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Questions Nos. 1 and 2 answered orally.

Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRA005003. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance the number of quangos operating 
under the aegis of his Department; the total number of directors sitting on their boards; the ag-
gregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of directors of these quangos; the 
number of quangos that have been created since the formation of the Government; the number 
that have been disbanded over this period; the projected cost to the taxpayer of the establishment 
and operation of these new quangos; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49363/13]

20/11/2013WRA00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question 
each Department is responsible for monitoring the bodies which come under their remit. De-
tails in respect of bodies which come under the remit of my Department are contained in the 
following table: 

Name of  Board No Of Board Members 
and Total Remuneration 
paid to members.

Was the body set up or 
abolished since March 
2011

Projected cost to the 
taxpayer of the establish-
ment and operation of 
these new bodies

National Treasury 
Management Agency 
(NTMA) Advisory 
Committee

5 to 7 Members
In 2012 a total of  
€135,000 was paid to 
board members. 

Not applicable Not applicable  

State  Claims Policy 
Committee

7 Members
In 2012 a 
total of  €42,915 was 
paid to board members. 

Not applicable Not applicable

National Pensions 
Reserve Fund (NPRF) 
Commission

7 Members
In 2012 a total of  
€222,839 was paid to 
board members.
The National Pensions 
Reserve Fund Commis-
sion remuneration is met 
from the National Pen-
sions Reserve Fund. 

Not applicable Not applicable 

National Development 
Finance  Agency (NDFA)  
Board 

8 Members
In 2012 a total of  
€222,839 was paid to 
board members.

Not applicable Not applicable 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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Name of  Board No Of Board Members 
and Total Remuneration 
paid to members.

Was the body set up or 
abolished since March 
2011

Projected cost to the 
taxpayer of the establish-
ment and operation of 
these new bodies

National Asset 
Management Agency  
Board

9 Board Members
In 2012 a total of  
€475,000 was paid to 
board members.
The National Asset Man-
agement Agency costs, 
including remuneration 
paid to the NAMA board,  
are met from its operat-
ing income.

Not applicable Not applicable     

Credit Union Restructur-
ing Board (ReBo)

13 (including 
Chairperson)
€11,970 p.a for 
Chairperson
€7,695 p.a for other 
board members, with the 
exception of the Dept. 
Of Finance and Central 
Bank representatives 
who don’t receive a fee.

ReBo was set up on a 
statutory basis on 1 Janu-
ary 2013 in accordance 
with Part 3 of the Credit 
Union and Co-operation 
with Overseas Regulators 
Act 2012. The establish-
ment of ReBo was a core 
recommendation of the 
Report of the Commis-
sion on Credit Unions 
which was unanimously 
agreed by all credit union 
stakeholders.

The projected cost 
of ReBo for 2013 is 
€750,000, 50% of which 
is recoupable via a levy 
on the Credit Unions. 
The projected costs for 
2014 and beyond have 
not yet been finalised.

Credit Union Advisory 
Committee

7 (1 Chairman and 6 
ordinary members).
Annual allowance of 
€3,705 for Chairman 
and €2,470 for ordinary 
member.

There is currently no 
Committee in place  

This will depend on 
when a new Committee 
will be established. It 
is estimated that annual 
costs will be in line with 
previous years.

Irish Fiscal Advisory 
Council

5 Council Members.
With effect from 1 July 
2012, the fees payable 
to Council Members are 
based on those payable to 
Directors of Category 2 
Non-Commercial State-
Sponsored Bodies, which 
are set from time to time 
by the Dept. of Public 
Expenditure and Reform. 
The relevant fees are 
€20,520 for the Chair and 
€11,970 for Members. 
The fees are not payable 
to members of the Irish 
public service.

Set up in July 2011 Up to a maximum ceiling 
of €800,000 per annum 
and increased annually 
in line with the Harmon-
ised Index of Consumer 
Prices.

  

  Questions No. 4 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

Personal Insolvency Practitioners

20/11/2013WRA0080010. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if the recently published 
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guidelines for debt managers may be revised because of reported difficulties now being expe-
rienced by professionals advising clients on managing their debts in circumstances where they 
are not authorised by the Central Bank to act as debt management services; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [49229/13]

20/11/2013WRA00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The relevant parts of the Central Bank 
(Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 commenced on 1 August 2013.  This legislation pro-
vides a new regulatory regime for debt management firms under the Central Bank Act 1997.  
A debt management firm is defined as “a person who for remuneration provides debt manage-
ment services to one or more consumers, other than an excepted person”.  ‘Debt management 
services’ are defined in the legislation as:

(a) giving advice about the discharge of debts (in whole or in part), including advice about 
budgeting in connection with the discharge of debts,

(b) negotiating with a person’s creditors for the discharge of the person’s debts (in whole or 
in part), or

(c) any similar activity associated with the discharge of debts. 

There has been some media coverage relating to the application of the Central Bank debt 
management rules to the Personal Insolvency Practitioners (PIPs) who will deal with the debt 
situation of indebted borrowers under the revised personal insolvency legislation.  Under this 
legislation, the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI), an independent statutory body, was estab-
lished by my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality on 1 March, 2013.  The ISI is man-
dated under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 to authorise personal insolvency practitioners.

The ISI and PIPs fall within the definition of ‘excepted person’ under Section 28(f) of the 
Central Bank Act. 

Under this section PIPs are exempted from regulation as a debt management firm when car-
rying out activities under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012.  However if the activity provided 
by the PIP falls within the definition of ‘debt management services’ as set out in the Central 
Bank Act but falls outside the activities that the PIP is authorised to provide under the Act, then 
the PIP will require authorisation as a debt management firm.

It is a matter for each PIP to ensure that they have the appropriate authorisations for the 
services that they provide.  I understand that the Central Bank and the Insolvency Service of 
Ireland have been in contact with some PIPs to clarify the situation regarding authorisation. 

The ISI began authorising PIPs only in August this year.  This process will continue and it 
is expected that a sufficient number of Practitioners will be authorised in due course so that a 
country wide network is available to insolvent debtors. 

  Questions Nos. 11 and 12 answered orally.

VAT Rate Application

20/11/2013WRA0110013. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance if he will leverage the Finance Bill 
to ensure maximum activity in the leisure and recreational sector; if he will specifically refer-
ence the basket of services to which the lower VAT rate applies; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [49075/13]

20/11/2013WRA01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 9% reduced VAT rate for tourism 
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related services was introduced in July 2011 as part of the Government Jobs Initiative.  The 
measure was designed to boost tourism and create additional jobs in that sector, which includes 
leisure and recreational services.  As the Deputy will be aware, I announced in the recent Bud-
get that the 9% VAT rate would be retained.  The goods and services to which the 9% VAT rate 
applies are those, and only those, listed in paragraphs 3(1) to (3), 7, 8, 11, 12, and 13(3) of 
Schedule 3 of the VAT Consolidation Act 2010.  Examples of such goods and services include:

- catering and restaurant supplies, that is the supply of food and drink in the course of cater-
ing, including vending machines, hot take-away food and hot drinks.  However, alcohol and 
soft drinks sold as part of a meal apply at the 23% rate and not at a reduced rate.

- hotel lettings, including guesthouses, caravan parks, camping sites, etc.

- admissions to cinemas, theatres, certain musical performances, museums, art gallery exhi-
bitions, and built and natural heritage

- amusement services of the kind normally supplied in fairgrounds or amusement parks 

- facilities for taking part in sporting activities including green fees charged for golf and 
subscriptions charged by non-member-owned golf clubs

- printed matter e.g. newspapers, magazines, brochures, leaflets, programmes, maps, cata-
logues, printed music (excluding books)

- hairdressing services.

In addition, Finance (No. 2) Bill 2013 makes provision to extend the 9% VAT rate to the 
supply of greyhounds and racehorses and to the hire of horses.

Property Taxation Yield

20/11/2013WRA0130014. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the total revenues collected 
from the local property tax to date broken down by local authority area; the first expected date 
when sums corresponding to local property tax revenues will be transferred from the central 
fund to the local government fund; the reason such transfers may be postponed; if he has this 
year requested moneys to be transferred from the local government fund in accordance with 
section 7 of the Motor Vehicles (Duties and Licences) Act 2013; if so, the dates and amounts of 
such transfers; the specific purpose of reallocating this money; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [49259/13]

20/11/2013WRA01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Regarding the yield from the Local 
Property Tax (LPT), I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that preliminary yield and 
compliance data in relation to LPT for 2013 are compiled on the basis of the numbers of prop-
erties and are available broken down by City and County Councils nationally.  The most up to 
date figures are published on the Revenue Commissioners website at: http://www.revenue.ie/
en/tax/lpt/lpt-stats-11-2013.pdf and details of LPT collected for 2013 to date are provided be-
low.  I am also advised that there is an element of estimation involved in the breakdown of the 
amounts collected across local authorities.  

The Commissioners also advise that work is ongoing to refine the LPT Register, and more 
detailed and up-to-date data will be published in due course.  The Deputies will be aware that 
the Pay and File campaign for LPT 2014 in underway and this is Revenue’s current priority in 
relation to LPT. 
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I am further advised that by the end of October 2013 approximately €215m had been trans-
ferred by Revenue to the Exchequer in respect of LPT. 

Section 157 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, as amended, provides that, in 
each financial year commencing with 2014, the Minister shall pay from the Central Fund or the 
growing produce thereof into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Local 
Property Tax, including any interest paid thereon, paid into the Central Fund during that year.  
However, the Act does not specify when these receipts are to be paid over.  A decision has yet to 
be made regarding how and when transfers will take place, and officials from my Department 
and the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government will discuss this issue 
in the coming weeks.

Section 7(c) of the Motor Vehicles (Duties and Licences) Act 2013 allows the Minister of 
Finance to request a payment of up to €150 million out of the Local Government Fund.  Al-
though I have not done so to date I will be requesting €100 million from the Fund before the end 
of the year in order to help breach the gap between the expenditure incurred and revenue raised 
by the State.  This amount has been factored into the Budget 2013 revenue.

It should be noted that following consideration of the options arising from a public consulta-
tion process to review the structure and rates of Motor Tax which I first announced in Budget 
2012, reforms were implemented to Motor Tax in Budget 2013 to yield an additional €100 mil-
lion.  At the time I made it known that this additional revenue would be used for the purposes 
of reduction of the outstanding deficit between the receipts and expenditure of Government.

Local Authority - Amounts Collected

Preliminary Analysis based on Returns Filed to Date for 2013

Local Authority € Million LPT Collected
Carlow 1.7
Cavan 2.1
Clare 4.6
Cork City 5.0
Cork Co 18.3
Donegal 5.0
Dublin City 35.1
DLR 22.8
Fingal 16.1
Galway City 3.7
Galway Co 6.7
Kerry 6.6
Kildare 9.3
Kilkenny 3.4
Laois 2.2
Leitrim 1.0
Limerick City 2
Limerick Co 5.2
Longford 1.0
Louth 4.1
Mayo 4.9
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Local Authority € Million LPT Collected
Meath 7.5
Monaghan 1.8
North Tipperary 2.5
Offaly 2.2
Roscommon 1.9
Sligo 2.4
South Dublin 13.5
South Tipperary 2.9
Waterford City 1.4
Waterford Co 2.7
Westmeath 2.9
Wexford 5.4
Wicklow 7.4
Nationally 215.3

Tax Credits

20/11/2013WRA0150015. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he recognises that the 
removal of the one-parent tax credit will inflict significant hardship on many separated parents 
and jeopardise their ability to continue maintenance payments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [49201/13]

20/11/2013WRA01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit from 1 
January 2014.  The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. €1,650, 
as the existing credit and will also carry the same entitlement to the extended standard rate tax 
band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such that it is available only to the 
primary carer of the child.  A maximum of one credit will be available per single carer/claimant, 
regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child.  This is the same condition that 
applies to the current credit.     

Given the difficult fiscal environment it is essential to review all tax reliefs, credits and 
incentives in order to ensure that they are properly targeted and if necessary refocused in order 
that they can achieve the socio-economic objectives that are set for them.  A system that allows 
multiple claims in respect of the same child, as can happen with the existing credit, is unsustain-
able. 

This new policy has been agreed by Government based on a recommendation put forward 
by the Commission on Taxation that the credit should be retained but that it should be confined 
to the principal carer only.  The Government is satisfied that the restructuring of the credit will 
achieve such an outcome. 

Furthermore, in the first instance, it is the responsibility of the parents to look after a child, 
including financially.  The allocation of childcare responsibilities is also primarily for parents to 
agree.  However, having listened carefully to the views expressed by my colleagues and many 
Deputies, I will be bringing forward an amendment at Committee Stage, which will allow the 
credit to be used by a non-primary carer in situations, for example, where the primary carer has 
no tax liability. 
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VAT Exemptions

20/11/2013WRB0020016. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if he will abolish the 23% VAT 
rate on fees charged to families by a personal insolvency practitioner; the estimated cost to the 
Exchequer in the current year and a full year if VAT was not charged on home insolvency pro-
ceedings; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49224/13]

20/11/2013WRB00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the service provided by personal insolvency practitioners does not qualify for ex-
emption in accordance with the EU VAT Directive, Irish VAT law, and relevant decisions of the 
European Court of Justice.  Therefore, like other insolvency services, such as those provided by 
liquidators, receivers and examiners, the service provided by a personal insolvency practitioner 
is liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%.  I am also informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that under a personal insolvency arrangement, the personal insolvency practitioner’s 
fees are ultimately deducted from the dividend payments to the creditors under the arrangement 
rather than charged to the debtor.  As the debtor is availing of a personal insolvency arrange-
ment because of their insolvent position, it is the creditor who is bearing the ultimate cost of the 
fees and the VAT on the fees. 

Since information is not available on the volume of personal insolvency practitioner activity 
or the fees charged by them, it is not possible to estimate the cost to the Exchequer of exempting 
the service from VAT were it possible to grant such an exemption.

Property Taxation Administration

20/11/2013WRB0040017. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he regrets rushing through 
the Local Property Tax Act in view of the problems that have become evident in the legislation.  
[49197/13]

20/11/2013WRB00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Local Property Tax (LPT) was re-
quired to be introduced before the end of 2012 due to our Troika commitments, which meant 
it had to be passed by the Oireachtas before the end of the year.  The introduction of the LPT 
was the largest extension of the self-assessment system in its history and represents a very great 
legislative, logistical and administrative challenge for all concerned.  Any charge to tax has to 
be legislated for, and the legislation has to be in place in good time to give clarity and certainty 
to taxpayers and to allow for an effective administrative system to be put in place.  The task was 
given to the Revenue Commissioners because the Government decided that, as the body with 
experience in administering a wide range of taxes, Revenue was best placed to ensure that the 
tax was introduced successfully in a short timeframe.  

Although the tax was not payable until 1 July 2013, lead-in time was required to enable 
Revenue to develop new systems and processes, to enable taxpayers to file returns in good time 
and to select a payment method which suited their circumstances, and to enable phased pay-
ments to be implemented in time for a July 2013 start.  The Government was anxious to ensure 
that taxpayers had the widest possible range of payment options, including phased payments, to 
assist them in meeting their LPT obligations. Stakeholders such as Government Departments, 
employers and payroll software companies who have a role in operating phased payments also 
needed certainty to develop their IT systems.

Since the State had no comprehensive register of residential properties, it was an absolute 
pre-requisite that legislation was in place early to ensure that Revenue could properly obtain 
data from various organisations including the Local Government Management Agency, utility 
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companies, the Property Registration Authority and various Government departments

Once the legislation was in place, Revenue was able to begin in earnest the very important 
task of informing the public about LPT early in 2013, by explaining how the tax would operate 
and how it would impact on the various property owner types.  

It was always a possibility that there would be some issues needing correction, and at the 
time of the introduction of the initial legislation I stated that I would take on board suggestions 
I heard during debates.  The Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2013 was enacted 
in early 2013 which incorporated a number of changes suggested by Deputies and Senators, as 
well as issues which officials of Revenue and my Department advised me of.  These included 
more favourable treatment for certain disabled persons, for properties badly damaged by pyrite 
and for certain properties owned by charities, local authorities and social housing providers. 
Deferral of LPT was provided for additional categories of property owners  – personal repre-
sentatives of deceased persons, those covered by a formal insolvency arrangement and those 
suffering excessive financial hardship.  In addition, the power of Revenue to enter on a person’s 
property was clarified

 I feel the Amendment Bill gave Oireachtas Members time and opportunity to suggest 
changes to the legislation.  

As the Deputy is fully aware, drafting errors in legislation do happen from time to time.  In 
the case of the exemption which was intended only to benefit first time buyers who purchased 
in 2013, this error, although unintended, is beneficial to a clearly definable group of taxpayers 
which Revenue will be able to identify.  When the error was made known to me, I decided to 
allow non-first time buyers to avail of the exemption, as I considered that the cost is not likely to 
be significant as part of the overall yield, and could provide an additional boost to the property 
market. 

I do not believe that the legislation was unjustifiably rushed, and I am satisfied that, where 
issues have arisen, these can be taken care of administratively, in a cost effective manner, and in 
the main without the need for further legislation.  Overall, I am satisfied that having the primary 
legislation in place as early as possible was a key factor in the successful implementation of the 
tax which the general public has responded to, and continues to respond to, with a remarkably 
high level of voluntary compliance. 

Credit Unions

20/11/2013WRB0060018. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
future of credit unions; if he will provide an update on the 100 credit unions portfolios that are 
being assessed by the Central Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49250/13]

20/11/2013WRB0065032. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
the 20 credit unions in financial difficulty; if he foresees a similar situation to the takeover of 
Newbridge Credit Union occurring with any of these credit unions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [49251/13]

20/11/2013WRB00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 18 and 
32 together. 

As I have previously stated, credit unions have a key role to play in providing access to 
credit and other important services in local communities throughout the country. The Govern-
ment recognises this and has provided €500 million in funding to support the stability of credit 
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unions through restructuring and resolution. 

The Commission on Credit Unions provided its Report which makes recommendations on 
the strengthening of the regulatory framework of credit unions, including more effective gover-
nance and prudential requirements.  These recommendations are currently being implemented 
in the Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas Regulators Act 2012.

The Central Bank is continuing to work through a portfolio of approximately 100 credit 
unions on a case by case basis.  The programme of work to engage with such credit unions is 
informed by the following matters: levels of arrears, inadequate bad debt provisions, high fixed 
asset to total asset ratio and other supervisory concerns including weak lending practices.  The 
Central Bank’s statistics, based on data submitted by credit unions as at 30 September 2013 
show that some 20 of these 100 credit unions have reported regulatory reserves below the mini-
mum requirement of 10 per cent of assets.  This gives rise to a capital shortfall in the region of 
€11 million in total.  Following engagement with these 100 credit unions the outcomes can in-
clude governance changes, risk mitigation programmes, lending and other business restrictions 
and/or requirements for credit unions to seek capital support. 

In such cases capital support may be sought through a restructuring solution under ReBo or 
from resources available within the credit union sector itself.

Corporation Tax

20/11/2013WRB0080019. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he intends to ask the 
corporate sector to make any extra tax contribution to assist economic recovery, particularly in 
the area of funding, training, education and employment programmes for young persons; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [49255/13]

20/11/2013WRB00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The corporate sector is already making 
an important contribution to the recovery of the Irish economy in terms of employment creation 
which has taken place over the past year.  The contribution of this sector to Ireland’s economic 
recovery is also apparent in the form of direct tax receipts which feed into the Exchequer and 
in turn are paid out again for the services highlighted by the Deputy, such as training, educa-
tion and employment programmes.  The use of State resources in this way is determined by my 
Ministerial colleagues from their annual budget allocation.  

In 2012, the corporate sector directly contributed €4.2bn to the Exchequer in terms of cor-
poration tax receipts.  However, the Deputy will already be aware that the corporate sector is 
also subject to a number of other taxes, including VAT, PRSI and excise, and so the actual tax 
contribution made is larger than corporation tax alone.

To give an example of steps that this Government has taken to increase the tax contribution 
from the corporate sector, as I announced on Budget Day I am introducing a stamp duty levy on 
certain financial institutions, which will operate for a period of three years from 2014-2016 and 
is expected to yield an additional €150 million per annum.

Economic Growth Rate

20/11/2013WRB0100020. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he is 
satisfied that the economy here can grow sufficiently in the coming year to meet or exceed the 
budgetary targets set in budget 2014; if any action is needed to address inflationary tendencies 
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in the housing sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49209/13]

20/11/2013WRB01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department published updated 
macro-economic and fiscal forecasts with Budget 2014 on October 15th.  These projections 
show that Ireland remains on track to meet its obligations under the Excessive Deficit Proce-
dure (EDP), with an underlying general government deficit of 7.3 per cent forecast for 2013, 
improving to 4.8 per cent in 2014 – both figures within the deficit ceilings set by the ECOFIN 
Council in late 2010. Current projections show we remain firmly on track to bring our deficit 
below 3 per cent by 2015.

 Nominal GDP – the metric used for calculation of both our debt and deficit ratios – is ex-
pected to increase by 1.2 per cent this year, with the rate of growth set to pick-up to 2.9 per cent 
next year and to 3.7 per cent in 2015.  These growth forecasts are obviously subject to a number 
of risks, emanating from both external and internal sources.  However, I have been encouraged 
by developments of late on both fronts.  High-frequency data for the Irish economy over the 
third and fourth quarters so far are broadly positive and we are beginning to see increasing signs 
of recovery in key trading partners, with growth accelerating in both the US and UK in the third 
quarter.

Regarding house prices, it is worth remembering that residential property prices in Dublin 
fell by around 60 per cent from peak to trough and residential property prices in Dublin are still 
51 per cent lower than at their highest level in February 2007.  It is against this background that 
the recent appreciation in house prices in the capital must be assessed.  Although strong growth 
has been seen in recent months, it is coming off a low base.

It should also be noted that the previous housing bubble was accompanied by a dramatic 
increase in mortgage lending.  The same cannot be said of the recent appreciation in house 
prices, with a large percentage of transactions taking the form of cash purchases.  Figures from 
the Irish Banking Federation show the value of mortgage lending for house purchase over the 
first three quarters of the year standing at just €1.5b, or just 7 per cent of the value of mortgage 
lending over the same period in 2006 for instance.  The same figures also show that lending for 
house purchase is essentially flat over the first three quarters of this year, when compared with 
the same period in 2012.

However, as I said in my Budget Day speech, I am aware that there are some supply limita-
tions in certain urban areas.  In light of this I introduced several measures to help increase the 
supply of suitable residential housing stock as part of Budget 2014.  These included – subject 
to State Aid approval – the extension of the Living City Initiative, to include Cork, Galway, 
Kilkenny and Dublin and the broadening of eligibility criteria to include all buildings built prior 
to 1915.  I also introduced the home renovation incentive, which provides an income tax credit 
to homeowners who carry out renovation and improvement works on their principal private 
residences between October 25th 2013 and December 31st 2015.

Finally I would point out that it is NAMA’s expectation, at this juncture, that its funding will 
contribute about 4,500 houses and apartments in terms of new supply in the Dublin market in 
the period to 2015.  This is a significant output in the context of current house completion levels 
in Dublin. In 2012 just over 1,200 new houses and apartments were completed in Dublin.  In 
addition, NAMA is overseeing the rental by debtors and receivers of close to 10,000 residen-
tial properties nationally – mainly apartments in Dublin.  NAMA is also overseeing the sale of 
houses in Dublin by NAMA debtors and receivers and has made over 1,200 properties available 
to local authorities to meet demand for social housing in Dublin.
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VAT Rate Reductions

20/11/2013WRB0120021. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Finance in the view of efforts made to make 
Ireland tobacco free by 2025, if he will consider lowering the VAT rate on items such as nicotine 
replacement therapies, and other items which aid persons giving up smoking, to a new special 
rate, lower than the currently affixed 23% (details supplied).  [49073/13]

20/11/2013WRB01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that nicotine products, such as nicotine inhalers, tablets and chewing gum, which are 
categorised as oral medicines and are licensed by the Irish Medicines Board, are charged to VAT 
at the zero-rate.  Nicotine replacement patches and electronic cigarettes, however, do not fall 
into this category of oral medicines and are therefore subject to the standard 23% rate of VAT.  

While the UK apply a 5% reduced VAT rate to the supply of nicotine replacement patches, 
under the EU VAT Directive it is not possible for Ireland to apply a 5% rate to supply of nicotine 
patches.

EU-IMF Programme of Support

20/11/2013WRB0140022. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the options that are available 
when Ireland leaves the formal troika programme; and if he will provide an evaluation of each 
option.  [49198/13]

20/11/2013WRB01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Gov-
ernment decided on 14 November that Ireland is now in the best position to exit the EU-IMF 
programme of financial assistance on December 15 without the need to pre-arrange a new 
precautionary credit line from our EU and IMF partners.  There were essentially two options 
available.

i. to exit without a pre-arranged precautionary facility or backstop.

ii. to exit with a pre-arranged precautionary facility or backstop  

Following a careful and thorough assessment of all of the available options, and broad con-
sultation with the European Commission, the ECB, the IMF, the President and members of the 
Eurogroup, the Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland and the NTMA, the decision was taken 
to exit without a pre-arranged precautionary facility or backstop.

The Government decided that exiting without a pre-arranged precautionary facility or back-
stop is the right decision for Ireland.  Market confidence in Ireland is high, the public finances 
are under control, we are reducing our deficit and debt levels and economic conditions and 
sentiment are improving.

In relation to options (ii) above, taking account of all of the views received during the con-
sultative process, the Government concluded that this option was not appropriate to Ireland’s 
circumstances as the option of exiting without a precautionary credit line was preferred in view 
of the favourable market conditions at present. There is no certainty that conditions would be as 
favourable in a year’s time when any precautionary facility would end, or at a later date, if the 
option for further six month renewals were exercised.  

20/11/2013WRC00150Economic Growth Initiatives
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20/11/2013WRC0020023. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance if he will discuss the upcoming 
Finance Bill with reference to demand-side economic stimulus measures. [49074/13]

20/11/2013WRC00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would inform the Deputy that I an-
nounced 25 measures for jobs and growth in my Budget 2014 speech.  The measures are de-
signed to promote entrepreneurship, stimulate investment, finance growth, encourage innova-
tion, improve cash flow and protect compliant business by tackling the shadow economy. They 
are targeted in particular at the tourism and hospitality sector, the construction and building 
sector, the farming/agriculture and food sector and the film industry.   Full details of these mea-
sures, many of which will be given legislative underpinning by Finance (No. 2) Bill 2013, are 
set out in Annex C of the Budget book. This  is available via my  Department’s website.

20/11/2013WRC00350Banking Sector

20/11/2013WRC0040024. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the future role he sees for 
lending institutions here that have closed down their business in the domestic market but have 
remained open to the corporate or investment sectors; if the banking licence in such cases is 
likely to be restricted in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49208/13]

20/11/2013WRC0050069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the role he sees for redun-
dant banks that have ceased to trade in the domestic market but have remained open to invest-
ment in corporate sectors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49794/13]

20/11/2013WRC00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 24 and 
69 together.  

A banking licence allows the holder to undertake certain business activities set out in Annex 
I of Directive 2006/48/EC, which has been transposed into Irish law by the Central Bank Act 
1971, the amended S.I. 395 of 1992, S.I. 661 of 2006 and S.I. 475 of 2009.  It is a matter for the 
licence holder as to which of the permitted activities it will undertake and therefore a decision 
not to undertake certain forms of business activity will not affect the licence.

While it is disappointing that ACC and Danske Bank have taken the decision to withdraw 
from the Irish market one of the key features of banking strategy in the financial crisis has been 
the retrenchment to national borders. One of our expectations from the financial crisis is that 
market shares in traditional banking services will become more fluid during the recovery as the 
banking landscape continues to adjust to the withdrawal of foreign players, the restructuring of 
our incumbent banks and the increasing price transparency within financial services. The with-
drawal of particular services and closure of certain aspects of the business of some banks is a 
realisation of this expectation. 

We expect that over time this will present opportunities in the market for the entry of new 
market participants well positioned to be confident in the future profitability of an Irish branch 
or subsidiary.  While the current market may not be attractive to a fully diversified bank chal-
lenger in the short term, I would expect new financial services providers to enter the market on 
a more targeted basis – such as specialised lenders and non-bank finance providers.

20/11/2013WRC00650Banking Sector

20/11/2013WRC0070025. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his view of the level of 
competition in Irish banking sector for both personal and business customers; the actions that 
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can be taken to improve the level of competition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[49203/13]

20/11/2013WRC00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I fully accept that the level of competi-
tion in the Irish banking sector has reduced with the recent decisions by ACC and Danske Bank 
to withdraw, following the withdrawal of Bank of Scotland (Ireland) some time ago.   This is 
consistent with a trend evident through the course of the financial crisis of retrenchment to na-
tional borders. 

Over time, I expect that the restructuring of the banking sector and the recovery of the 
economy will present opportunities for the entry of new market participants well positioned to 
be confident in the future profitability of an Irish branch or subsidiary.  

This Government has been working hard to create an environment conducive to the entry of 
such new entrants through a number of initiatives and have been leading the debate at EU level 
on the mechanisms to promote alternative forms of financing for SMEs. 

It is important that we establish a level playing field for all banks if they will be willing to 
enter the Irish market and compete.  In this regard:

 - we are working to manage and minimise potential market expectations of future State sup-
port for the state owned banks which could act as a deterrent to new market entrants;

- we are working to establish a level playing field in the assessment of credit risk through 
the establishment of an industry wide credit register to allow for the appropriate measure of risk 
in lending, allowing incumbent and new lenders to lend with full visibility of the risk of that 
lending;

- we are working to reduce switching costs to allow customers to move between banks more 
easily, enhancing competition and forcing banks to work hard to retain their customers on a 
commercial basis;

- we are encouraging risk sharing partnerships to encourage new lending, such as the AIB / 
European Investment Bank lending initiative;

- we are in regular dialogue with potential market entrants as they evaluate potential oppor-
tunities in Ireland and will be supportive of new entrants as they emerge.

The recent RBS review by the UK Government confirms the continuing role that Ulster 
Bank will have in the lending and deposit taking business for all customers here in Ireland. 
KBC have been expanding their network and their ambitions in Ireland. I think that it is fair 
to say that it is not all bad news and that the Irish financial market does offer opportunities to 
institutions. This Government has also taken steps to ensure that the Irish financial market is 
accessible to any financial institution considering establishing in Ireland. In seeking to reduce 
the barriers to entry which are specific to the Irish banking market, Section 149 of the Consumer 
Credit Act, which provides for the regulation of bank fees and charges has been disapplied for 
three years in the case of new financial service providers setting up in Ireland.

20/11/2013WRC00850IBRC Mortgage Loan Book

20/11/2013WRC0090026. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the concerns of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation, formerly Anglo Irish Bank, mort-
gage holders regarding plans to dispose of these mortgages as part of the wind-up of IBRC; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49256/13]

20/11/2013WRC01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators have given sig-
nificant consideration to and have sought independent advice from PWC in relation to how the 
residential mortgage portfolio and other loans in IBRC are to be dealt with. Following that inde-
pendent advice, the Special Liquidators have decided that the residential mortgage book would 
be split into four segments consisting of performing, non-performing, owner occupier and buy 
to let mortgages.   The Special Liquidators have confirmed that all Borrowers are permitted to 
buy-out their mortgage at par value and that there are no legislative barriers for such Borrowers 
to do so. The Special Liquidators have also confirmed that the residential mortgage customers 
of IBRC Limited (in Special Liquidation) continue to enjoy the protection of the Central Bank 
Code of Conduct on mortgage arrears and other protections in Irish consumer law.

I am advised by the Special Liquidators that the decision to offer the residential mortgage 
book for sale in this way was arrived at having regard to the scale of the process and size of the 
IBRC loan book. Furthermore the Special Liquidators have confirmed that the decision to sell 
these loans as part of a portfolio is the most efficient method of disposal and the one which is 
most likely to maximise ultimate sales realisations for the Special Liquidators having regard to 
the public interest. 

The decision concerning how the loans will be packaged for sale and what bidders consti-
tute qualifying bidders for the purposes of the sales process is to be made by the Special Liqui-
dators and I will not intervene in this matter. 

20/11/2013WRC01050Food Securities Regulation

20/11/2013WRC0110027. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the steps being taken to regu-
late food securities trading on the stock market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[49225/13]

20/11/2013WRC01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Proposals to regulate food securities at 
an EU level form part of the current MiFID II and MiFIR proposals which aim to make financial 
markets more efficient, resilient and transparent, and to strengthen the protection of investors.   
The Irish Presidency achieved a Council General Approach on this file which has enabled the 
Lithuanian Presidency to commence the next stage of the legislative process, which is the en-
gagement, via Trilogues, with the European Parliament and the European Commission. 

Under the current MiFID II proposals, the level of exemptions available has been reduced 
and more products will be defined as derivative financial instruments when compared with Mi-
FID I, and will therefore fall within the scope of MiFID II and other financial legislation such 
as Market Abuse. MiFID II also contains important provisions relating to position management, 
position limits and product intervention. These provisions are in respect of all financial instru-
ments, including commodity derivatives, and have the purpose of providing regulators with 
tools to avoid excessive speculation in financial instruments, including commodity derivatives. 
The Council is proposing that competent authorities will be obligated to establish and apply 
position limits on the size of a position in a commodity derivative which a person can have over 
a specified period of time. 

Furthermore, subject to the final agreement between the co-legislators, competent authori-
ties will have product intervention powers whereby they may prohibit or restrict trading of 
financial instruments or prohibit or restrict investment activities when there is a threat to the 
orderly functioning and integrity of financial markets or commodity markets. The European Se-
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curities and Markets Authority (ESMA) will have contingency and coordination powers in po-
sition management and product intervention to ensure consistent application across all Member 
States. In the exercise of its powers, ESMA will also have to consult public bodies competent 
for the oversight, administration and regulation of physical agricultural markets. 

MiFID contains important provisions which set out new rules for commodity derivative 
markets.   However, the regulation of commodity derivative markets, including where they take 
place Over the Counter (OTC) and as they are related to the physical commodity markets, must 
be assessed based on how they are dealt with across the totality of financial services files. 

In relation to the scope of EU financial services legislation on commodity and related deriv-
ative markets, it should be noted that the MiFID file, along with the Market Abuse Regulation 
(MAR) agreement secured under the Irish Presidency, and the European Market Infrastructure 
Regulation (EMIR), provide for a much stronger legislative framework in relation to   commod-
ity derivative markets. 

We will continue to monitor developments on this file throughout the legislative process.

20/11/2013WRC01250Mortgage Arrears Proposals

20/11/2013WRC0130028. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the progress being made 
under the mortgage arrears resolution programme; if he is concerned by the significant rise in 
home repossession cases before the courts during October; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [49202/13]

20/11/2013WRC01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The implementation of sustainable 
mortgage arrears strategies and solutions by individual banks for their distressed customers, 
with Central Bank oversight, is a key element of the Government’s overall framework to ad-
dress the mortgage arrears problem.     The Central Bank’s initiative, called Mortgage Arrears 
Resolution Targets (MART) announced last March, set time bound and measurable targets for 
the main banks, requiring them to systematically address their arrears book.  This is a very 
important step to resolve the impasse on arrears.  The Central Bank initially required the main 
mortgage lenders to propose by end-June sustainable solutions to 20% of mortgages in arrears 
(over 90 days).  The target rises to 30% by the end of September, 50% by the end of December 
2013 and 70% by end of March 2014.  The Central Bank is now also requiring banks to con-
clude sustainable solutions with 15% of their customers by the end of this year and 25% of their 
customers by the end of March next year. The initial results of the Central Bank’s audit of the 
banks’ end of June target will be available shortly. This will provide an independent assessment 
on the compliance by the banks with all the MART requirements.

As the Deputy is aware, the Central Bank publishes quarterly statistics on the level of mort-
gage arrears. To date 79,357 primary dwelling houses (PDH) mortgages have been restructured 
as of June 2013 of which over 60,000 of restructured PDH accounts were deemed to be meet-
ing the terms of their arrangement. The Central Bank has informed me that updated data for 
September 2013 is due for publication by the end of November.

Separately from Central Bank quarterly reports, my Department is now publishing monthly 
data on primary home mortgage restructures put in place by the six main lenders covered by the 
Central Bank’s MART.  This will place more timely information in the public domain in rela-
tion to progress by the main banks to sustainably resolve mortgages in difficulty.  The recently 
published data for the end of September shows that the number of PDH mortgage accounts in 
arrears of greater than 90 days has fallen from 82,624 to 81,156, a drop of 1,468 accounts.
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My colleague, the Minister for Justice has informed me that there was an initial spike in the 
number of Civil Bills before the courts following the passing of the Land and Conveyancing 
Law Reform Act 2013 in July. However the Courts Service has indicated that, since the initial 
spike in issuing of Civil Bills, the situation has stabilised and there has been no further spike 
in the issuing of Civil Bills.  It is however important to point out that the issuing of a Civil Bill 
does not automatically lead to a repossession, for example a borrower who has not been engag-
ing with his lender may reengage following the issuing of a Civil Bill and this may lead to an 
alternative outcome.

The mortgage arrears problem is a major problem that needs to be resolved for the long term 
economic and social health of the country and the Government has now put in place a compre-
hensive strategy to tackle the problem  .

20/11/2013WRC01450Property Taxation Data

20/11/2013WRC0150029. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance the role he and his Depart-
ment have in determining the distribution of the local property tax revenue in 2014; the reason 
a decision was taken to postpone the retention of 80% of the property tax in the local authority 
area in which it is collected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49257/13]

20/11/2013WRC01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 157 of the Finance (Local Prop-
erty Tax) Act 2012, as amended, provides that, in each financial year commencing with 2014, 
the Minister of Finance shall pay from the Central Fund or the growing produce thereof into the 
Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Local Property Tax, including any inter-
est paid thereon, paid into the Central Fund during that year.   I have no role in determining the 
distribution of the local property tax receipts in 2014 or in any other year. This is, along with 
policy on the proposed level of retention by each local authority, a matter for my colleague the 
Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, in the first instance.  

To this end I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the answer to a very similar question, 
parliamentary question number 109, provided to her by Minister Hogan last week on 14 No-
vember.

