within the limit of its approved teacher allocation. 

At post primary level and in accordance with existing arrangements, where a school man-
agement authority is unable to meet its curricular commitments within its approved allocation, 
my Department considers applications for additional short term support i.e., curricular conces-
sions.  The allocation process also includes an appeals mechanism under which schools can 
appeal against the allocation due to them under the staffing schedules. The appeal procedures 
are set out in the published staffing arrangements.  The Appeals Board operates independently 
of the Department and its decisions is final.

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the in-
dividual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education 
Act 1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012).  The deployment of teach-
ing staff in the school, the range of subjects offered and ultimately the quality of teaching and 
learning are in the first instance a matter for the school management authorities. Preparation 
for the staffing and redeployment process for the 2014/15 school year is currently underway in 
my Department.  The staffing arrangements for all schools for the 2014/15 school year will be 
published early in 2014.

03/12/2013WRG00750Departmental Correspondence

03/12/2013WRG00800122. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
reply will issue to correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51965/13]

03/12/2013WRG00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Changes to the School Transport Scheme have generated an increase in the number of 
queries and representations to my Department and when combined with the routine administra-
tive work undertaken within my Department in relation to school transport provision generally, 
regrettably, it was not feasible to deal with the increased volume of representations in a more 
timely manner.  However, I am pleased to advise that the service in question is operating for the 
current school year.

03/12/2013WRG00950Valuation Office

03/12/2013WRG01000123. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the backlog in the Valuations Office; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51295/13]

03/12/2013WRG01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Commis-
sioner of Valuation is independent in the exercise of his duties under the Valuation Act, 2001 
and the carrying out of valuations for rating purposes is his sole prerogative and the Act does 
not accord me as Minister any function in this regard.
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There are two provisions in the legislation governing the assessment of valuations, i.e. revi-
sion and revaluation.

Revision of valuation is the mechanism used to maintain existing local authority valuation 
lists. It is used to add new properties to the list, to amend the valuations of altered properties and 
to remove demolished or defunct properties from the list. The valuations of commercial proper-
ties at revision are determined by reference to the net annual values of comparable properties 
on the same valuation list. That is to say that they are compared with similar type properties in 
the same local authority area to ensure, in so far as it is possible, that they are all treated equally. 
While there are some arrears of casework in this area, they are not significant and in any event, 
revision applications received from the public are disposed of without undue delay. While there 
has been a marked decrease in the number of applications for revision of valuation in recent 
years, mainly due to the economic downturn, the vast majority of applications are from the lo-
cal authorities with whom the Valuation Office is in close liaison, to ensure that priority cases 
are dealt with as expeditiously as possible and to agree timelines for the delivery of revisions 
generally. 

The Valuation Office has also been conducting a National Revaluation Programme. In a re-
valuation the entire commercial valuation list for a local authority is brought up-to-date by ref-
erence to values at a specific valuation date and the entire list is published on one date (usually 
31 December) and comes into effect for rating purposes on 1 January the following year.  To-
date, revaluations of the commercial list have been completed in South Dublin, Fingal and Dun 
Laoghaire County Council areas and the revaluation programme for the Dublin City Council 
area is currently underway and is expected to be completed by 31 December, 2013. Addition-
ally, the revaluation of properties in all the local authority areas of Waterford and Limerick will 
be completed in 2013 and 2014 respectively.

The Commissioner is pursuing a balanced programme of revision and revaluation casework 
and with the completion of the Dublin City and Waterford revaluation programmes imminent, 
a concentration of effort is being applied currently to the revision work programme in consulta-
tion with the local authorities.

Conducting a revaluation of all commercial and industrial properties in the State has been 
the policy of successive Governments since enactment of the Valuation Act 2001. The Valua-
tion (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 2012 which had its second stage reading in Seanad Éireann on 
11 October, 2012 and is currently awaiting Committee stage, provides for a number of initia-
tives to accelerate the overall revaluation programme, such as the piloting of a self-assessment 
scheme of valuation in one local authority area, which if it proves successful could be extended 
to other areas. There is also provision in the Bill to allow for the assessment of valuations by 
contract valuers under an external delivery scheme which is also being initiated as a pilot proj-
ect. The Bill also contains provisions to streamline the overall process of revaluation and the 
appeal mechanisms available to ratepayers subsequent to the revaluation.

Regarding the levying of rates, the position is that under Irish law, there is a distinct separa-
tion of function between the determination of valuation of rateable property and the setting and 
collection of commercial rates. The amount of rates payable by a ratepayer in any calendar year 
is a product of the valuation of that property determined by the Valuation Office and the annual 
rate on valuation (ARV) set annually by the elected members of the rating authority. Rates can 
only be collected by the rating authority on property which has been valued under the Valuation 
Act, 2001 and there is no mechanism to collect rates, retrospectively or otherwise, pending the 
determination and issue of the valuation under the Act.
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03/12/2013WRG01150Flood Relief Schemes Expenditure

03/12/2013WRG01200124. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the company (details supplied) awarded the contract 
to carry out Wicklow’s River Dargle flood defence scheme has gone into examinership and has 
proceeded to close down operations; while it appears that the company has received payment, 
many of the subcontractors have not been paid; if Wicklow County Council is responsible for 
payment to subcontractors and their employees; the persons now responsible for the completion 
of this important project; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51452/13]

03/12/2013WRG01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Deputy will be aware that fundamental issues of dispute arose between the main 
contractor and Bray Town Council, which is the Contracting Authority on the project, which 
were referred by the contractor to third party conciliation. The parties subsequently agreed to 
extend the ambit of the conciliation to encompass issues relating to other aspects of the scheme.  

Several meetings took place between the parties under the auspices of the Conciliator. How-
ever, these discussions did not produce a solution that would allow the contract to be fulfilled to 
the satisfaction of both parties and in a manner that would deliver the level of flood protection 
the scheme was designed to provide, consistent with the accepted tender sum. 

In the course of the conciliation process it emerged that the contractor had entered Examin-
ership. Bray Town Council and the OPW entered into discussions with SIAC and the Examiner, 
under the aegis of the Conciliator. After intensive negotiations, it was agreed last week that the 
best option available to the parties would be to terminate the contract with SIAC by mutual 
agreement. Based on this agreement, SIAC has now left the site, and it will be necessary to 
procure new contractors to carry out the remaining elements of the scheme.

I understand that under Bray Town Council’s contract with SIAC, the Council is not respon-
sible for payment to sub-contractors or their employees.  

Bray Town Council and the OPW remain fully committed to completing the scheme to 
provide the standard 1-in-100 year level of protection.  Preparation of the necessary documents 
required for the appointment of new contractors will commence immediately, with a view to 
re-commencing works during 2014, having regard to environmental constraints. The OPW has 
made provision for the project in its profiles of expenditure for each year to 2016.

It is important to point out that the works that have been completed to date will have a sig-
nificant beneficial affect in alleviating flood risk in the interim period.

  Question No. 125 withdrawn.

03/12/2013WRG01450Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRG01500126. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of officials in his Department who receive the cost of club membership fees, includ-
ing sports clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the total cost 
per year to his Department of paying these fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51370/13]

03/12/2013WRG01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The payment 
of fees for membership of professional bodies for staff in my Department are in accordance 
with Department of Finance Circular 23/2007: Post-Entry Education – Refund of Fees, Study 
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Leave and Examination Leave and Department of Finance Circular 47/2001 Reimbursement of 
Professional Membership Fees. The provision of Section 7 of the Finance Act 2011 applies to 
such payments.

As the Deputy is aware, my Department was established in July 2011 and therefore, the de-
tails set out below are from that date. No club or sports club membership fees are paid for staff 
in my Department.

Year Numbers of Staff Total Cost of Professional Fees 
Paid or Reimbursed

2011 14 €5,037.09
2012 24 €8,194.24
2013 28 €9,192.22

03/12/2013WRG01650Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRG01700127. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if his Department pays for any of its employees to receive third level qualifications; if so, the 
annual cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a 
result of receiving this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51384/13]

03/12/2013WRG01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The arrange-
ments governing Refund of Fees in respect of further education including third level education 
are set out in Department of Finance Circular 23/2007: Post-Entry Education – Refund of Fees, 
Study Leave and Examination Leave. The purpose of the Circular is to facilitate Departments 
in building appropriate skill and expertise by supporting employees’ efforts in self-development 
and life-long learning.

As the Deputy is aware, my Department was established in July 2011 and therefore, the 
details provided below are from that date, and are in respect of each academic year. Upon com-
pleting academic qualifications, staff do not receive a financial bonus.

Academic Year Number of Staff Participating Total Cost 
2011/12 10 €42,118
2012/13 15 €61,723
2013/14 42 €162,055

03/12/2013WRG01850Public Sector Pensions

03/12/2013WRG01900128. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
terms of the public service pension reduction; the timeframe it remains in place; if it is paid by 
both public servants and civil servants; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51407/13]

03/12/2013WRG02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2010 imposed a Public Service Pension Reduc-
tion (PSPR) with effect from 1 January 2011. It affects public service pensioners (including 
civil servants) on pensions of €12,000 and upwards. A further reduction on public service pen-
sions over €32,500 was imposed by the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
Act 2013.  Further details are set out in the legislation. Section 10 of the 2013 Act makes provi-
sion for a yearly review of the relevant legislation which, among other things, has to consider 
whether any of its provisions continue to be necessary and for a written report of this review to 
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be prepared and laid before each House of the Oireachtas.

03/12/2013WRG02050Labour Court Recommendations

03/12/2013WRG02100129. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form when he will implement the Labour Court recommendation for community employment 
scheme supervisors and assistant supervisors; the reasons this has not been implemented to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51553/13]

03/12/2013WRG02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The issue 
raised by the Deputy is not in the first instance the responsibility of my Department. The par-
ticular issue in question was however previously addressed by my colleague, the Minister for 
Social Protection, in reply to Parliamentary Question No. 576 on 6 November 2012.

03/12/2013WRG02250Public Sector Pensions Data

03/12/2013WRG02300130. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
total annual cost in 2012 of public service pensions; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [51758/13]

03/12/2013WRG02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I would refer 
the Deputy to Table 5 (page 22) of the 2013 Revised Estimates for Public Services publication 
from my Department.

03/12/2013WRG02450Freedom of Information Remit

03/12/2013WRG02500131. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
include semi-State bodies such as Coillte and Bord na Móna in the Freedom of Information Bill 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51765/13]

03/12/2013WRG02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Freedom 
of Information Bill 2013 is in the course of its passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Where it is proposed that a body should be exempt in full from the freedom of informa-
tion legislation, that body is included in Schedule 1 Part 2 of the Bill.  Both Bord na Mona and 
Coillte Teoranta are included in Schedule 1 Part 2.

I believe that commercial state bodies should not, in general, be subject to FOI require-
ments because of the uneven competitive playing field that would be created in circumstances 
that commercial state bodies operating in a competitive market were subject to FOI but their 
privately-owned market competitors were not.  This would be expected to have an adverse im-
pact on the commercial position of the state body in question, which would not be in the public 
interest or consistent with the need to safeguard the State’s economic and financial interests.  

It is on that basis that both Bord na Mona and Coillte Teoranta are proposed for exclusion 
from the application of FOI under the new legislation.

03/12/2013WRG02650Sale of State Assets
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03/12/2013WRG02700132. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the total number of staff within his Department or NewERA who have been working on the 
sale of Bord Gáis Energy; the total cost to his Department for any third party service that was 
engaged in the context of preparation for the sale of Bord Gáis Energy; if he will publish any 
third-party reports advising on the sale of Bord Gáis Energy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51772/13]

03/12/2013WRG02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): A total of six 
officials from my Department were involved to varying extents in the work of the Working 
Group and Steering Group overseeing the sale process for Bord Gáis Energy, in addition to 
their other duties. No external resources were retained by the Department for the purpose of the 
transaction process. Nor did the Department directly engage or incur any expenses in respect of 
third party services relating to the process. This was undertaken by the NewERA shareholding 
unit of the NTMA, which operates under the aegis of my colleague the Minister for Finance. 
The reports prepared by third party advisors for the Working and Steering Groups are commer-
cially sensitive and I do not propose to publish them.

03/12/2013WRG02850Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRG02900133. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of officials in his Department who receive the cost of club membership fees, includ-
ing sports clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the total cost 
per year to his Department of paying these fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51368/13]

03/12/2013WRG03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Contracts and 
terms and conditions for all officials of the Department are as agreed by the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform. 

There are no officials in my Department receiving the cost of club membership fees as part 
of their contract of employment. 

Subject to budgetary constraints, professional membership fees may be paid by the Depart-
ment to a professional body or affiliation fee to an affiliation group for a member of staff where 
the staff member concerned is serving in a grade for which entry to the grade is contingent on 
valid membership of a specified professional body/affiliation group, for example professionally 
qualified accountants.  Professional/affiliation fees may also be paid where the work of a staff 
member directly relates to the activities of the professional body and there is a consequential 
benefit to the Department, therefore, arising from membership. 

For 2013 the total amount paid in professional/affiliation fees was just under €1,700.

03/12/2013WRH00150Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRH00200134. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if his Department pays for any of its employees to receive third level qualifications; if so, the 
annual cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a 
result of receiving this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51382/13]

03/12/2013WRH00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Expenditure 
by my Department on course fees for staff participation in business relevant courses leading to 
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third-level qualifications in the years 2009-2013 is outlined below.  No financial bonuses are 
paid to staff as a result of receiving qualifications on successful completion of these courses.  
These courses are pursued by staff primarily in their own time.  

Year Payment for 3rd Level Courses participated in by 
Staff

2009 €179,573.69
2010 €175,706.73
2011 €168,511.88
2012 €140,156.95
2013 €133,238.85

Examples of courses which were supported in recent years include Public Administration/
Management; Business Studies/Management; Information Technology; Accountancy/Financial 
Management; Law; Project Management and Economic Policy Analysis.  Meeting the costs of 
such business-related courses of study recognises that the staff of the Department are our single 
greatest resource.  It is essential, therefore, for the effective delivery of our strategic mission 
that they are well qualified for the tasks with which they are charged.

03/12/2013WRH00350Foreign Direct Investment

03/12/2013WRH00400135. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the total 
percentage breakdown of foreign direct investment that has been made in the cities of Dublin, 
Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford in the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51485/13]

03/12/2013WRH00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the time 
available it has not been possible to provide the information requested. My Department will 
forward this information to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

03/12/2013WRH00550Trade Missions Expenditure

03/12/2013WRH00600136. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 285 of 19 November 2013, the date on which the total 
costs of these trade missions will issue; if he will provide a list of the contracts signed and an-
nounced on each mission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51494/13]

03/12/2013WRH00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise 
Ireland is the Government agency responsible for the development and internationalisation of 
Irish enterprises. Enterprise Ireland has 30 offices worldwide to help Irish firms develop over-
seas markets. Each year, Enterprise Ireland organises a series of targeted international trade 
missions. 

The impact of trade missions together with the many other sales, marketing and trade pro-
motion efforts of Enterprise Ireland are reflected in the growth in exports of Enterprise Ireland 
clients and the jobs they sustain and create. As announced earlier this year, Irish companies set 
a new record for level of exports achieved - €16.2bn in 2012.  Exports now account for 54% of 
clients total sales, up from 51% in 2011. Total sales of client companies of Enterprise Ireland in 
2012 exceeded €30bn. Export growth was achieved across all overseas territories and this level 
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of growth is greatly supported by an extensive promotional programme, including trade events, 
trade fairs and trade missions. The employment and export figures for Enterprise Ireland clients 
in 2013 will be available following the completion of annual surveys in 2014.

There are obviously costs incurred by my Department and its agencies to ensure the success 
of these missions abroad. The table under shows the costs of the Trade Missions led by myself 
or Ministers of State in my Department since the Government came to office. It includes the 
travel and accommodation costs of the travelling Minister, officials from my Department and 
Enterprise Ireland, along with costs for Enterprise Ireland organised events, such as networking 
events and showcase events. It also takes account of contributions made by companies on trade 
missions.

Significant business is undertaken on these trade missions and, on occasions, companies 
work through the agencies to publicise their business successes.  It is only when a company 
wishes to promote their success that Enterprise Ireland would publicise company activities. 
Press Releases from the trade missions which outline some of the successes of the Irish com-
panies on these trade missions have been forwarded to the Deputy and are available on www.
oireachtasdebates.ie.  Any other contracts that are signed would be a private matter for a com-
pany.  

As regards the names of companies participating on trade missions, I am informed that En-
terprise Ireland takes the view that, while there may be press activity around a particular trade 
mission, it is generally for participating companies to disclose their interest in particular mar-
kets and not a matter for Government or its agencies. Matters of commercial sensitivity can also 
be a factor, as I indicated in my reply to Question No. 285. On this basis and in light of advice 
from Enterprise Ireland concerning the above question, details of specific company participa-
tion were not released at that time. However, following further consideration of the matter by 
Enterprise Ireland, it has been decided, in this instance, to release the names of the participating 
companies and organisations which are listed below. 

 2011
Date Destination Minister Cost Companies Participating
Apr 17-20 India/Saudi Arabia Minister Rich-

ard Bruton
€58,394 Athlone Institute of 

Technology
Irish Universities Associa-
tion

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

National University of 
Ireland Maynooth

Galway Mayo Institute of 
Technology

Trinity College Dublin

Institute of Technology 
Blanchardstown

University College Dublin

Institute of Technology 
Carlow

University of Limerick

Institute of Technology 
Cork

Waterford Institute of 
Technology

Institute of Technology 
Limerick

Sept 10-17 Australia Minister John 
Perry,

€55,685 Deep Insight Norkom

Mapflow Web Reservations
Principal Systems Acumen Resources
Curam Software Fexco
Daon Teamer
ValidSoft Currency Fair
Perigord Group Taxback
Practice Evolve Shimmer Research
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Date Destination Minister Cost Companies Participating
Netfort Slainte Healthcare
Zutec Glanta Ltd
Intuition Lincor
Learnosity Valentia Technologies
Pulse Learning OneView
ThirdForce Healthcare Informed
WBT Systems IMS Maxims
Greenstreets Episensor
Skillsoft Mobile Travel Tech.
I-CanDo The Now Factory
SpeedAuthor Arantech
Exaxe Openet
Information Mosaic i-conX
Trintech Idiro
Fineos Vilicom
Corvil Newbay
Intact

Sept 18-24 USA Minister Rich-
ard Bruton

€78,796 7C Global Technologies Mergon Healthcare

Accuris Networks Ltd neoSurgical
Adaptive Mobile NewBay Software
Allergy Standard Limited Oneview
Altobridge ONG Automation
Automsoft Open Oils
Bio-Medical Research Outdoor Media Connec-

tions
Biotector Polarlake Ltd
Cheval Equi Premium Power
Crème Software QUMAS
Cylon Rainmaker Technologies
Dairymaster RCSI
Daon Richard Keenan & Co
DPS Biometics Rockall Technologies Ltd
Dromone Engineering 
Limited

Safefood 360

Fifth Province Ventures 
Ltd.

Socrates

Fragrances of Ireland Softrace Ltd
Freeflow Storage Online Ltd
GenCell Biosystems The Now Factory
Global Business Register 
Ltd

Tomkins IP

H2 Compliance Trinity College Dublin
HKPB Scientific Trustwater Ltd
Information Mosaic Vigill Alerts Ltd
Innopharma Labs Vigitrust Ltd
Instant Upright Vordel Ltd
Intuition Waratek Ltd
Louet Woods Products William Fry
Luxcel Biosciences Zenith Technologies

2012 2012
Date Destination Minister Cost Companies Participating
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Date Destination Minister Cost Companies Participating
March 15-17 Finland/Sweden Minister John 

Perry
€9,141 Kingspan Techskills (CPL)

Softco Cylon Controls
Barclay Chemicals 
Manufacturing

Horsewear Ireland

Conor Engineering Dubarry
S3 AMCS
Glen Dimplex Openjaw Technologies
Barclay Chemicals 
Manufacturing

Information Mosaic

Gaeltech Aspire Technology
Ovelle Pharmaceutials

March 22-30 China Minister Rich-
ard Bruton

€74,432 Kingspan Techskills (CPL)

Softco Cylon Controls
Barclay Chemicals 
Manufacturing

Horsewear Ireland

Conor Engineering Dubarry
S3 AMCS
Glen Dimplex Openjaw Technologies
Barclay Chemicals 
Manufacturing

Information Mosaic

Gaeltech Aspire Technology
Ovelle Pharmaceutials

June 30- 
July 3

France Minister Rich-
ard Bruton

€39,424 Abtran Hostelworld

Access Control Technol-
ogy

Icon Clinical Research

Amray Interactive Services
ArcRoyal Intuition Publishing
Arran Chemical Irish Breeze
Ash Technologies Irish Dog Foods
Associated Rewinds JFC Manufacturing
ATA Tools Group Kavaleer
Automated Feeding 
Systems

Keenan

Barclay Chemicals Kingspan Insulation
BCD Engineering Kingspan Panneaux 

Sandwich
BHSL KMCS
BookAssist Lagan Cement
Botany Weaving Led Lighting
Brandvis Life Scientific
BrownBag Films Lifes2Good
Bruce Shaw Lincor
C&D Foods LLR-G5
C&F Automotive (Iralco) LSM Engineering
Cartoon Saloon Luzern
Castlebrook Magma
Cellix McHale
Chanelle Megazyme
Climote Merrion Pharma
Clondalkin Group Mincon International Ltd
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Date Destination Minister Cost Companies Participating
Coillte Multihog
Combilift  Murray Timber
Cork Institute of Tech-
nology

Nations Language Train-
ing

Cork Plastics Nolan Transport
Corvil Nualight
CRH Ocuco
Clinical Trial EndPoint Portwest
Cygnum Timber Frame Prosys
Cylon Controls PT Technologies Europe
Dairymaster Punch Industries
Data Display Qumas
Decawave Realex Payments
Design Partners Red Mills
Dortek Redfaire
Drive Rite Samco
Dromone Shay Murtagh
Dublin Aerospace Sigmoid Pharma
Eazysafe Skillsoft
Ecocem Standard Brands
EI Electronics Steripack
EzeTop Stone Developments
Firecrest Technical Engineering 

Group
Flightman (Aircraft Man-
agement Technologies)

Trinity Biotech

Freefoam Trulife
Glanta Vigitrust
Glen Dimplex France Visafirst (Taxback Group)
Glennon Brothers Vordel
Grafton Architects Wakely Engineering
Healthcomms Xeolas Pharmaceuticals
Hi-Spec Engineering Xtratherm
Horseware

Oct 27-Nov 2 Japan Minister Sean 
Sherlock

€88,016 Biosensia Glanbia Nutritionals 
Ireland Ltd.

Bord Bia /Irish Food 
Board

Luxcel Biosciences

Carbery Food Ingredients Sigmoid Pharma
Connacht Gold Statistical Solutions
Connemara Seafoods Teagasc
Connolly’s Red Mills Trinity Biotech
Dairygold Food Ingre-
dients

University College Cork

Deloitte & Touche Xeolas Pharmaceuticals
Nov 7-10 Canada Minister Rich-

ard Bruton
€46,474 Voxpro IPL Group

Intuition Publishing Softworks Workforce 
Solutions

MoneyMate Samco Agricultural Manu-
facturing

Openet Fexco Ltd
DNM Technology Nasc Technologies Ltd
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Date Destination Minister Cost Companies Participating
Barracuda FX Adaptive Mobile
Eishtec ZolkC
Accuris Networks Millmount Health
Lifes2good RCSI
FINEOS First Ireland Spirits
Ezetop Robert A Merry & Co 
Pixalert Castle Brands Inc
Exaxe Ltd Irish Dairy Board
SaaS Markets Beam (Cooley Distillery)
OnePosting

2013 2013
Date Destination Minister Cost Companies Participating
Feb 26-27 Stuttgart Minister Sean 

Sherlock
€44,820 Abrel Products Ltd Pro-Tek Medical Ltd

Anecto Ltd Scivo Precision Ltd
Asgard Cleanroom Solu-
tions Ltd

Timoney Technology

Enbu Consulting Ltd TransSolve
Lincor Solutions Ltd TTM Healthcare
Mergon Healthcare Quest Computing
Premier Tax Free

March 5-9 
March

Texas Minister Rich-
ard Bruton

€62,692 45sound parkbytext

Adaptive Mobile Popdeem
AMCS Group Pressco
Aviation Selection Con-
sultants

proTunes

Axonista Pubble
Cathx Incorportaed SCHIVO Group
DiaryMonitor SerCom Solutions
DIT Skynet Labs
Duolog Technologies Soundwave Analytics 

Limited
FreeFlow StoryToys
Freightwatch SureSkills Inc.
Furious Tribe TeamworkPM
Instant Upright The Now Factory
Interactive Services Trintech
Intuition Trust5
LotusWorks VOXPRO
Mingoa Vu2Vu Networks
Monex Financial Ser-
vices

WholeWorldBand

N-Tier Securities Devel-
opment Studio Ltd

WiseTek

May 13-16 Poland & Czech 
Republic

Minister John 
Perry

€16,246 Aubren PM GROUP

Book Assist Portwest
BioAtlantis PPI
Cylon Controls Realtime Technologies
Deep Insight Seratel
Emydex (Pace Computing)
Espion Salmon Software
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Date Destination Minister Cost Companies Participating
Grafton Recruitment Silicon & Software Sys-

tems (S3 Group)
Headcount Solutions Technicl Engineering 

Group
Height for Hire / Easi 
UpLifts

Ventac

ID Technology Videobot
Intuition Publishing Visual ID
Mergon Group Wejchert and Partners 

Architects
Monex Zapa Technology Lenwol 

Ltd T/A
NuaLight 3V Transaction Services 

Ltd
Playprint

21st July to China / Japan Minister Rich-
ard Bruton

€13,783 This was primarily an 
IDA ireland investment 
mission

27th  2013
16th–21st 
Nov

India Minister Rich-
ard Bruton

Costs not 
yet avail-
able

A&L Goodbody Zenith Technologies

PaytoStudy Arran Chemicals
PM Group Cork Institute of Technol-

ogy
PWC Dublin Business School
Taxback Ltd Dublin City University
Weddings Online Dublin Institute of Tech-

nology
ARI Galway Mayo Institute of 

Technology
Microbide Griffith College
Teagasc Institute of Technology 

Blanchardstown (ITB)
Hybrid Limerick Institute of 

Technology
Brown Bag Films Limerick Institute of 

Technology (LIT)
FKP Architects National College of Ire-

land (NCI)
Glanbia Plc National University of 

Ireland, Galway
Bord Bia NUI Galway
Irish Dairy Board NUI Maynooth
Kerry Group Plc Shannon College of Hotel 

Management
Connolly Redmills Trinity College Dublin
Soundwave University College Cork
CRH Plc University College Dublin
C & C Group University of Limerick
HMH Waterford Institute of 

Technology
Instant Upright 
The Now Factory  

In relation to the Deputy’s previous Question, where neither a Minister nor Minister of State 
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led a Trade Mission, I will arrange to have the information forwarded to the Deputy when it is 
received from Enterprise Ireland. 

03/12/2013WRH00750Trade Missions

03/12/2013WRH00800137. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his plans 
regarding a trade mission to Russia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51564/13]

03/12/2013WRH00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My colleague, 
the Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, Mr Alan Kelly T.D., 
led an Enterprise Ireland trade mission to Russia from 7 to 10 October, 2013.  Based in Mos-
cow, this trade mission was organised with the support of the Irish embassy in Russia and 
included 20 best-in-class Irish companies from the aviation sector. Russia has become a key 
export market over the past two years for many of these companies and the mission was aimed 
at reinforcing the broad range of products and services they offer to Russian airlines and avia-
tion buyers.  The trade mission was built around Russia’s leading aviation forum, ‘Wings of 
Russia’, which Minister Kelly addressed. The Minister’s schedule during the visit included a 
series of meetings with representatives of the Russian Federation Government, Moscow City 
Government, Kaluga region Government, Russian Aviation Authorities, RosKosmos (the Rus-
sian Space Agency), meetings with Irish companies and their Russian partners and customers, 
and a series of events promoting the capabilities and strengths of Irish companies in the aviation 
sector. 

Enterprise Ireland does not currently have plans for a further trade mission to Russia in 
2014.  However, the schedule for 2014 mission has yet to be finalised. 

03/12/2013WRH00950Work Permit Appeals

03/12/2013WRH01000138. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
a decision will be made on an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) who has sought an 
extension to a work permit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51601/13]

03/12/2013WRH01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  A Work Per-
mit application in respect of the person named by the Deputy was refused on 21 October 2013. 
In accordance with Section 13 of the Employment Permits Act 2006 a review of this decision 
was sought by the applicant. I can inform the Deputy that a Work Permit issued on 29 Novem-
ber 2013 on foot of this review. 

03/12/2013WRH01150Work Permit Criteria

03/12/2013WRH01200139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will set out the procedure to be followed to regularise their position in the case of non-EU 
nationals employed here, in some instances for up to ten years, occasionally employed by State 
agencies and meeting their statutory requirements in respect of PRSI, income tax and all other 
obligations but due to lack of work permit or updated residency status are now being informed 
by their employers which have been contacted by the Revenue Commissioners to the effect 
that they must cease employment notwithstanding the fact that many such persons hold pivotal 
positions in the workforce, have made a major contribution to society and continue to do so; if 
in such circumstances their situation can be urgently examined with a view to regularisation of 
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their position; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51680/13]

03/12/2013WRH01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The employ-
ment of foreign nationals in the State is governed by the Employment Permits Acts 2003 to 
2013. The law is clear on the matter of employment of 3rd country nationals - it is illegal for 
such a 3rd country national to be employed without the State’s permission and it is an offence 
for both the 3rd country national and the employer concerned.  Illegal employment of 3rd coun-
try nationals creates a serious problem for the employees concerned in that they do not have a 
legally binding contract of employment and cannot therefore rely on such a contract in asserting 
their rights under the contract and under the wide spectrum of employment rights legislation.

Migrant workers are a vulnerable class of people and language difficulties, cultural dif-
ferences, and lack of social networks can disadvantage migrants and increase the potential 
for abuse by unscrupulous employers. Ireland has a very thorough employment rights legal 
framework.  Careful consideration is given to the potential for abuse and many of the criteria 
in evaluating employment permits applications focus on the bona-fides of the employer and the 
protection of the employee.  This feature of the employment permits regime will be preserved 
in the new Employment Permits Bill currently being drafted.

Following the result of the High Court Judgement of 31 August 2012 concerning Mr. You-
nis, I committed to amending the legislation in order to provide a defence for the employee 
which will then give the courts some discretion on the matter. Also, subject to Government ap-
proval, I intend to introduce new safeguards in the legislation that will ensure that the situation 
which arose in the Younis case will be prevented in future in a manner which does not under-
mine legal principles and ensures that an employer cannot benefit from the fact that a contract 
of employment is illegal and therefore not legally binding.

Another key feature of the new Bill, subject to Government approval, will be the establish-
ment on a statutory footing of an Employment Permit for dealing with 3rd country nationals 
who have, to use a parlance, “fallen out of” the Employment Permits regime. I recognise that 
there can be situations where such a 3rd country national can find themselves falling out of the 
Employment Permits’ regime through circumstances beyond their control or even as a result of 
their omission to keep their Employment Permit up to date.  Such people may have established 
roots in Ireland and it can be in the public interest to facilitate a reactivation of their inclusion 
within a legal employment framework through the granting of an Employment Permit.

There will be three overriding principles concerning an application for an Employment 
Permit of this type. Firstly, the application process and administration must be clear and ap-
proachable from the perspective of an applicant. Secondly, the employee concerned must have 
originally entered the labour market legally through the Employment Permits system. I do not 
want to create a mechanism capable of abuse or considered as an alternative to the normal Em-
ployment Permit process. Also, it is logical that an Employment Permits Bill deals only with 
Employment Permits matters. The third principle will be that the employee must not currently 
be in employment illegally - it would be counter-intuitive for an applicant to apply for a permit 
under one section of the Act whilst at the same time potentially committing an offence under 
another section of the Act.

I should also point out that it continues to be the case that an employer can be prosecuted 
for breaches of employment law including the Employment Permits Acts and it is the National 
Employment Rights Authority’s policy to pursue such breaches.

Finally, in terms of the current status of the Employment Permits Bill, the drafting process 
is almost concluded and I envisage submitting it to Government for approval at the earliest op-
portunity.
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03/12/2013WRH01350Redundancy Payments

03/12/2013WRH01400140. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the mecha-
nism available to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare to obtain information regarding 
a former employer; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51703/13]

03/12/2013WRH01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Claims in re-
spect of statutory redundancy and minimum notice, where they remain unpaid, can be taken to 
the Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT). A claim for statutory redundancy must be submitted 
within one year from the date of dismissal, and up to two years at the discretion of the Tribunal 
and where reasonable cause is shown. There is no statutory limit for submitting a claim for 
minimum notice, but a claim is likely to be considered by the Tribunal if submitted within six 
years of the date of dismissal.

Where the employment has ended and arrears of pay, payment for holidays accrued but 
untaken and public holiday benefit are outstanding the employee can submit a complaint to 
the Rights Commissioners Service (RCS) under the Payment of Wages Act.  These complaints 
must be submitted with six months of the date of dismissal.  If a Rights Commissioner is satis-
fied that there are exceptional circumstances he/she may decide to extend the period for up to a 
further six months. Further information on employees’ statutory employment rights or general 
information in relation to submitting a complaint may be obtained from the Workplace Rela-
tions Customer Service Unit at 1890 80 80 90.

The contact details for a Receiver, Liquidator or the Examiner of a registered company is 
available by reference to the publicly accessible Companies Registration Office file for the rel-
evant company. This file may be searched online through www.cro.ie.

Please also note that a proprietor may also trade under a trading name without registering as 
a company. In those circumstances any insolvency matters arising would be more appropriate 
to bankruptcy or personal Insolvency legislation.  I have provided contact details below for the 
Insolvency Service of Ireland.

 Insolvency Service of Ireland
 Block 2
 Phoenix House
 Conyngham Road
 Dublin 8                     
 www.isi.gov.ie
 Telephone: 076 106 4200 (9am to 6pm).

03/12/2013WRH01550Enterprise Support Services Provision

03/12/2013WRH01600141. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
supports that are available for social enterprises (details supplied) that are upskilling persons 
and providing produce for local businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51827/13]

03/12/2013WRH01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Earlier this 
year, Forfás published a report on Social Enterprise in Ireland.  What is clear from the Forfás 
report is that social enterprises are not a homogenous group.  There are many different types of 
social enterprises engaged in a wide variety of activity.  The spectrum ranges from enterprises 
that are fully dependent on State support, to a small number of commercially trading companies.  
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The Forfás report shows that supports for social enterprises are provided by a number of 
Government Departments and agencies. These include the Department of Social Protection, the 
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government and the Department of 
Health/HSE.  Social enterprises that are operating commercially and developing self-sustaining 
business models can currently benefit from advisory supports provided by the City and County 
Enterprise Boards which come under the remit of my Department.  However, the Forfas report 
indicates that of 1,400 social enterprises in Ireland in 2009, only one-third generated any trad-
ing income.

Funding is also available to social enterprises under the new Microenterprise Loan Fund 
which is administered by Microfinance Ireland.  

The Taoiseach has assigned responsibility to Minister of State Sean Sherlock, T.D. on a 
personal basis for developing the social enterprise sector across Government, with secretariat 
support provided by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.

Minister Sherlock has established and chairs an Inter-Departmental Group which includes 
the key Departments of Environment, Community and Local Government, Social Protection, 
Agriculture, Food and Marine, Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Health, and Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation. The group held its first meeting in October, and is scheduled to meet again in 
December. 

03/12/2013WRH01750Enterprise Ireland Funding

03/12/2013WRH01800142. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if two 
companies (details supplied) in County Cork received any grant funding from Enterprise Ire-
land, and the amount they received in total. [51844/13]

03/12/2013WRH01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand 
from Enterprise Ireland that the companies concerned received grant funding from Enterprise 
Ireland.

Enterprise Ireland paid grant funding to the companies in question totalling €202,005.83.  
These grants were awarded over a period beginning in 1997 and concluding in 2012 under pro-
grammes covering areas such as Research and Development and Capital grants.

The grant inspection and payment process includes a comprehensive review of each grant 
claim, such as achieving certain milestones, against approved projects to ensure all expendi-
tures claimed are in line with the original approval and the financial and associated records of 
the grantee are in order.

03/12/2013WRH01950Intellectual Property Management

03/12/2013WRH02000143. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in view 
of the commencement of intellectual property based derivatives trading by IPXI, Chicago, in 
June, the actions being taken vis-à-vis the report entitled Feasibility Study for Making Ireland a 
World Centre for Managing and Trading in Intellectual Property January 2013; when this report 
will be published; the main conclusions and actionable recommendations of the report; when 
these recommendations will be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51877/13]

03/12/2013WRH02100Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean 
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Sherlock): In order to deliver on a commitment in the Programme for Government which was 
further articulated in the Action Plan for Jobs 2012, my Department commissioned a Feasibil-
ity Study to examine what structures and policies could be developed to make Ireland a world 
centre for managing and trading in intellectual property. The objectives of the study were to 
identify and describe the emerging trends in IP Portfolio Management in corporations globally; 
and taking account of such global emerging trends, to identify options and models for Ireland to 
leverage its existing strengths to become an internationally attractive centre for managing and 
trading in IP, such that this could realise an economic and jobs potential. 

The Study, which was undertaken by Deloitte, is now being considered by officials in my 
Department in the context of wider policy developments and economic conditions domestically 
and globally.

03/12/2013WRH02150Copyright Legislation Review

03/12/2013WRH02200144. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will confirm, having received a copy of the report prepared by the copyright review committee, 
which he established in 2011 that he has assessed the recommendations therein, including the 
draft Bill attached thereto; when he proposes to bring forward appropriate legislation to imple-
ment the said recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51953/13]

03/12/2013WRH02300Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean 
Sherlock): A Report entitled “Modernising Copyright” compiled by the independent Copyright 
Review Committee comprising Dr. Eoin O’Dell of Trinity College, Professor Steve Hedley of 
University College Cork and Ms Patricia McGovern of DFMG Solicitors was published on 29 
October 2013 last.  The Report followed from the establishment in May 2011 of the Copyright 
Review Committee to examine current Irish copyright legislation to identify any areas that 
might be perceived as creating barriers to innovation and to make recommendations as to how 
these barriers might be overcome through changes to legislation.  The Report, published by the 
Copyright Review Committee, involved an extensive consultation process by the Committee, 
and contains in excess of 60 recommendations covering a diverse range of copyright issues.  
My Department is currently engaged in conducting a detailed analysis of the recommendations 
in the Report which I expect will take until early 2014 to complete. I would hope thereafter, to 
be in a position to bring the results of our examination to Government with recommendations, 
including in relation to proposed legislative amendments.

As part of our initial examination of the Report’s recommendations, I am very interested in 
hearing the views of all interested parties so that, as a first step, my Department has arranged 
for the convening of a public Forum at which the members of the Copyright Review Committee 
will be present to present on the Report and to respond to issues arising.  This Forum is being 
held in the Royal Irish Academy on 9 December next and registration for the Forum can be 
completed on my Department’s website at www.djei.ie.

In Ireland, as in many countries throughout the world, there has been a growing recognition 
of the need to ensure that copyright legislation remains fit for purpose in the digital age and the 
specific challenges that it presents.  This is also an issue on which the EU is currently deliberat-
ing and I understand that a consultation by the European Commission on copyright is imminent.

03/12/2013WRH02350Media Mergers

03/12/2013WRH02400145. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the prog-
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ress of legislation to deal with media ownership which will promote diversity and prevent 
monopolies; if he has had discussions with the Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources on the matter; and when such legislation will be introduced into the legisla-
tive process. [51959/13]

03/12/2013WRH02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The purpose 
of the proposed Consumer Protection and Competition Bill is, amongst other things, to imple-
ment the recommendations of the Advisory Group on Media Mergers. Work is at an advanced 
stage on the drafting of the Bill and it is hoped to finalise it before the end of the year. 

Given the proposed transfer of responsibility for the public interest test in relation to media 
mergers to the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, my officials are 
working closely with officials from that Department and the Office of the Parliamentary Coun-
sel in the matter. 

03/12/2013WRH02550Social Welfare Benefits

03/12/2013WRH02600146. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection the supports 
that are available to support the return to work including covering the costs associated with 
respect to returning to work in the self-employed sector of persons who have been out on long-
term sick leave.  [51792/13]

03/12/2013WRH02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department operates two 
schemes to assist people on social welfare who wish to commence self-employment; namely 
the Short Term Enterprise Allowance (STEA) and the Back to Work Enterprise Allowance (BT-
WEA).  The STEA provides immediate access to support where people who have lost their jobs 
and qualify for jobseekers’ benefit wish to set up a business. Payment under the scheme is at the 
same rate and for the same duration as their entitlement to jobseeker’s benefit.

The BTWEA is designed to allow the long term unemployed, lone parents, people with 
disabilities and other social welfare recipients to return to the active labour force by setting up 
a self-employment business. Participants on this scheme retain a reducing proportion of their 
qualifying social welfare payment over two years. In general, the qualifying period for the back 
to work enterprise allowance is twelve months in receipt of a qualifying social welfare pay-
ment.  Under both schemes, those taking up self-employment must develop a viable and sus-
tainable business plan. Support for the presentation of business idea and subsequent develop-
ment of a business plan is available from local development companies and this Department’s 
local employment support/sase officers. My Department also provides further support to people 
who qualify for the BTWEA through the Technical Assistance and Training Scheme (TATS).  
TATS allows access to up to €1,000 of grant support towards certain business start-up expenses.  

The Department can also provide support to self-employed persons who experience busi-
ness downturn and need assistance by way of income support via the jobseeker’s payment.  
Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) provides a basic weekly allowance to eligible people 
who have little or no income. A person can continue to work in their business and get income 
support, other conditions having been met.