20/11/2013WRD00200Credit Unions Restructuring

20/11/2013WRD0030030. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the timetable he envisages 
for restructuring of credit unions in financial difficulty; the way the sector can be supported to 
ensure it can continue to make a significant contribution to social and economic wellbeing here; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49204/13]

20/11/2013WRD00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Union and Co-operation 
with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 provides the statutory basis for the restructuring of credit 
unions and placed the Credit Union Restructuring Board - ReBo -  on a statutory footing from 
1 January 2013. ReBo will oversee and facilitate restructuring on a voluntary, incentivised and 
time-bound basis, and is working towards the timetable set out in the Commission on Credit 
Unions Report, which sees the process being completed by the end of 2015.  The Government 
has made available €250 million in the Credit Union Fund for the voluntary restructuring of 
credit unions.

The Commission on Credit Unions, in its Report, made a number of recommendations re-
garding the future of credit unions. These include the important role credit unions will play in 
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financial inclusion and social lending and also sets out a new business model which is being 
implemented in the tiered regulatory approach and will see some credit unions opting to provide 
additional services.  The core objective of these reforms is to provide the most effective regula-
tory structure for credit unions, taking account of their not-for-profit mandate, their volunteer 
ethos and community focus, while paying due regard to the need to fully protect members’ sav-
ings and financial stability.

The Government has accepted fully the Commission on Credit Union’s Report and the 
recommendations are currently being rolled-out under the Credit Union and Co-operation with 
Overseas Regulators Act 2012.

20/11/2013WRD00500Banks Recapitalisation

20/11/2013WRD0060031. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he has drawn to the 
EU’s attention, the fact confirmed in EUROSTAT figures, that the average cost per Irish citizen 
of the European bank bailout was €8,981 whereas the average cost per EU citizen was €192; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49252/13]

20/11/2013WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The enormous cost being borne by the 
Irish taxpayer as a result of the recapitalisation of the Irish banking system is a topic that this 
Government continues to raise at a European level on a regular basis. The successful restructur-
ing of the Promissory Notes in February of this year is evidence of progress in this regard.  The 
Government continues to work constructively with our European partners in respect of these 
issues and we will continue to participate in the development of the ESM and the structuring of 
the Single Supervisory Mechanism to ensure that Ireland will benefit, on similar terms to other 
member states, from developments in this regard.  As the Deputy will be aware, before this gov-
ernment entered office, taxpayers’ money amounting to €46.3bn was injected into the banks, in 
the form of capital support, most of which went into the former Anglo Irish Bank. Subsequent 
to the formation of the current government the banks were required to raise a total of €24bn as 
a result of the Central Bank’s 2011 Prudential Capital Assessment Review (PCAR). However, 
primarily as a result of successful private equity contributions, asset sales and burden sharing 
with bondholders, the Government only had to inject €16.5bn into the relevant institutions. In 
all the State’s Total Capital Investment in the Banks amounted to €64.1bn at its peak. This fig-
ure represents the gross capital or money committed to recapitalising these institutions and does 
not take account of revenues received directly or indirectly from the banks in return for State 
support, or indeed from disposals.

The State has now started the process of exiting its bank investments and should the op-
portunity arise to sell any further investments, this will be considered having assessed the best 
interests of the State. These disposals assist in reducing the ultimate cost of the recapitalisations 
for the taxpayer.

  Question No. 32 answered with Question No. 18.

20/11/2013WRD00900Corporation Tax Regime

20/11/2013WRD0100033. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the actions he is taking to 
ensure the importance of Ireland’s corporation tax policy to the success of the economy is com-
municated to the European Commission’s current review on the subject; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [49205/13]
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20/11/2013WRD01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Competition Directorate of the Eu-
ropean Commission is currently conducting a review of corporate tax ruling procedures in 
various EU Member States in order to assess such practices under EU State Aid rules.  What is 
involved at this stage is a preliminary gathering and examination of information on the part of 
the Commission for the purposes of getting an overview of the different tax ruling procedures 
in various Member States. I should add that this is not a formal EU State Aid investigation nor 
is it an enquiry that is specific to any one Member State.

Ireland is fully co-operating with the Commission in this exercise. While the Commission 
are already aware of the importance of Ireland’s corporation tax policy to the success of our 
economy, the present process relates to the Commissions duty to protect the operation of the 
single market.

20/11/2013WRD01200Economic Policy

20/11/2013WRD0130034. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the recent comments by Nobel Prize winning economist, Joseph Stiglitz, that Ireland is fac-
ing a lost decade and that austerity never works and his assertion that the cost of bailing out 
European banks has been paid by Irish citizens; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[49199/13]

20/11/2013WRD01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The deterioration in Ireland’s public 
finances from 2008 was driven by a number of factors including the banking crisis.  While sig-
nificant debt was accumulated as a result of financial sector support, large underlying primary 
deficits (that is, the deficit net of interest payments and financial sector support) have been 
recorded in every year in Ireland since 2008.  These deficits were as a result of both an over 
reliance on construction-driven revenue which resulted in a large hole in the public finances 
when the property market collapsed and through increased public expenditure including on 
income supports.  A credible fiscal adjustment strategy was required to ensure that debt was not 
put on an unsustainable path. The Government fully recognises the negative short term effect 
on output that fiscal consolidation has and that it is a difficult balancing act between the need 
for consolidation on the one hand and the need to support the emerging recovery on the other. 
However, I believe we are getting the balance right.

Through the fiscal adjustment measures that the Government has implemented, stability has 
been restored to the public finances, the economy is growing and jobs are being created.  Hav-
ing met and exceeded all of our deficit targets to date, we remain on track to bring our deficit 
below 3 per cent of GDP in 2015.  A second consecutive year of growth was recorded in 2012 
and the economy is predicted to grow at a modest 0.2 per cent this year. Employment grew by 
1.8 per cent in the second quarter of 2013.  In line with these developments, the Live Register 
based unemployment rate continued to fall to 13.2 per cent in October, having peaked at over 
15 per cent in early 2012. 

Irish sovereign yields are now at about 3½ per cent, a fraction of the highs of nearly 15 per 
cent reached in summer 2011. This is due in no small part to successful re-negotiation of the 
terms of the EU-IMF programme and the promissory note deal, as well as the overall confi-
dence in the future of economic and monetary union. However, the improvement in yields is 
also down to the Government’s fiscal strategy which has seen the consistent deficit reduction. A 
reduced cost of borrowing for the Government reduces the interest bill which has to be paid by 
the taxpayer, and, over the long term serves to keep economy-wide interest rates low in order to 
stimulate investment. On foot on this progress and prudent debt management policies, Ireland’s 
debt ratio is now expected to decline in 2014 and remain on a downward trajectory thereafter. 



20 November 2013

829

Budget 2014 also forecasts a modest primary surplus next year. This means that, excluding debt 
service costs, revenues are sufficient to meet expenditures.

On the issue of the cost of the banking crisis, I would ask the Deputy to note that the State 
has already recovered a significant portion of the cost of financial supports provided to the Irish 
financial sector with almost €10 billion recovered to date. This has come from many sources 
including the disposal of ordinary shares in Bank of Ireland to private investors, the sale of con-
tingent convertible notes that had been issued to the State by Bank of Ireland, the sale of Irish 
Life, coupons received on preference shares and contingent convertible notes, and fees received 
under both the Credit Institutions (Financial Support) Scheme and the Eligible Liabilities Guar-
antee Scheme.

20/11/2013WRD01500Credit Unions

20/11/2013WRD0160035. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will establish an indepen-
dent investigation into the handling by the Central Bank and the special manager of the situa-
tion at Newbridge Credit Union. [49196/13]

20/11/2013WRD01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am satisfied that the transfer of the 
assets and liabilities of Newbridge Credit Union to Permanent TSB was the correct course of 
action in the absence of a willing and suitable credit union transferee.  The transfer has brought 
stability and certainty to the situation and specifically to the members and staff of Newbridge 
Credit Union and has provided an alternative to liquidation.  This transfer also means that New-
bridge Credit Union members can be assured that they can continue to operate their loans and 
savings accounts as normal.  The Central Bank has released extensive details of the process on 
its website including the resolution report and the relevant affidavit.  These documents provide 
full disclosure on the process including the many efforts made to find a credit union-based 
solution over an extended period of time, as well as the regulatory history and financial details 
regarding Newbridge Credit Union.

The Central Bank papers document in exhaustive detail the level of bad practice at New-
bridge over many years, which created this serious situation and which can be illustrated in the 
following key lending statistics:

- An individual loan of €3.2 million, which was in excess of the Credit Union Act restriction 
of a max of 1.5% of the total assets;

- 52% of the loans exceed five years duration, as opposed to the maximum set out in the 
Credit Union Act of 20%;

- The average loan in Newbridge Credit Union was €17,281 as compared to the average 
Credit Union loan which is €7,764;

- There were 26 loans of an average value of €550,000, which were seriously distressed.

These figures illustrate that Newbridge Credit Union was operating in a very different way 
from a normal credit union.  The structure of some loans was more akin to development loans 
with “bullet” repayments as opposed to regular repayments.  These factors contributed to its 
financial difficulties and ultimately meant that no credit union considered that it was in its best 
interests to combine with it, even in the context of extensive taxpayer support.

The intervention at Newbridge Credit Union was the first resolution action to be taken under 
the Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) Act 2011.  As with any new process, there 
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will be lessons learned which will inform any future resolution process and it is important that 
there is time to reflect on this over the coming weeks.

While I do not agree with the suggestion that an investigation ought to be held, I think it is 
helpful that the Governor is afforded an opportunity to share his views on the process when he 
meets the Public Accounts Committee shortly.

20/11/2013WRD01800Tax Reliefs Availability

20/11/2013WRD0190036. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance the levels of consultation 
he had with the Department of Health in advance of altering the restrictions on tax relief on 
health insurance; his views that referring to insurance policy holders who would be affected in 
the budget as just the gold plated policy holders was misleading; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [49258/13]

20/11/2013WRD02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I previously stated, in my reply to 
Parliamentary Question Number 166 (ref number 45941/13) of 5 November 2013 put forward 
by the Deputy, decisions regarding tax matters are primarily a matter for my Department and 
the Office of the Revenue Commissioners.  However, the Budget was agreed by the Govern-
ment before its announcement on Budget day.  In addition, as the Deputy is aware, that from 16 
October 2013, tax relief for medical insurance premiums has been restricted to the first €1,000 
per adult and the first €500 per child insured.  Any portion of premium paid in excess of these 
ceilings will no longer qualify for tax relief.

The Commission on Taxation in its 2009 report recommended the retention of medical in-
surance relief but that it should be limited. The Government is satisfied that the introduction of 
the new ceilings will achieve such an outcome.

It is envisaged that the introduction of the new ceilings will ensure some continuing support 
via the tax system for those who purchase medical insurance policies, while reducing Exche-
quer exposure to more expensive policies.

20/11/2013WRE00250Tax Reliefs Cost

20/11/2013WRE0030037. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the to-
tal levels of tax expenditure on all of the tax reliefs granted by the Irish State under the Finance 
Acts down to 2013.  [49228/13]

20/11/2013WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the total identifiable costs to the Exchequer which are currently available relate to 
income tax and corporation tax allowances, reliefs, exemptions and tax credits and are shown in 
Table IT6 on the Revenue Statistical Report for 2011 which is accessible on the Revenue web-
site at www.revenue.ie. The information is located under the main chapter heading of Income 
Tax and shows the information for the years 2009 and 2010 which are the most recent years for 
which the necessary detailed historical information is available.

That table showing costs of tax reliefs has been published on the website since 1996. Prior 
to that it had been  included in every annual  Revenue report going back to the tax year 1980/81. 
It would not be a practical exercise for Revenue to assemble an electronic version  of the table 
for these years nor to provide the information requested for years prior to tax year 1980/81.
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20/11/2013WRE00500Tax Code

20/11/2013WRE0060038. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the reason a fat and sugar tax was 
not introduced in the Finance Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49210/13]

20/11/2013WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There have been calls from a number of 
different quarters for me to introduce so called fat and sugar taxes as a means to curb obesity 
rates in the country.  While I am not opposed to such a measure in principle, I am aware that 
little research has been done in relation to the efficacy or impact of such a measure or indeed 
how these taxes would be designed and levied.

When introducing any tax measure intended to alter people’s behaviour, it is important to 
firstly to assess whether a tax measure is the most effective method of doing this or if better 
results could be achieved by other, non-fiscal, methods.  Secondly it is necessary to evaluate if 
such a measure have unintended consequences on other areas.

Therefore, I believe that before any such taxes could be seriously considered, further work 
is required in relation to the possible nature and design of such taxes.  Work is also needed to 
consider how such taxes would be implemented and collected, and an analysis of the impact of 
the proposal on employment, on the cost of living and cross border trade is also required.

Finally, it should be noted that the Danish Government withdrew the saturated fat tax it in-
troduced in 2011, citing higher prices to consumers, higher administration costs, putting Danish 
jobs at risk, and an increase in cross-border purchases withdrawal.  

20/11/2013WRE00800Diplomatic Representation

20/11/2013WRE0090039. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide a detailed breakdown of all interactions between the new Irish ambas-
sador to the United States, Anne Anderson, and members of the US Congress since taking of-
fice; if these communications were in person, in writing or via the telephone; the issues raised 
by the members of the US Congress in these communications; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [49672/13]

20/11/2013WRE01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Con-
tact with members of the US Congress is a regular feature of the work of the Ambassador of Ire-
land to the United States.  In this context, Ambassador Anderson has frequent, ongoing contacts 
with a wide range of Congress members on a range of issues, including economic and political 
issues.  At present, US immigration reform proposals are a particular focus of these contacts.  
On behalf of the Government, the Ambassador is continuing intensive follow-up work with all 
of our contacts on Capitol Hill and particularly with the Republican Members of the House, as 
well as coordinating lobbying efforts with our Irish-American community representatives.                    

20/11/2013WRE01100Trade Agreements

20/11/2013WRE0120040. Deputy John Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will respond to correspondence (details supplied) regarding trade agreements and so on; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [49733/13]

20/11/2013WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): This 
question relates to a query by a student enrolled to study for a Ph.D. who wishes to have details 
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of international agreements which the State has not signed. As the Deputy will be aware, there 
is a large number of international agreements, covering a very wide range of subjects and falling 
within the functional responsibility of a number of Departments. Consideration is given, on an 
ongoing basis, to the desirability of Ireland signing, or becoming a party to, agreements which 
it has not already signed. The status of such agreements is kept under review in the context of 
the ongoing assessment and prioritisation of Ireland’s international and domestic commitments.

Given the large number of international agreements to which this question relates, the Deputy 
will understand that it would not be practical to furnish a full list of the details sought. However, 
if the individual concerned has questions in relation to a particular agreement (or agreements) 
my officials would be happy to provide him with more detailed information themselves and/or 
to direct him to the appropriate line Department. I would invite the individual to address any 
further queries to my Department directly, at http://www.dfa.ie/home/index.aspx?id=78746. 

Details of the international agreements to which the State is already party are available on 
the electronic Irish Treaty Series, at http://www.dfa.ie/home/index.aspx?id=42915. The indi-
vidual concerned has specific queries on international agreements relating to the World Trade 
Organisation which he may wish to address to the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion.

20/11/2013WRE01400Immigration Policy

20/11/2013WRE0150041. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade his plans to meet with officials from the US embassy and consular service in Dublin 
to discuss matters of concern to the Government such as immigration reform.  [49748/13]

20/11/2013WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My 
Department has ongoing contact with the US Embassy in relation to a range of issues regarding 
our bilateral relationship.  In relation to the issue of US immigration reform, I refer the Deputy 
to my most recent reply on the issue, PQ 48806 of 19 November 2013.

20/11/2013WRE01650Civil Registration Documentation

20/11/2013WRE0180042. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding a non-impediment letter.  
[49812/13]

20/11/2013WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade issues Certificats de Coutume to facilitate Irish citi-
zens who are entering into a marriage or civil partnership abroad.  It is the responsibility of the 
people getting married to ensure that they have the correct documentation in place to satisfy 
the legal requirements of the country in which they are getting married.  South Africa requires 
foreign nationals to submit a Certificat de Coutume (letter of freedom) in order to register 
marriages of foreign nationals which have taken place in South Africa.  In this case the Irish 
national involved failed to obtain a Certificat de Coutume prior to their marriage.  

Regrettably it is not possible for my Department to backdate a Certificat de Coutume to a 
date in the past as the Certificat de Coutume is based on a statutory legal declaration made by 
the applicant and as such can only be issued after receipt of the statutory declaration.  

If a civil letter of freedom is required for a forthcoming marriage in South Africa or else-
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where, my Department would be happy to process the application for Mr. Healy at very short 
notice.

20/11/2013WRE01950Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRE0210043. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of quangos operating under the aegis of his Department; the total number of directors 
sitting on their boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of 
directors of these quangos; the number of quangos that have been created since the formation 
of the Government; the number that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost 
to the taxpayer of the establishment and operation of these new quangos; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [49954/13]

20/11/2013WRE02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There 
are no organisations of the type referred to by the Deputy under the aegis of my Department.

VAT Rate Application

20/11/2013WRF0020044. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Finance the reason insulin is subject to 
VAT; if he will exempt it from VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49763/13]

20/11/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the supply of oral medicines is liable to VAT at the zero rate and that the supply of 
non-oral medicines is liable to VAT at the standard VAT rate at 23%. The supply of insulin solu-
tion for injection or insulin suspension for injection, which are not oral medicines, are therefore 
liable to VAT at the standard rate.    The VAT rating of goods and services is constrained by the 
requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply. Under the EU VAT Direc-
tive, Member States may retain the zero rate on goods and services which were in place on 1 
January 1991, but cannot extend the zero rate to new goods and services.

Member States may apply a reduced VAT rate to those goods and services which are listed 
under Annex III of the VAT Directive, including pharmaceutical products of a kind normally 
used for health care and as treatment for medical purposes. Therefore, the application of a re-
duced rate of VAT, at 9% or 13.5%, is permissible under the VAT Directive.

VAT Rate Application

20/11/2013WRF0040045. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Finance the reason defibrillators are 
subject to VAT; if he will exempt them from VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[49764/13]

20/11/2013WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply. Defibrilla-
tors, other than implantable defibrillators, are liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%.  
There is no provision in the EU VAT Directive that would make it possible to exempt from VAT 
or apply a zero rate to the supply of such products.     

Under the VAT (Refund of Tax) (No.15) Order, 1981 it is possible for individuals to obtain 
repayment of VAT expended on certain goods and appliances which assist persons with a dis-
ability to overcome that disability.  In this context, a defibrillator purchased by or on behalf of 
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an individual may qualify for a VAT refund.  However, a defibrillator purchased for general use 
by a sports body or charity would not qualify for such a refund. 

Financial Services Regulation

20/11/2013WRF0060046. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance the contact he or any of his officials 
have had with the Central Bank as a direct result of sudden losses at Royal Sun Alliance and 
the collapse of Newbridge Credit Union; if there was a failure of regulation in either case; the 
advice he received from the Central Bank in each case; if he was updated on the events as they 
unfolded; the reason Permanent TSB was chosen as the vehicle to rescue Newbridge Credit 
Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49575/13]

20/11/2013WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Officials from my Department were 
in regular contact with the Central Bank  regarding the transfer of assets and liabilities of 
Newbridge Credit Union to permanent tsb, and I was kept informed of events throughout the 
process. My role, as Minister for Finance, in this process was as consultee and as such, I was 
made aware of events as they occurred. The special manager was appointed by the High Court 
and each extension of his term required High Court approval.   The Central Bank’s Resolution 
Report sets out the level of bad practice at Newbridge credit union in the past. The Central Bank 
was required to meet rigorous High Court approved intervention conditions when undertaking 
this resolution process. It must be remembered that the cause of the problems rests with those 
running Newbridge Credit Union. The bad practice in Newbridge over many years can be il-
lustrated in the following key lending statistics:

- An individual loan of €3.2 million, which was in excess of the Credit Union Act restriction 
of a max of 1.5% of the total assets.

- 52% of the loans exceed five years duration, as opposed to the maximum set out in the 
Credit Union Act of 20%.

- The average loan in Newbridge Credit Union was €17,281 as compared to the average 
Credit Union loan which is €7,764.

- There were 26 loans of an average value of €550,000, which were seriously distressed.

These statistics demonstrate that Newbridge was very different from a normal Credit Union.  
The structure of many of these loans was more akin to Development loans with “bullet” repay-
ments as opposed to regular repayments.

Based on Central Bank advice I am satisfied that the decision to take this course of action 
was the only viable option available apart from liquidation. The Central Bank advised me that, 
having regard to the purposes of the Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) Act 2011 
and the matters set out in section 9(6) of that Act, the immediate winding up of Newbridge 
Credit Union was not in the public interest. The reason for this being the particular purpose of 
maintaining public confidence in the financial system in the State, including the protection of 
members’ savings in credit unions. 

My priority in assessing the Central Bank’s proposal on Newbridge was to protect the sav-
ings of depositors and members of Newbridge Credit Union. Arising from the transfer members 
of Newbridge Credit Union will continue to have full and uninterrupted access to their savings. 

In line with the resolution options available to it the Central Bank undertook a process 
which involved the examination of possible credit union combinations. This examination re-
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sulted in an approach being made to a number of credit unions.  Ultimately, however, no credit 
union considered that it was in its best interests to complete such a combination, even in the 
context of extensive financial support. This reflected the exceptional nature of financial difficul-
ties in Newbridge Credit Union and the relative scale of the credit union within the sector.  The 
Central Bank also considered proposed solutions put forward by various interested parties but 
none proved feasible in addressing the problems or protecting members’ savings.

It was as an alternative to a possible liquidation that the Department of Finance, with the 
support of the Central Bank, requested Permanent TSB to undertake this transaction. The trans-
fer of Newbridge Credit Union to Permanent TSB means that Newbridge Credit Union mem-
bers can be assured that they can continue to operate their loan and deposit accounts as normal. 

As Minister for Finance, I agreed to the payment from the resolution fund to Permanent 
TSB of a financial incentive of up to €53.9m to support the transfer. This was on foot of a re-
quest from the Governor of the Central Bank. The incentive includes the following:

- €23m in cash up-front

- €4.25m for restructuring and integration costs

- €2m for other transferring liabilities, and

- a maximum additional €24.7m to cover a risk share on the transferring loans whereby the 
State will absorb 50% of the losses where loans perform below their transfer value and 50% of 
the gains where they perform above the transfer value. 

The financial incentive provided in the Newbridge case is fully recoupable from the finan-
cial services sector over time in the form of a levy.

Royal Sun Alliance

With regard to the recent developments at Royal Sun Alliance Insurance Ireland, officials 
from my Department held a conference call with the Central Bank on Monday 11 November to 
discuss the position.  Following that call, the Central Bank provided background information 
to the Department on the sequence of recent events and the injection by RSA Group of €100m 
in capital to bolster its reserves, taking its solvency capital requirement to 228%.  In addition, 
the Central Bank provided an overview of its on-going contacts, meetings and inspections with 
RSA which the Central Bank conducts in its role as supervisor of insurance undertakings.

The Central Bank of Ireland has had an on-going programme of engagement with RSA 
Insurance Ireland (RSAII) since the implementation of the Central Bank’s Probability Risk 
and Impact System – PRISM, as it does with all high impact companies. As part of the frame-
work the Central Bank of Ireland engages with firms at a level that corresponds to their impact 
category; the higher the impact, the higher the level of engagement. Engagement involves re-
views, inspections and meetings, and the frequency and level of engagement is associated with 
the firms’ impact rating.   I am satisfied that this improved regulatory framework provides for 
enhanced supervision of the industry and protection of the Irish consumer. With regard to RSA 
this programme included eight on-site inspections over a two year period and on-going meet-
ings with key role holders such as the Chief Executive Officer, Chief Finance Officer, Chief 
Risk Officer, etc. 

European Stability Mechanism
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20/11/2013WRF0080047. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update 
regarding negotiations in relation to support from the European Stability Mechanism for retro-
spective recapitalisation of our banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49615/13]

20/11/2013WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Euro Area Heads of State or Gov-
ernment agreed in June 2012 to break the vicious circle between banks and sovereigns, and 
that when a Single Supervisory Mechanism, involving the ECB, is in place and operational, the 
European Stability Mechanism (ESM) could recapitalize banks directly.    

The Eurogroup meeting of 20th June 2013 agreed on the main features of the ESM’s Direct 
Bank Recapitalisation (DBR) instrument. The DBR instrument will come into effect when the 
Single Supervisory Mechanism is in place and operational. This is not expected to take place 
until the second half of 2014. There is a specific provision for retrospective recapitalisation in-
cluded in the main features. This provision states that “The potential retroactive application of 
the instrument should be decided on a case-by-case basis and by mutual agreement.” Therefore, 
the agreement that we were active in negotiating keeps open the possibility to apply to the ESM 
for a retrospective direct recapitalisation of the Irish banks should we wish to avail of it. 

The overall framework agreed this summer builds upon the earlier Euro area Heads of State 
or Government agreement secured on the 29th of June 2012 and is an important step in the Eu-
rozone’s efforts in this regard. 

The October 2013 European Council called on the Eurogroup to finalise the detailed guide-
lines for ESM direct recapitalisation so that the ESM can have the possibility to recapitalise 
banks directly, following the establishment of the Single Supervisory Mechanism.

European Stability Mechanism

20/11/2013WRF0100048. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the cost for the next five 
years of being a member of the European Stability Mechanism; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [49616/13]

20/11/2013WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Stability Mechanism Act, 
2012 provides for Ireland’s membership of the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) and pay-
ments into it. Section 3 of the Act provides for payments to the ESM out of the Central Fund.    
In July 2012 the European Stability Mechanism Act was signed into law and in August 2012 
Ireland deposited its instrument of ratification for the Treaty establishing the ESM. The Treaty 
provides for a total capital subscription of €700 billion, of which €80 billion is paid-in capital. 
Ireland’s total share of the paid-in capital is €1.27376 billion, based on our percentage share 
of the ESM total paid-in capital which is 1.5922%. This paid-in capital is to be paid in five 
equal tranches of €254,752,000 up to April 2014. The Eurogroup (Euro Area Finance Ministers) 
agreed in September 2012 that two tranches of capital would be paid in 2012, both in October, 
following the ESM’s entry into force. The ESM entered into force as of 27th September 2012, 
and Ireland’s first two tranches of €254,750,000 were paid together on 11th October 2012, re-
sulting in a total payment of €509,504,000.

The third tranche of €254,752,000 was paid on 19th April 2013.

The fourth tranche of €254,752,000 was paid on 29th October 2013.

The agreed payment schedule is that the remaining fifth tranche (again of €254,752,000) 
will be paid in April 2014. 
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EU-IMF Programme of Support

20/11/2013WRF0120049. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the reason a precautionary 
credit line was not proceeded with; the terms that were offered in that credit line, including in-
terest rate and term of loan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49617/13]

20/11/2013WRF0130051. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance the conditions that would have 
prevailed if we had availed of the precautionary credit line; the reasons he chose not to take this 
option; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49638/13]

20/11/2013WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 49 and 
51 together. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government decided on 14 November that Ireland is now 
in the best position to exit the EU-IMF programme of financial assistance on December 15 
without the need to pre-arrange a new precautionary credit line from our EU and IMF partners.

The Government decided that exiting without a pre-arranged precautionary facility or back-
stop is the right decision for Ireland. Market confidence in Ireland is high, the public finances 
are under control, we are reducing our deficit and debt levels and economic conditions and 
sentiment are improving.

In relation to the conditionality, the ESM Treaty provides that all ESM funding, including 
the precautionary facilities, require conditionality. The conditionality relating to any credit line 
would be a matter for discussion in the event that an application would be made. Article 13 (3) 
of the ESM Treaty states as follows;

“..the Board of Governors shall entrust the European Commission - in liaison with the ECB 
and, wherever possible, together with the IMF - with the task of negotiating, with the ESM 
Member concerned, a memorandum of understanding (an “MoU”) detailing the conditionality 
attached to the financial assistance facility. The content of the MoU shall reflect the severity of 
the weaknesses to be addressed and the financial assistance instrument chosen. In parallel, the 
Managing Director of the ESM shall prepare a proposal for a financial assistance facility agree-
ment, including the financial terms and conditions and the choice of instruments, to be adopted 
by the Board of Governors....”

However, it was not possible to get clarity on the type conditionality that would apply to 
any precautionary facility that might be sought in advance of an application. The interest rates 
for any particular facility, if sought, are determined by the ESM’s Pricing Guidelines and the 
IMF’s Pricing Policy.

The Government concluded that exiting with a pre-arranged precautionary credit line was 
not appropriate to Ireland’s circumstances as the option of exiting without a precautionary credit 
line was preferred in view of the favourable market conditions at present. There is no certainty 
that conditions would be as favourable in a year’s time when any precautionary facility would 
end, or at a later date, if the option for further six month renewals were exercised.

Finally, while the decision was finely balanced, it is the case that since taking the decision 
we have enjoyed a significant amount of support and the markets have responded positively.

Redundancy Payments

20/11/2013WRF0150050. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance the effect of changes to top slic-
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ing relief as applied to a redundancy package being offered to a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49637/13]

20/11/2013WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ex-gratia payments can be made in ad-
dition to statutory redundancy payments on the termination of the holding of an office or em-
ployment, or alternatively on death or disablement grounds.     Statutory redundancy payments 
are exempt from income tax.  Furthermore, there are additional exemption limits for ex-gratia 
discretionary redundancy payments or retirement gratuities in excess of the statutory redun-
dancy amount, which apply to all employees and office holders in receipt of such ex-gratia 
payments. These include:

- a basic exemption of €10,160 plus €765 per complete year of actual service in excess of 
the statutory redundancy payment;

Or

- Standard Capital Superannuation Benefit i.e. 1/15th of the person’s annual income (aver-
age of the last three years) for each year of employment less   any tax-free lump sum which is 
received or receivable under any approved or statutory pension scheme.

It is open to the taxpayer to choose whichever relief is of most benefit.

The basic exemption from income tax as outlined above can be further increased by up to 
€10,000 if the person is not a member of an occupational pension scheme.  (This can only be 
claimed if the person has not made any claims in respect of a lump sum retirement gratuity re-
ceived in the previous 10 tax years.) 

Any balance of the ex-gratia payment after the calculation of the exemptions and reliefs is 
liable to income tax.  An additional relief called Top Slicing Relief is available in relation to 
this taxable amount.  Given the budgetary constraints and the nature of the relief, which ensures 
that an individual’s average tax rate for the previous three years applies to such lump sums 
rather than the marginal rate of tax of 41 per cent, the Government has now decided to abolish 
Top Slicing Relief in respect of all ex-gratia discretionary payments made on or after 1 January 
2014.  

This measure will have no impact on retirement lump sums paid under Revenue approved 
pension arrangements and under statutory schemes.

  Question No. 51 answered with Question No. 49.

20/11/2013WRG00250Credit Unions

20/11/2013WRG0030052. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the plans for the Newbridge 
Credit Union building; and the way in which its contents will be valued. [49661/13]

20/11/2013WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is expected that the freehold title of 
Newbridge Credit Union Limited’s premises will be sold to a third party in due course, with 
the benefit of all immovable fixtures and fittings. The sale proceeds generated, net of expenses, 
will be paid to the Resolution Fund given the Resolution Fund is the only remaining creditor of 
Newbridge Credit Union Limited following the transfer.   The remaining movable fixtures and 
fittings of the premises have been transferred with all the other assets and liabilities, excluding 
the premises, to permanent tsb. 
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20/11/2013WRG00450Pension Provisions

20/11/2013WRG0050053. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the reason early access to 
AVCs incurs a tax of 41% regardless of the tax circumstances of the recipient; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [49669/13]

20/11/2013WRG0060054. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the reason he is limiting 
early access to pension funds to those with AVCs; if he has considered extending limited access 
to other funded pension savings so that those persons who own the money invested may have 
help in the present economic climate in a similar way where access is allowed for certain health 
and other reasons; his views on whether limiting access to a person’s own money is unconstitu-
tional; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49670/13]

20/11/2013WRG0070055. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the Irish Brokers Association representing 70% of all pension contribu-
tions here, the Irish Association of Pension Funds, and IBEC are supportive of providing lim-
ited early access to all pension funds, not just to AVCs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [49671/13]

20/11/2013WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 53 to 
55, inclusive, together.

These questions all relate to early or pre-retirement access to pension savings.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that section 782A of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 provides members of occupational pension schemes with a once-off opportunity to 
access their Additional Voluntary Contributions (AVCs), pre-retirement. The option is available 
for a three year period from 27 March 2013, the date that the Finance Act 2013 was passed into 
law.

I am further advised by the Commissioners that payments under the AVC access provi-
sion are taxable at the individual’s marginal rate. In that regard, however, under the legislation 
the administrator is obliged to deduct tax at the higher rate of 41%, unless the administrator 
has received from Revenue a tax credit certificate in respect of the individual. It is advisable, 
therefore, that if an individual is not using up any, or all, of his or her tax rate band and tax 
credits (for example if the individual is unemployed or in low paying employment) that he or 
she arranges to have a tax credit certificate issued to the administrator before draw down of the 
AVC payment, as this will ensure that the amount of tax deducted more accurately reflects the 
individual’s circumstances. A tax credit certificate may be obtained from the individual’s local 
Revenue office and will indicate the tax rate band and tax credits, if any, appropriate to the AVC 
access payment

Where an individual considers that too much tax has been deducted from an AVC access 
payment, the overpayment of tax will be refunded on review. 

There are a number of reasons why, under existing policies, pre-retirement access to the 
main benefits from pension plans or schemes is not permitted, the principal one being that these 
arrangements (and the associated tax reliefs on contributions and pension fund growth) are de-
signed to be long term savings vehicles based on the principle that the benefits will be “locked 
away” to help fund an adequate income in retirement. 

The pre-retirement access to a portion of AVCs which I introduced in Budget and Finance 
Act 2013 is allowed on a tax-neutral basis – the contributions were tax-relieved at the individ-
ual’s marginal rate on the way in and are taxed at the individual’s marginal rate on withdrawal. 
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The take-up of the measure to date has not been particularly significant. I would remind the 
Deputy, however, that this is a measure which was designed to enable rather than incentivise 
individuals to access part of their pension savings beyond their regular or compulsory pension 
contributions. It is important that individuals continue to provide for their retirement and, it 
would appear, most individuals with AVCs have to date decided to preserve their AVC pension 
savings. For these reasons, I have no plans to extend the measure beyond AVCs.

The broadening of the early access to AVCs provisions did not emerge as a significant issue 
in the various pre-Budget submissions that I received during my preparations for Budget 2014. 

20/11/2013WRG00850National Pensions Reserve Fund Administration

20/11/2013WRG0090056. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the reason it is appropriate 
for the National Pensions Reserve Fund to be used as a source of current Government spending 
when persons are either denied or given very limited access to their pension fund arrangements; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49673/13]

20/11/2013WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The National Pensions Reserve Fund 
(NPRF) was established on 2 April 2001 under the National Pensions Reserve Fund Act 2000 
for the purpose of meeting as much as possible of the cost to the Exchequer of social welfare 
pensions and public service pensions to be paid from the year 2025 until the year 2055, or such 
other year as may be specified by order.   

The Government has decided to establish the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) 
which will absorb the NPRF. The discretionary fund of the NPRF, worth some €6.6 billion at 
end September 2013, will be channelled towards productive investment on commercial terms 
in the Irish economy. 

It is envisaged that the ISIF will seek to leverage and maximise its resources by attracting 
private sector co-investment.  I am conscious that it is important that a level of independence is 
maintained in order to attract that private sector co-investment.  To do this, the fund will need 
to demonstrate clearly that it acts on a commercial basis, so that the very fact that it is prepared 
to finance a proposal will reassure other potential investors that the project is sound.

While the need for the State to provide for social welfare and public service pensions obliga-
tions has not abated, fostering economic activity and employment is currently a greater priority 
and this will in turn put the State in a better position to meet its pension obligations in the longer 
term.

20/11/2013WRG01050Property Taxation Administration

20/11/2013WRG0110057. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if a home owner with a 
mortgage under the repairs in lieu of rehousing scheme from the local authority should have 
been informed of their liability under the local property tax; and if these owners have an exemp-
tion to the LPT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49689/13]

20/11/2013WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) provides that liability for Local Property Tax (LPT) will arise where a per-
son owns a residential property on the liability date, which was 1 May 2013 for 2013 and for 
subsequent years 1 November in the preceding year.  The liability date for 2014 is 1 November 
2013.    
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I assume that the Deputy is referring to the “Improvement Works in Lieu of Local Authority 
Housing Scheme” which allows a local authority to improve or extend a privately owned house 
as an alternative to providing local authority housing.  I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that while the Act provides for a number of specific exemptions from the charge to LPT, 
there is no provision for an exemption for privately owned residential properties that have been 
improved or extended under this local authority scheme.  These properties are therefore subject 
to LPT and the liable person in these instances is the owner of the property.  

As I have previously indicated to the House, liable persons who did not receive a LPT1 
Return from Revenue earlier this year must still self-assess the amount of LPT due, complete 
and file their LPT1 Return and pay the tax due.  As the due date for filing a LPT1 Return for 
2013 was 7 May 2013, the Commissioners recommend that liable persons who did not receive 
correspondence from Revenue should contact the LPT helpline on 1890 200 255 (mobile phone 
users can contact the helpline on 01 702 3049) to file a Return online.  I would strongly encour-
age anyone who has not yet complied with their LPT obligations to contact the LPT Helpline 
and regularise their affairs as a matter of urgency.  

European Stability Programmes

20/11/2013WRH0020058. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the planned date on which 
Ireland will no longer be subject to post-programme surveillance having repaid at least 75% of 
the financial assistance it has received from other member states, the EFSF and other sources.  
[49704/13]

20/11/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Post programme surveillance is a long 
standing feature of IMF assistance programmes. In the European context, Regulation No 
472/2013 which is part of what is known as the “Two-Pack”, now provides for a similar ar-
rangement for euro area member states in a post-programme situation. This is quite normal 
and is part of the wider governance changes that have been put in place at the EU level for 
all Member States to improve the way the euro area functions. In fact, these new governance 
arrangements help deal with some of the major problems that faced the euro area in the past 
and they will help avoid such problems emerging in the future. These new governance arrange-
ments provide reassurance to the markets. They provide an early warning system if problems 
begin to emerge, they reduce the risk of contagion spreading from one Member State to another, 
and they increase peer review pressure to help ensure responsible policies are pursued by all 
Member States in the euro area. This is important for small Member States with very open 
economies such as Ireland. Of course, it works both ways and we must act responsibly too and 
the post-programme surveillance arrangements must be seen in that context.