Details of all schemes and self-employment supports are available on the Department’s 
website - www.welfare.ie or by visiting any of the Department’s offices or Intreo centres.

03/12/2013WRH02750Defined Benefit Pension Schemes
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03/12/2013WRH02800147. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ensure 
that the views of existing pensioners are taken into account in finalising the new priority order 
for defined benefit pension schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51292/13]

03/12/2013WRH02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The issue of how the assets of a 
defined benefits pension scheme are distributed in the event of the wind up of a pension scheme 
has been  the subject of considerable deliberation and consultation over the last few years. 

As you are aware this is a complex and sensitive issue and required careful consideration 
before any change is made to the current wind up priority order.

The consultation process included engagement with stakeholder representative and engage-
ment with external consultants who provided technical assistance in considering possible al-
ternative approaches to how the assets of a scheme might be distributed on the wind up of a 
scheme.

The stakeholder consultation took place in 2012 and included representatives from the em-
ployers, trade unions, pensioners and the pensions industry. All representatives were invited to 
make submissions on the issue.

The amendments to the priority order as set out in the Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) 
Bill 2013 provides greater equity for all scheme beneficiaries and takes account of the concerns 
raised by all representative groups.

03/12/2013WRH02950Community Welfare Services

03/12/2013WRH03000148. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if the introduc-
tion of the Intreo service is intended to dispense with the role the community welfare officer 
currently plays; the number of offices that have been closed since the scheme was introduced; 
the number she plans to close and the time frame she is working to; where the staff have been 
deployed to; the way emergencies are to be handled in the absence of a CWO; if consideration 
has been given to the additional administrative burden elsewhere within her Department where 
assistance in making applications assisted in avoiding incorrect or inappropriate applications; 
what provision has been made to cover the travel costs of those who must travel to larger popu-
lation centres; the estimated saving; under what heading will savings be made; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [51302/13]

03/12/2013WRH03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A key objective of the transfer of 
the Community Welfare Service from the Health Service Executive to the Department on 1st 
October 2011 was to provide a streamlined and consistent service to the customer.  As part of 
this process and to support the Department’s activation commitments under the Pathways to 
Work Programme and the development of Intreo services nationally, it has been necessary to 
review the administration of all its services across its remit including the community welfare 
service (CWS). 

The Pathways to Work Programme includes the provision of opportunities, support and 
assistance to unemployed people by intensifying the Department’s level of engagement with 
them, in particular, those who are, or become, long-term unemployed.  The Intreo service de-
livery model offers practical, tailored employment services and supports for jobseekers and this 
new service model, which is more efficient in its delivery, is currently being rolled out across 
the country with roll-out due to be completed for all offices by end 2014.  It is expected that 
three hundred staff will be redeployed to these activities by the end of the year including staff 
from the CWS.
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Overall, this is resulting in a rebalancing of resources across the Department’s range of 
activities including the relocation of some staff to main centres, primarily Intreo offices. The 
introduction of Intreo is not intended to dispense with the CWS service but will provide a full 
range of services, including the CWS and these will, in general, be available in one location.  

The CWS play a vital role within the overall social welfare system in providing a responsive 
and flexible approach to meeting the needs of the disadvantaged.  The role of the CWS and the 
objectives of the Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) scheme which they administer are 
compatible with the goals and objectives of this Department having regard to income support, 
social inclusion and integration of services. The need for a flexible and responsive approach to 
meet the needs of members of the public experiencing disadvantage continues to remain central 
to the CWS following its integration to the Department.  The service will also continue to pro-
vide key information, advice, advocacy and referral links between agencies.

To maximise the effectiveness and efficiency of their operation and to ensure continuity 
of service in the light of reducing resources, some 370 CWS clinics have been re-structured 
during the last 2 years where the level of demand for a service was low.  This included offices 
where limited weekly CWS public clinics were held, in some cases for only one to two hours 
per week.

Where a closure has occurred, an increased level of service has been made available to the 
customers from these areas at alternative locations in the general vicinity.  The change is a move 
away from the traditional model of one officer serving an individual location and delivering the 
full range of community welfare services, towards a sustainable team-based approach which is 
more efficient, effective and economical.  The new arrangements have enhanced service provi-
sion, lead to greater value for money in terms of savings in respect of costs such as rent and 
have facilitated an improved utilisation of staff resources.

Where the CWS has been re-structured, alternative arrangements have been put in place to 
ensure that customers are provided with on-going access to the supports provided by the service.  
In general, this means that the frequency of available public clinics has increased, an improved 
phone service is available and alternative arrangements are in place for those who cannot travel, 
for example due to illness, including arranging a visit to the client’s home if necessary.

The Department’s services are continually monitored and kept under review by manage-
ment taking account of the views of staff, public representatives and users of the service to 
ensure that the best use is made of all available resources with a view to providing an efficient 
service.  I am very conscious of the need to provide efficient and effective customer facing 
services at a local level for clients of the Department.  It is therefore essential that the services 
provided are reconstituted to meet the changing needs of Irish society.

03/12/2013WRJ00150Invalidity Pension Appeals

03/12/2013WRJ00200149. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on the review of a invalidity pension application in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51317/13]

03/12/2013WRJ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 25 
November 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
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tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/12/2013WRJ00350National Internship Scheme Placements

03/12/2013WRJ00400150. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection the way her Depart-
ment defines job displacement in relation to JobBridge.  [51320/13]

03/12/2013WRJ00500152. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection further to the waiving 
of the six month cooling-off period allowing an employer to take on another intern immediately 
if the previous intern was employed by the host organisation or another company, if the intern-
ship should be fully completed, that is, for its full six or nine-month duration, for this to take 
place; whether an intern is hired several months after his or her internship has ended but prior 
to the six-month cooling-off period if the original host organisation take on another intern or 
must the intern be hired within a certain timeframe for the waiving of the cooling-off period.  
[51322/13]

03/12/2013WRJ00600163. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection the current number of 
JobBridge placements; the number there have been since the scheme was introduced on a coun-
ty basis in tabular form; and the number of applicants who have secured permanent employ-
ment in their sponsor companies.  [51419/13]

03/12/2013WRJ00700187. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection who is the person 
responsible for ensuring that JobBridge participants are not taken advantage of and that par-
ticipants are employed on their stated projects; the avenue available to those who have taken 
up a JobBridge placement and who have found they are not gaining the experience promised 
to them; the total number of persons currently in employment on a JobBridge placement; the 
number of JobBridge placements that are employed in the public sector where a moratorium 
on employment exists and where no full time employment can be offered; the number of Job-
Bridge participants that have gained full time employment from their employer following their 
placement; the number of JobBridge placements which have failed prior to completion of the 
nine month period; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51852/13]

03/12/2013WRJ00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
150, 152, 163 and 187 together.

As at 28 November, 2013, there had been 23,845 internships since JobBridge came into 
operation, of which 6,543 individuals are currently on internships.  The Table below contains 
a breakdown by County of internships completed and internships currently undertaken.  The 
independent evaluation of JobBridge conducted by Indecon Economic Consultants found that 
61% of participants progressed into paid employment.  The latest data from the Department 
indicate that 58% of these progress into employment with their host organisation and 42% do 
so with another company.

In the context of JobBridge, displacement can arise where the internship opportunity being 
advertised is replacing an existing job vacancy or where a company terminates the employment 
of a staff member and then seeks to take on an intern to cover the duties previously undertaken 
by that staff member.  The recent evaluation report found low levels of displacement and dead-
weight.

Where an intern moves directly into employment upon immediately finishing a JobBridge 
internship the cooling-off period is waived and the host organisation can re-advertise in the 
same area of activity.  This applies whether the intern finishes early or completes the full term 
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of the internship.  In all other cases, the six-month cooling-off period applies from the point 
in time when the internship finishes, even if it finishes before the full term. Organisations who 
release an intern but subsequently recruit that intern a number of months later are still subject 
to this 6 month rule.

A network of officials in the JobBridge team, National Contact Centre and local Divisions 
are engaged in monitoring compliance with JobBridge criteria.  The Department has conducted 
over 3,800 on-site monitoring visits to ensure scheme compliance. JobBridge is a voluntary 
scheme.  Any intern who finds that the internship does not meet their needs is free to leave the 
internship and may have up to a maximum of 3 internships for a maximum cumulative period of 
18 months.  Interns may also report dissatisfaction with, or abuse of, the scheme or a particular 
internship directly to the JobBridge team via the online form on the “contact us” section of the 
JobBridge website.

Of the 23,845 placements to-date, 5,192 or 22% of these placements have been in the public 
sector.  1,557 of these placements are currently active with 3,635 placements completed.

The Indecon evaluation also found that there is a very high rate of employment among 
participants who completed their internships in the public sector with 41% of these interns pro-
gressing into paid employment.  

In the overall context, 53% of placements are completed in full while 47% of placements 
are completed early.  However, it is important to highlight that 63% of jobseekers leave their 
placement early to take up immediate employment, in many cases with their host organisation.

  Table 1.   Breakdown of Internships By County

County Finished Current Total
DUBLIN 5,982 2,055 8,037
CORK 1,677 582 2,259
GALWAY 1,135 407 1,542
LIMERICK 866 359 1,225
WATERFORD 590 214 804
DONEGAL              556 246 802
KILDARE           574 223 797
TIPPERARY 532 225 757
KERRY                484 209 693
WEXFORD             514 174 688
MAYO               390 209 599
LOUTH              416 172 588
WESTMEATH          407 159 566
MEATH                371 172 543
CLARE         369 158 527
WICKLOW           384 111 495
SLIGO  315 136 451
MONAGHAN           266 139 405
KILKENNY             257 87 344
LAOIS               243 86 329
CAVAN              215 108 323
CARLOW               226 86 312
OFFALY        203 86 289
ROSCOMMON            118 65 183
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County Finished Current Total
LONGFORD             133 44 177
LEITRIM  79 31 110
Grand Total 17,302 6,543 23,845

Data as at 28/11/13

03/12/2013WRJ00850Labour Activation Measures

03/12/2013WRJ00900151. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection further to approximate-
ly 2,400 jobseekers who have had penalty rates applied to their payments for failure to accept 
offers of education, training or employment, if any of these penalties related to the JobBridge 
scheme; if not, if she will provide a breakdown of specific training schemes and education 
schemes which featured in this list.  [51321/13]

03/12/2013WRJ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Legislation provides that penalty 
rate payments may be imposed by a Deciding Officer where jobseekers fail, without good 
cause, to comply with activation measures.  

Activation measures include the requirement to attend group or individual meetings, and/
or avail of suitable education, training or development opportunities, or specified employment 
programmes, which are considered appropriate to a person’s circumstances.

The specific employment programmes & schemes, and courses of education, training & 
development, which have been prescribed for the purposes of the legislation are as follows:

- Community Employment

- A course of training or development provided by or on behalf of SOLAS

- A course of education, training or development provided by or on behalf of an Education 
& Training Board (ETB)

- Such other course of education, training or development as may be approved by or on be-
half of the Minister from time to time 

Currently, the JobBridge National Internship Scheme is not prescribed for the purposes of 
the legislation, therefore, penalty rates do not apply for failure to avail of this scheme.

Question No. 152 answered with Question No. 150.

03/12/2013WRJ01150Work Placement Programmes

03/12/2013WRJ01200153. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection in respect of the Tús 
and Gateway schemes designed to get the long-term unemployed into employment, the reason 
participants cannot leave these schemes if they find part-time work (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51323/13]

03/12/2013WRJ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Tús and Gateway were introduced 
by the Department of Social Protection to deliver on the policy objectives set out in Pathways to 
Work.  Both initiatives are designed to bridge the gap between unemployment and re-entering 
the workforce.  Participants on both schemes are required to work in their placement for an 
average of 19.5 hours per week which allows for participation in part-time work or educa-
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tion.  Participants are encouraged to engage in part-time work or education outside the time 
spent working on the respective scheme.  Part-time work or training must not interfere with the 
participant’s work on Tús or Gateway.  Implementing Bodies are required to provide flexible 
arrangements to accommodate the participant. In general, it is not possible for a participant to 
terminate their engagement on Tús or Gateway to move to part-time work.  Participants are 
encouraged to engage in work search whilst engaged on the initiatives and will be supported to 
leave to pursue a full time job option.

03/12/2013WRJ01350Personal Public Service Numbers

03/12/2013WRJ01400154. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide details, in tabular form and by country of origin, the number of PPS numbers that were 
awarded to inward migrants into Ireland during 2012; if she will provide details of the number 
of those PPS numbers to which payments from her Department were awarded in 2012; the total 
amount paid in respect of such PPS numbers; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[51333/13]

03/12/2013WRJ01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A Personal Public Service Number 
(PPS Number) may be allocated to a person who can show that he or she has a requirement for 
one in order to carry out a transaction with a specified body, and provides proof of identity, and 
evidence of address. The allocation of a PPS Number to a person does not, in itself, provide any 
entitlement to residency, employment or welfare rights.

Details of Personal Public Service Numbers (PPS Numbers) allocated during the year 2012 
are available on my Department’s Website here: 

http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Personal-Public-Service-Number-Statistics-on-Numbers-
Issued.aspx.

The other figures which the Deputy is looking for are not available.

03/12/2013WRJ01550Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

03/12/2013WRJ01600155. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of recipients, who were in receipt of domiciliary care allowance, to have been found ineligible 
for disability allowance on reaching the age of 16 since January 2013; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51334/13]

03/12/2013WRJ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Statistics for the number of unsuc-
cessful disability allowance applications since January 2013 who were previously in receipt of 
domiciliary care allowance are not maintained.

It is estimated from data available that the number of persons who were in receipt of domi-
ciliary care allowance and found to be ineligible for disability allowance to date in 2013 is ap-
proximately 370.

03/12/2013WRJ01750Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRJ01800156. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of of-
ficials in her Department who receive the cost of club membership fees, including sports clubs 
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and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the total cost per year to her 
Department of paying such fees; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51371/13]

03/12/2013WRJ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As part of their contract of em-
ployment, the Department pays the cost of professional bodies’ fees for persons employed in 
the Department as medical and accounting professionals.  The payment of these fees is based on 
the contractual requirement to maintain full registration with the relevant professional accred-
ited body, e.g., the Irish Medical Council and Chartered Accountants of Ireland, while holding 
their appointment within the Department.

In addition, the Department also finances the cost of professional accreditation fees where 
the area of accreditation is directly related to the business role of staff within the Department, 
e.g., Chartered Institute of Internal Auditors, Chartered Institute of Personal Development.

The total cost of payments to professional bodies in 2013, in respect of 81 members of staff, 
amounts to €23,566.

The Department does not pay membership fees to any sports clubs or other such organisa-
tions on behalf of any of its employees.

03/12/2013WRJ01950Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRJ02000157. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department 
pays for any of its employees to receive third level qualifications; if so, the annual cost for each 
of the past five years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a result of receiving this 
qualification; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51385/13]

03/12/2013WRJ02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In line with its Learning and De-
velopment Strategy 2013-2015, the Department promotes a learning culture where it provides 
staff and management with learning and development opportunities both internally and exter-
nally, including supports to attain third level qualifications.

Participation in third level programmes is supported through refunding fees paid by staff 
undertaking these courses.  The areas of study which are funded reflect the Department’s cur-
rent and future business needs.  No financial bonus is paid to recipients on achievement of the 
relevant qualification.

The table below sets out details of total payments and numbers of recipients in respect of 
third-level fees paid by the Department in each academic year from 2008/09 to 2012/13:

Academic Year Cost of Fees Paid No. of Persons
2008-2009 € 184,937 95
2009-2010 €174,593 76
2010-2011 € 191,268 94
2011-2012 € 204,828 93
2012-2013 € 194,547 98

03/12/2013WRJ02150Invalidity Pension Appeals

03/12/2013WRJ02200158. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for an 
invalidity pension appeal will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51395/13]
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03/12/2013WRJ02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 22 July 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Depart-
ment of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 
21 October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 159 withdrawn.

03/12/2013WRJ02450Carer’s Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRJ02500160. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [51406/13]

03/12/2013WRJ02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14 Oc-
tober 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/12/2013WRJ02650Disability Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRJ02700161. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [51408/13]

03/12/2013WRJ02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14 Oc-
tober 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.
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03/12/2013WRJ02850Redundancy Payments

03/12/2013WRJ02900162. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
enhanced redundancy packages in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Tipperary; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51412/13]

03/12/2013WRJ03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As previously advised, on  7 De-
cember 2011, and on 27 November 2012 the issue of statutory redundancy was heard before the 
Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) with 22 appellants seeking a redundancy payment. The 
EAT upheld that 20 of the 22 appellants were entitled to a statutory redundancy payment from 
their former employer, the organisation to which the Deputy refers. The appeals of the other two 
appellants were withdrawn at the hearing.  Following the EAT decision, redundancy lump sum 
claims in respect of the 20 eligible employees were received by the Department.  The 20 claims 
have been awarded and payment of their statutory redundancy entitlement, issued directly to 
those former employees in May 2012. It should also be noted that when the project closed, FÁS 
offered each JI Participant on the scheme alternative employment with other community em-
ployers in Tipperary including the retention of accumulated service and pay.  These positions 
were approved by FÁS, were additional to existing positions and would not have displaced jobs 
of existing workers. Only one person took up this offer.  In relation to an enhanced severance 
package, to which the Deputy refers, I am advised that no basis exists to enable payment of an 
enhanced severance package in this case. 

The Department has no outstanding statutory redundancy payment claims on hand in re-
spect of the organisation to which the Deputy refers.

Question No. 163 answered with Question No. 150.

Question No. 164 withdrawn.

Carer’s Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRK00300165. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a carer’s allow-
ance appeal will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [51437/13]

03/12/2013WRK00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
30 October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Disability Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRK00500166. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) in County Monaghan has been waiting for an outcome of a review of his or 
her eligibility for disability allowance since 26 July 2013; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51489/13]
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03/12/2013WRK00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/12/2013WRK00650Social Welfare Payments Administration

03/12/2013WRK00700167. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to remove 
the cash post office payment option with regard to the State pension; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51518/13]

03/12/2013WRK00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government has approved a 
Payments Strategy for this Department which has the aim of modernising its payment processes 
and approaches over the coming years.  It includes the objective of progressively migrating the 
bulk of the Department’s customers to electronic methods of payment, subject to satisfactory 
arrangements for all of the Department’s business and anti-fraud requirements.  This is a key 
element of the Government’s wider National Payments Plan which is aimed at reducing costs 
and improving the competitiveness of the Irish economy.  The estimated net cost to the Depart-
ment of issuing a payment in cash is six and a half times more than paying to an account in a 
financial institution.  Clearly, with some 87 million payments per annum being issued by the 
Department - 50% of which are in cash - every effort should be made to drive efficiencies where 
they are available within our payments processes. The Payment Strategy will be published in 
the near future.  

The progressive migration of customers to electronic payments will include those in receipt 
of state pension.  It is anticipated that the majority of welfare payments will eventually be made 
by EFT into accounts in financial institutions, but it is also expected there will be a sizeable 
minority that may not be able or wish to use such financial institutions or whom the Department 
may wish to manage otherwise as part of its control and anti-fraud measures.  Accordingly, the 
Strategy sets out how an alternative electronic solution will be procured to accommodate such 
people. 

The trend towards electronic payments is appreciable. Last year those customers claiming 
state pension for the first time chose EFT as their preferred payment method by a ratio of two to 
one despite the cash option being available.  Approximately half of the current customers have 
already opted to be paid by electronic payment directly into an account in a financial institu-
tion.  It appears from research undertaken for the Department that there is some scope for more 
pensioners to be paid by electronic payments.  In a survey of welfare customers, while 62% of 
the pensioners interviewed were being paid in cash, 81% of those customers have and use bank 
accounts, 69% have a credit union account and 40% have a savings account.  

The first phase of implementation of the Payment Strategy has commenced with a new con-
tract being put in place with An Post to maintain existing over the counter cash services.  This 
will ensure that customers, including those in receipt of state pension, can continue to receive 
their payments in cash at local post offices for the foreseeable future. 

Moving to electronic payments will require a significant effort to assist and support suitable 
customers over the coming years. The Department will work energetically to help customers 
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and their representatives in the transition period.  The Deputy can, however, be assured that 
customers will not be refused a payment simply because they cannot receive it electronically.

Social Welfare Benefits

03/12/2013WRK00900168. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to introduce 
a supplementary allowance to allow certain persons, in receipt of the old age State pension, to 
receive an allowance to cover the cost of a telephone line where they have installed a personal 
pendant alarm; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51519/13]

03/12/2013WRK01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The overall concern of the Gov-
ernment in this and previous Budgets has been to protect the primary weekly social welfare 
rates.  Maintaining the rate of the State pension and other core payments is critical in relation 
to protecting people from poverty.  To allow us to protect these core payments, we have had to 
look very carefully at other additional payments. While we are ending the telephone allowance 
the savings that this will provide means that we have been able to keep at the same rates the 
other elements of the household benefits package, including the free electricity/gas allowance 
and the free television licence. We have also retained the fuel allowance, free travel and the liv-
ing alone increase.  

The monthly allowances under the household benefits package are a contribution towards 
the cost of services; they are not intended to meet those costs in full.  The ending of the tele-
phone allowance of €9.50 per month (or about €2.20 per week) will not result in the automatic 
removal of any landline service linked to a personal alarm.  Indeed, since the Budget announce-
ment, I am aware that one telephone company has advertised that they will cover the value of 
the allowance.  I would hope that other telephone companies will consider this.    

The telephone allowance was introduced at a time when telephones were expensive and 
uncommon and a landline service was the only option available to the customer.  The market 
has changed enormously since the introduction of the allowance, with several companies pro-
viding a range of services and rates with bundled services including television, telephone and 
broadband and pay-as-you-go mobiles. There are also personal security services that use mobile 
technology rather than land lines.  Accordingly, I have no plans to introduce a supplementary 
welfare allowance to cover the cost of a telephone line where a person in receipt of a State pen-
sion has installed a personal pendant alarm.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government operates the se-
nior’s alert scheme which provides grant support for the supply of equipment such as personal 
alarms, smoke detectors and security lighting to enable older people without sufficient means 
to continue to live securely in their homes. The budget allocation for 2013 was €2.35 million.  
There has been no reduction in this funding in Budget 2014.  

It is important to be aware that Ireland’s pensioners as a group have the lowest consistent 
poverty rate and, as a group compared to the rest of the population, are least likely to be at risk 
of poverty - pointing to the adequacy and importance of the State pension.  Between 2004 and 
2011, consistent poverty for older people (those over 65) fell from 3.3% to 1.9%.  The ‘at risk 
of poverty’ rate for people in that age group also reduced from 27.1% to 9.7% over the same 
period.

Question No. 169 withdrawn.
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Carer’s Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRK01200170. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 13 has been notified that their carer’s allowance will be withdrawn; 
and if she will acknowledge that she has received an appeal against this decision. [51550/13]

03/12/2013WRK01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of carer’s allowance to 
the person concerned was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an assessment by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that the person being cared for is 
not so invalided or disabled as to require full-time care and attention as laid down in carer’s 
allowance legislation.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned 
was registered in that office on 27 November 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals 
process that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the 
grounds of appeal be sought.  When these have been received from the Department, the case in 
question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the ap-
peal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 171 withdrawn.

Family Income Supplement Appeals

03/12/2013WRK01500172. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite and 
award a family income supplement appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry [51559/13]

03/12/2013WRK01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 25 No-
vember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRK01700173. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal for 
domiciliary care allowance will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51561/13]

03/12/2013WRK01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 26 
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November 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Appeals Delays

03/12/2013WRK01900174. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the action her 
Department is taking to reduce the delay in social welfare appeals being heard through an oral 
appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51587/13]

03/12/2013WRK02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There has been a rapid and sus-
tained increase in the number of appeals received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office since 
2009 which has placed extraordinary pressure on the office.  Up to 2009, the average number of 
appeals received was 15,000 per annum whereas in 2012, the office received 35,484 appeals.  In 
order to manage this increasing workload, significant resources and efforts have been put into 
reducing backlogs and improving appeals processing times for appellants, including the assign-
ment of 15 additional Appeals Officers, in addition to 10 former Community Welfare Service 
Appeals Officers who joined the appeals office in 2011, bringing the total number of serving 
Appeals Officers to 41; reviewing and improving business processes; and implementing a new 
operating model within the appeals office. 

In addition, a major programme of process redesign and modernisation is underway in the 
Department in relation to many of its scheme areas, aimed at reducing backlogs and reducing 
the time taken by the Department to respond to requests from the appeals office for submissions 
in relation to appeals.

These measures have led to improvements in processing times and a significant increase 
in the number of appeals finalised from 17,787 in 2009 to 32,558 in 2012.  The Chief Appeals 
Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more cases in 2013 than in 2012.  Good progress is also now 
being made in reducing the number of appeals on hand from 20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 16,264 
currently.  

The average processing time for appeals peaked in 2011 when the average time for an oral 
hearing was 52.5 weeks and for a summary decision was 25.1 weeks.  In 2012 processing times 
improved by 10.3 weeks when the average time for an oral hearing dropped to 39.5 weeks while 
the time for a summary decision increased slightly to 27.8 weeks.  This improvement has con-
tinued with the average processing time up to October 2013 reducing to 34.9 weeks for an oral 
hearing and 26.3 weeks for a summary decision.   

Appeal processing times are calculated from the registration date of the appeal to the date of 
its finalisation.  They include all activities during this period including time spent awaiting any 
clarification from the appellant, time in the Department for comments by the Deciding Officer 
on the grounds of appeal put forward by the appellant, and any further investigation, examina-
tion or assessment by the Department’s Inspectors and Medical Assessors that is deemed nec-
essary.  A considerable period of time is added to the process when an oral hearing is required 
because of the logistics involved in this process. While this process carries an inherent delay in 
terms of finalising an appeal, it also crystalises the flexibility and accessibility of the appeals 
system.  By its nature and because it is a quasi-judicial function, the processing of appeals takes 
time.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRK02100175. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite and 
award a domiciliary care allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51597/13]

03/12/2013WRK02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 16 
September 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 22 November 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 176 withdrawn.

03/12/2013WRK02350Social Welfare Payments Administration

03/12/2013WRK02400177. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the current 
policy regarding the payment of the occupational injuries scheme, the injury allowance and the 
personal injury compensation scheme; if she will detail changes made to the administration of 
these schemes in the past six months; if it is now the case that workers must exhaust sick leave 
before receiving social welfare only; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51603/13]

03/12/2013WRK02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Injury Benefit is a benefit available 
under the Occupational Injuries Scheme, and is a weekly payment made to an insured person if 
s/he is unfit for work either due to an accident arising out of and in the course of employment 
or due to the contraction of a prescribed disease due to the type of work s/he does.  No changes 
have been introduced to the conditions governing entitlement to Injury Benefit or to the admin-
istration of the scheme in the past six months. Provided that the qualifying conditions for the 
scheme are satisfied, my Department will award Injury Benefit (or any other welfare benefit) 
on receipt of a claim.  

From January 2014, the number of waiting days for Injury Benefit (and for Illness Benefit) 
will increase from three to six days.  

In 2014, my Department will also be introducing a scheme for the recovery from compensa-
tors of certain social welfare benefits in cases where an insured person has been compensated 
for the same loss of earnings through a settlement.  This measure will not, however, have any 
impact on entitlement to Injury Benefit or any other welfare benefit.

My Department has no responsibility in relation to the terms and conditions of employees 
insofar as it relates to sick pay or other arrangements.
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03/12/2013WRK02550Rent Supplement Scheme Data

03/12/2013WRK02600178. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount being 
spent on rent supplement and the numbers of households being supported by this payment, on 
a county basis, in tabular form. [51609/13]

03/12/2013WRK02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source. There are approximately 81,000 rent 
supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013.  A 
breakdown of rent supplement recipients by county is provided in the following tabular state-
ment.  A breakdown of rent supplement expenditure by county is not available.   

Rent Supplement recipients, as of end October 2013

County Recipients
DUBLIN 29,892
CORK 9,088
KILDARE 4,323
GALWAY 3,998
WEXFORD 3,240
LIMERICK 3,030
WICKLOW 2,470
LOUTH 2,427
TIPPERARY 2,098
DONEGAL 2,077
MAYO 2,008
MEATH 1,981
KERRY 1,849
WESTMEATH 1,586
CLARE 1,560
WATERFORD 1,531
KILKENNY 1,256
OFFALY 1,131
CARLOW 1,087
LAOIS 1,086
ROSCOMMON 813
SLIGO 533
LONGFORD 527
CAVAN 443
MONAGHAN 402
LEITRIM 360
Total 80,796

03/12/2013WRL00150Disability Allowance Payments

03/12/2013WRL00200179. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if steps will 
be taken to ensure that more choice will be given to those with disabilities and their families 
on the way they can allocate their disability allowance; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [51612/13]
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03/12/2013WRL00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Disability Allowance is a means-
tested income support payment for people with a specified disability whose income falls be-
low certain limits and who are aged between 16 and 66.  The manner in which the payment is 
utilised is a matter for the claimant or, in certain cases, his/her guardian.

Issues relating to the development of individualised systems of resource allocation for peo-
ple with disabilities are associated with the manner of the provision of disability support ser-
vices and are, accordingly, more relevant to the Minister for Health.

03/12/2013WRL00350Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRL00400180. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding job-
seeker’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [51685/13]

03/12/2013WRL00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 13 
November 2013 and that the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all of 
the evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hearing.  The person concerned will 
be notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/12/2013WRL00550Invalidity Pension Appeals

03/12/2013WRL00600181. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
application for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [51711/13]

03/12/2013WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 1 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 21 October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/12/2013WRL00750Disability Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRL00800182. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a dis-
ablement benefit appeal will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [51713/13]
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03/12/2013WRL00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 14 
November 2013 and that the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all of 
the evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hearing.  The person concerned will 
be notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/12/2013WRL00950Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

03/12/2013WRL01000183. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the circumstanc-
es in which a community welfare officer may exercise discretion and pay rent allowance to 
a separated spouse with a housing need who has left the family home, which is jointly in the 
names of both spouses, but because no formal separation agreement, judicial separation or di-
vorce is in place has been deemed ineligible by a local authority pursuant to section 20 of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 for social housing support; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51755/13]

03/12/2013WRL01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  There are approximately 81,000 rent 
supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013.  In 
order to qualify for a rent supplement a person must have been residing in private rented ac-
commodation or accommodation for homeless persons or an institution (or any combination 
of these) for a period of 183 days within the preceding 12 months of the date of claim for rent 
supplement. A person may also qualify for rent supplement where an assessment of housing 
need has been carried out within the 12 months preceding the date of claim and the person is 
deemed by a housing authority to be eligible for and in need of social housing support.  In all 
other cases, a person who wishes to apply for rent supplement is referred, in the first instance, 
for an assessment of eligibility for social housing support by a housing authority.  Only when 
the person has been assessed as being eligible for and in need of social housing support, does 
the person become eligible for consideration for rent supplement.  Policy in relation to eligibil-
ity for social housing and housing needs assessment is a matter for the Department of Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government.

Department officials operating the supplementary welfare allowance scheme have discre-
tionary powers to award a supplement in exceptional cases where it appears that the circum-
stances of the case so warrant.  Each case is examined individually and is decided on the basis 
of the situation presented.  There is no general guidance to direct or limit this discretion which 
is seen as a key element of the supplementary welfare allowance scheme.

03/12/2013WRL01150European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority

03/12/2013WRL01200184. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent of her 
and her officials interaction with the European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Author-
ity since its establishment; the extent of the Pensions Board’s interaction with the European 
Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority since its establishment; and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter. [51768/13]

03/12/2013WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): EIOPA is the European Insurance 
and Occupational Pensions Authority and is composed of high level representatives from the 
insurance and occupational pensions supervisory authorities of the European Union’s Member 
States.  EIOPA’s main goals are: - Better protecting consumers, rebuilding trust in the financial 
system; - Ensuring a high, effective and consistent level of regulation and supervision taking 
account of the varying interests of all Member States and the different nature of financial insti-
tutions; - Greater harmonisation and coherent application of rules for financial institutions & 
markets across the European Union; - Strengthening oversight of cross-border groups; - Pro-
mote co-ordinated European Union supervisory response.

The Department of Social Protection does not have day to day interaction with EIOPA.  
Rather, this function falls to The Pensions Board as the Regulator of occupational pensions in 
Ireland.  Ireland is represented on EIOPA’s ‘Board of Supervisors’ by the Chief Executive of 
The Pensions Board who also currently acts as Chairman of EIOPA’s Occupational Pensions 
Committee. 

In addition, a number of Pensions Board staff participate on various EIOPA workgroups and 
committees which consider matters of common interest.

As an agency under the remit of the Department of Social Protection, the Pensions Board 
liaises with the Department regarding EIOPA activity as and when required.

03/12/2013WRL01350Disability Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRL01400185. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [51778/13]

03/12/2013WRL01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14 Oc-
tober 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/12/2013WRL01550Invalidity Pension Appeals

03/12/2013WRL01600186. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an 
invalidity allowance appeal will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tip-
perary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51850/13]

03/12/2013WRL01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 9 
September 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
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the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 28 November 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 187 answered with Question No. 150.

Questions Nos. 188 and 189 withdrawn.

03/12/2013WRL01950Pensions Legislation

03/12/2013WRL02000190. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if defined ben-
efit schemes that secure an exemption from the minimum funding standard will be covered by 
the provisions of the Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Bill. [51875/13]

03/12/2013WRL02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The provision in the Social Wel-
fare and Pensions (No.2) Bill will not apply to schemes which are excluded from the require-
ments of the Funding Standard.

03/12/2013WRL02150Labour Activation Measures

03/12/2013WRL02200191. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form details of JobBridge internships that have been offered in VEC premises in County 
Donegal since the commencement of the scheme; the number of these that have been completed 
and reoffered; the number of interns that have subsequently become employed by the VEC; the 
location of the premises in which they became employed; the number of full time positions that 
have been advertised by the VEC in County Donegal for positions previously filled by Job-
Bridge interns; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51891/13]

03/12/2013WRL02300192. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are any bar-
riers to a person who has completed a JobBridge internship subsequently being offered a subse-
quent JobBridge internship or community employment scheme while they remain a jobseeker; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51892/13]

03/12/2013WRL02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
191 and 192 together.

A table giving the number of JobBridge internships with Donegal Education and Training 
Board follows.  There have been a total of 82 JobBridge internships with Donegal ETB, of 
which 36 are currently active and 46 have been completed. Of the 46 finishers, the Depart-
ment’s records indicate that 3 of these interns went directly into paid employment with Donegal 
ETB.  A further 6 finishers immediately progressed into employment with another organisation 
at the end of their internship.

The Department considers that it is important to offer interns public sector internships for 
four reasons: first, because, despite the recruitment embargo, there are many high-quality, real-
workplace positions that can give the intern the new skills and experiences that they can use 
to bridge the gap to the rest of their working lives; second, because public sector internships 
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continue to be in demand by interns who choose them voluntarily and in the knowledge of the 
recruitment embargo; third, precisely because of the recruitment embargo, filling those posi-
tions is certainly not displacing an employee; and fourth, because of the high rates of progres-
sion into employment with other organisations that are still exceptionally high by comparison 
with the Live Register in general.

The independent evaluation of JobBridge conducted by Indecon Economic Consultants 
found that there is a higher rate of employment among participants who completed their intern-
ships in private sector organisations. Encouragingly, however, 41.2% of all participants who 
undertook their internship in a public sector organisation progressed into paid employment.

A JobBridge intern may undertake up to 3 internships for a maximum cumulative period of 
18 months.  Any individual who has not reached those maxima may apply for a further intern-
ship.

Table 1. JobBridge Internships with Donegal ETB

Donegal Education & Training 
Board

Completed  Current Total

Got job elsewhere  6 6
Got job with Host Organisation  3 3
Total Internships 46 36 82

03/12/2013WRL02450Budget 2014

03/12/2013WRL02500193. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pub-
lish the social impact assessment of budget 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[51951/13]

03/12/2013WRL02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department is currently pre-
paring an analysis of the Budget 2014 tax and welfare packages.  This Social Impact Assess-
ment will include an analysis of the distributive and poverty impacts of these changes on dif-
ferent family types as well as the impact on at risk of poverty levels.  Social impact assessment 
is an evidence-based methodology which uses a tax/welfare simulation model developed by 
the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) to estimate the likely distributive effects of 
budgetary measures on income and social inequalities.  

I understand that my officials are liaising with the ESRI at present in relation to some techni-
cal modelling issues in order to ensure that the analysis captures as many of the main taxation 
measures announced in the recent Budget as is feasible.  I will be examining the analysis when 
it is finalised and I will publish it in due course.

03/12/2013WRM00150Disability Allowance Appeals

03/12/2013WRM00200194. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
a social welfare appeal hearing, in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath 
regarding the refusal of a claim for disability allowance due to a reclassification of a research 
grant, which is being classified by the deciding officer as income in the hand of the recipient 
rather than expenses to enable them to continue their research and if this appeal can now be 
expedited due to the impact it is having upon this person’s ability to complete their educational 
qualification as part of a rehabilitation process; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
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[51954/13]

03/12/2013WRM00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21 
October 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When 
these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to 
an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/12/2013WRM00350Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

03/12/2013WRM00400195. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason rent 
allowance has not been granted in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [51966/13]

03/12/2013WRM00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In light of the late availability of 
some information and given the complex and sensitive issues involved in this case, further en-
quiries are being made to establish the accurate information which will enable this Department 
to provide a full and comprehensive response. We will contact the Deputy’s office as soon as 
this is available.

03/12/2013WRM00550Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

03/12/2013WRM00600196. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection when rent al-
lowance will be reinstated in respect of a person (details supplied). [51967/13]

03/12/2013WRM00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In light of the late availability of 
some information and given the complex and sensitive issues involved in this case, further en-
quiries are being made to establish the accurate information which will enable this Department 
to provide a full and comprehensive response. We will contact the Deputy’s office as soon as 
this is available.

03/12/2013WRM00750One-Parent Family Payment Eligibility

03/12/2013WRM00800197. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection the method of calcula-
tion, used by her Department, of maintenance payments payable by the father of a child to the 
mother of the child; the effect maintenance payments have on one parent family payments and 
if the information regarding such rules and regulations are available to the public. [51971/13]

03/12/2013WRM00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The issue of maintenance pay-
ments is first and foremost a private matter for the persons concerned, and if they cannot resolve 
the issue, for the Courts through Family Law provisions.  However, in every case where a one 
parent family payment (OFP) is awarded, the Department seeks to trace the other parent, re-
ferred to as the Liable Relative, in order to ascertain whether he or she is in a financial position 
to contribute towards the cost of the OFP.   
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The legislative basis for the implementation of the Liability to Maintain Family Provisions 
is set out in Part 12 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, as amended.  The methods of 
assessment of the Liable Relative’s ability to pay are specified in detail in Regulations (S.I. 571 
of 2006 and S.I. 142 of 2007). 

The financial position of each Liable Relative is assessed based on the net weekly income 
after applicable allowances have been taken into account, as set out in the Regulations.  All Li-
able Relatives assessed with a maintenance liability are notified by the Department and are is-
sued with a maintenance contribution assessment. The amount assessed can be reviewed where 
new information comes to light about the financial or household circumstances of the Liable 
Relative.  

A Liable Relative is given the option to commence making payments to the OFP recipient 
or directly to the Department.  Maintenance payments paid directly to the OFP recipient are as-
sessed as means and may impact on their weekly payment from the Department. 

Information about both the OFP and the Liable Relative schemes is available to the public 
on the Department’s website at www.welfare.ie.

03/12/2013WRM00950Waterways Ireland Remit

03/12/2013WRM01000198. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will identify the various State agencies whose operations bear upon the management of 
the Royal Canal and the steps they are taking, individually or collaboratively; if he will increase 
commercial-leisure use of the Royal Canal since the reopening of Spencer Dock to navigation 
in 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51502/13]

03/12/2013WRM01100199. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if the European Regional Development Fund has been considered as a possible source of fund-
ing towards the costs, estimated at over €5 million, of overcoming obstacles to navigation, 
namely, the lifting bridge and the fixed Spencer Dock bridge on the sea level of the Royal Ca-
nal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51503/13]

03/12/2013WRM01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 198 and 199 together.

Waterways Ireland is the navigation authority for the Royal Canal and is responsible for the 
management, maintenance and development of the Royal Canal, principally for recreational 
purposes. Waterways Ireland undertook the work to re-commission the Royal Canal prior to its 
reopening in 2010 and continues to develop the canal and its facilities, and promote its use for 
recreation.

I am advised that Waterways Ireland has not sought funding to redevelop the lifting bridge 
referred to by the Deputy and has no plans to seek such funding at this time.  Ongoing operation 
of the bridge continues to be kept under review with Iarnród Éireann, while Dublin City Coun-
cil remains responsible for the operation of the Spencer Dock Bridge at Sheriff Street.

03/12/2013WRM01250Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRM01300200. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of officials in his Department that are receiving the cost of club membership fees, 
including sports clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the to-
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tal cost per year to his Department of paying these fees; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51361/13]

03/12/2013WRM01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In support-
ing Continuing Professional Development my Department recognises the value of membership 
of professional bodies in the context of keeping pace with the latest professional standards and 
practices.  Accordingly, where such membership is necessary for the performance of official du-
ties or is otherwise beneficial to the work of my Department, through access to research papers 
or training for example, such membership fees are reimbursed to officials.

The number of officials and the cost of such reimbursements for my Department in 2012 
were 32 and €8,297 respectively.  The corresponding figures for 2013 to date are 30 and €8,018, 
respectively.

My Department does not incur any costs in relation to sports or other club membership fees.