Under the “Two-Pack” regulation on strengthening economic and budgetary surveillance a 
Post-Programme Surveillance process will be put in place and maintained for a member coun-
try until the balance outstanding under EU-sourced financial assistance falls below 25% of the 
total. EU-sourced financial assistance includes loans from the European Financial Stability 
Facility (EFSF), European Financial Stabilisation Mechanism (EFSM), and from the bilateral 
lenders. The average maturities for the EFSF and EFSM loans were extended by an average of 
seven years following agreement in Dublin in April. In the case of the EFSF, the details of the 
maturity extension have been agreed. However, for the EFSM loans which are funded differ-
ently, the details of the maturity extension will not be known until the existing loans mature. 
It is therefore not possible to give a definitive estimate of the date on which Post-Programme 
Surveillance will cease.
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20/11/2013WRH00350Carbon Tax Implementation

20/11/2013WRH0040059. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider the concerns 
raised by a person (details supplied) in County Limerick regarding the issue of carbon taxation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49727/13]

20/11/2013WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners advise 
me that the application of solid fuel carbon tax (SFCT) is heavily dependant on the regulatory 
regime for coal put in place by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government. The regulatory regime established higher standards for coal supplied in the State 
compared with Northern Ireland, and provides for enforcement of those standards.  Suppliers 
who produce and supply solid fuels unlawfully are subject to investigation and prosecution by 
local authorities and other State agencies charged with enforcing environmental regulations and 
with preventing such supply.

SFCT commenced in May, so it is probably too early, taking account of seasonal factors, to 
assess the effectiveness of the regulatory framework put in place to enable its implementation. 
However, my officials will continue to monitor the SFCT on an ongoing basis.

In terms of the scale of the shadow economy in the fuel sector, I am advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that while there is no reliable estimate of its size, they are very aware of the 
risks, particularly given the price differentials and the different levels of taxation with Northern 
Ireland. I am also advised by the Commissioners that solid fuel traders are subject to the full 
range of compliance interventions and enforcement provisions applied by Revenue for self-as-
sessed taxes.    Suppliers who suspect, or have evidence, that illegal and/or untaxed solid fuel is 
being sold in their area should report this to their Local Authority and to Revenue, respectively, 
either directly or through their representative associations. Reports of this nature have been 
received recently by Revenue and, as with all such reports, are being treated confidentially and 
will be risk assessed and where appropriate investigated for unpaid tax liabilities.

20/11/2013WRH00550Pension Provisions

20/11/2013WRH0060060. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance if preferential tax treatment for 
public sector pensions is proposed in the Finance Bill; the basis for same; if the same policy 
applies to the private sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49736/13]

20/11/2013WRH0070065. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
the rules on defined benefit pensions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49773/13]

20/11/2013WRH00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 60 and 
65 together.

As both questions 60 and 65 relate to the changes to the Standard Fund Threshold (SFT) re-
gime announced in my 2014 Budget Statement and reflected in the recently published Finance 
(No. 2) Bill 2013, I propose to deal with them together.

The primary purpose of the changes I am making to the SFT regime is to further restrict the 
capacity of higher earners to fund or accrue large pensions through tax-subsidised sources. The 
SFT regime does not and was never intended to impact on the vast majority of ordinary workers 
in either the public or private sector who are on middle or lower incomes.

The SFT regime addresses the problem of pension overfunding and excessive pension ac-
crual by dealing with it at the point of pension drawdown in retirement rather than by applying 
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restrictions to pension savings or accrual upfront. The regime achieves this by imposing a penal 
tax charge on the value of retirement benefits above set limits when they are drawn down. In 
this way it acts to discourage the building up of large pension funds in the first place or unwinds 
the tax advantage of such overfunding by clawing back, through the penal tax charge, the tax 
relief granted.

The changes I am making can be summarised as follows:

- firstly, the absolute value of the SFT is being reduced, with effect from 1 January 2014, 
from €2.3m to €2m;

- secondly, the valuation factor to be used for establishing the capital value of defined ben-
efit (DB) pension rights at the point of retirement, where this takes place after 1 January 2014, is 
being changed from the current standard valuation factor of 20 to a range of higher age–related 
valuation factors that will vary with the individual’s age at the point at which the pension rights 
are drawn down;

- thirdly, in calculating the capital value of a DB pension at the point of retirement, transi-
tional arrangements provide for a “split” calculation where part of the pension had already been 
accrued at 1 January 2014 so that the part accrued up to that date will be valued at a factor of 
20 and the part accrued after that date valued at the appropriate higher age-related valuation 
factor; and

- finally, the reimbursement options, introduced in Finance Act 2012, for public servants 
affected by chargeable excess tax are being amended and extended.

As occurred on the occasion of the introduction of the SFT regime in 2005, and again when 
the value of the SFT limit was reduced to €2.3m in 2010, the legislation contained in the Fi-
nance Bill provides for an individual who has pension rights on 1 January 2014 in excess of the 
new lower SFT limit of €2m, to claim a Personal Fund Threshold (PFT) from Revenue in order 
to protect or “grandfather” the value of those rights on that date. This is subject to a maximum 
PFT of €2.3m, and individuals with PFTs from 2005 or 2010 retain those PFTs.

As before, the “grandfathering” provisions contained in the legislation reflect legal advice 
from the Attorney General. However, unlike previous occasions, the grandfathering arrange-
ments this time around had to take cognisance not just of the reduction in the absolute level 
of the SFT from 1 January 2014, but also of the increase, from that date, in the factors for 
converting DB pension rights into capital value equivalents. It is for that reason, lest there be 
any suggestion that the changes had retrospective application, that DB rights accrued up to 1 
January 2014 are to be capitalised at the existing valuation factor of 20, both for the purposes 
of determining if there is a PFT and for the purposes of placing a capital value on those rights 
at the time of retirement, where that takes place after 1 January 2014.

The changes and grandfathering arrangements outlined above apply, as appropriate, to both 
DB and defined contribution (DC) pension arrangements in both the private and public sectors. 
As regards DB pension arrangements, it is irrelevant whether an individual is a higher paid 
civil/public servant or a highly paid member of a private sector DB scheme, the same SFT rules 
apply to all such arrangements.

Specifically, the new lower SFT limit will apply to both DC and DB arrangements. Those 
in DC pension arrangements can seek a PFT from Revenue if the capital value of their arrange-
ments exceeds €2m on 1 January 2014, subject to a maximum PFT of €2.3m. If the value of 
their DC pension arrangements is below the SFT on 1 January 2014, their funds can continue 
to accumulate up to €2m through further tax-relieved pension contributions and fund growth, 
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subject to the various annual contribution and earnings limits that apply, without any risk of a 
chargeable excess arising. Members of DB pension arrangements can equally aspire to a maxi-
mum “tax–relieved” fund of €2m. However, in the case of DB pension arrangements, members 
of such arrangements do not have individual “earmarked” funds (as is the case in DC arrange-
ments) and this, coupled with the fact that the value of pension benefits in DB arrangements 
reflect a “benefit promise” based on salary and service as compared to the market value of the 
pension funds in DC arrangements, dictates that the capital value of pension rights arising under 
DB arrangements has to be determined in some other way.

The SFT regime provides (and has always provided) a simple formula for this purpose. The 
formula essentially requires the annual amount of pension payable to an individual under the 
arrangement to be multiplied by a valuation or capitalisation factor in order to establish the 
capital value, both for PFT purposes and for the purposes of establishing the value of DB pen-
sion rights at the point of retirement. Up to now, a single valuation factor of 20 has been used 
for these purposes. In light, however, of the major criticism levelled at the existing SFT regime, 
that the fixed rate conversion factor of 20:1 was inequitable relative to DC pension arrange-
ments given the higher market annuity rates that those with DC pension arrangements could 
face if they were to purchase annuities, I have moved to introduce higher age-related factors. 
This will substantially improve the equity between DC and DB arrangements and as between 
those who retire at younger ages and those who retire later in life. These are significant changes.

The value of DB pension rights accrued up to 1 January 2014 will, under the grandfather-
ing requirements, be valued for the purposes of the SFT regime at the existing factor of 20. If 
the capital value so determined exceeds the new lower SFT limit of €2m, such individuals may 
seek a PFT from Revenue, subject to the overall limit of €2.3m referred to earlier. In such cases, 
additional pension benefits accrued after 1 January will be valued using the relevant higher 
age-related factor and will, as for DC arrangements, be fully exposed to chargeable excess tax. 
Where the capital value of DB rights is less than €2m on 1 January, such individuals may con-
tinue to accrue pension rights up to the SFT limit but those additional rights will be valued at 
the relevant higher age-related factor.

Whether DB or DC arrangements are involved, on each occasion that an individual becomes 
entitled to receive a benefit under a pension arrangement for the first time (called a “benefit 
crystallisation event” or BCE) they use up part of their SFT or PFT, as the case may be. At each 
BCE, a capital value has to be attributed to the benefits that crystallise and the value is then 
tested against the SFT or the individual’s PFT, as appropriate, by the pension scheme adminis-
trator. For DC pension arrangements, the capital value of pension rights when they are drawn 
down after 1 January 2014 is simply the value of the assets in the arrangement that represent the 
member’s accumulated rights on that date, in other words the value of the DC fund at the point 
of drawdown. In the case of DB pension arrangements, the default position is that the capital 
value of such rights drawn down after 1 January 2014 is determined by multiplying the gross 
annual pension that would be payable to the individual by the appropriate age-related valuation 
factor. If the DB arrangement provides for a separate lump sum entitlement (otherwise than by 
way of commutation of part of the pension) e.g. most public service schemes, the value of the 
lump sum is added to the capital value of the DB pension to arrive at the overall capital value.

However, reflecting the grandfathering requirements referred to earlier, where part of the 
DB pension has been accrued at 1 January 2014 and part after that date, the transitional arrange-
ments provide for the part accrued at 1 January to be valued at the factor of 20 and the part ac-
crued after that date at the appropriate higher age-related factor.

When the capital value of a BCE, either on its own or when aggregated with earlier BCEs, 
exceeds the SFT, or an individual’s PFT, the excess is subject to an immediate tax charge at 
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41%, which   has to be paid upfront by the pension fund administrator and recovered from the 
individual. In addition, when the remainder of the excess is subsequently drawn down as a pen-
sion (or, for example, by way of a distribution from an Approved Retirement Fund or vested 
Personal Retirement Savings Account) it is subject to tax at the individual’s marginal rate, thus 
giving rise to an effective income tax rate on a chargeable excess of some 65%, excluding any 
liability to USC and PRSI.

The Finance Bill also amends and extends the reimbursement options, introduced in Fi-
nance Act 2012, for public servants affected by chargeable excess tax who are required to 
reimburse the public sector pension fund administrator for the upfront payment of the tax to 
Revenue. Unlike affected individuals in the private sector, public servants cannot minimise or 
prevent the breaching of the SFT or PFT by ceasing contributions or benefit accrual. The focus 
of the changes is to reduce the amount that can be recovered from the net retirement lump sum 
payable to the individual to a maximum of 20% of the net lump sum (from 50%) and to include 
the option of reimbursement of the pension fund administrator solely by way of a reduction in 
the gross pension payable over a period not exceeding 20 years.

Tax Rebates

20/11/2013WRH0090061. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance if he will query a case with the 
Revenue Commissioners (details supplied) involving a self-employed person who believes they 
are entitled to an additional rebate due to a period when they had ceased trading and were on 
sick leave.  [49737/13]

20/11/2013WRH01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the person’s tax affairs were the subject of a Revenue audit in 2010.  In the course 
of the audit a number of material discrepancies were identified in the person’s VAT and RCT 
returns. No explanation for the discrepancies was supplied. The person has subsequently made 
several approaches to Revenue seeking a refund of tax which he considers is due to him. On 
each occasion he has been advised that the question of any tax refund will not be considered 
until a satisfactory explanation of the discrepancies, which were set out in Revenue’s letters to 
him dated 16 November 2011 and 5 July 2012, has been furnished.

Credit Unions

20/11/2013WRH0110062. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Finance if the affidavits and resolution 
report published by the Central Bank following the transfer of the business of Newbridge Credit 
Union to Permanent TSB will be forwarded to the Director of Public Prosecutions for investiga-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49738/13]

20/11/2013WRH01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has placed the af-
fidavit and the Resolution report, in relation to Newbridge Credit Union, on its website*. Any 
enforcement issues arising at Newbridge are a matter for the Central Bank, in the first instance, 
in its capacity as Regulator of the Credit Unions.

Section 33AK, subsection (3)(a) of the Central Bank Act 1942 requires the Central Bank to 
report information to other bodies, including the Garda Síochána if it is suspected that a crimi-
nal offence has been committed by a supervised entity or that a supervised entity has contra-
vened a provision of the relevant Act. However, I understand that no such offences have been 
identified by the Central Bank.
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*www.centralbank.ie/press-area/press-releases/Pages/CentralBankconfirmstransferofNew-
bridgeCreditUniontopermanenttsb.aspx

20/11/2013WRH01250Banking Sector Regulation

20/11/2013WRH0130063. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the arrangements or proposed 
arrangements that are in place with the German bank KfW to aid Irish small and medium enter-
prises or other economic sectors.  [49749/13]

20/11/2013WRH0140081. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if the German bank KfW holds or 
has applied for a banking licence here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49823/13]

20/11/2013WRH0150082. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if a memorandum of understand-
ing is being drawn up between the Irish and German authorities regarding the role that KfW 
bank will take in making credit available to Irish business; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [49824/13]

20/11/2013WRH0160083. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the expected level of credit KfW 
will make available to Irish business; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49825/13]

20/11/2013WRH0170084. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if KfW will lend directly to Irish 
businesses or through Irish banks as intermediaries; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [49826/13]

20/11/2013WRH0180085. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if he expects KfW to compete 
directly with the State-supported banks for the provision of credit to small and medium sized 
enterprises; or if he sees the bank meeting a currently unfulfilled role; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [49827/13]

20/11/2013WRH0190086. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if the role envisaged for KfW is 
complementary to an alternative to the programme for Government commitment to establish a 
strategic investment bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49828/13]

20/11/2013WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 63 and 
81 to 86, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Taoiseach mentioned in this House last week that he had 
held discussions with Chancellor Merkel. Germany is keen to help and specifically to find 
ways to reinforce Ireland’s economic recovery by improving funding mechanisms for the real 
economy, including access to finance for Irish SMEs. The German Government has asked KfW, 
the German development bank, to work with the German and Irish authorities swiftly, in order 
to deliver on this initiative at the earliest possible date.

Officials of my Department, have already exchanged working papers on this subject with 
KfW and the German Ministry of Finance. We have held a consultation with the German em-
bassy in Dublin which helped pave the way for discussions with the German Ministry which 
were held in Berlin yesterday and further discussions will be held with KfW and other key 
stakeholders over the coming weeks both here and in Germany.

I am keen to see the establishment of a healthy and balanced relationship. As we are trying 
to ensure that any initiative that comes out of this process is as effective as it can be, we will be 
discussing approaches that meet the strategic objectives of both States and ultimately facilitate 
lending to the real economy, in particular SMEs in Ireland. This relationship may take the form 
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of a Memorandum of Understanding or a contract or indeed we may formalise that relationship 
in some more appropriate fashion.

KfW’s model in Germany is to lend through commercial banks. Whereas in the case of their 
agreement with Spain they provided a loan to ICO, the Spanish state investment bank who then 
lent the funding on to the commercial banks in Spain. All appropriate options will be considered 
in the course of the discussions with KfW for the Irish case.

KfW hold a banking licence in Germany and under the rules of the EU can passport into 
Ireland if this was deemed necessary without a requirement to obtain an Irish banking licence. 
I should note that KfW’s IPEX bank (its Import Export Bank) notified the central bank of its 
intention to passport into Ireland in January 2008. However, this is unrelated to the recent an-
nouncement.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government has decided to establish the Ireland Strategic 
Investment Fund (ISIF) which will absorb the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF). Using 
the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, we will maximise our resources to enhance growth in the 
Irish economy and improve key infrastructure to maintain Ireland’s attractiveness as a place to 
do business and to create employment. Officials of my Department are currently preparing the 
necessary legislation which I anticipate will be enacted early next year. Already, in the lifetime 
of this Government, the NPRF has established funds that support both strategic projects and a 
number that support SME financing.

Further assessment of the need to create a Strategic Investment Bank over and above the 
contribution expected from the ISIF will be informed by the requirements of the economy once 
the Government’s key immediate objectives for the repair of the banking system have been 
completed.

We have not set targets for any Strategic Investment Bank as its role has yet to be fully 
defined and due to State Aid considerations its potential market is likely to be somewhat pre-
scribed. Experience in other countries suggests that any lending facilitated by a state investment 
institution like KfW or an Irish State Investment Bank is generally complementary to lending 
already taking place in an economy and can in fact assist commercial banks with access to 
cheaper credit lines such as from the European Investment Bank.

20/11/2013WRH02050Property Taxation Administration

20/11/2013WRH0210064. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding pay-
ment of the property tax where a house is sold in 2013, but the contract is not finalised before 
1 November 2013, thereby making the vendor liable for the charge in 2014 although he would 
no longer own or occupy the property in that tax year; if the vendor is entitled to a refund from 
the Revenue Commissioners in any circumstance; if the purchaser is entitled to a refund from 
the Revenue Commissioners where the tax for 2014 formed part of the sale agreement on the 
understanding at the time that there was a liability on the property, but which is no longer the 
case following recent clarification from the Revenue Commissioners regarding exemptions for 
non-first-time buyers.  [49753/13]

20/11/2013WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In accordance with the Finance (Local 
Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended), liability for Local Property Tax (LPT) will arise where 
a person owns a residential property on the liability date, which was 1 May 2013 for 2013 and 
for subsequent years, 1 November in the preceding year.

As I informed the House in my replies to a number of Questions on this matter, most recent-
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ly in my reply to Questions Nos. [49518/13] and [49556/13] on 19 November 2013, where a 
liable person sells their residential property between 2 November 2013 and 31 December 2013, 
provided that they owned the property on 1 November 2013, they will be liable to pay LPT on 
that property for 2014.  I also noted that detailed guidance on LPT issues arising in the context 
of the sale or transfer of a residential property was prepared by the Revenue Commissioners 
in consultation with the Law Society and is available on the Revenue website at http://www.
revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/sale-transfer-property.html.

For a tax such as LPT to function properly, legislation must specify a liability date for the 
tax to have application for a particular year.  Whatever date is prescribed, the question of liabil-
ity when there is a change of ownership has to be managed, and I expect that the LPT liability 
involved is likely to be factored in during negotiations between the parties on the sale price and 
the closing date of a particular contract.

An individual selling a property will often be purchasing another property at around the 
same time.  While a vendor who owns a property on 1 November 2013 is liable for the 2014 
LPT on that property, if s/he does not purchase another property before 1 November 2013 s/he 
will not be liable for the 2014 LPT on that “replacement” property - whoever is the owner as of 
1 November 2013 will be liable.

I am advised by the Commissioners that no refund of 2014 LPT arises in the case of a 
vendor who owned the residential property on 1 November 2013, as s/he is the liable person 
on the relevant liability date.  A purchaser who buys a residential property after 1 November 
2013 is not liable for LPT for 2014 and as such, the question of a refund of LPT does not arise.  
However a person who purchases a residential property after 1 November 2013 but on or before 
31 December 2013 may qualify for an exemption from LPT for 2015 and 2016 provided they 
occupy the property as their sole or main residence and continue to do so until the end of 2016.

Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 60.

20/11/2013WRJ00250Economic Growth Rate

20/11/2013WRJ0030066. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the position as indicated to 
his European colleagues in the context of Ireland’s exit from the bailout programme; the extent 
to which he is satisfied that the decision will assist towards economic recovery; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [49791/13]

20/11/2013WRJ0040067. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
economic fundamentals have improved in this economy in the past three years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [49792/13]

20/11/2013WRJ0050072. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he ex-
pects economic growth to improve in 2014; the factors within the control of this country which 
are likely to be most effective in this context; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[49797/13]

20/11/2013WRJ00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 66, 67 
and 72 together. 

As the Deputy is aware, the Government decided on 14 November that Ireland is now in the 
best position to exit the EU-IMF programme of financial assistance on December 15 without 
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the need to prearrange a new precautionary credit line.

The Government’s assessment is that the best option for Ireland is to exit the programme 
as planned in December without a prearranged backstop for a number of reasons, including 
prevailing market conditions, progress in improving the public finances, and the new European 
fiscal governance architecture.

Regarding economic performance, the economy recorded a second successive year of 
growth in 2012 having contracted for three successive years from 2008 to 2010.  This recovery 
has been driven by strong export growth over the period, reflecting, in part, the considerable 
competitiveness gains achieved in the last number of years. Inflation in Ireland has been below 
or on par with that of the euro area average for every month since March 2008 and the latest 
European Commission forecasts suggests a 22 per cent improvement in unit labour cost relative 
to the euro area average between 2008 and 2014.

Domestic activity contracted sharply following the collapse of the property market, with 
domestic demand decreasing significantly between 2008 and 2012. This has had severe ramifi-
cations for the labour market with the unemployment rate increasing by around 10 percentage 
points over this period. 

However, recent indications have been that domestic demand is stabilising and is moving on 
to a modest recovery path. Personal consumption was up by 0.7 per cent in the second quarter 
and healthy retail sales in the third quarter, along with improving consumer sentiment, bode 
well for the second half of the year. We have also seen a return to growth in ‘core’ (excluding 
planes) investment, with both construction and machinery and equipment growing in recent 
quarters.

Perhaps most pertinently, employment has now increased in each of the last four quarters, 
with employment up 1.8 per cent year-on-year in the second quarter. In line with this, the stan-
dardised unemployment rate stood at 13.2 per cent in October, having fallen from a peak of 15.1 
per cent early last year. While I would stress that more must be done to tackle the still high level 
of unemployment, it is clear that we are now moving in the right direction.

Growth of 0.2 per cent is forecast this year, with patent expiry in the pharmaceutical sector 
impacting on output in Ireland. Current forecasts for 2014 are for an acceleration in the pace of 
economic growth, with GDP forecast to increase by 2.0 per cent. The contribution from domes-
tic demand is expected to strengthen, which is encouraging. On the assumption of a pick-up in 
trading partner growth, exports are set to increase once again, although the potential for further 
reductions in pharma-chem output presents a notable risk to this projection.

Through the fiscal adjustment measures that the Government has implemented since 2011, 
stability has been restored to the public finances.  Having met and exceeded all of our deficit 
targets to date, we remain on track to bring our deficit below 3 per cent of GDP in 2015.  

Irish sovereign yields are now at about 3½ per cent, a fraction of the highs reached in sum-
mer 2011. This is due in no small part to successful re-negotiation of the terms of the EU-IMF 
programme and the promissory note deal, as well as the overall confidence in the future of eco-
nomic and monetary union. However, the improvement in yields is also down to the Govern-
ment’s fiscal strategy which has seen the consistent delivery of deficit reduction.  A reduced cost 
of borrowing for the Government reduces the interest bill which has to be paid by the taxpayer, 
and, over the long term serves to keep economy-wide interest rates low in order to stimulate 
investment. On foot on this progress and prudent debt management policies, Ireland’s debt ra-
tio is now expected to decline in 2014 and remain on a downward trajectory thereafter. Budget 
2014 also forecasts a modest primary surplus next year. This means that, excluding debt service 
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costs, revenues are sufficient to meet expenditures. 

The process of rebuilding the economy takes time. The approach the Government is adopt-
ing is designed to implement the necessary changes in a manner that positions the economy to 
grow into the future and instils confidence in Ireland at home and abroad. 

20/11/2013WRJ00650State Savings Schemes

20/11/2013WRJ0070068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which any 
consideration might be given to the launch of a Government development bond which might 
assist economic recovery with particular reference to the need to provide a channel whereby 
those with savings might obtain a reasonable return on their investment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [49793/13]

20/11/2013WRJ0080075. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which eco-
nomic analysis has been undertaken with a view to identifying the best means of harnessing 
savings and investments funds at a time of low banking interest rates; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [49800/13]

20/11/2013WRJ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 68 and 
75 together. 

The National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) offers a range of savings products to 
personal savers under the brand name State Savings. NTMA State Savings products have been 
an important and dependable component of Government borrowing for many years and make 
a valuable contribution to the national finances. The suite of State Savings products includes 
Savings Certificates, Savings Bonds, Prize Bonds, the National Solidarity Bond, Instalment 
Savings and Deposit Accounts such as the Ordinary Deposit Account and the Deposit Account 
Plus.

The ten-year National Solidarity Bond was introduced in 2010 specifically to allow citizens 
an opportunity to invest and provide money to the State to stimulate economic recovery and to 
assist in the maintenance and creation of employment. A four-year National Solidarity Bond 
was introduced in 2011. The four-year National Solidarity Bond offers a fixed return of 12%, 
while the ten-year Solidarity Bond offers a return of 45%. Savers have invested a total of over 
approximately €1.671 billion in the National Solidarity Bond to date.

The NTMA is responsible for the State Savings products and keep the suite of State Savings 
products and the interest rates paid on them under constant review to ensure that the products 
remain competitive and attractive to savers, while balancing the funding requirements and fi-
nancing costs of the State. 

In addition to the above, my Department is currently working on legislation to establish the 
Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF). The ISIF will have a commercial Ireland-focused in-
vestment mandate that supports economic growth and employment. Work is already underway 
by economic consultants (appointed by the NTMA) to assist in identify the linkages between 
commercial investment and economic growth and employment. Establishing the ISIF will un-
lock €6.6 billion of NPRF resources (as at end September 2013) for commercial investment in 
Ireland, ensuring that the State uses the resources available to it to support economic growth 
and employment in Ireland. I expect that the ISIF will be an important resource for Ireland in 
the years to come.

Question No. 69 answered with Question No. 24.
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20/11/2013WRJ01050Economic Policy

20/11/2013WRJ0110070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which savings 
from other jurisdictions might be attracted here post the exit from the bailout programme with 
particular reference to the need to create an attractive environment for economic recovery; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [49795/13]

20/11/2013WRJ01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Medium Term Economic Strategy, 
which will be published shortly, will set out the principles that will guide economic and fiscal 
policy out to 2020. By setting out the macroeconomic and fiscal framework to govern the post-
programme period, the Medium Term Economic Strategy will provide certainty and confidence 
to investors, both domestically and internationally and support economic recovery.

20/11/2013WRJ01250Tax Yield

20/11/2013WRJ0130071. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which Exche-
quer returns continue to indicate meeting various taxations targets under their respective head-
ings as envisaged for budget 2013; the way he expects this to impact on future performance in 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49796/13]

20/11/2013WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Tax revenues in the period to end-Octo-
ber remain largely in line with the 2013 published profile coming in some €37 million (0.1%) 
ahead of profile, despite some variations at individual tax head level. Notwithstanding this posi-
tion, the forecast of €37,825 million for 2013, as set out in Budget 2014 stands.  This represents 
a fall of €125 million (0.3%) on the original Budget 2013 forecast.  Moving to individual tax 
heads, excise duties continue to be below profile with declines in receipts from alcohol and 
tobacco the main contributors. 

As discussed in the Budget 2014 booklet, the shortfall in value added tax (VAT) can be 
largely explained by a sector specific issue unrelated to personal consumption expenditure. En-
couragingly, receipts during the most recent VAT due month of September, reflective of trading 
during July and August, was up €80 million on expectations. This is consistent with the uptick 
in retail sales over the summer and the impact of the change in the car registration system. 
Nevertheless, despite its positive momentum in the domestic economy, a small shortfall against 
profile is expected.

Turning to income tax, the largest tax head, performance in the year to date has been healthy. 
The position at end-October is a small shortfall of 1% against profile. This is substantially at-
tributable to the lower than expected DIRT receipts as a result of the low interest rate environ-
ment.  Encouragingly, other elements of income tax are actually ahead of target, reflective of 
the better than expected performance of the labour market.

Against these downsides, there has also been an over performance relative to expectation in 
some key tax heads, with corporation tax performing particularly well, up €235 million against 
profile to end October.  Stamp duties are also recording a surplus against profile to end October, 
with volumes increasing across the board from property transactions to share disposals.

The following table set outs the original Budget 2013 forecasts for each tax head, the re-
vised forecast outturn for 2013 and the forecast for 2014 as set out in Budget 2014 last month.
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Exchequer Tax Revenues 2013 - 2014

- Original Budget 
2013 Forecast

Forecast Outturn 
2013

Budget Forecast 
2014

- €m €m €m
Customs 250 250 255
Excise Duty 4,920 4,720 4,815
Capital Gains Tax 420 390 400
Capital Acquisitions 
Tax

375 405 380

Stamp Duty 1,180 1,310 1,475
income Tax 15,860 15,730 17,045
Corporation Tax 4,135 4,355 4,380
Value Added Tax 10,560 10,365 10,740
Local Property Tax 250 300 550
Total 37,950 37,825 40,040
  

  Source: Department of Finance

Figures are rounded to the nearest €5 million.

The performance for October 2013 does not warrant a change to the 2013 outturn forecast 
as Budget 2014, which was based on the performance to the end of September. Consequently, 
the forecast for 2014 tax revenue also stands.

Question No. 72 answered with Question No. 66.

Credit Availability

20/11/2013WRK0030073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he ex-
pects credit to become more available to the smaller indigenous business sector; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [49798/13]

20/11/2013WRK00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Facilitating access to finance for SMEs 
is a key aspect of the Action Plan for Jobs 2013.  It is the Government’s vision that all viable 
businesses operating in Ireland should have the opportunity to access sufficient finance to meet 
their enterprise needs in a manner that supports growth and employment in the economy.  The 
Government has imposed SME lending targets on AIB and Bank of Ireland for the three cal-
endar years, 2011 to 2013.  Each bank was required to sanction lending of at least €3 billion in 
2011, €3.5 billion in 2012 and €4 billion in 2013 for new or increased credit facilities to SMEs.  
Both banks achieved their 2011 and 2012 targets. 

AIB and Bank of Ireland are expected to lend to viable businesses both for investment and 
working capital purposes.  The Credit Review Office is available to assist businesses which 
have been refused credit.  The recent CRO report shows that the Credit Review Office upheld 
the credit appeal in 150 cases or 55% of cases decided.  The upheld appeals have resulted in 
€18.5 million in credit being made available to SMEs and farms, protecting 1,521 jobs. In the 
recent Budget, I increased the CRO appeals threshold from €500,000 to €3 million and I would 
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strongly encourage SMEs refused credit to seek a review by the Office. 

The Government has taken a number of actions to improve the situation in relation to credit 
availability to SMEs.  The range of credit options available to SMEs now include the Micro-
enterprise Loan scheme which can facilitate up to €40million in additional lending to micro-
enterprises over the next five years.  In addition, the Credit Guarantee Scheme is designed for 
SMEs who, because of lack of collateral or because of the specialised sector they operate in, 
face difficulties in accessing bank credit.  

It is vital that the banks continue to make credit available to support economic recovery.  
However, it is not in the interest of the banks, businesses or the economy for finance to be pro-
vided unless the business is viable and has the capacity to meet the interest payments and repay 
the sum borrowed.

More generally, small businesses can benefit from support, guidance and advice provided at 
local level through the network of County Enterprise Boards which are currently being trans-
formed into Local Enterprise Offices with closer links to businesses in their local area.

2014 will see the introduction of a new training programme for SMEs, designed to enhance 
the financial and business planning capabilities of participants and provide expert mentoring 
support. Launching initially on a pilot basis involving 1,000 businesses, the 2-day programme 
aims to equip SMEs with the necessary tools to improve their ability to secure business financ-
ing.

A full suite of developmental business supports, totalling approximately €2bn, is available 
from State bodies and agencies.  The Government is developing a comprehensive communica-
tion strategy to increase awareness of these supports.  This strategy will encompass the revised 
Credit Guarantee Scheme with a view to increasing awareness amongst SMEs.

Separately, as the Deputy is aware, the Taoiseach mentioned in this House last week that 
he had held discussions with Chancellor Merkel.  Germany is keen to help and specifically to 
find ways to reinforce Ireland’s economic recovery by improving funding mechanisms for the 
real economy, including access to finance for Irish SMEs.  The German Government has asked 
KfW, the German development bank, to work with the German and Irish authorities swiftly, in 
order to deliver on this initiative at the earliest possible date.

Economic Growth Initiatives

20/11/2013WRK0050074. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he and 
his Department can repeat measures deemed to be most effective in the generation of economic 
activity and job creation throughout the economy in the past three years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [49799/13]

20/11/2013WRK00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Since the Government has taken office, 
all of its economic policies have been designed with the goal of strengthening economic activ-
ity and putting the labour market back on a sounded footing.  In 2012 the economy recorded a 
second successive year of growth after three successive years of contraction. This recovery has 
been driven by strong export growth over the period reflecting, in part, the considerable com-
petitiveness gains achieved in the last number of years.  In addition to this, recent indications 
show that domestic demand is stabilising and is moving on to a modest recovery path.  Personal 
consumption was up by 0.7 per cent in the second quarter of this year and healthy retail sales in 
the third quarter, along with improving consumer sentiment, bode well for the second half of the 
year.  We have also seen a return to growth in ‘core’ (excluding planes) investment, with both 
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construction and machinery and equipment growing in the second quarter.  My Department 
projects economic growth again for this year as a whole.

Perhaps most pertinently, employment has now increased in each of the last four quarters, 
with employment up 1.8 per cent in the year to the second quarter, the strongest pace of job cre-
ation since 2008.  Encouragingly this growth consisted of both full and part-time employment 
and was broad based across the different sectors of the economy.  In addition, the standardised 
unemployment rate reduced further in October, to 13.2 per cent, which is the lowest level since 
March 2010, but still unacceptably high.

The Government has and continues to prioritise getting people back to work. It has imple-
mented a range of measures that have been effective in job creation over the past few years. I 
feel all the various initiatives have worked in unison to bring about the labour market improve-
ment.

For instance, the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 builds on the success of the Action Plan for Jobs 
2012, by focusing on creating an environment conducive to job creation. It will support job 
creation by:

-   Building Competitive Advantage;

-   Assisting Indigenous Business to Grow;

-   Driving Entrepreneurship at Community and Local Level;

-   Developing and Deepening the Impact of FDI; and

-   Fostering Sectoral Opportunities.

In addition to the Action Plan for Jobs, Pathways to work 2013, published in July 2013, is 
a 50-point action plan that focuses on labour market activation and builds on the success of 
Pathways to Work 2012.

This plan focuses on:

-   More regular and on-going engagement with the unemployed;

-   Greater targeting of activation places and opportunities;

-   Incentivising both the take-up of opportunities and employers to provide more jobs for 
people who are unemployed; and

-   Reforming institutions to deliver better services to the unemployed.

In addition to these economy-wide initiatives, the Government has also introduced sector-
specific initiatives aimed at supporting job creation. Take for example the tourism and hospi-
tality sector where The Gathering Ireland 2013, along with the reduced VAT rate of 9 per cent 
introduced for the tourism and hospitality sectors in the May 2011 Jobs Initiative, has supported 
the 8 per cent increase in employment in the year to the second quarter of 2013.

All of these initiatives are having a positive effect, but this is still clearly lots to do.  The task 
now is to build on this by maintaining the momentum generated by these successful measures.

Question No. 75 answered with Question No. 68.

International Tax Strategy
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20/11/2013WRK0080076. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the steps taken unilaterally 
or in conjunction with his EU colleagues to rebut suggestions of the existence of a tax haven 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49801/13]

20/11/2013WRK00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I outlined in my Budget speech on 
15 October last, reputation is becoming more and more a vital factor in winning foreign direct 
investment.  In the past year the issue of the taxation of multinational corporations has come 
increasingly to the fore.  These are global challenges which require global solutions.  Countries 
cannot resolve these problems by acting on their own.  As I have said previously I want Ireland 
to be involved in this process and that is why on Budget day I published Ireland’s International 
Tax Strategy which sets out Ireland’s objectives and commitments in relation to these issues.  
In addition I have included a change in the recent Finance Bill that will mean Irish registered 
companies cannot be stateless in terms of their place of tax residency.   The Deputy will be 
aware that within the EU, Governments retain sovereignty over their taxation systems.  In that 
context, I would not be seeking support from my EU colleagues about mis-informed comments 
about Ireland.  Commentators of whatever ilk, are entitled to decide for themselves how to de-
fine a tax haven.  However, the internationally accepted standard is set down by the OECD, who 
have identified four criteria to define tax havens.  Ireland does not meet any of these criteria.  
Indeed the Secretary General of the OECD as well as the OECD’s head of taxation policy have 
on several occasions stated quite clearly that Ireland is not a tax haven.

The Deputy will recall that the European Commissioner for Taxation, Algirdas Semeta, was 
quite categorical about Ireland not being a tax haven when he appeared before a Dáil Commit-
tee as part of the preparations for Ireland’s Presidency of the EU.

Bank Charges

20/11/2013WRK0100077. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which bank 
charges continue to be monitored by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [49802/13]

20/11/2013WRK01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I, as Minister for Finance have no statu-
tory role in relation to bank charges imposed by regulated financial institutions.  This is a com-
mercial matter for the lending institutions concerned.  The Central Bank has advised me that un-
der Section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act, 1995 (as amended), credit institutions, including 
prescribed credit institutions, and bureaux de change must notify the Central Bank of Ireland 
if they wish to introduce a new customer charge or increase an existing customer charge, for 
providing any of the following services:

- making and receiving payments; 

- providing foreign exchange facilities; 

- providing and granting credit; 

- maintaining and administrating transaction accounts. 

The Central Bank assesses these notifications based on four criteria as set out in the legisla-
tion: 

- The promotion of fair competition;  

- The commercial justification; 
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- The effect new charges or increases in existing charges will have on customers; and

- Passing on costs to customers.

The Programme Documents (the Memorandum of Understanding on Specific Economic 
Policy Conditionality and the Memorandum of Economic and Financial Policies) agreed fol-
lowing the 10th Review of the EU-IMF Programme of Financial Support include a commitment 
to carry out an assessment of banks’ fee income by end-December 2013 as follows:

The authorities will assess banks’  fee income relative to peers in selected other jurisdic-
tions. Based on this assessment they will complete an external review of the regulation of bank 
fees.

This review is ongoing and is scheduled to be completed by end December 2013.  On com-
pletion of the current review I will determine the appropriate steps to take in relation to Section 
149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995.