03/12/2013WRM01450Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRM01500201. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
his Department is paying for any of its employees to receive third level qualifications; if so, the 
annual cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a 
result of receiving this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51375/13]

03/12/2013WRM01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment recognises the importance of educational study in supporting the development of skills 
and expertise for workplace performance, and in promoting the concepts of self-development 
and life-long learning. 

The annual cost of supporting third-level academic courses and programmes of study being 
undertaken by my officials under my Department’s Payment and Refund of Educational Fees 
Scheme, since the establishment of my Department in June 2011, is set out in tabular form.   The 
officials of my Department do not receive any financial bonuses for completing such courses 
of study.

Year Cost (€)
Year to date 2013 68,430
2012 76,289
2011 92,452

03/12/2013WRM01650Departmental Funding

03/12/2013WRM01700202. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if funding is 
available from any source for a project (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51410/13]

03/12/2013WRM01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I welcome 
the active consideration by individuals of such projects of the nature referred to by the Deputy, 
however, there is no available funding for such projects at this time.

Togra Caomhantais
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03/12/2013WRM01900203. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil sé i gceist aige ceanncheathrú thogra Aran LIFE a lonnú ar Inis Meáin de bharr an 
tsaibhris nádúrtha oidhreachta atá ar an oileán, an bhánaithe atá ag tarlú don oileán, agus go 
bhfuil an spás oifige ar fáil ann; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [51525/13]

03/12/2013WRM02000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Is togra taispeána é an togra Aran LIFE+ a chuirfear i bhfeidhm ar na hOileáin 
Árann thar thréimhse ceithre bliana ó 2014 go 2017. Tá mo Roinnse ag feidhmiú mar thairbhí 
comhordúcháin don togra. 

Is cúram é don Choiste Stiúrtha atá ag feidhmiú faoi mo Roinnse, i gcomhar leis an bhfoire-
ann de thriúr atá le ceapadh don togra go luath, socruithe a dhéanamh maidir le ceanncheathrú 
na foirne togra ar na hOileáin Árann. Agus an rogha sin á dhéanamh, glactar leis go mbeidh 
riachtanais an togra féin á gcur san áireamh mar thosaíocht ag an gCoiste Stiúrtha.

03/12/2013WRM02050Departmental Funding

03/12/2013WRM02100204. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
funding available as bursaries or to support music students studying overseas; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51543/13]

03/12/2013WRM02200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment does not provide grants to specific performing art practitioners or students as described by 
the Deputy.  Funding decisions including bursaries are a matter for the Arts Council.

Responsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels throughout the country is primar-
ily devolved to the Arts Council. The Arts Council is the principal agency through which State 
funding is channelled to the arts. Under the Arts Act, 2003, the Arts Council is a statutorily 
independent body, funded by my Department and independent in its day-to-day operations, and 
I have no role to play in relation to its funding decisions.

03/12/2013WRM02250Hare Coursing

03/12/2013WRM02300205. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of hares killed or which subsequently died at coursing meetings during October and 
November 2013; if this represents an increase on the average at these meetings; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51878/13]

03/12/2013WRM02400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Licences 
were issued by my Department to the Irish Coursing Club (ICC) on behalf of their affiliated 
clubs under the Wildlife Acts to facilitate the tagging and capturing of hares for the purpose of 
hare coursing for the 2013/14 coursing season.        

The ICC provides reports to my Department which include data relating to hare fatalities at 
coursing meetings. In addition, officials of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my De-
partment attend meetings as resources allow. On the basis of the number of reports received to 
date from both the ICC and Departmental officials since the beginning of the coursing season at 
the end of September, a total of 5 hares died at 16 coursing meetings either through a combina-
tion of natural causes or were euthanised following injuries. This figure compares to 21 fatali-
ties at these same meetings in 2012 during the previous coursing season.

  Question No. 206 answered with Question No. 9.
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03/12/2013WRM02650Film Industry Promotion

03/12/2013WRM02700207. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he continues to have dialogue with the various stakeholders in the further 
development of the film making industry with particular reference to the encouragement of the 
use of this country as a film location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51911/13]

03/12/2013WRM02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Primary re-
sponsibility for the support and promotion of film-making in Ireland, in respect of both the 
indigenous sector and inward productions, is a matter for the Irish Film Board (IFB). 

The IFB is the statutorily independent agency responsible for the promotion and develop-
ment of the Irish film industry and I have no responsibility in relation to its day-to-day op-
erational matters, including the allocation of resources to different support programmes and 
schemes.

In Budgets 2013 and 2014, significant changes to the film and television production tax and 
incentive regime were announced. I believe that the impact of these changes will be significant 
in terms of economic and employment value of the sector.

I can also assure the Deputy that I avail of very opportunity to encourage film making in 
Ireland, including by facilitating the availability of locations such as historic buildings and na-
tional parks.

03/12/2013WRM02850Cultural Policy

03/12/2013WRM02900208. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which his Department encourages opportunities for children to view various items 
of historical, cultural or heritage interests with a view to generating ongoing interest in that sec-
tor by young persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51913/13]

03/12/2013WRM03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department oversees and has policy responsibility for the conservation, 
preservation, protection, development and presentation of Ireland’s heritage and culture.  In that 
context, my Department seeks to promote the Irish language, to support the Gaeltacht and to 
assist the sustainable development of island communities.

It is vital that we encourage children to both appreciate and participate in Ireland’s rich 
culture and heritage.  In this regard, my Department and the bodies and agencies funded from 
my Department’s Vote Group provide a number of programmes, schemes and exhibitions for 
children and young people.  For example, in the arts area, the National Cultural Institutions 
provide educational services for children and young people to encourage them to appreciate 
the collections and also to develop their own artistic talent.  Details of these educational pro-
grammes, workshops, exhibitions and tours can be accessed through the individual web-sites of 
the National Cultural Institutions.  In addition, the Arts Council identifies children and young 
people as an important constituency, with a wide range of programmes and supports in place 
for both ‘in-schools’ and ‘out-of-schools’ activity.  Details of these programmes can be found 
on the Arts Council’s website.

My Department also encourages children to appreciate and explore Ireland’s rich built and 
natural heritage.  For example, my Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service operates 
a number of education centres around the country that seek to raise awareness of the natural 
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world and of conservation. Such centres typically offer nature awareness programmes to pri-
mary schools and ecology and geography fieldwork to secondary schools.  They may also offer 
special events and tours for the public.  In addition, the Heritage Council run the Heritage in 
Schools Scheme which is unique in Ireland and provides a panel of over 165 diverse heritage 
specialists, who work directly with children in primary schools throughout the country, at the 
request of the school.  The primary aim of the scheme is to encourage awareness of the natural 
and cultural world that surrounds us in our daily lives and engage children in a direct experience 
of their heritage, preferably outside the classroom where possible and appropriate.

In recent years, my Department has, in partnership with the Education Centre Network of 
the Department of Education and Skills, produced bespoke primary and transition year resourc-
es under the Archaeology in the Classroom programme. The programme employs a variety 
of outreach tools, from continuous professional development courses to a dedicated website 
(www.itsabouttime.ie), to raise awareness of and increase engagement with our archaeological 
heritage amongst both teachers and students.

In addition, my Department’s National Monuments Service website, www.archaeology.ie, 
is an excellent educational resource and hosts a ‘Monuments to Visit’ page which provides 
visitor information on a range of publicly-accessible national monuments.  The National Inven-
tory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) website and publications are also used as educational 
resources by both teachers and students.  A copy of each county or city NIAH book is sent to all 
the public libraries and second level schools of the area in question. 

The Deputy may also note that Irish is a vital part of the State’s heritage and the Gaeltacht is 
the primary source of the living language. A core task of my Department is to promote the main-
tenance of the Irish language in the Gaeltacht, as its most important community resource and 
its principal means of communication. It has long been recognised that its transmission from 
one generation to the next is critical for the survival of the Irish language as the predominant 
household and community language in the Gaeltacht. It is for this reason that my Department 
and Údarás na Gaeltachta operate a number of schemes and initiatives aimed at the maintenance 
and strengthening of the language in the Gaeltacht.  In this regard, a number of schemes are in 
operation, which assist families, children and young people to live their lives through the Irish 
language:

- Scheme for Irish language Learners

- Department’s Improvement Schemes (capital grants)

- Summer Camps through Irish for Gaeltacht Youth

- Language Assistants’ Scheme

- Family Language Support Programme

In addition, Foras na Gaeilge, an agency of the North South Language Body, is responsible 
for promoting the Irish language in every aspect of everyday life throughout the island of Ire-
land. Many of the activities of Foras na Gaeilge are targeted at encouraging young people to 
use Irish in their daily lives.

Arts Promotion

03/12/2013WRN00200209. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the degree to which he continues to have dialogue with various local and voluntary musical 
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societies and art groups with a view to maximising community interest in the arts; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51914/13]

03/12/2013WRN00300213. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he, his Department or bodies under his aegis have received applications for 
grant aid in respect of productions throughout County Kildare; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51918/13]

03/12/2013WRN00400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 209 and 213 together.

The Government’s policy on the arts is to promote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, to 
increase access to and participation in the arts, and to make the arts an integral and valued part 
of our national life.  Primary responsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels, throughout 
the country is devolved to the Arts Council.  The Council is funded by my Department and is 
statutorily independent in its day-to-day operations, including funding decisions.

In 2014, the Arts Council will receive an allocation of over €56 million in current and capi-
tal funding.  Details of all funding provided by the Arts Council to arts practitioners, arts groups 
and venues, including arts centres, are available on the Council’s website at www.artscouncil.
ie.  In a wider context, the Arts Council support of a range of arts forms is set out in its strategic 
overview document entitled Developing the Arts in Ireland: Arts Council Strategic Overview 
2011-2013.  In this strategy document, which is available on the Council’s website, its work and 
key strategic principles that inform its funding decisions are laid out.

I have outlined previously for the Deputy a range of ways in which my Department and 
relevant bodies within its remit are supporting cultural and heritage initiatives in conjunction 
with local groups and communities. These include the following cultural tourism initiatives that 
have been wholly or partly funded by my Department:

- St. Patrick’s Day celebrations,

- Music Day;

- Culture Night; 

- Arts Council support of the Arts Festivals and Events scheme, which supports some 150 
small arts festivals in towns and villages throughout Ireland each year;

- Arts Council funding of arts centres and venues around the State, as well as the Council’s 
funding of touring and dissemination of high-quality work in all disciplines through the na-
tional network of arts centres and venues;

- The Arts Council partnership with local authorities and Art Officers throughout the coun-
try;

- Funding of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann by my Department to support its work in the pro-
motion of Irish traditional music; 

- Cultural and heritage events being held under the auspices of The Gathering; 

- Web-based projects being developed by my Department to promote greater appreciation 
and understanding of Ireland’s heritage for residents and visitors alike;

- Collaborative work with bodies and groups such as the Arts Council, the Heritage Council, 
the Irish Heritage Trust, Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann and Music Network.
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My Department also operates a philanthropic initiative for arts and culture organisations. 

I would also refer the Deputy to my previous replies in relation to these matters. In January 
last, I provided details of the number of applications received for grant-aid and other forms of 
support from applicants from County Kildare and the extent to which these applications were 
approved. My Department’s website will be updated with details of grant-aid to organisations 
after the year end.

03/12/2013WRN00450Philanthropy Initiatives

03/12/2013WRN00500210. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which philanthropic funding remains available for the promotion of the arts; the 
extent to which the future is secure in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51915/13]

03/12/2013WRN00600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Pro-
gramme for Government  includes the following commitment in the area of Philanthropy and 
the Arts:- 

  “We will work with stakeholders in the Arts community to develop new proposals aimed at 
building private support of the Arts in Ireland exploring philanthropic, sponsorship or en-
dowment fund opportunities”.

Since taking office two years ago, I have introduced a number of initiatives to address this 
commitment.  

In May 2012 I introduced a new philanthropic initiative for arts and culture organisations.  
The initiative - the Philanthropic Leverage Initiative - was designed to encourage philanthropic 
sponsorship and endowment of the arts from private sources.  The initiative has provided an in-
centive to arts organisations to proactively seek new funding relationships with sponsors which 
deliver private sector financial support, thereby increasing overall funding available to the arts.  
The initiative proved very successful with a multiplier of 4.26 in philanthropic donations being 
leveraged for the arts.  The arts got a boost of over €1 million last year, of which less than one-
fifth came from the public purse. A full list of awards under this scheme can be viewed on my 
Department’s website at www.ahg.gov.ie.

This year, €210,000 is available to arts organisations under the Initiative.  The terms are as 
follows:

- Up to €5,000 of funds can be accessed through the scheme if the organisation can match 
each €1 from the taxpayer with €2 from private sector sources;

- Up to €10,000 if each €1 from the taxpayer can be matched by €3 from private sector 
funding; 

- Up to €15,000 if each €1 from the taxpayer can be matched by €4 from private sector 
funding.

In 2013, priority was given to arts and culture organisations seeking support for projects 
that include an education component.  This is to support the Arts in Education Charter, which 
I launched in conjunction with Mr. Ruairí Quinn, T.D., Minister for Education and Skills.  Ac-
cordingly, the Initiative, while continuing to provide an incentive to arts organisations to engage 
in fundraising, will also encourage arts and culture organisations to engage creatively with chil-
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dren and young people and add to their education.  In doing so, they will be helping to foster 
the artists and the audiences of the future.

I should mention also that in October 2012 I hosted and chaired a forum on Philanthropy 
and the Arts in Smock Alley Theatre.  It featured speakers from key philanthropic organisations 
and the arts in Ireland.  The conference was very well attended and generated very positive 
feedback.  There is a full report of the conference on my Department’s website.

Parallel to these initiatives, the Arts Council is undertaking an initiative - RAISE: Building 
Fundraising Capacity - which dovetails with the work in my Department. The initiative con-
sists of a programme which is providing one-to-one professional support to selected arts organi-
sations for two years to assist in planning and implementing a tailored fundraising programme 
for each organisation.  Eight leading Irish arts organisations are aiming to raise €10 million in 
private funding over the next five years as part of this Arts Council initiative.

Architectural Heritage

03/12/2013WRN00700211. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which a full audit of all historical buildings, including those of architectural and 
cultural interest, exists; the degree to which any alterations have been made in recent years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51916/13]

03/12/2013WRN00800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The National 
Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) is a State initiative under the administration of my 
Department.  Its purpose is to identify, record, and evaluate the post-1700 architectural heritage 
of Ireland, uniformly and consistently, as an aid in the protection and conservation of the built 
heritage as set out under the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2012.  Under this initiative, 
of which details are available on my Department’s website www.buildingsofireland.ie, a survey 
of the architectural heritage of Ireland is complete for all counties except Donegal and Dublin.  
The most recent county surveys were completed this year in Cavan, Monaghan and Mayo. The 
Donegal survey will be published in early 2014 and the survey of the architectural heritage of 
Dublin has commenced and will progress through 2014.

Details of all monuments protected under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004 are 
available on the website of my Department’s National Monuments Service, www.archaeology.
ie. The National Monuments Acts require that any proposed works at or in relation to a protect-
ed monument must be notified in writing to my Department not less than 2 months in advance 
of the commencement of such works.  Furthermore, any works proposed at or in proximity to 
a national monument in my ownership or guardianship, or that of a local authority, or which 
is subject to a Preservation Order or Temporary Preservation Order, cannot proceed without 
my prior written consent.  All proposed works in relation to protected monuments, as outlined 
above, are individually scrutinised by my Department.

EU Funding

03/12/2013WRN00900212. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which EU funding has been made available for the preservation or restoration of 
historical monuments, buildings or sites in the past five years to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51917/13]

03/12/2013WRN01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My col-
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league, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform oversees EU Structural Funding. As 
the current programme of Structural Funds, which is running from 2007-2013, is not closed out, 
I understand that it is not yet possible to say definitively the extent to which historical monu-
ments, buildings or sites will have benefited from the programme. 

It should be noted that EU funding may benefit Ireland’s built heritage through a number 
of funding streams. For example, my Department is working with the Border, Midland and 
Western Regional Assembly and with both the Office of Public Works and the Heritage Coun-
cil to recoup funding expended on preservation works to certain historic sites by the latter two 
organisations in recent years from the European Regional Development Fund.

The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government has also commit-
ted funding for conservation work under the LEADER stream of the Rural Development Pro-
gramme. Funding has also been provided for the preservation of traditional farm buildings 
throughout the country under the Rural Development Programme, for which the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine is the lead Department.

Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 209.

Culture Initiatives

03/12/2013WRN01200214. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he and his Department can identify, promote and support cultural events in 
the coming year which might be of substantial economic benefit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51919/13]

03/12/2013WRN01300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment has already identified and committed to supporting a number of cultural events in the 
coming year. 

In the first instance, my Department is providing significant funding towards the Limerick 
City of Culture initiative, which will be of great economic and social benefit to Limerick. As in 
previous years, my Department will also support the annual Culture Night event. Culture Night 
has grown from a relatively small-scale cultural event, staged only in Dublin, in 2006 to the 
significant national cultural event it now is. Culture Night 2013 took place on 20 September 
2013 in 34 locations across the island of Ireland, in 3 UK cities and in Leuven in Belgium.  The 
feedback from the 2013 event has been overwhelmingly positive with many participating loca-
tions reporting larger turnouts than in previous years. Discussions have already commenced 
with key stakeholders in relation to Culture Night 2014.

My Department will also support the International Week of Irish Culture  initiative, which 
is based around the St Patrick’s Day Festival. This initiative, which commenced in 2012, al-
lows the opportunity to showcase to the world Ireland’s rich and varied cultural heritage and to 
promote Ireland as a destination for cultural tourists.

In addition to these festivals, my Department will also be indirectly supporting numerous 
other cultural events during 2014 through funding provided to the Arts Council, the national 
cultural institutions and various other cultural organisations throughout the country.

Over the course of 2014, more than €2.3 million per week will be invested by my Depart-
ment in support of arts, culture and film in Ireland. 
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Ferry Services Provision

03/12/2013WRN01400215. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 431 of 26 November 2013, the qualifications the adjudicators of 
the tender process in the provision of cargo services to the Aran Islands had regarding issues of 
marine and maritime practice; and if he is satisfied with the level of qualifications in view of the 
specialist issues at stake.  [51937/13]

03/12/2013WRN01500216. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 431 of 26 November 2013, if the present operators of the Aran 
Islands cargo service are in adherence with the tender requirements to dock at Inis Meáin pier; 
if the present vessel being used has the thruster power to dock in bad weather at Inis Meáin; the 
number of days in 2013 in which the vessel has been unable to dock; and if other unsuccessful 
tenders had vessels with a thruster power superior to that of the successful tender.  [51940/13]

03/12/2013WRN01600217. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 431 of 26 November 2013, if in the open competitive tender 
process unsuccessful candidates had a vessel which fulfilled the stated criteria of being able to 
transport petrol and of having a crane capable of landing cargo; and if he will provide the marks 
they were awarded in comparison with the successful tender applicant.  [51945/13]

03/12/2013WRN01700218. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 431 of 26 November 2013, if this response confirms that the ser-
vice provider successful in the tender process is not currently, nor since 1 January 2013, provid-
ing a service within the terms specified in the tender documents.  [51948/13]

03/12/2013WRN01800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 215 to 218, inclusive, together.

The tenders received for the Aran Islands cargo service were assessed by a committee com-
prising officials from my Department. This is in accordance with the standard approach adopted 
in relation to the assessment of all ferry service tenders. While the officials in question do not 
hold technical qualifications of the nature referred to by the Deputy, I am satisfied that they have 
significant and adequate experience in assessing tenders of this nature. 

I can also assure the Deputy that I am satisfied that the contract in this case was awarded 
following an open and fair tendering process, using the scoring system contained in the Request 
For Tender. It may be noted that the scoring of such tenders entails the assessment of a range of 
elements, with various marks available for each of those elements. A significant proportion of 
the available marks is allocated to the tender price - 40% of the overall marks in this instance. I 
should also point out that the successful tender in this case came in at a cost to the State which 
was considerably lower than the other tenders received.

In relation to docking on Inis Meáin, my Department’s information is that the cargo vessel 
failed to dock there on 2 days in the period from 1 January 2013 to 31 October 2013. It may also 
be noted that my Department has not, during this period, received any significant complaints 
from island representatives with regard to the cargo service that is being provided in this case.

In conclusion, I want to emphasise that my Department is dedicated to ensuring that a qual-
ity cargo service is in place for the Aran Islands. A number of issues that remain to be addressed 
have been raised with the operator and I can assure the Deputy that these are currently being 
pursued. I can also assure the Deputy that my Department will invoke any remedies that are 
available to it to ensure full compliance with its requirements within a reasonable timeframe.
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Inland Fisheries Ireland

03/12/2013WRN01900219. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the position regarding a compulsory angler registration charge (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51905/13]

03/12/2013WRN02000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resourc-
es (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): My Department has been working closely with Inland Fisheries 
Ireland (IFI) on a comprehensive modernisation and review of fisheries legislation, essentially 
seeking to bring legislation dating back to the1950s and older instruments into the twenty-first 
century. The aim is to ensure that the sector, valued at €755m annually to the national economy 
and supporting 10,000 jobs in rural and peripheral areas, is underpinned by a robust and modern 
legislative code. As part of this review, I organised a series of public information and consul-
tation meetings and attended these meetings accompanied by senior officials from the Inland 
Fisheries Division of my Department and Inland Fisheries Ireland. Those meetings, which were 
held on a regional basis in Drogheda, Carrick-on-Shannon, Tuam, Clonmel and Dublin, were 
well attended and laid out transparently the principal themes to be considered in the context of 
new legislation.  A range of issues and possible new approaches were outlined at these meet-
ings and there was widespread and broadly positive reaction to the modernisation proposals 
with a range of views expressed at the public meetings. I have undertaken to carefully consider 
points made before developing specific legislative proposals and the submissions received in 
the course of the public consultation sessions are available on the Department’s website, www.
dcenr.ie.   

I welcome all opportunities to debate the future shape of angling in Ireland and will be keen 
to continue and ensure full public involvement in this dialogue in the weeks and months ahead.

Broadcasting Service Provision

03/12/2013WRN02100220. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the position regarding the Saorview TV signal in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Limerick. [51319/13]

03/12/2013WRN02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In accordance with the Broadcasting Act 2009, RTÉ, through its subsidiary company 2RN, is 
responsible for the roll-out, coverage and operation of the SAORVIEW digital terrestrial tele-
vision (DTT) network and I, as Minister, have no function in this matter.  Specifically, the Act 
requires RTÉ to provide digital coverage to the same extent as provided over the previous ana-
logue network, i.e. 98% population coverage, and I am advised by RTÉ that this level of cover-
age is being provided by the SAORVIEW TV network.  For the remaining 2% of the popula-
tion, RTÉ launched SAORSAT in March 2012. The development and provision of SAORSAT, 
which is a “free to air” satellite system providing access to the RTÉ channels and TG4, was 
undertaken by RTÉ on its own initiative and, as in the case of the SAORVIEW DTT network, 
is not a matter in which I have a function.

Ireland is not the only country to have introduced a national TV network on both a terrestrial 
and satellite platform. Many countries, including the UK, have developed their digital networks 
on both the traditional terrestrial platform and also over satellite. The reason for this is simple. 
It is technically and financially impossible to provide 100% coverage using a terrestrial TV 
platform. However, through SAORVIEW and SAORSAT, Ireland now has 100% “free to air” 
coverage of the RTÉ channels and TG4 for the first time in the history of the State. 
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That said, I have noted the specific details of the case raised by the Deputy in this Question 
and have had them brought to the attention of RTÉ’s network company, 2RN. I have requested 
the company to examine if anything can be done to improve the person’s terrestrial TV recep-
tion.

03/12/2013WRN02250Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRN02300221. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the number of officials in his Department that are receiving the cost of club 
membership fees, including sports clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of 
employment; the total cost per year to his Department of paying these fees; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51363/13]

03/12/2013WRN02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department does not pay fees for any staff member in respect of club or sporting and recre-
ational organisation membership.  As the Deputy will appreciate the staff of my Department in-
cludes key professional, technical and specialist practitioners who underpin our strategic policy 
role in important economic sectors.  In that regard, the Department pays membership fees for 
key staff to professional bodies that:

1. Are fundamental to facilitating these staff members in carrying out their duties on behalf 
of the Department and

2. Embrace a continuing education and essential professional development element.

In 2013 fees totalling €3134.20 were paid in respect of 16 professional memberships. Pay-
ment of such fees are not included in contracts of employment. Payment of professional fees 
relates to the conduct of the Department’s business.

Details of the professional fees paid this year are set out below:

Professional Membership Fees 

Membership Number of persons Total Cost
Dublin Solicitors Bar Association 1 €95.00
Engineers Ireland 3 €920.00
Energy Institute 1 €172.13
Law Society of Ireland 1 €85.00
Chartered Association of Certified 
Accountants

1 €259.31

Institute of Internal Auditors 2 €408.72
Society of Economic Geologists 1 €156.04
Institute of Geologists 6 €1038.00

03/12/2013WRN02450Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRN02500222. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if his Department is paying for any of its employees to receive third level quali-
fications; if so, the annual cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a 
financial bonus as a result of receiving this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51377/13]
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03/12/2013WRN02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I assume that the Deputy is seeking information on courses of third level study, funded by my 
Department and pursued by staff outside of working hours. Each year my Department invites 
staff to make an application for funding within the terms of the Refund of Fees Programme 
(Post-Entry Education) under Department of Finance Circular 23/07. Applications are consid-
ered for approval where the course is relevant to the applicant’s role and to the work of their 
Division and the Department.  Funding is allocated on the basis of payment on successful com-
pletion of the academic year including any prescribed examinations, verified by the relevant 
college or institution. The Department makes no payment in respect of qualifications obtained 
by staff members. 

The table below sets out details of the annual cost of third level fees refunds under the rel-
evant Circular for 5 years. 

Third Level Qualifications 

Year Total Cost
Academic Year 2013/2014 €58,576*
Academic Year 2012/2013 €39,204
Academic Year 2011/2012 €32,761
Academic Year 2010/2011 €38,025
Academic Year 2009/2010 €52,943
*projected

National Gas Grid

03/12/2013WRN02700223. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will commission an independent cost benefit analysis for the Grid Link project, 
exploring fully the underground and over ground options taking all health, social and economic 
factors into consideration. [51418/13]

03/12/2013WRN02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I welcomed the decision made by EirGrid last week to extend the deadline for the consulta-
tion process on the GridLink project to 7 January 2014. Any steps to be taken after 7 January, 
including any analysis of issues such as costs, environmental impacts and technical efficacy, 
will be considered then. The period between now and 7 January will, no doubt, be useful in 
providing EirGrid with an opportunity to reflect further on the valid concerns raised in relation 
to various aspects of the project. The July 2012 “Government Policy Statement on the Strategic 
Importance of Transmission and Other Energy Infrastructure”, emphasised the imperative for 
the State Companies, and all developers of energy projects, of early, transparent engagement 
and consultation with local communities and stakeholders.   The Statement also made clear that 
public acceptability requires public confidence proposals adhere to the highest international 
standards of safety, health and environmental and visual impact, and technology choice. The 
Government affirmed that EirGrid and the other State energy companies are obliged to adhere 
to all relevant guidelines and standards and they act in the national interest, and on behalf of all 
electricity consumers. 

In this regard, the expectation is that those companies in making their choices, of project 
specific technologies and routing as well as mitigation measures, will take account of all rel-
evant national and international standards, to follow best practice and ensure value for money 
and be informed by detailed consultation at local level. In addition to undertaking extensive 
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statutory and non statutory public consultation, the State Companies and energy developers 
must adhere to national and international standards on health, environment, biodiversity, land-
scape and safety as an intrinsic part of the Planning process. Compliance together with appro-
priate impact mitigation measures are central to the Environmental Impact Assessments which 
form the basis of planning applications to An Bord Pleanála. This includes compliance with 
EMF exposure limits set in International Commission on Non-Ionising Radiation Protection 
Guidelines and associated EU Recommendations, and Environmental, Habitat and Biodiversity 
national and EU legislation. The Government in affirming the broad principle of adherence to 
all standards, underlined the importance of the statutory and non statutory consultation process-
es in ensuring public and stakeholder confidence that standards are met and where necessary 
mitigation measures are put in place.

I am aware that many people are concerned about the impact that new transmission lines and 
other energy infrastructure can have on the landscape, the environment and on local communi-
ties. Accordingly, it is essential that the GridLink project is taken forward on the basis of the 
best available knowledge and informed engagement on the impacts and costs of different en-
gineering solutions. EirGrid has stated that it will take account of all the submissions received 
during the course of the consultation process.

 The Government wants to be able to give a strong consistent message to Irish business and 
multinationals, and our citizens, that Ireland’s electricity networks are robust, modern and safe. 
This project is a practical illustration of our collective and continuing commitment to large 
scale investment in electricity infrastructure, while at the same time taking in to account valid 
concerns and addressing them as appropriate.

03/12/2013WRO00150Appointments to State Boards

03/12/2013WRO00200224. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the procedure that was followed for the selection of the new chairman of EirGrid.  
[51420/13]

03/12/2013WRO00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
This Government has made changes in relation to appointments to State boards and bodies with 
new arrangements involving advertisement of vacancies for applications from suitably qualified 
candidates and, in accordance with the Government Decision of 12 April 2011, Expressions of 
Interest have been invited from persons wishing to be considered for appointment to vacancies 
on State boards under the aegis of my Department. This information has been used to inform 
decisions for appointments to State boards. Such invitations are designed to extend the range of 
suitable persons from which a Minister might make appointments - not to constrain that range. 
The Members of the Board of EirGrid, and the Chairperson of the Board, are appointed by the 
Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources with the consent of the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform. Such appointments are made under Statutory Instrument 
No. 445 of 2000. On 12 November, the Government agreed to appoint Mr. John O’Connor to 
chair the Board of EirGrid. Mr. O’Connor has been invited to attend before the Joint Commit-
tee on Transport and Communications on 3 December 2013, prior to his appointment’s being 
formalised.  

03/12/2013WRO00350Departmental Bodies Board Remuneration

03/12/2013WRO00400225. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
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sources the expenses paid to the board of EirGrid over the past five years in tabular form under 
the headings, fees, travel and subsistence collectively and on an individual basis.  [51421/13]

03/12/2013WRO00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Details of the expenses paid to members of the Board of EirGrid are a matter for the company 
and the Board. The Directors’ Remuneration is published each year in the company’s Annual 
Report which is available on the company’s website: www.eirgrid.com.

03/12/2013WRO00550Broadband Service Provision

03/12/2013WRO00600226. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if his Department is planning to provide a better level of broadband here; if 
he will confirm the budget allocated for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51588/13]

03/12/2013WRO00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives. The market has since developed into a well-regulat-
ed market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a diverse 
range of technology platforms. Details of broadband services available in each County can be 
found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie. The Government’s National Broadband Plan, 
which I published in August 2012, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland 
by ensuring that high speed broadband is available to all citizens and businesses. This will be 
achieved by providing a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incen-
tivising commercial investment, and a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial 
for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway and 
in some instances have been accelerated in both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband 
services. ComReg has put in place a new regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation Ac-
cess and for service bundles, both of which are designed to incentivise the rollout of services by 
service providers. ComReg’s multiband spectrum auction, completed in 2012, is also enabling 
the rollout of advanced mobile broadband services.

In order to progress the State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the 
market to invest, a full procurement process must be designed and EU State Aids approval must 
be obtained. My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the current 
and anticipated investment by the commercial sector to identify where the market is expected 
to deliver high speed broadband services over the coming years. The results of this mapping 
exercise will inform the areas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged 
in the National Broadband Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing. The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014. 
The actual cost to the State will be determined by the structure and outcome of the procurement 
process, which will be designed to ensure value for money.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.
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03/12/2013WRO00750Electricity Transmission Network

03/12/2013WRO00800227. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on the claim that EirGrid has not fully engaged with the public in relation 
to public consultations on its plan for the construction of electricity pylons; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51717/13]

03/12/2013WRO00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Development of the high voltage electricity grid as planned in the EirGrid Grid25 strategy is 
critical to Ireland’s economic and social development. Ensuring secure reliable and safe sup-
plies of electricity is critical to Ireland’s ability to attract inward investment and retain and 
create jobs. All projects in the Grid25 programme are undertaken in accordance with EirGrid’s 
Project Development and Consultation Roadmap. The Roadmap is a five stage approach to 
projects; all stages include opportunities for public consultation and feedback including the fi-
nal stage which is subject to the full planning process of An Bord Pleanála.  Currently the Grid 
Link project is at Stage 1 of the roadmap. Stage 1 is the information gathering stage and the 
Project Stage 1 Report was published by EirGrid on 3 September 2013.  The report identifies a 
number of route corridor options for the new line, and will inform the public consultation pro-
cess. EirGrid are encouraging interested parties to make submissions. On 25 November 2013, 
EirGrid announced its decision to extend the third phase of public consultation on the Grid Link 
Project until Tuesday, 7 January 2014, so that interested parties will have plenty of time to con-
tribute to the consultation process and express their views in relation to the project. 

The Grid West project is at Stage 1 of the roadmap (the information gathering stage) and 
the Project Stage 1 Report was published by EirGrid on 7 October 2013. The report identifies 
a number of route corridor options for the new line, and will inform a public consultation be-
tween now and spring 2014. 

The North South Interconnector project is entering Stage 3 of the roadmap and has already 
been the subject of extensive consultation. The objective of this stage is to confirm the preferred 
project solution. The preferred project solution report, which shows the route of the overhead 
line in detail, has been published. 

The planning process affords further opportunity for citizens to raise views regarding these 
developments.

03/12/2013WRO00950Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

03/12/2013WRO01000228. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide details in tabular form of the different publicly provided 
metropolitan area networks in the country; the year of completion; the total cost of the MAN; 
the year that the MAN was lit; if that is the case, details of the volume of traffic on the MAN; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51729/13]

03/12/2013WRO01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
A table of the Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) and their respective locations, the year of 
completion and year lit for each MAN is attached. The MANs Programme, which was eligible 
for co-funding of 40-50% under the European Regional Development Fund, has cost in the re-
gion of €176 million to date.  Phase I of the MANs programme delivered optical fibre networks 
to twenty eight towns and cities around the country. The total capital cost of Phase I of the 
MANs programme was approximately €85 million (€76m of which was met by my Department 
and €9m of which was met by the local authorities). 
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Phase II of the MANs programme delivered a further sixty optical fibre networks serving 
sixty-six towns and cities. The total capital cost of Phase II of the MANs programme was ap-
proximately €91.5 million (€82.3m of which was met by my Department and €9.2m of which 
was met by the local authorities). It is not possible to give a breakdown of the cost of each 
MAN. However, details of the capital cost by region for each MANs project are set out in the 
table attached. 

The Phase I and Phase II MANs are managed, operated and maintained by e|net, who make 
the networks available to the telecommunications sector on a wholesale basis. These operators 
include service providers who, in turn, provide mobile and fixed line broadband services for 
customers and businesses in these regions. e|net is a commercial organisation and information 
on traffic on the MANs is commercially sensitive. Of the 88 MANs, 83 are currently “lit”, that 
is, connected to backhaul and in use by one or more telecoms service providers. It is estimated 
that in excess of 600,000 individuals and business users are benefitting from the MANs infra-
structure.  

03/12/2013WRO01150Bord Gáis Privatisation

03/12/2013WRO01200229. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the total number of staff within his Department or NewEra who have been 
working on the sale of Bord Gáis Energy; the total cost from his Department for any third party 
service that was engaged in the context or preparation of a sale of Bord Gáis Energy; if he will 
publish any third party reports advising on the sale of Bord Gáis Energy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51771/13]

03/12/2013WRO01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
A total of four officials from my Department were involved in the Working Group and Steering 
Group overseeing the sale process for the Bord Gais Energy business. No additional resources, 
either internal or external were retained by the Department for the purpose of the process and 
officials undertook this work as part of their normal duties. My Department did not directly en-
gage or incur any expenses in respect of third party services relating to the sale process as this 
was undertaken by the NewERA shareholding unit of the NTMA. The NTMA operates under 
the aegis of the Department of Finance and I have no statutory responsibility for this agency.

03/12/2013WRO01350Inland Fisheries Ireland

03/12/2013WRO01400230. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will examine correspondence (details supplied); if he will answer the questions 
raised including a rationale for the decision not to base the salmon population figure on survey 
evidence rather than logbook returns; the reason the tributaries mentioned are open to fishing 
while the River Bride continues to be closed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51782/13]

03/12/2013WRO01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland manages salmon stocks generally on an individual river basis.  Each river contains a 
genetically unique stock, which migrates to sea as juveniles and returns to the same river in 
adulthood to spawn.  The conservation imperative means that exploitation of salmon of each 
river is only permitted where the independent Standing Scientific Committee (SSC) for salmon 
determine that the stock in that river is above its conservation limit.  Based on the deliberations 
of the SSC as regards the status of each individual river stock, and in accordance with Section 
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69(8) of the Inland Fisheries Act, 2010, I commenced the statutory 30 day public consultation 
process for the draft Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme Regulations 2013 for the 
2014 season.  This consultation process commenced on 8 November 2013 and will end on 7 
December 2013.  The draft regulations are open for public inspection and are accessible on my 
Department’s website. Objections to and observations on proposals within the draft regula-
tions, including the matter referred to by the Deputy, may be submitted at any time during the 
consultation period to:-

 Inland Fisheries Division,
 Department of Communications Energy and Natural Resources,
 Elm House, 
 Earlsvale Road,
 Cavan
 or by e-mail to inland.fisheries@dcenr.gov.ie

At the end of this consultation period I can assure that all observations and objections will 
be considered prior to finalisation of the draft regulations and I will arrange for a copy of the 
Statutory Instrument to be laid before both houses of the Oireachtas.  As I am sure the Deputy 
will understand, it would be inappropriate for me to comment any further on an individual river 
or any individual submission until the statutory period for consultation has closed.

03/12/2013WRO01550Media Mergers

03/12/2013WRO01600231. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will report on the progress of media ownership legislation which will promote 
diversity and prevent monopolies; and if he has had discussions with the Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation on this matter. [51961/13]

03/12/2013WRO01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy will be aware, at present my primary function with regard to media is directly 
related to my remit in the broadcasting sector. The responsibility for control of mergers and 
acquisitions, including those relating to the media in the State, lies with my colleague, the 
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation as provided for in the Competition Act 2002. The 
Government decided in 2011 to draft a new Consumer and Competition Bill; part of that Deci-
sion involved giving effect in legislation to the recommendations of the Report of the Advisory 
Group on Media Mergers, and to transfer responsibility for public interest considerations from 
the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation to the Minister for Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources. Primary responsibility for promulgating the Bill required to give ef-
fect to this Decision rests with the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. However, my 
Department has been heavily engaged with the drafting of this legislation in recent months in 
tandem with the Department Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, and I gather that a final Bill will 
be ready for publication shortly.  The critical role of the media in our democracy, and the po-
tentially harmful effects of an over concentration of media ownership, means that this issue is 
a vitally important one. The Government remains committed to implementing a set of robust 
measures that allow for a transparent and objective assessment of the public good in media 
mergers cases, and to do so as quickly as possible.  

03/12/2013WRO01750Electromagnetic Fields Studies

03/12/2013WRO01800232. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government if he will provide assurances regarding fears among the public about the 
health risks to humans on account of high power electricity lines and pylons and particularly 
400 kV lines being constructed nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51699/13]

03/12/2013WRO01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan):  The issue of the potential health effects of electromagnetic fields was the subject of an 
Expert Group Report commissioned by the Government and published in March 2007. This 
Report, entitled Health Effects of Electromagnetic Fields and which is available for download 
on my Department’s website (www.environ.ie), examined a wide range of issues in relation to 
the potential health effects of electromagnetic fields, including those produced from electric-
ity pylons.  The Expert Group reported that the majority scientific opinion was that no adverse 
short - or long-term effects have been demonstrated from exposure to electromagnetic fields at 
levels below the limits recommended by the International Commission on Non-Ionising Radia-
tion Protection (ICNIRP). 

With regard to Extremely Low Frequency (ELF) fields of non-ionising radiation emitted by 
electricity power lines, the Report concluded that there is limited scientific evidence of adverse 
health effects. The Expert Group recommended that precautionary measures be used, where 
appropriate, and that Ireland continue to adopt and enforce the international guidelines devel-
oped by the ICNIRP and endorsed by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the European 
Union, which we continue to do. 

A substantial volume of research on this issue is being carried out internationally by regula-
tory bodies with responsibilities for monitoring the health effects of electromagnetic fields.  The 
findings of this research are being monitored by the WHO’s EMF Project; it is expected that a 
report will issue in 2014. 

My Department will continue to monitor this and other scientific evidence as it is made 
available, and will consider any policy implications in this context.

03/12/2013WRO01950Waste Management

03/12/2013WRO02000233. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the facilities available to families in a situation (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51902/13]

03/12/2013WRO02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): An inter-departmental working group was established under A Resource Opportunity - 
Waste Management Policy in Ireland, which I published in July 2012, to report to Government 
with options to minimise the impact of waste charges on low income households. The Work-
ing Group, which comprises representatives of my Department and the Departments of Social 
Protection; Public Expenditure and Reform; Finance; and the Tánaiste’s Office, submitted its 
second report to Government on 23 July, 2013. Government considered the report and the range 
of complex issues involved and has asked the group to prepare a further report for submission 
in 2014.    

I also published a consultation paper on the Regulation of Household Waste Collection on 
28 November 2013, inviting submissions on issues related to household waste collection.  A 
copy of the consultation paper is available to download from www.environ.ie and submissions 
are requested by 31 January 2014. I anticipate that this consultation exercise will serve as an 
important input to the third report of the inter-departmental working group to the Government.
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03/12/2013WRO02150Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

03/12/2013WRO02200234. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will confirm that the non-principal private residence charge will be 
abolished from 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51977/13]

03/12/2013WRO02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 broadened the revenue base of local authori-
ties by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The self-assessed charge is set 
at €200 per annum and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant 
properties. 

Since its introduction in 2009, the Charge has been an important source of revenue for local 
authorities and has funded the provision of vital local services. Approximately 358,000 proper-
ties have been registered for the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge, which has raised in 
excess of €392 m to date over its five years of operation. 

This year will be the final year of the operation of the Non-Principal Private Residence 
Charge.   

03/12/2013WRO02350Property Taxation Application

03/12/2013WRO02400235. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if local authorities are obliged to charge their tenants for the property tax due 
for the house in which they reside, in view of the fact that the local authority has to pay the 
Revenue Commissioners the property tax due on each of the houses which it owns; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51300/13]

03/12/2013WRO02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with section 58 of the Housing Act 1966, 
housing authorities are responsible for determining the rents of their dwellings, subject to com-
plying with broad principles laid down by my Department, notably that the rent payable should 
be related to income and that low-income households should pay a lower proportion of income 
in rent. 

The current arrangements for determining local authority rents will be substantially replaced 
on the coming into force of section 31 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, 
which predates, and does not refer to, the Local Property Tax legislation. Following the enact-
ment of the Housing (Amendment) Act  2013 in July, I am arranging to make regulations under 
section 31 re-affirming the principle that rents should be related to household income and com-
position, and reflecting the requirement that housing authorities should set rent levels that take 
account, as far as practicable, of the cost of providing works and services to, and managing and 
maintaining, their rented accommodation. I intend to ask the Housing Agency to provide the 
relevant guidance to housing authorities to assist them in making their rent schemes to ensure 
that they comply with the Regulations. 

03/12/2013WRO02550Pyrite Remediation Programme Implementation

03/12/2013WRO02600236. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason the pyrite remediation scheme is isolated to dwellings in the five 
local authority areas of Fingal, Dublin city, Meath, Kildare and Offaly; the options that are 
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available to persons affected by pyrite problems in other counties; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [51315/13]

03/12/2013WRO02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In September 2011, I established an independent panel to consider options for a resolu-
tion of the problem of pyrite in the sub-floor hardcore material which had manifested itself in 
dwellings in a small number of local authority areas. The Panel undertook a desktop study, in 
conjunction with stakeholder consultation, to establish certain facts in relation to the potential 
exposure to pyrite problems. The information was gathered from a number of sources including 
local authorities, structural guarantee providers, representatives of homeowners, private build-
ers, construction professionals and public representatives and was cross referenced to verify, as 
far as practicable, its validity. 

Seventy four estates were identified to the Pyrite Panel as possibly having pyrite in the sub-
floor hardcore of the dwellings therein. All of these estates are located in the five local authority 
areas of Dublin City, Fingal, Kildare, Meath and Offaly. I understand that the Pyrite Panel was 
not made aware of any instances of pyrite in hardcore material occurring outside of those five 
local authority areas at the time of the report’s compilation. 

The Pyrite Panel’s report provides the framework for the proposed remediation scheme and 
the eligibility criteria for the scheme will be reflective of the conclusions and recommendations 
of the report. The scheme will only apply where a dwelling is affected by significant damage 
due to pyritic heave and where this is established in accordance with the relevant Irish Standard 
398-1:2013 Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material-Part 1: Testing and categorisation 
protocol, published by the National Standards Authority of Ireland. In addition, applicants un-
der the scheme will need to demonstrate that they have no other viable options to seek redress. 

In general, building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting parties, the 
homeowner, the builder, the supplier and/or their respective insurers and in the event that the 
parties cannot reach a settlement by negotiation the option of seeking redress in the Courts is 
available. 

03/12/2013WRO02750Shared Ownership Scheme

03/12/2013WRO02800237. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will confirm the person who has responsibility for implementing the 
clawbacks for apartments bought under the affordable housing scheme in the Dublin docklands 
area; in the event that his Department has responsibility; if he will consider the case of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 2; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51335/13]

03/12/2013WRO02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Since the introduction of affordable housing schemes in 
1999 qualifying applicants were enabled to become home owners through purchase of des-
ignated affordable units, including through the shared ownership scheme. This involved the 
purchaser entering into a shared ownership lease with the local authority on a property at a 
significant discount from market value. In these cases, as with all affordable housing sales, a 
clawback was introduced to prevent short-term profit taking on the resale of the house to the 
detriment of the objectives of the schemes. 

While it is not appropriate for me to comment on individual cases, I fully recognise that af-
fordable home owners are in many cases impacted by the downturn in the same way as other 
home owners, for example in consequence of unemployment and possible negative equity.  In 
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such cases borrowers should actively engage with their lenders, whether a commercial financial 
institution or a local authority, to seek to avail of one of the options available to provide sustain-
able solutions to distressed mortgages.  In this regard the mortgage arrears resolution process 
already in place in respect of commercial mortgages is now being implemented across all local 
authorities. In cases of acute mortgage distress homeowners also have the option of seeking to 
avail of the legal process now also in place to deal with personal insolvency.

03/12/2013WRO02950Household Charge Collection

03/12/2013WRO03000238. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the action that has been taken to date against persons who did not pay the 
household charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51346/13]

03/12/2013WRO03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provided the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge. Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver.  
The Charge has operated on a self-assessment basis with an owner of a residential property 
determining liability and paying the Charge.

Local authorities, assisted by the Local Government Management Agency on a shared ser-
vices/agency basis, administered the Household Charge system, including enforcement activ-
ity against non-compliant owners.  Household Charge operational matters are a matter for the 
relevant local authority or for the Agency.

The Local Property Tax legislation provides that Household Charge liabilities which were 
unpaid on 1 July 2013 be treated as a €200 Local Property Tax liability in addition to this year’s 
Local Property Tax liability. As such, outstanding Household Charge liabilities on 1 July 2013 
became Local Property Tax liabilities. 

03/12/2013WRP00150Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRP00200239. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of officials in his Department that are receiving the cost of club 
membership fees, including sports clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of 
employment; the total cost per year to his Department of paying these fees; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51365/13]

03/12/2013WRP00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department does not pay membership fees in respect of any social or sporting clubs. 

Expenditure in respect of staff membership fees of professional bodies in 2013 is outlined 
in the following table. 

Fees to professional bodies are reimbursed in certain circumstances such as where there is a 
legal requirement for the staff member to be registered with a professional body (e.g. in order to 
maintain his/her professional qualifications) or where membership of the body enables the staff 
member to keep abreast of developments in a particularly relevant area of his/her profession.   

Access to papers, training and development that accrues to my Department as a conse-
quence of the membership of the range of relevant professional bodies represents considerable 
value for money in maintaining professional expertise and competency in key business areas.
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Department of Environment, community and Local Government   

Year Organisations Staff Members Cost € 
2013 Association of Chartered Accountants

Chartered Institute of Water & Environmental 
Management 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
Ireland
Engineers Ireland 
Royal Institute  of Architects in Ireland 
Certified Public Accountants 
Institute of Structural Engineers 
Mediation Institute of Ireland 
Royal Town Planning Institute 
Irish Planning Institute 
Chartered Institute of Public Finance & Ac-
countancy 
Chartered Institute of Internal Auditor Mem-
bership 
Chartered Institute of Management Account-
ing 
Total 64 24,000.00 

 Met Éireann 

Year Organisations Staff Members Total Cost € 
2013 Engineers Ireland 

Chartered Institute of Personnel and Develop-
ment 

3 586.32 

03/12/2013WRP00350Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRP00400240. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his Department pays for any of its employees to receive third level quali-
fications; if so, the annual cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a 
financial bonus as a result of receiving this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51379/13]

03/12/2013WRP00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department places considerable emphasis on relevant skills development by staff 
at all levels. It offers ongoing educational and training support for staff, in respect of particu-
lar business requirements identified through the business planning mechanism and the Perfor-
mance Management Development System. Under the Refund of Educational Fees Scheme, 
which operates on an annual basis, staff members can develop specific business related skills 
through a number of formal education programmes offered by third level Institutions.   

The expenditure on third level courses for the period 1 January 2008 to date is as follows:   

Department of Environment, Community and Local Government   

Year: Costs: € 
2008/2009 194,530 
2009/2010 194,698 
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Year: Costs: € 
2010/2011 138,830 
2011/2012 192,824 
2012/2013 134,218 
2013/2014 102,175 

Met Éireann payments shown below are in respect of the calendar year. 

Met Éireann   

Year Costs € 
2008 17,530 
2009 24,124 
2010 22,813 
2011 6,154 
2012 7,040 
2013 9,590 

My Department does not offer any form of financial bonus or merit award as a result of 
receiving qualifications under the Refund of Educational Fees Scheme.   

03/12/2013WRP00550Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

03/12/2013WRP00600241. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount Cork City Council received from his Department in relation to 
the housing adaption grant scheme for older people and people with a disability in 2013; the 
amount that will be available to Cork City Council in the 2014 allocation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51416/13]

03/12/2013WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Cork City Council received an allocation of €1,491,600 
under my Department’s suite of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability for 2013.   
So far, some €1,438,536 has been drawn down by the City Council.

The 2014 Abridged Estimates provision of €28.6 million for the grant scheme will be sup-
plemented by the recently announced €10 million in additional funding for this measure, giving 
an overall provision in 2014 of €38.6 million, some €4.3 million more than the initial Exche-
quer allocation in 2013.  The increased allocation will facilitate the payment of more than 7,800 
grants to assist older people and people with disabilities to remain at home for longer. I intend 
to announce details of the capital allocations to local authorities early in 2014.

03/12/2013WRP00750Unfinished Housing Developments Data

03/12/2013WRP00800242. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will list the 40 unfinished housing estates that are to be demolished.  
[51422/13]

03/12/2013WRP00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The National Co-ordinating Committee, which I chaired, 
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was established as a response to the report of the advisory group on unfinished housing devel-
opments and has harnessed the expertise and goodwill of the construction and banking sectors, 
local authorities, residents representatives and NAMA.

Local authorities are continuing to pursue developers and others to comply with their ob-
ligations under planning regulations. Predominantly developer/funder/receiver funded site 
resolution processes will remain the main vehicle to tackle unfinished developments, and 553 
developments have been brought to a resolution point in this way over the past 12 months.  I 
expect such processes will continue to make significant inroads into the remaining 992 inhab-
ited unfinished developments.   

Additionally, my Department has available a Special Resolution Fund of €10 million, pro-
vided in Budget 2014, to address the completion of infrastructure on developments which could 
not be resolved because of absences of, or inadequacies in, planning securities and other un-
foreseen cost and risk issues. The detailed criteria for this fund are now being finalised. The 
fund will be operated by the local authorities and will be carefully targeted mainly to address 
difficulties in public infrastructure that have arisen on certain developments included in the 
Department’s National Housing Development Survey 2013.

It is also necessary to explore resolution of those developments which appear to be commer-
cially unviable due to location, build quality, commercial demand or other factors and where 
the most prudent course of action may be to seek the agreement of owners/funders to clear all 
or part of the site. Accordingly, the National Coordinating Committee established a group to 
oversee the development of a strategy for these residual developments and to work with stake-
holders in identifying and agreeing such sites for full or partial clearance, thereby improving 
the lives of existing residents and removing dangerous structures from public access. Some 
forty such developments have been initially identified and fall to be addressed by the relevant 
owners, receivers and funders. The estates identified by the funders have not been identified to 
my Department for commercially sensitive reasons. The costs associated with this strategy are 
equally sensitive and I do not hold this information. Responsibility for the clearance of unvi-
able estates remains the responsibility of the funders and I welcome their participation in this 
pragmatic approach which will further underscore a return to a properly functioning property 
market.

03/12/2013WRP00950Departmental Bodies Board Remuneration

03/12/2013WRP01000243. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the expenses paid to the board of An Bord Pleanála over the past five years in 
tabular form, under the headings, fees, travel and subsistence, collectively and on an individual 
basis.  [51423/13]

03/12/2013WRP01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information requested in the question is not collated 
by my Department. 

The 2012 Annual Report and Accounts for An Bord Pleanála were received in my Depart-
ment on 14 November 2013 and will be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas, as required 
under section 118 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, shortly, following their submis-
sion to Government. Note 7 to the Accounts, on Operating Expenses, provides an analysis of 
the types of payments referred to in the question.

Annual reports for the years up to 2012 can be found at www.pleanala.ie.
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03/12/2013WRP01150Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRP01200244. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 468 to 470, inclusive, of 19 No-
vember 2013, when the information requested will be forwarded; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [51495/13]

03/12/2013WRP01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested is being compiled in my Department and will be forwarded to 
the Deputy as soon as possible.

03/12/2013WRP01350Dormant Accounts Fund Grants

03/12/2013WRP01400245. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to introduce a new disbursement scheme from the Dormant Accounts 
Fund for the benefit of community groups around the country; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51505/13]

03/12/2013WRP01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under the Dormant Accounts legislation, balances on dormant accounts with banks, 
building societies and An Post and the net encashment value of certain life assurance policies 
are paid into the Dormant Accounts Fund, which is managed by the National Treasury Manage-
ment Agency. The primary purpose of the legislation is to re-unite the original account holders 
with their moneys, including all interest due. In addition, the legislation provides that disburse-
ments from the fund may be made for charitable purposes or for purposes of community benefit.

The Disbursement Plan of 2009, put in place by the Dormant Accounts Board, will be 
replaced shortly by a new disbursement scheme in accordance with the Dormant Accounts 
(Amendment) Act 2012. The 2012 Act also provides for the preparation of an action plan, to 
give effect to the disbursement scheme. Allocations for disbursement will continue to focus 
on programmes or projects to assist the personal and social development of persons who are 
economically disadvantaged, the educational development of persons who are educationally 
disadvantaged and persons with a disability and will have regard to the policies and priorities 
of the Government in so far as they relate to the types of assistance being proposed, the amount 
of moneys available or likely to be available and ensuring that the moneys are expended in a 
cost effective manner.   

In 2013, I allocated €6.385m for Dormant Accounts Measures, which includes €2.835m 
to be used to support labour force activation measures in local authorities. The corresponding 
provision for 2014 is €5.456m, which will allow for the continuation of funding to support the 
labour force activation measures and the implementation of a modest action plan. 

Given its focus, as set down in the legislation, a significant proportion of the funding dis-
bursed from the Fund is channelled through community and voluntary groups. This is in ad-
dition to the other substantial supports provided by my Department to that sector annually 
through other programmes and schemes. The intention has always been to ensure that there is 
a broad and balanced range of potential beneficiaries from dormant accounts disbursements. I 
believe that this should continue into the future, rather than focussing on any particular sector. 

Further data in relation to Dormant Accounts Funding is available on my Department’s 
website at www.environ.ie.
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03/12/2013WRP01550Social and Affordable Housing Provision

03/12/2013WRP01600246. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government with regard to the land aggregations scheme, it provides that a local authority, 
may transfer residential land, on which there are outstanding Housing Finance Agency loans 
due for redemption; in relation to Cork City Council, where this scheme is at, the land that has 
been transferred; the cost that has been incurred by Cork City Council; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51511/13]

03/12/2013WRP01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Land Aggregation Scheme was introduced in 2010 as 
part of revised arrangements for the funding of land for social housing purposes. 

Since the introduction of the scheme, an estimated total loan value of €162m has been ap-
proved into the Scheme in respect of 73 sites in nineteen local authority areas. The figure of 
€162m includes €111m in respect of loans which have been fully redeemed by local authori-
ties with funding recouped from my Department, under the original terms of the Scheme. The 
remaining €51m is in the form of annuity loans with the Housing Finance Agency (HFA), for 
which local authorities are making repayments to the HFA, and may recoup these payments 
from my Department. 

Cork City Council has applied to have some 7 sites and 9 associated loans included in the 
Land Aggregation Scheme. I understand the combined outstanding value of these loans is in the 
order of €37m. 

My Department is engaged in a review of the Scheme, which will shortly conclude, and 
pending its completion is not in a position to progress applications.

03/12/2013WRP01750Social and Affordable Housing Provision

03/12/2013WRP01800247. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will contact county councils requesting the following information in tabu-
lar form, numbers of their social housing stock; numbers on the housing list; and numbers of 
tenants in the rental accommodation scheme. [51605/13]

03/12/2013WRP01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department publishes a wide range of housing sta-
tistics, including data on the social housing stock. The most recent data relate to 2012 and are 
available online at www.environ.ie.

My Department does not hold any current information on the number tenants on local au-
thority waiting lists. This number fluctuates continuously as households allocated housing and 
new households apply for housing support. I directed all local authorities to prepare a summary 
of social housing assessments carried out in their areas as at 7 May 2013. The results of this 
assessment are expected to be available in the near future and will detail the number of house-
holds on local authority waiting lists at that date. The last summary assessment carried out, at 
31 March, 2011, found that there were 98,318, households in need of social housing support . 
The full results of this assessment are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie 
and the Housing Agency’s website www.housing.ie. 

It is not possible to give a specific breakdown by county of the number of units tenanted at 
any given time under the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS).  Numbers in RAS constantly 
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vary as contracts end, tenants move on to other properties, landlords withdraw from the scheme, 
new tenancies are allocated or vacancies in contracted units are filled. Figures in relation to 
RAS units are generally provided as the number of household transfers from Rent Supplement 
(RS) to RAS and other forms of social housing support. Data on the total number of households 
which have been transferred from RS to RAS and other social housing options since the scheme 
was initiated are available online at www.environ.ie.

03/12/2013WRP01950Social and Affordable Housing Provision

03/12/2013WRP02000248. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of social housing units being planned, by county, in tabular form. 
[51606/13]

03/12/2013WRP02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In addition to the funding levels set out in the Abridged 
Estimates for 2014 in respect of my Department’s social housing investment programme a 
further €30 million in additional investment has also been approved for the delivery of social 
housing next year. The combined funding will facilitate the construction of a substantial num-
ber of new homes in 2014. I intend to announce details shortly of an ambitious programme of 
new house construction for the 2014-2016 period. This will include new local authority and 
voluntary homes as well as new replacement homes in regeneration areas. My Department will 
be liaising with local authorities with a view to shortlisting projects for inclusion in the new 
construction programme. I will announce details of the projects to be progressed across all local 
authorities in due course.

03/12/2013WRP02150Housing Data

03/12/2013WRP02200249. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of families and single persons in hostel accommodation, by county, 
in tabular form.  [51607/13]

03/12/2013WRP02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): While my Department publishes a wide range of housing 
statistics, data on the number of families and single persons in hostel accommodation are not 
included within this range. The most recent report available which would include this informa-
tion related to hostel accommodation is the Central Statistics Office’s special Census report, 
Homeless Persons in Ireland, which was published in September 2012. This report identified a 
total of 3,744 people as housed in accommodation defined as emergency, transitional or long-
term on Census night, 10 April 2011, with a further 64 individuals sleeping rough. 

The report identified that over 40% of the homeless population was enumerated in accom-
modation which was categorised as emergency.   This category includes hostels as well as other 
forms of emergency accommodation such as B&Bs. Full details of the report are available on 
the Central Statistics Office’s website.

03/12/2013WRP02350Private Rented Accommodation Provision

03/12/2013WRP02400250. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of private landlords registered with the Private Residential Tenan-



3 December 2013

399

cies Board in each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013. [51608/13]

03/12/2013WRP02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have no function in the operational matters of the Private 
Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB), an independent statutory body established on 1 Septem-
ber 2004 under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004. The PRTB’s annual reports are available on 
its website www.prtb.ie and the reports include details on registration figures. 

03/12/2013WRP02550Voluntary Housing Sector

03/12/2013WRP02600251. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when funds will be made available from his Department in respect of a unit 
(details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51611/13]

03/12/2013WRP02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In July, 2012 my Department approved a 3-year construc-
tion programme to deliver some 111 houses for special needs accommodation for the voluntary 
housing sector. This included the construction of 9 units for the Saint Joseph’s Foundation at a 
cost of €1.4 million. 

The tender report for this project, submitted by Limerick County Council, is currently under 
consideration in my Department and a decision will be made as quickly as possible.

03/12/2013WRP02750Leader Programmes Applications

03/12/2013WRP02800252. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans for the Town Hall facility in Loughrea, County Galway which is cur-
rently being renovated; the timeframe within which it will reopen; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51617/13]

03/12/2013WRP02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no plans in relation to the Town Hall facility in Loughrea, Co. Galway.  I under-
stand, however, that an application for LEADER funding has been submitted to Galway Rural 
Development (GR D), the Local Development Company (LDC) contracted, on my Depart-
ment’s behalf, to deliver the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-
2013 (RDP) in that area.

In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development the LDCs are the principal 
decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding. Such decisions are made in the 
context of the local development strategy and in line with Programme’s Operating Rules and 
EU regulations. 

03/12/2013WRP02950Electoral Commission Administration

03/12/2013WRP03000253. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of persons employed at count centres for referenda and elections 
since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51704/13]

03/12/2013WRP03100254. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of persons employed at polling stations for referenda and elections 
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since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51705/13]

03/12/2013WRP03200263. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a breakdown of the number of local authority employees 
employed to work at polling stations and count centres; the grade of each employed persons, by 
county council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51760/13]

03/12/2013WRP03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 253, 254 and 263 together.

The primary role of my Department in electoral matters is to provide an appropriate policy 
and legislative framework for a modern and efficient electoral system. Within that framework, 
local returning officers are responsible for all matters in connection with the actual conduct of 
elections and referendums, including the selection, appointment and training of polling station 
and count staff in accordance with the relevant provisions of electoral law. 

My Department issues guidance to Returning Officers in advance of each election and refer-
endum. The guidance emphasises that the smooth conduct of polls is dependent on maintaining 
a cadre of sufficiently skilled and experienced people. Having regard to that overall objective, 
returning officers are advised to employ competent and efficient persons as polling staff and 
asked to give consideration, where possible, to employing suitable persons who are unem-
ployed, particularly when seeking to fill the post of Polling Clerk, where the responsibilities of 
the post can be fulfilled under the guidance of the Presiding Officer.   

As employment in connection with polls taken at elections and referendums is a matter for 
returning officers, my Department does not compile statistics on the employment provided. 
However, certain information on employment provided by returning officers at the Childrens 
Referendum held in November 2012 was compiled by my Department. This information, which 
is based on information provided by Returning Officers for 35 out of 43 constituencies and 
which showed that 28.6% of those employed were unemployed at the time, is set out in the fol-
lowing table.

Positions Total number of 
staff employed 

Number of ‘un-
employed’ persons 
employed 

‘unemployed’ 
persons as a % 
of the total 

Poll Clerks 4,524 1,780 39.35 
Presiding Officers 4,527 1,120 24.74 
Supervisory Presiding Officers 352 33 9.38 
Special Presiding Officers 124 10 8.06 
Emergency Presiding Officers 23 3 13.04 
Count Supervisor 186 14 7.53 
Calculator 110 6 5.45 
Counter 1,603 321 20.02 
Other Staff 205 41 20.00 
Total 11,654 3,328 28.56 

03/12/2013WRQ00075Departmental Schemes

03/12/2013WRQ00100255. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider introducing a national community hedge-cutting grant scheme 
and-or provide support to local authorities that wish to initiate such a scheme to assist landown-
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ers and community groups in maintaining hedgerows; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51714/13]

03/12/2013WRQ00200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has no plans to introduce a national community hedge-cutting grant 
scheme.  Regarding a local authority initiative, it is a matter for each local authority to deter-
mine its own spending priorities in the context of the annual budgetary process having regard 
both to locally identified needs and available resources.

03/12/2013WRQ00250Social and Affordable Housing Provision

03/12/2013WRQ00300256. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the potential sources of funding from the European Investment Bank for 
social housing build, social housing refurbishment and social housing energy efficiency retrofit-
ting or any related schemes; and the applications his Department has made or encouraged local 
authorities to make to access such funding.  [51736/13]

03/12/2013WRQ00400257. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the discussions that have been held within his Department or between 
his Department and any local authorities or other related bodies on the subject of local authori-
ties establishing arms-length companies operating as housing associations for the purpose of 
drawing down funds from the Housing Finance Agency and-or the European Investment Bank 
to fund social housing projects; his views on this matter; and if his Department intends to carry 
out any further work on this issue as part of its plan to meet the existing levels of housing need.  
[51737/13]

03/12/2013WRQ00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 256 and 257 together.

In 2011 the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) was introduced to facilitate the secur-
ing of finance by Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) from sources other than the Exchequer, 
including from the Housing Finance Agency and private lending institutions.  The CALF pro-
vides a capital equity injection which assists AHBs in securing private finance.  To date over 
€10 million has been advanced to AHBs using this facility which has supported the provision 
of 158 social housing units.  It is open to AHBs to consider and put forward proposals to meet 
housing need under the CALF.  I am not aware of any case where loan finance has been sourced 
by AHBs from the European Investment Bank (EIB).  It would be a matter for AHBs them-
selves to approach the EIB with proposals in this regard. 

Under the EU Structural and Investment Funds 2014 -2020, financial assistance may be 
provided by way of grant from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) in respect 
of a number of investment priorities within the thematic objectives set out in the relevant EU 
Regulation.  In accordance with the investment priority of Supporting the Shift Towards a Low 
Carbon Economy, my Department submitted a proposal under the South and East Regional 
Operational Programme 2014-2020 for the deep retrofitting of some 2,000 local authority apart-
ments and flats in Dublin, Cork and Limerick at an estimated cost of €100 million.  It is pro-
posed that 25% of the cost would be met by way of a grant from the ERDF with a further 50% 
of the cost to be met by way of loan finance from the EIB.  The balance of funding would be 
provided from my Department’s social housing budget.  

It is intended that the retrofitting works would be undertaken by a number of AHBs who 
would subsequently manage and maintain the properties on behalf of the local authority.  My 
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Department held a series of meetings with relevant stakeholders in connection with this appli-
cation including the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform, the Regional 
Assemblies which act as Managing Authority for the EU Structural and Investment Funds, and 
the Irish Council for Social Housing (ICSH).  My Department understands the ICSH intend to 
invite AHBs with an interest in participating in the project to a meeting in the near future. 

Further social housing proposals of this nature and involving the EIB and the AHBs will be 
considered in the context of the outcome of this proposal.

03/12/2013WRQ00550Hazardous Waste Removal

03/12/2013WRQ00600258. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if there is any funding for families who inadvertently build their houses with 
asbestos roofing products, without knowing the health risks of these products; and, if not, if he 
will consider making available such funding.  [51749/13]

03/12/2013WRQ00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There are no specific grants available from my Department or local authorities for the 
removal of asbestos in buildings.  However, the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older 
People and People with a Disability provide a range of grants for necessary improvement works 
or adaptations to houses in order to facilitate the continued independent occupancy of their own 
homes by older people and people with a disability.  These schemes cover works reasonably 
necessary for the purposes of rendering a house more suitable for the accommodation of ap-
plicants, and can in those circumstances include the removal of asbestos.

There is a general ban on the use of asbestos under Directive 76/769/EEC as amended, 
which was transposed in Ireland through the European Communities (Dangerous Substances 
and Preparations) (Marketing and Use) Regulations.  The prevention of exposure is the focus 
of occupational safety and health legislation concerning asbestos in the workplace. Specific 
worker protection Regulations regarding the protection of workers from the risks related to 
exposure to asbestos fibres while at work have been in place since 1989.  The most up-to-date 
Regulations are the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (Exposure to Asbestos) Regulations 
2006, which are enforced by the Health and Safety Authority. The Authority comes under the 
remit of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. Insofar as the management of asbes-
tos as a waste is concerned, the Waste Management Acts 1996-2007 prohibit any person from 
holding, transporting, recovering or disposing of waste in a manner which causes or is likely to 
cause environmental pollution, defined in Section 5 to include action which would to a signifi-
cant extent endanger human health.  It is recommended that expert advice should be sought in 
dealing with asbestos materials and if removal is necessary it should only be done by a compe-
tent contractor with the required training.

03/12/2013WRQ00750Waste Management Regulations

03/12/2013WRQ00800259. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the specific licenses gained by a company (details supplied) in Monasterevin, 
County Kildare in order for them to operate; and if any provisions were made to deal with the 
odours that are released from such a business.  [51750/13]

03/12/2013WRQ00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Issues concerning the enforcement of waste management legislation, including the is-
suing of licences, are a matter for the appropriate regulatory authority and should therefore be 
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pursued with the Environmental Protection Agency or the relevant local authority, as appropri-
ate. Under section 60(3) of the Waste Management Act 1996, as Minister, I am precluded from 
exercising any power or control in relation to the performance by the Agency or a local author-
ity, in particular circumstances, of a statutory function vested in it.

03/12/2013WRQ00950Local Development Companies Administration

03/12/2013WRQ01000260. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of local development companies that have been subject to Em-
ployment Appeals Tribunal hearings in the past five years; the names of those LDCs; the pay-
ments that were awarded in each case; the way the moneys were paid; the total cost to the State, 
including awards and legal fees and a breakdown of the settlements; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [51751/13]

03/12/2013WRQ01100261. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of local development companies that have been the subject of 
complaints to all statutory labour relations mechanisms in the past five years and the name of 
the LDC in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51752/13]

03/12/2013WRQ01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 260 and 261 together. 

There are 50 Local Development Companies (LDCs) contracted, on my Department’s be-
half, to deliver the Local Community Development Programme, with 35 of those also deliver-
ing the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, throughout the 
country.  These LDCs are independent companies with their own boards of management and 
memoranda and articles of association.  My Department has no role in the internal operations of 
these companies and, therefore, does not have a role in relation to any of the issues referred to in 
the Questions.  These matters are solely for the boards of the Companies to manage and address.   

Under the Community Affairs (Transfer of Departmental Administration and Ministerial 
Functions) Order 2011, certain functions vested in the then Minister for Community, Equality 
and Gaeltacht Affairs were transferred to me, as Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government.  These functions included the functions relating to Section 2(3) of the 
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2007, providing that: 

   “The Minister shall not be, or be deemed to be, an employer, within the meaning of the 
Terms of Employment (Information) Acts 1994 and 2001, by virtue of the provision of fund-
ing to a person or persons under any scheme”.

03/12/2013WRQ01250Local Development Companies Administration

03/12/2013WRQ01300262. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of 2013 local development company programmes that have yet 
to be signed off by Pobal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51753/13]

03/12/2013WRQ01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department’s Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) is managed 
and administered, on my Department’s behalf, by Pobal.  The aim of the annual approval pro-
cess is to facilitate and promote a more co-ordinated delivery of the services provided by Local 
Development Companies under the LCDP, by facilitating complementarity between their indi-
vidual plans and the County/City strategy for the area, thereby avoiding duplication of work, 
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helping to address gaps, and, maximising the impact of programmes for local communities. 

Following the 2013 appraisal process, undertaken by the County Development Boards, my 
Department and Pobal, 49 of the 50 LCDP plans have been approved. Pobal is working with the 
Board of the LDC in the remaining case to resolve the outstanding matter in relation to its plan.  
Following that process, Pobal will be making a recommendation to my Department.

Question No. 263 answered with Question No. 253.

03/12/2013WRQ01550Pyrite Remediation Programme Implementation

03/12/2013WRQ01600264. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the date on which enabling legislation relating to the Pyrite Resolution Board will 
be passed; when the board will commence receiving applications; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [51766/13]

03/12/2013WRQ01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The legislation needed to provide for the operation of a pyrite remediation scheme and 
the establishment of the Pyrite Resolution Board on a statutory basis is currently in preparation 
and my Department is working closely with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to en-
sure that the Bill is published at the earliest possible date. I hope to bring the legislation to the 
Oireachtas before the end of this term.   

The Pyrite Resolution Board will be responsible for overseeing the delivery of the remedia-
tion scheme and will be supported in this endeavour by the Housing and Sustainable Communi-
ties Agency.  In the interim period, the Board is continuing to work on an administrative basis 
to develop appropriate systems and procedures, including an online application and processing 
system, in order to ensure that it will be in a position to accept applications as soon as the leg-
islation is published.

03/12/2013WRQ01750Pyrite Panel Report Recommendations

03/12/2013WRQ01800265. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on the observations in the pyrite report that it would be in the banks’ own 
interest to facilitate a process that would protect their assets; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51767/13]

03/12/2013WRQ01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil 
Hogan): The report of the independent Pyrite Panel, which was published in July 2012, rec-
ommended engagement by key stakeholders, including the banks, in processes which would 
provide solutions for affected homeowners.  My preferred approach was for responsible stake-
holders to take ownership of the problem and to work with me to provide a voluntary industry 
led solution to the problem.  Against this background and following receipt of the pyrite report, 
I engaged with the stakeholders, which included the banking sector, with the objective of secur-
ing a voluntary, industry-led response which would include appropriate funding arrangements.  
However, despite protracted discussions, the stakeholders would not commit to putting in place 
a voluntary scheme.  In the absence of an agreement with the stakeholders the Government ap-
proved, in April 2013, the funding of a remediation scheme through the imposition of manda-
tory levies on the construction and insurance sectors.   

Implementation of the remediation scheme was to be supported by a not-for-profit entity, 
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established by the construction stakeholders, who would have operated under the supervision 
of the Pyrite Resolution Board.  Under that process, it was intended that the entity would have 
been the borrower of a loan facility, which a number of financial institutions had signalled 
their willingness to provide, to facilitate the early commencement of pyrite remediation works.  
Unfortunately, due to legal difficulties it was not possible to proceed on the basis of those pro-
posals.  The revised arrangements which have recently been approved by Government do not 
involve a role for the banking sector.  However, I would encourage the banks to respond sym-
pathetically and positively to customers who may have particular financial requirements while 
their homes are being remediated.

03/12/2013WRQ01950Priory Hall Development

03/12/2013WRQ02000266. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the progress being made since a resolution was agreed with Priory Hall resi-
dents; the number of home owners who have since signed new mortgage agreements; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51798/13]

03/12/2013WRQ02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In October 2013 I announced a welcome development in relation to Priory Hall in the 
form of a resolution framework resulting from a three week process of engagement with the 
stakeholders best placed to deliver the necessary solutions.  In broad terms, the key features of 
the framework document include: 

- the Government, Dublin City Council, the relevant members of the Irish Banking Federa-
tion and other stakeholders will work together to secure the successful resolution of the Priory 
Hall issue;   

- recognising the exceptional and unique difficulties faced by the home owners in Priory 
Hall over the last two years, a fair and reasonable solution to their housing needs will be identi-
fied as part of this resolution process;   

- solutions will be devised on a case-by-case basis in accordance with this Framework, tak-
ing account of the differing circumstances of each owner occupier in Priory Hall;

  - an appropriate arrangement will also be put place to recognise the difficulties facing own-
ers of buy-to-let properties in Priory Hall; and,   

- the cost burden for resolution of the Priory Hall issue will be shared between the State, 
Dublin City Council, relevant members of the Irish Banking Federation and other stakeholders 
as appropriate.   

The Government has also established an implementation group, chaired by Dr. Martin 
McAleese, to oversee the effective implementation of all aspects of the agreed Framework.  
The implementation group, which has already commenced activity, includes representatives of 
both former residents and buy-to-let owners, thereby ensuring that all of the Priory Hall hom-
eowners are fully engaged and fairly treated.  Any arrangements that may be agreed between an 
individual homeowner and their mortgage provider is a matter between those parties.

03/12/2013WRQ02150Traveller Accommodation

03/12/2013WRQ02200267. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government where he sees the €1 million cut in social inclusion funding taking place; and the 
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criteria that will be applied. [51832/13]

03/12/2013WRQ02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the reply to Questions Nos.19 and 23 of 23 Oc-
tober 2013 which set out the position on this matter.

03/12/2013WRQ02350Electoral Reform

03/12/2013WRQ02400268. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will extend voting rights to all EU citizens.  [51839/13]

03/12/2013WRQ02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Subject to age and residency requirements, a registered elector’s citizenship determines 
the polls at which he or she is entitled to vote. British citizens may vote at Dáil, European 
Parliament and local elections; EU citizens may vote at European Parliament and local elec-
tions; and non-EU citizens may vote at local elections. Irish citizens alone are entitled to vote 
at Presidential elections and referendums.

While electoral law is subject to ongoing review, I have no proposals at present to change 
the existing arrangements.

Leader Programmes Applications

03/12/2013WRR00200269. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 487 of 18 July 2013, if the further inves-
tigations and legal advice as a result of the decision of the Ombudsman in respect of a project 
(details supplied) are now completed; the outcome of those investigations; if the Ombudsman 
made a recommendation that funding should be paid in respect of this project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51893/13]

03/12/2013WRR00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the LEADER elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, there are 35 Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the Programme throughout the country.  These 
groups are the principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding.  Such 
decisions are made in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and 
in line with the Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations. My Department is charged 
with ensuring that all decisions made at local level are compliant with both the National and EU 
regulatory frameworks and that there is a robust system in place to facilitate this. This includes 
a system of control checks as well as a subsequent appeals system on foot of such controls.

The project referred to in the question was subject to such control checks and was deemed 
ineligible. The initial decision was subject to the review and appeals process in place in my De-
partment and the decision was upheld at each stage of this process. The matter also involved a 
review by the office of the Ombudsman.  Following receipt of the Ombudsman’s decision, and 
legal advice, further investigations have been undertaken. The results of these investigations 
will be made available once complete.

Leader Programmes Funding
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03/12/2013WRR00400270. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he will provide additional funding to the Cavan-Monaghan Leader group 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51941/13]

03/12/2013WRR00500271. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide additional funding with immediate effect to the Cavan-
Monaghan Leader group as the reduction in funding of €2.1 million last May is having a very 
negative effect on a number of projects which have good employment potential and such projects 
are important to local communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51944/13]

03/12/2013WRR00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 270 and 271 together.

During 2011, the European Commission approved a change in the maximum co-funding 
rate from 55% to 85% in relation to LEADER. This had the effect of reducing the available 
funding under the Programme from €427 million to an estimated €370 million.  It was therefore 
necessary to carry out a comprehensive review of the level of commitments and expenditure 
across the Programme in order to apportion the remaining funds among the Local Development 
Companies (LDCs), taking into account the level of commitments already entered into.  The 
redistribution of funding was conducted in as fair and equitable a manner as was possible.

On 20 May 2013, Cavan Monaghan LEADER was awarded a revised allocation of RDP 
funding of €9,923,866. My Department is keeping the funding position under constant review. 
I expect that there will be a small amount of uncommitted LEADER Programme funding avail-
able for re-distribution to LDCs before year end; I will review the options available for distrib-
uting these funds and make allocations in the coming weeks.

Planning Issues

03/12/2013WRR00700272. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if attic or internal conversion was intended to be included in the development 
contributions attached to planning permissions; if this is being implemented by each local au-
thority; his views that it is fair to implement such a charge where the work being carried out is 
internal only; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51949/13]

03/12/2013WRR00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The statutory basis for the operation of development con-
tribution schemes is set out in the Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2010 supplemented 
by additional guidelines issued by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government under Section 28 of the Act.  Under the Acts, the making of development contribu-
tion schemes is a reserved function of the elected members of the relevant planning authority. 
As such, the content of individual development contribution schemes is a matter for each plan-
ning authority to determine within the overall framework of the relevant legislation.

NAMA Social Housing Provision

03/12/2013WRR00900273. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a county breakdown of the National Asset Management Agency 
properties transferred to local authorities and voluntary organisations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51955/13]
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03/12/2013WRR01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): To the end of September this year 4,319 units have been 
identified by NAMA as being potentially suitable for social housing. Of these some 1,900 have 
been confirmed as being suitable and 443 of these units have been completed or contracted. A 
full breakdown by county of the units identified, deemed suitable and completed or contracted, 
is shown in the table. Further information, including quarterly updates, in relation to the de-
livery of NAMA sourced units is available at the Housing Agency’s website www.housing.ie/
NAMA.

County Identified Suitable Complete/Contracted 
Carlow 137 82 55 
Cavan 47 
Clare 169 19 7 
Cork 471 271 36 
Cork City 419 202 53 
Donegal 95 59 
Dublin City 628 252 55 
Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down 

328 122 58 

Fingal 203 45 20 
Galway 84 44 
Galway City 117 117 45 
Kerry 90 52 15 
Kildare 243 97 57 
Kilkenny 167 96 
Laois 98 10 
Leitrim 35 
Limerick 112 9 9 
Longford 31 11 
Louth 27 27 27 
Mayo 66 58 
Meath 203 38 
Monaghan 35 30 
North Tipperary 13 
Offaly 79 64 
Roscommon 91 1 
Sligo 46 15 
South Dublin 60 42 
South Tipperary 24 
Waterford 65 27 
Westmeath 42 29 4 
Wexford 90 74 2 
Wicklow 36 7 
Total 4,351 1,900 443 

Community Development Initiatives

03/12/2013WRR01100274. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the details of the planned changes to funding the community sector. 
[51958/13]
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03/12/2013WRR01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Budget 2014 makes provision of €102.44 million for Community and Rural Develop-
ment, reflecting the Government’s commitment to the sector notwithstanding the very difficult 
choices which have had to be made over a number of years now to address our economic crisis.  
I am very aware of the great work being done in communities and the need to continue local 
development initiatives to the greatest extent possible. With that in mind, I have prioritised the 
Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) and the 2014 provision will be €47.7 
million. This will allow some 14,000 people who are distanced from the labour market to re-
ceive direct one-to-one labour market training and supports. I also anticipate that in the order of 
€50 million will become available to carry forward into 2014 to fund LEADER projects.

There are some reductions to a number of specific budget lines within the Community vote, 
reflecting a range of considerations, including the scale of spending in previous years, the ma-
turity of particular programmes, and the balance required to meet EU co-funding needs. For 
example, there will be reductions of between 5% and 7% to the RAPID and Supports for Com-
munity and Voluntary Sector allocations for 2014.  The Interreg programme will be reduced 
by 8%. The Programme for Peace and Reconciliation will have reduced current funding but its 
capital funding will be increased by 27%.  I am satisfied that these allocations will fully meet 
2014 commitments.