Mortgage Arrears Proposals

20/11/2013WRK0120078. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which any 
efforts are being made to address the damage to credit ratings in the small business sector with 
particular reference to situations where household mortgage arrears have begun to affect busi-
ness in this context; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49803/13]

20/11/2013WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In June 2013 the Central Bank set quar-
terly institution-specific performance targets for covered banks to move distressed SME bor-
rowers on to longer-term solutions.  The targets set reflect the banks’ capacity, processes and 
systems.  I should stress that the Credit Review process remains available to any SMEs whose 
credit has been reduced or withdrawn by the pillar banks as well as when credit is refused by 
them.  The recent Credit Review Office report shows that the Office upheld the credit appeal 
in 150 cases or 55% of cases decided. The upheld appeals have resulted in €18.5 million in 
credit being made available to SMEs and farms, protecting 1,521 jobs.  In the recent Budget, I 
increased the CRO appeals threshold from €500,000 to €3 million and I would strongly encour-
age SMEs refused credit to seek a review by the Office. 

The Government recognises that SMEs are the lifeblood of the economy and will play a vi-
tal role in the recovery of employment growth in our country.  It also recognises that businesses 
with legacy debts may be viable.  One of the key priorities of the Programme for Government is 
to ensure that an adequate pool of credit is available to fund SMEs in the real economy during 
the restructuring and downsizing programme.

Regarding mortgage debt and personal debt, following on from the recommendations of 
the 2011 Inter-Departmental Report on Mortgage Arrears the Government has put in place a 
comprehensive strategy to address the problem.  The main elements of this are:-

Innovative Personal Insolvency Reform: The Personal Insolvency Act, in place since the 
end of 2012, now provides accessible statutory insolvency frameworks to allow debtors and 
creditors reach arrangements to resolve unsustainable mortgage and personal debt positions.  
The Insolvency Service of Ireland, which was officially launched in April, is now in a position 
to process insolvency applications from debtors.

Comprehensive Advice and Guidance:  In addition to existing arrangements, the Govern-
ment has introduced a range of information and guidance resources to assist mortgage holders 
through what can be a difficult and stressful process.  A dedicated website, www.keepingy-
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ourhome.ie, has been put in place to provide general public information on mortgages arrears 
issues.  In addition, there is a Mortgage Arrears Information Helpline, which was established 
under the aegis of the Citizens Information Board, to provide more tailored information to in-
dividual callers.  Finally, a panel of accountants has been put in place to provide “one to one” 
independent advice to borrowers who have been provided a long term forbearance resolution 
offer by their lender in respect of a mortgage on their primary home.  All of these information 
services are provided at no direct charge to the users of the service.

Keeping families in their homes: As a social housing response, a “mortgage to rent” 
scheme is now in place on a nationwide basis.  This option is available to households who have 
unsustainable mortgages and who would qualify for social housing support.  Provided they 
meet this and other appropriate criteria, this allows families, in the context of an agreed resolu-
tion to an unsustainable mortgage, to remain in their home.

Mortgage Arrears Resolution Strategies:  The implementation of sustainable mortgage 
arrears solutions by individual banks for their distressed customers, with Central Bank over-
sight, is a key element of the overall framework to address the mortgage arrears problem.  The 
Central Bank Mortgage Arrears Resolution Targets (MART) initiative announced last March, 
sets time bound and measurable targets for the main banks requiring them to systematically 
address their mortgage arrears book.  In particular, the Central Bank is requiring the main mort-
gage lenders to propose sustainable solutions to 20% of mortgages that are in arrears (of over 
90 days) by end June 2013, to 30% by the end of September 2013, to 50% by the end of De-
cember 2013 and to 70% by end March 2014.  In addition, the Central Bank has also set targets 
to require these banks to conclude sustainable agreements with 15% of the relevant mortgage 
arrears cases by end 2013 and with 25% by end March 2014.  Also, the Central Bank is imple-
menting a pilot initiative for the restructuring of multiple personal debt situations to test the 
viability of a negotiated approach where there is more than one lender involved.

20/11/2013WRL00150Mortgage Protection Policies

20/11/2013WRL0020079. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which default 
by insurance companies in respect of mortgage protection has been recorded or monitored in 
the past five years; if indicative trends have been identified; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [49805/13]

20/11/2013WRL00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have made inquiries with the Central 
Bank about this matter which I understand relates to cases where a person can no longer afford 
to pay for the protection and/or has a claim rejected.  The Central Bank has informed me that it 
does not collect this information and they are not aware that there is a particular issue in respect 
of this form of insurance that would indicate systemic failings in this area.

It should be noted that if a policyholder has a complaint about an insurance company not 
honouring a claim on a policy, they can refer the matter to the Financial Services Ombudsman 
for adjudication http://www.financialombudsman.ie/. 

My Department does not keep information on the level of default by insurance companies 
with particular reference to mortgage protection or life cover.

20/11/2013WRL00350Property Taxation Data

20/11/2013WRL0040080. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if there have been any 
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prosecutions of home owners who have failed or refused to co-operate with the Revenue Com-
missioners in respect of the local property tax; and, if so, the number and nature of such pros-
ecutions.  [49814/13]

20/11/2013WRL00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that there have been no prosecutions of homeowners who have failed or refused to 
cooperate with the Revenue Commissioners in respect of LPT.  Revenue’s priority this year 
has been to establish the tax, develop the LPT Register and secure the yield for the Exchequer.

  Questions Nos. 81 to 86, inclusive, answered with Question No. 63.

20/11/2013WRM00250Schools Review

20/11/2013WRM0030087. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a refurbishment project for a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the timeframe 
for completion of works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49643/13]

20/11/2013WRM00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The School referred to by the 
Deputy made an application to my Department for refurbishment works to their canteen. The 
application concerned was not successful as my Department’s priority at this time is focused on 
providing direct classroom accommodation. I refer the Deputy however to my announcement 
on 7th November, to the re-introduction of the Summer Works Scheme for 2014. Funding from 
the Scheme will allow eligible schools to carry out small and medium scale building works that 
will improve and upgrade existing school buildings. It is open therefore to the school, referred 
to by the Deputy, to make an application if it so wishes under the scheme for the works referred 
to. Applications will be assessed in accordance with availability of funding on a top down basis 
in accordance with the prioritisation criteria, which are available on my Department’s Summer 
Works 2014 Circular.

20/11/2013WRM00450Education and Training Boards

20/11/2013WRM0050088. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Education and Skills regarding circu-
lar letters 24 and 25/2008, which of the former vocational education committees have contacted 
and which have not contacted all current and former employees regarding their entitlement to 
participate in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49653/13]

20/11/2013WRM0060089. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Education and Skills regarding circu-
lar letters 24 and 25/2008, the number of current and former employees of each of the former 
vocational education committees who have taken up the option to participate in the scheme 
since the issue of these circulars; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49654/13]

20/11/2013WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 88 and 89 together.

The information sought by the Deputy is not collated by my Department as the adminis-
tration of business in the former VECs is a matter for each individual Education and Training 
Board (ETB) to address. 

20/11/2013WRM00750Redundancy Payments
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20/11/2013WRM0080090. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
special needs assistant who has been made redundant may take up substitute work without hav-
ing to repay any part of a redundancy payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[49693/13]

20/11/2013WRM00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The detailed arrangements 
regarding supplementary assignment arrangements for SNAs for the 2013/2014 school year are 
set out in Departmental Circular 0037/2013 which issued on 1 July 2013 and which is available 
on the Department’s website at the following address: http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-
and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0037_2013.pdf.

With effect from 1 May 2013 once an SNA with a minimum of one year’s service is noti-
fied by his/her employer that he/she is to be made redundant then he/she shall be deemed to be 
a member of a Supplementary Assignment Panel for SNAs. With the exception of SNAs who 
have been re-employed in other schools or who have chosen to opt out of the panel in accor-
dance with the terms of Paragraph 39 of the circular, all SNAs who have been made redundant 
since 1 May 2013 are members of the SNA Supplementary Assignment Panel.

Paragraph 18 of Circular 37/2013 indicates that Supplementary Assignment Panel rules 
do not apply to the filling of substitute or “cover” vacancies i.e. Maternity Leave, Sick Leave, 
Career Breaks etc.

Accordingly, a person who is employed as a substitute SNA will not have to re-imburse the 
Department in respect of any redundancy compensation payment that they may have received, 
or may be entitled to receive.

20/11/2013WRM00950Schools Building Projects Status

20/11/2013WRM0100091. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the construction of a school extension (details supplied) in County Waterford ; when he 
expects the project to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49695/13]

20/11/2013WRM01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Responsibility for the deliv-
ery of an extension to the school referred to by the Deputy has been devolved to Kilkenny & 
Carlow Education and Training Board (ETB).

I understand the Design Team appointed by the ETB are currently completing the Stage 2a 
Submission (Developed Sketch Design) and, when complete, consideration will be given to al-
lowing the ETB proceed to Stage 2b - Detailed Design, which involves obtaining planning per-
mission, fire certificate and disability access certificate and the completion of tender documents.

20/11/2013WRM01150Site Acquisitions

20/11/2013WRM0120092. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a temporary site 
has been sought for the Gaelcholáiste to serve the general Ballinteer-Stepaside area that will 
commence operation in 2014 under the patronage of An Foras Pátrúnachta na Scoileanna Lán 
Ghaeilge; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49745/13]

20/11/2013WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department is working 
with the patron of the school in question to identify and secure suitable  accommodation for the 
schools start up in 2014.
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20/11/2013WRN0010020/11/2013WRN00150School Patronage

20/11/2013WRN0020093. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will an-
nounce his decision on the patronage of the new English medium post-primary school due to 
open in 2016 in Stepaside; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49746/13]

20/11/2013WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I expect to be in a position to 
announce the outcome of the patronage determination process for all new post-primary schools 
due to commence operation in 2015 and 2016 shortly.  This includes patronage for the proposed 
new school for Ballinteer/Stepaside.

20/11/2013WRN00350School Funding

20/11/2013WRN0040094. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the primary schools 
in County Westmeath that benefited from funding to the sum of €4,038 million in 2011, €1.542 
million in 2012 and €1.7 million to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[49786/13]

20/11/2013WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following primary 
schools in County Westmeath benefited from capital funding in the period 1 April 2011 to end 
October 2013.

2013

Mullingar Convert (JNR)

Cornafulla NS

St Annes NS

St Peters NS (SNR)

St Feichins

Rochfortbridge Convent NS

Streamstown Mixed NS

Brideswell NS

Sn Deaghan O Ceallaigh

Kilcumeragh NS

Scoil Na nDun

Bl Oliver Plunkett NS

Curraghmore NS

St Manchans NS

St Ciarans NS

Sonna NS
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Scoil na Maighdine Mhuire

St Baoithins NS

Sn Phoil Naofa

St Claires NS

St Marys School

Naomh Iosef NS

Ard Na gCraith NS

Scoil Mhuire Loughegar

Coosan NS

St Hildas Special School

Cholmain Naofa

St Etchens NS

Gaelscoil Mullingar

Mullingar Educate Together

Saplings Mullingar

2012

Cornafulla NS

SN An Chuil

St Annes NS

Rochfortbridge Convent NS 

Streamstown Mixed NS

Brideswell NS

Camcloon NS

St Josephs NS

SN Deaghan O Ceallaigh

Baile Coireil NS

Scoil Na nDun

Clonmellon NS

Bl Oliver Plunkett NS

Rath Eoghan

Curraghmore NS
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St Manchans NS

St Ciarans NS

Scoil Na Maighdine Mhuire

St Baoithins NS

SN Phoil Naofa

Naomh Iosef NS

An Ghrianan NS

Scoil Mhuire Loughegar

Coosan NS

St Brigids Special School

Saplings Mullingar

St Etchens NS

Scoil Na gCeithre Maistri

St Marys NS

Mullingar Educate Together 

Gaelscoil Choillín

2011  

As the Minor Works Grant issued November 2011, all primary schools in County West-
meath with full recognition benefitted from capital funding in 2011. The Minor Works Grant 
that issued in 2011 consisted of a basic school grant of €5,500 plus €18.50 per mainstream pupil 
and €74 per special needs pupil.

20/11/2013WRN00550School Funding

20/11/2013WRN0060095. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the post-primary 
schools in County Westmeath that benefited from funding to the sum of €3.26 million in 2011, 
€4.235 million in 2012 and €1.8 million to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [49787/13]

20/11/2013WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following post-primary 
schools in County Westmeath benefited from capital funding in the period 1 April 2011 to end 
October 2013.

2013

Loreto College, Mullingar

Wilson’s Hospital Multyfarnham

Convent Secondary School, Kilbeggan
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St Finians College Mullingar

St Josephs Secondary School Rochfordbridge

Mullingar Community College

2012

St Aloysius College Athlone

Our Ladys Bower Athlone

Convent Secondary School, Kilbeggan

St Marys College, Mullingar

Loreto College, Mullingar

Wilson’s Hospital Multyfarnham

St Josephs Secondary School Rochfordbridge

Columba College Killucan 

Mullingar Community College

Moate Community School

2011

Colaiste Mhuire, Athlone

St Aloysius College Athlone

St Josephs College Athlone

Convent Secondary School, Kilbeggan

St Marys College, Mullingar

St Finians College Mullingar

Loreto College, Mullingar

Wilson’s Hospital Multyfarnham

St  Josephs Secondary School Rochfordbridge

Athlone Community College

Columba College Killucan

Mullingar Community College

Moate Community School

20/11/2013WRN00725Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

20/11/2013WRN0080096. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills if grant aid is avail-
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able to a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath who has obtained a place at Bristol 
Academy of Music to study a degree course in music; and if any financial assistance may be 
given to the person for accommodation . [49788/13]

20/11/2013WRN00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms of the stu-
dent grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions 
of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, approved course, previous 
academic attainment and means.

Under my Department’s student grant scheme, eligible candidates may receive funding pro-
vided they are attending an approved course at an approved institution. An approved course is 
defined as a full-time undergraduate course of at least two years duration or a full-time post-
graduate course of not less than one year duration pursued in an approved institution.

Students who are attending undergraduate courses in an EU Member State, can apply for 
a maintenance grant in respect of an approved course which is being pursued in an approved 
institution. The student grant scheme does not extend to postgraduate courses pursued outside 
of Ireland.

The Deputy will appreciate that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be 
contained in an individual’s application in relation to means, residency, nationality and previ-
ous academic attainment, it would not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would 
qualify for a grant.  To determine eligibility, a student may submit a fully completed online 
grant application to www.susi.ie.

20/11/2013WRN00950Student Grant Scheme Appeals

20/11/2013WRN0100097. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
and award a top-up student grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49809/13]

20/11/2013WRN01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The decision on eligibility for 
a student grant is a matter for the relevant grant awarding authority.

Officials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) 
that the student referred to by the Deputy was ineligible for the special rate of maintenance 
grant as the social welfare payment has not been in payment for the required period as specified 
in the Student Grant Scheme.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grants Appeals 
Board. The relevant appeal form is available to download from http://www.studentfinance.ie/
downloads/1375344221/2013_SGAB_appeal_form.pdf. 

20/11/2013WRN01150Special Educational Needs Data

20/11/2013WRN0120098. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the incidence of 
both dyslexia and dyscalculia respectively in children of school-going age in the State; if his 
Department collects statistics on the number of dyscalculia diagnoses for children aged five 
to 18 years; the number of applications received by his Department for learning supports for 
pupils with dyscalculia; the number of same which have been granted; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter.  [49821/13]

20/11/2013WRN0130099. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specific supports 
available from his Department to school children who have been diagnosed with dyscalculia; 
the training teachers receive, the teaching methodologies and so on to assist them in teaching 
children with dyscalculia; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49822/13]

20/11/2013WRN01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 98 and 99 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that all schools have been allocated additional teaching resourc-
es to cater for children with high incidence special educational needs, including Specific Learn-
ing Disability (SLD), of which dyslexia and dyscalculia are such Specific Learning Disabilities.

All mainstream Primary schools have been allocated additional teaching resources under 
the General Allocation Model (GAM) to cater for children with high incidence special edu-
cational needs, including SLDs. It is a matter for individual schools to use their professional 
judgement to identify pupils who will receive this support and to use the resources available to 
the school to intervene at the appropriate level with such pupils. Schools are supported in this 
regard by the National Educational Psychological Services.

All Post Primary schools have also been allocated additional teaching resources for pupils 
with high incidence special educational needs, including SLDs. As the allocation of support for 
pupils with SLDs is managed locally by schools, my Department does not hold details of the 
number of students with dyslexia and dyscalculia receiving support locally, as schools are not 
required to apply directly to my Department for learning support for Specific Learning Disabili-
ties such as dyslexia and dyscalculia.

I can advise, however, that the recently published National Council for Special Education 
(NCSE) report on Supporting Students Special Educational Needs in Schools sets out that 0.5% 
of the student population in Ireland is estimated to have a SLD.

I can also advise that my Department provides guidelines for schools in relation to the utili-
sation of additional teaching resources which have been allocated to them for pupils with high 
incidence special educational needs. These include Circular SpEd 02/05, Inclusion of Pupils 
with Special Educational Needs Post Primary Guidelines and the National Educational Psycho-
logical Services (NEPS) Continuum of Support Guidelines.

My Department provides funding for a number of special schools and special classes at-
tached to mainstream primary schools which have been sanctioned to meet the needs of chil-
dren with SLDs. There are 4 Special Schools and approximately 16 Special Classes attached to 
mainstream Primary schools catering for pupils with SLD.

Further resources are also provided to schools to support pupils with SLDs. Funding is 
provided for the purchase of specialised equipment such as computers and/or software to assist 
children with special educational needs, including children with SLDs, once relevant profes-
sionals recommend the equipment as being essential for the provision of education. Schools 
can apply to the local Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) directly for this support.

An information resource pack on dyslexia in CD-Rom, DVD and video format, has been 
developed by my Department in association with the Department of Education in Northern Ire-
land. This product has been made available to all primary and post-primary schools. The DVD 
and video provides support for parents of pupils with dyslexia while the CD-Rom assists teach-
ers who are teaching children with dyslexia in the mainstream classroom.
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Finally, I wish to explain that initial teacher education programmes address specific teacher 
training elements including literacy and numeracy, differentiation and Inclusive Education in-
cluding Special Education. Additional support is provided for teachers with additional training 
needs in the area of dyslexia and dyscalculia by the Special Education Support Service (SESS). 
The SESS manages, co-ordinates and develops a range of supports in response to identified 
teacher training needs and aims to provide direct support to schools and individual teachers in 
as flexible a way as possible. The SESS provides fees’ subsidies for online training courses in 
the area of Dyslexia as well as support for in-school seminars and attendance at relevant con-
ferences and seminars. Supports in the area of Dyscalculia usually encompass support in the 
broader area of numeracy, assessment, mathematics and special educational needs rather than 
specifically in the area of dyscalculia.

20/11/2013WRO00125Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRO00200100. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of quan-
gos operating under the aegis of his Department; the total number of directors sitting on their 
boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of directors of these 
quangos; the number of quangos that have been created since the formation of the Government; 
the number that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost to the taxpayer of the 
establishment and operation of these new quangos; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [49952/13]

20/11/2013WRO00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested 
by the Deputy in relation to non-commercial State bodies under the aegis of the Department of 
Education and Skills can be downloaded from my Department’s website. http://www.education.
ie/en/The-Department/Agencies/Details-of-Membership-of-State-Boards/.

For the Deputy’s information under the Public Service Reform plan the following were 
identified for rationalisation or merger and since March 2011 the following actions have taken 
place.

The Irish Research Council for Science, Engineering and Technology and Irish Research 
Council for Humanities and Social Sciences were merged in March 2012 to form the Irish Re-
search Council (IRC). The IRC has been established as a sub-board of the Higher Education 
Authority (HEA).  There was a saving of €100,000 in 2012 and 2013. 

Under the provisions of the Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and Train-
ing) Act 2012, the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland (NQAI), the Higher Education 
Training Awards Council (HETAC) and the Further Education Training Awards Council (FE-
TAC) were amalgamated to form a new agency, the Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI).  
Estimated likely saving on an annual basis will be €1 million by 2014.

  Under the provisions of the Education and Training Boards Act 2013 the Vocational Educa-
tion Committee (VEC) system was reconfigured, with the number of further education bodies 
being reduced from 33 to 16. Full year savings are estimated at €2.1m. Further savings are likely 
to be achieved through realisation of economies of scale arising from the mergers and the wider 
Education and Training Sector Reform Programme.  Under the provisions of the Further Educa-
tion and Training Act 2013 FÁS was dissolved in October 2013, with a new training authority, 
An tSeirbhís Oideachais Leanúnaigh agus Scileanna (SOLAS) being created with responsibil-
ity for funding, planning and co-ordinating training and further education programmes.

Following the enactment of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012, the neces-
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sary steps have been taken to dissolve the Education Finance Board in March 2013 and estab-
lish the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board (Cara Nua). This body will be funded 
from the contributions of the religious congregations offered in response to the request for ad-
ditional contributions, following the publication of the Ryan Report.

MEMBERS OF BOARDS UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA-
TION AND SKILLS

LAST UPDATED 14 NOVEMBER 2013

Body Name Gender How/Reason 
Appointed

Date 
Appointed

Term of 
Office 
(Years)

Date 
Appointment 
Ceases

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

John Carr 
(Chairperson)

M Minister for 
Education 
and Skills

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Mairéad Ní 
Chualáin

F Eagraíocht na 
Scoileanna 
Gaeltachta

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Anna Ní 
Chartúir

F Eagraíocht na 
Scoileanna 
Gaeltachta

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Bernadette Ní 
Dhuibhir

F Eagraíocht na 
Scoileanna 
Gaeltachta

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Cathnia Ó 
Muirchear-
taigh

F Gaelscoile-
anna

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Fíona Uí 
Uiginn

F Gaelscoile-
anna

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014
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Body Name Gender How/Reason 
Appointed

Date 
Appointed

Term of 
Office 
(Years)

Date 
Appointment 
Ceases

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Clodagh Ní 
Mhaoilchi-
aráin

F Gaelscoile-
anna

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Bríd Uí 
Lubhaing

F Teacher in 
Gaeltacht 
Schools

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Yvonne Ní 
Mhurchú

F Teacher in 
Gaelscoile-
anna

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Máire Nic 
Niallais

F Parent of 
students in 
Gaeltacht 
schools

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Mícheál Ó 
Broin

M Parent of 
students in 
Gaelscoile-
anna

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Séan Ó Tuair-
isg

M Management 
of Gaeltacht 
schools

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Bláthnaid Ní 
Ghréacháin

F Management 
of Gaelscoile-
anna

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Máire Ní 
Chuinneagáin

F  Irish Nation-
al Teachers’ 
Organisation 
(INTO)

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014
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Body Name Gender How/Reason 
Appointed

Date 
Appointed

Term of 
Office 
(Years)

Date 
Appointment 
Ceases

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Deirbhile Nic 
Craith

F INTO 17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Robert Cronin M Association 
of Secondary 
Teachers, Ire-
land (ASTI)

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Daithi Sims M Teachers 
Union of Ire-
land (TUI)

25/06/2012  11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Michael 
Doherty

M Minister for 
Education 
and Skills

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Máire Uí 
Chonghaile

F Minister for 
Education 
and Skills

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Seosamh Ó 
Coinne

M Foras na 
Gaeilge

17/11/2010 4 11/11/2014

An Chom-
hairle um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 
agus Gael-
scolaíochta 
(COGG)

Kevin De 
Barra

M Comhdháil 
Náisiúnta na 
Gaeilge

25/06/2012  11/11/2014
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Body Name Gender How/Reason 
Appointed

Date 
Appointed

Term of 
Office 
(Years)

Date 
Appointment 
Ceases

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Mr Pat Del-
aney (Chair)

M Appointed 
by Minister 
for Education 
& Skills in 
consultation 
with Minister 
for Jobs, En-
terprise and 
Innovation

26/10/2013 5 26/10/2018

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

David Barrett M Appointed 
by Minister 
for Education 
& Skills in 
consultation 
with Minister 
for Jobs, En-
terprise and 
Innovation

26/10/2013 5 26/10/2018

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Bernadette 
Brady

F Appointed 
by Minister 
for Education 
& Skills in 
consultation 
with Minister 
for Jobs, En-
terprise and 
Innovation

26/10/2013 5 26/10/2018

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Seán Burke M Appointed 
by Minister 
for Education 
& Skills in 
consultation 
with Minister 
for Jobs, En-
terprise and 
Innovation

26/10/2013 4 25/10/2017

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Patricia Carey F Appointed 
by Minister 
for Education 
& Skills in 
consultation 
with Minister 
for Jobs, En-
terprise and 
Innovation

26/10/2013 4 25/10/2017

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Liz Cassidy F Appointed 
by Minister 
for Education 
& Skills in 
consultation 
with Minister 
for Jobs, En-
terprise and 
Innovation

26/10/2013 3 25/10/2016
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Body Name Gender How/Reason 
Appointed

Date 
Appointed

Term of 
Office 
(Years)

Date 
Appointment 
Ceases

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

William 
Egenton

M Nominee of 
the Minister 
for Social 
Protection

26/10/2013 5 25/10/2018

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Cathriona 
Hallahan

F Appointed 
by Minister 
for Education 
& Skills in 
consultation 
with Minister 
for Jobs, En-
terprise and 
Innovation

26/10/2013 5 25/10/2018

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Darragh J 
Loftus

M Appointed 
by Minister 
for Education 
& Skills in 
consultation 
with Minister 
for Jobs, En-
terprise and 
Innovation

26/10/2013 3 25/10/2016

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Cecilia Munro F Appointed 
by Minister 
for Education 
& Skills in 
consultation 
with Minister 
for Jobs, En-
terprise and 
Innovation

26/10/2013 4 25/10/2017

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Paul 
O’Sullivan

M Nominee of 
the Minister 
for Social 
Protection

26/10/2013 4 25/10/2017

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Kenneth 
Whyte

M Appointed 
by Minister 
for Education 
& Skills in 
consultation 
with Minister 
for Jobs, En-
terprise and 
Innovation

26/10/2013 3 25/10/2016

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scilean-
na (SOLAS)

Paul O’Toole 
(CEO SO-
LAS)

M (Ex officio) 
ditto

09/10/2013 5 25/10/2018

Commis-
sion to 
Inquire into 
Child Abuse 
(CICA)

Judge Sean 
Ryan

M Ministerial 
Appointment

26/09/2003 When Com-
mission is 
dissolved by 
the Minister

When Com-
mission is 
dissolved by 
the Minister
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Body Name Gender How/Reason 
Appointed

Date 
Appointed

Term of 
Office 
(Years)

Date 
Appointment 
Ceases

Commis-
sion to 
Inquire into 
Child Abuse 
(CICA)

Ms. Marion 
Shanley

F Ministerial 
Appointment

21/07/2004 When Com-
mission is 
dissolved by 
the Minister

When Com-
mission is 
dissolved by 
the Minister

Commis-
sion to 
Inquire into 
Child Abuse 
(CICA)

Ms. Anne Mc 
Loughlin

F Ministerial 
Appointment

23/01/2002 When Com-
mission is 
dissolved by 
the Minister

When Com-
mission is 
dissolved by 
the Minister

Commis-
sion to 
Inquire into 
Child Abuse 
(CICA)

Mr. Fred 
Lowe

M Ministerial 
Appointment

23/05/2000 When Com-
mission is 
dissolved by 
the Minister

When Com-
mission is 
dissolved by 
the Minister

Commis-
sion to 
Inquire into 
Child Abuse 
(CICA)

Ms. Mary 
Fennessy

F Ministerial 
Appointment

19/04/2002 When Com-
mission is 
dissolved by 
the Minister

When Com-
mission is 
dissolved by 
the Minister

- - - - - - * or before 
that should 
that Board be 
dissolved by 
the Minister 
in accordance 
with the legis-
lation

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Mr John Mo-
nahan (Chair)

M Appointed by 
Minister for 
Education & 
Skills

10/07/2012 2yrs 10 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Dr. Noel 
O’Connor

M Nominated 
by Presi-
dent, Dublin 
Institute of 
Technology

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Ms. Maev 
Maguire

F Nominated 
by Presi-
dent, Dublin 
Institute of 
Technology

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Cllr Áine 
Clancy

F Nominated by 
Dublin City 
Council

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Mr. Dick 
Gleeson

M Nominated 
by City Man-
ager, Dublin 
City Council

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Mr. Brendan 
Sharkey

M Resident of 
Grangegor-
man

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15
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Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Mr. Jim Cur-
ran

M Nominated by 
Minister for 
Health and 
Children

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Ms. Anne 
O’Connor

F Nominated by 
Minister for 
Health and 
Children

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Mr. Ciarán 
Nevin

M Appointed by 
Minister for 
Education & 
Skills

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Mr. Damien 
Kilgannon

M Appointed by 
Minister for 
Education & 
Skills

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Mr. Frank 
Magee

M Appointed by 
Minister for 
Education & 
Skills

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Mr. Peter 
Murray

M Appointed by 
Minister for 
Education & 
Skills

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Ms. Deirdre 
Prince

F Appointed by 
Minister for 
Education & 
Skills

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Grangegor-
man Develop-
ment Agency 
(GDA)

Ms Elva 
Duffy

F Appointed by 
Minister for 
Education & 
Skills

15/01/13 2yrs 4 
months

12/05/15

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Mr. John Hen-
nessy (Chair-
person)

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

25/01/2011  24/01/2016

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Dr Maeve 
Conrick

F Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

07/02/2011  05/12/2015

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Dr Maria 
Meehan

F Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

07/02/2011  05/12/2015

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Prof Ellen 
Hazelkorn

F Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

07/02/2011  05/12/2015
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Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Cllr Brendan 
Byrne

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

07/02/2011  05/12/2015

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Mr John 
Dolan

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

07/02/2011  05/12/2015

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Mr Eamonn 
Grennan

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

07/02/2011  05/12/2015

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Prof Eileen 
Harkin Jones

F Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

07/02/2011  05/12/2015

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Prof. Marijk 
van der 
Wende

 Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

07/02/2011  05/12/2015

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Professor 
Anthony 
Staines

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

06/03/2012  31/01/2017

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Ms Siobhan 
Harkin

F Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

06/03/2012  31/01/2017

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Ms Kathleen 
Lough

F Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

06/03/2012  31/01/2017

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Mr Gordon 
Ryan

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

06/03/2012  31/01/2017

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Dr Jim 
Mountjoy

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

06/03/2012  31/01/2017

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Mr Paddy 
Cosgrave

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

06/03/2012  31/01/2017
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Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Dr Brian 
Thornes

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

06/03/2012  31/01/2017

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Dr Mary Can-
ning

F Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

06/03/2012  31/01/2017

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Mr Bahram 
Bekhradnia

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

06/03/2012  31/01/2017

Higher 
Education 
Authority 
(HEA)

Mr. Joe 
O’Connor

M Appointed by 
Government 
on recom-
mendation of 
Minister

01/07/2013  30/06/2014

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Professor Orla 
Feely (Chair-
person)

F Ministerial 
Appointment

- 3 18/03/2015

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Professor 
John Brewer

M Ministerial 
Appointment

19/03/2012 3 18/03/2015

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Mr Ivan 
Coulter

M Ministerial 
Appointment

19/03/2012 3 18/03/2015

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Professor 
Anita R. Ma-
guire

F Ministerial 
Appointment

19/03/2012 3 18/03/2015

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Professor 
James Glee-
son

M Ministerial 
Appointment

19/03/2012 3 18/03/2015

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Professor 
Alan F. Smea-
ton

M Ministerial 
Appointment

19/03/2012 3 18/03/2015

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Dr Thomas 
M. Cooney

M Ministerial 
Appointment

19/03/2012 3 18/03/2015

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Professor 
Caroline Fen-
nell

F Ministerial 
Appointment

19/03/2012 3 18/03/2015

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Professor 
Rowena Pec-
chenino

F Ministerial 
Appointment

19/03/2012 3 18/03/2015

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Professor 
Sheila Greene

F Ministerial 
Appointment

19/03/2012 3 18/03/2015

Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Professor 
Sean Ryder

M Ministerial 
Appointment

19/03/2012 3 18/03/2015
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Irish Re-
search Coun-
cil (IRC)

Dr Eucharia 
Meehan

 Ex Officio n/a n/a n/a

Léargas - The 
Exchange 
Bureau

Michael 
McLoughlin 
(Chairperson)

M Ministerial 
appointment

12/06/2012   

Léargas - The 
Exchange 
Bureau

Des 
O’Loughlin

M Official of the 
Department 
of Education 
and Skills

26/01/2010   

Léargas - The 
Exchange 
Bureau

James 
Doorley

M Ministerial 
appointment

23/11/2012   

Léargas - The 
Exchange 
Bureau

John Gilmore M Nominee of 
the NYCI

23/11/2012   

Léargas - The 
Exchange 
Bureau

Fidelma 
Collins

F Ministerial 
appointment

12/06/2012   

Léargas - The 
Exchange 
Bureau

Hugh 
MacConville

M Ministerial 
appointment

12/6/2012   

Léargas - The 
Exchange 
Bureau

Stephen 
Goulding

M Ministerial 
appointment

12/6/2012   

Léargas - The 
Exchange 
Bureau

Gerardine 
Skelly

F Official of the 
Department 
of Education 
and Skills

01/05/2012   

Léargas - The 
Exchange 
Bureau

Máire Quinn F Ministerial 
appointment

23/07/2013   

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Mr. Paul King 
(Chair)

M Minister for 
Education 
and Skills

26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Mr Paul King M Nominated to 
represent the 
Directors of 
Post-Gradu-
ate Guidance 
Training 
Courses

26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Mr. Peter 
Brown

M National Ac-
cess Office

26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016
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National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Ms. Shira 
Mehlman

F FÁS repre-
sentative, 
pending 
establishment 
of SOLAS.

26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Ms. Ursula 
Finnegan

F National 
Association 
of Principals 
and Deputy 
Principals

26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Mr. Gerry 
Flynn

M Institute of 
Guidance 
Counsellors

26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Mr Colum 
Layton

M Department 
of Education 
and Skills (1 
inspector)

26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Ms. Breda 
Naughton

F Department 
of Education 
and Skills (1 
admin)

26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Ms. Fidelma 
Collins

F Léargas 26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Mr. Jim Mul-
lin

M Léargas 26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Mr. John 
Wynn

M Adult 
Educational 
Guidance As-
sociation

26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Educa-
tion (NCGE) 
Management 
Committee

Ms Elaine 
Quinn

F Nominated by 
Dept Social 
Protection, 
former FÁS 
Employment 
and Commu-
nity Services

26/07/2013 3 25/07/2016
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National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Brigid 
McManus 
(Chairperson)

F Minister for 
Education 
and Skills

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Declan 
Kelleher, 
(Vice Chair-
person)

M  Irish Nation-
al Teachers’ 
Organisation 
(INTO)

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Michael Red-
mond (Vice 
Chairperson)

M JMB 01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Clive Byrne M Minister for 
Education 
and Skills

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Deirbhile Nic 
Craith

F Irish National 
Teachers’ 
Organisation 
(INTO)

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Marie Griffin F Irish Voca-
tional Educa-
tion Associa-
tion (IVEA)

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Nóirín Hayes F Minister for 
Children and 
Youth Affairs

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Christina 
Henehan

F Association 
of Secondary 
Teachers, 
Ireland 
(ASTI)

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Philip Irwin M Association 
of Secondary 
Teachers, 
Ireland 
(ASTI)

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Bernie Judge F Teachers 
Union of 
Ireland (TUI)

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Dr. Daire 
Keogh

M IFUT 01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015
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National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Marie Therese 
Kilmartin

F JMB 01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Mary Lillis F NPC (Pri-
mary)

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Pádraig 
MacFh-
lannchadha

M Department 
of Education 
and Skills

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Dr. Rose 
Malone

F ICTU 01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Hilary 
McBain

F Church of 
Ireland Board 
of Education

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Patricia Mc-
Crossan

F NABMSE 01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Dr. Kara Mc-
Gann

 IBEC 01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Jim Moore M NPC (Post 
Primary)

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Michael 
O’Brien

M Teachers 
Union of 
Ireland (TUI)

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Seán Ó Coinn M Foras na 
Gaeilge

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Bryan 
O’Reilly

M  Irish 
National 
Teachers’ 
Organisation 
(INTO)

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015
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National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Sr. Betty 
O’Riordan

F CPSMA 01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Bríd Uí 
Riordán

F State Exami-
nations Com-
mission

01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council for 
Curriculum 
and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Eileen Salmon F ACCS 01/04/2012 3 31/03/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Eamonn Stack 
(Chair)

M Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Seán Ó 
Murchú 

M Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Prof Mark 
Morgan 

M Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Philip 
O’Callaghan 

M Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Maureen 
Costello 

F Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Jenny Ennis F Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Eithne 
Fitzgerald 

F Nominee 
of  National 
Disabil-
ity Authority. 
Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015
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National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Michael 
Coughlan 

M Nominee 
of National 
Disabil-
ity Authority. 
Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Mary Friel F Nominee 
of Teachers 
Union of 
Ireland (TUI)/
Association 
of Secondary 
Teachers, Ire-
land (ASTI). 
Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Helen Guinan F Nominee of 
the Catho-
lic Pri-
mary School 
Management 
Association 
(CPSMA)/ 
National 
Association 
of Boards of 
Management 
in Special 
Education 
(NABMSE). 
Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Joan Russell F Nominee of 
Irish Voca-
tional Educa-
tion Associa-
tion (IVEA). 
Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Pat Kinsella M Nominee of 
The National 
Association 
of Principals 
and Deputy 
Principals 
(NAPD). 
Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

National 
Council 
for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

James 
O’Grady

M Minister 
for Health 
nominee. 
Appointed by 
Minister

01/01/2013 3 31/12/2015

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Mr. Gordon 
Clark (Chair)

M Ministerial 
Appointee

06/11/2012 5 05/11/2017
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Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Dr. Padraig 
Walsh (Chief 
Executive)

M ex officio 06/11/2012 5 05/11/2017

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Dr. Barbara 
Brittingham 
(international 
expert)

F Ministerial 
Appointee

06/11/2012 5 05/11/2017

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Ms. Una 
Buckley 
(learner repre-
sentative)

F Ministerial 
Appointee

06/11/2012 5 05/11/2017

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Dr. Margaret 
Cullen

F Ministerial 
Appointee

06/11/2012 5 05/11/2017

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Ms. Mary 
Danagher

F Ministerial 
Appointee

06/11/2012 5 05/11/2017

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Dr. Ann 
Louise 
Gilligan

F Ministerial 
Appointee

06/11/2012 5 05/11/2017

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Ms. Joanne 
Harmon

F Ministerial 
Appointee

06/11/2012 5 05/11/2017

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Mr. John 
Logue (USI 
nomination)

M Ministerial 
Appointee

06/11/2012 5 05/11/2017

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Mr. James 
Moore

M Ministerial 
Appointee

06/11/2012 5 05/11/2017

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Judge Esmond 
Smyth 
(Chairperson)

 Ministerial 
Appointment

03/01/2008  Until Board 
ceases opera-
tions

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Ms. Samantha 
Cruess 
Callaghan

F Ministerial 
Appointment

20/10/2005  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Dr. Harry 
Bugler

M Ministerial 
Appointment

15/12/2004  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Dr. Fionnuala 
O’Loughlin

F Ministerial 
Appointment

27/04/2004  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Mr. John 
Campbell

M Ministerial 
Appointment

27/04/2004  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Dr. William 
Delaney

M Ministerial 
Appointment

27/02/2006  31/12/2013*
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Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Dr. Helen 
Cummiskey

F Ministerial 
Appointment

16/12/2002  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Dr. Ruth Pilk-
ington

F Ministerial 
Appointment

16/12/2002  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Ms. Ann 
O’Brien

F Ministerial 
Appointment

23/05/2003  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Dr. Mary 
Bluett

F Ministerial 
Appointment

25/09/2003  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress 
Board (RIRB)

Ms. Dariona 
Conlon

F Ministerial 
Appointment

08/01/2004  - 31/12/2013*

- - - - - - *or until such 
time as the 
Board has 
completed 
its functions, 
whichever is 
earlier

Residential 
Institutions 
Review 
Committee 
(RIRC)

Judge Francis 
D. Murphy 
(Chairperson)

F Ministerial 
Appointment

03/01/2008  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Review 
Committee 
(RIRC)

Mr. Brendan 
Gogarty

M Ministerial 
Appointment

10/02/2006  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Review 
Committee 
(RIRC)

Mr. John 
Dalton

M Ministerial 
Appointment

14/03/2008  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Review 
Committee 
(RIRC)

Ms. Ita Man-
gan

F Ministerial 
Appointment

20/04/2004  31/12/2013*

Residential 
Institutions 
Review 
Committee 
(RIRC)

Judge John F. 
Buckley

M Ministerial 
Appointment

16/12/2002  31/12/2013*
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Date 
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Residential 
Institutions 
Review 
Committee 
(RIRC)

Mr. Colm 
Gaynor

M Ministerial 
Appointment

23/05/2003  31/12/2013*

- - - - - - *or until such 
time as the 
Board has 
completed 
its functions, 
whichever is 
earlier

Residential 
Institutions 
Statutory 
Fund (RISF)

Ms. Sylda 
Langford 
(Chairperson)

F Ministerial 
Appointment

25/03/2013 4 24/03/2017

Residential 
Institutions 
Statutory 
Fund (RISF)

Mr. Paddy 
Doyle

M Ministerial 
Appointment

25/03/2013 4 24/03/2017

Residential 
Institutions 
Statutory 
Fund (RISF)

Ms. Berna-
dette Fahy

F Ministerial 
Appointment

25/03/2013 4 24/03/2017

Residential 
Institutions 
Statutory 
Fund (RISF)

Ms. Phyllis 
Morgan

F Ministerial 
Appointment

25/03/2013 4 24/03/2017

Residential 
Institutions 
Statutory 
Fund (RISF)

Mr. Martin 
Power*

M Ministerial 
Appointment

25/03/2013 4  

Residential 
Institutions 
Statutory 
Fund (RISF)

Mr. Damian 
Casey

M Ministerial 
Appointment

25/03/2013 4 24/03/2017

Residential 
Institutions 
Statutory 
Fund (RISF)

Mr. Austin 
Currie

M Ministerial 
Appointment

25/03/2013 4 24/03/2017

Residential 
Institutions 
Statutory 
Fund (RISF)

Mr. Tom Daly M Ministerial 
Appointment

25/03/2013 4 24/03/2017

Residential 
Institutions 
Statutory 
Fund (RISF)

Ms. Katherine 
Finn BL

F Ministerial 
Appointment

25/03/2013 4 24/03/2017

Residential 
Institutions 
Statutory 
Fund (RISF)

Mr. David 
Lane*

M Ministerial 
Appointment

25/07/2013 4 24/03/2017



20 November 2013

885

Body Name Gender How/Reason 
Appointed

Date 
Appointed

Term of 
Office 
(Years)

Date 
Appointment 
Ceases

- - - - - - *Mr David 
Lane was ap-
pointed upon 
Mr Martin 
Power’s res-
ignation from 
the Board  

Skillnets Ltd Domhnall 
MacDomh-
naill (Chair-
person)

M retired, IBEC 
nominee

01/02/1999 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Karl Mc-
Donagh

M IBEC nomi-
nee

08/12/11 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Mairead 
Divilly

F SFA nominee 01/02/1999 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Niall Saul M IBEC nomi-
nee

01/02/1999 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Brendan Mc-
Ginty

M IBEC em-
ployee and 
nominee

08/09/2004 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Ian Talbot M Chambers 
Ireland

11/09/2008 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd George Hen-
nessy

M Construc-
tion Industry 
Federation

04/02/2010 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Peter Rigney M ICTU em-
ployee and 
nominee

01/02/1999 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Nuala Keher F Lionra, ICTU 
nominee

01/02/1999 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Henry Mur-
doch

M retired, 
Ministerial 
nominee

01/02/1999 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Terry Hobdell M businessman, 
Ministerial 
nominee

01/02/1999 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Paul O’Brien M DES official, 
Ministerial 
nominee

07/6/2012 n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd Eamonn 
Devoy

M ICTU nomi-
nee

8/12/2011 n/a n/a

State Ex-
aminations 
Commission 
(SEC)

Mr Richard 
Langford 
(Chairperson)

M Appointed by 
the Govern-
ment on 
nomination of 
the Minister 
for Education 
and Skills

3/4/2012 3 3/04/2015
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Term of 
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Date 
Appointment 
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State Ex-
aminations 
Commission 
(SEC)

Mr Joe Har-
rison (Deputy 
Chairperson)

M Appointed by 
the Govern-
ment on 
nomination of 
the Minister 
for Education 
and Skills

3/4/2012 3 3/04/2015

State Ex-
aminations 
Commission 
(SEC)

Mr Martin 
Carney

M Appointed by 
the Govern-
ment on 
nomination of 
the Minister 
for Education 
and Skills

1/5/2012 3 3/04/2015

State Ex-
aminations 
Commission 
(SEC)

Dr Brian 
Fleming

M Appointed by 
the Govern-
ment on 
nomination of 
the Minister 
for Education 
and Skills

1/5/2012 3 3/04/2015

State Ex-
aminations 
Commission 
(SEC)

Dr Caroline 
Hussey

F Appointed by 
the Govern-
ment on 
nomination of 
the Minister 
for Education 
and Skills

1/5/2012 3 3/04/2015

The Teaching 
Council

Michael Ó 
Gríofa (Chair)

M Primary 
Dublin

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Dympna 
Mulkerrins

F Primary 
Dublin

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Eimear Marie 
Cole

F Primary 
Dublin

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Brid Ní 
Raghallaigh

F Primary Con-
naught Ulster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

John Conlon M Primary Con-
naught Ulster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Kathleen 
O’Connor

F Primary 
Leinster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Milo Walsh M Primary 
Leinster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Derbhile De 
Paor

F Primary 
Munster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Diarmuid Ó 
Murchú

M Primary 
Munster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Ms Anne 
McElduff

F INTO 28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Mr Declan 
Kelleher

M Nominee  
Irish National 
Teachers’ 
Organisation 
(INTO)

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016



20 November 2013

887

Body Name Gender How/Reason 
Appointed

Date 
Appointed

Term of 
Office 
(Years)
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The Teaching 
Council

Lily Cronin F Vol Second-
ary Con-
naught, Mun-
ster, Ulster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Christopher 
Maginn

M Vol Second-
ary Leinster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Noel Buckley M Vol Second-
ary Con-
naught, Mun-
ster, Ulster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Bernadine 
O’Sullivan

F Vol Second-
ary Leinster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Fergal Mc-
Carthy

M Vocational 
Connaught, 
Munster, 
Ulster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Marie 
Humphries

F VEC Leinster 28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Kieran Chris-
tie

M Comm. & 
Comp. Con-
naught, Lein-
ster, Munster, 
Ulster

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Mr Michael 
Barry

M ASTI 28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Ms Elaine 
Devlin

F ASTI 28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Ms Bernie 
Ruane

F Nominee 
Teachers 
Union of Ire-
land (TUI)

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Mr Michael 
Gillespie

M TUI 28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Prof Michael 
Hayes

M Nominee 
Colleges of 
Education

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Ms Marie 
McLoughlin

F Nominee 
Colleges of 
Education

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Dr Andrew 
McGrady

M Nominee 
Universities 
& HEIs

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Dr Joe 
O’Hara

M Nominee 
Universities 
& HEIs

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Ms Eileen 
Flynn

F Nominee 
School Man-
agement (P) 
CPSMA

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Dr Ken 
Fennelly

M Nominee 
School Man-
agement (P) 
RCB DUB

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016



Questions - Written Answers

888

Body Name Gender How/Reason 
Appointed

Date 
Appointed

Term of 
Office 
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The Teaching 
Council

Ms Joan Rus-
sell

F Nominee 
School Man-
agement (PP), 
ACCS/IVEA/
JMB

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Mr Patrick 
McVicar

M Nominee 
School Man-
agement (PP), 
ACCS/IVEA/
JMB

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Ms Áine 
Lynch

F Nominee Na-
tional Parents 
Council (P) 
NPC

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Eleanor Petrie F Nominee Na-
tional Parents 
Council (PP)

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Marie Clarke F Nominee 
Minister 
(ICTU)

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Frank Turpin M Nominee 
(IBEC)

28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Dr Séan Row-
land

M Minister 28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Deirdre Mat-
thews

F Minister 28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

The Teaching 
Council

Brendan 
McCabe

M Minister 28/3/2012 4 27/3/2016

BORD FEES AS AT 14 NOVEMBER 2013
Body Chairperson Rate Members Rate
[Note 1]
An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta 
agus Gaelscolaíochta (COGG)

n/a n/a

An tSeirbhís Oideachais Leanúnaigh agus 
Scileanna (SOLAS)

n/a n/a

Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse 
(CICA)

See Note 2

Grangegorman Development Agency €8,978 n/a
Higher Education Authority (HEA) €11,970 €7,695
Irish Research Council n/a n/a
Léargas n/a n/a
National Centre for Guidance Education 
(NCGE) Management Committee

n/a n/a

National Council for Curriculum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

n/a n/a

National Council for Special Education n/a n/a
Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) n/a n/a
Residential Institutions Redress Board 
(RIRB)

See Note 3
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Body Chairperson Rate Members Rate
Residential Institutions Review Committee 
(RIRC)

See Note 3

Residential Institutions Statutory fund 
(RISF)

n/a n/a

Skillnets Ltd €8,978 €5,985
State Examinations Commission n/a n/a
The Teaching Council n/a n/a

n/a = not applicable.
Note 1:  Public servants who sit on State boards or who may be nominated to such boards in-
dependently of their public service employment are not paid remuneration in the form of board 
fees.
Note 2: The Chairperson of the Commission to Inquire Into Child Abuse (CICA) is a member 
of the Judiciary and is not paid by the CICA. The ordinary members of the Commission, who 
were all salaried are not currently on the payroll.
Note 3: The Chairman of the RIRB is paid an annual salary equivalent to a serving President of 
the Circuit Court subject to abatement to take account of his pension.  In relation to the RIRC, 
the Chairman’s salary is linked to his former Supreme Court judicial salary subject to pension 
abatement.  Since October 2011, the Chairman has taken a 50% voluntary reduction in his sal-
ary.  The other board members of both the RIRB and the RIRC are paid a per diem rate and 
pension abatement applies in the case of members receiving a pension from the State. The per 
diem rate from 1st January 2011 is €668.

20/11/2013WRO00350Roads Maintenance Funding

20/11/2013WRO00400101. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide in tabular form the contract price, extras claimed, extras money agreed and total 
cost in respect of the recent rebuilding of the main road in the Phoenix Park, Dublin; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [49770/13]

20/11/2013WRO00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Contract price including further length of road added due to deterioration in stability 
and safety at contract rates: €1,990,902.94.

Additional costs due to unanticipated archaeology and unforeseen ground conditions neces-
sitating extra excavations, filling etc: €643,763.21.

Total Cost: €2,634,666.15.

20/11/2013WRO00550Valuation Office

20/11/2013WRO00600102. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
mechanism and procedures to have non-rated buildings and developments rated by the Val-
uation Office; the length of time the process takes; if there is any process for the rating of 
newly constructed buildings and developments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[49771/13]

20/11/2013WRO00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin):  As I already 
mentioned in a previous reply, the procedures for making an application for a determination of 
valuation are prescribed in section 27 of the Valuation Act, 2001.
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Under section 28 (4) of the Act, a Revision Officer appointed by  the Commissioner may 
carry out a revision of valuation in relation to a particular property only if a material change 
of circumstances (MCC)  has occurred since the property was last revised. MCC is defined in 
section 3 of the Act as a change of circumstances, which consist of a new building, a change in 
value due to structural alterations of an existing building, total or partial demolition of a build-
ing or a sub-division or amalgamation of relevant property.

Should the foregoing MCC criteria be satisfied, the appointed Revision Officer will consider 
the application and determine and issue a valuation for the subject property within a period of 
six months from the date of his appointment.  If dissatisfied with the outcome of the represen-
tations, there is an extensive appeal system available which the ratepayer may avail of and to 
which I referred in my earlier reply. 

As regards the levying of rates, I wish to reiterate the position as previously outlined, that 
under rating law, rates can only be collected by the rating authority on property which has been 
valued under the Valuation Act, 2001 and there is no mechanism to otherwise collect rates pend-
ing the determination and issue of the valuation under the Act.

20/11/2013WRO00750Public Service Data-Sharing

20/11/2013WRO00800103. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there are service level agreements between Government Departments regarding the sharing of 
data, for example, between the the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of Social Pro-
tection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49701/13]

20/11/2013WRO00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin):  While the 
particular arrangements for the sharing of data between two Departments is a matter for the 
Departments concerned, it is my understanding that such sharing is generally governed by a 
Memorandum of Understanding which sets out the expectations on both sides.

The question of the governance of data-sharing is of great importance. In recognition of 
this, the Government recently requested my Department to prepare the Heads of a Data-Sharing 
and Governance Bill, with the following core objectives: to make lawful data-sharing easier 
by providing a framework that public bodies can use to establish the necessary legal basis; to 
improve the governance and security of all data-sharing in the public service; and to provide a 
mechanism that can be used to encourage public bodies to move away from paper documents 
when dealing with citizens and businesses.

20/11/2013WRO00950Freedom of Information Legislation

20/11/2013WRO01000104. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform where the 
index of precedents requirement is covered in the Freedom of Information Bill 2013. [49774/13]

20/11/2013WRO01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin):  It is envis-
aged that specific precedents that may be relevant to the performance of a public body’s statu-
tory functions will be encompassed as appropriate under the publication scheme to be made 
under section 8 of the Freedom of Information Bill 2013.

20/11/2013WRO01125Departmental Bodies Data
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20/11/2013WRO01200105. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of quangos operating under the aegis of his Department; the total number of directors sitting 
on their boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of direc-
tors of these quangos; the number of quangos that have been created since the formation of the 
Government; the number that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost to the 
taxpayer of the establishment and operation of these new quangos; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [49957/13]

20/11/2013WRO01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin):  In response 
to the Deputy’s question, as part of the Public Service Reform Plan, within my own area of 
control, the Commission on Public Service Appointments was merged into the Office of the 
Ombudsman with effect from October 2012.  Arrangements are also currently underway for 
the merger of the Valuation Office, the Property Registration Authority and Ordnance Survey 
Ireland; and the measure concerning the State Laboratory and the Forensic Science Laboratory 
is progressing. No new State Bodies or Agencies have been created in the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform since the formation of the Government.

20/11/2013WRO01325Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRO01400106. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of quangos operating under the aegis of his Department; the total number of directors sitting 
on their boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of direc-
tors of these quangos; the number of quangos that have been created since the formation of the 
Government; the number that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost to the 
taxpayer of the establishment and operation of these new quangos; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [49956/13]

20/11/2013WRO01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following 
are the State Bodies/Boards under the aegis of my Department.

No. State Bodies/Boards
1. Enterprise Ireland
2. IDA Ireland 
3. Science Foundation Ireland
4. Shannon Development
5. County and City Enterprise Boards (35)
6. National Standards Authority of Ireland
7. Forfás 
8. National Consumer Agency
9. The Competition Authority
10. Irish Auditing and Accounting Standards Authority
11. Personal Injuries Assessment Board
12. The Health and Safety Authority

The number of directors on the boards of the agencies under the aegis of my Department for 
the years from 2011 to date is as follows:
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Name of State Agency Total number of Directors sitting on Boards 
March - December 2011

National Standards Authority of Ireland 12
Forfás 13
Enterprise Ireland 12
National Consumer Agency 12
Irish Auditing & Accounting Supervisory 
Authority (IAASA)

15

Personal Injuries Assessment Board 11
Health and Safety Authority 12
IDA Ireland 11
Shannon Development 10
Science Foundation Ireland 11

The Forfás Board was reduced from 13 members to 6 members with effect from 5th Octo-
ber 2012, to facilitate the integration of Forfás into my Department, and only one member (the 
Chairman) of the current board is entitled to receive a fee.

Name of State Agency Total number of Directors sitting on 
Boards January - 31 October 2013

National Standards Authority of Ireland 11
Forfás 6
Enterprise Ireland 9
National Consumer Agency 12
Irish Auditing & Accounting Supervisory 
Authority (IAASA)

15

Personal Injuries Assessment Board 11
Health and Safety Authority 12 (12 up until July – 11 thereafter)
IDA Ireland 11
Shannon Development 9
Science Foundation Ireland 9

There are currently 447 Directors within the 35 County and City Enterprise Boards.  They 
are appointed by the Boards themselves, in line with the provisions laid down in the Articles of 
Association for the Boards and I have no role in the appointments.  All of the Directors work in 
a voluntary, and unpaid, capacity.

The Competition Authority does not have a Board of Directors;  it has a Chairperson and 
three Members.

While the payment of fees to directors of Agencies under my remit is an operational matter 
for the Agencies concerned, for which I have no direct function, I understand that this informa-
tion is contained in the Annual Reports of the Agencies that have been published for the years 
concerned. 

I can advise the Deputy that no new State Agencies have been created by me since 9 March 
2011.
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However, I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the fact that, following enactment of the 
Microenterprise Loan Fund Act 2012, Microfinance Ireland was established as a private limited 
company in August 2012, as a subsidiary of the Social Finance Foundation and has charitable 
status.  Its Directors are working on a voluntary, pro bono basis.

Microfinance Ireland has been funded by the Government to provide loans to newly estab-
lished and growing microenterprises across all industry sectors that do not meet the conven-
tional risk criteria applied by banks.

Further, there is a substantial programme of reform underway within my Department in 
relation to Agencies and Offices.  The Agencies under the remit of my Department that are 
scheduled to be rationalised, merged or abolished are set out under the Government’s Agency 
Rationalisation Programme. These reforms include:

- Merge the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority into one single en-
tity.

- Dissolve the 35 County Enterprise Boards and transfer their functions to Enterprise Ire-
land. These functions will be delivered by a network of Local Enterprise Offices located in Lo-
cal Authorities. This will facilitate the delivery of an enhanced service and range of supports to 
the micro and small business sectors.

- Dissolve Forfás and provide for the transfer of the agency’s assets, liabilities and staff to 
my Department and other bodies, as appropriate.

- Transfer relevant enterprise functions from Shannon Development to IDA, EI and Bord 
Fáilte and merge Shannon Development with Shannon Airport Authority.

- Reform of the State’s Workplace Relations Services to deliver a simplified two-tiered 
structure comprising a single body of first instance, the Workplace Relations Commission, and 
a single body of appeal, in effect an enhanced Labour Court.

20/11/2013WRP00150Youth Employment Initiative

20/11/2013WRP00200107. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the measures 
her Department is taking to tackle youth unemployment and youth under-employment so that 
young citizens, particularly graduates, are facilitated in finding employment in their own fields 
of expertise.  [49815/13]

20/11/2013WRP00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In the first instance, the Govern-
ment’s primary strategy to tackle all forms of unemployment, including youth unemployment, 
is to create the environment for a strong economic recovery by promoting competitiveness and 
productivity through the Action Plan for Jobs. Economic recovery will underpin jobs growth 
and thus reduce unemployment and long-term unemployment.  Past experience suggests that 
youth unemployment, which tends to rise relatively rapidly in a downturn, can be expected to 
fall relatively rapidly during the recovery.

The Government is also implementing a number of programmes to assist young unem-
ployed persons and keep young jobseekers close to the labour market. There are five main ap-
proaches being taken to tackle youth unemployment: education, training, job search assistance/
guidance, work experience, and encouraging job creation.  These actions range across a number 
of Departments and Agencies and include:
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- The Youthreach programme providing 6,000 integrated education, training and work ex-
perience for early school leavers without any qualifications or vocational training who are be-
tween 15 and 20 years of age;

- The Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme scheme, which provides a range of courses 
to meet the education and training needs of unemployed people over 21 years of age, particu-
larly focusing upon early school leavers;

- The Back to Education Allowance scheme run by the Department of Social Protection 
provides income maintenance for unemployed people returning to further or higher education. 
Over 6,500 young people participated on this scheme in the last academic year;

- Approximately 12,000 persons aged under 25 completed a training course with FÁS in 
2012. This excludes apprenticeships and evening courses; 

- MOMENTUM, a scheme for education and training interventions supports the provision 
of free education and training projects to allow 6,500 long term jobseekers to gain skills and 
to access work opportunities in identified growing sectors.  Over 1,250 of these places are as-
signed specifically for under 25s;

- The JobBridge National Internship Scheme is focused on providing work experience to 
young people with the total number of placements of young people on JobBridge during 2012 
at 2,700; - Long-term unemployed youth will also benefit from the JobsPlus initiative which is 
designed to encourage employers to recruit long-term unemployed people. Under this scheme 
the State will pay circa €1 of every €4 it costs the employer to recruit a person from the Live 
Register;.

The most recent statistics available from the CSO’s Quarterly National Household Survey 
show the level of youth unemployment has fallen from an average of 75,000 in 2010 to 63,000 
in the most recent twelve months for which data are available. The level of employment of 
young people appears to have stabilised, and indeed the employment rate (proportion of the 
population with jobs) for those aged 20-24 years rose from 46.5% in mid-2012 to 49% in the 
second quarter of this year. With regard to the expected future impact of existing policies, the 
original Action Plan for Jobs sets out a target for 100,000 net new jobs to be created by 2016, 
many of which will be filled by young people.

Graduates who become unemployed have access, through the INTREO service of my De-
partment, to the full range of labour market programmes on the same basis as all young jobseek-
ers.

Looking forward, in addition to current initiatives, policies to increase youth employment 
will be supplemented by additional measures under the Youth Guarantee which will be rolled 
out in 2014.

The Department of Social Protection has set up an interdepartmental group with officials 
and programme managers from the Department of Education and Skills, Department of Jobs 
Enterprise and Innovation, and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, to review the 
current range of youth employment policies in Ireland to assess what measures will need to be 
taken to commence the implementation of the Guarantee. It is intended to produce a concrete 
plan for the implementation of the Guarantee for consideration by the Government in Decem-
ber before being transmitted to the European Commission by the end of 2013. 

As an initial step towards preparing for implementation of the guarantee, provision was 
made in the 2014 Budget for:
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- Changing the eligibility criteria for Jobs Plus to make it easier for young people to qualify 
for the scheme.

- an additional intake of 1,500 young people on to the very successful JobBridge scheme

- ensuring that 1,000 places on the  Tús scheme are targeted at young people

- developing a pilot programme to support young unemployed people to take up opportuni-
ties under schemes such as Your First EURES Job

- ring-fencing a minimum of 2,000 training places for under-25s by the Department of Edu-
cation and Skills, under a follow-up to the successful Momentum programme that operated in 
2013, with income support for participants being provided by my Department

- the Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation making funds available to young entre-
preneurs via Micro finance Ireland and other business start-up schemes.

In total, the provision across these headings in the 2014 Budget comes to about €46 million.

20/11/2013WRP00350Disability Allowance Appeals

20/11/2013WRP00400108. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the 
delay in issuing a decision on a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [49619/13]

20/11/2013WRP00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14 
August 2013.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 5 November 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.

The Department informs me that backlog clearance activity in the Disability Allowance 
area has increased the number of appeals being dealt with on that scheme.  Consequently, there 
are still some delays occurring there in having papers sent to the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
for processing.  Every effort is being made to ensure that the relevant papers are prepared and 
submitted to the SWAO as quickly as possible.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2013WRP00550Youth Guarantee

20/11/2013WRP00600109. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection from where 
the €200 million funding for the youth guarantee is coming; from where the third of this as an 
Irish contribution is coming in view of the fact that we have only budgeted €14 million this year 
for the youth guarantee; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [49623/13]

20/11/2013WRP00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
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tion has set up an interdepartmental group with officials and programme managers from the 
Department of Education and Skills, Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation, and the 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs, to review the current range of youth employment 
policies in Ireland to assess what measures will need to be taken to commence the implementa-
tion of the Youth Guarantee. The Department of Social Protection has also engaged the assis-
tance of the OECD in developing the Youth Guarantee Policy.

 It is intended to produce a concrete plan for the implementation of the Guarantee for con-
sideration by the Government in December before being transmitted to the European Commis-
sion by the end of 2013. Development of the implementation plan will include identification of 
the costs of implementation, and how it is envisaged that these will be met. (how much can be 
provided from domestic sources, and what is the likely support from EU funds, e.g. European 
Social Fund (ESF) and Youth Employment Initiative (ESF)).

For Ireland this plan will likely require:

-  Earmarking a quota of additional places/opportunities for young people on existing 
schemes.

-  Varying the eligibility conditions for access to certain schemes by young people - for ex-
ample reduce the eligibility criteria so that young people can access places/opportunities after 4 
– 6 months of unemployment rather than the general requirement of 12 months unemployment.

-  Expanding the range of opportunities currently on offer to young people in the form of 
further education and training, internships, subsidised private-sector recruitment, and supports 
for self-employment.

In 2012, we spent an estimated €170m on participation in employment, training and further 
education programmes for jobless young people. Significant further amounts were expended 
on mainstream provision of further and higher education preparing young people for entry 
to working life. Final estimates of cost and participants for 2013 will be produced at the end 
of this year when full-year cost and participant estimates (including age-breakdowns) will be 
available.

As an initial step towards preparing for implementation of the guarantee, provision was 
made in the 2014 Budget for:

- Changing the eligibility criteria for Jobs Plus to make it easier for young people to qualify 
for the scheme.

- an additional intake of 1,500 young people on to the very successful JobBridge scheme

- ensuring that 1,000 places on the  Tús scheme are targeted at young people

- developing a pilot programme to support young unemployed people to take up opportuni-
ties under schemes such as Your First EURES Job

- ring-fencing a minimum of 2,000 training places for under-25s by the Department of Edu-
cation and Skills, under a follow-up to the successful Momentum programme that operated in 
2013, with income support for participants being provided by my Department

- the Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation making funds available to young entre-
preneurs via Micro finance Ireland and other business start-up schemes.

In total, the provision across these headings in the 2014 Budget comes to about €46 million. 
The final amount of expenditure on youth programmes for 2014 cannot be predicted with cer-
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tainty as it will in part be determined by the level of take-up by young people and on the mix of 
programmes involved. It is however likely to be significantly up on 2012 levels.

Given the scale of existing and future provision it is clear that the bulk of funding for labour 
market programmes for young people will continue to come from domestic exchequer sources. 
We will however endeavour to maximise Ireland’s share of the additional funding available 
from the EU. 

It is estimated that EU funding (ESF and YEI) for these programmes will be of the order of 
€64 million in respect of each of the years 2014 and 2015. Given the way the funding is struc-
tured, in order to recoup these amounts from the EU in due course, it will be necessary that we 
spend, in the first instance, close to €100 million on relevant programmes each year, or close to 
€200 million in 2014-2015 overall. As will be clear from the above, it is anticipated that actual 
expenditure will be significantly in excess of that amount over the period concerned.

20/11/2013WRP00750Employment Support Services

20/11/2013WRP00800110. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if assistance will 
be offered to help secure employment by way of training/upskilling in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kildare who is currently receiving unemployment benefit; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [49630/13]

20/11/2013WRP00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was inter-
viewed by an officer from the Maynooth Employment Service’s office on 12 July 2013 and on 
that day she applied for two computer courses.  In October 2013 the person concerned informed 
the Department that she wished to withdraw her applications for the courses due to domestic 
circumstances and since then she has not been in contact with the Maynooth Employment Ser-
vice’s office. It is open to the person concerned to re-engage with the Department’s Employ-
ment Services to explore the options available to her.

20/11/2013WRP00950Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

20/11/2013WRP01000111. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason payment of job-
seeker’s allowance has ceased in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [49635/13]

20/11/2013WRP01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was refused 
jobseeker’s allowance by a Deciding Officer of the Department on the grounds that his means 
exceeded the statutory limit. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned 
together with the relevant Departmental papers were received by that office on 18 November 
2013 and that the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision 
on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2013WRP01150Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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20/11/2013WRP01200112. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
a carer’s allowance appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [49640/13]

20/11/2013WRP01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
18 October 2013. The Appeals Officer will shortly decide whether she will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, whether an oral hear-
ing will be required in order to determine the appeal.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 113 and 114 withdrawn.

20/11/2013WRQ00075Disability Allowance Appeals

20/11/2013WRQ00100115. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a 
disability allowance appeal will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipper-
ary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [49652/13]

20/11/2013WRQ00200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21st 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice on 11th November 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2013WRQ00250Pensions Reform

20/11/2013WRQ00300116. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if, in her review of 
pension strategies, she has considered total expense ratio, TER, for measuring pension invest-
ment costs as a comparator against international players and indigenous providers so that TER 
could become for pensions what APR is for mortgages; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [49668/13]

20/11/2013WRQ00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Report on Pension Charges 
2012 was undertaken by my Department, working with the Central Bank and the Pensions 
Board, and with support from PWC.  The primary objective of the report was to gather informa-
tion on pension charges levied, to assess whether these charges are reasonable and transparent, 
to report on the findings and to make recommendations.  The report highlights a wide range 
of issues in relation to pension charges and identifies that there are major challenges to be ad-
dressed in the two main areas of reasonableness and transparency of charges. 

The Report considers the use of the Total Expense Ratio (TER) as a measure to provide  
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clarity of overall pension charges, including implicit investment charges.  TERs relate to the 
costs associated with investment fund management and are particularly relevant to investment 
management costs because they incorporate the additional operational costs of investment 
funds, such as fund administration and audit fees.  However, as the Report outlines, such costs 
do not cover the full range of pension charges.  For example, administration and distribution 
costs also impact on pension charging structures, and these costs are not reflected in TERs.  A 
TER and an annual management charge for an investment fund will differ and this variance 
reflects the additional operational costs of the fund in question.  Such additional costs impact 
on pension savers as they are built into unit prices.  Other  non-operational costs such as stamp 
duty and brokerage commissions do not form part of a TER and may also affect pension savers. 

The launch of the Report on Pension Charges was followed by a three month consultation 
with stakeholders.  There was a broad range of views expressed in the submissions received as 
well as a range of suggestions and proposals aimed at improving various aspects of the pen-
sion charging environment.  Following the consultation period, it was agreed by Government 
in April 2013 that the recommendations contained in the report will be implemented, and this 
work has commenced.  A Key Recommendation of The Pension Charges Report was to “Moni-
tor developments and continue efforts to develop a single standard measure that would assess 
all costs and charges and thereby enable easier comparisons to be made”.

A Pension Charges Working Group is in place to initiate actions that follow up on the rec-
ommendations of the report.  This group comprises the Department of Social Protection, the 
Pensions Board and the Central Bank.  Each has a core role to play in delivering on the recom-
mendations contained within the Report on Pension Charges and work has commenced in this 
regard.  The Working Group supports the development of a single standard measure to allow 
comparability of charges and the Pensions Board, Central Bank and DSP will work to examine 
the potential for this measure of expenses and how charges might be communicated.

20/11/2013WRQ00450Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

20/11/2013WRQ00500117. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Social Protection the circumstances 
under which a person may retain his or her social welfare payment while receiving back to 
education allowance.  [49680/13]

20/11/2013WRQ00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Pro-
tection provides a number of options to support second chance education under its Back to 
Education Programme to support Government policy on activation in Pathways to Work.  This 
programme consists of the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) Scheme, a Part-time educa-
tion option and an option to support jobseekers to access shorter duration education, training 
and development opportunities.  Courses of education can range from basic foundation courses 
through to degree level and limited postgraduate courses.

BTEA is designed to support full-time second chance education.  It enables eligible persons 
to pursue approved education courses that leads to a higher qualification than that already held 
and to continue to receive income support for the duration of a course of study, subject to con-
ditions.  BTEA covers full-time second level courses and third level courses to higher diploma 
level (level 8 in the national framework of qualifications).  

In order to qualify for the BTEA a jobseeker must attend a full-time course of study at sec-
ond or third level leading to a progression of qualifications held by the person in a recognised 
college, be a specific age and be in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment for a specified 
period of time.  Detailed information on BTEA and the other options referred to are available 
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on my Department’s website, www.welfare.ie or by contacting one of the Department’s offices.

20/11/2013WRQ00650Work Placement Programmes

20/11/2013WRQ00700118. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo will receive approval for a JobBridge scheme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [49681/13]

20/11/2013WRQ00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department confirmed, on 
15 November, that Ms. Noone was eligible to participate on JobBridge, the National Intern-
ship Scheme.  It is now simply a matter for Ms. Noone’s host organisation to log on to their 
JobBridge account and insert an appropriate start date for Ms. Noone.  The internship can then 
commence immediately.  Officials from my Department contacted both Ms. Noone and the host 
organisation on 18 November to advise them of this situation.

20/11/2013WRQ00850Disability Allowance Appeals

20/11/2013WRQ00900119. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
be made on a review of a decision to refuse a disability allowance in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [49685/13]

20/11/2013WRQ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case.   Every effort will be made to hear the 
case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be informed when arrangements for the oral 
hearing have been made.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2013WRQ01050Employment Support Services

20/11/2013WRQ01100120. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Social Protection the range of retrain-
ing and re-education opportunities available to former self-employed persons to assist them in 
re-entering the workforce; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [49703/13]

20/11/2013WRQ01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Any person of working age who 
does not qualify for jobseeker’s benefit may claim means tested jobseeker’s allowance.  Sub-
ject to means and other qualifying conditions, self-employed persons may claim jobseeker’s 
allowance if their business ceases or there is reduced demand for their services.  Typically over 
80% of jobseeker’s allowance claims from self-employed persons have been awarded over 
recent years.  People who were previously self-employed and are now in receipt of jobseeker’s 
allowance have access to the full range of activation measures available to other job-seeker’s 
allowance recipients.  

Given the scale of unemployment levels, the key objective of activation policy and labour 
market initiatives is to offer assistance to those most in need of support in securing work and 
achieving financial self-sufficiency.  This policy objective prioritises scarce resources to those 
in receipt of qualifying welfare payments.  Accordingly the employment services and schemes 
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provided by the Department are focused in the first instance on this cohort of unemployed 
people.  However, many services are available to the formerly self-employed who are not in 
receipt of a social welfare payment. 

For example employment services, such as advice on job-search activities and the use of 
online job search tools, are available to people if they register with the Department’s employ-
ment services offices, regardless of their social welfare status.  Further, unemployed persons 
not in receipt of payments, including the previously self-employed, may also be eligible to 
avail of up-skilling opportunities, for example through ETB (formerly FÁS) training for unem-
ployed people, but are not eligible to receive a training allowance while undertaking the course.  
Springboard and Skillnets courses for unemployed people, funded through the Department of 
Education and Skills, are also open to people who were previously self-employed, regardless 
of their social welfare status.

20/11/2013WRR00150Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/11/2013WRR00200121. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [49744/13]

20/11/2013WRR00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  The Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

20/11/2013WRR00350Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/11/2013WRR00400122. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an 
invalidity pension will be made in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [49755/13]

20/11/2013WRR00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21 
October 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice on 13 November 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2013WRR00550Job Initiatives

20/11/2013WRR00600123. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
participating in the job activation measures (details supplied) on 30 June 2011.  [49777/13]
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20/11/2013WRR00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Data on participation on most 
activation programmes are now published each month as part of the official CSO Live Register 
Statement.  Information for the month to which the question refers was included in the annexe, 
page 13, of the monthly Live Register Statement for July 2012. The statement can be accessed 
on the CSO website at: http://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/labourmarket/archive/re-
leasearchive2012/.  Data for the specific programmes mentioned in the question are set out in 
the table.

Programme/Scheme Numbers, June 2011
Community Employment (excl. Supervisors) 21,937
Tús 0
Part-time Job Incentive 161
Internship 0
Back to Work Enterprise Allowance 9,601
Short-term Enterprise Allowance 1,229
Rural Social Scheme* (excl. Supervisors) 2,552
Job Initiative Scheme* 1,270
*Figures from DSP.

20/11/2013WRR00750Youth Guarantee

20/11/2013WRR00800124. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if the youth 
guarantee funding from the EU will be subject to macroeconomic conditionality; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [49778/13]

20/11/2013WRR00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Deputy appears to be referring 
to the €6 billion Youth Employment Initiative. The detailed regulations for this Initiative are 
still under negotiation as part of the overall negotiations on the EU Structural Funds for 2014-
2020.  These negotiations are being led overall for Ireland by the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform, with the Department of Education and Skills taking the lead in relation to 
the Youth Employment Initiative because of its links to the European Social Fund. 

I am advised that Macro-economic conditionality will be a feature of the next round of 
Structural Funds, including the European Social Fund on which the Youth Employment Initia-
tive is based.  The relevant provisions of the Common Provisions Regulation governing the 
Structural Funds will provide that the Commission may request a Member State to review 
and propose amendments to its Partnership Agreement and relevant programmes, where this is 
necessary to support the implementation of relevant Council recommendations or to maximise 
the growth impact of European Structural and Investment Funds in Member States receiving 
financial assistance from the EU.