In respect of the local development sector, the vision and focus underpinning the Govern-
ment’s decisions is in Putting People First – Action Plan for Effective Local Government, to 
achieve a more joined-up approach to service delivery at local level, with responsibility for 
what is being done – and being spent – in the area of local and community development de-
volved to local level.  This will be underpinned by new local governance arrangements that 
will seek to enhance involvement by citizens and communities in the design, implementation 
and targeting of services.  Local Community Development Committees are being established 
as participative committees which will be tasked with developing a 6 year City/County Local 
and Community Plan for its local authority area encompassing all state-funded local and com-
munity development interventions.

Pyrite Remediation Programme

03/12/2013WRR01300275. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government noting that Homebond prior to the establishment of an insurance backed structural 
guarantee in 2008 collected significant funds, and now has a surplus of €25 million, and in view 
of the lapse since 2008 of elements having a five year guarantee that there will be no call on that 
surplus other than possibly isolated structural damage cases, his views on whether the Home-
bond surplus should be handed over to the Pyrite Resolution Board to fund remedial works on 
houses damaged by pyrite-induced heave which Homebond had guaranteed against major stru-
cural damage prior to walking away from the so-called guarantee in 2011.  [51811/13]

03/12/2013WRR01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): HomeBond is a private limited company which provided a structural guarantee scheme to 
purchasers of new homes; since November 2008 the scheme is underwritten by Allianz Insur-
ance. As a private company my Department has no role or function in its operations.

I have made my position very clear on the issue of responsibility for providing a resolu-
tion of the pyrite problem for affected homeowners. I believe that the parties identified in the 
report of the independent Pyrite Panel as having a direct or indirect responsibility for the pyrite 
problem should contribute to the resolution of the problem. It was against this background that 
I engaged in protracted discussions with the key stakeholders, including HomeBond, to try and 
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put in place a framework within which those parties could bring about a resolution of the prob-
lem; regrettably, this did not prove possible.  However, the Pyrite Resolution Board remains in 
discussions with HomeBond with a view to agreeing an open and transparent process for them 
to make a positive contribution to the implementation of a pyrite remediation scheme.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

03/12/2013WRR01500276. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which this country is obligated to conform to international 
agreements in respect of carbon emission reductions; the extent to which we remain on target in 
this regard; the consequences in the event of failure to meet targets in this regard in respect of 
carbon-related penalties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51673/13]

03/12/2013WRR01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Ireland is subject to legally binding greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction targets, 
pursuant to the Kyoto Protocol under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) in respect of the period 2008 to 2012 and as part of its membership of the 
European Union, pursuant to the so-called Effort Sharing Decision (Decision No. 406/2009/
EC) in respect of the period 2013 to 2020.  Specifically, under the Kyoto Protocol, Ireland must 
limit the growth in its GHG emissions to 13 per cent above 1990 levels over the period 2008 to 
2012. Under the Effort Sharing Decision, which applies to GHG emissions outside the scope 
of the European Union’s Emissions Trading System, Ireland must limit the growth in its GHG 
emissions to 20 per cent below 2005 levels over the period 2013 to 2020.  Ireland is on course 
to confirm compliance with its target for the purposes of the Kyoto Protoco l in the commitment 
period 2008 to 2012.

In light of the ambitious target set for Ireland to reduce its GHG emissions over the period 
2013 to 2020, I am aware that this will prove challenging to achieve.  However, I am satisfied 
that Ireland is on course to comply with the mitigation trajectory in the first half of this compli-
ance period. I will review progress in terms of meeting the compliance challenge in the years 
2017 to 2020, having regard to the outcome of the ongoing programme for the development of 
national climate policy and legislation. Consistent with the Government’s commitment to meet-
ing Ireland’s obligations and its progressive approach to the development of national climate 
policy, the focus on securing compliance with European Union law in the period to 2020 will 
be on domestic mitigation rather than the purchase of additional carbon credits.

Deportation Orders Re-examination

03/12/2013WRR01700277. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51297/13]

03/12/2013WRR01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Given that the person con-
cerned had no valid basis to remain in the State, and in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), he was, by letter dated 20th June, 2011, 
notified that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him. He was given 
the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consent-
ing to the making of a Deportation Order or of making written representations to the Minister 
setting out the reasons why he should not have a Deportation Order made against him. Written 
representations have been submitted by the person concerned.  The position in the State of the 
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person concerned will now be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3(6) of the 
Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on 
the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a final 
decision is made. Once a final decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

03/12/2013WRR01850Prisoner Diversions

03/12/2013WRR01900278. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners in prisons here out of the total population that have access to TV and games consoles; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51345/13]

03/12/2013WRR02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested the informa-
tion sought from the Director General of the Irish Prison Service and I will revert to the Deputy 
when this information is to hand.

Prisoner Data

03/12/2013WRR02100279. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number and 
proportion of prisoners that have left prison in the past five years that served their full sentence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51347/13]

03/12/2013WRR02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is not possible to provide the 
number and proportion of prisoners that have served their full sentence in custody in the past 
5 years as this would require the manual examination of records.  Such an examination would 
require a disproportionate and inordinate amount of staff time and effort and could not be justi-
fied in current circumstances where there are other significant demands on resources.

Review meetings take place at regular intervals in each of our prisons where the Governor, 
other members of senior management and representatives from the professional therapeutic 
services discuss individual cases and then make recommendations to an official from Prison 
Service Headquarters as to how the sentence management of a case should proceed. This may 
at times include a recommendation that the person engage in the school, work with the addic-
tion services, etc but may also at times recommend that a prisoner be considered for a transfer 
from a closed prison, that they be considered for daily temporary release to attend a training 
programme or at times that they be granted supervised reviewable temporary release.

Prisoners serving short sentences, i.e. under 12 months, may be moved to an open centre 
shortly after committal. Other longer term prisoners being prepared for the transition back into 
the community man be considered for moves with about 2 years left in their sentence. Excep-
tional prisoners who are engaging strongly with the therapeutic services can sometimes be 
considered for a transfer with up to 4 years left to serve in their sentence.  For prisoners serv-
ing sentences in excess of 8 years recommendations on their sentence management including 
transfers to open centres or temporary release are made to me by the Parole Board.  It is very 



Questions - Written Answers

412

important to note that it does not necessarily follow that a prisoner will receive a transfer to an 
Open Centre or temporary release even if the recommendation is to that effect.

The Deputy will appreciate that in all cases where prisoners have applied for a transfer to 
an open centre, early or compassionate release, or other concessions, there are safety, security, 
operational and logistical considerations that must be taken into account by the Irish Prison 
Service when deciding whether to approve or refuse the application. There is no automatic en-
titlement to concessions for prisoners at a specific point in their sentence or in light of specific 
conduct. Each case is examined on its individual merits.

Magdalen Laundries

03/12/2013WRR02300280. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason he is denying 
health care to nine survivors of the Magdalen laundries based in the United States.  [51355/13]

03/12/2013WRR02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Legislation is required in order 
to implement Judge Quirke’s recommendation with regard to the provision of medical services 
to the women who were admitted to and worked in the Magdalen Laundries, St. Mary’s Train-
ing Centre Stanhope Street and House of Mercy Training School, Summerhill, Wexford.  My 
Department, in consultation with the Department of Health is working on the preparation of 
the necessary legislation. The issue of providing medical services to women, eligible under the 
Scheme, who reside outside the State will be considered by the Minister for Health.

03/12/2013WRR02450Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRR02500281. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
officials in his Department that are receiving the cost of club membership fees, including sports 
clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the total cost per year to 
his Department of paying these fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51369/13]

03/12/2013WRR02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department will only 
cover the cost of membership of professional bodies’ fees on behalf of staff where that mem-
bership has a direct relevance to the individual’s role, or can be considered to have a benefit to 
the work of the Department.  The cost of these payments for 2013, to date, is approximately 
€8,400.00.  My Department does not cover the cost of any other form of club membership fees 
on behalf of staff.

03/12/2013WRR02650Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRR02700282. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his Depart-
ment is paying for any of its employees to receive third-level qualifications; if so, the annual 
cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a result of 
receiving this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51383/13]

03/12/2013WRR02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department is committed 
to supporting a continuous learning and development environment in which staff are presented 
with opportunities to improve their skills and qualifications so as to better equip them to make 
a positive and dynamic contribution to the business needs of the Department.  Financial as-
sistance is offered to staff pursuing a variety of courses in accordance with the provisions of 
Department of Finance circular 23/07: Post-Entry Education.  Applications are considered with 
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reference to the following criteria: relevance and significance of the course to the applicant’s 
role and to the work of the Department; the number of applications received; the overall cost; 
and previous investment, by the Department, in the applicant’s education and development.  My 
Department does not sanction any additional payments to staff who gain a third-level qualifica-
tion under the scheme.  The annual investment in staff under the scheme for each of the past 5 
years is set out in the table.

Year Spend on third-level qualifications taken by staff          
€

2009   379,457
2010   360,324
 2011   308,715
 2012   205,058
2013 (to date)   152,094

My Department will, as far as possible, continue to provide support for the continuous pro-
fessional development of staff.  However the Deputy will appreciate that reductions in public 
expenditure, necessary to restore our country’s fiscal position, have impacted on the level of 
support that my Department can provide to individuals pursuing a third-level (or higher) quali-
fication.

Road Traffic Offences

03/12/2013WRR02900283. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding a fine in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry.  [51403/13]

03/12/2013WRR03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that I have no direct role in the administration of the fixed charge notice system which is a mat-
ter for An Garda Síochána.  The time limits with respect to accepting payments in respect of 
Fixed Charge Notices issued are set out in legislation and no discretion is permitted with regard 
to extending these time periods.  Where a fixed charge notice relates to a penalty point offence, 
the declaration section has to be completed and signed by the driver in question before pay-
ment can be processed.  Where payment cannot be made in person, payment can be made by 
post to the address provided on the notice, together with the completed and signed declaration.  
I understand that the Garda authorities have advised that the fixed charge notice be posted or 
emailed to the driver in question.

03/12/2013WRS00150Mobile Telephone Seizures

03/12/2013WRS00200284. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
mobile phones that were confiscated from the prison population to date in 2013 and for each of 
the last five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51411/13]

03/12/2013WRS00250Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 36 of the Prisons Act, 
2007, which was brought into operation on 1 May, 2007, makes it an offence for prisoners to 
have unauthorised possession of or use of mobile telecommunication devices. Under the Act it 
is also an offence to supply such a device to a prisoner.  The penalties for such an offence, on 
summary conviction, include a fine not exceeding €5,000 or imprisonment for a term not ex-
ceeding 12 months or both, and on conviction on indictment, to a fine not exceeding €10,000 or 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5 years or both. It is Irish Prison Service policy to report 
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and hand over seizures of mobile phones to the Gardaí.

Given advances in mobile telecommunications technology, mobile phones are becoming 
increasingly small in size, which provides the Irish Prison Service with particular challenges 
in seeking to (i) prevent their entry into prisons and (ii) locate them when smuggled inside. 
Specialist staff, however, are employed by the Irish Prison Service to combat this problem to 
the greatest extent possible. Due to improvements in security within our Prisons the number of 
mobile phones being seized in the previous years has reduced significantly.

I wish also to advise the Deputy that between 1 January 2013 and 13 October 2013, 675 
mobile phones had been seized by the staff of the Irish Prison Service.   

Year Mobile Phones Seized
2008 2,047
2009 2,174
2010 1,718
2011 1,368
2012 1,150
2013 675***
 ***Figures for 2013 are to 13 October 2013

03/12/2013WRS00325Commencement of Legislation

03/12/2013WRS00400285. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
update on work to commence Part 2 of the Criminal Justice Act 2011; and when it will be pos-
sible to complete same. [51415/13]

03/12/2013WRS00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Regulations required to facili-
tate the commencement of the remaining sections of Part 2 of the Criminal Justice Act 2011 
are currently at an advanced stage of drafting.  I hope to have these regulations finalised and to 
commence the relevant sections of the Act as soon as possible.

03/12/2013WRS00550Visa Applications

03/12/2013WRS00600286. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of application for visa in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51431/13]

03/12/2013WRS00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the visa (join partner) 
application referred to by the Deputy was lodged at the Irish Embassy Office in Canberra on 13 
November 2013.  Due to the nature of the application, it cannot be processed by the Embassy 
under the delegated sanction given by my Department to the Department of Foreign Affairs 
& Trade to process certain short-stay visas. It was therefore, transferred to the INIS Office in 
Dublin for consideration. A decision would normally be expected in approximately 8 weeks in 
a case such as this.  In the interests of fairness, visa applications are dealt with strictly in order 
of date received. The applicant will receive a letter informing him of the decision on his ap-
plication in due course.  It is important to note that the permanent nature of the intended stay in 
Ireland in this case means that more in-depth consideration of the application will be required. 
As a consequence the processing will take longer than would be the case for a normal visit visa.
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Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to INIS by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek 
information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using 
the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inad-
equate or too long awaited.  

03/12/2013WRS00750Departmental Legal Costs

03/12/2013WRS00800287. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 528 of 19 November 2013, if he will extract details for some of the 
more recent years of senior counsel expenditure in this specific area of criminal legal aid; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51496/13]

03/12/2013WRS00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Criminal Justice (Legal 
Aid) Act 1962 provides that free legal aid may be granted, in certain circumstances, for the de-
fence of persons of insufficient means in criminal proceedings. Under the Act, the grant of legal 
aid entitles the applicant to the services of a solicitor and, in certain circumstances, up to two 
counsel, in the preparation and conduct of their defence or appeal. The assignment of lawyers 
or the granting of aid are matters for the Court and, as such, are handled by the judiciary.

Total expenditure under the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme to senior counsel for the years 2006 
to mid November 2013 is as follows:

Criminal Legal Aid

YEAR EXPENDITURE   €000
2006 €6,495
2007 €6,501
2008 €7,404
2009 €7,589
2010 €6,857
2011 €6,808
2012 €6,543
January to mid November 2013 €5,256

03/12/2013WRS00950Criminal Prosecutions Data

03/12/2013WRS01000288. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
people charged and convicted of buying alcohol for a minor in each of the past five years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51510/13]

03/12/2013WRS01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit 
for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.      

03/12/2013WRS01150Residency Permits
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03/12/2013WRS01200289. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will set 
out the requirements to facilitate compliance with residency requirements in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51545/13]

03/12/2013WRS01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In my reply to PQ number 164 
dated 21 November 2013, in relation to the person mentioned by the Deputy, it was stated that a 
letter issued to the person on 7 November 2013 explaining his requirements as a student in the 
State.   Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions.  The Deputy may consider 
using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, 
inadequate or too long awaited. 

03/12/2013WRS01350Cash for Gold Trade

03/12/2013WRS01400290. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 388 of 10 July 2012, if any developments, legislative or otherwise, have been 
made regarding the cash for gold business following consideration of the report published in 
summer 2012. [51549/13]

03/12/2013WRS01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I published a report in June, 
2012 on the criminal justice aspects of the cash for gold trade. The Report prepared by my De-
partment is available on www.justice.ie. I requested the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, 
Equality and Defence to consider the content of the report, to ensure that it obtains the views of 
all relevant interested parties and that it makes such report and recommendations to the Houses 
of the Oireachtas and to Government as it deems proportionate and appropriate in the public 
interest. I received the Committee’s response on 30th May, 2013 and it is currently under con-
sideration.

03/12/2013WRS01550Garda Recruitment

03/12/2013WRS01600291. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if precedence 
will be given to Garda reserves in the upcoming recruitment drive recently announced; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [51580/13]

03/12/2013WRS01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána (Admis-
sions and Appointments) (Amendment) Regulation 2006, expressly provided that the Public 
Appointments Service would take into account any satisfactory service by a person as a reserve 
member of the Garda Síochána when they were applying to join the full time force. These same 
provisions for Reserve members are being incorporated into the new regulations.  Arrange-
ments are currently being finalised in conjunction with the Garda Commissioner and the Public 
Appointments Service for the holding of the recently announced Garda recruitment competi-
tion, including in relation to the processing of applications by members of the Garda Reserve.      

03/12/2013WRS01750Legislative Process

03/12/2013WRS01800292. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Legal 
Services Regulation Bill 2011 will be enacted; the current status of same; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [51581/13]

03/12/2013WRS01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can confirm for the Deputy 
that steady progress continues to be made towards the enactment of the Legal Services Regula-
tion Bill 2011 which remains a priority under both the Programme for Government and as an 
ongoing structural reform being delivered under the EU/IMF/ECB Troika programme. 

As I have previously conveyed to the House, the Bill it is set to provide for the establishment 
of a new Legal Services Regulatory Authority that will be independent of the Government, the 
Law Society and the Bar Council in its appointment  as well as in the discharge of its functions. 
The Bill will also establish an independent complaints framework to deal with allegations of 
professional misconduct to which the public will have direct access - at present such complaints 
are made through the professional bodies. There will also be an independent Legal Practitio-
ners’ Disciplinary Tribunal to deal with allegations of serious misconduct by both solicitors and 
barristers. This will end the duplication of disciplinary structures between the two professional 
bodies.

These changes are being augmented by a more modern, consumer friendly and transparent 
legal costs regime under the Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator that will take over the duties 
of the existing Taxing-Master. The Bill sets out, for the first time in legislation, a set of Legal 
Costs Principles, and the determinations of the Legal Costs Adjudicator will be made public. 
The Bill will also open the legal services sector to new business models that will provide new 
opportunities for legal services providers while also providing greater choice and competition 
for the benefit of consumers.  

As the Deputy will be aware, Committee Stage of the Bill commenced on 17 July when I 
successfully introduced a series of key amendments to Part 2 of the Bill. These have further 
enhanced the independence of the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority which will be ap-
pointed by nominating bodies. Detailed work on the Bill continues in my Department in con-
junction with the Offices of the Attorney General and of Parliamentary Counsel. It is my inten-
tion to make the remaining amendments for Committee Stage available before Christmas and, 
subject to the agreement of the Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality, to resume 
Committee Stage early in the New Year.

03/12/2013WRS01950Legislative Measures

03/12/2013WRS02000293. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to bring Ireland in line with the rest of the European Union and create a criminal offence for 
race crimes or hate crimes that were motivated by fraud, racial discrimination, or prejudice; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51583/13]

03/12/2013WRS02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): EU Council Framework De-
cision 2008/913/JHA on combating certain forms and expressions of racism and xenophobia 
by means of criminal law requires the Member States to criminalise incitement to hatred, ha-
tred being defined by reference to race, colour, religion, descent, or national or ethnic origin. 
The discriminatory grounds in Ireland’s Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act 1989, which 
contains a number of criminal offences, go further since hatred, for the purposes of the Act, is 
defined as “hatred against a group of persons in the State or elsewhere on account of their race, 
colour, nationality, religion, ethnic or national origins, membership of the travelling community 
or sexual orientation”.  
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03/12/2013WRS02150Legislative Measures

03/12/2013WRS02200294. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
he has not implemented legislation to protect illegal migrant workers who are experiencing 
physical and sexual violence here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51584/13]

03/12/2013WRS02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the first instance, I would 
like to inform the Deputy that existing statutory protections against all types of violence, both 
physical and sexual, apply equally to all persons in the State regardless of their immigration 
status.  

In the case of illegal migrant workers who may be the victims of human trafficking for the 
purposes of labour exploitation,  the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008 criminalises 
human trafficking for labour exploitation, including subjecting a person to forced labour and has 
penalties of up to life imprisonment. There is a diverse array of exploitative behaviours, ranging 
from infringement of labour regulations at one end of the spectrum, to human trafficking at the 
other, that may arise in such situations. Consequently, it is likely that exploitation of this nature 
could also be prosecuted under a number of other offences, for example, false imprisonment, 
blackmail, assault, the coercion offence under the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act 
1997, offences under employment law and health and safety legislation, immigration law, etc.

  In addition, the State provides a wide range of support services to victims of human traf-
ficking including accommodation, medical care and planning, psychological assistance, materi-
al assistance, legal aid and advice, vocational training and education. The Anti-Human Traffick-
ing Team in the Health Service Executive develops individual comprehensive Care Plans for 
persons who are potentially victims of human trafficking addressing all of the support services 
that are required.  My Department also provides funding to two NGO organisations, Ruhama 
and the Migrant’s Rights Centre of Ireland (MRCI), who work with victims of human traffick-
ing; MRCI have a particular focus on supporting migrant workers.  A detailed Guide to the 
Procedures for supporting and protecting victims of human trafficking, along with other Guides 
and leaflets, are accessible on the dedicated anti-trafficking website www.blueblindfold.gov.
ie.  As ever, I would urge all victims of crime, including persons who believe that they may be 
victims of human trafficking, to report the matter to An Garda Síochána. 

03/12/2013WRS02350EU Presidency Agenda

03/12/2013WRS02400295. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the efforts 
made by his Department during the EU Presidency in working towards tackling racism and 
xenophobia across the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51610/13]

03/12/2013WRS02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): During Ireland’s Presidency 
of the Council of the European Union issues regarding the tackling of racism and xenophobia 
were central to my agenda.

Last January’s Informal meeting of Justice and Home Affairs Ministers held in Dublin Cas-
tle afforded me the opportunity to put this important issue on the agenda of Justice Ministers.  
At this meeting, I tabled a paper for discussion on EU action to protect freedom of movement 
for EU Citizens and social integration by encouraging effective action and enhancing coopera-
tion between justice systems in countering hate crime, racism, anti-Semitism, xenophobia and 
homophobia.  At this meeting I raised the need for broad public debate and consultation process 
with ministries and other public institutions in Member States, human rights and equality bod-
ies and civil society to raise awareness and understanding of the importance of the rule of law, 
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common values and protection of the fundamental rights of all.

In May 2013 a conference entitled “A Europe of Equal Citizens - equality, fundamental 
rights and the rule of law” was organised in the framework of the Irish Presidency in Dublin. 
This conference played an important part in the debate on how to protect fundamental rights 
and promote the rule of law in Europe.  The conference outlined the clear links between tack-
ling hate crimes on one hand and promoting equality and fighting discrimination on the other.

In June the Justice and Home Affairs Council adopted Council Conclusions on fundamental 
rights and the rule of law and on the Commission 2012 Report on the application of the Charter 
of Fundamental Rights of the European Union.  These Council Conclusions drew inspiration 
from the outcome of the discussions which took place at the Informal Justice and Home Af-
fairs meeting and the Irish Presidency Conference in May. The Conclusions called, inter alia, 
on the Commission to take forward a debate on the need for ‘a collaborative and systematic 
method’ - i.e. a Rule of Law mechanism or initiative - to address these important issues.  They 
suggested guidance to the EU Commission as to how the debate on this important topic should 
be taken forward, stressing the need to take a holistic approach to all the issues arising.  They 
also focused on the need to move forward on the basis of consensus, treating Member States on 
the basis of equality, working together to ensure that we achieve the standards we committed to 
on joining the EU and on the basis of designing an approach that will make a real difference to 
protection of those persons whose rights are most vulnerable to attack.

Ireland remains an active participant in discussions on this issue.  In recent weeks, I have 
contributed to a Conference on Hate Crimes organised by the Lithuanian Presidency and in 
the Assises de la Justice organised by the Commission.  In addition, my Department is work-
ing with a number of other Member States and with the Fundamental Rights Agency to craft a 
methodology by which appropriate rule of law indicators could be developed.  The intention is 
to focus on a limited number of fundamental rights issues with a view to developing a meth-
odology that can be applied to the wider range of rule of law questions as a contribution to the 
ongoing debate.

03/12/2013WRS02550Departmental Staff Redeployment

03/12/2013WRS02600296. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
a transfer for a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary from their current post to the 
Garda vetting unit; if his attention has been drawn to the personal circumstances of the person 
in question; the reason this was not considered for the recent transfers to this unit, in view of 
the fact that they were on the waiting list; if he will ensure that if any further vacancies-transfer 
opportunities become available to the vetting unit that they are offered to this person; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51620/13]

03/12/2013WRS02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested the detailed 
information sought by the Deputy from the Garda Commissioner and as soon as it is to hand I 
will pass it on to the Deputy.  

03/12/2013WRS02750Immigration Status

03/12/2013WRS02800297. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will set 
out the procedure to be followed to regularise their position in the case of non-EU nationals 
employed here, in some instances for up to ten years, occasionally employed by State agencies 
and meeting their statutory requirements in respect of PRSI, income tax and all other obliga-
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tions but due to lack of work permit or updated residency status are now being informed by 
their employer who have been contacted by the Revenue Commissioners to the effect that they 
must cease employment notwithstanding the fact that many such persons hold pivotal positions 
in the workforce, have made a major contribution to society and continue to do so; if in such 
circumstances their situation can be urgently examined with a view to regularisation of their 
position; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51678/13]

03/12/2013WRS02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is the responsibility of all 
non EEA nationals who are resident in the State to ensure that they have an appropriate permis-
sion from the Minister for Justice and Equality and the great majority of migrants comply with 
this condition. Payment of PRSI by a person working illegally in no sense confers legality on 
their situation, no more here than it would in any other jurisdiction.  However it is open to the 
person concerned  to set out the full circumstances of their case by writing to the General Immi-
gration Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department, 13/14 
Burgh Quay Dublin 2 where their case will be considered.

03/12/2013WRS02950Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal

03/12/2013WRS03000298. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the criminal injuries compensation tribunal is at present unable to 
adjudicate on cases as members have not been appointed to same; when he proposes to rectify 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51723/13]

03/12/2013WRS03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
under the terms of Paragraph 17 of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Crimi-
nally Inflicted I am at present in the process of appointing a new Tribunal to administer the 
Scheme.  As the Deputy may be aware I have recently appointed a Tribunal Chairperson, Mr. 
John Cheatle, B.L. I also can inform the Deputy that under the terms of the Scheme the Tribunal 
Chairperson can determine applications and in that regard he is entirely independent. I expect 
to appoint the remaining members in the near future.

03/12/2013WRT00150Penalty Points System

03/12/2013WRT00200299. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
penalty points issued for each month since January 2011 and, separately,  to detail their issue 
by county.  [51726/13]

03/12/2013WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the Road Safety Authority, which is under the aegis of the Department of Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, is the statutory body responsible for the recording and publication of 
penalty point information.

03/12/2013WRT00350Residency Permits

03/12/2013WRT00400300. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in determination of eligibility for residency arising from the Zambrano Judgement 
in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51740/13]

03/12/2013WRT00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my de-
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tailed Reply to his earlier Parliamentary Question, PQ No. 165 of Thursday, 17 October, 2013 
- copied beneath.  The position in the State of the person concerned is unchanged since then.

In April, 2007, the person concerned made an application for residency in the State on the 
basis of being the spouse of an EU National who was exercising her EU Treaty Rights in this 
State.  This application was approved and the person concerned was notified to this effect by 
letter dated 18 August, 2008. The person concerned completed the registration formalities to 
the extent that his permission to remain was valid to 25 October, 2012. 

Given that the person concerned was no longer residing with his EU National spouse, he 
was not in a position to apply for the renewal of his permission to remain on the basis of mar-
riage to an EU national. He has, however, sought a right of residency in the State, accompanied 
by a right to work, based on the principles of the European Court of Justice Judgment in the 
Zambrano case. Once a decision has been made on this latter application, this decision, and the 
consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned. 

There is no record of an application for a Certificate of Naturalisation having been received 
from the person concerned. However, it will be open to him to apply to the Citizenship Division 
of my Department for a Certificate of Naturalisation when he is in a position to meet the lawful 
residency criteria applicable to the lodgement of such applications. Details on the criteria to 
be met by persons lodging such applications are available from the Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service Website (www.inis.gov.ie).

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

03/12/2013WRT00550Garda Vetting Application Numbers

03/12/2013WRT00600301. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
the number of persons applying for Garda vetting on more than one occasion particularly those 
actively engaged in the local voluntary sector, if he will consider a consolidated or joined up 
Garda vetting system, where a person could be certified as vetted for a particular period of 
time rather than for a particular purpose; if he will consider making the Garda vetting process 
a more active process with more regular updates; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51754/13]

03/12/2013WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Vetting procedures in this 
country are in place to protect children and vulnerable adults.  As such they demand rigorous 
procedures to ensure their integrity and to maintain the highest level of confidence by the public 
and organisations availing of them. The current Garda vetting system is delivered in a standard 
format to each organisation registered with the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) for vetting 
purposes. The methodology used is in line with best practice internationally.

A vetting disclosure is made in response to a written request and with the permission of 
the person who is the subject of that request. Garda vetting disclosures are issued to the or-
ganisations registered with the GCVU in respect of a particular post or employment.  The Unit 
processed approximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisations in 2012 
and expects to receive in the region of 350,000 applications by the end of 2013. The average 
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processing time for vetting applications is seven weeks. This is a marked improvement on the 
processing times of 14 weeks which prevailed in July this year.

The Deputy may wish to note that elements of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 are under review at present and a number of amendments are 
planned to the legislation prior to its commencement early next year.  In that context, I will also 
be seeking to amend the Act to minimise the extent of duplicate vetting.  In particular, I will be 
seeking to make explicit in the Act that where more than one organisation shares the services of 
the same volunteer/employee, they can share a vetting disclosure, with the consent of the person 
who has been vetted.

03/12/2013WRT00750Garda Vetting of Personnel

03/12/2013WRT00800302. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to the budget 
announcement, when extra staff will be appointed to assist with Garda vetting; the number of 
extra staff that will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51779/13]

03/12/2013WRT00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been actively engaged 
on this issue with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result 
of that engagement I am pleased to say that the Garda Commissioner has confirmed to me that 
there are now 136 whole time equivalent staff assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have 
been redeployed from elsewhere in the public service since the end of March 2013. Some of 
these redeployed staff have only recently completed their training in the vetting process and the 
full impact of their work will be seen in the coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also received 
sanction for the redeployment of 40 additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number 
of staff in that service to over 170, more than double that of the average allocation of 78 staff at 
the Unit over the past two and a half years.

03/12/2013WRT00950Sentencing Policy

03/12/2013WRT01000303. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he will take 
to deal with excessively lenient sentencing in rape and sexual assault cases, including the pos-
sibility of mandatory custodial sentences.  [51783/13]

03/12/2013WRT01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreciate, 
judges are independent in the matter of sentencing, as in other matters concerning the exercise 
of judicial functions, subject only to the Constitution and the law.  In accordance with this prin-
ciple, the approach of the Oireachtas has generally been to specify in law a maximum penalty 
for an offence, so that a court, having considered all the circumstances of the case, may impose 
an appropriate penalty up to that maximum.  The court is required to impose a sentence which 
is proportionate not only to the crime but to the individual offender, in that process identifying 
where on the sentencing range the particular case should lie and then applying any mitigating 
factors which may be present.

Insofar as penalties are concerned, the crime of rape is an exceptionally serious offence and 
the criminal law makes provision for rape to be treated with the utmost gravity.  Cases are heard 
before the Central Criminal Court and a person convicted of rape is liable to a penalty of up to 
life imprisonment.  The maximum penalty for sexual assault is, generally, 10 years.  However, 
the maximum penalty increases to 14 years where the victim is a child.  An important safeguard 
is the power of the Director of Public Prosecutions, under the Criminal Justice Act 1993, to 
appeal a sentence she considers unduly lenient. That is a decision for the DPP who, by law, is 
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independent in the exercise of her functions.

The Superior Courts have developed a substantial body of case law setting out general 
principles of sentencing.  Sentencing practice is also being developed by a steering committee 
of the judiciary which developed the Irish Sentencing Information System (ISIS) website, a 
pilot initiative designed to gather information about the range of sentences and other penal-
ties that have been imposed for particular types of offences across court jurisdictions.  ISIS is 
being developed as a valuable tool not only for members of the judiciary but also for lawyers, 
researchers and those concerned with the needs of victims and their families, and I very much 
welcomed the initiative led by the Judiciary through the Judicial Research Office in undertaking 
the detailed work of gathering and providing information via the website.

The Deputy may also be aware that I have established a Penal Policy Review Group to carry 
out a review incorporating an examination and analysis of all aspects of penal policy including 
sentencing policies. I expect the Group to report early in the new year and I intend to publish 
that report.  In addition, the Law Reform Commission has published a report on Mandatory 
Sentencing and the recommendations contained in the report will be fully considered in my De-
partment together with the report of the Penal Policy Review Group when it has been finalised.

03/12/2013WRT01150Court Sittings

03/12/2013WRT01200304. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the provisions that 
will be put in place, during the extension and refurbishment of Waterford city courthouse, to 
ensure that High Court cases are still heard in the city; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51785/13]

03/12/2013WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, under 
the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the provi-
sion of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is 
independent in exercising its functions.  However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I 
have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed me that they are at an advanced 
stage in planning the refurbishment and extension of the courthouse in Waterford as part of the 
Government’s infrastructure stimulus package. This will be delivered by way of Public Private 
Partnership along with six other courthouse projects. The  procurement process for Waterford 
courthouse will be commencing shortly. Construction is expected to commence during 2015 
with the project being completed and the courthouse becoming operational during 2016 or early 
in 2017.  I am informed that temporary courtroom and office accommodation will be required 
for the construction period as the courthouse will have to be vacated. The Courts Service is cur-
rently looking at options for temporary accommodation and has indicated that, at this stage, it is 
not possible to say what arrangements will be in place for any particular court sittings until all 
options have been fully examined.

03/12/2013WRT01350Stardust Fire

03/12/2013WRT01400305. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the support that 
has been provided to the survivors of the Stardust tragedy and victims families for the past three 
years, that is, counselling, financial support and so on; his plans to re-open the investigation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51795/13]

03/12/2013WRT01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will recall, 
the independent examination by Mr. Paul Coffey SC of the case made by the Stardust Victims 
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Committee for a renewed inquiry into the cause of the fire concluded that the original tribunal 
finding of arson was a hypothetical one only and that no one present on the night can be held 
responsible.  He also concluded that in the absence of any identified evidence as to the cause of 
the fire, the most another inquiry would achieve would be another set of hypothetical findings, 
which would not be in the public interest.  No grounds have been put forward which would 
alter these conclusions, which were endorsed in both Houses of the Oireachtas, and there are 
no plans to re-open the inquiry.

Funding of €424,300 including VAT was provided to assist the Victims Committee with the 
legal, expert and other costs of participating in the above independent examination.  I can also 
inform the Deputy that, since the Coffey report, new arrangements have been put in place to 
make counselling available to those victims and bereaved who wished to access counselling 
services through such a channel. A number of the victims availed of this facility, which remains 
available.  The Deputy will also recall that the question of financial compensation for the vic-
tims of the fire was addressed by the Stardust Victims Compensation Tribunal, which made 
compensation awards to 823 applicants. 

03/12/2013WRT01550Crime Levels

03/12/2013WRT01600306. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the recent spate of burglaries in Raheny, Dublin 5; the discussions he has had 
with Garda authorities on the matter; the action that is being taken to address the problem; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51836/13]

03/12/2013WRT01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the area referred to is in the Raheny Garda District.  I am further informed that 
Garda data shows a decrease in burglaries in the Raheny area, in line with the national trend.  As 
the Deputy may be aware the latest crime statistics show that the rate of burglary has decreased 
by 8.9% nationally for twelve months ending 30 June 2013 and this underlines the impact being 
made by Gardaí under Operation Fiacla.  As part of the measures which are coordinated under 
Operation Fiacla, Operation Acer is in force throughout the Dublin Metropolitan Region, in-
cluding Raheny.  It is an intelligence driven operation and includes analysis led checkpoints and 
patrols to target specific areas and case manage targeted offenders. These arrangements are kept 
under review to ensure adjustments are made to maintain the effective focus of the operation.

Operation Acer operates alongside ongoing community policing measures, including prob-
lem solving with local communities and ongoing liaison with schools, businesses and house-
holds in providing crime prevention advice and assistance to victims of burglary.  Local Garda 
Management closely monitors the allocation of all resources in the context of crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in the area to ensure optimum use is made of 
Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.

03/12/2013WRT01750Private Security Authority Remit

03/12/2013WRT01800307. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the current status of the revised alarm standard being prepared by the Private 
Security Authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51837/13]

03/12/2013WRT01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Private Security Authority 
(PSA), an independent agency under the remit of my Department established under the Private 
Security Services Acts, 2004 and 2011, is the regulatory body with responsibility for regulating 
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and licensing the private security industry in the state.  I am informed by the Authority that they 
published an information document entitled Requirements for the Licensing of Centres Moni-
toring CCTV and Intruder Alarm Systems in February 2013.  This document outlined propos-
als for dealing with the introduction of the new European standard for monitoring centres, EN 
50518, and the future PSA licensing requirements for CCTV and Intruder Alarm monitoring 
centres. Legal issues on related issues which impacted on the development of the new standard 
have recently been resolved.

At its November 2013 meeting, the Board of the PSA agreed to the drafting of regula-
tions extending licensing to CCTV Monitoring Centres together with the introduction of a new 
monitoring centre standard.  Following on from this approval, the PSA is undertaking a public 
consultation process on the new standard. It is expected that this consultation process will 
be completed by the end of January 2014 at which stage the PSA will announce a timeframe 
for the licensing of CCTV Monitoring Centres and the introduction of the new standard. The 
Deputy has previously raised the Firearms (Secure Accommodation) Regulations, S.I. 307 of 
2009, which makes reference to alarm standards and back up signalling facilities in the context 
of the development of the standard. My Department is consulting with An Garda Síochána and 
the PSA regarding  updating the Regulations with a view to addressing in early 2014 the issues 
previously raised by the Deputy.

03/12/2013WRT01950Garda Vetting of Personnel

03/12/2013WRT02000308. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when Garda vet-
ting clearance will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51838/13]

03/12/2013WRT02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the individual referred to by the Deputy was 
received by the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) on 10 October, 2013.  The application is 
currently being processed and once completed will be returned to the registered organisation 
concerned.  In general, Garda Vetting applications are processed on a first-come, first served 
basis in chronological order from date of receipt.  This is with a view to observing equity and 
fairness in respect of all vetting subjects. Processing times fluctuate upwards and downwards 
depending on seasonal demands and volumes received, and depending on whether further en-
quiries have to be conducted with external Garda Stations or Agencies, as outlined. The average 
processing time for applications  is currently 7 weeks approximately. However, in some in-
stances additional inquiries may be necessary and this may result in processing times in excess 
of the average.

03/12/2013WRT02150Magdalen Laundries

03/12/2013WRT02200309. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide medical care for women who were admitted to and worked in the relevant Magdalen 
Laundries but who currently reside outside the State; and if this medical care will be delivered 
in the country within which they reside, if not in this State.  [51840/13]

03/12/2013WRT02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that legislation is required in order to implement Judge Quirke’s recommendation with regard 
to the provision of medical services to the women who were admitted to and worked in the 
Magdalen Laundries, St. Mary’s Training Centre Stanhope Street and House of Mercy Training 
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School, Summerhill, Wexford.  My Department, in consultation with the Department of Health 
are working on the preparation of the necessary legislation.  The issue of providing medical 
services to women, eligible under the Scheme, who reside outside the State will be considered 
by the Minister for Health.

03/12/2013WRT02350Garda Remuneration

03/12/2013WRT02400310. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if Garda allow-
ances due to be paid in December will be paid before Christmas to avoid a seven week gap 
between allowance payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51873/13]

03/12/2013WRT02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that overtime and unsocial hours payments are paid to members of An 
Garda Síochána up to and including the rank of Inspector. Members are paid these allowances 
on a 28 day roster basis, in arrears, with the payment process commencing at the beginning of 
each pay roster period in respect of work carried out during the previous period.  There are 13 
such periods in each year and there are 13 payments made each year to members of An Garda 
Síochána based on individual claims submitted by members.  There are no plans at present to 
change this arrangement.

The majority of members receive this payment on the third Thursday after the end of a par-
ticular roster period. In the case of the period which ends on 8 December, this would be due to 
be paid on 26 December. However, the year-end payrolls are brought forward due to such mat-
ters as extra bank holidays which occur during the Christmas and New Year periods, the testing 
of new computer software to cater for any budgetary changes, inputting of payroll reference 
data changes for 2014 and the high volume of payroll administration required at the Financial 
Year End. This in turn means that the payroll date of 26 December has to be brought forward to 
19 December. The payroll data for that pay date must be submitted by 6 December 2013.  The 
practice outlined above has always been the case and is not a new development. Garda members 
always have  received and will continue to receive 13 payments each year for 13 four week pe-
riods.  It must also be remembered that with regard to normal salary payments, Gardaí are paid 
on a weekly basis and will receive their pay up to and including the pay day of 26 December 
before the end of the year. In fact, they will receive their salary payment for the paydays of 19 
and 26 December in advance of Christmas on 17 and 19 December respectively.

03/12/2013WRT02550Court Procedures

03/12/2013WRT02600311. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that District and Circuit Court services are charging €15 per copy to 
photocopy a one page court order. [51897/13]

03/12/2013WRT02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that fees charged in the courts are set by means of Statutory Instrument.  Court fees orders are 
made by myself as the Minister for Justice and Equality with the consent of the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform. The fees currently applicable are prescribed in the District 
Court (Fees) Order 2013 (S.I. 241 of 2013) and in the Circuit Court (Fees) Order 2013 (S.I. 240 
of 2013). Those orders include a fee of €15 that is applicable per copy document and the fee is 
applied regardless of the number of pages the document contains.

The Deputy should be aware that the fee is not intended to reflect the cost of photocopying 
a document. There can be other factors involved in the transaction cost of providing the copy, 
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for example, the application for a copy order may omit basic information needed to identify the 
case such as a case number or accurate court date.  The Courts Service has indicated that time 
spent trying to identify the actual case is also taken into account. In addition, in a substantial 
number of cases, the copy order requested may relate to a historic case where the relevant infor-
mation has been archived and there is further work involved in retrieving files and in producing 
orders where electronic records are not readily available.