20/11/2013WRR00950Disability Allowance Appeals

20/11/2013WRR01000125. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on the review of further medical evidence to support an appeal of a decision on a 
disability allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [49779/13]

20/11/2013WRR01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
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has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case.  Every effort will be made to hear the 
case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be informed when arrangements for the oral 
hearing have been made.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the 
Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 126 and 127 withdrawn.

20/11/2013WRS00150Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

20/11/2013WRS00200128. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Social Protection if the back to educa-
tion allowance which has been available for qualified candidates undertaking a higher diploma 
in education will be available for the masters in education which is replacing the higher diploma 
as a teaching qualification; if it is not available, the reasons for same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [49829/13]

20/11/2013WRS00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to education allowance 
(BTEA) scheme is designed to support second chance education.  It enables eligible persons 
to pursue approved education courses that leads to a higher qualification than that already held 
and to continue to receive income support for the duration of a course of study, subject to con-
ditions.  BTEA covers full-time second level courses and third level courses to higher diploma 
level (level 8 in the national framework of qualifications) including the professional diploma in 
education (primary and secondary teaching).  The BTEA does not provide income support for 
students pursuing other postgraduate qualifications, masters or doctorates. 

  Questions Nos. 129 and 130 withdrawn.

20/11/2013WRS00425Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRS00500131. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of quan-
gos operating under the aegis of her Department; the total number of directors sitting on their 
boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of directors of these 
quangos; the number of quangos that have been created since the formation of the Government; 
the number that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost to the taxpayer of the 
establishment and operation of these new quangos; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [49958/13]

20/11/2013WRS00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The statutory bodies operating 
under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Citizens Information Board, the 
Pensions Board, the Pensions Ombudsman (which does not have a board) and the Social Wel-
fare Tribunal.  No new State Agency or Quango has been created or abolished since the forma-
tion of the Government.  Details of the numbers of directors sitting on each board (including 
chairpersons) and the aggregate fees paid are set out in the following table.
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Agency/ Board Year Number of Directors 
per year (to include 
the Chairperson)

Total 
cost €

Citizens Information 
Board 

2011 (from March) 2012
2013 (to 31 October) 

15
13
13

85,049
66,550
34,527

Pensions Board* 2011 ( from March)
2012
2013 (to 31 October)

15
15
15

86,284
90,203
74,100

Social Welfare 
Tribunal**

2011(from March)
2012
2013 (to 31 October) 

1
1
1

Nil
Nil
Nil

 *The operations of the Pensions Board, including payment of fees to the board members, 
are largely financed by annual fees payable to it by occupational pension schemes and by pro-
viders of Personal Retirement Savings Accounts and trust Retirement Annuity Contracts.

The Public Service Reform Programme provided for a critical review of the integration of 
the regulatory functions of the Pensions Board with the Financial Regulator and the merging 
of the Pensions Ombudsman with the Financial Services Ombudsman.  The recommendations 
arising out of the Critical Review on the Pensions Board were approved by Government in 
April 2013 and were provided for in the Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2013.

It was recommended that the governance structure of the Pensions Board be restructured 
with two distinct arms as follows:

- Oversight of the Pensions Board will be undertaken by a three person body called the Pen-
sions Authority. This will consist of a Chairperson and two officials from the Department of 
Social Protection and the Department of Finance;

- A separate unpaid Pensions Council, with a majority of members representing consumer 
interests, will be established to advise me on pensions policy.   

I expect to appoint the Chairperson of the Authority as soon as possible and expressions of 
interest for the appointment to the Pensions Council will be processed through the PAS system 
shortly.  In relation to the Pensions Ombudsman, the Report recommended that this office be 
merged with the Financial Service Ombudsman and arrangements in relation to the implemen-
tation of this recommendation are under active consideration.

**No costs incurred in respect of the Social Welfare Tribunal since the formation of the 
Government in March 2011.

20/11/2013WRS00650Commemorative Events

20/11/2013WRS00700132. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will support the Clontarf 2014 group in its efforts to develop sports, arts and tourism for the 
millennium of the Battle of Clontarf. [49686/13]

20/11/2013WRS00800133. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will support the Clontarf 2014 committee in its plans to celebrate events around the Battle of 
Clontarf in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49760/13]

20/11/2013WRS00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
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take Questions Nos  132 and 133 together.  

A number of events are set to take place during 2014 to commemorate the millennium an-
niversary of the Battle of Clontarf and the death of Brian Ború. In this regard, I am aware of 
plans being developed by Dublin City Council, Clare County Council, Fingal County Council, 
Armagh City and District Council, Waterford City Council and certain historical groups, com-
munity agencies and business interests with connections to the marking of this important point 
in Irish history. 

Feedback from the wider community, voluntary and not-for-profit institutions and organi-
sations associated with the planned commemoration has indicated the need for co-ordination, 
technical support and access to existing State services and facilities. 

I would encourage the bringing together of the activities of Dublin City Council, Fáilte Ire-
land and other interested agencies and bodies, so as to achieve a commemorative programme 
that reflects the influence of the Vikings in Ireland and the Battle of Clontarf as a defining event 
in our history.

The national cultural institutions will play an important role in the commemorative arrange-
ments. The National Museum of Ireland will hold a special exhibition on Brian Ború and the 
Battle of Clontarf in 2014.  The programme will not only present Ireland and Europe in the later 
Viking Age, but also examine the continuing significance of Brian Ború and Clontarf in Irish 
folklore and popular imagination right up to modern times. 

I will be meeting with representatives of the Clontarf 2014 Committee in the coming days 
to discuss the issues involved in this venture. 

20/11/2013WRS00925Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRS01000134. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the num-
ber of quangos operating under the aegis of his Department; the total number of directors sitting 
on their boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of direc-
tors of these quangos; the number of quangos that have been created since the formation of the 
Government; the number that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost to the 
taxpayer of the establishment and operation of these new quangos; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [49948/13]

20/11/2013WRS01100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): A number of 
National Cultural Institutions and other bodies and agencies are funded from my Department’s 
Vote Group and I wish to advise the Deputy that I do not regard them as quangos.  Details of 
these bodies can be found on the Department’s web-site at http://www.ahg.gov.ie/en/AboutUs/
AgenciesBodiesunderDepartmentsAegis.  

In relation to the boards of these bodies, institutions and agencies funded from my Depart-
ment’s Vote Group, the total number of board members at the end of October was 159 and the 
total amount of fees payable in 2013 is €284,542.  

As the Deputy will be aware, some members of boards are not entitled to claim fees due to 
the ‘one salary’ rule.  In addition, some board members have waived their fee on a voluntary 
basis.  In addition, further to a Government decision of October 31st, 2012, members of boards, 
committees or advisory councils at the following institutions will serve without a fee: National 
Gallery of Ireland, National Library of Ireland, National Museum of Ireland, National Archives 
of Ireland, Culture Ireland, Heritage Council, Placenames Commission. Pending the enactment 
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of legislation to enshrine this new approach, I wrote to organisations in November 2012 to re-
quest they implement this approach voluntarily. The board members of the National Museum 
of Ireland have all waived their fees in this regard.  It should also be noted that the board of 
Culture Ireland has been replaced with an Expert Advisory Committee and the board of the 
Placenames Commission has been replaced by the Placenames Committee – both Committees 
operate pro bono.  

When appointing the new board of the Irish Film Board in January 2013, I reduced the 
Chairperson and ordinary board member fees by 100%.  Each of the new members of the Irish 
Film Board serve without a fee.  It should also be noted that the NAI, IMMA, Crawford Art 
Gallery and Chester Beatty Library and the ordinary board members of the National Concert 
Hall have operated without fees for a number of years.

For the sake of completeness, I should add that appointments to the boards of Foras na 
Gaeilge (16 members) and the Ulster-Scots Agency (8 members), being agencies of the North 
South Implementation Body, An Foras Teanga, are made by the North South Ministerial Coun-
cil, arising from nominations on a 50:50 basis from each jurisdiction.  Relevant board details, 
including fees, are published on the websites www.forasnagaeilge.ie and www.ulsterscotsagen-
cy.com 

20/11/2013WRT00150Offshore Exploration

20/11/2013WRT00200135. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources in view of the positive reports on the potential to bring oil onshore from the Bar-
ryroe and Dalkey fields, his views on the recent report on strategic requirements for oil refining 
which concluded it is not necessary to retain Whitegate in operation.  [49666/13]

20/11/2013WRT00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Whilst there has been some welcome upturn in the level of interest in exploration off our coast 
in recent years, the reality is that the only commercial discoveries of hydrocarbons made in the 
Irish offshore to date are the three producing gas fields in the Kinsale area and the Corrib gas 
field. There have been no commercial discoveries of oil to date.  Despite the low level of com-
mercial discoveries to date, working petroleum systems are known to exist in many of Ireland’s 
offshore basins, as demonstrated by a number of non-commercial discoveries as well as other 
oil and gas indicators such as hydrocarbon shows in wells.   Nevertheless, the oil and gas poten-
tial of the Irish offshore is largely unproven and is likely to remain so until there is a significant 
and sustained increase in the number of exploration wells being drilled from the current levels 
of 1 to 2 wells per year. 

When I published the “Study of the Strategic Case for Oil Refining Requirements on the Is-
land of Ireland” in July this year, I noted that security of oil supply will continue to be of central 
importance to the Irish economy and society into the medium term.  While the study indicated 
that the existing oil import facilities on the island of Ireland taken as a whole offer a robust 
infrastructure, I outlined that the Government’s primary conclusion on the strategic case for oil 
refining is that the presence of an operational refinery on the island of Ireland provides flexibil-
ity enhancing the options available to the State in the event of an oil supply disruption by pro-
viding an alternative source of product thus mitigating a complete reliance on product imports.  
As such, the continued operation of the Whitegate refinery on a commercial basis is highly 
desirable. An operating refinery also adds value to the Irish economy and provides significant 
employment.  I further outlined that in light of the Government’s primary conclusion, we had 
agreed that my Department should liaise with the Irish oil industry and appropriate public bod-
ies to determine available policy options that might facilitate the commercial future of refining 
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in Ireland. I will revert to Government for further consideration of these options in due course.

20/11/2013WRT00350Broadband Service Provision

20/11/2013WRT00400136. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the options or remedies available to a small business owner (details supplied) in 
the Nire Valley in County Waterford in view of the fact that this area has very poor broadband 
connection; the rural broadband provided by 3 is wholly inadequate and is resulting in ongoing 
problems making it very difficult to run a business; if there are plans to improve services in 
this area; the options open to businesses and persons in this area who are unsatisfied with the 
broadband infrastructure and if he will investigate same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [49762/13]

20/11/2013WRT00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives. The market has since developed into a well-reg-
ulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms. Details of broadband services available in each County, 
including County Waterford, can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie. The State 
can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the competitive mar-
ket fails to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS). 
My Department entered into a contract in late 2008 with Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd (“3”) for 
the delivery of the NBS to certain designated Electoral Divisions, including the area referred 
to by the Deputy. The broadband service contracted under NBS is a basic, affordable, scal-
able product in keeping with EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme in September 2007.  The 
Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to radically 
change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is available 
to all citizens and businesses, including those in County Waterford. This will be achieved by 
providing:

 - a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment; and

 - a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services. ComReg has put in place a new 
regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation Access and for service bundles, both of which 
are designed to incentivise the rollout of services by service providers. ComReg’s multiband 
spectrum auction, completed in 2012, is also enabling the rollout of advanced mobile broad-
band services.

In order to progress the State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the 
market to invest, a full procurement process must be designed and EU State Aids approval must 
be obtained. My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the current 
and anticipated investment by the commercial sector to identify where the market is expected 
to deliver high speed broadband services over the coming years. The results of this mapping 
exercise will inform the precise areas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as 
envisaged in the National Broadband Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing. The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
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dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

20/11/2013WRT00525Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRT00600137. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of quangos operating under the aegis of his Department; the total num-
ber of directors sitting on their boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying the 
remuneration of directors of these quangos; the number of quangos that have been created since 
the formation of the Government; the number that have been disbanded over the period; the 
projected cost to the taxpayer of the establishment and operation of these new quangos; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [49950/13]

20/11/2013WRT00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Departmental remit includes complex policy areas and oversight of State regulation and 
provision of key strategic services such as energy and public broadcasting. In this context, the 
number of Commercial State Bodies and Non-Commercial State Bodies, including Regulators, 
currently under the aegis of my Department, is 18. In the case of public bodies established by 
Statute, the maximum, and sometimes minimum, number of persons that may be appointed to 
the Board is generally set out in the relevant legislation. I have set out in the table below the 
maximum number of persons that could be appointed to these bodies together with the upper 
fee level that may be paid in each case. I have in all instances brought to the attention of each 
body the policy initiatives of the Department of Public Expenditure in relation to the payment 
of Board fees, and the payment of board members’ expenses is an operational matter for each 
State body. In the case of Commercial State Bodies, any fees payable are not funded by the 
Exchequer.   I have not established any new State bodies since taking office in March 2011.

The Government, on completion of a wide ranging review of State Bodies, published its 
decision on the rationalisation of such Bodies in Novembers, 2012. In relation to my Depart-
ment, this provided that Ordnance Survey Ireland will be merged with the Property Registration 
Office and the Valuation Office which will, in time, see it transfer to the Department of Justice 
and Equality. The Digital Hub Development Agency will also be merged (initially on an admin-
istrative basis) with Dublin City Council (DCC) pending enactment of legislation. 

There is also provision for certain back-office administrative functions of the Commission 
for Communications Regulation (ComReg) to be merged with the Broadcasting Authority of 
Ireland (BAI). 

Body/Regulator Number of Members Board Fee Applicable
An Post 15 Category 1

Chair: €31,500 
Director: €15,750

Bord Gáis Éireann 9 Category 1 
Chair: €31,500 
Director: €15,750
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Body/Regulator Number of Members Board Fee Applicable
Bord na Móna 12 Category 2 

Chair: €21,600 
Director: €12,600

Broadcasting Authority of 
Ireland

9 Category 4 
Chair: €8,978 
Director: €5,985

Digital Hub Development 
Authority

14** Category 3 
Chair: €11,970 
Director: €7,695

EirGrid 10 Category 2 
Chair: €21,600 
Director: €12,600

ESB 12 Category 1 
Chair: €31,500 
Director: €15,750

Foyle, Carlingford and Irish 
Lights Commission (Loughs 
Agency)

12 Category 3 
Chair: €11,970 
Director: €7,695*

Inland Fisheries Ireland 10 Category 3 
Chair: €11,970 
Director: €7,695

Irish National Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd

5** Category 2 
Chair: €21,600 
Director: €12,600

Mining Board 3 Fees per day/sitting
National Oil Reserves 
Agency

6** Category 4 
Chair: €8,978 
Director: €5,985

Ordnance Survey Ireland 10 Category 3 
Chair: €11,970 
Director: €7,695

RTÉ 12 Category 1 
Chair: €31,500 
Director: €15,750

TG4 12 Category 2 
Chair: €21,600 
Director: €12,600

Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland

12** Category 3 
Chair: €11,970 
Director: €7,695

*The Irish Exchequer pays half of the cost of Loughs Agency board fees.

** Staff in my Department are on the Board and no fee is applicable to them.

20/11/2013WRT00750Dormant Accounts Fund Administration

20/11/2013WRT00800138. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total amount of moneys accumulated to date in the dormant accounts fund 
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since its inception; the amount available at present; his plans to allocate such funds; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [49731/13]

20/11/2013WRT00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under the Dormant Accounts legislation, balances on dormant accounts with banks, 
building societies and An Post and the net encashment value of certain life assurance policies 
are paid into the Dormant Accounts Fund, which is managed by the National Treasury Manage-
ment Agency. The primary purpose of the legislation is to re-unite the original account holders 
with their moneys, including all interest due. In addition, the legislation provides that disburse-
ments from the fund may be made for charitable purposes or for purposes of community benefit.   

Since its establishment in April 2003 to the end of September 2013, the transfers to the 
Dormant Accounts Fund have totalled some €724.6m, which includes interest earned of ap-
proximately €39.8m. Funds reclaimed in that period by account holders amounted to around 
€267.6m. €278m of disbursements have been approved, with €251m already spent on projects 
over the same period, designed to benefit the community. The balance of uncommitted funds at 
30 September 2013 is €120.6m.   

The Disbursement Plan of 2009, put in place by the Dormant Accounts Board, will be 
replaced shortly by a new disbursement scheme in accordance with the Dormant Accounts 
(Amendment) Act 2012. The 2012 Act also provides for the preparation of an action plan, to 
give effect to the disbursement scheme. The plan will indicate the programmes or types of 
projects across a number of Government Departments that may apply for disbursement and 
the maximum funds available. Different amounts may be specified in the plan in relation to a 
particular class or classes of programme or project. 

In 2013, I have allocated €6.385m for Dormant Accounts Measures under the auspices of 
my Department, which includes €2.835m to be used to support labour force activation measures 
in local authorities. The corresponding provision for 2014 is €5.456m, made up of €3.45m cur-
rent and €2.006m capital. This will allow for the continuation of funding to support the labour 
force activation measures and the implementation of a modest action plan. Further data in rela-
tion to Dormant Accounts Funding is available on my Department’s website at www.environ.ie.

20/11/2013WRT00950Mortgage to Rent Scheme Eligibility

20/11/2013WRT01000139. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his Department plans to implement a mortgage-to-rent scheme for families 
who are experiencing severe financial difficulty; the merits of implementing such a scheme 
in respect of its ability to retain the family home as another measure of dealing with the level 
of indebtedness that families currently have; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[49757/13]

20/11/2013WRT01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report 
on mortgage arrears the Government launched a mortgage to rent scheme on a pilot basis in 
February 2012. This scheme was extended nationally in June 2012, targeting those low income 
families whose mortgage situation is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a 
significant change in circumstances in the foreseeable future. The scheme ensures that the fam-
ily remains in their home, while ownership is transferred to an approved housing body who in 
turn rent it to the original owners. Eligibility requirements are in line with other forms of social 
housing support. 
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To date, over 1,570 cases have been submitted by lenders. Of these, 630 borrowers have 
been engaged with, or are in the process of being engaged with, by the lender. 20 sales have 
now been completed with a further 50 sales agreed.  A pilot mortgage to rent scheme for the 
most acute cases of local authority mortgage arrears was launched earlier in 2013, in Westmeath 
County and Dublin City Councils, and has now been completed. It is intended to implement this 
scheme throughout the local authority sector in the near future.

20/11/2013WRT01150Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

20/11/2013WRT01200140. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will clarify the amount of funding being allocated to counties Carlow and 
Kilkenny as part of the housing adaptation programme for 2014; if he will consider removing 
the monetary figure attached to the funding such as the €6,000 for walk-in shower, €10,500 for 
housing aid for older people grants, €30,000 for HGDs and instead base each application on its 
own merit, on a case-by-case basis; if he will consider prioritising cases of elderly couples who 
are in receipt of the contributory-non-contributory pension only for adaptation grants; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [49761/13]

20/11/2013WRT01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Abridged Estimate for my Department, published by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in Expenditure Report 2014, provides some 
€28.6 million in respect of the suite of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability. 
The Estimates provision will be supplemented by the recently announced €10 million in addi-
tional funding for this measure, giving an overall provision in 2014 of €38.6 million, some €4.3 
million more than the initial Exchequer allocation in 2013. The increased allocation will facili-
tate the payment of more than 7,800 grants to assist older people and people with disabilities to 
remain at home for longer. I intend to announce details of the capital allocations to individual 
local authorities early in 2014.

My Department is currently reviewing the operation of the grant schemes in consultation 
with the local authorities and groups representing older people and people with disabilities with 
the objective of targeting those in most need and ensuring that the maximum numbers of house-
holds can benefit from these schemes. My Department will continue to explore all opportuni-
ties to stretch the available resources, including through co-operation with the Health Service 
Executive and other agencies. I intend to announce revised terms and conditions for the grant 
schemes in the coming weeks.

20/11/2013WRT01350Local Authority Charges Collection

20/11/2013WRT01400141. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount of commercial rates written off as bad debts over the past six years 
for each local authority; the total revenue stream lost to local authorities as a result of com-
mercial rates written off as bad debts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49772/13]

20/11/2013WRT01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority. As with 
all local charges, the invoicing and collection of due amounts is a matter for the local authority 
concerned to manage in the light of prevailing local circumstances and in accordance with nor-
mal accountancy procedures.  Details, sourced from audited local authority Annual Financial 
Statements, in relation to the amount of commercial rates written off in years 2006 to 2011 (the 
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latest year for which audited data is available), are set out in the table below.  

Rates Written Off - 2006-2011 (€)

Authority 
Name 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Carlow 4,247 48,659 63,701 84,558 65,201 514,264 
Cavan 95,267 106,716 78,828 150,332 767,529 1,322,456 
Clare 343,619 301,577 419,856 396,538 205,650 269,821 
Cork 2,907,572 3,279,302 3,868,254 5,041,167 6,672,558 9,849,863 
Donegal 2,011,539 2,137,878 2,302,580 1,363,280 2,492,414 3,432,462 
Fingal 652,705 886,521 1,364,689 2,141,388 3,757,096 6,992,569 
Dun 
Laoghaire/
Rathdown 

0 1,464,053 1,161,247 1,712,032 3,325,110 6,864,448 

Galway 1,746,905 1,951,482 2,636,068 2,727,353 4,043,523 3,639,288 
Kerry 1,628,376 2,050,403 1,719,763 2,362,878 2,368,421 3,443,752 
Kildare 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kilkenny 507,459 498,011 1,013,476 1,237,416 1,699,530 1,808,986 
Laois 158,592 119,570 172,267 271,481 659,583 535,774 
Leitrim 250,336 339,461 439,741 545,554 696,734 882,051 
Limerick 1,577,716 1,720,067 1,948,681 2,644,874 4,028,917 4,150,636 
Longford 278,783 272,432 410,706 204,541 117,420 813,425 
Louth 519,162 617,097 654,051 756,462 946,116 966,060 
Mayo 1,370,803 1,438,372 1,649,093 2,484,383 2,533,929 2,958,216 
Meath 0 0 0 0 0 2,610,559 
Monaghan 290,748 211,786 274,444 602,947 1,022,223 994,360 
North 
Tipperary 

38,921 44,232 77,122 188,260 316,956 409,171 

Offaly 689,566 395,289 567,400 803,689 937,826 717,747 
Roscom-
mon 

26,299 31,383 751,669 1,563,232 1,688,361 2,100,010 

Sligo 386,217 176,004 283,838 579,355 671,143 630,018 
South 
Dublin 

2,453,856 2,192,432 -188,700 1,687,009 3,012,133 3,559,276 

South 
Tipperary 

72,961 3,716 2,380 1,760 24,720 -2 

Waterford 364,132 509,005 383,252 408,964 530,506 931,303 
Westmeath 34,301 66,805 1,480 236,607 178,733 144,669 
Wexford 532,622 606,820 509,989 660,644 398,791 826,444 
Wicklow 408,539 579,045 1,260,842 1,464,190 1,730,389 2,300,005 
Cork 216,922 188,362 313,373 1,852,616 3,483,443 4,852,617 
Dublin 19,900,844 17,718,465 5,616,183 6,247,794 9,035,651 12,882,359 
Galway 1,358,281 1,500,777 2,627,132 2,435,131 4,664,801 4,745,866 
Limerick 2,454,506 2,742,128 2,079,954 1,823,528 2,676,147 3,570,993 
Waterford 116,822 89,214 143,235 189,950 192,323 650,384 
Clonmel 32,531 0 0 47,189 38,886 53,726 
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Authority 
Name 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Drogheda 368,612 952,938 928,391 2,149,886 2,517,366 2,328,721 
Kilkenny 148,418 234,328 457,958 555,533 838,460 923,453 
Sligo 745,744 1,322,193 661,977 890,046 1,127,339 1,265,723 
Wexford 292,330 303,771 209,381 467,995 714,075 693,665 
Arklow 87,576 258,683 413,109 520,877 638,080 714,498 
Athlone 0 14,374 0 0 99,142 182,549 
Athy 0 0 0 0 0 610,532 
Ballina 479,587 554,858 525,779 729,526 851,891 814,084 
Ballinasloe 234,974 272,079 321,894 324,172 437,460 434,160 
Birr 197,494 205,713 270,109 233,453 0 306,211 
Bray 467,251 541,561 734,883 704,429 369,999 544,012 
Buncrana 359,229 282,927 282,303 762,828 569,131 534,954 
Bundoran 30,008 36,039 54,630 87,232 76,240 177,139 
Carlow 62,202 58,618 161,463 110,825 116,322 362,801 
Carrick on 
Suir 

69,100 14,523 3,253 4,606 0 12,762 

Carrick-
macross 

44,482 36,121 51,037 88,280 78,791 132,419 

Cashel 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Castlebar 374,745 424,300 537,165 682,085 800,826 861,222 
Castle-
blayney 

78,488 90,093 150,298 133,134 143,966 276,944 

Cavan 85,465 259,398 213,192 300,985 271,722 422,298 
Clonakility 20,874 12,773 12,343 52,862 159,339 118,317 
Clones 113,373 65,752 51,175 128,492 121,380 202,715 
Cobh 88,714 64,784 125,741 146,664 303,998 226,826 
Dundalk 816,465 874,504 409,189 966,133 1,831,808 651,355 
Dungarvan 372,368 434,906 276,356 311,792 478,296 575,806 
Ennis 263,553 339,577 540,437 591,822 528,930 502,755 
Ennis-
corthy 

10,588 11,661 51,780 58,316 131,649 118,904 

Fermoy 112,936 102,313 138,402 204,826 224,882 170,099 
Kells 0 0 0 0 0 199,690 
Killarney 759,775 715,466 654,326 833,203 918,274 1,235,852 
Kilrush 16,304 4,793 1,970 7,777 12,820 31,854 
Kinsale 19,041 15,216 51,171 14,472 309,488 83,553
Letter-
kenny 

147,578 154,583 347,679 388,328 869,900 918,515 

Listowel 96,957 103,557 217,702 209,707 244,837 288,105 
Longford 117,150 339,919 339,023 591,740 526,848 840,294 
Macroom 34,395 4,899 5,855 51,661 191,450 163,677 
Mallow 54,023 56,559 135,168 171,242 246,973 546,072 
dleton 42,296 94,332 80,524 108,601 159,674 286,832 
Monaghan 234,785 308,221 299,864 538,040 566,891 592,916 
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Authority 
Name 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Naas 27,490 5,473 886 0 3,828 18,520 
Navan 0 0 0 331,598 996,615 975,358 
Nenagh 310,078 177,348 247,242 377,330 386,733 412,067 
New Ross 0 24,976 12,565 8,065 93,602 120,724 
Skibbereen 89,479 118,618 133,064 161,644 168,981 160,658 
Temple-
more 

7,002 5,925 14,354 16,509 39,623 45,549 

Thurles 92,734 121,320 215,490 344,008 409,940 634,846 
Tipperary 0 1,278 0 0 39,348 7,214 
Tralee 974,664 982,956 1,179,870 2,912,370 2,696,114 2,788,085 
Trim 0 0 0 0 0 232,801 
Tullamore 346,570 543,070 855,628 736,996 701,140 800,081 
Westport 89,385 164,327 121,984 149,391 282,849 269,144 
Wicklow 207,178 191,001 230,205 291,953 256,035 300,894 
Youghal 178,204 182,887 440,598 339,981 321,338 463,991 

20/11/2013WRU00075Public Sector Pensions

20/11/2013WRU00100142. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that in a reply to a parliamentary ques-
tion on 27 September 2012, he divulged that the payments to the Westmeath county manager 
who retired on 3 January 2006 consisted of a lump sum-gratuity payment of €200,000 and an 
annual pension of €51,000; and that the payments to the Monaghan county manager who retired 
on 30 November 2010 consisted of a lump sum payment of €201,000 and an annual pension of 
€68,290; in a reply to a parliamentary question on 4 July 2013 he divulged that the payments to 
the Wexford county manager who retired on 30 November 2012 consisted of a lump sum pay-
ment of €202,000 and an annual pension of €67,548; if he will now divulge the payments made 
to the Sligo county manager who retired on 3 November 2013; the reason the Sligo county man-
ager received a much larger sum than the aforementioned county managers; the type of bonus 
system that was in place to ensure increased payments for the retiring Sligo county manager; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49781/13]

20/11/2013WRU00200143. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform told Dáil Éireann that payments to everybody the public purse should be known; if 
his Department received any form of representations or communications from the County and 
City Managers Association and-or the Local Government Management Agency requesting that 
payments to retiring county managers should not be made public; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [49782/13]

20/11/2013WRU00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 142 and 143 together.

The former Sligo County Manager retired on 3 November and received superannuation ben-
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efits under Article 78(1) of the Local Government (Superannuation) (Consolidation) Scheme 
1998 to 2012. Details of the superannuation benefits are outlined in the following table: 

Local 
Authority 
Manager 
for: 

Retirement 
Date 

Age on 
Retirement 

Added 
Years 

Annual 
Pension 

Lump Sum 
Payment 

Special 
Severance 
Gratuity 
Payment 

Sligo 3 Novem-
ber 2013 

57 Nil €62,827 €188,482 €62,827 

My Department has not received any form of representations or communications from the 
County and City Managers Association or the Local Government Management Agency request-
ing that payments to retiring County Managers should not be made public.  In accordance 
with the Government decision in respect of Secretaries General, which also applies to city and 
county managers, my Department has amended the regulations in respect of the superannua-
tion benefits of city and county managers.  Newly appointed city and county managers, unless 
they have already reached pension age, no longer benefit from immediate payment of pension 
and lump sum before they reach their preserved pension age; nor do they benefit from notional 
added years for pension purposes.

20/11/2013WRU00350Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

20/11/2013WRU00400144. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if and when consideration will be given to the approval of the group-small 
sewerage scheme at Kilmacraddock, Maynooth, County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [49808/13]

20/11/2013WRU00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes 
group sewerage schemes, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997.  In December 
2012, I announced an increase in the grant for group sewerage schemes to €6,500 per house or 
75% of the cost of the scheme, whichever is the lesser.  The previous rate of grant available was 
€2,031.58 per house or 75% of the cost, whichever was the lesser.

I propose, in the first instance, to carry out a number of pilot schemes based on the increased 
grant level.  My Department asked local authorities to include in their requests for funding un-
der the 2013 Rural Water Programme proposals for pilot group sewerage schemes which might 
be viable based on the increased grant.  Following an examination of the proposals received, 
with particular regard to the environmental justification provided and the estimated costs, I 
have approved grant assistance towards pilot schemes in nine different counties, including one, 
with an estimated cost of €80,000, at Boston Cottages in Co. Kildare.  The proposal received 
from Kildare County Council for Kilmacredock, which had an estimated cost of €800,000, was 
not selected as a pilot scheme.  Progress on the selected pilot schemes will be reviewed in due 
course with a view to deciding how best to proceed with the grant scheme.

20/11/2013WRU00525Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRU00600145. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of quangos operating under the aegis of his Department; the total 
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number of directors sitting on their boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying 
the remuneration of directors of these quangos; the number of quangos that have been created 
since the formation of the Government; the number that have been disbanded over the period; 
the projected cost to the taxpayer of the establishment and operation of these new quangos; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [49953/13]

20/11/2013WRU00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department’s agency rationalisation programme has seen the number of agencies 
reduce from 21 to 10.  A further reduction to 8 is planned for 2014 with the merger of the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland and the 
dissolution of the Dublin Docklands Development Authority.

The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as a subsidiary 
of Bórd Gáis Éireann to be formed and registered under the Companies Act.   Further com-
prehensive legislation will see the transfer of water services functions from 34 water services 
authorities to Irish Water.  From 1 May 2009, fees for Board members were reduced by 10% 
in line with the Government decision to revise the fees for non-executive Chairpersons and 
members of Boards of State Bodies.  From 1 January 2010, fees were further reduced in line 
with the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009.  In addition, in 
2012, my Department contacted State Agencies under its aegis, requesting that Board members 
be offered the option to waive fees on a discretionary basis.

The information requested in relation to the agencies under the aegis of my Department 
is set out in the following table.  The details of fees/remuneration for chairs and members of 
Boards reflect the level of fees attaching to the positions concerned.  Where public servants are 
appointed to Boards, fees are generally not payable.  Details in relation to the actual fees paid to 
individual Board members are available in the annual reports of the bodies concerned.

Agency Post Number Fees/ Remuneration 
Dublin Docklands 
Development Authority 

Chairperson 1 €20,520 

 - Member 7 €11,970 
Housing Finance Agency Chairperson 1 €11,970 
 - Member 10 €7,695 
Irish Water Safety Chairperson 1 €8,978 
 - Member 12 Nil 
Housing & Sustainable 
Communities Agency 

Chairperson 1 €11,970 

 - Member 5 €7,695 
Local Government Man-
agement Agency 

Chairperson 1 Nil 

 - Member 10 Nil 
Private Residential Tenan-
cies Board / Rent Tribunal 

Chairperson 1 * 

 - Member 9 * 
Radiological Protection 
Institute of Ireland (RPII) 

Chairperson 1 €11,970 

 - Member 10 €7,695 
Western Development 
Commission 

Chairperson 1 € 8,978 
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Agency Post Number Fees/ Remuneration 
 - Member 10 € 5,985 
An Bord Pleanála ** Chairperson 1 PPC Rate: €175,877 
 -  -  - Non PCC Rate: €167,300 
 - Deputy Chair 1 PPC Rate: €124,716 
 -  -  - Non PCC Rate: €118,581 
 - Member 8 PPC Rate: €109,580 
 -  -  - Non PCC Rate: €104,317 
Environmental Protection 
Agency ** 

Director General 1 PPC Rate: €153,162 

 -  -  - Non PPC: €145,679 
 - Deputy Director 

General 
1 PPC Rate: €130,881 

 -  -  - Non-PPC Rate: €125,011 
 - Directors 3 PPC Rate: €119,381 
 -  -  - Non-PPC Rate: €113,511 
* Those PRTB/Rent Tribunal members of the Board who are entitled to Board fees are paid 

such fees on an attendance basis only.  Details regarding the scale of fees and the amounts paid 
are published in the annual reports of the PRTB.

** The Boards of An Bord Pleanála and the Environmental Protection Agency are executive 
in nature, and Board members are full-time, salaried positions.

20/11/2013WRU00750Garda Deployment

20/11/2013WRU00800146. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí engaged in community policing in each county; the number of persons engaged in 
community policing including volunteers and Garda Reserve members; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [49624/13]

20/11/2013WRU00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreci-
ate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel among the Garda 
Regions, Divisions, and Districts, the various Garda national units and of course Garda Head-
quarters.  Garda management keep this distribution under continuing review in the context of 
crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these 
resources.  The Deputy will understand that as with any large organisation, on any given day, 
the overall strength of the organisation may fluctuate due, for example, to retirements, resig-
nations etc.  I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of 
Community Gardaí and Garda Reserves in each Division on 30 September 2013, the latest date 
for which figures are readily available, are set out in the following table.  It should be noted that 
all Gardaí have responsibility, inter alia, to deal with Community Policing issues as and when 
they arise.

Division Community Reserve
D.M.R. SC 58 75
D.M.R. NC 135 63
D.M.R. North 68 58
D.M.R. East 30 21



Questions - Written Answers

918

Division Community Reserve
D.M.R. South 54 48
D.M.R. West 69 64
Waterford 51 38
Wexford 13 30
Tipperary 90 40
Kilkenny/Carlow 99 39
Cork City 27 67
Cork North 8 26
Cork West 4 30
Kerry 7 35
Limerick 62 54
Donegal 30 30
Cavan/Monaghan 6 24
Sligo/Leitrim 9 25
Louth 16 51
Clare 7 15
Mayo 3 35
Galway 18 69
Roscommon/Longford 8 20
Westmeath 11 29
Meath 12 39
Kildare 0 33
Laois/Offaly 11 32
Wicklow 18 39
Total 923 1129

20/11/2013WRU00950Crime Data

20/11/2013WRU01000147. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
figures in respect of crime rates (details supplied) in the Stepaside area of Dublin south fol-
lowing the closure of Stepaside Garda station; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[49625/13]

20/11/2013WRU01100149. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied 
that the crime rates have not risen in the Stepaside area of Dublin south since the closure of the 
Garda station in Stepaside.  [49628/13]

20/11/2013WRU01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 147 and 149 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the decision to close a number of Garda stations in 2013, in-
cluding Stepaside Garda Station, was the result of a comprehensive operational assessment car-
ried out by the Garda Commissioner, the objective of which was to ensure that Garda resources 
are used in the best and most efficient way possible.  In particular, freeing up Gardaí from 
desk duties has increased the number of Gardaí available for frontline policing and confronting 
crime.

I have full confidence in An Garda Síochána’s capacity to meet the policing needs of the 
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community in the Stepaside area, as they do throughout the country, and as is reflected in the 
ongoing reduction in the overall level of crime.  In this regard I am informed that a number of 
Garda initiatives are in place to provide crime prevention advice to members of the public and 
businesses in the area.  Two Garda Clinics have been established to provide a positive point 
of contact between the Gardaí and the public and an additional Garda vehicle has been made 
available to Community Gardaí for patrolling the area.  Other relevant developments include 
the establishment of Business Watch schemes in retail centres, the provision of information to 
elderly persons in cooperation with Age Action and ongoing engagement with the eight Neigh-
bourhood Watch schemes which operate in the Stepaside/Glencullen area.  I further understand 
that local Garda management has directed high visibility patrolling in the vicinity of Stepaside 
Village and there has been no diminution in official vehicles in the combined Dundrum and 
former Stepaside Sub-District.

Local Garda Management closely monitors the deployment of resources, patrols and op-
erational strategies in place for the area concerned, in conjunction with crime trends and polic-
ing needs of the community to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best 
possible Garda service is provided to the public.  The situation is being kept under review and 
paramount consideration is given to the needs of residents.  Garda Management is satisfied that 
a full and comprehensive policing service is being delivered to the communities in the area and 
that current structures in place meet the requirements of the delivery of an effective and effi-
cient policing service.

In the circumstances, I am satisfied that the closure of Stepaside Garda Station has not had 
an adverse effect on the crime rate in the area.  In this context, I have asked the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), an independent body with statutory responsibility for the compilation of crime 
statistics, to provide the relevant statistics directly to the Deputy.

20/11/2013WRU01250Departmental Funding

20/11/2013WRU01300148. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the funding 
provided to the Irish Youth Justice Service in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [49627/13]

20/11/2013WRU01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Youth Justice Ser-
vice (IYJS) operates across my Department and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs 
and is staffed by officials from both Departments.  The Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
has responsibility for the Children Detention Schools and the associated budget.  As Minister 
for Justice and Equality, I have responsibility for the Community Programmes Unit of IYJS.  
The IYJS Community Programmes Unit has responsibility for policy advice on youth crime 
prevention, diversion and community sanctions.  It is in also responsible for the oversight and 
funding of Youth Justice Community Programmes.  It works closely with An Garda Síochána, 
the Probation Service and community based organisations.

The 2013 budget for Youth Justice Community Programmes  is €17.222 million.  This is 
made up of €465,000 for IYJS administration costs and €16.757 million for community based 
projects.  These  projects include 100 Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs) nationwide, 18 
Young Persons Probation community projects and 5 Local Drug Task Force (LDTF) projects.  
Tackling youth crime is a key priority of Government and I am committed to continuing sup-
port for these projects which play an important role in supporting the diversion of young people 
from the criminal justice system and in offering an alternative to custody.
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  Question No. 149 answered with Question No. 147.

20/11/2013WRV00250Closed Circuit Television Systems

20/11/2013WRV00300150. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
the installation of CCTV cameras in Garda stations and in holding cells to ensure the safety of 
Garda officers and those in custody; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49677/13]

20/11/2013WRV00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that seven Garda stations currently have a fully commissioned and operational inter-
nal audiovisual CCTV system installed in public and custody areas. In addition, work in rela-
tion to the installation of CCTV is currently ongoing in a further 5 stations. It is proposed that 
further stations will be fitted out with CCTV cameras in the context of An Garda Siochana’s 
operational requirements and the availability of resources.

I am further advised that proposals to install CCTV cameras in Garda station cells are cur-
rently being developed by the Garda authorities.

20/11/2013WRV00450Garda Equipment

20/11/2013WRV00500151. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
introducing, on a trial basis, the placement of mini-cameras on the uniforms of gardaí, as is be-
ing trialled in police forces in the UK, to assist gardaí in prosecuting criminals and to ensure the 
safety of both gardaí and the members of the public with whom they deal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [49678/13]

20/11/2013WRV00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested further infor-
mation from the Garda authorities on this matter and I will contact the Deputy again as soon as 
this information is to hand. 

20/11/2013WRV00650Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Remit

20/11/2013WRV00700152. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
strengthening the powers and impartiality of the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49679/13]

20/11/2013WRV00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Ombuds-
man Commission was established under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 to provide independent 
oversight of complaints made against members of the Garda Síochána.  The Garda Ombuds-
man Commission has a hugely important role in ensuring that public confidence in the Garda 
Síochána is safeguarded.

The Garda Ombudsman has extensive powers, including full police powers of investiga-
tion under the 2005 Act, to enable it to carry out its responsibilities.  I am, however, currently 
examining suggestions by the Ombudsman Commission for changes to the 2005 Act aimed at 
enhancing the process of investigating complaints, and I will bring forward proposals for any 
changes which I believe are necessary.
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20/11/2013WRV00850International Agreements

20/11/2013WRV00900153. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
the family of a child with a copy of the letter he has sent to his counterpart in Egypt seeking a 
bilateral agreement to bring the child home; if other family names are on the letter, if he will 
delete same (details supplied); if a member of his staff will be allocated to immediately inform 
the family of any updates with Egyptian authorities when he receives same. [49720/13]

20/11/2013WRV01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): For obvious reasons, it would 
not be appropriate for me to comment on any family matter which may be the subject of legal 
proceedings now or in the future, but I can confirm that I have written to the family in ques-
tion confirming as Egypt is not a contracting state to the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil 
Aspects of International Child Abduction, I have contacted my counterpart in Egypt propos-
ing that their officials and my Department explore the possibilities of reaching an agreement 
as to how to assist any family when a child has been abducted.  If the proposal is acceptable, 
any such arrangement would be subject to negotiation with the Egyptian authorities and there 
is no guarantee that such a proposal will be successful or that it could apply retrospectively.  
This is the up-to-date position in relation to what my Department is doing regarding a possible 
bi-lateral agreement with Egypt and the family concerned will be kept informed of relevant 
developments.

20/11/2013WRV01050Drugs Crime

20/11/2013WRV01100154. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is con-
sidering adding possession of a controlled substance, namely cannabis resin, contrary to section 
3 of the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977 to 1984, to the schedule of offences in respect of which the 
adult caution scheme applies; if he will provide details of the consultation between An Garda 
Síochána, the Director of Public Prosecutions and his Department in respect of which the of-
fence of possession of a controlled drug was withdrawn from the said schedule prior to the 
implementation of the scheme, according to the reply provided by his Department in response 
to a parliamentary question in 2006; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49723/13]

20/11/2013WRV01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As outlined in the reply to 
the Parliamentary Question to which the Deputy refers, the Adult Cautioning Scheme was in-
troduced in 2006 as a response to a recommendation in the 1999 Nally Report on the Public 
Prosecution System.

The Report recommended that “as a measure to reduce the volume of cases prosecuted 
through the Courts” a system should be introduced whereby offenders would, in certain cir-
cumstances specified from time to time by the Director of Public Prosecutions, be issued with 
warnings instead of being prosecuted.

The Scheme makes provision for the administering of a caution by a senior Garda officer for 
certain minor offences, as an alternative to prosecution in the District Court, where prosecution 
is not required by the public interest and it is determined that a caution would be an effective 
response.

The Scheme, which was drawn up in the first instance in agreement between the Garda 
authorities and the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, is kept under review. Any 
proposal to expand the scheme is a matter, in the first instance, for the Garda authorities and the 
Director of Public Prosecutions.
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As the Deputy notes it is the case that consideration was given at the time of the Scheme’s 
introduction to include offences under section 3 of the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977 to 1984 
related to the possession of cannabis within its scope, but I understand that following consulta-
tions it was decided not to include these offences at that time.

In 2009, following a review of the Scheme by An Garda Síochána and the Office of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, the schedule of offences to which the Scheme applies was ex-
tended to further include certain offences under the following Acts only - the Criminal Justice 
(Theft and Fraud Offence) Act 2001, the Dublin Police Act 1842, the Intoxicating Liquor Act 
1927, the Licensing Act 1872 and the Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Amendment Act 1871.

I have not received any further proposals for the inclusion of the offences referred to by the 
Deputy and, accordingly, I am not considering the matter. 

20/11/2013WRV01250Legislative Measures

20/11/2013WRV01300155. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding section 29 of the Offences Against the State Act 
1939; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49724/13]

20/11/2013WRV01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 29 of the Offences 
Against the State Act 1939 was amended by the Criminal Justice (Search Warrants) Act 2012, 
in response to the judgment of the Supreme Court in the case of Damache v DPP to the effect 
that section 29(1), as was, was unconstitutional.

20/11/2013WRW00150Naturalisation Applications

20/11/2013WRW00200156. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views 
on whether it is fair that applicants for naturalisation certificates, who have paid a non-refund-
able application fee of €175 are asked to pay an acceptance fee of €950 when this fee is not 
mentioned at any stage in the application form whereas there are 15 references to the non-
refundable application fee; his view on whether this is unfair to applicants who are unaware 
of the acceptance fee, which is only mentioned on the website; if there are plans to amend the 
application form so that applicants are fully informed of the existence of the acceptance fee; if 
there are many cases whereby persons are granted the naturalisation certificate but fail to take 
it up because of the acceptance fee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49729/13]

20/11/2013WRW00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The prescribed statutory fees 
to be paid by applicants on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation were last increased by the 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship (Fees) Regulations 2008, which came into effect on 1st Au-
gust 2008. The standard certification fee is €950 while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case 
of an application made on behalf of a minor or in certain circumstances when the application is 
made by a widow, widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen.  In the case of refugees 
and stateless persons no certification fee is charged.  

I am informed that details of the certification fee are included in the Citizenship Fees section 
on the website of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) as well as in the gen-
eral information section and I have asked my officials to ensure the application form is amended 
to include an appropriate reference to the certification fee. 

Of approximately 27,000 applicants who have received decisions on their applications up 
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to 1 November, less than 5%  have not to date completed the application process by submitting 
the certification fee while in the same period only 26 applicants have withdrawn their applica-
tion for a certificate of naturalisation.  It should be noted that these decisions not to submit the 
fee or to withdraw the application will have been taken for a variety of reasons and there is no 
evidence that this is directly linked to the fee. Moreover, there is no formal time limit as to when 
an application should be completed. However, for good administrative practices candidates are 
normally given 6 months from the date of approval to complete the application process. The fees 
are designed to reflect the effort and cost involved in processing applications for a certificate 
of naturalisation and compare favourably with those in other jurisdictions.  As the Deputy will 
be aware, I have introduced formal citizenship ceremonies at no extra cost to applicants. The 
granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.  

20/11/2013WRW00350International Agreements

20/11/2013WRW00400157. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Egyptian Gov-
ernment does not arrive at a bilateral agreement with the Irish State in the case of child abduc-
tions, if he will outline the way he will initiate a plan or proposal to pressurise countries which 
do not recognise the Hague Convention or bilateral arrangements to do so. [49739/13]

20/11/2013WRW00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, in-
ternational law governs the area of child abduction and it is a matter for every State to decide 
whether they accede to such law.  Egypt is not a contracting state to the 1980 Hague Conven-
tion on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction. I have contacted my counterpart in 
Egypt proposing that their officials and my Department explore the possibilities of reaching 
a bi-lateral agreement as to how to assist any family when a child has been abducted.  If the 
proposal is acceptable, any such arrangement would be subject to negotiation with the Egyptian 
authorities and there is no guarantee that such a proposal will be successful or that it could apply 
retrospectively.  I have only recently made this request so it would be premature to anticipate 
a response, or whether or not it will be successful at this time.  I have also written to my col-
league, the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade regarding cooperation and as-
sistance as between our two Departments on this matter and my staff will be liaising with their 
counterparts in that Department to progress this matter as soon as possible.

20/11/2013WRW00550Public Order Offences

20/11/2013WRW00600158. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding an altercation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [49741/13]

20/11/2013WRW00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact the Dep-
uty directly as soon as the report is to hand. 

20/11/2013WRW00750Deportation Orders Data

20/11/2013WRW00800159. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons deported to Latvia and Estonia in each year since the accession of those states to the 
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EU in 2004. [49775/13]

20/11/2013WRW00900160. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of deportation orders made against persons who were holders of Latvian non-citizens’ passports 
and Estonian aliens’ passports, respectively, in each year since the accession of Latvia and Es-
tonia to the EU in 2004.  [49776/13]

20/11/2013WRW01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 159 and 160 together.

I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that 
there were no Deportations of persons to Latvia and Estonia in any of the years since the acces-
sion of those States to the EU in 2004. Neither, as I previously advised the Deputy in my reply 
to Parliamentary Question No. 742 of 5th November, is there any record of a Deportation Order 
being made against persons who were holders of Latvian “non-citizens” passports and Estonian 
“aliens’ passport”, respectively, since the accession of Latvia and Estonia to the EU in 2004.

If the Deputy has a particular case in mind it is open to him to contact INIS directly by e-
mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. 
This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to 
seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  

20/11/2013WRW01050Garda Operations

20/11/2013WRW01100161. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of Garda checkpoints which included other State agencies that were carried out in the Garda R 
and J districts in the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013. [49819/13]

20/11/2013WRW01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact the Dep-
uty directly as soon as the report is to hand.  

20/11/2013WRW01250Defence Forces Personnel Data

20/11/2013WRW01300162. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if the Defence Forces’ re-
cords of its members fitness to serve abroad, as defined by the medical classification code used 
for such purposes, are recorded electronically; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[49667/13]

20/11/2013WRW01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The military authorities advise that the 
Medical Classification Code (MCC) that a member of the Defence Forces receives at his/her 
overseas medical is recorded electronically on the medical module of the Personnel Manage-
ment System (PMS). I am advised that they only commenced recording this information on the 
PMS in recent years.

20/11/2013WRX00150Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRX00200163. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Defence the number of quangos operating 
under the aegis of his Department; the total number of directors sitting on their boards; the ag-
gregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of directors of these quangos; the 
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number of quangos that have been created since the formation of the Government; the number 
that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost to the taxpayer of the establishment 
and operation of these new quangos; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49951/13]

20/11/2013WRX00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The State Boards under the aegis of the 
Department of Defence when the Government took office were the Civil Defence Board, the 
Army Pensions Board and the Board of Coiste an Asgard.  The Civil Defence Board was iden-
tified in the Public Service Reform Plan as a body to be abolished and legislation was passed 
by the Oireachtas in December 2012 for the dissolution of the Board. Its functions have now 
transferred back to the Department of Defence. 

In the context of settling the Estimates for the Department of Defence for 2010, the Gov-
ernment decided that the national sail training scheme operated by Coiste an Asgard would be 
discontinued as recommended in the Report of the Special Group on Public Service Numbers 
and Expenditure. The formal wind up of the Company including voluntary strike off with the 
Companies Registration Office was completed in early 2013. 

The only body remaining under the aegis of my Department is the Army Pensions Board, 
which is an independent statutory body established under the Army Pensions Act, 1927. Its 
primary function under the Army Pensions Acts is to investigate applications for pensions, 
allowances and gratuities arising from the death or disablement of members of the Defence 
Forces in the course of their military service. The Army Pensions Act, 1927 specifies that the 
Board shall consist of a chairman and two ordinary members.  The two ordinary members must 
be qualified medical practitioners of whom one must be an officer of the Army Medical Corps. 
The chairman and the non military ordinary member are appointed by the Minister for Defence 
with the concurrence of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  The Army Medical 
Corps ordinary member is appointed by the Minister for Defence on the recommendation of the 
Chief of Staff of the Defence Forces.  Annual fees for the chairperson and the civilian doctor 
are €7,618 and €5,079 respectively. 

No new agencies have been established under the auspices of my Department since 9 March 
2011.

20/11/2013WRX00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/11/2013WRX00400164. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Limerick has not received a headage payment 
for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49683/13]

20/11/2013WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 and 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, 
whose cases were impacted upon by the requirement to have achieved a minimum stocking 
density of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare in 2011, and who applied for and were refused 
derogation in this regard.  The person named subsequently appealed unsuccessfully to the inde-
pendently chaired DAS Appeals Committee; the person named was informed accordingly and 
was advised of his right to pursue the matter with the Office of the Ombudsman.

20/11/2013WRX00550Agriculture Schemes Payments

20/11/2013WRX00600165. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payments will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal who was subject to 
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a departmental inspection in August and is still not in receipt of any payments; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [49700/13]

20/11/2013WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 5 March 
2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection. This inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised with the 
intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise of-
ficials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named.

20/11/2013WRX00750Agriculture Schemes Eligibility

20/11/2013WRX00800166. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding farm payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49707/13]

20/11/2013WRX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An issue 
arose in relation to the entitlements previously purchased by the person named. My Department 
is currently reviewing the position and endeavouring to resolve the issue, following the resolu-
tion of this matter, outstanding payments will issue.

20/11/2013WRX00950Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

20/11/2013WRX01000167. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a payment for the suckler cow welfare scheme will be finalised in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49712/13]

20/11/2013WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered seventy seven animals under the 2011 Suckler Welfare and payment has is-
sued in respect of sixty eight of these animals. Following the payment validation process, it was 
established that one animal was ineligible as the dam was under 22 months of age at the time 
of calving. Such animals are ineligible under the Terms and Conditions of the Welfare Scheme. 
Eight sets of twins were born into this herd in 2011. Payment is made on the basis of each eli-
gible suckler cow in the herd and so only one payment is due in respect of each set of twins. 

The applicant registered sixty seven animals under the 2012 Scheme. Payment has issued 
in respect of sixty three animals. Two sets of twins were born into this herd in 2012 and, there-
fore, payment will be made in respect of the two dams. One animal in ineligible as the calf died 
before the required measures were carried out. The weaning data has not been received for the 
remaining animal. Payment cannot be considered for this animal until the Department has been 
notified of the completion of the required measures.

20/11/2013WRX01150Rural Development Programme Funding

20/11/2013WRX01200168. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the delivery of 50:50 national co-financing to complement the EU rural 
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development funding; if the income concerns of farmers who depend significantly on pillar II 
rural development payments will be adequately addressed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [49722/13]

20/11/2013WRX01300172. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
co-financing funding that will be available from the Government under the rural development 
plan between 2014 and 2020 under which approximately €330 million per annum is available 
from the EU; if consideration is being given to include measures that will be supported in terms 
of investment aid, land mobility and agri-environment in such a plan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [49789/13]

20/11/2013WRX01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 168 and 172 together.

The European Council agreement on the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) pro-
vides a total of €2.19bn, or some €313m per year, for Ireland under Pillar 2 of the CAP for the 
period 2014 - 2020. The development of a new Rural Development Programme under Pillar 2 
will be a key support in enhancing the competitiveness of the agri-food sector, achieving more 
sustainable management of natural resources and ensuring a more balanced development of 
rural areas.

A general EU co-financing rate of 53% is set out in the draft Rural Development Regulation 
but this rate may rise to a maximum of 80% for measures such as farm and business develop-
ment, co-operation activities, and LEADER projects. Environmental type measures may be co-
funded up to 75%. The total Exchequer funding that will be required to draw down the available 
EAFRD funding will depend on the types of measures included in the new Rural Development 
Programme and on the co-financing rates applied to these measures.

There are a number of conditions attached to Ireland’s allocation of €313 million per an-
num.  The draft Regulation provides that at least 5% of EAFRD funding must be reserved for 
LEADER while the draft Common Provisions Regulation provides that 6% of EAFRD funding 
must be set aside to a national performance reserve. The funding set aside to the performance 
reserve will be allocated to each Member State following a performance review in 2019. The 
draft Rural Development Regulation also sets out that 30% of the total EAFRD amount must be 
reserved for environmental operations and climate change mitigation and adaptation measures. 
In addition to these considerations, transitional funding for commitments arising from the cur-
rent RDP and continuing into the start of the new programming period will be included in the 
budgeting process for the coming years.

Work is currently ongoing in my Department to design the new Rural Development Pro-
gramme (RDP) for the period from 2014 – 2020. In designing the new RDP, my Department 
must take account of the range of requirements set out in the draft Rural Development Regula-
tion and the need to support key policy aims for the agri-food sector in the light of the Food 
Harvest 2020 strategy. In undertaking this work, a number of ex-ante analyses are being under-
taken and a public consultation process has also taken place.

While final decisions in relation to what measures are to be included in the new RDP have 
not yet been made, my Department is in ongoing contact with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform in relation to the overall financing that will be required. I expect to make 
decisions in relation to the measures to be supported under the new RDP by the end of this year, 
and to submit a draft programme to the Commission in early 2014.

20/11/2013WRX01450Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments
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20/11/2013WRX01500169. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a disadvantaged area scheme payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49740/13]

20/11/2013WRX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvan-
taged Area Scheme was recently complete, payment issued directly to the nominated bank 
account of the person named on 5 November 2013.

20/11/2013WRY00150Forestry Grants

20/11/2013WRY00200170. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding accommodating a person (details supplied) in County Longford with the 
higher rate of forestry grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49747/13]

20/11/2013WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are 
two rates of premium payable: a higher rate that applies to farmers and a lower rate to non-
farmers.  The conditions for receipt of the higher rate of premium are set out in the Afforestation 
Scheme document which is available from the Departments website www.agriculture.gov.ie.  
The Department will make the decision on the appropriate rate of grant applicable after planting 
has been completed. 

The application by the person named for technical approval under the Afforestation Scheme 
was approved on 29 April 2013.  The next step is that the person named must apply for financial 
approval to plant, application for which can be arranged through his registered forester, and, 
if received, complete the planting.  His eligibility for the farmer rate of premium will then be 
determined, should he decide to pursue his application.

20/11/2013WRY00350Single Payment Scheme Payments

20/11/2013WRY00400171. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment for 
2008, 2009 and 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49783/13]

20/11/2013WRY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As part of a 
review of land parcels declared for the purposes of benefiting from payment under the Single 
Payment Scheme and other area-based Direct Payment Schemes, the person named was written 
to by my Department in April 2011 with regard to ineligible areas on one of their land parcels 
declared for the scheme years 2009 and 2010 which had given rise to overpayments in both the 
scheme years 2009 and 2010.

Following a complete review of the circumstances of this case, the penalty applied to each 
of the scheme years 2009 and 2010 has been reduced by 90% and refunds will shortly issue to 
the person named.

  Question No. 172 answered with Question No. 168.

20/11/2013WRY00650Single Payment Scheme Payments

20/11/2013WRY00700173. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the reason a person (details supplied) in County Waterford has not received their single farm 
payments; when this person will receive their payment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [49820/13]

20/11/2013WRY00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under 2013 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 7 May 2013. 
Processing of the application was finalised and payment issued, directly to the nominated bank 
account of the person named on 25 October.

Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRY00900174. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of quangos operating under the aegis of his Department; the total number of directors 
sitting on their boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of 
directors of these quangos; the number of quangos that have been created since the formation 
of the Government; the number that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost 
to the taxpayer of the establishment and operation of these new quangos; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [49947/13]

20/11/2013WRY01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Twelve State 
bodies currently fall under the aegis of my Department.  No new State bodies have been estab-
lished or disbanded since the formation of this government in March 2011.

The details of the fees paid to Board members of the twelve State Bodies operating under 
the aegis of my Department for 2012 are outlined in the following table.

Body/Agency No of Board 
Members

Term of Office Board Fees per Annum

Aquaculture Licens-
ing Appeals Board

7 2 – 5 years Chair: €8,978 Board 
member: €5,985

An Bord Bia 15* 3 years Chair: €20,520 Board 
member: €11,970

Bord Iascaigh Mhara 6 3 years Chair €11,970 Board 
Member €7,695

Bord na gCon 7 3 years Chair: €21,600 Board 
member: €12,600

Coillte 9 5 years As long as 
he shall remain CEO 
of Coillte  or 5 years 
whichever is the 
shorter

Chair: €21,600 Board 
member: €12,600

Horse Racing Ireland 14 4 years Chair: €21,600 Board 
member: €12,600

Irish National Stud 7 Not a fixed term 
appointment

Chair: €12,600 Ordinary 
member: €8,100

Marine Institute 9 5 years Chair: €11,970 Board 
Member: €7,695
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National Milk 
Agency

14 including 
Chair

3 years for elected 
members

Chair: €8,978 No remu-
neration is paid to Board 
members, only expenses.

Sea Fisheries Protec-
tion Authority

3 5 years Authority is comprised of  
3 staff.   No additional re-
muneration paid to Author-
ity members.

Teagasc 11* 5 years Chair: €20,520 Board 
member: €11,970

Veterinary Council 19 4 years No remuneration is paid to 
Board members

*Board members of State Bodies who are officials of the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine do not receive board fees.

20/11/2013WRY01050Youth Services Funding

20/11/2013WRY01100175. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
a decision will be announced on the level of funding from the Government for 2014 for the City 
of Dublin Youth Service Board, in view of the fact that any delay will make planning for the 
ongoing funding of the youth organisations in the city more complicated.  [49626/13]

20/11/2013WRY01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department is working on the funding allocation for youth services in 2014. 
In line with Government policy account must be taken of the savings requirements identified in 
the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure (CRE). In this regard, an amount of €1m has been 
provided in Budget 2014 to my Department to offset the impact of the CRE savings require-
ments on youth services next year.

Every effort is being made by my Department to finalise the 2014 allocations so that youth 
projects and national youth organisations, including the City of Dublin Youth Service Board 
(CDYSB), will be advised of their 2014 allocations as soon as possible.

I, and officials of my Department have met, and will continue to meet, with many youth 
organisations and groups including the City of Dublin Youth Service Board  to try and see how 
we can work together to ensure the most effective and efficient use of the resources available 
in order to continue to support the provision of quality youth services to young people in 2014.

20/11/2013WRY01250Youth Services Funding

20/11/2013WRY01300176. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the two 
Comhairle na nÓg’s in County Waterford will remain equally funded after the amalgamation of 
Waterford City and County Councils; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [49657/13]

20/11/2013WRY01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Proposed merg-
ers of local authorities will affect a number of Comhairle na nÓg around the country and I 
understand that my Department will be reviewing the current Comairle na nÓg structural con-
figuration when the Waterford Local Government Reform process has been finalised.  My De-
partment has not yet taken a decision in this regard, however, I would expect that any merger of 
local structures would result in increased efficiencies and better use of resources. 
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In the meantime, excellent work is being undertaken in the area of mental health by the 
Comhairle na nÓg in both Waterford City and County.  Waterford County Comhairle na nÓg 
was awarded the top award in the ‘All Island Pride of Place Award for Youth and Enterprise’ 
in Derry on 16 November 2013 for their Mind Matters video, which highlights the importance 
of positive mental health, and for development of a Cyber Code  which young people can sign 
up to for safer cyber use.  Over 4,000 secondary school students in the county have signed up 
to the code.  I know that Waterford City Comhairle na nÓg is currently working on a project to 
promote positive mental health and civic pride through development of a mural featuring local 
heroes which is expected to be completed and launched in January 2014.

20/11/2013WRZ00150Child Abuse

20/11/2013WRZ00200177. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will transpose Directive 2011/93/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 De-
cember 2011 combating the sexual abuse and exploitation of children and child pornography, 
and replacing Council framework decision 2004/68/JHA ahead of the transposition due date 
on 18 December 2013; and the position regarding the Government’s strategy to combat sexual 
abuse and exploitation. [49711/13]

20/11/2013WRZ00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that the matter raised falls primarily within the remit of my colleague, Alan Shatter 
T.D., Minister for Justice and Equality. My Department and the HSE will continue to liaise with 
colleagues in the Department of Justice and Equality as necessary. 

A Memorandum for Government has been prepared by the Department of Justice and Equal-
ity seeking approval for the drafting of legislation to implement the criminal law requirements 
of the Directive (and related provisions in UN and Council of Europe instruments), and the 
General Scheme of a Sexual Offences Bill was circulated on 12 November 2013. The legisla-
tive proposals of the Minister for Justice and Equality will be discussed by the Government in 
early December.

Insofar as enforcement is concerned An Garda Síochána puts a particular emphasis on tack-
ling sexual crimes and crimes against children as well as  pro-active cooperation with all rel-
evant Departments, organisations and agencies to improve the safety of children. A comprehen-
sive policy document on the investigation of sexual crimes against children and child welfare 
was developed by An Garda Síochána with Children First National Guidance 2011 adopted as 
Garda policy.  Interaction with the HSE and Children and Family Services is an integral part of 
that policy in relation to all investigations of child abuse.  I am advised that a strategic commit-
tee has been established within an An Garda Síochána, chaired at Assistant Commissioner level, 
to liaise with the HSE’s National Director of Children and Family Services, to ensure that all 
matters of strategy and policy in the field of inter-agency working receive proper direction.   A 
Sexual Crime Management Unit has also been established within the Garda Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault Investigation Unit, which is part of the National Bureau of Criminal Inves-
tigation.  The Unit is responsible for evaluating and monitoring the number of investigations 
each year into child sexual abuse, child neglect and other sexual offences, to ensure that they are 
receiving appropriate attention, advising on the investigation of such crimes and promoting best 
investigative practice.  The unit interacts, as appropriate, with contact points in relevant agen-
cies in relation to complaints of sexual abuse made to An Garda Síochána. I am also assured that 
members of An Garda Síochána and HSE personnel have undergone joint and intensive training 
in the specialised skills necessary for interviewing children.  The Garda College, in conjunction 
with HSE colleagues, is constantly reviewing the training provided to ensure it is in accordance 
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with best international practice.

20/11/2013WRZ00350Youth Services Funding

20/11/2013WRZ00400178. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
31 national youth organisations supported by the youth service grant scheme are the same or-
ganisations that administer funding on behalf of her Department; if not, if she will outline the 
31 national youth organisations supported by the youth service grant; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [49766/13]

20/11/2013WRZ00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Funding is made 
available on an annual basis to 31 national and major regional voluntary organisations for the 
support of voluntary youth work through the Youth Service Grant Scheme. The continued fund-
ing of voluntary youth organisations through the scheme is intended to ensure the emergence, 
promotion, growth and development of youth organisations with distinctive philosophies and 
programmes aimed at the social education of young people.

Details of the organisations supported under the Youth Service Grant Scheme in 2013 are 
outlined hereunder.

Organisation 2013 Allocation
An Oige 178,703
Belong To - LGBT 150,000
Catholic Guides of Ireland 256,400
Crosscare Youth Services (formerly Catholic Youth Care) 909,662
Church of Ireland Youth Department 178,081
Confederation of Peace Corps 127,523
ECO - UNESCO Clubs 121,179
Experiment In International Living 28,539
Feachtas 88,262
Foróige 2,651,154
Girls Brigade 45,039
Involve 226,754
Irish Girl Guides 378,538
Junior Chamber Ireland 16,774
Macra na Feirme 438,457
National Association for Youth Drama 100,834
National Federation of Arch Clubs 51,751
National Youth Council of Ireland 573,455
No Name Club Ltd 193,215
Ogras 184,500
Order of Malta Cadets 47,935
Scouting Ireland Ltd 845,974
The Boys Brigade 56,891
Voluntary Services International 79,878
Young Christian Workers 94,541
Young Irish Film Makers 57,881
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Organisation 2013 Allocation
Young Men’s Christian Association 149,820
Youth Work Ireland 1,994,626
Girls Friendly Society 31,378
DYCW Methodist Church in Ireland 29,470
Presbyterian Youth 49,309

In addition, a number of these organisations hold or have held funding administration sta-
tus from my Department.  These are as follows; Foróige, Crosscare Youth Services (formerly 
Catholic Youth Care (CYC)), Youth Work Ireland and Involve.

20/11/2013WRZ00525Children in Care

20/11/2013WRZ00600179. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 567 and 568 of 12 March 2013, in respect of private child 
care services, if the information which she undertook to supply is now to hand. [49816/13]

20/11/2013WRZ00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information 
sought by the Deputy will be provided to him this week.

20/11/2013WRZ00725Children in Care

20/11/2013WRZ00800180. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 257 of 30 May 2013, in respect of children placed in special 
care units outside the jurisdiction, if the information which she undertook to supply is now to 
hand. [49817/13]

20/11/2013WRZ00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald):  The HSE has 
advised that since January 2013, children have been detained under a special care order out-
side the State in St. Andrews, Northampton; Oakview Hospital, Kent;  St Mary’s Scotland and 
Boystown, Nebraska.

20/11/2013WRZ00925Health Services Provision

20/11/2013WRZ01000181. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Questions No. 200 of 12 June 2013 regarding the national assessment 
consultation and therapy service, if the information which she undertook to supply is now to 
hand. [49818/13]

20/11/2013WRZ01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Assessment, 
Consultation and Therapy Service (ACTS) is a national specialised clinical service which has 
been developed in order to provide multidisciplinary consultation, assessment and focused in-
terventions to young people who have high risk behaviours associated with complex clinical 
needs.

Progress to Date:

ACTS began operating as a service on the appointment of the national manager in Septem-
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ber 2012.  The service is led by a management team consisting of the national manager and two 
heads of discipline and includes psychologists, social workers, speech and language therapists 
and addiction counsellors.  There are psychiatrists working with some of the children and the 
ACTS team work collaboratively with these professionals.  There are now twenty one clinicians 
in post.  Further recruitment is necessary to fill the principal social work position, two speech 
and language therapists, and an addiction counsellor. The service operates in Dublin, Cork and 
Limerick.

ACTS clinicians are now working in the three special care units.  ACTS clinicians work 
with individual young people and their families and care staff; they also participate in clinical 
planning and review meetings involving various professionals including social workers from 
local areas, GALs etc.  In addition clinically informed individual therapeutic plans and individ-
ual plans have been developed for young people and clinical reports have been prepared which 
have informed High Court proceedings.  Through the development of the ACTS community 
service, clinicians stay involved with young people to support their transition out of special care 
units.  

ACTS is in the process of rolling out clinical services in the children detention schools in 
partnership with the national forensic service.  In order to make the best use of a limited clini-
cal resource and in line with best practice, all children remanded or committed to the children 
detention schools will be screened using an evidenced based assessment tool to see if they need 
to be seen by clinical services.  Referrals deemed appropriate will then be made to the clinical 
team who will meet weekly on campus to review referrals and plan clinical interventions.  This 
new procedure will mean that reports for the courts will focus on the young person’s risk of 
offending as assessed using an evidence based assessment tool rather than reporting on specific 
mental health issues.  In addition the clinicians will focus on providing interventions rather than 
assessment only services.  Training in the use of this assessment has begun and the clinical team 
now meet on campus every week.            

ACTS continue to support people when they transition out of secure settings.  In addition 
some support is provided to young people before they are placed in secure settings.  The cur-
rent criteria for the acceptance of referrals to the community component of ACTS is that the 
service will work with young people who require multidisciplinary assessment, consultation 
and therapy services who have been referred to National Special Care Services and have been 
deemed by the admissions committee to meet the criteria for special care intervention; previ-
ously been placed in special care where current clinical needs exceed the threshold of com-
munity resources and previously been placed in the children detention schools where current 
clinical needs exceed the threshold of community resources.

20/11/2013WRZ01125Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRZ01200182. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of quangos operating under the aegis of her Department; the total number of directors sitting 
on their boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of direc-
tors of these quangos; the number of quangos that have been created since the formation of the 
Government; the number that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost to the 
taxpayer of the establishment and operation of these new quangos; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [49949/13]

20/11/2013WRZ01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like 
to inform the Deputy there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my 
Department’s Vote.  These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support 
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Agency (FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for 
Children’s Office (OCO).    With effect from 1 January 2012, I have taken responsibility for the 
Children Detention Schools as provided in Part 10 of the Children Act 2001.  Apart from the 
Ombudsman for Children’s Office which does not have a board, I am responsible for all board 
of management appointments.  I can confirm that no new agencies under my remit have been 
created or disbanded since the formation of the Government. 

As the Deputy may be aware, work is well underway on the establishment of the new Child 
and Family Agency (CFA).  The CFA Bill has been published and this important piece of legis-
lation provides for the subsuming of functions from three separate agencies; namely the HSE, 
and also the Family Support Agency and the National Educational Welfare Board which both 
currently come under the remit of my Department. 

It is my intention that the CFA will assume statutory responsibility for services for children 
and families in early 2014.  Once legislation has been enacted, the agency will formally come 
under the remit of my Department.  Pending the legal establishment of the CFA, the newly ap-
pointed board of the FSA will, in addition to its existing functions, provide oversight and direc-
tion to the organisational preparations which are underway for the CFA.  

The CFA will  involve bringing together 4,000 staff and a budget of over €500 million from 
three existing bodies.  As the Deputy may appreciate, it is not possible to say at this stage what 
the establishment costs for the new agency will be. 

There are currently 39 members (chairperson and ordinary board members) sitting on the 
boards of management.  I have set out in tabular format details of the current membership of 
the boards of management under the aegis of my Department and their respective annual remu-
neration.

National Educational Welfare Board

Board Member Annual remuneration
Nuala Doherty (Chair) Does not receive fee
Sally Maguire Does not receive fee
Catherine Connery Does not receive fee
Marian Jennings Does not receive fee
Eamonn Flynn Does not receive fee
Bob Dowling Does not receive fee
Ruairí Gogan Does not receive fee
Anne McDonnell Does not receive fee
Marie-Claire McAleer Does not receive fee
Don Myers Does not receive fee
Pat McSitric (interim CEO) Does not receive fee
Mary Donnelly Does not receive fee

Children Detention Schools

Board Member Annual remuneration
Joe Horan (Chair) Does not receive fee
Gerard McKiernan Does not receive fee
Ursula Kilkelly Does not receive fee
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Board Member Annual remuneration
Diego Gallagher Does not receive fee
Sylda Langford Does not receive fee
Pat Rooney Does not receive fee
Elizabeth Howard Does not receive fee
Colin Fetherston Does not receive fee
Barry Rooney Does not receive fee
Deirdre Keyes Does not receive fee
Dan Kelleher Does not receive fee
Niall Kelly Does not receive fee
Rachel Grimes Does not receive fee

Family Support Agency

Board Member Annual remuneration
Norah Gibbons (Chair) €8,978
Sylda Langford €5,985
PJ Fitzpatrick €5,985
Noelle Spring €5,985
Rory O’Farrell €5,985
Gary Joyce €5,985
Ita Managan €5,985
Noel Kelly €5,985

Adoption Authority of Ireland

Board Member Annual Remuneration
Dr. Geoffrey Shannon (Chair) €63,120
Siobhan Keogh €7,965
Anne McWilliams €7,965
Corina Carrick €7,965
Helen Collins €7,965
Dr. Imelda Ryan Does not receive fee

20/11/2013WRZ01325Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

20/11/2013WRZ01400183. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health if he has or will be introducing 
regulations in order that defibrillators will be available on the buses of Dublin Bus, Bus Éireann 
and private bus operators. [49811/13]

20/11/2013WRZ01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): While it is accepted that defibrillators should 
be placed in facilities where the incidence of cardiac arrest is likely to be high, this requires 
further assessment from a cost/health benefit perspective and also that the first responder pro-
gramme can be delivered in a safe and appropriate manner. For this reason, a Health Technology 
Assessment is underway and this will guide how best to implement our first responder capacity 
including the requirement to provide defibrillators across many community settings including 
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transport facilities. The Health Information and Quality Authority has agreed to undertake such 
an assessment.  This will inform my subsequent decisions on the design and implementation of 
a national programme and the necessary legislation which my Department will draft.

The Second Stage of the Public Access to Defibrillators Bill, which sets out the requirement 
to provide defibrillators in a range of settings and for events which have a regular attendance 
in excess of 100 persons per day, was passed in the Seanad in June 2013.  I have requested 
the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) to undertake a Health Technology As-
sessment (HTA) on the practical elements of the introduction of a public access defibrillation 
programme and Department of Health officials have met with HIQA to discuss the procedures 
around a HTA.  The Health Technology Assessment has now commenced and will be concluded 
in 2014.