03/12/2013WRT02750Legal Aid Applications

03/12/2013WRT02800312. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason the 
minimum charge for legal aid services has increased from €50 to €130; and if he will consider 
having all or part of this waived in the case of those who are in financial difficulty.  [51898/13]

03/12/2013WRT02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Regulations recently in-
troduced are intended, inter alia, to raise additional funding to be retained by the Board to bet-
ter fund the provision of services to those in need of them and reduce waiting times for those 
services. At a time when the State is facing significant demands on its resources, an increase 
in contributions allows the Board to achieve its objectives without money being diverted from 
other programmes. The increased contributions should result in increased funding of up to 
€700,000 per annum being available to the Board once the increases have full impact.

There has been a very significant increase in demand for civil legal aid in the last number of 
years and while I have sought to protect the Board’s budget, waiting times for the Board’s non 
prioritised services have increased due to a major increase in demand for services. I believe this 
additional resource for the Board will assist it in tackling those waiting times. I am conscious 
that the increase in the minimum contribution as a percentage is significant.  However I believe 
the contributions payable still compare favourably with other jurisdictions, many of which re-
quire ongoing payments for certain legal aid matters. Provisions remain in place to allow the 
contribution to be waived in hardship cases. I know that the Board has in place a process for 
considering applications for waivers or reductions in the contribution and that it does so where 
not to do so would create undue hardship.

I should point out that those Regulations abolished the contribution where a parent is seek-
ing legal services from the Legal Aid Board to defend proceedings instituted by the Health 
Service Executive in relation to the welfare of the child.  I took this approach on the basis that 
these cases are public law matters and the parent is facing the might of the State.  I should also 
point out that all asylum seekers in receipt of civil legal services for asylum related matters will 
pay a once-off contribution of €10.

03/12/2013WRT02950Garda Career Breaks

03/12/2013WRT03000313. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a deci-
sion will be made on incentivised career breaks in An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51899/13]

03/12/2013WRT03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The proposal for an incentiv-
ised career break for An Garda Síochána is currently under consideration and a decision on the 
matter will be made shortly.

03/12/2013WRU00075Personal Insolvency Act
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03/12/2013WRU00100314. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he proposes 
appropriate steps to amend the Garda disciplinary regulations to enable gardaí to avail of the 
Personal Insolvency Act 2012, which regulations have been in existence since 1923 and which, 
in their current format, prevent Garda from accessing same, by deeming such access to be a 
disciplinary matter within the said regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51952/13]

03/12/2013WRU00200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Disci-
pline Regulations have been updated on a number of occasions since 1923 and most recently 
in 2007.  There is nothing in these Regulations, the Garda Code, nor indeed in the Personal 
Insolvency Act 2012 which acts as a barrier to members of the Garda Síochána availing of debt 
resolution mechanisms contained in that Act.

03/12/2013WRU00250Defence Forces Operations

03/12/2013WRU00300315. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of telecom-
munications or postal intercepts that he or his predecessors have authorised in each of the past 
five years on foot of a request from the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51702/13]

03/12/2013WRU00400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Interception of Postal Packets and Tele-
communications Messages (Regulation) Act, 1993 sets out the conditions under which, in the 
interests of the security of the State, authorisation may be granted for interception by the De-
fence Forces of certain postal packages and telecommunications messages.  The capabilities of 
the Defence Forces in this area are subject to the restrictions and safeguards that are outlined 
in the legislation.  These include a system of judicial supervision, with reports submitted to the 
Taoiseach by a designated Judge appointed by the President of the High Court.  These reports 
are then laid before each House of the Oireachtas. For security and operational reasons, it would 
not be appropriate for me to provide the details sought in the question.

03/12/2013WRU00450Defence Forces Personnel Data

03/12/2013WRU00500316. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 162 of 20 November 2013, the date on which the Defence Forces commenced 
electronically recording the medical classification code of Defence Forces personnel; the num-
ber of members of the Defence Forces that have received an overseas medical since the intro-
duction of electronic recording of the codes; the numbers that did not pass the overseas medical 
during that period; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51741/13]

03/12/2013WRU00600Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): It was not possible to provide the detailed 
information sought by the Deputy in the time available.  My Department is currently seeking 
to compile the relevant data and I will provide the information directly to the Deputy once it 
comes to hand.

03/12/2013WRU00650Public Sector Staff Redundancies

03/12/2013WRU00700317. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Defence the reason retired Army of-
ficers can enter further employment once retired from the Army, but other civilians who take 
voluntary redundancy cannot enter employment in the public sector for two years after receiv-
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ing redundancy packages, or work for contractors who are contracted to work for any public de-
partment or agency (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51761/13]

03/12/2013WRU00800Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following the receipt of sanction from the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER), the Department recently introduced 
a voluntary redundancy scheme targeted towards civilian employees (State industrial grades) 
attached to military installations arising from the rationalisation of the brigade structure in the 
Defence Forces and the reduced requirement for particular grades/skills in the civilian work-
force.  The general terms of the voluntary redundancy scheme are as set out in the Collective 
Agreement: Redundancy Payments to Public Servants dated 28 June 2012 which was agreed 
between DPER and the Public Services Committee of ICTU. Employees who avail of the vol-
untary redundancy scheme are not eligible for re-employment in the public service by any pub-
lic service body (as defined by the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interests Acts 
2009-2013) for a period of 2 years from their date of departure.  Thereafter, the consent of the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform will be required prior to re-employment.  These 
provisions also apply in the case of engagement/employment on a contract for service basis 
(either as a contractor or an employee of a contractor).

The instructions issued by DPER concerning redundancy payments to public servants do 
not apply in the case of army officers who avail of their normal superannuation entitlements.  
However, the pension paid to any retired army officer who is re-employed in the Public Service 
following the enactment of the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and other Provisions) 
Act 2012 may, in common with pension payments to all other retired public servants, be subject 
to abatement.

03/12/2013WRU00850Agriculture Schemes Administration

03/12/2013WRU00900318. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to change the condition in relation to fencing in order to qualify for the single farm pay-
ments and the disadvantaged area payment to exclude from the requirement to fence farmers 
who own open hillside that has never been fenced; where fencing requires planning permission 
which may not be granted; the reason for the differentiation between hill farmers who own their 
own land outright and farmers with undivided shares in land; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [51309/13]

03/12/2013WRU01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment, in the context of delivering the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme 
and other area related schemes, is required to carry out a comprehensive set of administrative 
and on the ground checks to ensure that all scheme requirements are fulfilled before any pay-
ment issues.  As the Deputy is aware, in the case of exclusively owned land, a permanent fence 
will normally define the area to be measured.  The fencing requirement is one of a number of 
measures provided for to deter fraudulent claims.

However, the situation may be different in the case of hill land.  In such situations, if my 
Department is satisfied that as the lands in question continue to be actively farmed in the tra-
ditional manner by hill farmers in compliance with the requirements of the EU Regulations 
governing the Direct Payment Scheme, the issue does not arise.

03/12/2013WRU01050Single Payment Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRU01100319. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the position regarding payments for 2012 in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51316/13]

03/12/2013WRU01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to 
be eligible for payment under the Single Payment Scheme applicants must hold entitlements 
and are required to submit an annual application.  No application was received in respect of the 
person named in 2012.

03/12/2013WRU01250Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRU01300320. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
disadvantaged area payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Lim-
erick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51338/13]

03/12/2013WRU01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
recent contact with the person named the position regarding the stocking density of his holding 
has been finalised, thereby allowing processing of his application under the 2013 Disadvan-
taged Area Scheme to be finalised. Payment will shortly issue directly to the nominated bank 
account of the person named.

03/12/2013WRU01450Single Payment Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRU01500321. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will have their outstanding 2013 payments pro-
cessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51340/13]

03/12/2013WRU01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person 
named on 29 April 2013.  This application was processed with payment issuing in respect of the 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme on 24 September.  An advance payment issued in respect of the 
Single Payment Scheme on 12 November with the balancing payment issuing on 2 December.

03/12/2013WRU01650Single Payment Scheme Appeals

03/12/2013WRU01700322. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
review of a single farm payment penalty will be carried out in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51343/13]

03/12/2013WRU01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Area Schemes 
on 13th May 2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases, land eligibility inspec-
tions, be completed before any payments issue.

In order to meet the EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  The application was initially examined via remote sensing (Satel-
lite Inspection).  As over claims were determined on some parcels, these were sent for ground 
inspection.  The ground inspection has now been carried out and the results have been finalised 
as an over claim of greater than 20%.  Under the Terms and Conditions of the Single Payment 
Scheme this results in a nil payment in respect of 2013.  The person named was notified of this 
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decision on 7 November 2013 and has sought a review.  That review is currently underway.  
The person named will be notified of the outcome of this review as soon as possible and in the 
event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of this review, the decision can be 
appealed to the Independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within a period of 3 months.

03/12/2013WRU01850Single Payment Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRU01900323. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan has not received their single farm payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51351/13]

03/12/2013WRU02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): During pro-
cessing of the 2013 Single Payment Scheme application of the person named dual claim errors 
relating to three parcels were identified.  My Department wrote to the person named who con-
firmed that she was not entitled to claim these parcels.  My Department is currently reviewing 
the case and will contact the person named directly as soon as this review is completed.

03/12/2013WRU02050Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRU02100324. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
grants in respect of a farmer (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51352/13]

03/12/2013WRU02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first five years of their 
contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-2013, and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before payments can issue.  These administrative checks have now been completed 
and payments have commenced in respect of 2013. During the administrative check in this 
case an area discrepancy was discovered between the Single Farm application for 2013 and the 
REPS Agri-environmental Plan which has required further clarification.  This issue is currently 
being investigated with the intention of an early resolution and payment will issue shortly in 
respect of 2013.

An application under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named 
on 8 May 2013.  The processing of this application has been finalised and payment issued di-
rectly to the nominated bank account of the person named, the first instalment issuing on 16 
October and the second instalment issuing on 2 December.  Processing of the 2013 Disadvan-
taged Area Scheme application has recently been finalised and payment will issue shortly, to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.

03/12/2013WRU02250Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRU02300325. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of officials in his Department that are receiving the cost of club membership fees, 
including sports clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the to-
tal cost per year to his Department of paying these fees; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51360/13]

03/12/2013WRU02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
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ment pays no club membership fees to any member of staff.  It does, however, pay registration 
fees to the Veterinary Council of Ireland (VCI) in respect of veterinary staff employed by my 
Department.  Such staff must, in the context of their contracts of employment with my Depart-
ment, be registered in the Veterinary Council of Ireland’s Register of Veterinary Practitioners 
and may not engage in private practice or be connected with any outside business which would 
interfere with the performance of official duties.

A total of €126,450 in respect of veterinary registration fees amounting to €450 per staff 
member was paid by my Department to the Veterinary Council of Ireland.  My Department also 
pays professional membership fees to other professional bodies in respect of a number of pro-
fessional grades in my Department, where such membership provides access to documentation 
or training relevant to the profession.  A sum of €3,364 has been paid on foot of these member-
ships this year to date.

03/12/2013WRU02450Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRU02500326. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his Department is paying for any of its employees to receive third-level qualifications; if so, the 
annual cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a 
result of receiving this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51374/13]

03/12/2013WRU02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Staff in 
my Department may apply to participate in the Civil Service wide Refund of Academic Fees 
Scheme and are funded provided the course they are undertaking is relevant to their role.  In 
certain circumstances, where a critical knowledge gap has been identified, staff members may 
also be requested to pursue a third level qualification funded by my Department.  Staff do not 
receive any financial bonus as a result of attaining qualifications under this scheme.  The cost of 
the scheme over the past 5 years is as follows.

Year €
2012 €309,265
2011 €262,969
2010 €193,315
2009 €268,659
2008 €237,380

03/12/2013WRU02650Single Payment Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRU02700327. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan has not received their single farm pay-
ment. [51405/13]

03/12/2013WRU02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As no Single 
Payment entitlements are held by the person named, no payment is due.

03/12/2013WRU02850Forestry Grants

03/12/2013WRU02900328. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
expedite the payment due on an annual premium in respect of a forestry contract (details sup-
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plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51409/13]

03/12/2013WRU03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The De-
partment was recently notified that this applicant has been deceased since 7 September 2013.  
Therefore, no further payments can issue on the deceased’s afforestation contracts until appro-
priate instructions have been received by the Department from the Personal Representatives 
of the deceased’s estate. The Department has already supplied information to these Personal 
Representatives about the relevant procedures relating to the applicant’s contracts.

03/12/2013WRV00150Rural Development Policy

03/12/2013WRV00200329. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he has 
considered Macra na Feirme’s proposal for the reintroduction of the installation aid scheme for 
young farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51424/13]

03/12/2013WRV00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The new EU 
policy framework for rural development for the 2014-2020 period is being finalised at present 
and my Department has received a large number of submissions from interested parties in re-
gard to the possible design of the next rural development programme for Ireland.

In the determination of the areas in which grant-aid will be made available in that pro-
gramme, I will be examining all options and consulting relevant stakeholders to ensure that the 
maximum benefit is derived from the financial resources which will be available. 

03/12/2013WRV00350Rural Development Programme Funding

03/12/2013WRV00400330. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he has 
considered the 50:50 co-financing for the Common Agricultural Policy rural development plan 
and the importance of such a scheme in helping farmers meet their Food Harvest 2020 targets.  
[51425/13]

03/12/2013WRV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Council agreement on the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) provides a total of 
€2.19bn, or some €313m per year, for Ireland under Pillar 2 of the CAP for the period 2014 - 
2020. The development of a new Rural Development Programme under Pillar 2 will be a key 
support in enhancing the competitiveness of the agri-food sector, achieving more sustainable 
management of natural resources and ensuring a more balanced development of rural areas.

A general EU co-financing rate of 53% is set out in the draft Rural Development Regulation 
but this rate may rise to a maximum of 80% for measures such as farm and business develop-
ment, co-operation activities, and LEADER projects. Environmental type measures may be co-
funded up to 75%. The total Exchequer funding that will be required to draw down the available 
EAFRD funding will depend on the types of measures included in the new Rural Development 
Programme and on the co-financing rates applied to these measures.

There are a number of conditions attached to Ireland’s allocation of €313 million per an-
num.  The draft Regulation provides that at least 5% of EAFRD funding must be reserved for 
LEADER while the draft Common Provisions Regulation provides that 6% of EAFRD funding 
must be set aside to a national performance reserve. The funding set aside to the performance 
reserve will be allocated to each Member State following a performance review in 2019. The 
draft Rural Development Regulation also sets out that 30% of the total EAFRD amount must be 
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reserved for environmental operations and climate change mitigation and adaptation measures. 

Work is currently ongoing in my Department to design the new Rural Development Pro-
gramme (RDP) for the period from 2014-2020. In designing the new RDP, my Department must 
take account of the range of requirements set out in the draft Rural Development Regulation 
and the need to support key policy aims for the agri-food sector in the light of the Food Harvest 
2020 strategy. In undertaking this work, a number of ex-ante analyses are being undertaken and 
a public consultation process has also taken place.

While final decisions in relation to what measures are to be included in the new RDP have 
not yet been made, my Department is in ongoing contact with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform in relation to the overall financing that will be required. I expect to make 
decisions in relation to the measures to be supported under the new RDP by the end of this year, 
and to submit a draft programme to the Commission in early 2014.

03/12/2013WRV00550Forestry Grants

03/12/2013WRV00600331. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their forestry payment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51429/13]

03/12/2013WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The out-
standing second instalment of the establishment grant and the annual premium were paid by the 
Department on 26th November 2013. All grants and premiums are now paid up to date on this 
contract.

03/12/2013WRV00750Agricultural Colleges Places

03/12/2013WRV00800332. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to create more places and courses in agriculture colleges as current demand exceeds 
actual placements and considering the great developments in farming and food science and the 
Government’s ambition to achieve Food Harvest 2020 targets; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51439/13]

03/12/2013WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Agricultural (Research, Training and Advice) Act, 1988, Teagasc has responsibility for the pro-
vision of education and training services to the agricultural sector. These services are delivered 
through a network of agricultural colleges, regional education and local centres and in col-
laboration with three privately-owned colleges. Within the various colleges and at local level, 
Teagasc provide an extensive range of courses in agriculture, horticulture, equine studies and 
forestry. The provision of additional places and courses is an operational matter for Teagasc and 
its Board. They currently cater for in excess of 2,000 full time college students, some 10,000 
adult learners and also provide degree level courses in collaboration with various Institutes of 
Technology. 

There has been a large increase in the demand for student places in the agriculture colleges 
in recent years reflecting the increased positivity towards the agri-food and farming sectors 
generally. Current trends suggest that demand has peaked and begun to level off in relation to 
some courses. Teagasc colleges were able to accommodate all student applications in the cur-
rent academic year. They do not envisage increasing intake in the immediate years ahead and 
will focus instead on maintaining quality and appropriate student to staff ratios. A small number 
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of VEC colleges have also commenced provision of Green Cert agriculture courses. 

03/12/2013WRV00950Agriculture Schemes Payments

03/12/2013WRV01000333. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the 2013 disadvantaged area-based scheme and the single farm payment scheme 
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in issuing 
these payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51448/13]

03/12/2013WRV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Processing 
of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Area 
Scheme has recently been finalised. Payment has issued directly to the nominated bank account 
of the person named. 

03/12/2013WRV01150Agriculture Schemes Payments

03/12/2013WRV01200334. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the 2013 disadvantaged area-based scheme and the single farm payment scheme 
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in issuing 
these payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51449/13]

03/12/2013WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 13 May 
2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection. This 
inspection has been completed and the results finalised.

Payment of the advance payment under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme issued to the 
nominated back account of the person named on 12 November 2013, with the balancing pay-
ment under this scheme having issued on 2 December 2013.

Payment under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has not yet issued to the person 
named as their holding has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density require-
ments.  As soon as their holding is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will be 
further processed with a view to payment issuing at the earliest possible date thereafter. 

03/12/2013WRV01350Single Payment Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRV01400335. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Longford will be issued with their single farm payments; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51477/13]

03/12/2013WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 23 April 
2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.
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The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection. This 
inspection has been completed and the results finalised.

Payments under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme and Single Payment Scheme is-
sued to the nominated back account of the person named on 25 November 2013 and 26 Novem-
ber 2013, respectively. Payment of the balancing payment under the Single Payment Scheme 
will issue shortly.

03/12/2013WRV01550Single Payment Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRV01600336. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a single farm payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Waterford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51481/13]

03/12/2013WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion in respect of the 2013 Single Payment scheme was received from the person named on 12 
April 2013. Processing of this application has recently been finalised and payment will issue 
shortly, to the nominated bank account of the person named.

03/12/2013WRV01750Departmental Investigations

03/12/2013WRV01800337. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide in tabular form the domestic and EU legislation under the auspices of which the 
special investigations unit in his Department operates.  [51512/13]

03/12/2013WRV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In line with 
normal legislative practice, a wide range of legislation in the agriculture sector is enforced by 
“authorised officers” appointed for that purpose. Such officers include staff of my Department, 
members of the Garda Síochána and Officers of Customs and Excise. Staff in my Department’s 
Investigation Unit are authorised officers similar to other officers in my Department to exercise 
inspection functions in relation to the national and EU legislation listed in the table below. Au-
thorisation under EU legislation is achieved by way of authorisation under the corresponding 
implementing national legislation.

Domestic and EU Legislation
Livestock (A.I.) Act 1947
Livestock Marts Act 1967
Animal Remedies Act 1993
Bovine Disease Levies Act, 1979
Diseases of Animals Act 1966 to 2001
Diseases of Animals Act 1966 (Registration of Poultry Premises) Order 2008
European Communities (African Swine Fever) Regulations 2013
European Communities (Agriculture, Fisheries and Food)(Compliance) Regulations 2009
European Communities (Animal Remedies)(No 2) Regulations 2007
European Communities (Animal Remedies and Medicated Feedstuffs) Regulations 1994
European Communities (Approval and Registration of Dealers of Bovine Animals and 
Swine) Regulations 2007
European Communities (Control of Animal Remedies and Their Residues) Regulations 
2009
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Domestic and EU Legislation
European Communities (Control of Classical Swine Fever) Regulations 2012
European Communities (Control of Foot and Mouth) Regulations 2012
European Communities (Disposal, Processing and Placing on the Market of Animal By-
Products) Regulations 1994
European Communities (Equine) Regulations 2011
European Communities (Fees for Health Inspections and Controls of Fresh Meat) Regula-
tions 2004
European Communities (Food and Feed Hygiene) Regulations 2009
European Communities (Identification and Registration of Pigs) Regulations 2008
European Communities (Identification of Bovines) Regulations 2009
European Communities (Labelling of Beef and Beef Products) Regulations 2000 as 
amended
European Communities (Meat Products and Other Products of Animal Origin) Amend-
ment Regulations 1997
European Communities (Meat Products and Other Products of Animal Origin) Regula-
tions 1995
European Communities (Milk Quota) Regulations 2008
European Communities (Newcastle Disease) Regulations 2012
European Communities (Poultry and Hatching Eggs) Regulations 2010
European Communities (Protection Measures in relation to Highly Pathogenic Avian In-
fluenza of the Subtype H5NI )(No 2)  Regulations 2006 
European Communities (Protection of Animals Kept for Farming Purposes) Act 1984
European Communities (Sheep Identification) Regulations 2011
European Communities (Swine Vesicular Disease) Regulations 2013 
European Communities (Trade in Animals and Animal Products) Regulations 1994
European Communities (Trade in Bovine Breeding Animals, their Semen, Ova and Em-
bryos) Regulations 1996
European Communities (Trade in Porcine Semen - Animal Health) Regulations 1993
European Communities (Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies and Animal By-
Products) Regulations 2008
European Communities (Welfare of Farmed Animals) Regulations 2010

03/12/2013WRV01950Coillte Teoranta Lands

03/12/2013WRV02000338. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide in tabular form the land leasing activities of Coillte over the past three years; the 
entities to whom land has been leased; and for what purposes. [51517/13]

03/12/2013WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as leasing of land, are the responsibility of the company.  I 
understand that Coillte leases land for a wide range of end uses ranging from sheep grazing and 
forest recreation activities, such as scouting, to commercial propositions, such as wind farms 
and telecoms masts. I am advised that typically the area leased on an annual basis would be 
less that 200 hectares but this varies from year to year. As I have mentioned, the details of these 
leases are an operational matter for the company.
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03/12/2013WRV02150Agriculture Schemes Payments

03/12/2013WRV02200339. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment of a disadvantaged area scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51520/13]

03/12/2013WRV02300342. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when the remaining balance of 50% single farm payment will be granted to a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51544/13]

03/12/2013WRV02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 339 and 342 together.

The person named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment and Disadvan-
taged Area Schemes on 14 May 2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these 
schemes require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases, 
land eligibility inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

In order to meet the EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  The application was initially examined via remote sensing (Satel-
lite Inspection). As over claims were determined on some parcels, these were sent for ground 
inspection.

The ground inspection process confirmed an over claim of greater than 3% but less than 
20% in this case. Payment has issued on this basis to the nominated bank account of the person 
named.

The person named was notified of the outcome of the inspection process by letter on 28 
November 2013. The person named was also informed of the right to seek a review of this 
decision. In the event that the person named in dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the 
decision can be appealed to the Independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months.

As processing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Disadvantaged Area 
Scheme has recently been finalised, payment will issue shortly, to the nominated bank account 
of the person named.

03/12/2013WRV02450Lease Agreements

03/12/2013WRV02500340. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
his Department will respond to a proposal put to it ten months ago in relation to the premises 
rented to Comhar Chumann Iascairí Chonamara agus Árann Teoranta; the reason for the delay 
with the response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51528/13]

03/12/2013WRV02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A very de-
tailed and careful examination of the proposal referred to by the Deputy was undertaken by my 
Department and a letter in response was recently sent to the organisation.  

My Department is hopeful that the issues regarding the premises concerned can be pro-
gressed and the position regularised as soon as possible.

03/12/2013WRV02650Agriculture Schemes Payments



3 December 2013

439

03/12/2013WRV02700341. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
single farm payment and disadvantaged area payment will issue to persons (details supplied) in 
County Wicklow; the reason for the delay with the payments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51529/13]

03/12/2013WRV02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 2013 
Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme was submitted in the name of the herd owner, 
now deceased. 

The holding of herd owner was selected for a ground eligibility inspection. The ground eli-
gibility inspection identified discrepancies between the area declared and the area found, result-
ing in an over-declaration in area of less than 2 hectares. Based on the Terms and Conditions of 
the schemes, this results in the 2013 payments being based on the found area. 

The representatives of the herd owner will be notified of this decision shortly and of their 
right to seek a review. In the event that the representatives of the herd owner are dissatisfied 
with the outcome of any such review, the decision can be appealed to the Independent Agricul-
ture Appeals Office, within 3 months. 

The Inheritance Enquiry Unit of my Department has requested testamentary documents 
from the legal representative of the second person named who has passed away. When the docu-
ments are received, payments will be released to the estate.

  Question No. 342 answered with Question No. 339.

03/12/2013WRV02950Tourism Industry

03/12/2013WRV03000343. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide details of the discussions that have taken place between his Department and 
Fingal County Council regarding the relocation of a tourist information office in Howth; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51589/13]

03/12/2013WRV03100344. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason there has been delays in relocating a tourist information office in Howth; when he 
expects the office to be relocated to its new location; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51590/13]

03/12/2013WRV03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
answer Questions Nos. 343 and 344 together.

My Department has responsibility for the management, control, operation and development 
of each of the six State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, including Howth.

My Department is supporting the proposal from Fingal County Council to locate a tourist 
information kiosk on a site within Howth Fishery Harbour Centre. Discussions with the Council 
in relation to this project are ongoing.

These discussions centre on ensuring that all the necessary legal and administrative aspects 
in relation to the project are finalised and in place. I am hopeful that the relocation of the Tourist 
Office will get the go ahead in the near future.

Single Payment Scheme Appeals
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03/12/2013WRW00200345. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a penalty on a single farm payment will be reviewed in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51592/13]

03/12/2013WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
a review of the land declared by the person named on his single farm payment scheme it was 
found that two of the land parcels were over-declared.  The person named has sought a review 
of the decision and this review is currently being undertaken.  My Department will be in direct 
contact with the person named regarding the outcome of this review shortly.

Animal Welfare

03/12/2013WRW00400346. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to reduce the number of wild horses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51595/13]

03/12/2013WRW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is keeping the horse welfare situation under review and, in particular, the need for addi-
tional welfare measures.  There is no evidence of a significant problem in relation to the welfare 
of horses due to the very good weather during the Summer and well into the Autumn, which has 
created a very favourable fodder situation. In addition, the continuing work being undertaken 
by local authorities in conjunction with the Department via the Control of Horses Act 1996 has 
reduced the numbers of abandoned horses throughout the country particularly in urban areas.

My Department also continues to stress that it is the responsibility of horse owners to en-
sure the welfare of horses in their ownership, to breed selectively with stallions of higher merit 
and to dispose of surplus horses as necessary.  In this context, horse owners are reminded of 
the advice of the Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council that, where an owner can no longer 
adequately provide for their horse or where the horse can no longer fulfil the purpose for which 
it was bred, he or she should be proactive in seeking to dispose of the animal, including consid-
eration of the option of humane disposal.  The Department is, of course, continuing to deal with 
any animal welfare issues relating to horses through its existing mechanisms and has indicated 
that it is in position to provide emergency funding to assist horse owners who cannot afford to 
pay for their humane disposal.  Farmers who are facing a critical horse welfare issue over com-
ing months can contact the Department helpline for assistance. 

Agriculture Schemes Payments

03/12/2013WRW00600347. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason 
payment has not increased in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51598/13]

03/12/2013WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is no 
correlation between the level of stock maintained by any given participant in the Single Pay-
ment Scheme and the payment due to that person under the Scheme. Payments under the Single 
Payment Scheme are governed by the number and value of Payment Entitlements held. 

Under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, while there is a requirement on applicants to 
achieve a minimum stocking density on their holdings, once this minimum is achieved the level 
of aid payable does not increase in line with increased stock numbers.  The rate payable is dic-
tated by the classification of the land of the individual in question. The Terms and Conditions 
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of the 2013 Scheme advises as follows in this regard:

E. Aid levels

The Disadvantaged Areas Scheme provides for payment as follows:

Mountain Type Grazing: €109.71 on first 10 forage hectares, or part thereof, and €95.99 per 
hectare on remaining hectares up to a maximum of 34 hectares*.

More Severely Handicapped Lowland: €95.99 per forage hectare up to a maximum of 30 
hectares.

Less Severely Handicapped Lowland and Coastal Areas with Specific Handicaps: €82.27 
per forage hectare up to a maximum of 30 hectares.

* The top-up of €13.72 on the first 10 hectares of Mountain Type Grazing will only be paid 
to farmers, who maintain a sheep, cattle or goat enterprise or a combination of these enterprises.

Farmers maintaining a combination of Mountain Type Grazing, More Severely Handi-
capped Lowland and/or Less Severely Handicapped Lowland and Coastal Areas with Specific 
Handicaps, will be paid up to a maximum of 30 hectares except where the area of Mountain 
Type Grazing declared is between 30 and 34 hectares.  In these cases, the payment will be based 
on the number of hectares of Mountain Type Grazing declared. 

Booklets containing the Terms and Conditions governing both Schemes are supplied annu-
ally by my Department to all Scheme participants.  In addition, the Terms and Conditions are 
published on my Department’s website.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRW00800348. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51683/13]

03/12/2013WRW00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While the 
person named was one of a number of applicants under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme 
who had unsuccessfully sought derogation from the requirement to have achieved a minimum 
stocking density of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare in 2011, I can confirm that, following 
consideration of the recently received medical evidence, derogation has been allowed.  Accord-
ingly, payments in respect of both the 2012 and 2013 Schemes will issue shortly, directly to the 
nominated bank account of the person named. 

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRW01000349. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2013 agri-environment options scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51716/13]

03/12/2013WRW01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 3) with 
effect from 1 May 2013.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
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a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  These checks are well under 
way and I anticipate that payments for the AEOS 3 will commence in the first quarter of 2014.  

Alternative Energy Projects

03/12/2013WRW01200350. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in 
view of the lack of commercial outlets for willow and miscanthus biomass and the €3.5 million 
in grant aid, if he has reviewed the cost benefit of planting willow and miscanthus as a biomass 
crop for alternative energy production as part of achieving the national Kyoto alternative energy 
production targets; if he has or intends to produce a joint policy statement on the production and 
delivery of willow and miscanthus for alternative energy production in Ireland with the Depart-
ment of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources; and if he intends to promote the use 
of miscanthus and willow biomass in Government buildings heating boilers, given the success 
of the system in Johnstown Castle. [51738/13]

03/12/2013WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Deputy 
will be aware of the challenging targets Ireland is required to achieve by 2020 under the Renew-
able Energy Directive whereby 16% of Irelands total final energy consumption must come from 
renewable sources.  The overall 16% target is broken down by sector into 40% renewable elec-
tricity, 12% renewable heat and 10% renewable transport.  My Department has been providing 
support to farmers since 2007 to establish the energy crops willow and miscanthus.  To the end 
of 2013 some 3,300 hectares of these crops have been established under the Bioenergy Scheme.  
It is recognised that the most challenging target to achieve by 2020 will be in the area of renew-
able heat.  Crops such as miscanthus and willow, in addition to biomass from the forestry sector, 
have the potential to contribute to achieving the renewable heat target in particular.

Officials from my Department have met recently with individuals who have well advanced 
plans to establish significant areas of willow over the next number of years, beginning in 2014, 
to be used as a feedstock in large scale Combined Heat and Power plants (CHP).  These are the 
type of developments that have the potential to underpin the energy crop sector in the coming 
years and for the longer term.

Officials from my Department are also contributing to the development of a Department of 
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources National Bioenergy Strategy to be published 
shortly. This will take account of the various strands of bioenergy that are dealt with within my 
Department, including forestry and energy crops, with a view to maximising their potential 
contribution to achieving renewable energy targets for 2020 and beyond.

I am very pleased that Teagasc has installed an excellent example of a biomass boiler op-
erating on a district heating model at Johnstown Castle, Co. Wexford.  The miscanthus fuelled 
boiler provides heat to the Teagasc buildings, to Johnstown Castle itself, and there are plans to 
also provide heat to the Agriculture Museum. 

As regards the use of biomass heating systems in Government buildings, the Deputy will 
be aware that this is a matter in the first instance for the Office of Public Works.  In this regard, 
in November 2012 the late Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, Shane McEntee T.D., facilitated a meeting between the Irish Bioenergy Association 
and Minister of State with responsibility for the Office of Public Works, Brian Hayes T.D., with 
a view to progressing the issue of procurement of renewable heat for public sector buildings.
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Agriculture Schemes Penalties

03/12/2013WRW01400351. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers here that have been hit with penalties of 3% and upwards in respect of their 
single farm payments and disadvantaged area scheme payments in 2011, 2012 and to date in 
2013; the number that have been hit with 100% penalties for these periods; the loss in income 
to Irish farmers during these periods; the number of farmers in County Kerry that have been hit 
with penalties of 3% and upwards in respect of their single farm payments and disadvantaged 
area scheme payments; the number that have been hit with 100% penalties; the loss in income 
to farmers in County Kerry during 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 as a result of these penalties; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51742/13]

03/12/2013WRW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  As it is not 
possible to compile the full information requested in the available timescale, I am arranging for 
it to be provided directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRW01600352. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if the disadvantaged area payment will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny as a matter of urgency. [51781/13]

03/12/2013WRW01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment un-
der the 2013 Disadvantaged Area Scheme issued directly to the nominated bank account of the 
person named on 7 November 2013.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRW01800353. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the REP scheme payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; if he will expedite the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51790/13]

03/12/2013WRW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in March 2009 and received payments for the first four years of 
their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-2013, and is subject 
to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be com-
pleted before payments can issue.

These administrative checks have now been completed and payments have commenced 
in respect of 2013.  During the administrative check in this case an area discrepancy was dis-
covered between the Single Farm application for 2013 and the REPS Agri-environmental Plan 
which has required further clarification.  This issue is currently being investigated with the 
intention of an early resolution and payment will issue shortly in respect of 2013. 

Agriculture Schemes Payments

03/12/2013WRW02000354. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; the 
reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51799/13]

03/12/2013WRW02100355. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area scheme 
payment; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51800/13]

03/12/2013WRW02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 354 and 355 together. 

As processing of the applications of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment 
Scheme and Disadvantaged Area Scheme have recently been finalised, payments will issue 
shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRW02300356. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their agri-environment op-
tions scheme payment; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51801/13]

03/12/2013WRW02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 3) with 
effect from 1 May 2013.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  These checks are well under 
way and I anticipate that payments for the AEOS 3 will commence in the first quarter of 2014.  

Forestry Grants

03/12/2013WRW02500357. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their forestry payment; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51802/13]

03/12/2013WRW02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named became the new owner of a grant aided forestry plantation, following the death of the 
original owner in late 2012, and has confirmed that she wishes to participate in the scheme and 
receive forestry premia on the lands in question. 

My Department has been in correspondence with the solicitors acting on behalf of the per-
son in question, advising them of the documentation required to allow the person named to 
participate in the scheme and to claim annual premiums.  As the scheme is based on owner-
ship of the planted lands, the person named must provide proof of ownership of said lands. My 
Department wrote to the person’s solicitor on 3 September last setting out the documentation 
required to prove ownership and a response is awaited.

Animal Welfare
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03/12/2013WRW02700358. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to ban the docking of the tails of dogs-puppies and the removal of the dew nail, consider-
ing that both of these practices are banned by the Irish veterinarians body; if he will consider 
introducing such a ban in animal welfare legislation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51826/13]

03/12/2013WRW02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Animal 
Health and Welfare Act 2013 (Section 16) prohibits the carrying out of procedures that may 
cause pain or suffering to animals, including certain husbandry related procedures, unless pro-
vided for under Regulations to be made under the Act.  I propose to commence the Act shortly 
and, in this context, a number of draft regulations covering a wide range of issues are in the 
course of preparation to coincide with its commencement. 

With regard to the specific issue of the docking of dogs’ tails, the current legislation, the 
Protection of Animals Amendment Act (1965), allows tail docking for all dogs up to one month 
old by any person.  I am currently examining draft regulations under the Animal Health and 
Welfare Act 2013 relating to this issue.  It is my intention that, as a general rule, tail docking of 
all dogs will be banned, except in circumstances where the welfare of an animal is affected and, 
where it is permitted, it must be carried out either by a vet or veterinary nurse during the first 
four days.  Veterinary practitioners will be required to make an assessment as to the necessity 
of carrying out this procedure given the individual animal’s circumstances and taking account 
of current scientific knowledge when making this decision.

Nothing in the legislation will interfere with a veterinary practitioner’s ability to undertake 
appropriate therapeutic operations in respect of injured animals.

03/12/2013WRX00150Animal Welfare

03/12/2013WRX00200359. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will consider suspending the hare coursing season during spells of adverse weather condi-
tions and spells of freezing weather when the welfare of the hares and greyhounds is increas-
ingly under threat; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51874/13]

03/12/2013WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
provisions of the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 the regulation of coursing is chiefly a matter 
for the Irish Coursing Club (ICC) subject to the general control and direction of Bord na gCon, 
which is the statutory body with responsibility for the improvement and development of the 
greyhound industry, greyhound racing and coursing. The ICC has confirmed that it has systems 
in place to underpin the welfare of animals participating in coursing events. These include man-
datory inspections of hares and coursing venues in advance of the commencement of an event. 
Greyhounds involved in coursing are subject to the provisions of the Welfare of Greyhounds 
Act 2011 and the Code of Practice for the care and welfare of greyhounds, published by Bord 
na gCon.

The ICC has assured the Department that it goes to great lengths to ensure the highest 
standards are adhered to during coursing. ICC rules and regulations require the postponement 
of coursing meetings if the weather is unfavourable for example where snowfall or frost could 
impact negatively on the greyhound or the hare. The ICC has confirmed that a coursing meet-
ing scheduled to take place on 23 November 2013 was postponed due to heavy frost. During 
extreme weather conditions, it is also the practice of ICC clubs to provide additional food for 
the hares living in the wild, within hare preserves protected by the ICC.  



Questions - Written Answers

446

The Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, under the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012, has 
responsibility for the issue of an annual licence to the ICC and its affiliated clubs to capture live 
hares. These licences currently have a total of 26 conditions attached to them.  The conditions 
of these licences cover a range of items, including veterinary supervision at coursing meetings 
and a number of requirements attaching to the welfare of hares.

The ICC ensures that a veterinary surgeon and a control steward are present at all coursing 
meetings. In addition to this, veterinary staff from my Department and rangers from the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service (part of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht) 
carry out random monitoring inspections during the coursing season to verify compliance with 
the licences and the rules governing animal welfare.  

As a further control, a Monitoring Committee on Coursing was established during the 
1993/94 coursing season and is comprised of officials from my Department and representatives 
from both the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the ICC to monitor developments in 
coursing and in that regard the situation is kept under constant review to ensure that coursing is 
run in a well controlled and responsible manner in the interests of  hares and greyhounds alike.

A very high proportion (98.09%) of the hares captured for hare coursing were returned to 
the wild at the end of the 2012/2013 season. 

The systems that are in place are, in my view, effective, proportionate and are working 
well. The ICC has demonstrated its willingness in recent weeks to postpone an event due poor 
weather. Accordingly I see no need for any unilateral intervention on my part to suspend hare 
coursing during adverse weather conditions.

03/12/2013WRX00350Single Payment Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRX00400360. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will review the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry regarding an alleged 
over claim of 20%; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51881/13]

03/12/2013WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Processing 
of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed over-
claims in respect of two of the land parcels.  The eligible areas for these parcels were deter-
mined by following a ground inspection in the 2011 Single Payment Scheme Year. The person 
named was penalised accordingly in 2011, while in 2012 the person named claimed the area 
determined by the Inspector.  The person named subsequently claimed increased areas on the 
2013 application. Following administrative checks, over-claims were identified and the person 
named was notified of these errors by letter. Maps of the relevant land parcels and information 
on how the person named could seek a review of this decision were included with the letter. 
The person named has recently sought a review of the over claimed parcels; arrangements are 
being made for an official of my Department to carry out an inspection on the land in question.

03/12/2013WRX00550New Entrants to Dairying Scheme

03/12/2013WRX00600361. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
grant for the establishment of a new farmer (details supplied) in County Donegal can be pro-
cessed in the absence of a quota of €50,000 litres where the person in question was denied a 
quota under the new entrant scheme and has applied through the trading scheme; if he is satis-
fied that the milk quota arrangements in place are advantageous to new farmers; if he intends to 
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introduce new measures in this area in order to facilitate new entrants to farming; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51894/13]

03/12/2013WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The TAMS 
Dairy Equipment Scheme, which closes for applications at the end of this year (2013), requires 
individual farmers to have between 50,000 litres and 1 million litres of milk quota at the time 
of application in order to be eligible for grant-aid.   

The determination of the farm sectors in which investment aid will be made available in the 
next rural development programme, including the possibility of further grant-aid in relation to 
the purchase of dairy equipment, is currently being considered within my Department.

03/12/2013WRX00750New Entrants to Dairying Scheme

03/12/2013WRX00800362. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a dairy farmer (details supplied) in County Donegal was refused a quota under the new 
entrant scheme; the number of farmers in County Donegal who have applied under this scheme 
for a quota; the number granted a quota and details of the amount of quota granted; the number 
refused; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51895/13]

03/12/2013WRX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Over the five 
years of the New Entrants to Dairying Scheme eligible applications have been received from 
some 800 farmers and milk quota been allocated to 410 successful applicants. Within that time 
frame five eligible applications have been received from farmers in Co. Donegal, two of whom 
were successful each receiving an annual quota allocation of 200,000 litres.