20/11/2013WRAA00150Mental Health Services Provision

20/11/2013WRAA00200184. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health 
beds available for children, in tabular form, by Health Service Executive area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [49833/13]

20/11/2013WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/11/2013WRAA00350Hospital Services

20/11/2013WRAA00400185. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
in the progress of a 24/7 cardiac unit in Waterford Regional Hospital; if the resources are in 
place; when this will be open and operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[49622/13]

20/11/2013WRAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Orthodontic Service Provision

20/11/2013WRAA00600186. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he has been requested 
to establish a process to roll out the delivery of orthodontic therapy in accordance with best 
international practice, in order to reduce the waiting lists for children waiting for orthodontic 
treatment; if he will provide details of all meetings that officials of his Department have held 
with the Dental Council and dental colleges in this area; if the Dental Council has offered an 
opinion to him on the introduction of dental therapists; if the Dental Council has signalled its 
intent to support a modernised system; if he will provide details of correspondence to and from 
the Dental Council on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49631/13]

20/11/2013WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Dental Coun-
cil created a Scheme in 2002 establishing orthodontic therapists as a class of auxiliary dental 
worker.  To date there has been no registerable training programme approved in Ireland for 
orthodontic therapists.  I understand that the Dental Council is completing its consideration of 
an application by Dublin Dental School and Hospital, Trinity College to accredit such a pro-
gramme.  My Department has not been involved in discussions with either the dental schools or 
the Dental Council on this issue.
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An independent review of orthodontic services, commissioned by the HSE, is near comple-
tion.  The outcome of this review will give guidance as to what changes will be desirable to 
provide the best possible model of care delivery, given the current resources available and fu-
ture demand for services.  The HSE may also consider local initiatives which may involve the 
use of orthodontic therapists.

The Dental Council has offered no opinion to the Department of Health on the introduction 
of the grade of dental therapist.  In other jurisdictions, they would typically work in remote and 
isolated areas where there may not be access to a dentist.  Such independent practice is not per-
mitted under the terms of the Dentists Act 1985, which is currently under review.  The Dental 
Council has not entered into correspondence with the Department of Health on this matter.

20/11/2013WRAA00750Medical Card Applications

20/11/2013WRAA00800187. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [49632/13]

20/11/2013WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

20/11/2013WRAA00950Health Services

20/11/2013WRAA01000188. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the policy 
change of a service (details supplied) in County Kerry in view of the impact it is having on 
patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49639/13]

20/11/2013WRAA01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

20/11/2013WRAA01150Health Services

20/11/2013WRAA01200189. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
the investigation into the Irish Family Planning Association taking place; the action that will be 
taken against the IFPA to date and in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[49655/13]

20/11/2013WRAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter I have requested 
the Health Service Executive to investigate and respond directly to the Deputy.

20/11/2013WRAA01350Medical Card Applications

20/11/2013WRAA01400190. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be 



20 November 2013

939

awarded to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [49659/13]

20/11/2013WRAA01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

20/11/2013WRBB00150Patient Deaths

20/11/2013WRBB00200191. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the death 
of a person (details supplied); if the abortionist who caused the injury to the person is practising 
in any clinic in the UK that receives referrals from Ireland; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [49662/13]

20/11/2013WRBB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I would like in the first instance to offer my 
sympathies to the family involved in this very unfortunate case.

I have been advised that the circumstances surrounding this patient’s death were investi-
gated by the HSE under the National Incident Protocol following which 11 actions were recom-
mended.  I have been informed by the HSE that the Rotunda Hospital has now implemented all 
11 recommendations.

I have no information on the other issues raised by the Deputy.

20/11/2013WRBB00350Health Services Staff Remuneration

20/11/2013WRBB00400192. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the allowances paid to man-
agement and staff in the Health Service Executive and in the Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [49675/13]

20/11/2013WRBB00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The allowances currently in payment to of-
ficers of my Department are as follows:

Allowance Number in receipt of Allowance
Franking and Machine Allowance  4
Higher Duties Allowance  1
Key Holder  3
Private Secretary Minister/Minister of State 10 (Includes 7 staff previously in the post 

who retain a percentage of the allowance)
Private Secretary Secretary General  3  (Includes 2 staff previously in the post 

who retain a percentage of the allowance)

With regard to management and staff of the Health Service Executive (including those in 
payment by the HSE who are currently on loan or secondment to my Department) the HSE has 
been asked to collate the data sought as soon as possible and it will be provided directly to the 
Deputy by them when available. 
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20/11/2013WRBB00550Prescription Charges

20/11/2013WRBB00600193. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if it is the case that 
those patients on the long-term illness scheme and with a medical card are liable for the pre-
scription charge fee; if there have been recent changes regarding same; the date on which this 
came into effect; the position regarding a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [49682/13]

20/11/2013WRBB00700200. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding lower-
ing the prescription charge cap per month which is too high for elderly persons; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [49706/13]

20/11/2013WRBB00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 193 and 200 together.

As announced in Budget 2014, it has become necessary to increase the prescription charge 
due to the very difficult and challenging economic environment which requires the Govern-
ment to achieve additional savings in health expenditure with €666 million of savings targeted 
in 2014. The increase in prescription charges will account for €43 million of this target. The 
Government is committed to achieving these savings while protecting front line services to the 
most vulnerable to the greatest extent possible.

Medical card holders will be required to pay a €2.50 charge per item for medicines and other 
prescription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of €25 per 
month for each person or family. Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the 
HSE or to methadone supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treatment Scheme. 
These new rates will be effective from 1 December 2013.

Prescription charges are not payable in respect of items supplied under the Long Term Ill-
ness Scheme.

In the case of persons who had both the medical card and an LTI book, the HSE policy was 
that they should use their medical card to access medicines. The main reason for this was that 
the supply of medicines under the LTI cost the HSE considerably more than under the GMS 
Scheme. A retail mark-up of 20% was payable to pharmacists for items supplied under the LTI 
Scheme. There is no retail mark-up for items supplied under the GMS Scheme.  However, fol-
lowing a review under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009, my 
colleague, Minister Reilly, announced (on the 2nd of July) the elimination of the retail mark-up 
under the LTI scheme.

In light of the elimination of the retail mark-up, the HSE was asked by my Department to 
review its policy. Following this review, the HSE recently decided to terminate the policy out-
lined above.  A circular advising of this change in policy is to issue to pharmacists shortly.

In relation to the individual case, the HSE is responsible for the administration of the pri-
mary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

20/11/2013WRBB00850Health Services

20/11/2013WRBB00900194. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider the closure 
of a laboratory (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [49684/13]
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20/11/2013WRBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

20/11/2013WRBB01050Health Promotion

20/11/2013WRBB01100195. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his Department will carry 
out a health promotion programme to help protect Irish women by ensuring that they are made 
aware of the dangers of abortion and the fact that abortion has been a factor in the deaths of at 
least two women living here while another Irish woman almost died following an abortion in a 
clinic (details supplied) in Britain in recent times; if this programme will ensure that women are 
fully aware that death is a real risk following abortion; his plans to date and future plans in this 
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49688/13]

20/11/2013WRBB01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE Crisis Pregnancy Programme (for-
merly the Crisis Pregnancy Agency) is the national programme in charge of developing and 
implementing a national strategy to address the issue of crisis pregnancy in Ireland.  One of its 
main objective is to improve access to consistent high-quality crisis pregnancy counselling and 
post-abortion services.

In relation to the Deputy’s specific query, I have referred the matter to the HSE Crisis Preg-
nancy Programme for attention and direct reply to the Deputy, so that they may provide further 
details on their work in this area.

20/11/2013WRBB01250Death Event Publication Service

20/11/2013WRBB01300196. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 39 of 13 November 2013, the other State Departments and sections of Departments and 
all other State agencies that are notified of deaths by the death event publication service, DEPS; 
the benefits that have accrued to the State since the introduction of this service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [49692/13]

20/11/2013WRBB01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Department of 
Health does not have responsibility for the DEPS service and therefore cannot provide the data 
requested by the Deputy.

20/11/2013WRBB01450Medical Card Eligibility

20/11/2013WRBB01500197. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the elderly, the medical card and the assessment process.  [49699/13]

20/11/2013WRBB01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand that 
the Deputy is referring to the new eligibility rules for medical cards for persons aged over 70 
years, announced in the Budget 2014.  These rules will not take effect until 2014, after primary 
legislation has been enacted. The implementation date will be announced and publicised in ad-
vance by the Department and HSE.

It is important to note that only one in ten over-70s will be affected by Budget 2014. As 
the new income limits are more than twice the level of the basic State pension, it is clear that 
the vast majority of over-70s medical card holders will not be affected.  Those affected by the 
changes will continue to have access to GP services without charges. Under the Drug Payments 
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Scheme, the HSE will meet the prescription drug costs of these older people without a medical 
card who face drugs costs higher than the DPS threshold of €144 per month, which is equivalent 
to expenditure on prescription drugs being capped at about €33 per week for a person earning 
€500 per week or a couple earning €900 per week.

The Deputy may also wish to note that persons aged 70 or older, who are assessed as in-
eligible under the gross income thresholds, may also have their eligibility assessed under the 
means tested medical card scheme where they face particularly high expenses, e.g., nursing 
home or medication costs. This assessment is based on net income and assessable outgoing 
expenses. The qualifying income thresholds under this scheme are lower than over -70s gross 
income thresholds.  Furthermore, persons aged over 70 years may still be eligible for a medical 
card on a discretionary basis where they face undue hardship in arranging medical services as a 
result of medical or social circumstances.

20/11/2013WRCC00150Accident and Emergency Services Provision

20/11/2013WRCC00200198. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the action the special deliv-
ery unit, SDU, is taking to tackle the delayed discharge policy of Beaumont Hospital which is 
resulting in the accident and emergency department being regularly in excess of 100% capacity; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49702/13]

20/11/2013WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

20/11/2013WRCC00350Medical Card Applications

20/11/2013WRCC00400199. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [49705/13]

20/11/2013WRCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 200 answered with Question No. 193.

20/11/2013WRCC00650Medical Card Data

20/11/2013WRCC00700201. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health the total number of persons 
who are refused medical cards every year from new applications since 2008 to date in 2013; the 
total number of applications for each year; the total number of persons who are refused medical 
cards after request for renewal for every year since 2008 to date in 2013; the total number who 
are granted renewal in the same time period for each year; the total number of persons who have 
voluntarily surrendered their medical card for every year since 2008 to date in 2013; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [49708/13]
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20/11/2013WRCC00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/11/2013WRCC00850Medical Card Data

20/11/2013WRCC00900202. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health the total number of discre-
tionary medical cards that have been refused on application since 2008 to date in 2013; the total 
number of discretionary medical cards that have been refused on renewal since 2008 to date in 
2013; the total number of applications that are granted renewal in the same time period for each 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49709/13]

20/11/2013WRCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/11/2013WRCC01050Medical Card Eligibility

20/11/2013WRCC01100203. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health the total number of persons 
since 2008 who either the Health Service Executive or his Department have referred to enforce-
ment authorities on suspicion of their committing offences under section 49 of the Health Act 
1970; the total number of prosecutions which arose from these referrals; the total number of 
successful prosecutions that arose from these referrals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [49710/13]

20/11/2013WRCC01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has not, 
to date, made any referrals to the appropriate authorities under Section 49 of the 1970 Health 
Act. Medical card eligibility continues to be held on the understanding that a person meets the 
qualifying criteria.  In circumstances where the HSE receives information that proves, on as-
sessment, a person ineligible  to hold a medical card, eligibility is withdrawn.

20/11/2013WRCC01250Primary Care Strategy

20/11/2013WRCC01300204. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the status 
of the primary care strategy and his plans to expand the capacity of primary care through the 
recruitment of additional therapy staff and practice nurses. [49717/13]

20/11/2013WRCC01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The implementa-
tion of the Primary Care Strategy is an essential component of the health service reform pro-
cess.  The key objective is to develop services in the community which will give people direct 
access to integrated multidisciplinary teams of general practitioners, nurses, physiotherapists, 
occupational therapists and other allied health professionals.  At the end of September 2013, 
there were 423   Primary Care Teams operating, i.e. holding clinical team meetings involving 
GPs and HSE staff.  These Teams provide services for almost 4 million of the population with 
over 2,600 HSE staff members and almost 1,700 GPs participating.

The Government plans to implement the following key measures in primary care over the 
remainder of its term in office:

- Introduction of a universal GP service free at the point of access;
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- Introduction of a new GP contract;

- Phased roll out of chronic disease management programmes;

- Expansion of the primary care workforce; and

- Continued development of the primary care infrastructure.  

The Government is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service 
by 2016, as an essential prerequisite to the introduction of Universal Health Insurance.  As an-
nounced in the Budget, it has been decided to commence the roll-out of a universal GP service 
by providing all children aged 5 and under with access to a GP service without fees.  Additional 
funding of €37 million has been provided to meet the full year cost of this measure.  The new 
General Practitioner (GP) contract will focus on prevention and will include a requirement for 
GPs to provide care as part of integrated multidisciplinary Primary Care Teams.  The formula-
tion of the new contract will have regard to the constraints of Irish and EU Competition Law, 
particularly with regard to the setting of fees and allowances.

The HSE is developing chronic disease management programmes to improve patient access 
and to manage patient care in an integrated manner across service settings, resulting in best 
health outcomes, enhanced clinical decision making and the most effective use of resources.  
The HSE National Service Plan and Operational Plan for 2014 will see a continued focus on 
the Asthma, Diabetes and COPD programmes which are particularly relevant to primary care.

Funding of €20 million has been provided to recruit 264.5 additional Primary Care staff, 
including Public Health Nurses; Registered General Nurses; Occupational Therapists; Phys-
iotherapists; and Speech & Language Therapists.  Almost 100 of these posts are now filled or 
have start dates agreed and approximately 80 are at final stages of recruitment (i.e. Garda clear-
ance).  In addition, since the Health (Provision of General Practitioner Services) Act 2012 came 
into effect on 12 March 2012, an additional 246 GPs have obtained a GMS contract.

Primary Care Centres (PCCs) are being developed through a combination of public and 
private investment to facilitate the delivery of multidisciplinary care.  Considerable progress 
has been made and 34 PCCs have opened since March 2011.  Work is underway at 15 locations 
involving a combination of refurbishment, extension of properties and new build through direct 
exchequer investment.  Under the ‘operational lease’ mechanism, construction is underway at 6 
locations and planning permission has been granted at an additional 22 locations.  In addition, 
the HSE is working with the National Development Finance Agency to progress PCCs through 
the Public Private Partnership programme.  I am satisfied that the implementation of these key 
measures will play a significant part in the refocusing of health services in line with the Govern-
ment’s health reform programme.

20/11/2013WRDD00200Primary Care Centre Provision

20/11/2013WRDD00300205. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans for the provision of 
primary care centres to meet the needs identified in the Health Service Executive needs analy-
sis carried out in 2012; the way he is prioritising the delivery of such centres by way of direct 
build, lease arrangement, and public/private partnership; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [49718/13]

20/11/2013WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The development 
of primary care is central to the Government’s objective to deliver a high quality, integrated and 
cost effective health system.  The development of primary care centres, through a combination 
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of public and private investment, will facilitate the delivery of multi-disciplinary primary health 
care.

In 2012 the HSE embarked on a prioritisation exercise for Primary Care Centres.  However 
the prioritisation exercise is a dynamic exercise, constantly evolving to take account of chang-
ing circumstances including the feasibility of implementation.

It is the Government’s intention to develop as many primary care centres as possible using 
one of the following:

- direct build (by HSE);

- by way of leasing arrangements with the private sector;

- through Public Private Partnership.

Considerable progress has been made in the delivery of primary care centres and 34 centres 
have opened since May 2011.  

  Direct Build - In certain locations, the HSE will deliver primary care facilities either 
through refurbishment/extension of suitable properties or through new build.  Since 2012, pri-
mary care infrastructure has been approved and is underway at 15 locations.

  Operational lease - Significant progress has been achieved under this mechanism. Con-
struction is underway at 5 locations and planning permission has been granted at an additional 
23 locations. 

  PPPs - The Health Service Executive (HSE) is working with the National Development Fi-
nance Agency (NDFA) to progress Primary Care Centre Public Private Partnership.  The NDFA 
as a centre of expertise will be responsible for the delivery of the Primary Care PPP programme 
on behalf of the HSE, including the management of the procurement phase and the provision of 
financial advice including a Value for Money assessment.   It has been reviewing the processes 
involved in procurement of PPP projects with a view to streamlining the process and delivering 
projects more quickly.  

The HSE and NDFA have completed an indicative Public Sector Benchmark (PSB) for the 
overall project. Considerable work on the project has been completed by the HSE and its ap-
pointed design teams and technical advisors.  The HSE is in the process of lodging planning 
applications, details of which will be available on the relevant planning website.

It is expected that the NDFA will proceed to market with the PPP projects very shortly.

20/11/2013WRDD00500Medical Card Eligibility

20/11/2013WRDD00600206. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason a P21 will not be 
accepted when assessing income of an applicant for a medical card, in the situation where a 
person’s primary income is realised from PAYE employment and all of the subsidiary income 
from self-employment is detailed on the P21; if he will accept that in reply to a similar Parlia-
mentary Question - No. 1163 of 5 November 2013 - he was incorrect in stating that a P21 is a 
tax balancing statement in respect of PAYE income only and that in fact self-employed income 
is also assessed on a P21 where a person also has a PAYE income as well as a self-employed 
income; and in view of this fact if he is willing to review the refusal to accept P21s as a state-
ment of income; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49726/13]
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20/11/2013WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have sought fur-
ther clarification on this matter and I will revert to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/11/2013WRDD00800Health Insurance Cover

20/11/2013WRDD00900207. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health if all holders of private health 
insurance have to have maternity benefit as a component of this; the basis for same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [49734/13]

20/11/2013WRDD01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The inclusion of maternity benefit in all health 
insurance products is a statutory requirement, as part of a legal obligation on health insurers to 
provide a specific minimum level of benefit in all health insurance products sold. 

Minimum benefit is one of the key principles on which the Irish private health insurance 
regulatory system is based.  Minimum Benefit Regulations, made under the Health Insurance 
Acts, require insurers to offer a minimum benefit to every insured person.  The key purpose 
of the Regulations is to ensure the continued availability of the type of broad hospital cover 
traditionally held as a minimum by the insured population and to ensure that individuals do 
not significantly under-insure.  Minimum Benefit Regulations were introduced in 1996, under 
Section 10 of the Health Insurance Act, 1994 and cover in-patient, out-patient and day-patient 
services provided by publicly funded hospitals, private hospitals, registered nursing home and 
hospital consultants. 

The Minimum Benefit Regulations ensure that all consumers obtain an appropriate mini-
mum level of health insurance cover regardless of what plan they purchase and that every plan 
available is inclusive of a minimum suite of benefits/procedures, some of which are available 
to the market as a whole and some of which will be applicable specifically to either men or 
women.  Importantly, under Community Rating everybody is charged the same premium for 
a particular health insurance plan which includes this minimum suite of benefits, irrespective 
of age, gender and the current or likely future state of their health. Thus, the broad base line of 
procedures provided by minimum benefit should not be looked at in gender specific terms, but 
rather as a cohort of procedures that are important to the community of the insured population 
and thus should be protected and provided as a minimum base to all.   

20/11/2013WRDD01100Health Insurance Data

20/11/2013WRDD01200208. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the total number of persons who 
have health insurance as of October 2013; the figures for end of year 2007 to 2012, inclusive; 
the number of these who have a full medical card or a general practitioner only card; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [49735/13]

20/11/2013WRDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The latest data available to me from the 
Health Insurance Authority is that 2,047,020 people, or 44.6% of the population were insured 
with in-patient health insurance plans at end September 2013. 

The following numbers were insured from 2007 to 2012 inclusive:

YEAR Number of Insured People
2007 2,238,395
2008 2,297,113
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YEAR Number of Insured People
2009 2,260,109
2010 2,228,460
2011 2,162,671
2012 2,098,942

Information is not collated on the numbers of persons holding both private health insurance 
and a medical card or general practitioner visit card.

20/11/2013WRDD01400Universal Health Insurance Provision

20/11/2013WRDD01500209. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his timeline for the roll-out of 
universal health insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49742/13]

20/11/2013WRDD01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is embarking on a major 
reform programme for the health system, the aim of which is to deliver a single-tier health ser-
vice, supported by universal health insurance (UHI), where there is fair access to services based 
on need, not on ability to pay.  

Under UHI, everyone will be insured and will have equal access to a standard package of 
primary and acute hospital services, including acute mental health services.  A new Insurance 
Fund will subsidise or pay insurance premiums for those who qualify for a subsidy. 

Intensive work is currently underway on the preparation of a White Paper on Universal 
Health Insurance   which will provide more detail on the UHI model for Ireland. Drafting is at 
an advanced stage with a view to publishing the White Paper by the end of this year. 

The health reform programme is a major undertaking that requires careful planning and 
sequencing over a number of years and full implementation of UHI will take some time to 
achieve. I anticipate that by 2016 the necessary groundwork will be in place to enable us to 
phase in implementation of UHI, as promised in the Programme for Government. I should add 
that it is my intention to consult widely as part of the reform implementation process.

20/11/2013WRDD01700Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

20/11/2013WRDD01800210. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will review the long-term 
illness scheme to include additional chronic illnesses; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [49743/13]

20/11/2013WRDD01900213. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken to en-
sure that schemes like the long-term illness scheme and drugs payment scheme are understood 
and made available to persons who might not be entitled to a medical card or GP visit card; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49752/13]

20/11/2013WRDD02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 210 and 213 together.

Persons suffering from prescribed conditions, who are not already medical card holders, can 
get free drugs, medicines and medical and surgical appliances for the treatment of that condi-
tion under the Long Term Illness Scheme. There are no plans to extend the list of conditions 
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covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medi-
cal services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the as-
sessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred 
by an individual or a family.  Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to 
avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of GP consultations.

Information on the Drug Payment Scheme and the Long Term Illness Scheme is available 
on the HSE website at the following link: http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/1/schemes.

20/11/2013WRDD02100Medical Card Reviews

20/11/2013WRDD02200211. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken to 
ensure that policy guidelines introduced in budget 2014 on changes in medical cards are being 
relayed empathetically to applicants by the Health Service Executive primary care reimburse-
ment service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49750/13]

20/11/2013WRDD02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Deputy may 
be aware of the recently launched HSE  communications campaign designed to raise awareness 
of the rules governing eligibility for medical cards. Communications on the issue of medical 
cards will be enhanced to ensure the public has all the information it needs.

The HSE continues to offer ongoing assistance to individuals with regard to their medical 
card eligibility and this is further bolstered by staff in local health offices who provide informa-
tion, support and assistance to individuals. 

20/11/2013WREE00150Palliative Care for Children

20/11/2013WREE00200212. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his Department has set 
aside a budget to set up a perinatal hospice in Dublin; his policy proposals in this area; if this 
issue is on his priority list; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49751/13]

20/11/2013WREE00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Palliative Care For Children with Life-Lim-
iting Conditions in Ireland - A National Policy, published by my Department in March 2010, 
aims to address the deficits identified in a national needs assessment undertaken in 2005.  The 
document contains 31 recommendations currently being implemented under the aegis of the 
National Development Committee (a multi-stakeholder representative group), chaired by the 
HSE.

The national policy provides the framework for the development of services for children 
with life-limiting conditions and their families.  The policy does not recommend the develop-
ment of a perinatal hospice but rather places significant emphasis on caring for children in their 
own homes.  Thus, I have no plans to develop such a hospice.

A programme of care for children with life-limiting conditions is being jointly funded by the 
HSE and the Irish Hospice Foundation.  The programme includes the appointment in 2011 of 
the first Paediatric Consultant with a Special Interest in Palliative Care, based in Crumlin.  As 
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well as supporting other paediatricians, the Consultant also provides clinical support and advice 
to maternity hospitals and neonatologists.

The Deputy may be interested to note that the Perinatal Statistics Report published yester-
day by the ESRI shows that the perinatal mortality rate has fallen from 8.6 per 1,000 live births 
and stillbirths in 2003, to 5.9 per 1,000 in 2012.  This represents a 31.4% decrease over the de-
cade and a 3.3% decrease since 2011.  The Report defined perinatal death as stillbirth and early 
neonatal deaths up to 7 days. 

  Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 210.

20/11/2013WREE00450Medical Card Applications

20/11/2013WREE00500214. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is neces-
sary for an applicant for a medical card who is in receipt of a farm assist payment to provide a 
letter from Revenue with the application stating that the applicant is not liable for tax; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [49756/13]

20/11/2013WREE00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): A person making 
an application for a medical card/GP visit card is subject to an assessment of eligibility in ac-
cordance with the Medical Card/GP Visit Card National Assessment Guidelines. The guidelines 
include a description of the documentary evidence that an applicant must provide in relation to 
each income type that an applicant  receives. An assessment of means, essential to a determina-
tion of an applicant’s eligibility to be approved for a medical card or GP visit card, cannot be 
concluded in the absence of this required proof.  

The National Assessment Guidelines state that, for the purposes of an assessment of eligi-
bility for a medical card/GP visit card, a person in receipt of an income from self employment 
must provide either:

 - a Revenue Notice of Assessment as proof of income from this source,

 Or

 - if Revenue have determined that an income return for tax purposes is not necessary, a 
Non Liable Notification Letter issued by Revenue, in addition to a statement of the amount of 
income being received from this source.

A “Non Liable Notification Letter” will typically issue by Revenue in cases where a very 
low income is being returned from the self-employment activity concerned. Such determination 
can only be made by Revenue when an income return is made to Revenue and  an assessment 
of tax liability is conducted based on the return.

A self-employed person should complete and submit a Revenue Form 11 in order to make 
a return of income for assessment by the office of the Revenue Commissioners. For assistance 
with completing a Revenue Form 11, the local offices of the Revenue Commissioners can be 
contacted or the website www.revenue.ie   accessed.

The HSE local health offices can be contacted by persons for assistance  in completing their 
medical card/GP visit card application form or to have any aspect regarding the process of as-
sessing eligibility for a medical card/GP visit card clarified.  In addition, a help and information 
Callsave phone line 1890 252 919 is available to the public. It is advised that anyone concerned 
that they may lose their eligibility to a medical card because of difficulty in providing informa-
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tion requested for an assessment review contact the helpline and explain the circumstances. 

The HSE will give every assistance to persons contacting their offices, in advising and 
facilitating them to meet the requirements to have their eligibility fully assessed. Any person,  
who is the subject of a review assessment, is engaging with the HSE and has undertaken to pro-
vide the information requested within an agreed  reasonable period of time, will have eligibility 
extended for the period agreed. This will allow the applicant time to provide the information 
required and so allow an assessment be conducted based on this information.

20/11/2013WREE00650Health Services Staff Recruitment

20/11/2013WREE00700215. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will lift the recruitment 
embargo to allow the recruitment of permanent full-time speech and language therapists; if his 
attention has been drawn to the huge demands for public speech and language service for chil-
dren, adolescents and adults; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that so many qualified 
speech and language therapists trained in this country have been unable to find work here and 
have been forced to leave the country to gain employment; if his attention has been drawn to 
the serious and damaging affect this is having on patients and on the future of the profession in 
general; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [49758/13]

20/11/2013WREE00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction.

While overall numbers employed in the Health Service have declined by 10% since 2007, 
the number of Speech and Language Therapists employed in the period has shown a 14% in-
crease, from 712 to 810 whole-time equivalent posts as of 30 September 2013. 

 The HSE can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceil-
ing and has the financial resources to do so.  As the recruitment of speech and language thera-
pists is a matter for the HSE in the first instance, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the 
Executive for direct reply.

20/11/2013WREE00850Legislative Measures

20/11/2013WREE00900216. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will review the Pharmacy 
Act 2007, which prevents persons who are bankrupt from being registered as pharmacists; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [49768/13]

20/11/2013WREE01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Pharmaceuti-
cal Society of Ireland (PSI) is the independent statutory regulator of the pharmacy profession, 
established by the Pharmacy Act 2007 (“the Act”). It is charged with, and is accountable for, 
the effective regulation of registered pharmacists and registered retail pharmacy businesses in 
Ireland, which includes responsibility for supervising compliance with the Act.

Section 14(1)(f) of the Act, provides that a person applying for registration as a pharmacist 
(including continued registration) to the Council of the PSI must not be an undischarged bank-
rupt. 

Some technical amendments have been sought to the Act including an amendment to sec-
tion 14(1)(f) to remove the restriction on a person who is an undischarged bankrupt from being 
registered in the PSI Register of Pharmacists. These amendments are currently being examined 
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and will be considered for inclusion as part of any future amendments to the Act.

20/11/2013WREE01050Pharmacy Regulations

20/11/2013WREE01100217. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will review the ongoing 
regulatory costs for pharmacists of €400 - €570 on first registration - which each pharmacist and 
€2,250 - €3,500 on first registration - which each pharmacy must pay each year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [49769/13]

20/11/2013WREE01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Pharmaceu-
tical Society of Ireland (PSI) is an independent, self-financing statutory body, established by 
the Pharmacy Act 2007. It is charged with, and is accountable for, the effective regulation of 
pharmacists and pharmacies in Ireland, including responsibility for supervising compliance 
with the Act.

Under the Act, the PSI is responsible for the registration of pharmacists, pharmaceutical 
assistants and pharmacies and other functions relating to the education and training of phar-
macists. These functions are funded by fees paid by registrants. The setting of fees for the 
pharmacy profession is governed by the Act which requires the PSI to make an application for 
ministerial consent to any fees that it proposes to charge.  This process allows for the consider-
ation, and examination, of the Society’s fee proposals by my Department.

In 2008, the PSI commissioned an extensive review of its functions arising from the imple-
mentation of the Pharmacy Act 2007. The process included a comparative analysis of compa-
rable international pharmacy regulators and consultation with national stakeholders.  Arising 
from that review the fees for registrants were set by the Council of the PSI with the approval of 
the then Minister for Health.  In 2010, following an internal review of fees and the cost of regu-
lation, the PSI Council sought and received Ministerial approval for a reduction in continued 
registration fees of approximately 10% for pharmacists, pharmaceutical assistants and pharma-
cies.  The PSI has recently commissioned a new review of fees.

20/11/2013WREE01250Medical Card Applications

20/11/2013WREE01300218. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [49832/13]

20/11/2013WREE01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

20/11/2013WRFF00125Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRFF00200219. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Health the number of quangos operating 
under the aegis of his Department; the total number of directors sitting on their boards; the ag-
gregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of directors of these quangos; the 
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number of quangos that have been created since the formation of the Government; the number 
that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost to the taxpayer of the establishment 
and operation of these new quangos; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49955/13]

20/11/2013WRFF00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The following table sets out the statutory 
bodies operating under the aegis of my Department. No new statutory bodies have been estab-
lished since the formation of this Government. 

Three bodies, the National Council for the Professional Development of Nursing and Mid-
wifery, National Social Workers Qualifications Board and the Children Acts Advisory Board 
have been dissolved since March 2011. 

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to fees incurred by the State is not 
readily available, but I will forward a detailed reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. With 
regard to board fees, there are three categories currently payable to chairpersons and directors 
of agencies under the aegis of my Department.  Members of boards entitled to such fees may 
waive these fees if they so wish. The “one person one salary” principle provides that public 
servants acting as chairpersons or directors of state-sponsored bodies do not receive additional 
remuneration for undertaking such duties. Members of boards are also entitled to claim travel 
and subsistence as governed by the travel and subsistence Circulars issued by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

The approved annual rates in respect of those boards to which I have made appointments 
and where board fees are currently payable are:

Category Chair Director Boards
2 €20,520 €11,970 Health Information and Quality Authority, 

Voluntary Health Insurance Board
3 €11,970 €7,695 Food Safety Authority of Ireland, Irish 

Blood Transfusion Service Board, Pharma-
ceutical Society of Ireland, Nursing and 
Midwifery Board of Ireland, National 
Treatment Purchase Fund, Health Research 
Board, Medical Council, Mental Health 
Commission

4 €8,978 €5,985 Health and Social Care Professionals Coun-
cil (Chair only), Health Insurance Authority

Non Commercial Agencies Number of Current 
Board Members

The Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (Self funding) 23
Dental Council (Self funding) 18
Food Safety Authority of Ireland 9
Food Safety Promotions Board 12
Health and Social Care Professionals Council 21
Health Information and Quality Authority 12
Health Insurance Authority (Self funding) 5
Health Research Board 8
Irish Blood Transfusion Service (Self funding) 10
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Non Commercial Agencies Number of Current 
Board Members

Irish Medicines Board (approximately 14% exchequer funded, 
86% self funded)

9

Medical Council (Self funding) 25
Mental Health Commission 13
National Cancer Registry Board 6
National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (Funded by 
HSE)

13

National Treatment Purchase Fund 7
Opticians Board (Self funding) 11
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Self funding) 18
Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council 16
Commercial Agency
VHI 10
Total 242

20/11/2013WRFF00350Mountain Rescue Teams

20/11/2013WRFF00400220. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view of the 
Dublin and Wicklow Mountain Rescue Team and the Glen of Imaal Red Cross Mountain Res-
cue Team becoming the first rescue teams to carry out 100 operations in one calendar year, if he 
will consider allocating funding and extra supports for their mountain rescue teams.  [49721/13]

20/11/2013WRFF00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I would like to 
congratulate Dublin and Wicklow and Glen of Imaal  Mountain Rescue Teams on reaching such 
an important milestone of 100 rescues in a single year and to acknowledge the important role 
that Mountain Rescue Teams  play in assisting people who get into difficulty on our hills and 
mountains.    

Responsibility for the coordination of mountain rescue rests with An Garda Siochana under 
the Framework for Major Emergency Management. Additional support is provided on request 
by the Coast Guard, Air Corps helicopters, and by Civil Defence. The Coast Guard, which is 
a Division of my Department has responsibility for the administration of grant payments to 
mountain rescue teams. In 2013 these teams were paid a grant of €14,815.00 each. Despite the 
pressure on public finances it has been possible to retain the grant at this level over the past few 
years.

20/11/2013WRFF00550Road Network

20/11/2013WRFF00600221. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the appropriate level of funding has been made available for traffic calming measures at John-
stownbridge and Kilshanroe, County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[49634/13]

20/11/2013WRFF00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
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ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.   Local 
authorities have been provided with over €400 million for regional and local roads this year.  
From this allocation Kildare County Council has been allocated over €21.6 million.  

 An application for funding for traffic calming works and surfacing works at Johnstown-
bridge and Kilshanroe was received in my Department from Kildare County Council at the 
end of October 2013.  It will be considered along with all other local authority applications for 
funding for 2014. It is also open to the Council to fund these works from its Discretionary Grant 
or from its own resources.  I will announce the 2014 regional and local road grant allocations 
early next year.

20/11/2013WRFF00750Driver Licences

20/11/2013WRFF00800222. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider providing an exemption for a person (details supplied) in County Cork who held 
a provisional licence just prior to November 1989 when it comes to the issue of special licences 
for persons towing trailers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49694/13]

20/11/2013WRFF00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Driver licensing 
is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority (RSA), and I cannot comment on 
individual cases.    

As a matter of policy, there was a change to driver licensing law as of 13 November 1989.  
Prior to that date, there was one category of licence covering both a car and the drawing of a 
trailer with a car.  From that date there were two separate categories, one for car and one for car 
plus trailer.  People who held a full licence before that date were allowed, when renewing their 
licences, to apply for both new categories.  It would appear that a number of people mistakenly 
did not tick boxes for both categories when renewing their licences, and so lost their trailer 
entitlements.

Following representations from farming organisations earlier this year, I agreed, on a once-
off basis, that people who held a full licence under the pre-November 1989 system and inad-
vertently lost their trailer entitlement in the interim could have their trailer entitlement restored.  
The RSA advertised for applications for restoration of trailer licences in October, and the clos-
ing date for receipt of applications was 8 November 2013.   

This once-off procedure applied only to people who had a full licence before 13 November 
1989, and did not apply to people who held a provisional licence at that time. 

20/11/2013WRFF00950Swimming Pool Projects

20/11/2013WRFF01000223. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding funding for an organisation (details supplied) in Dublin 7 to upgrade the swim-
ming pool on its premises; the body responsible for providing this funding for the pool; the date 
on which this funding will be released; the date on which building works are due to commence 
on the swimming pool upgrade; if he appreciates the need for this swimming pool for the com-
munity in Dublin 7; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [49697/13]

20/11/2013WRFF01100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 



20 November 2013

955

Ring): In 2010 a grant of €648,000 was allocated towards the much needed refurbishment of 
the De Paul Swimming Pool, St. Vincent`s Centre, Navan Road, Dublin 7. Earlier this year this 
grant was increased to €1.261m. 

The Department is awaiting the completion of legalities before approval can be given for 
this project to proceed. The grantee and their solicitors are fully aware of those legal require-
ments. The Department is not in a position to progress the matter any further in advance of the 
completion of those legalities. 

20/11/2013WRFF01150Rail Services

20/11/2013WRFF01200224. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of commuters who have used Howth Junction-Donaghmede Dart station on a weekly 
basis in the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013. [49810/13]

20/11/2013WRFF01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have referred the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

20/11/2013WRFF01325Departmental Bodies Data

20/11/2013WRFF01400225. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of quangos operating under the aegis of his Department; the total number of directors sitting 
on their boards; the aggregate fees incurred by the State in paying the remuneration of direc-
tors of these quangos; the number of quangos that have been created since the formation of the 
Government; the number that have been disbanded over the period; the projected cost to the 
taxpayer of the establishment and operation of these new quangos; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [49959/13]

20/11/2013WRFF01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy will 
find a list of all agencies under the remit of my Department’s website www.dttas.ie. Full de-
tails of board membership are also listed as are details of the approved level of board fees 
payable.  The fees actually paid by agencies are set out in the annual accounts of the relevant 
agency. In the case of commercial agencies, fees are paid by the agency rather than the taxpayer.      
Since my appointment as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have created no agen-
cies. However, I have merged two - Dublin Tourism with Failte Ireland and Dundalk Port with 
Dublin Port. Additionally, I have transferred 4 Harbour Authorities to Local Authorities.  

Shannon Airport did separate from the Dublin Airport Authority on 31st December 2012 to 
merge with a restructured Shannon Development to form a new integrated Shannon entity in 
public ownership.  As this is a commercial agency, there is no projected cost to the taxpayer. 

Coaching Ireland has been been merged into Irish Sports Council.  Plans are in train for the 
merger of Irish Sports Council and the National Sports Campus Development Authority and 
for the merger of the Railway Procurement Agency and the National Roads Authority. The de-
velopment of the legislation to give effect to these is at an advanced stage. As part of the Ports 
Policy Review, I intend to transfer Bantry Harbour into the control of the Port of Cork.