The person named by the Deputy was an applicant in the 2013 Scheme but his application 
was unsuccessful. The Assessment Panel considered that the Business Plan and supporting 
documents submitted by him were not as strong as those received from other applicants in 
demonstrating that the level of resources, in the form of land and buildings, were available to 
establish an efficient and sustainable dairy enterprise.

03/12/2013WRX00950Single Payment Scheme Applications

03/12/2013WRX01000363. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51901/13]

03/12/2013WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under a re-
cent review of land eligibility carried out by my Department some of the land claimed by this 
herdowner on his Single Payment Scheme application form was deemed to include ineligible 
features. A letter was received from the herdowner on 22 November 2013 contesting the extent 
of the ineligible features. The Department will arrange for an official to visit the farm in the near 
future to in order to verify the position.

03/12/2013WRX01150Forestry Premium Payments

03/12/2013WRX01200364. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their forestry premium.  [51936/13]
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03/12/2013WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A letter set-
ting out the debt owed on the forestry contract and the options available to the person named 
will issue to this applicant this week.  The overpayment related to the two annual afforestation 
premiums paid to date (in 2011 and 2012). The letter will request payment of the debt and offer 
the applicant the option, should he prefer it, to have the debt deducted from the annual premium 
for 2013.

03/12/2013WRX01350Single Payment Scheme Payments

03/12/2013WRX01400365. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51939/13]

03/12/2013WRX01500366. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a disadvantaged area scheme payment in respect of persons (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51943/13]

03/12/2013WRX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 365 and 366 together.

An application under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged Area Scheme was 
received from the person named in my Department on 15 May 2013. Following processing, er-
rors were identified in respect of a number of land parcels. Following correspondence with the 
person named these have now been resolved and payments have recently issued to the nomi-
nated bank account.

03/12/2013WRX01650Farm Inspections

03/12/2013WRX01700367. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
funds which were returned to the EU on foot of on-farm inspection penalties and the direct sav-
ings to his Department as a result of such penalties, in each of the past five years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51969/13]

03/12/2013WRX01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As it is not 
possible to compile the full information requested in the available timescale, I am arranging for 
it to be provided directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

03/12/2013WRX01850Beef Technology Adoption Programme

03/12/2013WRX01900368. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will clarify which two tasks were initially selected by a herd owner (details supplied) in County 
Mayo under the beef technology adoption programme 2012 scheme; the date on which the third 
task was selected and completed by the herd owner; the date on which the Department was 
notified of the completion of the third task; the person within the Department who signed off 
on the decision to allow credit for the successful completion of this task; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51973/13]

03/12/2013WRX02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As indicated 
in reply to a previous Question regarding this case, the person named was initially found to be 
ineligible for payment under the 2012 Programme as it was established that he had failed to 
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complete one of the two selected Tasks. However, upon review he was deemed eligible, as it 
transpired that he had satisfactorily completed a third Task. While the substitution of this third 
Task had not been notified to my Department beforehand, credit was allowed for its successful 
completion and, accordingly, payment under the 2012 Programme was made on that basis, as 
all other requirements of the Programme were successfully completed.  

The Terms and Conditions of the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme required 
participants to select two Tasks from the menu of eight Tasks, with provision for participants 
to notify a subsequent change of a selected Task. Following validation prior to payment under 
the 2012 Programme, 4,809 participants were confirmed as having satisfied the requirements of 
the Programme and were paid. Subsequently, the position of those who had not initially passed 
the validation process were re-examined, following which a further 683 participants were con-
firmed as eligible and were paid. A review process is a feature of the Schemes and Programmes 
operated by my Department.

The following information was provided under Standing Order 40A

I wish to supply additional information which I trust will clarify the issue. The person ap-
plied to join the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme (BTAP). The Terms and Condi-
tions of the 2012 BTAP required participants to select two tasks from the menu of eight tasks, 
with provision for participants to notify a subsequent change of a selected task. Following 
validation prior to payment under the 2012 Programme, 4,809 participants (but not the person 
(details supplied)) were confirmed as having satisfied the requirements of the Programme and 
were paid.

The person had selected two Tasks under the 2012 Programme (Tasks 6 and 8) and no third 
task was selected.  The two tasks are as follows:

Task 6

Complete a herd health plan with a veterinary surgeon. Those availing of this option in 
2012 must join the voluntary Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) eradication programme in that 
year (verification will be through ICBF). A sample template which may be utilised, if suitable, 
for this purpose in consultation with your veterinary surgeon is attached at Appendix III.

Task 8

Put a rotational grazing system in place on the farm with the minimum of 6 grazing divi-
sions per grazing group and each division must have its own water supply. Grazing divisions 
may be through permanent fencing or through temporary electric fencing which may be rotated 
around the farm.

Following validation, the person was found to have failed Task 6, specifically two calves 
were not BVD tested, a requirement of the BVD eradication programme being that all calves 
be BVD tested.  An official of this Department notified Minister of State Ring of the position 
on 7 March 2013.

Subsequent to this date, Mr. Paud Evans, Principal Officer, authorised a general adminis-
trative review of those cases found ineligible following validation. Following the decision to 
review these unpaid cases, it was established from a file received from ICBF on 14 May 2013, 
that the person had effectively successfully completed Tasks 2 and 3; he was, therefore, deemed 
to be eligible under the 2012 Programme, notwithstanding that he had not selected either of 
these Tasks, nor had he sought to substitute either, or both, of the Tasks selected. 

For information, Tasks 2 and 3 were as follows:
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Task 2

Provide on farm certified weights to ICBF as specified below. Options for recording would 
include:

- Farmer recording of weights using scales owned by the farmer or group of farmers);

- Farmer recording of weights using scales provided by ICBF or an ICBF approved service 
provider (i.e. where the scales are rented from ICBF or an ICBF-approved service provider and 
the farmer does the recording himself);

- Technician recording of weights using scales provided by ICBF or an ICBF approved 
service provider (i.e. where the scales are operated by a technician working for ICBF or an 
ICBF-approved service provider).

Task 3

Increase the genetic merit of the herd by using one of the following:

- Use 5-star AI bulls on overall Suckler Beef Value (SBV) or on the maternal sub-index 
(within or across breed) on at least 25% of the beef cow herd;

- Participate in Gene Ireland; this will be verified by ICBF;

- Use a 5-star stock bull. A farmer must use a 5-star stock bull (5 stars within breed or 
across breed is acceptable) on overall SBV or on the maternal sub-index in his herd. The task 
is a qualifying one for one year only i.e. it cannot be selected by a participant in more than one 
year of the Programme;

- Improve maternal traits in the herd by using heifers that have 4 stars for daughter fertility 
or for daughter milk (or equivalent on any future development of the maternal Beef indexes). 
For the purposes of this task, a farmer must replace 15% of his herd (based on number of cows 
in the herd) with heifers who have 4 stars for either daughter milk or daughter fertility to satisfy 
this requirement. (This option will be available from 2013).

The person’s case was one of 683 participants in the 2012 Programme who were similarly 
deemed eligible on review and subsequently paid in July 2012.  The reply given to PQ 51099 
of 27 November 2013 was based on this information. 

I am conscious of the need to reply in an accurate and timely manner to all Parliamentary 
Questions.  On face value, it would appear that contradictory replies were given in March and 
November of this year, but the crucial change arises from the information provided by ICBF in 
May which allowed the July payment to the person based on their validation of his application.  
Minister Ring would not have been aware of this change to the person’s payment status.

03/12/2013WRX02050Foreign Adoptions

03/12/2013WRX02100369. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her attention 
has been drawn to the concerns expressed in a submission (details supplied) regarding Russian 
adoptions; if she has any information regarding the concerns; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [51312/13]

03/12/2013WRX02200373. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views regard-
ing a submission on Russian adoptions (details supplied); the actions taken or to be taken to 
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address the concerns; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51313/13]

03/12/2013WRX02300374. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
intervene and assist Irish families and help finalise Russian adoptions that were in the process 
of being completed prior to the 31 October deadline, which was stopped due to a change of law 
in Russia; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51331/13]

03/12/2013WRX02400379. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
support the five families awaiting Russian adoptions. (details supplied)  [51483/13]

03/12/2013WRX02500383. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to the situation involving five Irish families and their difficulties in 
finalising Russian adoptions they were in the process of completing; the action she will take to 
assist these families; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51845/13]

03/12/2013WRX02600387. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the advice 
has been received in relation to amending the Adoption Act 2010 to ensure that families who 
have been planning to adopt a child from Russia are still able to do so; when she anticipates this 
issue will be resolved; where the issue stands at present; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51888/13]

03/12/2013WRX02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 369, 373, 374, 379, 383 and 387 together.

The Adoption Act, 2010, provides for adoptions from countries that have ratified the Hague 
Convention on adoption and from countries where there is a bilateral agreement in place. Dur-
ing the drafting of the Act a considered and detailed transitional process to deal with the change 
from previous legislation to the new Act was put in place. The transitional measure contained 
in Section 63 of the Adoption Act, 2010, allows those who held a valid declaration of eligibil-
ity and suitability to adopt before the commencement of the Act to continue with an adoption, 
from a non-Hague, non-bilateral country for a maximum period of three years.  Such applicants 
were thus afforded an additional three year period to complete these particular adoptions from 
non-Hague countries, and must have completed the process by the 31 October 2013. 

 One particular concern that has coincided with the expiry of the transitional provisions 
provided for in Section 63 of the Adoption Act 2010, is the position of a small number of ap-
plicants who were at a late stage in adopting from Russia when changes to Russian legislation 
were enacted which meant that they were unable to complete the adoption of identified children 
before 31 October, 2013.  I have been contacted by four sets of prospective adopters who were 
affected by this change and who sought my assistance in this regard.

It is my understanding that in order to adopt from Russia it is necessary to have a valid 
declaration of eligibility and suitability to adopt on the date of the court hearing to finalise the 
adoption, and for a specified period thereafter before the Court order takes effect. In order that 
these adoptions, which were stopped by this change in Russian law, could continue an amend-
ment to the Adoption Act, 2010, would be necessary to extend the validity of the declarations 
of eligibility and suitability. 

The advice of the Attorney General was sought and my Department is currently examining 
legislative options that might assist, possibly through the retrospective extension of the dec-
larations of eligibility and suitability concerned. As the Adoption Act, 2010, is drafted on the 
basis of the incorporation of the Hague Convention, and the minimum set of standards outlined 
therein, the implications of amending the Act must be carefully examined before the Govern-
ment is in a position to consider any proposed amendment of the legislation.  My Department, 
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in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General, is examining if it is possible to address 
this situation within the parameters of Irish law and our obligations under the Hague Conven-
tion. I and my officials have continued contact with the four sets of prospective adoptive parents 
affected by the changes in Russian legislation and who have sought my assistance in this regard.

03/12/2013WRX02750Youth Services Expenditure

03/12/2013WRX02800370. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 635 of 18 July 2013, which of the 41 funding bodies listed are 
designated as funding administering bodies which administer funding on behalf of her Depart-
ment; if she will clarify the reason 41 bodies were listed in the reply when only 31 are autho-
rised to administer funds in this way; which funding schemes they receive and administer funds 
through; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51303/13]

03/12/2013WRX02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The funding for 
477 youth projects under the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Facilities 
and Services Fund, Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects is administered by my 
Department through funding administration bodies. In the main, these are the Education and 
Training Boards (ETBs) but they also include other bodies such as the HSE, some local authori-
ties and, up to recently, some of the larger national youth organisations including Crosscare 
Youth Services (formerly Catholic Youth Care), Foróige and Youth Work Ireland. 

In recent years, the number of bodies holding funding administration status from my De-
partment has reduced from approximately 40 to some 30 at the start of 2013. For example, the 
funding administering arrangements formerly carried out by six large youth organisations was 
transferred by my Department to City of Dublin ETB (CDYSB) in 2012.

It is anticipated that the number of funding administration bodies will continue to reduce as 
the integration of former VECs into the Education Training Boards is completed.

03/12/2013WRX02950Youth Services Funding

03/12/2013WRX03000371. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 623 of 19 November 2013 if she will account for €5.566 million 
of the €53.498 million stated to be provided for youth funding schemes considering the amount 
laid out for the youth funding schemes in the answer to said question only adds up to €47.932 
million; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51304/13]

03/12/2013WRX03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports to the youth sector. These 
include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young 
Peoples Facilities and Services Fund (Rounds 1 and 2), the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme, 
Youth Information Centres, Léargas - The Exchange Bureau, Gaisce - the President’s Award 
and a number of other programmes and initiatives including Child Protection, Youth Arts and 
Youth Health programmes  and Co-operation Ireland.  

The estimated expenditure for youth programmes and initiatives in 2013 is outlined here-
under.
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Programme/Scheme 2013 Allocation     
€53.498m    

Special Projects for Youth Scheme 14.968
Youth Information Centres 1.282
Youth Service Grant Scheme 10.337
Young Peoples Facilities & Services Fund 1 5.905
Young Peoples Facilities & Services Fund 2 13.209
Local Youth Club Grant Scheme 1.035
Local Drugs Task Force Scheme 1.196
Capital Funding 1.750
Leargas – the Exchange Bureau and Gaisce – the Presi-
dent’s Award

1.148

Co-operation Ireland and Causeway Programmes 0.089
National Youth Health and Arts Programmes 0.148
Child Protection Programme within the NYCI 0.096
Programme and administration support cost including 
ETB Youth Officers and the national quality standards, 

2.335

Total 53.498

03/12/2013WRX03150Youth Services Funding

03/12/2013WRX03200372. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 623 of 19 November 2013, the way the €1.75 million in capital 
funding has been distributed; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51305/13]

03/12/2013WRX03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector.  

Total funding of €1.75 has been provided for a new capital funding programme for 2013.  
This includes €1.5m for youth cafés and €250,000 for play and recreation facilities for young 
people.  

Details of the funding allocations to individual projects for the support of new youth cafés 
and also the funding for play and recreation facilities will be announced shortly.

  Questions Nos. 373 and 374 answered with Question No. 369.

03/12/2013WRY00250Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRY00300375. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of officials in her Department that are receiving the cost of club membership fees, including 
sports clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the total cost per 
year to her Department of paying these fees; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[51362/13]

03/12/2013WRY00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In order to meet 
continuing professional development requirements some professional bodies require payment 
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of membership fees.  In 2013 my Department paid €1,185 towards professional memberships 
fees for four employees covering the fields of accountancy and social work.

03/12/2013WRY00450Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRY00500376. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
Department is paying for any of its employees to receive third-level qualifications; if so, the 
annual cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a 
result of receiving this qualification; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51376/13]

03/12/2013WRY00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The provision 
of payment of third level fees in the civil service is governed under Circular 23/2007 which 
sets out the arrangements to facilitate the development of appropriate skill and expertise levels 
in Departments and in supporting officers efforts in the area of self-development and life-long 
learning.  

As my Department was established in June 2011 I am not in a position to provide details 
prior to this as commitments made to employees would have been paid by previous relevant 
Departments.  

At end December 2012 my Department paid €21,215 towards employees receiving third-
level qualifications.  No employee in my Department will receive a financial bonus as a result 
of receiving these qualifications.

03/12/2013WRY00650Child Protection Services

03/12/2013WRY00700377. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
has responsibility for Child Protection Services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[51427/13]

03/12/2013WRY00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The operation, 
management and delivery of child welfare and protection services is a matter for the Health Ser-
vice Executive under the Health Act, 2004 and the Child Care Act, 1991 as amended.  The Child 
Care Act 1991, as amended, sets out the statutory framework within which the Health Service 
Executive provides family support and child welfare and protection services.  Matters of policy 
and legislation fall within the remit of my Department. My Department is also responsible for 
the harmonisation of policy issues across sectors.  

The new Child and Family Agency, upon establishment, will assume full statutory respon-
sibility for a range of child and family services currently provided by three separate agencies; 
namely the HSE, the Family Support Agency and the National Educational Welfare Board. On 
establishment of the Agency the functions which are due to transfer will continue to be dis-
charged by the relevant statutory bodies.  

Following the Government decision on the Heads of Bill in November last, work on the 
drafting of the legislation - the Child and Family Agency Bill - was advanced in conjunction 
with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel. The legislation to establish the new Agency has com-
pleted its passage through the Dáil and is currently being considered by the Seanad. 

Concurrently, a comprehensive change programme is currently being implemented in the 
HSE and is addressing the quality and consistency of child welfare and protection services. This 
change process will continue into the new Child and Family Agency.
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03/12/2013WRY00850Adoption Services Provision

03/12/2013WRY00900378. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
that can be taken to ensure the adoption of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 16 will be fi-
nalised; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51438/13]

03/12/2013WRY01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The responsibil-
ity for the registration of intercountry adoptions is a matter for the Adoption Authority of Ire-
land (AAI), an independent quasi judicial entity established under the Adoption Act 2010. It is 
a matter for the AAI to ensure that all adoptions are made in accordance with the provisions of 
the Adoption Act 2010. Accordingly, as Minister, it is not open to me to intervene in individual 
cases. 

The Authority has advised me that they have examined this matter comprehensively and 
taken legal advice in this regard. The Adoption Authority has determined that it does not have 
the statutory power to recognise certain adoptions of children born in Mexico or to register 
the adoption on the Register of Intercountry Adoptions. The matter is now the subject of legal 
proceedings in the High Court.

  Question No. 379 answered with Question No. 369.

03/12/2013WRY01150Health Services Reports

03/12/2013WRY01200380. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if she will provide a copy of all inspection reports for a facility (details supplied) in County 
Meath. [51582/13]

03/12/2013WRY01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information. 

03/12/2013WRY01350Adoption Services Provision

03/12/2013WRY01400381. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
her Department is willing to provide further relief and support for those who adopt children 
here, in view of the low rate of adoption of Irish born children at the moment; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [51585/13]

03/12/2013WRY01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald):  The Adoption 
(Amendment) Bill aims to provide, in a more effective and appropriate way, for the adoption 
of children of marriage. I intend to progress the Bill as soon as the proceedings and processes 
relevant to the Children’s Referendum are concluded. 

03/12/2013WRY01550Childcare Education and Training Scheme Administration

03/12/2013WRY01600382. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide a list of the 50 applications that were made to participate in the area-based child-
hood programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51786/13]

03/12/2013WRY01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Last week I was 
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delighted to announce with my colleague the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, Mr. Eamonn Gilmore, T.D., that an additional nine areas have been selected to enter the 
design stage of the Area-Based Childhood (ABC) Programme 2013-2016 in line with a key 
Programme for Government commitment.  

This brings the total number of areas to 13, as three existing projects which participated in a 
forerunner Prevention and Early Intervention Programme in Tallaght, Ballymun and Darndale 
have already been approved for entry into the new ABC Programme and a further project in 
the Midlands linked to the existing ‘Preparing for Life’ project in Darndale, is being included.

I was also pleased to confirm that the Programme has attracted 50% co-funding from the 
Atlantic Philanthropies, bringing total funding to €29.7m.  It would not have been possible for 
us to have considered bringing in this number of programmes were it not for the generosity of 
the Atlantic Philanthropies.

The programme is being introduced on foot of the Programme for Government commitment 
to adopt an area-based approach to child poverty, drawing on best international practice and 
existing services to break the cycle of child poverty where it is most deeply entrenched and im-
prove the outcomes for children and young people.  The programme will build on and continue 
much of the work of  the PEIP which was also implemented by my Department and co-funded 
by the Atlantic Philanthropies.

50 applications were received from consortia wishing to participate in the Area-Based Child-
hood (ABC) Programme 2013-2016. Three proposals were received from PEIP participants, 
and a basis for their transition into the new programme was agreed during the Summer.  The 
47 other proposals were considered against criteria set out in the applications process, namely 
Evidence of Need, Quality of the Proposal, Additionality & Sustainability, and  Understanding 
and Capturing Outcomes, and ranked accordingly.

I will provide the Deputy with a complete list of the 50 applications today.

  Question No. 383 answered with Question No. 369.

03/12/2013WRY01850Child Protection

03/12/2013WRY01900384. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
steps that are being taken and will be taken by her Department to incorporate the findings and 
recommendations of reports published by the national review panel for serious incidents and 
child deaths into her Department’s child protection policy. [51869/13]

03/12/2013WRY02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The findings of 
the National Review Panel Reports consisted mainly of operational learning points. The HSE 
accepted all of these recommendations  and has been undertaking a country-wide process to 
improve practice in relation to such cases across the country. Most recently this process has in-
volved the convening of a series of workshops for social work staff and managers nationwide. 
A minimum of two workshops were held  in each region presented by Ms Helen Buckley, Chair 
of the National Review Panel and Ms Lynne Peyton, Consultant in Children’s Services and 
Social Care. Ms Peyton was responsible for the three neglect audits undertaken following the 
Roscommon incest case. The workshops covered the learning emerging from the Child Death 
Review Process and the neglect audits.  

The necessary actions to incorporate the findings and recommendations of reports published 
by the National Review Panel for Serious Incidents and Child Deaths are being implemented 
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at a policy level in the context of the Government’s reform programme for children’s services, 
the most radical reform of child welfare and protection services ever undertaken in the State. 
The integrated delivery of these reforms will ensure that responses to many review groups rec-
ommendations will be mainstreamed into the work programme of the new Child and Family 
Agency.

03/12/2013WRY02050Foster Care Provision

03/12/2013WRY02100385. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
current number of children in care who are placed with relative foster carers; and if she will 
report on the number of these relative foster carers who have received training and support 
from the Health Service Executive’s children and family services before the children have been 
placed with them.  [51870/13]

03/12/2013WRY02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The HSE com-
piles monthly performance reports which include statistics in relation to children in care. These 
reports are published on the HSE website. The latest published report shows that there were 
6,465 children in the care of the HSE in September 2013, of which 1,888 (29.2%) were placed 
with relative foster carers.

All prospective foster carers or applicants undergo an assessment and training process to 
establish their suitability and competence as future foster carers. The assessment  is undertaken 
by a social worker from the local fostering team and includes Garda vetting, internal HSE 
checks to establish previous involvement with child protection services, a medical assessment, 
personal interviews in the applicant’s home and if the applicant(s) have children, the social 
worker will also talk to them about being part of a foster family.  The social worker’s  report is 
then presented to the Foster Care committee for approval, including a recommendation as to the 
age of the child and type of foster care suitable to the applicant(s).  All approved foster carers 
are entered on a panel of approved foster carers.

When a child is being placed in foster care, the suitability of a placement with relatives is 
explored in the first instance. Where the HSE is satisfied that an immediate placement with 
relatives is in the interests of the child, such placement may occur before full approval of the 
committee is in place. Such emergency placements are provided for in the regulations. Prior to 
placement, the relative is assessed by a principal social worker, including early Garda vetting. 
This is followed by a full assessment and approval by the foster care committee as outlined 
above. 

The HSE has advised me that they do not collect information on the numbers of relative fos-
ter carers who receive training before children are placed with them.  However, training is pro-
vided regularly for all foster  carers including relatives.  The importance of attending training is 
emphasised as part of the assessment process and through the relative carer’s link social worker.

03/12/2013WRY02250HSE Staffing

03/12/2013WRY02300386. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 569 of 26 November 2013, the number of staff currently 
working in the Health Service Executive’s information and tracing unit, in the specific project 
of organising and storing files which have been transferred to the HSE from mother and baby 
homes and adoption societies in recent years; if additional staff may be deployed to speed up 
the process of cataloguing all of the files involved; and if she will report on the arrangements 
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that will be in place for this work when the Child and Family Agency is established.  [51871/13]

03/12/2013WRY02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter for which the HSE has responsibility, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy. 

  Question No. 387 answered with Question No. 369.

03/12/2013WRY02550Ambulance Service Staff

03/12/2013WRY02600388. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Health with reference to the four remain-
ing staff of the former regional ambulance control and command centre (details supplied), if 
the Health Service Executive will be bound by the public service agreements and Labour Court 
recommendation and treat the affected staff equally by allowing these remaining staff and their 
budgets to redeploy to the wider HSE and the public sector; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51356/13]

03/12/2013WRY02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

03/12/2013WRZ00150Prescription Charges

03/12/2013WRZ00200389. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will review the increased 
cost of prescription medication to medical card holders; if any provision has been made for 
those who cannot afford €19.50 per month; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51428/13]

03/12/2013WRZ00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As announced 
in Budget 2014, it has become necessary to increase the prescription charge due to the very 
difficult and challenging economic environment which requires the Government to achieve 
additional savings in health expenditure with €666 million of savings targeted in 2014. The 
increase in prescription charges will account for €43 million of this target.  The Government is 
committed to achieving these savings while protecting front line services to the most vulnerable 
to the greatest extent possible.

Medical card holders will be required to pay a €2.50 charge per item for medicines and 
other prescription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of €25 
per month for each person or family.  These new rates are effective from 1 December 2013.  
Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the HSE or to methadone supplied 
to patients participating in the methadone treatment scheme.  There are no plans to provide for 
further exemptions from prescription charges.

03/12/2013WRZ00350Tobacco Control Measures

03/12/2013WRZ00400390. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
charged and convicted of buying cigarettes for a minor in each of the past five years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51506/13]

03/12/2013WRZ00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Under the Public Health (Tobacco) Act 2002 
as amended it is an offence for a person to sell a tobacco product to a person under the age of 
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18 years.  There is no provision set out in the Act which relates to the purchase of tobacco by 
an adult on behalf of a minor and as such the information sought by the Deputy is not available.

03/12/2013WRZ00550Tobacco Control Measures

03/12/2013WRZ00600391. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the way in which he proposes to 
generate €5 million from increasing licence fees for tobacco retailers in view of the fact that 
these retailers paid a one off fee of €50 and many small operators have very tight profit margins. 
[51666/13]

03/12/2013WRZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Currently under Irish Tobacco Control Legis-
lation a retailer wishing to sell tobacco products must register with the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) and be placed on the Retail Register for the sale of tobacco products. Under the Public 
Health (Tobacco) Act 2002 as amended the HSE may charge a fee as may be determined by the 
Minister for Health.  To date this has been a once off fee of €50 per applicant.  The Government 
proposes to increase the Retail Register fee during 2014 in the context of legislation to provide 
for the licensing of the sale of tobacco products as outlined in Tobacco Free Ireland which was 
approved by Government in July of this year.

03/12/2013WRZ00750Hospital Staff Data

03/12/2013WRZ00800392. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the number of specialist registrar 
posts in each hospital here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51289/13]

03/12/2013WRZ00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

03/12/2013WRZ00950Hospital Staff Data

03/12/2013WRZ01000393. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the number of senior house of-
ficers in basic specialist training posts in each hospital here; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51290/13]

03/12/2013WRZ01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

03/12/2013WRZ01150Hospital Staff Data

03/12/2013WRZ01200394. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the number of non-EU medi-
cal graduates employed in each hospital here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51291/13]

03/12/2013WRZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

03/12/2013WRZ01350Public Health Policy



Questions - Written Answers

460

03/12/2013WRZ01400395. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ban hydroge-
nated fats here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51293/13]

03/12/2013WRZ01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department recognises the importance of 
limiting the use of hydrogenated fats in foods sold in Ireland.  My officials raised this issue at 
EU level during negotiations on EU Regulation 1169/2011 governing the provision of food in-
formation to consumers.  The European Commission agreed to prepare a report on the presence 
of trans fats in foods and in the overall diet of the EU population by the end of 2014.  The aim 
of the report is to assess the impact of appropriate means to enable consumers to make healthier 
food and dietary choices, including the provision of information on trans fats to consumers or 
restrictions on their use.  The Commission will accompany this report with a legislative pro-
posal, if appropriate.  The Commission’s report will inform future action in this area.

03/12/2013WRZ01550Disability Support Services

03/12/2013WRZ01600396. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene to ensure 
that funding is made available to the Dyspraxia Association of Ireland to allow them to continue 
their vital work, in the absence of any provision by the Health Service Executive; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51301/13]

03/12/2013WRZ01700397. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene and provide 
the necessary funding to assist the Dyspraxia Association of Ireland and ensure that those af-
fected by dyspraxia have access to the services and supports they require to enable them to 
reach their full potential and thereby reduce their dependency on support from the State; if he 
will provide a centralised information resource via telephone, email and website whereby those 
affected by dyspraxia-developmental co-ordination disorder, DCD, and professionals can ac-
cess the latest information on the condition such as the supports available, the most up to date 
diagnostic criteria and the latest intervention practices and so on; if he will provide a forum 
for professionals and those affected by the condition to share information, experiences and 
resources, promote earlier identification and intervention ensuring there is clarity and unity 
among health professionals regarding diagnostic assessment criteria and practices; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51314/13]

03/12/2013WRZ01800451. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the supports provided by his 
Department to the Dyspraxia Association of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51803/13]

03/12/2013WRZ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 396, 397 and 451 together.

The Government is fully committed to ensuring the on-going delivery of vital services and 
supports to people with disabilities within available resources.  The Health Service Executive 
(HSE) has been provided with funding in the order of €1.4 billion this year to fund its 2013 
disability services programme for children and adults with disabilities.  This represents approxi-
mately 11.5% of overall health expenditure this year.  The majority of this funding is distributed 
through non-statutory agencies who deliver over 80% of all disability services.  There are in the 
region of 300 such agencies at present across the country that provide a significant and broad 
range of services for children and adults with disabilities in partnership with and on behalf of 
the HSE.

It is important to note that many children and adults with a disability can be very effectively 
supported within mainstream child and adult health services.  Dyspraxia is a developmental co-
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ordination disorder that affects movement and co-ordination.  For some children, dyspraxia can 
affect their learning capacity.  For this reason they may require additional supports in the school 
setting to keep up with their classmates.  A comprehensive range of supports is in place in our 
school system to supports these children.  

From a health perspective, there are a number of therapies that can make it easier for people 
with dyspraxia to cope.  These include speech and language therapy, to improve speech and 
communication skills, and occupational therapy to find ways to remain independent and com-
plete everyday tasks.  Such therapy services do not necessarily have to be delivered through 
specialist disability providers and are frequently accessed through Primary Care Teams and 
community therapy services.

The Dyspraxia Association is just one of a range of organisations around the country at pres-
ent providing supports to specific diagnostic groups who do not receive HSE funding.  Funding 
of these types of organisations is an issue that is under active and on-going consideration by 
the HSE.  Pending approval of the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2014, it is not possible to 
predict the service levels and funding to be provided next year for the disability sector.

03/12/2013WRZ01950Health Screening Programmes

03/12/2013WRZ02000398. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
waiting list for the school eye screening system here; the number on the waiting list in County 
Kerry; the average waiting time across the country; the waiting time in County Kerry; his views 
on whether these problems cause an unacceptable risk of learning difficulties for children which 
can compromise their future careers; if he will intervene and address this unsatisfactory situa-
tion; the steps he will take to address these issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51324/13]

03/12/2013WRZ02100403. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in the 
school eye screening programme; his views that this delay is acceptable; if his attention has 
been drawn to the adverse impact on pupils as a result of these delays; the steps he will take to 
address this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51476/13]

03/12/2013WRZ02200408. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to adapt 
the current school eye screening methodology to ensure that close vision problems which affect 
reading are tested sufficiently; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51507/13]

03/12/2013WRZ02300409. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Execu-
tive has any plans to work with community based optometrists to carry out routine follow ups 
from the school eye screening programme in a bid to reduce current waiting times; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51508/13]

03/12/2013WRZ02400410. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the national average waiting 
time for follow up exams from the State’s school eye screening system; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51509/13]

03/12/2013WRZ02500453. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the waiting time for follow-up exams from the school eye screening system can 
be up to four years; if he will consider using community based optometrists to carry out routine 
follow-ups from the school eye screening system to help address waiting times; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51833/13]

03/12/2013WRZ02600454. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that the current 
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school eye screening system methodology sufficiently tests for close vision problems; if his at-
tention has been drawn to the Association of Optometrists Ireland’s 6 Point Vision Check; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51834/13]

03/12/2013WRZ02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 398, 403, 408 to 410, inclusive, 453 and 454 together.

The Health Service Executive provides a sight testing service as part of the school health 
screening programme for children of primary school age.  The screening service is provided by 
public health nurses and area medical officers.  Children who are identified as requiring treat-
ment or intervention are referred to the HSE ophthalmic service for follow up. Urgent cases are 
given priority and less urgent cases are dealt with as quickly as possible.  In Kerry urgent refer-
rals are seen by the ophthalmic service, on average, within a one to six week period and routine 
referrals have an average waiting time of 31 weeks.  However, the HSE is continually working 
to improve the service.  The HSE has committed to providing 68,000 treatments in 2013 and it 
was up to the end of September 2013 4.2% ahead of target with the provision of almost 53,000 
treatments to children. I have asked the HSE to provide details of waiting lists and waiting times 
directly to the Deputies.

The HSE’s National Clinical Programme for Ophthalmology aims to move towards the 
elimination of avoidable sight loss, to re-balance the focus on prevention and early intervention, 
and to provide equitable access to efficient and high quality care, supports and treatment.  A care 
pathway has been designed in relation to school screening and paediatric ophthalmic services. 
This includes the expansion of the orthoptic and optometry input into the school screening ser-
vice.  This draft model of care is under consideration by the HSE.  In addition, the community 
ophthalmology services will also be the subject of a review in 2014 in order to ensure that the 
best possible service is available for patients.  I am not aware of the detail of the Association 
of Optometrists Ireland’s 6 Point Vision Check.  I understand that it is a marketing initiative by 
some of its members to promote basic eye checks for children.

03/12/2013WRZ02750Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRZ02800399. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his Department and the 
Health Service Executive is paying for any of its employees to receive third-level qualifica-
tions; if so, the annual cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a fi-
nancial bonus as a result of receiving this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51357/13]

03/12/2013WRZ02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department operates a scheme for the 
refund of fees in respect of post-entry education in accordance with the relevant Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform circular 23/2007.  Fees in respect of specialised courses or 
third level degrees or similar programmes are only paid or refunded where the course of study is 
relevant to the officers civil service employment or leads to a recognised qualification which is 
of benefit to them in the performance of their duties and in the case of third level qualifications 
are pursued primarily in the officer’s own time.

It is essential that officials in my Department take part in training courses and programmes 
so that they can manage more effectively the numerous challenges which face my Department 
and our Health System now and into the future.  This refund of fees scheme is an integral and 
essential part of the Department’s overall training programme for its management and staff.  
Staff in my Department who avail of this scheme do not receive a financial bonus as a result of 
acquiring a qualification from the course of study undertaken.
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The annual cost to the Department in respect of such payments for each of the past five years 
is set out in the following table:

Year Cost
2009 €66,669
2010 €78,498
2011 €98,577
2012 €52,723
2013 €43,878

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to the Deputy.

03/12/2013WRZ02950Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WRZ03000400. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the number of officials in his 
Department and in the Health Service Executive that are receiving the cost of club membership 
fees, including sports clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; 
the total cost per year to his Department and the HSE of paying these fees; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51358/13]

03/12/2013WRZ03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Officials in my Department do not receive 
club membership fees, including sports clubs. Payment of professional membership fees are 
made where it is required for a specialised profession in my Department.  Membership of a pro-
fessional body can be regarded as relevant to the business of my Department where it facilitates 
the acquisition of knowledge which is necessary for the duties of a role, or directly related to 
the performance of the staff’s present or prospective duties in the Department.  A sum of €6,986 
was paid in 2013 for professional fees in respect of eleven officials in my Department. The 
Health Service Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

03/12/2013WRZ03150Disability Support Services

03/12/2013WRZ03200401. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health his proposals regarding the dete-
rioration of the early intervention service for children with special needs in Carlow, in terms of 
physiotherapy, speech therapy and occupational therapy (details supplied).  [51432/13]

03/12/2013WRZ03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a 
service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/12/2013WRZ03350Medical Card Applications

03/12/2013WRZ03400402. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene to 
ensure that a medical card is issued to a person (details supplied) in County Cavan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51444/13]

03/12/2013WRZ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the general medical services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
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a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 403 answered with Question No. 398.

03/12/2013WRAA00150Hospital Appointment Status

03/12/2013WRAA00200404. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51478/13]

03/12/2013WRAA00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

03/12/2013WRAA00350HIQA Reports

03/12/2013WRAA00400405. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to ensure that 
all hospitals, but especially voluntary hospitals, have followed the good governance guidelines 
set down in the Health Information and Quality Authority report into governance in Tallaght 
hospital; and the hospitals that have changed their governance structure as a result.  [51479/13]

03/12/2013WRAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Information and Quality Author-
ity (HIQA) Report into quality, safety and governance at Tallaght Hospital is an important 
element in driving the Health Reform Programme which is focusing on and prioritising patient 
safety and best governance. 

The Health Service Executive (HSE) established an Implementation Oversight Group to 
progress the recommendations of the Report of the Investigation into the quality, safety and 
governance of the care provided by the Adelaide and Meath Hospital incorporating the Na-
tional Children’s Hospital (AMNCH) for patients who require acute admission.  The Group 
has worked closely my Department to progress the necessary actions to implement the report 
recommendations. The HSE prioritised those recommendations which relate directly to the 
safe care of their patients. In July 2013, the HSE published an interim report on the progress on 
implementation.  As set out in that interim report, in moving to the next stage of implementa-
tion, the HSE is widening its approach to address a range of governance issues including the 
structure, membership, codes of practice, management arrangements and performance man-
agement process for hospital groups; management and performance management of non-acute 
services; and performance management of funded services that can be achieved through the 
existing service arrangements.

The HIQA report and the Higgins report, ‘the Establishment of Hospital Groups as a Tran-
sition to Independent Hospital Trusts’ provide a template for hospital governance which will 



3 December 2013

465

be the foundation for the governance of the new hospital groups. I am establishing a Strategic 
Advisory Group to oversee the implementation of hospital groups and to ensure that interna-
tional best practice feeds into the implementation of hospital groups, particularly in relation to 
developing trends in acute health care service provision and governance.  It is acknowledged 
that there is a need to review the Board membership provisions of the statutory hospital boards 
and my Department intends to progress legislative amendments as part of the work underway 
on governance.  In the interim appointments will continue to be made in line with current leg-
islation.

03/12/2013WRAA00550Tax Reliefs Eligibility

03/12/2013WRAA00600406. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical certificate in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51480/13]

03/12/2013WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Rev-
enue Commissioners operate a Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Scheme, whereby a person with a disability or a family member can qualify for tax relief linked 
to the purchase of vehicles, providing the person with a disability is the holder of a Primary 
Medical Certificate.  Applications for Primary Medical Certificates are processed by the Health 
Service Executive. Where the issue of a Primary Medical Certificate is refused, the applicant 
may appeal this refusal to the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal at the National Reha-
bilitation Hospital, Rochestown Avenue, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. The Board is independent 
in the exercise of its functions.

As the issue raised by the Deputy relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/12/2013WRAA00750Medical Card Eligibility

03/12/2013WRAA00800407. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if patients with terminal ill-
ness are subject to a means test to qualify for medical cards; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51488/13]

03/12/2013WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): No means test 
is applied to a person reporting end stage terminal illness. All that is required is that a medi-
cal report be submitted to the HSE verifying the person’s condition. On receipt of the report 
confirmation, a medical card issues within 24 hours to the person concerned for a period of six 
months. Moreover, it is open to the person concerned or their parents, in the case of a card is-
suing to a child, to make a full application for medical card eligibility before the expiry of the 
initial six month period of eligibility.

In any event, renewal assessment forms automatically issue to the holders of all medical 
card or GP visit cards, three months prior to the expiry date of the card. Medical cards approved 
based on a full eligibility assessment are granted for a period of two years before being sub-
jected to review assessment to determine continuing eligibility.

  Questions Nos. 408 to 410, inclusive, answered with Question No. 398.

03/12/2013WRAA01150Medical Card Eligibility
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03/12/2013WRAA01300411. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to either reduce or 
increase the level of cash savings with regard to the eligibility for an over-70’s medical card 
application; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51513/13]

03/12/2013WRAA01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Assessment for 
eligibility for an over-70s medical card is based on gross income from all sources with the ex-
ception of specific compensation awards/redress awards and income from a certain amount of 
savings and similar investments, currently set at €36,000 for a single person and €72,000 for a 
couple.

There are no proposals at present to change these amounts.

03/12/2013WRAA01450National Lottery Funding Applications

03/12/2013WRAA01500412. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
on an application for lottery funding by a group (details supplied) in County Galway; the reason 
for the delay on the decision in view of the importance of lottery funding for this group; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [51527/13]

03/12/2013WRAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has received an application 
for funding from the 2013 National Lottery allocation from the organisation in question. This is 
one of a large number of applications currently being assessed. The Deputy will be informed of 
the outcome of the application as soon as a decision has been made.

03/12/2013WRAA01650Medical Card Applications

03/12/2013WRAA01700413. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
determination of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51530/13]

03/12/2013WRAA01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

03/12/2013WRAA01850EU Issues

03/12/2013WRAA01900414. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he supports amendments Nos. 
30, 191, 193, 250 and 253 to the European legislation on clinical trials on medical products for 
human consumption; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51532/13]

03/12/2013WRAA02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The objective 
of the Clinical Trials Proposal is to encourage clinical trials on medicines to be carried out 
in the EU. The Proposal was one of 4 priority areas identified for the Irish Health Presidency 
Programme. The Proposal is also a priority for the Lithuanian Presidency and negotiations are 
currently taking place with the European Parliament to try to reach agreement before the end of 
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the Lithuanian Presidency.

The amendments referred to by the Deputy relate specifically to transparency on clinical 
trials.  The Commission Proposal provides for a publicly accessible EU database which will 
contain details of all trials submitted for authorisation in the EU and summaries of their results 
within one year after they have ended.  The European Parliament’s amendments provide for 
even greater transparency in term of improving access to information. Transparency in clinical 
trials is fully supported by the Irish Government.

03/12/2013WRAA02050Local Drugs Task Forces Funding

03/12/2013WRAA02100415. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide funding 
for the community safety forum posts in Tallaght and Clondalkin in 2014 as was provided by 
his Department in 2013. [51533/13]

03/12/2013WRAA02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Funding in re-
spect of the Community Safety Forum posts will be included in the 2014 allocation for the 
Clondalkin Local Drugs Task Force and the Tallaght Local Drugs Task Force. It is a matter for 
each Task Force to determine individual project allocations.

03/12/2013WRAA02250Medical Card Applications

03/12/2013WRAA02300416. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will issue a full medical 
card to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51537/13]

03/12/2013WRAA02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

03/12/2013WRAA02450Hospital Appointments Administration

03/12/2013WRAA02500417. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive a urology appointment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51538/13]

03/12/2013WRAA02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target 
of 12 months has been set for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is 
reflected in the HSE Service Plan. The SDU and the NTPF are working closely with hospitals 
towards achievement of the maximum waiting time.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved. In relation to the specific hospital appointment query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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03/12/2013WRAA02650Health Insurance Cover

03/12/2013WRAA02700418. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the reason there is a legal require-
ment for maternity cover to be mandatory in all health insurance policies regardless of the age 
of the policy holder, even for those who will never require such cover.  [51541/13]

03/12/2013WRAA02800433. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if it is Government policy that 
women, regardless of age, must carry insurance for maternity cover and all other related ma-
ternity issues; his views on whether it is unfair to expect persons to pay for insurance cover of 
which they will never have to avail; and if he will give a commitment to resolving this issue as 
soon as possible.  [51707/13]

03/12/2013WRAA02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 418 and 433 
together.

The inclusion of maternity benefit in all health insurance products is a statutory require-
ment, as part of a legal obligation on health insurers to provide a specific minimum level of 
benefit in all health insurance products sold.

Minimum benefit is one of the key principles on which the Irish private health insurance 
regulatory system is based.  Minimum Benefit Regulations, made under the Health Insurance 
Acts, require insurers to offer a minimum benefit to every insured person.  The key purpose 
of the Regulations is to ensure the continued availability of the type of broad hospital cover 
traditionally held as a minimum by the insured population and to ensure that individuals do 
not significantly under-insure.  Minimum Benefit Regulations were introduced in 1996, under 
Section 10 of the Health Insurance Act, 1994 and cover in-patient, out-patient and day-patient 
services provided by publicly funded hospitals, private hospitals, registered nursing home and 
hospital consultants.

The Minimum Benefit Regulations ensure that all consumers obtain an appropriate mini-
mum level of health insurance cover regardless of what plan they purchase and that every plan 
available is inclusive of a minimum suite of benefits/procedures, some of which are available 
to the market as a whole and some of which will be applicable specifically to either men or 
women. By way of example, the Regulations include provision for such medical treatments as a 
prostatectomy or testicular biopsy (in the case of men) and cervical biopsy or maternity services 
(in the case of women).  Importantly, under Community Rating everybody is charged the same 
premium for a particular health insurance plan which includes this minimum suite of benefits, 
irrespective of age, gender and the current or likely future state of their health. Thus, the broad 
base line of procedures provided by minimum benefit should not be looked at in gender specific 
terms, but rather as a cohort of procedures that are important to the community of the insured 
population and thus should be protected and provided as a minimum base to all.

03/12/2013WRBB00150Medical Card Reviews

03/12/2013WRBB00200419. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will alter the system of 
review for medical cards in order that card holders are given a warning before cut off (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51548/13]

03/12/2013WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): All medical card 
and GP visit card holders are subject to a periodic review of eligibility to determine continu-
ing eligibility.  Ordinarily, three months before an individual’s existing medical card eligibility 
expiry date, a review notification issues to the individual (or parents, in the case of a child).  A 
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review notification will indicate the card holder should complete a self-assessment or request 
the card holder to return evidence of household income, assessable outgoings and medical cir-
cumstances to enable a full review assessment to be conducted by the HSE.  A reminder letter is 
issued a month later if the requested review form details have not been returned at that point. If 
a person does not return the review form within the time specified, continuing eligibility cannot 
be confirmed and the medical card cannot be reissued.  In these circumstances, or where the 
review process establishes that a person no longer holds eligibility, the eligibility ceases.

Persons are requested to return their completed review forms, at least one month in advance 
of the due expiry date of their existing eligibility in order to give the HSE sufficient time to car-
ry out the review and/or to get back to the individuals if the application is incomplete or requires 
any further details to be furnished.  Where a review form is returned, but not fully completed, 
by the expiry date, it is HSE policy to extend the eligibility of the client for a reasonable period 
of time until the review is carried out and a final decision made on the person’s continuing eli-
gibility, once there is appropriate communication from the client.  Medical card holders who 
genuinely engage with the review of their medical card eligibility will not have their eligibility 
withdrawn before that review is complete.

GPs are advised three months in advance of the review dates of their patients’ GP visit cards/
medical cards and subsequently the following month, and the month after that, if the patient 
has not returned the review form by that time.  GPs have full electronic visibility of the medical 
card panel of patients available to them and have the facility to electronically allow temporary 
extension of eligibility for expiring cards where a sensitive renewal is appropriate.  The tem-
porary extension may also be allowed where they are aware that a person is still availing of 
services but there may be something that prevents them from carrying out a standard review, 
e.g. a blind person with little family support.  GPs can also add new babies to existing cards.  
All GPs have appropriate electronic access to the medical card eligibility database and they do 
not have to confirm medical card details by contacting HSE PCRS.

To ensure the most beneficial, effective and efficient use of resources the HSE also under-
takes reviews of medical card/GP visit card eligibility, whereby selected cardholders are asked 
to confirm that they are ordinarily resident in Ireland.  Being ordinarily resident in Ireland is a 
prerequisite for medical card/GP visit card eligibility.  Approximately 10,000 letters are issued 
each month and the cardholder is asked to sign and return a Declaration of Residency to the 
HSE.  On receipt of this Declaration eligibility to the GMS Scheme continues.  If a person does 
not return the Declaration of Residency form their eligibility ceases.

It should be noted that each person who has eligibility to a medical card/GP visit card re-
ceives a plastic card on which a ’valid to’ date is printed.  This is the latest date that a review 
may be conducted in respect of that person.  Notwithstanding the ‘valid to’ date printed on the 
card, the HSE reserves the right to review eligibility, at any time, and take appropriate action in 
circumstances where the cardholder no longer fulfils the criteria for eligibility under the Medi-
cal Card/GP Visit Card National Assessment Guidelines.

03/12/2013WRBB00350Medical Card Applications

03/12/2013WRBB00400420. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be 
approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and the reason for the 
delay with same [51551/13]

03/12/2013WRBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  



Questions - Written Answers

470

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

03/12/2013WRBB00550Orthodontic Service Waiting Lists

03/12/2013WRBB00600421. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Longford is not receiving their orthodontic treatment.  [51556/13]

03/12/2013WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need.  An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

03/12/2013WRBB00750Medical Card Reviews

03/12/2013WRBB00800422. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
review in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [51557/13]

03/12/2013WRBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

03/12/2013WRBB00950Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

03/12/2013WRBB01000423. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health if sanctions apply to hospitals 
if they fail to treat the 90% target of persons who are admitted to wards or who are released 
within the first nine hours following presentation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51563/13]

03/12/2013WRBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit was established 
to free up access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system.  The 
national targets for Emergency Department wait times are:

- 95% of all new Emergency Department patients to wait less than 6 hours;

- 100% of all new Emergency Department patients to wait less than 9 hours.

The times referred to are ‘Patient Experience Time’ (PET).  This is measured from arrival in 
the Emergency Department to departure from that Department.

Currently there are no sanctions in relation to access targets for either scheduled care or un-
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scheduled care patients.  An intensive work programme is ongoing between the SDU’s liaison 
officers, the Clinical Programmes and Hospital teams to pro-actively address delays in patient 
flow in a positive manner and to achieve the national targets for unscheduled care so that emer-
gency patients may be seen in a timely manner.  Sanctions / enforced interventions are being 
considered for introduction in 2014 by the National Director of Acute Hospitals.

03/12/2013WRBB01150HSE Funding

03/12/2013WRBB01200424. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health to indicate, in tabular form, the 
funding paid by the Health Service Executive to a company (details supplied) in County Mayo 
for the years 2010 to 2012, inclusive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51593/13]

03/12/2013WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter I have requested 
the Health Service Executive to investigate and respond directly to the Deputy.

03/12/2013WRBB01350Nursing Homes Support Scheme Issues

03/12/2013WRBB01400425. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if, under the terms of the fair 
deal nursing homes support scheme, it is permissible for nursing homes to set a standard month-
ly charge for extras on top of the residents’ stated fees; if nursing homes are required to produce 
an itemised description of such additional charges; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [51596/13]

03/12/2013WRBB01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme provides financial support towards the cost of long-term residential 
care services in nursing homes.  The services which fall within the scope of long-term residen-
tial care are:

- nursing and personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person;

- bed and board;

- basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of daily living; and

- laundry service.

Goods and services that are already available to individuals under an existing scheme are 
not included in the goods and services covered by the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (i.e. as 
this would involve effectively paying twice for the same items or service).

A person’s eligibility for other schemes, such as the Medical Card Scheme or the Drugs Pay-
ment Scheme, is unaffected by the Nursing Homes Support Scheme. 

Incontinence wear, where required, is provided free of charge by the HSE to all Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme residents that possess a Medical Card.

Part 8 of the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for 
Older People) Regulations 2009 stipulates that the registered provider of the nursing home must 
agree a contract with each resident within one month of their admission. This contract must in-
clude details of the services to be provided to that resident and the fees to be charged. Residents 
should not be charged fees which are not set out in the contract.
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03/12/2013WRBB01550HSE Staff Issues

03/12/2013WRBB01600426. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the current policy re-
garding the long-term absence benefit scheme that applies in the Health Service Executive; if 
he will detail changes made to the administration of the scheme in the past six months; if it is 
now the case that paramedic staff must exhaust sick leave before receiving social welfare only; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51602/13]

03/12/2013WRBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Medical Card Applications

03/12/2013WRBB01800427. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the award of a 
full medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51614/13]

03/12/2013WRBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

03/12/2013WRBB01950Hospital Appointment Status

03/12/2013WRBB02000428. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive their appointment for a MRI scan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51616/13]

03/12/2013WRBB02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should a patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the 
best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In relation to the 
specific hospital appointment query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

03/12/2013WRBB02150Hospital Waiting Lists

03/12/2013WRBB02200429. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a hospital ap-
pointment for major surgery in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51619/13]

03/12/2013WRBB02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
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waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

03/12/2013WRBB02350Orthodontic Services Issues

03/12/2013WRBB02400430. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the immediate 
steps which are being taken to trace children who had second-hand braces fitted in view of the 
discovery that a Health Service Executive dentist was selling used orthodontic braces which 
were due for incineration on the black market into private practice; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [51681/13]

03/12/2013WRBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE became 
aware of this matter in 2009.  It was investigated at that time and the practices referred to by 
the Deputy ceased.  I have asked the HSE to advise me if there are any outstanding issues that 
may need to be addressed.

03/12/2013WRBB02550Health Services Provision

03/12/2013WRBB02600431. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason there is not a 
second ear, nose and throat, ENT, service in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51684/13]

03/12/2013WRBB02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

03/12/2013WRBB02750Hospital Waiting Lists

03/12/2013WRBB02800432. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 614 of October 2013, regarding the exact number of patients on the bariatric sur-
gery waiting list at St. Columcille’s-St. Vincent’s University Hospital, Dublin; the average wait-
ing time for this type of surgery; and the reason a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny 
has waited 16 years for this surgery.  [51700/13]

03/12/2013WRBB02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 433 answered with Question No. 418.

03/12/2013WRCC00200National Treatment Purchase Fund

03/12/2013WRCC00300434. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund will no longer publish waiting lists at a time separate from the publication of 
Health Service Executive monthly reports; if this will result in significant delays in publication 
of timely and up-to-date information in view of the fact that publication of National Treatment 
Purchase Fund figures for September were a month behind compared to August; and if he will 
amend his answer to Parliamentary Question No. 631 of 20 November 2013, which could give 
the impression that the NTPF has published comprehensive July waiting list data when only 
national figures were published and no hospital trend analysis of waiting times or child adult 
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waiting list analysis, outpatient data or outpatient data by speciality was published.  [51710/13]

03/12/2013WRCC00400448. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the purpose and the public 
interest that is served by delaying publication of national treatment purchase fund waiting list 
data so as to coincide with the publication of Health Service Executive monthly performance 
reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51775/13]

03/12/2013WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 434 and 448 
together.

Performance data relating to July 2013 was not available in time to publish an individual 
July 2013 report.  Data relating to July 2013 has, however, been incorporated into the National 
Trend Analysis of Waiting Times Report, as is standard practice.  The National Trend Analysis 
of Waiting Times is a report which demonstrates cumulative monthly reviews of all patient 
categories.  

With regard to the simultaneous publication of HSE Monthly Management Assurance re-
ports and NTPF monthly reports, this is intended to enable comprehensive consideration of 
available data relating to both activity and resultant outcomes.

03/12/2013WRCC00600Freedom of Information Requests

03/12/2013WRCC00700435. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 593 of 26 November 2013, if as part of the report request to the Health Service 
Executive, in part recognition of his expressed sympathies, he will release all of the files in his 
Department to the mother of the child in question; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [51719/13]

03/12/2013WRCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A request under the  Freedom of Information 
Acts 1997 and 2003 for the release of the documents in question is currently under consideration 
in my Department; a decision will be made in accordance with the provisions of that legislation.

03/12/2013WRCC00900Hospital Waiting Lists

03/12/2013WRCC01000436. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that an admission date for surgery in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork has been deferred to 2014; and if he will assist in having the original date of surgery re-
instated  [51720/13]

03/12/2013WRCC01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

03/12/2013WRCC01200Health Insurance Prices
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03/12/2013WRCC01300437. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the 
additional cost burden being placed on St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society as a result of the 
recent changes to the tax relief at source; if he anticipates further pressures on its health insur-
ance premia as a result of the provisions in the Health (Amendment) Act 2013; if he is in a posi-
tion to provide any additional safeguards to this society noting the benefit it confers on retired 
and serving members of An Garda Síochána and their families; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [51722/13]

03/12/2013WRCC01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In Budget 2014, the Minister for Finance an-
nounced a cap on tax relief on premia for private health insurance, whereby tax relief for medi-
cal insurance premiums will be restricted to the first €1,000 per adult and the first €500 per child 
insured.  Any portion of premium paid in excess of these ceilings will no longer qualify for tax 
relief.  The Minister for Finance has allowed 20% tax relief on policies up to €1000 gross for 
adults and €500 for children. 

It is important to note that the measure is projected to save the Exchequer €94m in 2014 and 
€127m in a full year. Pricing of insurance premiums is a matter for insurers. In terms of poten-
tial increases in premia that might arise from this measure, it is up to each insurer to contain its 
own costs and to compete actively on the basis of price.  

The Health (Amendment) Act 2013 provided for new charges for all private in-patients in 
public hospitals, which will take effect on 1 January 2014.  It is estimated that the rates included 
in the legislation will raise €560 million in hospital income in 2014 from private patients, which 
is additional hospital income of approximately €39 million over revenue in 2012.

My Department will continue to oversee the maintenance of a competitive and sustainable 
private health insurance market, under the provisions of the Health Insurance Acts 1994 to 
2012, and to monitor developments on an ongoing basis, to ensure that the market is regulated 
appropriately in the transition to a market-based Universal Health Insurance system.

03/12/2013WRCC01500Medical Card Appeals

03/12/2013WRCC01600438. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
appeal in respect of a person (details supplied); if he will expedite same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51725/13]

03/12/2013WRCC01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

03/12/2013WRCC01800Medical Card Data

03/12/2013WRCC01900439. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of new discretionary 
medical cards that have issued to date in 2013; the number of new discretionary GP cards that 
have issued to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51727/13]

03/12/2013WRCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
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sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

03/12/2013WRCC02100Health Services Provision

03/12/2013WRCC02200440. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider including 
bowel preparation on the general medical services scheme; his views on whether this will help 
persons on low incomes afford the potentially life saving preparation ahead of a colonoscopy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51728/13]

03/12/2013WRCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

03/12/2013WRCC02400HSE Investigations

03/12/2013WRCC02500441. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health where the responsibility lies for Dáil 
Éireann being misled by his response to parliamentary questions tabled by me on seven occa-
sions, between 19 May 2011 and 19 November 2013, in which he stated he had been advised 
that the circumstances surrounding a patient’s death were investigated by the Health Service 
Executive under the national incident protocol, yet at the resumed inquest into the death of a 
person (details supplied), it emerged that the only investigation was an internal one, which was 
carried out by the staff of the Rotunda Hospital, appointed by the master of that hospital who 
approved the report between two and four weeks before the members of the review team signed 
off on it; and the action he proposes to take regarding same.  [51734/13]

03/12/2013WRCC02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I wish to categorically confirm for the Deputy 
that there is no question of the Dáil being misled in responses to previous Parliamentary Ques-
tions regarding this case. May I clarify the HSE’s Risk and Incident Investigation procedure 
and its application in this case.

 The investigation of the circumstances surrounding this person’s death was conducted in 
line with the HSE’s Risk and Incident Investigation Procedure. A cornerstone of the HSE’s 
incident management procedure, which is in accordance with recognised practice internation-
ally, is that identifying and managing risks and incidents is most appropriately and effectively 
carried out at local level.  It would not be appropriate for all incident investigations to be dealt 
with at a national level. As local investigation is an integral part of the overall Risk and Incident 
Investigation  Procedure local managers investigate risks and incidents, as appropriate, that oc-
cur within their own service. 

 I have been advised that the circumstances surrounding this patient’s death were investi-
gated by the Rotunda Hospital in accordance with the HSE Procedure and that the 11 recom-
mendations made have all been implemented. 

03/12/2013WRCC02700Medical Card Eligibility

03/12/2013WRCC02800442. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason for the decision, by 
the Health Service Executive, not to assess the over 70s medical card applications on medical 
grounds; the way a person over 70 can be expected to submit an application form as a person 
aged under 70 and be assessed as such; where is it published that over 70s, with medical cir-
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cumstances, must submit a MC1 application form; when this change in policy was taken; and 
his views on whether this significant change in policy will mean those over 70 with medical 
issues are not being granted discretionary medical cards.  [51735/13]

03/12/2013WRCC02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical card and 
GP Visit card eligibility for persons aged 70 or older is based on assessment on a gross income 
basis and takes account of all income.

Persons aged 70 or older, who are assessed as ineligible under the gross income thresholds 
that apply, may also have their eligibility assessed under the general means tested medical card 
scheme. This assessment is based on net income and assessable outgoing expenses and the 
qualifying income thresholds under this scheme are lower than over-70s gross income thresh-
olds.

The general scheme is not age dependant and is open to persons of all ages ordinarily resi-
dent in the state. Should an over-70s person wish to have assessable out-going expenses or 
medical circumstances considered, he/she can complete an MC1 medical card/GP visit card 
application form (available from the local health office) and submit the completed form for as-
sessment under the general scheme of assessment.

If a person is means assessed ineligible for a medical card under the general scheme, and 
that person has other social, medical or financial circumstances relevant to an assessment of 
their ability to provide for their medical needs or the medical needs of any dependants they may 
have, these factors will be considered to decide if a medical card or GP visit card should be ap-
proved on discretionary grounds under the ‘undue hardship’ or ‘undue burden’ provision of the 
medical card scheme.

I would like to advise the Deputy that the information above does not reflect any policy or, 
indeed, operational change in how the medical scheme is administered. These provisions are 
provided for in the Health Act 1970 (as amended) and are detailed in the HSE’s “Medical Card/
GP Visit Card National Assessment Guidelines for People aged 70 years and over ”, available 
on the HSE’s website.

03/12/2013WRCC03000Health Services Provision

03/12/2013WRCC03100443. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding acquired brain injury; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51746/13]

03/12/2013WRCC03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Current ser-
vices available to persons with Acquired Brain Injury (ABI) include: Acute Hospital services; 
the National Rehabilitation Hospital; multi-disciplinary community services; long term assisted 
living supports; and Rehabilitative training services. These services are provided directly by the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) and a number of non-statutory organisations. Within Disability 
Services, Headway Ireland and Acquired Brain Injury Ireland are the two main organisations 
funded to meet the needs of such persons. In 2012, Headway Ireland received €2.4 million from 
the HSE to provide a range of services to persons with ABI, including Day Services.

As the particular case mentioned by the Deputy relates to service matters, I have arranged 
for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.   

03/12/2013WRCC03300Tobacco Control Measures
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03/12/2013WRCC03400444. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if there are any health issues and 
concerns with electronic cigarettes; and the regulations currently in place to deal with this prod-
uct.  [51748/13]

03/12/2013WRCC03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As e-cigarettes are not presented as medicinal 
products for smoking cessation or as medical devices with a therapeutic purpose they do not 
fall under the medicinal products or medical devices legislation.  As electronic cigarettes do not 
contain tobacco they are currently not regulated under tobacco legislation.

Products which do not fall under any other regulatory framework come under the European 
Communities (General Product Safety) Regulations 2004 which specify the duties of producers 
and distributors placing products on the market.  The body with responsibility for this legisla-
tion is the National Consumer Agency.

The report of the Tobacco Policy Review Group ‘Tobacco Free Ireland’ was launched on 3 
October 2013.  The report recommends the establishment of a regulatory framework for nico-
tine products in the context of discussions at European  Union level.  Last December, the Com-
mission published a proposal for a new EU Tobacco Products Directive, the ultimate purpose 
of which is to reduce the numbers of people smoking.  The proposal is being discussed in the 
European Parliament and Council of Ministers and the Commission hope that it will be adopted 
in 2014.  Nicotine containing products such as e-cigarettes are being considered in the context 
of this proposed tobacco products directive.

In relation to e-cigarettes the World Health Organization has noted that the safety has not 
been established and that not enough scientific evidence exists currently to validate the claim 
that these products are effective smoking cessation aids. A WHO Study Group on Tobacco 
Product Regulation, concluded that, as no rigorous, peer-reviewed studies have been conducted 
to show that electronic cigarettes are a safe, effective nicotine replacement therapy (NRT), there 
is no evidence to support marketing of these products for tobacco cessation.

03/12/2013WRCC03600Health Insurance Regulation

03/12/2013WRCC03700445. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will publish the report 
conducted by Matheson and Goodbody stockbrokers into recommendations regarding splitting 
up VHI; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51769/13]

03/12/2013WRCC03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following a competitive EU tendering pro-
cess, Goodbody Stockbrokers and Matheson Ormsby Prentice Solicitors were appointed in 
2011 as financial and legal advisors to make recommendations on options to address the imbal-
ance in the private health insurance market.  The report examined the structure of the market, 
the position of existing insurers in the market and the question of rebalancing the market so that 
there would be a more even spread of higher and lower risks between private health insurers.  

The report was not confined to the question of dividing up the VHI, it examined a range of 
options for the purposes of rebalancing the market.  I have taken careful account of the report to 
assist in the development of policy on the sustainability of the PHI market.  It has also been of 
assistance in the development of policy on UHI, and in the forthcoming White Paper on UHI.  

The report contains extensive commercially sensitive information, particularly in relation to 
VHI, which would put the company at a disadvantage in relation to its competitors if this infor-
mation were released.  In the circumstances, I do not propose to publish the report at this time.  
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03/12/2013WRCC03900Health Services

03/12/2013WRCC04000446. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions Nos. 466 and 477 of 12 November 2013, when a response will issue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51773/13]

03/12/2013WRCC04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific information sought 
by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it was referred to the HSE for direct reply.  I have been 
informed by the HSE that they are in the process of gathering the detailed information sought 
by the Deputy and will forward it as soon as possible.  

03/12/2013WRCC04200General Practitioner Services

03/12/2013WRCC04300447. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Health the number of extra GPs that 
are now practising in the provision of services to medical card and GP visit card patients in the 
Tallaght, Dublin South West area, as a result of the removal of restrictions following the com-
mencement of the Health (Provision of General Practitioner Services) Act 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51774/13]

03/12/2013WRCC04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

 Question No. 448 answered with Question No. 434.

03/12/2013WRDD00150Vaccination Programme

03/12/2013WRDD00200449. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plan to institute a vac-
cine for meningococcal group B on the national immunisation programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51784/13]

03/12/2013WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The are currently no plans to introduce Me-
ningococcal group B (Meningitis B) vaccine in Ireland.  However, should the National Im-
munisation Advisory Committee advice recommend its inclusion into the primary childhood 
immunisation programme in Ireland, my Department, in association with the Health Service 
Executive’s National Immunisation Office, will examine the issue.

03/12/2013WRDD00350Health Services Provision

03/12/2013WRDD00400450. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that wheelchair 
repairs are carried out for a child (details supplied) in Dublin 15, as a matter of urgency; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [51791/13]

03/12/2013WRDD00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the par-
ticular case mentioned by the Deputy relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.    

  Question No. 451 answered with Question No. 396.

03/12/2013WRDD00650Hospital Waiting Lists



Questions - Written Answers

480

03/12/2013WRDD00700452. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appoint-
ment for an X-ray at Kerry General Hospital in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51825/13]

03/12/2013WRDD00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and day-case 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Questions Nos. 453 and 454 answered with Question No. 398.

03/12/2013WRDD00950Medical Card Reviews

03/12/2013WRDD01000455. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine a review of GP 
medical card in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; if he will reinstate the full 
medical card at an early date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51853/13]

03/12/2013WRDD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

03/12/2013WRDD01150HSE Governance

03/12/2013WRDD01200456. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health the way he plans to address the 
problem of the large number of management roles in the Health Service Executive; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51866/13]

03/12/2013WRDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In October 2013 there were 15,531 manage-
ment/administrative staff employed in the HSE and agencies funded by the HSE, which rep-
resents 15.4% of total staff; management/administrative staff numbers have reduced by 2,890 
since a peak in September 2007.  In the context of the employment control framework numbers 
employed in the health service must be further reduced.  While it is a matter for the HSE to 
determine the composition of its staffing complement, it is important not to underestimate the 
significant role that management/administrative staff play in the direct support of front line 
services. 

Administrative staff ensure that the service runs as smoothly as possible, for example staff-
ing ED reception, organising OPD clinics, processing medical cards, collecting income due, 
managing the health service budget and paying its staff.  Managers are essential also in such a 
complex system and those earning over €100,000 have taken the biggest reductions in recent 
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years, while shouldering substantial responsibility for the delivery of essential services and 
functions at national and regional level.  The HSE has operated a general moratorium on the 
filling of management/administrative posts in recent years, so as to focus development funds as 
far as possible on the front-line.

I am satisfied that the tools are available to the HSE to ensure that the correct number and 
mix of staff is available in accordance with its business needs and government policy on public 
service numbers. In this regard, 78 management/administrative staff have recently been ap-
proved for incentivised career breaks.  The HSE has been asked to review the scheme to estab-
lish whether there is potential for more staff to be released, in light of the additional capacity 
available under the additional working hours provisions of the Haddington Road Agreement.

In addition a targeted voluntary redundancy scheme is one of the measures that the HSE will 
use in order to achieve further numbers reduction and facilitate on-going health sector reform. 
The HSE will determine the areas and functions to be targeted in the context of the changing 
health service structures and roles, such as the implementation of the hospital groups model, the 
introduction of shared service functions etc.

There will be no automatic right to redundancy under this scheme as grades and posts tar-
geted will be determined by health service managers, according to plans for future service 
configuration. 

03/12/2013WRDD01350Adult Diet Supplement

03/12/2013WRDD01400457. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his plans to allow coeliacs 
to obtain gluten-free products on the medical card; if coeliacs on medical cards and the elderly 
will be given special consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51884/13]

03/12/2013WRDD01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the current finan-
cial environment the Health Service Executive (HSE) faces a continuing challenge to deliver 
services in a way that will minimise any adverse impact on patients and continue to protect, as 
far as possible, the most vulnerable citizens.  Unfortunately, as a result it has become necessary 
for the HSE to suspend certain products from its list of items reimbursable under the GMS and 
other community drug schemes.  This includes gluten-free products. 

Gluten-free products have become more widely available in supermarkets in recent years 
and tend to be significantly cheaper than products sold through community pharmacies.  A 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance Adult Diet Supplement may be awarded by the Department 
of Social Protection to eligible persons.  Persons wishing to apply for this allowance can do so 
by completing an application form which can be downloaded at the following link: http://www.
welfare.ie/EN/Forms/Documents/swa9.pdf.

For persons who are not awarded a Diet Supplement, monies spent on gluten-free foods can 
be taken into account for tax purposes.

03/12/2013WRDD01550Home Help Service Provision

03/12/2013WRDD01600458. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if an application for an additional 
hour per day of home help will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51886/13]

03/12/2013WRDD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the par-
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ticular case referred to by the Deputy relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for investigation and direct reply to the Deputy. 

03/12/2013WRDD01750Hospital Appointments Administration

03/12/2013WRDD01800459. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a hospital ap-
pointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford.  [51887/13]

03/12/2013WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): For 2013, a maximum waiting time target  
of 12 months has been set for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is 
reflected in the HSE Service Plan. The SDU and the NTPF are working closely with hospitals 
towards achievement of the maximum waiting time.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved. In relation to the specific hospital appointment query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

03/12/2013WRDD01950HSE Expenditure

03/12/2013WRDD02000460. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the number of 
Health Service Executive contract companies that are registered offshore; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51968/13]

03/12/2013WRDD02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter I have requested 
the Health Service Executive to investigate and respond directly to the Deputy.

03/12/2013WRDD02150Organ Donation

03/12/2013WRDD02200461. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 665 of 26 November 2013, if he will confirm if there will be categories of persons ex-
cluded, for whatever reason, from being organ donors if and when the opt-out organ donation 
system is introduced.  [51972/13]

03/12/2013WRDD02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department is currently developing leg-
islative proposals for the introduction of an opt-out system of consent for organ donation.  I 
believe that the opt-out system is integral to changing our awareness of, and attitude towards, 
organ donation.  It is hoped to make organ donation the norm in Ireland.

My Department recently undertook a public consultation on the practicalities of introduc-
ing an opt-out system of consent for organ donation.  As part of this consultation, views were 
sought on a range of issues, including who might be excluded from an opt-out system of con-
sent.  Decisions on any possible exclusions have not been made and the views received from 
the public consultation process are being considered in my Department and will inform the 
development of the legislative proposals.

03/12/2013WRDD02350Marine Safety

03/12/2013WRDD02400462. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the person 
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in his Department who was aware of concerns about the effectiveness of emergency position 
indication radio beacons in use by Irish fishermen.  [51514/13]

03/12/2013WRDD02500463. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the date 
on which his Department was made aware of problems associated with the emergency position 
indication radio beacons in use by Irish fishermen.  [51515/13]

03/12/2013WRDD02600464. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the date on 
which his attention was drawn to the problems associated with the emergency position indica-
tion radio beacons in use by Irish fishermen and the immediate action he undertook.  [51516/13]

03/12/2013WRDD02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 462 to 464, inclusive, together.

In July 2010, my Department contacted the supplier of a particular type of Emergency Posi-
tion Indicating Radio Beacon, known as an EPIRB, seeking information on false alerts and po-
tential battery failure because of concerns arising from possible tampering or improper battery 
replacement by vessel owners.  In the ensuing examination, there was no suggestion that there 
might have been a defect within an EPIRB unit itself.

On 13 June 2013 a radio surveyor from my Department became aware of a defective EPIRB 
when carrying out a survey on a passenger ship. Shortly after that, two further EPIRBs from the 
same manufacturer were identified as defective. Following contacts with the manufacturer by 
my officials, the three units were sent to the company’s plant in Australia. A fourth unit was sub-
sequently identified as being defective and it too was sent to the manufacturer in October 2013.

My Department engaged closely with the manufacturer and at the end of October the manu-
facturer informed my Department that an analysis had shown a micro processor within the unit 
to be defective. On 4 November the manufacturer then issued a formal safety alert advising 
all owners of the EPIRBs in question to undertake certain checks to confirm their equipment 
is working. My Department issued a Marine Notice on 11 November drawing the attention of 
Irish vessel owners and maritime stakeholders to the existence of the manufacturer’s safety no-
tice and advising them to undertake the checks recommended by the manufacturer.

The Department also requested the Paris Memorandum of Understanding, the international 
organisation governing port state control throughout Europe, to promulgate the safety alert 
to other member states and also informed the European Commission. This represented a pre-
cautionary and expeditious approach by the Department, as we were the only country to initiate 
action regarding these particular EPIRBs.

I became aware of concerns regarding EPIRBs on 21 November 2013 and sought, and 
subsequently received, from my Department officials a detailed report on the matter.  My De-
partment will continue to examine EPIRBs on vessels as part of its normal surveying activities. 
Furthermore, as a precautionary measure, I have requested my Department to inform everyone 
on the EPIRB register of the relevant marine notice to emphasise the importance of undertaking 
the necessary periodic self-checks in line with manufacturer’s recommendations.

03/12/2013WREE00138Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WREE00400465. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of officials in his Department that receive the cost of club membership fees, including 
sports clubs and professional bodies, as part of their contract of employment; the total cost per 
year to his Department to pay these fees.  [51373/13]
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03/12/2013WREE00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department 
does not pay any membership fees on behalf of its officials for sports club or indeed any club 
membership.     

The Department, however does pay membership fees for some staff for membership of pro-
fessional bodies associated with their duties.  Some examples of these bodies are:

- Engineers Ireland;

- Chartered Institute of Internal Auditors;

- Institute of Marine Engineering.

As this information is not kept in a central location, I have requested my officials to collate 
the information requested and forward it directly.

03/12/2013WREE00550Departmental Expenditure

03/12/2013WREE00600466. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department pays for any of its employees to receive third level qualifications; if so, the annual 
cost for each of the past five years; if the employee will receive a financial bonus as a result of 
receiving this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51387/13]

03/12/2013WREE00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department 
provides funding for staff members undertaking third level studies under the Third Level Re-
fund of Fees Scheme.  The funding is dependent on the applicant making a case that the course 
in question is relevant to their work and their professional development.  Refunds are made on 
the basis of applicants achieving success in course exams.     

The amounts paid out under this scheme over the past 5 years are:

Year Funding
2013 €59,619.55
2012 €39,136.61
2011 €78,207.46
2010 €73,720.99
2009 €61,120.70

No financial bonus is given to staff who attain qualifications under this scheme.

Pension Provisions

03/12/2013WREE00800467. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
impact his Department’s estimates, head 37 of the Shannon Aviation Services and Miscella-
neous Provisions Bill 2013, if unamended during the legislative process, will have on members 
of the superannuation scheme, IASS, who are currently nearing retirement age under the origi-
nal terms of the scheme which is 60 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51446/13]

03/12/2013WREE00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The General 
Scheme or ‘Heads’ of a Bill set out the broad aims and objectives of proposed new legislation 
in draft form and these are subsequently developed into draft provisions, suitable for publica-



3 December 2013

485

tion in a Bill, by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel (OPC).

Head 37 of the General Scheme of the Shannon Aviation Services and Miscellaneous Provi-
sions Bill 2013 referred to by the Deputy falls into this category and the policy aim in this case 
is, inter alia, to provide the DAA with statutory flexibility to implement any revised pension ar-
rangements that are negotiated between management and trade union representatives to address 
the current issues around the IAS Scheme.

The resolution of these issues, however, are primarily a matter for the trustees, the members 
of the scheme and the companies participating in the scheme and I have no direct role in that 
regard.

Inland Waterways Development

03/12/2013WREE01000468. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if his attention has been drawn to Inland Waterway Transport Funding, the Funding Guide for 
Inland Waterway Transport in Europe, published by the European Commission’s Directorate 
General for Energy and Transport in 2008; the reason the 19 countries with inland waterway 
systems, referenced in the publication, does not include Ireland; if he will ensure that any future 
edition of the guide will contain a country profile for Ireland, including information on major 
inland waterways and ports, together with an overview on the national inland waterways trans-
port funding policy, funding programmes and institutions; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51501/13]

03/12/2013WREE01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Funding 
Guide that the Deputy refers to was published following the launch of the 2006 NAIADES Ac-
tion Programme, a multi-annual programme on the promotion of inland waterways transport.  
The Commission has recently decided to update and renew this programme until 2020.  Ireland 
does not have a country profile in the Funding Guide as, in general, Ireland is exempt from EU 
inland waterways rules and proposals since they relate to waterways of a greater size and car-
rying a greater capacity of goods than exist in Ireland.  The European Union’s inland waterway 
network spans 20 Member States with about 37,000 kilometres of inland waterways. Every 
year, these transport around 500 million tons of cargo, in particular in the densely populated and 
congested areas of Germany, the Netherlands, France and Belgium. 

Ireland has no inland waterways within the definition of the EU legislation as Ireland’s in-
land waterways are not navigable for commercial traffic and we do not have any interconnected 
inland commercial transport for the purposes, or on the scale, envisaged by EU proposals in 
this area. 

My Department is responsible for licensing all commercial inland craft in Ireland. There are 
no commercial cargo craft on Ireland’s inland waterways, apart from some small workboats.  
There are a number of domestic passenger boats and ships operating locally as tourist excursion 
vessels.

Ireland keeps a watching brief on EU inland waterways matters, mainly to ensure that any 
proposals do not conflict with, or overlap, the existing maritime safety regimes.   

Tourism Project Funding

03/12/2013WREE01200469. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
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provide a breakdown, in tabular form, of the funding allocated for the purposes of promoting 
tourism and tourism-related projects in Waterford city and county, including funding to Fáilte 
Ireland, for each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51504/13]

03/12/2013WREE01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
by the Deputy is an operational matter for the National Tourism Development Authority, Fáilte 
Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s questions to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.   Please contact 
my private office if a response is not received within ten working days.

03/12/2013WREE01350Tourism Promotion

03/12/2013WREE01400470. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
seek a detailed report from Tourism Ireland regarding its recent tourism sales mission to China; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51562/13]

03/12/2013WREE01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational one for Tourism Ireland Limited as the body responsible for promoting the 
island of Ireland as a visitor destination overseas.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to 
Tourism Ireland for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

Tourism Industry

03/12/2013WREE01600471. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to make funding available for a permanent tourism office in Athy, County Kildare. [51747/13]

03/12/2013WREE01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
by the Deputy is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a response is not received 
within ten working days.

03/12/2013WREE01750Departmental Funding

03/12/2013WREE01800472. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when grant applications for funding for 2014 festivals will be accepted; the headings under 
which the applications were made; and the conditions attached to the awarding of funds from 
his Department and-or agencies under his remit in 2013.  [51780/13]

03/12/2013WREE01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

Tourism Capital Investment Programme

03/12/2013WREE02000473. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the grant 
aid approved for a project (details supplied) in County Donegal, under the tourism capital in-
vestment programme, including the terms and conditions of the approval; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter.  [51824/13]

03/12/2013WREE02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

Roadworthiness Testing

03/12/2013WREE02200474. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) on the cost of roadworthiness tests; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51830/13]

03/12/2013WREE02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I received similar 
correspondence from the same individual and arranged for the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Road Safety Authority to respond directly to him, which he has done.   The arrangements for 
commercial vehicle testing in the State were comprehensively reviewed in 2007 and the Gov-
ernment decided that the model for delivery of testing by private operators should continue.  
However, the authorisation and supervision of commercial vehicle testing should be centralised 
under the Road Safety Authority (RSA) to ensure consistency of testing across the country.  The 
Road Safety Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012 provides the powers to 
the RSA to undertake this function.

The RSA is in the process of implementing major reforms in the testing system, which will 
deliver an enhanced service for the customer. Apart from safer roads for all road users, the 
reforms are designed to level the competitive playing field for commercial vehicle operators 
by reducing non-compliance with testing and roadworthiness requirements. The new system 
is designed to deliver several administrative benefits for operators, including online booking 
systems, reducing the vehicle paperwork to be brought to the test and centralised issuing of the 
Certificate of Roadworthiness (CRW).

From 7 October 2013, a new annual fee, which includes a road safety levy, was introduced.  
The RSA consulted industry on the reforms and the planned road safety levy in November 2011 
and the actual levy is lower than that proposed in the public consultation.  There have been a 
number of awareness raising measures of the reforms over the summer months and the new 
fees were advertised in national newspapers on 3 October 2013 and are available in full on the 
RSA website.

The levy is also funding enhanced supervision, enforcement and compliance measures be-
ing introduced at the roadside and at operator premises.  A risk rating system is also being in-
troduced so that roadside enforcement activity is targeted at higher risk operators ensuring that 
compliant operators are less likely to experience disruption to their daily business.

Road Safety

03/12/2013WREE02400475. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
arrange to have an accident black spot investigated at Carrigeenaculia, Mallow Road (N72), 
Killarney, County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51855/13]

03/12/2013WREE02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
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Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget it is a matter for 
the NRA to assess projects and determine priorities.  I have, therefore, forwarded the Deputy’s 
Question to the NRA for further reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

Sports Capital Programme Administration

03/12/2013WREE02600476. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to reintroduce the sports capital programme; the funding supports that exist for the development 
of sporting facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51896/13]

03/12/2013WREE02800477. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the 2014 sports capital programme will open for applications; the amount expected to be 
allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51963/13]

03/12/2013WREE02900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 476 and 477 together.

Departmental officials are currently working on the details of a new round of the Sports 
Capital Programme.  I hope to be in a position to make an announcement before the end of the 
year, including the level of funding to be allocated.

A new portal has been developed on the Department’s website which must be used by or-
ganisations to register, to apply for funding (when the Programme is open for applications) and 
to manage the drawdown of any new grants allocated after 2013. 

Any interested organisation should register on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie.  

Light Rail Projects Provision

03/12/2013WREE03000478. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his Depart-
ment looked into the extension of the Luas line out to Dublin Airport via Ballymun. [51974/13]

03/12/2013WREE03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), including the extension of the Luas network, comes under the remit of the 
NTA.  

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA.  Please advise my private of-
fice if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.


